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There are in the world two profouni?&ifferent
Philosophies in their attitude toward charity,..doward bene—.
woFeNt8, These two Twofcund.didkepent philosovhies are no—-
where better expressed than in the words of Christ when he
said that

"Thieves creep in but to kill and to steal and

to destroy; I am come that yve might have 1life

and that ve might have it more abundantly."

This first philosophy of life of which Christ S1CAKS S @fim
J1raest is not simply a theory, but at is a world-wide practice.
Onr 1ife which ia o wonderful, ~o hHeaut

tragice There is no square vard of the earth's qurface vhere
h.uw 5

some kind of war is not going on. There is tlie war of plqnht

against p]an*t,animal against animal; of species against

species; so that when you consider it vou understand the

phrase of the voet: .:x::-TIK
' 4 -y CMQM@-—LAJ '
"iature RSB \Ax

There is a battle for the food supply; there is a deadly
struggle for existenece, so that one speaking of animels said
that the death of every wild animal and every bird and every
beast is tragic, akse there has always been war among men,
many sorts of war,- the war of comvetition ranging from the
struggle between two men in the market up to the battle of
nations for the mastery of the markets, of the world, oshwse
\3hj&-war of competition it is no ais affair,bu%fuen and

women and children are slain by twe thousands in the cewsse.

oF-this.giruggle LOL.MONEY,.fOr economic advantage, Snceiiieiiee

C;nﬂthe culmination of all these other kinds of war, there is
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personal conflict ranging from war of one individual WM
another, to the war of nations, of which we have the greatest
illustration in the history of the world at the vnresent time,

_ It is no wonder in tke nresence of these facts

that the ancient Greek vphilosonlier said that "w_ar is th 1]
%ather of all things and by gtrife all things come to :&‘,
mit is in the presence of these facts that the great German
philosonher of the last generation develoned his terrible
philosoohy of life, in which he said the facts show that not
only war is universal bat 1t is necessary. .'I-Ie says that it
was by struggle that the bvest surx}ive and the weak are elimi-
nated; that charity is fundamentally vicious in that it pre-
.sea.ves the weak; that Christianity is fundamentally I"llst'iKPH,

-
not simply historically but because of that whiokh we oountd
essential virtue. Christianity weakenﬁld%wﬁ %3\1* PR (.

volence wiiich vreserves the weak and.desteews soclely ,— el
m—m&lme one essential virtue is strength.

Jhe law that

rules among a should rule among men in order that the
strong should conquer and survive and rule the world. There

has been perhaps nothing in ti history of thé world so search-—
ing, s-o=—pserfommes and so boi;.\-a— s ta@demerrtrof-dhe~. nhilosonhy

of war as the=etwel fact.and-as.the necessary condition for
the development of first rate men on this planet. Nietzsche

was a very great genius, a great poetmmm,.a

but a man v

this theory of life preached riatter half of the 19th

> men of Europe and a great many of them
beligped it. No other man of the last fifty years has exerted
a greater influence over moummin the
Buropean universities than this strange genius,-Némbseahe—
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Take the programs of the Universitigs and you will find agailn
and again that Nietzsche is made gZhe subject of courses of
study in those European Universfiies because of the litera-—
ture that is gathered around Yim, TFor instance, the book

of takes the vogfition that the theory of inter-
national charity and benevgplence all are illumined and that
which we must have for o nation, whichever it is, 1s the
struggle to master othe and let the weak go to the wall,
which is Where.they shquld go. We must be strong. We must
have ships. We must have arms., We must be able to enforce
our will everywhere. This is put forth as the truth and as
the thing which should guide mankind. There are others I

might name, These theories have gained a great following,.

0f eourse the theory is not new and the practice not new but

if this vhilosovhy is true, if "ar is a fact, ao profound
universal and necessary, why then of course as Neitzsche
says, benevolence is a vice and charity is a vice because
it simply cherishes, nourishes and keeps alive that which
should vnass w® existence,

What is this philosophy which Jesus of Nazareth
put forth in contrast to that? For one thing, I think it is

LS
not a philosophy of trhe el he philosovhy which
Jesus sets up is austere, severe. It is not lax. It is not
tolerant cf-eually.sewdé of imperfection, but on the contrary
it demands and demands and demands nothing less tﬁan verfec—
tion.
Cf:;; ye also perfect as vour Féther in Heaven is nerfect".

I think it is a mistake, and a mistake which ie sometinmes
cherished in the church, that Christ is meekly sentimental
in his attitude toward evil, toward disease, toward vice,

toward weakness., What are the figures of speech by which Jesus

exrresses Himself and His own attitude? I remember thrce,
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For ome thing, he is a gardener\aadihe tells what
one should do for the fig tree which will not bring forth
fruit. oOne should go to that fig tree whieh is not bearing

fruit and try to make it we J? One should bring nourishment
[ X,

to it. One should + o : it One should try

to save the gick tree and make it w&ﬁggz;%égé if it ean be
AR :

made wwrtn‘wht&e and if it cean not be made w e it

must perish, s~ SOVS.

Another figure of sweech by which he expressed his
Philosophy is that of the shepherd. He is there to care Tor
the sheep. He is not there to kill and destroy. Nousssedmide-

ing-abtTE SO8BPT lanyyears I remembered the latter vart of

the text "I am come that y®R\yiight have life", mwmnd it was

tence and he was qetting in cont as th1s theory to the other,

T¥. He is there to search
into tlie night tewtreeeasmd find the lost shieep,s He can not
bear that any one of the sheep shall be lost if he can find
it and bring it bvack into the fold.

But without doubt the greatest figure of sveech
by which he describes his attitude toward life and the deenest
attitude we should have, is the figure of sveech of the physi-

clan. He is there to cure men. v T have come to think in

these last vears of my life there ig n other exvression
W
wiilch describes so well what lR oughit to be goward hum n

beings who are sYek in bodi¥eor.adnd, as th?A:Jy31clan. Her is

not a sentimentalist, a weak-minded man. He is there fo%glru#x
-oRe—theng,. t0 see what is the matter. He is there to diagnmﬂe
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the disease, to see to the roots of the evil, aml&hen he is
there to cure. He will use medicine and a sharp knife, but
he is there to Gur?&a¥5;££%2%;hack to health those who arg
sicke This is /M4 ttitude toward plivsical disease eE=mar=—
and thése suffering in mind or perverse in character. We
have an illustration of this in that great play which Forbes-
Robertson gave for tiree or four years, "The Passing of the
Third Floor Back", It is a picture of a third rate boarding
louse in London, where the land-lady had been a lady but now
a thief, a fraud, and everybody in the house was like that in
one way or another. They were a bad lot. Into that house
came the stranger, tlhiis great, noble gentleman, with the most

wonderful voice any sveaking man has had. He comes and cures

that situation. And how does he do it? He treats them as

if they were good and they ares That is the wonderful
sight of the @Great Physician, that they are good and that
underneath this perversity there is goodness. He talks to
tiiis land-lady who tries to cheapen him, and when she looks
into his face she remembers she was a lady once, and she has
to be. He talks to the little Jew. The stranger said "You
are a Jew, are you not?" And the little Jew said, "What has
that got to do with it?" He said, "You are a Jew, of course
I can trust you", and then he made him see, in a sentence or
two, a great picture of that line of Jews. And so he met
this perverse human situation with eve and mind and heart of
the Great Phvsician.

That, I take it, is the philosophy with which Jesus
contradicts the philosophy of hate and the philosophy of war.
We have these two philosophies of life on trial at the wvresent
time, as never before. It has tlirown the nations of the world

into war as was never before seen, and we shall see what
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shall come of it. It is as if civilization were on fire,
ag 1f all that men had achieved in thousands of vears were
likely to be destroyeds What is the outcome? It is not the
preservation of life; it is the destruction of life and civi-
lization. It could almost be the destruction of this race

from off this earth, and over against that we have that still,
rale figure standing back yonder on the hills of Gallilee
declaring that there is a truth deeper than all this, a
tragedy, and it is the truth that there is that in man which
above everything else craves to give and receive love, which
above everything else craves to stretech out its hand to those
in need and bring them life, and so he stands there with this
memorable message on his lips, " .

"There are those who kill and destroy but I am

come (and you must come) that all the world

may have life and have it more and more abun
d&n‘bly. " i o T AW T O S S Rt




