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THE BROVWN WYLIE CASE

FROM
¥inutes of the Board of Trustees

of
Washington College

December 2, 13016,

Board met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Janes Brice, Pres. pro. tem.
Rev. Thomas Hoge Alex. Murdoch
Hugh Wilson Beniel Moore
Robert Anderson James Ashbrooke
Rev. Cephas Dodd , Rev, Ob, Jennings
Elex. Reed Thomas McCGiffin
David Shields Parker Campbell
Josepn Pentecost George Baird, Secy.

David Morris

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of this college learn with much
regret that some tavern keepers of thls place are so fer lost to 2
sense of both duty and interest as to permit some of the students to
behave with great impropriety in their houses.

RESOLVED, that any public housekeeper in this town or its vieinity
who may after the date of this resolution in any wise encourage or
permit any of the students attending at this college to commit eny
indecent acts or behave in any riotous manner shall be punished %o
the utmost extent of the law, and our councillor is hereby
instructed on behalf and in the name of the Board to make immediate
application to the court for the purpose of having such publiec
housekeeper deprived of his license.

RESOLVED, that the secretary furnish each tavern keeper in this
Borough with a copy of the above resolution.

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the Board not being
prepared to report, Mr., Campbell offers for consideration the follow-
ing resolution. Viz:

Washington,College,
December 2, 1816.

This Board being earnestly impressed with e bellef that
the interests of this college and the cause of science generelly re-
quire the undivided attention of the principal of the college -- and
being moreover deeply impressed with the high talents, important
services and great fidelity of the Rev. M. Brown as principal of the
college do hereby declare it expedient, and necessary to have his
undivided attention in the college -- to appoint a committee to con-
fer with him upon this interesting subject, and to ascertain from
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him as soon as may be convenlent, whﬁﬁﬁ@r i1t be not practicable for
the college to have and possess the benefit and advantage of his tal-
ents and oualifications exclusively or at least without more :
interruption than may arise from an occasional interchange and per-
formance of clerical duties.”

And after considerasble discussion it was moved and seconded thet this
Board adjourn to meet again on the 3rd Monday of December inst.

Whiech wes determined in the affirmative.
: ADJOURNED,

December 16, 1816.

4
The Board met pursuant to adjournmen?.
F—1

Present Rev. Jno. Anderson, President =

|
Rev.Joseph Stephenson " Aleéx. R éﬂ. 3
¥ William Speer David Morris -
"  Andrew Gwinn / David Shields
" Cephas Dodd /" /Hugh Wilson
" Thomas Hoge ( 6seph Pentecost
- Thomas Allison N, VParker Campbell :
Daniel Moore =\ Robert Anderson : ;
James-Brice / .\ Names Ashbrocke -
Alex. Murdoch [ { _ ';\ George Baird, Secy.

Thomas McGiffen | .
s, , /

' - - "The resolution-offered-by Mr. Campbell on the 2nd instant
being under considoeration, 1tgpas moved by Mr, Campbell and seconded
by Mr. Reed that a coimittae,‘e appointed to walt upon the Rev. M,
Brown and respectfully\ragqgé from him a definite answer in writing
to the following enquiries?®

1st. Do you consider yourself under any obligation by contract with
this Board to continue for any particular period of time, as prinei-
pal of the college. If so,
2nd. Be pleased to state for what particular time you consider your-
self so bound to remain in that capaeity.

3rd, In the event of a.resolution or determination of this Board de-
claring a separation of the duties of the principal of the college,

from those of the Pastor of the Congregation, so as to have the un-
divided attention of the principal devoted to the duties of the

College, will you adhere to the college or will you relinqulsh the
charge of it. And if you will relinquish the college be pleassd to
state at what particular time you will so rslinguish whether imuediately
or at the end of the present session.”

1t was moved by Mr. Speer and seconded by Mr. Gwinn, that the gquestion
on the preceeding resolution bs postponed for the reading of a




"immediately,  After what hes pasaed}\

‘Buccessor,
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communicaticn from Mr. Brown which was agreed to and the communieca-
tion was read, (Filed).

The question on the resolution offered by Mr. Campbell Eecurring,
it was determined in the affirmative and Messrs. Allison, Stevenson, and
Dodd were appointed a committee to carry sald resolution into effect,

The committes having waited upon Mr. Brdwn, returned the following
answer in writing from him which was read: Viz:

In answer to the enquiries of the Board I beg leave respsctfully

to reply

18t, That I do not consider nyself under any obligation by contract
with the Board to continue for any particular period as principal

of the college. This is my enswer to the first inquiry, and this

‘Bupercedes the ‘theessity of any reply to the decond. With respect to

the third enquiry, I consider it answered _in part in the communication

‘already made ~- I have stated that in case o alternative I will
‘not give up my congregation but must relinquish\ths college. 4s to
-the latter part of the Lth enquiry ggf

‘B0 relingquish, whethsr immediately dr

at particuler time willSgou
he end of the present session."
on resolved to relinguish
my own views of the origin,
the tendency of such = resclution, and tte aspect towards myself, 1
would consider that I had lo t the confidence of a majority of the
Board; that I wsas sceupying 'statiqn;for which I was considered dis-
qualified, and could not for\t es::fzd other réasons consent to re-

at
Ihave; a8 the result of mature delite

main any longer as principal. —am not, however, prepared to say that
I would not consent after—y resignetion to serve the institution in
an individual capacity(iii/j?mp time until they could obtain s

/)
: With much respect

(Signed) M, Brown

‘To the Board of Trustees

It was moved by Mr. Campbell and seconded by Mr, McCGiffen thet the
consideration of the rescluticn offered on the 2nd inst. be postponed,

On the question, will the Board agree to it?
It was detsrmined in the negative,

Whereupon Mr. Campbell and Mr, McGifoE, the mover and seconder of
sald resolution withdrew it. ' ADJCURNED,
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April 30th, 1817.

A stated moeting of the Trustees held of this date.

Present: The Rev. John Andersca, President

Rev. Thomas Hoge Joseph Penticost

" Andrew Gwinn Robert Anderson

" Joseph Stephenson Alexander Reed

" Obadiah Jennings Alexander Murdoch

" Wiiliam Speer James Brice ¢

" Thomas Allison David 8hields
Thomas Me@Giffen Parker Campbell
Hugh Wilson David Morris
Daniel Moore Rev. Cephas Dodd
James Ashbrooke George Beird, Secy.

A motion was made by Mr. Campbell and Mr. McGiffen and read as fol-
lows: viz! Resolved, that it is expedient to beparate the duties of
the prinecipal of this college from thosa of r of the congregation
80 that the college may have anc enjoy the undivided attention of

the Prineipal to the duties of the ¢ legs; and 841d duties are here-
by deélared to be separated for the Enrp s aforesaid., e

It wes moved by Mr., Jennings and MF}\ henson to postpone the zbove
for the purpose of considering tne\{gii?ging 86 a substitute, Viz:

; o
Whereas the Rev. Matthew Bro /h;;\afficially communicated to this
board his determination to r lggqui h/ his charge as principal of the
college and to adhere to_the econg (tion If a separaticn of the dutles
of principal and pastor’offthg\bﬁnggggation should be deemed necessary.

And whereas this board do daé;>it necessary to promote the interest
of this college that ungiyicded attention of the principal be
devoted to the institution - Therefore,

RESOLVED, that after the end of the next sessicn the duties aforesalid
shell be separated, and that a committee of three members of this
Board be appointed to take the necessary measures to ascertain without
delay, when & suitable person can be procured to take charge of the
cgllege as principal who will devote his whole time and attention to
the seme,

And on the qguestion will the board so agree to postpone.

The yeas and nays were required and are as follows: viz:

Ayes Nays
Messrs. Hoge Mesers. Allison
Gwinn McGiffen
Stephenson ¥Wilson
Jennings Moore
Speer Ashbrooke
Penticost Anderson
Reed Murdoeh
Dodd \ Brice
Morris Shields
Baird (10) Campbell

Anderson, Pres. (11)




8o 1t was determined in the negatlve.
And the question recurring on the original resolution.

The yeas and hays were regquirecd and are as follows:

Yeas Nays

Messre. Allison  Anderson Messrs. Hoge Morris
MeGiffen Murdoch Gwinn Baird (7)
Tilson Brice Speer
Moore Shields Penticost
Ashbrooke Cempoell (10) Reed

So 1t was determined in the affirmative. :
" A motlon was made by Mr, Campbell and Mr. McGiffen end read as
follows: viz: Wnereas the Rev. Matthew Brown hes officially -
ennounced to this Board his determinatiop—to-ralinquish his charge

as principal of the college and to adhefe-to—tha\congregation Bf a
separation of the duties aforesald s 4 be deslared by this Board,
‘and whereas the Rev. Andrew Wylie h igned his situation as
Principal or president of the colléz o efferson, and signified his
‘disposition tov ascept the office of ipal of this college and to
give his whole and undivided at tioncto the duties thereof. There-
fore, Resolved, that the said qndnpwfﬂ¥v%e be, and he is hercby
appointed by this Board as p inecipal' o he college with a salary of
twslve hundred dollars per ennum, ppyable semi-ennually s heretofore.

"And on the question will the\Bgar ree to the same,
.The‘yeas and nays were .ro’ ired & are as follows: wviz:
_ e : . ,
~Yeac { (hﬁer)/3‘ : Nays
: o \
Mesars. Stephenson A 8 % Messrs. Jennings
£ ~ ¥ JAllison ¥ h Speers
HeGiffen Brice & . Penticost -
+ - Wilson Shields Reed
Moore Campbell dorris
_Ashbrooke Dodd (12) : Baird (6)

To this question was determined ln the affirmative.

To the above two resclutions offered by #Mr. Cempbell, the under-
signed numbers of the board of trustees enter;p ;. pretestior the
followlng reasons. _

‘1lst. Because 1t is believed that the changes which these resoclu-

“ tions are intonded to effcct will be highly injurious to this insti-
* tution as they involve on increase of expenditures entirely incon-
“‘sistent with the funds of the ccllege, by a large addition to the

" salary of principel at a mm¥zry period when additional buildings are
underteken, which demand resources beyond the controll of this

. Board, and the expenses of which in the present embarrassed state of
" pecunliary affairs in the comnunity 1t will be very difficult if

. not impracticable to meet.
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2nd., Becasuse it is deemed unnecessary, inasmuch as the most deter-
nined advocates of those resolutions have not ventured to say that
thepe has been any difficiency of attention, industry or talents on

the part of the Rev. Matthew Brown, the present principal, and inas-
much as ve have seen him enter a few yeare since within the i
desolate walls of our academy and by en extraordinary zeal, tztBnsive
influence, and indefatigable industry with very scenty compensation,
bacoming the instrument of rearing up a ccllege which if it dces

not excell equals any in number of students, respectebllity and useful-
ness in this, or tne adjolning states.

3rd. Because we believe that wanton innovations in prosperous
circunstances are frequently punicious, and depreecste with deep eon-
cern the rilsque of introducing into the principalship a person whom
we conslder in some lomportant respects less quelified for the duties
of that office; and pernaps blasting the flat ering prospecets which
the recent prosperity and present state of this institution have
afforded us, 1 _

-
Lth. Beeause we shrink from the viole to ou n feelings which
displacing a worthy and successful sefys of thi¥ institution and
©

of the publie without cause; and in/a/mepngr calculated to wound his
feelings would effect; and from the &tr charge of ingratitude whieh
such a proceeding will inour en attentive and intelligent

comnunity.
= i

Ve solemnly protest agginst ¢ e aforesald resolutions inesmueh
88 we are persuaded that the \nner/in which the arrangenent entersed

into by eleven trustees‘ h ge, to engege the Rev. Andrew
Vylie to undertake the - superinte:
n

nce of this institution was on their

part secret, informal d wesbelieve contrary to the spirit of our
charter, and on the part of Mr Wylie, highly derogatry from thet
candor, uprightness agq\tég,dﬁ§ of conduct which we consider as

necessary requlsites in aracter of the man whom we would wish to
see placed at the head of this seminary. And inesmuch as we ¢annot
but 5s i the aforeseid Mr. %ylie in entering into such an

arrangement as thereby violating that good faith which he was solemnly
bound to exercise toward Jefferson College of whieh he was at the time
of entering into thet contract the prineipal,

Signed: Alexander Reed Joseph Penticost
George Baird David Morris
Andrew Gwinn Williem Spears

It was moved by Mr. Campbell and seconded by Mr. MeGiffin that a
committee of five be eppointed to communicate to Mr. Wylie the proceed-
ings of this evening sc far as relates to him; end address the publie
and the students on the situation of the College if %k in their opinion
it may be hecessary, whlch was agreed to:

Resolved, that Messrs, Stevenson, Campbell, Allison, Anderson and
Murdoch be gsid conmittes,

Resolved, that this board now adjourn to meet again on the 8th day
of next month,
ADJCURNED,
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October 7,1819,

"Resignaotions of Rev.iWilliam Spear and ilexander
and filed"

hev.kFlisha EeCurdy having refused to accept of the annointment as
a member of the Board Rev.Joseph ¥eClurg of Pittsburgh and theRep.
Charles i’heeler elected to sunply the places of Messrs Epear and

keed accepted

YeCurdy. Honbl.Th H.Baird elected in the room of ¥r.Reed.




