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CHAPTER.I. - -
THE CAVALCADE.

It was (m\ 8 bnght beautlful mornmg, noar
the ¢lose of eumumer, in the year of our Lerd
1780, that a small ea.va.lca;dc was seen ascend-
ing ¢ne uf' the romantie hills that tower aloft
and overlook thu glaasy IIudgon, sume forty

! miles above the oity of New York. This ca-

valcade wag composed of elght £rown persons
and an infant, and was moving slowly forward
in double file. At the head of the procession
rode & rather fine lookmg Amerlcan oﬂicer,

§  dresced thﬂ”great care and preclmon, and
‘B bedecked with all the trappmga belongmg to

the lngh rsmk of & major-general. ‘He was
about forty years of age, rather embonpoint i m

: ﬁﬂure, had a ruddy complean and, ay was

customary ag that peuod wore hishair brushed
back {rom hlS forehead and temples, clubbed,

“and ue'ztly tied \ch a derk ribbon bohmd

Kyory thmg about ‘this man bes oke a. n-ttural
tesire tor pomp and ostenta.tluus dlspluy ; and
#.18 vanity was clearly expvessed in his coun
fenance, whmh 1s, afier all ‘shout g8 good an

} indéx of the heart ag we'can find. His front|.
- face was oval, almost round, with prumment

eheok- bones, a h.mdsome noge,. ancllned to

~ the Romnn; dark expresswe eyes, full of i in-
‘ teL:gence and ﬁre a massive, but. retreatmfr

furohead, whose prowinences alnng the line of

- the brows denoted keen and a.otwe perceptwe.
' fmultles, ‘and a mauth and chin both well

Formed, bug around v.luch lurked an _PEpTER-

rien hoth voluptious and smlster That he |

Veas- ‘a man of the strongest and most vmlent
passmns, the dlscermng phymognomlst needed

| but n single glu.nce to discover ; and he conld

aee, at the same tlme, that he wus & Mman of
more da.nng than prme:pie, although the outs
ward man too often showed the smooth-faced
h_ypocnte That he was vain, proud, arrogant,
voluptuous, graﬂpmg, tyrannical, revengeful
cunmng, secretive, seductive, predigal, con-
Fageous even to raghness—in short, that he
was perfect dare-devil, and a most selfish
voluptmry, would have heen discovered al
most :mmed:ate]y by the close observer ; wh:le
one relax in serutiny, wha Judged men_hy
their, speech and. sctions, rather Eha.n looks.
mlght kave kqown him for years as'a very
clever, winning, agreeable gentlema.n with na
worse fauly than being, perhaps, at times lite
tle too extravagant, headstrong, rash, and,{we
w:ll even add, benevolent, for his own gocfsi

" This officer rode & coal-black steed, most
gorgeousl)y caparisoned, consu:lermg tha.t he
belonged to the Amencnn gervice, and thn*
our country was thqn strugglmg with povertx
-1ga.mat the richast and most powerfu[ nation
on the giobe ‘Not that we wonld contend
agamst hiz mgkt to equip himeslf and steed in
a8 costly a mfmner as his rank would u.IloW
but when we take into cnnmdemtmn that’ per
haps one-half of the very soldiers. he had dom-
manded were now in a state Tittle beﬁter than
abaolute starvatmn—tha.t Congress was m &
grea.t perplaxlty concermng the means of ra!s-
ing funds to continue the uu,r, 80 glﬂrwusly
begun, to a suqcessful Jssue——-we c'maat leu.sl
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vision of the lady, she exclaimed with enthu
siasm, while a warm color came into her face,
ool of his country solely at heart. The hous- [ and her bright eyes fairly danced with delight,
ing of the General's steed was embroidered!” *Beautifull 0, gloriously beautifall ia it
with gold; his saddle, bridle, and martingale | not, dear Benedict ?7

were mounted with gold; as,were also his| “ A very fine seene,” answered the General,
holster pistols, and the Kxan,dle of hiz sword;|in a busidesslike tone, that rather damped
the latter having the additional foolish ex-|the girlish ardoer of his young pariner— for

condemn this ostentation as Leing in decidedly
bad taste for one who pretended to have the

travagance of being stadded with diamonds. |coldness and indifference check enthusia.ot,

By the side of the General, on a palirey
gorgeously caparisoned, rode a young and
beautiful female, © To judge by her animated }
gountenance and sparkling eyes, seen in such
pleasing conbrast with those of her companion,
as she turned her hoad from side to side, with
t.he eagerness and buoyaney of youth, to ad-
miré the ma_]estm _scenery on every hand—
shaking, by the motion, the long-flowing curls
that fairly wantoned in the breeze under her
dark riding-cap, and played at hide-and-seek
imth the ostrich plume that swept gracefully
over it and down one side of her fair face—to
judge by her looks, we say, as thus seer, one
would hardly thick that more than mxheen
summers had rolled over, her head. But she
was older by sever: al yea.rs, and had scen more
of life than ohe would have thought poasﬂ)]e
from her girlish nppeamnce, belng uheaﬂy ‘8
wife and a mothier,

Next béhind the bwo personages thus de-
scribed, rode the two mds-de—cmmp of ihe
Generasl, also ﬁnely equlpped and Weﬂ.l‘lﬂg
the uniforms assigned to the rank of majoer;
and next behind these officers rode two black
females, one of Whﬁm carried an infant in her
arms ; while the re'\rcn'u'ud was cnmposed of
two black male servants in hvery

Having brought the whole party to your
notlue, reader, it may be as well t say here
of whom it was composed. "The one ﬁlst de-
geribed was Major- (ieneral Benediot Arnold
the lady by his side was his wife ; ‘the saids-de-
camp were Majors Vurick and Franks; the
blacks were the household serva.nté of the,
Genu al, and the infant wad his own chlld by
his preseut vifo. '

At the moment mtruduced the' head of the

eavaleade was just gammg the suiniit of a

high hill, which commmded ane-of the finest

la.ndsmpes to be found m any pm-t of the

as water quenches fire.

Mrs. Arnold gave her husband a reproache

‘fil Took, ‘pouted her pretty lips, and then rein-
ing up her palfrey, turned her gaze again

upon the scene, and became wholly nhsorbed
in eontemplating the view befure her.

Had we the graphic pen of n Seott, or a
Couper, we should attémpt to sketch the scone
in question, with some idea of giving the
reader an cutline of its beauties, though with
the certmnty of coming so far shoit of the
reality, a8 to make it but a crudé drawing;
but with our own humible powers of deserip-
tion, it seems little short of rashness to venture
upon so grand &n undertaking; and yet we
déan nob iu justice let it pads whnotised.
Imqgme, then, reader, that you'are stand.
ing upon an eminenée, which, if not as 'high
ag some of the nelghbourmg hills, is at least
sufficiently elevated to comimand a view of all
thie others, and of ol tliat lies immediately be-
low you, You sta.nd with. your face toward
the east; and behold' "thé bright sun of an un-
ulouded sky, some half an hour above the hori
zon, pouuncr a flood of mellow hght upon each
ohjeet, and gmng the animation of life to each

view of all monotoriy, and gwes to it such a
quist, soothing, mystermua charm, that it

wearied.,
fore you, is from two to three milés in breadth,

‘from one shore to the other,

world; 'snd &s it ecame guddenly v on the’

plies a boat, to convey passengers across ; and

inanjmate thmg you behold. Yo cost your @
eyn downwmd and pereeive a broad 'sheet of M
water, environed with wild, romantm hxlls\_,
that ara 111 turn covered wxr.h trees, whose p
luzuriant folnge, of various hues, relieves the ?3-_

seoms you might gaze furever and not’ grow g
" This Sheet of water, which lies be- ¢

and some six in length and' yet, from your §
high stand, a.nd the deceptne formation of the
hills, you are nlmost led to beheve ihat, with :.
a little extra exertion, you could east & stone §
"On, the sida §
next to you, the sunlight rests bmghu 5nd §
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glorious, and the tiny wavelets, formed by the
soft breath of morning, sparkle as they rall,
like so many jewels; while the opposite side
still liey in somhbor shadow, with the lofty
hills, which rise above it, as deeply, and with
all the minuteness of nature herself, mirrored
in itk dark, glassy bosom. o

This sheet,of water forms that heautiful pot-
ticn of the Hudson river, known as ITaverstraw
Bay;, and, a5 you gaze upon it, it seems Ilke
& pond, or lako, owing to the peouliar forma-
tion of the encircling chains of hills, which eut
off all further view of the strepm both to the
north and, south, ‘where it narrows to its or-
dingry width, and where, as it sppears to you
frum your, position, the approaching hills unite
and form one chain, mstea.d of, being two, dl-
vided by water.

At the northern extremlty of this bay, you
behold two fortifications, one on either side of
the river. ' The one farthest from .you s

‘ealled Verplank's Poiat, a_,nd‘i;hc one nearest
to you, Stony Point. Between these. twa
fortresses, which are garrisoned by Americans,

this is called King’s Ferry. Just below you,
looking toward Stony Point, and fairly imbed-
ded in. the Dunderberg hllls, is a smyllvillage,
of the same name.as the Jbay; and just beyond
thiy is Haverstraw Creek, which, finding its
head-watets. in the mopptains behmd you,
flows down, through a fertile v&lley, and loses
itself in the Hudson. Still farbher,, on, some
two or' three mlles digtant, you behold a soli-
tary mansion, thh ouh-bmldlngs, and gm\mds
laid qut in the good .eld English style, and
Whlch, are now in a high state of cqlhlvgtlon
From where you stand, a traveled rozd passes
dirgetly through Haverstraw village, and con-
tinues along up the bank of the river, over an
undmiatxng and mountmnous country, runnm z.
within .o fow rods of this.mansion, and con-
ducting you dircet o the feyry.. Most of the,
country.is heavily weoded, but here and there
an gpen. spok beapeakq qultivation,

: The scene_is grand :and bea,utu,fnl s.nd ,ag
You gage.upon it, lost in rapture, the mornjng,
carols of the fenthared spngsters, the Jowing
of qattlo, the chattering «f squirrels, the chirp-
mg-and humming of insects ;and bops, make

not exchange for the artificial music of the
greatest masters.

For several. minutes Mrs. Arnold seemed
entranced with the view before her; bul the,
General, who had halted by her sxde, grow
more and more impatient every moment, and
at length said:

“Come, my dea.r when, 3011 can spare time, ,
we will set forward, for Smith espects us to.
breakfast; it is alveady getting late, and we ‘
have at least two good miles and a half to ride.
Yonder you see his mansion, g little off of this
road,” .

Mrs, Arnold turned upon the Geneml u.
ﬂashmw sye, gave her head a haughty toss, |
apd t;giatemng her grasp upon the bridle-rein,
bestowed a seyere ent with her riding- whlp
upon the Eanks of her palfrey, and, without
deigning a reply, rode away down the hill, at
o pace that not only endangered her safety,
but troubled the General not a little to kecp
by her side. .

Ag the emall eswa.lca.de entercd the little
village of Haveratraw, the citizens all came to
the windows aund doors to leok at it; and
many waved their handkeréhiefs; and made
other demonstmtlons of joyful respect; while
a few soldiers, that chanced to be present, .
headed by s sergeant, drew up in military
style, and presented arms—during which the
plirill notes of a fife, and the roll of a, kehtle—-
drum, were hem‘d in honor uf the oceasion, ..
To all these tokeps of respect, - Generdi
Arnold sca.reely deigned a nod, but rode along
wﬂ:h as much uncivjl J Jmuteur as if he were o
grand bashaw, receiving the homage of his
slrwes But his arrogant bearmg did not.
add any thing to his greatness in the eyes,
of the s;mp}e—mmded clt!zens of IIn,verstmw,
many of whom furned away. in disguat, and
made a very, unfavnmbte ‘comparison between
him snd other Amerman penerals wha ha.d ak
different times passed tb“ough the villnge,

Aridlone old woman even went go far asto leg

- her. indignation be. known to the Gener.),l hims

sell; for be had hardly pasged her door, wheq
she called o a Foung man who stood near, xl,‘l
a lpud .shrjll voice:

“ 'l‘ommy, who is that erp man fflmt’s got

se much ﬁlla.gree-woxk about Chim and hig.
hoss P! -

# lul'ing melody in your ear, which you would,

* . ]




“hie nether lip ill the blood sprang through,

" any one.should dare gpeak so lrreverently of
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#Tlush! mother,” réplied the one addressed,
in a low volce, that's General Arnold, who's
lntely hecn &ppblnted to the sommand as West
Point.”

(), thai's General Arnold, bey?’ almost
sereamed the old woman, determined he should
hear her;  that’s the man a8 was court-mar-
tialed awhile ngo!  Tve heard he wasa brave
man, 'hut I know he haint got much man-
nors.

Arnold heatrd every word of thig, and he bit

and a dark frown, like a thunder-cloud, ga-
thered upon his brow. Buthe took no other
notice of it, and did not tarn his héad toward
the epeaker, as did none of the others, save
the blacks, who looked at the old woman, and
showed the whites of their eyes, amazed that

their master.

A sharp ride of about twenty minutes
brought the cavaleade to a- gateway opemno-
into nn avenue leading uyp to the n\mnqwn be-
fore spoken of, which stood on an eminénes,
and commanded a view of the wholé bay. As
the party turned into the Inclosure, and rodo
up toward the mansion, they were met on the
way by the host—a tall well-forried, good-
natured looking gentleman, of thlrtyTﬁve or
forty yenrs—who bawod very obsequioqsly to
the General and his lady, and said something
about being too highly flattered in heing ho-
nored with sich distinguished visitors,*

“We will let that pass,” smiled Arhold,
condescendingly, all traces 'Bf anger and
hanghtiness having vanished from his coun-
tenance. *We will let that pass, Mr. Smith,
and beg you will present s to ‘your goodlady,
with whom Mrs, Arnold is anxious to hecome
aequainted ; and in doing so, we will con-
sider honors dnnded and t.he obligatibn on
our side.”

““What fiatterers jrou ‘great “generals are,
when the whim seizes you,” returned the

oterjoyed host.”” # No wonder yon are ahmys
puccessful among the fair, ag wéll as in the
field ;7 and he nodded Familiarly t6 the Gene-
- ral’s wife, who bestowed upon him ‘s passihg
gmile; but the moment his gaze dwas with-
drawn, allotwed her pretty pouting lips to culrl
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“1 suppose we have inconvenieniced yon
some,” pursued the General, in & tone &0
changed from his usual Gvéibeari ing manoer,

even when dddressing his equals, that his nida
and servants looked at him in surprise, and
even his wife turned her pretty face toward
him, as if to be certain she had heard aright.
1 suppose we have mwnvemenced you some,

but the fact iz, we did not leave Tappan sC
ear Iy by an hour ds I inténded; and- then
Mss. Arnold here, who h'LS never ‘before
secn any of our highland scerery, must of
course stop to admtre lt and thus are we he—
lated.” o
“Why, bless my soul, General Arnold you
must have your breakfast very early, if you
call this lnte—fur see | t,he sun'is hardly &
hour high.”

- % Yes, we ‘soldiers begm ovr duties early

I'assure you I have & good appettte

“ Allow me, General, to assist you

 No, Me. Smith, my aids will'do all‘that is
necessary. 1f you will take chflfrge' of Mrs. .
Arnold”

“ Why, blosa'me, yes,” interrupted 'the de-
lighted hopt; buit before he could reach ‘the
gide of the fair la.dy, she had dismounted ;' and
throvwing him’ her bridle-rein, she darted up
the steps, and stood on the portico alone, where
she amnsed heréelf by whipping the leaves
of the vines that elambered up a trellis, tifl
the whole party was ready to enter.

u Still lanie, I seo, Géneral,” said Smith, aa
he walked up the steps behind Arnold, ha.vmg
given the horses in chnrge of his own and the
General’s gervants. ‘

e, it was an ugly “wound I got at Bah-
mus’ Heights, and it i slow to heal. - Weré it
not for this, I could not sontent myself witha

|1ifa o inactive ‘nsholding the command of h

such pIa.ce as West Point.” ' - 1~
« No, General, we-all kiow your pem:?tmt

dmgs you down to indetivity, speaks volutdes
the 'whole tountry tings with' applause.”

' 4 Yeog, it is &' rather ungiiteful country, after
all, M. Smith;” Amold réturned, with = seer

into an expression very like gontempt.

irig ourl of the lip: -

friend Smith, by keeping breakfist waiting r "

But here e are, at the very stepa ot last, and )

for daring fonts; and the very wound that'

in your praise. " 0,'it wag bravely done, and:

% By which-I ilean,” he- §
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added, quickly, perceiving that Smith looked
up in surprise, “that meny of the leading
men of the. country, ‘even in Congress,- are
actuated by the most selfish motives: and to
promote the interest-of a friend, or revenge
themselves for some trivial affront, descend to
the meanness of seeking. to undarmina the
reputation of one who has won every laarel
he wears at the muuth of the cannon, amid
the rosr and carnage of battle.”
“You allude to yourself, General P’
#] do, and to the cowardly attempt to de-
grade me by conrt-martial. .0! would I had
the adoundrels at my feet, that I might spurn
them from mie with a kick! But, by heavensl
the day shall come”—

The Genoral paused here, for he was ahout

to make an impoliticepeech ; but Smith ﬁnlshed

the sentence, by adding:
“When your enemies shall ba made to

regret their unwise doings.” -

“Exaoctly, Mr. Smith,” rejoiuned Arno]d
m an aliered tone, again smiling blandly ;

*you have anticipated iy words, But come,
I am sure we are délaying breakfast, and
these thinge are certamly beat disoussed in a
full stomach.” - - ‘

Smith instantly hurrled forward threw
spen the door, and offering his arm to Mys,
.Aroold, led the way to the drawing-room,
where Mrs. Smith was formally presented to
the General, his lady, and aids. Brenkfast
being a]most. immediately announced, the
guests sat-down, without making their toilet,
other than performmg the ablutions necessaty
after & morning’s ride. During the meal, the
conversation, a¢ was natural at that exciting
‘period, turned upon the war; and many were
the speoulations to whlch th:s auh_]ect gave
Tige.

*“ Do you think it poss1hle forus to conquer
in tho end, General ?” queried Sniith;

* Well, it is a hard question to answer,”
replied Arnold, "% The country is in a very
Impoverished atate, money it.js almost im-
possible to raise, relisfnotds are worse thaxn
nothing, and the soldiery is in o state of
starvation, - Of course, I hope the best; and
heaven is witness 'how. muech I love my
vountry, and - how niy. hearts bleads for hep—
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arrival of our French ‘alhes, under Chevalior
de Ternay, and Count do Roohdémbean, T; for
one, should almost ke ready to despair; and
even. ag it is, they:are of nd assistance to us
at present, belng wholly ma.ctwe at Rhoda
Island.” s

. “But the bloekade chnuot la.st forever,”
returned Smith, . “and once. g Junchon ia
effectéd between Washington’s army aind.his

-| allies, the: British will have some trouble to

maintgin even the foothold they now have,
to eay nothing about their getting possessmn
of more territory,” - .. ! co

* T'hat is trae,” rejoined Arnold : “hbut then
I fear thére will be greater delay in effebting
this 8o much desired union, than you antioi-
pate. But we will hope for the best,' and
trust that the overruling Power will sustain

*|us in our battles for the right, and brmg uy

tnuuiphantly through our trials,”

* T hedrtily wish the war over, 7 said Mrs.
Arnold, joining in’ the conversation; *and
hope, ers another year rolls-around, it will ba
decided, one way or the other,” ' .. .. :
“But. you. certainly hive a preference as
to which side conquers P spoke up Mr. Smlth,

- | earnestly. .

“Well, really now,” answered Mre.: Amofd
with one of her sweatest smiles, ‘Qisplaying two
rows of: pearly teeth, ““ I can' not.say I have
much cheice. On some acéoints T should like
the Americans to gain the vietory s 'and then
again there are reasons why I should like the
British arms to be triumphant. My father, and
most of my relativés, think it'would be no niore.
than right for the mother corintry to regain har
own; and besides, some of my warmest friends
are among the English officers; with whom I
became acqueinted while the British- army

" [ held possession of Phitadelphis, which ia, s

you are probably' sware; my native plave, dnd
the present residence of my father.” - ..
“Fruly; Ihardly.expécted to heak tha wifs
of 8o distingnished an Ametican frénoral eke
press such Tory sen‘bxmants » ré.)omed Ml‘l
Bmith, with a gay-langh. - B s
“Well, Mrs, Smith,"” said. ﬁhe Genern.h with
a meaning smile, # yoh ‘must-mpke sllowanos
for 1y, bettor:half, onithe scoredf her. -austaps
tibility to-flattery: No.one'knowk bettas how

but I have my foars, Were it not for’ the

:

to use this latter: weapon, alnong thp {Hir sed;
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than: a red:coat; and for the terni friends,
which. Mza, Asold has used in.connection
with ; British officers,. piease: substitute . ad-
miners, and you have an easy so,lutmn of .the
enggm't.” : 0o

“ Aha! Tunderstand it all nle,” re_,omed the
hostess, with- an arch look and ringing.laugh.
#Bless mel” she continued, * there must be
semething [in it—for. see how- she blushed |
*Roni-my. word, Generil, if:I-ware in your
place, I should grow jealous at once ; for who
knows but she may even now be correspond—
ing with a former guitor1” . e
© o-"Gond faith, you .have guessed my sécret,
and 1 may #8 wdll own up and be-done: with
it,” geplicd Mrs, Arnald, gayly. :

M Then' you really do- correspoud?”‘querled
Mrs, Smithy mlsehlevously S
¢ * Most assnredly.” ;

“ Frankly answered, upon my word 'Why,
Heneral, if I were in. your pladé, I -should
feel. very uncomfortable, I assure you.  Does
nat. the green-eyed: monster have any hold
upon you?”

.4 None . whateven, tha.nks to my unnvaled
q&truﬂtmna, -repliad Arnold, laughing. .

HE

“Ho fatters himself,” reJomed his wifa—

“but we shall see.” .
« In this manner the meal pa,saed oﬂ’ very

cheerﬁllyly :-and acon after it was ﬁmshed the.

Genenal declared he must be on his way, ag
he desived to reach hend-qnarters before night ;
arid aa he designed going up-the ‘river in @
barge, the, progress homeward would neces-
sarily be-slow. Accordingly.the horses were
erdextd-ont, and the party was'soon mounted.
As Smith had volanteered to ascorapany them
4 King'a Ferry, the Genéral.and his lady took
leavo, of Mrs. Smith, ficst exacting a. promise
thatehe wonld visit them a4 often as convenient
in thein new home. - They then set off, in the
same order they had ridded hisher; Smith,
ae o mark of honer, being ‘assigned his place
ad the right hand of the General~-a distinotion
that, made him feel mot a- littlé vain, for he
was & man on whom, figttary of t.lns kind had
a very inflating éffect: + " . .7

. »Amtliey approached. Stony Point, the officer
n; ecemmond fired o militaisr salute ; and the
echbing and re-echoing df the-canmon amiong
thehillk produced a grand.effect. The Gene-

‘ind I mnst go.
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ral’s bargs was in waiiing, manned by foare
oarsmen, It was abeautiful vessel, and richly
carpeted: from stérn to'bow; with siuffed scate
for the: General and. his family, and a silk
canopy to protect thim:from the searching
rays of the suinmei sun,:-above which the
stars and stripes iaxily floatzd on the breezs
that swept up the boy. or came down. from
the hills loadedl with ths perfume of a thoun.
sand flowers. Here the Geueral and his suite
dismounted, s:ad the horses were given i

¢harge of the. male .servahts, with orders to

cross (he ferry and comdmet them to head
quazters on ihe oppoiite or eastern s'de of
thoriven. Then, seeing his lady, aide, rnd
gervants into the barge, the: Generul dre%v
Smaith as:de, and, in & low tone, said :

" w¥ suppose, from your position here, you

neve frequent opportunities.of getting infor-.

mstion from the British of- conmderabla ime-
portance 1" e

! % Tt Gometimes happens that I am so fortu— . 5

nate;”? replied the other.

. #Well, if you. will ‘'be kind ennugh ta
convey me whaterer intelligence you have,
aud to none othes, you will put me under an
obligation whizh I shall take ‘the earhesl
miihns of dischargivg.” ‘

. T will do o, General ; and rfI can render

you the leaat service-in this way, the satisfac-
tion which a knowledge of this will give me,
will be ample remuneration.”

# ‘Thank you, friend Smith, thank you I'r
returnad Arnold, with & great show of core
diality. ¢ Well; come up and see me as scor
and as often as' you can~—Joshaa Smith will
always be a wolcome guest 'at the lead-
quarters of General Arnold. | The boat waits,
Adieu! and remember what
I have said.” Then shaking Smith’s hand
with a greater show of warmth than the'ecca-

gion seemed to' demand; so much so- that |

Smith himself was. rather surprised, General
Arnold turped: away to the barge ;but appas
rently recalling something - of conscrjnence,
that had slipped -his mind, he again retarned
to the other, and added: “By' the by, Mr,
Smith, suppose T should desire your assistanoce,
ere long, in an- affair-of some considerable
importaree, réqmrmg greuls secxrecy and di
cretion 7' :
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. #General Arnold may command me at any
wind . all tlmes, and k shall be proud. to. serve
‘Im »? .

-+ “Encugh! a.dneu 1" and the .General en-
tored his barge, which was immediately pushed
out into the stream, where, with the assistance

‘ ldfu small-sail rigged up-in the bow, it began

to glide, with a pleasing ripple, over the glalsy
bosom of the romantic Hudson,

. When.about midway, between Verplank's
and Stony Point, there was a hright flash on
either side of the river, and the roar of can-
non again reverberated afar, and awoke the
sleeping echoes of the hills; and at the sane
moment a band of musie straek up a spirited
march, which, considering it was' done in
honor of . her hushand, came across.the water
to the ears-of the young wife with a peealiar
melody. Thus, amid the roar of cannon, the
ins"piring; strains of martial music, with colars
fiying, and all the acoessories of military great-
ness, General Arnold passed on. his-way to
the command of that important post—the key
tothe liberties of this glorious country—which

in heart; if not.in deed, he had already bar-
tered for British gold, British rank, and a.life

af d.;,mnmg mfamy.

CHAPTER .-
GENERAL I‘EATURES or 1780,

A'x' the precise period our story opens, Sir
Henry Clinton. held possession of New York
9ity, which was.then the head-quarters of the
British armyin this country. The Ameriean
army—of which Genoral, Washington was
Commanderiin-chief-~was encamped on the
west bank of: the Hudson, at a place called
Tappon; about.twenty miles ahove New York;
the left win’g resting on the river, near Dobb’s
Ferry, under Lorit Siirling; the right wing,
extending back'ifito the country, under Gene-

ral Greene: and thewvan, composed of five.or

siz batralions of light infaniry, thrown: some-
what forward, and under the commangd of the

 Marguis do’Lafayetta.’ ;. .

Between the outposts of the two armes, on
the enst side'of .the Hudson, was-a consider=
able range of country, known ag the Nonteal

war, wag rather thickly seitled with farmers
of the better elass,. who found New. York s
very convenignt market for their grain, fruit,
and vegetables; bnt, after the war began, and
the British got posspssion of the sity, tho dee
predations committed upon them by two oz-
ganized classes of banditti, denominated the
“Cow Boys,” and “Slinners,” forced most of
them to forsake their .homes,.and become
wanderers, until the establishment of peace.-
These thieving, plundering, house-breaking,
houss-burning,. and murdering bands, were
dinmetrically epposed to each other, gnd met
in many g bloody skinmish; but they not up-
frequently leagued together, robbed alike hath
Whigs and ‘Torigs, and. then divided .the
spoils. The Cow Boys helonged to the Bri-
tish, and received their appellasion from their
business, whioh was. to scour the country, and
whenever - they conld find .a Whig - fupmer,
known ta be muchy, to.seize -upon his eattle,
and drive them within the British lines, where
they weze killed and fod out to the army, the
drivers receiving mple romuneration for their
services. As m;ght ba expeeted, : the estw-
blishment of such n.system of plunder; by those

-high in anthority, led to the most deplorable

results ;. for men, sanctioned to steal, soon give
thair worst passiong full sway, and hesitate net
to commit the most diabolical erimes to gratify
a single whim. -And whon, therefore, instead
of conflning themselves to the mere taking of

-cattie by the “right of -might,” we find them
Jreaking open’ houses,. plundering them of

every thing of value, and. then often wantoply
and malicicusly Betting them oxn fire, and mur-
dering the inmates, ip . oold blood; we mugt

.only regard their original license as a Jittle

extended, and’ hold.those high in power me-
rally responsible for-all their damning acta..
. -Ostensibly to put dewn or.counteract these
depradators, the second band of eut-throats
wis enganized, who went by the appellgtion

of *“ Skinners”-—though why so-called, we are
.unable wo <ay, unless from the fact that thuy

literally skinned- the: countyy.of. every thing
left by the first party... The Cow Boys warred

-upon the Whiga, the Skiuners upon the Tories;

and between the two, as we have.said, thoy
devastated the whole couniry, and either killed

Ground:: - Fhis, on -the hren.kmg out-of the | the ownors of: the .goil, or foroed the;n*p far
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sake their once Happy homes, and underio
the ‘niogt terrible privations.
inhalitants, who were led to think a Hight
would bring ne change for the better—and
who, perhaps, had hopes of being unmiolested,
Rotwithstanding -the featful evidences to the
contrary, which they almost daily had in the
fate of some- ‘harmless and inoffensive neigh-
bor—remnined upon the Neutral Ground

throutrhout. the war; but they lived a life of |

constant terror, coneealin_ g themselves at night

under fences, in hay-ricks;-in.barns, in tree-

tops, in hollow trees, and in every out-of:the-
way plaee of imaginable security, ready to
oﬂ'er up a prayer of thanksgwmg in the morn-

z,-if" 80 fortunate as to find themselves un-
harmed,‘aud their dwellings untouched. by the
hands- of the ruthless destroyers, -

- At this peried, the constitution of the state
-of New York required that every person, liv-
‘ing within ite jurisdiction, should take the
onth of alleginnes ; dtherwise they would be
considered Loyalists, or Toriés, and their
property, if they had any, would be confis-
cated. To prevent the latter grievance, many
perjurdd-themselves, nnd outwardly appeared
a3 Whigs, while they sectetly favored the war
of King George, and glovied in every success
of the British arms; but these pseudo-re-
“publicans were generally known; or were, at
‘lenst, se strnngly suspected, that the Skinners
boldly ventared:to atteck and’ despoil them,
~ in which worthy undertaking they were éome-

“inies ‘assisted by the Cow Boys, who pre-
tended to ‘regard ‘them ' ag staunch rebels or
“Whigs, and as such their legal vietims; so
that between the two parties, their duplicity
proved of little or no avail in securing them
the protoction they desived; and thus many
of them were forced by circumstances to come
out id ‘their true colors, and seek a sa.fe asy-
lufin -within the British lines.

‘As it was very important there should be
no communication between the two armies, it.
was made & lawful "proceeding for scouting
parties to arrest all strangers found traveling
‘acfoss the noutral territory, and tike them be-.
fora their respective commanders, where, un-
" less they could give a satisfadtory account of
‘themselves, thity were -heldin ustody as spies,
f susptoted persons, aind every thing of value

A few of the

in their possession handed over o their cap
tors, as a reward for the vigilance and fidelity
of the latter. Thus, the exigencies of the
times established & regular system of espion-
age and lawful highway robbery—for we eam
‘searcely give it a milder or less criminal term,
although fully aware its heinousness waa
greatly aitigated- by the peculiar cireym-
stances controlling those who sanctioned if
Such ag we have deseribed was the deplor
abla state of affairs in that section of country
known as Westchester county, lying north of
‘New York, and ‘extending up the IHudson a

form ne small portion of the theater of events
we are abont to lay befors the render ; but ag
we shall be obliged, in the course of our nar-
rative, to go over the ground more thorsughly,
and bring up some of thiése horrible scenes in
thrilling detail, we shall return from this jus.
tifinble digressic n, to touch upon matters of
greater present impertance. .

The two hostile armies, at the precise pe
riod we have chosen to open our story, wera
both in a measure inactive; but were watch-
ing-each other with the :guarded keenness of
two well-matched combatants, who feel.and
know that a single wrotg movement will give
the other a victory fatal to all hopes of re-
sovery, and deem it safgr: to stand for & time
on the defensive, than to risk a defeat by be-
coming the assailant. 'Both hiad spies secretly

~and assiduously at work, to gain intdlligénce

of the réal designs of the .other; yet each
commander of the respective armies, knowing
this, was so very cautious, so. unusually re-
served in his communications, even to those
who frequently had his confidence, that the

little information obtained through espionage,

generaily amounted to nothing more import
ant than mere conjecture.

. The position of General Washmgton and
Slr Henry Clinton, at this juncture, may not
inappropriately be likened to wo -great chess-
players, each zealously watching the other,
and each equally prepared to win the game in
the event of his opponent ma.kixi’g a gingle

Wrong move.

: In the month of July, a lbort time. pre-
cedmg thé opening:of our story, intelligenne

was: redeived by both urmies at the same time,

distance of some thirty miles, and which will
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. that Chevalier de Ternay had arrived at New-

port with o French flest and an army, under
the command of Count de Rochambenu; as
allies of the Americans. Thie news in the
American army, and throughout the eountry
generally, produced the. greatest joy, and
raised the drooping spirits of the halfstarved,
badly-clothed, and unpaid soldiers, as well as
those of the citizens. and Congress, to the
highest degree, and of course preduced ex-
netly the opposite effect on the British and

Tories. General Clinton at once foresaw

'that, in the event of a junetion being formed

‘hetween Washington’s army and, his allfes,
in all probability the combingd forces would
besiege New York, and the British amy be
forced to surrender or -evacuate the town;
and to prevent this junction, he determined
himself to procecd at once to Newport and
attack the French,

This design .of Olinton was q\ncklv made
known to Washington: by his spies, ind the
latter at onee put his srmy in motion, and,
‘erossed Dobb’s Ferry, with the intention of
sitting down before New York, and, .if he
found it snfliciently weakened by the foree
withd:awn, to attack it forthwith, Whether
Clinton feared Washington would be success-
ful in his absence, er whether another and
better plan suggested itself, certain it is that
he suddenly changed his mind, and debarked
hig troops; and Washington, heating of this.
recrossed tlie river, and: returned with his
army to Tappan, where we find him aﬁ the
oPénmg of our story. -

" But a3 if fortune were detgrmined to' alter-
nate between: the: fwo parties, ere fairly de-
ciding the contest for either, there occurred
about thig period two events, which spread a
temporary - gloem over the Americans, and
rejoiced: the British in. the same ratio, .The
first was the intelligence of the overwhelming
defeat- of- General Gates in South COarolina,
and the.second the arvival of an English fleet
at New York, under cammand of 8ir George

' Rodney: These two events gave a new turn

to affaira; and Clinton was in daily expects-
tion of hearing that Washington had given up
81l hopes of forming a present. junction with
the French, and was preparing to go south-to

dally too, looking forward to another event,
the eonsummation of which weuld be of
greator importance than all the rest; and
which will be developed in the eourse of thia
true history. :

Meantime we will return from the genenl
features of the period, a.nd regume the detail
of our story.

CHAPTER III,

TREASON IN EMEBRYO.

On the corner of Broadway, at its junction
with a beautiful park, commenly known as the
‘Battery, there stood, at the time of which we
write, o handsorne brick mansion; of large di-
mengions, with marble stops, and iron balcony
and balustrades, before the front entrance of
which two sentinels were ever pacing, night
and day. In the first story of this mansion, in
the front apartment, which, beingon the south-
‘ern aide of the dwelling, ovérlooked both
Broadway and tho Battery, a British officer,
‘in the' full dress of o major-general, wag walk-
ing up and down the white sanded’ floor—for,
ab the period we speak of, .a carpet was 'more
of & luxury than it is now-a-days, and was
used vory sparingly even ainong the wealthy. -
The room contnined buf little forniture, but
‘that little was of the richest quality then ma~
nufactured. . Sonre balf s dosen massive ma<
hogany ehairs, with high backs, and quaintly
carved; were ranged round the walls, together
with two. or-three Jounges. ' In the center of
the apartment stood s large, heavy, mahogany -
table; on which lay a few books, one or-two
English newspapers, a quire or two of white
paper, some maunscript, three or four letténs,
and pene and ink. Drawn up & this table
were-three arm-ohalrs, unoocapied, from. ong
of which the officor now pacing the room had
just. arisen. Between the windows in front
was: & small doubleé mirror, with.a . giass’
frame, orndmented with dowens. of: gold-leaf:
and nfound the white walls hong several pic.
‘tures in black frames. Add to olk these & tou-
ple of vases, filled with- flowers, whidh’ stood
on'the high mantel,-and the crimsd curtaine

sttampt Yo-remedy the disnstor.;.; And he was,

that -hung -ab. the ‘windows,  and. you :have
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a list of all the artmles that' the room con-

tained, '+ S

The officer referred to was a man of low
stature, but very fat and corpulent, with a
broad, full, heavy face, a very prominent
nose, and large<gray eyes, . The general éz-

pression of his featires combined intelligence:

with benevolence, and a rather studied re-
gerve. ‘Ilc was dressed with great care. His
cravat, the frill of his shirt-hosom, and the
ruffies around bis wrists, depending over hig
hands, and even-thé hands themselves, were
all of snowy whiteness; and every thing,
however trivial, wad it its place. All this
evidenced o iman-very orderly, punctilious,
and furmal,” and swch were his preva:lmg
characteristiss, - i
It was not far-from the middle of the d‘ty,
and the windows all being open, a soft, de-
lightful breeze, which swépt up from the bay
across the Battery, stole into the room, rustied
the -curtaing, played with the loose papers on
the table, and passediout agnin cityward: The
General seemed thouglitfal, bat not excited ;
far he paced the room with a sloweven tread,
hig -eyes bent -on the-floor, and his hands
erossed behind him.' iOccasionally he would
halt.before the windows looking southward,
and gaze out upon the . bay-—where several
large ships of the line'were riding at anchor,
with & few gloops and smaller craft sailing
lazily about in various direetions—and then in
the same thoughtful manner, resume his walk.
Some twenty minutes or haif an hour were
passed in this manpner, when a quick tread
was heard on the marble.steps of the mansion,
and the next moment.an officer, in full uni-
form;-stood in the open deorway, and: made
the military salute due to-his superior.
»Ag the: riew-ocomor, as well as the.one just
deseribed- ig destined 'to figure rather- con-
spicuousty in our drama of life, we shall pause
bere to give a brief deseription of his.per-
gonal appearance. "In spature he was rather
tall, but exceedingly well formed, with a very
graceful and dignified bearing, -His.ageiwas
between twenty-five and thirty—mmuch nearar
the latter thah the former—though, to judge
by his fair,open; almoat beardless countenanece,
vne swould not ‘be disposed to regard him
much beyond:his teens. He was what might

be termed a handsome mab, in every pardeu-

. lar;. and if the face may be taken as an index
of the hemrt] then was his heart one-of the

purest and nohlest that ever beat in the breast:

of & heman belag. His features were fne,

regular, and intelligent to & degree that woald
not fail to arrest the attention of the most
casual chserver,

from his temples-and forehead. - The latter:
was high, broad, and noble, and; wuitdd with
his dark, lustrous eyes, and.the rest of hia
comely countenance, gave him that dignified
look ‘of lofty intelligence for which he was so
remarkable. If there were any defect il the

"beauty of his countendnce, it was in the great:

breadth between the'eyes ; but ns this perhaps
would not he thought a blemish, sctentifically
considered, his face in contour, feature, and:
expression, might be set down as being.as-
perfect as any to be found in the sex masen-
line, - We say sex masculine; for beautifnl
woman more nearly approaches our ideal of
perfection ;. but, at the same time, whatever
in.man resembles her beyond that - proper
limvit which, wé assign him-as manly, we cons
demn as too offortinate; and conscquently dise
card as-a blemishy, if not;d deformity; Letit

be understood, then, that we wish o say, that' .

the personage we Have just been deseribing
cecirpied that miedium stand between the two'
séxes which gave him all 'the- dignity and
manlinéss of the one; with' the .delicate refine-
ment and sweet urbanity of the other;
“Well, Major, I am glad you have arrived,’
said the General, addressing the new-cottier

in a less formal manner than was his wont

when speaking to'an inferior# for the cou-

! | rier has been here'in ‘your absence; and - left
‘another mercantile nisgive for you, and you

know Iam deeply interested in-this corre-
spondence just nowt : '

“But why did not yor excel]ency'open it,
and satisfy yoarself at once concerning -ita.
intelligente 7' queried the other, ndvaneing.

to the table, aod taking up a lottér bearing -

the supersaription of * Mr. Jokn Anderson,
Morohant, New York,” the seial of which: he!
instantly broké.” - Co

“Bocause,” sait the Genm'al in reply; uwl

know of nb. plea that can- justifyra friand i

He wore 'no wig nor cne,~
but short eurly hair, which was brushed back .

Rt
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opening the confidential letter af . fmend
without' that friend’s permission.”

“Pardon me,” returned the other, locking
zound to his superior, while he tore open the
epistlo, aid struck it aéross the back’ of his
left hand, to straighten the-wrinkles: “ Pardon
me, if I gay, I think yoar sxéellenay is a trifle
tor. much a stickler for the most delicate points | -
of etiquette——poliits so delicate, indeed, that
the breach i3 in the obsetvamce, rather than
otherwise, ns the present instance witnesseth,
If I did not give your excellency permission to
open these letters, it was Deeause it never oe-
curred to me that your éxcéllency would- see
any of them before myself; but lest the saino
thix‘ag'shuu'ld aguin occur, I nbw formally de:
elare to your excellency, that Sir Henry Clin-
ton is duly authorized by Malor Andre, to
open at any and all times, all letters which
may ascidentally' or designedly fall into his

pussession, bearing the superseription of Mr., '

Johe Anderson, Merchant ;" and the speaker
closed with a pleagant laugh, &+~ o
" ¢ Good fuith! youare as formal ag a prime-
minister,” smiled the other. ' “I thank you,
however, for the permission granted, snd
wounld fain know the tontents of the one in
hand as soon as possible.”

“Well, here it is,” re_)omd Andre and he
read aloud sis follows :

v

“ DEAR Sin,—In teourring t6 ‘the business

* on which ‘T last addresésd you, I 'must beg

leave to repeat what' I theh said, that the
‘funior mentber of the firm'is decidedly opposed

o the partner proposéd - by the seniot: and'

there is po deubt in my mind, if the sénior

_ pushds the matter, and I think he will, that a

rupture will ensue, and o didsolution follow:
in which ease he Legs me to say, he will come
to'New York, and enter in'to Speculatmn there
qmte largely~provided, in'all -cases, an offer
is’ made "that suits hlm——otherwme he will
remdtin where he is. " In coming to Now York,

- in these ‘troublows times, you ‘must, sir,’ be

‘aware, @ merchant’ runs a great risk, and in-
dubémelits nust be held out accordingly, Mr.
M is a man of capital, which s true' to
my knowledge and ke cdn command a certain
Smarket, that il be sure to make thé fortuses
of all those concérned with kim ; and'1 leave

it to you to'say, whether you will firm a new
copartnership under these favorable ausploes
op riot. : co
. Answer ad 8oon &8 convenient:; a.nd in the -
meantime, in behalf of Mz, M———-u. beliave
me, desr gir, - Con
“ Your most obedlent and humble servnnt,
G USTAVUS,
% M, John Rnderson, Merchant L

‘Well, what think you now, Adjutant 344
inquired Sir Henry Clinton, when. the other'
bad finished the epistle. )
© “I nm'-more -than -ever convinced; -your
excellency, that out préviuua Burmises are
cotrect.” :

“You feol eonfident, - theny that General
Afnold, and Gusta\rus, are one and the ‘BRI
person.” : : g
A€ I do! e
“Well, I agree with you; but entre howus,
what a consummate resoal he must be, to-seok
this mode of betraymg his country into our
hands.”

“ Your ‘excellency must not overluok; that
he is thus retnrning to'the allegiancs of hig
king,” suggested Andre, with s peoulini smile.

,“A fig fur-his allegiance, since it is prompted
by ne honorable motives, ‘it solely with a

| viéw to bettering his'own condition.” ¢

“No doubt we all too much act from selfish
n~9‘twés, 7 returned the othek.

" Thevs is & good denl of truph'in that u,nd
there is'g#n old adage, -that *we should ndt
lbok"a gift-hotse in the mouth": But' with
motives we have nothing to do in the pregent
instance. Theresulttoud is all-important, and
if the scheme suceked, farewsll to'Mr! Wagh-
ington’y dreams of glory, us well as thuse of
his eondjutors ; fior King'George ths Third will
surely reign-again in Tebel Asetica, and' aa
surely will a fewr of the lenders of this rebel-
libn piy the penalty of: théiw bemerity o an
Engllsh scaffold. How cleverh’ the 'marni' ing
Worded‘ hig letter, as-in thot he his all of
theni ; for no one, hoWever suspicios, wonld
think there was'so trea;chei-oﬁ#'a. plotéontattied

in s0 a.ppa,rhéntiy g npen merenhtile ‘corre-

spondente. Let'me sce the'letter. Ah 'tiershe
says; ‘The fiiritol Member of tht firm i3 des
cidedly cpipored tb the puitier pibpme’d by the
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#enior?. Now, how do- you translate that, | to the sa;isﬁwtionl of both parties: for thinlgan
Andre?” o e not he effected in. & corres‘pondencn _;\* 1::1':
“ Simply, that it vefers to the French alli~ | neither pm-ty.dm-e speak out, fo: fe?ir ti e ;aOt
ance., . Wnshington is, of course, the sénior, | ters r?ay be.‘mterqepbfzd,‘and the w mt‘e Ilhe
and Arnold himself the junior, and the part- | be ruined hy an untimely oxposure ,O the,
ner proposed is the Count Rochambeau?  {enemy. Arnold has ‘recenﬂy ll)ecn g]vu}l] h’e
-1 { think the same. . And he goes on to say, | command at,WeB‘t Paint; axfdl if, thi:oug is
that if the senior pushes the matter, there will treachery,.we can get possession of this gt;o:llg-.
be a rupture, and of course a dissolution of | hold. f?rlurwus vietory is su:el_y: our?, s;l: 'm
copartnership, when he will be willing to come | war will be brought to a close in lebzt ;ln 81::
to New York, and enter largely into specula- | months, I know‘hhe place we!l, anf r; 73;)71 ;,
tion, provided proper inducements wre held iITl[’)Ol‘tﬂ.]’lG.G; for 1n‘tl:|e campuign 0 t d,' [
ount to him; which means, I suppose, that as [ had occasion to examine it. 1t is sifuate t:iu
-an equivalent for yielding up.his honor and |a parrow pass of th.e I—Iudson,,&monﬁ 'e
betn;a.ying his country, we must give him a|hightands, :.md so fortified by'natx‘n-% H.l:l sut:
colonel or general’s commission, with o few tfmt,l occupied by a full and . determine blgd;
thousand pounds of ready money, Well, well, rison, our whole army wou:ld l?c u‘l;n h?x
* we must buy him, at any price, provided we | curry it,. Now, what 1 .wan.t i8 th}s; \__as mg[;
ean be made sure of his scheme sucegeding. | ton is evidently determmfad ona ,}un(jtlon w1_t
In order to do this, there must be n: persenal | the French troops; and if ho effect it, be wx'l‘l
interview ; and who so eapuble of negociating | either attack .Nev:r York at once, or .n’l:ll'c‘blhls
" the matter as yonrself, Major? for you know |army south; m'emhel: eas_e_West Point, wil bg
-all the facts of the case, from being the sole | the grand depot for his military stm:es; and li
correspondent on our side.” ' matters can be.so a.rra,flg_ed, that JE.ISE aF the
1 am ready and willing to engage in any mome_nt:‘.whe‘n the deposit is made, this fmtr;aﬁs\
undertaking which your excellency may deem | can foll .mts oar hands, tl?e dent}hblow t‘ol 1;
advantageous to the eause I serve,” replied | hopes will be given; f:or, in the impoverishe
"Andre. ) . . ‘ C atate of the country, it would, of coupse, bct
“QOf course I do.not wish yeu to run any | impossible -to recuve_r-‘fr(tm the misfortune;,
risk in the affair; but, on the contrary, to re- |and disheartened an.d . dtagﬂgted., the: rebfalls
.member you have my especial command to | would prefer the service of King Georg.e, w:‘n
“avoid all hazard ; for sogner than evil should | good pay m.ld.\ plenty. to eat, to ﬁghtj;ng;';)l:
befall you, Adjutant, I would lose the opper- | democratic hbertyiun an empt‘y sto:]:l:; h, i\:u
tunity of putting a coup de grace to this war no hope of an ultllmn.te reward, 5 's;\e ’mll:;
through' the channel afforded me, by treach- |:this, our possessian of West‘.‘ 01!;1 1:0;1
lery..”,‘ - . | enable uw t? com.m-and the' river, hold: frag
“Your excellency is very, very kind,” re- eommugigahiun wlPh our- friends ip Ganmlt
‘turned the other, in a voive. tremulous with | and intércept all dispatehes b.etween the eas
emotion ;. * and thoughy I never expeet to bel.ern and southern s;at_es:, which must necese
- able. to- capesl the debt of gratitade I owe |sarily eross the Hudson. :

parties must be brought about as soon as pos-
eible. You can say you are anxious to effect

a copartnership of the kind proposéd, and that | '

you have ample eapital at your command to
make it an object for him t6 conneet himself
with your house. Say also, that under the ex-
pectation of an arrangement of the kind being
effected, yow are -abowt making extensive
preparations to carry on -business on a large
serle; and that, in a fow days, if his anawer
still be favorable, you will prosed to ship a
keavy amouitt of goods for the market proposed.
He of course will understand by this, that our
“troops will be put in readiness for instant em-
batkation ; and we can give out that we are
about sotting out on an expedition to the
Chesapeake; and the reeent arrival of Sir
teorge Rodney’s fleet, and the nows of Gates’
defeat, will assist us materially in giving the
pir of truth to this false report, Of course,
Washington will hear of our intention throngh
his spies,-and will be the more eager to form a
- junetion with his allies; in order that the com-
hinéd foroes may attack the city the mothent
it is weakened by the withdrawal of ‘u larje
detachment of our troops. Now, the resalt is
easily foreseon. Washington, at the head of
his main army, s T hove every reason to be-
lieve, will move upon King’s Bridge and Mor-
risanis—a detachment will mengce -Staten
Island-—while the French allies will approach
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motion, that shall make the proudest proud
to sall you friend.”

“Ah! Sir Henry, from my soul' T thank
you; for' since’ the unfortunats termination
of ull my hopes of domestie folicity; T have
become—I do not deny it—almost wildly gm-
hitious to distiriguish myself in the service of
my king and sountry.- To me there ever
scemed something grand and glorious jn
one obscurely born raising himself 1o an
envinble station; and-if I, through your jn-
valuable friendship and disinterested par-
tiality, sacceed ‘in doing this, your -excel:
lency can resdily imagine in what &stima-
tion, as ‘my patron snd ‘benefactor, you wilk
be held by me.” - '
# Well, wéll, we shall see, we ghall see. By
the-tiy, did you receive your usunl missive from
Mrs, Aroold? Ah! you sly one, T see’ by
that blush you did. But noe piatter—it is nona
of my eoricern—only I mustsay, thatasa girl,
she was one of the moat fascinating I ever be-
held, MHow she could faney such a personage
4s Arnold, with such disparity in their ages;

passes my understanding; though well I know
there is no accounting for woman’s ‘caprices.

Well, I will leave you to yourself a faow mi-

nutes, and’let you-indite an answer to Gusta~

vus, which must be sent off by & messonger

who' leaves at two o’clock ;”” and Sir Henry

Clinton walked ‘slowly.out of the apartment

the ity by way of Long Island. Thus they |into the hall, passed the sentinel that paced

# will nim 'io distract us by theee. separate at-[ to and fro ‘before his door, and ascended. x
8 tacks; but in the meantime we will seize West flight of stairs leading to the upper parts of

4 Point, with all its supplies, throw their plans | the mansion, . o :

i into confasion, and perhaps, by concentrating

_ [ « iThe '‘moment he found himself alone, An-
[ our whole foree upon the French {for Wash- [dre opened a neatly-folded; - sweet-scented
B ingrou will be-obliged to fall back), be able to | billot-dousz, bearing the delieate tracery.of &
l§ block up their retrent, and take them prison- | fomale hand, and perused it hastily, : When
f ers, and thus olose the campaign of 1780 |he had finished, h# laid it upon the table;and
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g more gldriously than any since the commence- | from & concealment nearest his heart, drew

_you, for the many. favors done me, yet I trust| *I understand, General, the great impor

that time will. zive me an opportunity of ex-
presging, in other manner than by onr(lis, th
tyue feelings of my heart,” - . o

“Tus} tut” pejeined Sir Henry Clinton;

. *you overrate the little I have done for you
-and overlook the.fact, that I, as well as all
..others,‘ have been.in a greater or less degree
governed by . selfish motives. Buf to the

point.. It is nacessary that some one shounld

with Arnold, if, as we suspdet, he is our
mereantile ecorrespondent,” replied. Aodre;
“and of that, I think thereshould bo mo
doult, alf,heggh we cannot be positwe tilt
we know more.  Shall T write an apswer to
this letter . . . o

o Yes, and so word it, that heﬂa‘hrull unde}:-
gtand his rank and name must be immediately

moot Araold, alons, and arrange every thing

made known, and that a meetiﬁg betweer. the

ance there is for having & personal interview

B ment of the war,” S
“ This' 48 2 ¢onsummation devoutly to” be
 wished” returned Andre, with enthusiasm,
H *and ¥ already feel ‘prond at the thought, that
{ [ shall be an humble instroment in bringing
i it about,” - Sa i

“Ay, and if‘lit.succeed; it shall be the hest

which he gazed for -several moments, in au
abstracted mood: Then heaving a long, deepy
mournful ‘sigh, and with ong hand brushing
the dew from his eyes, he exclaimed, in & low:

" | tremulons tones - - Lo

' “Ohl. Honora—pajrited Honora1 thow

Year's work you ever performed,” pursued : madly-loved, wildly:worshiped, buitwantonly
Sir Henry ; “*for as certain as that we ‘both | sacrificed being! how fades alt other heautfl

[ ive tc see it, so certain shall you have o pro- | and loveliness when brought to compare wigh

forth a small miniature, done on ivory, wpom .
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thee! They consigned thee to another; but
death took pity on thee, and annulled the per-
jured eontract. Sweet saint.in heaven! pray
intereede for him who Joves thee siill, with a
E dovotion that can never .change, , A short
time, at he longest, and death will reunite
us, to part.no moere forever ”
. He pressed_ his lips with affegtionate reve-
rence to the painted ivory as he spoke, and
earefully returned it to.the place whenee
taken. "hen seating himself at the table, he
1aid Arnold’s letter open before him, and tak-
ing up a pen, prepared to write'an answor. )
Alas! in the morning of life, in the meri-
dian of his glory, [')001‘ Major Andre li?t,la
dreamed to what o' harrible doom this dealing |
with'a traitor was destined to consign him.

CHAPTER IV.
' THE ”";SITERIOUS'}BEAUTY.

Ar the time of which we write, New York
was scarcely more than a village, compared
to its present-size and dense population. All
that: portion -of the town now laid off so regu-
larly; with its wide clean strects intersecting
ench other at right angles, on whichi front the
splendid mansions of the wealthy, was then
devoted to hgriculture, with ‘here and ‘there
a"fa,rm-house, the tenants of which lnoked
upon themselves ag living in the country, a
goodly. distance out of “town, ..'Pe.arl»street
{then ecalled, Quben), where it intersects
Broadway in front of the Ilospital, was- the
extreme northern, as Gatharine-streetwas the
extreme eastern, limit of the city ;. and but
few of the more wealthy cared.to live so much
in the suburbs ag even this, unless it were
during the. warm months eof summer. The
mansions of the latter, ab this period, were
genzrally on Broadway, near. the Batiery, on
Wall and Broad streets, and an Queentstreet ;
and even this part of the.tawn, now so erowded
with five and siz story. edifices,. devoted to
eommerea: on o grand scale, with:scareely.
ground enough unoccupied to giveone 3 sight

. @ the sun at noonday, was then- generally
laid off with 'exﬁep‘sive- gardens, and not'un-
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. On. the street last. mentioped, namely,

Queen, not far from where it mow crosses

Fulton, stood a.‘doul}]v't'w(‘)-stn'ry brick dwells
ing; with eolondde, balgony, marble steps, and
an exterior finish pot usually scen at that
period. A large kilver plate, ¢n one of the
foldipg-doors that gave you (ntranee, bore
the single but aristoeratic inscriptian of
< Perey.” The doors alse opened by means
of a silver knob, and-a heavy silver-mounted
kuocker stood ready to summeon a servant to
undo the inner fastenings. You entered a
wide old-fashioned hall, whose high, frescoed
ceiling, ;;')ainte_d floor, massive antigue fqrniol
ture, wainacoted walls, of a somber- hue, hung
round with generations. of purtl'nits,<arld-with
rich old paintings by the great masters, gava

.| it an air of gloomy, stately grandeur, and be-

spoke the owner a man:of wealth, who prided
himself on bis lineage. - At the right of this

.| hall was a double drawiog-room, divided by

folding-doors, and furnished In alight fanch
ful style of- magnificence, whiehi strapgely
contrasted with thie apartment just deseribed.
A large pier-glass ocoupied the space bes
tween the front windows, reaching neatly
from the ceiling to the ground., Fhe win-
dows- themselves. were "shiaded by damask
curtains, and a rich, soft carpet, whergon tha
half-buried foot gave back no sound, eovered
the floor. .
that day to bespeak; opulence, end every thing

tagte and afiluenece. - . .

high wall of masonry.

elogant listle boudoir, the windows of whiok

mentioned. ' The room was not-carpeted, and

frequently with private porks, as Iarge ag the
largest of the present pullic sqiares.
‘ |

.

| consisting of poetry, history, biography, and
§ romance, bound in morocco, with' the letter-

¢ exposed to view,

§ the center of the apartment, on which lay
| several picees of music and a guitar, Several
| pictures adorned the snowy walls ; and on the
| marble mantel, over a large fiveplace, which
This of  itself was sufficient ab b
[ coupla of vases, filled with freshly culled flow-

d with this uousual display of [ e
corresponded wit ) T J air that stole in from over the garden. The

'he reer of the mansion opeded. into s d . soften :
Th N by vincs clambering over the trellis of the

beantiful shrubbery, with ‘green and ﬂowery‘ :
walks, beyond which was a garden, extending &
down to ghe East river, a distance from. the @ sWept gracefully down from the upper case-
dwelling of some two or three-hundred yards. §
1lere were, s long hot-house and arbors.ab g

: nd the whole wos fonced in by a & |
Ve o i in the apartment yot remsains, to be deseribed.

¥ windows, and by snowy linen curtains, that

A.broad winding staircase led to the upper | i a4
arts of the ma.nsifn-, which was divided into |3 overed with damask, which extended along
fatvioua compartments, from which,we shall § the wall farthest from the windows, s beauti-
‘ ’ ° - . .

gel o for-description, This was'an & b
only select one £ pios gracefully reclining. We say & berutiful fe.
.d the rivéer snd the grounds alreacy § v
ovorlooked the r ar ® voy any ides of a seraphic comeliness seldom

ite-fact this luxary here would have been aw |
perfluous ; for.nothing.could add to the chaste _.

TREASON IN THE CAMP.

ness and beauty of the anowy white and highly
polished Boor. Neither did the apartment
eontain ruch furniture ; but what little there
wad In it, was of the most costly materjal and
teatest workmanship, A beautiful toilet-table
»f earved rosewood stoed between the windows,
surmounted by 2 mirror in a rosewood frame.
On this table was the usnal number of scent-
bettles, brushes, nnd combs, and before it stood
¢ rosewood chair, of delicate workmanship,

baving turned legs and rounds, and a.8plit

esne sent. Ywo other chairs, of the sams
material and make, stood in the room, one
of them in front of an open window, and the
other facing a small eseritoire, also of rose-
wood, with a bookease surmounting it. The
lid of the escritoire was down, and displayed
paper, pens, and ink, with several letters neat-
ly folded and arranged in its pigeon-holes with
precise order. The folding-doors of the book-
case were also open, and three rows of books,

ing in gold, in the costliest style of art, were
Besides the articles men.
tigned, a large round makogany table oceupied

was hidden by a painted fire-hoard, were a
ers, whose sweet odors roperfumed the balmy

zeom had a softened light, for it was shaded

ment, and, being parted below, were sus-
pended on glass knobs to the right and left.
But the most beautiful and attractive ohject

On a delieately carved mahogany lounge,

ful female, robed in the p'urest white, was
wale; but the term is all too impotent to cop-

eeen, and never excelled. Her skin was as
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one could fancy a soft halo was exhaled there.
from, which surrounded it like n glory, Iier
face was of {Irecian formation, and wonld
have made a'model for an artist seeking to
paint a divinity, 8o perfect was every featura,
and so ethereal the whole. Yet with all this
comeliness of formation, there was not, ag i8
too frequently the case, only the mere animal
to admire; but combined with it was an ex-
pression of intellect, of soul, of the very highest
order. You conld not gaze upon that coun-
tenance, and fancyl it a superior work of ark; -
for in every linesment was there an evidence
of its having heen wrought by the hand of a
Deity. Her lips were like ruby, her teeth
like pear), her eyes black and sparkling, and
her raven hair, in glossy ringlets, clustered
around a neck of alabaster. Her form was
like a Hebe, graceful and airy; and when
we add that she was jusi in the bloom of
eighteen summers, we fancy the picture of
terrestrial beauty is nearly complete,

We have said she was reclining upon the
lounge. One snowy arm, on irhich her hend
rested, was half buried in her raven ringlets,
that swept wantonly over it in beaytiful pro-
fusion. Her other hend held an open book
before her, and her black sparkling eyes wera
fized intenily upon the printed page. As if
aware her beauty needed no exfraneous ap-
pendages, she woqre no ornament, with the
exception of & diamond ring that gliftered on
the third finger of her loft hand. Her drape-
ry, of snowy linen, was perfect in its arrange-
ment, though apparently unstudied, with one
tiny foot just visible, eovered with a white
satin slipper. .

. Such was Rosalie Du Pont, the belle of Now
York, the admired, the courted, the envied
beauty of the day, and, we will add, the hero~
Aine of our story, who is destined o figure con~
spienously in the following pages. Who, or’
whatshe was, the reader must for the preseng
be keptinignorance. Even those who fancied
they knew her best, knew her only. a3 the
sprightly, gay, eceentric, witty, accomplished
and beautjful Rosalie Du Pent, niece of Gra-
ham Peroy, g staunch Loyalist, devoted heart
and soul to the canse of King Georga..

But they knew, her not,

falr as 3 lily, and g0 cloar and transparent that
‘g . :

The time we have chosen to intrdduoc
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Rosalie, was some three hours subseqgnent to
the conversation between Major General Sir
Menry Clinton, and Adjutant General Major
" Andre, a8 recorded in the foregoing chapter.
For & few moments, she remained in the posi-
tien deseribed, wholly ahsorbed with her book;
and then suddenly looking up, she turned her
head aside in a listening attitude. At the
some -instant, there came a light tap on the
foor; and stretching out her hand, without
rising, Rosalie turned the knob and threw it
* open. 'This proceeding disclosed a straight,
slim, and rather tall mulatto boy, apparently
. about fifteen years of age, standing quietly
- in the doorway, as motionless, and with the
same immobility of countenanes, as a wax
“figure or statue. On being signed to enter hy
Rosalie, he slowly walked into the apartmert,
egoftly closed the door behind him, and then
turned to his mistress, as if for farther orders.
Hig features were good, and seemed not to
lack intelligence, thongh there was something
abount them would strike a stranger as being
very peculiar, He wore a tight-fitting round-
 ahout, buttoned close to the throat, with a
white linen collar, of perhaps an inck in
width, turned over it at the neck. . His suit
was entirely black, with bright metal bt
{ons, and fitted his handsoma figure with
grent exactness, Small slender feet were in-
cased in moroceo boots of high polish, and
‘one hand held a cap, surrounded by a gold
band, not unlike those worn by military
vfficers of the "present day. - His hair was
black, short, apd carly, and his eye still
blacker, and capible of a very intemse and
fiery expression, though in general it ap-
peared soft and mild as now,
“ Well - snid Rosalic in u whisper..
-"The youth instaittly partly unbuttoned his
waistcoat, thrust oné hand into his bosom,

and drew forfh a letter, whieh he held up

before him with 4 gleam of triumph.

" On'beholding tho missive, Rosalie sprang
2 her feet, eagerly caught it from the hand
4f the other, and breaking the seal, hurried

to the window and devouréd s contents.|
. Then turning to the boy, she mqulred but{

till in a whispe¥;

“Did you ﬁnd this where you did the last |-

ene?”
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The boy nodded in the aﬂirmn.twe.

“Did you place the one I gave youas { ;
directed 2’

The boy nodded again.

“Did you meet with any adventures worth |
relating 7

The boy advanced, ti the table, picked up
a pen, and wrote, in a light, genteel tegible |
hand :

“T saw Dame Ha&old’s hovise burned by ¢
the Skinners.”

L4 Tndeed ¥’ exciaimed Rosalie, with a start. |
“ 8o the old fortune-teller is burped out, eh?
What became of her, do you know 7"

Again the boy wrote :

* 8Bhe escaped, and took refuge w1th1n the
British lines.”

“But where were the Cow Boys when tha
baraing took place 7

"The mute—for such he was—answered in
the 'same manner as hefore :

“Within sight.”

# And did they not try to prevent it

“ NO " L

“ And why, do you think 2’

“Because they were leagued with th
Skinners to get her money.”

“Did they get any ¥’

.1 gverheard Dame Hagold saying she had [
Tost two hundred- dollars.”

# And where were you oll this time 2
“ (loncealed in a thicket near.”
“Were you not frightenad #”

1 did not think myself in safety.”

“In réturning to town, were you stopped i

by the sentinels of the out-posts
w Twme, but showed my passport, which
proved satlsfaetory in both cases.”
“What ' time did you gen wnthm th
linen "
“ About daylight.”” .
“« How long have you been returned P
" #Threé¢ hours‘or more.” -
4+ What have you been doing ?”
“ Sauntering about the town.”
“ Any news {7

“Yes; there i® & rumor Sir Hem'y intend
erelong to embark for the Chesapeake.” ~ B

“Do you think it true ?”
£ NO " N
“Why not ?”
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“ Berause, if true, it would be kept more
sceret, ot lenst for the present.” ‘
“What then.do you think. the meaning
of it
“That it is soma demgn to mislead the
American commander.”
- “For what purpose t”
“I ecan not say.”
. % Did you gather any news of Wa.shmghon ]

" designs ?”

“Yea; he will set off soon on a visit to
Count Rochambeau at Hartford.”” .

“Did you eommunicate this mbelhgence to
Sir Henry Clinton

" Yes 7

“What said he?”

* He thanked me, and you thruugh me, for
our zeal in the rayal eause,; but cautioned me
againgt needless exposure, lest I should be
taken by the rebels and hung as a spy.”,

“A very proper precaution for. Aim,” re
turned Rosalie, with a meaning smile.

The mute smiled also, but made no reply,
and the other proceeded :

- “DBut is. there not danger in this bpsmess,_
Munee? Suppose, for instanee, you should I

be taken by the 8kinners, and passports from
the commanders of the hostile armies he found
on you, what would he the consequence 27,
The mute passed hig-hand guickly around
his neck, and then holdieg it above his
head, and, letting ,the . latter .drop forward
toward his bosom, made p gurgling gound,
the whole intimating that he would be hung

a8 & §py.
Raosalie shuddared-and turned, pa].e

“ Poor Munes,” she said, * this must: not be|

for me, for I ooyld never forgive.mygelf. , No,
no; you must. not vewture go again, Seoner
than that X will go myself,” . .

The mpte started, with a look of alarm, amd. .

catching up.the pen, wrote nervouslys:
“Impossible ! you would surely e .;dis—
eovered.. Munee would die far he beautiful
Rsalie without s murmur ,
I kpow you would, Munes, I. Jmow yolr'
wyuld,” returned .the other marmly, - tear
trembling in her eye; “and for this reason I

shonld fagl. your loss only the. more. keenly, |

No, I am resolved—sepk mot to change, my
PRIpOAE ; your hah,lhmentﬂ will ggectly fit me,
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and you and I must change places, as we have
more than onpe done: hefore.”

“But 1 could not personate you during so
long an absence as this mad whim would
require, without bemg deteeted," swrote, the’

. | mute.

A1 will arran ge every thm I3 for thia purpose.
.1t is well known that T am a girl of strange
caprices~gay, wild, and wayward—so that
what I do out of the ordinary way, will cause
less surprise.than would the sama freak per-

| formeed by any other lady of my acquaintance.,

‘Now, in.a few days, my uncle will sail for a:
gouthern port, ag bearer of dispatches from
‘Bir Henry Clinton, and my aunt will go to
epend & few. weeks with a friend. on Long
Island, leaving the house and ‘most of the ser
vants in my charge., Well, du_ring her absence,
if I feel disposed, I ean manage my plot in
this way, I will give out that I am going to
‘keep my room for a week, during which time,
I will see no one,-and speak to no, one—that
any meals, and so forth, must:be ‘brought t4.
the door of. my boudoir, and there left, withe
out any questions—that if T want any thing,
will write on & pieae of paper and leave it
out.mda andthpgall visitors inquiring for me,.
anst be told thyt I am.in one of my whime,
and  will not.see them—the rest I. am surg
yon can perform, with no other inconvenience,
than being. & glass, prisoner till my, retvrn..
But enough for the present—ior the remain-,
der can be told when theimoment for the éxey
cution uf.my, scheme arrives, which -possihly.
By-bhe-by, Munee, are. you
miugh, fattgued e
- Not if my mistress. mqulras my aervmes,";
wrote the other. g .
“ Will you ascertain then, 1f Dame Hu.goid
has returned to her old guarters iz the city 1
The mute bowed, and passed out; and as
| the door closed hehind-the messenger, Rosa-
lie continued : *Paoor dumb Munee, what an
invalusble treasutc as's servantl Ahbl who,

i ‘ej'fm» anmtang hier apsodiabes,: snepects . her ‘of

(being other than she.saems 2. - It was a kenpital:
;whim, that led me do.dwess her as.a youth.at:
irst ; far, now .ghe can servemo ai o waiting-
maid; conld; andsuchis the sffection dhe beazi
mmg, that, X, cani sefely trust my ilifo i, hiom

‘hands. Ay, far, that metter; I am evennow:
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in her power, if she be evil disposed ; but still
I have no fear;! and taking up the letter
‘Munee ‘Had brought her,:Rosalic was soon
lost in its repernsal.” ‘

At this moment there came & light tap on
the door; and on heing bidden to enter, a
servant approached Rosalie bearing a neatly-
written card on a silver waiter:

“Hat Major Andre ¥’ gaid our heroine, as
her eye foll upon the inscription. * Say to
him I will be with him presently. - Surely,”
she continned to herself, as the servant quitbed
the room, “surely, I ean not have wade a con-
guest of the proud, handsome, docomplished,
and gailant Major, during our briéf acquaint-
ance! and if not, what brings him here to-
day #”’ und her features slightly paled. - But,
then,” she added, foréing a look of uneoncern
she 'did not feel, “ why not here as well as
elsewhere? and why not to-day as well as at
any other period? Pshaw!.why does my
heart beat quicker? is it so wonderful that he;
more than another, should call to while away
an idle hour with one whoss beauty is over-
praised, whose talents are overrated, and
whose eccantricity has made her a topid
of conversation in every cirele? No, I will
think rot. * But this letter mnst be destroyed.
Yet whyso? It contains nothing improper;
and who would know the author? No, no,
it shall be preserved ;” and touching a secret
gpring it her rosewaod eseritoire, she discloded
a smail aperture, inte which she- thrust the
opistle; and then making a hasty idilet, de-
scended to the drawing-room, where she found’

the young Adjutant-General awaiting herpre- |

sénce, who, en her queen-like entrance, arose,
with a courtly grace, and made the salntatmn
of the' day o o

CHAPTER V.
THE ilNTE};VIEW.

“ Parnox. my inbrusion 1 said Andre, with
a bland smile ;: “ for X fear this uhseasonable
hour makes my presence unwelcome.”

“How slily you. gallant officers of King
George fish for compliments I” returned Ro-
salie, laughing, “for well you know your pre-
ponce is never unwelcoing to the fajr”

“And if we slily fish foi compliments, as
you say,” rejoined the Adjutant, gayly, “we
seldom ‘bait our hook in vain; for the wittiest

others.”

. %0, if you deem what I said ﬂatterv, I
grant you so,” responded Rosalie; ¢ for I
thought that so plain a truth would phse
for staple fact, and nothing more be thoaght
of it.”

" Nuy, stop, prithee, or you w:ll ntake me
vain by sly reiteration.”

“Good faith] T see not well how that can
,be.”

“ How 8o ™

* Beeause one can not make what is'alroady
made.”

“ Hal now the cuttmg sarcasm comes,” re-
tnrned the Major, laughing and coloring,.

L Cnly 2 truth, as plain as the other,” said
Rosalie, archly. -

“ You think me vain, then?”

- % Assuredly.”

“In what way?” "~

- #1In being the handsomest and best—dressed

officer in the Royal Arniy !’
¢ You mistake me, Miss Du Pont.”

o« must beg to contradiet you, No gentle-
man, 8o precise in toilet'as yourself, can with
impunity boast hig freedom from vamty ta
me, »»”

* Bnt this precision is a duty evary gehtle-
man owes, to-society.”

“Call it what you will, "tis vanity that
prompts it.”

T trust you do not thmk me over—mce in

dregs.”” ' - i

“N, ay, nor uuder—mce for then the.torm

Jjust applied to you woild not be o correct one.
You are exactly what yoa should be, to be o
well-dressed man: The fiill of your sh:rt—
bosotn, the ruffes around” your ‘hande, have
neither a plait too much nor too' little.
tie of your cravat is precisely @ la-mode, and
your sword knot “haa nd fanlt to ansiwer: fory
Your coat fifs you-as it would = tailor’s block,

' and your hoots and buttons are bmghter tha.i

your gyes.” - RS
“But not 8o bright as yours, Mlbs*Du Pont,"'
retarned Andre, rillying.

“Ahat you think to puy me off with- ﬂal.-

of your sex, 1] pemewe, can flatter s well as -

The

& e quick, Tejeinder.
i ave no lover sighing for another.”.
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wery, eh? lmh )nu shall not do it. Tt me
gee! the. next thing is your hair,  Ah, how
nice it is combed, and hrushed, and curled,
and oiled, and scented, and” '

" #Come, come, Miss Da Pont,” interrapted

Andre, “if you go on this way, you will
farce me to believe - what d have heard of

“Qf me? is it possible that any one dares
to talk of me in my absence? And wha
have you heard 2.

an

Yhat you But T think Tl not tell
you, _;u st to pumsh you for making a jest of

“Jeat of you, indeed!” exclmmed Romlle,
arching her brows. “I assure you, T was
never mdare in sober earnest in my life, Dut
88 you refuse to tell me, why, I must go on
with my personal critique,”

“Nay, now, if you will desist, I will t(,ll
you what I heard—is it o bargain ¥

“Yes”

“Well, then, report says you are the most
benutiful and eecentric ereature in the city.”

“Is that all? Why, I have heard that re-
peated so often, that the matter has become
stale. Really, I thought that Adjutant-Gene-
ral Major Andre Would be the last one to re-
tuil musty gossip.”

"“Nay, I did not deem it .such, Miss Da
Pont,” replied the Adjutant, coloring, and
eompressing his lips, a little vozed in spite
of himself, * Do you' know now,” he pur-
sued, rather maliciously, “that I should re-
gard Bliss Rosalie as one of the most interost-
ing beings in the world, were it not that she
mixes 80 much bitter with the sweet.”

“ Ah, sir, that is so it shall not pall the |-
§ taste,” returned Rosalie, .good-humoredly. |

“ And another thing: were I to show only my
fascinations to the aceomplished Major Andre,
he might fall in love with me, and forget the
aisent.”
_ %“The former, perhaps, but nut the lab-
e .

'Nay, you cou]d nob traly hold to -both,
‘yeé can not serve God and Mammon,” ” was
“ And besides, I wouId

“And I could. never forget the absent,”
%id Andre, mournfully,

. “'1'h£=n I see we ean not be lovers: und so,
a truce to this badirage, and 1ot us endeavor
to be friends.”

“With all my beart, Miss Rosalie; and
Heaven forbid we ever be enemics. And
sinve we have come to an understanding, I,
may venture to make known my business

-Ihere,”

Rosalie gave him a quick, searching leok,
and a glose observer eould have seen the blood
retreating from her face, till even her cheeks‘
became ghastly pale, . Fearing he might ng-
tige it, “she twrned her head aside, and i in an
assumtgd caroless tone, said:

“Well, I am all attention.”

“In the fivst place,” resumed: Andrs, “Su-
-Henry Clinton Lids me thank you warmly,
for your untiring efforts o render yourself
useful to the ruywl cause, and says if there ig

any thing he can do to serve you in 1eturn.

you mest command him.”

Rosalie lovked hard at Andre a3 he said
this, and géeing by his open eountenznoe
there was no duplicity in' his -speech, she
breathed more freely, and answered:

“I am much obligod to his excellency, for
his distinguished consnderauon and should I

require a service at his hands, assure him I

shall make bold to ask it,"”

* And by this token it shall be granted,” re-
Jolned Andre, extendm;, to Rosalie o diamond
ring of very peculiar workm.mshlp “ His
excellency alas bade me give you this, and
‘request you to wear it for his sake; and who-
ever returng it to him and seeks a favor,
within kis power to render, that person shall
not ask in vain.' .

“1 will wear it for the giver’s aake, and re~
member its talismanic power,” replied Rosa-
lie, placing it on her beantiful, tapering finger,
as a companion o the only ome she wore,
“You see this,” she continued, poluting to the
other: *‘that also is the glfb of a very dear
fr:end else would it upt be there; fOrJOWﬂlry,
28 mere ornament, I despisa.”

“And well you may,” said Andre, gal]anﬁy,
“for nature ¢ hag done 's¢ much for you, “that
seekmg to enhance your beguty by things of
art, is like holding & ¢andle to the sun, ot
attempting to paint the ra,mbow '

“Well, I see you can flatter, too,” replied

'
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Rosalie: and then added, gravely: *But
flattery, sir, T despise, a8 much az I do gew-
gaws,”

“I'beg your pardon; Miss Du Pont, but I
can not help saying you are a very singular
being.”

“Yes, singular, because I despise ornament
and flattery, and prefer sense to nonsense; I
am aware, sir, I form a race ‘exception to most

of my sex; bat would to Heaven I could not |,

gay so! When I say my sex, I mean those of
my own age and position. But on you gentle-
ien much of the blame must rest, after all;
for from the time a’gitl is old enough to be
thrown into society, you make it a point to
£ill her’ car with flattery and nonsense; and
though she may bé averse to these at first, yet
time makes the poison both palatable and ap-
parently harmless; and she grows to like it,
dnd even to require it, to keep her mental
system from belno' prostrated by ermm
whe‘reas, did you ‘take a different course’ at
the start, and treat her like a rational bemg,
talk to her s if she had commot understand-
ing, and seek to elevate her by your superior
knowledge, to let her know and feel that she
iy, in its true sense, & woman, sent here as a
helpmate to man, to rear and educate his
children, and occupy no inferior position' in
the great drima of life, you would entirely
renovate this feminine imbeeility, and find in
the gentler sex companions fit to be paitners
in all your undertakings, to rejoice in your
proép’erity, to stand unshrinkingly by your
side in the Hour of adversity, when even a
hroken reed to lean on would be an mva.luabk
“trensure,”

“I'his is & great truth you have spoken,”
returned Andre, gazing upon the other with
& look of sincere admiration: “a great fruth,
Miss Du Pont; and it raises you, in my es-
teem, as far above'the butterfly legion of your
gex, a5 they stand in the divine right above
the lowest ovder of animated beings, If I
flatter you now, pardon me, for it is the flat-
tery, only of earnest truth, spoken with no
false purpose, but warm from the heart, But

noththatn,ndmg I regard your censdre of our |-

B€x just, in a grost measure, yet I must take
bxceptions; for with most young ladies, we
are forced to talk trifling nonsenase, or be de-

prived of their valuable gociety; ns higher

thoughts’ and more dignified discourse are
looked wpon by them as vulgar, and are
certainly unsuited to their understandings
and tastes. It is their bringing up; and
we must go back to childhood, and theix
parenis, for the ‘true cawse of this deplor~
able evil, and apply there for the remcdy,
after atl.,”

“T grant you this ig true, so {far as it goes,”
replied Rosalie; “but you must take into
consideration the customs of soeiety, nand not
blame the mother too much, whe, wishing to
see her daughters shine in the fashionable

world, takes espeeial onre that they shall |
have just such knowledge as the fashionable [
world requires; and you well know the gene- |

ra} parlance of the drawing-room excludes ail

‘discussions of a literary and sclentific nature. §
-The evil, I may say, iz with all parties; and
the sooner it is eradicated,” the soomer will |
mankind reach the gon.l of intellectual hap- I

piness.”

* Pray, Miss Du Pont * returned Andra, &

“may I ask where you received your educa
tion, and what position your parents occupied,
or ‘do océupy ¥—for I know not whother they
are living or dead: and, in fact, only know
5o much of your history as report gives out,
which is limited to the fact that you are the
piece of Graham Percy.”

“And to those who seek to know more I
have but one auswer—that I am a myth, an
enigmsa, and so for 'the present wish to ré-
maint?

“1 erave your pardon, then, for my inguisi-
tiveness, and assure you, that whether nobly
born or not, your talents alone ‘are sufficient
to entitle yolt to ra.nk w1t11 the proudest of the
realm,”

« Again, sir, I must chlde you for overstep-
ping the limits prescribed. I perceive you
are determined to flatter me, whether I like
it or not.”

“Forgwg me this time, Miss Du Pont, and
I'will promise not to offend again.®
“Be if.80.”

“ Would it be an impertinent -question to

ask if you write? for persons of your turn of §
mind are very apt to uommlt then- thougbtl .

to paper.’
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1 have written some litile, to while away
& leisure hour”

“ Would it be asking too great a favor to
request you to show me some of your com-
positions 77

“Why, for the most part, they are in &
grude state; -and really, sir, I must confess

' myself too modest to ventare placing them

pefore a person of such critical judgment,
and well-known literary attainments, as
Mujor Andve. Rather let me request that
you will favor me with some of your last
postical ‘effusions—some, for instance, that
have not been published.”

* [ wounld with pleasure, Miss Du Pont, only
it 80 happens that I have nothing on hand at
present. The last article I wrote is o satiri-
eal poem, founded on anamusing occurrence
in one of the skirmishes of old General
Wayne, and- that I gave to the editor of the
Royal Gazetts this morning”

“ 1t s not published, then ?”

“No; he sdid it would a.ppea.r soon, how-
ever.”

“ What is it callod 2

“The Cow Chase.”

* A cuarious title,”

- Ay, and for that matter, a curions sub-
ject poorly handled.”

“ T'should like to see it.”

“You will, scon ‘enough, no doubt.”

“* You writo poetry altogether, do you not,
Major ¥

“ Why, poeiry iz my dehght but T am
foreed to write. 2 good deal of prose, in the
way of correspondence, ete.”

“You have some fernale correspondents, I
presume P’

“ A few—only a few.”

“Do you write prose to them

“ Poetical prose,” laughed Andre. It

.would not do, you know, to be very prosy

with a sentimental lady. The periods must
he well rounded, and" every sehience must
eontain some metephorical nonsense; else one
i oalled stupid, and dismiseed, witheut so
much as & chance to sue for pardon. But
truly, Miss Du Pont, I am forgetting the real
business on which I called, after all ; and as I
have an engagement with Sir Henry at four
w'clock .precisely, you must pardon me -for

checking the conversation at so interesting a
moment. On Tuesday next, there is to bo a
grand military ball at the mansion of Sir
Henry Clinton, and I bave called to knuw if
I can have the pleasure of your. company
thither.” ' v

“1 will not promise positively,” replied
Rosalie;  but if I go at all, I will do myself
the honor to accompany you,”

# 'l‘ha.nk you;” and Arddre rose to talo hig
leave.

# B_V-the-by, Major Andre,” said Rosalie,
alse rising, ** you have not told me what newg
there is in town 7

“Why ‘I believe there is mone of any
importance. The rebels, we hear, are vory
anxious to effect a junction with their French
allies—but whether they will or not. is very
uncertain.”

“ And if they do ;

T supposs they will proceed to attack the
clty

“0Oh! merciful heaven | another siega ! the
vory thoughtof it terrifies me,” oried Rosalis,
in well-feigned alarm, “Ihave been through
ane; and heaven knows, I never wnsh to be
eonnected with another.”” : :

*Nay, have no fears, then; no barm will
be done here, depend upon it.”

“How know you that? Ah! you merely

say so to reassure me; for of course, you can
not tell what will bappen in such a case, any
more than myself.”
- “True, it is 1mposslble for. any one to suy
what will, or what will not happen; bui I
have more knoﬁ'ledge of what will he the
regult, if the Americans attempt to take Now
York, than you can possibly have.”

“ And what will Le the result?”

“ A signal defeat.”

“You speak confidently.,”

“T gpeak what I know.. -An event is about
to happen, Miss Du Pont, that will~— DBut -
I forget myself. I trust I shall have tha

‘pleasure of your company to the ball.”.

“I will endeavor, sir, to do myself the
honor. But one word more, on this sulyject.
Should the Americans and their allies attack
New York, during the absence of Sir Henry
and his army, it seems {6 me they must find
an easy victory,”
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“ And who says Sir Henry is going to be
ahgent with his army 2”7

“Why, it is everywhere reported that he
is about embarking his troops on an expedi-
tion to the Chesapeake.”

“Then report must make obeisanee to you
on starting, Miss Du Pont; for it is not more
than three hours since his excellency and
your humble servant held the matter under
di/pussion and I was not aware it had be-
come gencrally known, even among the of-
ficers, as yet.”

* It is true then ?” said Rosalie, watching
the countenance of Andre closely. *It im
true, then, Sir Henry sails shortly for the
Chesapeake P’ ’

“It is true, he designs setting ont on an
expedition of | considerable importance ere
long.”

*To the Chesapeake 2

. “Why not?7”

**Nothing; only my mute, who picked up
the intelligence and brought it to e, scemed
to think it was only true in part—that the
expedition in veality is mtended for another
destination.”

“Indeed! and did hé learn what other 2

% No; for beyond the report given out, ail
18 mere ennjecture But you know, Major,
whether it is true or not.”?

“ And grant I do ?”

“Perhaps you will favor me by saying
whether it is, or is not, to be as reported.”

“ And why, if T may ask, are you $O Znx-

" ious to know "

“Why, my fears make me anxious; for if
the force here is weakened, New York will
-eertainly fall into the hands of the hated’
rebels.” il

*“Then rest onsy, Miss Du Pont; for the
Jorce here will assuredly not be weakened—at
Teast for the present.”

« Ah, thanks! you take a weight from my
heart. Well, if I can conveniently, Major
Andre, it will afford me great pleasure to ac-
company you to 8ir Henry’s entertainment,”

“I shall make dependence on you—now
remember!  Adiew.”

* Au revoir I} responded Rosalie; and the
gollant Major Andre took his departure.

“ 8o said Rosalie, as the door closed

behind him. *¢So, then, this expediiion ts not
designed for the Chesapeake. Aha! there in
some plotting here—a deep stratagem. What
can it mean? Can it be Sir Henry meditates
an attack on the Americans, or on the
French? There is something in . the wind
that bodes no good to the right cnuse, and
I must have this mystery unraveled. Now,
then, to answer 1y letter ;" and Rosalie Du
Pont glided gracefully out of the splendid
drawing-room, and went bounding uwp the
broad steps to her own eharming little bou-
doir.

CHAPTER V1.
THE ASTROLOGER.

Asmour ten o’clock on the night succeeding
the events recorded in the last fow chapters,
a solitary individual, in a citizen’s dress, was
hastening down a narrow, crooked street,
which then ran from Broadway to Queen.
The night"was hot and sultry, and o heavy,
black thunder-cloud, that stretched its huge
front along he western horizon, from which
the Iurid Hghtning issued with a gloomy
glare, betokened the approach of a shower.
The street threaded by the wayfarer, as we
have said, was very narrow, and, unlike the
streets of the present day, it had no sidewalks,
but was paved with small, round stones all

;the way across, and had but one gutter, whieh

was in the center—the'sidcs, instend of the
middle, being the highest. The street was
durk and gloomy, and was lighted enly by
the occasional flashes - of the approaching
storm, The buildings on either side were low

-wooden structares, with steep, pointed roofs,

and overhanging gables presenting to the

street, and though very picturesque to look at .

from without, were not exactly the kind to
tempt a steanger to an interior exploration,

Before one of these, however, our nocturnal
wayfarer paused ; and ebserving it for o short
time, by the almost constant flashes of light-
ning, he approached a little gate that opened
into & narrow passage between two buildings,
and lifting o lion’s-hend knocker, gave three
loud raps. Immediately the voice of a negro
responded from the opposite side;
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#Whe dar?”

* A stranger, who desires to consult the
great Carlo Carhind,” was the anawer.

The negro opencd a wicket door in the gate,
of dome ten inches nguare, and reconnoitered

the stranger; and tlien saying he would just;

run and inform his w aster, disappeared. Ina
few minutes he returred, unlocked the gate,
and bade the visitor enter, Shutting and
locking the gate behind the latter, the negro
pasged him, and led the way to a side-door,
which he opened, and ushered the other into
a long, dark hall, with low ceiling, and with
no other furniture than a rough-looking table,
on which stoed an iren lamp, whose sickly
flame dispelled just enough of the darkness
to make the dismalness of the place visible,

_From this hall, just to the right of the en-

trance, a rickety flight of stairs led to the
gecond, story; and up these the negro cou-
tinued, first securing the door behind him.
On reaching the next story, the guide took
the stranger by the hand, and led him along
under a steep roof, in total darkness, till he
came to another flight of stairs, which de-
scended about half way to the lower giorye On
renching the bottom of these, the black guide
sontinued to lead the way, through a narrow,
erooked passage, tifl the stranger, becoming
alarmed, seized him by the throat, and threat-
ened to blow his brains out on the spot, if he
did not instantly promise to reconduct him to
the sireet.

. *“Ye-ye-yes, masgastranger, sartingly I'will,
ef you don’t want to go no farder,” eried the
astonished negro; * bu-bu-but you most dar
now, and I t'o't mebby you'd like fo sece
massy Carling,”

8o I should, you rascal; but you are not
eonducting me to him.”

“Ye-ye-yes, massa, I is, sartin—on’y _]est
a little bit furder, and yon see for you'seff.”

“Go on, then—but remember there is a
pistol at your head, primed and cocked ; and
if you attempt the least treaehery, you shall
be the first vietim.” - \

“ No-no-now, massa stranger, ‘jest don’t,
Please, hold dat instrument so proxumatic to
dis chile’s head ;- ease it might go off conse-
dentally, you keow, and den poor Tom hab
o brains in his interregnum.”

s

“ Silence 1" eried ’ohe other, sternly, “* and
go on "

After continuing through the narrow,
crooked passage some time longer, the negre
came to another door, on which he made threo
distinet raps with his knuekles, Instantly, as
if by magie, it iew open, and disclosed = light
sa brilliant, that the stranger started back,
and covered his eyes with his hands. When,
after a little, he withdrew them, Le found him-
self standing alone; in & small room, or, vesti-
bule, the walls of which weve black, covered
with illuminated hieroglyphies. By what
sorcery he had been thus saddenly transferred
from. where he stood 2 moment or two since,
exceeded all speculation. . The brilliant Yght
and black guide had both vanished, and the
stranger almest doubted that what he how be-
held was real. The apartment was abont four
feet square; and the only apparent outlet waa
a door immediately before lnm. A soft light
filled the room; but whence it came, he eonld
not tell, unless through the hieroglyphics,
which appeared to be ground plass. Half be-
wildered, he stood and gazed around him for .
o few moments, and then spprosching ths
door, made an effort to open it, bub it was fast,
At the same instant, a clear, distinct, ringing-
voice, said :

“Who enters the Chamber of Fate, must
knock.” '

Acting on this auggesblon the stra.nger ap-
plied his knuckles to one of the panely of the
door; and like the other, it flew open, 53 if
by magie, and dizclosed a black sereen, with
a single illuminated light igure in the center,
hold'ng in one hand a pen, and in the otlier
& scroll, with this inseription over its head,

“ Fate writes the destinies of individuals, qf
nations, of worlds i

The Wondermg stronger had barely read
the words, when the screen parted in the
center, and dishppeared, and alirge apartment
wag before him, the walls of which were hang
with black drapery, and the ceiling of which
represented the heavens, as seen in a‘bright,
starry night. But the most remarkable ob-
Jeet in the ropm wag the oceupant, and on him
the stranger gazed with a feeling akin to awe:

- | He wag a pergonage apparently between forty




26 THE FEMALE SPY; OR,.

and fifty years of age, with a countenance
strongly marked hy deep lines, and so deadly,
pale as to-appear almost frightful, . To thig
unearthly pallor, his long, raven hair, falling
in wild profusion around his neck and over
his ghoulders, and his small, black, fiery eyes,
formed & most striking contrast. He was
dressed 1n-a close-fitting suit of black velvet,
which set off his fine figure to the best advan-
" tage, and not'a single ornament was on his
person, He was seated on a black stool,
before a black table, on which lay manuscript,
soiled white paper, pens, and ink.” On the
opposite side of the table was another black
stool, and above the table hung a pondercus
globe lamp, of ground glass, which filted the
. epartment with a soft, even light. Pointing
. to the vacant seat, the astrologer—for such
he professed to he—said:

“ Put up thy weapon, young man ; no harm
will befall thee here.”

The stranger, who still held the pistol in
his hand, unéocked and concealed it beneath
his vestments, and advanced to the stool,
which brought him face to faee with the
astrologer, He was # handsome, well-formed’
man, something under thirty years of ago,
with an open, frank, and highly intelli-
gent countenance. The excitement of the
last few minutes had made him very pale;
but as he took the seat indicated by the
other, he said, with assumed nonckha-
lance:

I will return my weapon, as I ges there

-i8 no use for it here; but wrndering about an
old building, with no very prepossessing
guide, sud ‘that, too, in a darkness impene-
trable to the eye, is a very differwnt thing.
By-the-by, Signor Carlini—I suppse I am
rightin the name?”

“My nawme, sir, is Carlo Carlini,” replied
the other, almost sternly.

“Welt, Carlo Carlini, I must say you bave

a very admirable ar-angementfor impressing
the vulgar with o due sense of your greatness
in the oceult seiences.”

“ Didst come here, gir, to tell fie this 97 -

40, no—becsuse | knew nothing of it til'f
cape. Or, rather, [ should say; I had heard
there was something of the kind, but did not
believe it could be done half so skillfully and

impressively. “Vhy, it beats the jugglery of
the mother country.” '

“Young man, heware!” cried the astrole-
ger, angrily, his black, snaky eyee flashing,
end the purple veins of his forehead and tem-
ples beginning to stand oub like whipcords,
“ Beware how thou dost ridicule mystcries
beyond thy ken!” ’ ‘

“'Pon my faith, one would think you were
threatening ‘me, by your stern speech and
sterner- look,” returned the stranger, with,
forced assurance, for he did not in reality feel
s0 much st his ease 23 he wished to make the
other believe.

But he did not deceiva’ Carlini, Who what-
ever other qualifications he might possess,
was certainly a keen physiognomist, and
could read the |thoughts, or at least the cha~
racteristics, of a-inan by his countenanee, as
easily as he could the title-page of a book,

“Young man,” he answered, ‘I do not
threaten, but rtather caution. I 'see thou:
doubtest my ability to exhibit a miracle ; sud
yet thou art afraid to put me to the test.”

“ Come, come, that is too good,” returned
the other, jocularly. “Afraid, indeed | Why,
I came here expressiy for that purpose.”

“SBir,” returned the astrologer, “thy skep.
ticism shall be removed.” He then fized hia.
eyes steruly upon the other, an 1 after gazing
upon him for perhaps a minute; resumed:
“ Now, sir, thon art wholly in the power of
Carlo Carlini; and until I will thee, .thou
canst not stir hand nor foot.”

The strangerr made an effort to do so, but
finding it impossible, waa so affected, that celd
pergpiration pressed through the pores of his
skin, and stood in heads on his face and hands,

“ Art satisfied "’ inguived the astrologeér,

1 am satisfied you possess o power whioh
1 never believed till now was given to mortal,”

“Enough, then,—and nmow to business.
What brings thee here 2

“It is reported you ean tell a man’s for«
tune by the stars.”

¢ I profess to do so,”

"1 would know the past amd the foture

“Why the past?”’

“Because, if you can‘tell what will hnppan,
you can what has happened; and as you tell
me right of wrong concerning the laiter, so
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shall I kncw what dependence to placé on
your predictions.”

“ Be it so. ‘Where wert born ?”

« England.”

“ Place?” |

% London.”

“Aged”

“Twenty-nine years, one month seven days}
and [looking at his watch] three hours,”

#1 will cast a horoscope, and make the’

eaiculation.”

The astrologer then took a bundle of alma-
nacs from a drawer in the table, and having
selected one, examined it for a fow moments
attentively. e then referred to an epheme:
ris of the same year, and taking up a pen,
marked & square on & white sheet of paper,
Within this square, near the blatk lines, he
next made characters to represent the differ-
ent planets, placing each in such position as
the rules of his craft dictated. This done, he
examined them attentively for several min-
utes, and again taking up his pen, began to
make figures with great rapidity, In this
manner he was occupied some half an hoar,
during which time a dead silence reigned in
the gloomy Chamber of Fate—or, at least, a
silence broken only by the rumbling thun-
der of the approaching shower—and the
stranger, pale as death, and with compressed
lips, sat and watched him, as though upon
the first syllable he should utter depended all
his hopes.

At length, vaising his pallid, corpseike

" face, and his black, snaky eyés from the

work before him, the astrologer regarded his
guest for a short time, with something like a
mournful expression, and then gaid, in a clear,
sonorous voiee of gredt solemnity :

“My friend, go homie, and seek not to
know the mysterlous ordinatlon of the Book
of Fate.”

“Wherefore do this?” quened ths other,
with o slight tremor in his voice, although he
evidently made an effort to seem at ense.’

& Becaqse it is not well with thes,” was tie
polemn answer, * Seek to know no more—
but go homo, and be earnest in thy prayers.”
~ * You think, then, I have not long to live 1’

“Seek to kiow mo 100re 1 was the still
sclemy re.]omder. :

“8peak out, Signor Carlini! I am & man,
and n soldier, nnd have o vulgar fear of
death,” returned the other, more firmly.

“Hal thou art 2 soldier, then ¥ said Car=
lini, eyeing the other closely ; and if nsoldier,

an officer in the king's army—for no man of -

thy address; look, and ma.liner, ean hold the
humble station of a private. The stars' did
not deceive me, then, though thy dress is far
from corresponding with thy calling.”

“Well, sir,” returned the other, ** since.you
know me to be a soldier, speak out what else
you know, for I would hear the worst at onee.”

“Thoun wilt have ity then 2

“Yes; but first you shall tell me of - the
past, for reasons already named,”
T will tell thee so much of the past, as will
convince thee my words are true, The last
years of thy life have been rendered unhappy,
by reason of a great disappointment.” -

“ The nature of that disappointment "

““ Love.”

The young man started colored to the tems
ples, and then said, with a sigh,

“ True—too true—but go on.”” -

“That event, sir, changed thy course of life,
Had it not oceurred, long yesrs of happiness

‘had still been thine——on so irifling a matter

doea our -good or evil destiny sometimes de-
pend. Of an ardent, high-souled temperament,
thou didst fall in love with abenutiful lady, who
as ardently loved thee in return; dnd who waa
in every respect worthy to beceme the partner
of thy bosom ; but friends and fate interfered,

ye were separated, she was mariied, and to

drown thy sorrow, thou .didst forsake thy
former employment in djsgust, and take wp the
noble profession of arms.  The lady so Joved,
weddsd another—but her heart was thine,
a9 hér' untimely death hath proven. Likea
flower plucked from its’ parent stock, she
withered and pasaed from hmong the hvmg
to the holy mansign of the just.”

“ Bhe did ! she'did 1" cried the young of
ficer, covering his face with his hands, and
rocking himself to and fro-in great mental
agony.” “By what means you are possessed
of this knowledge, Slgmor I know lll)!i--buii
it is the painful trathi T

* Well, sir,” pursned the ol'.her, “ gince that

| period, thy fortunes have heen various ; and

A s A Ol
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by the stars T read, that from the captivity of
war thon hast heen delivered, and been favored
with the confidence and friendship of those
high in power—in sooth, hast been elevated
to such a rank as might well make older heads
than thine proud of the distingtion.”

* Again true,” responded the stranger.

* And hawe I told thee enough of the past?’"

*¥es, ves—JL would now hear of the future.”

“Alas! that thou forcest me to tell thee thy
doom.”

“My doom ¥

“:Ay; for as surely as that thou continuest
in thy present profession, so surely wile thou
die a sudden and violent death.”

“Well,” replied the other, T have no.fears
of a soldier's death. I am prepared for the
fate of war, and trust, if I fall, I shall fall
gloriously, in the cause of my king."”

* But thou wilt not die in battle.”.

“No?—how then ?-—by aceident, or by the
hand of an assassin ? .

“ Neither; thow art doomed fo die upon the
seaffold I said the- astrologer, in a tone of
great solemnity.

The stranger started; and at the same in-
stant & erash of thunder shook the house to its
very foundation, as if in eonfirmation of the,

awful words, True, there was mothing re-

markable in this, considering that the shower
had been some time approachiag—but gom-
ing as it did, in conjunction with the sentence
uitered by the astrologer, it made a very start-

ling impression upon the mind of one whose .

nerves were unusuzlly relaxed by -what he had
justheard. Forz minute or two he spoke not
a word ; and then rallying, said, w1th a fureed
laugh : -

“ Come, come, my fraend, you can not be
sorious it what you have said—so own up
that you haye spoken to frighten me.”

“I weuld to heaven I could, and spenk
trizth [ veturned the other ;  bhut the stars.—
not I-~have spoken, and they never lie. I

have, but tranzlated their language, st thy

enrnest solicitation,” y

“And how long ere the consummatmn of
this dire event?’ asked the officer.”

“It ig near at hand—it is even now im-
pending; and at the very longest, I can not
stretch the time beyond three months”’

“ And is there no way to avoid it?”

“ Art about getting out on a dangerous en-
terprise 7”7 was the interrogative reply.

“Not that I am aware of, Signior. 1t is
possible T may absent myself from the city
for . fow days, on an affair of conqlderable

{ importance ; bat in doing so, I shall run no

risk whatever, atleast none is apparont. Stay,

should I besuccessful in this ndventure, [ may,

soon be called into battle—but there, you say,
I shall not die.”

“Avoid the present contemplated enter-
prise, if possible,” said Carlink.

“That I can not do, eonsistent with daty
and honor, and therefore can not do &t all.”

*Then the -consequences must rest with
thee—thou art warned.”

“PBut you say I shall die on the seaffold 27

T have spoken.” .

“But T see not how that can be, since T am
certain that my heart contains no treason,”

“Young man,” pursued the astrologer,
sternly and solemnly, “it iz not for me to
argue my own assertions with one who is
prone to be skepiical. What I have said, I
believe to be as trug as holy writ. I have
done,”

The stmnger arose, a.nd threw upon the

table o gold coin,

I that satisfactory ?* he mquu-ed

“ No, for T would not take money from one
to whom it has heen my unpleasant duty to
utter such painful words.”

the other, with an evident attempt at jocu-
larity, “T shall not need the money, and you
ghould have sumething for dispatehing a man
prospectively.”

“Stranger, thou art standmg upon the verge -

-of an awful abyss—econpider well thy steps !’
returned Carlp Carlini. ¢ Thy levity lessens
not thy danper. Take back thy gold-—our
interview is ended.” As he said this, he arose
and tonehed a small brass knob that projected
above thetable. In a moment a black servant,
not the one who had conducted the stranger

hither, made . his appearance, holding in one

hand a light.

< Conduet this gentleman to the strect
by the.nearest passage,” . pursued Carliui,
addressing him, “and then veturn t¢ me.”

“ But if those words prove trgle,"’ rejoined
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* And since your master refuses this, take
it you, for your trouble,” said the stranger,
handing the negro the gold, whose eyes fuirly
sparkled on receiving it. Then turning to
the astruloger, the officer continued: “I may
in time vall upon you again, to prove you

. mistaken 1 your prediction.”

“ Nevert” returned Carlini.
“'Weshall see,”” was the response, as, with

. & graceful bow,.the officer withdrew, to fol-

low his guide,

He saw uothing more of a wondetfnl nas
ture, but was conducted direct to the street,
by a mear passage. The rain was fulling in

torrents ; but unmindful of this, the stranger
plunged into the storm, and a moment later
was lost in the gloom.

CIIAPTER VIL
A TRATTOR'S s‘caxula:s.

Tag course of our narrative again calls us
10 the residence of Joshua Smith, on the bank
of the ITudson. It was an early hour on the
wmorning of & fine day in September, and on
the grounds owned by Smith, near the river,
ina retired and beautiful valley,through which
the Haverstraw ¢reek makes its last j Journey
to the Hudson, two individuals were standing,
looking off upon the bay, and engaged in con-
versation. These two personnges were Gene-
ral Arnold and the proprietor of the grounds.

Arnold had come down frem head-quarters
in his barge the day hefore, had spent the
night at Smith’s house, but not finding a suit-
able opportunity for a private interview, had
mv:tsd Smith to take a short stroll.down hy
the river's bank, = The seene that how lay be-
fore them wus one of rare beauty. The sun
wag just rising above the eastern hills, and
pouring a flood of golden light down upon the
quiat bay, whose bright waters seemed bent
on making a suitable retnrn.in the shape of o
sucéession of asilver wavelets, The air was
soft and balmy, the dew sporkled on leaf, and
blade, and. flower, and the birds. skimmed
over the waters gayly, or sang most sweetly

from, among the foha.gezof a surronnding syl-
ran grove., . i

.But neither the sun, the water, the Yirds,
nor the echarm of the whole combined, made
any visible impression upon the mind of tha
plotting General, who, as soon &s he conld
properly bring the dlscourse to suit his pur-
pose, said:

¥ By-the-by, Smith, lfI remember rightly,
I said something to you the morning I con.
ducted Mrs. Arnold up the river, aboui keepe
ing a good look-out on the enemy, and report-
ing to me only, all intelligence ‘you might
gather of any importance.” -

“You did, General ; and my reply was that
I should be very happy to serve yeu in any
way, and that you might rely on me to use
my best endeavors to this purpose.”

“True; and that you have no superiors in
this busmess, I have the word of my prede-
cessor, General Iowe, who recommended you
in the highest terms, ds a wealthy citizen, de-
voted heart and soul to the Armerican cause;
and said that you had o written permission
from him to pass the guards at all times, and
do as you might think proper, without ques-
tion or hindrance.”

‘*“General Howe go honored. me with hls
confidence,” returned Smith, prondly.. .

“I will do the same, Mr, Smith,” rejoined
Arnold. “Y should. have given you the pasa
before this; but the fact is, I have had so
much to see to since taking the-command at

| Wedt Point, that the matter was entirely

overlooked till this worning. Here is the

required paper; and thongh it confers upon

you privileges that, in these troublous times,
can be given to the very fowest number, yet I
feel cortain no act of yours will ever maka
mo regret my confidence in your integrity and
honor,”

“I trast.I may be deserving of your excels
leney’s distinguished consideration,” rejoined
Smith, as he took,the proffered paper.

¢ By-the-by, I suppose. you have no im-
portant intelligence to,communionte, mow 2,

*“None, your ezcellency ; unless ‘it be &
rumor of Sir Henry Clinton’s mtended axpe~
dition to the Chesapenke,” | : .

““Ahl yes, I have heagd something of that.”
rephed Axnold; “and I'really do not know
whether to believe it true or mot. It is all

+| important that I bave information direot from
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the city: and this brings me to an affair in
which | may require your aid.”

“Your excellency has only to command, to
_ be obeyed,” answered Smith,

“Thank you ; you see the matter isjust this:
There is 4 young man in New York, acting
a8 a épy for me, with whom it is all important
I'should have immediate communication; and
T Dave hit upon a plan by which I think it can
be effected:  This young man, whose name is
Anderson, is believed by the British to be de-
voted to their canse, and, not unlike yourself,
holds Clinton’s written permit to pass the out- |
posts.of the enemy at any and all times. - By
& letter recently received from him, I learn he
has something to communicate of the utmost
importance, and I am now on my way to meet
him, by appointment; at Dobbs’ Ferry, and
wonld Jike your company down, if it would
uot be trespassing teo much upon your time.”
" **“1 shall only'be to: happy to sccompany
you, (General.”

*Thank yon—thank you kindly, Swmith,
Really, it is so tedious going by one’s self,
with no more congeninl Epirits than a faw
ecommon boatmen, to convérse with whom is
like throwing pearls before swine. You will
n.ecompany ‘me, then

“With greet pleasure, General.”

“Then T will step into your library, write
a short note to Colonel Sheldon, and be ready
to set off in o fow minutes. By-the-by, fiiend
Bmith, suppose any thing should occur to-day
to prevent this interview, eould I ask of you,
as & great favor; that you would let me have
the use of your house for a short time, where-
in to meet my expected messenger ¥’ -

“ Certaihly, ‘General—my houge is ab your
gervice,”

- Gnuld‘gdu fiot mn.rmge fo havelyour fa.nnly

shsent? 'Dhe favt is, you see, my desr Smith, |
I wish, for'important reasons, to -have this in- | -

terview as private as possible. 'Tis trug, I am
now going.opetily: t6 meet my secret agent ;
but in- this oaise he bears & message from Sir
Henry Clinton, and this amply clonks the real
designs of both. In short; my dear Swith, to

E SPY; OR,

tain prisone'rs; but hope,ere the interview is
over, to find an opportunity to fix upon a se-
¢rel meeting, that I may be able to get the de-
sired intelligence ; and as it may be poskible
I shall require the use of your house, if you
wil} be so’ obliging as-to get your family and
most of your servants removed, I will en-
deavor, if in my power, to 1equ1te the ohhga
tion.”

“ Oertfmnly, my dear. Gener&l cert‘unlv :
shall be dones® I will take my family to th—
kill, under pretence of paying a-visit to my
relations ;- and on my return: therefrom, IJ
will eall 'at heed-quarters, and .inform your
excellency thereof.”

is arranged satisfactorily, we will retrace our
steps to the house, and prepare for our trip
down the river. I declare, it will be delight-
ful en the water to-day, and I am really cager
to be afloat, By-the-by, as to this affair, it
may be as well not to mention lt to any one—
not that there is any thmg wrong about it—
but then ‘you know, my dear-Smith, we ‘mili-
tary men always make it a point to keep oar
nmost trifling acts from the qulzzmg, vulgar,
gossiping herd.”

“1 untlerstend, -General,” replled Smith,
evidently elated at the idea that he, a mers
citigon, was thus raised so fat above the ** gos-
siping herd,” as to possess the confidenae of
so distinguished: a general. -1 understand
‘the matter, and your excellency may rely
upon the seeret being as safe with meas if ho
breast held it but your own.” ‘

The Generdl end his tool-ifor Smith was
neither more nor loss than one—now returned
to the hoiire of the latter; and being come
ducted at once to the llbrary, Arnold pro-
ceeded to write the followmg eplstle*

- Sure’s HOUSE, BELOW - STON’f
Pornm, Sept. 11, 1780, }
" 4 SB1r,~Your letter, intlosing that,of John
Anderson to you, in which: he states he-wil}
come out with an'escort to Iobbe™ Ferry; and
| be there to-day at twelve ofclock, in orderto

make' Yo my confident in this. matter,’T ex-| have the interview with m¢ of which I apcke

peot 10 meet Mz, Anderson. openly, in the
presence of othors, and .before them attempt

to you, was'received in due time; and as there
are  spme things in Anderson’s’ letter of ax

a négociation concerning the exchange of cers

equivocal natare, which I de not understand;

# Just the thing, precisely ; and now, as aIl

3 - |
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And as you say you are too unwell to.ride
down there yourself to meet him, for the pur
pose of conduveting him to your quarters, as [
requested I have concladed to attend to the
matter myself, and am so-far on my way.

Smith will accompany me. In writing to
Anderson, over the signatnre of Gusfarus, re-
questing this interview, I was obliged to be
very cireumspect, lest the missive should fall
nto the hands of the enemy, and so defent
our plans, with the most serious results to him
fo whom it was directed. I managed, how-
ever, to make him understand that'if be came
within the American lines, he would be under
your protection; and hence, I suppose, his
latter to you, of which there are parts, as I
said, particalarly those relating to an escort
end atlag, which.T de not underst wd.  How
ever,' ] will go down and attend :to the mat-
tor myself, and trust to find all right. Should
Ifail in having an interview with him to-day,
and should he come within the American oute
posts, you will send an express to me, and
allow Anderson to follow with an escort of
two or ‘three horsemen, as my wounded leg|
renders it extremely difficult, not to say pain-
ful, f>r me to ride so far as Salem. If your
health will permit, I should like you to ao-

esmpany the escort.

% When General Parsons returns from Con-
mecticut, you may show him this letter, and
explain the whole affair, so that there may not
seem any mystery about it. By complying
with these requests, you will much oblige

Yours, ete, B. ArvoLp.”
“ Cor. SHELDON.”

Having folded and sealed this letter, Gene-

‘ral Arnold dispatchied it to Salem, Colonel

‘Sheldon’s quarters-—on the east side of the
Hadson, some fifteen or twerity miles dis-
fant—and then, accompanied by Smith, went
down to hig barge, which was awaiting him,
all monoed, at the mouth of the ereek just
below. In. a fuw minutes, the harge was
floating over the glaesy waters.of Haverstraw
Bay, bearing its treacherous freight, the oars
of the boatmen glistening fn the sum like so
many bars of silver,

And here we find it proper to lnterrupt tho

thiread of our story, in order to brieflycin ni-

ele the plot of the perfidions Arnold to self
his country to the foes of human liberty,

Of ‘strong and violent prssions—haughty,
self-willed, headstrong, overbearing—with a
temper that conid, brook ne eontrol, and a.
v'mlt.y that led him to acknowledge ne supe-
rior—oombined with an intrusive ostentution,
a Javish extravaganoe, a reckléss prodigality -
—Benediot Arnold was & man - ealeulated to
make far more enemies than friends, and run
through afortune in o very shovt spaceof time,
- He was born in 1740, at Norwich, Connec-
ticut; and even in boyhood Hsplayed that
dmmg recklesgness, that obduracy of con-
science, that irritability of temper, that innate
cruelty and bratality, which so infumously dis-
tinguished him in after life, Robbing birds-
nests, and even maiming and mangling the
young birds themselves, within view of the old
ones, that his ears might be greeted with theip
cries of distress, wag one of his favorite amuse-
mentsy And what could be expected of the
man, who, as a boy, displayed such a bratal,
vicious: nature? Nor was this sll. e dg-
lighted o torment his schoolmates, by playing
dangerons tricks upon them, and then beating
them if they dared to inform on him. REven
at this age, he seemed to stand in fear of no-
thing ; and one of his feats of daring was fo
go down to an old milly not far from his fa-
ther’s res:dencu, and .while the blg water
wheel—which, in these dn.yﬂ was generally
outside and uncovered-—was going round, to
catch hold of one of its srms, and go round
with it—new susponded bigh in the air, now
wholly immersed, in water—to the great asto-
nishmentand even alarm of the by-standers.

These traits of character were rather sharp.
ened than softened by time, and consaquently,
in the army, Arngld hed few or no friends,
beyond the admirers of his rash daring and
petsonal prowess, While he held command
of the army.in Philadelphia, he gave so much

offense to the eitizons and..civil authorities,

thut complaints were made against him, and
he waa subsequently suspended and tried by
court-martinl,, The' sentence of the ecurt,.
however, .in, consjderation of the valuable ger-
vice he had rendered the .country in several
battles, was very light, the verdiot bmng thet
he shou]d recejve a reprimand from the come
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mander-in-chief, and he allowed to resume his
official duties. But Arnold chafed not a little
under this dishonor, and secratly resolved to.
be revenged on a country which he now re-
garded as very ungrateful, His worst passions
weré roused by this slight upon his dignity, to
call it by no harsher term, and be immediately
pet about carrying out’ a devilish scheme,
which he had planned in his idle moments. In
doing this, he had two ohjects—to revenge him-
gelf uwpon his enemies, and accumulate a

- good round sum to support him in his exéra-

vagance  His style of living while in Phila-
delphia was far beyond his means. He hada
large mansion, fiurnished in the most expen-
sive manner, gave balls and dinners to distin-
guished characters, and kept his coach and
four, with an array of livery servants commen-
#urate to his other follies, In consequence of
this, he contracted debfs he -could not pay,
and an appeal to Congress o liquidate them
proved abortive. In this strait, he was ready
to sell himself, body and seul, for gold. - Not
that he cared a straw about the moral obliga-
tion of his debts—bnt without new funds, he
saw that he must dlspense with new luxuries,
and this was a sore grievance,

- About this period, an event ocemrred which
opened a ready means to'the accomplishmnt
of the base project he had in view. Among
the belles of Philadelphia, was one universally
acknowledged queen. This was the youngest
daughter of Edward Shippen, afterward dis-
tinguished as .chief justice of the state of
Pennsylvania. She wasyoung, being scarcely
sighteen, beantiful, gay, attractive, accom-
plished, and ambiticus. Her father rather
favored the royal cause, and his was one of
the families that remained in Philadelphia
during the period the British held the town.
She was much'admired, courted, and flattered

~ by the British officers, “ and was & conspicu-

‘ous personage af the gorgeous festival of the
Mischianza, an entertainment given in honor
of Sir William Howe, on the oceasion of his
resigning the command of the army, and de-
parting for Europe.* Her acquaintance with
Andre whk on so familiar a footing, that she
eortesponded with hifn after the British army

'Arnold, at this time a widowm bordering
upon forty, beeame acquainted with Misa
Shippen, and was so smitten with her charms,
that he soon made Her an offer of his band;

-and she, ambitions, and dazzled by his splen-
dor, unwisely accepted it. They were shortly -

after married; and at the opening of our
story, ns the reader has seen, they had an in»

‘fant only a few weeks old,

By this alliance, Arnold was thrown among
a class of persons opposed to the rebellion, ag
they termed the war, and all their arguments,
of course, were in favor of the treason he medi-
tated. The correspondence betweon his wifa
and Andre, which he was privy to, also laid
him under new temptations, as by this means
he could make direct advances to the British
commander, with whom Andre was a great
favorite. He wrote in a disguised hand, and
over the signature of * Gustorus,” wud further
concenlad himself behind a mercantile mask,
s0 that should any one of the missives fall
into the wrong hands, it would atiract no
more notice than an ordinary business letter.

But even in this disguise, Arnold, by hia
ambiguous language, conveyed such accurate
information eoncerning Ameriean officers of

great importance, that Sir Henry Clinton, to

whom Andre showed the letters, became
deeply interested in their contents and the
unknown writer, and began to dictate the re
plies, which were ever returned, as we have
soen in a former chapter, over the mgna.ture
of “Jokn Anderson.”

Thus matters went on for & long t:me, withe
out any definite result, Arnold was anxioua
to sell his country at a price that would pay
him & fortone in British gold; but Clinton
‘did pot card to buy, unless, to use & gommon
parlance, he could ‘get his money’s worth;
and this wns not to be got in the mere person
of a treacherous genergl, No, it was not the
man he wanted ; it was what he might bring
with him ; snd a8 for a long time there was
little prospect Arnold would ever be able to
bring any thing, se the discreet British gerie-
ral held out just sufficient encourngement to
keep him corresponding, in which capacity,
under present circumstances, he was lkely
to be more useful: ko him than in any other,

+had retired to' New York,”*

" ®Bparké Lite nnd Trenson of Arnold;

At Jast Arnold solicited and obtainied the

[ —fearing that the man who was willing ty

 try, might take it into his head to prove treach-

i also to bLlind the cyes of any who might wafch
| his movements, informed Colunecl Sheldon,
B who commanded the. American outposts on
| tho east side of the Hudson, thab he expected
o secret agent from New.York, who -would

: & the American posts, he must be conducted to
8 Sheldon’s own qunrters at Salem, and an

| Suspecting 10thing sinjster, Sheldon promised
3
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sommand of West Point ; and no sooner was
this effected, than the overture of the traitor

sasumed an importance, a magnitude, in ths
eyes of Shh Henry Clinton, commensurate to|

the result to the royai cause in the betrayal

of the stronghold of an enemy into his hands |

~—a stronghold, in fact, which at this time was

o key to the possession of the'country—and’

ho directed Andre to hold eut such mysterious
Indacements as would hasten the negocmtlon
to the desired cr 1913.

1t was not pomtwely known to Clmton or
Andre, that Arnold and Gustavus were one
sud the same; but thele wag strong circums-
stantial évidence of such being the fact, and
they of course acted upon this supposition. It
was -necessary, however, to make the matter
sertain, and also to conclude a definite bar-
grin, and this could only be effected by a per-
fongl interview. Tor this interview, Arnold
was as eager as Clinton ; and thére was no
one who counld act as a substitute for the chief
himself 8¢ properly as Andre, who had all
wlong been the correspondent on the British
side, and consequently knew every thing con-
neeted with the transaction from first.to last,
Arnold even hinted that Andre should besent
to his head-quarters, and there, under the dis-
guise of o persan devoted to American inter-
ests, make an arrangement satisfactory to both
parties ; but this proposition Clinten declined

play the infamous part of a traitor to his coun-

erous to those with-whom he was dealing.
He finally consented that Andre should meet
him on the Neutral Ground, and preparations
to carry out this plan were accordingly made.
Arnold, to insure the suceess 5f his plot, and

bring him a full report of the plans of the
enemy, and thatif sueh o person came within

expross be immediat, ly sent to Robmsons
house, where the Guncrn.l himself resided.

compliance with the General’s request ; and
Arnold immediagely wrote to -Andre, inform-
ing him of the arrangement, On. receiving
this letter, Andre at once wrote as follows to
Colonel Sheldon: -

“ New Yorg, Sept. 7, 1780,
“8tr,—I am told niy namie is made known
tg you, and that I may hope your mdu!genca
in permitting me to meet a friend near your
outposts. ‘T will endeavor to obtain permis-
gion to go out, with a flag, which will be sent
to Dobbs” Ferry on Monday next, the 11th
instant, at twelve o’clock, where I shall be
happy to meet Mr. G——. - Should I not be
allowed to go, the officer who is to command
the escort, between whom and myself no
distinetion need by made, san =neak on the
affair. Lot me entreat you, ‘sir, t. favor a
matter so interesting to the parties concerned,
and which is of so private a nature, that the
public on neither side can be injured by it.
“With all due respect, I have the honer
to be
“Your most ob’t. and humble servang,
“ JorN Anm:usoN
“To CoLoNEL SHELDON.”

This epistle proved an enigma to Colonel
Sheldon, who had .nevar before heard of the
name of the writer: but supposing it to comp
from the person to whom Gederal Arnold had
olluded as hLis secret agent, he inclosed it in
one of his own to the General, agking an ex-
planation of the language concerning the flag
and escort, and eaying he was himself too
unwell to ride as far 0s Dobbs’ Ferry by.the
time appointed, and hoped the General would
either attend to it himself, of employ some
other trusty mossenger,

- The zeply of Arnold, written at Sml&h’

houss, the reader-has slready seen, Xven he
wad at loss to explain the ambiguaus language
of Andre; but.it was enough for his purpose
to know tiet Andre was to be at.Dobbs’ Ferry
at’such a time, and be was resolved to meat

“him ot all hazards, Knowing that his progresa

down the river would be observed, he pakin
tha clause respecting having his letter shown
to Gengral Parsona—who was dally expacted
on. from Connectiaut to take sommand of

body. of t,toops in- the vicinity of Elheldcmu3
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quurters—in order that, should any suspicion
be entertaingd of his movement, this might
be bronght forward ns an incontestible pruof
of his innocent franknesa,

As by this digression we have made ‘the
reader avquainted with the genaral outline of
Arnold’s maneuvers, for the completion of
his treasongble projects, we shall now return
to the Genenl himself, and follow him down

the river to the place of his intended meeting |

with Andre

_ CHAPTER VIIL
A DANGEROUS MISTAKE, h

Tuz day, as'we have said, was truly de-
dghtful, with 2 soft south, hreeze, that stole
up. the ba.y, bea.rmg on, its invisible wings
the aweot incense of foresb and plain, over
Wlnch it hod pasaed in lght dalliance. The
scene Was one fully eplenlated to make an
impression on any mind more susceptible to
the beautiful than that of the plotting traitor.
A broad gln.ssy sheet of water spread out its
smooth surface to the bright sun, envirened
by hills, some of which rose majestically
above its trauquil bosors, elothed with a
forest whose folinge presented the variegated
hues of early antumn, and whose inverted
summitscould be seen far down the silent
depths of the flowing river, along its shadowy
margin, To the right, peeping' out from
among the hills, was visible the little hamlet
of Haverstraw, with the flag of freedom

. floating n.hove it, and spreading its starry
£olds to the gentle breeze. Behind were the
fortifications of Verplank’s and Stony Point,
apparently resting wupon the  water, with
the same glortous “banners of liberty gently
waving over parapet -and bastien. Near the
furtress of Verplank’s Poirit, upon the sidé
of the hiil, a few.white tents dotted the dark
background; with soldiers sauntering: about
among them; adding lifé to & portion of the
seone, and i mureasmg the plcturesqua benuty
of tha whole. - :

-.All these charms of scenery were not with-
gut their effeot- apon Smith, as, ‘with long-
mensured strokes; the hardy boatmen made

the gay barge skim over the bright waters,

which rippled under her prow that pleasing |

sound s soothing to the ear; nnd in such
harmonfous keeping with the defighted vision,
For some time no one spoke; Smith wag
buasy drinking’ in the surrrounding beauties
of flood*and field, Arnold with ‘durk thoughts
of his own, and the boatmen stood too much
in awe of their stern master fo vénture »
remark of any kirid in his presence.

At length 8mith broke the silence.

¢ Do you know, General,” he sdid, #I think
this bay a sort of kaleldoscope [

“Eh!” returned Arnold, starting from a
deep reverie, and looking hurrledly around,
“Eh! why'so?”

““Because, come on it ag often as I will, it
always assumes new beauties; and the charm
it presents this morning, methinks I have
never geen equalled.”

“Yery fine, very fing,” replied Arnold, in
the same tone of indifferent” aequiescence i
would have praizsed a garden pateh. [ said
the ride wonld ‘be delightful. An excellent
place for ﬁshmg here, [ should judge.”

0, very,” returned Smith, somewhat iron
ioally, fising his' gaze upon the Tittle village
of Haverstraw, where a few loiterers wers
seen on the high bank, watching the pfogress
of the General’s barge down the river.

“Yonder, to the right, is a' finelooking
mountain,” resamed Arnold; “has it a
name : ) ’

% Yes, your excellency, it is ealled Long
Clove.”

“Hum? another Dntch appe]latvw, 1 sup
pose P

“ Donbtless.”

- Thé econtversation dropped here, and save an
occ'wmnal eommon-p]ace expreasion, nothmg
more wag seid, i1l the party had passed ‘th
Long Clove on the right, and Telter's Poim
on the left, where the river suddenly eoiitracts

to about its usnal widﬁh, and thin assuddenly 358

exfiands into another broad sheet of some
ten miles in extent, known as T‘lppan Bay,
whlch with its beautiful, romantic, and majes-
tie scenery ‘on either hand, may not inappro-

priately be likened to 4 large mirror setin o o8

beavy-cirved frame. - At the farther end of
this bay, where the Hudson again narrows to
its regulat' channe), the traveled reute from
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Takppan to White Plains crossed the river, and
this erossing was known as Dobbs” Ferry.

“Ah! here we are, in sight of cur destina-
tion,”! exclaimed Arnold, with an ‘unusual
degree of animation; and as he spoke he
opened a small telescope he earried with him,
and broughi it to his eye. After locking
through it a short time, he resumed: “There
is a sloop-of-war, if I mistake not, lying at
anchor about two miles below the ferry. I
can not divine for what purpose she is there.”

“Perhaps she brings you freight, General,”
suggested Smith,

“That may be; but why stop so far down?”

“For a good reasom, perhaps,” answered
Smith, *She may not care to be in too close
proximity to those white tents which det the
west hank of the ferry,”

“But she should carry a flag of truce, and
that, of course, wonld protect her.”’. !

It may be she has other business up here,”
suggested Smith again.

“ Ah! that is true—it must be so—for if she
brings the persons seeking an interview with
e, 1 am sure, if they come with honorable
intentions, they need have no fear to come
even into the American camp.. We are not
such barbarians ag to forget what is due even
to our enemies, when they see proper to ap-
proach us in the peaceable form prescribed by
the law of nations. I declare, it makes my
blood beil to think of the insults heaped upon
wv in every way, hy these overfed, arrogant,
bull-dog red-coats; and when I get into a
fight with them, I always make it a point to
wipe off old scores—at least I have some
satisfaction in letting out the heart's blood
of & few of old -halferacked King George’s
minions,. Ithas been a long while now since I
have been able to rest well of nights, just
because this orippled leg ties me down to in-

activity’; but I trust the time will soon come,

when & little more blood-letting will allay the
fidgets, and give me sounder sleep.” :
« As Arnold, said this, his eyes flashed, his
Yeatures flushed, and he must have heen keen
of ;penetration indeed, who could have pro-
nounced this assumed mdlgnn.twn other than
real,.

“Well,” said Smlth in reply, “in the ﬁrat
pla.ce, ag regards this vessel,' you are not

sure, General, that she has comd up on the
business that interests you ; and in the sesond
place, allowing that she has, it is tco early
for the appointment; and unlesa the business
can be transacted by another as well as your
excellency, it would be as proper for her t.o
wait below for the present.”

“Right, Bmith—you are right—I did not
think of that, Twelve o’clock is the time set
for the meeting, and it is now hardly ten. I
thank you for the suggestion. Row, men,

row—we must be at Dubbs’ Ferry in two

hours, and it is good ten miles,”

The men renewed their exertions, and the
barge sprang over the glassy waters. Arnold
threw himself back'in a reclining attitude,
and became lost in reverie; while Smith,
taking up the glass, amused himself in look-
ing hhrough it &t the different Db_]ects both on
land and water, :

As the party drew near Dobbs’ Ferry, the
shrill notes of a fife, and the roll of the drum,
came borne across the water from the Ameri-
can encampment on the right, where a clus-
ter.of white tents, retreating in military order
behind the hills that lined the shore, céuld be
seen, with here ‘and there a company marche
ing to and fro, their plumes waving, and arms
glittering in the sun like bars of polished
steel, * On hearing the music, Arnold arose
from his recumbent position, and looked long
and steadily toward the western shore, during
which time & closs observer might have seen

a shade of uneasiness cross his sinister fea~

tures.. This encampment was the head quar-
ters of Washington ;- and knowing himself &
traitor, he feared lest some unforeseen circum-
stance might expose his guilty design, ere it
were brought to a consummation.

“Now, then, for the eastern shore,” ho
said, when about half & mile above the ferry:
“I think I will land on that side of the river,”

In a fow minutes his barge drew near some
half a dozen British gun-boats, which were
stationed in that part of the stream to inter-
cept communications, and ot.hermse annoy
their foes in every possible manner. Every
thing wené well, till the treacherous general
-yhad ot within some. two hundred: yards of
the nearest craft, when guddenly Smith ex-.
claimed: T '
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“{enecral Arnold, what means the unusual
‘commniotion on that boat?. Seel the men are
runuing to and fro across the deck, and seem
to be making preparations to attack us. There
is an oficer looking at us through a glass, who
seems also to be giving orders to his men.”

* 0, merely curiosity,” returncd Arnold;
but the words had scarcely passed his lips,
when a bright flash was seen from the deck,
and a eannon-ball came whizzing over his
bead, followed by the booming sound of a
piece of ordnance.

“D—n—nl” eried the General, starting up |

in rage, “Do the infornal scoundrels intend
to murder us in cold blood? Hal there they
go again’’ be continued, as another bright
flash was seen, and two balls ‘came in close
proximity, one cutting across the stern of the
barge, and, the other striking the water a few
feet short of the mark at which it was aimed.
“By heaveng! I wish I were near enough to
cut a fow of their cursed thronts.”
. % Beel” cried Smith in alarm, *they are
making preparations to everhaul ua, and the
other bonts are” no longer idle spectators.
There! they open their cannonades;” and as
ke spoke; three more flashes were geen on
board as many of the other bodts, and three
more bolls camegvhizzing through the air, one
of them actually passing between the spauker
sud Arnold, the latter of whom ground his
testh in rage, and uttered a horrid oath,

At the same moment a small boat was
lowered from the nearest gun-boat, into
which sprang some half 2 dozen armed men,
who, eneh sefzing an oar, began to row di-
rectly toward our party. :

“By —1” exclaimed Arnold, #they do
intend to capture us, and no mistake, This
must not be. - All together, men, and pull,
pull for your lives! for if taken, a stout rope
or o British prison will be your doom. Give

way, lads—give way! and if you beat them,
wou shall have 2 gallon of rum each.”

The Goneral might kave spared this tempt-
ing offer to men whose every nerve would be

, strained to avoid the horrors he had just set
forth, and who, .consequently, would not be
lLikely to increase their efforts for life, for the
sdditional luxury of a gallon of rum. They
greaped their oars with that look of savage

sternness, s¢ frequently seen on the. fuges of
the lower class in a moment of extrerne peril,
and fairly bent them with their Havculean
strength, ns they drew them home with long,
regutar, but rapid sweeps, every stroke alinost
lifting the harge from the water, and sending
it skimming over the surface, with a veloeity
one would hnve hardly thought possible for it
to attain by such mesns, For a while the
gun-boats kept up a regular cannonade—their
shot fulling all around our adventarcas, and,
as fate would have it, leaving the bavge and
those it contained untouched—but as soon as
the pursuing party had gnt (ar enough away
to render their firing perilous to them, ik
ceased, and then the danger to the purcued
lay only in the event of being overtaken,

“Pull away, men] pull away!” eried Ar-
nold, a good deal exeited. * Pull away nnow,
all together I—by ——1 the foe is gaining on
us. 0O, the —— scoundrels! if I only had a
swivel here to pepper them! Eternal curies
on them for a set of blockheads! There, 10w,
give way! give way! thot was-nobly done;
how the oars bend; we shall escape thera
vei! only hold out a little longer! Seel we
are rapidly gaining the western shore. The
— bull-dog tgnoramuses—not to know any
better ithan this! O, ['ll teach them—-only
hold out a little longer, noble lads ;” and thus
alternately urging forward and encouraging
his own men, and cursing his putsuers for
every thing niean and base, Arnold econtinued
for some fifteen minutes, by whach time the
small boat was within fifty yurds of the bargs,
and the latter some guartor a mile yet from
a point of safoty.

“We are lost]” exclalmed Smith, as he
looked on the sinking and fainting boatmen,
down whose hard, weather-heaten features the
sweat was rolling in ‘streams, without a rag
upon their bodies from which a child might
not have wrung water. * See, they can not

'| hold ont, and our pursuers are gaining on us

faster than ever! General, we must take the
oars ourdelves I’ :
“I’1l be if'I do!” roared Amol@; “l
will lay to and fight them fizst, Pve got twe
pistols end & sword with me, and 'l have
satibfaction out of some ol tise cursed red-coated

| seoundrelat Hal soe! wo aee saved, if wo ca

@ Celachment of artillery, with two field-pieces,
PR frcm onc of which the smoke was just elear-
58 (nz awny, while along the barrel of the other
9 au officer was glancing. The next moment
&) be siepped back, the matsh was applied, s
ME bright flash was seen, and as a heavy volume

 of sinoke rotled toward the hoats on the river,

| the small boat, and, glancing, prssed between
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oniy hold out five minutes longer” and he

pointed to the shore down the river, near the
ferry, where two Ameriean gun-hoats were
geen to spread sail, and stand out ‘toward
him. “Come on, you thieving scoun-
drels " he now yelled to his pursuers, exult-
ingly. * Come on, I say, and catch a tartar.”

For o few minntes the pursuers seemed to
renew their exertions, as if aware the fugi-

tives were on the point of eseaping them. They |

now gained rapidly upon the General’s harge,
aud there was every prospect that the latter
would be captured ere the succoring gun-
bonts could get near enough to afford any
proteetion.

The distance had been lessened to about
twenty-five yards between the amall boat and
barge, when the boatmen of the latter simu}-
taneously rested on their oars, and declared
thewnselves unable to pull ‘another stroke,

“Then-: by ! we must fight!” roared
the General, uttering a blaspehmous vath; and
standing up in the stern of his boat, he drew
his pismls, and -holding ene in each hand, |
pointed them at his pursuers, who were now
rapidly coming within pistol-shot.

** Burrender.)” cried the officer in command
of the small boat, & heavy-bearded, bronze-
fentured, SBampson-like fellow. * Surrender,
or you, we will give you no quarter.”

Arnold answered by discharging one of his
pistols at the speaker, the ball of which passed
within an inch of his head-—so near, in faot,
that its whizzing caused bim to incline his
head one side. And this trivial mqvement
saved his life; for at the inatant he dodged his
head, a siz-pound shot brushed his ear, and
immediately the heavy boom of a eannon
rolled aerass the water, "The pursuers drop-
ped their oars, and hoth parties turned with
surprise to. the shore, where they beheld a

8 hal struck the water about two feet short of

their faces, followed by the same heavy bosm-
ing roar.

Instantly the order was given to put about
and row back. The men ohayed with ala-
crity; and a minute or two later, more than
a hundred yards divided the pursuers and
pursued. . .

* There they go, the —— prowling, foreign
thieves I” growled Arnold. ‘

“ A Tucky escape!” said Smith, drawing a
long breath of relief:

“Ay, lucky for them,” wag the General’s
response. '

‘Pho bargemen now resuiod their oars, and
in & few minutes the General and Smith were
landed on the west side of the river; the
gun-boats put back to their former station,
and the artillery, after firing one or two more
unsuceessful shots at the retreating foe, retived
from their pasition on the hilk.

As Arnold stepped upon the bank, a young,
athletic, noble-looking officer, with fine, regu-
 lar, handsome features, a clear hazel eye, and
an appearance both prepossessing and com-
manding, approached him, and making the
military salute, said;:

I trust yon'are not injured, General.”

““No, thanks to timely assistance, and the
cowardice of our pursuers, Am I indebted
to you for this cscape, Captain. Milford 27,
“Only partially. I wag waiting here for
an escort to take me across, when I chanced
to eepy your predicament, and immediately
communicated the intelligence to Major Hol-
toni, who ordered a detachment of artillery tc
takse s gouple of six-pounders up the hill to
your relief.” '

“I am deeply obliged to both Major Hol
ton and yourself,” returned Arnold blandly.
*You say you are waiting here for an escort
to.take you across.  You are still with Colonel
Sheldon’s detachment of cavalry, then, on the
opposite gide "

“T am, General,”

“ Where are you quartered

“ At‘Norhheastle.’.’ .

“May I inguire what brought you here P
“I was sent by Lieutenant Colonel Jame
son, who commands the detachment at North-
eastle, to Colonel Sheldon at Salemy, with a

& couple of the boatmen, dashing the spray in

verbal message concerning some recont depre-
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dations of the Cow Boys and Skinners; and
Colonel Sheldon, on receiving the message,
requested me to he the bearer of a letter from
him to General Washington.”

On hearing this, Arnold aibehtly started,
and turned a little pale; but quickly recovered
his self-possession, without his emotion being
noticed by the other, and in & tone of assumed
indifference, replied:

“ Ah! a letter to General Washington, eh?.
Have you any idea of the nature of its con-
tents

* [ have not, sir.” !

“You delivered it, of course?” '

“T left it with Lord Stirling, as General
Washington and aids are absent.”

“ Absent " repeated Arnold, feeling grea.t]y
relieved at this intelligence, * Do you know
whither he has gone "

“T do not, sir—I did not inquire.”

~ “Hum! hum! I am sorry, os I wished to
see him ere my return,” Then after a panse:
“ Where did you eross the River 1

“ At King’s Ferry”

“And intend to retutn by Dobbs’ Ferry?”

“ Ay, air, as soon as the escort is ready.”

“ A word with you aside;” and stepping

" out of earshot of Smith and the boatmen, Ar-
nold continued : ‘* I suppose, Captain Milford,
you ave kept rather busy on the outposts at
present ¥ .

* *“Why, yes, sir—what with an occasional
skirmish with the Cow Boys, now and then
administering a flogging to the Skinners, over-
hoauling travelers, catching spies, and keeping
close wateh upon the movements of the enemy
generally, we have little time to be idle.”

“Well, what I wish to say, is,”” pursued Ar-
neld, in a very bland tone, “Iam expecting 2
young man to come up from New York, who
will bring me intelligence of the secrct plans
cf the enemy ; and should you chanee to fall
i with him, you will at onee conduct him to
Colonel Sheldon’s quarters, who already has
my instructions concerning him.”

“Ts his name Anderson 3

“ It s>

“Then I have already received similar
orders from Colonel Sheldon himself.”

ALY well, yes; then it is all correct.”

" At this moment a voice called Captain Mil-

ford, and looking up the steep bank that here
arose above them, the General and Captain
ospied an orderly sergeant standing on the
brow of the hill.

 What is it, Champe ?” inquired the young
Captain,

“The escort is ready.”

“Ah! then I must go,” satd Milford.
“ Adieu, General;” and turning away, he
sprang up the hill with great agility.

“Present my warmest regards to Colonel
Jameszon and Major Tallmage,” Arneld called
after him,

I will do so, General,” was the reply of the
young officer, as he gmned the brow of the
eminence and disappeared.

Arpold, accompanied by Smith, now went
down to the ferry, where he passed the duy in;

waiting for an interview with Andre. Whether
the latter was on the opposite side or net, he
did not know ; but the parties did not meet,
Arnold ¢hafed and swore a good deal to him-
self at the blunder of the guard-boats, and was

altogether in a very untamiable mood at his

signal failure. Why he had been fired upon,
when his presence was expected by the enemy,
sorely puzzled him ; but he thought it proba-
ble that the withdrawal of the guard-boats had
been either overlooked by those who knew of
his coming, or that it was supposed he would
approach with a flag, which, for many good
reasons, he did not think proper to do.

As night drew near, with no appearance of
Andre, the General went into the ferry-house,
and procuring pen, ink, and paper, wrote &
letter to General Washington, which he sent
to Lord Stirling’s quarters by one of the boat-
men. This letter, after expressing the regrof
of the writer that the commander-in-chief was
absent, went on to state some important mat
ters concerning his command at West Point,

and inecidentally, as it were, mentioned that

he, Arnold, * had come down the river to that
place, in order to establish signals, which were
to be observed in case the enemy ascended
the river; and also to give additional directions
respocting the guard-hoats, and to have &

beacon fixed on a hill about five miles below B3

King’s Ferry, which would ke necessqry ta
alarm the country.

Having written this to lull any suspicion §

.

which might by chanee be raised in regard to
his prescnee at that time in that quarter, Ar-
nold felt more secure; and waiting at the
ferry till after sunset, he went up the river in
the night, landed Smith near his.own munsion,
and continued on to his head-quarters at Ro-
binson's house, which he reached a little be-
fore daylight on the following morning,

CHAPTER IX.

THE WAGER.

" Tue plan of our story now reguives us to
return to Captain Milford, whom we left on
the point of departing from the American en-
ca.mpment for his gquarters, at Northcast.lu,
some fifteon or twenty miles distant, bnck in
the country, on the npposwe or eastern’ side of
the Hudson. The escort' hefore referved to
was composed of ten stlonp, robust dmfroons,
commanded by Sergeant Chamipe, the same
who had called Mllford while conversing with
Arnold. As the Sergeant will figure somewhat
conspicuously in our narrative, it m'ly not be
improper here to give a passing deséription of
his personal appearance.

In stature he was_ahout six feet, and his

-broad, massive chost, and large, brawny, mus-

cular limbs, gave evidence of a man of very
guperior strength. His countenance wis in
keeping with the rest of his person, and in its

genetal expression was grave, thought.ful and’

even<aciturn. e had a large Roman nose,
thin, eompressed lips, ungular choeks, rather
prominent cheek-bones, ecol gray eyes, stern
and penetrating, and a high, broad, intellec-
tual forehead, which, projecting just over the
eyes, indieated great pmceptwehcultms You
could see at a glance that ho was o man of
stern integrity, invineible courage, ‘and inflex-
ible perseverance—one who would shyink
from no responsibility, if once eonvinced he
was aeting honorably, but ene who eould not
be bribed to do'a mean or dishonorable action,
Hie Lair was sandy, and his skin was' natu-
rolly of that fair, soft, effeminate texture per-
taining to individuals of this class; but eon-

. uta.nt exposure to all kinds of weather had

nhade it. rough, and, given it a peculiar red
liae sometimes piroduced by holding one’s
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hands in very hot water. o was appareatly
about thirty years of age, and had a rather
thin sandy beard wliich - he kept 2losely
sliaved.

‘As Serpeant Champe rode along by the
side of Captain Milford, the contrast between
these two officers wis somewhat striking, The
Intier, as wo bave dlrendy ‘said, was a weil
formed athletié man, He was not bony, and
not 8o muscular as his companion ; but still he
wag not mueh his inferiof in strength, and cer-
tainly his superior in agitity, whlch doubtless,

‘as an antagonist, would have given him the

advantage in any strugele where mere animal
force was not ahsolutely necessary. He was
nearly six. feet in height; straight 4s un drrow,
and built very compact and solid, every por-
tion of his frame and limbs being well knit
together, Iis countenance was open, imelli-
gent and imanly, with fine, régular, handsome
features, and a full, clear hazel eye, which
would reflect every émotion of its owner—be-
ing soft and mild with sympathy, languid with

.love,‘ sparkling with wit and mirth, and. flash

ing with anger, 'In ths vound, well-terned

. chin, full, handsome lips, dilating nostrils; and *

clear, open hrow, were expressed decision and
firmriess withont unidue severity, voluptuous-
ness without sensuality, pride without haughti-
ness,. and intelligence Swithout conceit. In
short you could ses at a glance that he was
“gvery inch a man,” possessing & noble soul,
full of lofty, generous thoughts,-where the
baser passions held no pluce, Brave, resolutd,
and energetw. he had ‘the confdende’ of his
superiors, and was already looked upon as a

'suitable personege fo¥' promotion, when a

proper vacaney should occur in the éorps in
which he served. His complésion tas dark,
with dark-brown hair, and’ his skin ‘was
browned. by. exposare, but had nore of that
reddish tinge which so peculmrly marked his
companion, Iis age was about twenty-five,

"Captain Milford and his escort crosséd the
feyry withont molestation, and took the road
leading to White Plains, where it was th(mghh
probable He would fall in- with gomé of "his
eorps, and he able to dispense with the dra-
goons, ‘who had ordera to return as soon as
they should see him to a pomt of safety. The
road to White Plains lay over an uneven




hilly surface, only partially cleared, with here
and there a deserted farm-house, or the ruing
of one, a3 landmarks of the plundering devas-
tation which had swept over the country, The
party was now on the Neutral Ground, of
which we have before had oceasion to speak,

and every-where the horrors of war were visi-

ble. Farms which a fow years since bad been
under the cultivation of the industrious hus-
bandman-—with horses, eattle, kine, and sheep
‘roaming over their verdant fields—now ap-
peared gloomily desolate, with tall rank weeds
oceupying the former place of the golden
barvest, and broken down fences every-where
bespeaking neglect and decay.

Asthe party rode along, silent and thought-
ful, Captain Milford and his companion gazed
around upon the cheerless scene, without ut-
tering a word, fill at length the former, in a
tone of some despondency, partly addressing
hig companion, and partly cxpressing his
théughts in soliloquy, said.:

“Oh! when will this desolation ceaﬁe'?—
when will these deserted dwelImrrs aga.m be-

hold their rightful tenants. ?—when will these

black ruins give place ko cheerful homes?—
these farms, that now run to waste;'feel the
pruning hand of the industrious yeoman ?—
and under what ba.nner of sovemlgnty will
this much-needed ch:mge be effected [

“When the proud eagle floats the stars and
stripes above the tri-colorod cross of St.
George, will all thege things be,” calmly re-
plied Champe. ’

“ Do you think, my fuand there is such a
b]essmﬂ in store for us?”’ inguired M_llfurd

“Can you doubt it;?” interrogafively an-
swered the other. y

* Heaven knows I would not—but I ean not
help thinking that at present our proqpects
are rather gloomy.”

#What! with a noble French force em-
ba1ked in our cause ?”

“ Ay, Champe, even, with thls for as yet
ne Junctlon between the two armies has been
effected ; and the news of Gates' defeat in the
south, and the recent arrival Of Sir George
Rodney’s fleet at New York, will, I fear, fally
counterbalance the elation felt by the country
on lmrnmt’ that Frange is with us in our un-
equa_llsf,r.ug le, amd le:we us in a state of' mmd

‘
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seareely. mo.re. sanguing than before thw |

event.”

“ ¢ Nl desperandum de Republica, is my :

motto,”” returned Champe, sententicusly.
“ And 8o it'is mine, 28 o general thing,” re.

turned Milford, coloring at this well-conveyed [

reproof; “but my fears for suceess sometimen
subject nie to feelings of despondeney; and
the seene upon which we are gazing, and the
train of thoughs associated with it, has been
productive of an effcet to whichk I strive to
be a8 much a stranger as possible. When a
matter Inys go near the heart as the suecess or

failure of our arms does mine, I bardly think |

the best of ws can be blamed for having our
fears of the result, Sergeant.”

“ Do nlqtkund‘erstand, Captain Milford, that [

I blame you for your fears,” rep]md Champe
* for Heaven knows it is a trying crisis in ous
history; but if we make our doubts a public

topie, the disaffected will have an opportunity i

to enlarge upon them, prognosticate therefrom

certain suceess to the royal eause, and thereby |

canse the d:aheartened and timid to shrink
from lending us their countenance and sup-
port. No, no; whatever we may think, feel,
or fear, Captain Milford, we must make an
ogtward show of unbounded confidence in our
own resources ; for as the chamelecn takes the
hue of whatever ob‘]ec,i: supports it, so the
eammon soldier arpuos triumph or defoat from
the assuranee or indeeision of those who com-
mand him.”

“Right, Charpe,” returned the Capmm,
warmly; ¢ youare ughb and I thank you for
the timely caution; for though I have never
given expression to my thoughts or feelings
before any of my men, yet there is no know-
ing what T might have done in an unguarded
moment. But enfre nous, Sergeant Champe,
what is your own private opinion as to the re-
sult of this contest 2”7

¢ That we shall ultimately triumph.”

Do you really think so, my friend 2 -

«I do, Youand I, Captain, may not live
to ses it; bui as certnin as that there iz a just
God in heaven, so surely do I helieve thé
reign of monarchy is at an end on this soil al-
ready hallowed by the blood of patriots fight-
itig for freedom. ‘Look around ‘you, and e
hold the facts on which I found this prophe y!
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You see these houses in ruins, or falling to de-
cay; you see these once peaceful and happy
homes deserted ; and where are the tenants,

. the rightful owners of the soil, whom we are
koo weak to protect? Go search the army

Zist, and you will find the names of nearly one
half of those capable of bearing arma enrolled
therevn, When men freely sacrifice home,
wealth, ay 1 all domestic comforts, and, taking

the hard fare of the unpaid, half-starved, com- |

mon soldier, periling their lives in the cause
of their country against a well-fod, well-paid,
well-diseiplined army, with cvery inducement
held out to them to desett and retarn to their
st-called allegiance, what chance has his Ma-
Jjeaty of ever finding faithful subjects in such
citizens? Iis overwhelming host of minions

may succeed in crushing them for' atime ; but

like the falled Hydra, for every hoad decapi-
tated s new one will grow upon the old trunk,
and they will ba fairly represented in their
posterity.” -
. Champe spoke with an enthusiasm almost
foreign to his nuture; for, us o general thing,
hewas a man of action rather than words,
and at all times calm, cool, and self-collected ;
but this .only showed how near his v:ﬂiant
heart lay the subject which the Captain had
Iutroduced. ¥lis own enthusiasm sroused that
of his more excitable companion ; and the mo-
ment he had concluded Captain Milford ex-
claimed, at the same time exbendmg him his
hand :
. “8ergeant Champe, henceforth connt me
smong your warmest friends. O, would that
our army were composed entirely of such men
ag you! thers would indeed then be no cause
to fear the result of our struggle, The:chi-
valrous blood: of old Virginia runs in your
veins; I am a native of New England; but
though there may in some minds exist o pre=
Jjudice between the descendant of a Cavelier
and o Puritan, yet T trust no such simple acei-
dent of birth may ever he cause to weaken the
warm friendship I now pledge you.”

“Rest assured, Captain Milford, no such -
fling matter will ever have any weightwithme,
No matter where born, nor of what paretitape;
I feel that wo arg brothers, embarked in-g no-
ble caiise, and on’ my part no effort shall be
wantin g to! ﬁreserve the fraternal and fiendly

tie. Nay,more, Captain; I acknowledge I feel
honored by being allowed to distinguish you
from the many, by the term you have just
proposed ; and though not a man given to
flattery, I beg leave to say iu return, that no
officer of your years and rank stands higher
in the army, on the score of cournge and
ability, than yourself”

This anequivecal compliment, coming from
one-of Champe’s woll-known integrity, eaused
a glow of pride to mantle the handsome fea-
tures of the gallant Captain; but he insb:mtly
gaid; with a gay langh: .

“I ery you quits, Sergeant, ero my va.mty
has an opportunity to get the better of' my
judgment.”

The party now aseended a steep bill, whlch
commanded an extensive view ; but there was
little ir the gloomy aspect of the country to
put one of a contemplative turn of mind in a
cheerful mood. The land was still uneven and
hilly, with the exception of a fertile plain,
which stretched away from the base of the
eminence for the distanes of about half a miie,
the farther portion of it bounded by a little
rivalet, which wound a.round the foot of a
ridge similar in appearance to the one from
which ¢ur party were taking their survey.
About midway of thie plain was an old,
quaint, dilapidated structure, with steep Foof,
small windows, huge chimney, and pointed:
gables, which, hefore the war, had been used .
a8 a dwelling for an honest, industrious Duteh~
man and his family. It wasnow, like most of
the houses in this quarter, untenanted, save
by an cecasional straggler, who, perchance,
belated in reaching his intended destination,
ventured to pass the night within its gleomy
walle, There were at this time no out-build-
ings belonging to it; bat here and there a
heap of black, charred rubbish, half-huried in
rank weeds, proclaimed where had been sev-
eral, ere the planderer eame with his destroy-
ing brand, Why the dwelling was preserved
boyond the general wreck, we are’ unable to
say; though it might have been too well de-
fended to permit the eowardly incendiarien to
get mear enough to fire it, without too mich
risk of their own unworthy lives; or it mighi
have been, ag'was sometimes the oase, that the
maraunders were ‘satisfiod to burn the ouk
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houses and barts, and drive off the folded cat-
tle by the light of the conflagration, What-
ever the cause of its preservaiion may have
been, matters ot to our storv; enough for our
purpose, that it stood alone, as we have de-
seaibed it, another landmark of the terrille
devastation which had swept, and was still
sweeping, over this portion of the eountry.

““ Yonder is another tenantless house,” said
Captain Milford, gazing at it from the brow of
the hill, “and there is no knowing but it once.
eontained anether argument in supporé of
your. prediction, Sergeant, in the shape of a
true patriot now in the army.”

“1 know not whom it contained,” replied
Champe, fixing his evol gray eye stoadily dpon
it; * bus if [ were given to sporting, I would
wager my horse aguinst yours, (aptain, that
it is not now tenantless.”

“Indeed, Champe,” returned the other,
“what tnduces you to think so?” ‘

“ A head, attached to a body, which just
now disappeared from ons of the windows.”

“The open window 7

Ll Yes Lid
- ¢ will not contradxct you, but I must say
I think you are mistaken ; for I was looking
straight at that when I spoke, and both hefore
and after, and I saw nothing.”

#Then I.must congratulate myself on hav-
ing the hest eyesight, Captain,” ‘

oo You really think, then, you saw & human
head 17

“ More—I know I d:d " wag the positive
rejoinder,

“Well, if you did, Champe, you doubtless
paw the head of some vagabond; and it will
afford us a little pleasant pastime to overhaul
him, and hear his Hlundering account of him-
self ; but so confident am I that you are mis-
taken, that I will wager twenty-five dollars of
Continental, scrip, against the middle button
of your coat, that you neither find & human
being m the house, nor see one lewe the
promises.”

“Done 1* gaid Champe., !* Forward, men
—Xkeep your eyes upon yonder building, and
tell me if you see ahy one leave it,"”

He spurred lis horse as he spoke, and
dashed down the hill, Captain Milford keep-

. ing-him-company, and the others following ai

o fast gallop. A few minutes’ ride broughd
the party to the old structure, when Champe
ordercd his men fo surrcund it, and throwing
himszsl{ from his horse, approached the cen-
tral door, and pushed. it back om its rusty
hinges. Milfurd also dismounted, and both to-
gether enteved a large, gloomy-looking aparts
ment, with low ceiling, and a fireplace of suf-
ficient dimensions to consume ot [east a halfe
cord of wood at a time.

“Our friends at once conlmemed a search
for the oceugpant, if such there were; and aft
ter carcfully examining the fivsh apartment,

they proceeded to the next, and from that to

the next, and so on through the whole house,
peeping into every nook and eorner, and even
crawling alongunder the steep roof, and foel

ing with their hands cloge to the eaves, where
it-was too dark to see. But so far nothing but.
dirt and cobwebs rewarded them for their

trouble; and when at last eyery room in the

house had heen brought under their inspec
tion, Captain Milford said, with a laugh:
“Well, Sergeant Champe, I shall now be

under the disagreeable necessity of calling on;

yom for that buiton. It is o pity to spoil the

looks of your coat; but then, you know, your

eyea not being quite so sharp as you sup

| posed, you may perhaps not be able to discers.

the difference.” -

% Taugh while you may, Captain,” retwrned,
the Sergeant, good-h{lmoredly ; “but 1 am
just as confident of winning now as before.”

“Indéed! why, I thoughh our search cem-
plete.”

“Yon forget the cellu.r

“"'rap enoagh—-but we shall not 'be able to
explore that without a light.””

“Then we must have a light.”

“ But where will you get 163"

“1 saw an iron stick, with a plece of c:md]e
in it, standmg on one of the shelves of the
dresser, in the first room we entered. Even
here, 1t Agems, my eyes do better service than
yours.” :

“We shall see.”

" % Of gourse we shall, returned Champo.
dmly; “ glse what were the use of our eyes in
2 wager like this?” e

The two officers vow descended a ﬂ:ght of.
old creaking stairs, to the, gr:ound floor, and

TREASON IN THE CAMP, 43

having hghted the eandle, by means of flint,
steel, and punk, ‘which Champe carried with

! him, they proceeded to explore tlhie cellar.
! The air here was impure, damp, and cold,

and the walls were covered withslime. There
wag little in it, and consequently the search

| was soon over, without discovering any body
I But themselvss,

“Well, what say you now, my fnend'?”
asked the Captain, triumplantly. ¢ What
think you of your eyes and the button ?”

“ You forget the oven,” replied the other.

“Very well, we will search the oven; but

¢ we might have done that befme coming down

here.”

Our friends aseended to thé first floor, and
proceeded to search the oven, which was
large, and built in the chimney, on one side
of the fireplace. It was empty.

“Well, what next?” asked Milford.

“The ehimney.”

““ Good faith! will you ever be satisfied >

“ Nos tifl I find the head, save the button,
and win the serip,” was the reply.

The friends approached the chimney,
lookéd up, saw the blue sky through the top,
but nothing in the shape of 4 human being,

“ Come, come, Champe,” Inughed Milford,
“T must have the button; so pray make a vir-
tue of necessity, and yield the wager. Even
you, who saw the head, must now gee that you
have lost.”

" Champemade no reply’; but taking hold of

tha huge chimney stones with his hands, and

pircing his feet on such as projected, hé
quickly ascended some ten foet, to a point
where anothef flue enteung, left 2 small epace
concealed from the view of any one below.
After remaining here a moment or two, he
carefilly deseended, and Wlthout replying to
the t;mm{phant‘ jests of his ecompanion, who
was now more importunate than ever for the
payment of the wager, he pathered wp a
handful of loose straw that was lying i one
oorner of the room, and lighting it with the
candle, threw it into the fireplace. Tle then
entered the adjoining room, did the same
thing there, and then' quietly rejoined hia
companion, withont epésking a word. '

. For some moments nothing was audible
but the erackling flame, as it greedily de-

voured its combustible food, sending up a.
huge volume of thick, black smoke; hut at
length a snuffling, sputtering sound was
heard, quickly followed by a voice in the real
nasal twang, peculiai‘ to a certain portien of
the New Englanders, whiech, in a svrt of
smothered shout, managed to artieunlate loud
enough for cur friends to hear;

“ Lot me eout! lot me eout l—murder, fire,
brimstone, thunder and lightnin’, let me zout!
and dara it to darnation, stop off your darned -
old fire and smoke! or I swow to Guinea, I'l1
jest report the hull capoodle on ye to Gineral
Washington, and have ye hung for a set 4’

prowling vagabonds and thieves! 0, hoo-oo-

'oocrh—stup-ﬁ‘——stup-ﬂ’-—ouﬂh ! Murder! fire!

let me eout I ;

The voice had proceeded thus far, ere M:I—
ford and Chamype, both convalsed with laughs
ter, could suceeed in removing the burning
straw from the two fireplaices; and then as
much more time was spent in puiting it out;
when the Sergeant, in o stern, commandmg'
tone, said :

“Come down here, you sneaking varlet,
and give -an aecount of yourself.” * Then in
an undertone to’ Milford he added: * He is
evidently a countryman of yours, Captain,
and the making of his distinguished acquainte
ance will cost you twenty-five dollnrs,”

“Well,” laughed the other, #1 can seé the
Jjoke, if I couldn’t the head. T think yom
must have stolen the eyes of a lynx, Sergeéant;
and faded them to a light gray.” .

A great snufiting, sputtering, and conghing
was now heard in the chimney, down rattled
the soot in large quantities, and down soon
came the eadse of this disturbance, and the
author of the sublimo language whlch we have
recorded as uttered in a moment'. of great
bedily fear and partial suffocation,

CHAPTER X,

A LIVE YANKEE.

Tur new-comer, thus sitigularly introduced
t0 our friends, was one of those rare speocis
mens of the. genus Romo, in giving birth to
‘which New England stands untivaled even at’
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the present day. He wastall, lank, bony, and
round-shouldered, had a long, sharp nose, and
sharp features generally, with small, keen
black eyes, that peeped out from under alow
forehead, and glanced about with a shrewd,
_ cunning, suspicious expression. Ilis hair,
somewhat between a tow-color and dirty
brown, was long, uncombed, and not only fell
around his face and neck in no very clegant
profusion, bat over his low forehead even
down to his eyes. It was impossible for our
friends to gness his age, owing to his face be-
ing literally covered with soot; but as we do
ngt need to wait for him to perform a very
" necessary ablution, we may as well state here,
that about thirty winters had passed over his
head. His dress was in keeping with his own
ungeinly person, A kind of surtout, made of
homespun cloth, served the double purpose of
cont and waisteoat. Under this was a tow-co-
lored shirt, with a flaunting bandanna tied
carelessly around his neek. Hig trowsers
were too short to reach the tops of his heavy
cowhide brogans, and as He wore no stock-
ings, there was in ¢onsequence an ample dis-
play of bony ankles. A hat, with an imwmense
bell-crown, and a rim ef an inch in width,
which eame tumbling down the chimney just
after its owner, all covered with aoot and dirt,
completed hisattire. He was, take him all in
all, a gingalar being ; and you eould hardly
- judge, by looking into his countenance, whether
to proncunce him honest or dishonest, harm-
less or dangerous, there was such a curjous
commingling of candor and duplicity, simpli-
eity and cunning, timidity and boldness, His
eyes, as we have remarked, expressed both
shrowdness and suspicion, and his sharp, in-
telligent -features showed an active mind,
either for' good or evil, A half-smile, which
lurked around the corners of h1s mouth, gave
him a lovk of easy assurance, ‘and was at the
game time of go-doubtful a nature, that one
wag ab & loss whether to attribute it to good-
humor or natural deceit, ,

Brushing the soot and dirt in some measure
from his face, hair, and eyes, and spitting it
from his mouth, he looked at the two officers
with a mingled expression of anger, fear, and
curiosity, and then said:
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wanted me to oome deown, without raising
sich an allfired smoke? Iswow! T thought
the huall dfu'ned old shanty was a.ﬁre—I did,
by thunder.”
Captain Milford, in spite of his efforts tc
look serious, burst into a hearty laugh; but
Champe, with 2 grave countenance, sternIy
demanded : '
“Who are vou and what br.sgnt you
here "
“You want to know who T be, do ye?”
was the rather insolent rejoinder.
* Answer my questions, knave, or I'll have
you tied up and flogged.”
“Wal, then, as I see you'rein *arnest about
it, Il tell ye. I'm Joshua Snipe—ginerally.
called Josh for short—all the way from the
state of Connecticut, and I was fetched here
by my legs.”

¢ And what were you doing here?”

“Darn it all, I thought you knowed that;
I was hiding up the chimbley.”

“ And why were you lndmg?”

“ 80 you wouldn’t ind me.”

you?”

“ auge you officer fellers al’ays bother a
feller 8o asking questions.”

_ “And if your pursuits and intentions were
honest why should you have any fear to be
questmned o

“Wal, I didn’t want the trouble of answer-
ing; and besides, T conldn’t tell, so fur off,
but you mlg!lt be Britishers.”

“Well, sir, answer me truly—for what
purpose are you here? and what business
have you in this part of the country 2”7

“ Why, I haint no business here at all,
and that's what troubles me; ’cause you
gea I'd like tarnal wal to git into some kind
of husiness, if so be I might make a spack
by it.  F1l jest tell ye the hull on’t, and may
be you can help me a bit. Ye see, old Snipe,

sneakmg notion arter a fight, so much so that
all the meighbors, for s great way round,
called him Fighting Saipe, Wal,
tarnel poor for n long spell arter I got to bes
youngster, and used to zo out to doys’ works

" Consam it alll why dldn’t ye say you

for Deacon Sam Peabody, a near neigh

 bor of onrn, T guess you never heerd tell on
f the deacon, nay be”

: from starving.”’

i must take yom along, and let you tel] your
“ And why were you afraid we should find 4

(8 three minutes to finish your atory in,” pur-
B sued Champe, * und so I-give you fair warn-
my dad, was as brave a chap as could he
skeered up in oumr parts, and al’ays had 2 B
[ lor marm and the deacon died, and dad got
i the deacon’s widder’s farm to halves, we' got
he was B8
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“Go on with your story, sir, and be brief.”
“Wal, he used fo go out to days’ work for
the deacon, and used to arn jest enough to
keep marm and aix children, all gals but e,

“Well, well, Mr. Snipe,” interrupted
Charnpe, “ we care nothing about this rigma-
role, Come to the point, and be as brief as
poseible, for our time is precious.”

# Darn it all, that’s jest what I m coming to,
if youw’ll leb me alone. Wal, you see, dad be
had a putty hard time on't, and we too—but
arter & while, marm ghe tuck sick and died,
and the deacon he died, and dad he got the
place to halves of the deacon's widder, and
then we got along better, only he sot me to
work, and I had to pull up like & nigger—but
we got enongh to ent, any how.”

“T gee you sre trifling with us, fellow,”
again interruptéd the Sergeant, seizing Mr.
Joshua Snipe by the collar. “Come, we

tory elsewhere,”

“1 aint a trifling with ye, I swow, by gosh
I aint!” cried the mow frightened Yankee.
“ Every word I've told ye's true as preaching,
and a darned sight truer'n some kinds of
preaching I've heerd afore now,

“But why don’t you come to the pomt?” -
B asked Captain Milford, sternly.

“I'm coming to the p’int as fast’s I ean., I
aint o woman, by a darned sight, and so I
don't see as how I"n *spected to keep up with |
one talking,” returned Josh, rather gngrily.

“You are o shrewd knave at all events,”
#0id the Sergeant, releasing his hold on thie
Yankee’s collar, and turning his head aside
to conceal o broad grin, while the Captain
lsughed cutright.” “ But you have only zot

mg ”
“Wal, as I's a-saying,” resumed Jnsh “ ar-

slong putty wal, titt the war come on, and
then dad, who hadn't had a fight for a long
epell, said he was going to Bosting to jine it,
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thing we héerd {rom him was, thab he’d been
killed at Bunker’s Hill.”

“ Ah this sounds better,” interrupted Mil-
ford. “8o your worthy father was one of the
first martyrs on the shrine of freedom.”

“Wal, T calenlate he was—least ways he
got killed in the Bunker fight, if ithat's what
you mean, Gineral.” b

“Iam only a eaptain,” smiled Milford;
“but go on with your story, for we have de-
Inyed here too long already.”

“ Wal, Capting, since yon will have it so—
but I swow you look like you oughter be a
gineral, if you aint—wal, as I’s a saying, ar
ter dad got killed, I stuck to widder Peabo-
dy’s farm like 2 tick to = sheep, till all the
gals got married off--the youngest one, Fu-
nice, went lagt March—ond then ¥ packed up
my duds, and told the deacon’s widder she
might get somebody else to farm it, for I was
Jest o gomg to tramp a bit, and see the world
for myself. . The deacon’s widder hated to let
me go like darnation, and I reckon Sal Stacy
didn’t like it nome too well; but ye see Sal
had another feller a courtin’ her, and she
thought may be she could git him, and kind
o’ gin me the sack; but I caleulated F'd be
even with her, and I shouldn’t wonder if I
wag; for jest dfore I loft, the other feller left
too, and so she’s got nobody now.”

4 Al! then here is your secret, after all,
Mr. Snipe,” returned Milford, good humor-
edly. *Disappointed in love, you thought,
like many another gallant knight, you would
drown your grief in the wild excitement of
war. Eh! is that it B
“ Wal, so’thing like that, Gmerul—ant—mg
I mean,” returned Josh, with a rather simple’
look. *“Wal, yo see, I sot off, and-tramped
abeout a good hit, till T got cléan out of

money; and then T let mynelf to ‘a farme

er throngh haying; and arter that 1 jest
thought I’d-come over here to the army, and
see how thingd looked'; and if it suited me,

T'd & notion I'd list, and t;ry ﬂghtmg a-#pell,
. jest for varioty.”

“ 8o you wish.to enlist, do you t” dema.nd-‘
ed the Sergennt. .

“Wal,' T don’t know yit, ’caurd 1 haing
seen the fellers train—artor I’ve seers ‘em

Wal, the next day be set out, and the fuss!|

train, T can tell better.” ¢ °
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- Arr, you ‘aware, Mr. Snipe, that you.are
- in a very dangerous part of the country?”
pursued Champe, I am gorprised you have
not been robbed and murdered, traveling
thus, alone, without even a passport.”

““ That’s just what I's coming at, Major,” -
. 1 am only a sergeant, sir,”

“ Ye-n-s,—I thought you looked like you,
might be & major, 80 fierce and dignified like.
Wal, Sargent, sigee you will have it so, I’s
jest a going to say I'd been robbed of every
darned thing I'm worth, but these ere elothes,
and I've been kicked and cuffed about as if I
was 2 nigger. DBut when I git to Gineral
‘Washington’s lines, I ealeulate t6 tell him the
hull story ; and if he’s the man 1 take him for,
I giress the darned seamps il wish they’d ne-
ver had nothing to do with Josh Snipe, . But
now I think on’t, I'll jest tell ye so’thing that's
® going to happen to-night—eo’thing that'll
manke your hair stand right up, I guess,”

“Well, out with it, and be quick!" said
Champe.

“ Wal, yo seo, a8 I's coming down thrm}gh
the country here, and not exactly liking the
¢haps-I meet on the road, I thought I'd take
it eross-lots, Igot robhed day befure yester-
day, and ever since I've been afeared some of.
the darned scamps would kill. me. I'll jest
up and tell ye how it was.”

. “Never mind that, now, my good fellow,”
interrnpted Mﬂfprd “but eome directly to
the point of the story you.set out with.”

_ “'Wal, ye see, arter being robbed and kioked
aboui a good deal by them ardarned thieving
scamps I's telling ye on, Ihegun to be putty
keerful how I let any body see me; and so,
for the Tast two nights, I've Blcpt out o* doors,,
in the .branches of the trees—and a putty con-,
siderable darned hard kind of a bed it was, T
tell you. Wal, Jast night I mounted = tree,
nrtgr shucking an ear of old hard corn I found
in nmean-lookmg hpuse I come by in the day-
time, and I"d jest got myself eleverly fixed for
& nap, with my back agin q biglimb, and lots
of Lranches each side to keep me from rolling
off ~I'd jest got fixed this way, I say, and was
beginning to feel right dozy, when I heerd a
lot of fellers all talking together, putty loud,

jest pa if they wag dispating about so’thing,
and gitting mad. I laid right still and lis-

tened, but couldn’t make out a darned thmi
for a good spell, though the fellers was com
ing right toward where T was all the time-
but jest as if they knowed I was in the tree
they kept lowering theéir voices all thy way
up. At last I 'heerd one on ‘em say:

‘“‘Now hush, ean’t ye, and not make sick
& darned noise about it! Spose any body '3
be a listening 2’ and then another feller said —

“‘Pshaw ! youtalk like a fool, Jack-—as if
there was any one about here to listen, at this
time of night. By Jupiter!T'd like to catch
any feller a ligtening—1"d jost cut his darned
heart out on him.’ . ‘

“T swow to Guineal I pever felt more un-
comfortable in my life, than I did when I heerd
that feller say that; and the way the sweab
rolled off o’ me, made me think o’ the fime
when I first tried to keep up with dad a mow-
ing, on Dencon Bam Peabody’s widder’s farm.
I knowed if they found me out, there’d beone
Snipe les in the world, putty tarnal soon, too;
and being as I thought a good deal of that
Snipe, I jest held right tight to the limbs, and
didn’t breathe louder "n thunder,no how, Wal,
the feliers—there wasn't less nor seven or
eight on ’em—they kept talking away, and
disputing abeont this ahd that, and "tother,
till T wished to. thunder they’d clear out and
letme go to sleep., By’m-by, one on’em says——

“¢Wal, you can, do’s you like ; but if I've
zot any thing to do or sa.y in*t, I'll have the
throats of _every.one on ’em cut, and the old
shanty burnt up with them all in it.”

“ ¢ Jomima,’ says I .to myself—*so there's
murder abeout ; and here you.be, Josh Snipe,
you good-for-nothing feller, a listening to i,
-withont daring to say your gonl’s your own.
Now,’ thinks' I, *If I could only see Gineral
Washington, and tell him all abeout™

“Well, well, cut your story short” cried
Champe, impatiently, * and come to the pomt
Who are these men?.and whem do they in
tend to pitlage and murder?” ‘

#You want o know who they be, do ye!
Wal, there you git phead of me; but they're
some darned Foamps ‘o -other, you may de-
pend upon it.  All I know consarning the
persons they’re going to attack is, that L heerd
one o’ the fellers say there was four on *em——

an old man, his wife, one son, and daughter—

i
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and that he agreed fo kill three, and take
the gal for his paing; but another foller said
he shealdn’t do that, for the. gal had got to
be killed along with the rest.”

“ And did you hear the name of this fami-
Iy 7 asked Milford, anxziously.

“ Ye-a-s, I heerd one of the fellers mention

" it—but consarn me, if it hasn’t-slipped my

mind. Letmesee? Bont—Bony—Burt $

“ Burnside.” suggested Milford,

“ Ye-n-8, that's it—-Burnside—I guess you
koow ’em, don’t ye, Capting 27

# Ay, sir, and u worthy family they are,
By heavens | they shall be protected, (o, and
these midnight assassing shall reap the reveard
due to ent-throats! “You overheard this last
mghﬁ?” .o . :

““Yes, Capting,”

“ And the attack is to be made to- mght ™

“Yes, Capting, abeout ton or twelve
0’clock.” o

*Then no time is to be lust—it is now hard
upon three. Champe, can you be spared
fram your.corps over night ?”

! T regret to say I can not, Captain. Ma-

* jor Lée gave me express orders to set out for

camp the moment ] should.see you to s point
of safety. He suid it was poasible youwpuld
find some of our corps at White Plains, in
which case he should expect to .see me before
sunset,”

“ Al thismakesitb ui 17 returned Mn]ford
musingly, “The Burnsides live ahont five

" miles below here; and. should none of my

men be. at White Plains, it will be a rather

tedious ride to Northoastle and back again, |

in time to prevent this horrible tragedy. But
prevent it I must, and will, at all hazards.
You'are not deceiving me in this matter?”
he queried, fixing on Josh a searching look.

“Wal, I caloutate Y aint, Capting,” was the
ool reply. “Why, what good d’ ye think it
‘ould do me to lie abeout it?”

“None, Mr. Snipe, unless you have a
perchant for a striped back,” was the marked
rejoinder, Co

4T don’t. know what you mean’ by pangr-
shang,” said Josh, simply ; “ but I am not any
ways curious abeoit a siriped back—for dad
ent me enough 0o’ that when I was a young-

‘“Perhaps if noné of my corps are there,”
purseed Milford, musingly, “I ean fall in
with Paulding and seme of his men, and per~
suade them to accompaty me. Go I will, at
all events, if T go alone.”

* “Andwhe isthis Paulding ?asked Champe

" A trusty fellow, and one of a brave little
band of scouts, who have done us and the
country good service, in proeuring important
intelligence from the enemy, arresting sugpi=
cious characters, and, to some considerable
extent, protecting the inhabitants around here
against the marauding bands, of Cow Boys .
.aod Skinners. .They are gener'a.lly scouting
in this quarter. or below, and it is- more than
probable'] can learn of their whereabouts as
White Plains, even if T do not find some of
the party there,. Come, we must.be on-the
mave. Champe, I will pay my wager at the -
village. Josh, you must go-with ns—you ean
ride behind one of.the troopers.”

Thus. eaying, the Captain led the way ol
of the house, mounted his horse, and in a fow

-minutes the whole party arrived at the vik

lage of White Plains, at this time containing
scarculy more than a dozen houses, As nons
of his corps had been here through the day,
Milford made inquirles, for Paulding, and
learning that he was. somewhere about the
place, he told the Sergeant he could gotalong
without him, .The two- officers then shaok
hands and parted—-Champe to return to camp,
and Milford to prepare for & new adventure,

—

CHAPTER XI.

A ETRANGE METAMORTHOSIS, .I“
Ox the snme day that the events of the last
few chapters oceurred, Rosalie Du Pont was
seated in her little bondoir, beside one of the
windows, which ecommanded a southern.view.
Her position was.one of earelesa aase, . Hor
soft, white arm, bire, to the elbow, was: rest-
ing on thecasement, her head upon her hand,
with her bemitiful fingers half buried among
her raven: ringlets, whigh; in wanton pro-
fasion swept -down her lovely face, and-in
rich, heavy rolls.lay upon-her alabaster neck.
- Her gaft, dark. eyes were fized mournfully

er,” . ., .

upon some-objeets without, and o shade of
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deep, sad thought rested on her foatures, and
ever and anon her snowy bosom would awell
with a long, heavy sigh.

A casual observer would have seen little in
the view to make her gad. The curtaing of’
the window were drawn’ aside, and through a
trellis covered with ereeping vines, a gentle
breeze stole in, and kissing her lovely person
ag°it passed, played wantonly with the loose
papers on hér eseritoire, the mugic leaves on
the table, and gliding around the apartment,
slipped out throngh the open doorway, softly,
silently, and unperceived, Looking down
through the vine-clad trellis of the window,
the eye fell upon the shrubbery and garden
before mentioned—then upon the dark river,
gliding calnly and silently along—and then,
oontinuing the view in the same direction, upon
the heights of Brooklyn, and the redoubts
-aad military works, where, o few years hefore,
the American army had taken refuge, after
that disastrous battle by which the Britisk
gained a decided victory, and suhsequently,
frum this canse, the possession of New York,
‘which they had ever since retained.

But not upon any thing we have mentioned
-was the gozo of the beautiful Rosalie rivetad.
Turning more to the left, and looking across
that point of land, a partof which is now used
for naval purpoges, a portion of Wallahont
Bay was visible, with several dark hulks float-
ing upon its bosom. These only she saw, and
theas, and the theughts associated with them,
caused her features to assume that mournful
look, and her.breast to heave those long, sad
sigha. And good canse had she for mournful
Iooks and sighs, if that her gentle heart were
tuned to throh with sympathy for brave men
doomed. Those low, dark, floating hulks were
English prisons for Americans; and- from
‘their noisome holds, where disease, fed by
disenase and absolute starvation, ran riot, more
“than eleven thousend kuman beings were borne
‘to an untimely grave, and their bones left to
whiten and decay beneath the dark waters,

“Oh I' eruel, eruel war !” murmured Rosa-
lie, wiping a tear from her eye; “and cruel,
‘gruel tyrants of & race that wonld be fres!
-Are these the horrid means ye usé to make
yourselves mastirs of thoge who will not bend
the kiee to earthly monarch ?. Qut-upon such

cowardly assassination ! for T ean eall it by no
milder terms. Meeting a gallant foo upon the
open field, and man to man, life staked gainst
life, there striving for tho- vietory, is noble,
even in 5o hase a cause ag yours, compared to
such 2 vile resort as this, Think Heaven will
smile upon your murderous deeds, and érown
your efforts with suecess? No! for Heaven ia
sust, and ye will find it so in time. Ohl
that the time were come to end this human
butchery, and let the broad white folds of
gentle peace float o’er a land now red with
blood of martyrs! Ay, mariyrs—that’s the
‘word—martyrs on freedom’s holy shrine——
martyrs in a cause that has the undivided sym-
pathy of every philanthropie heart thronghout
the world, Europe is losking on in wonder st
this long-protracted struggle, and even mon-
archy itself begine to sympathize with the un-
fortunate, and lend its powerful aild to right
the wronged, France, lo belle France, my
native land, home of my childhood, thou, I
am proud t6 say, hast set a noble example, in
sending hither aid to the oppressed! And
thou, noble champion of liberty—thou who
from thy ancestral halls of luzury and ease
didst eome to lifs thy arm a.gamst the foes of
them that would be free—thou noble, gatlant
Tafoyette l—immortal honors shall be thine!
and millions yat unborn shail couple thy proud
name with his, the man of men, the great,
the good, the hoaven-sent Washington !
“#(Oh! that I were a man !”’ pursued Ross
Jie, with enthusiasm<: *that I were & man,
possessed of a hundred lives, that I might lay

much I love them 1" .

SBlie started, her face grew ashy pale, and

by her side. - In 4n instant she recovered

hurried. voice she snid: o : -

boen listening 1

The mute caught up a pen and wrote:

; Munee!

each down in the great sacred onuse of B
liberty, to show these minions of King Georgs
how much I hate—these noble patrwts how B

As Rosalie said this, with swellmg hoatt, (¥
glowing featares, and in a tons too loud for &
prudence, o hand lightly touched her shoulder. §
"tarning; she beheld Munee stinding quiectly B

her self:-possession, the blood again coursed ;':'
rapidly along its proper charmels, and in a

4 You here, Munee? how lorng huve you e
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“Too long, did T serve Kmv George a8
faithfully as my mistress.”

“1 have been imprudent, Munee, I see;
very imprudent; but yonder is the cause
You -see that boat, returning to that hulk,
It has been out on an unhallowed
mission—to consign more tyrant's victims to

B® their watery grave! Poor follows! their carthly

troubles at last are over ; and I could rejoice
ot their fate, did I not know how soon they
will have company from among the living; and
aympathy for those so doomed usurps theplace
of joy. But art sure, Munes, no other listener
heard my treasouncus thoughts

“ There were none near when ) entered,”
wrote Munee, “and { took the precaution to
¢lose the door, But my sweet mistress must
not so risk her thoughts aloud again.”

“Iwill not, my kind friend, believe me,’
snid Rosalie, seizing the hand of the mute, and
pressing it warmly. * But the horse #*

“ Awaits its rider,” wrote the other,

“ At the place I named 2"

The mulatto nodded an affirmative,

*“Then quick ! assist me to make my toilet
for this new adventure. Make haste—braid
ap my hair! What! tears, Munee! Come,
come, be not g0 sad—noe harin will befall me,
depend upon it! I shall be back to-night, or
early in the morning, for to-morrow night I
must attend SirHenry’s ball. You shake your
head, but you shall see.  You muost personate
me, Munee, in my absence. You need not
fear interruption, now that unecle and sunt are
both away ; for while you were gone for-the
horse, I called the servants f;ogether, and told
them ‘they must not intrude upon my privacy
to-day, under any cireamstances, and they
promiged obedience. Now I think of it again,
Munee, perhaps it would be as well for you
not to malke any change in your apparel ; and
should any thing happen—there, do not lock
g0 frightened! I do not mean to myself—
shaiild any thing happen, I say, that might
expose you, and inquiry be made for me, you
ean simply answer that I am out, and you
kuow not how soon I may return, It was

" lucky I thought to have you get another suit

throughout, the exact counterpart of the one
you wear; for by this addition to our ward-
robe, there ¢an be two Munees at the same

time—Munee the elder, and Muneos tha
younger ;” and Rosalie langhed gayly, not be-
eause she felt in a langhing humor, but that
her seéming light spirits might raise thespirits
of her desponding serv:nt. '

Some half an hour was spent in comyleting
the metamorphosis of Rosalie fromi a young
lady into a stripling boy ; but when done, the
change was so great her own father would not
bave known her. Her long, flowing ringlets
were braided close upon her crown, and then
covered by a curly, black wig, which had been
procured expressly for the purpose. 'The
Jacket and trowsers fitted her as' if made for
her; snd when she stood hefore the glass, with
the gold-Landed blue cloth cap upon her head,
she harst into a gay langh, and said:

“ Pardon me, Munse, if T hurt your gensi-
tive foelings—but really, I see nothing to pre-
went our being twin brothers, except our folor,
angd that iz easily remedied with this propa-
ration.’

As she spoke, she took up a vial of d:u'k
liquid, and pouring out a small quantity, rub-
bed it freely upon her hands, face, and neck.
In an instant her fair, white skin assumed that
sallow-brown hue peculiar to the mulatto,
and even Munee acknowledged her to be a
very handsome représent?{tive of the colored
race, o

“ And now goed-by, Munee, till to-morraw,
Pshaw! you must not ery, girl! Itell you I
will be prudent, Ah! the passports—I waa
nearly forgetting them, Good-by !” and ghak-
ing Munee’s hand warmly, Rosalie bounded
out of the room, and down the stairs, leaving
the other standing pale and motionless, and
gazing after hor with tearful eyes.

Rosalie turned up Queen-strect, and walk-
ing very fast, seon reached a cross-street lead- |
ing out of an open space on the summit of a
hill. Taking this, she hurried down the hill,
into a low, mwrahy pogtion of the city, where
stood several mean—iooqung houses. Selecting
one of these, she rapped hastily on the door.
It waa opened by a large, fat woman of forty,
with broad, heavy features, which were, in
some measure, relieved from dulness, by small
keen, intelligent black eyes.

“Well, boy, what do you want?” she ‘in

quired, in & hu.rsh, gruﬂ' tone.
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* Ia this the residence of Dame Hagold ?”
interrogatively rejoined Rosalie.

“Yes, Dame Hagold stops here—what
then

“Can I see her?”

“What’s your business with her?”

* That I can only reveal to herself,”

4 Well, tell it to me, then—I"m her.”

“Tt is private, and must not be spoken where
it.can possibly be overheard,” said our heroine,
tn o low tone, glancing cautiously around.

“(, it’s private, hey ?- Come in, then;” and
as the other entered, Dame Hagold closed the
door with a slam, and added, * Who sent ye ?”

“ My mistress.”

“ And who's your mistress 1”7

“ Any listonery P

“Na, T never have them thmgs——there 8
nobody in the house but us.”

“Well, then, it was Rosalie Du Peat sent
me, 2!

“IIn! Rosalie Du Pont, hey ! ro;turiaed the.

other, with a look of interest, her tones be-
coming less harsh, and her manner more re-
epectful. * 8So Rosalie Du Pont sent you ?”
she continued, eyeing her guest very closely.
“ How long have you been in her sarvice 2

“Only a few doya.”

“T thought so. I knowed I never seen ye
befora. Well, what are ye Inughing at, I
reckon you haint been teached your place as
yet. Where’s Munee, her tother servant 3"

“He is with her still.”?

“ Be you brothers §”

“Yes.”

“How comes it you ean talk and he cm’h i

“He was sick, about five years ago, and
lost his speech.”

~#0), that's it, hey? Well, if you comes
from Miss Rosalie, you've got her ring, I
*spose 2

“Yes, here it 15,” returned the other, hold-
ing out her hand.

“Ha! twoon’em, hey! and both diamonds.
What's tother for3”-

* What—why, that-—that is for sdmething
else,”. purposely stammered Rosalie, avertmg
her face.

“Young chap, you’re a spy,” cried the
other, indignantly, seizing Rosalie roughly by
the arm. “You aint what you pretend you

‘| these troublous times.
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is, or else jou stole that ring—so. own up, oi
it'll be the worse for ye.”

%] am not what I pretend to he, surg |

enough,” laughed Rosalie; “ but I think my
disguise is perfect, sinee it has deceived you,
mother Hagold.”

*#“Why, who are you ¥’ queried the dgtme,
in surprise, réleasing her hold, and looking

eagerly and searchingly into the laughing face
of her puest.  *“ No, it ean not be—yes, it is!”

_and hurriedly, as she spoke, the dame tore off

the cap and wig—*Yes, it is, ns I'm a sinuer,
Rosalie Du Pont herself! Why, gal, what
are you up to now, you eccentric ereatuars?

Why, if I'd a been your mother, I wouldn’t

known ye from-a halfbred nigger boy, Well,
well, this is a curious world, and no mistake.
But again I ask, what are you disguised this
way for P’

“T am going into the country, toward White
Plains,”

“ Not alone I”

“ch-’} 4

 Why, what ails the gal ? you surely won't
ran gich a risk

* How much of a risk is it 7

“ A powerful one—ail your lifs’s ¥o'th, in
The Cow Boys and
Skinners is out every night now, and don't
let any one off they can git their hands on to.
My eurses on *em both for plundering me, and
burning my house!” cried the damo, snvagely.
“But I've marked ’em, and '}l be even with
the villains yet, if I live.”

“Well, [ am resolved to go, if only for the f

novelty of it. " You knéw, mother Iagold,

- when I once set my mind upon a venture, it

is no trifling matter can stop me.””

- T know you're self-willed and headstrong §
ag old Nick himself; but still I must protest §
agin your going out there to git captured, and
may be killed—for sa.rtmgly ome, or tother, or B

both ’Il happen to ye.”
“T think not. But tell me-~have you any
news gince I saw you last 2

“Well, no, not much wo'th telling—mnews [g%

are searce now, [Ican’tfind out nothing ahout
Sir Henry’s plans. Al T can pick up is jest
the same old story, about the Chesapeake ex-
pedition; and it don’t vary but triffing, though
I dou’t believe much into it, after all.”

:

i,
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“Have you made any thing at your busi-
pess, lately 17 '

“ Not much—times is getting dull—and as
long as there aint much chance of a fight,
soldiers don’t keer particularly about their
fortnnes. I advertised in the Gazette, Satur-
day, that I'd come back to town, and could
be fourd at my old guarters, in Queen-strest;

Cevery night after seven ; and last night I had

two customers, one on 'em a gentleman, He

- kept his face hid a good deal; but I knowed

 he was a gentleman by bhis hand, before I

geen his face.”

“You did see his face, then?”

“Yed, [ seen it, and I knowed him at onge,
although he was disguised as a citizen.”

“Who is he?”

* Guess,”

“I can not”

“ Major Andre.”

“Indeed ! and what kind of a fate did you
prediet for him 7

** ' Well, not over good ; his palm was dread-
fully cut up with trouble, and his line of life
stopped powerful sudden. Poor fellow! I
reckon the next fight he gits into will finish
him.”

“God forbid I” rejoined Rosalie, solomnly;

for he iy one of the most noble young men
I have ever met. But I have always noticed
the good die first, How did he take your

prediction 2—did he seem to put any faith in.

what you told him ?

“Well, T don’t hardly know; he looked
kind o’ sad and troubled, and said as how it
tallied pretty well with what anoiier furtin-

 teller had told him.”

“Who??”

“He didn’t say, but I guessed it was Car-
He axed me what I thought of cne
man’s holding another motionless jest by his

8 will-.and you know Signor Carlini’s got the

knack of doing them things.”

* And what did you answer him 2”

“That it wasn’t nothing so very wonderful
to them a8 understood the hidden sciences of

g man’s composition; for if mind . governed

matter, mind was the most powerfuler; and
fome minds being more powerfuler than
sther minde, could goveran' them, and will
their matter to do ee.they pleased.”

!

%A very lucid explanation,” laughed Rosa-
lie. - “But, eome; I must be going; for the
alternoon ig half spent alveady, and I design
being back in the morning; and to-morrow
night intend to accompany this same gallant
Major Andre to Sir Henry Clinton's ball*

“Heaven forbid you be disappointed I
ejacnlated the dame. “But do you know
where you're going ¥

“I wish to see the Burnsides: they are
true, are they not?” .

“As steel. A right smart ride that—do
you know the road ?*

‘‘No, and it i part of my business here to
have you point it out, so I shall make no
mistake.” )

“(tal, you're mad—mad as a moon-struck
Ioon-—to think of making sich a ventur as
this, and you not even know the way at that!
I declare I'll jest go down and tell your uncle
Perey of your folly.”

“What? betray my conﬁdenee, Dame Ha-
gold ?—for ghame !”

“Well, well, you know I aint in earnest,
Rosalie; but I declare I ought to do some-
thing desperate, to st.op you Are you going
to ride "

1 ch »

“Then you’'ll sarﬁmnly be captur’d; but I
can’t help it.”

“No, good mother, you ean not help it;
and so be guick, now, and tell me the road—
for every moment’s delay mnkes my return
Jjust so mach later,”

“ But pray tell me what you’re going for ?”

“Partly for a ride, and partly: to convey.
some intelligence I have. gutheregi, that may
be of importance to our friends.”

“Why don’t you send Munee ?” ‘

“Why, you know he is dumb; and the
last time he was out, 23 he informed me to-
day, when I guestioned him closely on the
subject, he was near losing. his life, because
he did not answer the challenge of the out-
post guard, He stopped, and groaned, aad.
the sentry advanced to him with leveled
musket, when he held ount his. passport, and:
by signs made him understand he could not
speak, ‘I had rather venture myself, thaa
have any harm befall him.” : e

- * But you can send somebody elsed”
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 No, I would rather trust myself, this time
at least, But the road, mother ?—you furget
the road.” ] -

The dame, in & few hurried sentences, now
conveyed to Nlosslie the desired information,
coupled with much ecaution and advice, re-
gpecting how to proceed, and how to conduct
hersolf in the event of such and sueh things
happening,
© “And now good-by,” she said, in conclu-
sion, “and may the great God preserve you
from all harm !

“ Amen !” responded Rosalie, in a suIemn
tone; and giving the other’s hand an affec-
tionate squeeze, she took her departure.

CHAPTER XII,
'‘TROUBELESOME ADVENTURES.

On quitting the premises of Dame Hagold,
Rosalie hastened to the junction of Queen-
street and Broadwa.y—whwh was here no-
thing more than an unpaved rond—and con-
tinuing up this some two hundred yards, she
came 0 a very genteellooking farm-house,
near which a fine, noble steed, bridled and
saddled, stood tied to a sapling. As she began
to undo the halter, a man came sutof the house
and inguired if the horse belonged to her,

#If it was left here an hour or two since,
by a dumb hoy, for one Henry Pierpot, 11'.

~ does,” replied Rosalie,
¢ All right,” replied the man ; and vnultmg
epon the back of the noble animal, Rosalie
put spurs to him, and galloped away up the
roud, leaving o cloud of dust behind her.

During the first half hour, she passed several
porties of soldiers, none of whom offered any
interreption, though more than one petty ofi-
cer eyed her very hard, By this time she was
some four or five miles on her way—city and
" suburbs had entirely disappenred—and the
road sho was travelling led over a wild, hilly
gotntry, with only here and there a habitation
at long intervals, Suddenly, as she turned
the angle of a hill, she came upon another
party, of & dozen in humber, headed by  ser-

geant, who had stopped at a spring beside the’

rond to rest themselves, make o frugal repast,

.| flight s
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ting around the spring, enting their lunch and
eracking jokes ; othors were stretched at full
length upon the ground, under the shadow of
a few tall caks, with their hats 1ying by their
side, and their knapsacks serving them for

selves with a game of cards.  As Rosalie sud-
denly Lurst upon them, ths sergeant and
several others sprang up in surprise; when

more important than a “white nigger,”
one of them termed cur herovine, they began
to vent their spite upon the innocent cause of
this interruption, in a serirs of coarse impre

been poor Resalie’s misfortune to liston tu
hefore, and which eaused her heart to sink
within her—though she managed, by a power-
ful effort, to cloak her fears, under a well-
nssuthed indifference, But she was not
pllowed to pursue her journey witheut still
more nlarming demonstrations of the ser
geant’s displeasure ;
passed the party, and was just begianing to con-
gratulate herself on escaping from such a.vul-

“Halt, you
acconnt of yourself! Whoare you? and what
are you doing up in this gnarter, hey 1

her horse, and ridding herself of the party by

her possession the passport of their. ohief,
which they were in duty bound to. vespect?
Resolved upon her manner of proceeding, she
whaeled her horse suddenly, and fixing her.
eye sternly upon the sergeant, who was
leisavely approaching her, she saxd in o tone
of severé dignity: .

#Did youaddress that language to me, slr?”

“Yeq ——yo! to you,’ * answered the off-

and replonish their canteens. Some wore sit- | o

cer, with & swaggering air.

pillows; while another parsy of four, among g
whom was the sergeant, were ammnsing them. |

{ and handing it to the sergeant, who « pened
k6 and read :

tinding they had been disturbed by nothiug §
as |
t pass the British lines and outposts, at all’
b times, without question or hindrance,

eations and ribald jests, such as it had never ¥® «17p,pquancens, New Yorg }

F spectlully returning it; “but I couldn’t

for she had searcely |

gar erowd, when the leader called out gruilly: §
mongrel thief, and give an E

 [sland from Westchester county, when a sen.
| tinel, preing before it, not only demanded her
 written authority tocross the bridgeatthas time,
{ of day—it was past sunset, and beginniag to
| grow duskish—but when he had received and
j examined it, gave it as his private opnion

At first Rosalie thought of putting spurs to |

but a moment’s reflection convinced §
her this course would' be both impolitic and
dangerous—the former, becruse it would at- §
tach suspicion to her, as being on an unlaw- §
fol business; and the latter, because in all
probability the sergeant would order his men |
to fire, and a chunce shot wmight arrest her §
progress forever, Besides, what had she to
fear from British soldiers, while she had in f

 the guard—a strapping,

% rily puffing outa thin, white wreath of smalke,

8 corefully turning it over some half a dazen
g times, andi’ serutinizing the signature right-
g mde-up, up-side-down, sideways, and i it every
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“Ifave a care, sir, or I will report your
§ jnsolence where you \\11’ least like to Liear

feom it.”

“Who are you 7 inquired the sergeant,
more respectfully, evidently a little awed by
the bold, confident, baughty tone of the uthj.,l

“This paper will inform you,”
Rosalie, drawing the passport from her pocket

answered

¢

* Purmit the bearer, a mulatto you th, to

“IL Cu~rton, Myjor-General.

*Aug. 15, 1780.”

“That’s all right,”” said the sergeant, re-

know you had it, you see, when I atopped
ye. Passon!” ¢ :
Rosalie made no reply, too glad to escape
without more words ; and putting spurs to her
horse, she sovn left the party fas behind her,
8he met with no other ndventure, except
being once or twice required to show her pass-
port, till she reached a wooden structure
gpanning the stream ‘that divides Manhattan

that it was a forgery, and called the officer of
big-headed Dutch-
man, who was gitting on the steps of the guard-
house close at hand, quietly engaged in smok-
ing a megrsehaum—to come and luok at it.

“ Yans,” drawled the other, slowly taking
the stem of his pipe from his mouth, and la-

with an air of great satisfaction and self-com-
Plaisance: “Yaas, dat ish all perry vell for

R e to comes to you; put you pringss him to
[ e an dag wilt pe all very mush petter.”

After examining the paper by the“light,
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other possille ‘manner his heetle-headed
‘guardship could think ut—besides making the
sentry read it over to him, till the latter souid
repeat it from memory—this wonderful speei-
wen of [Tollandish extraction at lust decided
the matter in this wise: '

“1 ink him all pe vights mit Sic Henros's
own band write ;' put ash it pegins for to growa
davk, I tink de poy better pe keeps in ia
gaavd-bouse all nights, till ter morning—eh |
Shon -

“Dao it, sir, if you dare 1” eried Rosalie, in
o slearp, firm tone; for overhearuny the con-
versation, she saw that the quickest mode of
making an impression upon the dull compre-
hension of such a dolt, would be by a bold,
umﬁdent and threatening manner. “Ay”
she continued, © 1 repeat, do it if you dare!
and as I live, I will have you court-martinled
for disubeying the orders of your commander-
in-chief. Bentry, give me back that puper,
and let me pass, or I will make it the worsh
day’s work you ever had a hand in! Good
heavens! is it possible that Sir Henry's pri-
vate messengers are no better respected than
this? and even his own signature regarded
a3 doubtful authority! I shall take good’
care to let him bear of this,”

¢ 8hon,” said the Dutchman to the sentry,
laying down his pipe, and lookmg anxious
and troubled—* Shon, ter poy speaks goot,
and Sir Henree may be not like him. ‘I tink
him over, and I tinks I gives him a mug of
peer, and lets him co, mit himself, snd dat
will pe petéer ash goot,”

At this moment the attention. of all three
was directed to the bridge, by the clattering
of horses’ feet on the opposite side. The
scntry resumed his post, and almost at the
same moment two British officers, splendidly
equipped, and mounted on two noble beasts,
coverad with foa.m, dashed across, when their
progress was drrested by the challcnge of the
gentinel ;

*Halt! who goes there

“Friehds: Ilere ave our passports; exa- -
mine them and be quick I and as the gentinel
van to the gnard-house for a light, the two
new comers walked their horses along, till
they cameabreast of Rosalie, where they drew

rein, when one of them, whose fantares Rosalie

1
o




be . THE FEMALE SPY:; OR,

eoull not distinguish in the deepening dark-
ness, but whose white ha:r denoted him t» be
a man somewhat advanced in life, paid, jocu-
larly—

“ Whom have we here for w traveling com-
panion ¥

“Unfortunately for myself, gentlemen, 1
am going the other way,” answered our
heroine, * 8o soon as these dolts here can be
satisfied that Sir Henry Clinton’s written
permit is gufficient a,uthority for allowing me
to do so.”

“ And do they dare dlspute thet 17 ques-
tioned the second horseman, quickly, *I
must look into this matter. Where is the
paper, boy ?—for by your size and voite I
Judge you are not. yet & man,”

[ gave it to the sentry, who I believe gzave
i to the officer of the day,’” replied Rosalie,
in a torie that was nigh betraying her agita-
tion; for she fancied the other's voice was nob
unknown to her, and now feared this second
investigation might result in more serious
consequences than the first,

Alveady she regretted having drawn so
much seruting upon herself by her imprudent
remark ; bt it was now too late to repent, and
g0 she nerved herself for the trying moment.

The Duich officer now advanced to the
horsemen, and making the military salute,
said, as he reached them their prpers:

“Pegs bardon, shentlemens, for make youn
stops. All ish righfs—all ish goot.”

“But why do you detain this'boy, here
demanded the younger horseman. * He tells
me you .have his passport, signed by his
excellency, Sir Henry Clinton; let me see
H

“ Here it ish. I pegs”

“Get me a light,” interrupted the other
authoritatively.

The light was soon brought, and the fright-
ened Dutchman began to stammer forth an-
other apology, when he was again inberrupted

' by the borseman, with, “ Peace, man I and
at the same moment the Yight and paper were
held before his face, and every feature of his
handsome countenance was revealed to the
trembling Rosalie, who saw her worst {fears
confirmed.

The young officer was Major Andre, and

his companion was Culonel Beverly Rohin
son, ’

large, lustrous eyes full upon Rosalie. “And

close and severe scrutiny of her person
“Why do you tremble so, boy ?’* he continued
observing that Rosalie was greatly ngitated

ride much farther on this road to-night, I wil
not answer for your safe return. You have
been wrongly delayed here, and those whe
have taken upon themselves the responsibility
of retarding a messenger bearing the pass of
8ir Henry, couched in such positive terms
had better have o enre how they exercise such
unlawful powers infuture. Not a word in your
defense!” he continued, sternly, addressing
the Dutchman, who was once more on the
point of trying toexonerate himself. * Nota
word in your defense, sir, but thank your
Tucky stars if my good nature lets you off with
nothing more severe than a reprimand. And
you, boy,”” he went on, turning again to Re
salie, and eyeing her somewhnt suspicionaly,
*it. must be important business that takes
you into the country to-night. The date of
this pass is rather old; and as it confer
marked privileges, the bearer must certainly
be a personage of some importance. May]
ask if Sir Henry sends you himself?”

“ He does not,” replied Rosalie, by & mastér
effort, speaking in a calm, quiet tone. * Bat
the permit, which you pronounce genuine, ]
believe is positive on the point of prohibiting
thebearer frombeing annoyed with questions.”

“You are right, boy,” rejoined Anilre, co
Joring, and restoring the paper to Rosalie
“You are right, Iad, and I am wrong in ques
tioning you. Ride on!”

“ And yet," hesitated our heroine, *lest
you shou™J suspect me without cause, I may
venture to say that I am in the service of
Miss Rosalie Da Pont.”

only have a tongue, but can uwse it with m

f your class,

“This isall coi‘rect-,” sald Andre, “so farag g
the pass is concerned,” and he turned his §
I see nothing wrong here,” he added, after a B liloness.

| place you.

b Rosalie 1
“Nu harm can befall you here ; though if you j§

- send you may do in safety!

“ Indeed I exclaimed Andre, with a marked |§
change in his demennor; *then I must sny B
you serve & noble mistress. Bup [ thonght hat
messenger a mute; and you, I perceive, nolj

elegance of diction seldom found in persons of |
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Pardon me! but you are not he
who passes for dumb?”
“ Not exactly,” was the smiling reSpOnSb ;

& #he you mean iz my twin brother.”

“Ah! yos; I see now, there is a strong
I thought you resembled some
ene I had seen, but did not know where to
Have. you neen long with Miss

“Only a .ouple of days. T came on a visii
tv my brother, and expect to leave shortly.
I undertook the task before me, rather than
let kim risk his life again in this manner.”

“ Ay, it is a very risky business, bay, and I
wm sorry fo see one so young and inexpe-
rienced as you secm to be, making so bold a
venture.
fnow the old saying, ‘a2 long rope and short
ghrift.” Miss Rosalie should be more prudent
with those that serve her than she seems o
haye been of late; for though T can but ap-
‘pland her loyal spirit, in gtriving to assist her
king and eountry all she can, yet the little she

- can do for us, over and above what is done by
others, i certainly not commensunrate to the

hazard she runs. But I am delaying you and
myself. Commend me to your mistress, if you
see her before I do, which is hardly probable,
unless you return to-night, which Ilcaven
Come, Colonel,
we must make up for this delay;” and put-
ting spurs to his horse as he spoke, Andre
dashed away up the road, the Colonsl follow-
ing close behind, and soon overtaking lim.

Rosnlie watehed the two officers till their
shadowy forms were swallowed up in the dark-
nessy and then, without replying to the Dutch-
man—who, laboring under the belief that he
could only qscape some terrible calamity by a
complete exculpation of himself, was already
enacting the ludicrous tragedy of murdering
the “ king’s English”—she put spurs to her
own gollant steed, nnd soon found herself on
the other side of the hridge.

Night had, by this time, unfurled her sable
wings, snd settled oyer reposing nature,
Clonds, fiitttng athwatt the heavens, shui off a
goodly portion of starlight, and madethe night
dork ; and the soughing of a strong breeze
among theirees, rendered it unusually gloomy.
Thes scenes through which she had passed, the

If you are taken by the rebels, you:

many warnings sgainst danger she had re-
ceived, the loneliness of her situari}m, the un-
certainty that lay before her, all conspired to
depress the spirits of Rosalie to an unwonted
degree; and more than omee she was on the
poini uf turning back, when sheawvould seem to
overcome her fears with a hasty “pshaw,” and
allow hér steed to coniinue upon his course,

The road she was traveling was notte of tha
best, even furthat peried, and led over a rough,
hilly eountry, in many places henvily wooded
on cither side; and frequently, as Rosalie de-
seended into some dingle, where interlocking
branches overhead made i€ impossible for her
to distinguish o single object, she would cling
to her boast and shudder, with tho dread of
some impending calamity. Iier progress was
necessarily slow ; and when a couple of hours
had elapsed, after crossicg the bridge, without
bringing her to her destination, she bogan to
grow weary and discouraged, and to regret
having boen so foolish as to undertake such a
serious adventure. She now came to a fork
of the road, and took the right ; and after
continning along this for something like an -
hour, without finding the bhouse she sought,
her Iieart sunk with despair; and she fully
resolved, if the next half mile did not reward
her efforts with success, she would retraco
her steps, and return home, much wiser for
her sad experience.

At this moment, the glimmer of a distant
light eaught her eye; and as this'was the fivet
she had seen since crossing the ridge, it made
her heart bound with joy; and putting spurs
to her jaded steed, she rode forward at o fast
gallop. As she drew nearer to the light,
it suddenly disappeared, which somewhat
damped her hopes, lest it should prove Lut a
deceitful ignis-fataus after all. She did not
slacken her speed, however, but kept her
gaze steadily fixed in one dircction; and a .’
ride of a quarter of an hour hrought her
alongeide of a genteel-looking farm-homse,
which, from' the description received from
Dame Hagold, she doubted not was the resi-
dence of the Burnsides, and the dwelling
from which she had seen the light, thouph
alt now appeared dark within, as if the family
had retirad for the mght

Dismounting at once, she upproached the
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door, and rapped loudly. Receiving no an-
rwer to this, she rapped again, and again, each
time louder than before—bhut still no answer.
Rosalie now beeame alarmed, lest something
nad happened to the family; for well she
knew they lived in a portion of the country
whore, and at & period when, neither life nor
property were safe against prowling Lands of
plunderers and assassing,  Almost fearful to
make another trial, lest she should attract
the notice of some larking marauder, and yet
not wishing to return with ber perilous en-
terprise unaccomplished, she finally resolved
upon one last desperate effort; and procuring
a henavy siick, she struck several times on the
door, and shouted :

“What ho! within here! If you hear me,
for the love of heaven let me in! I brmg
news of importance” .

She listened again, and her heart bonnded
with joy, for she faneied she heard smothared
voices in eager conversation; and she was
ahout to repeat her demand for admittance,
when 4 light step approached the door, and a
stern woice said:

“Who's there ?”

* A messenger from Rosalie Du Pont M

" Any one else ?”

" No, I am alone,” -

The door was now speedily unbolted, and
the voice said, hurriedly:

“Come in! come in !

“But my horse,” hesitated Hosalie; ke is
fatigned, and must have immediatéattention,”

“Never mind the horse now, buit hurry in,
that T may bolt the door again,”

“You need not be alarmed,” began Rosa~
lie; *there is no ong—? -

IIer speech was cut short by the rush of a
‘body of men from a thicket elose at hand ; and
-uttering o piercing seream of fear, she threw
‘herself forward to enter the house ; but eve she
«¢ould accomplish her purpose, she felt herself
roughly seized and hurled back; and at the
-Bame moment some 8ix or eight dark fignres
‘Hitted past her, and effected an entrance,
mttering deep impresations and horrid eaths.

"The next moment she heard the roar of a'vol-
'ley of musketry, suoceeded by shrieks, groans,
and a terrible confusion within: and as she
turned, with the instinct of self-preservation,

to fly from such a =oene of horror, a hlow o
the head, from an unknown hand, laid he
senseless upon the earth,

CHAPTER XIII.
A THOBE ATTACK AND THIE DISGUISE.

W= left Captain Milford at White Plaing,
going in quest of one John Paulding, for the
purpose of organizing a party te proceed
forthwith to the protection of the Burnsides.
It will only be necessary here to say, that
Paulding was soon found, and on being in-
formed of the danger supposed to threaten
this worthy family, who were known te be
staunch Whigs, he not only gallantly volun
{eered his own services, but declared that, in
an hour's time, he would place ten mwore
brave fellows at the Captain’s disposal. e

was good as his word ; and in less than an’

hour and a half from his arrival at White
Plains, Captain Milford, at the head of twelve
stalwart fellows, of whom Josh Snipe made
one, all armed to the teeth, with muskets,
pistols, cutlasses, and knives, was on'his way
to the residence of Peter Barnside.

As the design of Milford was to kill and eap-
ture ag many of the maranders as possible,
every precaution was taken to malke the ex
pedition a secret one; and in consequernce of
thig, the whole party rendezvoused at a well-
kuown wood, about a mile from the village,
without horses, whence they set off afoot across
the fields. Taking a elrcuitons route, in cour
ples, within hailing distance of srch other,
and moving slowly and eantiously forward,
they ecame in sight of their destination a litla
after sanset, Here they waited until it was
quite dark, and then proceeded in a body to
the dwelling of the Burnsides—the main party
halting just in its rear,until the Captain shonld
make known his business, 50 as not to ccca
sion the family any unnecessarr alarm.

Although an early hour in the evening, he
found the shutters closed, and the dnor holted
—but had no trouble in gaining admittance;
for the moment he mentioned his name, the
door flew open, and he received a hearty wel-
come ; this being not the first time, Ly seve
ral, the gatlant Captain had been a guest bes
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neath the roof of Farmer Petor, as the hqad
of the house was sometimes familiarly deno-

minated.

“Ah! glad to see you, Captain Milford,”
gaid thée host, a stout, hale man, about fifty
years of age, with gray hair, fresh complexion,
end afine, open, intelligent countenance. *“In
fact, we ere always glad to see you ; and Betty
here, if you are away more than s week with-
out calling, gets dreadful uneasy, and gives
me no rest, for wondering what has become
of Captain Miiford.”

“ Now, father, I'll be even with yon for tell-
ing every thing,” returned Betty, a fine, stout,
healthy,. rosy-cheeked- lass of eighteen, who
might very properly be termed a rustic beauty;
and ag she apoke, she blushed to the templos,
and went bounding out of the room to hide
her confusion.

The old man langhed, and remarked that

Betiy was a fine girl, a little shy, but would
make some Lonest fellow none the worse wife
for all of that.

The hostess was a fag, fair, round-faced,
matronly dame, of about forty-five, who, un-
like most of her sex, used her ears far more
than her fongue, and seldom joined in a
general conversation, unless directly appealed
to, nnd even then made her remarks short and
to the point.

The only remaining member of the famity,
if we exeept two black servants—old Tom and
his wife Dinah—vwas a bright, sprightly, band-
some, black-eyed lad of fiftaen, who, as soon as
the first salutations were over, admnced fo
the Captain and said:

“ 8hall T see that your horse has an agree-
able time over a few oats 1

“No, George, I thank you,” returned Mil-
ford; “my horse is well stabled at White
Plains‘” )

“ AtWhite Plaing!” repeated father and son
in the same breath. ¢ Surely you did not
wali? added the senior Burnside, And then,
without waiting for a reply, continued: * But
Y see by your fatigued and heated loocks you
14l ; and so before I bother you with ques-
tions, yon must have some supper. We have
Jjust finished ; [the table, covered with a clean,
white cloth, rod set out with bright pewter
dishes, stooa shoved back against the wall, at
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whmh the two blacks sab eating?, but we will
have something ready in a fow minutes.
Cume, Dinah, hasten—the gentleman is hun-
gry. Do you like ham and eggs, Captnin 1

“ All in good time, Mr, Burnside; but just
now I have something important to-commu=
nieate ;” and the Captain, in as few words as
possible, made the whole family auquamted
with the object of his visit.

As mighit be supposed, alarm and horror
sat on every countencnoe ; and old Tom and
Dinah were so frightened, that their eyes in-
creased to nearly double their ordinary size;
and their sooly complexions lost several shadea
of color.

"The old farmer’s fivat surprise over, he wus
prompt and decisive in his arrangements.
The house was a two-story building, of mode-
rate sige, with a door central way of the front,
which opened into a kind of vestibule, or entry,
of some three feet by five, with an inner door
on either side, and stairs facing the entrunoce,
leu,ding to the upper apartments, Of ihose
two inner doors, the one on the left opened
into a sort of dining and sitting room, where
the meals were served, and where the family
generally assembled in their every-day social
cirele; and the one on the right into a large
square apartment, with painted floor, and fres-
eoad ceiling and walls, which was kept re-
served as a kind of parlor wherein to entertain
visitors of note. Dividing the men into three
parties, the Captain, at Farmer Peter’s request,
stationed two of them within the apartments
just mentioned, and the other on the stairs, so
that, on the entrance of the robhers, & terrible
cross-fire eould he ponred in upon them, leav-

ing them very little chdnce of eseape. . The
women were withdvawn into a rear apartment
up stairs, where'the danger, in the event of an
attack, wonld be less than in any of the lower
rooms.  In these positions, the several parties
awaited the onset of the handitti in silence ;
for it wes judged better to dispense with all
conversation, so that in case any of the ma-
rauders should be prowling around, they would
believe the family had retired for the night,
and make the attack earlier than had been .
agreed upon in the conversation overhenrd by
the Yankee.

Two hours were passed in this manner,
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when Mrs, Burnside, becoming slightly indis-
posed, probally cceasioned by nervousness, u
light was taken into her room; and the win-
dows not having shutéers to them, allowed it
t0 Le seen [romn without; and this was what
had eanght the eye of Rosalie, and hastened
her approach ; although, as we have recorded,
it was shortly after withdrawn,

The elatteribg of a horse’s hoofs on the high-
way, and the arrival of Rosalie, were heard
distinetly by all ; and it was believed when
she rapped on the door, that this was a scheme
of the robbers to get the door unfastened by
some one of the family, and thus effect an easy
entrance. At first it was thought best not to
take any notice of it; but when they heard
the voice of the kwoeker, they knew it was
either that of » female or a youth ; and to pre-
vent any mistake, it was decided, after a hur-
ried consultation between Milfurd, Paulding,
and Burnside, that the last-mentioned should
approach the door, and challenge the party
without, and then be guided Ly the answer as
to further proceedings. The mention of the
name of Rosalie Du Pont satisfied the farmer
that the speaker had no conneetion with the
villaing expected ; and in consequence the
door was hastily unbolted, and the new-comer
bidden to enter with all haste. Had Rosalie
known the danger which menaced her delay,
she would have escaped all harm ; but ignor-
ant of this, and anxious to have her horse cared
for, she dallied till the bandits, concealed in
some bushes close at hand, heard encugh to
lead them $o suppose their presence suspected ;
when resolved to accomplish their design by
a coup- de main, they simultaneously rushed
forward, and, hurling back Rosalie, effected
an entrance before the door could be closed
against them. .

As they sprang inte the house, Burnside
darted into the room on the left; and at the
same instant the three parties, from the right,
left, and front, gave them the eontents of their
musgkets, Three of the marauders were shot
dead, four more were severely wounded and
“disabled, leaving their leader and one other
—for their force consisted of ten persons,
and nine had entered the dwelling—unhurt,
The seene of confusion, and, on the part of
the assailants, dismay, which followed ihis

discharge of musketry, bafles deseriphicu.
SBhrieks, groans, curses, and shouts, ressunded
on all sides, above whieh the hoarse, stento.
rian voice of the leader of the bandits could
be heard : :

“We are betrayed! we are lost! h--l's
curses on the traitur l—fire, viliains, fire, and
then retreat!” 7

As he spoke, he discharged both pistols o
ward the pa. ty on the left, nnd then sought to
gain the door; but he was too late to effect his
exit: for the door was closed, and between it
and Lim were Milford and Puulding,.

*Surrender " shouted the Captain, present
ing a pistol to his head—"or I fire!”

“ Fire, and be 1" eried the infuriated -

raffian, as he leaped forward to grapple with
his cpponent.

“[ spare you for the halter!” rejoined Mil-
ford; and quick as lightning, be- struck the
bandit full in the face with the butt of his un-
discharged weapon ; and ag the blood gushed
out of his nose and mouth, he fell back sense-
less upon his wounded comrades.

Meantime, Paulding seeurcd and disarmed
the other; and the rest of Lis men, leaping
upon the wounded assailants, wrested from
them their weapons, and could hardly be re-
strained from despatchifg them on the spet,
The contest was a short and bloody one, but
the vietory for our friends was complate. Of
those that entered the dwelling of the Burn-
sides with unlawful intentions, not » man
escaped ; and fortunately none of the other
party were injured beyond a serateh, which
one of them received from one of the pistols
discharged by the leader of the handits.

As soon ag order conld be restored, the dead
and wounded, along with the others, were
taken into the family room and left under a
strong guard; while the rest of Paulding’s
m2n, after reloading their muskets, hoaded by
Milford, made a sally, to learn if any more
were skulking aboub the premises,

One of the first objects they discovered on
coming gut of the house, was Rosalie Du Pont,
lying unconscions where she had been strack
down by the only oue of the bandits that had

‘escaped.  Milford was one of tha first at hot
side ; and as he beni over, {o examine her

burts, he said, sadly—
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“Poor lad! T fear thou art an innoeent vie-
tim of these accursed cut-throats; but, hy
heavens ! they shall pay dearly for their
wicked doings, Ah!” he eontinued, placing
his hand on Rosalie’s heart, * ho is not dead,
Goon,comrades; Panlding, Iresign the laader-
ship to you; seour the grounds well around
hers, and be certain there is no concealed
fos. I willin with this youth, and ses what
ean be done for him: perbaps he is only
stunned, and not ¢angerously injured.’” ‘

“Don’t you wan’t help to earry him ¥’ in-
quired Paulding.

* 0, no—I ¢can manage him with all ease ;”
and as the others departed, Milford ratsed Ro-
salis in his arms, and bore her into the house
muitering to himself as he went--* So, then,
the lad is not dead, as I feared, Heaven he
prased | and douhiless he bears something for
me. Will you show me into 8 room with a
bed in 147 he continued, addressing the host,
who epened the door for him: ¢ This poor
boy is wounded—how hadly 1 do not know—
but, with your permission, I will be alone with
him till T ascertain.  You donbtless think m
request o singular one—but—" ’

“0, no matter, Captain—no matter,” in-
terrupted the other. * You have your rea-
gons, and that is enough for me. Thank
Heaven, that along with other failings, I am
not averly inquisitive! Right up the stairs,
Captain, the first room on the left. Stay!
shall T assist you 1

“0, no, I thank you; I will only troubla

you forey, light.”
. “Bless me, yes;” and as the farmer hast-
ened into the next room for o eandle, Milford
ascended the stairs, and entering the apart-
ment indicated by the host, deposited his but-
den on the hed. ‘

Imm 2dintely after, the good man of the house
handed in the light, inguired if there were
auy thing eise he could do, and being an-
swered in the negative, retired, ¢losing the
door béhind him, Rosalie now began to show
signs of resurning conscionsness ; and on look-
ing for the wound, Milford was surprised he
could ¥ 3t find one. There were a few drops
of blood on her neck; but he could find the
skin in no place broken. The blood appeared
to have issued from among her hair ; but on

H

feeling and examining her head, all was dry,
and no fracture was visible. For soinn mos
ments Milford stood perplexed as to the mys.
tery of this, during which time Rosalie was
gradually reviving, when the idea suddenly
flashed across his mind that the youth—Tfor so
he still helieved her to be—wore a wig. No
sooner had this thought entered his head, than
he put forth his hand for the phrpose of ascer-
taining if his conjectures were right ; but at
the same instant Rosalie started up suddenly,
opened her eyes, stared hard at him a mo-
ment, glanced around the apartment, and ex-
claimed—

“Where am I? and whyam I here? And
you, Edgar Milford—you”’—she eontinued,
wonderingly—'* how came you here with me f
Am T awake, or is this & dream ?”

“You are awake, boy; you have heen
wounded—stunned, I presume, with a blow
on the head. Bat you seem to kuow me?”

“He calls me boy, and says I zeem to
know him,” returned Rosalie, in & kind of
wondering soliloguy, staring strangely upon
the Captain, *“Why, Edgar, do you not
know me?”

“I have not that honor, my lnd,” anawered
the Captain, with a kind of haughty reserve;
“ but if you serve Rosalie Du Pont, as I have
understood you do, perchance we may become
somewhat better acquuainted. You-will please
drop the familiar manner you have for some
unknown eaase adopted, of calling me by my
given name, and henceforth address me as
Captain Milford. It ill becomes one in your
position~and, if I mustspeak plainly, of your
color—to attempt to set up for an equal with
those you have to derl with, mevely becanse
yoursweet, kind, noble-hearted mistress shiowa
you undue lenity at home, I do not say this
to hurt your feelings, hut merely to put you
on your guard for the future; for nothing is
more disngreeable to me, and to others I know
it is the same, than to be cbliged to have any

'thing to say toa forward, upstart, impertinent

servant. Perhaps you of the town think we
of the country know nothing of good manners ;
but you must not overlook, that most of us
have been in town a good portion of our lives,
and therefore are not wholly ignorant of town
etiquette. Bub enough of this; pray tell me
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where aud when you saw me before, for your
‘face ir new to me.”

When Milford first began his reprimand,
Rosalie looked at hitn in astonishment, for her
mind was siill a little bewiidered from the
effeets of the blow on the head ; but suddenly
the whole truth of ker disguise, pbsition, and
errand, flashed across her hrain; and she
blushed deeply) evon through the dark stain
that changed her fair skin to the hue of the
mulatto, Milford saw the blush, but attributed
it to a far different cause than the right one;
and doubtless took much eredit to himself for
the effeet of his words wpon a rather imperti-
nent servant ; for Rosalie seemed very much
humbled, and turned her head aside, us if in
ghame, but in fruth to coneeal a quict laugh,
which she fohnd irresistible. Atone time she
resolved to tell him all; buot on second con-
sideration, deemed it the wisest course, for va-
rious reasous, to keep her own seorct; and
when he had finished speaking, she replied—

“ 7 crave pardon, sir, if my language gave
offense, I did not intend any disrespect. 1
have ao often heard my mistress speek of you,
a3 Edgar Milford, that, unconseiously, I had
fallen into the same habit; but I will correct
it.”

“Ah! 8o you heard your mistress speak
of me, sh? What did she say——a-I believe
I have not been favored with your name as
yetl”?

“Ilenry Pierpot is my name. I don’t
know as I am at liberty to tell you what she
said. But what has become of those ruffians
I saw entering the house ?”

“ Some are dead, some are badly wounded,
and all the living are prisoners,”

Rosalie slightly shuddered, 2s she con-
tinuad ¢ .

“But how happened it, Captain, that you
weore here at such a eritical moment 27

“] had heard of their intentions before-
hand. It was their design to rob and murder
these worthy people, and then et fire to the
buildings ; but T am inclined w think they
will never make another similar attempt.”

“What will be done with them §* -

“They will be taken to my quarters, at
Northeastle, and there be tried and hung. But
of your mistress—what of hex ? isshe well 77

“ Well, to the best of my beliet, savea head
ache, which she had when I saw her last,” ve-
plied Rosalie, ag ain managing to eoncéal a
amile.

“ Nothing serions, I trust? suggested Mal-
ford, ansivnsly.

“{Q, no, sir—I think not.”’

“But you have not told me where you saw
me before.”

I ¢hink it was in Charleston.
taken prisouer by the British,”

“Ay, and owe my release to your noble
mistress,  But, surely, you ave not the young
lad that was with her then? I think she
called him Munee; aud if Lremember rightly,
he was dumb—or if not, at least he pretonded
to he s0.”

“Munee i3 dumb—TI am no nearer related
to him than a brother.”

“Ah! I understand. But I have litile time
to spare—so we minst talk fast. Do you hring
any news for me? Were you intrusted with
a letter for any one

* ¢ No; my mistress thoaght the risk too great
for me to bear a written missive, and so my
only message s a verbal one.”

“ For whom ! .

“Why, I believe il was 1ntendesi to reach
you, through Mr, Burnside,”

. “Then you may ss well tell me at onece,
and not trouble a third party.”

“A certain person—I will eall no names—
bids me say, that the rumor vespeeting the de-

You were

sign of Clinton to sail for the Chesapenke is

false, and circulated to deceive the Awmerican
commander. No force of consequence will ba
withdrawn from New York; but active pre-
parations are being mada for some enterprise
of great moment, and Washington must be on
hig guurd against a fatal surprise.”

“Indeed I” said Milferd; “thisizimportant,
and must be made known t6 ouwr commander-
in-chief without delay.”

“ And inform him also,” pursued Rosalie,
“ that should he seeceed in effecting a junc
tion with his French allies, he can not, at the
present time, please Siv Fenry Clinton better,
than by laying siege to New York with the
combined forces-—as the British goneral is
not ouly fully prepared for this. but hoping
and expecting it. The lattar has sowme deep
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scherne on hand—but what it is Tam unable to
say; though if one as humble as myself were
permitted to give expression to conjecture’”’—

“Well, say onl" reJolned Milford, as the
other hesitated.

“I should hint at treason in high places,”
eoncluded Rosalie.

#Good heavens! cried Milford, with o
lock of alarm. “ What foundation have you
for this surmise ?” - ’

“Hardly any-—none, perhaps, that woald
have weight as evidence. I must own it pro-
ceeds ss much (if not more) from my own
forebodings, as from any thing I have seen
or heard. Doubtless I am influenced not a
little by a dream I had last night, connected
rs it was with a slight incident which oe-
curred the day previous. A week or so ago,
n British officer, high in the confidence of
Sir Henry, called to see me”-—-

“FToul”

“ My mistress, I should say,” pursued Ro-
galie coloving; *“I feel so much interested
in her fortunes, that making myself identical
may almost be pardoned,~—called to see my
mistress, [ say, for the purpose of inviting her
to a ball at 8ir Henry’s, which comes off to-
morrow evening. Well, on .Saturday he
ealsd again, staid a few minuics, and loft.
After he had gone, T saw a letter lying on
the carpet, addressed to some person whose
name I disremember—it certainly was not
the officer’s in question—and, prompted by
curiosity, I opened it. The first and only
words my eyes fell upon, were these:

AU iz arranged for our meeting—have o
Jears to come within the American oulposis!
Colonel’ -

“The name of the officer was on the oppo-
site page ; and ere I could turn to it, I heard
the gentleman’s step in the hall. I hastily
folded the letter, and had barely done. go,
when this personage entered the room, and
inquired if' I had seen it. As I held it out to
him, he colored deeply, and seemed not a
littlo confused ; but immediately rallied, and
lavghingly remarked it was s Vorrowed
epistle, and the owner was vory anxzjous to
have it preserved. Well, s0 much for the
letter—~now for the dream.”

* No mutter about the dream, Henry,” in-

terrupted Milford; * dreams go for nothing,
Can you not recall the address of the epistle?
for that is of more consequence by far. Re-
think you now, seriously.”

Rosalie pondered a moment, pressed her
hand on her temples, and then exclaimed,
suddenly : . .

“1 have it! Ihave it} It was ‘ Jokn dnder
son, merchand.”

“Indeed!” exclaimed Milford, with renewed
interest. “ So, s0,” he muttered, mosingly :
“go, g0 ! then the young man is detectod, and
will doubtless swing for it I

“You know something of this Anderson,
then ?7 said Rosalie, in surprise.

“ No, nothing, only his name.”

“Do you think him a spy 2’

“Tt is mot always wise to give éxpression to
one’s thoughts, boy, in these aritical times,” .
replied Milford, with an air of reserve,

““Well, I must give mine so muech expres
sion as to say that I do think the individual
in question a spy,” returned Rosalie.”

“* Well, then, I am sorry for him.”

“I think you misunderstand me, Captaml-

I mean a British spy.”

“Hal o British spy! say you so " ‘eried
Milford, quickly, * What rensons have you
for this suspicion 2” :

“I wag about to tell you my dream.”

“Confound your dream, boy! I have some-
thing more important to think about,” re-
joined the Captain, testily. “Who is the
gentleman {0 whom you gave. the letter 77

“Iheg leave to withhold his name,” replied
Rosalie, with o cold, offended air.

* 8o, then, you wish to serve your mistress

‘and her enemies at the same time, eh? By

hoavens | if I thought you were playing a
double game, I”

““Well, sir, speak out.”

“No .matter, no matter,” returned the
Captain, evidently half-ashamed of his suspi-
ciong and display of temper, * Have you any

-more news 1’

“I helieve I have mentioned all of any
importance.” ’

“ When do you return. to the city 1"’

“ To-night, if possible; But may I be per
mitted to ask a guesticn 1

&“* S&,v un."
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* Do you know, or suspect, w.'o wrote that.
letter to Anderson 2’

“ I suspect,”

“Is he a man of stern integrity, above sus-
picion ?7

* He is,”

“Then my fears must he groundless,” re-
Joined Rosalie, thoughtfully. * There can be
no harm, however,” she added, *“in closely
watching the movements of all parties.” )

“Cértainly not,” coineided Milford, “I
hope you will ‘have a safe Jjourney hack,
Henry; and when you gee your mistress,
commend me to her In the warmest terms,
and say to her that my thoughts are divided

_ between herself and my country. Had I
time, and it were safe, T would write,. Warn
her to be guarded, very guarded, in all she
says or does; for wereany harm to befall her,
no one would more deeply grieve to learn i,
than he who sends this message. God bless
and preserve her! is my constant prayer. Be
true to her, Henry, for her like you ne’er may
find again,”

#I will treasure up your words a8 my
heart’s blood,” returned Rosalie, in a voice
made tremulous by deep emation.

She paused, her heart beat wildly, and she
was on the point of making herself known,
.when 'the voices of the returning party were
heard outside. Milford started up quickly,
muttered something abont duty, and left the
rooin. C

“ Better as it is,” sighed Rosalie, * for
ke would certainly not approve of this ad-
venture.”

Below stairs all was now noise and confu-
sion, consequent upon the return of Faulding
and his meh, who réported that no more of
the freebooters were to be found ; though one
of the imen declared, that shortly after setting
out in search, he distinctly heard the feet of
a horse going at full speed.

*Then doubtless the villain has run off
with my steed,” said Rosalie, who overheard

he remark. - ‘

Such proved to be the case—her horse was
stolen-—and she was obliged to procure one of
the host, who had tdo fa his stable, Captain
Milford volunteering security.

get out for home, which she did without
making herself known to the Captain, al
though she had another téfe-a-féte with him of
a foew minutes’ duration, relating to sume
matters unnecessary fur us to mention. -
Without following Rosalie on her fatiguing
and perilous journey back to town, let it suflice
here to say, that by great good furtune she
reached home in safety, alittle after daylight,
and, entering the house througli the garden,
stole wp to her room, unperceived by any
of the servanis. Iere she found poor Munce
Bitfing in a chair, fast asleep—the faithful
and affectionate creature having watched all
night for her mistress, and only been overcome
by wearied nature a.few minutes bpfme the
arrival of the latter. Wo searcely need add,
there waz heart-felt rejoicing, when the

sweot voice of Rosalie. . It was that rejoleing
which is expresged by tears, and a heart too
full fur words, )

Leaving Milford and his men to find their
way back with their captives, we shall now
turn to an entirely different scene.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE BALL AND THE PLOT,

Tue ball at Sir Henry Clinton’s was a
splendid affair. At an early hour in the even-
ing, carriageafter carringe, bearing gentlemen
and ladies of rank and fashion, with powdered
and liveried servants, rolled up to the door
and deposited their distingnished buardens
The whole mansion seemed a blaze of light,
80 brilliantly was every portion of it illumi
nated. The large hall for dancing was in the
gsecond stt{r.‘y, and ocoupicd nearly the whole
extent of the building—the partitions of the
different rooms having bheen removed for this
purpose—~thus making a grand :spartment
which was fitted tp in a style commensurate
to its size, the oceagion, and the rank of him
who gave the entertninment. Through this
saloon—for it was worthy to tear the name—
ran a row of fluted columns, beautifully
twined with laurel, and hung round with the
different banners belonging to. the army and

It was near upon widnight when Rosalie

pavy of Greot Britain, while the royal golors

mute was aroused by the gentle touch and.

L rie of admirers—wenried with the scene in

szlie refused any new engagements, and in
§ terms so peremptory, that only one individual,
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were fostooned over the grand entrance. Mag-
nificent drupery voncealed the walls, and gave
the upartment p gorgeous appen,m;nce i im-
mense chandeliers, depending here and there
from the ceiimg, nmde it as light as day;
while large mirrurs, in every quarter, doubled
and trebled the banavy, splendor, and grandear
of the whole. The ptatform for the musicians,
covered with erimson velvet, was in the cen-
ter; and here more touu fify of the best per-
formers were stationed, whose united: efforts
filled every portion of the voom with & strength
of melody seldom heard,

" But as it is not our desiga tv enter into a
detail of the ball itself, we shail therefore only
touch upon such incidents as have a direct
bcn,'ring upen our story. We may remark,
however, en passant, that the saloon was well
£lled with personages of both sexes, possess-
ing rank, riches, and beauty, among whom
were o few alike distingnished in the field and
the councils of the British nation,

Among the beautics present, Rosalie Du
Pont wns conspicuous.
white, with a pink rose on her bosom-—her
enowy arms hare below the elbows—her raven
tressea falling around her alabaster nsck—aq
single gold band around her head, with & large
diamond sperkling in the center of her smooth,
fair forehend, rivaled only by her flashing
eyes—with all her features intellectually ani-
mated-—she never appeared more fascinating,
more lovely, more dazzlingly beautiful than
now, And as she promenaded through the
soloon, hanging on the arm of the handsome,
accomplished, and distinguished Major Andre,
every eye was bent on the pair, either in ad-
miration or envy. Rosalie seemed in a great
flow of spirite; mirth sparkled in her eyes,
wit rolled from her tongue, and she became
an object of universsl note. Wherever she
went, o erowd followed her, each one eager to
be distingnished by being seen in 80 matehless
& presence; and her engagements for the
dance always numbered some five or six in
advance of the present sett.

At length, hecoming wenried with her cofe-

which ehe was playing no inferior part-—Ro-

Robed in spotless

and he a conecsited ‘coxcomb, ventured to

press his suit; and he, we may add, had

little eause to congratelate himself on the

result; for turning to aim, with a look of.
haughty scorn, Rosalie said, in & toue of the

most cufting sarcasm:

“8Bir, are you a Lbrazier by trade ?”

“ No, Ma'm’'selle, I'm a gentleman,” Haped
the other, with an air of great afectation.

“Then I am at a loss to accoant for your
having such a brassy face,” rejoined Rosalie,
turning away with an expression of sincere
contempt.

A shout of langhter from those near enough
to hear the conversation, attracted the atten-
tion of others move remcte ; but ere the retort
of the boauty could be ropeated, the coxcomb
had left- the saloon, nor did he again make
his appearance among the guests that night.

It was a late hour whon Rogalie coneluded
her engagements, and found an opportunity to -
steal from the saloon unfollowed. Ieated and .
fatigued, she sought the garden, which, beag- .*
tifully laid out, and tended with great care,
skill, and taste, by an experienced gardener,
presented no mean attraction, with its vine
clad arbors, rory bowers, shaded avenues, and
labyrinthine walks, as the presence of more
than fifty people, alveady strolling about here,
bore ample testimony. Rosalie was not now
in a mood to come in eollision with any more
admirers—she wished to bo alone—and hear-
ing loud conversation and laughter just in
advance of her, as shewas entering the garden,
she turned back, and perceiving a door on the
left opening into a Jibrary, lighted only by
the great lamp ir e hall, she stepped in
here, hoping she. _,ght for a time wholly
escape observation, and have to herself a fow
minutes of calm, quiet reflection,

It was not light enough in the library to en-
able Rosalie to read, even had she been so dis-
posed ; and after merely glancing at the goodly .
array of books on the shelves, she passed be-
hind a sereen that had evidently been set in
here from some other room, and threw herself
down upon ‘a settee, which stood nlong the
wall,  Scarcely had shé settled herself into a
comfortable position, when a party approached
the door, and 3 voice, which she hmmedintely

recognized as Sir Henry Clinton’s, said: - -
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* Step in here, gentlemen—we shall not be
disturbed here; and as light is not necessary
to our conference, [ will close the door.”

How many entered the :library, Rosalie
could not tell, nor of whom the party was
vomposed ; but she knew by the sound of feet
there were several, and she was on the point
of making her presence known, and beating
o retreat, when she heard the deor close, and
found herself enveloped in darkness, At the
same moment, Sir Henry proceeded, and the
words that reached her ears arrested her at-
tention, and held her spell-hound.

“ And now, Sir George,” he continued, “I
will come to the point in as few words as pos-
sible. That our mercantile correspondent is
General Arnold, there is in my mind not
the shadow of & doubt. True, there has been

. no meeting between him and Andre, here, #s
yet, although there was an appointment for
one yesterday, and which would have taken
place, only for an oversight of Captain Suth-
erland, who commands, as your excellengy
knows, the sloop-of-war Vulture, The meet-
ing, per arrangement, was to have taken place
at Dobbs’ Ferry, on yesterday, at twelve
o’clock; and for this purpose the Vulture
sailed up the river the night previous, bearing
Andre, or Anderson, ns he is known in the
eorrespondence, and Colonel Robinson. The
Vulture gnchoring a mile or two this side the
ferry, Major Andre thonght it best to await
the approach of General Arnold, before pro-
ceeding to the rendezvous, Near twelve, Ar-
nold’s barge was seon coming down the river;
and landing on the east side of the Hudson,
the Adjutant and Colonel set off t¢ meet him.
But a mistake occurred, which prevented the
meeting, and was nigh being fatal to Arnold
himself, Sutherland had neglected to with-
draw the guard-bonts; and as Arnold ap-
proached without a flag, they, of course, con-
sidered him a legitimate enemy, and fired
upon him, He was doubtless a good deal as-
tonished, and angered, and beat o hasty re-
treat, followed by a small boat, which was
nigh overhauling him, when a coupte of rebel
guns opened upon it, and so he fortunately
escaped capture, which would in all proba-
bility have spoiled our plans. Ihave not heard
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malice to us for this gross mistake, be mm ydy |

cline fur t.hel negoc}nmoua ; but I think aol, &
the stake, if he win, is in his eyes of toe much
side of the ferry till near sundown; but
ing, they procured a couple of horses, and
failare.”

“ And whit does your excellency proposs
now ?” inquired another voice, which Rosalie

1 took to be that of Sir Georgs Rodney.

*Why, I have thought the matter over se
riously,” replied Sir Henry, “have consnlted
with my friends here, Andre and Robhinson,
on the suhject, and we have finally decided on
this plan, which, if. your excellency and Gene
ral Knyphausen approve, shall be ocarried
into effect as soon as possible.
binson will return to the Vulture, with orders
to Captain Sutherland to-take her up as far

be greatly facilitated, without any personal
risk. The Colonel will then write a letter to

the Highlands, soliciting an interview cn
private business. This he will inelose in one
to General Arneld, requesting the latter te
hand it to Putnam, or if Putnam has gone
away, to return it to him-—adding,’thas if
such be the case, he trusts, from -Arnolds
well-known humane and generous character,
he will grant the snme favor he was about to
ask of Putnam.
velope, wiil then be sent with a flag to the
officer commanding at Verplank’s Point, soms
five or six miles above, with a request that
the parcel be forwarded to Arnold’s head:
quarters without delay.”

“Buat suppose,” interrupted Sir George,
“thet by any accident these letters fall into
‘the wrong hands, suspicion be awnkened, and
they be opened and pernsed ?”.

¢ Well, what then?—there will not be
o line in them which Wnshington himself
might not read, without guessing, or even
m]strushmg, the ohject for which they were
written,” )

* « QOnly it might strike bim as singular,” pur

from Arnold since; and it is possible, out of

importance to be sacrificed for a mere whim, ks
Andre and Iobinson remained on the easl |

finding there was no likelihood of 2 meeb |

rode into town, to make report to me of thefe |

Colongl Ro-
as Tgller’s Point, where the negoolation will’

- ooy o g Teply.
(teneral Putnam, under pretense he is still in |

These letters, in one ete]

& plan.”
 voice, in a foreign accent, which Rosalie

y pursued Sir Gerge Rodney; and as T told
& you hefore, Sir Henry, T am ready to give you
j 817 naval assistance in my power.”

sued the other, “that a colonel in the British
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service should raquest a private interview
with one of his generals,

4T would grant you so, Sir George,” ro-
joined Clinton, *“ were the officer in question
any other than Colonel Robinson.”

“ And why not him ag well as another }”

“Ah! Toverlooked the fact that you know
nothing of Robinson’s private affairs. I will
be more explicit, The house and grounds
where General Arnold now resides, are the
rightful properiy of the Colonel, which, by a
law of the State of New York, has heen made
confiscate, hecause of the latter’s adherence
to the erown, The purport of the letters is
to be a request for a private interview, for the
purpose of ascertaining if some means can
not be devised for recovering and retaining
this estate, which, under existing circum-
stances, will seem all very right and proper,
I beligve T have stated the matter correctly,
Colonel Robinson?” concluded Sir Henry,
appealing to that officer, who made one of the
party present.

“You have, your excellency,” was the

“Ha! I see it now,” reterned Sir George.
“A capital plan: but go on, Sir Henry.”

“Well, these letters,” resumed eneral
Clinton, “being forwarded to General Ar-
nold, will of course convey to him the im-
portant fact that Colomel Robinson is on
board the Vulture; and will be a suffcient
excuse for him to return them in person
~—or, if' not, by another party—in which
ease he can readily make known where and
when an mtervmw can be had. Such is our

- And 1 like it well,” returned Sir George.
Iapprove of it, most decidedly.”
“I ooncur with Sir George,” said another

doubted not was that of General Knyphausen;
who commanded the Germans.

“I hope the scheme will bo succesqfu] ”

“ And again T return thanks for the offer,”
nswered Sir Henry,

[
I supposo it is unnecessary for me to sug-
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sl}ould never for & moment lose sight of the
fugt that we are dealing with a traitor.”

“1 um too well aware of that,” replied Siz
Henry Clinton, *“to run any needless risk
and this makes it so important thero shonld
be o personal interview with Arnold. Every
thing must be arranged definitely, not only in
what manner ke is to surrender himself, the
forts, and garrison to me—so that the King's
troops, wont on the expedition, shall be in ne
danger from a counter-plot or surprase—lmt
also the precise amount we are to pay him,
and the precisa rank we arc to bestuw apon
bim, in return for all the noble sacrifices he
will make in our behalf.” .

“T care not for the gold,” rejoined Sir
George, 'sareastically ; “ for every rascal ean
be paid in filthy luere ; but if this traitor is
destined to hold rank in the British army, I
thavk ITeaven my lot has heen onast on tlw
water,” !

“We shall be obliged to give him 2 com-
mission, without doubt,” answered Sir ITerry;
“and though T dislike the idea as much as
your exceliency can, yet the bargain is so im-
portent to the eause we serve, that we must
make the end justify the means, and so pot
up with it.”

Ay, it should be a very important end thal;
can justify such means,” returned the other,
“So 1t is, Sir George-—so it is an important
end—no less than the end of this rebellions
struggle—the coup de grice of this war,” re-
plied the General, quickly.

“ Ay, so you sny, General Clinton ; but you
must pardon me if I do not see it in the sama
strong light a8 your excollency. I we sue-
ceed in getting possossion of West Point and
its dependencies, it will be an advantage
gained, T readily admit—ay, a great advan-
tage—but I can not-so readily admit that it
will be the finishing stroke, as you term it, of
the war.” -
** Of conrse spmething must depend on the
time when it falls into our hands,” rejoined
Sir Heury., “Now Washington, it is well
known, to me at least, is on the point of effects
inga junetion with his French allies, and but
for your exceltency’s arrival here with n fléet,
would doubtless proceed at once to lay siege

gest caution,” pursued Sir Georgé; *‘but we

to this ¢ity ; and may even do 20 06 it is ;. at
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&ll events, he will be Iikely to make West
Point a depot for his military stores till some
decisive plan of operations is determined on,
Now, if we can get possession of this post ab
the critical moment when the deposit is made,
we shall thwart his plans, cripple his exer-
tions, breed disaffection in his army, and as
Congress is too poor to recover from the blow,
it is altogether probable our own terms will

be acceded to, and mo the rebellion will end,

to.our own satisfaction and the glory of King

George. But with your exgellency’s per
mission, I will take another opportunity to

diseass this suhject more at length, for I fear
“our company will be missed, and our friends
bo at a loss fo account for our: absence.
lome, gentlemen, as’ onr plan is settled for

the present, let us return to the saloon, and
join in the hilarious excitement of the oe-
casion,”

“With all my heart,” returned Sir George,
Iaughing ; “for after so serious and important
a couneil of war, I think a little music and
dancing would not come amiss, Th! M“I.JOX w

“ Certainly not to me,” replied a voice that
Rosalie had not before heard, but which she
at once recognized as that of Andre’s, “1I
must hunt up my fair partner, and see if she
will not honor me with her hand for another
pett, notwithstanding I understand she has
peremptorily refused more than a dozen eager
admirers that pleasure already.”

“Ah! Major, you are a lucky fellow,” re-
Joined Sir George, pleasantly ; “and many a
- one would give ten years of his life to stand
in your shoes this night. I observed your
partner closely, and must unhesitatingly pro-
nounce her, not only the handsomest Yady in
the saloon, but the most beautiful ereature I
ever béheld.”

* % And a8 pood and loyal as she is beantiful,”
chimed in Sir Henry., “1 would there were
more of her sex like her. But come, gentle-
men,come;” and opening the door as he spoke,
he went out, followed by all the others.

It were no easy task to portray the feelinge
of Rosalie Du Pont, as, half-dead with fear,
afraid to mové, or even draw a natural respi-
ration, ghe listened to the detail of a scheme
' on whoso_failure or’suceess the triumph or
. defeat of the American struggle for freedom

depended. There wag no lon gow auy mystery
to her in the strange hints that Andre had
thrown ont concorning the saccess of the Bri
tish arms, in the event of the allicd armies be-
sieging New York.
peake expedition was now clearly solved;
and the fears that, from some unknown cause,
she had entertained, of there being treason in

high places, now had a terrible confirmation {

—at leust to her a terrible confirmation—for,
as the reader has already seen, all her sympa
thies were enlisted in the American cause.
It was, therefore, with o feeling of inex-
pressible relief she sow the party depart, and
found herself alone, undiscovered. Now came
the thought of what was to he done. Had she
a right to make use of the knowledge thus
aecidentally obtained, and endeaver fo thwart
this treasonous project? or wos she bound to

Jkeep it as the secret of others, who were $o
She &

all appearance her personal friends ?
thought rapidly, and even with pain, but the
struggle with herself was soon over. 'This
gecret had not been intrusted to her in confi
dence ; she had learned it by one of fortune’s
chanees, ag it seemed to her providentially;
and to make use of it to sarve the cause whese
interests she had at heart, seemed more a duty
than a breach of faith, She was not pledged
to retain the secret, and she felt it eould ine
fliet no personal injury, save en the person
of a treacherous general, whose very acts con
demned him in the eyes of those who wen
ahout to pay him for his villany. - And was it
not just and proper he should be punished for
his meditated erime against o nation that had
elevated him to the distinguished position he
now held? Heor heart whigpered in the af
firmative. By exposing him, sho would only
be taking advantage of an aceident, thé aame
as those who were to reap sucecess from his
perfidy ; and that this was justifiable, under
the circumstances, she felt convineed beyond
a doubt,

“Hud I overheard a plan te nssassinate a
friend L esteem,” she argued, mentally, “should
I not be accessory to the crime, did I not take
iinmedia.te‘steps to make it known, and bring
the guilty to justice? Conscience says ves
Then how much more necessary that I should
act promptly from the present knowledgn

The enigma of the Chesa- |
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which threatons not merely the death of an
individual, but of a nation—that will bring
gorrow and woe not only to the present gene-
ration, but to generations yet unborn !”

llaving thus settled all seraples with re-
speet to the course she designed to pursue,
the next guestion was how this important in-
telligence eould be immediately conveyed to
(eneral Washington. There was no time to
be lust, for the scheme of iniguity was al-
ready ripe, and on the very point of success,
and the delay of a single day might be fatal
to her hopes.

“I can not go myself,” she reasoned, *‘and
wham can Isend? AhlT have it,”” she men-
tally added, » moment after. * Yes, he must
tnow of some one, and he has power to ac-
somplish almost any thmg he undertakes. I
wust see him this very might.”

All these thoughts passed with hghtmng
sapidity through the mind of Rosalie; and
ag she came to the final decision, shewarose,
and ‘eautiously advanced to the door lead-
ing into the hall. Fortunately, no person
was in.sight, although voices eould be heard
et the top of the stairs and in the garden;
and gliding forward with a quick, light step
toward the latter, she soon found herself
in the open air, where she drew a long
breath of relief; for until now the fear of
discovery had made her weak almost to fuint-
ing. .
The gorden was brilliantly illuminated ;
and by the light of the hundred lamps de-
pending from the trees and shrubbery, she
saw it was oceupied by the larger portion of
the guests, some of whom were seated under

the arbors tdlc-a-téte, while others, arm-tn-arm,

were strolling about in every direction. A
eonstant hum of vmceé relieved every now
snd then by a gay ringing langh, proclaimed
general conversation and great conviviality.
All seemed to be enjoying themselves, and,
what was more important to Rosalie, all ap-
peared oecupied, for just now she desired
above all things to be slone, that she might
have time to regain her wontad eomposure,
and seriously reflect upon the terrible plot
ghe had discovered, and the part she was
thoutto take to preventits succeeding. Per-
ceiving an unoccupied seat to the right of

the main svenue, where it chanced to be 1ess

light than elsewhore, she advanced toward

this, thinking she might here escape obser-:
vation, at Jeast for a few minutes. 'But she

was disappointed, for she had not advanced

half s dozen steps, when she felt n hand

lightly touch her arm, and a full-toned, musi-

cal voiee said, playfully :

“Ah) truant, so T have found you at Iast.
Come, the queen of night must not withdraw
her luster, and leave us to grope in darkness
thus early.”

As Rosalie heard these words, a strange,
faint, tremulons feeling made her whole frame .
quiver like an aspen; she felt the blood for-
sake her cheeks, and retreat to her heart; and
a kind of awful dread rendered her powerless
and unable to move. Fortanately it wos only
momentary in its duration; and partially
recovering herself by a great effort, she half-
turned her head, with n cot;uettish air, and

in a tone of playful irony, replied:

#The gallant Major Andre must be short
of metaphors to-night, or he would not com-
pare such dazzling splendor as mine to the
pale moon. Or/? she added, quickly, “is it
possible he is moon-struck 77

“T must protest the pale moon is no such
bad comparison after all,” rejoined Andre,
eatohing e slight view of the other’s features,
“Why, Ma'm’selle Rosalie, your face is as
white a5 a sheet, and your hand trembles ner-
vously. Good heavens! are you ill?”

“Yes, I do feel slightly indisposed,” mur.
mured Rosalie, faintly, “I am glad yon are
here, Adjutant; for I-wonld ask, as a favor,
you will take me home without delay.”

“Certainly, certainly. Take myarm back
into the mansion, and I will call assistance,
and order the carriage,”

“No, no, donot call any one ; I will remain
here till the carriage is ready; I awm strong
enough for that. And Jet me beg of you, as
a favor, you will not make my ‘indisposition
known to any one till I have gone, and then
make my exenses and regrets to the hostand
his family. Do not look so alarmed, Major;
it is nothing serious; a little faintness from
over-exertion, and a heated jroom, perhaps.
There, go and order the cnrrlhge, and T will
be here on your return. Iere is the number
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of my she I.WI \nhluh any of the servants will
hand you,”

“[ will soon return,” said Andre; and he
hastened into the hoase. .

Tle was good as hisword; and in less than
ten minutes Rosalie was on her way home.

CHAPTER XV.
THE ASTROLOGER AGAIN.

“1 am really sorry this has ocenrred,” said
Andre, as the splendid carringe, containing
Rosalie and himself, rolled almost noiselessly
over the flinty pavement; *“for I had been
anticipating great plensure in being honored
with your hand for'another dance.”

“And I sincerely regret my sudden indis-
position has been the cause of depriving Ma-
jor Andre of so important a gratifieation,”
replied our heroine, somewhat ironiéally.

“DPshaw!¥ rejoined Andre, in a vexed
tone; “why will you always persist in put-
ting a wrong construction upon whatever I
Bﬂy ?J) .

* Because, agaitish my express dealre, you
will persist in addressing to me meaningléss
compliments,” replied Rosalie.

“Well, well, I will not offend again,” re-
turned the Adjutant. And then, as if to
change tho subject, he added: * Ias your
messenger returned yet from the country *

“Yes, he came home this momning, But
how know you any thing of his journey 2"

“I met him at the bridge;” and Andre
proceeded to narrate the particulars of the
meeting, little dreaming that the incident was
more powerfully impressed upon the mind of
his hearer than on-his own,

“Ah! yes, I have heard something of this,”
said Rosalie, as the other concluded; *and
toking all things into consideration, I hardly

think I shall again send out for more naws.”.

** Just the course I would advise,” rejoined
Andre; “for the little intelligence of the en-
emy’s movements to be gained ot present, is
not adequate to the risk your messenger must
nooessarily yun. Besides,” he adled, aftera
moment’s pause, ©* I.may as well inform you,
spropos to your decision, that, for the present,
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| the other course will be wholly impractica.
| ble.”
¥

“1 do not understand you,” almost gaqped
Rosalie, alarmed, yet searcely knowing what
she had to fear.

“Why, his excellency, Sir Henry Clinton,
for especinl reasons, has just issued orders, to
have the lines and outpests doubled, a vige
lant wateh to be kept, and no person, under
the rank of major, to be allowed to pass to-
ward the enemy, and not then, unless he show
his writien permit, bearing date the very day
the attempt is made‘; and all persons coming
from the enemy are to be arrested and con-
dueted straightway to his presence.

Well did Rosalie now understand the
wherefore of this caution ; and her keart sunk
within her, as she reflected on how amall was
the chance of conveying to Washington in-
telligenes of the diabolical plot for the ruin
of himself and country. Bub stil! she was de-

while studying out some plan by which to
effect her purpose, she suddenly recollected
she was not alone, and that her silence mighs

she said, hurriedly :

“Major Andre must pardon me for not re
plying to his remarks; but, reaily, I feel far
from well.”

At this moment the carriage stopped before
the residence of Rosalte; and as the Major
assisted ber tu alight, and saw her into the
mansion, he expressed a hope her illness

take an early opportunity of sending round to
learn the state of her health, He then wished
her a good night, returned to his carriage,
and a moment later the sound of wheels an-
nounced his departure.

Rosalie now informed the servants who had
waited up for her, that they were at liberty to
retire as soon a8 they pleased, and she could
get along without any assistance ; and taking
% silver lamp from the porter, she slowly pro-
ceeded to her- own apartment, where she
threw herself down upon a seat, with an air of
extreme exhaustion. She had spoken no un-
trath, when she told the Major she was far
from feeling well; for what with the excite-

termined the effort should be made; and

be mistaken for indifference or caprice, and

would not prove serions, and said he shonld -

ment and fatigue of her journey to the coun .
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fry lose of rest for two aneoessive rights, to-
gotlar with the startling plot she had juat
overheard—a plot which invelved the ruin of
her dearest and most cherished hopes——she
was now in o fitter econdition for the bed, than

E for the adventure she had in contemplation.

But nndueexcitement lenta transient sirength
to her nearly worn out frame; and after sit
ting a few minutes to recover her shattered
faculties, slie hastily arese, and throwing off
her ball attive, donned the disgoise she had so
puccessfully used the night previous. She now
put out her light, locked the door of her dress-
ingroom or boudoir, which communieated
with her sleeping chnmber, and stealing softly
down the stairs, entersd the shrubbery, and
passod out of the garden through a wicket
gate that opened upon the hank of the river,

Some fifteen minutes later, -Rosalie stood
before the glenmy residence of Signor Carlin,
demanding of the black porter, who slept near
the gate, instant admittance to the presence
of his master, on pressing business; for well

# she knew the habits of the astrolo;ﬁer, who
i made it a point never to slamber while the

stars shone, although he seldom received a
To this demand
the black replicd, that [his master was survey-
ing the heavens from ‘his obsermtmy, as he
styled a small eupola built on the ridge of the
house, and that he had given ¢éxpress orders
ot to he disturbed,

“1 must see him, nevertheless,” replied
Rosalie, “ and I will stand between you and
harm. Here, take him this ring, and say
that the bearer mnst have immediate au-
dience, on business that will not admit of a
moment’s delay. And for your trouble,”
added Rosalie, as the negro received the ring
through the little wicket before mentioned,
but still seemed to hesitate whether he should
take it to his master or return it, ** for your
trouble here is half a crown, which, if you
bring back a favorable answer, shall instantly
}nve a fellow to jingle with it.”

This was a temptation irresistible; and
away went the black, with a haste that argued
lieele faar of his master's displeasure, Pre-
gently he returned, and opening the gate, in-
formed our heroine that, t}irough a little extra
persaasion of his own, his masier had swerved

visitor at so late an hour,
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from his usual habit, and consented to see
her.  Rosalie was not slow to take the hint;
and slipping another half crown into the hand
of the guide, she followed him to the same
apartment wherein we first introduced Car-
lini to the reader ; though unlike her prede
eegsor on that oceasion, she saw no dazzlmg
lights and ne magic changes.

The Chamber of Pate was now oxactly as
we deseribed it then, the astrologer was seated
in the snne manner and place, and the large
globe lamp, hanging over the black table,
shone on the same deadly-pale, strongly-
marked countenance, and small, hla.ck, fiory
eyes. ’

“Woll, boy, thy basiness with Carlini?”
said the astrologer, in the same cloar, sono-
rous tone, making a gestare with his hand to
the chair opposite. ¢ This ring 1 know—is
its owner thy mistress? and did rhe send
thee? Come, speak! speak ! for I have left
the heavens, and all the starry host, to give
thes audience.”

“Are we alone?” asked Rosalie, glancing
round the apartment. :

“ As much alone a¥ two can be, while the
spirits of departed friends keep us company,”
was the singular answer.

“1 mean, ig there no danger of our heing
overhesrd P '

“None; but If thy commenication bo a
very important seeret, thou mayest speak
Tow.”

1t Is important,” said Rosalie, hurriedly.
“In the first place, T am Rosalie Du Pont.”

“Thoy P returned the astrologer, arching
his brows, with a look of surprise.

“¥es, I am in disguise. Behold! thisis
a wig; .-md look! this arm is as white as
your own,’

“Ah! my lady,” beran the other in an
altered tone, at the same time rising and
bowing with a deferential air. :

“Hush!” interrupted Rosalie, with a ges-
ture of impatience; “no time for idle cere-
mony now. Imasteay what I have to say, and
be off; for the old church hell hag just tolled
three, and daylight most find me in hed at
homs, I will, therefore, come to the point at
onee. Not two hours aince, I accidentnlly
overhoard a plot which threatens destruetion
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to all our hopes, and death to freedom. You
start, Signor Carlini, as well you may, when I
tell you this vile scheme is to be accomplished
through the treachery of & distinguished
American general, who bas the confidence
of Washington and Lafayette, and who has
recently been appointed, by the former, to the
command.of one of the most important mili-
tary posts in the country.”

“Just Ileaven I can this be true! of whom
dost speak ” eried Carlini, greatly excited,
his small black eyes fairly emitting raye like
fire.

“ Of General Arnold—mo lesg—=who, for a
stipulated price, will botray West Point and
its dependencies into the hands of Sir IIenry
. Clinton, Tsee you are disposed to be incredu-
lous, as I would he with less proof than I
have had ; but wait one moment, and I will
convinee you of the truth of my words, I
will not seruple to tell you all in confidence ;
bat remember! it must go no further; this I
enforce, ag a condition, on your honor 29 a
gentleman,” '

“ Which is sacred, my lady. Pray, goon.”

Rosalie now proceeded to velate, in a hur-
ried mauner, how she had been ai Sir Hen-
ry’s ball, and what she had chanced to hear
concerning the meditated treason of Arnold.
And she wonnd up by asking:

* And now what is to be done ? It is all
important this scheme should be communi-
cated o0 Washington immediately ; and yet I
am at a loss for means to convey the intelli-
gence; and therefore have I sought you, who
rarely foil in any thing you undertake,”

“A ftrusty courier must be dispatched at
enece,” replied Carlini; *this intelligence is
too important to risk by any chanee convey-
ance.”

“ But a conrier will hardly be able to get
through the lines, for'’—

#1le must have a pass,” interrupted Car-
lini, decidedly, “oven if it be a forged one;
for in this strait, whore the fate of a nation
hangs in the balance, the end will sur ely
justify the means.”

“But a prss will not avail him,” rejoined
Rosalie, quickly, *“as T wns about to inform
you when you interrupted me. I hnve it
from Major Andre, that Sir Ifenry Clinton

hag issued imperative orders, to have the gef.
tries on the lines and out-posts doubled, -and
that no person, under the rank of major, shall
be allowed to. pass toward the enemy, and
not even then, unless he bear a written per
mit, dated the very day he presents it.””

# Ha! ig this so 7’ exclaimed Carlini, knit
ting his brows, with a troubled look. *This
i3 bad for ug—unfortunate—decidedly so.”’

“You see they fear us,” returned Rosalie;
* they fear their diabolical secret may leak
out; and they are taking every precaution
to prevent its renching our friends.”

“ But we must try and thwart their plang, §

nevertheless,” rejoined Carlini, walking up
and down the room, “Let me see! let me
see
must get through the lines,

or gold, can be tempted to make the trial ¥

“T know of no one,” answered Rosalie
“and therefore have I come to you.”

“Tt is a fearful emergency,” rejoined Con
lini, resuming his walk back and forth, and
seeming to reflect intensely. * A fearful risk,”
he added, after a short pange. ** Butb it must
bo done,”” he said, as if in conclusion of the
argument held ip his own mind: “ay, it musl
be done ; it is the last resource; God grani
it may not fail! for I love the youth and th
cause I serve.” . Then turning to Rosalie, ks
continued: “There is one way, your lady
ghip, by which the trial can be made. Ther
ig in town a noble youth, whose life I saved;
and o, out of gratitude for the act, solemuly
vowad to do any thing honorable I might re
quire at his hands. e loves me 89 a 8oL,
and I may add, I love him as a father

therefore you ean readily understand hmv
painful it is to my feelings to request him fe}
set ont on so dangerous a mission; forif}

taken, and the slightest evidence be a@duced
concerning his object, he will as surcly swingf
as that I am a living man.”

Rosalie shuddered, a faint, sickening foohd
ing came over her, and staggering to a sen
she threw herself heavily down upon it, anif

placing her arms upon the table, rested hoZg8

head upon them, _
“Thou art ill, my lady!” said the nstrolt|
ger, with a look of some alarm, “ Sure

Ah] there is bat one way—a courier [
Does your lady- !
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mere sympathy for one thou dost not know
would not affect thee thus.”
“gqo on,” said Rosalie, faintly; “do not

: mind me; I shall be better soon.”

- #1lere, try some of this cordinl,” pursued
the other, producing a vial of dark liguid.
“TF thon art faint, weak, and nervous, it will
revive thee; and "give thee new estrength.
Oaly a little, only a fow drops,” continued the

ather, a8 Rosalie reached out her trembling

hand for the vial, “for much would do thee
harm.”

Rosalie touched it to her tongue, and re-
turned it A moment after she said:

“Ahl I feel better already: that should
be talled the Elixir of Life.” :

“Thou hast gnessed the name, my lady.
To resume my subject: I have thought of a
plan by which the danger to this young man
can be materially lessened. Should no paper
of any kind be found npen his person, there
would not, of conrse, be sufficient proof of
any secreb design to justify banging him;
and therefore he would not, in all probability,
guffer any thing more serious than a short
impriconment and rude exnmination.”

“You mean, then, he shall carry a verbal
message,” said Rosalie. ’

“No, my lady, for his word, unsupported
by other evidence, might not be sufficient
to induce Washington to take those prompt
measures which the emergoncy of the case
demands.”

“But it would be enough to put him on
his guard ; and by watching the movements
of the traitor, he might dptect him in his
rascality, and that would be all the proof ho
would need.”

“True, that is true; but still I think my
plan the best. But I forget, I have not yet
explained it to your ladyship.” Here the
astrologer advanced to one side of the room,
drew aside the black tapestry, and from a
shelf in the wall, took down a box, which he
opened, and shortly produced a silver bullet.
“DBy this contrivance,” he continued, exhi-
biting it to Rosalie, “ we can send o written
messagé without much risk to our messenger.
I perceive you look puzzled, my lady—Ilet me
explain, Here, as you can see, when I press
on the sides thus, a small door, or lid, flies

'

heavens! your ladyship isill!
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open, showing the ball to be hollow. Well,
into this aperture our written message ean
be placed, and our messenger can conceal the
bullet about his person. Should ke be taken,
he has ohly to swallow the ball at once, and
then he will have nothing to fear. Bus, geod
1 exclaimed the
astrologer, suddonly struek with the deathly
pallor of the other, and an air of extreme ex-
haustion which all her efforts could not over-
come, “Hal she is sinking,” he addod, as
he sprang forward to give her support,

“ Air! air!” gasped Rosalie, faintly: and
ms she uttered the words, she sunk Jifclesa
into the arms of the astrologer.

Stretehing her fair form apon the table,
Carlini hurriedly procured water, and dashed
it into her face, at the same timo pouring out
a few drops of his Elixir of Life, with whick
he moistened her lips. Soon she began to
revive; and when animation and conscious-
ness had fully returned, she said:

-1 will go home, Signor Ca.rl'mi, and leave
this husiness wholly with you.” :

“1 will attend your ladyslnp,” returned
Carlini.

“Na, no—I will not—"

* Nuy, not a word—I shall go!” said the
astrologer, in o decided tone, '

And well was it for Rosalie he went; for
s0 weak and faint was she, at times, a8 to be
unable to stand without support. How she
reached her own room, after Carlini, who
persisted in condueting her to the foot of the
stairs, Jeft her, was ovey a mystery to herself;
bat reach it she did; and when Munce entered
her ehamber shoftly after daylight, and foand
her stretched upon the floor insensible, her
surprise and grief may readily be Wnagined.
To raise her up, strip off her disguise, wash
the dark stain from her hands and face, and
place her properly in bed, was the first eare

-of the faithful mute; and to arouse the ser-

vants, and have a physican immediately sent
for, her second.

" Fortunately the disguise of Rosalie, and
her alisence from the house after her return
from the ball, was never known to, or even
suspeeted by, the rest of the household ; and
this she owed to the pressnce of mind dis
played by Mugpea.
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"Whan Major Andre, faithful to his promise,
ealled at an early hour to inquire after Rosa-
lie, ke laarned, much to his surprise and sor-
row, that she was delirious, and suffering
from a raging fever of the worst type,

Leaving our heroine on her sick couch,
and the astrologer 4o carry out the plan
already known to the réader, we must again
shift the scene, and intreduce new characters
upon our stage of action. '

CIIAPTER XVI,
_ WASHINGTON AND THE TRAITOR.

Soyve several days after the events re-
corded in the last two chapters, and on a fine,
delightful afterncen in September, a group
of officers was collected on the western bank
of the ITudson, at King’s Ferry. The central
figure of thiz group, and who was ever ad-
dressed with a certain air of deference by the
others, was very tall, his staturs not being
less than six feet, but so symmetrically pro-
portioned a8 not to appear much above the
ordinary size, unless a comparison were made
between him and those who stood arcund him,
when his noble dimensions heenme strikingly
apparent. There was a certain air of com-
manding majesty about this man, aside frem
mere proportions—a kind of god-like dignity,
if we may use the term withont irreverence—
which none who saw him g¢nce could ever
forget, Very few men could npproach him
without a feeling of awe; none dared presume
on o trifling familiarity, And yet there was
mothing withering, terrible, or even haughty,
in either Iook, speech, or action. No, ail was
" ealm snd quiet s a lnke without o wavelet,
His face wag one a child would love, and
-stand lest in awe before than even & man in

years—it waas so noble, so mild, so serene, so -

benignant, and &¢ gentle in expression, And
:yot, withal, was it grave almost to sternness,
‘dignified almost to cold reserve, and thought-
iful almost to melancholy. You folt, in gazing
wipon it, you were looking upon the face of
mo ordinary man—that you stood in the
ipresonce of a superior being—a belng to love
and reverence. That broad, high, thoughtful
JJbrow ; those large, soft eyes; that classie-
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shaped nose; that handsome mouth; thut
well-turned chin ;—in short, each feature,
either separately or colleetively, expressel 3
majesty*before which that of mere royalty
must sink in comparison as the puppet sinks
before the man, It was the majesty of good.
ness, of greatness, sct there by nature; and
whether surrounded by princely velves, or
beggar’s sackeloth, it could not be mistaken,
Over this benign countenance, when in repose,
lingered a sweet, almost melancholy smile,
that proved orie of its groatest charms, albeit
it made yon sad to bebold it. It touched
your inmost sympathies ; and while you might

sorrow to behold it there, you could not wish,

it otherwise. This officer wore a blue clbth
military coat, in shape not unlike those now
worn by the Quakers, which was fastened by
a single button across the breast of his fawn-
oolored waistcoat, or vest- A white eravat,
buffskin brecches, high top-boots, and a three-
cornered hat, completed his attire, which set
off’ his commanding figure to the best advan-
tage. A heavy, gold epaulette pressed either
shounlder, denoting his high rank, and a beaa-
tiful aword was attached to his girdle,

But why dwell ‘on a portrait whi¢h is in-
delibly impressed upoen the heart of- every
true Ameriean—ay, for that matter, every
true lover of liberty throughout the world!
Need we say more, than that the personage
of whom we have attempted a slight descrip-
tion, was the commander-in-chief of the Ame-
rican forces, the father of his country, the
immortal George Washington?

- On the left of Genernl Washington stood
another important personage in our country’s
history. Ile was a stoud, thick-set man, with
a broad, heavy, strongly-marked, intellectual
ecuntenance. This was the Marquis de La-
fayette. COrouped around the two genersls,
were several other officers, holding the rank
of colonels and majors; and these eomposed
the suite of Washington, who was now on his
way to Hartford, to have an interview with
Count de Rochambeau, for the purpose of
effecting the 1ong-deaired union of the two
friendly armies.

At the moment introduced, Washington
and his retinue were locking at the beantiful

barge of General Arnold, which, propelled by

[
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fwo stout oarsmen, wag rapidly nearing the
ghore; the General himself being seated iu the
gtern, stiffiy erect, pomyjously equipped, and
pteering with his own hands.

s Arnold certainly has & very handsome
water-craft,” observed Washington to Lafay-
ette; “and on'so fine a day as this, one could
be more disagresably employed than in gliding
over the tranquil bosom of the Hudson. [If
we had any time to spare, I should not mind a
ghovt ride in it myself.” ‘

1 With the General's permission, I think we
may as well cross the river in it,” returned the
Marquis,

¢ Ah! true—doubtless we can test its Inxury
a little in this way,”’ smiled the commander-
in-chiefl

The boat had by this time touched the shore,
and Arnold immediately advanced toward the
group of officers, with a dignified, respectful
eir, and a very placid countenanee; but in

trath, his feelings were very different from

what they seemed ; and though not appearing
to do 50, he closely serutinized every feative
end expression of cvery member of the party.
He saw nothing, however, indicating a know-
ledge, or even suspicion, of his guilty design;
and greatly relieved by this, his salutations
were more cordial than usual.

“T give you good day, gentlemen,” he said,
touching his hat, and slightly lifting it from

[ his head, with tee military grace and polite-

ness, and as a special mark of deference to his

genlor in command,

All returned the salute, even to Washing-

b ton Limself, with the same air of respectful

courtesy, when the latter said, pleasantly:
“T was almost envying you, Geueral, the

¢ possession of so heauntifal & boat, and time to

eail in it on a day like this.”

“If your excellency will accept of it as 8
elight tuken of regard—"

“Nu, no,” interrupted Washington, “T eould

not use it.if I had it, for duty leaves no fime
j fur plerwure. I thank you all the same; and
| forthe gift, if you will substitute the loan of it
| 0 crose the river—"?

- “Most certainly,” interrupted Arnold, in
T P

| turn, I was apout to ask of your excellency,
i 84 a favor, that you would honor me by pass-
¥ ing over in it

I knew your excellency was

to set oub on your journey for Hartford to-day,
and I came down expressly to meet you
though I feared I might be too late,”

" “Yes, I am on my way to visit the Count

and hope soon to have matters arranged for.

more active operations than it has been our
fortune to experience of late. The army has
been rapidly inereasing for some time by new
recruits, who will not long be satisfied with
mere drills : inactivity is & foe to eontent.
How eomes on your wound, Generai? I see
you still walk lame.”

“ Yes, your excellency, and I fear there is
little reason to hope any change for the better
just at present. My surgeon tells me T must
keep perfectly quiet-—but that T helieve is
something I never did in my life, and I am,
to quote o common phrase, almost ‘oo old a
dog to learn new tricks, Were it not that I
fear active service at this time would cripple
me for lifs, I assure yonr excellency, and you,
gentlemen, I shounld notlong be found in com-

‘mand of so idle a post as West Point.”

“None know that Dhetter than his excel-
lency and your humblo servant,”’ chimed in
the Marquis of Lafayette, with o smile, and.
graceful indication of the head. *General
Arnold never was represented, evén by his
enamies ns & very guiet individual, partieu-
larly fond of retirement.”

« At least not before his second marriage,”

remarked Washington jocularly ; “but almost
any man might be tempted to domestic re-

tiroment, with so yiung and beautifal & wife,
saving your presence, General Arnold. But
apropos: how is Mrs. Arneld, and the rest
of your family 2"

« [ thark your excellency, they were well
when 1 left home,”

“T hope to have the pleasure of dlmng with
your good lndy on my return, and I shall alse
proceed to inspect the works at West Point—
go I give you fair warning,
pared at all points,”

“ Greneral Washington can never come save
ad a welcome visitor to the quarters of Bene-
dict Arnold,” was the cordial response of the
wily traitor,

“Thank you,” returned Washington, *and

make sure I ghall profit by the knowledge.
Tilghman, (turning to one of his aids, whose

v

(eneral, to be pre-

4
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dress hespoke the rank ‘of colonel,} do yom
think the horses have sufficiently rested to
eontinue our journey ?”

#T ghink so, your excellency,” returned that
officer, bowing ; “but I will look to their con-
ditlon myself, if such be your excellency’s
pleasure.”

“Do so, and if not ready give orders to
have them taken across at the earliest mo-
ment practicable. Meantime, we will cross
ourselves ; and what leisure I have, I will em-
ploy in an inspection of the works on the op-
posite side.” '

Colonel Tilghman touched hia hat and with-
drew ; and immediately turning to another
officer near, who was the guarter-master, sta-
tioned at Stony Point, the commander-in-chief
continued : . )

* Major Kierse, I will see that that matter
-is attended to on my return. Tell Carson 1
think his prices arve high, but do not posi-
tively reject. Get a refusal for a few days,
say a week, and by that time I trust I shell
know better what to do, If you ean get him
to fall ten per cent., however, close with him
at once, and let him deliver at West Point.
Adien.” '

# Adieu! and may your exeellency have a
pleasant journey and speedy return;” and as
this officer retired, Washington said quickly:

“Come, geotlemen, let us try Arnold’s
barge, and ses what virtue there is in eunsh-
foned seats.” .

This was spoken without the slightest shade
of sarcasm ; bub it seemed to touch the Gene-
ral, for his face flushed to the temples. He
sald nothing, however, and the party ‘de-
seended to the water, and entered tho boat.
Washington took bis seat in the stern, as did
olzo the Marquis, Arnold in the bow, and the
other officers where they found most conve-

nient places.  As the boat pushed out from the

ghore, g military salute was fired from the re-
_doubt at Verplanlk’s Point; and as scon as its
echoes had subsided, Washington observed :
« Colonel Livingston, it seems, is prepared
to receive us.” He then glanced down Ha-
verstraw Bay, and pereeiving 4 vessel anchored
near Teller’s Point, immediately produced his
glass, and looking through it stendily, added,
in o low tone: “It is a sloop of-war—but for

what purpose is| she there? Does any ow,
know ber name ?”

«T do not, General,” returned the Marquia,

#I believe, your excellency,” rejoined Co-
Ionel Hamilton, whao, sitting near, chanced to
overhear the question, “ she is called the Vul.
ture; she passed Dubbs’ Ferry in the night, I
am told.”

“But what is she doing there?” queried
Washington, guickly, but still in a low tone,
“ She is cerlainly venturesome, to ndvance so
far into the territory of an enemy, unsup-
ported. She must be closely watched.”

T understand,” returned the same officer,
“thab a bont put off from her bearing a flag,
and came to Verplank’s Point; but for whai
objeet T do not know.”

“Ah1 then, doubtless Colonel Livingston
enn tell us something about her,” rejoined
Washington, shutting his glass, and turning
his attention to something else.

This eonversation was earried on in a tone
too low to be heard hy Arnold, who; as we
before remarked, was seated in the bow ; bui
those who sat near him observed that he
turned very pale while Washington was spenk.
ing, scemed very uneasy, and exhibited com
siderable emotion. Another ingident shortly

after oceurred, which made the guilty man §

tremble, and by which ke came near betray
ing himself. The conversation, as was na
tural, turned mpon the war, and the ohjeet the
parey had in view, -

« If we can only cffeet a speedy union with
our land allies,” soid Washington, “and gei
the cotperation of Ceunt de Guichen’s fleet,
we shall probably give Sir Henry’s men some
thing more important to do than stenling oot
the, pillaging honest farmers, singing ribald
sougs, and plunging into general dissipation,
Ak that disaster of Gotes was so unfor
tunate; but for that, I could think our pros
pects more flattering new than ever.” How
over, we mmust not despair of retrieving out
losses, even in the south.”

« But what will Congress suy to Gates 7 in-
quired Lafayette.

“ TTe will doubtless be removed,” answered
Washington, “even if it be not dome al
ready.” .

# And who will supersede him 27
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+ 1 do nob &now: Greene should, for he is
an eficaont commander.’’

»1oes your excellency think the report
true, concerning wir Henry's expedition to
the Chesapeake "

« No, Marquis, thav 18 only a feint to de-,
eeiveus, Clinton hus an object in view neaver
bome., I forgot to menvion to your lordship,
that 1 received positive information on this
gulject, from a young omcer in Colonel Shel-
don's detachment, who, by sume means, pro-
gured it from one of our civy friends.”

«“''y whom does your excedency allude?”

". Washington whispered a wora in the other’s

ear.

“Ah! indeed 7 said Lafayctte, in a low
tone; “I am glad to hear it. . Sne hax the
true blood in ker, General—pray Heaven no
harm befall her.”

“ Amen, Marquis,” .returned Washington,
gravely, It is a post of danger, which rew
in her position would care to undertake.”

“But tv come back to our starting-poing,”
gaid the Marquis, after a moment’s panse.
“Your excellency was speaking of Guichen——
bave you had any intelligence of him of late 27

“I am sorry to say, none whatever. It Is
strange, is it not, my loxrd? Tam fearful some
disaster hag befallen him, or that hie has re-
turned to France.”

e would hardly do that, I think,” re-
plied Lafayette. Then locking toward the
bow, he continned, in a louder tone; * Gene-
ral Arnold, since you have a correspondence
with the enemy, you must ascertain, ag soon
a3 possible, what has become of Guichen !’

Arnoid, who had taken no part in the re-
cent conversation, butwas busy thinking over
his treasonous projocts; on hearing himself
thus addressed, in langunge that seemed to
imply a knowledge of his guiliy doings, and
wha for the moment thought his base plot had
heen detested, at first turned ad pale as death,
then quickly flushed up to the very roots of
his hair, and starting to his feet, 1aid his hand
upin hig sword, and in o fierce tone demanded:

“Who dares accuse me ?—what does your
lordship mean, by addvessing such language
o me?”

All looked surprised, but none more $o than
the Marquis, whe hastened to reply: .

IN
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“ T did not intend any offense, General Ar-

' nold, but was merely alluding to the freedom

of intercourse which, owing to the water com-
munication, has ever existed botween West
Polut and New York.”

“I beg your lordship’s pardon! I was
hasty; I should bave known,” rejoined Ar-
nald, in a tene of conciliation, whoe now per-
ceived the gross mistake he had made, and
was anxious to gloss it over, “Iam always
hasty—always rash,” he,continued, depreeat
ingly, us he reseated himself, and wiped the
perspiration from his fave; it has been my
failing through life, and will doubtless follow
me to my grave.” l

At this moment, the harge touched theshore,
and ‘the party landed in silenee, and walked’
up to the military works, whers they were
met by Colonel Livingston, with whom Wash-
ington immediately entered into eonversation,
"I'hese ingidents concerning Arnold made no
striking impression at the time, but were after-
ward recalled with painful distinctness, when
the perfidy of the traitor had become known
to the world.

About a guarter of an hour after crossing
the river, the horses of Washington and suite
wore brought over, with an extra one for Ar-
nold; and the whole party remounting, set off
for Peekskill. On their way to this pla.ce',
Arnold seemed in an unusual flow of spirits,
and chatted and laughed gayly. This was
done to quell any suspicion which might have
been excited by his stupid blunder while
crossing the ferry ; but he might have spared
himself this effort at jovialt y—for an effurt it
was, and a severe one, too, in his peculinr
frame of mind—ag no one of the purty had the
least suspicion of his guilt,

At Peekskill the party passed the night;
and watching his opportunity, the wily traitor
drew Washington aside, and said, with all
seeming frankness: :

1 have sought this opportunity, your ex-
celleney, to 1oy before you a private matter,
and get your excellency’s advice. Your exs
‘cellency has doubtless heard that I this more-
ing veceived a luiter from the enemy, sent up
from the Vulture by a flag to Colonel Living.
ston’s quarters, and thence forwarded to my
ownl”
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Washington merely nodded agsent, a.ml
Arnold proceeded :

+ Iere is the leiter; 1t is from Colonél Be-
verly Robinson, who inclosed another to Gone-
ral Putnam, probably on the same business.
You perceive heis anxions to find some means
by which he can recover and vetain the estate
where I now reside, and solicits a personal
interview with me to advise with him what
steps to take. Now I desire your excellency’s
opinion as to the propriety of my granting his
request.”’

“ By no means do it,” reptied Washington,
89 he finished a perusal of the epistle; “for
your doing s¢ would only afford grounds of
suspicion in the minds of some, and all these
things had better be avoided. We military
men can not be too eareful of our reputation
at present; for we are watehed by jealous
eyes, and slander flies on every breath of air,
Besides, you could do nothing in the matier,
were you ever so much disposed; foritis a
cage which does not come within the powers
of a military officer, or & military tribunal.
The civil government of the state is the only
authority that can not in his case; and I am
gurprised that & man of Culonel Robinson’s
reputed sense should think of applying to any
other.”

“I am happy to learn your exccllency’s
views of the matter exactly coincide with
my own,” rejoined the traitor; *“and I
will embrace an early opportunity of re-
turning Colonel Robinson, for answer, that
his request will he lmp{)htlc for me to
grant.”

 Speaking of letters, pursued 1.’Vashmg-
“ton, “reminds mo that some days since I re-
ceived ene from you, in which you mentioned
your intention of establishing a beacon about
five miles below King’s Ferry, whereby the
conntry would be alarmed in case the enemy
ghould make any demonstrations toward this
quarter. Have you put your plan in execu-
tion yet, General ¥

“1 have not, your excellency.”

" T wish you would, then, without delay, as,
from gome hints I have recently received of
Sir Henry's demgns, I think it an m)pormnt
precaution.”

 the Vulture by an officer in 2 flag-hoat.

« I will attend to it, your escellency. But
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may I inquire If your excelleney apprehends
an sttack from the British soon 7

T4 is always safe to be prepared,” re.
turned Washington, evading the question.

Arnold colored, bowed, but made no reply,
and the interview ended here, The moment
he was left to himself, the traltor ground his
teeth in rage, and with o horrible cath, mut
tered, half andibiy: )

“By 1 T will teach hlm how to anewer
me sdme duay.” -

As wo have before sald, the party passed

the night at Peekskill; and early the follow-
ing morning Washington and his retinue re-
sumed their route to Hartford ; while General
Arnold returned to West Point, and, knowing
he had no time to lose, immediately took ac-
tive steps toward the asccomplishment of his
infumous desigi.

CHAPTER XVIIL
STRATAGEM MANEUVERS.

Tue plan of 8ir Henry Clinton for effeet
ing an interview between Colenel Robinson
and General Arnold, as detaited to 8Bir George
Rodney, on the night of the ball, in the hesr-
ing of Rosalie Du Pont, was, as the reader has

been made awars by the events of the pro-

ceding chapter, so far successfully earried cut,

as to have tha letter of Robinson reach the
hands of the traitor; and but for the arrival
of Washington at King's Ferry at this imports
ant crisis, the desired meeting -would have
taken place, and Arnold’s scheme of villainy
would undoubtedly have beer consummated.
But as matters turned out, the traitor deemed
it too impolitic, not to say hazardous, to ven-
ture an interview with Robinson in direct op-
position te the adviee ef Washington, and
theirefore set his wits to work to bring about
ameeting of & less public natura. To this end,
on his return to head-quarters, he immediately
wrote- two letters to Colonel Robinson, one in-
clozed within the cther, which he dispatehed te
Both
of these missives were oarefully worded; but

why two were sent, when one would have an-

swered the purpose, is something we ean not
explain. The envelope letter merely stated, in
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general terms, that the writer had consulted
Washington, who disapprove the proposition,
and said it was a business wholly belonging to

| the civil authority. The inclosed letter was

more explicit, and, among other things, went
on to say, that on Wednesday night, the 20th
inst., & person would be at Debbs’ Ferry, or
on beard the Yulture, who would be furnished
with a boat and a flag of truce, and whose se-
erecy and honor might be implicitly relied
upon. .He also advised that the Vulture
should remain in her present position till the
time appointed; and concluded by saying, that
be expected Washington to lodge at Robin-
gon’s house on Saturday night next, and that
he would then lay before him any communica-
tion he, Robinson, might wish to make.
Washington erossed King's Ferry on Mon-

fay, the 18th of September, and this letter

was dated at Arnold’s head-quarters the day
following ; and as it did not rench the Vulture
till Jate in the afternoon of the same dag, there
was, consequently, but litile more than twenty-
four hours between its arrival and the timie
appointed for the meeting.

“Previvus to this, however, and shortly after

| his return from his first unsneoessful attompt

to meet Andre—which, as the roader has

E scen, was only prevented by a mistake of the

guard-bonte—General Arnold, not knowing
suy thing of Sir Henry’s plan in regard to

§ sending Robinson, wrote a letter to John An-

derson, in which, in his usual ambiguons style
of & mercantile correspondent, he cautioned
Andre not to reveal any thing to Colonel
Bheldon or any other person, saying that he

: himself had made one confidant too many,

who had prevented some very profitable spe-
culations. e then concluded as follows:

“A person, in whom confidence can be
Placed,.will be at the Janding on the east side
of Dobbs’ Fel,‘ry, on Wednesday evening, the
20th inst. ; and if you will be there, this per-
son will conduct. you to a place of safety,
where T will meet you. It will be necessary
for you to be in disguise—I can not be more
explicit at present. Meet me if possible.
You may rest assured, if there is no danger in
passing your lines, you will be perfectly safe
where I propose a meeting.”

-This letter bore the -usual signature of
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“Gustavus ;" and on receiving it, Andre im-
mediately consulted with Sir Ienry as to what.
was best to be done under the cireumstanses.
Robinson having already gone up the river
on this business, it was finally decided ‘to .
await some messoge from him, as it was more '
than probable the affair would be settled bLe-
fore the time appointed in Arnold’s letter,

To forther seoure Andre against diffioulty,
Arnold, at the same time he wrote to him, also
wrote to Major Tallmage—who, as the reader
hag already been informed, was quartered at
Northeastle—and requested him, in case a
person by the name of John Anderson ar-
rived at his station, to send him without delay
to head-quarters, escorted by two dragoons.

A copy of the letter which Arnold had
written to Andre previous to Robinson’s arri-
wal at Teller’s Point, was alsn inclosed to the
last-mentioned officer by Arnold, at the same
time he sent the others; and after a brief con-
sultation on hoard the Vulture, Robinson and
Sutherland decided to forward the whole three
by express to Sir Henry Clinton, who would
thus be informed exzactly how matters were
progressing, This was accordingly done,
ang Sir Henry received them at o late huur
the same night.

Andre was with him when the courier ar-
rived; and as soon ag the letters had been
read nnd commented upon, it was agreed that
the latter should set out the following morn-
ing for Dobbs’ Ferry, to meet the messen-’
ger of Arnold—or rather Arnold himself—for
it was believed by both. Clinton and Andre,
that he was the individual alluded to in his
correspondence, as it was cnstomary for him
to speak of himaself in the third person, in
order to make. the deception more complats.

LEre his departure from New York, Sir
Henry Clinton positively enjoined upon Ma.
Jjor Andrs not to change his dress, nor dise
guise himself in Any manner, as propesed by
General Arnold, nor to go within the Ameri-
can lines, nor under any circumstances what-
ever to take papers.

“Remember,” he said, “you are dealing
with a traitor—a being lost to every sense of
honor and mora! rectitude—and therefore you
can not be too guarded how you place your

aelf in his power, But,” he added, ** I do nok
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‘Now go, and may the Almighty bless you,

“to complete the business in hand was now
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think Arnold will ever ask you to venture
within the American lines, as it is probable
he will come off to the Vulture himself, and
the business will all be transacted there,

guard yon, and grant you a speedy retarn "

“Farewell,” said Andre, with a heavy
heart; fur the terrible prediction of the as-
trologer was now ringing in his ears, and a
sirange, unaccountzble drend was creeping
over him. “Farewell, Sir Henry! my friend!
my benefactor] Should any thing cceur tlnt
we never mest again ——

“Tut! tut!” interrupted the other hastily:
“nothing of the kind shall gecur, There,
God bless you! gol”

Andre grasped Sir Henry's hand, pressed
it to his lips, and sprang away with an over-
flowing heart. Alas! that we must say it—
nover to meet his benefactor again on earth.

It was Andre’s first intention to go up to
Dobbs’ Ferry, and thence send a message to
Captain Sutherlind, requesting him to drop
down with the Valture to that place; bat as
it was rather late in the day when he arrived
there, and as Arnold’s letter stated a messen-
ger from him would either that be night at
the ferry, or on board the Vulture, Andre re-
solved to push {orward to the vessel without
delay.

It was about seven o’clock in the evening
when he arrived at his final destination, where
he remained over night; but, muech to his dis-
appointment, without seeing Arnold, or re-
ceiving any message from him. His anxiety

very great; for the time favorable. to the ob-
ject was fast shppmg away; and it was well
known, from"Arnold’s correspondence, thas
‘Washington was expected back on the commg
Baturday. B

- On Thursday, the day following his arrlva.l
on board the Vulture, not having, as we just
remarked, heard any thing from Arnold, An-
‘dre-wrote a rather desponding letter to Sir
Henry Clinton, in which, after’ stating what
he hed done, he went on to say that this"wa,s
the socond journey he had made without any
ostensible reason, that a third would undoubt-
edly ezcite suspicion, and, therefore, he had

feign sickness, and remain where be wasg for
the present, in the hope that something would
soon transpire favorable to his object. And
it was also possible, be argued, that Arnold,
not knowing of hig arrival, had sont a mes-

'senger to the ferry, who, in consequence, had

missed him, and that a little more time mlghf
set every thing right.
As soon os this letter had been dispatched
to Clinton ; Andre, Robinson, and Sutherland,
the only persons on board .the Vultyre who
knew any thing of the treaxonvus plot, ab
once set to work to devise means of making
Andre’s presence here known to Arnold, An
incident which had veclirred the day previous
gave them an exeellent opportunity fur doing
50, without incurring any risk or exeiting the
least suspicion, On the day of Andre’s ari-
va), & flag of truce had been exhibited at Toll-
er’s Point, geemingly to invite o friendly in.
tercourse with the vessel, The captain se
understanding it, had sent off a hoat with
anether flag ;' but the moment it approached
‘within a short distance of the- shore, it was
fired upon by soveral armed men hitherto
concealed, This, of course, was a violation
of the laws of war; and was deemed not only
a fit suhject for remonstrancs, but a sufficient
reason for dispatching a flag-boat with a
Ietter to the American commanding officer,
Accordingly, the dispatch was prepared, dated
on hoard the Vulture, September the 21st,
signed by Captain Sutherland, and counter-
signed by Jobn Anderson, as secretary. This,
of ¢ourse, would convey to Arncld the import-
ant fact, that Andre was on board the Valtare;
and yet, if rend hy otkers, would occasion no
suspicion of a sinister design.

Let us vow refurn to Arnold. It will be
remembered that in a former chapter of this

1 trae history; we deseribed an interview be-
tween the traitor and Smith, in which the lat |

ter agreed to have his family removed when-
ever the former should desire; in order that
Arnold and Anderson might meet at his houge,

will not impute to Smith any bad motive in
thus readily yielding to the request of Arnold;
for from all the evidence we'have seen om
the subject—and we have spared neither time

tho'ugbt? best, under the circumstances, ‘to

b strictly private.

! Fishkill, a small village on the udson, a fow

and he undisturbed in theirintercourse, Wa'

nor ‘expense in collecting the facts we here
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record—we do not hoaestly believe that he
had any idea of the hase plot in which he was
avfery prominent actor. No; we believe that,
oeing naturally vain, his better judgment was
dispossessed by the flattering attentions of an
sficer holding the distinguished position of
Arnold, and that he thoug,ht he was cioing his
eountry good service in asgisting him to obtain
aceurate information respeutmg the del—ugns of
the enemy ; this being the plea whick Arnold
held out to him for having an interview
Be this as it may, however,
we will not longer interrupt our narcative to
intrude our opinions upen the reader, but pro-
ceed 1o state the facts s they oeeurred.

After making a secand appointment for An-
dre to meet him or his agent at Dobbs’ Ferry,
Awnold informed Slmth what he had done,
and further added that the time was approach-
ing when he should expect him to fulfl kis
promise, not only in having his family re-
moved, but in himsclf going down to the ferry
to meet Anderson, for the purpose of ‘conduet-
ing him to his own house,

Accordingly, on Monday, the same day that
Washington crossed King's Ferry, Smith set
of with his wife and fum:ly up the river,
“ostensibly to pny a visit to his relations in

miles ahove West Point. Leaving his family
there, Smith the next day set out on his re-
turn ; and s Arnold’s head-quarters was only

8 little out of his road, he called there on his |

way back to let the General know that so far
his request had been complied with, Arnold
had just returned from his trip. down the
river, and written the letters to Robinson, glse-
where méntioned ; and consequently Smith's |
arrival could not h:we been more opportune,
nor the information he brought more welcome
than now. ‘

Arnold now told him, that instead of pro-
ceeding to Dobbs® Ferry, as ot first intended,
he wished him, on 'the night of the following
day, to go'on board the Vulture, and bring on
shore Colonel Beverly Robinsen, who wished
to see hiny in prwa,te o?n gome business con-
nected with the recovery of his estate; and
to give the matter an apparent interest in his
own eyes, hinted that Robinson might be in-

time would. be of incaleulable benefit to the
American cause. e then gave Smith the
customary pass for a flag of truce; and a let- -
ter to Colonel Robinson,, together with diree-
tions how to pass the American gun boats,
(which were always stationed on the river,
whenever a British man-of-war eame up, in
order to prevent intercourse with the shore,)
and kow to proceed when he shonld get along-
side the vessel. ITe also told him that Major
Kicrse, the guarter-master at Stony Point,
would supply him with a boat whenever he
should want one, and that he could proceed
(with all safety, na all the officers were nc-
Juainted with his purpose, -

With these instructions and his papers,
Smith left Arnold, and pursued his route
home,” where he arrived the same evéning;
and on thle following day, Wednesday, e set
about waking pre}ia.f:l.tions to execute the
wishes of the General. But he met with two
obstacles which completely frnstrated his de-
sigﬁ. In the first place, there was no boat to
be procured short of the Continental village,
some miles distant; and, in the second place,
he could not get any one who would consent
to row it. He tried Samuel Colguhoun, one
of his tenants, and used every kind of persua~
sion, argument, and even hdded a bribe; bat
all to no effect : the man positively refused to
go ; alleging as a reason, that he feared being
taken up by the guard-boats.

Finding himself utterly foiled in his attempt
to comply with the wislies of Arnold, Smith
thought it advisable to forward the Gleneral
immediate intelligence of his failore ;. and he
accordingly mounted Colquhoun ps an ex-
press, who rode all night, and reached Robin.
son’s house just before sanrise. Arnold re-
cdived Smith’s written message in bed, and
immediately sent the bearer word that no an-
BWET Wa§ requir edg and that he might return
without delay.

At an early hour in the morning, Arnold
started down the river ; and as chanoe would
have it, he arrived at Vgrpla‘nk’s Point just as
the flag-boat, sent off by Captain Sutherland,
had left on its return to the Vulture, Colonel
Livingston at once handed him the letter of
remonstrance, countersigned by John Ander-

duced to desert tlie British, which just at this

2,

son, Arnold wunderstood it at once; and it
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was with & gleam of delight he thus learned
that Major Andre had come up from New
York, and was now on hoard the vessel at
Teller’s Point. To make preparationa for
bringing him on shore the following night, was
now hissole ohject. With this design, he in-
formed Colonel Livingston that he had been
made aware thers was a person on board thie
Vulture, who, if he could procure an interview
with him, would give him secret intelligence
of the enemy, and that to effect this purpose
it waa necossary he should have the counter-
gign to pass the goard-boats without molesta-
tion. Not suspecting any thing wrong, Living-
ston readily gave him the word for the night,
and also promised to provide against any acei-
dent happening to his messenger. Arnold’s
next care was to have a boat ready for the
occasion, a8 Smith had written him that he
had not procured gne. For this parpose he
crossed over to Stony Point, and not finding
one there, despatched an officer in his own
barge to the Continental village, which stood
near & creck that émptied itsplf into the Hud-
gon some distance above, with orders to bring
down a row-bost from that place. Leaving
directions with Major Kierse to send this boat,
the n:oment it should arrive, to 2 certain place
in Haverstraw Creek, Arnold now repaired to
Smith’s house, to make further preparations
for the nocturnal journey of the latter and the
completion of his own base design.

Having thus shown the maneuvering of all
parties for several days, and reduced the
whole affair within 2 definite compass, we
shall now proceed to give the incidents which
followed something more in detail,

———n

CHAPTER XVIIL

THE MEETING OF ARNOLD AND ANDRE.

Tae sun hod set, twilight had almost deep-

. ened into night, and the stars, one after an-
other, were just beginning to spangle the clear
dome of the heavens, as, with impabient strides,
Gteneral Arnold paced up and down & sinall
square chamber in the second story of Smith’s
mansion, On two sides of this apartment
were arranged geveral heavy book-cnses, the
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of books of various kinds; and partly for this
reason, and partly by way of distinction, the
room was denominabed the library., It ccou-
pied the south-eastern angle of the house, and
had two windows, one looking eayst, and the
other south, and theso commanded an entire
view of Haverstraw Bay. The apartmeni
contained no superfluous furniture. Besides
the book-case, there was an escri_uoire in one
corner, several massive arm-chairs standing
carelessly about. and a heavy ozken table in
the center, on which books and papers wero
mingled in what wo may be allowed to term
literary confusion. On one of these hooks,
which oceupied a higher position than the rest,
stoed a neat silver lamp, whose clear but feeble
rays were just sufficient to make ohjects visi
ble, withont bringing them into bold relief.
As Arnold, in his impatient strides, passed
this light, an occasional gleam fell upon his
face, and showed it very pale, while now and
then some muscle could be seen to twitch and
quiver, mdmatmgth'ttthemmd which governs
the outward man, was in o state of unnsual
exciternent and agitation,

Séveral times did he halt before one or
other of the windows, and peer out, with a
quick, eager look; but only each time to ex-
perience o fresh disappointment, if one might
judge from the haste with which he ever re-
sumed his walk, end the bitter imprecations
which oceasionally passed his lips,

In this manner vearly half an hour rolled
away, and the trencherous general was just
working hinself into a terrible passion, when
a quick step was heard along the corridor, and
the next moment the deor opened, and Smith
antered.

“Well?” eried Arnold, in an impetuous tons,
turning almost fiercely upon the other

lency,” anawered Smith, respectfully.

“ Prosently ?” repepted the Jeneral, sav.
agely ; “ and when is presently ? he should be
here now-~ay, should have been here half un
hour ago. Presently, indeed! Am Ia Jog,
to wait patiently thé coming of this man. a¥
if he were my master

«1ell, Genernl, it is not altogether kis
fault, I could not find him as soon as I ex

shelves of which separated a goodly ¢ collection

pected, and then he complained of fatigue,

. say he shall’go!” and his features hecame
flushed with passion, and his black eyes:

i pocing up and down the room a fow times

| wore, Arnold stopped, threw himself heavily

| heara pags, u3, while you were talking, T was
| busy thinning ‘over some important matters
E of myown.
j —butrecenily ] have had so much on my mind

| had heard was the capiure of & spy, which in-

“Ie will be here presently, your excel -
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end said he could not come till he had eaten
his supper.” :

“Umph! By——! then I am to wait for
hie loggerheadship to ent, eh? and the busi-
ness of state to suffer for his empty belly ?
Well, well, things have come fo a pretty pass,
truly.”

“1 fear, your excellency, he will he of lit-
tle service to you when he does ome, unless
your persuasive powers are greater than
mine,” rejoined Smith,

“You think he will refuse to go, eht”

“I know he will.”

“Indeed! well, let him—ay, sir, let him I
returned Arnold, sneeringly; and-then,' with
sudden energy and a horrid ocath, added:
“By ! &ir, he sAall gol—mark that! I

seemed to shoot rays of fire.
To this Smith made no reply; and aftor

into a el air, and in an altered tone said :
“By-tae-by, friend Smith, what was that

you wery telling me a while ago ahout the

capture «f a kpy by the British? I only

You must pardon my inattention

tlat T am o4 ly surprised I retain my reason.”
. “Why, yuar excellency was asking after
news, and {replied that the most important I

telligence o {riand of mine picked up down
the river. . It seems that n young man was
taken while altempting to pass the British
lines, and while the guard was conducting
him to the nearest station, he was ohserved to
put something into his month and swallow,
The guard related what he had seen to his
commanding officer, who immediately had the'
prisoner searched ; but not finding any thing
on his person, and his suspicions being
Aroysed, he gent for the surgeon, who admi-
nistered an emotic. The resalt was, the pri-
soner vomited up a silver ball, which, on be-
il?g broken open, was found to contain a paper
giving an account of a recently discovered

*Indeed !” returned Arnold, quickly; “and
did yon learn the nature of this plot?”

“I did not.” ‘

“Well, and what was done with the spy !—
huang, of course.”

“If not, doubtless he will he” replied
Smith. T only heard that he had been gt
to General Clinton’s head-quarters for further
examination, ag it was supposod he was only
an agent in the business, and not o principal,
and there was a great anxiety to find ont the
latter. If hLis life is spared, depend upon it,
it will only be by his tarning King's evidence.”

The conversation was here interrnpted by
the entranee of a servant, who said that one
Samuel Colquhoun was below, who wished to
speak with General Avnold.

“Show him up instantly,” roplied the Ge-
neral; and very soon after, a stout, muscu-
lar, course-featured individual, whose plain,
dirt-sciled dress, heavy boots, sun-browned
eomplexion, and callousqd hands bespoke the
ordinary laborer, entered the library,

“Well, Mr, Colquhoun, it seems you are
here at Inst,” said Arnold; * though Tmust be
freo to' gay your tardiness has tired my pa-
tlenpe nof a little.  But let that pass. 1 havo
gent Tor You, my man, {o request you will do
mo the favor of accompanying Mr, Smith in
a boat to the Vulture, and bring thence to
shore a certain person with whom it is neces-
sary I shonld have a private interview to-

i night. The boat is already in the ereck be-

low here, and you have nothing to do but row
down and back, and for this servies I din will-
ing to' pay you-liberally, Come, what say
you ?~—will go, of course.”:

While Arnold was spea.king, Colquhoun
stood with his back against the door, and Lis
hat in his hand, which he was looking down
upon and twirling about in & rather emban
ragsed manner, evidently meditating upon the
reply he should make to the General's request
When the other had done, he still hesitated a
momenb, and then said: - .
“Why, you see, your excelleney, I should
like to accommedate you—bat the fact is, you
see, I was up all last night, riding express, and
P'm too tired to undertake 86 hard a job, Be-
sides, your excellency, I don’t much like the

vlot of the British against the Americans.”

6

notion of going out on the Bay in the night;
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for the guard-boats is all about ; and if they
should happen to git hold of us, s I kuow
they will, it would be a right troublesome job
mayhe, and ¥'d much rather be clear on’t.
Now, your excelleney, I wouldn’t mind going
in the morning, by daylight, with a flag of
truce; but this night business don’t suit; and
0, although 1'd like to oblige your excellency
in every thing that's proper, I must, for the
reasons I've told you, decline going to-night.”

“Why, my good fellow, the morning will
be too late,” replied Arnold ; * for there is a
person on hoard the Vulture whom I must see
to-night, and- who must be brought on shore
without delay. Tho business [ have with him
is of the utmost importance to tlie country;
and if ‘vou are a frue friend to your country,
I am sure you will not hesitate to go on the
mission I send you. You shall be furnished

with a flag of truce, and I will give you the
countersign, so that you will heve no difficulty
in passing the gnard-hoats,”

“1t seems to me,” joined in Smith, ¢ that
you ara wilfully obstinate, Sam. Can you not
do what General Arnold requires of you for
the publie good? Remember, that I am to

go with you, and whatever risk you may run,
I shall, of course, run the same ; and do you
think I would venture on a da.ngerous enter-
priso, or insist on your accompanying me to-
night, were it not all important this person,
. whoever he is, should be brought on shore

Colquhoun listened, twirled his hat round
more than ever, and ‘after some hesxtatlon,
again replied :

“'Why, I'd like to acsommodate ye, gentle-
men ; but I don’t much like this night busi-
ness, ag I said afore; and besides, T don't see
what use there is in going in the dark, when
it appeara to me that daylight might do just
as woll. It’s out of the rogular way of doing
things ; and these secret buginesses alwaysis
dangerons; say what you like about "em.”

“The business on which I send you is no
secret,” replied Arnold; “it is ome well
known to all the officers ; even Ma.jor Kierse
furnishes the boat you are to go in; and the
commanders of the gnard-hoats have had their
instructions from Colonel Livingston humself,
uaderstand the countersign, and will let your
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business being put off til morning, thatie ire

man should be brouzght on shore ‘secratly, in
order to prevent the transaction from becom-
ing generally known to the inhabitants, who
would, of courss, make more or less talk abous
it, start a thousand vague rumors, and in ali
probability defeat the great end I have in view
for the public good.”

clined to go, I couldn’t mannge the boat
alone,”” rejoined Colquhoun.

“Well, then,” chimed in Smith, #why not
eall your brother Joseph " ‘

. %1 don’t believe Joe would ge,"” answered
8am ; “ but to please you, Pl try him.”

tient, as we have delayed too long alreas
dy,” said Ardold; and as Colqubonn went
ouat, the treitor added, to Smith: * Tha
fellow don’t intend to go, I see plainly;
but by ——! he shall, or it shall be the
worse for him.”

In about half sn hour, Samuel Colgyuhoun
returned, in company with his brother Joseph.
Smith immediately took the latter aside, and
used the same arguments with him he had
done with Samuel, and with the same lfesulb,
for the brothers had agreed updn one poini

would resist all persuasions, and refuse to
embark in an enterprize which, notwith-
standing all thas Smith and Arnold might
say to the contrary, they believed to be im-
proper and hazardous. Arnold next tried
his ‘persuasive powers; but finding all his
arguments fruitless, that the brothers wery
firm in their determination, he at length re-
solved upon a different course, and in & harsh,
imperious tone, said

¢ Mon, you are stubborn and wilful, and
have refused to comply with my request, just
to have your own way, Now, if you persist
in this—persist in refusing to give your aid (e
your country in a time of need—there recnine
but one course for me to pursue. I shall
be obliged tc loock upon you as disaffeoted
toward the common cause; and, by !
surely as that my name is Benediet Arnold, !
will put you both under arrest in less thas

boat pass witnout molestation. As to the

1

twenty-four hours; so choose now hetwoek

possible; for it is absolutely necessary thgL

f - circamstances, they would consent to do the

“ Well, General, if I was ever so-much iny

“Be quick, then, for I am very impa-

- when the boat got under way, and retreated

whils left to themselves, namely, that they .
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duing o worthy deed, or being forever brand-
et with disgrace.”

On hearing this threatening language, the
brothers became alarmed; and after a short
eonsultation together, said, that under the

General's bidding.
“Well, then,” rephed Arnold, *you must
prapere o set off forthwith ; and to show you
that I do not ask your labor for nothing, 1
will promise you, as a reward for your ger-
vices, fifty pounds of flour apiece.”
Arnold then drew Smith aside, and ufter a
ghort consultation, said, in conclusion:
““You have afl the necessary papers—ma-
nnge as I have directed, and you will have no
trouble. ~ Let there be as much expedition as
possible, I shall be at the rendezvouns hefore
you.»‘)

Arnold then accompanied the party to the
hoat, which was at the landing near the
mouth of Haverstraw Creelt, A considera-
ble delay had been occasioned by one means
and another, and it was past eleven o’clock

from the shore. By the General’s directions,
the oars were muffled, and not a sound was
audible, as it glided over the tranquil waters,
and was finally swallowed wp in the dark-
ness. Arnold watched it on its progress, till
only a mere speck was visible, and then re-
traced his steps to Smith’s house, with what
feeling we must leave to treacherous souls to
imagine.

The die was now cast; the last link which
connected him with those great, immortal
Spirite, contending for liberty and the rights
of man, was now broken ; and nothing seemed
to remain for him but success in his vile
undertaking, or an ignominione death upon
the scaffold. It was, therefore, with strange
feelings, not unmixed with fears for the
result, that Arnold reflected upon his work
of treasom; bLub there was no hesitation H
he had eoolly, deliberately, resolved upon
his courge of infamy, and he was now as
determined as ever to push it through at all
hazards,

in less than haif an hour, he was on the road
leading to the village of Haverstraw, Hedid
not enter the village, however, but, ‘when
fairly in sight of it, turned off to the left, and
made his way as best he could to the bank
of -the river, at the foot of the Leng Clove
mountain—the place sgreed upon between
him and Smith as the rendezvous. Ordering
the servant to remain at some distanoce with
the horses, Arnold next ensconsed himself
in a dense thicket, and, with all the patience
he eould command, awaited the arrival of
Andre. .
Meantime, let us return to Smith. The
night was clear and serene, the stars shone
brightly in the great firmament above, and
not a ripple disturbed the glassy surface of
the tranquil bay, as the boat, steadily pro-
pelled by tho strong arms of the oarsmen, -
glided silently over the bosom of the waters,
with ite white flag hanging motionless aroﬁlmd
the staff in the bow. Not a word was spoken,
not a whisper breathed, as though each were
too muth impressed with his dangerous mig.
sion-to give voloe to thought. Gradually the
boat approached its, destinatinn, undisturbed,
till at. last the dark sides of the Vulture -
loomed up dead ahead, within apea.kmg dig-
tance. A moment afber, a hoarse seaman’s
voice challenged :
“ Boat ahoy! who arve you, “and whither
bound ?”
“ Americans,” replied Smith, answermg
according to Arnold’s instructions, © going
from King's Ferry to Dobbs’ TFerry, with a
flag of truce.”
“ Heave to, and dome alongside with your
d—d lubberly craft, before I seuttle her with
a siz-pounder,” was the groff response ; and
as Smith, anticipating some such reply, or
dered the oarsmen to approach the ship’s side
as quick as possible, the officer of the watch
continued to pour forth a strain of the most
uncourtly epithets with which his sailor vo.
cabulary was stored.
“You Iubberly, piratical rebels,” ha
continiied, * what are you doing out here at
this time of night? A fine time to be soull-

As soon as he had returned to the mansion,
he ordered one of the servants to saddle two
horses, and preparo to accompany him; and

ing your worm-eaten craft over his Majesty’s
waters, on some thieving exploit, with a cow-
ardly white rag stuck up to keep gentlemen
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of our eloth fram sending you te Davy Jones's | Robiason turned to Smith, and asked bim if

lueker ! Llow dare you
appronch one of hid Majesty’s vessels under
cover of darkness? By | I've o mind to
give you the cat o’-nine, and run you up at
the yard-arin, withous time to say the Lord’s
prayer; and then you'd be too well zerved,
for such piratical dogs as you arel”

While the night-watch was venting his
spleen in this manner, Smith improved the
time in clambering up the side of the ghip;
and the sight of him etending coolly on deck,
without any apparent fear, increased the fury
of the officer to such a degree, that even
8mith begen to grow alarmed. lost he should
proceed to some act of violenca; but just at
the moment when his rage appeared at the
highest, o boy came on decl, #nd said :

“ 1t iz Captain Sutherlami’s cruers that the
man be shown into the ealin.’

Smlth foljowed the hboy dewn; and ¢n en-
tering the .cabin, perceived vwo officers, one
of whom, dressed in a colonsl’s uniform, with
gray hair, and a venerabls sountenance, he
at once recognized as Beverly Robinson, with
whom he had had some selight acquaintance
prekus to the war. The other persen,
dressed in a naval uniform, he did not know,
but rightly eonjectured him fo be the com-
mander of the Vulture.

¢ Ah, Mr. Smith,” said Robinson, coming
forward and extending his hend, “ happy to
renew our acquainiance, sir. Bhl what is
this #” he ndded, as Smith presented Arneld’s
letter. “ Addressed to me, Hum! take a
seat, Mr. Smith, and I will see if any answer
is reguired.”

He broke open tho missive as he spoke,
and read to himaelf, as follows:

+Bm,—This will be delivered to you by
Mr. Smith, who will conduet you to a place of
safoty. Neither Mr. Smith nor any other per-
gon shall be made acquainted with your pro-
"posals. If they, which I doubt met, are of
such a nature that I ean officially take notice
of them, I shall do it with pleasure. I take
it for granted, (Eolonel Robinson will not pro-
pose any thing that is not for the interest of
.the United States, as well a9 himself.”

This was signed Benedict Arnold, Major

rebiot greenhorns | he had any other papers.

“Theve passports are ail,” rpphed Bmith, .

putting them in Robinson’s hand.

The first read:
“Phis paper duly authorizes Jeshua Smith

to go to Dobbs” Ferry, with three men and a
boy in a hoat, with a fiag, to carry some lob
ters of a private nature for a gentleman in
New ‘York, and te return immeiiately, he
having permission to go at such hours and
times as the tide and bis business suit;” and
the other granted permission *“to Joshua
Smith,
vants, to puss and repass the guards noar

Mr. John Anderson, and two ser-

King's Ferry, at all times.”

Both bors recent date, and were signed by
Arnold,; and as soon as Robinson had read
them, he understood the meaning; which was,
that Andre, and not himself, should come on
shore—they alse serving to securs the boat
from being detained by the water-guards, in
case any of the latter had not been furnished
with the countersign.

Robinson now spoke aside with Sutherland
for a few minutes; and then apologizing to
Smith for having negleetjed to introduce him
to the Captain, immediately did so, and
quitted the cabin, leavime, the two in conver
satlon. :

At onee sscking Andre, Robinson placed
Arnold’s papers before him, and said:

T do not like this business. Arnold shonld
have eome on board himself, and not sent a
third party. . He evidently expects you to go
on shore to him.”

“ And so I will,” replied Andve.

“Well, I would not,” rejoined Robinson,
in a decided tona; *“for between ourselves, T
do not think too much eonfidence should be
placeil on the word of & man, who is, by this
very interview, secking to betray his country.

fail through—it is too hazardous for you fo
g0 to him. Weére Sir Henry himself here, |
do, not believe he wuuld consent to your leave
mg the veasel.”

“Well, perhaps not,” responded Andre;
“}hut T am tired and sick of this suspense, and
will take upon myself ali risks, for the sake of

General; and as soon as he had perused it,

bringing the offair to an end. It is useless to

strongly objected to by both Smith and An-
" parties soon after embarked in silence.

. Colquhouns, with mufifed oars, now rowed

f from the deck.

No; let him come to you, or let the business -
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seempt to dissnadea me, for IT-am fixed in my
dLreunnmfmn 80 pray assist me to get awny,
that T wmay he back before the dawn.’

“Well, youw must conceal your uniform, for
Smith i not aware you arca soldier. There,
this blue overcoat will do it.”

A fow minutes after this eonvergation, Ro-
hinson conducted Andre, completely enveloped
in a blue cloth greateaat, into the eabin, and
wdvancing to Smith, introduged him as Mr.
John Anderson, adding :

“As I am at this time not in very good
health, Mr, Smith, I have deputed this gentle-
man, who helsg perfectly scqueinted with the
business upon which the consultation is to he
held, ean fully act in my stead, and give all
the information desired.” Then turning to
Andre: “ ¥ou ean express my rogrote to Gene-
ral Arnald, Mr. Anderson, and say thast ill
hexlth alone prevents my going on shote to
see him to-night.”

" Andre bowed an affirmative, and led the
way out of the cabin, fullowed by Smith. The
Captain also nccompanied the parties on deck,
and propased that one of his own borts should
go armed and tow the other; but this being

dre, Sutherland did not urge the point,and the
The

steadily from the ship’s_side, and soon all
were invisible to those who had watched them

On their way to the rendezvnus, Smith
made several remarks, intended to draw his
companion into eonversation; but as Andre
replied not, or answered only in monosylla-
bles, the former ceased his vain attempts, and
a deep silence, unbroken save by the rippling
of the water against the boat’s prow, suce
ceeded. At lengih the shore was reached :
and bidding Andre and the hoatmen await his
return, Smith disappeared up the side of the
steep mountain. The exact pluce of rendez-
vous had been previously agreed upon between
him and Amold; ‘and after groping about
gome time in the tangled bushes, nlow, guarded
voice in a nervous accent, inquired:

“Is that you, Smith ?”

“ Ay, your excellency.’
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“Mr, Anderson has come on shore with
ne.” .

For some time there wag no reply to this,
daring which the bushes just to the vight of
S8mith were a good deal agitated, as if some
person, elosely hemwmed in by them, werd
shivering with the cold.

“Conduct him hither,” at.length snid Ar-
nold, in an uneven voice; “and then be so
kind as to lenve us to ourselves for a shoit

| bime.  Ah! T helieve I am gotting a chill.”

“T hope not, General, fur T too well know
what that is. Indeed, I have suffered a good
deal with the fever and agne of late, and I
fear this night’s business will not be likely to
mitigate the disorder.”

Stith then returned to the beat, and re-
quested Andre, or Anderson, as he supposed
him to be, to follow him; and having con.
duated him to where Arnold was concealed,
he left the parties together, in the darkness
and dead hours of night, to consummate their
diabolical plot of treason.

CHAPTER XIX.

THE CONSUMMATION OF THE TREASON,

Arraoven Smith did not make it known
to Arnold, either by his language or manner,
yet he was any thing but pleased with the re-
quest that he should not be present at the
interview hetween the General and Anderson.
It seemed to imply o reserve of confidence
which he had never noticed till now ; and con-
sidering all the sacrifices he had made o bring
ahout the meeting, he began to regard himself
in the light of a dupe, or tool, for the comple-
tion of some purpose very different from that
alleged by the Genoral to him. The more he
reflected upon jt, the more vexed did he be-
come; and he paced back and forth along the
shore in mo enviable mood, expecting every
moment to see the concealed parties make
their appearance. Minite after minute went
by, an honr rolled away, and then another,
and still the General and Anderson came not,
The oarsmen, meantime, had fillen asleep in
the boat, and Sm:th was thus loft ennrely to

" “Hush! is all righs 1

h:mself.

.
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At Iagt, his patience having become com-
pletely exhausted-—-more especially as the
¢old night dew was beginning to affect, some-
what seriously, n frame none of the sirongest,

and which had of late suffored no little from |

the tertian ague~—Smith aroused the boatmen,
and asked them if they were wnllmg to assist
in rowing the boat back te the vensel.

“No,” replied Sam, “not an inch, even il
Gener al Arnold puts us under arrest for not
- doing it.”

“Well,” returned Smith, **it is near morn-
ing, and we mustlenve here, at all events.”

Il then went into the hushes toward the
spot where Arnold was concealed, who hear-
ing him approach, cafled out’:

“'Well, who's there 17

“The night is far spent,” replied Smith,
“and I have come to tell you that it is neces-
sary ‘the boat should leave here before day-
light,”

4 Ah! then I will back to the vessel,” said
the voice of Andre, ** and we will finish this

. ™ business some other time, General.””

“You ¢an not return to-night, Mr. Ander-
son,” rejoined Smith, *for no persuasion
would induce the boatmen to go baek; and
besides, T fear we have hardly time to get up
the bay before the break of day.”

- % @Good heavens! what is to be done
then ¥ cried Andre, in a voice that denoied
alarm.

«“ Have no fear,” replied Arnold; I will
eonduct you to Smith’s house, where ypu will
be safe $ill I can find a way for you to return

' to your vessel. Followme. Ihavetwo horses
just up the hill, and the servant who rode one
ean go back afoot. I think, Smith, you had
better have tlio boat rowed up to Haverstraw
Oreck as soon as possible, nnd we will meet
you ab your own house.”

4 Very well,” replied Smith; and as he
wrent back to the boat, Arnold and Andre pro-
seeded to where tho black was still holding
the horses.

Bidding the latier hasten to his master, Ar-
nold saw Andre monnted on one benst, and
mounting the.other himself, the two set off
toward Haverstraw village, making o civeuit
as they neared it, 50 a8 to avoid notice. But

tion; for just as they came abreast of the
place, the veice of a sentry eried out:
“Who goes there?”

“ Friends,” replied Arnold.

“8tand, and give the conntersign.”

“ (Jongress,”. was Arnold’s response.

“DPaga on,” rejoined the sentry; and our
party continuing their course, soon found
ihemaelves in the broad highway.

“ My God!” exclaimed Andre, as soon as
he dared permit himself to speak ; */is it pos-
sible that I am within the American lines 1

“ Fven so,”” said Arnold ; * but have no fear,
my friend, you are under my protection, and
I assure you, you shall return in safety to your
friends.”

Andre did not reply to this, but his feelings
it is impossible to deseribe. Unconsciously, as
it were, he had placed himself within the very
jaws of danger, beyond the power of retreat,
and nothing could now be done but abide the
résult. Until he heard the challenge of the sen-
tinel, he had fancied himself secure on neutral,
or, at least, unoccupied ground ; but nowall the
perils of his situation rose up before him, and
strange forebodings filled his mind with gloom
and dread. He remembered the awful pre
diction of the astrologer, and he shuddered a4
he recalled the werds, “ Thou art doomed &
¢ upon the scefoid,” Might not those words
comi tras? I datected, he would certainly
be tried as o spy ; and if convictod, the per
ha.lty attached to the crime, by all nations, was
too well known to Lim to leave any doubt on
his mind as to what would be his fate. e re-
membered, too, the caution of his kind bene
factor, Sir Henry Clinton, not to go on shors,
not to disguise himself, and not to permit him-
gelf to take papers. Two of these injunctions
he had disobeyed, and his heart smote him for
it, although he had reasoned himself into the
belief that he was acting for the best. And
then he thought what would be Sir ITenry's
foelings, should he hear his project had been
diseovered, and his messenger detected and
doomed to death. And then his poop mother
and sisters, in the far away land beyond the
seas—how would they bear the nows of hig
loss, their sole dependence, and what a stigms
would an ignominiovs death brmg upon the

they were not successful in eluding observa-

. P
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family name! In all his gloomy reflectiond
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Andre thought more of others than of himself,
save 80 far as his death would contribute to
their woe, and this showed the greatness and

nobleness of a soul abuve the comprehension’

of meaner minds, .

So lost was Andre in reflections of this na-
ture, that several remarks of Arnold passed
unheeded, unheard; and even such as were
forced upon his notice, failed to arouse his
eonversational powers, or even draw his mind
from its painful reverie. At last, justas dawn
was breaking, they drew up before Smith’s
mansion; and bidding Andre alight and enter,
Arnold conducted him at onee to the library.
‘Here, as Andre threw off his overcoat, Ar-
nold for the first time became aware that he
was in uniform; and with a si;m't of surprise,
he exelmmed

‘ A Major, you should have come in dis-
guise; it will he as much as both our necks
are worth, if you are discovered in these habili-
ments.  Smith will see your dress, of course;
but I must tramp up some plauéib]e story to
bim ghout your excessive vanity, and endeavor
to procure a change, for it will not do for even
him to know that you nre a British officer.”

“When I left the Vulture to meet you, of
course I expected to return before daylight,”
replied Andre, rather coldly ; ““ and therefore
only provided myself for such an adventure,
Had 1 been aware it was General Arnold’s
intention to detain me till morning, and then
condact me within the American lives, I cer-
teinly should have declined the risk of such a
mesting, even had I known that the business
on which I came would thereby never have
gone beyond & very interesting mercantile
eorregpondence.” '

“It was not my intention to detain you,” re-
plied Arneld, quickly; *“but you well know
our arrangements were not . effected when
Smith interrupted us, and you heard what he
said about the boatmen refusing to take yon
back. I ean nob govern circumstances any
more than yoursclf, Major Andre; and must
gay your sneering insinuations are in very
bad taste, and ill-timed. You should not over-
Jook the fact, that if through me you are

‘placed in jeopardy, my neck is in Juqt ag

much danger as your own.
‘What revly Andre would have made is un-
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eertain, had not Smith euntered the room just
as Arnold ceased speaking, Ile started hack
in surprise, on perceiving Andre in the full
dress of a British officer; but Arnold imme-
dintely teuk him aside, and said:

“ What foolish vanity somie men have, my
dear. Smith, Now you see, this young Ane
derson, who never in his life aspired to any
thing above a counting-house ledger, just to
appear consequential in his interview with
me, must foolishly go and borrow an officer’s
uniform, as if such trappings could influenca
my decision in any way.” )

“ Ridiculous,” sneered Smith,

“ Ay, my dear fiiend, you may well say
ridigulous ; and would to Heaven that were
the worst of it—I wounld then let him enjoy
his borrowed honors; but just suppose he
should be seen by any.oune—all thé assevera-
tions in the world would not convince a stu-
pid head that he is not what he seems; and
the report would go abroad that we wre enter-
taining a British officer; and I need not say
to one of your sound sense and judgment,
what would be the consequence to us, should
such a rumor once get started.”

*He should change his dress, then, with-
out delay,” said Smith. :

“ Ay, my friend,” rejoined Arnold, “ that
is just the point I was coming at; and if you
will lend him some clothes of your own, I
will insist on his doing so.”

“T can furnish him a coat, if that will do,”
returned Smith; and Arnold signifying that
a coab might answer, the former immediately
quitted the room to get it.

In a fow minutes Smith returned, bring.
ing the desired article ; and on presenting it to
Andre, he at once divested himself of his own
coat and put it on, and it proved to bo a very
good fit.  Arnold now made some excuse and
went out; and Andre, turning to Smith, said:

“You must pardon me, Mr, Smith, if I
envy you the possession of this mansion aund
greunds, What a delightful view of the Hud-
son you have from these windows;” and he
npproachéd the southern oune, a8 he spoke,
and looked down the bay.

Morning had fairly dawned, and the whole
landscape reposed in that sofy, vosy light

which invests every object with interest, if not
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with heanty. No mist was on the water, and’

the eye had a full range of Haverstraw Bay,
whose tranquil hosom was like a large mikror,
or plate of burnished steel, Away in the dis-
tance, where. the Hudson narrowed to its re-
gular channel, and a bend in the river cut off
all further view in that direction, the low,
black hulk, and tall, trim, tapering spars of
the Vulture, could be seen clearly defined
against the slightly retreating bacle-ground
of the picture. On this vessel Andre fized
hig gaze with a wistful look, and sighed at
the thought he was not now on board. Smith
approached the window also, and glancing in
the same direction, said, with a self-satisfied
air, in. reply to the other’s remarl ;

“Yes, 1 bhave a very pleasant 1esldence
here for the summer sesson.”

At this moment a bright flash waa seen on
the west bankof the river, opposite the vessel;
another and another followed in gquick succes-
siony and then boom, boom, boom, caimne the
roar of cannon.

“My God!” cried Andre, starting back,
and elasping his hands with a look of horror,
“they have attacked the vessel! Oh, hea-
vens | what will become of me ?

“Do not be alarmed,” returned Smith, in
a soothing tone. “Ido not apprehend they
will do her much damage. See! they are ac-
tive on board, and a few minutes will sufice
to let them drop down the stream, beyond
reach of the shot.”

“Ha I look! behold ! eried Andre, again,
“Great God ! she is on five;” and as he ut-
tered these words, his pale, noble counte-
nance wore an expression of such intense an-
gaish, that Smith, who caught a glance of his
features, afterward averrod, that were he to
live a thousand years, he could never forget
that look.

The vessel did seem on five, sure enbugh;
and a bright sheet of flame shooting upward,
and a dense volume of smoke rolling down
toward the water, for a time completely ob-
seured her decks and hulk. But prescntly

- the flames were got under, the smoke cleared
‘away, the vessel dropped down the stream,
the cannonade eeased, and Major Andre re-
sumed his former composure, We may a8
well mention, in this conpection, thatthe firing
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upen the Vulture was oceasioned by a report
having been made to Coloyel Livingston, that
the ship was so near the shore the inhabitants
of Teller’s Puint and vicinity were apprehen-
sive boats would land and commit depreda~
tidns, and he had, therefore, ordered down n
detachment of artillery to force her froni her
position. The fire on board was merely the
burning of some canvas and tar, which had
eaught by aceident.

After breakfust, Smith left Arnold and An-
dre together in the library, and here the vile
scheme of treason was eonsummated, .and

-every arrangement made for putting the Brie

tish in possession of West Point—ay, even the

‘day set whon the latter were t0 sail up the

river to a bloodless victory. It ia not our ine

‘tention to weary the reader with a detail of

the ** bargain and sale” of this transaction—
for we have not space, even if we had the in-
clination so to do—and therefore we shall
give the substance of the agreement. in as fow
words as possible. In the firstplace, Arnold
was to make such disposition of the troops b
West Point, ag would weaken this post, and
cause it to fall into British hands with hut lit-
tle, if any, bloedshed., For this purpose, so
soon a9 1t should be known that the enemy
was sscending the river, small parties of the

-garrison were to he sent out in different di-

rections into the gorges of the hills, under
protense of attacking the British ; and here
they were te remuin idle, while the Iatter
wore to land, march up the hili by different
roates, and simultaneously take possession
of the works, with but irifling opposition. On
his part, Andre agreed, that in the event of
this plan being successfully carried out, Ge.
noral Arnold should receive from the British
government the sum of ten thousand pounds
gterling, and the commission of brigadier-
general in his Majesty’s royal army;

Arnold then put into Andre’s possession six
sepurate papers, which, according to Sparks,
were as follows: “First, artillery orders,
which had ‘recently been published at West
Point, giving directions how each corps should
dispose of itself in cnse of an alarm, This
paper wag of the utmost importance, as it

would enable the enemy, when they should -

make an attack, to know the precise condition
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of every part of the garrison. Secondly, an
estimate of the furce at West Point and its
dependencies. 'Thirdly, an estimate of the
pumber of men requisite to man the works.
Fourthly, a return of the ordnance in the dif-
ferent forts, redoubts, and batteries. F:I’thly,
remarks on the works at West Point, describ-
ing the construetion of each, and its strength
or weakness. Sixthly, a report of a counecil
of war lately held at head-guarters, which
gontuined hints respecting the probable ope-
rations of the campaign, and which General
Washington had sent to Arnold a few days
before, requesting his opinion on the subjects

. to which it referred.”

“These papers,” said Arnold, as he gave

them into Andre’s possession, ‘I think you
had beiter place between your stockings and
feat, a5 they will be more concealed there
than elsewhere about your person; and
phould any aceident happen, T rely upon
you, a5 o man of honor and a gentleman, to
have them destroyed.”
" “Rest assured,” General Arnold,” replied
Andre, *that I shall take good care to com-
ply with your request; for my safety, as well
a8 your own, depends upon my deing so.
When I enter the hoat, I will have them ticd
round with a string, with & weight attachod ;
nnd if any danger menaces, they shall be sent
to the bottom of the stream. And apropos:
what time will the boat be ready for me 77

“Why,” hesitnted Arn?ld, “T have been
thinking the matter over, and, all things con-
sidered, have come to the conclusion that it
will be your best plan to return by land.”

“IHow!” exclaimed Andre, in surprise;
“am I not to be sent back to the Vulture 7”7

“ If you insist upon it, of course; but if you
take my advice, you will not ; for in returning
to New York by land, you will be more likely
to escape detection, than in passing from here
to the Vulture by wator; for every night the
countersign of the guard-boats is changed;
and 1 eould not learn what the word is for to-
night, without incurring suspicion ; and with-
out it you would undouabtedly be eaptured.”

“ Notwithstanding this,” rejoined Andre, in

1o decided tone, “ I must return to the Vulture,

and I insist wpon General Arnold’s keeping
his. promise, and putting me on hoard.”
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“Well, well, I will see what ciin be done ®
returned the other, evasively, ** Meantime, lok
me seg these papers secured as I requested ;™
and while Andre, taking off lis boots and
stockings, placed them noxt his feet, Arnold
sat down at the table and wrote a fow lines,
whish he handed the young officer, saying,
* Here is your pass, and Heaven send you o
safe and speedy return to the city. 1 must
now lenve you, and setout for head-quarters ;-
but you may rest assured [shall look anxiously,
forward to our next meeting, when I trust a
rebel passport will mo longer b neadod to
make your juurney up or doewn the Hudson a
safe one, I will see Smith befors I go, and
give him the necessary instructions for guid-
ing you safely back to your friends, Commend
me to his excellency, Sir Henry Clinton, and
say to him T hope the day is not far distant,
when we, whe have so long been encmies,
may meet as friends. Adicu, Adjutant I

“Farewell, General Arnold,” returned
Andre, solemnly: “God send we may meet
agnin under different eirenmstances I’

. The two officers then sheok hands and
parted; but the prayer of the young soldier
wag never granted,

CHAPTER XX.
. THE JOURNEY.

Ir was between nine and ten o’clock in the
morning, when Arnold and Andre separated
for the last time; and s it was of material’
importance that none but those already in
the secret should know of the latter’s presence
in Smith’s mansion, the young Adjutant, in
consequence, remained a close prisoner in
the library, where the entire day was passed
in solitude, not even the host himself in-
truding upon his meditations,

And o sad, weary day it was to Andre—a
day spent in gloomy reverie, with dire fore.
hodings. For hours did he pace to and fro
across the chamber, with his head bowed
upon his bosom, his eye riveted on the floor,
but his vision far away, and fixed upou the
scenes called up by his fertile imagination,
And strangely varied were these imaginary.
creations. At one time he fancied himself

1
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detected .as a spy, hooted at by the rabble,
dragged belore a military tribunal, tried,
eondemned, and led forth to execution;
another time he was at the head of a gallant
body of troops, storming the heights of West
Point, and leading his men on to victory;

and he saw the cross of 8t George, by hig!

direction, planted on the suwmmit of the
highest mount, and waving in victory ; while
the loud huzzas of the soldiery awoke the
#leeping echoes of the pass, and told him his
long-sought hour of glory had come.

And so life-like, so like reality, was each
imaginary scene to Andre, that his counte-
nance betrayed all the different feelings whieh
guch opposites might be supposed to exeite ;
mow sad, troubled, desponding, and gloomy—
now bright, animated, enthusiastic, and joy-
ous. But the dark scenes prevailed over the
Iight, and his foatures, for the most part,
wore a solemn, anxioung, troubled look.

Oceasionally would Andre pause at the
window and look out—oecasionally would he
throw himself into a seat and seize upon a
book ; but nothing seemed to divert his mind
from the one great object of solicitude—a safe

return to his friends—and the day in conse- |- 0 '
returned Smith; “but when I told him posi-

quence dragged slowly and wearily to a close;

-while action of body; in walking up and down
his narrow limits, seemed actually necessary
fo keep pace with his excited and troubled
© thoughta.

Toward nighs, Andre grew more and more
jmpatient to see darkness once more settle
over the earth; and he watched the sun’s
decline with the same anxiety one in prison,
whose time of eonfinement is nearly expired,
might be supposed to await the eoming of his

- jailer to set him frce. Atlength the sun went
down ; and as his dying rays were about to
depart from the lofty summits of the neigh~
boring hills, Smith entered the library.,

“Well,” said Andre, advancing tows:
with n hasty step, “is all prepared
departure

“ Yes, Mr, Andersom, all ia ready. Your
supper waity, and I have ordered out the
horses.”

#'he horses! exclaimed Andre, in' sur-
prise. “Am]T % yeturn as I came, in a

boat?”

him

. *No, that is impossible.”

¢ How impossible #’

“T have no bout ready, and no one to row
it if I had.” .

“Why not get the same boat and men you
had last night ¥’ :

“ Because the men would not go if T asked
them, and were only induced to go Jast night
by the threats, not the peraunsions, of General
Arnold, and he is.not hers now.”

“But, surely, you can get others, Mr.
Smith ¥

*No, you are mistaken; there are none
would run the hazard of so perilovs an under-
taking; and to tell you the truth, I should not
like to repeat the excursion myself—not only
on aceount of the danger attached to it, but
because I have suffered all day with a chill
from my venture on the water last night.”

% 0, this is vexatious }” rejoined Andre, in
no very pleasant humor. * I would to Heaven
I had never left the Vulture! I thought
General Arnold had made preparations for
sending me back in the same manner I camo
—atleast he gave me o understand he would
when we parted.”

“He mentioned something about it to me,”

tively it could not be doue, he replied that I
must do the best Ieounld to get you safely to the
city, and left me two passports, one anthorizing
me to go by water, the other by land.”

“Well,” rejoined Andre, with a sigh, “I
suppose I must submib to my fate. Bui do
not let us delay; if the horses are ready, I
am; which route do we take?”

“We must cross the river hers at King's

‘Ferty, and go down on the opposite side, But

you wiil take some supper before you stars ?”

“ No, I am in no mood for eating, though I
thank you none-the less for your hespitable
offer.” f
Bmith, hiowever, premxled upon Andre to
eat a fow mouthfuls; and shortly after the
two set out, acecompanied by a servant, and
all three well mounted. Andve still retained
Smith’s eoat, and left his own behind; but
the blue-cloth overcoat, buttoned close to the
throat, with ite broad, heavy cape, completely
cenecaled his-dress, and gave him the appeap

anee of a private citizen on a journey,

- onc-—** how comes on the bob-tail roan ?—it's

Jbowl of punch with hin.
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On their way to the ferry, Smith met several |
persons with whom he was nequainted; and
to every one he had something to say in a jocu-
lar tone, indicating not only o mind at ease,
bat'in an unusuaily Hght und buoyant state.

“How now, neighbor Mason,” he said to

fucky for her the fly season is over.”-t* Ah,
Poter, still with orutches, I'seel I suppose,
thaugh, you will kick against them erelong.”
“Well, Parson Thorndike, I understand they
are getting up a subscription for you as long
as one of your germons, If they contribute
Continental serip, there will not be much dif-
ference in the exchange.”—"Ha! Bunstead,”
he said, to 8 red-noged man, gtanding in the
door of a suttler’s shanty, *“ you are a eapital | to
gign for this place; for every one can see by
your face there is plenty of liquor within.”

The man lapghed, and invited Smith to try a
He consented ; but
Andre rode on, and reaching the ferry before
him, awaited in moody silence his coming.

As the party erossed over from Stony Point
to Verplank’s Point, Smith wmade several re-
marks ahout the taking of the former from the
British the year previous; but as Andre did
not reply, nor seem to take any intevest in the
matter, the other dropped the sabject.

It %29 almost dirk when they landed on
the eadt bank of the Hudson, and rode up
through the works at Verplank’s Point. Smith
stopped at Colonel Livingstou’s tent, which
was near the road, and entered into conversa-
tion with that officer—buat Andre and the ser-
vant eontineed to move along at a slow pace.
In a few minutes Smith overtook his compa-
nion, and the party pushed forward in silence.
Nothing worthy of note occuried, till some six
or eight miles intervened between our travelers
and the ferry, when a clear voice rang out:

“Who poes there ?*

“ Friends,” answered Smith.

“Give the countersign!”

“I-do not know it,”

* Halt, then, for examination !”

Smith dismounted, and lcaving his horse
with his servant, went forward to where the
sentry was standing, and inquired who com-
manded the party.

“ Captain Milford,” was ‘the answer.
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*“And whore can I find him?”

“Jlere,” answered another voice; and turn-
ing, Smith diseovered a person approsching
Him. *“Well, sir,” continued Milford, as he
came up, “who are you? where do you he-
long? nnd what is your business here ab thig
time of night ?”

“My name,’ * answered the other, promptly,
“is Joshua Smith; my residence is a couple
of miles below Stony Point; and myself and
another gentleman are going down as far as
White Plaing, on important buginess for Genes
ral Arnold, from whom I have a passport;
and with your permission, Captain, we will
resume our journey without delay.”

“But may I inquire, sir, how far you intend

proeced to-night 27 .

“Ag far ns Major Strang’s, or C‘olona]
Drake's.”

“Well, sir, Tam sorryto inform you, that Ma-
jor Strang is not at kome, and Colonel Drake
has vemoved to another part of the country,”

* “Indeed!” rejoined Smith ; “I am sorry to
hear it.”

“Better take -lodgings in the neighbor-
hood here, and go on by daylight,” suggested
Milford. '

“No,” answered Smith, “ we mmust pursue
our route to-night—for much delay is contrary
‘to the General’s express request.”

“Pardon me, then! but I must ezamine
your passport before you proceed further,
My orders are very strict, and these are times
requlrmg anusual vigilanoe,”

“Here it is,” said Smith, handing Milford
a paper, “ bat you will not be able to read it
in the dark.”

“Very true bat if you will accompany me
to the house yonder, it will be an casy matter
to procare a light,” returned the Captain,

“I will attend you,™ rejoined Smith; “buk
first I will speak a word with my companion;”
and he hnrried back to where Andre was await
ing him, on hovseback, only afew paces distant,

“Well,”” said the latter, in a low, agitated
tone, “ have we got inte trouble already ?”

“No, wothing alarming, Mr. Anderson,
This officer is rather inquisitive, and we shall
be obliged to humor him. He has now gone
forward to yonder house to examine imy pnss-
port; but give yourself no uneasiness—the
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poaper is all correct—and he will not dare
detain us after reading it,”

“T foared something of this kind,” returned
Andre, despondingly. “Ohlwould to Ieaven
I had been put on hoard the Vulture !”

“Well, well, regrets will not mend the mat-
tor now ; 8o come on, show a bold face, and
depend upon it we shall get off thhout any

" diffioulty.”

Smith mounted his horse as he spoke, and
the party set forward toward the house in
question, Andre silent and uneasy. As they
drew up before the door, Milford, who had
reached the house in advance of them, came
ount, and handing Smith the pass, said:

“I am happy to say, Mr. Smith, I find the
paper all correct, and will no longer detain
you—unless,” he added,  you will grant me
the favor to step this wiy a moment.””  Smith
dismounted, and having followed Milford
beyond earshot of Andre, the Captain con-
tinued: “If not objectionable, Myx. Smith, I
should be pleased to know the name of the
gentleman accompanying you ?”

“Certaintly—Mr, John Anderson.”

“Ha! John Anderson!” repeated the Cap-
tain, with a start, instantly recalling the con-
versation he had held about this personage at
the house of Peter Burnside. *“So-s0,”” he

. muttered to himself, “then he was not hung,
Strange! But,perhaps the boy lied about the
whole affair! Ha! Iseeitnow. The officer
alluded to had Anderson’s letter, but believed
Anderson to be a British spy, at the very time
he was playing spy for Arnold, But then,
-again, who knows but he mny be e British
epy, deceiviug Arnold? I would there were
pome way to ascertnin.”

“Do youknow this Mr. Anderson #” inquired
Sruith, interrupting the Captain’s meditations.

“ No, not, personally, though his name is
somewhat familine,” replied Milford, at the
same time running over in his mind his best
plan of operations to find out the mystery con-
ecrning Anderson—for mystery there un-
doubtedis was-—and prove to his own satis-
faction which party, Clinton or Arnold, was
the real dupe of his duplicity. “Ah! I have
it,” he said, mentally.
can from Smith, without letting him suspect
my object; and if this is not satisfactory, 1

“ I must find out all I-

will try and detain him over night, 2ud give
Prulding a hint to be on the lookout lielow.”
This plan being quickly arranged in Captain

Milford’s active mind, he continued to Smith: ‘

“When I say the name is familiar, do not sne
derstand me, that I know this Jolin Andersim
and the one I have before heard mentioned to
be identical—though, for aught T know to the
contrary, they may be. But may I inquire
what important business takes yon down sg
neal the enemy’s lines, and induces you and
Mr. Anderson w travel so dangavous o road
at night? I do not wish to be theught too
inquisitive, Mr. Smith; but really, yon ean
not know the perils of the route so well as I
or else your business iz indeed of the most
pressing nature.”

“You think the road da.ngerous, then ?”
queried Smith, in reply. :

“Very dangerous, sir, indeed. The Cow
Boys have recently been committing serioua
depredations, and are now believed to be far

up the coantry. Of late they have leagued

in several coses with the 8kinners, and only
last week I had a brush wish them myself. I

accidentally heard of a plot to attack and -

murder an honest farmer and his family, on

8 certain night; and ralsing a party, ¥ went

down to his protection, and suceeeded in kill-
ing and capturing nine of the roffians. What
were not killed in the affray, have since been
hung; but this, so far from producing a
salutary effect upon the others, I believe has
only tended to make them worse; for since
then they have been more lawless and blood-
thirsty than ever. They have murdered
several innocent persons already, and, I un-
derstand, have vowed to be revenged, by

taking two lives for ene; s0 you can judge’

for yourself whether or not it is sife for you
to pursue your journey to-night.”

“You certainly do not talk very encourag
ingly of the prospects ahe: ld, returned Smith,
in o tone that showed he felt considerable uns
easiness, * Bul nevertheless,” he continued,
after & moment's reflection, “I suppose I shall
have to run my thanoce, for my business ad
mits of little delay.’”“

“ Pardon me, Mr. Smith—but it must be 8
very pressing emergency that requires yuu te
put your life in such jeopardy.”

.
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#“Why, it is rather pressing,” yreplied Smith,
hesitatingly. * The fact is, you see, Mr. An-
derson and niyself are employed hy General
Arnold to procure intelligence from the enemy,
and we expect to meet a person at or near
White Plains for éhis purpose, and any delay
on our route might frustrate the interview and
canse serious disappointment to all parties.”

“ Well, Mr. Smith,” returned Milford, «I

mus$ say, with all due deference to your judg-

ment, that I do not think the reasons you have
given for pursuing your journey to-night, by
sny meang justify the risk of doing so. You
will be liable to surprise and capture ot any
moment, by some gang of marauders; and I
hardly need add, after what I have told you,
that if so taken, you will be wneommonly for-
tunate to escape with even life. Now, a few
hours, eertainly, can make no great difference
in this matter ;. for knowing the danger and
difficulty of travelling bhrough such o corntry
as this, your informant, if he gets to the ren-
dezvous before you, will make all dae allow-
ance for your tardiness; and therefore I would
seriously advise you, as you value your life, to
burn back and take lodgings at one Andreas

* Miller’s, whose house j’bu Jjust prssed on your

way hither, If yon have any scruples about
#eeking lodgings there, I will do the business
for you ; and as soon as it is daylight, you can
sob off and pursue your route with compara-
tive safety. Come, what say you 77

Smith reflected a moment, and then replied
that he would consult his fellow-travelor. Re-
turning to Andre, he informed him what Cap-
tain Milford had said, and asked what he
tnought of his suggestion,

“Iam for going on, at all hazards,” an-
swered Andre, who, for reasons known to the
reader, if not to Smith, preferred the dangers
of the road to remaining in such close prox-
imity to the patrolling party of one so prying
and vigilant as Captain- Milford, - Tell the
C‘nptmn," he continued, with something of
irony in his tone, “that I am greatly obliged
to him for his cautious suggestions ; but that,
knowing my own business best, I must, decline
socepting his well-meant proposition.”

* But,” hesitated Smith, “ I can not say, all
things-considered, that I would like the road
overly well o-night myself, It is now hard

IN THE CAMP. 93

upon ten o'clock, and will therefore only
be gome six hours to daybreak; by lying
over, resting ourselves and horses, and going
by daylight, instead of blundering along
in the dark, we shall doubtless make up for
lost time, and certainly travel with more
safety.”

“Well,” rejoined Andre, withsome asperity,
“no argument will convince me it is better to
wait than go forward.”

Smith made no answer to this, but called to
Captain Miiford ; and on that officer’s ap-
proaching him, said:

“ Mr. Anderson is desirous to get on a3 ex«
peditiously as possible, and I wish to know
which road you think the- safest for us to
travel,”

“Why, as to that,” replied Milford, “I con-
sider neither safé’; and though I do not count
myselfa coward, yet I frankly confess Tshould
not like to ride alone over either tonight. OFf
the two, however, I should prefer the one
through Northeastle; for the Lower Party,
or Cow Boys, have recently been out on the
Tarrytown road, and committed some serious
depredations in that quarter, You will run
great risk in taking either road; and I must
repeat my advice, that you lie over till day-
light—though of course you are at liberty to
do as you please.””

“ If we push on now,” said Smith to Andre,
in a tone too low to be overheard by Milford,
“the Captain will suspeet there is something
wrong, and perhapsset a spy to wateh us ; and
a8 I said bhefore, & few hours can make no
great difference, except in our favor,” Then
turning to Milford: “1 shall take your ad-
vice, and lie over till morning,”

*You will find i to your advantage, be-
lieve ma. Shall I accompany you to Miller’s

*0, no, I thank you, I will not put you to
that troubls.” )

No cholce was thus left Andre ; and accord-
ingly ha and Smith and the servant turned
their horaes’ heads in a direction opposite to the
course they were pursuing, snd bidding tha
Captain good night, were soon lost in the
darkness. Captain Milford watched the out
of sight; and then springing over o fence, he
orossed an open field of some thirty reds in
extont, when he came to a thicket, in the
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eentre of which a firewas b srning, and around
which were grouped some three or four figures,
squatted upon the earth, while several others
were lying stretched cut on blankets, with
their feet toward the flame.

“Josh!” called out Milford, halting _]ust
without the thicket.

“Uere 1 be, C’aptmg," returned a vmce,
with the real nasal whine.

“#Come here, thes, I wish to speak wmh
you.”

There was a rustling among the bushes, and
the next minute our hero of chimney celebrity
made his appearance.

“Wal, what d'ye want?” he said, as he
came up to where the other was standing.
“ Some other darned poker:sh expedition, I
expect.”

“ You are right,” returned Milford; * but
come with me, and I will tell you as T go
along.”

“I knowed it,” returned Josh; “I "spect
you think I’ve got as many lives as a cat has,
don’t ye, Capting 7

«T want you,” pursued the Captain, in a
low tone, without heeding the other’s remarks,
“1to set out immediately for the cross-roads
below Teller’s Point, find J. ohn Paulding, and
deliver him a letter,”

“What! to-night?”

*¥Ves, this very night ; and if he is not theve,

. find out where he is, and take it to him, with-
out delay.”

“Gosh darnit! I've done a lot of things in
my life, Capting, that was o great deal agreea-
bler than this.”

“ Doubtless ; and you may have to do some,
before you dia, not so agreeable,’” returned
the Captain dryly. *Iiis a dangerous route,
I do not deny, and you will have to go afoot.”

“You don’t say ! thunder and lightning!
and I'm s tired as all gib out.”

“ I should have no objections to yourriding,

*wereitsafe ; but if you ride, you muast of course
follow the highway; and I scarcely need tell
you, thn.t. a horse does not move along without
noise.’

“ That's a fact, Captmg, clear as mud.”

# And should any of the free-booters be
whout,” pursaed Milford, *the noise of a
horse's feet would be likely to attract their

attention, and T presume you have no ambi
tion to fali into their hands again.”

“No, I'll be gall-darned if I have”

# Therefore, your own feet will be safess,”
concladad Milford ; ““for yeu can either travel
the road, or cross the tields, ag yoo choose.”

“Ve-n-s, I sce, and a darned nice time ['l}
have on't.  'Wal, if Pve got to go, I've got to,
and that’'s the up-shot on’t. Where's the lot
ter, Capting ?”

¢ That will scon be ready.”

By this time the two had reached the high.
way; and bidding Josh await his return, the
Captain went forward tn the Tittle shanty
where he had procured o light to read Smith’s

passport, and afier an absence of some five or
ten minutes, again made his appearance; and
handed Josh a sealed note, saying:

*Find Paulding, if he is to be found, and
give him this missive, and you shall be paid
well for your journey in addition to your re
gular wnges. You will be likely to hear of
him at Brinslow’s, near Pine’a Bridge. Here,
take these pistols, powder and ball.  Away,

now, and mind you bring me an answer from -

Paulding !

“TH do it, or break a tug,” said Jogh,
 Grood-by, Capting.”

“ Good-by, and may you have a-safe jour
ney back! Do not forget to call at Brinslow’s,
as it is poasible Paulding may he there.”

“T shan’t forget any thing ‘cept “tis tha
extra pay,” langhed thaKankee as he disap.
peared from the Captain’ ssight.

“Now, if this Anderson is a British spy,”
mused Milford, as he walked slowly up the
road, “and on his way to New York, as I
suspeet, he will bo likely, after what he heard
me say about the Cow Boys, fo take the Tar
rytown rosd; and a hint to Paulding, to be
on the wateh and overhaul him, may somehow
lead to an explanation of what I must confess
looks to me very mysterious. There may be
something more in the hints of that boy than I
gave him eredit for.  He seemed shrewd, and
intelligent, and such servants are sometimes
ahead of their masters in getting at the truth
of a mystery. At all evenis, there can bo ne
harm in being cautions, vigilant, and prepared
for the worst, Strange, Ife should hint about
treagon in high places, and then inguire if [
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knew Anderson’s correspondent to be a man
of stern integrity! But pshaw! Arnold is
ahove suspicion, though this man may be de-
geiving him. But specalations avail nothing
now, and time perhaps will show ;”” and with
bhiss\'mﬂectipn, Milford turned off and sought
his quarters for the night,
‘We must now return to our travelérs,

£}
CHAPTER XXI.
THE CAPTURE.

Ar the housé of Andreas Miller, Smith and
Andre found a welcome reception; but the
host was a man in humble life, with limited
means and accommodations, and in conse-
quence our two travelers were obliged to share
the same bed. The night proved n troubled
one to Andre; for dire forebodings crowded
his mind, and deprived him of sleep. All
night long he rolled to and fro on his bed, and
moaned ‘or paced the floor with an agitated
step. It appeared to him that Captajn Mil-

ford had somehow penetrated his disguise, |

and had purposecly magnified perils to delay
his journey, in order to have time to procure
an ‘order for his arrest. Every unusual sound
he fancied to be the tread of armed men com-
ing to make him prisoner; and he who had
never in higlife hefore heen guilty of a dishe-
norable setion—even if his interview with
Arnold, under the cireumstanees, could pro-
perly be called one—now quaked and quailed
like n wretch who had committed some hein-
ous crime, and stood in fear of avenging justice,

In consequenée of Andre’s restlessness,
Smith had little sleep ; and much of the time
ht lay awake, and, as he aftorward averred,

wondered what so disturbed the mind of hls'

cOmp".nlOn

Andre did not undress himself the whole
night ; and as soon as the first streak of day-
light penctrated his humble apartment, he

" called his companion, and declared himself
in resdincss to proceed on his journey. The

latter immedintely dressed himself, aroused
his servant, and in a fow minutes the horses
were at the door. The host, hearing the pre-
parations of his guests for instant departure,
alsv 1mmnde his appearadce, and urged them to
deluy a short time, and partake of breakfast ;

but this Andre declined, pleading argent bu-
giness below as an exeuse, Although warmly
pressed to take pay for his hospitality, the
host generously refused; and with many
thanks for his kindness and trouble, our tra-
velers set off in the gray light of morning,.

The day proved  delightful one, neither too
warm nor too cold for comfort, and the morn-
ing breeze stole over the romantic hills on
their route, and came to onr travelers with an
invigorating effect,  The patrolling guarde of
Captain Milford were passed without molest-
ation or kindrance ; and when he found him-
self fairly beyond them, en the highway to
Pine’s Bridge, the spiriis of Aridre, much to
the surprise of Smith, ross in exact propor
tion to their late depression. He could not
as yet look upon himself as safe; buat in his
view the worst dangers were passed; and as
he had gone through these witkout harm, a
bright hope of ultimate deliverance from his
perilons undertaking and position made his -
heart. buoyant.

Crossing one of the head-water branches of
the Croton, the party ascended a steep hill;
and on reaching its summit, whenee a delight- |
ful landscape spread before them, Andre
turned to Smith, and with o joyful animation
of look, speceh, and manner, strangely con-
trasting with his late gloom and taciturnity,
suddenly exclaimed :

“ 0, what a beautiful scene '——how grand t
‘how soulinspiring! The sun just rising in
all his golden splendor, and pouring his soft
light down upon every ohject, giving each, as
it were, a renowed life; yon tranquil Hadson
rolling -aleng in quiet beauty, showing the
moantaing their faces far down the silent
deptha; and those mountains, proudly lifting
their heads far heavenward in the ethereal
blue, as if conseious of their greatness and
grandeur ; and behold here and there a forest,
here and there a plain, here and there a val-
loy, here and there a sparkling streamlet,
and here and thero a farmn-house, once the -
abode of peace and plenty, but now, alas! too
often deserted. 'This only—the lack of the
hushandman, with his woll-fenced, woll-tilled,
well-stocked fields—his lowing kine, bleativig
sheep, nnd neighing and prancing $teeds—
these only are wanting to make the pictare
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complete, and enrapture the gaze of an artist.
And this desolation comos of war, ruthless
war, with its iron heel, gauntlet-hand, and
bleody front. Oh!l when will it cease, and
benign peace repeople such scenes as these,
and let all nature erile in the face of happy,
contented man? Ah! who can love war for
the sake of war, and laud the victor, whose
title to fame iz written in human blood and
widow’s tears | and the shouts for whose en-
sanguined triumph is answered by dying
groans and the orphan’s wail! And what,
after all, are the victories of war, compared to
the victories of peace! Is the sword of the
warrior to be put on an equality with the
poet’s pen, the artist’s pencil? Is the renown
of having been more successful in human
butchery than another, to earry the name of
the so-called hero down to far posterity, along
side of his who has uttered great truths, no-
ble thoughts, heaven-inspired wisdom, and
loft behind him pure, lofty, and deathless cre-
ations of the mortal mind 2 No,no, no! What

are the heroes of antiquity, compared with-

those giant laborers in thefield of thought, who
saved their names from total oblivion? Mere
pigmies heside colossmses—mole-hills beside
mountaing—planets beside the universe!
Then let war be put away from among na-
tions ; let arbitraiion settle all disputes; let
stending armies be disbanded; and let the
blood-red soldier turn his mind and bend his
energies to the useful arts and sciences, and,
instead of destroying his fellows, seek how
he shall benefit mankind 3 and then will come
the great jubilee of the world, and the human
mind will then be seen in all that great-
ness which most nearly a.pproachea the Di-
vinity ! ‘

‘““Ah! I'ses, my friend,” pursued Andre,
“my enthasiasm, after my late taciturnity,
surprises you ; but the cool, invigorating air
of the morning, and the splendid scene before
ms, have aroused me from my mental atupor,
and led me into a train of thought, which ever
has had, and ever will have, deepest hold
apon my heart’s sympathies,”

“I was thinking while you were speaking,”
replied Smith, gazing admiringly upon his
compunion, “ that you are other than you

secmn ; and that if circumstances have placed.
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you in the eounting-house, nature has been
foully wronged; for she has given you orato
rical powers which should be heard in the
senate chamber of a nation.”

“ You flatter me beyond my abilities,”

joined Andrs, coloring ; #“I shall never. aspire

to such a dignity.” )

Thus conversing, our two wayfarers rode
cheerfully along, Andre occasionally giving
evidence of possessimy alofty mind, in flashes
of eloquence not unlike whit we have quoted,

and which deeply interested, and sometimes

seemod fairly to charm his hearer, Nothing
occurred to interrapt their progress, and
almost before they were awars of it, they
eame opposite an humble dwelling, within
some two or three miles of Pine’s Bridgs,
when Smith, looking around him, deelared
that here his journey toward Wh:te Plaing
must end.

“ But we will breakfast togather hefore we
part,” he added—* that is to say, if we can
find any thing to eat. Let us try at this
shanty—we may be able tu get something to
stay our stomachs.”

Accordingly, they rode up to the dwelling
before mentioned, which they found oceupied
by & middle-aged Dutch woman, On inguir
ing if they could be accommodated with
breakfast, the vrow replied,

«] give you 80 goot as I got; put the tiew
lish Cow Bays have peen robbing me lashi
night, and dey took away ebery ting so much
dat I givcs you no more ash pudding and
melken,”

“ Well, well, good dame. we can do very
well on pudding and milk,” answered Smith,
“go you will only make haste and let us have
it, for we are anxious to be on the move.”

“ 8o quick ash der fire heats him,” rejoined
the other, as she flew ubout the room making
the necessary preparation for our travelers’
breakfast.

After Smith and Andre had satisfied their
appetites, the former divided his small styck of
Continental scrip with.the latter ; and having
made arrangements by which Smith’s horse
should be returned ur paid for, the two shook
hands, and with many well-wishes for each
other's safety and happiness, parted-~Smith
retraeing his steps and pursuing the route io

.
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" Peckskill, and ‘Andre ]roceeding diréct to

line’s Bridge, and thenee toward New York,
A short distance below Pine’s Bridge, the
road which Andre was traveling forked to the
vight, and led off to the highlandg along the
Hudson, and 80 on to Tarryiown, and this was
galled the river, or Tarrytown road ; while the
other contiriwed gtraight forward, and led di-
rect to White, Plains—hoth having one ter-
minus, namely, New York. When he came
to this fork, Andre reined in his hovse, and for
s moment seemed undecided which route to
lake; but remembering Captain Milford had
gnid that the Lower Party, or Cow Boys, had
leen far up the Tarrytown road, he chose this,
8¢ being in hiz view the safest: for the Cow
Boys, belonging to the British side, would not
he likely to trouble him, when once convinced
he was an offcer in the royal army. This de-
cision showed the sagacity of Milford in his
letter to. Paulding—but let us not anticipate.
The day was delightful, the scenery on'all
sides beautiful, and Andre, believing himself
nearly out of danger, jogged along in good
spirits; oceasionally turning on his saddle to
admire some view more. picturesgue, romantic,
md attractive than the others. At length,
about ten or eleven o’clock in the day, he
tame to a deep dingle, through which fowed,
agurgling streamlet of pure, fresh water. e
tolted here to let his horse drink ; and while.
the animal was thus employed, he looked
wound ; ang for the first time since leaving
Miller’s that morning, a cold shudder passed
wer him, and ke experienced an awful dread
of some impending ‘enlamity. The dingle
was very dork; for large. spreading trees,
fith a dense undergrowth, walled in the
tath, or road, on either hand, and interlocking
branehes overhead almost excluded daylight.
k% was, in fact, just such a place ay would
make the lonely travelsr think of robbery,
murder, and all the worst erimes in the calen-
lav; and hardly waiting for-his horse to finish
hinking, Andre jerked the rein, and spurred.
Mim up the opposite.steep hill.. He had
warcely advanced a half a.dozen .rods, after
rem:hmg ity summit; when he heard o rustling
in the, thicket to his vight, saw the bushes.vio-
lently agitated, and the next momenta:man

wang in7m the road befors him, and pointing | -

a loaded musket to his ‘breast, said, sternly.
“H'll“ ‘or I fire.”

Andre instantly turned. pale, reined in hia
horse, and looked hard at the othera moment,
ag if to determine what course to pursue—
whether to shoot. him down, and attempt AR
escape by flight, or hold a parley with him,
and endeavor to get off by milder measures.
His decision was scon made ; for the next in-
stant two more stout fellows, armed with
muskets, entered the road befgre and behind
him, and convinced him that resistance were
useless. All thres had or round hats, and
each wore a gray blouse belted arcund the
waist. Their features were sun-browned, and
each had that stern, sullen, dogged expression
of countenance, so often seen on persons of
the humbler class, when they have resolved
upon some bold act, and yet are not: exactly
convineed in their own minds that theiv de-
sign is justifiable, nor what will be the conse
quence to themselves if they persist in carry-
ing it out. -But the one who first entered the
road appeared the most intellizent of the
three; and though his look was atern, and
his determination seemed inflexible,. yot hias
dark eye had a kindly gleam, and his whole
countenanee was marked by an expression of
frankness, honéaty, benevolence, and sime
phioity. . It. will only be.necessary to add,

that this individual was Joha Paulding; .and

that his two companions were David Williama
and Isaae ¥an Wart—men in humble - life,
whose nnmes were made. immortal by’ the

very deed wo are on the point of recording, |

Scanning each and all with a rapid glance,

'Andte looked Paunlfling full in the eye, and

said, in a bland tone, and with as ‘muchloom-

_posure as he could.asgume: .

1 trust, sir, that you, and these gentlemen

with you, will do me no harm.”

* Where are you going 1” dem.'md-ed Panld- :

ing, in the same-stern 4one-as before, .

“ Below,” replied Andre, . L

“ How far below '

% Gentlemen,” re_)oined the Adjutnnt, svad-
mg the question, ' I hope you belong:to our,
party.” : T

“ What party #” uaked Pauldmg. - :;.3 '

- %“'The Lower Party.” . : PRI

*“Well, we;lo~-what fhen-f”
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. %Then I trust it will only be necessary for
‘e to prove to you I am a British officer, oWt
of ‘the country on. particalar business.” -He
palled out and cxhibited & gold wateh, as"he.
spoke, as an evidence of the truth of his asser-
tign—fur, at that day, it was a very rare thing
to find auch an article of luxury in any haids
but those of English officers, or English gen-
tlemen. * After this,” he added, “ I'hope y(}u
will not detain me a moment.”
¢ «The Captain was right,”” muttered Paald-
ing to himself; znd -then, in a harsher tone
than ever, and with brows contracted, he said
to Andre: ** Dismount, sir, at once.” '
Andre turned pale 03 death; he saw he had
made a great mistake; but contrelling his
emotion as much as possible, he said,; with a
kind of laugh:
. %My God! I suppose a man must do any
] thmg to get along,” He then dismounted, and
producing Arnold’s pass, continued: Gen-
tlemen, you had botter let me go, or you will
get yourselves into difficulty ; for your stop-
ping me will detain the General's business;
and- if you know any thing of -Arnold, you
know he is not one fo treat lightly any disre-
speot offered to his messenger, especially when
that messenger has his written guarantee of
sefety. Iam on my way to Dobhs’ Ferry,
whora I expect to moet s person who will give

the  intelligence of an important natore. for

Gorteral: Arndld, and I demand o be released
instantly, and allowad to pirsue my journey.”.
© “What's your name!” asked' Paulding,
logking at the passport.
< *Joht Anderson,” replied. Andre.’
! #Then what did you sa¥ yml was o British
officer for?” ..
“Bocanse you said you belonged to the
Lower Party, and I thought-that would be
the easiest moda of getting past you” = '
-2éWell,” returned Paulding, shaking' his
"head doubtfuily, “you musi’s be- offended;
Mr. Anderson, at what wé are going to7do;
we don't intend to take any thing from you;
izt thete.is 8o many bad people going about

there times, thatwe have to be'otl the loskout
for every body. I don’t say, mind, that you.

be one of these -charsoters; but you're a
_stranger to us, you know;i and as you have

Fl
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miskion, I feel myself in duty bound to have
you searched. Ike,[tooneof his companions,]
just fasten the géntleman’s horse, while ma
and Dave take him into the bushes here, nng
make him strip.”

Who ean tell the feelings'of Andre, Who now
found himself on the peint of exposure, at the
very moment when he had felt -himsell most
secure ! They must have been terrible, if ong
might judge by his pale face and ashy lips;
but' like a brave man, he had resolved to
bear his misfortune without eomplain, and
with true hercism; gnd as his captors were
taking him - mto the bushes, he 'Jmerely
sald:

« Gentlemen, I trust you will conduct your
search with as much forbearance and delicacy
a4 possible,” '

“You shan’t have any cause to complain
on that score,” replied Paulding. .

“We're not gentlemen born, as they say
in-England,” chimed in Williams; “but we'ra
not such boors but what we know how to treat
a fellow-being with decency. ' There, this
place will do; .and now, Mr. Anderson, you
may strip a8 quick as you've a mind to.” -

Andre, without a word, proceeded to divest
himself of his blue overcoat; then his round
bat; nexsthe coat lent him by Smith—swhich
was a deep clavet, the buftons and -button:
holes laced with gold tinsel—next his nankees
‘waisteoat ; and lasthy, his breeches, which left
exposed a flannel waistcont und drawers, end
high:top-hoots. Each article, as he renioved
it from his person, be handed in silence to his
‘captors, who proceeded to search them with

important digeovery. :

« Nothing, so far,” said Pauldmg

“Not n stiver,” returned Williams. )

# W haint senrched-the boots,” put in Van
Wart, who had joined the party.

“That's true-~we mnst look into them,” re
joihed Prulding.  Come, Mr. Anderson, wil
you take them- off, or shall we do it for you?”

-« protest againss this unlawful search,”
answered Andre, in & voice that quavered, in
spite of his apparent offorts to be composed.

%W emust doour duties,” rejoined Paulding,

told so far a crooked sfory, by 'your owr ad-

of something wrong, Mr. Anderson ;' but the

great care, but of course without makmg any’

in 4 detérmined manner, *“You’ro suspeoted
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minute you give full proof of being innocent,
you shall be setat liberty. Come, the boots ”
Andre groaned meatally, and a sudden

weakness camse over him, as he remembered-

the awful predietion of Carlini, He had not
gtrength to withdraw the boots himself; but
with a resignation bordering, on deapair, he
sat down on a stone, and extended one foot to
bis captors,
poot, and drew it from his leg ; and while the
others were searching it, he proceeded to feel
around the foot. Suddenly he exclaimed :
. “Here’s papers!” :

. *Whure ?” cried Paulding and Wllhams,
in a breath.

* Tlere, next his foot, inside the stocking.”
“Quick! off with it!” seid Panlding.

. 'The stocking was Jerked off with little cere-
mony, and three folded papers fell to the.
ground. ' Paulding seized, opened them,
flanced at. their, contents, and lmmedmtely
exclaimed: . .

“ By heavens! he’s a spy
All riow looked at Andre with that peculiar

" expression with which men of sympathetis

feeting regard a fellow being irrevocably
doomed. ta the Iaw's lagt and heaviest penalty.
Andre was very pale, but apparently crlm;
and he: petsirned the look of his captors, with
the expression of a brave man;who knows hig
fute, and yot feels grateful for the commisera-
tion.of ‘those whose duty hurries him to bix
doom, That silence and exchenge of looks
was fak more sélemn. and -impresgive than

woids ;- for the language.of the heart.is ever '

more ‘powverful than that of the tongue.

Paulding was the first to break the silence: |’

~%Thia is & mlghhy bad busmess, Mr. An-
derson.””

-4 Liat’s dearch, to('.her boo " gaid Van Wart
. André took this off himself, alge.the;stock-

ing, and handed Paulding three more papers, |.

who, after looking at them, inquired:. . -
“ Any thing more, Mr, Andersont” .
A That 9" all, I ,pledge you my honor as a
gentleman,” replied Andre.’ ‘
H Than ‘you may dress. yourself; ae. qulek )
you: plea;ae, for yon must go with'ye.”. ~ .
. AprAndre arose; and. proceeded to dﬂﬂrhlsf

‘ garments, ' Williadrs said :

1+ You're canght in a mighty. bad busmess,

Van Wart instantly seized the |
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Mr, Anderaon, and I hardly need tell such ag
you what'll follow, unless you get away. Now,;
what'll you give us to let you go ?” .. ‘

“Any sum of money you may demand,”
unswered Andre, engerly, his features bright-
ening with o ray of hope.. .

“Will you give us your horse, sndd]e bndle, .
pistols, watch, and ahundred gnineas begides
“Yes,” replied Andrequickly; “and though:
I have not the money with me, I will send it to -
any place you may name, even if it be to this

. .| very spot, 8o that you shall be sure to get.it.”

. “Well, wouldn’t you. give us more 2" pur-
sued Williams. S ‘

“Yes, I will give you any amount of dry.
goods, and, asd seid before, any sum of monay
you may ask—ay, gentlemen, oven though
what you demand impoverish me and enrich
you,” replied Andre; *and L swear to you,:
by the soul of her I love best; who.is now in
Heaven] that I will religiously keep my. pro~
mise, and send the. amount. ag;reed upon to;

‘any place yourselves may name.

“ No,” sternly interposed Paulding, ¢ 1f you
would give . us. ten thousand gumaas, ynu
should not stir.one step 1”7 ; S

Andre’s countenance fell: . He saw, iﬁ-tha.t

; | look of honest, determination’ there was. no

hope«_that however humble that man before:
him. might be, he possessed, s soul above cor-.
ruption, He sighed, hung down his head, a.nd
wasmilent. o5 oo 4 L e
i Qome,” pursued Pa.u]dmg, E ha.sten and.
dresa yourse]f,.fﬂr we must be on the.march,”
o« Whither will;you take me 1 u.sked Andra,
dejectedly. © .. . ¢ .
% Where yow'll be safe txll you have your,
trm" . Lo
Andre shuddered made no reply; buh  Pro-!
coeded to don his garments with a haste that
betrayed no little agitation.
“I suppose yowl "Il got away,:if you find an

opportunity I said ' Williams, in toiringly.

“Yes, I ce&mnly shiall,” *frankly angwered
Alndre. 3 sl e Loy n
[ Well, we don’t mr.end to let youw have any

‘opportumt.y," wig, the clullmg FEBDOREE. . |

¥ Look well to. your muskets, hoys).said.
Paulding—“pee that. thé priming’s,in good,
ordar,” :And.sdgach tarned down the. pan to,.

put in fresh powder, he sontinged to Andre:,
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“ W intend to trent you like n gentleman, so
lovigas you hehavé dicont ; hutif you astempt
to got away, ¥y hieavens! 'we'll shoot you
down tike a ilog. » ’

"Whon ‘Andre had dressed himself, h;s onp-
tors conducted him 'te the road ; and while two
of them guarded him, 6he n either side, the
third walked close behind arnd ted the horse.
fn this morter they set off for Norshcastle,
the nearest mal:tar_y station.

- For some time the whole party ma.mtamed
eilence, each busy with' thonghts of his own.
At length Paulding inquired: :

#Ts General Arnold concerned in this- mat-
oy Mr. Anidersori 2" '

$That is 4'very xmproper yueation,’ replied
Andre, avasively. .

" Wall, I'd like to know if your real name
i Anderscm " put it Van Wart.

- ¢ Gentlemen, I e your prisener,"” said An-
drey 'with a lofty dignity that was net witheut
ity effect Gpon- his captors; “you can com-
mand my person, bit mot' my seorets. You
e¥e new condudting me,’ strongly guarded, to
déliver me over as a spy to the' proper mili-
tary authorities. Lef what ysu know suffice
you' for the prasent ; and let me beg of you, as
& favor; you will aslt me'no more questions.
Eiough; that ¥ now assure you, when brought’
ixito the pesence of a military comma.nder, 1
will reveal all™7 -+ o0

The men all looked abashed at this reproof;
and'ne tiore Juestions wers. put to their pri-
gowér,” In the afterncon ofithe day of his
capturé, Major Andre arrived at Northeastle,
and, together with all the papers found 'on
his persen ' was delivetsd over to Lieutedsint
Colouvel Jameson, the commander of that' mlll-
tury. outbmﬁ : .

Ca
p——

oHAPTER ‘ xxn

n'mqnw {OF ms wuq'mn. L

| Ox examining the treasonable papers-given

hizta by Paulding, Colonel Jameson’ foutid

them to be izt undisguisect kandwriting of
General Amo{d and  yok, 86 far from #uspeot-

ing the Gleneral of ‘any' sinister ‘design, he.

sbught Andre for '’ explanstion of the whole
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ordinary ‘one, considering that hitherto t}
man had been regarded ps possessing common.
sense, - Andve, of conrse, Yepresented the mat.
ter in'the mest favorable Yight possible, said
that if eonfrontéd with Arnold he woudld make
a full explanation, and requested that he might-
at ones be' sent o head-guarters, Absurd
as was this request, yet Jameson was insang:
enough, -or foolish enough—whichever you'
please, render—ito grant it.  He immediately
wrote a note to Arnobd, eaying, I send toyou,
under the: charge of Lieutenant Allen and s
guard, acertain John Anderson, who was taken
while going toward New York, He had a pais-
port, signed in your name, and a pareel of pa-

-pers, taken from under hix stockings, which 1

think of o very dongerous fendendy.””. - Here he
gave o deseription of the papers referred to,
and concluded, * These I bave reserved and.
forwarded to General Washington.”’

What eculd be more extravagintly foolish.
than this, when we take into considerstion
‘that Jameson had no ‘sinister- motive in 5o
doing? Could net the man firesee that if
Arnold were conderned in the ‘plot, he would,
of course, attempt dn immedintd eseape? thad
whether he were or not, it was only right and

| proper that such a grave affair should have 3

judicial’ investigation, and’that it was his.
duty to make all known to the commander-ins:
chief, and leave him to net?  With regard ta
foresight, some men scos born hk&mo]es, fmd !
of this class was Jameson. i

A soon as the eseort had depavted vmh
Andre, Jameson dmpa.tched an; express, weith
the treasoncus papers, to meeb General Washe.
ington, then suppesed to be on the robd re-
tariing from Hartford; where-hehad been, bs
the reader' knows, to hold an interviéw with:
the French Count Rochambeau. But' Washing-
ton cameback by a differentrouts than he went,
ant; jn conseyuence, the eoutiér missed hism,:

As we desiign to be briéf s touchingupon
this portion of outr trus ‘history, weidan ndt do
better than quote the langnage of Spm'ks in
his blography of Armeld: 7 0 T

“ At the finie when Andre was brought in
B prisonen”’: seys the: biographer, ¢ BMajor
Tallmage, next in-comiand under Jaimessn,
was ahsent on'duty below White Plains, and:

aifair; This conrse was cortainly a thost oxtea-

did not retura till eyéning: . Mg was ﬁlled with

ook Lisutenant Allen, who, instead uf taking
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sstonishment when Jameson related what had
bappened, and evuld. aot refrain from express-
fng his surprise at the course shat had been
pursued. Mo his mind, the case was 8o cleay, or,
at fl events, was attended by euch peculiar cire
cumstances, as uot only to justify, hut requive,
prompt, bold, and energetic measures on the
part of Jameson. Inshort, he declared hissus-
picions of Arnold, and offered to take on him-

self the entire responsibility of proceeding on |

that ground, To this idea Janreson would not
listan. Ile was agitated and irresolute at first,
but finally refused to shnction any measure
which should imply a distrast of Arnold.

“ Failing in this ohject, Tallmage earncstly
requested thin$ the prisoner might be brought
back ; to which Jameson, with some reluct-
mnce, eonsented. As the parties from below
had been higher up the country than the post

st Northeastle, there was room to apprehend |-

that he might be reenptured; and this was,
probably, the prevailing reason with Jumeson
for countermanding the order. Btrange as it
may seem, however, if any thing ¢an seem
strange in this string of blunders, he would
msist on sending forward the letter he had
written to Arnold, as will appear by his erder
tf countermand to Lieutenant Allen.

“*From some circumstances which 1 have
just disaovered,” he wrote to that officer, ¢ I
bave reason to fear that a party.of the enemy
is above ; and as I would not. have Anderson
refaken or geb away, I desire that you will]
praceed to Lower Sulem with him, and deliver
him to Captain Hoogland. You will leave she

guard with Captain Hoogland, alse; exeept|

me mon, whom you may take along, You
may proceed to West Point, and .deliver the
letter to General Arnold. You may also show
him this, that he may know the reason,why
the prisoner is not sent on. © You will. piu\se
to return as soon as you can,’”

The messenger with this letter soon over-

Andre to Lower Salem, as directed by Jame-
Bon, 1mmedmtely set out on his return. to
Northoastle, whu.h post he reached the same
night, On beholding the prisoner, Major
Tallmage was at once struck with hig deport-
Went, which lie gonsidered dev*dedly. military,
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and furning on bis heel; and he expressed to
Jatneson his convietion that the man had been
bred to arms, and that, under the circum-
stances, he should be kept closely gnarded
till orders should be received from General
W:lshipgbou,.ur Arnold.  As Northeastle was
not go safe a military post as Lower Salem—
which, beimg farther inland, was less exposed
—it was ‘accordingly decided that Andre
ghould be conducted thither forthwith, In his
consultation with Jameson, Tallmage, remem-
bering the letter ha hud some days before re-
ceived from Arnold conegrning one John An-
derson, could not avoid a strong suspicion of
the General ; and. he 50 expressed himself to -
Jumegon ; but the latter refused to credit thern
being anything wrong in that quarter, and still
Jdnsisted that the letéer which. Lieutenant Allan
had brought baek should be sent forward.

Finding he could de nothing with Jameson
as regarded Arnold, Tallmage determined that
Andre, at,least, should not edeape ; and so he
set off with him to Salem. Qu the arrival of -
Andre at thie place, he was introdupqd t0 &
Mr. Bronson, who was attached to Sheldon’s
regiment, and:who occupied a small apart-
ment, which he consented to share with the
prisoner;  Andre at first was in nawise talk-
ative; but after having rested a whils, and
progured-a change of a, portion of his gar-
ments from his room mate, he relazed into far
miliar gonversation, and even procesdad $o
make o ladicrous sketch on paper of the es-
cortand himself, which he handed to Broxwon,
saying:

“This will give you an idea of the styla in
which I have had the honor to he conducted
to my present abode.”

Sometime aftor this, knowmg thn.t all hope
of being sent to Arnold must be abandoned,
he resulved to throw off his disguise, n.nd'
stand forth in his true eclors. Aceordmgl_y,
he sat down and wrote a letter to Washington,
disclosing his real name, rank, and intentions,
and begged to be treated a8 a gentleman and
British officer. ‘Without mentioning the name
of Arnold, he stated thab he-had come up the
rviver for.the purpose of meefing & person vn
the neutrsl ground, in order to obtain import |
ant intelligence’; that, unkuown to himself a

urd especially his manner of walking the floor,

the time, he had been drawn within the Ameris

.
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ean Hnes ; as also w]m.t gourse he had pursued
to get back to New York, and how hethad
been arrested by volunteers. :This ' letter,
‘which; had we space; we would give verbatim,
waa signed by Aridre with his real name, and
handed open to Major Tallmage, who perused
it with astonishment. e had previously, as
the reader knows, come to the conslusion that
the prisoner had been bred to arms; but he
hod no iden he was a personage of such rank
and importance. -

‘Iaving stripped himself of all dmgulse, and
frankly confessed ‘the business'on which he
had been engnged, Andre felt greatly relieved
in mmd and grew so cheerful and entertn.m—
ing, that he won' the regard of all who formed
his acquaintanee. ‘We must now leave him,
and follow up events in'another qudrter, .
. We left Smith going up the river, The
game day he parted with Andre, he returhed
to his family at Pishkill; but on his way he
cailed on Arnold, and informed him where he
had quitted the person called Anderson. This
greatly relieved the mind of the General, who
believed that-Andre would get safely to New
York, and consequently that he had nething
more ¢ fear. It has been stated that the ex-
press sent 6ff to Washingbon missed him, on
account of the General having taken a differ-

ent route back than was expected; and thel-

reader has seen that the'letter dispatehed to
‘Arnold “from Jameson, met with & delay, by
rénson of the return of Lieutensnt Allen,

We must fow repair to General Arnold’s
head-quarters, at Robinson’s honse. It is the
second morning since the capture of Andre,
and yet the General has feard nothing of his
misfortune, and is, at the motnent introduced,
Becretly congratulating hirmself that he is safe
within the British lines. The servants of Ar
nold are busy preparing brenkfast, Mrs. Ar-
nold is superintending the domestic affuirs
within, the aids of the General have strolled
out for & short walls, to catch thei invigorating
breath of morning, and hé himself iy slowly
walking ap ard down the pidzza, with a limp-

ig gait, and thinking how soon he will ex-]

thangé' his solitary residence in the country
for ‘orie of ife in the gay city, and his com-
mand #f half-paid, half-atarved rébels, for that
of the wellpall, well-fod soldiers of King
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George. Suddenly his-attentron is attracted
to a baggagy wagon, which turns up to tha
marnision, accompanied by thiee men, and
filled with trunks, One of the men, separnt.
ing from the others, approaches him, and doff:
ing his hat, makes o respectful salute.

#Well,” snid Amold st.ern}y, “what lsyour
businesa I

B0 please your excelleiicy,’ replmd !.hg
man, bowing, * this is the baggage of General
Waghington and suite.””

“Ha! so he has come at last? I am glad
to- hear it; but he is two days behind his
time ; T expected him on Sﬁturd'uy ; whure is
he now?”

1 left him at Fishkill, your excellency,
and hie desired me to say he would be here to
brealkfast.”

“ At Pishkill# you mean Peeksklll i

““No, your excellency, he returned by the
upper road, and staid last night at Fishkill,
He did intend to lodge here, and set out from
Pighkill hefore night to come down'; buth on the
way- he met the French minister and went
bagk,” :

“ Who is with him ?”

* ¢ General Knox, General’ Lafayette, Co-
lonel Hamilton, Cilonel Tllghma.n, Colonel
Lamb—"
¢ There, that will do, my ma.n,” mte;-rupbe&
Arnold. * You may take the baggage in
the hodl, and—but never mind, I-will attend

»

to it myself ;" and 18 the other boiwed and B

withdrew, he entered the house.

In a fow minutes he came out again, wnd
for the bost part of an hour continued to walk
wp and dowtd the pinzza. s

- “'Well, Varick,” he said, ss one of his ailt
now approached the house, e where 1s your
coripanion

¢« Jugt below here, General ; aha.ll I cal
him "

“You may rs well inform him that Gonerdl
Washington will breakfast with us, and I er
pect 'hirxi‘ and suite every moment; so hie he
‘better not stroll awny, for .the mesl is nov
ready, and we shall sit down immedmtely the
company avrives.’ .

Major Varick departed but sopn Tetarnch
aocompanied by Major Franks. - As they dvev
near the mansion, two officers dashed .up the

_table, and seemed-in fine spirits.
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roud, and exchanging salutes with the Gene-
al's aids, drew up before the General him-
sclf. These were Hamilton and Tilghwan.

“Ah! good morning, gept]emen,” said Ar-
pold, blandly. <A fire morning for a ride;
good air—exoellent—but where are the rest
of our friends "

“Why, higsexcelleney,General Washmgton,
lias-just ridden down to examine the redoubts

_on this side the river,” repliéd Flamilton; “and

the rest of his suite, suve vurselves, keep him
cormpany. e hade usride forward and say to
General Arnold, thatas he should be some time
detained, the breakfast had better not wait.”’

“Ah! just like our commander-in-chief,”
rejoined Arnold ; *always business before
pleasure ; and oftenitimes, as in the present
instance, business before cating, Well, then,
we will to breakfust. Come, gentiemen, leave
your hovses in charge of the baggage-men,
end we will git down {o our repast without
further delay. This way, gentlemen;” and
Arnold passed into the mansion, followed by

" his own and Washington’s aids, .

The new-comers were introduced to Mrs.
Arnold, and all sat down to. the morning’s
meal. Arnold himself did the honors of the
Every thing
went off pleasanily, and the meal wag nearly
finished, when one of the servants announced
& messenger with a letter for the General,

«Bring it here,”said Arnold.

The letter. was brought, and, without rising
from bis seat, Arnald proceeded to break it
open and read it in the presence of th: sumpa-
py; it was the long-delayed ‘missive of Jame-
sont; and the first words -his eye feil upon,
showed the traiter that his scheme of treason
was detected, and that Andre was a prisoner,
He turned pale as death, and for & moment
exhibited greatagitation. There wasno time
to be lost, for his neck miglit be in the halter
at any moment. Controlling his emotions
with & powerful effort; he said, in a low tone:

“Gentlemen, I must beg you to excuse me.
My presence is immediately required at West
Point. When General Washington arrives,
inform him that I havé been suddenly called
over the river, but will return goon. William,
{to one of his blncks,] saddle my horse, and
bring kim to the door without delay.”.
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Arnold -then quitted the room, sought his
chamber, and sent for his wife. As Mra, Are
nold-enisred his apartment, le ‘shut the door’,
quickly, locked it,’and then said, with great
rapidity, while the muascles of his face fairly,
guivered. with excitement: -

“I bave no time to mince matters., We.
nre about o part, perhaps. never to meet
again, I have been concerned in a plot of
treason,, which is detected, and my life now
depends on my reaching the Vulture.” . v

“Oh! my God! my God!” shueked Mrs,
Arnold, in terror.

“ Hnsh ! or you will alarm the house! Fam—
well ;" and the traitor turned back the bols
of the door t6'fly. As he did so, he heard a
heavy fall on the floor. Ile looked around,
and saw the partner of his bosom lying life-
less at his feet. Whether living or dead, he
had. no time to examine. * Poor thing!” ha
groaned—‘ poor thing!” and hurried down
stairs., *“¥Your mistressis ill,” he said to a sers
vant, as hie passed through the house; “ate =
tend to her instantly.” The next moment he
was outside. The servant had not yet hrought
his herse, but one belonging to Varick stood:
saddled, and hitched to a post by the door.
There was no time for idle ceremony. Jerk-
ing the rein loose, he mounted in haste, and
the next moment was dashing sway toward
the river, There he found a hoat ready,
manned by six oarsmen. ' Dismounting, nnd
giving his horse his freedom, he sprang into
the boat, saying: * Push out, men] row for
the center of the stream ;” and as the boab-
men, knowing nothing of his sinister inten-
tions, oheyed him, he gontinued: “I want
you, men, to Tow me to the Vulture with all
rpeed. T am going with o flag, and bear im-
portant dispatches, and am in great haste to
return; as I expect to meet General Wa.bhmg-
ton at my honse. Now, pull up, boys, let us
see what you can doin the way of aguativ
exereise, and yowshall have two gallons of |
rum as soon 28 I return.’”

The ‘men sprang to vnth energy, the onra
bent with their strength, and the boat pass&
ropidly down the stream. We will not at-
tempt to deseribe the feelings of the traitor on
that guilty flight § but it mast have been one
of intense agony—not of. remorse, but. foar-m




. 104
" for every moment he tremhbled lest he should
hear a military summons for the men to land
. the boat and deliver him up to justice.. Time
‘pped, and every minute he became more se-
cure. At length he came in sight of King's
Ferry, and his heart almost died within him.
Could he pass this, he would be comparatively
safe; but he feared lest Washington, having
got news of his treachery and flight, had sent
a messenger here before him, ' He would soon
know ; -and taking a white handkerchief from
his pocket, he held it up, and let it flutter in
the breeze. Colonel Livingston saw it, and
sapposing the boat & flag-boat, sent down in
haste, did not order it to land. Joy to the
traitor !
‘safe, The Vulture was just in sight, at the
lower end of the bay; he had-only to reach
that, and all fear of the halter would be at an
eud. Ie urged the men to dbtheir utmost,
and the boat sped over the waters. Nearer,
nearer, and more near it drew to the Vulture,
and the apirits and hopes of Arnol rose'in
proportion. At last the bheat ran’ along side,
and Arnold, mounting to the deck, ordered
* the raen to follow him, Inqmrmo for'Captain'
Sutherland, he was shown into' the cabin,
where .he found that officer, to whom he at
once made himself known; and conveyed the
startling intélligencs that Andre was a pri-
soner. He then calied down:the leader of
the boatmen, and i in'a haughty, overbearing
tone, said: *** Sir; you and a.]l your fellows
are prisoners,” '

“What do you inean, General Arnold ?”
replied the mam, with spirit. * Didn’t we
come aboard with o flaj of trdce P

% That mokes no difference, insolenge!™
returnoed the traitor, savagely. 7 teli’ you,
¥ou are all prisoners: and by ——! not
one ‘of you shall qmt hig Ma_)esty's ves-

pel?’

“1 appenl to you, Oaptmn," said the Inan,
wurning to Sutherland.: “T eame on hoard
with a flag of truce, and consaquently have a
Fight to-depart. - Do you detain me?”

“Why, I do not wish to interfere with
Cleneral Arnold's arrangements,” replied the
Oaptain ; “but I will grant you leave, on
‘parole, to go ashore and gt such things as
ou and your cotmponions may want; and

A little more time; and he would be!
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doubtless. when you get to New Yurk, Sir
Henry will discharge you.”

Such proved to be the case..
like & man of honor and a gentleman, afier.
ward set them all at liberty. We have re
corded this incident, merely to show the low,
little, despicable meanness of Benedict Ax
nold, in retaining as privoners the very men
who, by their manly exertions, had just saved
his neek from the halter. .

Let us now return to Washington,

CHAPTER, XXIIIL.
WASHINGTON AT ROBINSON'S HOUSE.

Wirsn half an hour after the flight of the
traitor, Washington, having finished his ins
speetion of the redoubts, arrived at Arnold’s

head-quartery with his suite. Majors Franks

and Varick, as the representatives of the ab-

sent General, met the party, and gave them a

cordial welcome, stating that some pressing
business had ealled Arnold over the. river,
but that he would soon return..

“Ah! #o hehas gone over to West Point?”
said Washington, * Well, as. I wish to visit
the works there, I will make n hasty breakfast,
cross over, and meet him, Come, gentlémen,
don’t lat-us stand on ceremony;’ and he
immediately led -the way into the house.
* Where is your mlstress ?” he inquired of one

‘of the servants.

“ Bhe’s taken suddenly ill, your. exmuency,,

and ean't come-down ™
“*lu, 1 am sorry - to hear it.
nothing serious "/

4T don’t know, your cxce]lency, ahe secms
very bad.”

. “The breakf':.st is remdv, your excel!ency
said another servant, approaching,

“ Come, gentlemen, and sit down ;" and the
commanderin-chief immediately took his
place ot the bead of the table. ;

The meal wosa hurried one, and paaaed
off in silence. As soon as Washingtun. had

I hope

finished, he arose, and wmerely saying to .

Colonel Hamilton, “ You will. remain.. here
till 'wo return, which I trust will bé in tima
for ‘dinner,” he - proceedéd at once to .the
river, accompanied by all tha others,

Here Arnold’s barae was in waiting; and

Sir Henry,
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etepping into it, with his suite, Washington
prdered the men to row them over to West
Point, which was o mile or two ebove on the
opposite side. Aas-the boat gained the middle
of the stream, every one looked around with
delight. The river was narrow, ealm, and
deep ; and on either side steep mountaing rose
far heavenward, and in some places almost
overhung the dark glassy waters; which gave
baok, with all the minuteness of nature, their
rugged and romantic forms, - To the right,
some distanee up the mduntain, and half-
buried in the checkered folinge of autumn,
could be seen the mansion they had just gquit-
ted ; while forward totheleft, among the rocks,
and retreating up another mountain, the re-
doubts of West Point were visible,with the im-
pregnable Fort Putnam towering high shove,
and crowning the whole.: The sconery here,
in every point of view, was truly grand and
majestic; and as the barge glided smoothly over
the still water, with a faint pleasiog ripple

. tnderher light prow, Washington cast hiseyes

around, and with cheerfil animation, said:

“Well, gentlemen, Iam glad, on thd whole,
that General Arnold has gone before us; for
we shall now have a salute; and the roaring
of the cannon w;ll have a fine éffeet among
these mountains.”

“ Ay,” returned Lafayetbe ““ every ‘salute
fired here will be & dozen ; and we shall have
a doubls welcome, in heing greeted both by
art and natare-—for if ebho has a home, it
must be here,”

The boat glided on, bul; ‘no eannon ‘was
heard, - Nearer and nearer it drew to Wes}
Point; but still all remained:quiet. And to
the surprise of all, no one was seen’ moving
about, and no preparations for receiving such
distinguished visitors were apparent. - -

#What is the meaning of this 2 said Wash-
ington, with a look of displeasure. * Do they
not intehd to kalute us? aré we not to be re-
seived ‘with the respect-due to our rank ?”

'The boat now hended to the shore, and at
this moment ‘ah officer was espied wending
his way among the rocks down the hill.' He
reached the foob of the acclivity just.as the
barge ‘grated on the heach; and on perceiv-

- ing who weré its occupants, lie st:ut.ed, end

his fade-grew soarlet with confusion.
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“Parden me, your excsllancy, and gentle-
men,” he said ; “ had I known of your coming,
1 should have -heen prepared to give ‘you a
‘differont reception; but being taken wholly
by surprise, as I am, I trust you will excuse
my apparent neglect, and alse my not having
put the parrison into a suitable condition for
a review.”

- *“IHow is thig, gir 7" exelaimed Washmwbcm,
in surprise; “is not General Arnold here 7"

“*No, your excellency,” replied the com-
mandant of West Point—for such the officer
proved to be—* the General is not here, nor
have I seen him for the last two days.”

“This is most extraordinary,” rejoined
Washington, his. astonishment increasing,
“We were told he had crogsed the rivenr
and that we should find him hLere. Huw is,
this, Varick 2

“Such was the staternent he. made on
leaving,” answered that officer,

“It is as I tell your excellency,” said the
commandant,

“No one doubts- your word sir,” 1e§mned

‘the commaonder-in-chief, “Arnold is not here,

and his abience is inexplicable, However, our
vipit must'not be in vain. Since we haye come,,
thongh unexpected, we must look round. a
little, and see in what state things arewith you,,

\Lead the way, commandant! Coma, gentlay'

meny” and the whole party set. oﬁ' up the
hill.
It was- neatly. four o clock in the aﬂzernoou

| when Genetal Washington and his suite res

turned to Robinson’s house, As they lantded
at the foot 'of: the mountain, and hegan to,
ascend by 2 winding path to the mapsion,
Cilonel Hamilion was perceived coming tor

ward them with & quick step, while his soun+

tenance betrayed anxiety and alarm, .

" “What can have: ha.ppened 7 said Washa
lngton to Lafayette, who wae wi}klng by, hie
gide. “Do you not see: that Hamllton iy Very
much agitated ¥/ . . "

“ He seems s¢,” réplied the Marqms,
his facé is very pale.”

“Well, what now?”, usk:ed Washmgtom
anxiously, as the Cnlonel eama within spen.k-
mg didtance.. . - .

 Something for your prws,be ear, Genera.l "

. %Let us to the house then, at onde;” and

1N

und
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guickening his pace, the' commander-in-chisf
separated from the other officers; and walked
alongside of Hamilton, wishout speaking, &l
both entered the mansion, . Hustenihg to a’
private room, -the General elosed the .door,
and then said: * Well, sir 7 well, sir 7

“{jenoral  Arnold is a traitor I replied
Hamilton, abruptly.: - S
. “ Hat” exclaimed Wa,s‘hmgtnn, with a start,
% what proof have you of the charge

< /Thege, your: excellency,” rejoined” the |

other, ‘presenting the papers: taken from
Andre’s boots, and alsé the lotter written by
Andre himelf.

A heary frown ga.thezad on the nob]e brow
of ‘Washingion, as he threw his eye rapidly
aver each, and thers wasia sligut agltnbmn
of the'fnuscles around the’ mouth,

“When were these brought in?’ he de-
manded; in & stern but even tone of voice,

“ A few minutes before: your excellency d
arrivily? angwered Hamilton, “ As they were
represented to be of the utmost importa.nne, L

. ventured to break them open.”. ' :

“ But'why so much delay 2. Jameﬂon, 8 note
is dated the twenty- ttind——thm is'the twenty-
fifth—two days :

# Why, your excellency, it seems .that the
axpressdlspatched to meetbyou took the lower

~ voad to Hnrtford, which he followed till he
learned your excellency had returned by the
upper. e then came back to Lower Salem,
where Major:Andre now is, 'and thus becaine
the hearerof his letter also. But what is
fore strangs, your excellency, it seems that
Jameson dispatehed a note td Arnold,. telling
him his confederate was captured, and that,
reached “him this" morning, which accouuts
for-his hasty departure.”. '

# 1 gee'it all now,” almost gmn.ned Wnsh-
ingbon, pressihg one hand to.his temple. **Oh!
Raniilton; this is trying M thisis tiying ! tofight

a powerful ememy: with- such rank trexson:in '

' the camp. But how do you explain Jameson's
sondict, Colonsl ¥ is lie:in'the plot, too?"
T think not, General ; for had hé been in
tho plot, he would not have forwarded your
excellency thess .papers, ‘and would -hove
managed to give his prisoner liberty;- but his
pealisr’ conduct I camot’ explain, only by

- #tippusing. that he'did: not ledk upon Arncld

as a traitor, and thought.there. was smm
design of the enemy to ruin-his ch: wracter.”
“You may be right,” replied W‘mhlllgi}on,
‘Lt his strange miscohception and egregious
folly arve admost tantamount. to an overt ‘act.

.1 Arnold has fled to the enemy, of eourse; bk

it is possible he may have, met with some un,
foreseen delay. Mount, Colunel-aud.ride inall
haste to Verplank’s Point, and tell Colone] Liv-

“ | ingston to let no boab pass, Avrest the trait)y,
if possible—if not, take such steps fur. the;pter

sarvatiun of the country-ag,in your judgment,
the emergeney. demands, and report f0 me- a3

soon a8 you have dorie. We, know not how

many are in. the plot,por on.whom we canrely -

—therefore, be active, discreet, and vigilant.
1t is & hedvy blow, to come ab this time—buk
we must strive.to ward ik. There, go.” .
. Hamilton, without a word, quitted the reom,
and ordering his horse in haste, mounted and

rode swiftly nway. ‘ Woghington remained be- .

hind for a moment or two, baried in thought,
His-brow was clonded; and his featares looked
troubled : but soon the whole countenanee re«
sumed its naburally oalm, serene aspeot ;4nd
with his wonted slow, firm, dignified step,
he made his ‘appearance in.the sitling-room.

‘Hers he found all the officers. assembled,

awaiting his appesrance ; and beekoning Lo~
fayette and Knox to follow him, he returned
to the same apartment where. hé had held the
interview with Hemilton; and as ho clesed
the door, said, without. the least vmlble nglta-
tion in manner or speech: T ‘

“ Gentlemen, 1 have most distressing mtel-
ligence to eommunioate. General Arnold has
béen detected inm a, plot of treason, and has
fled to the enemy” Both officers gave a start

;| of astqnishmenb,‘and‘lookednIinquir,ingly at

their commnnder-in-chief, who muely,handed
theni tYie pruofa, and added # r.l.here, read for
yourselves.” :

#Qh) this is i:emble pr exclmmed the Mar-
quis, after having hastily. glanced over- t.ha
different papers. g -

- The villain !” e_]u.culated Knox. .

¥ Wihiom £an we trust now ?”.said Wa.shlng-
ton, almost monrnfully,.

- Some ful ther conversation took plnca, Ter
latwe tothe sieps to be taken to prevent #he
plot from sueceeding ; and then requesting the
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_officers with him not to divalge tlie secret to-

any one, Washington led the wuy buclk to the

sitting-room, where he made several trivial

remarks ‘to the' gertlemen ‘there présent, as
though his mind were perfectly at ease.

gervant, who was passing in haste. .

#-8he' ia very bad, your excellency,” whis-
pered the domestie. *“She's ravmg, sir, and’
keeps o caliing for yéu.t’ - ‘

“ For me " veturned the General, in sur-
priso ; ““iwhy did you'not tell me souner? But
no matter; I will see her now ; lead the way;”
wid Washington followed the servant to Mrs,
Arnold’s chamber. -

- Here he beeame: Ihvolved in o scens calen-
1ated to unman A stoie, and unstring the nerves
of the bravest, Mrs, Arnold—her lovely foa-
tures dendly pale, ‘and mairked with ‘strong
emotionii her bright eyes glenming strangely
and wildly ; herdress disgrdered; her hair dis-
heveled, and falling in heavy masses round
her neck and shoulders—was seated in achair,
with her infant in her arms, clasped to her
breast, and she was swaying to and fro, and
moaning piteously. On percelvmg who hnd
entered the room,she started up hurr mdly, and
sdvanied & step oritwo toward Washington,
Then stopping suddenly, she drew herself up

" t6 her full height, nnd glaring upon him with

the ferocity of a maniae, exelaimed s

. %80 you have come at last; Géneral Wash-
ington, here, to face me in my own apartment?
They told me villains were cowards, and I'did
not-think you would thus venture in the open
Yight of day.”

soothingly. .* Pray sit down, and be calm! I
would'not injure you for the world.”
= « Not me—oli, no, not me—ha, ha, ha!
You toid no 'lie there, General; you would
not harm mie, T know 5 but you would kill my
ehild, * Ha'! ha! you start—you dee I know.
¥en “you would kill my:child—my. poor little

innocens ehild, who néverdid any body wrong. |
Yes, I have'heard all about it—it is m!horrib'lef
plotyou have concocted to murder this little

mnocent,- My God | perhaps you have come.
now to'de your batcher-work! But you shall
nui—you shall not !’ she. fiirly shrieked,

* -|not the'child !
4 [low is.your mistress?” he ingquired of o

! ‘But they lied—villains are not
. 8l cowards—else why are you hers 1 -
“Bg calm; Mes. Arnold,” said Washingten, |

straining the child ¢loser to herbogom, an 11 -
trenting to the farther part of the rovm.. # ¥ -
ne—-you ghall not harm it: '8tab me, if v u
like+~peind my soul te its: Maker—but & 4 2
Oh! harm it notl” sha
tinued, softening her tone toone ofiear ¢

‘| pleading: *“ harmit not ! harm it nott itn v

‘did you wrong. " Seel sea! the little inne o &
smiles in’ your face—it is so sweet, so gent .*

| andishe fell to kissing it, and to Wweeping.

* ¢ My déar madam,” said Washington, -+ &
affected, “neither "you'nor your thild-have 4 y.
thing to fear from mo'; so I pray youbeeat o %
-+« Al! kind sir; good siz, I Fnewyoaw ¢

" be gentle; and relent towhrd theunfortans &

replied the lonely mgther; again ¢oming £ o
ward, smiling through her tears, and tali g
the seat she ‘had vacated o the Genew s
enttance;. ¢ Yes, I-knew you would be k' .
for you are the great'General Washingto -f
whom even his enemies speak in praise. § 4
are he'men eall the Father of his Country. -+ 4
I know' yolr would not wrong dne'ofiyour b k
drenio Is it not & besutiful babe, sic " «
o A gweet little ¢hild, madam,”- ¢
o like fts father,” Here o shriek o¥ nue
guish indescribable interrdpted the word I-ab
brought baek ‘to-thé poorwife a full sensy of
all her misery, :* Oh | what was Irabo:t to
utter 1" -she contined, wildly.w “Look i} +'ta
father! Oh Heaven !“be merciful, a.nd chun e
it to some hidéous monster, vather. than i it
went -the “face . that will. doony it t6 "wndvi.g
infamy! -Here, sir, here, sir—take and ] 11
it—Ikifl §t-in its junocence~~and:spare i-4.e
misery which must be its -portion elsel - ta

.| fatheris a criminal ; hewill die on thegall v 8;

and the world, unsatisfied with- this: revis) o,
wilﬂl heap insult on’ the- child, and ghun st 4

" | & viper—-ay, worss, worse than! aviper -1 9e

child of a trattor! Me she world maysirin,;
may deride, despise; hoot at, -and insu b in
every possible form=41 oan bear ity but, o’ i, it
tears my heart-strinys to think-snchadersiay
is in-store for. this little innocent;”, and-+ hé
again fell to weeping and-moating-in; the..v st
heart-touching manner,” bocisionally. en-u-
lating: “Poor child} God protect thee! it was
wrong for thy father: to -treatthee s - he
should -have been trué-to-hik codptry;. and tia,

God, for thy sa.ke, if ‘not fer:hig.own.” ' ..
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. Tt wag 5 trying scene to Washington, o wit-
nessso young, beautifil, accomplished, and ap-
parently inndcent a wife and mother, bewail-

" ing the spd fate of hersell and child, brought;
on by theé infamous deeds of oue in whom he
himself lid reposed confidence, but to whem-
ke must hengeforth be an implagable snemy,
and should lie be taken, must, as his judge,
doom. to the halter.  He felt the delicacy of
hig position,.and how impotent weve words to
heal the wounds of a heart so. lacerated ;. and

he took the first favorable opportunity of with- |

drawing from a spectacle so afflicting,

When he. again entered the sitting-room,
there was nothing in his look, speech, or
marner to imply that any. thing unusual had
oconrred to disturb his equanimity. Dipner
being anncunced, he merely saids:.

. “Coms, gontlemen, singe Mrs: Arnold is
unwell, and thé General in absent, . let us sit
down without. ceremony.”

" This self-possession, and Wondorful com-
mand.ef his feelings, were among the remark-
able traits of this great man, Where others
would have dppenred excited aud indignant,
he preserved his.dignity and evenness of tem-
per.  Yet the reader must not suppose him

indifferent, or that-his feelings were not tried |

8 other nien ; nor must he attribute his slow,
calm’ inovements to any iack of energy, or
want of decidion. From'the very first he had
decided vpon hia course ; but.haste or agita-
tion would betray something wrong and excite
suspicion; -and what this might effect it was
imposeible t¢ .tell, since he knew not how
many, nor whom, might be concerned in Ar-
nold’s plot.. It was necessary for him to be
disereet and composed ; and in exercising this
great self-command, he showed not.only his
wisdom, but his superlonty, in rzsmg equal
46 any emergency. .

. When. dizner was over, Washmgﬁon argse,
and with Lafayette and Knox, retired to a pri-
vate rdom,  I[lerea consultation was held and
lettersiwritton snd dispatthed to the different
military posta throughout the American lines,

Haste wis enjoined upon every courier; and |

such whs- the exertions made by each, that by
midnight every mission was.executed.

- At midnight that night, Andre was sum-
monod from his bed, to be escorted to General
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Arnpld’s late head-guarters. . The night wax
dark and dismal, and the rain fell in terrents
It was a gloomy journey.

At midnight that night, a party of armed
soldiers, with fixed bmyonets, and commanded;

by & ¥rench.officer, burst into the room whera

Smith was sleeping with his wife, and ordeved

‘him to dress without a word, and foll -w them,

Ha obeyed, and was algo condueted threogh

‘the ¢0ld, chilling rain to W'ashmgton B prewnt

gquarters. . -
<At mldmght that night, t.he roll Df the drum
was heard in the American encampment at

T'appan, the soldiers sprang from their beds t

arms, and the left wing of the army was puf

|in motion, and marched through darknesu,

mud, and rain, to ng s Ferry. i
Before the morning ‘dawned, every oﬂicer,
in:every section of the country, had received
his orders, and wns hastening to.obey, ,therh.
. And ali this was the work of the greaf com
mander of the American f'orces.

'

-CHAPTER XX1IV,
'WASHINhToﬁ AT HEAB—QUARTERS.' '

- WE nre aware that we have deviated from
the rules which should govern every novelist,
in go long neglecting many of our most importe
ant characters ; but we must pledd, in ex.
tenuation, that we have been rocording fasts,
which in themselves possess so much of dra:

think of casting them aside and substituting
fiction, Every one, we premise, has heard of
Arnold’s treason, and Andre’s capturs and

fewest number have tmce_d out, one by one,
the machifations and incidents of that damna-
ble plot, whose timely detection. saved our be-
loved country from total ruin; and conaigned
to an ignominious death one of the brightest
and noblest spirits that ever adorned the
British army, Major John Andre was,a vio
tim of circumstances. Pussessing genius of &
high order, a dizposition the most amiable, &
soul abuve every mean ond base sction,ag

+ | complishments the most rare, heavent:through

life beloved.by nll that knew him.. .Even the

very act that doomed him to the gollows, wad

matic plot and incident, that, we-conld not-

potimely ead ; but, at the same time, thevery
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fooked upan by all as justifiable in him, save
so far as the rigorous policy of war required
that he should be made astartling example, to
deter others from'4, like attempt.” 'While Ar-
nold, by every act of his, was damning himself
us a dastardly traitor-~Andre, in aiding his
conspiracy, was only zealously serving his
king. There can be no parallel drawn of*
either their deeds or motives. AH stratagems
in war, togain adecided advantage, aregranted
a8 fair in the most strict eddes of honor—the’
parties of whatover venture iz made, of course
ahidinig the consequences, if apprehended by
tho eremy. -“Andre inade his venture, was de-
tected, and the penalty of his'defection, not his
erime, followed ; for no one can dencminate
that as ciime, which is sanctioned by tustom
in every commander, of every army, in every
portion of the world. Pure and noble-minded
as wits Washington himself, he did not scruple
to have his soeret agents, his spies, of whom
to obtain important intelligeneoof the enemy’s
design ; nor did he look upon these agents in
any other light than as brave men, perilling
their all in the cause of their country, wittiont
any hope of réward, beyond a satisfied con-
goience, © Andre was himself an- 'agent of Sir
Henry Clinton ; nor did he in hﬁs negooiations
with Arnold once feel that his,own honor was
being comipromised, however mruch, in his own-
heart, he - might, have despised the man with
whom he was dealing, Oné guestion; by way
of illustration, and we hava done—theugh;

candidly, we can not think- that the conduet |

of poor Andre requires 4van this justifleation
at our hands, to induce the reader to- Yegret
hisfate. Had o British officer made an over-
ture to Washington, to surrender to him, for
& consideration, an -important - military post;
does any.bne suppose ke would, on the ground

-of honor, kive rejectod the proposition 7—and:

had he.députed Calonel Hamilton to sattle the
prefiminaries, would any cne regard Hamil-
ton:es in:the léast debased by obeying the

order or.request: of his commander-in-chief? |.

Recolledt, then; thiast what Colonel Hamilton’s
position. in such an event-would have been,:
Majar Andre's was ;- and hence the sympathy
that wag felt. for bim in every cirele through-

" out the- land,. among his enemxea g9 -well aa.
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The reader must suppose several days to’
hitve ¢lapsed since the closing events of the
foregoing chapter. In the meantime, the
Vulture has gone down to New York bearing
the ‘treacherous General to his new friends, -
with the intelligence of the failure of his
scheme, and the eapture of Andre. The wife
of the traitor, hearing of the safety of her hus.
band, and having become more domposed, has °
gone with her infant to vns:t her friends in
Philadelphia, pmor to her joining the fathor of *
her child in New York. Andre has boen re-.
moved from West Point to, Tappan, the head-
quarters of the American army, has gone
through his examination befors the board of
general officors, and this is their repoet:

* Firat, that Major, John Andre came on
shore from the Vualture sloop-of-war in the
tight, on an interview with General Arnold, :
in a private and seoret manmer, .

“ Secondly, that he changed hia dress within -
our lines, and under a feigned name, and in a*
disgumised habit; passed onr works at Stony .
and Verplank's' Point; was taken at Tarry-
town, in a disguised habit, being then on his
wnj to New York; and when'taken, he ‘kad -
in his possession several paphrs: which cons
tained intelligence for tha epemy. -

“These facts being esta.bhahed it .is bux
undivided and unanimous opinion, that Major
John Andre cught to be considered ds a py, i
and a8 such, aceording to the law and naaga
of nations, to suffer deaih.”

Washington had eanvened tlis board of of:!
ficers—which consisted of siz major-genernls :
and eight brigadiers, of whom General Greens.
was chosen president—not as a court-maxrtial,»
Jhut to examine into the ease of Andre, repors:
facts, and express their opinion as:t0 what
skould be done with him, - And the foregoing
is the report shey broaght him, whick he subs:
séquently transmitted to Sir Henry Clinton,
and on which hie acted, not as hia inolinatitn,
biit.as dity prompt.ed ‘

1t was ahout nine o’clock in the evening of,
the-séeond day following the examination of
Andre; gnd in'a private room of .a'houss,.
known as head-guarters, in the little villuge of .
‘Tapjan, the commander-in-chief:df the: Amen:
rican-arfmy was seated, .- The foom was kvery-

among hig friends, -

" 'plain one, and was very meager of furniture,.




. No.one, I think; will deny, that since the war
_bagan, I -have had meny a mement of deep

;might have detected a Jook of care, gricf, apd

iw

A table stood before the General covered. with
papers #id documents, and a wax-.candle,
buruing in an iron stick, -partially Jlighted. thie
apagyment, ;and gave a bold relief to his pale,,
culm;- noble features.: His. countenauce wag!
grave- and  thoughtful, and a olose observer

anxisty; though every linearpentwas perfectly
tranguil, and nothing indicativg, passion was,
any .whers apparent..” Hiy head was unco-
vered,-and his veneyable hair, brughed back
from the terples and forehead, exposed . that
broad, high, massive brovw, which contributed |
50 much to the majesty of his lofty bearing, In
his hand he held a paper, which he was pes
rusing slowly and thonghtfully; aud:when he |
had finished, herturned to ;the only occupant
of ithe apartment :beside. himself, who was
geated at a litt}e' distance from bjm, and said:

# This is indead a tt;ying crisie, my. lord.

afftiction, of ' dark despondenoy ; .yet, sir, 1
have had very fow so trying as the present.
Evils that come upod us in the natural conrse
of .gvents,  we strive to, bear, up against- and
remedy; but when we find our friends, those.
in whone we have reposed all confidence, aud-
denly ﬂusertin'g us, the heart, receives a shock
from which it is very. hard to. recover. "~ We
k.n(iw not then where or how to.seek remedys;.
we begoma suspicious, which makes s isolated;
we know not whom, to.trust, nor with whom
to .counsel. © Like the K marinér without -his
compass, we have no guide-on which we can,
rely;. and wo . act upen a-ventard, fearing |,
exery thing we o is wrong; that instedd wof:
exiricating .ourselves from: our difficulties,
evoty step wetdks may be plunging -us.inte.
othérs—that we may be steering a courde. di-

rectly-opposite to the haven we.would reach.””.

% What your excellenoy says. is too true™
replied the Marquis of Jafayette,~-for he' it.
was to whom the com‘mnnder-in-chief ad-
dresged himself.. . . ol s

¢ ¢ Brow: that Arnold is gone,” pursuhsd Wash.*
ingtou, *and his plot-detected; T féel that stk
@man may well be: spared. from. aftong. udy’

for hé.wes always rash, and always gétting into |
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instance, in this mtercepfed paper, I find the
name of Qne of our major-generals used in such,
‘s, connectiot as to {asten upon him suspieion,
It ﬁmy be a trick of the enemy, to. coause dis-
affection in our army, and loss of confidence
in one apother ; and it may be founded on
rr_ah:y ;- and hére lies the dlﬂlculby, we, can-
ot say which)” o ‘

“1 see . but one.way, to, settle nhe mﬂttcr,
replied the Marquis; “and thqt is_to.send
another spy into the enmemy’s. camp, and lot
him confer. with those already there e

% TIn-that opivion I goncur, my lord; and am
‘even now taking steps for so doing, And I
&till have another object in view, which: it is’
possible may be effected at the same time, 1
allude, to the recovery. of the traitor.”

4 Indeed, your excellency 17

« 4 Yes; if Glinton will net give him in ex-
change for Andre—and. I shall know whether
he will or not on the retury of Greene, whom
I-expect every moment—I have thuoughs of

a bold device of having him seized iu the
campof tho enemy, and conveyed acrose the.
river to Ioboken, whence he will be safely.
escorted to this place. Poor André! my
healt bleeds for him, and. I really. wish. there,
were some justifiuble imeans of effecting his
liberation.: ‘I'he.oply way it .can 'be done, is
‘by-exchanging him for-Arnold, and-this I fear
they. wili ot do. ;. Greene; who. has gone- to,
confer with a deputatlon from: New York,

.concerting the prisgner’s releage, I: have in
struocted to hint at. the matter j but I have na
‘hope theywill:acoept the terms; in fact, they:
cannot do se honorably.”

{ “Poor Andre! liis is, indecd, a hard fate "
suid Lafayette, in.a: tone. of deap sympnthy.
“ 8o young; so talanted, so accomplished, so
amiable, €0 .evéry way. worthy-to: live; with
-guch u billiant future hefore. him P '

“ Believe me, my lord* réjoined Washing-
ton ‘s voice for the first time betraying emo-
tion, -**#rhen. I signed’ his déath-warranty I
found .my eyes: growing dimy -and, my lord
Marquts,quseldom weep.: tAnd heve,” haad’
ded % pray tead-that -letter, which the-ipris,
.oper sent me torday,! and: then sayy my:lord”
'if ib‘he not hard, for one who sympathizes: i
his noble,;aoldieM-ikejfeelingsnaa:I do, to 1o

diffionlty ;-but.I s nneasy- lest hgihas. se-
duced bettér men into his vile scheme.

PN

.For.

fuse him his last request 7. el

. give me- remorse, I trust that the request 1

* my duty, however painful it-be to my feelinga.”

It was, Major- Geneml Qreene,, - ., -
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¢ The M'n-;ms tosk the letter which Wash-
ington lmnded hlm. and read as follows
‘ R ‘I‘Apmm. lat October. ]780
- 1 81r,==Buoyed above the tervor of death by
the conspiousness of a life devoted to henorable
'pul'suitsg and stained with’ no netion that can

make to your exeellency, at this serious period,

snd which is to softer my last ‘mom'ents,' will,

not be rejected.
. “Synmpathy toward a soldier, wg& am‘ely ine
duee your excei]ency, and g milita¥y tribunal,
to adapt, the mo;le of my death to the feelmgs
of o man of honor
. % Lot me hope, sir, that if uught in my cha.
‘racter :mpresqes you mth esteem toward ‘me,
if aught ini my mxsfortunes marky me "as the,
vigtim of pohcy and not regentment, I shalI éx~
perience thé operation of these feelmga in your
breast, by being mfm‘med I am not to die on &
‘gibbet.” e v R
#¥ have the hnnor to be, your
- #excellency’s most obedient,
“and mogt humble servant, - -
v e Jo:‘m ANDRB. ¢

c 4 And thls rcquest you ean not grant " gaid
Iﬂfuyette a8 he finished the epistle.. .-

© % No, my lord, the customs of war will not
:permit. it,” answered Washington, mournfully,
! Andre stands. condemned s o spy ; and if
he pays the penalty awarded to his deeds, he
must die by the halter, As the:chief of the
army of these united uolomes, I must perform

* Has your e;ccllenoy.so infoymed the pri-
soner.?” . o .
4 No, I have gent no reply.-—nor shall ,I——

ws, 1 know any I conld make Woulﬂ dseply ;

wound his seusitive feejmgsﬂ - .

" At this moment a hasty step was. hem‘d in;
the adjoining room, the door of the apartment
opened, and a military officer, of a stern, reso--
lute, | uncmﬁpromising‘ appearance, entered.

“Well, General . gaid Woghington; f‘haye
you seen Clinton’s delega.tes on thls unhappy |
affair?” |

“T have had an interview with Genafal ¥
Roliertson,” replied that officer; “but nothing
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“ Then André’s case 15 hopeless,” re\]omaﬂ
the commander:in-chief,

“So I shonld think,}. said the ot.hr*r ab~
ruptly. . * Roberteon evidently had little idea
With whotfi he was deuling, He opened hisine
‘goelation with fulsome flatbéry of myself, and
ekpressed his satisfaction in. being snabled to
treat with an officer so distinguished,'on an
ccoasion so intérestitig to the two armies, and
to humanity, and all that. - I replied, that I

|'was not-thefe as.an ‘officer, bat as a:private

wentlemaw, deputed: by your 'excellency, and

| thait the ¢ase:of an ncknowledged spy admitted

of no discussion. He then, after some preaui-
‘ble, abouts being there to state ficts; and all
that; opened his heaviest.battery, -and pep-

'| pered atway, till T gréw tired standing o targot

of hiz elogdaenge, - His main-argnments weré,
that Andre landed-under sanction of a flag;
that he acted wholly by the directiona.of Azx-
neldi-who, being a major-general; was clothed
in anthority—and-therefore he could hot be
regarded.as s spy.- He then brought up Are
nold’s testimony in evidenco; but I.sopn
weheeked him there, by replying-that Andre
‘himself had admitted that he did not.consider

| imself as properly scting under o flag, and

that all Americans would believe Apdre in
preferenés to a vile traitor. He then wished
40 have the: matter reforred to Count de
‘Rochambenu.. and: Géneral Knypbausen, and
80 on.. The interview finally closed; byhia
reqnestmg that. I wenld represent the whole
Affairin the faivest light.to, your excellengy.
The, amount of it is, the enemy is seoking to
gain time, hoping something may turn up,in .

favor of .the pnsoner,,a.nd that he will be

liberated.”

“Well,” rejoined Wushmgbon ﬁrmly, b tlme
ean not be granted. . We.have delayed too
|long already 5 hut T wished. to, give the pri.
soner another chance for his life. . He would
have-suffered to-day, but for this interview.
He dies to-morrow at twekve.”” Ho then picked
wp & pen,iand. wrote a.fow lines, and.folding
th,ae papei,; ‘handed it to Ge'nqra.l Grﬂena, By
ing: “There is the order for his execution.
I rely wpon you to see it carried into effect,”,
“Phere was no tremulousness in his voice,
and nothing'in his manner thatihetrayed emo-

¢an be done’in the way of exchange.”

tion, save that he arose and walked once or -
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‘fwice across the room, and then returned to
bis etat. But potwithstanding, the heart of
Washington beat wdrm .with sympathy, and
‘he deeply felt for the unfortunate Andre.
BSome half an hour later, the’ Margiis de
Lafayette and General Greene took .their
.-lea.va‘; and almost immediately after, the
guard announced Major Lee.
“ Let him pags,” said Washington ; and as
the new-comer'entered the room, the com-
‘mander-in-chief raceived him-politely, offered
‘him. % sent, and then, without wasting: words,
icontinwed : “I have sent for you, Major Lee,,
-in the hope that yon have some one in your
‘corps,;who ig willing to underteke a'secret and
dnngarous project. He must be a man in
whom- can be placed implieit: confidence-—
brave, energetic; and diderest. I am free to
‘admit that the projeot is one of great peril,
- ‘ahd one that has more risk than- glory.: Inn
iword, it is dothing more nor less than deser-

dion from his corps, dight to the ehemy, and

2 'eunning but bold attempt:to'seige Arnold.
{If he sucdeed, ho shall be amply rewarded
if his design i3 penetrated by the enemy.

gibbet will be his doom. Do you knmow of
one answermg my deserlphon "who: loves his
‘country ‘enough ‘to venture all this 7"

thequalifications your éxcellency has named.”

““In this paper, thion, Major' Lee,” rojoinad:
Washmgtuﬁ taking -dtie from the tableznd
Landing it to the other, “you will find all.
‘necessary instruetions, -Whoéver consents to'

undertake the service, T wish him to'set out |

this night. _You will pleass hashen the mat-
ter forwurd‘. Adien.”

* Just as Lee departed, Captmn M:lfard Wwag
announced and admitted.

- “Wll, Captain,” said Washmgton, “ have
you come to a decision '

] have, your exeellesey: T will gb.”

i Bravelysaid. I eould havd preferred one |-
-aflower grade; but, for many réasins, L know.
:bf nona 8o fitted for the undertakmg You

Loaroee
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havé already rendered your covwntry good :
service in many ways, and shall not be forgol
ten. Your instruetions are in this paper,

|| Get them by heart, and destroy it, lest it fall

into-wrong hande, and cost you yourlifs, Ro.’
selie Da Pont, it seems, you already know, B
very guarded how and where you meet hery ]
for should you be détected, it would be a dow
ble grief to me' to know that she had becomo :
‘{hvolved in the same difficulty.” -

“ Her veputation and life are dearér to ms
than my own, your excellency,” replied Cape
tain Mllfprd warmly ; ‘and then, hethmkm}\
him what he had ‘szid, he looked confuse
and his face hecame scaﬂet o

“Ah! s it so, Capha.m * ‘returned Wash-
mgt.on with a placid smile. I knew notol
this, I understand it a.ll pow. Well, well,
Captain Milford, your aeeret is gnfe thh me;
and I will only add, be very’ prudent., and
may you be prospered in all your undert‘,ak‘-
ings! You will, if favored by circumstnnees,
aet out to-morrow night. Iemember, that be-
gides aseertatning if [here his voice dropped .
to & whisper] General - is leagued with
the enemy, the seizure of Arnold .is all im-
portant. ‘But that paper will give -you full

! "| instrugtions,; And now, Captain, farewell?
I think1 do, Generalj” replied Lee, * Ser-
geant Champe, of my command, pssesses all

+ % Farawell, your éxcellency,” said Milford, .
with no little cmotion, taking the hand-of the
Goneral, and préssing it réverently tolily 11ps.',
“Stiould my &vil star be.in the nscendant—~
should.I fall ignobly—1 rely upon Youl ex-
eolleficy to ‘clear my hame: of all dishonor. :
Agnin, farewell 17

4 Onee more adieu!” returned Washmg-
ton; and the next moment he was “albndl
“A4 noble youth,” e ‘added’ to - himself;
“pray Heavén his fate be'niot like Andre’s!”
and he became lostin & silent feverie.

- In " Rosalic Dii' Pont or, Treason ' in the
Camp,” will be found ihe Sewond Seriesand
concbuswn of The .Fbmale Spy

END.




