et %
WILLESDEN 2058 : 8, AYLESTONE AVENUE.
BRONDESBURY PARK,
- LONDON. N.w. 6

_ 5th Pebruary, 1950.

‘The Reverend Hanock M, Phiri,
Kasungu,
Nyasaland,
Central Africa.

£

My dedr Uncle,

i N

I was very happy, indeed, to receive your letter, which you
wrote on the 21st of January, 1950. As you said you were going home, T'am
sending this letter to Kasungu, and also, #10.8,0, which I hope will reach |
you safely. I am sending both the lefter.and the £10. 0. 0 in gare of Chief °

Mwase, as I do not know whether you will be staying at Kayesa's village
or at Kaninéa's village. But I know you will. see the Chief, so I am sen-.
ding both letter and money c/o Chief Mwase, :

e

| T am very glad Fo—agree with Ty suppestions—~towk-youns
&hoosing ‘a place for yourself, T not ksow where you will choose, as
T do not_know where good soil @ er are now at Kasungu. Rusa is a very

nice place, where the river Rusa’g es into Buwa. Also, there used to be

many other good places not so very far from the Kayesa's and Kar
villages. But whatever place you choese, I shall try to help you
as 1 can. !

as

As you wrote té me about Thimbi, I wrote to my brother,

Hanock, instructing him to go to Thimbi and see atout the land there, He
went there and saw Mr. Msulira, who own that part of Kasungu. Mr. Msulira
was very kind and gave Hanock a man to show him where he could choose a
piece of land for me and my fasdly. My brother, Hanock, went into the
fotest to choose the place and came hack to Mr, Msulira and told him that
wanted a certain part of his plade to be given to me. Mr. Msulira agreed.
Now I have a place at Thimbi, three miles from Msulirats village, bmxx
between the Nkhotakota-Kasungu Read, and the Stream Thimbi, and about
seven or eight miles from Buwa and 3eventeen miles from the Boma at Kas-
ungu. Thank you very much for suggesting that place for me. Please, tell
Na. A. Mwase that I thank him very mich for suggesting that place for me.

I like it very much, from what Hanock, my brother,has told me,



&

e

! . . About dividing the land among certain important families, that care.

1, for their country, I am very glad that youn agree with my suggestion, If the
whole country is devided and given to mmmxx certain families 5 in fact, all !
the families, then there will be no land left to be given to Furopeans, In

. fact, most of Kasungu already belongs to certain families, What Jyou should

} now advise the Chief is that he should tell the Government who the owners

‘ of this or that part of Kasungu are, For example, at Mtunthama, most of the

\ land belongs to the family of Chinyama, At Wimbe's » most of the land belongs

! to the family of Wimbe., And at Chilanga, ‘mest of she land belongs to Chief

i Chilowa and hgg people and so forth, Now, you should advise N, A, Mu,se to
tell the Government that the Government must recognise our laws apd customs
and respect the African owners of these pieces of land

| ment wants land, it must not give it away to furopeans, unless the African

: owner of the land agrees and says ":Yes, I agree to give this piece of myr

-~ ‘land te this man or that man” ; |
Tell N, A, Hwase that, here in ‘ngland, the Colonial Office recognise !

- the African owners of land. In West Aifrica, no Furopean can get land without
the consent or the agreement of the #ricans. It must be the same in Nyasaland |
too. The land is our own. It must nokihe gi; > peans—w] agres=

[T ment. Fiease, tell the Chief this, 4nd when the Chief hold council, tell all |

other couneillors or orbant aﬂ%ﬂ' g men at Kasungu that the land is ours., |
It must stay ours. It must riot be given ’?‘)""Europeans;i‘unless vie_agree to it. |
~  Whenever the Gevertment want a piece of lang EE be given a Furcpean,,it must }

’ ask, first, N, A, Mwase, After that 1t fusEithe omer of the land which the |

Covernment wants, If N, A, Myase says " No . “the Government mst not give the

land to anyone, If the owner of the E

1land '"Ne", even if the Government ;
want that land, it must not give it tp a; '« And the Government has no right |
at all to give it to anyone, if N, f-lf,? ¥ eopr

the owner of the Jand says "No',

e

L

i

=

Tell N, A, Mwase and all the chiefs and headmen that the land is ours,
Tell them all not to be afraid of the Government about the land, The Government |
" 2will not force them to give the land to any European, if they say "No", The :
Africans have the right to say "No", éven to the Governor, because the land is |

their own. Kasungu is our country and our home, The land at Kasungu is ours,
And we have the right to keep our land and to say "o, if we do not want to J
give it to anyone, European or Indian, You must advise the chiefs wisely, Uncle,|
ple ase, Because most of the chiefs are ignorant and, 8t know the laws, Thereforj

Therefore, they are afraid of the D, G, or the A, D. 0

e P,
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uraie :
S0y please, Uncle, #11 the Chief to. be very careful and not
to allow too many Iuropeans,

I am very giad to ¥ ar that the chiefs do want want
charge me anything until the farm is working well, That is
very kind of them indeed, As a Chewa, I I ve more right to
use the land than any Furopean or Indisn, ¥asungu is my home,
The 3nd is mine, If I make anv money at Thimbhi, it will

greatly help the country. Put when the farm is mking profit
I shall be glad to pay to the Kasungu tressury, any reasenshlc
sane, The Government charges Furopeans sgix pence an acre,. I
dosnot know what the Chiefs o the Achewa Council® will e rge
mes They should not charge me as much as Furopean pay, since
Fasungu is my own home and I am not = foreigner, They should
charge me less than Furoprans pay. Any way, Uncle, yau will
let me know when the time%%.,..~ e

5 W zird.

Hasting s K. Banda.

Yours sincerely,



8,Aylestone Avenue,

Brondesbury Park,
The Reverend Hanock M.Phiri, London,N.W.b6
Kasungu,Nyasaland, Central Africa. Sth February,I950

My dear TUncle,

I was very happy,tndeed,to recelve your letter,which you
wWwrote on the 2Ist of January,I950.As you sald you were going home,I am sen-
ding this letter to Kasungu,and also £I0.0.0. which I hope will reach you
safely.I am sending both the letter and the £10,0.0.1in care of Chief Mwase,
as I do not know whether you will be staying at Kayesa's village or at
Kaninga's village.Put I know you will see the chief,so I am sending both
letter and money c/o Chilef Mwase.

I am very glad that you agree with my suggestion about your
choosing a place for yourself,I do not know where you will choose,as I do
not know where good soil and water are now at Kasungu.Rusa is a very nice
place,where the river Rusa goes into Bua,Also,there used to be many other
good places not so very far from the Kayesa's and Kaninga's villages.But
whatever place you choose,I shall try to help you as much as Ican,

As you wrote to me about Thimbi,I wrote to my brother,
Hanock, instructing him to go to Thimbi and see about the land there.He
went there and saw Mr.Msulira,who own that part of Kasungu,Mr,Msulira was
very kind and gave Hanock a man to show him where he could choose a plece
of land for me and my family,My brother,Hanock,went into the forest to
choogse the place and came back to Mr.Msuliraand told him that he wanted
a certain part of his place to be glven to me Mr.Msulira agreed Now I have
a place at Thimbi,three miles from Msulira's village,between the Nkhota-
kota-Kasungu Road,and the stream Thimbi, and about seven or eight miles
from Buwa and seventeen miles from the Boma at Kasungu.Thank you very much
for suggesting that -place for me ., Please, tell N.A.Mwase that I thank him
very much for suggesting that place for me.l like it very much,from whab
Hanock,my brother,has told me,

About dividing the land among certain important families, that care
fot their country,I am very glad that you agree with my sufgestion,If the
whole country is divided and given to certain families,in fact,all the fa-
milies,then there will be no land left to be given to Europeans,In fact,
most of Kasungu already belongs to certain families.What you should now ad-
vise the Chief is that he should tell the Government who the owners of
this or that part of Kasungu are.For example,at Mtunthama,most of the land
belongs to the family of Chinyama,At Wimbe's,most of the land belongs to the
family of Wimbe.And at Chilanga,most of the land belongs to Chief Chilowa
and his pesople and so forth,Now,you should advise N.A.Mwase to tell the
Governement that the Government must recognise our laws and customs and
respect the African owners of these pieces of land.And when the Government
wants land, it must not give it away to Europeans,unless the African owner
of the land agrees and says"Yes,I agree to give this plece of my land to
this man or that man,"

Tell N.A.Mwase that,here in England,the Colonial Office recognises the
African owners of land.In West Africa,no European can get land without the
consent ot the agreement of the Africans,It must be the same in Nyasaland

too.The land is our own.It must not be given to Buropeans without our a%ree—
ment.Please,tell the Chlef this,And when the Chief holds conntil,tell all
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other councillors or important and big men at Kasungu that that the land is
ours.It must stay ours.It must not be given to Europeans,unless we afree

to 1it.Whenever the Government wants a pilece of land to be given a European,
1t must askyfirst,N.A.Mwase.After that it must ask the owner of the land
which the Govermment wants.If N,A.Mwase says "No",the Government must not
give the land to anyone.,If the owner of the land says"No",even if the Go-
vernment wants that land,it must not give it to anyone.And the Government
has no right at all to give it to anyone,if M.,A.Mwase ot lthe owner of the
land says''No".

Tell N.A.Mwase and all the chiefs and headmenthat the land is
ours,Tell them all not to be afraid of the Governement about the land.The
Governement will not force them to give the land to any European,if they
say"No",The Africans have the right to say"No",even to the Governor,because
the land is their own.Kasungu 1s our country and our home.The land at Kasun-
gu is ours.And we have the right to keep our land and to say "No",if we do
not want to give it to anyone,European or Indian.You must advise the chiefs
wisely,Uncle,please,Because most of the chiefs are ignorant and do not
know the laws,Therefore,they are afraid of the D.C. or the A.D.C.
So,please,Uncle,tell the Chief to be very careful and not to allow too many
Europeans,

I am very glad to hear that the chlefs do want want (sic) char-
ge me anything until the farm is working well.That is very kind of them
indeed.As a Chewa,I have more right to use the land than any European or
Indian.Kasungu is my home.The land 1s mine,If I make any money at Thimbi,
it will greatly help the ceuntry.But when the farm is making profit I
shall be glad to pay to the Kasungu treasury,any reasonable sum,The
Government charges RBuropeans sixpence an acre.I do not know what the
Chlefs or the Achewa Council will charge me,They should not charge me as
much as Buropeans pay,since Kasungu is-my own home and I am not a foreige
ner,They should charge me less than Europeans pay.Any way,Uncle,you will
let me know when the time comes,

Yours sincerely.

Hastings K.Banda.



