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Brbs s detice. DEFARTMENT OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES,

Gustef ‘E.Karsten.

To the Honoraeble EBosrd of Trustees,
Gentlemeni-

I beg leave egein to cell your attention to the inadew

.guate condition of our library. Lvery one who hes been engaged in literary

work of any kim%:;n studying any subject,will kneow that his work is at the
outset crippled and must fall short of what it otherwise might have been,if
he cannot obtain the neces:ary books at the right time, This dl& impossible
at present at our Universitys It is trve that we canno%‘expect to have =
all at once an ideal library for the limited means at our disposal,but i1t

is also sure that the money now spent could be used to better advantage &£

-

if the present system of purchesing books could be abandoned or modified.
Nobody knows so well eas our euthprities how much money ma#hbe used for li=
brary purposes,end nobody in this country knows so well é;’our professors
what books are needed. This is in“controvertible and uﬁon this basis alone
cen a right d€vision of duties be found. Each profecscr should be told ai
the beginning of the financial year exactly how much money can be spent for
his depertment during the year. Then there will be ne rush for books at the
beginning of the year;there will be & fair division secured at the outset,
and each professor will be able o0 arrange his purchases systemstieally,.i
to sdapt his plans to the measns ellowed. Whether or not the Eosrd may then
think i1t advisable to exercise some further control,by meking it the duty

: T - + +he Trugiges,
of theprofessor to consult with the Presildent © with one pf the



Pue {[niversiTy oF [NDIANA.

PRESIOENT's OFFICE.

£ merely a personal question. The essentisl thing i1s thet each department
sbbu}dﬁknow exactly how mueh money there is in the treasury to be spent in
qtrvcf" & ‘

its iﬁ?@?@st. This of course does not exclude the advisebility of keeping «

certdin sum’ bagk for general or for quite §sreciel purposes,or of meking
P s '

Lt

6$§ég‘%¥propgiééiong for some departments.,

gi%yculu thepefofa regpectfully ask the Honorable Board to make a liber.
al ailﬁ%ance fer the Cermen department,in view of the fact that it is one
0f the largest in our University and that very little hasg been done for 1%
during the last year, It would be useless for me o mention any d@ffigite
sum, thousends of dollars could of course be spent to good advéntage,and it
remains for the'wisdmm of the board to decide how much can be done at press
ent.

Regpectfully stubmitted
Gustef E,Karsten.

Dep.of German,

Bloomington,Ind.,0ct. 24,1808,






