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-DfI OUR SE.
The w" of these provisions ,-moral and i ellectual which

a theuth ; #' ture has 'onployed in connectg file succe ive°

x encr off ;the human race, demands an Ettpmtlft and pro-

s , feu. lderatiori. ,. It is 49t bare existence, tha is t mit(ed

but ' Ace with accumulating good or evil. Nor is itfrom t
tow immed ately preceding their own, that the peoptc

ne6tion are thins affected; the good orb evil-may cue dpi

ihemkom pod*s of the mgst ren)ote antiquity.. , As far baeR p

the current f eveprts can be: tracei4 its is seeen, to hxe me 'd rie tpd in its cou c, b th agency, q£ t , ' ace,; ha
. vE t ieei

w raw g from t e busy scenes c life.- Iti the duiverse o:fa ;al

r Te s as our knowledge extends nothing is insulated: a1040

Mess than physical, nature is,,indeed,.divided into individuals, but
s these are collected into systems, and, as from every orb that -

volves in 444%ite& space,: there proceeds an influence which

reaches e , r # ern bqwevear. r r te, inn- aggregate of

lam a 4 ov,,tl WO :? t iVidual whose condition an i ,char-

act M 'a' = affe . by every 4her, Tlie same law, may

bl. por e int liigent universe. T hgMf' race, eater

in existence in suc(_ession; the streamoftinflusnee is in the

same-direction with the course 'of time: the past controls the pro-

ent ,.and the present the future. But there is also, an influence in

a reverse oKder, o f ' the future upon the presept, and; there is no

mats wh, i c fo with, a r q, rty n to , is. not

dt i in course of conduety 
motives, dram from a regard0 

these vrho are to -come after him.

Moral causesproduce their effects by a slow and secret, but

sure process,. like that.of vegetation. The earth has completed

t4ree fourths ofher annual revolution, before the.seed deposited

in h*0ww-,.produces'its fruit. So it often happens, that the ap-

rppria eons uences ofhuman actions, do not take plac6 till

fate.460* life of theindividual# . sotnetiamea not till file, is ended":

yet, v 'b 1 , $e till Ah " i' at unl wn wori I-whither

death conveys Ilir u.t, as nations "hay e .a more permanent e-

istence onearth , the results of moral causes, so far as they are con-

cerned,.are disclosed in this world, not always, nor even usually,
in the, course of one generation, or two, but, for the most part,
wfthin a period. sufficiently. brief to be illustrated by the lights of

hista ! So that, it is tobistory that the world isy in a great de-

gree;;debted for whatever sense of mota.lityprevails in it.. The

tendency of Actions is the criterion by which mankind generally

edge of.their moral nature. < The philosopher and the cl)ristian

Dave-a better test; but the many will never be persuaded to con-

demn that course of conduct which they see tobe prosperous. The

mass pf mankind would never agree with Lucan in weighing, the -

opinion of Cato~ against the decision of the gods.

"Victrix causgq Diis placuit,,sed vicla, Caloni."

The successfu) cause the Gods approved, the unsuc.cessfulCa

t 

!
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It is oftke utmost importance, therefore, that, they shn he ,:-

accoatomed to ievv things; they appear on the :eartein e -

of tbeir'eausesand, con* quences.- It is often inti power off, _ .F

men ter chew r gees M *hiclr vv i&ed -men seem to be sn e _

Ad.The i iate consequence%6f'viceare i *vinreglit ya

ays csdl3rd, by those who practise 4t,;ta be dtagenus.:

thhis, consiRts the nature ofthe present"-sfti, as 's #e of

nr h&rc could be no trial without -terPP o aad op
tnniip tt ,;if Rio immediate advantage appeared on the: of

'Why, temptations to a profllgate course aT- fregve .

23on- sful inyouth-,-m i5en-&--ewthe inexperience that bao,

that interesting but dangerous stage of life. The oung are apt

4% be delighted with the free at?& careless, ^gaiet false Iivnor,

the unrestrained lildtl nC iRd t l"t 3 ,

with which retain vies -sem" to, be nrat' -

voted lif w, ors -o them,, the mmly hrtd° 6fiora + ° carr

I ad*" %pertment of the gallant and high-spirited young geotY nan!

who, out of pure friendship, would leAd them_ to p jrJicipate ice' his

licentious pleasures.. They partake, and are undope. Bbrt ca ld

they see, at first, what a few shortyca.rs-,rill r6e al, the

dividualj now the object of their incoos de'r te gditir#tti tr
tech; corrupted ,debased ih I ody ;add n -l _ ) , i' s 1 . d:

nedPt Ao*S l - art l sinking ir t t,444 ri r v

the eharrrfwouid be broken, and they would= fly'fi rn rr his company

as from the -solieitations of',an -infernaldemon. Butthey d© not

see these. things, for they are hidden in the future, How irnpor=

tant, then, that they be taught t*-see them in the piwt, which is a "

s of thl ?* axe: "The thing that -ha.s bi is t B ch ,

sif and i n or new zxnder the- snt ." It:

biograpbys whiclii is a species ofhistory, web the bi ohphy of -

"evil mew-and seducers, -ihay he cansOed hy the young with so

much advantage. In fact, young people, whose minds have.been

seasonably imbued with#the wholesome influence of good read*&,

seldom}if ever, turn out profligates in after life. And;,wbat binge

raphy is .to individuals, general history is to nati6ns. °"leocr

dents, which make the ground work of the latter app not i

noted by the same biitori ; 'brit- some=''by- IME)
other, in long succession, till at length, all the testim6ny respect.

L ing the actors and events of the period to be, iilu#mted are.,,,. by
some cornpetept hand, collected, compared and em&6died 14Ae -

formof a continued, narrative. A histo y O ,phis kind nay be

compared to a series of astronomical obWrvaations, contra i.

through successive ages. Some of the heavenly bodies, move 14

orbits so extended, that their course cannot be determined in th.e

lifetime of one observer~ But he takes his observations,. his suc-,;

cessor does the samy, and so on, till, by taking the whole, tt g ,.

some future astronomer is enabled to determine the locati66
m

the track, in which the etherial traveliek_ performs" his a -' e! ;, K

journey through the heavens. So is the course which nations-W
sue, marked by the notices ofhistory; and its influence, in this re-

Y

i.
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tyha , i on. the, policy of do eir' e

odd. _ 
.

There-ate rineipr4 4 implanted in Opr,_liea the h

tum i ended to be the guards and auxilia-rR4 9 ' virtbe" wl3 b,

aR. ate in, a degree Independent of reason 
6.' ", ttrengfftene"r impairdd, but not entily a

A*Oog these, a regard to character holds, a chief pln e r

pe$ as live in obscgrity, its info once 'is, berhaps, iitconsidera

DO with those who occupy cons cuous: stations, in society ttii

nvt the case: Knowing -that their fictions Underio:-tl scratinyiof

he ub i , tl not el' at ease, while + thtif hey xn it j

, .' hey even anti ,;toe condemgatiobo te

n 

of
teir: c5wn ari scem to he re-echoiAd

kns cif 'vices, tssuiga only 'xn. erre' fi.

itp irarie ; b .fi zr the ndi9pant' ranks of futctAp '
--Reven or se ibl 'in'6f this yen#tp eA*is rn

r iha i Y' w ' the pip" T'tas ..

x Vfih m _1V YW
e, y b .Y :ri er sta;c r 1 r

ciot):ite y'TO I, efo scorh:tic.ce 3

'M lffi, .4 s other I anal, jnay n to cQ 1 1. t, i or rix= c

sentiment, "and the stings of gttty he smtatlied byIhe
; fia e a "parasites. The press may be -sl ck ed':or' bong tiud

lre' grrnurs- of the multitude will be suppressed while the iron

r ecce ofp61vver h lif ova h m. B rta ehe it t -

k," under t uspices Kist , Cu the ¢ ".

berd;,when impa> tialusfice -wil_ pmsie pass n

pndihd far;iaving died any, time that great rev

er f'secrets, having brought every thing to, lig it;liam with. F,.

1'tundredongues, stands ready to proclaim the iten ;t

Instances there re, of bergs; in the shy E

s'tV de th.r Ives O i, at death, the shall c fo

tf tioa ate, whether there ever ve '.wmas4 , h

a et a Gte=r ecitlei * feeling to i"de4 aaf:icipated in-

'fad . i i to Vba 11:! , mod,

uo Ax 1 e ; a i 8' not, inco a

. ~,.

dr -wW 'rvzog, and that, though the sentence whtefi inn

'rves- ,ay a rmtaued till after Illsiones 'ire

et l'c et d intrust'«

WM1ityto character is 6t less p6werful-, and is certainf

- vdly, when it manife t itself in pursuing what is p1w

xt,'tlg hen tt:: deters from vice by the fear of reproaclk

Ind the talrztta In v h h, under the former of these od-

it app dto the best adv htage, are precisely t" a In

c the = veal ress of huni4n virtue renders its assistance the
F 3

et{ry. where is something childish, to say the lea t, in

t aofa nhaa who is always looking to popularity, and 'Who
got'. w veluctance to the performance of a noble action, unless

e .ld1 h nd'by present applause. But when we see

clding fa hi integrity, though surrounded with opposition,

acting for the public food, while the public impeach his mma
s

_A
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tine'+, and d1 -,actfram his services, aware that, whew#1 emit t

rivals, the envy o inferiors and the malice of calumniators'shllie

goe'd<Ytn' death, a gen rtion will arise to enjoy the benefit of his

Ihbcii'A'£ d t0 blos§ his tmerrmor y, we riot, oijjl love him for hip:
N goddess, but revere And venerate him for "his rua nanimity.-

6, the most, splendid ex znaples whieb history. rtii6s, to il-

1u t ate e excellence of this lbfiy character (I except a course,
<; Auth* iii hritianity, whom it would be in# ar < e ration,

in rounec ion r ith ate' erfect mortal however exalt
.^ a ,in V2r-

P t re MO who lived in ages and countries the rrmost rerr e,
_ frs each other, but between whom, not only as-it respects tai

moral qualities,. but the ,ineidents of. their livesthere exists a con

sid rable resemblance-both distinguished tor Heroic virtue both.

A choscu instruments in the fund of Goo ofd' iverjn - tiona rvm
idage; both tried with the nt urn 'fin e e vx

e gs tli ais
.. ac d sttiamous; an' : hatl " remove, 001A, tl e earth, b0, ore tltie

l jV people wh6m they ibuated,. quietly settled in the

Jana of theirinheritance-Moses and'Gcorge Washington. '

He certainly fulfils an office gratifying to the best feelings 64be

hutma heart, who 6m toys th4 ;,powers ofl*tbry, in.re jing a m.,
umebt to the; honor o such'illustriogs inert, causin the i to eve

aga in the rrtemory of thsta.nt . ges. C ur st e ,q 'nsta ig
s

_' sQlee , ?r' th .sur eiir g V lk east et ey once e dit
rve maglt3e-= Ale. tf s rely it is u-6 a varn i uaginAi n-= lie u

invi Oble to mortal eyes, they still exist, and' from the high sphere Y

to which the are exalted, lank down with deli ht upon the effects

which their labors have produced can the sate of that world

w i cl%(he I -,o M" are on the berrefitted and. gratefuI r>ri« '

t c s v ro Tov c ierish lie rememJ)ratwe of'their exalfi 0v-K
We kindle into emlfiotrliile 'read the t , thert trtuous

r ..
detr s, and are eti e(rur ged, yin t!ie ray at is set before us, by

seeing, in the success of their example, how diffi6ulties' may be

overcome by perseverance. The recital of their troubles and per-

plexities awakens our sympathy, and we glow with admiration at

tht3'farmness of their principles. We are better reconciled with:

the wcbrl4 ahkaccount of their virtue,; by whz its. darkbess.hia s F i

heeh broken; ahd ''oiar _er depcy _f"Qr i:ts'# i '.

lieved, by those triumphs in"the good cause which theyIaave a-

x thieved. Disgusted, as we must often be, with the vies and vuT

garitie s of common life, it is delightful to 'seek, iri'eonverse with

th6 wise and° good of former ages, to whose company the historian,

introduces us, refreshment and relief to our, spirits; auil we are

even put in better humor with our nature and; with all*hl

take in, it, by seing in those specimens of excellence which it

has from time to-, time exhibited, that it is not, bynny-law of iz3-

vincible necessity, doomed to'the baseness of undistinguished and ;

hopeless reprobation. Our reasoning "powers are immensely aid.

edand improved, by gathering up, here a little and there a }itt le

of those sublime instructions, which experience has strewed arouiar

the track, along which the human race have been for so want' ag"ei
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dvi and ray of thogeburning axed- shining
at t"I a-

' dis nt _ °dl rent 'countries, bate stood- alod

Est tlip ink d-a&rtess,- being collecte& anti arrang I,
thy; Magic17wer 

of historical 
genius, shed :air 

lih ppathway 
of life.

A i # tawtance with history will not; indeed,;irispire n man

theve f virtue.' A special'inflnence from above can o f=

f flhis. Yet it deserves our notice, that the author of t1lzs A0101 -

m has ponnecteait "with truth, and that history is one,'-otthe

forms in which He himself has condescentfed to communicate t6o d>

truth to..tnankind. Historical truth is one of the gillxs cif chris.
t, unit And; w1wever w' 1 la aside

y:. , ? i e, and, sting

K hi d tf:all fhnse prepossessions on o ne side or'the otlier# arias g

loom the artful attacks of the enemies of divine 'revelation, orthe

e: awkward and unhappy defenses of its friends, will take up the

Old Testament, as he would a new book, and peruse it, as a. book

ofitspretensi6nsougbt to be perusedand n. the exercise of such a','
teinper aswnr i saran ner fight to feel; and- then will go through

i uel iii the New, in the. saw xnanr er, cannot fail to rase frp

t Fperusa awiser and a better #i r if not A rolfrm believq

3 " the nth ofY th+e clirist*n system. Even profane Nstor will not

be- without its use in this respect, as it tends to impress the 0911-

viction, that the world is under the control of a moral governor,
'proper belief of this truth must dispose the mind favorably to.

4rds the inspired vole. ier p it i so cl6arlp, eih bited .and

e gone acgnainted w'Ith bistory and ,with

t b'tb 'r t see $ftt the principles of moral government con

i in'the Iatte'ri'toincide. with the t'enar'of human experience i

unf olded'in the former. 'That some of the most celebrated history,

ans have been opposed to christianity, affords no ground of .objee.

dW o .what has been alleged. No amount of tritthF not deaxmn-

attltr elf will compel belief. Gibbon and Hume were infidels;

Yet the-great, work of the former, notwithstanding thef sly. Vixen

does and 4tudied irony v ith which, it abounds4-'06t recotn-

' cl, hs vnf n rnuc roatto of fiK intblos ent with,

the infidelity of the author, a Alln support ofthe_ cause which he
so plainly hated, as-r-an be found in almost any other boob of equal

extent. Let-'any mean read, for instance- 1.mean not a fool, who

is prepared to swallow without examination; whatever comes from

so 4 source--but a man of sense, who will reflect on what he

re4".!A"any man of- this character read the causes which this

lefxu wKiter has assigned for the rapid 'spread of christianity,

lmd he w- mod, if he is an infidel, not a little to shake his opinion.1 j

-"Me doctrine of a moral government has been sadly misunder.

sue,; Y4 the practice, sometimes. to be found among professing

chzili m, and common with all ignorant and superstitions people,

x 'of putting an interpretation to suit themselves on every passing

l event, wises from a deplorable misapplication of a very sound

rlileiple. The wheels on which the affairs of men, and especial-

f nations revolve, are so large, that a minute portion ''of their



Ckrcumfer cep sueh as falls under the observation otf aaq ,individ

the course ote single life, is insufhcienf to justify a judgment
r sp ct p the whole. The designs of hod caweot be ' ill
tl e_ le train of.erents which then contemplate has paste be-
f re'us. We should be careful, :theme, to "judge uotbit

tam the time." Yet, that the A-mighty haSipumected natural

mil with moral----that suffering is, arcordirrg #a the. ssted, order

things, the fit of transgression, apd that "rigrh ress exalt-

h a nation;l4re truths, which history teact in the nvast;i res.

siVe m d:: These, and a variety of other maxims fvc to

{ k ' ..tae cause of virtue and human happiness, which the exper'4"

arafew years very imperfectly illustrates, are trade clear in the

events of a more extended period. or, while the grew drama,
in which nations are concerned, is in progress, both theactorsAod
spectators are insensibly Changed; tl iudiVWWhf

;tion retirin while t a cam
; ing their. per ; , t n

one can j e of what 1_ . before him, till the -whole scheme, did
s.i

ale Onnexion and tendency of every part, is laid open by the ca-

tastrophe.

In reviewing the past, we are often surprised to find incidents

trifling io themselves and apparently fortui'toas, lung the.

ale course of events i "the plans aad yvarks of naeI009AiQg to. P"JA
Po: salts ewtly the ceae a of what tbeylbail jU view, ci

+EI ' rtatgfe,. teemed of no in ortatx le firsts= c

insensibly, the entire face of society, and strange cdincidenc s q£

circumstances, each in itself inert, but deriving power, from their

junction- at the critical moment, to shake the world. Qbservati M

Each, as these, which the attentive reader of history cannot fail tax

snake inner.3#tdi to his views, a wise and controlling a -*t

the hell of all.buraraan a#airs. ; j6,

lbstory gives". Is . w insight lntb our own : aa4uret In p+aA

ages of the world, man has been placed in almost every possible

condition that the mature of earthly thing,& cap furnish. The pow-

or of all sorts of institutions-of all sorts of systems and l'ornas "of

government--of every conceivable religious and philospphi Q

creme "d of every possible combination of circumstances l been,
# ne flow or #uath+eX, #ied wpon him- , t

ally exhibited strange-:phases of character, and en seen Wi9

the scale of qualities from the paint where- he affronts _t 1w. brute."

uplto that which spews him on the confines of angelic nature,

Whatever be his tendencies and capacities, Iris powers and fml-

ties, we shall find them in history: for they have been all devele-

ped. Among them we find, it is true, a capabihty of :iude"t

improvement, and therefore, it would be- mamsona.ble to -oath tde

that he will always be what he now is. Uut, I arm a&aA, the "doe-
trine of his pe*ctibility is a fiction. Of -one thipg - l~ am gaite.

certain, that the same spirit which in modern daysi hAs adv4w&
the doctrine, will never verify it, and that, if perlectiow is _ even to

1* his lot on earth,. it will not be attained by an over weed -

Ade*e in his own power's : for the past has shown this of h4% than



*he°hhe t NnOelt he weakett:a the; most
wlwali . . Est + i q 't g

is ; tit h has btec

mwitie bphy; ti'rrt; tt

fessee- dowild:r ates his zeason, and when hW er..kkgets his de1? endence ors- his 1 rbg 
mari in, re#ert:nee to that relation which suth4i I

h- capacities of enj!,rnent and the thing f this wo

itw 'of tie qq cu -so men asked and vai ously ans , J

WIM W-4W chilief good t histA gives, at least, s. ne a ive Anst

ticlr; re it 46ti rsl t;c rdMd, Aight save w troy much

" fra*, aa follr as W an and djsappbinttrient. 4

4b td to ca p' r or, it taig nar j in which c ri

11 ,hi* *ot pursued it, with all the ardor =d erie rg

whielftheirnature was susceptible. They have heaped'up tvcaith,

nrted honer; grasped At over, sought or pleasure in evar way
., d y"a he aeeptt'ef the mitre, the sir , girt,

' %W r. @613 rde; ' 'ft b 1i fried; aid man has

fr rearr +.; 'htge this oeil,

Oe4*; n rift infeilp W been fdr pd i eef
j

# i mel wortble flue ,Sfi ks to be , Pffffti is 4 5

g t aj- mi,4btains the vfice, 'atrd sta.biltr ii Aii iW x -

i fl yalty; rerrohnces it, and then goes to war to fec6ver wit

h vohtmtat'il resigned. A third aims at universal empire,

! " s ss eds Qceans of -biota' t®obtaiti i '

eh r ° q intcnd;fi saw L 'neas

' a pry 4 ng far _ t expedition igto taly; arheti Ott

tie : ema O" 1wPa9s into $!,C41y." 64MAt th a r

ft i t6e Cirib ini ris:77 'And what next?" " ieturn
.and dl "oY iA elves." "And wh said the O ?e'rn nis

* f vwe do tie last, e*h now? The instruct k ;6M

to4 happiness rriap be samaiied , o

.'. ess and CoAtenfte O And-list irp teft,*ft tie

i 11sder;d y 3 13eWln w the erplegli causes aid rd; -

iele th 'h; end=tlie fni mr,

s n; rrr reYrtar, "t as stenlar history y

iieri+dirng to our imitation, the Wisdom of those, who,- feeling

thefselros *bw' lgrir" and strangers on earth, sou ht' a het;

' 6o"try e h an he, Av ftfy, anti a city which hath foundations,
bdild6r and f ker is God," ,

.
x the varte us m" of history, the rational amsement 'it

1& riot be ,eMircly overlooked. The mind, requires,

*C s origfj , 46- iie reliev f rr tie severe' studies and cared of

1 t l' fidsifi a inactidn, by by some employment; Oalcutood
."'OjIffle ek6Mte to1ts faculties, and to goodiia its senslbil.

' tha dlt1 y oP imagination. History, ib a high

;tens theme 'Petross, while; at the same tiriie, it con-
i0Ys:tts6 itrttction. Its incidents are no- less striping" than

vv i+ h t i#r in *orks of fiction, with the additiondl'advari . s

,ref tom tut tnislead the understdiiding, nor corrupt the



77, .7

:taste, bye. ibitirng A -false ; represeritattou of human lies Wb*

pan give a i o A re ble;e iteneut t© our feeli4% tbon: fo)

lov tbe.*rrativ$ of the histpri N w ile; ba p-tp'4

chafe and pu ita of terse aid cl Sre ci c
snow<dawti the va ie

th dearth, as '
-paa,5ion, which thex chMet'4 i3cenPS'4f fit' e latedtQ tll
C it; and W-bow, we recognize, -as theypass, partakersrs

of a mmon r ®uelea. What' aatf.

trxir'g and crittcal trat' on$,.ar d in e©n . , ", ,

v le ss ilar= amore themrselves,, as well as laere ,from-

which we have been conyersot,-. What so entertaining toyM the fancy, as to transport ourselves to distant ages, review eus-
;i tArns and modes of and a1' empires, whlthe hau4

of tiio hashange, and r .the: .

to ata. char c w h hay d " . a bO res

i i.vaed t? '.v.. sit, as it were, o the lark of the kir m f

# o4 vze upon the various objectsgreat and small--dings

conqun rers,.might3 cities,..and empires, philosopbers and :their

ajitemsrstateamen and theirKhemes.nf policy, and an endless flo-

tills of rninor'things---as they ar¢,b a along. AE ft : cu"r-M

:. lwaids that bmi dles to wlik, t 40,- W06

h ,,*herer a or w Yothk

iQa; 1d n a a a =rt P ly W he ;

ir ge i ft a reverie, at once sa nstrctive and doliiM" -td folly .

the ignis fatu"s of fiction 6roujh a law of spectres and j*4

obscene ,p4a.toms and " Ophiins damodd,". q

An acgva rtance , With histar tful :to all, ^ ig .x t 1ptr x

tp sty The b inur hir K

A: t tcren qs 4Mith'

have ezj 80 ,rlevmisi.s f 44he

lig nt igr ifi ti rR. the }at ut. becoma*'pPe ng

the people of all nation , that onet.i a tnar l ated_.to ,

% ,than he maybe expected to uw it tivith a" special eke torltit

ovrnprivate interests, regardless of the public. y

patriotism :are thought incorrrpaible. What there has, n giv
e tut 9.. 9, ,pi aq uc rour ;, for Such a. A

'. Yet; c ercand#. iud 16 t cam
rt e!vents Mist gis e. "npprehelMlracce eft p r t-=

't rtent ors than they general have received, 1khySbo
rulers hate:; eir suhjectO Why should we suspGC.'m u 4f the
deslgn;te * , eck the vessel, the morxmeat he is l .a-with- a s Y a

tion at tie ielm v TIZe"peopbe, sl ,,:o>a .t, eastdto ;have

credit of ini t'n.itbfa to themselvFs~a4, hi p-endeaMo

to'promo! e their own, interests, Y.et, V . %, t oa'e ,a g a alr

than could be fairly alloweil the were * to. by OK

t6ndency of their m cr+res. Thetc;this tit r alE uafliO

ed Aqu.rp upon their, sul j cts, .aria the' prebP th l i

rather through error that design. atad they, haue beea in *,M

bicauieignorant of hisik x ,, The interest ofnatiqns PPIP4

A _AI

A 
'.
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.. a : .
rtl .a 'ice at-m--oiWMS iwd. the erect of,t -puny

public as ofW4 entirely epposite to, what could reason- I

ably e rtfpat d, as to render the 144 of govern-

me" ;.h gl t degree complicated and difficult. All, whettk

q, as axe apt to leave in view, the imm' edixte effects

proposed scheme of policy; -rather than its remote conse-

s,.tl uP" gthe former'may. be inconsiderable cowpared:w.ith

eylatler." ew,:indeedl-are capable of viewiug remote Q

tueaces at ak, and.nand mithout-thelight derived firorn expert-

euce, , t lyssfe- guide in.every thing concerning the, govern-

Y" c meat, trade and policy of Nations. Theories of government form.

tm rea$ongs . a Ph are sure talbe fallacious, if not :Wild and !

+ t trtarykhoweVie wise the heads in which they originate. Those

of Plato, Sir Thomas Moore, Harrington aad Locke, are 'striking

eiammples. Those constitutions. and -forms of policy, which have

roved Wet Ain th r operation, have ° not.bgen the offspring of

ntt4n wiadom emp y d lcausou tfoh evet4ern firth, x

$ bu "been t being suggested aor

t rer, by some pressiog e Ei cy, ind retained ot eectec f
teiards, asfondt ul;o:othrwse on sue t "e at t. d

At prudent regard to hiftory is,- howevera-as w:cdely itfereVt

from submission to the authority of precedent,, as ,it is fi*n the ?

presu{nptuous spirit of ircorisiderate i"i nvvatioa. The great ad.

*aatn to be der*edi by the -statesixiW4 frog Consult g the ex

#h, would: Lfe lost,.if he. were nod°errrr;fled to

4 at s;f t, well as.4eadaptwhdtis good, l MP

fi pp' eeediog generation and:also to modify what "he adopts,

so as to suit the changes which time and human imp°rovein is

xnay have effected-in A he state of soc"itty. It was on-these .PI*itl-

c oleo that the sages proceeded, who framed the corrstitutisp jDf
0 ovemment.- they. retained whatever was found tv b+ irape-

eta w e Overona, nt-,ofpther"nationsaccommodating tM t

saute tip =the end vipw, 04 0 w4ateYer we*c ' tr

cendttictu 'fey il d te riew

further :tliaf t thane; ie i a world 04 hie Fngl$ft

history reaches: nor=,, for their purpose, was it=necessary,, Xet, in

inany, thingiateresting to ourppelic:y and prosperity as a natio%

much useful lhk tioo,, might ho lerived ,from-the writings of

,mmoFte ar Uquity. the fteld of remark which here opens,

to;be e-xpior , i the most general. and cursor: man-

pr4 0h' ;the , present oc iou. Yet, I caunot pass it by withoutt

t .. great s n-41 ity, . in their modes of cva farez tl at
hemeis. between some aucient° nations, and the savages whio, -

AWreat tin -opmaittedsmcl °ravages 49poll the infantsett nts

C "04 It"; laoftea painfully occurred to rne, that had !

the . zucted miary operation against them, been ac-

r r th ha W14 p has wiitten on the modes q( wagvan," J

oq . t G kR and Persi4us, it had been well for the6uelves

ham ' lout they co maridecl They. W would

" u re th ms ;lees to be surpriz4 at least, in their ev
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-eampmenrts. best} however, among my praisesof b!", i -should

occur to tpme who hear me, that there -is-one piece of an-dent hi-

tort' that I have -not read, t sf .uf HanniW, and Phormia, find.

u 4s my pursuits in life ham not inade t h acquainted with

the undesirable buai of carnal wa 'erkI rid only say, on

the subject in general, that if our feHaw citi nt wee, but tole=-

bly aeguaiuted with lbe terribly instructive lessor, Ob-iub' 4-elt 1.
' of war, withw ch. history so much abounds, they o-wodLd try to

bt ve4slitde to do with it as.possiible, and especially with civil w ,

which.: concentrates in itself tlae sum and essence of all 'earthy

calamities.
H ;

History, it is probable, had not its origin in any for+e-sight of the:
advantages to which it is subservient,, but in 'k wise -provision,:

which nature has made' -in the instinctive p petp ties-of the:;hu--

inan tni)d, f tie ftaus&issiea" of ow ge. -Pld age is com-

mct icadve,,, nd-youth, inquisitive and the happy junction of these-

sife qualities fortes a bhann4 through which the experience '
h

of the past is made to flow into and enrich the future. One who

has spent the vigor of his days among great and important trans-

actions, feels a peculiar gratification, in -_the , cline, of life, in

" cAlling thu g: again to. his- reme blance. 't he d es with

which hie w6 c versanti while yct hip a gie,%'were txnimpair-

ur& 616ft i nti ately-presentlelim than "se with why is.

' now surrounded. The illusions of imagination wlcb brighten

the prospectsof youth, have furnished a delightful theme to the

ti poet. and the philosopher; 'they are, probably, no less attendant

i upowthe retrospect of the t which nves to e} r the e*oti"g;

of lid. .2 ide always niaw6ur , en tnetit of the ° p s+ t brut,; '

wljed*hat vbs &Atful ift- the uli&rtaktbe has: iiie Ekrtaaiti

in the eveot, we look won lt,: .plea ai Time g'! e$-to

ings; the metl6w tolcong and g tfe outline of akd stant land- 4

scapc. What was painful is either forgotten; or becomes pleasant r

in the remembrance; and. though it has oftenbeen rema&ed;-arid

petraps truly, that few have been so happy as to wish ter' five their

lives ,aver. am, yet none are ever tired of reverting to past scenes,.

; ept t :lafty. ° 1ten thehaven.is in vi ta- weatla

en mariner, delights twreeoudt the-toils he kiA eWdared the

da ggers he has escaped. Nor do the young attend r _°e netiot3s

less delightful to the narratives of the old. How often-have our

youthful fancies been thrown int,6 a delirium of extaey, while we

listened to the recital of ,the incidents, of the AreValutionary war--
the perils; the sufferings, and the triurnphe of that eventfw pe-
riod!

The first "saps of Motory consisted, doubtless, in oral' narratives

of this hind: and, before the iwivention -of written lat'i- rage; there

was no other way to distinguish the terf ! .m toyed in - ihear t

of some gnat event, the rne4ory of 'which the r& rmt6i wisW : o

down to after n ee than la v M an Arranpms d

pronunciation different fvft Okose em l d in ordinal li i rse.

This was poetry. One of'tht t ,lofty pieces of poe kel> m



a

ra tat ci nf, is' historical commemra

tion of tKe peoa -ot ttie lsrnelites over O Red'Sear" the des-

tlt ti their pa rs beneath'its returning vaes,,corrposse'

by-.Mt0ft d sung, oil that great occasion. ° THe'lliad -i Ahe ,reei.

td, of of achievements, performed by fe" ted the accomplishment of a particular pulw5e, aAd it

WWd fo have been preservedin the memory of ancient bards- far
about five hundred years, before it was committed to: writing.

$ut the transmission of facts, 6y oral tradition, at hest uncerta , '

became g6l) more',so, by tieing associated with poetry. For" the

-poet, finding thdt -his power t6 give pleasure depended, less upon

Acts einbo ied in his narrative, than on the ed'eet of regular

ndmbers"azpon the ear, and the charms of an highly ornamented" style

upon the imagination, was under the constant temptation of adding .

to it new ernbelfi hments;' till"; at length, his facts were lost in the

.mass of lurrouudii fiction Thus the"rnuses, the daughters aof

mew °s egr es rsoc Ahe ser eit f their verietal e parent,
anal' : ay e .pwsmi g empto > t under the i 11 vale

ct'imagination: Poetz ;=too fell Ant cr edit,;as .a ; Of
paft nsactions v rd 'marruments, niedals wad; miniver

.

'here- ..

monies were resosrted to, as the means of comrtaetira events.

Of &ese, the latter arethe most effectual; and their vie,, W. been

ednsecrated by religion. But they are all exceedingly, imper-

feetcom with tW art of I6tters, an art wWebh ral , cif "the

gr ' RU lrastrCaent re powerful than thescttlp "s
rts f"heap of rags 4i o a monument more awe F

aiPre P . 4 . -

The firsthi.story, both in point of time and importance, which the.

.wosrld possesses records, not "the actions of men, but the doings bf

bipotezice. The Pentateuch of Moses!, If it is not impaired:

nits prodigy more 'stupendous than any or all the ,iniracles which

ei ;odo _*h6 flourished aboat the middte of tfie fth c

Wore t#n eh ia ai ; Thneydf& who ece6&d higi and xe

mphon,-*h!6 Wry Amt the, be fiti ft 6 the fourth century be= 1

fore Christ, have handed down to us nearly all that we-know of

ftnciimt Utnes except what comes to us from the pen of inspiration.

T6 impts of the" latter cif these historians, connect the early per

t%&40recian history, which m evidently obscareq by fahle,

the times, when the extension of the Rosman powers and

'.&W n of letters inltalyprepared the way.fora"freer and

more *rfeet intercourse among the nations, who were merged in

that great empire; and thus, the means of procuring authentic in

f tfosn, were ghostly multiplied. From the commeftement of
" 

_.
tl s6b6n&centu ry° hel'ore the christian sera, history assumes a ,

chaira.cte- comparative certainty and increasing intent. In
thispe e stubborn contest between Rome and, her great ri-

t as i.ted'in the destruction of the latter; and tlse,.4Plen-

ef ithe foetvas increasedy introducing, it ;t the liters-

: r d arts of . congaered Greece. Tltc CAgf hick, at its
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close, introduced, the Savaor,*intp the world, was in- at
through izt by a constOlation; of. the, most MtWrivus Wa-cters.

Witlunt'he three succeeding. q"uries wav:e#I'ected )be :t

revolution in the, state Qf ; l c:h ever fat.b tea

p}, ie. Christianity .without, the s ip t a , t those ea.u"S

3 4. vvhichireccimtuai>1v opinions to.ie of-manl inds

40 alnd mng lts, why in Qpposton to the weal lh *4-:twerp of pa-

Bari iat after su tainidg the shoe-kof ten succes4ve.a blopdy

{i q_.: obtaine uuderConstanti le tl.t Great, ana talc h-

t ° x "t en the throne of " Oesars. The Roman empire,,;at.

period, extended, in breadth,, upwards of: twcttlTausand mile,

from the extreme 4mit.3. of Dacia on the north, to the Tropic of

Cancer, awl, in length, .n4.ore t o three,4ousatad, frame the wes-

tern.oppai to the EuphraLps verin th rt,414!4, tttw-

' Aerate a d ,estilarnated: to fa upwards oif_*%Uen huMred,"

tboosa - uare miles. The strength} of this immense empire, it'

gaberally s osed was.weakened, by the transfer of its seat,uP

fro Rome. to _,onstantinople, an event which took lace early,
in th thirdcsntury,- =BU a .considerabIp time previous to this,

y had commenced the incursions of the, rorlharn mrbarians,,wbo,

though ofte defeat e,.ad olteft, by._tlxe wr hedlicy of;the
time4 W4 by 4he Eayn w ut..vf im metT ou **, 8 i^atire from ,
cn-x*r q* d &&rrun,-as oflenseturneA again, rte Oigipmt.
ed t rs,_t , at length,.the imperial city was taken and sacked

by t& Goths, txoder Alaric,, . is the beginning of the fifth century;

arid.,.at it*closei,;the-differentbarbariantribes were in possession of

' Its Fra .e, Spain, and the county :ies in;A#ricaxl dering W the

$Aenaugmul T earl of the ,sixth eaenty w disiuish-
ed by the rTe. of O iaptstAiou end.w MO- 1 th f, Aralata i lie lifetir* 

f tha d cQ t u l to gte Uns, 4. 6S a4
,det hik. utce*q, #i tae Vr the vole ©fLhe extend nand a' oci

siderabl portion of -the stern empire suhngitted to, their do-:,

minion. 'On the 29th da. o Ma 1453 Mahornet the' wand,
Wk by storm, the city of -Constantinople, which, from that tifiie,,,

b e l seat of a power, which,. at one Periodr.threWned the

{ IWhole ten 4. 4gpti n,,

ing its i eceut''h-umM* , *i*mainfikTu a'fa nidabl ,- cup

s the map of natigns.

$ 
The haaivr of opposing 4,.b r d its pro-

rasa in the westhelortgs to, the fate s Gbarles ± the ao- Y
con f th6Carlovingian dynasty, wbo,'Anr a rR tfb$kt fou bIVt
In tMhiJrt ¢f France, defeated the Sara" t- rrxtb. great s ti .

ter, an&&qve.thern across, the Pyrenneese

These" Viral facts have t eu me it P for. U e' or

t' 
' t 'P rpos

j turning your attention certain instjtg6j4 as; which- they served to

introduces and whi A_ have had end ati c< time to exert, a mq*,.
powerful inguence on the state of e world. .

;K The rise of the Romish hierarchy is o ' t-_, detfur

and instructive theme 1_4tstory. In tlw tune of the .

ccinv erts to tl Christian faith vete at ni E dd into chn'os,_undor

the care of t rnoste, apenence y. gn of their nawbvf-w .were

Z:

z
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'egress; ve shallsee *Ohi
s e a:stealth malts v hirlt cc t i

sat ,3 fit M

ea to sutmit t31 IN rs tv .t1

t : ' fir br r . W tQ I-

1 -mss ad pt 1 AGDIY, ta bu

g nQ rul , c is oatarA t 77,7

k. R ©t'. Apr ittve .g 'r ty w re xin VOOnt it icy
rud"ence, oxnpetenty and ado a' de andignt

most the '. my eoinpetent persons, to decide ilp-suds -lease$ old.

J4 d It ftft
u #en , ttermd.a rig an the %%.

s sech Yet this abuse could rot have been gener r
104 c ntiauauce, so long as the custom stood on its ancient fcgt

i-ng. But nber (;a tantine had provided by law, that the decis4

iowof the bishop should bo final, and egecuted-by the civil mo,
mtet and :Tat eith er .party to a suit , per4ing More # civil.,.

gistrate,-, rsig;hfi? in. any, stage f the cems cavey; y, 

to 
iba e-bisho 

e princi

ditAid4i _ ially ittd fatally changed.

T . ion could be speeted only when 'alit: now°, it was
needed not justice to support it, The Emperor V lens 1..

wed,, st furthers this arbitrary jurisdiction of the bfShgp.,- W,
}_may be rcmatk,44 that a the clvi 40 llt

pct tided tie 7ace of :thy,

t8 1'er.Ow r64d p eq A,: *W ) m, JR
i not ntaanc -superstitious pepple ?*e edsily . Haug

_ that, in all. the corsets of ir. priest and utee -with -
S culic amthority. their cause was the cause of God;

, a us some idea of the adroitness and success with w the
owce sou*Wf. & wealth wer° manag dif we refl

fr a

tb ertr a ulent tv the i it Of p rylea :

u'' 1 eur h et wer *a& Yet init s Wane = ros cl . 11
Yg

i p ed #er "tithing before i and tY i the ,dust, t .

fh slugss at d rrpeprs, b, iiaeasocacr
1WItnce, -bov6s artd eam, a, Lbe vy Of h i s

r ecd t pvn that to ti ri sti tri t; idli'tbolc

for Of thank trIatr e dons xnsE ti' t lch hay p fro i der e3itr

it is ©fibt tl t twe pots f 4" ciesoapaatd i its
T; a

plod Oon ; the first, the divisions n the Nio% us OPS

Meted down in tie tarn ' :pf rainatt e*re, and) ch

rendered sOrne ?g &re cc necessary to-W tt; i 141 8 -

vnt: that sixigular teariper whichC ctettZe f[ bd=

a 

. a m__.._ ... 

l
....
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SA4 e t ardgr.-of-feein atd wildness cif im.

Tke p i ti", subordinate and cogu*t I branches of

the sa - system, and deriving their growth fimn the sam
W* if properly examined) : confirms still further, the

t t l remarks. 
k s.

tbe primitwe times of-persecution, many pious ehristiana

pie Vie, and other with their families, into desert _ t m$4
W hun temptations to apostasy, and enjoy the pleasures of evo.

nijVWe,4te by theworld." 'The practice continued when the

zaoiyes,;tc it W ceeased, and men secluded- themseives from loci- i

,_, Pe persecution, but, to 'recommend theinse
wyoluntary poverty and penance, chastity and prayer. A

pttiatr -for superior sanctity was thus acquired; and multi.

tudea -forsook cities, colleges and the abodes of industry, to seek

i-tin; -desert.: The desert was a desert no longer. Monaste.

3 pia alid'PAW40 were erected and liberallyo 4 wed by Bona.goM 

" *quA from, infatuated Tortal ; many cifsham, after

alife O-Plrofligacyrand.rapinte, thoug his means, to purchase

hoven, The; : monks a sumed a peculiar dress and .called. e h
Chet: friars, that-is, brothers; this indicating their exclusive re,
Bard for themselves. . The world readily gave in to their absurd

.pretensions; aad many an atrocious villain has, when at the point

4:deatl4;0rdered:himself to be dressed in the Monkish garb; as a

ppgtectipp a#atpet the- expected attack of the evil one.

, nc pastic;c wooitnes, superstition obtained a monstrous

tirQjVtb,,whic4 )-iplded a, powerful support to the church of Rome.

hoir in jat"- why, on account of the various rules of sanctity

-to which they .bound' themselves by oath, were called regulars,

t ,Were, #he. steady, adherents of a power, which, in its- turn --support-

ed.their pretensions and employed them as its ministers and -emis-

es;; in- the-monastic,- institutions, there was some good

y i d.. th:thepredomi3nating.evil. The moralsdf those-who re-

sp tsd :gip he , p ? ipded, for n considerable time after their #lrst

eai 5bwept, sg 4ratively . pure. They: snot 6 my supported

jher"sgJvq;i by their industry, but procured the means of relief for

the iw4igAnt:4tnd helpless. Their sacred character, enabled them

.W' Jqaatd;isaect4ary 
to tha oppressed, which even the lawless vin

the barbarous ages dared not violate. Their seclusion

#p qe v+forld gave, them leisure for mutual improvement; and

wh l of learning escaped the inundation of barbarism that

of ed ov it Roman empire, was preserved, during the dark

ageff,, I y _t r , Means. Even -the piety which they cherished,

4 g ,ln. eaisgs, deeply tinged with superstition, and, in-setne,

deg iug into downright hypocrisy,' was, upon th6 whole,

greatly p fefia4IIe to ,the profligacy and brutal manners which ev-

ery where else preXailed. And, it deserves to he noticed, that,

though the di 'eftnt tnonastic orders obtained* one after another,

Axemption-from the JArisdiction of the secular clergy, and brecame

nnw4atdly dependent oil the see of Rome, and wi t= therefore,

C

r







the femnale sex, it is obious, wo~ild
iesf ourage and injur from the
pert in the useofweaos These

idge fromu facts, are, ini all circumi-
ire, is too obvious to need a remark
!s which were not so directbtfr

there is any generous felnginth
ited by the view ofthe hells p
;his proud situation, the feudal lord
their spirit and prowesswr. often



Hless and respect, than are usually pid to the by barbarians:

but, vhen their taste and marnners becamedi mor refnea; whein

s their'fe nales began to gratify that love of ornant dt, which is in-

stinctive in the sex, and to heighten their ative clihm by the

W O®fthose elegant productions, which commlerce began to riin-

-ti

3st rbto the wants of luxury; whether rich fuais ofthe
gaysilks of the east and the jewels anid gold of the soh b
to illuminate the halls of the fed chieftain while the
the bard added inspiration to the enterie t, woman rose, on
thehtide of enthusiastic feeling, toher throne,in the imagination

and the hearts of assembled heroes The i iof llaty
into the composition of martial qualities and lofty sentiments which

distinguished the feudal nobility, constituted the spirit of 0hiv

alry.

is l ,foruwholiv these dull tines, to tsand
tatur of thtoantic eeling in the midst of whch female

beauty w&derkigh tood nobtied dthougi sion s de-

toni friendip. It belonged more to th e iminaindet'

hsart, and patook rather of thne fte d v otion t any
earthly affection. Its object was always a goddess, ad hen wore-
ship consisted, not in offerings of sighs and amatory song, but of
the trophies of valor and laurels plucked from the edge of danger.
The religion of Rome was a religion of imagination her business
was' war; and the spirit of chivalry was allied to both. The
knights of the duke of Burgundy, when devoting themselves to a
crusade, connected in their vow, the names of God, the virgin
mother, and the ladies, adding even the peacock and the pheasant,
birds,which,I know not for what reason, were esteemed sacred.

And, we are told that Louis II, duke of Bourbon, when institu-
ting the order of the golden shield, enjoined it upon his knights, to

honor above all, the ladies, and not permit any one to slander them,
"because from them, after God, comes all the honor' that man can

acquire."

The order of knighthood obtained distinguished honor, under

the feudal system, and was one of the most important institutions

which kept alive the spirit of- chivalry. The ceremony of re-

ceiving arms, at the age of manhood, is mentioned by Tacitus, as a

custom among the ancient Germans. It prevailed, indeed among

all the northern nations, and seems to have given rise to the in-

stitution of knighthood. It was considered, at first, purely milita-

ry, and its honors were confirmed by a stroke of the sword, to inti-

mate that this was the last insult that the person so dubbed, could

in honor, receive. But during the time of the crusades, when

ideas bf romance', war and religion, were so strangely blended in

the-minds of men, and- when the institution was in its utmost vigor,
it canine tob considered as partaking' more of a sacred than of a

martial character. It was conferred by a priest: and the candid.

Ate- for its honors, previous to investiture, passed whole nights in
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world, and eternal rewards in the next, The Vicar of ;Christ,
-called a council ,at Clermont. Forty thousand attended. 411t is

the will.of God," was the universal shout. Barons, counts, knights,

t monks, ;priests, all order4,even women and children,, prepared to

rnareh jor .the holy lahd. The 15th of Augut, 1096, had been

fined -upon in the council, for, the departure of the crusaders.

M But the impatient multitude ,set out early in the spribg. Peter,

the herrrtitand Gualtiersans avoir, or, Walter the pennyless, com-

4nanded.Tbe promiscuous rabble took their course, guided b a

googeand - goat, which were thought to be inspired., aloe e

haaaks of the Danube. Multitudes perished in the forests olun,

gary;..and the residue, to the number of 300,000 were overwhelar-

eld by the Turkish arrows, and their bones piled into a pyramid on

the plains of,111.ice, !These, , however. afforded no fair specimen

of the armies thatf"ol2owed, which were com used of the & -i try

of the age, cvmmaaded- by the most gallant and skilful lead-

ers their first, carnpaign, a considerable part of lesser Asia

and al] Syria and Palestine, submitted to their victorious arms.

But these countries were remote; an active and warlike enemy

was on their borders, the Greeks, who first implored the assistance

40f their western brethren, became jealous of their svgesses and

t;urned against them,. The crusaders themselves, drawn from,, so

mangy dircnt states, were net always united in their measures,

and the conquests they had 'gained, could, not be held, but at a

vast expense of life and money. Yet., such was the enthusiastic

pertinacity with which the people of Europe adhered to their ob-

Beet, that it was not abandoned till after five successive crusades,

made at intervals, through the course of two hundred years.

A comparison between the different institutions which; ,We have

p just been, in .a very cursory:maFirier, reviewing, could we pp rsut

it into details, would afford abundant ,matter of amusing and in-

struclive speculation. Though so exceedingly different.;Ind even

oRposite in their external features, they were pervaded. by tb
same; spirit, and.sprung from the same original cast of character.

The virtues and 'Vices of, the monk and of the knight, however dif-

ferently m"fied by circumstances, were bhoots of the

stock. Simon, ttae stylite ; seems,, at first view, a . very different

sort of being from the lion Hearted Ricbard;. and he would, prob-

ably,'be thought extremely fanciful, who should attempt to .

i a resemblance between the flagellants and the followers of

3 frey of Bouillon. -'et' there is a' resemblance. The same per-

severing temper' which, under the influence of superstition,, di-

rected in a paiticular way, would enablea man to .remain for, up-

wards of thirty years, night and day, summer aQd winter, on the :top

of a pillar, till he stiffened into a skeleton, or that, if prompted, by

the sympathetic action of enthusiasm upon a multitude, could lead

them to whip each other to death, by way of penance, would, qn-

der'the guidance of martial feelings, induce them to march-half

round the globe, to find an enemy with whom they might fight -for

tombs and relics. The shield and spear of the knight, and tbe.
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issue of a 9ingfe combat. h t te ant ftsus of cvAri.
ertlie superttioni ofmncim te s orpigt u

g lie1 morafta, in would bediflz'i~ut to determne.~ Th'erdia fe of
the latter was fraud, or the formerlawless force~. hefot a 611
the church with legends, relics, and indulgences'; the other~ dept.
ited inthe very foundations of the state, the principles of a.mrrili.
tary' aristocrahy. The reformiationo f L~uther and his coadjutors,.
hast pt elWyoea religion from the cortonofsupersttin,
and ntih ti the ,~epated strogglet of patrio gym, aided

b thnroresty nfluence of science and civilit$tlo, the fber-
'tie-, o~f l rope*Mill con'tIie to languish urndr the hateM rle'

ate of feud'Il ov'nressio's. The condition of chivary with rlgo,.
or the miitiml penetration, rather of each syste- by he oiert'm
pleted the corrumtion of both. Chivalry employed the force -o2.
the sward, the dnlv-iogic with which it was acquainted, to evinc
the truth of reliion, and relilon baptized the votaries of chivalry
'in the ltood ot'ire~tics. -Andl, urnhappily for thie interests of truth,
the voice of mnoder'n history, instead of mnakine an impartial dis-
tribiution of blame between the two, has heaped it all on the head
of' religion- whereas the massacres which have been charged to

.. her account, were uowing to that native thirst for bloodl which
characterized, from the first, the barbarians of the north, and

wihwas afterwards ennobled by the institutions of chivalry, and
sanctioned by a gloomy superstition, which had nothing of chris-
tianity but the ne. It is happy for nq, that a wide 'oen n
the revolution of'7 ave. i a °ra dee separated us from
the influence of feu'l-iI rights and superstitious institutions, a41'
would be happier till, were the separation more complete. The
absurd practice of duelling, and the Pevailing taste for intoia-
ting liquors, proclaim, at once, our shame and our descent',- an
although the relics of, saints, and pilgrimages to the holy land,
never had any value among us, vet there are other things, deem.
ed pious, which mutt be supplanted by knowledge and moral vir-I
tue, before we, can truly boast of a -romplete deliverance fromr the
lingering traces of superstition. On the other hand, it is but just
to observe, that while we have separated ourselves from the mass
of those evils in church and state which grew out of the feudal
system and a corrupt hierarchy in the old world; it is exrcdingly
unfair, that the odium which is justly due to them, should Ie trans
erred to things of a directly opposite nature amon& us, thouel
some, to serve their' purpose, should choose to call them by the
same name. Why should protectants, for instance. I" e ensit1red
for what belongs to the church of Rome? Why should the 4etes'
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