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i‘l{l‘l Committee, appointed by fﬁe Roard of Jefferson
" Callege to prepare, an ‘answer to fhe publication of the )
% Washiigton Board, reported the following, which was "ac-" * !
5 eepted, und ordored to.be published,” ;. e

SAtis with the utmost ‘reluctance that this Board enters

upon a public invugﬁgaﬁqn of the proceedings of a late at-
* . tempt to unite  the Colleges of Jeflerson and Washington, - o Tk
» &« ‘They nre however compelled to do so.  'Their reply of
September the 25th, 1817, to the Washington Board, in an- ~ &)
s, swer to & communication respecting the union of the two
! Colleges, was of a private nature, and certainly did not Py |
v | 'y,  impose on the Washington Board the necessity of that ad-
dress, which they hdve lately jssued to the public. Althe’
« they say that a copy of that address was ordered to be sent -
v 0 g\e efferson Board, and another qop{ to the press, yet et
s the the Jefferson Board have not received this copy; although
: . a member of the Committee, who drafted and reported it,
on of ~was ‘in Canonsburgh the Ist,Tuesday, of December last,
%3 - When the Jefferson Board was sitting. ' From this circum- ;
pted, 1 ptance;iand from the whole tenor of the address, it is ph- 1 4
3 * @ v vious that their, design was, not so much to promote an
uniod of the two Colleges, ‘as ‘to vindicate their own cha-
racter and conduct, respecting a_secret agreement they
- made with Mr, Wylie, whilst Principal of Jefforson Col-
o -!cgic, and to pour opprobrium on the Jefterson Board which
indeed they-@nve done with an unsparing hand. % "= S
To lay before the publica plain and Iinpartial statement of :
the proceedings respécting the union of the two Colleges, i
mgether with the corresponding facts, which were the cafide A {
+ |}« of the failure, isa duty which ?he,kﬂ'ersou Board now owe"

4 £/ 7o the public, and to themselves; and then let the impar- {
tial and enlightened Fublic judge where the blame of fail- el
ure lies, and which of the two Boards is to be charged with
awant of “candour, of honour, and of good faith.”

For this purpose it may not be unnecessary to give a
\) &5 short history of ‘the rise and progress of the two Institu-
Y tions. N e S IR TR e B
z In the year 1787 the Legislature of this State granted a's
: ‘-_!hnmtmn of lands, for the purpose of erecting and supp’orb-':
ing an Acadcm‘y in the town of Washington. The Revd,
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Measra. Maithew Henderson, Joseph Smith and John M~
Millan, who were appointed Trustees, used all their influ.
ence and best endeavours to get this Academy into opera-
tion, for the purpose of promoting literature amongst the
inhabitants of the Western Counties in general, and also
with the fond hope that the loud calls, and repeated de-
mands for preachers of the gospel might be sup})licd fromn
that institution. But sv indifferent were the mhabitants
of that town to the interests of Literature in gereral, and
to the demands of the church in particular, tﬁat notwith-
standing the «ggple funds,” so often mentioned by the
Washington Board, an Academy could not be supported.
The Rev. Mr. Dodd, and after him, Mr. David Johnstone,
made the attempt by engaging as teachers; but were forced
to give up the benevolent design, through the indifference

_ and inattention of the citizens of that pface.

- When the hopes of Mr. M’Millan were blasted by the
indifterence and inattention of the Trustees of the Acade-
my at Washington, notwithstanding « their ample funds,”
he turned his attention to Canonsburgh, as a place of great-
er hopes, and more suited to his views. He solicited do-
vations from private individuals for erecting an Academy
at that place, and succeeded. The Legislature granted a
charter in 1794. - A house was built, and a Latin and
Greek school, which he had ke};\t at his own house, for the
purpose of supplying the church, as far as was practicable,

“was translafed to this infant Academy, the original founs

I

tain of science and literature in these Western Counties.

In the vear 1802 a charter for a College was applied for
*and ro;u[ﬂ_y granted by the Legislature of the State. All
Ahis was done openly, and the Board of Washington Ac-
“n‘y made no opposition.  This institution was founded
rincipally for the educating of young men for the gosps']
ninistry, and this end it has remarkably answered. We
¢an now ‘wive the names of one hundred, who have been, or
-pow are emploeyed, in the gospel ministry, and of twelve
who are now studying Theology, who have all received
“their edacation, in whole "or in part, at Canonsburgh. A
yumber also have become practising Lawyers and Phy-
sicians.

Some years after the Jefferson College had received its
Charter, the Trustees of Washinglon Academy applied for
a charter also. ‘They obtained one; and as Washington
is only seven miles from Canousburgh, it has been a mals
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- . {er of just surprise_to every thinking man, that & charter ‘
Je - TAGRE Cyaipranted. G FUER S e E
1- ' %The Washington College had scarcely gone into opera- ; '
e " lon*when the Trustees began to talk of ap union of the !
0 9 “4wo Colleges s but 't nll times upon .the condition that
- Pl Washington should be'the site, This, as the Committee
i ; Awho penned this address express it, was to be a“siue que -
(3 4ol </ mons—a point that must not be discussed. ‘Their “ample
d o B0 Aandse®” was thejr constant and strong argument: while the ‘
- 5 {uhds of Jefferson “College were represented as little or ¥
e { &2 nothing, or to use their own language, « precarious and _
1. ; unceruin, l|t‘p(’l|¢|in rin a greal measure upon private do- il
- natlons and rnntrihutinm.” This however is not tiue. i
d o While it was an Academy, a number of the Trustees did 1
o ,?‘;*, Indoed contribute a yearly sum, according to their abilities, ;
. for ity ‘support: amongst whom the Rev. John M'Millan 43
e © % “pald ten pounds annuully, out of a yearly stipend of one g
Pn . andeed pounds j while the ‘Washington Academy, with o
? Do el s e amiple funds,” did little or nothing for the inter- :
sy {1 ceats of literature and of religion as connected with it. - Rut ,
)- [ o thede donations censed as soon as a chavter for a College
© . arns obfained :and they have now funds to more than 37000 ! S
a “lollars, ‘besides 4400 bequeathed by pious individuals, for r
» 4c  Cassisting poor, but plous young men in receiving an edu- ;
d ‘. reation fpr the gospel ministry: 2660 dollars of which were i
Cy o beguenthed «by the late Rev. Mr, John Clark of Bethel, in J;?'
& .Al?ervheny Caunty. ‘A<number of pious, but poor young L
; men have ecwell assistairce from this fund, and are now T
i d "prc-nc'lniﬁ;fgh;p gospel of the Son of Gud : and others, from hd
It ‘the assistance received from it, are now preparing theme | b
= welves for that fmportant work. s i
d ' * i As it was the opinion of a number of persons in thi .
T ,1 « the adjacent counties, that the intérests of literature W £
[ 4 “be promoted by an union of the two Colleges, the Jefferson /
o “Board, in September 1815, -appointed aCommittee of their }
e body, to meeta Committeé [rom the Washington Board, to
d . confer on the subject. The Commitiees met at Canons-
A, ~ “burgh, and on the business being introduced, the Jefierson - !
- , Commitice were Yimmediately presented with the lordly /

N 4” and imperious sfne gua von ; or, that Washington wust be y
s the site, 'The Jefferson Committee urged thie preference 3
iy of Canonshurgh to Washington from the following conside- .
] “P . mations—that, large towns, like Washington, which were ;
~ #til) rapidly increasing, were wufiiendly to study, which
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required retirement and seclusion from bustle and noisé-
that boarding was, and from the nature of things, must
still be cheaper at the one place than at the other, and that
this was a matter of considerable importance to many st~
dents, and to their parents—that that strict and wholesome
discipline, which was necessary to restrain the impetuous
‘passions of youth,and to form habits of tmnrerance and mo-
rality, could not be so well exercised in a large and much
frequented town, as in one small and retired—and above
all, that temptations to vice and dissipation did not exist
somuch in a small, as in a large and populous town—that
those so disposed, had not an opportunity of gratifying
their unruly passions in the one, as in the other—and that
ifatany time they made the attempt, they could and would
be immediately detected ; whereas in a populous town they
might be ruined before a detection could take place, what-
ever the vigilance of their teachers might be*  But all in
vain, They were told by the Washington Committee that
their instructions were, that if they would transfer their
students and funds to Washington, they would be received.
Havine done el that was in their power heretofore for the
interests of literature, and still anxions to promote it, the
Jefferson  Committee agreed, before they separated, that
the Washington Board shotild chuse three members out of
" the Jefferson Board, and the Jefferson Board three out of

the Washington Board, for farther conference on the sub-
ject. It was also expressly agreed that ar&tbing that the
Committees did, should not be decisive, but should be laid
before the Boards for their ratification or rejection.( ) The
cashington Board chose the Rev. Messrs. Thomas Mar-
Flisha M’Curdy, and judge Allison: And the Jeffer-
Board chose the Rev. Messrs. Joseph Stephenson, The-
mas Allison and Andrew Gwinn.

The Jefferson Board, willing to promote an union on
equitable terms, instructed their committee to form a con-
vention on either of the following conditions. 1st. That
both Boards should resign their charters into the hands of
the 'State Legislature, and petition that body for a new

* The records of the Faculty of Washington College for the lust
vear, it examined, would be a practical proof of the truth and force
of these arguments.  They wounid show how many young men were
expelled within that space of time, and for what crimés; and how
long they continued in the perpetration of these abominable and
zuinirg crimes hefore they were detected.

See Appendix. (1)
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*lt}'[,n'u'ghtbvst. - Or 2dly. That both Boards should meet, and
Lafter prayer to Almighty God, leave the decision of the site
‘;. 0 igolemn lot. These conditions, which one would think e

. teasonable men would or could reject, were rejected with
the old argument of their ample funds ; as if earth and hea-

. yen were to give way to a little money ; or as if their havw

. falr and reasonable proposals,

..formed a convention on the foﬁowing terms-—that V¥l

ing a few thousand dollars more than their neighbours, war-
vanted men, where, a public good was concerned, to set
at nought, not only the wise and unprejudiced decisions of
the Stute Legislature, but the infinitely viise and impartial
decisions uﬁwaven itself. ‘This circumstance, not gene-
rally known before, may perhaps induce the unprejudiced
part of the public to suspect that the Washington Board
were not actuated by that pure and disinterested principle
for ‘:‘rumutin y the interests ‘of literature, of which they
spenk so muc!fr and 8o often in their address.
! When the .ﬁll'crsnn Committee returned to the Board,
Which was still sitting, and reported the rejection of such
éley knew not well what te
do. . Willing however to make any reasonable sacrifice for
«the interests of literature, they consulted Mr. Wylie, the
]’rincl‘yal, and asked his advice. Wr. Wylie gave it as

" “his opinion, that should the Washington Board give five

thouganid dollars for enlarging the College buildingzs—give
.the Jefferson Board a preponderance, and priovity in the
‘united Board==and secure the Jefierson Faculty, it might
be best to concede to them the site. . This determined the
Aefterson Board, and accordingly they instructed their com

_mittee to return, and form a convention on those terms. (3

v The two committees met again on the next day,&ind

ington shodld be the site of the united College—thaf the
Washington Beard should give five thousand dollars to the

- wjoint funds-——that in the new Board there should be eleven
~members out of the Board of Jefferson, not such as the
. Board of Jefferson might chuse, but such as the Board of

Washington might think proper to appoint—and that the
Faculty should be chosen by this new Board. ()
When the Jefferson Board met in January 181¢, to re-
ceive the report of the Committee, they refused to ratify it,
.and for so doing they are charged, in the Washineton ad-

 dress, with a want of good faith. They also say that there

Bt\c Appendix.(B ) Sce Appendix.("C ),

; '&r}qr for the united College, and fix the site where they :
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* was only one of a majority on this vote. The contrary
however is the truth,  ‘There was not a dissenting voice ;
but it is true that a few members did not vote at all.

An exposition of the reasons which induced the Jefterson
Toard to refuse their sanction to the convention, if not due
to the Washington Board, is’ however at present due to
the public. ;

Lot it be remembered, that when it was agreed that
Committees should be appointed to confer about an
wition of the two Colleges, that it was-an express stipula-
tion, that nothing that the Committees might do should be
binding upon either Boards, bt was to he referred to them
for their ratification or rejection. "T'hiz alone, the Board
of Jelferson conceived, was suflicient to justify them in re-
fusing their sanction, if they thought proper.

But besides this, let it be recollected that the instruc-

» tions given to the Jefferson Cotnmittoe, were to gecure, not
only a majority in the united Board, but to secure the
Jetferson Faculty: and the Committee, of themselves,¥and
with the appm'l)ution of the Board, insisted that Mr, Wylie
should be President: for he was then highly esteeme by
every member of the Board, and some of them had a par-
ticular warmth of fricndship for him. But by the terms of
{he convention, the majority was not to be chosen by the

_ Jefforson Board themselves, but by the Board of “-"as'{ning«

. “ton. 'This circunstance the Jefferson Committee doubtless
thought to be altogether immaterial, as they had secured a
majority in the united Board, agl'ceahly 1o their ins{ruc-
fions: and at ficst-view it will appear so to every honest,
and unsuspecting mind. But however immaterial at first
view, it was designed, if not by the Washington Commit-

‘4gg, ‘yet by those who took the lead in this business, and
gave them their instructions, to defeat the plain design of
the convention, and leave it optional with the Washington
Board, whether they would chuse Mr. Wylie President, or
any of the Jefferson Faculty at all. That they did not
then design to chuse Mr. Wylie President of the united
College, was soon made manifest by the precipitant con-
duct, and cenfession of vne :of -the membeérs of the Wash-
ington Board, injudiciously, it would seem, admitted to

“the secrets of tijle chiof actors of the Drama.  For the
Washington Board had scarcely adjourned, afier vatifying
the convention, when a gentleman of the highest probity,
hearing what was done with surprise, asked that member
if they had not sacrificed Mr. Brown, then President of
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ge? And that member coolly replied, O
noj for as we have the choice of the majority from the
Jefferson Board, we can easily select one or more, who we
know will vote for Mr. Brown, and not for Mr. Wylie; or
farther well known that

‘f §e ":_‘— %
Vashington Colle

= " ° thatmember was busied in devising plaps for that purpose,

en

,ﬂ[h_;‘ ;
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_ dsked, was’it not

. " wwas final, and that the Board had it not

" thein, as the Washington Board asserts.
“ington

even befure the Board had adf'ourned. Now this was
kiown to many, if not to all of the Jefferson Board, when

“they refused to ganction what the Committees had doney

and had a great influence on their vote. :

"Ifit be asked, why not mention the nanie of that gen-
tleman and of the member alluded to—we answer, from a
reluctance to mention publicly the name of any man, when
it is not to his honour, or when his name is not introduced
into the Washington address. But if the Washingion
Toard require their names, both they and the public shall
have them==we have the gentlemen’s liberty to do so.

.+ 1t may perhaps be asked, did not the Washington Board
gend you a cofimunication in A{n-il 1816, informing you
that, the Jeflerson Faculty should be secured? It s be-
lieved they did,” But we had such a specimen of the ad-
. dress and talents (of a certain kind) of the hrime conduc-
tors of :the foregoing scene, that we deemeé it prudent to
pause, before we opened - fresh negotiation with such
skilled and wily diplomatists; and subsequent transactions

proved the P‘_udence of such a résolution. There must be

a change of men,or af Jeast of principle, before such a
negotiation can poSsi‘bly'take place. 1t ma be farther
he opicion of . some of the Jefferson
two Committees

in their power to
anction ? We admit that this was the opin~
t of the one halfgof
But the Wash-

address has srobably convinced them of their er=

xor. Amongst the ommittee appointed to draft that ad-
o, dress; we see the names of two gentlemen of the Bar well
gkilled, it seems, in the law of nations, and the doctrines
of ‘gontracts; and yet, ‘notwithstanding much specious

reasoning to prove
Committees, was final and conclusive; it is

ceded by them, that the acts 0
binding without the sanction of the sovereign. Without

pretendiog to an accurate knowledge of law, this we pre-

Board, that the convention formed by the

awithhold this &
“ion of some of the members, but no

finally con-

that the convention formed by the two

f an Ambassadjor are not,

.
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sume is the case, as_put by themselves, that bears unon
“the present point; and not that of ‘one man granting let-
ters of attorney to another. ' Besides, the conduct of the
Washington ‘Board iteelf confirms the correctness of this
osition, " There are in that Board five gentlemen learned
i law; and yet it seems they thought necessary to ratify
the convention, in order to"its being valid; but this ac-
cording to the doctrine laid down in the address, was
scarcely necessary, being, as they tell us, a matter of
“mere form and of course.” . But be that as it may, it is,
and must be conceded, thata knowledgze, or even a well
grounded suspicion of the one party not to execute a com-
pact, according to the meaning and design of the other, is
a full justification of the latterin withholding their assent.
But this the Jeftferson Board had  from a quarter and au-
thority, which they could not question. T'hey therefore
Yeave it to the enlightened and impartial ‘public to say,
where the charge of a want of good faith is to be placed.
It now only remains to make a few observations on some
other parts of the Washington address, of minor inpor-
tance indeed, but which have a considerable bearing on
the point at issue,> " << v T 3 ;
They assert that “a number 'of the Jefferson Board had
formed a seéret agreement and determination to withdraw
from the Board whenever a proposifion for an union was
€ubmitted to them 7 and for the proof of this they appeal to
the Jefferson Board themselves.- And this they assign as
the reason why they did not open a fresh negociation for
accomplishing an union of the two Colleges, Dut pursued
measures which we shall strictly notice. But facts, which
the Washington Board knew before they either wrote or
published this address, contradict this assertion, and prove
that there was no good ground for the ‘surmise. For al-
though the Jefferson Board was adjourned, beforé their
communication to that purpose ‘in September last came to

the hands of the President, yet as soon as it was known

that such a communication was in his hands, the Board
immediately re-assembled, took it into consideration, and
gave it that answer avhich they thought it deserved, and
with which the Washington Board seem™to be much of.
fended, but with what Justice, let their intrigues previous
to that event testify. : :

They also assert that the Jefferson Board had not a quo-
rwn for the two years past. -Than this assertion nothing
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be more uhtrue, The ‘had, hot indeed a_quorum in
- 2April 1817, and perhaps tge Washington Board could_tell
1%]13' peal cause.. But they had a quorum in Japuary 1816,
i April 1810, in September 1816, and in September,1817.
‘'We would not have noticed this assertion, bold and un-
: %ruo as it is, had it not been made for the purpose of hold-
“ing out Jeflerson College, as in a state of disorganization,
‘and to palliate their own conduct in making a secretagree-
Sment with Mr. Wylie, the Principal of the College, while

4 in their employ. ¢ .. e
L4 It is with pain that we mention Mr. Wylie's name on
this point, or make a single stricture ou his conduct. ~ No-

and_nost assuredly that would have been foregone liad he
¢ ot allowed his naine to be introduced by the %\"ashingmn
+Board, and made use of to cover a transaction, that was
*designed to destroy Jefferson College at a single blow:
nind, had it not been for the intervention -of an all-seeing
“and graclous providence, swould have had the same effect
wupon it, as the gun-powder plot was designed to have upon
~ithe British parliament. .7t - oa oo s
¢ 2/ That eleven of the twenty one members of the Washing-
ton Board did, in December 1816, enter into a scciof
written contract with Mr. Wylie, then Principal of Jeffer-
. +pon College,spledging themselves to:set aside, by their
“ 4 yote) in the enswing ‘spring, the Rev.:Matthew Brown,
-/ then President:of Was rington College, and to elect him
“ Mr, Wylic) inhis stead, is a well known fact, and is not
_*denied in their address to the public. : They did not inform
~.4 u pingle member of the Jefferson Board of this singular pro-
,-:EQeedm?Lthey_ did not inform Mr. Browr—nor did they in-
2+ form the' remaining ten members of their own Board: on
i :4 ‘f‘fhcgount of which, and for other causes connected with it,
~\they, or at least a number of them, €atered on the recorde
- of the Washington Board, a strong, audto themselves an
¢ % honorable protest.( 1)1t was doubtless the designand ho e
20 of the coutrivers of this plot, thatit should never be disco-
b7 vered 1 and a8t Mr. Brown was nof “to be laid aside until
A the ‘April following, ‘not ‘Mr. W‘y-"lie elected in his stezd,

l thing but necessary self-defence could induce us so to do:
i

B —

cag
Lo & it was expected {hat Jefferson College would be comple te-
"' 1y disorganized, by the ‘sudden and unespected loss of ifs
I ' Principal; ‘But “he who sits upon the circle of the lea-
y *"wens,” and sees and holds in derision .the wicked, though

Sce Appendix.( D)
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yu0st cunning devices of mortal man, so interposed by his

Providence, that the Plot was discovered time enough to i
prevent its disorganizing and destructive influence on Jef- {5»’
" Herson College. " The Washington Board, or to speak with k '

more accuracy, the eleven plotting members, tell us how-
ever that this was, at worst, only “an informal,” bLut not i+
an “immoral act.” We do not know by what system of o
"Ethicks they have tested this act: but this we krfuw, that L
it is as opposite, as light is to darkness, to a most excel- !
lent system of Ethicks—Christ’s sermon on the mount,
and to that prece]i)t of it particularly ; “ Whatsoever ye ‘
would that men should do unto you, do ye even so to hY 4
them, for this is the law and the Prophets.” They also :
labour hard to prove that the scenes of this act could not
by any means, give it an immoral hue.—This is admitted,
It was its contrariety to the golden rule just now mention-
ed, together with the cruel and ungenerous design of blow-
ing up both Jefferson College, and Mr. Brown, with the
same train, that gave it its immoral hue; but then the se-
crecy with whic?l it was done, evinces the truth, and
shows the justness of another observation of that excellent
moralist before mentioned,— that men love darkness ra-
ther than light, because their deeds are evil,” from which
he argues their just condemnation. ' :

"

It 1s no doubt a matter of surprise to many, especially to
those 'who live at a distance, that the majority of the
Washington Board should lay a train for blowing up Mr,
Brown, at the same time with Jefferson College—Mr.
Brown, to whose “high talents, important services and
fidelity as President of Washington College,” they them~
- selves bear witness in the appendix to theiraddress: And
“ywe may add, under whose auspices Washington College
_attained its present maturity. But that they did lay such
& plan, and succeeded in it, though -it failed with respect ¢ #
to Jefterson College, is established by facts, the most stub- & &
born and unanswerable of all arguments, ‘As has been al- .
ready observed, they did not inform Mr. Brown of the se-
,eret compact they made with Mr. Wylie ; and it is wor-
-"thy of particular notice, that their vote to separate the du- =
ties of President of the College, and Pastor of the cohey PP
gregation of Wushington, did not take place until the 5r'th
of April 1817, Whereas this secret agreement with Mr.
“ Wylie took place in December 1816, We do not pretend
* %o assign the real cause of their dissatisfaction with Mr,
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'go;ﬁ'ﬂhﬁut thése in and near Washington, who are best
' “ingquainted with this extraordinary transaction, hesitate not
L o u.y:r»that Mr. Brown’s, de‘(’laring from the pulpit, t]zat at-
* tendance on balls,.and other.dancing parties, was incon-
*gistent with the profession of Christianity, and threatening
[ 2o censure those church members who did so; if not the
.+ only, was at least one cause.. They say, that it is well
known and, remembered that this gave great umbrage to
.-gome of the leading actors in this business, if not on their
| i< own account, yet on account of some of their relations and
{:,‘f‘ connectionsr—that shortly after, and not till then, they be-

¢ gan to talk of the “vast adyantazes that would redound to
. _the College, in having the undivided labours of the Presi-
Y- dent”—and. that by their address, and this specious argu-
iment, they brought a majority of the Trustees into the
‘aneasure, and finally into the plot. But be this as it may,
| = Aghat uohappy and unjustifiable transaction has done irre-
- iparable mischief to society—to the interests of Literatuie—
7 wand to the church in the bounds of the Presbytery of Ohio.
“4-4It has torn up by the roots those charities that bind soci-ty
ogether, and are the source of its best and purest comforts’;
+wapd in an especial manner distracted and disunited the
““once happy, respectable, and united citizens of Washing-
- ton. 1t has laid the foundation of irritations and collisions
! M gbeiween the two Colleges, that ma 7 ot soon, nor casily
| tbe removed—and it has'in a great degree destroyed that
# . harmony that ought to subsist among those, whose peculiar
l’ -office it i8 to promote « purc and undefiled religion.” These.
- “wgbservations, though they principally refer to Mr. Brown,
i syel are not irrelo.vuntjo_ the main point, as they serve as o
} »

#gluc to lead to the secret springs of this mysterious, double
plot, productive of s0 many mischievous and demoralizing
wonsequences. » May the consideration of these consequen-
ey induce those who were engaged in it, to renounce for
the time to come, * the unfruitful works of darkness, and
2o walk as the children of the light and of the day.”

-
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**proposed to him by the Washington  Board, 'that ‘he gave
~* . nunotice of his design toresign his office of Principal of Jeffer-
/+8on College, fully three months before a successor would
7" be wanted, to John M'Millan D. D. to the Rev. Flisha

ceretary of the Board, Dr,

furdock however, though

U amtgretary of the Board, krﬁf: the notice {0 himself. Bu

< Mro Wiylie however says, in his answers to the questions

‘_M‘f'-ul‘d‘y,‘i.o,Crai%Ritchi‘e, Estk and to Dr, Murdock, the -

-
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this will be easily accounted for, when it is considered,
thut he was one of the prime actors in this miduight vusi.
ness, aud it is believed wrote the instrument of writing be-
tween Mr. Wylie and the eleven trustees of the Washington
Board, thuug[t 1no man had heretofore been more yiolertl

‘opposed to the union of the two Colleges at Washington®
Mr. M’Curdy and Mr, Ritchie do indeed say, that M1, Wy-
lie told them in general terms, that he hadl proposals trom
the Washington Board, and that he had thoughts of acc.pt-
ing them, but not precisely that he would : and that this
was not till after it had ceased to be a secret that a secret
negotiation had been carrying'ons Dr. M’Millan 1s certain
that he never gave him the least hint of it till the latter end
of Febuary 1817, full twomonths after he had entered into
the secret agreement ; nor did he then tell him that he was
determined to go, but spoke in such a manner, that the
hope of his continuing was not taken away. But we do
not wish to press this point too far, as the difference in
time may be accounted for, without a want of veracity on
either side. Nor do we blame Mr. Wylie for accepting of
a situation, where he could be more liberally supported
than at Canonsburgh. But.we think that he ought not to
have entered into any stipulation to leave Jefferson Col-
lege without informing the Board—that he ought coolly to
have reflected on proposals, however advantageous to him-
self, that were designed. to destroy his old Afma Mater,
uuder whose nurture, and from whose instructions he be-
came what he is—that he ought to have interposed his arm
when he saw the midnight dagger aimed at her heart—and
that he ought to have informed Mr. Brown, a brother in the
zospel ministry, and co-preshyter, of the train that was laid
tor tis destruction,  And yet when we reflect on Mr. Wy-
lie’s youth and inexperience, and on the fascinating address
of those who conducted the business, and that one of them
was a Father, whom he highly esteemed, and to whose
opinions and advices, he had perhaps been in the habit of
submitting, we are more disposed to forgive than to con-
demnn. - Besides; we are much mistaken in Mr. Wylie, if
he will not hereafter lament, if he has not already lament-

ed, that he suffered himself to be seduced from 'the pathe -

of honour and rectitude by any man, however venerable
his garb, or reputed for his wisdom. And we are persuaded

* But he (Dr. Murdock,) at or about this time had sald his proper.
gy in Canonsburgh, and was nbout removing to Washington,
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1} exposition of the arguments and arts, timt wefs
;,q;.b:ing ‘him info ,this iniquitous measure, would go
h.his ‘recovering his “former fair fame.” It may be
that the respect.he owes to himself, and to his character,
~ will demand such an exposition; and should this be fhe
C togease, we are much deceived if it will not appear that he is
¢ " fot so blame-worthy as is generally alledged, but that he
56, Lwas completelly'_deceived.‘ g . :
' 4 1%, But although the chief actors in this iniquitous plot, have
73 manifested that they arc actuated by the same fell and
J,’dcstru_yinﬂ' spirit towards Jefferson College, as the Elder
' Cato to the ancient Carthage, when he concluded every
8 §])éech he: made' in the Roman senate with these words,
o delenda est Carthago”—Carthage must be destroyed ; yet
eiferson College not only yet lives, but was never in such’
A prosperous situation as at this day. The dark machinas
ions, and subtle intrigues of its enemies have been over-
rxu]eél by an infinitely wise and gracious Providence for its
goods - No sooner was the iniquitous plot to destroy it
_.ﬁ\?’wn. than it called forth the just indignation, and en-
}ks} ed ,Vthe sympathies of an impartial and generous public
O Intits favours “Fhey have therefore contributed since that
@ time, and are still contributing gencrously to complete the
’ ﬁ! ; -_xfle,w‘College-;Ed_iﬁce, which is at the same time spacious,
M’ tonvenient, and elegant,  "The Professors are men of good
. % talents, and solid learning ; of indefatigable attention, and
of unblemished morals. There are at present upwards of
4 pixty students, all of whom are orderly, moral and studious ;
and a goodiy number of them serious and religious, and wha
10 %bid faic to be wseful in“the church of Christ. We cinnot
<4008 but acknowledge, as we do, the Superintending care of God
. t0.this Seminary. "It rose from nothing to what it is throngh
. his gracious Providence ;. and when it was ready to sink at
various times, and from various causes, he not ouly bore it
. upason “REagles’ wings,” but “renewed its strength.” He
'« <hasmade it the instrument of qualifying many for useful-
i = -ness_inithe ‘world, and especially in the Church. We
<l think therefore that we ought to protect, fester, and support
/At by, ‘every laudab's meanin our power. We think that
7 'the voice of Providence does not call upon us to tran-fer it
to a place which we have practical evidence is not so well
suited for a seminary of.learning as the retired town of
Canonsburgh, * 'We think that we ought to guard, with more
ihan ‘o miser’s care, the funds cutrusted to us for the i
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portant purpose of educating poor and pious yeung men for
the Gospel ministry.” We were told indeed by those of the
Washington Board learned in law, that these could be se-
cured by an act of the Legislature, and the security of them
‘was an express condition of the convention. But as the
Legislature cannot pass an ex post fucto law, and as these
‘funds were bequeathed to the ‘Trustees of Jelierson Col-
lege in Canonsburgh, we have our doubts, that by trang.
fering it elsewhere, they would revert to the heirs of the
bequeathers, and their pious purpose be thereby frustrated.

from the utility of this Institution in furnishing both

Clurch and State with numbers of distinguished charac-
ters—from the interpositions of Providence in its behall
heretofore—from the sifuation and circumstances of the
place contrasted with that of Washington—and from ita
present prosperous state, notwithstanding all the machina-
‘tions of its enemies, we are constrained to conclude, that.
&n union at Washington, would be contrary to the will of
FProvidence, and productive of misc}niev‘oqs cotsequences.:
: Signed by order of the Board,

) SAMUEL RALSTON, . .
: : " President of the Bogrd:
APTEST, oy . TR R e R Sy
+ JORN MMILLAN, Se'y s S £
] » i
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APPENDIX. - i iy

{ ‘:4-"‘ A : wf : Vil = in
L5 J}A dificulty having arisen with regard to the place of union,
~ * which could not be obviated by the Conferrees, it was proposed by
. the Committee on behalf of Washington College, and agreed -to by
'/ the Committee on behalf of Jefferson College, that it be recommend-
'ed by the different Committees to their respective Boards of Trus-
tees, to seleet and appoint three Trustees from each Board, in man-
mer following : thatis to say, the Board of T'rustees of Washington
College, to select and nominate three U'rustees from the Board of
Jefferson College—and the Trustees of Jeflerson College, to select
/1 and nominate three Trustees from the Board of Washington College,
% . those duty it shall be tomeet and confer upon the subject and place
« of an union between the two Colleges, at the Tavern of Graham,
on Thursday the 26th of October next, and at such other times and
Pplaces, as may be most convenient to them, until their duty is filfiled
- «And further, to make report of their proceedings and determinations,

ff'c. ‘lor that of a majority of them, to their respective Boards of Trusteces,

for their approBation or rejection.
" Extracted from the minutes of the Board which met in October
. fhe 25th, 1815 : :

TR i
g ng) Provided that the Board of Washington College will not rc«
ede fro

Cede m their sine gua non, but will give five thousand dollars, in
‘mddition to ‘their present funds, and secure the preponderance and
priority to the Board and Faculty of Jefferson College, this Board

5
d “ ayill agree to give up their scite to them.

Extracted from the minutes of Qctober the 26th, 1815.

+.».4 C) The report which the Committee made to the Board at their
' .meeting in January 1816, was in the following words. sAfteralengthy
snd full conversation on the subject, the Commiissioners on behalf of
Washington stated, that agreeably to the instruetions of their Board,
Aliey wished to know, whether the Commissioners from the Jeflerson
Board had instructions to form an union on any terns conceding this
wine qua won. To which they replied they had, and stated the fol-
/lowing—That the scite be at Washington, on condition that the

“Board of Washington pay into the present funds of the College five

¢ Hhousand dollars for the purpose of erecting buildings in addition to

*, ‘the present College—that the united College be calicd Jeflerson

,College—that the Professorsbe cliosen by the new Board—and thit
it is distinctly understood that in case it will not affect their title to

feertain funds bequeathed to the Board of Jefferson College, and if
t bethought best, the name may be Jefferson and Washington Col-

Jeprd Unitedls 20 2080 o WREE L by ) : -

. %ons’xderaﬂe discussion, “the Commissioners in behalf of

i on College concurred, and the Commissioners unsnimously
apreedfo recommend 1o their respective Boards to petition the Le-
frislature of this State, at theirnext session to poss a law to confizm

_ '« "the union on the principles above stated,

B2




g S0 PROTEST,
. &'T'o the above two resolutiond offered by Mr,
Campbell, the undersigned wmembers of the
Board of Trustees, enter their Protest for the
ﬁilbwing'reasons-{ 5 Sty
SE7 Y Because it is believed that the changes;
" 'which these resolutions are intended to eflect,
. will be highly injurious to this Institation, as
i they involye an increase of expenditures entirely
i inconsistent with the funds of the College, by a
large addition to the salary of the Principal, at
“a period when additional buildings are under-
~taking, which demand resources beyond the con-
“troul of this Board, and the expences of which,
w«in’ the present embarrassed state of pecuniary
“affairs in the community, it will be difficult if’
ot impracticable to meet. s
.2, Because it is deemed unnecessary, inas-
much as the most determined advocates of these
Tesolutions have not venturéd (o say that there
- has Leen any deficiency of aitention, industry or
+ talents on the part of the Rev. Matthziv Brown,

desolate walls of an Academy, and by an extra-

. ordinary. zeal, extensive influence, and indefa,
. {igable industry, with very scanty compensation,
becoming the “instrument of rearing up a Col-
‘o Jege, which if it does not excel, equals any in
“number of Students, respectability and useful-
_wess, in this or'the adjoining states.

'i, " 1in prosperous circumsiances, are frequently per-
4% wicious, and deprecate with deep concern the
risque of introducing into the Principalship, a
person whom we consider in some important res-
pects, less qualified for the daties of that office,
and perhaps blasting the flattering prospects

A e RTS P TNTRE ToeT Th M‘@r@

. the present Principal, and inasmuch as we have
i & . . - . -y
scen him enter, a few ycars since, within the

8. Because we believe that wanton innovations

-
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