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YOUNG GENTLEMEN— o e

NO period of life is so critical as that upon which yois
are about to enter. Hitherto you have occupied a quiet situation, in
which you have found both employment and delight—a situation, re-
sembling a harbor sheltered on all sides from the winds, where the mos®
delicate pinnace may ride in safety,  Shortly yon must launch fort?
-nto the open acean, to encounter the fury of the elementsy—not, T trust,
without a chart and compass, or the guidance of a wisdom superior
0 your own. - ' ;

When a man has made some progress in life, he has something
more than conjecturc to sustain his hopes. He has made trial of him-
self and has gained some acquaintance with the nature of those things
of which hwman life is composed, and which constitute the materisls
on which he has to operate. He has learned how to ward off danger
and surnvount obstactes. This gives him adegree of confidence which
one just entering into the world cannot feel,

There is,in the situation in which you are now placed, another cause
of disquietude which none but those who have experienced it can un-
derstand. You are disengaged.  'Fhe excitement of coilege exercises
is pasty and that of the great interests of the world iz notyet felt : and
the mind rolls idly, like a becalmed vessel, for the want of something
to impel it forward. }ow unplcasant the situation! Ttisnotrest: nor
Is it action, but ‘possesses what is disagreeable in both, without the
pleasures of cither 5 the toil of action without its inte rest, the tedivm
ol rest without its refreshment,

You stand upon the verge of the great world which you are: about
t5 entery with l‘celings like those of a traveller, who at night-fall ap:
proaches some populous city, of which he has heard much, but as vet &
knows nothing and in which Le designs to fix his future residence. e -
halts upon an emincnce toneditate on the scene before him. Nothing
distinctly mects his eye except the numerous lights which, one after
another, strike through the darkness. The hum of a crowded popu-
lation, each putting the last hand to the business of the day,scomes
gently on his ear.  Selemn thoughts, inspired by the scenc i4MF and :
modified by his own hopes and fears, rise in his mind. Hereflects ?
upon the Lively interest which every one of the many myriads before
him is fecling in relation to the cencerns of his own particular sphere
—upon the variedsstates and. characters—good and evil, of joy and,
grief, age and fortune, into which they are all distributed 3 and he says,
with himself, how soon shall all this bustie and interest be extingish-
ed in the grave, and all these varictics of condition be lost in the 1ini.
formity of death. At length he awakes froan his reverie ; Lastegs i
descend the hill that he may partake of the zccommodutions w'i--
the city may afford and share the fate of  its inhabitants. Joas

It is a fact calculated to excite melancholy refiections in the mind of
onc in your circumstances, that of those who obtain what is called »
liberal education, so many, certainly more than one-fourth, spend the |
remainder of life to no valuable purpose. Their education, with all (2
the hopes which were bujlt upon it, proves to be a complete failure, =
both as to comfort and usefulness.  Theirlife is thrown away i a \

experiment cannot be repeated! Nor is this the worst of 1), #4
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y olhes planthan that which is laid down in thetexe 3 which, lhoup;!:_

iy seem to rejard the present state of existence only, will be found,

¢ principle _iu.s‘t_ stated, to take within its scope the' permanent j.-

i3 of olir Bélng., * The firsy thing observable in It i,

The lunitation which it affives to our tesives. T prowmises o dwelling,
and the meuns of subsistence, “in the Jand,” Liods promises ougl:
to be the measure of our wishes: Whut he promises absolutely we ma

7. gbsolutely desire. Every thiug else, which s lawful, we may desir:

7. only with submission.  T'here are situstions in Ll which demand no*

only the means of subsistence, but of an easy and comfortable aub

sistence.  And these situations are necessary to the good order and
rosperity of human society. There must be persony to fill them.

But 1t'is not necessary that vou stiould be the persons,

"-You may serve God and your country in aw inferior station and i-
“the vale of obscurity, and if you acquit yourselves well thepe, s vour
. qualifications be such as to render you deserving of yromist

. should be cxpedient for you to be promoted, vou may eipect, in du
time, to hear the voice of Him who governs the world and has all
things at his disposal, saving to you, ¢ Come up higher.”  And this
promotion you may expect the sooner, the less anxiety you feel on the
subject. No man who is fond of elevation can beariit, ar pain it with
a good conscience.  Whoever expects to rise in the world by person.
merit will, to say the least, be liable to be disappointed. Andw hoever,
on the other hand, evpects it by the favar of these who have power,
whether they be princes or people, will not only lie lableto disappoint-
ment, but, if successful, it will probably be at the expense ef virtue., For
the arts and qualifications by which success iy won in the contests of
ambition are incompatible with Christian principle : such asan honest
man cannoty, and a hichminded man will not, excreise,  The great Ene

- glish Maralist describes them thus: + To profcss what he does nos

mean, to promise what he cannot perform, to flatier ambition with

prospegs-of promotion, and misery with hopes of relief, to soothe
pride With appearances of submission, and appease cnmity by blan-
cishments and bribes—a mind devoted to its own purposes, a face that
cannot blush and a heart that cannot feel.?? I you, therefore, my
joang [ricnds are determined to set out in the career of ambition, and:

#0 muke its objects, the objects of your pursuity I do not say that you

il Liave to sacrifice your virtue—religion and a good: conscitnce—at

“ome point in the line of your future progress: for, in principle you have

i 1de the sacrifice already,  Christian principle cannot have the ascen.:

¢ ency in that heart where the love of these things prevail 3 and if not

aswendency, then, not existence.  In the affairs of life a man is often
bi*ought to the pointof practically deciding between the calls.of duty and’

X arnbition ; and when he decides he is not forniing a new character. All

such decisions are but the evolutions of the principle on which his

character is constituted ; and whether they lead to the perpetration of
erimes of thatatrocious and fiagrant kind which strikes us with indig-
nation and horror, or those of a milder and more mitigated cast, such
ageare readily tolerated in soclety, is a matter which will be deterniin-
ed wholly by the circumstances of the agent.  €;roat talents and rare

to a bad end, and ¢

s and it

-
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. otcasions must concur with great temptations, in order to the perpe-

‘tration of those crimes which attract the notice of the historian : but

+in the book of Gods remembrance there may be transeribed, from the
# heart and life of many an obscure individual, crimes which, for turpi-

tude of principle, may rank with those of the mighty spoilers who
have filled the world and time with their infamy. Devotion to the world
is such a principle, and whoever has his heart bent cn acquiring more
of it than what is promised in the text neceds enly opportunity and an
adequate temptation to lead him to the furthest extremes of wicked-
ness. A rerard to character—which in such an one is nothing more
than a prudent vegard for worldly advantages—is the highest mative
on which he can act.  And, there are duties which we owe to God and
man which cannot spring from such a source; and erimes which sud!
a principle will not restrain, ;

That the attainment of greater worldly advantages than those which
are speeified in the text is not necessary fo happiness, is manifest from
this, that they are no where promised in the word of God. This con-
tains promises of all good things to them that love God. Since these
are not promised we conclude, therefore, that they are not absolutely
s;ood.  That they may be good for us, I do not deny.  Whether they
shall be or not, is a point which we are not conpetent to decide, and
which it is our wisdom to leave to the Supreme Disposer of all events,
in the course of his providence to decide for us. 1o act otherwise is
as foolish as it is sinful.  *¢ They that will be rich” savs an apostle,
¢¢ fall into temptation and asnare, and picrce themselves through with
many sorrows.’® «/The same remark will be found to hold yood in re-
ference to all other. objects of cupidity. The plan of life whichis di-
rected towards them, as the great objects of pursuit, lies exposed, at
every point, to annoyance from accident and disappointment. from the
rivalship of competitors, from the haughtiness of those whom fortune
has placed above us, and the envy of those below. The prejection
and prosecution of such a plan imply a state of mind to which peace
is a stranger, and fear and care and unsatisfied desire afford continual
torment. I make; no account now of the many and gricvous disap-
ments incident to all human pursuits 3 but, supposing the course of
life to be the most prosperous, yet acquisition can never keep pace with
desire, nor enjoyment satisfy the cravings of appetite, nor caution ex-
tract the stings. of anxiety. Possession scems to divest of its beauty
and value, the ohject once so ardently desired ; so that, in point of hap-
piness, we are ¢ften not the gainers by what we acquire. And, yet, as
if by some fatal and malignant ingenuity, the tenor of our wishes were
at every point set in opposition to the order of events, the acknow-
ledged emptiness of our possessions does not prevent the fear of losing

them : but as their-intrinsic worth appeared to forsake them as soon-

as they:came into our hands, so;it scems to return into them again,
when they are about to be wrested from us forever. Never does the
miser cling to his hoarded treasures with so eager a grasp as when he
hears the robber at the Coor, unless, indeed, when-he is maintaining
the last desperate struggle with the robber death. The voluptnary
then puts the highest estimate upon his pleasurcs when he begins to
feel that he can enjoy them no longer : and the ambition of the aspirant
after power gives the highestimportance to its object when he is about
. to bid ** farewell, a long farewell to his grealm'és.” Such is the na-
ture of all human things considered in relation to our capacities foy

el
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“happiness : in prospect, desired ; possessed, insipid ; ard lost, re-
gretted. ; - ‘
Neither is the possession of more of this world than what is pro-
mised in the text necessary to our wsefulness. That they afford no ad-
vantages in this respect 1 do not affirm.  But these advantages are
usually greatly overrated. 'T'he poor, and those in the humble walks
of life, cannot be useful in the same way as the rich and the eminent:
Bbut which shall be useful in the highest degree depends more upon the
disposition than the outward circumstances. If we consult expeiience

the benefactors of the human race, the greater number were neither dis-
tinguished by the gilts of fortune nor by the favor of their contempo-
raries. They were men in the middle ranks of life, whose faculties
were neither enervated by luxury nor cramped and benumbed by want.
And of those who stood on. the two extremes, as many, who might be
justly styled illustrious have been found on the lower as on the hicher.
The popr man, by his wisdom, has often saved the city—and left the
glory of the decd to his more wealthy neighbors.  To whom is' the
. /~world so much indelied aa to the apostles of the first, and to the re-
formers of tle sixteenth century ? Yet there were “»notmany rich,not
many mighty, not many noble” among their ranks. The ANSthd ctaTe
of mankind have always been. poor.  Poets proverbially so ; and they
have taught more truth, and certainly in.a more engaging mannery
than philosophers. Where will you find a more useful class of men
than the teachers of our common schools; yet mountebanks and stage
actors and dancing-masters are better paid and in many places more
highly respected ! Shall I single out individuals, and tell you of Saun-
. derson, who, though blind as well'as poor, made such great proficieney.

in the exact scietices, as to raise himself to a-profeéssorship in thefirst

Johnson, the majesty of whose genius has invested our literature with
Jmore than Roman grandeur—of Irankling whose agency in the glo-
srious work of establishing the independence of these United States,.
as second to that of but few of bis coadjuters in that illustrious en-
prise.—Buj time would fail should I attempt to suggest even in the

Jmost summa vl ) .
have been rendered to the cause of religion, Titerature and humanity, by

smen who enjoyed no advanta

re than a compe
ther for virtue,

_7nore, is the grand practical error : pro
from that lave of the world whichis so pointedly condemned in Sacred |
“Writ, a5 being incompatible with the great duty of love to God, and
- of allthose crimes by which the, good order of society is violated, and
“of those cares and perplexitics,
' banith peact.and contentment from the soul. 43
= 4 deet ey then, bescech you, my young friends, not to set outin life on
_ i pernicious prigiple. It is founded in the alienzation of the heart:
~ Kpom God g 1t contraveies the cterpal laws of his maral government 3.
d EL amust, therclorey lcntli_t_p disappointment and miisery..

B ; ey ;

S

on the subject we shall find that of those who have been justly reckoned:

: o University in l-',m'o]n-.——of Gioia, who invented the mariners compass.
S8 o—of Columbus, who employed it as his guide to this new world—of"

ry manner the services which in different ages and nations

ge of birth or fortune and who made the.
;ﬁﬁ:}d'their debtor to an amount which its gold & silver cannever equal.,
s, M 3 tence of this world’s goods is, therefore, requis .
Lappiness nor usefulness. To desire more—=to.
rosecute plans of Jife as if ‘with a determination to acquire .
] of all worldly meu, and proceeds,

4he character and hopes of a disciple of Christ. It is the source, also,

fears and exfravagapt desires whicly,
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* That plan of 1ifs, on the contrary, which is laid down in the text
- ensurcs success : ‘othau shalt dwedlin the land, and verily thou shalt
: be fed.” The arrakgements of Divine Provideice make the result
‘certain.  They cannot be disturbed, like the plans of mren, by acrident
or human interferenge. As weil might puny mottals arrest the suf in
his course or put an extinguisher upon his light—-us weli might thes
bottle up the clouds of heaven, so as to prevent the former antd the
latter rain from decending in their season upon the earth, as eut ofi the
man who trusts in the Lord and does good from Lis interest in the
provhise contained in the text. % The wicked shall see® #ts fulfilment,
““and be grieved, he shall gnash with bis teeth and melt away.”

But it is proper here that I should call your atteation to the way in
which we may arvive at this confidence 'in God for our temporal sup-
port. Our text marks it out by two lines which limit it on cithey side:
& Trust in God” and ¢t do good.” ‘T'hey are both necessary Thoy
must be wuited in ourpractice. Lo trust in Giad, without doing ¢ood,
is presumption. . To do good without trusting in Gad, is impossible.

Trust in God implies reconciliation to him.  All are by nature the
children of wrath—exposed to punishment at the hands of God, the
moral Governor of the Universe. The course-of. Providence and the
reports of conscience: and eveéry davs observation of the conduct of
men prove this.  And a serious consideration of it excites a dread in
the “bosom of the guilty which forbids the exercise of trust in iod.
For we cannot trust a being: w hon we consider indiflérent to our ihter-
esls ; much less an enemy. Lo castout this dread is the business of
religion. - Now, there ave but two ways ia which this has ever been
‘attempted, or proposcd 5 by the merit of parsenal righteousness, and:
by atonement.  All the religion that have cver been in the world have
oz B5 rested on the one or the other of these two principles.  On the former-
"+ .+—themerit of good works—rests the religion of philosophers 3 on the

latter—atonement—the religion of the people.  Siuce the days of

% righteous Abel 10 the present hour the latter has been the prevail-
ing religion of the world. “Uhe absurd rites of Paganism—and I must
add Popery-—are corruptions of it.. Itis taught, in its purity in the

- Holy: Seriptares. © The atenement accomplished in the death of our
¢ . Lord and;Saviour Jesus Christ, the Great High Pricst of the christians-
' profession, is its foundatign. = And.it is the only safe foundation of z
. sinners trustes Human merit may sustain ‘hope so long as nothing ‘oc-
curs to.excite enguiry and investigation.  But the light of truth dissi-

pates it: the.shocks of adversity shake it: death mocks it;and’ the

o last trial ;will -annihilate it forever. But the ¢ one uffering™ whereby
W Jesus. Christ has forever perfected them that are sznctified, furnishes .
- the believer a plea which is seén to be pertinent the more clearly itis

. examined ; which is felt'ta’be more solid the more stress is Iaid upon it

. which supports the soul in. powerty, calamity and death 3 and which
will hold'good in the process of the final judgment. Now, as the gieater
_implies the less; if onzthe -foundation of this plea we can trust ths

Lord for our eternal salvation, we shall surcly not find it difficult to

trust bim for all things pertaining to our témporal condition. Iu
neither case, however, be it remembared. does our trust in God super-
cede.the necessity of our own exertions. ‘Tt is our privilege to confide

in his mercy through Christ for, eur cternal salvation s yet we are 1e-

guired to ‘“work eut our salvation with tiar and trembling” and to

% give all diligence to 1ake our calling and election swre.”  So, itis
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¢ privilege to trust in the good providence of our heavenly Vather,
* .or our temporal support ; and yet we are told that it is  the hand of
the diligent that maketh rich? and that ¢ idleness will cover a man
with razs.” There i¥no cendition that can give allowance to idleness.
Were the wealth of the Indics at vour command it would only increas:
vour ohligation to be doing geod. Man was made for action. I

raust end will be employed, in deing evil, if net in doing good. The
wnprofiiabic servant was condemneddto be cast into ¢¢ outer darkness.”
Tndolenc e i o stare as vemote from real enjorment as from duty : it
zsits awn totment aloneg with it,  1tis a piivilege to be engaged.
It is the highest privilege of which our nature is here capable, to be
eod for God. ;

ve good which we may do for ourselves and others terminates cither
on thg hods or the soul. The necessaries, comforts and innocent refine-
mont e reouit mocddy from bodily labor expended in the cultiva-
tion of hustandry and the other usceful arts.  This is a sphere of use

Tulness for which vour education has disgualified you. Yonr power of
doing wood has not been for this reason diminished but increased. For
tven the avts which produce those enjoyments that tend merely to the
cownfert of the body depend chiefly for their existence on the exertions
of the mind and the lights of science,  The houses and clothing which
defeud, and the food which sustains us could not be produced withaut
that skill which derives its origin and the rules by which it operates
from the cuitivation of the mind ; andif produced they could not be
enjoved without the protection of those institutions inthe construction
of wwhich bodily labor has no share. I do nct mean to disparage the
occupation of those very useful. and, in our country, respectable classed
of men who do good by the labor of their handsj but I ask them in
turn not to disparage the labor of the head. What would avail all the
good things which the hands of men ever labored in producing, with-
out law and social order ? And how could law and social order exist or bz
niaintained without the intellectual labors of men whose time and at-
tention have been devoted to the pursuit of knowledge? The grand
improvements which are made from year to year on the condition of
the arts and of the earths surface itself, for the purpose of facilitating
intcrcenrse and increasing the productive power of manuel labor——
whence are they derived ? Literature, morality and rcligion which re-
fine, exalt and save the soul are to be maintained and promoted in the
world by the exertions of the mind. Sl ;
: Here then, iny young friends, is a wide and noble ficld of labor pre-
« sented before you. For doing good in it, it is not arrogance in you
1o suppose that, during the course of your past studies, you have gain-
“ed some important qualifications. To aspire after the honor of labor-
ing in it will not therefore be deemed presumption in you. If to do
good be your object you will not rest in past attainments, remember-
ing. that the service of God and the condition of the world demand
“wyour best as well as most zealous efforts. Persons do evil and not good
Who thrust themselves into situations to which their ‘talents and ac-
Wirements are not equal. They soon find themselves unable to answer

the r_‘e-‘n}?‘qnable expectations of those who have a right to be benefitted
by -,ih‘-?l *labors and are under a strong temptation to support their
i) PQP,E"?‘”.‘Y‘W expedients which, though successful for the time, are in
the issuc prodhictive of serious and lasting injury to the community
the m'-‘lnu._}l'!!_l"_g‘?_‘thei‘l: powers being strained beyond the point of

b
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wealthful exertion glve away, their factitious consequence forsakds
them, and they sink in public estimation as fur below the point at
which theie real merits would have piaced them as their unnatural
oForts had raised them above it.  Well had it been for the world—
well had it been for the church, if instances of this kind had been less
numerous. 1 beseech you, young gentlemen, not to increase their
number. ~ Whatever profession or nccupation you may choose, let your
object be to do good init.  Examiae again and again the state of your
own mind ; zud form a just estimate—Dbetter too low than too high—-
of your own powers—

- ¢ Quid ferre recusent

Guid valeant huwmert.” : y ;
Acquire, as speedily us possible, a thorough knowledge of your in-
tended proféssion—at least such a knowledge that you shall have not
fts outlines mrerely but the leading facts and principles which coustitute
the filitng ap, clearly under the eyes Then you will always know where
vou arey, and will net be liable to surprize.

The severs! points contained in the téxt have now been placed be.
fore you. Lheir conneetion, alse, deserves your particular attention
The command to trust in the Lord is placed first 3 that, to do goon
stauds second in erder. The collocation is by no means fortnitous : fu
30 these duties ave uniformly placed throughout the Scriptures ; and
such is the order in which they must stand in practice.. Whoever goes
out into the world to do good, on the mere impulse of generous feel-
ings not sustained by rdligious principle, goes into battle without
his armour. He will desert the cause or sustain a defeat, In his in-
tercourse with mankind he will soon meet with those who, under the
pretence of doing good, are aiming to promote their own selfish ends.
Yvery effort will be made to draw him into their measures.  Conipli-
znces will be éxacted which cannot with a good conscience byyiclded.
Numbers, zeal and maragement may render the party powerful. The
¢ civium ardor prava jubentrium® may be as formidabie to his interests
as the * yultus instantis tyranni” ever proved to the trembling slave
that cringed Leneath the screptre of an eastern despot.:
is at a point where trust in God is the only principle w
him to hold fast his integrity. Itenabled Daniel and his companions
to stand firm in their religion, in defiance of a proud monarch accus-
tomed to the most implicit obedience to his arbitrary mandates. 1t
supported the apostles and primitive Christians against the puvsecut-
ing rage of both Jews and Pagans. It cnabled the protestant reform-
ers to brave the fury of a power that kings and emperors' could not
withstand, and that, with blasphemous presumption, claimed to con-
troul theentive destinies of men, both in this world-and the next. And
we deceive ourselves if we imagine that the condition of the world and
the character of the huwsnan race are so fur amended that there shall be
no further occasien for the excrcise of this virtue on the part of thuse
who in the present day arc called to do good on the great theatre of hu-,
man life. The conflict between gpod & evil still soes on, and in the world
at Jarge the latter still holds the ascendancy. And o man can tell

who engages on the side of the former what sacrifices it may cost him.

"This has frequently been styled the age of benevolent exertion, and
the calls upon public charity have beconie so frequent and urgent asto
excite an alarm in many, lest their funds sheuld at length become ex-
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Hatsted and they or their families be reduced to a state of dependence.
But what 1f, a3 the glerious cause advances, these calls should become
still more and more frequent and pressing ; and what if the signs of
the times should assume, in the eyes of énlightened christian charity,
such a commanding aspect as to make it evident thatevery one of these
calls must be answered, even though the rich mans active resources
should be drained to the very last cent; and he should find himself
under the necessity of depending, no less than the poor, upon the pro.
mise and providence of God for his daily bread? Is it not evident that,
in such a state of things, trust in God is the only principle on which
such expenditures can be made ?

What his pecuniary resources are to the irreligions man of wealth,
his intellectual attainments are to theirreliyious scholar—the means
to which he exclusively looks fer support in futare life. "Now this is
contrary in both cases to the spirit of the text and to the whole tenor
of the word of God. The Bible says to the man of wealth ¢ Trust
nGt inuncertain riches” butmake to yourself friends with the mammois
of anrighteousuess,  Give up your wealth to God.  Conscerate it 1o
the parpose of doing geods and in whatever way vou conscicntiously
bilieve you canemploy, it to the best advantage in doing good, in that
way Jetit be csisployed, but let hot a cent of it b2 put to any uscless,
minch less any pernicions use.  And the Bible helds the same language
to'th youthiul graduate. His talents ang kaowledere it commands him
t2 give up wholly to God to hé employed for the benefit of the world,
and te be employéd an whatever station and wey it may produre the

greutest amownt 6f zand. Nothins must be reserved, nothing must Le

vonsidered in the light of a treasure stored up for future use and made
the suhject of trist in the mean time.  Mow, nothing can enable us te
bive and act in this matmer but trust in God.

A seriptural trist in Qod. joined to a spirit of active benevolence, 1
wuuld obserde, in the last place, is a dure defence against those vugue
and dismal apprehensions to which persons of refined and ¢ultivated
minds are unhappily so liablé: The greatest shave of all that uneasiness
which is usually felt by persons of this description proceeds, not so
vuch from inconveniencies in théir present conditiony, as from thuse
that ane anticipated. “There may be nothing in the present ¢ircum-
stances of the suffaven—for so we must denominate the pérson whose
raind is barrassed by these apprehensions—whick oughty in reason to
wistify his fears. Forms of imaginary woe it before his eyes. Fear
makes them real, und gives then ¢ a localhabitation™ in his mind and
* a2 nnine™ in the catalogue of his ils.  FThese iceal safierings are the
plagues of the student.  There ar¢, seurzes of consolation in fthe
case of real alimity whick can afford no reticf frem these self-cerated
horrais:  Attacks from without have a tendency to brade the mind ;
but it bas no natural means of defence against thése assailants from
withine  Nay. it not unfrequently Lappens that the internal enciny be.
comes the mare formiduble in his power of annovance, in preportion,
as the bulwarks of defence against the outward foe are seen to rise
higher and to frown with a bolder front of ‘defiance. » How often may
¥ e see'that happiness which is protected by all the outworks of fortuns
tall & prey to inward erief, and the man sinking into the deepest glamm
of despondency at the very time when the sun of prosperity is gilding
his habitation with its brightest rays. From these. horrors of a dis.
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‘"mpc‘red imugination trust in God and the spiritof benevolent exertion

afford a sovereign remedy. : :
Young gentlemen, I shall now draw this discourse to a close, by ear-

“nestly fntreating you to lay the plan of your future lives on the princi-

les contained in the text.  « Be ye reconciled to God.” Trust in

Im and be doing good and doubt not of the care and protection of
Divine Providence. ¢ Behold the fowls of the air : for they sow not,
neither do tlicy reap, nor gather into barus, yet your heas . nly Father
feedeth them. Ave ye not much better than they &' Tiust in God,
will deliver you from the “fear of man which bringeth a snare.” De.
pend not on the patronage of any beneath Him that madeyou. Trust

© 1ot in man whose breath is in his nostrils. Let your mind be enlight-

ened, and determined to the right point, and from that point be not
turned aside by any disturbing force. Enter into no combinations for
sinister purposes and dread them not when forined against you, Suf-
fer not the cnergies of your minds to waste themsclves in solicitude,
or in vain regrets, but lay them outin prudent counsels and vigorous
rafforts, Do not expect to avoid trouble : but if truth be in danger of
Ialling in the streets, support it; if innocence is oppressed, vindicate
ity caure; and if suffering is before your eyes, pass not on the other
side. Commit yourselves to God, in well doing, as to a mercifu’
Crontory, and you must be cheerful and * safe from the fear of eyil.”
Homay your lives be spent=—and then, though now we must separate,
Kn shall meet again—-in heaven, God grant it, for Christ’s sake.
men. oo i R ! N
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