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FREE-HAND SKETCHES OF OLD-TIME HOUSES
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SOUTH BEND, INDIANA.

HON., DAVID ROHRER LEEPER'S RESEARCHES,
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OUR PIONEER HOTELS

'THE SCUTHE BEND INN-UNION HALL-LILLY'S TAVERN-MICHIGAN HOTEL-
S AGLE HOTEL-RAILROAD EXCHANGE-TEMPERANCE HOTEL-WASHINGTON
HOUSE-TRAVELER'S REST-FRANKLIN HCUSE-WITH A GLANCE AT
OTHER LATER HOSTELRIES-INTERSPERSED WITH SOME PER-
SONAL SKETCHES

The history of the hotels of South Bend has in several instances
been given more or less attention through the local newspapers and
otherwise. If ths present sffort in the same direetien should show
in some particulars more detail and cloger approaeh to aocuracy, it
will be owing solely to the fact that more time and patience have been
ziven to the matter than would be practicable in the rush of ordinary
newspaper work. Yet I do not by any means flatter myself that my nar-
ative is exhaustive or free from error. To the end that the facts
nd impressions given may be made as trustworthy as possible, ean-
did acclaim is earnestly invited.

Within its first decade there were altogether eleven taverns
orerated in the town. Just when the first two of these were opened
may not at present be easily determined. The earliest documentary
evidence on the subject known to the writer is to be found in the
records of the county commissioner's court, where, at their first
Jeptember session, 1831, Calvin Lilly, Benjamin Coquillard, and Pet-
ar Johnson were each granted a license for this purpose. On Novem-
ber 12th. following, the advertisements of Lilly and Coquillard
appeared in the Northwestern Pioneer, this being the second number
of that newsgaper, the first number being missing from the preser-
ved file. Lilly's place is said to have been the first and Coquil-
tard's the second, both dating back to 1830. These claims appear

to be based solely upon tradition and cannet now be verified.

Both Lilly and Coquillard boarded some of Brookfield's men when he
was surveying the Town Plat in the spring of 1831, which may sig-
nify, as far as it goes, that they were keeping tavern at that date.

O
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SOUTH BEND INN
Mr. Lilly's announcemsnt runs as follows:

*SCUTH BEKD INK"
CALVIN LILLY
Has opened a House of Public Entertainment on St. Josgeph
Street. His table is furnished with the best the ceunti
will afford-his Bar is supplied with the choicest of
Ligquors and his Stable with Provender.
No exertion will be wanting to render general
satisfaction to those who may favor him with & call.”

Tris building stood on the northeast corner of Lot 37, which
is the irregular tract lying southwest of Vistula Avenue, and west
of 8t., Juseph Strect. The property ssewsg to have belonged to Ed-
nund Fitr Taylor, who advertises the same for sale April 17, 1832,
possession to be given May 1, and describes it as "a good Frame
House, 2 stories high, with a brick seller-likewise a 2 story hewed
'Log House and Kitchen' well calculated for a public stand and sit-
uated in as beautiful and pleasant a part of the teown, as any other.
The lot is 200 feet front on Pearl Street."

On May 22, 1832, the Northwestern Pioneer makes the following
anniouncement: "The Printing Office has besn removad to the second
story of the house formerly occupisd as a tavern by Mr. Lilly,
the corner of St. Joseph and Pearl 8ts." St, Joseph street is
here mentionsd first, which may have some significance, indica-
ting that this was then the priuncipal street, the Michi
not having been erected, and the 'Dragoon Trace' bailwes

i v
and Chicazo at that time crossing Bowman's Cresk near ths present
Henry Studebaker's barn, intersecting the St. Joseph Sireet at
atout Wayne St., and then following the former down to Pearl., The

piace was now certainly vacated as a hotel. I have not been able
to find out anything of its subsequent history. If part of th
building was a frame, as is stated, it was mast likely the i
of the kind in the state north of Loganspert. E. P. Taylor, 1
owner, as is well known. was a brother of Lathrep M. Taylor, one
of the founders of the town, and came to thisg loeality not long
after his brother. Most people of today remember 'Pitts' Taylor
be:t as the owner of a sawmill on the west race, and his immensge
locg piles on and about the present site of the standpipe and over
the adjacent bluff,

UNION HALL

This 'House of Public Entertainment' in the language of that
day, was owned by Senjamin Coquillard, brother of the older Alex-
is, and father of the late Alexis, tie well-known capitalist and
wagon manufacturer, Tre building stood on tie gite of the L. F.
Baker rooms attacied to t.e rear of tle present Citizens' Nation-
al Bark. Some say tre location was on tie point across the alley;
but that is hardly probable, for Mr. Coquillard did not own any
ground tliere, and it is not likely Le would rave built on ground
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belonging to somebody else, especially as his brother was half-
owner of the whole town plat. The frame that preceded the pres-
ent brick trat was long known as the Harris corner,wasg built in
i838 by William H. Patterson; an¢ now modified in external ap-
pearance, stands on the norihsasr corner of Jsffersen and g%,
Joseph streets. Mr. Patterson was long a merchant in South Bend,
was recorder of the county, and always a gtaunch pillar of the
Baptirt church. The late "Deacon" Hatch called him "Praying Billy."
The two were partners. They did business, as Hatch was wont to
gay, according to the scriptures; they watched and prayed, Billy
doing the praying and Hatch the watching. Humble as the Union
Hall waz in itse<1f, it was nevertheless quite ambitious in its
pretentions. The proprietor, in his advertisement, "hopes, by his
long experience in the busineses, to give general satisfaetion to
trhose who may favor him with a call. His table is furnished with
the best the country affords. His bar is supplied with she choic-
€st of liquors." His advertisement appears in the same issue of
thie paper as Lilly's though it has been claimed- I know not on
what authority-that the South Bend Inn was the first to begin bus-
iness. It is not probable that his career as mine host was long
continued. At any rate his last license was issued in September
1832 and on November 10, following, the title passed to his bro-
ther Alexis, he having held it exactly one year.

LILLY'S TAVERN

Calvin Lilly. in 1831, purchased of the original proprietors

Lots 28, 29, and 30 which comprise the block lying on the west

gside of Michigan street between Jefferson and the first alley north,
being 198 feet by 165, or three-fourths of an acre. On this property
he erectrc A one and one-half story frame house which occupied the
frontage now covered by the Lippman Clotiing Store and the Kuntsman
Saloorn, Thne proprietor took out a tavern license for this stand at
t.e S=rtember term.It was in t'e bar room of t!.is establislment that
thie first Circuit Court of tie county was leld on QOcteber 22, 1832,
witih Hon. Jon R. Porter as the president judge. The segsion lasted
tut a single day. Tre first case was a divorce suit and was success-
ful, taus establishing a reputation for the state in this line which
it as since zealously sustained. The second casge was for libel, and
tie taird the prosecution of a woman for selling liquor to the Ind-
ians. I believe a son of this defendant learned his trade as a tan-
ner with Mr. Bugbee, and is now, if living, a respected oitizen of
one of the flourienting county seats of Northern Indiana, having,
represented the county in tie legislature for one or more sessions.
Mr. Lilly appeared at tie commissioner's court for a tavern licensed
the last time at tle May term 1834. On Marec™ 9, 1835, he sold to
Jo.n Fowler and went lis way to swel! tle tide as the star of em-
pire takes its way. From my ratler cursory examination of the re-
cord, Mr. Fowler appears to -ave "eld but one license as tavern-
keeper, t is having been issued at tie September term 1835. What
happened "ere for several years suceeding this date, I have Dbeen
unable to learn. But in 1837, Mr. Almond Bugbee, to whom I am in-
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debted for much of the info:mation used in this article, board-
ed at the place, the location being indicated by a large swinging
sign which te-2, ° ¢ zrp relier, the, at that day, anomolous leg-
end, "IEMFERANCE HOUSE." B8y the wav. in naseing, it may be remark-
ed that while drinking may have bwen quite as at present, the
cause of temperance was thien perhaps given much more serious at-
tenticn. Early in this very vear, the Rev. Alfred Bryant was at
the head of a temperance movement which received 156 signatures,
among which were those of the father, mother, two uncles and an
aunt of thes writer. These, indeed, needed no such formality for
self -protection; for not one of them touched, tasted or handled,
0f that 155 whese namee were thus enrolled, but one remains to
tell the story. He had been in the village but a few weeks. The
letters T.T.A follow his signature, meaning teetotalabstinence,

a designation he has ever since maintained, in letter and in spir-
it. It gees without saying that I refer to our well-preserved and
highly csteem>d octogenarian, Almond Bugbee. I do not know how
lon: Mr TFowler kept the Temperance House. The last occupant of
the place in the Forties was James Doan, who was a blacksmith at
the end of the West Race, and made the first steel plow known in
Northern Indiana. He crossed the plains in 1849, the entire dis-
tance on foot. A vear or two later his body, still warm, was found
or the trail between Carson Valley and Placerville, where he had
been nmurderdered and robbed. Mr. Fowler sold all hig real estate
10 David Stover and moved to California. To the latter gentleman

1 am alsc indebted for much cld-time data, and who, hale and hear-
ty, at four -core and four, now resides at his cozy semi-country
hsyme near Springb: ook Park., Mr. Fowler had several sons and one

or more daughters. One of the daughters was the mother of the
Listenberger brothers, Albert and Miner. Alexander, the second
son, was a Mexican war veteran, and lost a thumb at the storming
of the Heights o: Cerro Gordo. He also made an honorable record

as a colonel of infantry in tne war for the Union. The building,
according to Judge Turner in ~is "Gazetteer of St. Joseph Valley"
was moved to Jefferson St. and used as a warehouse for the Stude-
taker Wagon Works. I know not wrat became of it afterward, but I
believe it to be a part of tu.e livery stable on West Jefferson St.

MICHIGAN HOTEL

Tne Michigan Hotel was situated on the corner known ag the
Coonley drug store. It was erected by Peter Johnson, grabdfather
of Trad S. Taylor, and several years later, an associate judge.
Mr. Jornson moved with his family to South Bend from Logansport
early in 1831. Ice was still in the Tippecanoe and in Yellow riv-
er, but was too rotten for safe crossing; so that Indian canoes
had to be obtained with wiich to ferry. T'e trail from the south
tllen swung to the westward t.roug. w.at is now Liberty and Greene
townships, this county, to avoid tie lakes, marshes, and heavy
timber on the direct route, afterward taken by the Michigan road.
dr. Jolnson was a practical carpenter and builder, and began at
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once the erection of hig hotel and stable, the latter on the
alley at the west end of the lot. The main building was a
two-SLOTrY c4tructurs, ond may silll be seen atv 218 West Navarre
St. Thers was also a wing attached, which fronted on Washington
St, .The license was granted to commence August 1, that year. The
same season Mr. Johngon built the "Fairplay", which was ths first
keel boat to gladden the waters of the St. Joseph. Washington St.
between Michigan and Meain was his ship-yard. Here he erected the
necessary scaffolding upon which he mounted the largest pirogue
available. This he split in two with a whip-saw. Then oak plank
of the proper length were ripped out in like manner and bent to
match the contour of the boat along the line of its oleavage.
Now, with the knees, beams, calking. pitching, running-board, en-
closing, pike-poles and rudder-sweep, the boat was launshed for
service. Mr. Johnson was also the contractor and builder of our
first court house.

In 1834, the license for this house was issued in the name
of Mr. William L. Earl, father of Mrs. A. E. Merritt, of this
city, and Wm. L. and Daniel Earl of California. Mr. Earl was pre-
viously a partner with Alanson M. Hurd in the iron works and town
plat of Mishawaka, and was keeping tavern there, says Mrs. Merr-
itt, at the time of the great meteoric shower, in 1833. He alleg-
6d that Hurd swindled him out of his interests in that locality.
In 1835, when the United States Land Office was opened at La Por-
te, the Michigan Hotel did a t'riving businees. At the September
term, 1836, Mr. Earl took out a license for Earl's Tavern, a stand
which he erected that season at the present site of Lakeville, he
having purchased for tnis purpose a forty acre tract of Jacob Rec-
tor, grandfather of our Attorney J. D. Henderson. In the same
year Mr, Jolnson sold the Michigan Hotel property to one Charles
Trrasher, and built a sawmill on the edge of the bluff at the
rear of the present residence of Hon. J. B. Stoll. This was the
first attempt to employ steam power for manufacturing purposes
in St. Joseph county, and the experiment proved a dismal failure.
It cost more for fuel than tiie mill could earn. Damiel Gephart
appears to have kept the 'otel for a slort time, l.aving taken
out a license at tlie September term, 1836. Levi Wills followed;
then Join Mowry and Isaac M. Baldwin, September 1837; several
months after, Levi Wills again, in January, 1838. Mr. Wills, it
may here be stated, afterward kept "Our House" at Mt. Pleasant,
this county. In 1850 ‘e crossed tle plains to California. There
ne engaged in supplying some of t'e Hangtown markets with beef
cattle, and soon afier was killed by a wild steer. Tie llotel pro-
perty was sold December 12, 1837, by Mr. Thrasier to Abram R. and
Jorn H. Harper and Jo'n N, Smit:.. On February 27, 1838, a permis
was granted t ese proprietors to occupy for 120 days a part of
Micnigan street opposite t is lot and the one adjoining on the
south for making improvements on tl.is property. What these im-
provements were does not appear; per aps t e erection of the wing
to tie west was one of ti:em. It was ile Harpers, probably, that
changed tre name to American Hotel,a name borne on its large swing-
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ing sigy to the c¢lose of its career. In 1838, Renatus N. Koehler
came to South B ol Tron Peorgylvania, and clerked in Harper's
gtore feor aw' ' TooJeruary, 1839, he and Thomas Dusy, having
formec a partuersaip, rented tae hotel and ran it till Novembor
1840. Then the Harper bLrothers themsslves carried on the busi-
ness, and later Abram took charge alone. In January 1845, the
smallpox broke out in the village and epread to an alarming ex-
tent. From first to last there were about geventy-five victims
and the psrcentags of Tatalities was very great. Some of the
patients wera quartared in this hotel and Harper, rather than
have these {aken to the pest housge, had the doors closed. Louis
Comparet, brot! Mre, Alexis Coguillard, and long a noted
wit of ite town, a very severe attack of varioloid among the
ear liest of the attacksd. He recovered in season to be of much
gervice in attend: other patients, among these our ex-mayor,
W:lliam Miller, wio was at the American Hotel. Jacob N. Massey,
happening to meet Leouis on the street, inquired as to Miller's
conditicn, and was told the case was very serious. Jacob was
very pious; and his thoughts turning beyond things earthy, he
asked Comparel wheth=r he thought Milier weuld like to see 2
preacher. "Or, yes! Oh, yes'" said Loulie, seizing heartily upon
the oprortunity wo perpstrate a joke. Jacob soon found the EHev.
William Prati, ithe Baptist minister here, brother of United

tates Genator Danie! D. Pratt, of Logansport. Both the preach-
er and the senator wers men of glant frames and stentorian lungs.
Preacher Prait corsented to serve without hesitation, although
he may rave won'ered why M¥r. Massey did not see his own preacher,
Alfred Bryant, the Presbyterian pastor here. Well, Mr, Pratt
prepared hia-el the ordeal as well as lie could, covering his
face with 2 bandana handkerchief. As he opened the door of ths
scourged chamber, Louls, now happening to be in and expeeting
& scene, slipped out. Pratt approached the bedside and asked
Miller as to whethsr 1is services were desired, and was told
that no such reques=t had been made. Mr. Pratt then inquired
whether he s'ould come again, with the reply forthaoming that
there was no necessity for im to tlus expose himself. Nor did
he. This story, wit! many variations, was for many years retail-
ed as the stock jokxe of thes town. I have given Mr. Miller's ver-
sion of the incident, as le related it to me a few days ago. In
1847, August 25, Koeller and Duey again became the landlords,
and now tiie owners as well. Mr. Koehler was the actual head,
as Mr. Duey, for _is part, took charge of the farming interesis
of the firm.

Anotrer stcry wag current about tie tewm for many years,
happening during t'is management. One James Me Goggy, a car-
penter, wi.o ~ad a terrible impediment of speeci from a bad case
of hare-lip, came into t e bar room one day, in a state, seeming-
ly, of great excitement. Elver Rose was with Lim. Addressing Mr.
Koeiiller, c Groggy w nt on to cetail t.at Rose and e lad just
bet tie drinks on a certain dispute between them, and asked

@
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whether they could get the grog and pay for it when the wager
was decided. Mr. Koehler, with his usual sagacity, set out the
Jug. Both quaffed down a generous potation. Me Goggy mnow pro-
ceeded to explain, "Well, Mr. Koehlar," said he, "Elmer and I
were looking at your sign-post out there and wondering which
way it would fall when it rotted off at the bottom. We got to
disputing about it and finally made the bet. I bet it would fall
south, and Elmer, ths damned fool, bet it would £all north.” Of
such were the wit and humor when the bar room was the social
resort of the town. In 1850, Koehler and Duey sold the property
to Captain Samuel L. Cottrell and the furnishings to Goleonel
Adam S. Baker, our now venerable townsman, of 908 §. Michigan
St. Mr. Baker kept the hotel till te Southern Michigan and
Northern railroad was completed, which I think was in 1852.
Daniel Haight and George Clark, his brother-in-law, next became
the proprietors. They remained as such only about six months.
Sylvanus G. Gaylord then operated it, probably till he and Lot
Day, Jr. succeeded to the proprietorship of the St. Joseph ho-
tel, which was on December 28, 1858. This eeems tO have been
the last use made of the so-called American corner as a hotel.
Indeed, the lower floor had for some time prior been used for
merchandising by Ezekiel French and ----- Adams, and perhaps
after them others. It was the longest-lived hotel known to
South Bend, running as such for about a quarter of a century.
The present three-story brick was erected in 1866 by Ex-Sheriff
Solomon W. Palmsr, Dr. George F. Nevius and James Bonney, the
latter our veteran photographer.

EAGLE HOTEL

I do not know much of this hostelry. It is one of the thrae
hotels marked on the first map of South Bend, made, as would seem
from some of its data, early in 1837. It was a story and a half
frame that stood on the southeast corner of Lafayette and Wash-
ington streets, across from the present First Presbyterian churoh.
The lot was purcissed of Samuel Hanna by Levi Barnes and Samuel
C. Russ, jointly, on November 16, 1835. Bot! were carpenters and
joiners, and doubtless put up tlle building. Samuel C. Russ was
licensed to keep tavern ‘ere at the May term, 1836, and again at
the September term, 1837. Russ was succeeded by John A, Prestana,
who became owner of the property August 24, 1841. Prestana sold
to Amable M. Lapierre, April 26, 1843, and moved from Lere to
Chicago. Mr. Willis A. Bugbee remembers tle family well and visit-
ed them in that city, they having a son about his age. Mr. La Pierre
wae a Frenciman and an ardent Metl.odist, altiough brought up a
Catholic. He was a bricklayer and plasterer by trade, and was tie
head mason on the first college building put up at Notre Dame.

The smallpox nere in 1845 marked him as one of its victims, and
he carried a badly pitted face to his grave. He was also invol-
ved in the noted Norris fugitive slave case and I think, as a
consequence, lost his property ti:rough process of the United
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States court at Indianapnlis. Later he removed to Niles, where

he was gathered to hisg fathers some years ago. John M. Lapierre
of 119 W. Marion street is his nephew. Mr. Bugbee bearded with
Russ a while in 1837. His bedchanber was the loft with nothing
between him and the star-bespangled [irmament save the shingle
roof, through which the gnow often filtered with a liberality
that did not always evoke joyous apostrophes to "the beautiful".
There were flush times then. The Kankakee canal was in course

of eonstruction; so was the East race. Judge Garrett V. Dannis-
ter, who, with "Prince" John Van Buren, General Wm. J. Worth,

of Mexican war renown, and others, was pushing the last-named
enterprise, was one of the boarders. There were about twenty in
all. The current rate was {3 for board and lodging, cheap enough,
in all counscience, one would think, since most supplies were at
that time as high or higher than at the present day. But, never-
theless, a dollar locked much larger than it does to our vision.
Benjamin R. Hall was running the Exchange at the same time. He
had syndicate ideas in his head, and organized a combination

among the craft to advance the rate to [ 3.50. At once there arose
& loud protest. The hotel patrons of the geveral establishments
held a meeting and vigorous resolutions were adopted. Mr. Bugbhee,
backed by those of the Eagle Hotel, presented a series of these
fulminations to his landlord, John Milligan, of the Free Press,
got out fiery dodgers hteaded "Insurrection” and had them scattered
about the streets. Tile big two-story Collmer building on Vistula
avenue, built by Robert Wickersham, was rented and a man named Lar-
ibee engaged to take charge of it as a "community boarding rouse"
for the irate 'insurrectionists' as they were pleased to call them-
selves. The upshot was a backdown on the part of the hotsel keepers,
a restoration of tie old rate and tlie abandonment of the boarding
house project. Tie Eagle Hotel building burned down a few years
ago and tie site is now graced witi. the elegant Kizer and Woolver-
ton block occupied by the Eliel drug store,

WASHINGTON HOUSE

The Washington Block was the pride of t'e town in its day.
The site was on Lot 19, which lies on tl'e north side of Waslington
street from Main to the first alley east. Tne lot was purclased
February b, 1833, from State Senator Samuel Hanna, of Ft. Wayne,
by Samuel Studebaker, wlo wag the original owner of the Martin
L. Wenger farm, now embraced within the c¢ity limits. March 1,
1836, Mr. Studebaker sold the same to Hiram Rush, but there being
some deferred payments, the deed was not made out till 1840. Mr,
Studebaker, dying meantime, the conveyance was executed by the
late Judge Thomas 8. Stanfield, as commissioner in chancery.
Mr. Rush, immediately after tle purchase in 1836, subdivided the
lot into blocks froenting upon Was ington street, about if not ex-
actly, as marked off by the several buildings that occupy tle
ground today.The purcirasers were James and Wm.Wickersinam, Char-
les Egbert, F. J. and E. Townsend, and Wm. M. and Join Parker.
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Ti.e building was a frame, 60 feet deep by 140 feet long, te

whole tirese stories above tie ground witl: a basement.Tius

extending from Main girest sast on Washington to within twen-

ty feet of the alley, it was for that day and for so small a
village a quite imposing structure, as its front elevation

appeared in its white paint varied with window shutters in

green. The two Wickershams owned three of the blocks, and

were the prime movers of tlie enterprise. Both were carpenters

and joiners, as was also their brother Robert, and these three

did the bulk of the work, William superintending and doing

the laying out. Ralpli Staples arrived in the village just as

the rafters were being placed, and thereafter was a conspicu-

ous figure on tiie job. From that time forward for many years

there were few buildings requiring carpenter work, hereabouts,
either in town or county, tlhiat Ralph did not lLave a hand in

their construction., Sixty-two feet of tiie west end of the build-
ing in question was plenned and fitted up for a lotel and took

the name Washington House, which it bore to tie end. It was own-

ed by the two Wickershams, James and William. The first license

for the tavern, as suc!. called in tle official records, was tak-

en out by William and Robert Gephart at the September term, 1837;
but the establishment was opened August 1, the previous month.
Andrew Simmons succeeded the Gepharts, taking out the county
licenss in his name at the Maroh term, 1838, while the town in-
eorporation license was iessued to Alva Simmons, hig wife, May 15,
following. Simmons was keeping the place as early as February 3,
that year, at which date David Scott took breakfast there and

had his horse fed, after having foully murdered and robbed his
friend Josihua Copeland on Rolling Prairie. Mr. Bugbee at tle

same time did some repairing on Scott's bridle. Scott was over-
hauled at Edwardsburg, taken back to La Porte, tried, convicted,
and hanged in the presence of an immense concourse of people.
Gephart and Riechmeond were the next proprietors, their license

being dated September 1838. The next license was issued to Rob-

ert Gephart at the May term, 1839. On December 12, the same year,
Mary Ceplhart, widow of Daniel and mother of Robert and William,
figures as the proprietress through an advertisement of the hotel
furniture and fixtures for sale. From the spring of 1840 for several
years the stand seems not to have been occupied. At least, definite
data is not at present known. Chauncey 8. Fassett and John Hcopsr
each take the station as mine host here for awhile, but exactly wien
or how long have not been ascertained. I interviewed a lady in this
city on thie subject. Sie was married in 1844, and at ence took rooms
in the Washington House, occupying them for a year or more. Mr. Fas-
sett, she said, kept tlie hotel during that time. From Mr. Bughbee's
abstracts of titles, which he kindly allowed me to consult, we
learn that Mr. Hooper purchased an interest in the property February
13, 1845, and that he sold this interest to Stephen Field's December
18, 1847. If this period of part ownership affords any cluc to Mr.
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Hooper's occupancy, it is about all I have been able to find,
except that the lady to whom I have just referred stated that
he was living there at the time of the death of his mother-in-
law, Mrs. Smith. Mr. Defrees, t.e accomodating sexton of thle
city cemetery, at my request, found the proper inscription on
Mrs. Smith's tombstone in tine Hooper lot. I have a distinct
personal recollection of seeing Mr. Fassett then. We lived

on a farm three or four miles distant from town. He wase the
customer for the butter we had to spare, paying ten cents per
pound by the year whatever the current price. I was attending
school in town, living at home and walking back and forth for
the sake of muscular development. I sometimes had to eéarry tihe
dairy product to boot. But I do not recall the date. Nor do I
remember even having seen Mr. Hcoper about that place., In 1848,
"Black" John Rush succeeded to the proprietorship, his advent
as such being duly heralded in The Register, in which, under the
date of February 18, e announces that he has rented the hotel,
"refurnished and refitted it up in the most convenient style".
This was the first instance after 1832 that any direct refer-
ence to any hotel in Sout: Bend had besn found, and afforded
much relief, as the musty pages of The Register and of the few
stray copies of The Free Press were being eagerly searched.

Mr. Rush kept the place till March 3, 1849, when the ewnership
passed to John Grannis and John Hammond. Mr. Rush, wife and two
daughters crossed the plains to California in 1850, the two for-
mer dying of cholera in Sacramento shortly after their arrival.
The oldest daughter, Julia, married William L. Earle and lived
in Jolon, California. Mr. Hammond became the active manager of
the hotel and became its sole owner till it went dnte "innocu-
ous desuetude" as Grover Cleveland would say. This was probably
in about 1856, when the first St. Joseph Hotel was opened. The
three-story brick now occupying part of the site of the hotel
was erected by Joseph G. Bartlett in 1865, T. Wilke Defrees and
Elias V. Clark, contractors.

TRAVELER'S REST

In 1837, Benjamin Wall began tavern-keeping on the south-
east corner of Michigan and Jefferson streets. Upon the great
swinging sign, in conspicuous letters, was the alluring scroll.
"Traveler's Rest". The license was issued at the November term.
Mr. Bugbee was a guest at the opening spread. Mr. Wall kept the
place a number of years. The writer well remembers the guide-
board on the tall sign post that with its index finger so long
pointed the wayfarer to the south, advertising him that it was
"65 miles to Logansport".

The property was purchased by Mr. Wall of the writer's father,
and, it is believed, did not prove satisfactory as a hotel wven-
ture. The building was removed by Alex. Staples to 1221 Laurel
street, where it may gtill be seen.
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RAILROAD EXCHANGE

Thie is the building that, with a number of modifications
and under various appellations, is still standing on the south-
west corner of Michigan and Water streets, the only one of the
pioneer hotel structures in South Bend that st#ll occupies its
original site. The lot is number one of the old plat. It was
first sold to Levi F. Arnold, who was a member of the Brook-
field surveying party in 1829, and wio was one of the first
Justices of the peace of St. Joseph county. He is marked on
Colonel Taylor's books as sucli purchaser, but appears to have
been given no deed for the preperty. August 11, 1834, the fee
simple passed from Samuel Hanna to John Rush, "Black John", as
he was familiarly called, to distinguisl him from another John
Rush to whom he was distantly related. Mr. Rush, most likely,
proceeded at once to erect a building upen his purchase, as may
be inferred from the following entry in t:e minutes ef the board
of trustees of the town corporation, at the meeting of Dewember
29, 1835: " It is ordered that John Rush be permitted to oceupy
ten feet in front of his building on Michigan and Water streets
for three months with lumber and building materials." Thie record
is signed "H. Chapin, Prest." It appears from this wording that
the building was already erected at that date. The place was first
occupied as a general store by Mr. Rush in co-partnership with Dr.
Join A. Hendricks, under the firm name of Hendricks and Rush, It
is not probable that the building as at first put up was more thanm
a story and a half or two stories in height, for it appears to have
been designed only for a store room. In May, 1837, Hendr&cks and
Rush removed their store to tl.e new square brick house that stood
on the east side of Michigan street, just in front of the present
Hill Brothers grist mill. The building vacated by them was fitted
up for a tavern and perhaps now received its christening as the
Railroad Exchange. Benjamin R, Hall was the first landlord, tak-
ing out his licenee in Septemder, 1837. Mr. Hall, later, kept
"Our House" at Mt. Pleasant, on the Michigan road, in German
township. This, as remarked elsewhere in these sketches, was
a boom period for 8outh Bend. The bridge aecross the St. Jos-
eph, whieh was located exactly east of the first alley north
of Navarre street, was opened for travel; the Kankakee race was
about completed, it was thought, and the three mills to be thus
set in operation were one of the lappy dreams of the village:
the hydraulic canal on the east side of the river was also im
process of construction, giving employment to many laborers: the
boats, for the most part, landed and discharged thetr cargoes
at the Chapin warehouse directly opposite the Railroad Exchange;
land speculation was running rampant; in a word, the outlook for
South Bend was remarkably promising, especially for the north
part. Otiher hotels were springing up in the village, and the
capacity of the Exchange must be enlarged to meet the demands
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21, 1838, we find Mr. Rush again
feet in front of Lot 1, for forty
¢ is the time, probably, when
er ortory. od the wing annexed, and
frunt pLezzas. Barnes and Russ of
t wny Mr. Russ should have tak-
however, for on January 8 of the

the Eagle Hotel d
en out this permit is no
same year, the title to the property wag conveyed to Alexis Co-
quillard with John T. Swith naving a fractional interest, and
these gentlemen were now the proprietors of the hotel.

On March 3, 1838, the 1%(0 was the scene of a grand dinner
and jollification over tle nows that the twelfth branch of the
State Bank of Indiana was to be located in South Bend. This was
considered as of immense importance to the town and especially
as a signal triumph cver Michigan City, which had been working
might and main to secure the same prize. Speeches were made,
many trasts were given, & many a purple bumper trembled
at willing lips. One of tte toasts, which passed as especially
witty, ran about as follow A boose dot gquack in de Michigan
City (hard) Times, whit ugs 'im an quit 'im. But bless 'im
if I ketch 'im down this pluck ebery tail fedder out of de
wing.” This Michigan City was a newspaper that most likely
nad been laboring hard t ; bank established in that village,
and tkis sally was aimed as a terrific stunner for this now under
dog. If I remember aright, ¥r. Bugbee informed me that he was
that occasion although we may be

L 1 ion from the purple cup.

John Hooper was married this hotel to Miss Phoebe Smith,
on April 14, 1840, his wife being a sister of Mr. Coquillard' s
partner in the llotel; and Mr. Hooper at about thie date succeeded
these gentlemen in the charge 0: the hotel. Mr. Bugbee hoarded
with the last nsmed landlord during the exciting "log-cabin and
hard-cider" campaign of that year. Everywhere wagons were to be
seen in procession, sgurmountsd with log-cabins with coon skins
decorating the outside, and a cider barrel lying hard by. An
immense caravan of ox-teams thus headed drove the whole dis-
tance from South Bend io the Tippecance battleground, where it
was met by similar caravans from other parts of the state, and
where a grand jubilee was held in furtherance of the Whig cause.
Everywhere the air was rcsonant with the refrain "Go it Tip and
come it Tyler, Pull the trigger, bust the biler", ending with the
chorus, "Tippecanoe and Tyler too.

Well tie Whigs won out at the election, but soon got more of
"Tyler too" than was to t Wi*inﬁ As 1is well known, about the
first thing Tyler did, seding to the pres1dency, upon
the death of General HarriSPi Was to vote the Whig pet measure
to re-charter the United And now it was the Demo-
crats' turn to lauzgi, wh metaphorically, with thunder-
ing cannon and a big whoor blow-out at the Exchange
in the first week of Sep ir. Hooper still presided
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at that hostelry., and, himself an ardert Democrat, (cor Locofoco)
ags the Whigs called them, he was, most assuredly, in hearty sym-
pathy with his guc~sts on this occasion.
Mr. Hooper was succeeded by J. B, Cicot, who was the last to
keep the place as a hotel for scvera. years 1o come. I co not
know when Mr. Cicot began or when he quit, but after closing out
the business, he removed to Detroit and settled there. His bro-
ther, Edward V. Cicot, was for a time one of Mr. Coquillard's
mercantile partners, and he was also one of the early directors
of the South Bend branch of the State Bank.
A serious reaction had now set in: in fact had set in some
time before. The Kankakee canal proved 1o te too small and had
to be enlarged at great cost, and even then it was a sad failure.
Work on the East Race had besen indefinitely suspended, indeed,
had lasted but a gingle season. The bridge north of town had be-
come unsafe, and had been torn down. Another bridge was thrown
across the river at the foot of Washington street. Lewis M. Al-
verson had absconded with nearlv $30,000 of Mr. Coquillard’s
money, which the latter was to have received from the govern-
ment for removing the Indians west, and which he had entrusted
Alverson to collect. Altogether, the north part of the town,
which had so long depended largely upon Mr. Coquillard's bounty
and enterprise, was now in a piteous plight. Mr. Rush collapsed
financially about the time he sold the Exchange to Coquillard
and Smith. He was never able to pay for much of the material
with which the hotel had been reconstructed in 1838. Cassius
Caldwell, of German township, lost to the value of about $1cO0.
on this account. A search of our land records will show that
Mr. Rush was engaged widely in land speculation on his own
account, as well as with Dr. Henricks and Coquillard. Henricks,
as well as Rush, thus became swamped, while Cogquillard also be-
came seriously crippled. The Exchange passed from hand to hand
rapidly, and for a season was abandoned to the bats and owls.
During one summer when the hotel was thus forsaken, I went to
school in the frame building which until recently stood on
“the corner now occupied as the Wyman residence grounds. This
was the first time that I had heard grammar parsed, and the
lingo, "Man is a common noun, masculine gender, third person,
singular number, etc.",sszemed very funny to me, and was as un-
intelligible to my perception as if it had been Sioux or Pawnee
twaddle.We boys went swimming in the river about daily, and

the dock of the Chapin warehouse was our favorite diving stand.
We had to pasg the forlorn Exchange in going back and forth;
the railrocad part of the name had now been dropped. There was
a barn at the rear end , and all along Water street in that
vicinity was a wilderness of the odorous gimson, among which

a flock of sheep was busy in midday fighting flies. Finally
Martin N. Gibbs, in 18825, got hold of the property. He was

a carpenter by trade, and had erected some of the best build-
ings in this sectien whether 1n town or country. He changed
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the name of the place to the "Gibbs House", and doubtless did more
or less to make the building presentable. Still it lacked much of
being a success in a business way. It was for a while turned into
a school house where BElisha Surptiso- ard Rev. A. Van Wormer and
perhaps others taught a general sclo.l incluaing the higher bran-
ches. On June 2%, 1863, Mr. Gibbs sold to the late Dwight Deming,
who fitted up the ouse for a residence;but upon tie burning of
the St. Joseph Hotel, he was prevailed upon to change the build-
ing back to a hostelry, which ne did, calling it the Dwignt House.
Mr. Deming presided at this establishment till October 1, 1867,
when Captain A. A. Allen, previcusly of the 3ramble House, Lafay-
ette, Indiana, bscame the host. "This ltouse", as Mr. Allen's adver-
tisement reads, "is first-class in all respects. The building and
furniture are all new, and tlie rooms neat, airy and dry. Omnibuses
at all the trains, for the hotel or any other part of tiie city.
Stages leave this house daily for Niles, Berrien and St. Joseph,
Michigan. Express coacies depart for Misiawaka, Notre Dame and

St. Mary's seversl times each day. Good gtahling."

Captain Allen was succeeded, in 1875, by Jerry H. Knight and
Captain Wm. C. Midls. Tle successive proprietors sinee have been
John Freeman, Thomas Ragan, Wm. F. Masor and George H. Horn, Warren
B. Titus, Colonel Wilson, Mason and Horn again, Howard Wagner and
t'.e present proprietor, Bird Bickford, who took possession Feb.

10, 1892, thus occupying the place for a consgiderably longer period
than any of his predecessors. The name wag changed from Dwignt House
to Sheridan House by Mr. Ragan, doubtless from the circumstance that
the association of 