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Concert românesc (Romanian Concerto) 
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Miraculous Mandarin Suite, Sz.73a 
	 (1927)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Béla Bartók
		  (1881-1945)

The music adopted for concert presentation contains approximately the first 
half of the music of the pantomime, virtually without abridgement, and it 
comprises the following sections attacca. – Béla Bartók

i.	 Introduction (street noises); the command of the hoodlums directed 
at the girl.

ii.	 The girl’s first inviting gestures (clarinet solo), in response to which 
the old gentleman appears, who gets thrown out in the end by 
the hoodlums.

iii.	 The girl’s second inviting gestures, upon which appears the young 
lad who is also thrown out.

iv.	 The girl’s third inviting gestures; the mandarin appears (tutti ff ).

v.	 The girl’s seductive dance before the mandarin (at first slow, then 
increasingly faster waltz).

vi.	 The mandarin catches up with the girl after an ever wilder chase.



Artist Biographies

From his debut in 1998, stepping in at short notice to conduct Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9 in place of an ailing Seiji Ozawa, Federico Cortese’s 
work as assistant conductor of the Boston Symphony Orchestra (1998-
2003) has been widely praised. He has led the Boston Symphony several 
times in Symphony Hall and at Tanglewood Music Center. He has served 
as music director of the Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra since 1999 

and is currently music director of the New England String Ensemble and associate conductor 
of the Asian Youth Symphony Orchestra. Other appointments have included music 
coordinator and associate conductor of the Spoleto Festival in Italy, assistant conductor to 
Daniele Gatti at the Orchestra dell’Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome, and 
assistant conductor to Robert Spano at the Brooklyn Philharmonic. Cortese has led operatic 
and symphonic performances throughout the United States, Australia, and Europe. Recent 
engagements in the United States include with the Dallas, Atlanta, San Antonio, New 
World, and Louisville symphonies, as well as many operatic productions, including with 
the Boston Lyric Opera, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, and Washington Opera. In Europe, 
his opera experience includes conducting productions for the Verdi Centennial Festival, 
Spoleto Festival, Teatro Comunale in Florence, and Finnish National Opera in Helsinki. 
Recent guest appearances include with Britain’s Opera North, the BBC Scottish Symphony, 
Slovenian Philharmonic, Oslo Philharmonic, Zagreb Philharmonic, and Goettingen 
Symphony, among others. In Australia, he has helmed performances with the Sydney, 
Tasmania, Queensland, and West Australia symphony orchestras, Australian Youth 
Orchestra, and Opera Australia in Melbourne. Cortese studied composition and conducting 
at the Conservatorio di Santa Cecilia in Rome and subsequently studied at the Hochschule 
fur Musik in Vienna. He has been a conducting fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center. 
In addition to music, he has studied literature, humanities, and law, earning a law degree 
from La Sapienza University in Rome.

Sofia Kim, a native of Los Angeles, Calif., is currently pursuing her 
master’s degree with Simin Ganatra. Before attending the Jacobs School 
of Music, Kim attended Northwestern University on full scholarship and 
graduated with high honors. She has received top awards from numerous 
competitions and foundations, including the Dorothy Starling 
Foundation, National Society of Arts and Letters Competition, 

Indianapolis Matinee Musicale Competition, and Leni Fe Bland Foundation, as well as 
the Los Angeles Rotary Club Music Award. She has attended Encore School for Strings, 
Aspen Music Festival, Chautauqua Music Festival, and Banff Music Centre’s Master Class 
Program. Kim has participated in many master classes, including with Vadim Gluzman, 
Robert Lipsett, Joel Smirnoff, Ilya Kaler, Joshua Bell, and Ani Kavafian, among others. 
Previous teachers include Almita and Roland Vamos. Her Stefan-Peter Greiner violin is 
on loan from a private donor and her Giovanni Lucchi Cremona bow is on generous loan 
from the Maestro Foundation in Santa Monica, Calif.
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