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PREFACE.

Reapes, it ‘is not at all probable that you would read a lengthy
preface, should the author write one, and therefore, he is under
many obligations te you for saving him this labor; and he invites
you to pass on and sketch the tales; and if they are interesting,
or amusing, so express it to others, if you pleasge, and it will prove
far more advantageous than any prefatory remarks that could be

made by Tuz Avrnor




o

CONTENTS.

o

The Countersign, * Roasting Ears,”
‘Bchemes of Soldiers to obtain Liquor, -

Do. Do. - Do. We.lI, -
Our Private, *The Colohel," in the Mili{'.ary‘ Hospital,
The Patriotic Congressman, . . .
The Camp'at Night, ' - e e
Tricks of Soldiers upon each other, - -

Schemes of Boldiers to obtain Liguor, No. I,
The Camp ab Night, Ne. II, - . - =
Daily Scenes of a Soldier’s Life,

Fighting on one’s own hook,

e e e

IS

EMBELLISHMENTS.

. ) . Paom,
Pombardment of Vera Cruz, - - - = = -~  FRONTISPIECE,

Gate of Mercy, at the Uity of Vera Crus, Co-19
View of the City of Tampico, - - ‘ 59
View of the River Panuco, - 65

[




THE ’ ‘GoUNTERSIGN

",‘K

B.xwm, gﬂow the author to lmtro&uce
0, Jyou a, goldler,, as_he standy before
‘in_the, yanks on ‘parade, < Colonel
%Vlm‘gakbr ¥ as. umversally galled in. t];e
af x ment to which he 'belopged,. (the:
ennessee Gavalnr ~and. he was g
Colonel at horne, in Tennessee, before
the Mexican war broke_ out, and was
mac}e llB %1 jer-Geperal onhlq return;
¢ wes but a private, and

& -kc.orporal had commang{ oven

hﬁn.’, thoygh sometimes it ha) pened
s colonel in cnmmand wouﬁi not. keep

himy, strquht as will_ be notlced, m the,
mp(;e,e,dmg tales, in. seveml of hlcl;l he
was a prominent-actor, for wherever fun;
or. liquor, was to: be procured, 14 the
Colone]”” always had &, full shg,;e in the |-
pmcee(i;ngs necessary *,o ob her,
The Colonel was about six feet In hxgh
quare byilt, portly; with a fu]l, rqgnd,
s gaee, clear blue gybs, on the, COTDETE:

of ‘which, &t a.glance, mirth might be

néerl, ‘lgrlgfng '8t 84y Hme, 8 musenlar| Ark

arm. and Targe hand, by which he xifle.
a:nd, ihe,. sahte were ha.nde d, as. play-
thmgs, - qs mouth, and ehm, xere
“mc?ﬂ led; by, Beavy, mustachios pnd|
5“5 Yie appeaed pretty sevage

toaq o bserver, from a little 08 }
bu,, the;rq Was Do rudeness a’boqt, him,,
No person had, mpre kindness sb.heart,
tlmn e towards ng -one I;mg a, fop,
bad, be. the . slightest, dislike, and.. in

%nm, 10 personismore. despised 1 n, ,tb,q

eyes of a soldier than. a fop, espeeially.
80 When s personuge of that description:
DBYS, mngh 2 to the, Oiﬁeers of.a

¢ompany, reglment., or brigade, and

Lot :Jiz;

€€ ROASTING DARS 4

o (lL : ‘k.‘(il:c‘."
Easses mth sﬂent ;;sm&empt by the. p prl-
ate qoidlers tbese persons, m ymscagg

return of feeling that m

g?(yregyiars, whose ha‘mts o bgg
them;

 ihem

hnd _subordigation  will .prevent,
from exhibiling theiz: dmlJz
to, g;he;r actions ; bu,t ihe pase iy d}ﬁemt.
Wht;‘.n 1;11 t};m wgy they, c mchm contact.
With velunteers ;. many Japm i
ranks heing of equal standm pﬁm
officers at home, cannct; ;;gwk ;gh&s,,qr(
commonly, despite of mm z
triction,  mansge; fo- ayiiotf ugh, clign!
mers, tg :theix, satisfaction, snd in.go,
doing, {0, gcpasion, o small: amonnt of
merrament ar!lr]nong emselvgs, F prathiog
js Tennesgee regiment of ) aa-
Yﬂryw g:loliis long march from Mermpbis,;
by land.to Tampico, Before it gmharkedy
bug; little, reanse . of. compkwnt am;ldmu
hllegpd by the.inhabitants of the seokion:
of country ‘thxongh which. it pwedxm
a8, Texes, and Mexicoy |
depreﬁ,amons of minor pogsequcu% ;wm;
ocoasipnally commitied, -but-these wire
few, save with: such..men. 88, 1

mentjoned ;, @hey always fared, )baé}y

at| contempts thus thrown, 11

upon, the, vnalt the sregimg
| enof hberaﬁ@,m}ao bad; ﬁﬁl ﬁlﬁ em B

and.forage for the xii bt to the Miartdpry
mpsier, and who had Jyrge plaatimd,
of grgmpg»omp, drm. in: gonsidarntion:

of the;price received by thera, ssd.f
the, situation. of Alie soldiers, mwldpg;m

the, Jatter: ﬂmhbetty e wge-fon wasﬁps

caxs. for ihieiriswppers, iwo;.throel ar Bye:

rows; of -eorn in.such 8 caeythesthapi

racter of that man in thaz; }jamculnr
9




10 THE COUNTERSIGN—%ROASTING EARS/”

would he spread through- the whole
regiment, even before the tents were
pitched ; and he would be favorably
considered, and his offer but partialty
made use of. * He is a eclever man,
let him alone,” was the expression, and
nothing of his wolild he harmed.. But.
on the contrary, let him treat the sol-
diers with contempt, regard them as
thieves and scoundrels, apply to the
officers for a gmard for his corn-field,
his chickén-coops, potatoe patch, &c. ;
and it would be  as quickly known
through: the .regiment ; - and from. the
treatment «that he wouwld reeeive, he]
would not probably thereafter hold any
better opinjon of them than before. . It
was. 80 with the Kentucky, Tennessee,;
- diifl Arkayisas régimeénts of cavalty, as
they passed along that route, and was
so'in' ‘faet with every regiment of vo-
- luinteers that marched to the late war:
afid would 'and will be so with every
regiment of ‘volunteers that may here-
after'hié raised in the Western States,
whilg ‘the people there retain their pre-
sént independent mianner: of thought,”
-viewd) dhd detions. " T

* Many citcurstances illustrating this,
oceurred in those regiments during this
long march, one of ‘which, in the Ten-
nessée régiment, will show the reader
-the inward feelings and actions of the
soldiers in these cases. ) ‘

-At'nioon, on a hot sultry day, the
advance 'of the regiment halted' at &
plasitation in-one of ‘thé westémn dountiés
of -Arkensal, dismounted’ st the desig-
nited -plike' of encampment for that
nght, “and stood holding their tired
hotzes, while company ‘after eorpany |
advaided, followed by the long train, .

~ The proprietor of the plantation walked
out 0 the advance as thus halted. He
was diedsed in lis best; with & ruffled
shitt bbsoi-in front, of the appearance:
of: ‘which’ e appeared to be quite satis-
fied.. Net turning his head toward any
ofthe dusty soldiers as he passed up in-
fromt of the line, he very-obsequiously
addressed the officer Tn command, in-
fortying! rhim -that he had provided: an’
amiple dinner in antieipation of the ‘ar-
rival of thie regiment; that-he had good
liegubrs, -kind ‘big fare was very low, d&ec.;

gt it R N

(I

and with a bow and whisk of his cane,
and an additional display of his ruffles,
he turned and walked to the officers of
the first company arrived, with the same
consequential appearance ; thence to
another, d&c., ‘and finally brought up
at ‘the Colonelsihead guarters, when
the Calonel and ‘the ficld officers were
dismouating, tired and exceedingly hun-
gry. . Here. the gentleman put on his
most obsequious bows, introducing him-
self, and exhibiting his ruffles to the
greatest advantage.

“The dm—rd fool,” muttered some

he heard it not, and whisking his cane
ag#in, he moved off. “The officers, after

bu not much attention'did they réceive
from the pompous landlord, who invited
the officers into his rooms, and put Lis
liquors before them. o

deranged mah walking ‘round’ ih the
vaid, ‘and they talked to him a litle.

then, ordered the unfortirhate man ite

him tight i
a worse repute than before.

these ‘were informed that they oould not
do so until after the officers ‘had all
dined. g :

One' of the privates. was ¢ the
Colonel ;* without a word' he sat with

and waited until three tables’ had suc-

 cessively been cleared ; they were then

told gruffily by the landlord that their
dinner was ready, and in they walked,
his ecompanions sat down’; the dirt

the potatobs were almost gone Y gcraps
of. bread lay round-on the cloth, &e.

e - it

men in -the ranks of the rear zuard, just
filing in by the Colonel’s marquee : but

etcampment, passed up to the house,
and hundreds of soldiers went-up also, -

Bome of the soldiers found & harmless

The landlord seeing this, bustled thtongh
the stable, from there up into, its loft,
and, ”de‘s]pit‘e his "entreaties, then tied

y with 4 rope. " This gave him

Home- privates wished fo eat, but

his' comrades patiently in'the passage,

as the officers were giving their half. .
dollat each to the host, who stowed
these away in his pocket, with & gfent .
pir of satisfaction. ¢ The' Colonél”” and’

plates were unchanged ; the bones of °
the beef remained alone in the dishes ;'

They waited, after glancing at the side:
‘board, to see if ‘the liquor bottles weré

e it s, iy

AR i Do
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tHeve, but these had already been placed :
ugdei lock and key. 8tll they wailed,.,
* and the host came in, with his jingling

siiver, and was passing by them silently.
“‘Hallo, landiord ; give us some clean
plates; and something to eat heve,” said
“.the Colonel.”” ¢ Got no more plates ;
plenty to eat fil;here; help yourselves,”
wag the short.reply. ¢ By G--d! no-
thing here-to help to ; if this is all, we'll
2o, boys,” said ‘“the Colonel,” as he

ashed hig chair back.. * OF eourse,”

e continued, ** you charge us nothing,
a8 we. eat: pothing 7. « Half a dollar
apiece; you wat- down to dinner; you.
can help yourselves, there’s'plenty for
you ; it’s’ nothing to me whether iybu

eat or not! you can't come the gam|

gane over me, any how.” L
4 You're a-——" hegan one of the

men. * Stop, John, stop ; we will help.

ourselves, as he says, but not liere ;
give him his money. Pay him now for.
us; and we will pay!you when we. go
down to camp.”’

six, told him tha it was wigentlemanly
s0 to aet; to which he replied with a.

sheer, that the U.8. Government gave |

tham.Elenty of provisions in camp, and
that the ¢ '
hougs fo aat, 1f they did. niot* expect to

pay for it. . As the party passed -otit,

thaLieutenant-Colonel of the regiment,
who-had overheard the conversation,

accosted our ‘private, ¢ the Colonel,”

and bein%informed of the eircumstanee,
wag ruch

statiotied. to protect his property that

" night. . Our , private " the Colonel,”

saying in reply that this was right,
beggid-‘ {permission, -however, to. assist
the

" Lieutenent-Colonel in the ¢hoice of -

& countersign to be used by these
gaards during the night; - sting
the ‘words « f{'oasting ears;”'sf‘xﬁ%gh he
was promised should be adopted-; and
adopted. it was, and in' completeicontra-

‘diétion to ell military rales with regard

to-dountersigns, was known throughout
the regiment long before-the zun had

- set; wnd scores preferred to leave the

camp at night. ' After dark, the line of

- % The~ Colonel,
" handing.the chap three dollars for the

y had no business to go to &'

ingensed at ity staling that
the landlord et dinner had been very
particular in asking for guards to be

gentinels was' posted around the wliole

the line of corn-field, with strict orders,
as usual, to let no one pass without the
countersign. '~ At ten ¢’clock * the Col~

starting several other messes, each with
bags and ‘blankets, went to * help- hita~
gelf ;. &nd shortly, ag 80 many came’
in the darkness to the different sentinels, .

(themselves In the secret) they were

"constantly challenged. - ¢ Who comes:
there 277 # Friend.” :
friend, and give the countersign.”-——
Coming up,  Roasting ears *” was whia-
pered, and. the reply made. < The
countersign is right ; pass o' then in
p-Jower tone was added, ¢ Bring me

- |some.” ' The same  was' Yepeated: all

plong the line, so fast, that the-sentigels

lenge and receive the countersign from -
the numbers’ going out empty-handed,
and returnin §oaded‘wiﬂ1'ma.st.ing CATE |
the whole field was crashing -and snap-
ping in every direction.; every oomgn‘n;c

and-every mess had plenty brought-to’

them, while the en husks -wers
stripped off, and given o the horses..

usual caution, ‘and the field ‘was still for.
the time, until after the officers of the
guard had pdssed orders; and the coan-
terslgn. béing yet the sams, business
was resumed with all activity ; some of

they were hoarse with continually chal«:
lengitgy and demanding the countersign,:
which was given them in every instaneé.
¢ The Colonel "’ -was in his glory. ** Worlke
on; boys,” he said, ss he met themin

g that chap said to-day ; I'i soon heve
1oy half-doflar’s wertht” - And work
they did. *“Who comes thére ?" MWho

& -doden points’ at onee. - But - the
Colorkl's” retribution was néar. being
-stopped. ~ A man who was wot in the
'secret,. but who had been oub often; res
gularly obtaining the countersign, and
had procured a bottle: of liquor,- on ¥é:
tueping; ‘met with the enrn gatherers.

by the rood ! ¢ Colonel W-m foriaé

encampment, and closely stationed along::

onel ** sent his messmate out, -and . then .

e e e T P

TS
fons

4 Advance, .

hed as: thuch "as they could do.to chale

The Bentinels were relieved, with the

the sentinels declaring next day; ‘thab.

the darkness, we are ‘¢ helping ourselves,

.comés’ there T7 might be heard- from

* What does this mean ¢ Stealing ¢om

i
1
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-

the hiead of it. T'll stop that fan ; and|

he -immediately went to his captain’s
tent, “waked him wup;, and accused
*-Colonel - W, with- having Dbalf the
regiment stealing corn. ““Impossible,”
satdl. jthe .captain, half awake. < It's
soyget up, -captain, and see” “ 1
willy for it must be stopped. ¢ Colonel
W. 1’ jt’s impossible, Mr. Kelly.”
But “the Colonel” having been in-
formed of Kelly’s intended accusation,
" had sent two men quietly after him, to
acense. him of drunkenness and dis-
turbancé. These came up as the captain
wag hurrying on his clothes, “(aptain,”
said ene mildly, as he put his head within
the tent, *“we don’t ike to disturb you,
but the drunkenness of Mr, Kelly is be-
yond all endurance ; he will not let us
sieep, and-for an hour has beeén cursing
and swearing at ¢ Colonel W.” in. our
tent.” “It's a lie! I am . not drunk,
Captain.”, . ¢ He is, Captain; he has a
hottle. of liquor now in his -pocket, and
he- disturbs us.all.” A glance at his
pecket. showed the hotile, sure enough.
The Captain was very angry, and.not-
withstanding all of his rapid remon-
atrances, .ordered .the other two to take
Kelly under arrest down o their tent,

end to tell; * Colonel W.” 1o have him-

guarded strictly there until morning,
then to bring him before him, Away
by:them Keily was instantly pulled,
astonished .and confounded, while the
Oaptain dgain lay down to sleep, threat-
ening -vengeance against him in the
morning for his drunkenness: ¢ The

- Colonel ”” in'the mean time, had gorie
for. another blanket-full of roasting ears,
“snd Kelly thus detained, after solilo-
quising some time on his situation, took
a strong pull at his hottle in realily,
which Jie had not touched before-; and
followed that by another equally strong
‘80v8o0on; that before *the Colonel ”’ got
back with his load, Kelly was * high'"
surely.. Soon afterward ¢ the Colonel ™
was heard in the darkness coming puffing
under his burden,. and as he threw down
theload from his back to the ground at
the door of his tent, saying to himself,
“ Help yourself, hey!.it’s the same

. whether you do or not;:leavings good
. snough fora private. . Well! 1 reckon

T have.got vear fifty cents’ wirth, but-l?
will bring another load, any how : help:
yourself, hey 1™ . Lo e

¢ There !’* says Kelly to his guards -

inside, ¢ did not I tell the truth when T+

said: “ the Colonel’ was stealing roasting -
ears 7" No-answer being given to this, '
he looked earnestly at the eutrance; and.:
as Whitaker entered, said, “I'm in.a-
prefty situation. Here are you stealing.

roasting ears, .and half the regiment.
with you; and I wert to report you,

like & good soldier, and here I am ar--

restéd for drunkeniiess, and you set to
guard me! Yes, we are a nice setl:
you # colonel of & regiment at home, -
and I a major, in good standing there,
tood you here stealing roasting -eara, -
and I under guard. 'The Captain would
not believe me, though I spoke tho
truth.” : o

“Well, ¢ Major,” it is a hard case, as
you say,” seriously said ¢ the Colonel ;" .
“‘we are honorable men ai home;.but
here we are only privates, and we must
obey orders.” * Certainly,” said * the
Major.’” ¢ As you are arrestéd, why, -
I must guard you faithfully ; -but as 1
kaow you to be an honorable man, I
shall not kgep you close, for you won't
try to get away.” . :

« No, * Colenel,” 1 am honorable, I
will stay contented ; but here, I have-
gt some good liguor 'here, and i was
hard to get; won't you take some: with-

me?’ ¢ That I will,” said *the.

Colonel ;' and Kelly fook a strong pull :
at it, and handed itto < the Colonel,”-
who took a hearty-draw, and returning
the stopper, said, *'Well, < Major,”as L
have got to take care of you, and you
have drunk encugh mow, 1 will take
care of the bottle for you, and I. will
leave you to yourself. Boys,”” he con-
tinued, *Major Kelly is an honorable.
man, and although in a state of arrest,.
he will not try to escape, so we will
take a little of his liguor ;™ (with a Iow.
bow to the Major, who was getting quite
sleepy,) “ and then we will get another
load.” * They did so; Kelly went to.
sleep, and the others brought the
roasting ears. - T

The morning. showed an awfal de-
struction id the corn-field. The landjerd.

€
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éame down with 2 complaint. No one
knew anything of the matter, save * the

+Qolonel”’- and another man, who said |

that they had taken some, in order thet
-they might Lave a chance to speak to
the ruffled gentleman. - ‘
To these the pompous landlord ap-
proached. . * How many ears did you
take last night 2** said he. The man,
‘who wak one of those who had paid his
ity cents the day before at the dinner-
table, and who had brought several
burdens, thought somé time, and then
replied that he had got as many as ten.
“ %\’ell, gir, you owe me ten cents.”
He was peid a dime, and then turning
to *“the Colonel,” who had at least
brought five bushels, he demanded,
creWell, sir, how many ears did you
take ?” He studied on if, and replied

that he had got at least fifteen. « Well,

-gir, you owe me fifteen cents.”” It was

paid. ¢ Now, sir,”” said ‘“the Colonel ”
“let me enquire ? —— “Yes, sir]»
 Well, sir, look at me, and you will
remember me at your table yesterday ;
and there you told me, and repeated it,
to help myself; and as ‘you would give
neither me nor my comrades anything
at your dinner-table, we did help our-

extent of our fifty cents each : and now,
sir,- if you are not out of this camp in
short order, we will help you to a sound
thrashing, Hallo, 'boys ; ' get your
switches, and brush up this ruffied

operation {0 be performed, but moved
off in & rapid and straight course, never
locking behind him. He saved his
hide, but probably has no better opinion
of private soldiers than he had before.
The injury he received was bus the result

lof his own action.

¥
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Taz termperance societies of the day
have acconiplished a vast deal of benefit
to the community at Jarge, and are yet

reventing & great amount of suffering
in’ sediety, by discouraging the mse of
ardent spirits; and the order of Bons
- of Temperance has by itself exerted a
'beneficial influence for good, which
indeed cannot be sufficiently known or
valued. God speed them in their bene-
volent exertions ; the blessings of thou-
sands upon thousands rest upon them |
But many of their most active members
in the cause, have learned by their own

- experience, the evil effects of the se-
ducing intluence of alecholie drinks.

those who have served in our 'armies
raised from time to time, in Jackson’'s
Indiah campaigns, in the last war with
England, in the Black Hawk war; in
the Florida, war ;' those now renaining
~who fook part in these, well remefber

the influence Strongly running for mirth,

for sport of every deseription, but more
especially for the usé, and free usetoo,
of spirituous liquors, whenever, by any
means, fair or otherwise, they could be
procured. Nor is the experience of
those who have borne a part in the
Mexican war a whit behind the otheirs
in this respect. Some few never drank
during any of these campaigns ; with

nine-tenths, perhaps ninety-nine  hun- _

dredths, liquor, in whatever hame it
came, in brandy; whisky, gin, mescal,
aguardiente, or pulgue, always was ac-
cepiable; and not only so, but was

" | sought after and obtained by every
Especially has this been the case with |

means that ingenunity could devise, or
industry execute. ' giquor the soldiérs
would have ; the thousand schemes
used to obtain it, the dangers and risks
run to procure it, would, in accountm
detail, bé. more voluminous than ‘any

actor in the same would undeftake to

selves out of your corn-field, to the fall

‘shirt.”*  But he did 2ot wait for that

,.
o e A T T

- rs;-v_rfas.«‘mf-'ﬂ:f@:wm;éﬂ_;.;=- Loy




3, Or Any temperdnce lecturer to
ibe.: - . . .. .

The renders of the ¢ Twelve Months”
Volunteer,” are fomiliar with .the ae-
{ of the «Rainy Day” .in Texas,

a8 there given, in the cowrse. of the

. jouinal of the march of the Tennessee
_%‘av Iry: to the seat of war.

To. those
whol have not read it, it will be sufficient

to_say. that the whole regiment, almost
-withput exception, spent the night in

‘the heayy rain, without tents, fires, or
; and procuring plenty -of liquor,
were universally intoxicated ; and such

.8 whooping, yelling scene of confusion

has. not been witnessed in many a day.

.Thel Colonel, for some time after this

:'Pte

avent, made vigorous endeavors to
enb the sale of liquors to the sol-

.days, however, on. the line of march,

,die?,e but not with. much success j three

there was none to be procured, and the

" men were as sober as the most rigid

advpeate of temﬁerance could wish.
n the fourth day, it was learned
amgng the soldiers, that there was a

© grovery with plenty of the article, not

far from the camping-ground at which
the regiment would stop for the night.
Thi ?\‘fpnn'a[ﬁ@u‘ went along the lines
secretly ; fews communicated from one
to another, and there was much counting

of dlithes, .d&e., of which, by the way,

"the soldiers were getting scarce, nob

being paid in Arkansas, as they ox-

_pected.  Many a guarter of a dollar
. 'was borrowed, and stowed away to lay

out af evening for the creetur. The day

. was exceedingly, hot, and the dust flew

up from the horses’ feet, in such num-
bers and close columns .advaneing, so

. that one could see but a few files in

front or behind him, and never from
the .center of the line to the front .or

_ rear, during the day.

_ The water in the holes of the brooks
along, now dry save in these, was warm,
fillet with frogs and tadpoles, Even

. the most sober of the men, after this

news was circulated, began to speak of

. feeling badly and sick, from the effests
_of the water, heat, and dust. One

"

4

thought he would, obtain some whisky
when he got to camp, and make a warm
stew with some red pepper that evening,

" Another felt docidedly “bilions ; <~

BCHEMES OF SOLDIERS TO OBTAIN LIQUOR.

& dosg his good old mether had admin-
istered. to him, with 'much suooess,, in
removing his complaints - of -sickness,
when he was: a boy. RO

wished to put some dogwood and poplar
bark in his canteen, and £l it with

-whisky, taking moderate doses thereof
for its tonic effect.

It bad often done
him much good at.home, and had heen
recommendsd {0 him by a good ald

 preacher or. class-leader, who used to

be often- at his father’s house.. .
Another . one agreed with' him on
this ;—thought -he . too. would do the
same,. and a long and serious convet-
sation would strike up, on the neecessity
of keeping the health unimpaired; of
the duty one owed to himself, his

friends, his, parents, -&c.,” to do this;
and he expatiated largely on the un-

pleadantness of being left .sick at the
houses behind the regiment ;—of thosa
who thus had been left, and who had
died behind, amid strangers; and of
the fact of these having neglected the
first symptoms of sickness that they
had felt, and that a little simple medi-
cine, like whisky and poplar bark,
might have saved their hves.

Others troubled themselvés with ne
excuses about the matter, but promised
themselves 4 good draw in the afternoon,

 to compensate them for the fatigues of

the march of the day. One wowd buy
a quart, enother two, another but a
pint, while another had but a dime,
and that should go .as far as it would.
So on for an hour or two, till on arriving
within three miles, the Colonel seit the
Major, ‘benring a strict order: to the
grocery keeper to, close his doors, and
on no account to sell a drop of liguor
to any of the soldiers daring the alter-
noon, ot the stay. of the regrpent there.

The grocery keeper, who had antiei-
pated. a ready sale for his liquors, on

receiving this order, and secing no use

for vemonstrapee, with » heavy heart
stepped ont, fasiened and bolted his
windows, locked his door, and the

| Major, with the guard, retwrned to’the

advancing regiment. - =
The eolumns filed by, snd all eyes
‘were eagerly turned to find the expeated ,
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-grocery j-but all comntenances fell when
they saw the-house shut up, and the
keeper sitting in the sunshine, on an old
groods - box whittling,  and Jooking as
melancholy as if the most serious loss

had befallen him. e did not even look

up at. the colonel and field officers as
they clattered along, but then glancing
up at the numerous inquiring eyes thai

met his gaze from the ranks &s ail’

assed, he shook his head negatively.
“ Can’l get any, boys,” says' one.
« That's too bad,” said another; and
exalamations of disappointment were
general throughout the columns which
passed: on; the - companies took their
regular lines on. the encamproent, the
horses were. unsaddled, . the  wagons
rolled in, the' tents were procured and
set up, and the busy ground teemed
with Jife and bustle, :

. It wds yét early in the afternoon, and
while. many went to gather wood. and
to bring water, and already little curling
volumes of smoke began to rise over
thie bushes in all. directions, some’ of
the most disappointed of the boys met
together, and after appointing one of
their numbér who liked the crectur as
well as.any of them,  the Colonel,” pro
fem., they prosecded-up to the grocery,
and begged hard of the grocery kecper
to #ell them 2 liltle, assuring. him that
the Colonel did not care, &c He,
however, steadily refused to open his
door, for. he was fearful'of the conse-
quences. ¥

In the mean time, many more joined
the crowd, among them ‘were several
sergeants, and two or three licutenants,
all thirsty. To all these the former
whispered ‘their pre” fem. eléction  of
* Colonel,” and  informed. them  that
Whitaker, the :poitly man thus elected,
would scon be up there, and that the
whole ;was his scheme how to--get ‘the
liquor ;—that all must eall him # Colo-
pel,” ‘and all,- liewtenants as well as
others,’ must beg him earnestly to let
them have the needful beverags, .- - -
- The: grocery keeper still refusing to
sell without the Colonel’s ‘permission,
all were delighted to hear’the éxcla-
mation, “Here comes *the Colonel’
Bow !”  And sure enowgh. here - was

Whitaker on his horse, without arms,
riding ‘in the rmost : dignified nianher,
which his perscnal appearance:(he
weighing near. 200 pounds) very much
assisted. :-A- bland smile was on-'hig
countenance, as he touched his-cap po-
litely to the crowd, now hetween' one
and two hundred men, and rode ol as
if Ke would pass. - But one of the yaen
calling ¢ Colonel,” he reined: :in'-his
horse, while the man respectfully wehit

{up to him, and ‘many of.the othérs

followed, to join in the: petition ;while
the grocery keeper looked at him with
a kind of awe.
* Qolonel,”* said the first spekesman,
“will you not allow us to get & little
refreshment here, afier the hard, hot
mareh ?” . - R
- *¢ Gentlemen,” said he, with “his
blandest smile, ' as he made a slight
effort. as if- to start his~horse on, 1
have boen obligéd to shut up this
grocery, for you all know how much
insubordination and disgtaceful conduct
has been the result:of rthis liquor in
eamp.” I am very sorry, gentlemen)””
he continued, ‘“but ift I lot you*have
any, I must let the others, and I’ Sﬁﬁll
be obliged to refuse you."” .-
. * But, Colonel;>’ daid one, ““we #re
all orderly. men, and will not abuse it
if you will allow the store keeper to sell
us but a little.” . SRR
+The Colonel *shook his head, while
the ¢rowd on foot pressed round, 'all
addressing him ; and the grocery keeper
on his box waited with eager solicittide
““the Colonel’s  decision. o
One of the lisutenants: remarked: to
¢ the Colonel,” that he thought-he
could be responsible for the good con-
duct of those men'of his company who.
were there, extending his- handround
to-about half the erowd ; while ahother
sald the same, with the same motion
toward -the. other half; thus. meaning
between the two fo' include all, ‘who
were' indisctiminately - collected - from:
every company in the regimont. '
«The (olonel ” wavered, fultered,
and at last, taking the lieutenants!
vouchers' for: this, agreed that they
might be supplied ; and away went the

most-of the crowd fo'the grocdrykeeper
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with the information. He quickly un-
barred his wiridows, and threw . the
doors open. o

. dn the first place, the whole erowd
insisted upon being treated by their
“Colonel,” of whom they thought so
much. He -dismounted with much ap-
parent reluctance, and protested against,
standing the treat, after having given
them permission to obtain the liquor ;
but thuy insisted upon it, with many
protestations of their good opinion of
bim, dc., ‘and finally he requested the

grocery keeper fo'set out a gallon of |

whisky for them ; asked the price,—
- was told. two dollars, and with much

politeness he then informed the keeper’

that he had not the money with him,
but if he would come down.to his
marquee-the following morning ahout
sunrise, that he should be paid ;—that
he had much writing to do that evening,
and could not attend to it before that
time, :

“No matter, * Colonel ;’ no matter,
“ Colonel,’ " said the man, not waiting
for.ihe former to finish his speech ; 1
will come :down after breakfast. A
gallon, did you say ?7

The reply in the affirmative brought
the liquer, and *the Colonel,”* officers,
~and _priyates, all took hold ; others were
buying more, and shortly all got * high
enough ;” and the very ones who had
yaid the most with regard to their so-
briety, in their solicitations to. * the
Colonel,” now were the noistest. That
personage himself beeame quite lively,
and proposed a dance in the yard,
which was soon in full course of ope-
ration, aided by.two fiddles from camp ;
and at the same time another large
group had one of the .men up on a
hogshead, singing in a loud voice that
pathetic ballad, «“The blue-tailed fly ;
while another was giving ‘a political
speech, and his audience cheering him
beartily, In less-than an hour after the
arrival of  the regiment, all up there
were thus merry, and many others
continvally arriving at the scene,
joined in. S
- The whisky was sold. and drunk ra.
pidly,. there being no time to lose; for
theé-rea,l Colonel might find this out at

!

any time, and stop the sport. Nor
were they wrong in this, for Colonel

{ Thomas: did hear of it, and in an angry

mood mounted his horse, and alone rode
out toward the grocery, determined to
inflict the severest punishment upon all
the partakers therein, and upon the
grocery keeper in particular.. He rode

fast; the singer was in the last verse

of his ballad,— :

s The pony he did rear and pitch ;
He throw ole massa in de ditch ;
Dere ole massa lay and die,
All on-account ob de blue-tafled —.—*

By G—d, thers comes the Colonel,”
and down he jumped; his audience
scattered ; the political speaker ram ;
the dance instantaneously: broke up;

and all collected round their so-called .

* Colonel Whitaker.”’ ‘ '

“ What shall we do, * Colonel,” what
shall ‘'we do? Here comes Colonel
Thomas now, riding as though the old
boy was after him.” .

- Whitaker, pretty well gone under th

influence of the liquor, peeped round
the corner of. the house, and seeing the
Colonel, he called out to all to go and
meet Colonel Thomas in a'body, to
hurral loudly for Im, to shake hands
fast with him, to tell him they voted for

him, that they were going to-crown himi .

with laurels when they got to Mexico,
&e., and not to give him 'any chance
to talk ; and forty or mdre started
at once to meet the Colonel, now
near.” - ‘ o ‘
 Hurrah for Colonel Thomas! Hur-
rah for Colonel Thomas'!* shouted the
whole. . ; : ‘
I voted for you, Colonel Thomas,”
cried but one. . o S
“Yes, and so did I, and I would do
it again,’" shouted angther. R
“And L7 «“And 17 < And 1,7
eried: out more. ’ S
This was striking the Colonel 'in a
tender point, but he had mnot given up
any anger yet,— ) : :
- “Yes, boys, ‘but you have been
drinlger—?

- ¢ Hurrah for the Tennessus Cavalry,
and it's Colonel, ”” shouted ancthes .

drowning the Colenel's voice. . -
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“The best regiment and the best
Colonel in the service of Unele Sam,™
said another. - N

¢ But, boys, I forbid any lig- "

s« Three cheers for our Colonel,
boys,” sheuted a stentorlan yoice.

- «We'll cover him with laurels when we
‘get to Mexico;” and at the same time

advancing with a broad smile, and
grasping the Colonel’s hand with a
strong grip, while the rest were making
the air resound with shouts for Colonel
Thomas. .

The Colonel’s anger began to give
way ; he smiled. * Yes, boys, I know
that you' are the ones that can do it ;—
but this drin »

« Hurrah for our Colonel !

* (olonel, take one drink with us, for
we are the boys thdt will stiek to you,
and never run.”

*““ Yes, -boys, but I can’t drink, and

« By Jas—s | Colonel Thomas is not
the man to refuse to drink with his
poldiers, by the Holy Virgin! He loves
his soldiers, and his soldiers love him
too,” shouted a big Irishman; while
with not a chance to refuse, the Colonel
found himself reluctantly getting off bis
horze, and not being able to get out &
sentence, so drowned was his voice by,
the hurrahe for him, and promises
heaped upon him from every part of
the crowd.

“ 8uceess to Colone]l Thomas, and
honor to his regiment,” was the toast ;
and ‘the Colonel went with them fo the
door, and drank a bumper, and then
tho tumult instantly subsided. He Lad

‘drank with them then, and there was

o chanee 10 express his disapprobation.
All proceeded to their sports again,
while he' mounted his horse, and went
back to camp, quite serious.

The grocery keeper had mnot seen
him, being within the noisy house ; mor
did he have the least suspicion that
Whitaker was anything else but the
true Colonel; and indeed he had lost
sight of him in the dense crowd that
increased cvery moment.

Very few such grand frolics oceurred
during the long march, as fook place
that night ; the liguor was all sold out,

5 ;

and nearly every canteen in the regi-
ment was filled. It was late at night
when the noise and frolic ceased, and
the camp was still, |

Before daylight, the advanced guar(]
again took the road. This mornin
this was the company to which Whitaker
belonged, and he had been gone an.
hour, and the remaining companies were
moving, save the train and rear guard,
when the grocery keeper came down
to present his bill. Inguiring for.the
Colonel, and being shown Colonel Tho-
mas just about fo mount his horse, he
presented the bill, « For one gallon best
whisky, $2.7" .

The Colonel looked at it. < I-did
not get any whisky of you, my good
man,” said he. “Yes, I did,”” he
continued ; ““ 1 drank with you, but ne
more.”

“Why, sir,” said the man, “I cannot
recollect among so many strange faces ;
but you ordered me to-shut wp my
shop, sending an officer to me; and
then, you, or the Colonel, or somebody
they called the Colonel, countermanded
the orders, and allowed me to sel} ; and
the same Colonel bought a gallon of
liguor to treat his men, and drank
himself. I don’t recollect the faces ; he
seemed to me to be larger than yon
are ; but you say you drank there,and .
it was by the Colonel’s orders that I
opened my grocery to drink,”” continued
the man, in a tone and manner, though
polite, yet conveying the jmpression,
that while he thought he might be mis-
taken in the man, yet from the Colonel’s
own confession, he rather supposed the
remembrance of the Jaiter to. be aftected
by the quantity of liquor that he had
taken. | ‘

It was evident, too, that such was
the impression with the field officers
who were mounted near, by their nods
and winks to each other.

Colonel Thomas saw how the matier
stood at a glance, and putting his hand
in his pocket, drew out the two dollars,
and handed them to the man, saying
that although he knew that he never
bad ordered the liquor, yet he would
pay it rather than leave an unfavorable

tmpression behind him; and he wode.
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en, in not a very good humor, leaving
the man fully convinced that the Co-
donel had been so ¢ tight”’ as to have
" forgotten the circumstances ; and the

other officers attending not far from
the same opinion, for his confession
that he had drank there, puzsled
them. - .

SCHEMES OF SOLDIERS TO OBTAIN LIQUOR.
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. Tue opposite engraving, taken by
ermission from the * Twelve Months’
Yolunteer,” shows an accurate repre-
sentation of the southern gate of the
walled city of Vera Cruz, called the
. Gate of Mercy. There is another gate
on the western side of the eity, the

" Gate of Mexico,

‘As the Gate of Morey was toward
‘the American camp, the Mexican army,
in its surrender, marched out of this to
‘stack their arms, and all communication
‘between the city and the eamp, -after
the ocoupation of the former by the
- American army, was through this gate,
which was strictly kept by a guard of
-U. 8. Regulars, and while all- officers
iwers permitted to pass in and out freely,
‘no soldier could pass, save by actual pres-
-ence of his commanding officer, or a
-written permit, signed by his captain
-and countersigned by the colonel of his
regiment. : ) -

era Cruz is one of the most'compact
and closely built cities of the American
continent. Nothing.save a bare sand
-plain and adjoining hills of the same is
to be seen without the walls, save a few
‘yuined buildings, a fort of the former
city, while, within the gates, busy life
is crowded together and every available
foot of ground is occupied, not leaving
rottn for any space, even the smallest,
which is not covered with stone and
mortar. Nob even a tree can be seen

within the bounds of the city, and a
garden, of however humble size, is en-
firely out of the question. . Of course, !
_in this dense and contracted hive of!
‘uman beings is the ouly place, near,

1IL :

where any article can be bought or sold.
‘Without the gate is nothing,—within is
everything that can, elsewhere, be pur-
chased. :

The terrific scenes of the bombard-
ment had passed ; the effects, in shatter-
ed houges, loose cannon baells, pieces of
shells thickly scattered, the holes in the
walls, and deep beds in the streets, re-
minded one, at every turn, of the ter-
rific exercise of so many engines of
destruction as here had been brought
to bear. The American flag waved
above the captured forts, and & garrison
held possession of the ecity, while the
fleet of {ransport ships were landing
busily the vast material to be used in
the further proseeution of the war, The

numbers of soldiers from the Americam .

camp were found to be in the way with-
in the crowded city, and some disorders
having occurred, preat striciness was
exvreised in allowing them to come in
and moving from the ecamp, which was
about a hall mile from the Gate of Mer-
cy. " From each company four men only
were allowed permission each day, and
these could not bring out to the remain-
der the articles, especially in the liguor
line, that were so much wanted by them.
Off of duty the seoldiers could wander
only over the sand hills and beach in

every direction ; but within the walls.

they wanted tp go, especially, and this
was the very place to which they were
not aflowed to come, but were strictly
repulsed by the bayonets of the regular
guard, to whom 1o entreaties were of
any avail.

A shot hole, torn out by one of the
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sxty-eight pound shot, through the side
of the large building (Mexican military
barracks), a corner of which is seen in
the left of the picture, served the pur-
pose af an outlet as well as place of
admission o numbers who had not the
necessary ‘‘documents” to pass the gate.
Any one could obtain access, for two or
three days after the surrender, through
this hole, upon standing *“a treat” to
the regulars who oceupied the barracks
within, or, indeed] to any one or two of
them within; but the officers finding
this out, the passage was stopped on the
morning of the fourth day, before any
of those who-had made use of the same
had arrived,

The reader will sec in the engraving,
in the fore-ground, the rail-road, whieh,

some {ime before the war, had been’

comienced by English capitalists to
run to the eity of Mexico; but the work
bad been stopped. At a litile distance
to the left of the picture, and not far
from the closed hole in the barracks,
stood the two large buildings intended
for the depot of the rond. %?hese were
extensive and lofiy, had slated roofs,
opon lattiee-work sides, .and with seats
within, affording 2 fine retreat from the
rays of the tropical sun, that every
morning, before the -sea breeze rose,
poured down with intense heat apon
the sand hills and plain sbout Vera
Cruz. As one afier another of the cav-
alry soldiers arrived at the aforesaid
hole, and to their disappointment found
it stopped, they turned off to these
buildings, and the number there all the
time inereasing, they discusséd many
schemes to attain the desired end of all.
Now and then came one with a permit,
i which he showed somelimes to these
# - disappointed gentlemen, and with the
signifieant gestunre of his thumb on his
nose, with a twist of his finger, as much
as to say *‘ean’t come it,” he would go
on, show his paper to the guard, and
pass in; or, occasionally, an officer
would * pass in” a number of men.
All these proceedings were eagerly
noticed by the thirsty disappointed sol-
diers, As the sun became hotter, their
wigh for the ardent -correspondingly in-
areased. Many suggestions, of climbing
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the wall, &c., were proposed, but were
not adopted, only on account of thereé
being inside & guard with sharp bay-
onets to encounter, and the result wonld
have been to the climbars to have been
immediately ordered off to the guard
house or prison, to remain there for an .
indefinite time, without much regard
paid to their being supplied with food,
&o. This scheme, with many others,
was abandoned. ' :

The meeting, though unceremoniously
called together, had assumed a businesy’
like appearance, in which every man
showed a deep interest in every gropo-
sition made 1o produce the desired end,
In this they certainly far exeelled, in
praiseworthy attention, the conduct of
some of our colléetive legislative or
other bodies, in which many of the-
members seem to be thinking of any-
thing else save the important subject
under consideration. In this meeting
perfect order and decorum “prevailed.
The grand objeet was to gét inside the
walls, to obtain the liquor, and every.
suggesiion to this end was diseussed
with ‘an exhibition of patience and atten<
tion which would set a most favorable
example to the other bodies referred to.

Finally, our old privaté, *the Col
onel,” got up and addressed the meet-
ing, somewhat to this effoct *—

“Fellow soldiers; here are indeed
times to try men’s souls. For days and
weeks have we toiled and fought to place
our proud flag wpon the turrets of these
ancient forts ; by night and by day have
we been exposed to the shot of the ens
emy’s cannon, and the bursting bombs,
pieces of which now so thickly are scat.
tared around us. We have been sues
cessful, and our flag now flies over city
and eastle before us, But what good has
it done us ? was it not one grand motive
to our exertions that in the city, when
eaptured, we could ‘find abundance of
good old brandy, to clear the sand from'
our throats and the yellow fever from
our systems ¥ Not, fellow soldicrs, that
we wished to take even the brendy from
these yellow-skinned Mexicans without
paying them for it ; we intended io pay
them, but we intended to have it, any
way. hind us is the battery of heavy’
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guns at which we labored so faithfully,
and from which we looked so earnestly,
in the heat of the fire, and witnessed
the erashing shot, tearing yonder before
us through the massive buildings of this
old city, so stubbornly held out against
us. And you are aware, fellow soldiers,
that we only wished then that every
barrel and every hogshead of liquor,
therein, might escape unharmed. I re-
gret to say, fellow soldiers, that in the
general destruction, however, that many
of these were smashed, broken in, and
their contents, of which we stood so
much in need, run out into the gutters.
But, still, there is enough left; yes,
enough for all, within those massive
walls, Fellow soldiers, I never wished
- before this day for an office in the Amer-
ican army. It has been glory enough
for me to bear my part us a private, but a
proud American soldier, T glory in it yet.
The city of Vera Cruz has fallen—
and before whom ? The American ar-
my—officers and private soldiers. The
JMicers did the planning, but the soldiers
did. the work; and did it well, too.
Ought the officers, then, to drink up al
the lignor found within? If I was an
officer, now, I would not drink a dro
until all my gallant soldiers took hold
with me. Ah, fellow soldiers, I wish I
was your commander now., Once, I
remember well, in the hard march in
Texas, I assumed command as Colonel,

and I got you a full supply of the need-

ful immediately.” <«Yes, you did,” said
one, “‘and youean de it again,” ““That
is the point, fellow soldiers, and fellow
sufferers, that I'm coming at.. I will he
your Colonel, and get you through yon-
der gate, buf no further ; once through,
and I am cne of you again ; once in,
and we must direct our course aocording
to prudence, and I will fix a plag for our
actions. I propose to be your Colonel,
and to be strictly obeyed by every one.
Now, if I am detected at it, they will
keep me in the gmard house a month,
with no liguor, which will surely kill me.
It will be necessary for me to refuse
spme one of you—to him I will bring a
full eanteen of liguor myself.”
; The proposition was carried by a
unanimous vote. .

Whitaker went to the.camp, arrayed
himself in his suit of citizen's clothing,.
and, with his cane in his hand, walked up
to the gate, where the.others had already:
assembled before the guard, telling the

latler that they were wailing for their

Colonel, whe had sent them on in ad-
vance. Shortly eame “ the Colonel,” in
all the dignity of office, but with an ap-
pearance of deep thought. Coming up

mto the erowd before the guard, he was.

addressed by all most respectfully as

** Colonel.”  He looked round among:

them impatiently—said: there were more
of them (being about seventy or eighty)
than he had thought—glanced at all,
and spoke to one with authority. “Here,
sir, 1 did not send you here ; I yefused
you permission to go in to-day; you

were intoxicated a day or two since ; go-

back to camp immediately.” The man
started off with an appearance of great
reluctance, but without a word.

After this exercise of authority had

thus established his command in despita
of his dress, in the minds of the guard,
he advanced toward them with an air
@ la militaire, he touched his cap and
they presented arms- instantaneously !
* Pass these boys in,” said he; and he
moved on as they filed in by him, strict-

ly serutinising every countenance, as if

to see that no one.entered bui those to
whom hLe had given permission; this
done, with a bow to the guard, he
brought up the rear. ‘ .
Once out of the sight of the guard,
he spoke to the men, telling them, that
now they would inevitably meel sorne

‘of the true officers, and for this case

they must rapidly form in twos, and as
rapidly march to the Plaza, under color
a8 though news had been received in
camp that Colonel Thomas, Lieutenant
Colonel Allison, and Major Waterhouse
had entered a house of ‘suspicious char-'
acter, in the city, and that the doors
thereof had been foreibly clésed wpon.
them, and hearing this, this body of

men had instantaneously marched into’

the city, determined to release .them
with their lives, &e. This plan was.
adopted as. soon as’ menticined‘, and at-
double quick time the whole company,”

}in twos, marched for 'thg‘a Plaza, . with:

] gfppsing them a largel patrol on parti-
en
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“t.he COIdnel," then as one of them
ain, at their head, All in the streets,

ar husiness, officers, privates, regu-
lars, volunteers, Americans and Mexi-
cans, cleared the way, and gazed upon
them in their rapid course.

Arriving there, they were in sight of
Colonel Thomas, who was in conversa-
tion with some officers in front of the
National Palace. He, seeing so many
of his men, thinking something was
wrong in the camp, hurried toward
them. At this same moment came the
Lientenant Colonel and the Major, who
were in sight upon the ppposite side. of
the Plaza. At the sight of them the
column halted, and many exclamations
at once greeted them.

. *Why, here’s Colonel Thomas, now.”
«Here’s Colonel Allison, too!””
«And Major Waierhouse, oo !

“ Why, we are so glad to see you.”

“Why, Colonel, how did you get
out?

“Why, wé are so happy to find you
safel’”’ ¥ :

"« How did you all get cut?” o
 What do you mean, boys,” said all

in a breath. o .

* <« Why, there cameé news to camp that
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all three in, and we come in a8 fast a8
we could to relieve you, if it cost us our
lives ! . .
The Lieutenant Colonel, concealing & -
la.ugh, turned away. The Colonel and‘
Major turned it off with .
“ Nonsense, boys.”* .
«Well, Colonel, that’s the report,™
said a dozen at once. . .
«Well, it's no such thing,, hoys ; don’t
mention such a thing. Come up here,
all of you, and take something to drink.
We'll settle the Bill.” ’ :
And a heavy score it was fo settle;
while all drank, eontinual exclamations
of gratification were heard inthe erowd
at finding the whole a false report. ‘
< But, Colonel, if it had been so, we
would have stood up to you, to aman.”
« By Jas—s, we would,” said one of
the Irish boys. o
¢ Pooh, nonsense, boys, nonsense;
but say no more about it. Walk about
the town, now, and all go oul {0 camp -
by sunset.”” . L
" #Yes,.sir! yes, gir! yes, sir! and many
a quars of liquor was destroyed that day, -
and one by one they got out that night,
each ‘with a full load in their heads ; nc:\
obstruction ever being offered by thé-
guard, at the Gate of Mercy, to any

ﬁou had =il stepped into one of those

ad houses, and they had locked you

returning to camp.

~OUR PRIVATE “THE COLONEL” IN THE

MILITARY

Ar Matamoras there were many of
the soldiers sick ; the change of water,
the change of climate, and exposure of
a’camp life, produced much illness in
the different regiments, i
. From the Tennessee cavalry, on its
arrival from across the desert, many-of
ihe men were placed in the hospital im-
mediately, - ‘Among the rest who made
application to get there,” was our pri-

HOSPITAL. ,
vai‘e, ¢« the Colonel,” whose_ “ inards ™
were seriously threatened with dama%:
from the various deseriptions of alcokolie
drinks that had there found a place of
deposit, greatly to the gratification of
s the Colonel,” but much to the detri-
ment of his corporeal system. .

“Whe Colonel’s” aPplicaf:wu did not
produce the desired effect ; in fact, en-
tirely failing to procure him a place on
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¢he sick list: but as he knew that he
was ill, and that a few days’attention,
in Tiospital would entirely relieve him ;
he went to work on his own responsi-
bility, and soon sncceeded in obtaining
& situation in the hospital as an atten-
dant, While here, by his assiduity and
sttention to the siok, general politeness
and gentlemanly deportment, he gained
the respect and confidence not only of
" the surgeon in charge of the hospital,
but of the Surgeon-general of this di-
vision of the Army, Dr, Wright; a man
gustere and pereny itory in his commands
and requisitions ot! those under him, but
a2 fine a specimen of the percht. gentle-
inan in office as could be found in the
srmy. Not only did these officers be-
ecome attached to ‘“the. Colonel,”” but
“the sergeants and soldiers on duty at
the hospital were equally go.
‘ If a sick soldier there wished any
Yittle article of comfort that could be
possibly procured, in town or in the
camps, to * Colonel Whituker > he made
his requests, and they were prompily
attended to. He wrote all letters to the
friends of the sick, and in fact, was
#n universal favorite. *¢ The Colonel ”
topped all supplies of liquor from
finding any enirance into lis system
for the time being, and took médicine
from the assistant surgeon, which, while
it cured him, at the same time, to his
great comfort, was quite stimulating.
When <the Colonel’s” health was
gestored, in speaking to the assistant
surgedn he praised the . medicine for
Ahis, and asked if then a little French
brandy would hurt him. Upon being
answeted inthe negative, he remarked,
that as diseases of that kind were likely
to take the physician as well as the
patient, that a little might be advan-
tageous to the surgeon himself;—that
i he sleased, he (““the Colonel” ) would
. consider himself highly honored if he
would take a social glass with him,
" T this the surgeon nssented readily,
snd the couple went to a bar-room,—
dtank ‘the Hquor pretty heavily,—re-
tired to receive the forenoon visit of the
Surgeon-general, and after that, was
aver, went again to the bar, and con-
®uned their epplications ‘there to ‘the

decanter with so much vigor, that when,

four o’clock was approaching, the. time
at which Dr. Wright was again expected,
neither of the two could navigate very
correctly.  The surgeon rather was the
worse off of the two, and walked up
toward the hospital, taking & wide irac
on the sidewalk as he passed. The
Mexicans, accustomed to give way to
an American officer, were in this in-
stance forced to give the whole walk
to the twa. ) .

No ways anxious to meet Dr. Wright
in his present situation, *the Colonel ™
framed an excuse to go toward ihe'
market house, while the surgeon rolled
along to the hospital, where he soon
encountered the Surgeon-general, who,.
ag has been said, was very strict in hia
regulations. The first question by the
latter brought an answer which drew
his attention tohis assistant. The second
brought such’a confirmation of his sus-
picion, that he instantly acensed him of
being drunk. This the other flatly de-
nied ; and losing all regard for the rank
and suthority o% his questioner, he as-
sailed the latter in strong and abusive
language, o

Dr, %Vright was quite lenient toward
him in his sitnation, which, by the way,
was not to be expected from him ; but
finding that Whitaker the attendant had
been out with his surgeon, and was pro-
bably in the same situation, he inquired
for hir, but he was net to be found.
Determined to have him, the Doctor

then getting ¢ his Irish* raised consi- -

derably, called upon the sergeant of the

hospital guard, and sharply ordered him

to take a file of men, and go out into
the town, and find and bring Whitaker
there before him immediately.

The sergeant quickly took five of his
regulars, who with shouldered arms,
steady as automatons, following one ano-
ther in every motion, rapidly eommenced

the search for the delinguent Whitaker,”

upon whom Dr. Wright shrewdly threw
all the blame of the drunkenvess of the
assistant surgeon. .

The Doctor walked back and forth in
angryimpstience, while the assistant sup.
geon, thoroughly under the potent influr

‘ence of the liquor, went soundly to.slespx
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~ In the mean while, the sergeant and ] off, thie bayonets above bobbing sbous

"his file of men, turning one or two
-cornets and passing a square, came in
gight of Wheeler's grocery at the mar-
ket house ; and seeing his friend Whit-
‘aker in there, in company with many
volunteers, the kind-hearfed Irishman
did not wish to arrest-him so publicly ;
‘but halting his squad at the door, he
came in carelessly by himself, and ap-
proaching Whitaker, said in a whisper,
“By Jas—s! we have come for you.
Dr. Wright is as mad as the divil;—
will play h—II with you!” :

“ Bergeant,”’ whispered Whitaker,
* you have come for me, but you have
not found me yet: bring your boys in,
and all-of you take a good Lork at my
expense, you have not had any to-day ;

" then march down to the Plaza and back

again, and then let us take another, and
I will go with you.”

* Good, by Jas—s!" said the ser-
geant, who, bringing in his guard, every
one of whom “smeli the rat"” but kept
siill, they took a bowncing horn; and
then, with the commands—Adttention—
squad ! Shouldor—arms ! Right—face !

Forward—march ! Lefl—countermaret: /.

—oul they went in eager search again,
In 2 short time, after a rapid march to
the Plaza, they returned, came in, or-
dered arms, and at-a wink from Whit-
dker, the brandy .was again set betore

| them, and they filled their glasses boun-

[Gfully ; for a good dram to a regular is
‘indeed a treat, .

« The Colonel’’ in another moment
insisted upon treating the whole orowd
in the grocery, and would not hear of a

refusal from any ; and the soldiers of |
- the guard being included, and the ex-

ample set by the sergeant, all tock hold
of the liquor again. - '
- While the sergeant was tossing this
Iast glass off with peculiar. gusto, * the
Colonel ”” whispered fo him, “ Go back
Row ; you have found me.”

* No,” returned he, “by Jasws!

- We hav'nt seen you at all.” <o

- This time, at the word alfention ! one

. bumped up against another ; at shoulder

“grms /. the muskets of the two stroek
with a lond clatter above their heads )
and balf out of step they moved rapidly

like those at a militia muster; for’ a
drunken guard was moving by, in the
notice .and to the surprise of every
one. ’

Dr. Wright had waited impatiently
for the arrival of the delinquent Whit-
aker in custody, and was then about to
mount his horse. Seeing the guard
coming thus, he called to their ser-
geant, ** Where is Whitaker ?”

“ Halt!” shouted the sergeant, and '
at this the foremost man ran against
him. « Halt! D—n your souls, haltf
Order aring /~~Weo could not find any
thing of him, sir!”" and turning agsin
to his men, ¢ Present arms /™

“You are all drunk,” said the doc-
tor, “every mother's son of you, and
Whitaker has made you so.”.

“ Have not seen him, sir }~~have not
drunk a dhrop, sir,” said the sergeant. - -

. * Off with yau,”" stormed the doctor,
and they cleared themselves. .

Musing awhile, the doctor went him-
sclf, and shorily after, Whitaker, finding
the coast clear, went down'; found the
sergeant of the guard, and both going
outin the evening, finished their spree;
afier which, * the Colonel ™ packing up
his duds, was off for the camp, Tour
miles from the town, by daylight.

No report being necessary, for he
had not been entered on the sick list,
and not being required strietly to drill,
in fact, from his experience being more
often requested by the officers to drilk
the company to which he belonged
himself ; his absence was not noticed,
or his presence particularly remarked,
He took care to keep-out of the way of
Dr. Wright during the stay of the re-
giment at Matamoras, '

Some two months after that, when
General Patterson’s division was on ite
march from Vietoria toward Tampieo,
an accident baving occurred to the Gren-
eral, rendering it necessary for him to
be conveyed, Dr, Wright gave up his

buggy, in which he always rode, to the

General, while he took a herse, and
thus wasg again in view of the army,
Riding slowly along the columns, ad~

aker, unnoticed

vancing, he was passing, Colonel Whit» .
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. “Good day, Dr. Wright,” said the
atter. :

. -The Doctor, not accustomed to such
salutations from the ranks, reined in his
horse, and sternly surveyed the other ;
and a hali smile began to appear about
the corners of his mouth. .

*Js not your name Whitaker 2 he
demanded. .

 Yes, sir,” sald the Colonel ; making
a bow. ‘

“Are you not the d——d scamp that
made my assistant surgeon drunk at
‘Matamoras, and when I sent a guard
after you, perfectly sober, sent them all
back in fifiéen minutes, with a lie in

THE PATRIOTIC

- Brrork the Mexican war broke. out,

while the probability of such an event
was discussed by many of our political |
speakers, the patriotism of somé of these
seemed to boil over, perfectly uncontrol- }
lable. As seme of the soldiers after-!
wards, in Mexico, remarked, that if any
Mexicans had actually heen -present a.tE
any of these ardent speeches, they he- !
lieved that the speakers would really|
have leaped from the stands upon them, |
and given them sound thrashings st any ,
rate. These speakers were about to'
make the probable war with Mexico a
perfect frolic. One valiant: Congress-
man, from Indiana, was ready to whi

the whole Mexican army with a half-
dozen old women ; and another, equally

* valiant, at that time the Governor of

one of the Southern states, was going to
raise a battalion of old women, declaring
that Mexico could be conquered by them
and a thimble would hold all the blood
that should be spilled. “ He could hear
it in the breeze,”

But when the martial notes of actual
warfare rung through the Jand, and vol-
unteers. called for; when i was found
that men, not women, - were wanted,

CONGRESSMAN.

their mouths, and as. drunk as they
could, stand ? 7’ o
- ¢« No, sir; not me ; I have nevér fud-
dled a man, sir, since I. have been out
here; I reckon they did it themselves,sir.”
< Yes, sir | you are the man, and if
I had got you that day I would have
played the d—-1 with you; but,” con-
tinued he, ‘I was fearful of coming
after you myself, as I determined to.do

at first, with the guard, lest you should

make me drunk also. Yes, sir, you are
the one, and the d—m—-—d—st chap:1
ever laid eyes upon.” And, with a bow
to . the Colonel,” the Burgeon General
passed on.

CONGRESSMAN.

then these valiant statesmen answered
not to their names in the general roll,

War in disiant prospeet, and war in
reality, with all its privations, hardships,

exposures and dhngers, was found by -

them to be, upon comparison, two sepa-
rate and distinet propositions.

.-But the predictions and speeches of
these leaders of parties and known pol-
iticsl men, whose opimions had been so
long received by the people as safe
standards for their own belief, were not

forgotten by the soldiers when after-

wards in the field ; and many persons
who thus figured before the war, would
be surprised to know how many times
their names were jocularly called in the
rolls of the troops in whose ranks they
had severally promised to go. Where-
ever these names were thus called, many
wags -were found, who always had

euses to make for them ; many of which
were not, however, very complimentary
either to. their bravery, judgment, or
patriotism. The troops from every state
kad some such name to Jook back upon.

i

men.

the most amusing answers snd ex-

One, only, is introduced here as a speci-.

-THE PATRIOTIC CONGRESSMAN. 27

» The foll names in this are inserted,
for the speeches of a public man are
public property, given to be received at
that time; and if, afterwards, they will not
bear scratiny, it is only the loss L their
authors, . '

“The- Hon. Barkley Martin, afterwards
Member of Congress from Tennessee,
in the presidential campaign of *44 was
s wheel horse in the cause of Democ-
racy, Annexation of Texas, d&e.; a real
thunderbolt, in course of preparation, fo
be hurled upon the devoted heads -of
the Mexiean nation, should they presume

to'resist the annexation of Texas by the

force of the sword and gunpowder.
Previous to the presidential election,
at that time, in & speech, at Ashiand,
near Columbia, Tennessee, at a large
political meeting, Mr. Martin was in a

‘perfect rage in speaking of this subject,

and, for greater conspicuity, jumping up
on the board before the stand, he spoke
somewhat as follows ;
- It is/said by the opposite party, that
if Texas is annexed to the United States
that war with Mexico is inevitable, .1
say, my fellow countrymen, lef # come,
rEr 1T coMe., If it does come, yot\lr
humble speaker, who addresses you this
day, Barkiey Martin, will march out at
the head of six hundred Tennesseeans,
with the chapeau of the immortal Jack-
‘son on his head, and his epaulettes on
his shoulders, and he will proceed to the
center of the Mexican Republie, and
shale it fo itz very foundations.” And,
moreover, -pointing to the stars and
stripes upon the flag flying above the
assemblage, ‘while he was still drawn
up on his commanding position, he in-
sinuated very strongly that nothing
would suit him better, than the privilege
of dying under its folds, in its defence.
All this sounded well ; and, coming from
‘Mr. Martin, was received with enthusi-
asm, and the speaker was shortly after-
wards slected to Congress from that
distriet. .
When the war broke out, alas.! for
the stability of human intentions, the
Hon.' Barkley Martin’s patriotistn had
either leaked out or completely used it-
self up in ebullition. ' At any rate, no-
dhing was heard of it, and, while many.

of his audience, at Ashland, had dnter-
ed the lists of volunteers, to stari gt -
the call of the country, Barkley Martin’s
name was not found on the rolls, neither.
was anything known relative to his pro-
curing Gen. Jackson’s chapeau and ep-
aulettes. The -corps of six hundred
Tennesseeans, who were, under him, to

 shake the Mexican Republic to its foun. -

dations, he had made no efforts to raise.
His neighbors and constituents, of both
political parties, were marshalled, some
in the infantry, some in the cavalry,
and many of them saw and did good
service for their country, on the battle
fields of Mexico; and many went, but
returned no more. Under the folds of
that flag, in vindieation of the honor of
their country, they fought and died.
Where then was Barkley? Verycom-
fortable at home. It was not time, yeb;
to do that extensive shaking; or, per-
haps, that uniform, so necessary to pro-
duce the effect, either wpon its intended
wearer, or upon the Mexican world,
needed repair, and, while this was going
on; the Hon. Member, in Congress, when

‘a bill was introduced to increase the
pay of the private soldiers, then.in ser-

vice, concluded that their pay then re-
ceived, 7% per month for infantry, was
enough. It is to be presumed that die
anticipated difficulty in raising his six
hundred at that ; but enough of, this, .

Many months sfter that, on the 20th
Mareh, 1847, two lurge and noble ships,
the Essex and the Desdemona, were
entering the outer harbor of Vera Cruz,
crowded with the two battalions of the
regiment of Tennessce cavalry, hurry-
ing to Yera Cruz from Tampieo. The
two -ships had been beat about by the
revere weather at sea for fourteen days,
and the troops they contained had.thus
been prevented from.landing with -ihe
maim body ; who were then encamped.
on the shore, though |the weather had
stopped the landing of the artillery
necessary for.them to return the terrific
five of the castle and ¢ity that was open- .
ed upon them. . .

As the ships. anchored amid. the

crowded fleet at Sacrificios, the scenes

presented to those on board were of the
grandest and most imposing kind. The
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cannonade from the city and castle upon
the American camp was incessant; the
air over the environs of the latter was
dotted above with the white clouds of
emoke from the bursting bombs; the
sharp, hissing, singing sounds of the
massive, ragged pieces of iron, as they
flew, was heard, as it were, completely
filling up the short intervals that elapsed
between the heavy reports of the burst-
ing shells and of the destroying mortars
that sent them. The continued roar
was deafening. The sand on the hills,
kere and there, among the camp, was
tossed up in clouds by the shot and
shells as they struck, while the volumes
of deep smoke gracefully rolled above
the heavy artillery of the castles in the
distance, occasionally opening, as it
were, to Teveal the bright and waving
folds of the Mexican banner, of red,
green, and yellow, that proudly waved
above ; (see Frontispiece} then closing,
snd rolling in huge volumes, joined
- those rising from the dity, and over the
water, between the two, rose up in a
huge pyramid of brilliant white, in the
rays of the sun above and darkness
beneath, half illumined by the brilliant
fiashes darting therefroma. (
The beach near the fleet of American
ships was covered in every foot by a
dense crowd of Americans,—-soldiers,
sailors; heaps of shot, piles of shell,
artillery, provision tents ; every material
of warfare in the utmost profusion;
while the waves between the vessels
and the shore were goversd with the
passing boats, landing more of ‘the
same,. ) -
It was such an active, stirring scene
of energy colléeted for destraction, as
may, in the lives of those whe witnessed
it, never again be observed. .
All the soldiers on the two ships just
arrived, were struck with astonishment
at the scenes before them. Long,—lon
bad they marched and toiled to take
part in these scenes, and all were a
'[ibtla disappointed that they had been
ept out by the weather, so as not to
't:nd when the others had. They wanted
to have a hand-in everything done in
this magnificent drama thus aecting be-

CONGRESEMAN.

One stood musing at the stern of one
of the ships; he grasped his arms with
impatience as he eagerly gazed at the
busy erewd engaged on the beach ; his
face looked solemn, with an expression
of stern disappointment. THe was from
Columbia, Tennessee, and Las been in-

troduced to the reader as our private

tho Colonel.”” Colonel Thomas, of
the regiment, also enlisted a private in
that company ; seeing at this moment
his old neighbor, former officer, and
present private thus sternly musing, he

approached him, laid his hapd on his

shoulder as he gazed intently at the
troops on shore, and asked him whai
he thus looked so earnestly at.

¢« Qgolonel,” teplied he, it is tog
bad ; here weé are headed at last!
Don’t you sece Barkley Martin there
before us 1’

«« No!” said the Colonel : ¢ Barkley
Martin ! he is not there.”

< Yes,"” replied the soldier, there
he is; I saw him pass behind that pile
of stores, talking with some officers,

and pointing, giving commands to the .

boats about those eannon,””

The Colonel was nonplussed ; - he
Jooked, and looked; turned his head
this way and that; then addressing
the soldier by his former title, said,
< (Yolonel Whitaker,” you are mis-
taken ; Barkley Martin s in congress.”

«Yes, Colonel, he is there; I saw
him giving orders : has not Colone]
Baker been in. congress tco, and is not
ke here? Yes, Colonel, he is there;
you will see him with his officers ste
out there presently.” By .

Colonel Thomas again looked into
the confused crowd. * Martin is not
there,—he can’t be there; there has
been no requisition on Tennessce for
more troops.”

< Colonel Thomas,” replicd the sol-
dier, * Barkley Martin is there before
us. He is a men of his word, He is
there at the head of six hundred Ten
nesseeans, with General Jackson's cha
pean on his head, and the epauleties of
the old hero on his shoulders, and he'is
going to shake the Mexiean republic to
its foundations,. Did he not say so .at

forc them.

Ashland, near Columbia, in "44? Yes,

_ before us.

on and observe the same’ after the sha-
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air; he is there; it is at his foree that
all these shells and shot are fired, and
he will take that city and castle guickly.
Hurry, Colonel ; let us be ashore, and
have something to do: we have marched
through Tenncssee, Arkansss, Texas,
and Mexico,—have endured all sorts of
hardships, have been with old “ Rough
and Ready,’’~have occupied Mata-
moras, Victoria, Tampico,—have lost
many of cur men in eight months” hard
.service ; and now Barkley Martin, with
his sizx hundred Tennesseeans is ahead
of us, and will take this city and castle
Hurry, Colonel; let us be
ashore ; we can never show our faces in
Tennessee again, before Barkley Martin
or any of his six hundred. Hurry, Co-
Jonel ; hurry! let us have a part in the
taking of those ancient fortresses !+
Colonel Thomas was completely de-
ceived by the earnestness of the soldier.
His mind rapidly reviewed for a moment
the scenes spoken of at home. 'The
fo_rm of the speaker at Ashland, and
his appeal to the flag above him ; his
declaration with regard to the uniform
of Jackson, and the present war ; all
rose clearly before his mind, for he
had been at the identical meeting. He
raised his head from his attitude of deep
thought, and addressed the soldier.

manner and assertion completely de-
ceived me; for the moment I thought
that Barkley Martin was there, dressed:
as yon said ; but he is not here; his
promises were not performed, ang he is
still at home, or enjoying his seat in
congress,” ‘

The soldier turned away, as a shell
loudly burst near by, thrown from the
ca_a,stle, and then flew amonyg the ship-
ping ; without notieing it, he eontinued,
“ Barkley Martin is there. He said he
would come, and he will take the eity
and the castle : it is too bad,—too bad !
never again can we show ourselves in
old Tennessee. Colonel Barkley Martin
would not violate his word so “publicly
given. Boys,” said he to the others,
* our chance is over, let us go below ;
and striking his arms heavily down upon
the deck, he descended the hatchway,
followed by a erowd of soldiers anxious
to know if Barkley Martin was really
there. : '

The next morning the troops of the
regiment landed in galant order, were
immediately set to labor in the trenches
constructing the naval battery ;—and
th_en, upon’ the most diligent inquiry in-
stituted among the thousands t{ere
assembled, nosuch name was found as

“ ¢ Colonel Whituker,” your serious

. THE CAMP

To the soldier, sleep is sweet and
sound, for no care lies on his mind ;
indifferent to the fate of the morrow,—.
having no plans to lay, no arrangements
to eatry out, and commonly much fa-
tigued,—he lies down at night in his
little tent, and sweetly sleeps.

Let us glance rapidly over the events
of a day in a large encampment, to pass

dows of night have rested upon it:
commencing st garly dawn, when the

that of the Hon, Barkley Martin.

AT NIGHT.

drums, fifes, and bugles, joining in re-
veille, arouse the soundest sleepers, and
destroy instantancously vast numbers
of the pleasing dreams that have been
fiitling over the minds of the wearied
soldiers,—dreams of Liome, of families,
friends; of peace and harmony, con-
teniment and plenty. : Co

We will glarice, too, at the forming:
lines in every part of a vast flcamp-
ment, the numeroits rolls called by the
sergeauts, and the early drills’ that
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follow, the marching and counter-
marching done by those who all the
time, from their | parade grownd, are
paying more aftention to the carling
volurnes of smoke rising from the camp
in such, numbers, than they are to the
words of command piven, in no very
pleasant “tories of voice, by the captains
and lieutenants, themselves minus, as
yet, their breakfasts ; for the  former
seem to tell the soldier of a tin cup of
hot coffee, a large slice of meat, &e., in
immediate prospective, and in fact, the
vapor rolled oft from above the camp,
comes atong the forming and marching
“ranks, loaded with a strong savor of
these substantials; thus camsing the
hungry men to hold their heads a little
higher than what is required by the
¢ goldiers’ position,” in order to inhale
large draughts of the freighted atmo-
sphere, which to them really scems to
have some solidity in it.

We notice also with what alacrity eve-
ry one hurries to hist tent, gun in hand,
23 soon as the officer in command of his
company pronounces the welcome word
« dismissed,” which, by the way, has
been as eagerly and im&at.iently watched
for, for some time by the men in ranks,
as ever the extension of the hand by
the oldest friend,—the signal for the
close of a quakers’ meeting,—has been
closely watched for by the youtli of the
same, who have been, much agamst
their inclinations, cooped up in perfect
silence for two hours, 1n a congregation
as silent ; and who, in their impaticnee,
liad nearly broken loose two or three
times, on seeing a movement of - the
elder's hand, which, to their disap-

ointment, proved to be, ouly toward
Eis face for meditation, or toward his
pocket for tobaceo; the aforesaid so}-
diers, in their hurry to put away their
guns, each turning an anxiops glance to
their little fire, at which their messmate
is taking off the pot of coffee, laying
the meat, already fried, out in a little
pile on the ground, so as to half cock a
thin solution of flour and water into
¢ grense ocakis.”
 The lastily dispatched and really
énjoyed breakfust, the succeeding drills
and guard, if ‘at encampment, or the

quick striking and rolling up the tents,
d&e., if on the march, and in fact, the
whole routine of the day, we will pass
over quickly, and cateh a view of them
at night again, “when all the roarch,
drill, and duty of the day is over; the
supper, of the same materials, prepared
in the same way as the breakfast, fin-
ished ; and those lucky enough-to escape
standing guard for the night, have
crowded into the tents; each one of
the latter within brilliantly lighted by
a candle tied against the front tent
pole, the light-of which, streaming
through the canvas, appears very com-
fortable inside. :

Then is the time when the most of
fun and frolic takes place, so let us in
imagination go from tent to tent, as
they. are thickly pitched in their long
lines,—peep into them, see the groups
within, hear their conversation, &c,

At o little distance from the camp
are several tents by themselves.; they
are those of the guard. A large bright
fire burns without, with several smaller
ones near it. Around all these are the
groups of soldiers, lying each in his
blanket, his gun in his hand, and his
feet to the fire. o

The officer of the guard is seated on l

an empty bread barrel, near to the fire,
his face covered with his hands; he is
in deep thought; the sergeant stands
near, occasionally looking at his watch

by the fire light. He borrowed this for .

the night, for it is one of the few that
can be musiered in the camp.

The corporal throws more wood on
the fires, which glare up, throwing a
brighter light over the sleepers; from
whom come in chorus a confused noise
of hard breathing in sound sleep.

- The first relief is out-on guard; the
second and the third are thus sleeping.
Not a word is spoken here. Half of these
sleepers are soon to “be -aroused, and
the others shortly after midnight. They
wish now to rest. X

The lieutendnt in command has no-
thing to say; occasionally he whistles
low, as he thus remains on the barrel,
his head still down, his elbows on his
knees ; he js half asleep, half awake;

~—is sensible of every object around

R A

" him, while a the same time memory

-and look out into the darkness, have

.place between the two, but it has

~ Wrapped in his blanket he will be

paring medicine. The surgeon lias just

‘the list.
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and imagination are busy in pre-
senting bright scenes of home,—hope
goints so confidently to the future, that
is thoughts have merged into a bril-
liant dream.
The sergeant and the cotporal, as
they stand with their backs to the fire;

nothing to say. 'They watch the figure
of the first sentinel as he comes up in
the light, with his gun at a support, and
then turning,‘recedes, till lost to their
view, only to appear and reeede at the
same intervals. A low conversation
of half a dozen seniences has taken

ceased. All here 'is dull and listless;
let us pass on, S ‘

This eoliection of wagons, marquees,
and soldiers” tents on our right, some
distance within the lines, is the hospital
department. The horses are feeding at
the wagons ; livchts are in every tent;
from the small tents are heard the
groans of the sick ;—lookinto one ! The
sick soldiers lie on the ground; an at-
tendant is sitting down asleep ; a bucket
of waler, a eup, o crndle, and some
papers of mcdicine, are by bim ; somé
of the sick are muttering in delirium,
—itossed with burning fever.
will die; some will recover. Here, in
the next tent, by himself slone, lies one
already dead ;. his feet are straightened
out, his hands crossed on his breast,
gnd his eyes closed ; but his clothing
has net, nor will it be moved. Neither
shrond nor coffin is ‘there for him.

buried in the morninJg. i
In the tents of the surfeon and as-

sistants is more noise. One ¢f the latter

is down before the medicine chest, pre-.

entered the death, name, and discase of
the dead man, and quite a discussion on

the best mode of treating this disease is |

ﬁoing on, interspersed with many anec-
otes, and not a litle laughter.

The disease is spoken of but the
man is forgotten already; nor could
aay of them an hour hence-tell you his
name or corapany, but by referring to

Some |
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Their conversation on this is stoppecl.'
and all recollection of the medicines
preparing for the others is forgotten, if'
one comes in with political news from
congress; and- all take a part in thel
conversation that ensues, with an eager<
ness that shows the interest they feel in
other subjects than suffering humanity
before them. ‘

That large marquee to the left, with
others in its rear, we cannot approach ;
several candles are burning within, and
the light shines strongly on the sentinels
in front; by this, however, we can see
a table in there, and chairs or camp
stools ; a bottle and glasses glisten in
the center. Keep away ; it is’ the ge-
neral’s marquee, ‘

But here, now, Is row after row of
tents, all in. regular order; each line
headed by the marquee of the com:
pany’s captain, and followed by those
of the leutenants. A busy noise of
mirth, singing, langhter, and mingled
volces rises from the]whole ; every tent
is lit up ; you .can hear several violins,
flutes, and eclaricnettes. Stand still,
and observe, if you can, the different
sounds that thus continually mingle,
striking on your ear at the same in-
stant. ’ ‘ ‘

You can hear the words and sen-
tences spoken in all the tents, but you
can make nothing of them. '

“ Congress has passed a law ——*

 Give us the old north state -

“QOh, say, don’t you see’in the
dawn's early light —" -

¢ Hurrah ! Ig’ve won the pot!™

“ When I was in old Virginia, about
Lynch > :

¢ Here are three aces, and a pair of
kings !**

“J tell you, boys, Susan was pretty,
and she said, then, »» :

“ Your horse, ha! hat"’ ‘

*¢ Got any liquor, boys 7%

“I tell you it’s not my turn; I
got supper last night, an breakfast
this ” : o
¢ Captain, will ‘those that are killed
in this war get any pensions ? '

“The guard has nabbed Tim, boys.”
_Aund a thousand such sentences min-

Queer chaps, these doctors!

gled with songs and roars of laaghtet,
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all come at once. But go into any tent, | tumble on their heads, bagging them
gnd then you notice not the sounds|in their endeavors to get out, like so

vising from the others ; you become in-

many birds in & net. One or two such

terested in the tales telling there, the|instances we will relate as cxamples of

gomes that are playing, or the songs
that are sung. Omne after another of
the soldiers. streiches himself out to
sleep, and the others make room for
him; as the hours pass by, the lights
of the ditferent tents go out, and the
poise of the camp is less; il finally,
the last tale is iold, the last game fin-
ished, the lights are all gone, and the
vast assemblage of menare huried in
sound slumbers.

The lieutenant at the guard fire, the
sergeant and corporal, are then the only
officers awake; and the sentinels on
post the only soldiers. Look into one

#of the tents now ;}~-thickly stowed one
to another in each, are from six to eight
men, their heads all in a line on their
knapsacks, their guns and cartridge
boxes at the back of the tent, their feet
nearly at the entrance,  their water
bucket, coffee pot and mess bag are at
their feet; ’tis all the furniture or im-
plements of house-keeping that they

ave. Fach one is wrapped in his own

.gingle blanket; or sometimes they are
divided into couples, lying on one blan-
ket, and covering themselves with the
other ;. and each couple who thus go in
parinership will do the same for months.

1t the night is eold, the single blanket
must answer ; they have no more. If
it is warm, well and good. The two
outside men in the tent can turn over
during the night ; the others can hardly
do so, but must remain as they. take
‘their position. These two have to pay
for this privilege, however, in rainy and
windy nights ; for, the wet canvas flaps
‘against their faces continually. They
‘must each retain their own situation
ievery night; no. one takes the other's
.place. Thus so thickly stowed, they
sleep soundly ; but anything that alarms
or awakens one, from his motion will as
‘quickly awaken the whole.

Many amusing things sometimes hap-
_pen, by one or all getting startled in
their sleep ; ond when all jump at once,
.80 crowded together, the tent is almost

this, and then leave the whole camp o
their slumbers. .
At Tampico, where' we, in imagina-
tion, are at present in view of the camp
at night, there were, over the plain,
partly cccupied as a camping ground -
by the Tennessee brigade, great num-
bers of holes of the land crab. These
crabs were in body commonly as large
as & hen’s egy, some much larger; their
claws resembled those of the sea erab,
but were longer and more slender; the
bodies were thicker, Like the sea crab,
they, too, moved sideways, but doubled
up under them the large claw on one
side with the smaller one ; they daried
off with an agility and ewiltness perfect-
ly surprising to one at first sight; it
was hard to come up with one. ~ Their
color in shell was blue, their eyes sct on
two shell prominences, which turned on
joints, extending them half an inch from
the head or throwing them back into a
eorresponding groove, made by nature
for their security: they were “odd
fish?* Like those of the craw fish,
their holes were carried down to the
water, which, on this plain, was at the
depth of a foot or two. ’
, I‘}Vhen the camp was pitched, the tents
being in regular rows, were placed over
hundreds of these holes, and egress to
their inmates was, of course, denied b
the blankets on the, bottom of the tents.
Occasionally, in the night, a sleeper
over such a hole, conld feel the inhabit.
ant thereof pecking away at the blank-
et, endeavoring to make an observation.
bt the slightest movement alarmed him,
and down he would go *chuck’” inté
the water, in the bottom of his domicile,
so unceremoniously closed. A long fast
these fellows had; but those whose%w!es
were about the entrances of the tents,
the backs, or on the outside, fared bet.
ter. One large one, in the author’s tent,
whose hole came up just out of reach
of the feet of the men, as they lay
asleep, fared sumptuousty; every night,,
paying his sttentions most earmestly,

‘sure to be torn wp from the pins, and

but guietly, to the large piece of raw,.

g v all were asleep, as before mentioned

L ter of the deserted blankets, was the
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tat pork that was there. If n sleeper
moved, down went his crabship ; but he
soon returned. ! -

One of thess, thus within another
tent, in the same way became pretty

well acquainted with everything about
the room.
In the middle of a dark night, when
y after satisfying his hunger, this oné
came round to the heads of the sleepers,
and there beeame very much taken with
the luxurignt: locks of one young man,
W}EO had, in reality, a beautiful head of
hair, .a,nd who prided himself much
upon it. His crabship was excessively
dfahghted with the rieh curls, and run-
n:mg his long, cold, erocked claws
through them, he lifted and tossed thom
about greatly to his satisfaction, but to
~the alarm of the sleeper, who, half-
awnked, lifted his hand -over his head,
and, to his greater alarm, touched the
eold back of the erab, which jumped
back from the ealutation. ¢ Tarantala”
struck: the mind of the aroused sleeper,
ond “ tarantula ! tarantula I** * he called
out loudly, as he sprung up, and ever
one beeame, with him, terrified and bu
half awakened. They cleared in an in-
stant, leaving but the bare blankets
stretched out within.

Seizing a brand from the smoldering
cap fire, in front of the fent, and hlow-'
mg it (o a flame, one of them poked it
into the tent, and there, in the very cen.

gentleman, in full possession, looking,
tor all the world, as if highly enjoy‘h?g‘
the clamor and rout he had made ;" hut
not relishing the bright light of the
~brand, he turied up his eyes on their
long prominences at it, tucked his
long claw, on one side, under him, and
soud . ¢+ lt,” sidewziys, out, nnder
the flap of the tent, through into the
next one, nnd brought up, with the
sharp joint of the claw full against the

. " Tarantulas had been commom on the rout
]
through Texas., They are of the spider gpicies
neatly as lafgo s one of these crabs, most horribly’
nzly, and venomous in the extreme.  Mnst aerioys
conseqitences follow their bité, which to give'they
will leap toward their object two or three foef.
¥or s mare full description of them, see “ Twelve

bare breast of an elderly soldier, who
therg was soundly sleeping, with his faed
turned toward the outside of the tent,
and, as-the night was warm, wifh his
coat, vest and shirt bosom upbwitoned
and wide open. Under all these, and
in next the skin, the ‘c‘rab'push"ed hig

with a yell of ¢ J—s—s, what's that ! "
Jumped up, and stepping on the other
sleepers, who also sprang, and, in the
same instant, the man with the Brand,
‘tHus seeing the erab dart away, called
out “he's gone out at the side ! kill
him ! Kill him 1" " -

“IGll that tarantula !’ shouted an-
other. ‘

All this was in the same instant, and
strugkithe old man’s ear ; he exclaimed
“help! boys, help!”as he leaped out
of the tent; the others got eaught to-
gether, ‘the tent poles suddenly ‘gave
way, the pins came wp, the tent fell and
bagged them all in under it; each with
the impression that a tarantula was
among them ; and such tearing to get
loose, in the darkness, rent the tent all
to tatters; while the old man, 6n the
outside, was daneing with terror at
having a_dreaded tarsntula cuiting up'
such ““extras™ in his pantaloons, The
crab’s claws had seratched him in &
hundred places, as, finding imself, so
suddenly, in such warm quarters, he
was “digging it" round and round the
old man’s body at a rapid rate ; to the
latter’s excited Imagination, all these’
were 50 many distinet bites of the poi-’
sonous tarantula. He was a hale, hearty,
active man, and had probably many
times undreéssed himself rapidly,. but
the way in which roundabout, vest and’
breeches flew then, put. all provicus per-
formances, in that line, completely in the
shade.” Out went the crab from above
his boot, and casting another squint with |
kis clevated eyes at the dreaded brand

of fire then waving up, away he seud,

before any one conld inflict the sagérly
desired vengeance upon him. ' In' the'
mean time, all the others, near by, had’
been romsed.” After a while, all “lay
down ‘again, but there was one mess’
with ‘& ruined tent. The crab never.

Months® \g:[ﬁmaer,’t page 143,

camé ‘bazk, but’ sought a new legiition

cold but active carcase, as the old man,

B S LR S ——
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Reader, will you have another instance
of these sound sleepers, heing aroused ?
. Near Goliad, in the western part of
Texas, the regiment of eavalry, then ad-
vancing to join Gen. Taylor, had made

a hard march for the day, and were all,

asleep, as before montioned.

During the night, so many frogs were
found throughout the grass, galloping
over the sleeping men, that many amus-
ing alarms took place. ’

In one tent, sfter midnight, when all
was gtill, a frog made his appearance
from under the lower fringe ‘'or flap of
the canvas, The sleepers’ faces were

i directed the same way. If the frog
' had been endowed with reason, to con-
+ sider the beat method by which he could
" alarm them, and such a consideration
_had been put into effect, he could not
. have done the job in-a beiter way than
' that in which it was accomplished by
_his course. In fact, the boys afterward
' declared that he must have studied out
" ' his plan. He jumped on the face of the
first; cold, clammy; then on thé face
" of the next, his fore paws hanging on
+ dne side of that sleeper’s nose, and his
-hind feet scratching sharply away at the
under cheek, as he endeavored to get
. up, while his cold belly was stretched
acrogs the proboscis of the sleeper, ‘who
. instantly sprung, lifiing the frog a foot
or two; but an active jump on his part
brought him full upon the right closed
eye of the next one, with his claws feel-
" ing about the eyelid, but tumbling, or
" rather sliding, down this chap’s face, he
. was at the ear of the next, over whose
" face he ‘was crawling, as that sleeper,
* hitting him with his open band, brushed
- him off on to the chin and throat of the
next. Every one’s face did that rascal
£0 over; it was done in a minute ; the
last one wakened by him found the first
expression in the mouths of the others,
" The effect was! electrical. Bome eried
- out ““rattlesnake” in their alarm, and
all rising at this word came up. with a
bound,. for toItheir minds the snake
" was still in the [tent. ‘

The tent was full, as before, the pins
gave way in anl instant, dewn came the
poles, and every one got out as fast as

. the bagging canvas would relieve him ;

L
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each one breathless with .alaym, eack
thinking himself bit, especially the one

whom the frog had taken on both.

,cheeks, who was sure that the snake’s
jaws had enclosed the most of his vis-
age. In all the tents near, the inmates
were roused by such’ alarm prevailing,
with the cry of “rattlesnake}™ and this
very name of ¢ rattlesnake® caused
hundreds all around to awsake, and be
uneasy lest the erawling snake in the
high grass might wind his way along to
them. For an hour the murmur con-
tinwed through the camp, before all were
again asleep. 8o much for an alarm
by a frog. as well as a crab; now for
one by a larger animal,

One night in Texas, while the same
regiment was on its march, the whole

encampment were, thus soundly asleep. .

The moon was shining brightly down
over the wide exiensive prairie, appa-
rently in the center of which was an
encampment, with its white rows of
tents. The horses, thickly picketed,
were quietly dozing, save .a few, which
had got loose from. their halters, and

were wandering round, endeavoring to.

pick @p: more corn than had that
night fallen to their share. Some men
there were in the regiment, who would
always thus turn their horses loose, to
got through the night all they could in
addition to their own forage ; and these
horses became quite expert in exiracting
the forage, bags of corn, &o., from
under the flaps of the tents, filled inside
with. the sleepers. Reaching their noses
under, and biting at a bag, they would

gently pull it out, and once out, would .

walk into it heartily. .

. Of course, that sleeper, whose bag
was thus taken, had no forage for his
own horse in the morning; and many
bitter curses on the thief were vented

by him. Sometimes these horses were

soundly thrashed, had a hatchet thrown
at them, or some seyere refribution in-
flicted on them ; and such was the

effect of this, that it was surprising to

observe the stealthiness with which
these cunning four-footed rascals would
go on their thieving expeditions around
the camp at night. Not content with

getting' the bag out, they would pull it .
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off a few steps from the canvas, appa-
rently fully under the knowledge that
the grinding of their jaws, masticating
the grain close to the tent, would betray
them, by arqusing thé sleepers ; so wide
awalee for this, they dlways kept an eye
on the mouth of the tent, and i any

" one emerged therdfrom, they were off

with the fleetness jof the wind ; so that
it was hard to see enough'of one of
thera, in the crowd of horses through
which he ran, to be able afterward to
recogtize him. o :
. Oné soldier, by name of W. H. Dew-
berry, {the author begs his pardon,
should this ever. meet his eye,} was
somewhat advanced in years. ' He was
hearty, active, and capable of standing
any fatigne ; though time had robbed
him of every hair from the former line
of his brow to the extreme back of his
head, a little scattering patch was still
above and behind each ear; but over
the most of his caput the smooth glis-
tening skin was tightly drawn, exposing
with -distinctnéss every phrenclogical
development that he possessed, in a
manner that would have been "highly
satlsfactory to Spurgheim, Cobb, or
Fowler. . ‘
" Dewberry was a2 good soldier, but
he did love dearly a little of the ardent
when-it could conveniently -be procured.
One of his'messmates, universally ealled
in the camp by the simple appellation
¢ Isaac ™ or *Ike,” loved that as well
as Dewberry, and the two had the good
fortune to obtain a little of the * cree-
tur” that evening, which had warmed
therm up, and made them feel quite
comfortable and happy ;. anck in this
mood they had: laid down, and were
soon soundly asleep. v
Dewherry had the outside position in
his tent, which was then at the lower
extremity of the ¢ompany’s lime. In
the night came one of those thieving

‘horses, which, on smelling round, foun

Péwberry’s forage bag, which lay at
liis' head. o T
Gently pulling this out, he threw it
4 few steps, and turning his head round
fo it, was into its contents heartily, and
ground the corn between his teeth with
such foise 4s- aroused Dewherry, who
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hated much to get up from his comfort~.
able position, and go out at the freni»
of the tent; so turning over, without a '
word to awaken the others; he popped:
his head out under the flap, a2nd the
moon-shine struck fair upon his bhald:
pate, which, however, was so behind-
the horse, that the latter did not seer
him. . ‘

A ditle switch that lay there, Dew-
berry seized, and struck the horse on
the hind legs, with the expression,
« Af. it, you d—d thief; clear—17":
But he did ot have time to finish his
sentence, for at the blow the horse
threw his head round, and alarmed at
the switch, but more sb at the bald:
pate so queerly glistening in the moon-
light, from the low grass, with a pair
of as queer looking eyes peeping’ out
below it, gave a loud snort, a high’
piteh of his head, and a violent kick'
at the pate, all in the same instant,
and off he went at the top of his speed,
throwing -his head higher, with conti-
nued louder snorts, fully convineed, no -
doubt, that he had seen the d—v—1,

But poor Dewberry fared badly; the’
shoe on the horse’s hoof hit his- bald’
pate fairly, and in went Dewberry; with
a backward motion that certainly counld
not be excelled by dny of those craw-
fishing' ' ecrabs thut have been befose'
mentioned ; “rolling ‘over the sleepers,
with a loud yell and desperate kicks
into the stomachs of the boys, with his
hands on his head, he rolled over and
over, :

#J—s—s Ch-—st! hell and damn-
ation] my brains are outl - Whoo—o
—o—o! TI'm a dead. man! _That
d~———d horse has kndcked my brains
out! ‘Whoo—o—o—o!” ‘

Evefy one was out of the tent, long
beforé these exclamations were fully
out of Dewberry’s lips; "his violent
actions arousing them from their slum-
bers, togéther with such loud yells
alarming them excessively. - Hie com-
rade seized hold of him, as he continued
his rapid kicks snd exclamations, and
putting his hand on‘the bald head, in
despite of the contortions of the sufferer,
he ranthen to the coals of the smoldering
fire; and looking at his hand; surig' girt
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as-he saw 16 covered with blood, (for
every nail's head in the shoe had bro-
ken the skin,) “By G—d, Dewberry,

ybu: are a .dead man, sure; say .your

prayets, and that d—d fast, for your
brains are ont !’ and he ran back into
the t¢nt, while his loud words aroused
raany-tents of sleepers all around, who
came rushing out. .

-4 Lord! have mercy on a poor
sin- ** sereamed Dewberry, still in
contortions, as ‘¢ Ike ™ ran in and seized
him again, while some were hurrying
about, trying to get a light.

« “Ike,” . pressing his hand on his
head, finding it firm, (for the distance
from the horse had been sufficient to
desiroy the force of the blow, so that
it had been only a severe lmock, and
. entering of the nail-heads, ) ¢ By G—d,
Dewberry, your skull is sound,” says

. No, il isn’t ; it"'s broke ; my brains
are out; I'm a dead man! Lord!
have mercy j—show pity! Lord! O
Lord!”. .

: With a few more licks,  Tke” por-
sisted, still hold of the paie, ** Dew-
berry, you are not dead yet.”

0. yes, I am a dead manl O
Jesus ¥ Co

. ¢ But, Dewherry,” said * Ike,” as
he gave his-head a right hard ¢ dig”
to see if it was sound, for he was get-
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ting a little angwy, as an universal.
hubbub was rising all round, and every,
one erowding round the tent, fresh from

their sleep. ., .
“ What’s the matter 7> ¢ What'’s
the matter 7

“1 tell you, Dewberry,” your head -

is sound ; you are not dead !’ .
“You are a G—q' d d fool,” re«
torted the «other ;,“ you do n’t know
when a man is dead. O Lord! have
mercy on a poor sinner l—that d———d
horse!l—Q Tord! show Pity, Lord |

O Lord ! forgive ! for this seemed to ‘
be all in the religidus line that the suf--

ferer could remember then, < That
d——d rascal M‘Pherson turned that
horse out on purpose. O Lord!”
By this time a large portion of the
camp was aroused.. ‘‘Ike” damned
him for a fool; Dewberry cursed him
for a jackass, and prayed-—together.
A light - having . been
crowded in and around the tent; the
bald hut bleody pate was examined by
one of  the, surgeons, who had been

aroused, and- pronounced safe. Tha.
crowd dispersed to -their tents again,

ard the head being covered with sticke
ing plnsiger, Dewberry laid down again,
cursing the horse, and threatening

 M‘Pherson, -his owner, with the d—

d—st thrashing that he ever gof, i
the Lord let them live till morning,

i

TRICKS OF SOLDIERS UPON FACH OTHER.

', Ters man ¢ Jke,” referred to in the
preceding tale, like hundreds of others
aliVays to be found in a camp, was for-
ever making amusement for himself in
leisure hours, by playing pranks and
tricks of all sorts, on his messmates and
gther soldiers.—The hours of camp life
pass often in a monotonous manner,
which to relieve, seemed to he the grand
ohject with him. Isaase M'Candliss, as
his name run on the rolls, was a favorite

| o~

withi'all, notwithstanding but.rver,y‘ few .

in his company escaped from the inflie-.
tion 'of some of his little tricks during,
the campaign ; and on the whole, * Ike®
was in himself an advantage, for he
always kept some fun and sport going
among the weary soldiers, . .

At Tampico, before pay day, Ike ran,
oyt of dimes, .and as he loved liquor
amazingly, it distressed him,.for he was
not able to get a supply; he kept thia

rocured, all-
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‘to himself, however, with the exception
of the knowledge.of his particular friend
“ Zed,”* who loved it as well as Ike,
and who now was in the same predica-
ment ; the two would meet and .sit on
the bank of the. river, at.the edge of
‘camp; and look as melancholy as two
peacocks in moulting time. ‘

- One morning the two were thus sit-
ting thers, each one complaining of the
hard times, and scheming out some way
to raise some liquor, when another -sol-
dier caree up, and taking Ike off a little,
ssked him if he would assist him to sell
some brandy ? that he did not drink any

-himself, but as long #s it was so scarce,

and he could get o dime a drink, he
would like to se¢ll a gallon he had
‘bought, if he could do it seoretly, s0 as
not to be found out, that it might not go

Jome, and be known there that he had

been selling liquor; (for he was well
off there, and of penurious disposition,
and now wanted to sell the. liquor and

- obtain the profits, without the name, and

moreover was somewhat fearful of the
guard-house, for the sale of liguor in
camp was strictly forbidden.)

This was a fortunate circumstance for
ke, and lie entered inte all the views
of the other with eagerness, and agreed
to assist him, saying that he might wllow
him and his friend Zed into other com-
“panies, and they-would intreduce him,

and he could sell all his liquor without

his own company knowing any thing
ghout it. . Thig suiting tha other, he IEfﬂ
1ke, to get hig canteens of liquor, while
lke hastened to Zed, and a plan was
quickly laid, and put in»execution by
the two topers, as the chap who would
not be known as liguor vender made his
appearancg, with his thrée guarts of
brandy ot of the four, swung in fwo
canteens, and a gﬂurd\, from his shoul-
ders. - S -
*“ Now,” says Ike, “we will buy con-

-siderable of you ourselves, “but you

must stick to-us till night, mind.”.
¢ I will that,’” said the other.
* And what we buy we will pay for
at night,” continued lke. | o
< Kxactly,” said the vender, delighted
‘at the success of his scheme. Il make

. the.dinlay off the: boys in a. sly way,”

and he rubbed his hands, and ealeu-
lated, ¢three guarts is six pints, and
thatis twenty-four gills, and tha is forty-
eight -half gills { and between you and
me, he said, this little measure_does not
hold a half gill, it lacks a quarter of i,
50 that it will be fifty-five drinks at least,
and at a dime apiece, will come to five
dollars and a-hali—good ; come, won’t
you gonow?”’ he said in great glee—
“after this is gome I will get some
more.” N .

“ I reckon, General Tke, we had bet-
ter take alittle {0 commence with,” said
Zed, :

By all means,” replied Ike, and
they both took hold, o
T'hey started, and went over to the In-
fantry, got into a company like them-
selves,——canversation went on and liquor
was proposed ; but it was some distance
to go after it. Zed said this friend of
his had it to sell privately,—~good fel-

low—Dbut these were all his friends, hie

must stand treat; some of them ob-
jected, but Zed insisted, and s treat all
round was the consequence ; and seven
drinks were taken and charged.to.Zed,
with a look ‘by the vender at Ike, ‘who
nodded <all right,” and on thoy went,
This was-a good beginning, he thought.
They went down to-the edge of the
rviver, where some of the men were
catching  crabs ; here they each drank, -
then bet that Tlke could -not catch five
crabs in five minutes; the bet was a
drink for themselves, and the three erab
catchers that were on that little pile of
rocks, lke lost, catching but two; he
paid, and five drinks more were charged
to Tkes , CoL

The two now were through with their
troubles for the present; they sung,
caught erabs, and drank again: .~

For two hours after; the lgunor seller
patiently followed theny through several
companies. Ike told stories ; Led made
speeches.; both treated liberdlly, and
the score of drinke was heavy against
both, - for they would allow no one to
buy for himself. N : .

* This is new biisiness for you,” said
an aequaintance from his own company,
to the liquor seller, just ag Zed, prets
high, was calling out-loudly for- his
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"+ triveling grocery,” as he named the
‘seller, to come up, for he wanted to
“treat the erowd. - o :

* Gentlemen,”” says he, *‘ the time has
‘been when my friend and myself had
ta go to the grocery, to get our liquor,
.and then I sung—

From exeseroo o gronesd.”

“ But now, gentlemen, fellow soldiers,
‘'we have got up in the world, and we
‘have a traveling grocery to follow us,
(pointing to B m, come up here, old
‘pleases me better than to treat my
friends.” ‘

4 This is a pretty businessfor you,”
-gaid his comrade to the * grocery,” ¢ fol-
lowing up and earrying liquor for two
isuch topers as Ike and Zed. What
‘would your old mother say, should she
“hear of this?".

“Oh John, don’t say any thing about
it—they owe so much now, I must keep

with them, to get my money.”

. *“Hallo, my traveling grocery, come
up here,” shoutéd Ike.

* He came up, looked very serious—
ieight drinks more, went down to Zed ;
and then the seiler begged them pri-
‘vately not to call him the *t{raveling
grocery ;” and they promised not to do
if, but then they were as happy as lords,
and two more comrades passing by,
they hailed them to come up and take

, - some, and these went down to Ike,

“What do you think B—m is
‘about,” said one of his mess-mates?
**he is carrying the liquor about for

Ike and Zed, and they are as tight as
ever ; and treating every one, and make

*him walk up to them, calling him their
"4 traveling grocery.’ ”’

*Iurrahk for B——m, Jet us go and
-Ber him ;" and away went the half

dozen fo see B——m carrying the li-

‘quor abouf. . .

As they came up, they caught Tke’s
notice, who at that time was telling a
great tale fo some around him, while
B———m, looking very sheepish, was

- standing off behind ; his canteens and
gourd with him. | .

.- Ike as he saw them come smiling,

‘fellow }—gentlemen take hold, nothing
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ing then just right to treat any and
‘every one, he called out loudly for them

.|to come wp and iake something; and

looked round and beckoned to B m,
““ come up here my traveling grocery-~—

with me all the time—I 1l make your
fortune.” o
 How ong since you took this busi-
ness up 7 said one 0 B—wwm. ¢
* You say your grocery, Ike ; he ismy
grocery,” said Zed.
With a wink at Zed, Tke replied aloud,
1 said so0, but he is both of our gro-

ceryFE-J, )

“Yes, by G—d,” says Zed, “he is
a partnership grocery—I own him down
to 54-40, -ang Ike owns the balance,

men, enough for all.”

The feelings of the liguor seller, as
his mess-mates drank, were not very
pleasant; but again Ike and Zed prom-
1sed not to call him such a name, though
they- were now endeavoring to induce
him o leave them, having got as much,
as they wished, and the trio went on,

oing by Lientenant T"s. tent, whom
they knew well liked it. : -

* Come out here, John,” said Ike;
““ won't you have a-dram ?* S

*Yes, boys; but where can you
get it?” ‘

“Well now, if you don’t think that
we have a grocery here, we can win
of you there. Look here,” said he
loudly, as he went up to B m, who

his shoulders, to conceal his canteens,

gourd, ““see here!?”
“By G-—d, boys,” said B m,

| now frightened at the officers knowing

it, «“you will get me in the guard
house.” . S
““No! no!” said both, at the top of
their voices; ‘our traveling grocer
shall not go in the guard house; if it
does, we will go in with-it. Come up,
John.”’ o

The lientenant walked up, took a
dram, and as he was not on duty,
simply.told the boys to be careful, 'and
went back. - ‘

thought they cane for a dram, and be-

Bm declared he could not ‘go

by G—d, my old fellow, you shall go’

which is very small—wsalk up, gentle- .

by that time had drawn a blanket over -

lifting the blanket and shaking the -
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wiiy further, and sald his liquor was
out; but Ike found that the gourd and
one canteen only were oub; thab the
ather was partly full.

Having accomplished their end, they
went on, telling him of the trade that
he was to follow them, and that it was
ne trade on their part if he did not go
with them until night. But he was
completely alarmed, and casting his
eyes toward the lieutenant’s tent, and
seeing him within, still looking at him,
the guard howse emme up before his
mind so strong, and the fact of his
messmates knowing it, that he put back,
minus his liquor; and the two soakers
went on, with as much in their heads
as they could bear. He mever called
for pay, for he knew they would hold
him to his coniract. So much for the
private gentlemaniy way of selling li-
quor by the aid of “Zed” and “ Lke.”
B m was cured of ail desire to sell
more, never attempting it again,

There was another character in the
same company with Ike, who had been
a preacher before starting to the war;
but under the influence of the camp, he
Jost the distinetive character of the
preacher, but did not acquire readily.
that peculiar manner of the professional
soldier. He remained a sort of non-
descript ; occasionally as serious as
thougﬁ he was at a religious meeting,
and then again as mirthful as if at a
dance ; bub these moods always seemed
to come at the wrong time: he was
very serious when all others were gay,
and mirthiul when all were serious;
selecting the oddest times for his joles.

On the last day of February, and
previous to the embareation of the
troops at Tampico for Vera Cruz, the
regiment of cavalry was musiered to
make cut the pay roll. The condition
of the horses, as well as of the men,

. was locked into; as this was a matier

of interest to every man, cach one
tubbed up his horse to pass master, for
should he fail to do this, a deduction
was made from the soldier's pay.

The preacher, for a joke, hid ‘his
horse out, and reporied to the orderly

sergeant that he had sold him. It

wwoubled the sergeant and captain much,
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for the officers of each company wished
to keep up the strength of each as
much as possible; when the time for

"mustering, however, arrived, the preach-

er brought up his horse, and the entry
on the roll was obliged to be altered
correspondingly. ' :

This transaction did not méet the
views of * Ike,” who thought it ill-
timed, and called the preachér a fool;
but determining to pay him a trick in
turn, be helted on his sword, and taking
his carbine, went to the preacher, and

told him that he was sent for him IR'

General Pillow. 'The preacher alarme
inquired for what, and was told for
selling his horse. He said it was a
joke ; but'was.informed that it was no
joke to the brigadier-general, who
knew nothing of that, and who consi-
dered it a serious offense for a cavalry
soldier to sell his horse at a time when
the foree of cavalry was so limited, and
80 much needed. v ‘
The preacher was still more alarmed.
He had never been hefore the general,
nor had he spoken to him; and his
alarm was still further incressed b
¢ Ike,” who asked him whether he had
not been speaking against the general

1o -phich\he hesitatingly replied, that he

had some fortnight before said some-
thing that might be construed against
him, but that he did not mean it; for
no one would be further than he from
saying anything against his superior
ofticer of such rank ;—that he respected
and would obey General Pillow to the
utmost.

¢ Jke”* shook his head. < You had
better tell him so, old fellow, and make
your -peace with him ; for I'm thinking
that you are going-into strict confine-
ment, to be tried for mutiny in the
camp. - Some one has informed upon
you. By G-—d, old fellow, this trifling
with a general in actual war i not such
‘pretty business. Butbe quick; comeon!”

The preacher was pale with appre-
hension. ** Stop,” said he, “let me
shave and dress to go before him.”

«Well, be quick!” and at it thi
preacher went, while ¢ Jke” sat down
with his earbine before his tent, not -
allowing him to come out.
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The poor felléw trembled, eut his lip

}with his razor, and kept talking.

Tke " was | very sorry for him,
very ;—wished |that he had not the

“job of taking him so. publicly a pri-
* goner, and finally told him, that it he

would go down| himself and report to
‘General Pillow, that he would allow
‘him to do so undisturbed ; that it would
:be far more agleeable to his feelings
for him to do so. The preacher ue-

. cepted the offor with muny thanks, and

#ilhe” left. |

‘When shaved and dressed, down, with
many tremblings, went the preacher to
the general’s quarters ; he went in with
much trepidation. FPilow was writing ;
he looked sternly at the new comer,
who advanced with a polite bow.

“ ¥rancis . Smith ¥ is my name,
gir,”” said he. !
i« How do you do, Mr. Smith?** said
the general, rising with much aitability,
and extending his hand, to the former’s
great astonishment, and somewhat to

- his relief.

' He took the hand extended. I am
come o report mysell to you; what do
you want with mé, general 77

. “What do I want of yow, sir? No-
thing, sir, nothing ; why are you here,
sir 77 ’ :

. I was directed by Mr. M¢Candliss
to come to you, sir,” said the preacher;
“he informed me that you were much
displeased with me.”

© U« With you, sir? I never knew you,

sir.  What regiment and eempany do
you belong to, sir?*’ ) :

¢ Company G of the cavalry,” said
the other.
!¢ Baroennt,” called the general to his
orderly, “go to ¢ompany (& of the ea-
valry regiment, and direet the captain
from me to send down here Mr. M*Cand-
liss immediately. oo

i Now there were two brothers of the

'* Ty Preacher Smith, afierward Lieutenant of
Dragoons, in the army at the city of Mexico, the
agthor presents his respects, regrats that he was
ehtiged to use his nama: but ay'he aftexward be-
eame the full soldier, and wistded the sabre with
a8 mych-effect as he had befove the sword of the
Spirit, the wrlter hopes to be pardened for re-
lating this anscdots of what happened to him
during the change that he was then uadergoing.
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same name in the company, the elder
of whom was *Ike,” but-he was out
of the way. Directed by the captain,
the orderly arrested the younger, An-
drew, - and marehed him off to the
general’s quarters; he ‘half frightened,
and anxicus to know why General Pil-
low had had him arrested ; all the
terrors of the military law were before
bis mind, and by the time he reached
there, he was as alarmed as the preacher
had been. ’

« Here is Mr. M¢Candliss,” said the
orderly. .

“ Why did you send that man here ?*
demanded the general, peinting to the
preacher, whose alarm had all returned
upon him, and whe stood in the eorner
of the marguee, .

“ 1 have never sent him, gencral,”
replied the other one, locking wildly at
Smith.

It was ¢ Ike® M‘Candliss, general,”
said Smith, o

General Pillow had well known both

the young M:Candliss’ in Tennessee.,”

“@Fo back,” he said in hizs sternest
tone to the sergeant, ** and bring lsaac
M<Candliss betore me immediately ;7
and in the mean time waving his hand
to Bmith and Andrew, < you may go,”
said he ; and they went quickly.

The sergeant found « lke’’ busy with
amother in taking heavy pulis at a junk

bottle which huad been brought. irom

town, and he was guite lively. He was
arrested and marched off to the ge-
neral’s head quarters. .

“ Isuac,’ suid the general to his for-
mer pluymate when a boy, * why did
you send that man Smith down here 7

« Why, general, he is a simple man,
and las fits sometimes, and he said that
he wanted to see you and speak to his
weneral once; so 1 told him that youn
were like any other man, and if he
should see you, that you would treat
him with great politeness.” .

«“Ah, *lke,’ there is some of your
raischief at the bottom of this! You
may go; but don’t send any more men
here on such tom-fool errands:”’ )

“Tke” with a low bow rutived, and
going up to camp soon atter ‘mes Smith,
who had heard from the general¥d
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.orderly. his excuse, and was perfectly
raving, -+ | .
Forgetting himself and his former
profession, ie called out, “ Yes, d—n
your soui! you told the general that I
had fits, did you ? " as he advanced,
" “Yes, I did,” hiccuped * Ike;*
«but I did not tell him what kind of
fits you had 1” o
“ What kind ? ** shouted the other,
“What kind ?” repeated Ike, as he
brought himself to a halt; *“why, fifs
of the d---d--st foolishness that ever
man was troubled with; and a d. d
sight of them, {oo; and now, if you are
not content with that, I can beat some

" of them out of you? = . ‘
Bmith was furious and about to fight,

but the rising difficulty was quelled by
order of the captain, and each went his
way ; ““Ike* met his brother, and ano-
ther trouble came on; but they were
watched and parted by the captam, and
“Ike’* got inlo his tent and finished his
potations at the bottle, while he relatéd
¢ all the scheme by which in so short a
time, he had alarmed Smith and his
brother Andrew, annoyed the general,
set the orderly to running over the
camp, been arrested himself, and fnally
came off clear from the general, from
Bmith and from his brother. But nei-

- ther of the latter two would speak to

*Jke* for several days afterward.

At Vietoria, when all the northern
army ‘were concentrated there, «Ike™
found abundant scope in the city and
camp for his pranks, and weil did he
improve, it ; hardly a soldier in his
company escaped him.,

On one cold night/ when a violént

northern wind was sweeping down from

the mountains, the leutenant-colonel of
the regiment finding it impossible fo
resist the force of the wind ip jts ex-
osed situation, had it removed into the
musquit thicket on the bank of the
creck for shelter, The position he se-
lected was near to the company to
which lke belonged. : .

After' he had lald down within, Tke

* being up by & live, was accosted by one
" of the corporals, who had been elected

from the ranks a few days before, and
who had been out on duty ; he inquired

I

of him. to kmow which was the tent of
the orderly sergeant, a particular friend
of the corporal. Ike instantly pointed
out to him the marquee of the lientenant-
colonel, and without a word, the corporgl
ran in quickly to get out of the keen
blast. It was dark in there: touching
the colonel sharply with . his. foot, he
called out to him, ‘* Lay over, and give
an gfficer a ehancel' and continued,
“ Where in the d—v—I did you raise
this marquee ? Lay over! if you don’t,
17l give you a kick under the {ifih rib.
Do n’t you know the respeet dne to an
qﬁce!r better . than that? lay over, I
say 77 . . o

The colonel now awakened, knowing

the voice of the corporal, and under-

standing that he referred to his late
election, and seeing his mistake, laid
over without a word, and in bounced
the corporal, saying as he inserted him-
self into the warm place of the colonel,
“Ii’s a great thing to be an officer,
is n’t 6?7 ‘drawing the blankets ovep
«It is that1” said the colonel; and
as he said so, the corporal bounced wup,
for he too knew the voice, and stam-
mering all. sorts of apologies in his
confusion, he sloped quickly out, and
immediately hunted Tke; but he had,
as usual when the conclusion of any of
his schemes was worked out, cleared
himself. . )
The following trick of Ike, however,
came near producing serious. conse-
Quences. o 5
. "After the capture of Vera Cruz, Ike
got plenty of hiquor, (and, by the way,
it is as well to state here, that this. same
toper and regular soaker is now, like
many ofhers that were so there,.a com-
pletely reformed man, who is an ex-
cellent citizen, and who never toucheg

a drop of ardent spirits in any form}, .

and he powred it into his sgsbeni freely,
His brother, who was a lriend of lon
standing, as. well as Ike himself, 'with
the colonel. of ,the regiment at home,
wished to do the colonel some honer
there, after the. surrender. In this all
the messmates_joined. Colonel Thomas
and Adjutant” Porter,. the licutenant-

colonel, major, .and “several of the

s

o
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-eaptains were invited to dinner at the
mess.  The invitation was zeccepted,
. ‘and Andréew and the others turned to
vigorous exertion to have a fine dinner
iprepared. No expense was spared: by
‘the boys, who then had plenty of eash.
A fine arbor was pcut in the thick
chapparel, through which the sun could
.not peneirate; .2 table and Mexican
chairs were bonght. Wines of different
kinds were procured in the ecity, and
some ice was obtained at a high price
from a northern vessel just arrived
with the article so refreshing. Meats
‘and vegetables of all kinds were bought
in the matket the evening before.
. In all these preparations the services
‘of many of the! other men were pro-
cured and paid for; but lke stubbornly
‘refused to have anything to do with the
‘matter. ‘
- #D—m’em!’ gaid he, ¢ curcommon
fare is good enough ; add a little brandy
10 it, and it will be first rate: and let
‘them eat on the ground ; we all have to
do so0.” : ]
This refusal made the others angry,
-and they cursediike for a drunken sot.
© This epithet aroused his anger also:
:Andrew was busy making pies; and
. nice ones they were, attracting universal
attention ; as often as they were baked,
‘one by one, they were placed out con-
spicuously ; for a pie had not been seen
jfor & long time in camp. .
» Seizing a moment when Andrew had
stepped out, ‘and the atfention of the
lothers was withdrawn, ITke fastened up
& papet he had prepared, with the word
¢ RRerAURAT " In large capitals, over

the entrance to the arbor; on the high
bench in front:were two pies; over’

these he hung the vinegar bottle, 2
large black one, whieh looked like the
sign of whisky, These preparations
‘being unperceived by those he intended
to annoy, he harried off to the nearest
‘company of regulars, botween whom
and volunteers it was the easiest matter
imaginable to kick up a row at & mo-
ment’s notice. |

.« Boys,” said|Tke to a half dozen of
them, “that. chap down there in the
‘cavalry has somre of the best pies to
sell that you ever saw, and only a

pieayune each ; none of your half made
things : bpt jam up, first rate I
*“Which chap ?” said they.

“A tall stout fellow,” he replied,

‘¢ with whiskers; you'll see him making
more gies ;°” and in a low tone he added,
““he has got liquor to sell too, only a
picayune a dram, and ice there to go
with it; his-pies he sells only for a
blind. Buy a-'pie; but if any body is
around that he don't want to know it,
he will curse you, if you ask him for
liquor. You curse him too, and he
will give you 'the wink as soon as the
coast is clear. Tell your men about it,
for he is a clever fellow, and we all
want him to.do well ; but besly.”

The group of regulars addressed
went down immedialely to the restau-
rat, where they were 1o get a fine pie
for a picayune, and a glass of ice-cooled
brandy for the same. ‘ ’

Ike saw. them thus start, and knew

the inevitable row that would imme-

diately take place on their application

for the pies and lguor; for the boys of
this mess were all as proud of their
standing, dre., even although they were
in camp, as any of the officers ¢onld
be; indeed, it was their only fault, they
were too much. 50 : but however, to sell
a glass of Hquor or to cook for the
money received, not one in the mess
would any more have done it than he
would at home, where each was pos-
sessed of ample means and standing of
character.

So while the group of regulars. wera

thus passing over the plain between,
Ike hurried to the Colonel, and: waiting
a few moments, informed him that
Andrew was refailing liquor to the
regulars. The Colonel would not hear
of it. Tke declared it was true, and
that a row was going on down there
then betweén his messmates and some
drunken regulars, because Andrew
would not sell them any more liguor,
and he was afraid that some of them
would be killed in the end ; that there-
fore he had thus to make the complaint,

The Colonel was astonished ; but the
row down at the résfaural had already
commenced : so . dispatching thé pro-
vost marshal, who was near by, with a
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file of men, he ordered bim to bring
Andrew under arrest before him,

Ike then quickly sloped; for so soon
had ihe fight commenced, that he had
but little time.

The ' commeneement of the row had
‘been by the three regnlars approaching
the ¢ rREsTAURAT,” as they saw on the

paper above, in a confident swaggering.

way; and the foremost one, a real
six-footer, taking hold of one of the
pies’ and punching his thumb inéo it,
and from thence inte his capacious
mouth, with a smack of his lips;—
# D——d mnice, boys; ain't they?”
said he to the other two, as he stuck
his thumb down again into it, and
brought a large piece up from the
eenter of the ple, accompanied in the
action by one of the others, while the
third was stepping round with his hand
extended, anxious too to * have a finger
in the pie.”  #

“ Hallo, old boss! we will take this
‘Eie.” said the first t6 Andrew, who had
been “with his back to them in the
further extremity of the arbor, with his
‘sle%'es volled up, and busy making up
mote ple crust, while the others were

{out back, busy cooking the pies,

“The hell you will!” shouted the
latter, struck with astonishment at the
sight of this pie, which was already
out of its pan, and in the hands of the
regulars, one of whom threw down a
picayune as he took a mouthful ; and
not only astonishment struck Andrew,
but he became for dn instant pale with
rage. o - .

“Yes, old fellow; we’ll take ‘em

" ‘both,’ said the six-footer, as he grabbed |

bis fist into the second, * and we want

-something to drink too,” said he, as he
struek the botile which Andrew for the.

first time perceived. * What will you
take, boys?” he continued to the
others. ’

#You G—d d——d thieving son of

a b—-ch, be off from here !’ shouted

Andrew, as he seized a fryihg-pan, and

-threw it violently at the heads of the

three, who by dodging quickly averted
the blow, and then rushing up toward
them; caught his rolling-pin from the

table, ‘and striking quickly a heavy |

'

blow on the head of one, sent him
staggering to the ground on the outside
of the arbor.

<“By G—d! if that’s your game,”
velled out the six-footer, as he threw
away his remnant of pie, * here ’s into
you!" as he grabbed Andrew, and
with a most violent jerk threw him on

 the table biackward, and with oné hand

hold of his throat, planted several. se-
vere blows on his breast and face, at
each one of which on the latter thé
blood flew ; while Andrew, getting the
fellow's hand from his throat between
his teeth, bif the flesh between the
thumb and forefinger, on the ball of
the former, completely through, and his
messmates, coming up at the same mo-
ment ffom the fires, one of them was
kmocked down by the othér regular,
who in an instant was keeleéd over and
severely beaten by the other messmate
with a chair; while the table was
broken, the stand kicked over, and scores
of men ran rapidly to the spot, followed
as rapidly by the provost-marshal with
his guard ; he coming at & run, shouting,
as he pushed the outside of the crowd
apart, while the fighting was yet going
on inside, ' ) . ;
¢ Make way for the guard ! make woy
Jor the guard I which sound of ““guard
stopped the whole. The.six footer with
his hand streaming blood over Andrew’s
face and breast, jerked it loose, -and re-
leased the latter, who as he rose, hit
him such a rousing biow. under the ear,
as sent him head and stomach against
the provost, knocking the laiter down
over a prostrate chair. o
“G—d d—m yon,” shouted the pro-
vost as he rose, < I've come for you,
seise him, men !” pointing to Andrew,
“No, no, not that one,’”” he coniinued,
as the guard were nabbing the big reg-
ular, “not that one, let him go—that’s
the fellow;” pointing to Andrew,” * By
G—d,”” he continued shaking his fist,
‘you shall pay for this dearly, you shall,””
he gasped, for all his “ Irish * had been

roused by heing knocked over in the

exercise of his duty. ~
* Take him off to the Colonel, boys;
not a word I—a d—d ‘pretty piece of

business.’”
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¢ A bloody group were they af this in-
stant, their -clothes were torn, and An-
drew’s face was beaten shockingly,
while the bloud from the regular’s head
still streamed over cvery, thing. The
other’s head: was severely cat by the
chair, and the blood. with. dirt, ran in
gtreams from his clofted hair ; while the
third re.gula.r who had been struck: with
the rolling pin, although.bloody, was
not 0 much so; he had not recovered
his senses in time to take any further
part in the performance, but was. now
on the outside of the crowd, jumping
up and throwing his clenched fists
round with a complete storm of cursos,
To him the provast.called as the crowd
opened and the guard came out, leading
Andrew, sullen, stern, and completely
disfigured. ‘

o+ % Damn you, clear out, alt of you, or
I'll.have you too,”  This quieted him
on. the, instant, and joining his other
two companions, they separated from
Ahe. erowd and passed over tha plain
‘again; talking loud, but thinking un-
doubtedly, that their pies had cost mare
than they come to,. But right foriunate
were they to getoff as well as they had,
_avoiding arrest, by the sadden direction,
of the anger of the provost at Andrew.
. All the way, as Yhe guard with their
prisoner procecded towards the Colo-
mnel’s marques, the provest grumbled,
threatened and cursed; brushed his
clothes upon which he had fallen in the
dirt as the six footer pitched into him,
‘with & quick angry motion, and, press-
ing through a.crowd, again cellected

round the marquee, ke pushed on to the |
-entranee, touched his cap, and reported

to.tha,Colonel that he had brought An-
drew. M’Candliss, who had been ma-
Xing the row. - o

.. - *Bring him up here,” said the Col-
.onel, and n Andrew was marched with
his-torn clothing, dirty and bloody,
swollen face, bluck eyes, and. with marks
‘of blood freety sprinkled all:over -him,
from the regular’s hands, as well as
from - his own wounds ; mad as a bull,
and sulky as he could be, .

.. “Loave him,” said .the Colonel to
‘tho provost, who had commenced an ac-
cusation against him in'a rapid manner,

““Leave him,” ll'e}'uf::stted the Clolone}

peremptlorily, and the provest sullenly

left with his guard. .

“Andrew,” said the Colonel, “why

have yom commenced such a business

in the camp, selling ligpor to the regu-

lars 77 o .
«Pis a drrd lie,” growled the other.
“What ?* said the Colonel.

No answer was returned. The Col--

onel was angry for an instant, but ‘re-
eovering his screnily, afier looking for
a moment at the other, said— .

“Andrew, I am hurt to think that
you will forget your duty as a soldier,
so rouch as to act in this way, This
selling liguor you know is forbidden.”

“1 did not have a drop of liquor
there, those d—d regulars caine and
stole my pies,” returned the other,
shortly ; and. then ceased again, appar
rently whelly indifferent as to whiat pun»
ishment might be put nfmn him. .

. % (lall Isaac M’ Candliss here,” gaid
the Colonel in a lqud voice, to the pro-
vost, who was still lingering near the
marguee, growling to himself, and anx-
jous to hear Andrew sentenced to the
guard-house. ,

With.a-sullen look, he started off in
search of Tke, but that personage had
taker himself off into the cily, by the
aid of a permit he had .obtained previ-
ous to the row. The truth flashed on
Andrew’s mind. ] A

¢ Colonel,” said he in a few moments,
to that officer, who had resumed his
writing, awaiting Ike’s arrival; «‘did
Ike say that I was selling ligmnor 27 .-
“He did, and told me that .there
would be.a disturbance guickly, and
you see he was right.  Andrew, Ishall
he sorry to have your old father and
mother, hear of your having engaged in
such a business.”” " " .
.. This was touching the young man in
a tender point. The tension of anger
gave way—nature was exhausted by
bis: efforts, and the thought of home,
patents and sisters, came with power
upon his mind.

« Colongl,” said he, It is a story -

of Tke’s, 1.have no liquor; he would
not help us to get ready for our dinner
to-morrow, and some of the boys cursed

v
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him, and he has done this to pay us.—
He sent those regulars to us, to get the
pi¢s—I know he did ; ho told them that
they could get liquor there, and then
came to you and complained, for he
knew a row would be kicked up. That's
the way of it Colonet : 1 had no liquor,”
and brightening up, speaking more en-
ergetically, +* Colonel Thomas,’” he con-
tinued, “do you think that I would sell
liquor ? you know I would not, here, a
bit sooner than I would at home ; I can
make money other ways beside. selling
liguor.” . T

_ ““I hope so, Andrew,” said the Col-
onel. The provost.now returned with
the informaiion’ that Tke had gone into
the city, and Andrew was discharged,
much to his relief ; but not to the liking

- of the provost, who looked after him,

a8 he went toward his own line of com-
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‘ No.

Twao tales of schemes to oblain liquor,
have heen related ; they were both sue-~
cessful, and by the means employed,
the actors’ escaped any retribution of

unishment. This was often the case,

ut by no means universally so, for
sometimes one of these soldiers, who
bad exercised so much icgenmity, to this,
end, and with so much success, mana-
ging by good fortune to escape.punish-
ment of any kind for weeks, or, months,
would . then suddenly be . detacted, by
the vigilant officers, under such circuin-
stances as admitted no chance of escape,
and. had too his previous performances
i that line come up like so many accu-
sing witnesses to aggravate his case.—
The punishment then .came upon him,
heavily, for in courts martial on private
soldiers, the previous good conduct of

pany tents; mutfering ‘to himself, as
Andrew disappeared behind ihe tenis;
#d—n you, I would like to. give: you 4
tarn myself.” : L

The dinner was completely knocked:
in the head ; no more preparaiions were
made.. Andrew washed -himself, and
appeared ‘ou. parade at the usaal hour,
looking earnestly. round for Ike ; bué
he, though tighs, as he had get in town,
had too much recollection about him, tor
come yet in Andrew’s way ; but under
a plea of sickness, he went to ‘the hos+
pifal tents, and from there to snother
company ;- keeping out of the way, un-
til the anger of his brother had subaided;
when he returned ; was quite sober for
a day or two, but'soon got at his tricks-
again; more accounis’ of -which might

the accused, if proven, goes very far in

he interesting, but we pass on-to anc-
ther subject. . oy

ii A

amelioration of his sentence, and ofien
clears him enfirely. Much more weight:
does this %‘c;ssess in military than in civil
courtss.; We will now relate ove case
of sueh continued suceess in obfaining:
liquor, and avoiding punishment:for &
long peried ; then, the final retribution,
{alling heavily on the unlucky -wight, -
who thus tempted fortune too far. ¢
‘We introduce Mr.. Singleton to the:
reader. Mr. Singleton was' an:Irish-
man, ashis physiognomy showed, con-
firmed by his broad accent. He was
stout and well made, with:a clear blne’
eye, an open countenance,.a full, exs-
pressive forehead, behind- which-rested.
as. good & sef of braing.as were pos-”
sessed by any man. Nor was Mr., Sig!
gleton behind any of his. comradesin:
mental eulture ;.the beneficial resaltd.of -

a sound and finished education, given

LB K DSy

G A AL e T




46 . SCHEMES OF SOLDIERS T0 GET LIQUOR.

|

to him in youth, at Dublin College, of
which be had been a graduate, with
high scholastic bonors. By nature and
by education, had he been fitted to act
in respectable, and indeed important
situations in life. But alcohol had been
his ruin ; the seducing influences of that
enemy, creeping on Imperceptibly, had
fairly destroyed his aspirations, ruined
his standing, and bound him in the low-
est ranks of life. 8till, when sober, his
mind seemed to arouse from its lethar:

gy, and by the brilliancy of its concep-
tions and - expressions, to attract the

respect and attention of those, who an
hour or two before, perhaps, had passed
him as he lay in a state of complete in-
toxicatian, with as little attention as they
would pass a brute.

- But these. energies, while he was in

the camp, were only brought to bear!

immediately, upon laying new plans and
schemes to ohtain liquor, and avoid the
punishment, so connected with ifs use
by military diseipline.

On the return of the twelve months’
volunteers, he had joined the eavalry
company that remained, formed by men
from the Tennessee cavalry, and from
the lllinvis infaniry, still called * the
Tennessee cavalry,” or the ¢ Independ-
ent company of Captain Wheat.”” Sin-
gleton’s Captain, he immediately found
to be very strict. The first Lieuten:
ant, McDonald, 'equally so; but the
second Lieufenant, Smith, before men=
tioned, on the contrary, was mild and
easy. 8o Singleton .attached himself
pariicularly to the latter. ' For several
days, while the different regiments of
“ twelve months’ volunteers ** were leav-
ing, and this independent company not

being completely organized, he was in|

his glory ; particularly under the com-
mand of Lieutenent Smith, he easily
obtained every morning, full liberty of
- absence for the day. 'The city of Vera
Cruz was then crowded with the return-
ing .regiments coming from Jalapa.—
The sickly season had commenced ; the
yellow fever having broken out, all was
hurry and bustle in the quick embarka~
tion of so many soldiers. Singleton on
condition of re-enlisting, found no difs-
oulty in gelting moncy in advance, and

round the city he passed, drinking and
exchanging farewells with every one de-
parting; and at the drinking houses,
giving advice to groups about to embark,
on_ the best method of avoiding sea~

sickness, and in becoming irepared--te :
t

meet the change of elimate that awaited
them, on thelr return to the United
States. His specific for these cases,
was liguor, to be used moderately, as

he was then using it, to keep off yellow

fever. Moderately, indeed !every night
on his return 'to his barracks, he was as
+“tight "’ as liquor could make him; for
he well knew that'iti the bustle and ap-
parent confusion of husiness, there was
temporary relaxation of ‘military "disei-
pline, and he was fully aware that it
would be the same, until the returning
troops should be all embarked. Thig
was his time, therefore, and well did he’
improve it. But like every thing else,
these “ golden days’ fto him, had an
end. The volunteers returning had afl
gone, and this independent, company of
cavalry was regularly mustered into
service again for the remainder of the
war. New armor, sabers, holsters, car-

-bines, and equipments, were issued to

them—the conmipany was formed, the

‘officars wWere in command, the rolls

were called, and all were immediately
under stricter discipline than ever they
had been before. The return march

to Jalapa was commenced, and d_uril;ﬁ,

it the officers hecame acquainted wi
their new men, and the latter with one
another, ‘

The company under Capiain Wheat
having left Vera Cruz, however, minus’

the first leutenant, McDonald, and 4
few men, among whom was Singleton,
who were all detained for many bours,
to escort Colonel Sowers up, whe had

just arrived from Washington, bearing:
dispatches to General Secott. The Col’

onel, & civilian, justushered go suddenly
into the scenes of warfare, acted with'
strange, but confident imprudence ; de-

taining his little escort so long that the

company under the eaptain were so far
advanced that it wis impossible ‘to
overtake them. Notmuch eoncern, how-
ever, did this delay give Singleton, who

improved the oppdrtnnity thus: offered;
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to take in another supply of liquor, and

provide himself with a canteen of the

same, to use on the road.” When finally,
88 Colonel Sowers had completed his
arrangements, and joined his eseort,
and the little froop emerged from the

" heavy gatez of Vera Cruz, to proceed

on their route, as the sun was already
far beyond the meridian, the old regu-
lars who guarded the gate, shock their
heads, as they surveyed the group, in-
timating _that the chances for them to

get through the guerriila bands, were |

slender. They rode on rapidly, over
the extent of the sea beach, along the
water’s edge, til they gained the sand
hills, and passing over these, and the
sueceeding rolling country, after a rapid
march of eighteen miles, they arrived
after dark, at the Rio San Juan, near
to Santa Anna’s hacienda, Manga de
Clavo.

Here they were obliged to halt for
the night. Their situation was perilous
in the extreme; their strength was not
sufficient to resist an attack of the hun-
dreds of cut-throat raseals that surroun-
ded them ; at the very place too, where
already, many Americans had been Lill-
ed. Nothing but stratagem would an-
swer here, and this was made by order
of the lieutenant, in kindling up about
thirty fires, immediately about, tHe
lights of which could be seen from the
hills far and near. 'This display, the
lisutenant caleulated, would not only
prevent a night atéack, but would clear
the road in_front, the following morning.
On this night, Singleton was straight to
all ‘appearance, but he had many glori-
ous pulls at his canfeen, which unable
to hold out at that rate, was found wholly
exhausted, by its owner, when the liitle
detachment roused up to siart. This
grieved him excessively, and while the
minds of the others were upon the ex-
treme dangers foreshadowed in the com-
ing day, he thought only of his empty
eanteen. For so many days bad he
kept his < coppers hot,”’ that on fhis
morning, thus aroused, without break-
fast, and off before daylight, he fclt se-
verely the loss of a little of the ardent.
He and Colonel Sowers were thé only
ougs in the party who seemed to be

wholly’ absent minded, with regard to
the caution now- necessary io he exer-
cised. And while the latter wished
things done with the same speed and ixt
the same manner, as though he had
heen making a rapid journcy on busi-
ness, from Washington to New York;
the former thought thaf if he only had
his canteen filled, all the guerrillas
might go to the d—1 for him, or any in-
terference on his part, against such a
Jjourney on theirs. .

The -lieutenant’s scheme of the fires
had cleared the road for some miles,
and in the morning the party rode ra-
pidly on. . . _ ‘

After a few hours they arrived at the
National Bridge, and now, between this
and Cerro Gordo, Lieutenant M<Donald
was sure of an attack;, and so he told
the colonel; eontinually reminding the
latter of the necessity of caution, as he
gpurred on his horge impatiently, seem-
ing to think all the lieuntenant’s remon-
strances to proceed-from other motives.

In the village at the bridge, Singleton

the canteen filled ; but he was sternly

lordered on. The party now rode up &

long ascent of the -mountainous land ;
on the top of this nscent was a long
level, thickly grown over with musquit
trees; much of the brush of which had.
been cut and done up in bundles, and
lay by the road side for 2 mil(_a or two.
It had thus been cut a short time pre-

fortify the heights of the National
Bridge, but had thus been left, ns
General Santa Anna had ordered the
heights of Cerro Gaordo to be fortified
instead. : :
.This brush baving thus been cuf
down, made the road appear yvider;
and it being straight for sonie distance
ahead, the coloitel in-the most foolish
manner spurred on his Horse, with his
two attendants, ‘not noticing the lieu-
tenant’s caution, who again loudly called
to him, that this level, above all others,.
was the very place in which the enemy
might be lying in ambush, and tolook
out ahead ; but away he went from the
escort, and was lost to view. !

At the mext turn of the rosd- be

endeavored to halt & moment to have -

vious to the batile of Cerro Gorde, to

ol i e R e & v e »
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. galloped - directly irto the. middle of an
ambush of guerrillas, .who had just
been engaged in the agreeable task of
robbing the  diligencia™ or stage. The
colonel and his attendants were .shot
from: their horses by the volley poured
upor them, were stabbed m many
places, stripped and horribly mutilated
in a moment; while the litfle guard
dashing up, delivered their fire at the
unemy, dropped their carbines to their
slings, and spurred into the fight, with

their holster pistols and their sabers.
In the melee,—the dust, the noise,—
the guerriflas losing several of their
number under the hot fire and rapid
cuts of the Americans, retreated, un-
doubtediy thinking the party to be larger
than it really was, and fell back up the-
road, near to their main body. No
others of the party were touched by
the balls or lances; the lieutenant’s
horse only was shot, but the fine animal
of Colonel Suwers had made a circuit
.ab a wild pace through the bushes, and
recogrising his comrades, he dashed up
among thent, and one of the men selzing
his bridle, the. lisntenant mounted him,
and, then perceived the full body of the
ﬁucrrilla. force, which opened a rapid

re. :

. Advance for these few was now im-
possible, and a retreat was ordered;
and. slowly retiring out of the line of
fire, they rapidly retreated toward the
National - Bridge, where, at the stone
hacienda of Santa Anna, the few could
make a strong stand against numbers.
As they came in view of the village,
and neared the hacienda, they checked
their horses, and descended the hill at
a walk, lest they should excite against
them the inhabitents also; for these,
like all Mexicans, were -very brave
against a retreating foe, :
* Entering the yard, dismounting and
securing the horses in the rear of the
house, the lieutenant quickly made his
arrangements of defense, and advanta-
peously posted his few men. Singleton
in the excitement had forgotten his wish
for liguor, and was as atfentive as the
erilous situation demanded.. For two
ours they awaited the attack, but no
encmy was seen advancing.

Singleton ‘was' slationed at.the sngle
of the wall next the village. . After
anxiously ‘'awaiting thiz length of time,,
the lieutenant remarked in the hearing
of the soldier, that he did not believa
that those d——d rascals would comie
either they would think they had gained
a great vigtory in- obtainmng the diss
patches that were on the person of
Colonel Sowers, or else they had txken
the little squad as the advanced guard,
of a heavier force, and had retirved.

. This remark was probably true, either.
in one sense or the other, for the force
of guerrillas did not approach the vil-
lage. But as Singleton heard this, his
anxiety for the ‘moment subsided ; and,
then he immediately thought of the,
empty canteen again; “Jas—s! how,
he wanted a dram !”” .2nd soon after-.
ward, as the lieutenant cntered the

house and looked out from one of the

windows, who should he see baut this
soldier by himself, proceeding at a fast
walk directly into the hostile village.
_Singleton had gone, sure. M‘Donald
was furious. "¢ The d d seamp 7"
he stormed, * he'll be killed! and we
may be atiacked while he is gone!
D—n him! I'll fix him! If I don’t
court martial him . for this —deserting.
his post at such a time!” - -
ow Singleton was fully aware of the
magnritude of the offense he committed,
and the great risk he ran, even if they,
‘had no ﬁg]lt‘ ; but no ways discouraged,,
he went to the first house, which was
oceupied, as he knew, by a Frenchman
who had liquor to scll, but who kept his
house closed for security, though a rap
on the shutters brought him out quickty,.
as he had sold much lguor to the pass-

ing Americans, and ‘in fact had always.

been quite friendly to those -who -went
there to buy; but of this selling no
officer was aware. e

Bingleton had had a sort of 4 spree
ab this. house when ‘in company with
the third and fourth Iinois regiments ;
he had passed down from Jalapa, en-
caraping here, some two months beforg,
this. The Frenchman, as soon as. he
saw him knew him;, let him in at once,
sold him a quart of liquor, and then 4

 dollar’s worth of dried beef in longstripse

1
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Singleton casting his eyes around,
saw about thirty papers of American

_cartridges for holster pistols. 0¥ itoar-

bines, that the Frencliman-ihaiefgﬁgﬁght
from a Mexican boy, being pdrt of the
plunider of a captured wagon,  Alarming
the store Leeper, the soldier easily in-
duced him to deliver over all these, and
filling his pockets and cap with them,
shouldering his large bundle' of beef,
with his canteen concealed, his carbine
ready for use, he emerged from the
store, and *“made tracks’ rapidly for
the hacienda. ‘

MDonald had stormed and cursed
himself almost blue ; but as he saw the
soldier returning with such a load of
dried beef, he instantly thought how
much that might be needed, and was
somewhat pacified.

“ Where have you been, sir ?'*

* After this beef, lieutenant; I saw
a Metican with it up there, and I ran
up 1o buy it before any of them got it,
for I ’m thinking we ’ll have to stay
here' & day or two, and we have not
got enough to eat.”

“Well, you deserted your post, but
I’m glad you got the beef; and so now
go and take your station again.”

Singleton’ hauled out big bunches of
cartridges, to the perfect delight of
M<Donald, for they had none save those
in'their boxes ; changing his mood, he
praised the soldier much, who kept the
faot of his having the liquor still. They
stayed there all night, and were not at-
tacked, but Singleton got « as happy as
a lord,” cursed the whole Mexican
ration, and **eut up shines” enough ;
and. again the lientenant was furious.
Singleton escaped standing guard that
night, he having at last become sleépy,
and he slept soundly-zll the night on

the floor of one of the rooms. Co

The party were relieved next day by
& guard train coming down; ihey re-
turned with this to Vera Cruz, going
up afterward with the command of
Colonel M‘Intosh. ‘
- Upbm joining the com]ﬁany at Jalapa,
M*Donald, as Singleton had calenlated,
never reported him ; that passed off,
and he was yet elear. C

He, while the compsny remained at

4 - .

lJa]:ipa, kept straight.” A fitof sobriéty -
came over him, and for days and weeks,’
even after the company had proceeded:
to Puebla, lie kept as sober and as or-
derly as any officer could wish. His
universal knowledge made him useful
to all around him.

‘He tovk care of himself, and began'
to be much thought of and respected
by the officers, and Licutenant Smith-
congratulated himsgelf upon having told-
the other officers that he was a first
rate fellow, after all,

The dtmy passed on from Puebla to
the city of Mexico; the exciting scenes
there rapidly followed. The battles of
Contreras and Churubuscd were fought,
Captain Wheat's company was then
stationed at San Augustine, 'under’
General Worth. The fighting, and the
exciternent incident thereto, aroused in-
Singleton’s breast again the wish for
liquor, and he < went it strong ;**
enough being found in the suburbs of
the city. » - X ‘

- During the whole time of the. armi-
stice, e knowing that he had a good:
chance, while every moment was ren-
dered 50 exciting by the variable seénes”
as they wavered, apparently balanced,’
between peace.and war, that his drink-
ing would not be noticed. For several’
days the company had not been called
upon, nor would he often have beén fit-
for duty, if it had been. S

~ After the battle of Churubusco, many
of the intrenching, tools of the Ameriean
army had béen left in the captured con-
vent -there, in' charge of oné of the:
““padrés” ot priests who took care of
the old building. When, on the seventh’
of Beptember, the final and ‘insulting
letter* of-Santa Anna was received by
General Beott, and hostilifles were to’
beimmediately resumed ; the first order
given was for Captain Wheat’s company
to go down to Churubusco from Tuea-
baya, and bring up the intrenching tools.
The company which had been thus re-
posing was suddenly called togéther by
the bugles, and ordered to *saddle up.”-
The xo%] was called, and Singleton was'
missing. C "

i

“Where is Singleton?* " asked the,
 captain, . . L

:
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« *Drunk, as usual,” replied the first

- lieutenant ; while the second Leutenasit,
siroking down his long beard, said that
he thought Mr. Singleton had only
stepped off about the camp, and would
be in presently. ‘

The captain was angry. *“Lieute-
nant Smith,’” said he, “ you are forever
excusing this man Singleton, and his
‘drinking is notorious; I won’t stand
it _any longer, by G—d! I'll court
martial him, d—n him! I will not
have any man drunk in my ranks!®
continued he in a perfect fury to the
company ; ““if any man gets drunk, or
i 1 hear of any one bringing liquor
into camp, I will punish him severely.
Corporal M‘Donogh,” he still continued,
*“*take three men and ride around for

- five minutes, and if you see Singlefon,

arrest him and bring him here. I will.

make an example of him ; he has been
allowed to escape punishment too
often ! he can and he shall make a
good soldier !”

. The corporal and his guard went and
returned, not seeing anything of the
fugitive ; and the captain, ordering them
to their places in ranks, appeared angry
with every one.

. ¢ Singleton is in a bad box now,”
said one soldier to his comrade.

“Yes, by G—d! I would not be in
his shoes for a trifle !’ answered the
other.

- Now Bingleton had been all this time
with a jolly companion who had ob-
tained .a bottle of liquor, and he was
taking it with evident satisfaction, when
zuother came Ry, and informed him
that his company was gone to Churu-
busco. Singleton saw he was in a
difficulty, and he .instantly commenced
the best thing he could have done,
which was fo saddle up and go after
them, taking the eaptain’s’anger on the
spot; for Captain Wheat was of a most
impetuous disposition ; his anger was a
perfect storm, and he was most vindie-
tive ; but if the object bore it through
without reply, and ‘any extenuating cir-
cumstance could be brought, he listened.
patiently, and decided accordingly.

. Singleton kad well learned this pecu-
liarity iz the captain’s dieposition, and

by acting in accordance with it, he had

for him to remain in the eamp while

up, he left, but did not overtake them
before their arrival at Churubuseo.
Arriving at the lofty wall which suy-
rounded the convent, the company was
halted. They called out loudly for the
heavy gate to be opened, but no answer
came from within. The echo of their
voices, a3 it returned from the ancient
building, seemed to mock them as they
thus called aloud. . - .
‘They knocked at the gate, but no
voieé was heard, neither did any one
approach from within. = Dismountihg
the last ten men, the captuin ordered
them to push the gate in—they endeav-
ored so to do, but the hesvy bolts. and
strong wood sheeted with iron resisted
their efforts successfully. The whole
company was then dismounted, and ev-
ery tenth man holding the horses of the
others, at the captain’s direction, they
lifted fwo heavy timbers lying near, and
by slow and heavy blows, with these
“ battering rams,”” they started the
bolts, and finally, brok@xe bars, and
open flew the mansion gates, and the
company entered. 'The horses were
also led in to guard against surprise.—
‘When within the extensive yard, which
so lately had been the scene of such
hloody highting, they saw nothing of the
tools, aud calculated that they must be
in the ¢onvent itself; and {o the door
of that, which was lofty, arched,.and

and shouting, endeavored to gain ad-
mittznce for some time, but got no an-
swer from within, Captain Wheat di-
tected the timbers to be brought wp,

and raised slowly by all hands, with a
swing, and exclamations of ¢ now then I’
they struck heavily on the door, with a
loud noise, making it quiver on its mas--
sive hinges. . .

“ Again, boys,” shouted the captain,
and again came the timbets with thun~
dering - force upon the door, and the
noise rolled through the old building. | .

The timbers were so heavy that the

N

escaped punishment seversal times. He
knew, therefore, that it would not do-

the others were off; and so saddling. " directly, near the officers, and in front

" Bmith to him with great mildness, * dis-

heavy, they went, and rapping, kicking.

and the door forced ; these being bronght . §
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»
men had to lay them-down to obtain g
“pgw hold,” and at that moment up
came Singleton, through the gate, “as
large as life,” and drew.up his horse

of the door. : o 4
"« Mr.- Singleton,” said Licutenant

rroust and assist those men.” Singleton
rolled on his horse, and glancing his
eyed from the men at the timbers, to
the door andlofty arch above, when t.h.e
inscription. ¢yt in the stone, caught his
eyes—

«No, sir-ee,” said he, as he earnestly
gazed up ab the werds, I m not such
a damned fool as that—J7 aint.”

"« What's that he says?’’ shouted
the capiain, and without waiting for an
answer, he continued rapidly, address-
ing two of the men, ““take that man
down off his horse, and tie him--—tie his
hands behind him~—I "1l fix you now,
gir.'?

. The men started toward Singleton ;
but he, waving them off with his hand
far an instant; said, « captain, [ will do
any thing that ig reasonable, but that
knocking is not, and I°ll convince you
of it in one minute.” .

. *Well,” said the caplain sharply,
thinking that the soldier had discovered
some easier entrance into the fortress-
like building. ' :

. *Are you trying to get into that
gate 17’ said Singleton. .

. #Yes,” returned the captain.

- «Well, you can’t come it; don’t

ou see that inseription over the door 7
All looked up atit. The letters were
deeply cut, and broad. -

T see it in, Latin,” said the captain,
«but I don ’t know what ii means.”

i Well; it is < Hlmg ms1 powrs oL
and it means, * This-is the gute of Heu-
ven ;” and 1?01 be damned if it isn’t
foolishness for you to be knocking at
that door ; .you never will get in there.
8t. Peter- has no use for you,” (stilk
speaking to the captain,) “nor for any
ene of you,- by G—d, and you know
it,” (with a nod t0 the' crowd.). ©.

. The captpin looked at Bingleton with

did not say a word fora moment-~his
eyes dilated, and then be burst out m &
roar of langhter, and told the twoe men
to * let Singleton alone ;” and that was
the last of it. As for the door, that was
forced in, and the tools found in charge
of the priest, who had secreted them,
and himself too ; end strenuously denied,
theii being there, when he was found,
or having any knowledge of them ; but
they were also found, and carried to:
Tucubaya, and the next day were used..
at the battle of Molino del Rey.

The company were not in the bloody
battle fought under the attack of Gen--
érad Worth, upon Molino del Rey; but
the event of the day hung se doubtful,
for some time, that strong reinforce-
ments were ordered ; and Wheat's com-
pany and the othicr disposable cavalry,
were -directed to “saddle up.” Thia
time, Singleton was ready, sober, and
ns the captain glanced at him, he met
the glance in the true bearing of the
soldier, , He was there, and ready to
go into action—cool as need be. The
reinforcements thus rapidly marched
from Tucubaya, did not arrive in. time,-
however ; the battle being won and the
enemy.in full retreat. The- ecropany.
was then engaged with others, ifl carry=
ing off the wounded to. the hospital, and.
in barying the numerons dead, tbat lag
thickly in front of the ¢ Casa mata,” on:
principal fort of the line that had been.

| attacked. Singleton did not.drink 8

drop from this day, until after the ﬁna.}.
attack, and the close of all, resistance.
No msn was more ready than he was,
to-act, and act quickly, and to the pur-,
‘pose.  Hig whole conduct, during the
exciting hours and days that thus passed,,
«all the time under the immediate eye of ,
‘the: officers, aitracted the.attention and
lthe: continued approbation. of the cmd
‘tain and, the firsé lieutenant, while the
second lientenant made use of it to ye-.
tort. en the captain, for hig short words,
‘to him shout the. soldier, as they wenb
to. Chwrubmseo.: -~ . - [ 0 o

" But as soon as pll.these scenes were
‘over, Singleton took a spree, and a heayy:
‘one too; he spent. all his remaining
-money, cut up swells, and, all kinds of, -

® ?rise—-—the licatenant laughed. loud,

ny
and the men joined in'it. The captain

extras, -and kept ;them  up for ‘near
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twenly-four hours :'played tricks on' the
men, got the eaptain, in spite of himsel,
to laughing, then made him angry, and
then guieted the storm that he had rais-
ed, and again the captain released him ;
and afber‘a.variety of « shines,”” that no
one else ‘dared to do, but which set the
whole company in a roar of laughter,
was about L6 make a diffieulty with Lieu-
tenant MecDonald, who then arrested
him, and he was ordered to e marched
immediately to the guard-house; but
on the application of lieutenant Smith,
and the reference to his previous good
conduct, he was agein released. Upon
awaling the next morning, sober, of
his own accord, hie proceeded to the
capiain and lieutenant, and in the most
polite manner, he asked the pardon of
each one, and hoped that they would
think no less of him for his fault. The
manner in which this was done, the
tone, the action, assisted more in effoct
than the words. The pardon of each
was freely pranted, and the effect was
with each, in despite of all his capers,
that Singleton stood as well with them
as before, and perhaps a little betior.—
Again.the conduct of the soldier was
unéxeeptionable fof many days—he was
neat in his dress, prompt, ready and
trusty for any service. The company
being quartered in the. city, numerous
temptations were in the way of his con-
tinued sobriety ; but ‘his pride helped
him out, and whenever that was rather
giving way, the fact of his empty pocket
gave it additional strength.” He was:
always a favorite with the men in any
mood, whether' in liquor or not; but
now, even with the eaptain and licuten-
ants,' who did not refuse him any leave
of absence that he asked. Tut the
force of habits so long formed, was too
strong for him'; by the solicitation of a
érowd, he joined them again, and im-
" moderately ; got the full liking for 1i-

vor, and once more he was in for a
rolic ; and thus hecarried it gut ;-

He had a strong inclination to play,
the officer, and asked Lieutenans Smith [
for the loan of his old uniform, to make
an impression on a Mexican senorits,
who pretty and agreeable, had captiva [
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and the sweetness of her smile : but

tentions of 8  *“Znefente,” (lieutenant, )

“before provided himself with a new
uniform, gave the other to his friend,
(on this application ), and with it, that

ton flourished in the eyes of the. prefty

other men of his company, who as they
met him in the sireeis, addressed hiny

he wear his new henors ; not an’ officer,
who thus met him, save his own, had
the slightest suspicion, as he made hia
salutation, in true military style, that he

ally a most gallant looking one he ap-

as successful as he had hoped.” No one,
with her, came up in appearance, to her
lover; ‘and with her family, too, the
scamp assuming the most easy and dig-
nified bearing, was fully introduced, und
received. He had the cantion to keep
still now, during the day, and attend
well to his duties, as a soldier; but at
night, he' assumed his uniform, sash and
sword, of which latter, he already had,

fortifying himself with brandy, he sal-
lied out to meet his beautiful senorita.’
Then full of love, and stimulated by
liquor, he was perfectly at home, antd
cared not a d—mn if the war closed not
for years. "He was desperately in want
of funds, however. He had borrowed
a little to auswer his' purpose; but that
now was out. He had promised his
senorita some little trifles, and he had
pat one dollar left.. He was strollin

around in the day time in his soldier's
garb, and seeing some Americans slip
quickly into a door, hé suspected some-
thing, and in he passed alsp, and going
through into a large court yard, sur-
rounded by the hiilding, he saw them

ted the soldier before,. while sober, by

ascending a stairway to the inner piaies,

the bewitching brightness of ! er eyés,”

alas for ihe soldier’s heart, the beauti~
| ful ‘Mexican would reeeive only the at-’
or of & “capitan.” Now, as soon as he. de. were playing. . '
had thus takea a couple of ¢ horns,” '
his imagination and invéntive genius for, |
frolie, and adventure, dame in full play. -

Lieutenant Smith having a day or two- would have prevented the report of a

.¢autious, for every gambling establish-
‘ment had been closed by the peremp-

evening and the succeeding one, Bingle- {tory orders of the American command-

maiden, and much to the mirth of ihe -

thus followed this crowd n, was itaken

as “Caplain Singleton,” and well did- ‘by all as one of them, and the games

.. He put down his dollar on the red,
" on the roulette table, and at the first

was any' thing but the officer, and actu-:

peared to be. With the lady he was

- gleton's men received the roulette table

one of n fallen Mexican colonel, and -

" establishment.

. them off, and in the: dark ‘stone -arch-

-had been. paid, he proposed, amid
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that ran around the whole interior. . Up
he followed, ran through a passage into
a secluded room, where he- found a
gambling establishment, where rouletie
was whirling, and ¢ faro,”’ “vingl e un,”

The long room was crowded, but all
were still, though the distance to the
street and the numerous walls between,

musket fired in thé room from being
heard -in the street. Yet all were thus

er, save four which were licensed sfnd
taxed enormously.. Singleton having

went on with spirit.

twrn lost it, the ball coming into' the
Yack. He was flat now, and soon after
left; but his plan was ,formfzd, and " at
evening putting on his uniform, and
taking twenty of the boys to a treat, on
condition that they would always mind.
him as an offfeer, he marched them as
a guard, down to this gambling house;
and to the wuiter astonishment of the

ambling crowd he popped in upon them;
-arrested the keepers, while the gam-
blers all run each to save himself. Sin-

and all the spare funds that were on it,
with the amount of the deal fund at
faro ;.and. the arrested keeper was pri-
vately informed by Singleton, that he
“oould either go to the guard-house or
pay a fine, and break up his gambling

The keeper preferred to do the latter,
and paid the fine in gold, two hundred
dollars in twenty American eagles; a
small sum to the keeper, who was ma-
king hundreds a day. Motioning then

. to 1ltlais men, whowere wild with delight,
Singleton ordered them in line; and re-
lieving the keeper, he directed the rou-
lette table to be replaced, and marched

way helow telling them that he had
fined the man fwenfy-five dollars, and

their laughter, to go to a.drinking es
tablishment and have it out in-liquor.
"T'his was agreed to, and from its effects
many of the boys were tight; but get-
ting back to their barracks, they wens
to sleep unperceived, ar;d in thg meorn-
ing were all sober, and nothing was
known of it by the officers. As for
Singleton, he did not drink much, for
now in funds, he slipped off from them
to the house 'of his lady love, and it
was near morning when he returned.
He now moved largely, and drank eon-
stantly, but not to intoxieation in any
instance. . o
But the trick was already known to
the keeper who thus had heen fleeced,
for one of the gamblers had ventured
to return, and was near being caugllm
by the retiring ‘guard. " In the darkness
of the arched passage below he hid
himself behind the opened door, and
there heard Singleton, make the rcm{xrk
to. his boys about the fine imposed, &q.,
and had after their departure again
gone up and informed the keeper of
the deception. The lutter, who hagd im-
wediately commenced putting up his
table and cards to * to shut up shop 5”
finding that the officers did not know it,
and that he had been thus deceived,
relinquished his idea, and re-arranging
his tables, in an hour they were in full
course of operation again ; and the room.
was filled. . S .
Much conversation and enquiry was
made amoeng thém as'to whem it could
be that thus had routed thetn ; but no
one knew. Those who had been gam-
bling had cleared themselves so rapudly,
that they had not taken time to secure
any of their money, much less to look
at the guard. or its officer so as ever jo
be able to recognize them af:ter?vards;
In the excitement of winning and
losing, the affair passed off the minds
of all sive the keeper, who hated the
[loss of his, money, but disliked still
more being the vietim of such a trick.
Some of them indeed endeavored the
next day to find out who it was that, bad
done this, but Singleton, in the day time
never put on the mmiform, nor yvou'ld
auy one suppose, from the promptness

|and attention with which be performed

k3
]
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his ‘duties daring the whole day, ‘that
he was in' =0 plany adventures “during
the night., His officers did not*—had no
idea of it. * In pursiit of adventure and
pleasure themselves, they did not dream-
that Singleton by his schemes, was pla-
cinig them as compared to him in this
respect far “in the shade.” .
His guard was nightly formed near
the barracks, but in a dark recess, from
which when they emerged for a frolie,
‘they moved with such military precision
‘and stillness, save the sound of their
regular tramp, that they were never in-
terrupted or questioned by any officer
‘of whatever rank ; every one supposing
‘them ‘on regular business, for no one
‘dreamed of a private soldier thus so
‘beldly ‘acting the officer. But Single-
‘ton showed them a bolder front than
even that, on one occasion, and still es-
“eaped, detection.
nder the influence of several drams
“taken, and his men being in a similar
“condition, he determined to take them
all to, the theater, as though they had
“been sent there by the * officer of the
“day,” for on the evening previous there
had been too much noise of approbation
‘there, and off they marched. ltS’int@,-'letcun
addreséing the door keeper with an air
of command, informed him that he was
“thus sent to keep order ; and without a
word-the whole guard were marched in,
aud quietly oecupied their seats ‘in the
" boxes, where their presence was rather
“hailed as agreeable than otherwise by
" the managers, actors, and andience’;
and they certainly, were produciive of
 resiraint upoh the feelings of the rowdies
of the ‘fit, till, between the acts, Sin-
gleton having ‘a supply of good liquor
" with him, handed it around, and in the
next act these, men were more noisy
In their expressions of approbation of
the play than any others ; entering fully
into the spirit of it and encoréng loudly,
and peérfectly reekless of the manner in
which this'was taken by the andience,
among whom were several of the supe-
rior officers, who however did not in-
terfere. Enquiries were set on foot the
next day as to the guard that wes thus
sent to ‘the theater, but it was positively

A

any -guard had been sent; and {hd
whole affair was, involved .in mystery,
which Singleton and his meéen” alone
could unravel, and they tock good care
during every day to be still.

For several weeks, at intervals, thus
by night, did: this sham guard with its
sham officer parade the streets of the
city of Mexicn; the intervening nights.
between these excarsions being spent
by Singleton with his lovely senorita.

The scrapes and adventwres of this
guard alone, in that time, would fill this
volume ; but we have only to do with
its leader. Unluckily for him, be _got
out of money again, and still more un-
luckily, he sz;termined to pay the gam-
bling house another visit, as he found
that 1t was yet going on, Fortune, that
fickle jade, who so long had befriended
him, now turned -against him, and ia
the worst time, poor fellow |

Assembling his  guard, down they
went boldly, and found the gambling
rooma crowded. He was instantly re-
cognised; and-on a eall by the keeper,
was seized by the erowd. A general
fight took place, and Singleion and his
guard, though fighting well, were over-
powered and severely beaten; most
the guard with diffieulty made their
escape, but the leader and a few of (44
men were captured by the crowd ; and
then the rouletie tables were removed,
-and the money secured: the regular
gnard was sent for, and to the officer
of that Singleton in his uniform and his
comrades were passed over; the whole
preceding circumstancé was related to
bim, and when he was interrogated by
the officer as to his name and company,
ke boldly told them both, T

The keeper of the gambling house
having only some’ car(%s in view, and
promising the officer to break up his
establishment forthwith, was not further
interfered with ; but Singleton and his
men were marched to the guard house,
and closely confined in its gloomy and
dirty cells ; neither did be ever join his
company in ranks again, for whi{e there
some of the men proved {aithless, and
in hope of being released themselves,
told of all the actions of this sham

" denied by the “officer of the day” that

i

3

. moré fiberty within that fortress, having

guard and-its commander for the whole
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time that it had existed; and then for
the firat, the mystery of the noisy
guard at the theater was unravelled to
the minds of the officers. -, J
After a rigid confinement of a weelk
in the guard house, they were tried by
a court martial. Those who gave tes-
timony against Singleton were released ;
upon the others a light punishment was
aced : but poor Singleton fared :badly !
%0 merey was excited in the minds of
his judges. Long and successfully had
he counterfeited the officer, and now
by officers was he judged. Almost
any other crime would have been less
heinous in their eyes ; they looked upon
it as implying a slur upon their own
rank, All testimony with regard to
Singleton’s capers before was sideways
introduced, and he to the last wearing!
his lieutenant’s uniform, from which the
straps on the shoulders had been nudt_a]y
cut by the officer of the guard. Sin-
leton was firm and sober. e asked
Eis own questions on trial, and by his
ingenuity confounded some of the wit-
nesses against him in their answers,
and the members of the court martial
“winced” {from his cutting relorts;
but enough, was proved, and Singleton
was sentenced to be confined in the
guard house until the end of the war,
and then to be taken from Mexico in
irons, and dishonorably discharged. °
All~this in time was inflicted. For
six weeks did he taste the sweets of,the
uard house, and he had no mouey to
ameliorate his condition. From the
ard house he was sent to the castle
of Chepultepee, and allowed o liitle

a heavy ball and chain secured with a
band upon his leg; but his spirit was
by no means cowed. Still he wanted
Kguor, but was now without means and
a prisoner, and subject fo the utmost
strictness and even tyranny, However,
his last seheme to obtain it was planned
and carried out, by his making a .bar-
gain with a Mexican who came there

was to pay him—what, readér? why,
nothing else than the dall, ond chair, and
ring upon his leg ! which he had found
be could get off ; and as iron is valuable
there, the bargain was made and se-
complished. The Mexican concealed
and brought in the brandy at the close
of the day, and Singleton, in & retired
nock in, the fortress, divesied hmqself
of his appendage, and delivered it to
the Mexican ; receiving the bottle, and
immediately applying himself to it, he
got ¢ lively,” but kept still ; and (}nnk-
ing through the night, was found in the
morning, - to the astonishment of the
officer in command, stretched out in a
state of complete intoxication, and as
free from iron bonds as nature had
made him. .

When the American army left the
city,—the city he had helped-to con-

Cruz, with others in like sitnation, and
from thence transported to New Orleans,
and given his liberty.

Alas! poor Singleton! he lost his
standing, Ee Jost his money, he lost t!le
lands to which soldiers honorably dis-
charged were entitled, and he lost his
lady love, all for brandy! brandy!l

brandy 11

with provisions to sell, for which he

quer,—Bingletor was marched to Vera

it e et




_. THE CAMP

No.

Oxe more instance yet, not by a erab,
‘a frog,' or a horse, but a jackass. In
the second Tepnessee Infantry was o
singular old genius, whose name was
Plunket. Ile was' crabbed in disposi-
tion, very fond of liquor, and most un-
‘pleasant when he was under its influ-
ence. Plunket made but few friends.
His messmates, while the regiment was
encamped at Comarge, becoming out of
all patience with the old soldier, one by
-one left his mess,i seeking more agreea-
ble companions, until finally he was left
quite alone, andiso far as the tent was
concerned, * was monarch of all ké sur-
veyed.””. This slight on their part he
toolt no further notice of than to ex-
press: himself freely as being highly
pleased with the! change, for,” said he
trigmphantly, <I'shall not now have
to divide any liquor that I get with
them.” 5

- Finely did he enjoy his solitude for a

couple of weeks, icooking for himself,
which was, however, only when none
of the ardent couyld be procured, for
when he had any of thal, it was to him
both meat and drink, ‘

One cvening, after dress paiade,
Plunket had been fortunate encugh to
obtain 2 bottle of mescal, a fiery liquor
made use of in abundance there; and
was not scen afterward at supper time.
In the course of the evening, this was
remarked, and on 'opening his tent the
old chap was seen on his blankets,
soundly asleep, while the tin canteen,
“with the liquor in it, was lying within
his reach, conveniént for him when he
he should awake.

Those, whose ocuriosity as to his
where-abouts, had thus been excited,
left, and it being late, all returned to
iheir own tents, leaving him ¢ alone in
hig glory. »

AT NIGHT.
JIR

lain down, being full of fun and always
wdelighting in playing pranks on his com-
rades, arose and again paid a visit to
the sleeping soldier. Fmding the lat-
ter sufficiently under the influence of
the liquor to answer his purpose, he
left, and procceding through the camp,
loosened a small Mexican durre, or
jackass, owned by one of the quarter-
mastors, and by the long ears led the pa-
tient animal back dirdetly into the tent
with the sleeper.  Then irmly fastening
down évery pin that beld the tent, and
tying strongly the entrance together, he
left the strange couple in joint occupa-
tion, while he hastened to his own, and
awaited the moment wher the jack
should arouse the steeper. ‘
For this he was obliged to wait for &
long time. For hours, the weary sol-
diers throughout the camp were all

Plankei, wholly wunconscious of his
companion’s prescnee, sweetly  snoog-
ing—but after midnight he awakened,
stretehed out his hand for his canteen,
and felt, instead of that, the hoof of
the jack. Surprised, he felt cantiously
again,'ds he thus lay in the darkened
tent, upon his back—the fact of its be-
ing a hoof, was evident to him, from the
feeling. He held his breath and en-
deavored to convineg hirself that heé
was ‘dreaming, but in despite of his

large drops to his forehead; for all the
images that he had ever heard pictured
out, of the devil’s Appearance to unruly
sinners, rose before his mind most viv-
idly. He trembled in cevery joint, as
he thus in the same instant. became
fuliy convinced that his Satannic Maj-
esty had at last come for him ; the jack
having felt the hand twice upon -hig
fetlock, reached slowly down his cum-

Cne of them, héwever, alter he had
(56) !

brous head, and from his expanded

asleep, and for the samé¢ time slept’

endeavors, the perspiration started in -

s
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nostrils threw gently the volume of warm
breath therefrom full upon the face of
the soldier, already so much alarmed.
‘The darkness was great, but as the
lerge nose and heavy lip, and teeth,
thus came so near, the indistinet out-
line of them was observed by the sol-
dier, and magnitied by fear, the effect
thereof was instantanecus upon the
.drunken man, whose head was not yet
-glear from the fumes of the liquor, but
‘whose ideas wete then in a proper state
of confusion to be imstanily wrought
upon. * Good God, it ’s the Devil ‘! »
shouted he,— 0 Christ, help me! Be
off, Satar' ¥’ The words rang sharply
and clearly through the silent camp,

followed by shricks and screams, and |

calls wpon the Almighty, . While Plun-
ket and 'the jackass, both alarmed,
bounced about in the tent, the former
screaming at every jump, and vaiily
-endeavoring to find the open entrance,
the poor dumb beast, thoroughly
frightened, was twisting and turning all
-parts of himself against the soldier, and
making also a queer, deep noise from
‘his throat, increasing, if poss'ibie, “the
fright of the man, to whose imagina-
tion it appeared as large as an elephant.
Plunket yet screaming with apprehen-

sion, and loud in his interrupted appeals’

out beneath the flap of the tent; but it
was firmly pinned, a,‘nd‘irll his endeavor
the jack, during his- rapid movemants,
stepped on. the pantaloons leg of -the
man, near down to his foot, and Plan-
ket thinking that Satan bad him then
fast, yelled like an Indian, as-a crowd
of soldiers; roused from their sleep, ran
up, just in time, however, tosee the
tent, unable to resist the violent press-
ure of the conple, the pins giving way,
fall over, and- the jackass backing Tis
rump.out among them guickly, as he-
shook: the canvass from h'is head and
shonlders, to their great'alarm, aston-
ishment and quick retreat, bounded off
at s long lope over that and over Plun-
ket, who still struggled. and screarsed
beneath it.. : ' .
They pulled him out, and be ran s

stopped by force, &s.the jack, having
gained distance enough,-stopped also,
and gave a loud and long continued
‘bray, which set the whole apitaied
crowd in a roar of Iaughter, — the
ground was covered with men — their

heard a mile... Plunket sat down. on
the earth éxhausted, and all the reply
he would makeio the hundreds of ques-
tions that were rapidly put to him, from

for mercy, ‘had darted under the nose.

‘of the jack, and tried to force himself
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as Inany sources, was, 10" each, ¢ G
d—n that Jackass . ‘
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L . PO . . . Ly . ' fom
Mozsr especially is it true.with re-]action, ihis hfotal exe,mptmn .
gard to t'liep soldilerr in the field,. “<that|thought and care for the fature, {:011.-
Te knows ot in the morning what the | sists the true charm -of the soldiexr’s
day will bring forth.” Knows not— life.. It s to this, that the feadiness of

cares not. The day may be ¢ne of inac- 1 the discharged soldier to re-enlist, -is

tivitv, or of toil, of plenty, or of want, |owing. - Very few of the regular sol-
f)l}rlpji;aasure,_ or of ganggr and desth. | diers, whose. terms. of service exp;}ll'ed
e bas no.plans lp lay, no schemes to| while the army was in ,-Me_:gco, deﬁ
carry out; but is. ready and willing to returned_ to their hﬂm«las, or if 1_‘.11ey i

-take all that comes ; nothing is smiss—— | so, r_emmnec} thpx:e ‘bu,f.;a; little tm}l'e,:_the
nothing surprises him, of. whatever na-|greater portion immediately re-en f1|3tmg,
‘ture, or however suddenly it bursts up- | either in the regular or volunteer forces,

- -G him. : ‘

- In this endless variety of scene and ,circumsfa,nces g.nd incidents, {as hepr

well as he was able a few steps, until—

peals of laughter .might have been

Among the numerous, collections of |

e et e M
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pen 1o other soldiers) that would 'each
‘exemplify the truthi of the above quota-
tion as applied to this lifé, none stiikes
the suthor's mind; with. as much dis-
"4inetness, in its varied scenes, so closely
following each other, as one such, that
happened to himself, whilé the prin-
eipal portion of the :American army was
collected at the city of Tampico, pre-

paratory to the descent upon Vers

Lruz. . ' .

This tale,” comprising a period of
only forty-eight hours, but with inci-
dent enough to give variety to.the
space of a mdnth, is chosen, not from
-the wish to make himself conspicudus,
but from the fact, that to him, it seems
most.appropriate to exhibit the shifting
scenes of a soldier’s life; though this
idea on his part, may arise from the
faot of this stecession of incidents being
8o strongly impressed on his mind-—
eventful hours to him, in the short and
rapid-conrse of which he found himself

o private soldier, a gentleman, a gal-

lant, a lover, a prisoner, and & soldier
again ; a man of pleasure, » man of
business, and a man in the guard-
house;, —under eommand, then free in
8 pleasure party —then made to feel
ihe bands of authority — then free
again— then confined with - scoundrels,
honest men, drunken and sober soldiers,
thieves, and rascals in abundance —re-
spected and despised, loved and hated ;
his opinions asked, and his answers
received, dwelt' upon with attention,
and then again refused permission to
speuk, S ‘
Every soldier can -tell 'of eircum-
stances equally varied, of short spaces

of time equally chequered with grati-)

fication and annoyance, pleasure, and
danger, ease and hardship, closely
following in each other’s train— and
every such tale fully illustrating that
which is the object of this one, viz : the
“ever changing scenes of a soldier’s life
in the field and camp. :

On the opposite page is seen a view
of the city of Tampico, taken by the
euthor ai that time for the Twelve
Mornths’ Volunteers. :

This was sketched from an old Mexi-|

can fort, at the extremity of a plain, ou

8

DAILY SCENEE DF A SOLDIER’S LIFE.

which were at this ime encamped the
Tennessse brigade. :

" In this view you look down on this
plain in front and to the loft; to the
front and right is seen a thick chapparal

-of musquit timber ; beyond that is a

lake, united by a canal unseen, with
the river that circles round the extreme -
left of the view. :

‘Beyond this lake is the city, on an
eminence, with its flat roofed white
stone houses, many of them wupon
arches, presenting a fine appearance
in the bright rays of the tropical sun. -

.On the right of the city, at the
smomit of the hill, is a large mas-
sive building, the Mexican < Military
Hospital.”” - A little further to the right
is the burying ground, with its lofiy
arched portals; & few cocoa nut trees
are up there. Nearer. to you is observed
a new American fort, and a camp of
part of the Alabama regiment of Gen-
eral Bhields’ brigade.

On the left of the city, are seen the
crowded masts of the shipping thet
there lay at anchor in front of the busy
landing. Beyond this forest of masts
and spars, in a direct line over the
river, and over a cluster of islands,
beautiful as ever eye gazed upon—and
at the distance of about four miles from
this point of view, is the town of Pu-
eblo Viejo, or old Tampico, This is
on the shore of a large lake, that com-
municates with the river by its channels
through these little islands of such beau-
tiful enchantment.

. The lake itself is bid from our view,,
but were you i the city by the Mil-
itary Hospital, or the buwrying ground
on the hill before you, you would see it
stretching far out.to the south and
west, on the front and right as you
would thus stand, till, in the: hazy
distance, it appears to meet the sky in
its horizontal line — broken here and
there, however, by the dim-blue, but
yet distinet and Jofty oilines of rugged
mountains that here and #here arise.
The calm surface of the lake, as far
as your eye can extend, is dotted with.
the same beautiful islands of perpetual
green ; on these the towering palms, oo-
coas, and other tropical trees rear their
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heads. But the intention of inserting:the
pitture here, is, simiply to introduce to
you the scene on which diir account
of the uncertainties of a- soldier's life
commences. . :
You observe part of the tents of the
Tennessee brigade in the distance on
the left of the picture- at the river's
edge. A small part of ‘these only can
De seen if this view — row’ after row —.
comparny after company, —the two in-
fantry regiments and the cavalry, ‘oe-
cupied the shore of the river for a
mile down the bank. - :

- * Now, understanding the groﬁnd,‘ we

will commence the shifting tale by

SCENE FIRST.
GFITING READY WOR ACTION.
© Wr begin at eight - o’cleck 'in. the

- evening, on the 26th' .of February,

1847 in this camp. o ,
The common scenes of evening were
taking place. In the lighted tents the
men were variously employed, — some
singing-—some laughing at related: tales
and jokes, — some over concealed bot-
tlés of brandy were forgetting their
troubles,— some_'were mending their
clothing, &c. ; many were playing every
known game of cards; —some few
reading, but these were, indeed, fow,
for there was seldom any thing in camp
to read,——some in argiment and minor
disputes ; but very many were- asleep
on their blankets,  This last was the
case “with our author, whom, for “the
sake of ease In this tale;, we' will call by
aname by which he was better known
in'camp than by his own, Johas, E.,”
a sort of second christening given him
by somé of the facetious soldiers, after
the name of the Colonel, Jonas E
Thomas, & fatherly sort of a man, (of
whiom the author now begs pardon for
having thus been forced. tor adopt and
carry & part of his namé during that
campaign’in Mexico, and which he now
returns with his compliments, assuring
him, the original ‘owner, that he has
never dohe it any harm while it has
been in his possession.) -
 Jonas. B, was soundly asleep; hia
head on his eaddle-bags s his carbine,

'of the Mississippi. - - -

sword, pistols, saddle, bridle, dnd bag’
of ¢orn) in & small pile at his'head. =
These, with his blanket -over him,
eonstituted, with the noble’bnimal that
carried theim, 'the sum’® total of hig
worldly possessions over which he had
then any control, or “took any’ecare in
preserving. IR
- Jonas B., about'that time, was quite
comfortable. - A “xiorther, “which had
been blowing for 'a day of ‘two pre-
vious, had left the &t cool enough
for once to enjoy ‘the covering of a
blanket in camip. One of his mess-
mates,’ called - the : *“Philosopher, ** had
lain déwn with him,- and after -sonie

- | queer ‘observation on the domestiéc som- -

fort of soldiers, was, llie him, asleep.
The rest of the mess were ‘crowded
on & gresw blanket, playing ' poker,
at which onte of thet seemedivery for-
tunaté ‘at- the time, for he had won
several * pots,”’—=-had: held* threé - aves
twice, and, & pair of kings~and-'pair
of tens ‘again.  The: game .whs stilt
going on ‘by the light of the:candle
stuck into the mouth of an émpty bottle,
round which the players were Sguatted
like Turks, .~ - °° LI
Jonas cared fornone_of their noise,
of loud laughter and-exclamation, but
in dreams he wag ‘back on the bsak
But his dreams were interrupted,
and -the game of poker broken up by
dhe voice of the Ordetly Bergeant eall-
ing Ioudly at the entrarice of every tent
for the whole of the company, “iurn
out guickly .emd- full into line ' Wb
sound “of bugle was:heard, however,
The sleepers - roused. thremselves up,
and @ thousard enguiries:were made.
"¢ What s the matter now 275
- 4iWhat®s topay 77 &es - o
 To ‘these, -ng one could give: any

aswer ; tbut with some’ grumbling-and

‘much cursing, as every: one seided hiy
earbine, they all came stumbling out of:
their tents, and tooli their place in-line,
down'blong the front of thesame.
‘Jonas was still nearly asleep; and the
Philosoplier - yet more 0, stumblin
over a sack of corn’ at the door-way, be
measured. his length: on- the ground,
much to.the-alarm of the nearest horse,
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which jumped, snorting, out of his way.
Elc::&le laughed, bui the others still grum-

The roll was called, and information
given by the sergeant, that the company
wag ordered to march at daylicht next
morning, together with two companies
of infantry, to attack the Mexican gen-
¢ral - Cos, then lying about seventy
miles to the southward, near. Tuspan,
with anlestimated force of fificen hun-
dred lancers, artillerists and rancheros,
. The object, of the . attack, was to
relieve four companies of Louisianians,
who had been wreoked near Cos’s po-
gition, .and were threatened with im-
meglia.té attack by him, and having lost
their smmunition, were unprepared to
meet him. . .. . ‘ L
. At this information, exclamations of
ff'%'eriqd:l- od 1.” < That’s the sort.!”
“We'll give, him the d—v—117" &e.,
¥os¢. in murmurs sglong the line. -

- The,sergeant continued by ordering
all to draw three days’ rations of provis-
tons, and three days’ forage for their
horsea‘,iand-to cook all their meat thus
grawn, that night,and be ready at day-
Hight a.t! reveillee to march. N
. The line was then dismissed, Now
came @ busy scene. . Part of the mih
were detailed to bring the sacks of corn
and oats from the quartermaster, more
to. bring the provisions called for by the
eaptain’s: requisition.; one in each mess
to replenish the fires, which in & long,.
bright \reom, threw a. brilliant light
aroundl‘-‘ drawing scores of men -from
the other companies sround, every one
of .them full of  questions -and exclama-
tions of - disappoiniment at-their com-
Pany’s mot. having. heen the one selec-
ted for astive service.. . . . .

One such corrésponding line of fires
was sonp geen. to brighter up in the
2d: regular ‘infantry, and yet another in
the 1st! regiment, showing. their com~
Panies too i the same course of prepa-
rations., One man from each mess was
dispatched to the:cistern, 2 half mile off;
with buckets for water. ‘

-:'This,.in. his mess, came to Jonas,
. who, whatever lie might have been be-
fore, wps-this night as he had . ofien

a3 the ¢olumn gal

was afterwards, literally “a hewer of
wood, and drawer of water ; ” for Jonug
was but a private soldier, and had
learned. before this to. take .all suck
things in his turn as they came., He
brought the water, in company, with
other' different messes, and whil)‘;lthcy
were thus serving others, in the mean
time they were served themselves, for
on their arrival back the other arrange:
ments were: attended to for them, The
forage :and. provisions lay at the em
trance .of every tent: the fires: werg
brightly burning : the ‘meat -was fry-
ing or boiling, and the whole, company
were merry as- crickets, and busy as
bees ; laughing, joking, whooping, rub-
bing and?[eeding horses, examining car-
bines and pistols, whetting the edges of
their sabers with stones, bld files, or any
thing they cotld get: putting néw finta
in their pistals, &e.: Co ‘ :

Ammunition having been brouglt, at
ten. o’clock the line was again formed,
‘and every man received forty rounds of
cartridges, and a corresponding quantity.
.of percussion caps,—and after midnight,
- the, cocking all through, the horses weii

-diffgrent messes allowing, their fires. to
\mounlder down again, lay down to sleep
.f'orhthe few hours intervening wntil day-
Shght. . L .

. AL the sound, of the reveillee, all
‘turned out with alacrity, the tents were
down,: the. horses saddled, the Wagons
'loaded . and .thg roll called, .the com-
pany mopnted, which left, the camp
.before sunrize, and. joined by the twe
companies -of infantry, equally anxions
for the fight, at. a brisk marsh pro-
ceeded. wp into. the city,. the .bugles
sounding their liveliest -and clearest

notes—the drums and fifes. behind,

_apparently. endeavoring to excel each

which they poured in. . Each com~
pany’s flag was frbudly .raised, and

- heen: previously in the campaign, and

(fad, pll atms examined, and refitted, the

other in. the sirength of, the chorns -

‘ ¥ passed along, the
Mexican jinhabitants on' the sidewalks
looked.. serious, ..and already saw, in
 imagination, the .deaths .of. meny of
‘their countrymen from the -dreaded
catbine .and saber; the formidable eol-
umn of; bright muskets. and glittering .
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bayonets, borne by hands whom they
knew never flinched when trial came.
" The. steam vessel was lying at the
wharf; she was ready to set the col-
umn- on the other side of the river,
below Pueblo Viejo to proceed on the
route. " o

The column halied for a moment
on the Plaza de Comercio, the square
which opens on the harbor. Amnother
steamey was puffing along up the river
at o rapid rate. She sent.a boat ashore
before she came to anchor, and the of-
ficers it .contained hurried te General
Patterson’s quarters, snd as the head
of the column came down to the wharf
to embark, an aid rapidly approached
from the general, bearing orders coun-
termanding the march, as information
had been received that the Louisianians
had eluded Gen. Cos, and were. then
within a few hours march of Tampice,
- The countenances of all the soldiers
fell at this, and as they went back to

_eamp, & mMOre grave, sour, surly-look-

ing set, both of infantry and cavalry,
could not be found in the army. .
"t Got whipped, had to retreat,” sung
out a fellow of another cavalry com-
pony, who, having been disappointed
Eimself, felt relieved to see these come
back. : .

. % G—d d=—n your mouth,” growled
one of the men in reply. ‘

* ¢ Shut it up, or I'll do it for you.”

“ Whoa ! — hos 11— hoo | I’ was the

response from many. -

* 48 Deep the trick,” mmitered the sol-
diers, who had expeeted by that time
to have been miles away. o

The saddles were rudely taken off,

the tents put up, snd a quarrelsome
company they were—sulky -and irri-
table,~-and n_this mooed the most lay
down to sleep, :

* The infantry companies proceeding to
thejr éncampment, were greeted in the
saine way, and one soldier from among
them whipped anotlier who thus laughe
st them; and was hirnself marched off
to the guard house instead of to Tuspan.
- Jonas E., not wishing to sleep, and
his comtades being so snappish about
their disappointment——cursing ‘General

general on both sides, strolled off down’
along the river’s edge; the eompany
having been on duty, so that there was
ne ‘probability -of his being. called to
drill.

The water of the river was genily rip
pling-on the.shore; the day had been
warm': ihe bright forests covering the
steep rocky hills on the opposite side,
appeared more beautiful than ever ;-
ten thousand parrots over there kept
up . ceaseless. clatter and jabbering ;
the white gulls flew in graceful circlés
above the waves, here and there sud-
denly dashing down into them, and
again rising. . The porpoises were blow-
ing .and turning up their large, yound
heads to view. A Dutchman was pass-
ing in a besutiful little boat, with & wide
sail just filled by the warm breeze, and
it glided genily along over the water:
Jonas hailed him, and in a few words
made a contract with him to sail to the
Gulf. . ; S

Hurrying back, the captain, at his
invitation, . and two of his comrades,
joined him, and . placing their eooked
provisions in the boat, they pushed
off, and then with a sly- wink, having
put & boitle of brandy, too, in his hav-
ersack, they were afloat immediately,
and with a fine breeze, were' gliding.
along, leaving the dotted camp behind.

The: situation of Jonas and -his com-
panicns: now, -as thus so gently they
were borne along by the steady breezé, .
was as different from that of an hour or
two before as it-could well be ;. thew all
with them Wwas. of & soldier’s duties, and
striet. commands were given and oheyed |
but now the captain, a tall, gallant Jock-

Hing man, who loved sport- and reeves

ation as well as any one, was as one of
the: privates again, and was esgecislly
delightéd .at the accideniol disecovery. of
the brandy hetile in the basket of pro-
vigions . asking no ‘questions .as to the
mianner “in which " the liguor eams
there, in-violation of the rules:of tha
camp; but. applying his lips to it with
 guch ardor that an tmmedeate exhilarz:
tion of * spirits”’ was the consequencd
and;’ followed by all the others in'the
same. course, the. captain- forget the

Cos, Gen. Patterson, and every other

camp,. banished .all war and. waslike
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" seeries from his mind, and influeneed
only by the pleasantness of the day,
the soothing ‘sound of the ripples us
they played round the bows of the boat
and the extreme beauty of the scenery
on either bank of the wide river, ahd
the cooling ‘breeze loaded with: fra
ranee,! as it wafted them along, yiel-
grd to' these influences, and gave him-
self up for the time to merrimeni and
ease, 5 -5, ‘
Songs in chorus rose over the water;
the clear notes of a elarionette added
to their effect, and the Mexican watermen
here and there, over the expanse of the
bright river, lifted their paddles to listen
to the pleasant strains, while their long
canoes gently glided on with. the force
already:gained. : ' ‘
* The coarse of the party of soldiers,
thus for a time set free, ean be seen in
the opposite. engraving of the mouth of
the river Panuco, about five miles up
which Tampico is situated. ;
This view is taken from the same
spot as the other, the old - fort Ando-
nega,—though in an engraving it loses
most of its beauty. The clearness of
the air, the hrightiress of the scene, the
freshness of the verdure on the flowery
banks ‘and hills, and the course of the
lovely river, could only be:truly pre-
sented by’ the pencil of a master,
The forencon was spent by Jonas and
the others in the most agreeable manner,
Bringing their boat on the sands near
the mouth of the river, as seen in the
view, they sirolled around, enjoying the
sirong and invigorating sea breeze as it
came freshfrom off the breaking billows
which dhshed successively in thunder
and foam upon the shore. - .
‘Then embarking again, the strong
wind filling their sails, the boat was
urged through the maddened billows,
* tossing upon the bar, and stood far out
to sea, like a speck tupon the waters; to
an observer'on-shore perceptible only
in’ ity -rising and falling by the white-
ness of its sail, ag reflected in the sun-
ight, like a white speck upon the dark
blue waters. . .. - .
. When returning, they came in upen
a reef, on: which- the billows ran and
broke, about & mile from shore; on a
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fittle ridge of ssnd and corsl rock, with
great peril, they landed from the lee-
ward side, and there, amid the roar of
the tummituous waters, they Partook of
their: provisions’ 'preEa'red, the enjoy-
ment .of which was heiphtened . by the
excitement of the wild scenery abomt
them. = » - = 7 <o
- Oovered mearly. by a hugoe. breaker
that rolled in fosm over the entire reef;
and narrowly escaping the loss of the
boat, the party :left the dangerous.spot,
and again hoistéd their sail to.the wind,
which swepi‘them over the billows, and
throiigh the breakers on the bow to the
smoother water within, and up the river
they glided along, leaving old ocean be-
hipdr them. - -
The . camp appeared in view,—the
city .next, and the boat touching the
shore, the party stepped out again in
the crowd, and the captain immedi-
ately resumed all his authority, while
Jonas and his comrades, from his' com-
panion’ in pleasure, immediately fell
back to private soldiers under his com-
mand. .. ., o
Not long did Jonas stay in the crowded
encampment, — having found his horse
doing well, he strolled off .up-to the
¢ity,—not troubling himself to obtain a
regular permil in writing, as was the
universal’ regulation, but simply going
to the colonel as was usual with him,
who let -bim' out by a motion to the
néarest sentingl. ¥ e
Jonas intenied oply to be absent from
camp an”hour or two, and said, there-
fore, nothing to his caplain about it
further than to reply to a gquestion of
the latter who eame by the tent as the
soldier was putting on his best uniform,
with the luzury of a change of clothing,
‘that he was going to Tampico.” :
" But ‘the intended stroll of .an hour
was touch further prolonged, and led to
views and actions so different from thoge
which had preceded i, that the com-
menceinent of the walk as he went by
the sentinel, was the opening of ..’ '

' *Jonis was always sllowed to go-out or in of
the camp by the colonel when no duty was to be
Eetformed, without the usual permit in writing

is ohject bein%;o efam notes and items of informas

tion for the * ve Months'. Voloutesr
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' SCENE THE THIRD.

Jonas evertook a comrade from hig
own corapany as he passed along over
the plain, dnd the two crossing 'the en-
nal on the stone bridge, with light and
bappy hearts proceeded into the -city.

"I'he reader upon again turning to the
view of Tampico, will see among the
masts- of the shipping a large flag, or
rather a black spot, as the engraver has
made it.  This flag flew from the lofty
staff in the * Plaza de Comercio,” over
the most busy part of this busy city of
Tampico; this Plaza was a large, finely
‘paved square, with three sides surroun-

ed by lofty buildings, and the fourth
opening on the river as a publie-land-
ing, which was unbroken save by one
short wharf, near the head of which
stood the city prison, then used as
@ guard -house of the American army.

To this square, and that flag, Jonas
directed his course, as was the case with
‘every soldier who from the camp went.
into the city. His comrade and himself
strolled along, not disturbed, save b
ordered off the side walk before
the then vacant pay office by the senti-
nel—an order that they were obliged to
"obey, while any Mexican who came on,’
by the orders of the paymaster, was
‘undisturbed.  * o

Thiz paymaster, who occupted this
office,—or rather had done so,~—must
hgve thought much of himself to refuse
to allow soldiers to.proceed -on the side
~gvalk before his doors, and so Jonas re-
marked to the regulars who guarded
the ‘walk ; a remark which came very
near placing him in the guard house.

But in the army is no place for one
to- assert his individual rights, and Jo-
nas, op an instant’s reflection, became
‘convinced thatit was better for him to
“walk in the gutter before the office of
Major B— .- then and there a pay-
-master in the United States’ army, than
it would be for him to be confined as a
" prisoner. ' ’

ovér the gutter, and giving the building
" g wide space, they came ou the’side-
¢ walk again beyond it. The streets were
crowded that afternoon as usual.

them with politeness,

iy}
Jonas and his comrade . moved on;
happy and careless, -but on arriving as
 the Plaza, they were soon made to feé}
tgain that their position was that onl,
of privates ; for, seeing a fine establishs
ment open, called ““an exchange,” for
the selling of liquor, they .walked i
At the tables around were many - offi-
cers, who locked, as they smoked their
cigars, with contempt and scowling ap-
pearance on our two privates, who, hav-
g plenty of cash, thought of nothing
but'geiting something to drink and pay-
ing for it.  They walked over the max-
ble floor up to the bar, and made_appli-
cation for it,—but were there told in a
most insolent manner that. that. house
was only for the accommodation of offi-
eers——so out they walked, leaving these
young bloods undisturbed ; (for the auw-
thor must do them the jusiice to say,
that all the volunteer officers who m
Mexico thus acted; were scdréely with-
out exception, young sprigs. who by the
influence of friends at home had. ob-
tained their commissions, and who alse
as - yet had rather more beards. than
brains, and not much of cither ; consid-
ering it the greatest object of their am-
bition to ape the manners of the regular
officers ; and who, since the conclusioh
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‘of the war has thrown them back into

their former neighborhood; would give
all they have, so coldly and contemptu-
ously are they treated; had they there
acted differently in wegard to those
whom fortune for the time being had
placed under their command.)

Our two privates cleared from there,
and went to another place, where the
owner; 8 fine looking Mealcan, tréated
Then passing
down to the boats at the landing, they
became highly interested- in the busy
scene going on affong the Mexican tra-
ders in selling their oranges, their ba-
nanas, sapotes, pine apples, fish, turtles,
and hundreds of other articles ; the busy
jabbering of the whole mingling together

I'in one confused hum,
" 8o he and his companion passed on] -

While here, on the invitation of the
interpreterof the regiment, Selby, a man
onginally from Tennessee, but who had
for years.resided in. Yucatan, and an-

-{other comrade, Jonas joined. them. im
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biring & canoe to go over for the after- | being able to defénd themselves, and so
#oon to Pueblo Viejo, about four miles; in a laughing, joking mood, they went
through the islends before mentioned.|up. into the prineipal square of ihe gn-
His former comrade .would not-go with|eient place, that appeared as if it had

him, but returned to camp.

. been founded in the days of Noah,

‘SBo Jonas was again on the water, for The fishermen were drawing up their

the period, & free man; but this time

seines; the women were along the bor-

he was in a long cance, hollowed out|ders of the clear water stamping with
from a huge mahogany tree. It had|naked feet their corn in baskefs, for the

ne sail, and two spruce looking Mexi-
can boatmen, with.their broad rimmed
sembroros, or hats,—their wide legged
outer breeches, split open according to
their fashion, nearly up to their waists,
revealing their white under ones, with
red sashes round their waists, and with-
out any vests ; their linen all clean and
nice. Each one had a full supply of
little paper cigars, which, enntmuall
puffing themselves; they offered witi:
much politeness to their passengers,

In less than an hour the passage was
aompleted, and the oanoe was drawn up
on a beantiful hank of white shells in
front of the old picturesque place. -

The houses, thickly surrounded with
tall palms and.cocoas, and various plants
for ornament and use, presented a pretty
appearance. from this beach,—the high
hill of “ Mira® in “tha view,” was
towering above all, covered te its top
by the same luxuriant forest of tropical
trees as has been before mentloned,

The lake of Zapote lay spread out in
front Yike ‘a’ mirror for miles, while. the
aays of the declining sun were reflected
from its bosom, bringing into stronger
view tha beautiful islands. here and
there scattered aver its large extent.

- Most, of the.houses of the town were
-whitewashed, and from the beach, when
landing at this period of the day, the
effect was very fine, as they contrasted
in the sunlighi reflegtion from the lake
-8 strongly with the masses of luxuriant
green thickly growing around them.

.- Jonas: and his comrades’ were de-
:lighted, and- although evening was ap-
proaching in a strange town, with not
an American thers, and out of sight or
reach from their own army, and among
a faithlesa set of enemies, no th ought but
‘of plensure erossed their minds. . They

eod seats, clean mats in the bottom, a|everlasting tortillas, anindispensable park

of their every meal.

Tha air had become perfeetly still,
and the parrots were making the thick
growth on the hill above resound with
their chattering, and in this chorus ey~
ery additional flock coming in from the
islands joined as soon as they came
within hearing distance on the water, ..

The durraros, or woodsmen,  were
bringing in their numbers of . patient
jackasses, each with a large load piled
and tied upon the animal’s backs. The
market men, each with the same ani-
mals loaded with heavy panniers, were
coming in to the evening market : forin
this town the markets were all held jn
the evenings. . Here came 3 mule stag-
gering under g load of bloody quarters
of beef. |

Onge in the square, Selby, the inter-
preter, preposed an immediate applics
tion to a little of the ardent, which could
here be procured without difficulty ; and
the party proceeded to a store well sup-
plied with that article, and also a hand-
some assortment of English, French,
and American goods. The Mexican be-
hind. the counter was well dressed, and
.exeeedingly polite: handing out his best
brandy with many expressions at the
gratification that he was able to furnish
the buenos Americanos, (good Ammeri-
cans,} with such fine hiquor,——which
he declared he had purchased from
a French ship seven years before.
Whether this was true or not, his
brandy was excellent, and much em-
joyed. Cigars were called for, and as
these werg handed out, @ richly. dressed
Mexican, who had been standin’é wn-
noticed, rose by the salutation at first,
of *“buenas dios Seror,” (good day,
sir;) by the party as they entered, ad-

- werd well armed, and felt confident of

vanced, and with a smile and bhow, said
m plain English— ‘
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. *Will you take a light, gentlemen %’
¢ The three looked at him with perfect
sgtonishment. - His offer was accepted
by them, with expressions of surprise
by Jonas, that he was able so perfectly
to catoh $he Enplish pronunciation ; the
storekeeper whispered to Carson that
the personage was the first alealde of
Pueblo Vigjo. In reply to Jonas, the
aledlde remarked, that he had been ed-
ucated at Bardstown, Kentucky,—that

‘he had lived for two years in New Or-

leans,~~that. he had traveled through
thirteen of the United States,—that he
was perfectly conversant with the po-

sition, appearance, snd business of

Natchez, Vicksburg, Memphis, Louis-

ville, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburg,

Detroit, and Chicago ;—%aid his bright-
est days were spent in the American
Republic, and he at once entered in free
English into such a Hst of inquiries with
regard to the improvement and present
condition of those cities, and a thousand
other particulars, that the Mexican storé-
keeper looked with surprise, to see the
first alcalde thus earnestly engaged in
conversation with such a long hearded,
rough, savage looking Ametican soldier.
. Jonas answered, and inquired in his
turn, and so interesting did the conver-
sation become, that Selby and Carson
were tired and left, and Jonas sow them
no; more there; learning that evening
that after strolling round they liad seen
# boat, about to return to Tampico, and
had. taken- passage an. hour afier on
board of it. ‘ ‘

- The conversation‘bepéreen the alcalde|
and Jonas, so interesting, continued un-|.

interrupted, both having inquiries . to
make, the one of Mexico, and the other

A SOLDIER'S LIFE. -

offering his house for a home to Jonas
-while he should remain, they both walk-
ed out at this delightful part of the even-
ing to stroll around the place. Many. re~
marks did-the alealde make on the yari.
ous old buildings of stone which were
passed. The family who had occupied
such a munsion, that he pointed out, ke
detailed the history of, from. their emi-
gration from old Spain immediately af-
ter the time of Cortez, through succes-
sive generations, till finally they bhad |
been lost in the convulsions of eivil
wars of later years, He peinted out
the house that had been the head quar-
ters of General Santa Anna during his
celebrated conflict with the Spanish gen-’
eral Barrados. He alsp showed the gar-
dens and seats ofisome of the wealthier
owners of haciendas in the interior, who
here come to spend the delightful win.
ters. "o him, as they passed, every one.
‘bowed with great resifect. Te i3 ~ome
panion Jonas, as much was paid, ny rea-.
son of his being in company with the al-
calde. Jonas again forgot the duties of -
camp, the privations of a soldier, the*
petty annoyances of the minor officers:.
Jonas was a gentleman agan.’ L
. They continued their walk up the hilk
towards the copious spring whieh sup-.
plied the town with: water. At 'tlus
time, being near sunset, the :Me.x-lean
women in throngs were. going thither,
each with a huge jar on their heads for
water. . The alcalde inquired if these
did not remind, his complmign of the da-.
scription of the ancient Jewish maidens?
and certainly they didso. . .
They now eame to the fountain, at
which “were hundreds of women and
maidens, and not a man, about.. The

of the United States, and both in their! presence of the alealde prevented any.

qpinign having found the other fully
sapable of answering all such ; the mo-
ments slipped off wnperceived, and the
leaving of the others was forgotten.

- Jonas was highly pleased with the|

Mexican gentleman, and he in turn with
Jonas,especially as the alealde found in
gonversation the. objeet. of the gther’s
visit.: The latter proposed another glass,
¢nd drank to the speedy conclusion of

2o between the two republies of

exico and the United States; then

alarm among them' that “might have
been felt, had the rough American, sol-
dier made his.appearance among them
slone. - R
T'he fountain was bmlt:u% with stone.
A spout of .pure water gushed, ot into,
the basin below, which was reached by
three massive stone steps. The water,
ran off inte a succession of sfone wash-,
ing places, built up about four feet high,
Along down the descent.of these were,
‘many of the women washing, and innu,

!
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nidtable articles of clothing were spread | lingered near, and then at him nagain,

out on the rocks, the bushes, vines and
trees above.
deep gorge of the hills, which be-
cdmes narrower and’ darker as you

agcend,—the lofty tree tops meeting | his heart was broke, and Whth thes

over its center.
"Always anxious to find out the char-
zeter, dis;:osi,tjon, ond doméstic qualifi-
cations of the females of the country,
" s détermined (o improve the oppor-
¢ -y offered while he should remain
! Pueblo, Viego. 8o on the moment
with: these Mexican girls, by his own
Spanish, and by the 2id of the alcalde,
he immediately struck up a lively and
agi'eeab_le conversation,—talked to all
near, —but addressed himself to one
particularly, of the age of about seven-
teen, who had a fine form,—was of me-
dium height, with as beautifal ang ex-
pressive a pair of eyes as could well be
miagined—an open, noble looking fore-
head, a beautiful pair of small lips, with
garly teeth, small feet and ameles :—
?the' author begs pardon for going into
particulars,} delicate hands, and more
than afl, an expressive neatness of man-
ner. and ‘dress, whigh shone in every
disposition of the same, and to every
movement ‘added sush a charm, as
showed that she was gentleness and
affection itself. .

Jonas was delighted with her, and
after ‘many speeches complimentary,
which were answered by maiden blu;g-
es that showed thé richer through the
southern olive tinge of her complexion,
he told her that he had determined to
come to that delizhtful place to remain,
and wished a wife, and that she'met his
idea of beauty 'and of grace more com-
pletely “than any mortal he had ever
seen.  She wag taken surely by the ear-

. nésiness of the soldier: enough &o to an-
swer with oIl sericusness * that he'should
have been a month earlier in his appli-
cation, for she had been married for that
time.”  Jonas’s “ pipe was out,’*

_ At this answer, which was the close|
of a long conversation, the salealde
liughed ; the other women laughed af
Jonas, with a sort of pitying expression,
.and glanced their eyes toward two or

as much as to say, as plainly as eyes

The fountain was in alecould say, *There are some as good;:

unmarried ? L
Jonas, ‘however, had seen epough-—:

expression ““ good evening,” he left the-
fountain with the alcalde, as the setting’
sun/ had just thrown his last beams
across the western extent of the heauti-
ful lake below, the bosom of which
then, from reflection, bore meny bril-/
lianf tinges of red, blue and yellow,
among the green islands. The few:
boats yet out, seen like specks on the
surface, were hurrying homeward—all-
natare was still—not a breath waved the:
foliage of the lofty cocoas and: palms—-
all was ealm and pleasant—all, indeed,
was of that highly beautiful scenery:
that can only be observed near the
tropics. g
Leaving the brow of the hill below:
the fountain, the alcalde and Jonas went-
throngh the streets of the town, toward
the market place, where now all had.
collected in the cool of the evening, to
transact their business, buy their provi-
sions, &e. To the soldier. this scens:
was very interesting, Over the square
before the market house, were numbers’
of men and women, squatted down i
rows; ‘before each was a small squars -
mat, on which was disposed the articles
to sell; lemons in piles, oranges in cart~
loads, pine-apples-in abundance, lettuce:
of size unknown in the United Stafes,
cabbage, wild game, ducks, geese, rab-
‘biis, &e.; rich flowers in abundance,
red-pepper in piles, corn shelled, barley;
and wheat, onions, garden. vegetabley
of every description, and fruits of all
kinds found in the torrid zome; hats;
blankets, calicoes and trinkets, jewelry
and cutlery, and not least, pulgie, 8
Mexjean liquor, in abundance. Manyg
women were making and selling tomales;
a hot peppery mizture of mashed eora
and pork, dotic up in plantain -leaves;
I the market house -was the fresh beef;
all’ cut’ up in strips, from three to six
feet in' length, looking as though they
were made to twist into a rops of beef;
muiton, - pork, wild hogsj or rather pees

flirec others ‘equally pretty, who had

caries, &, dc.

"of age, éach with her reboso, a kind of

-did. - She ' blushed and smiled, " as

+ itwith' vaiious articlés from the piles for

’
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. On the burbstone of the cemented |
sitooth iside-walk were rows of neat lit-
tle-girls, from twelve to fouriekn years

shawl; dravm over her head, and having
% Basket of sweéet cakes before her.
Hach one of these received. a medio, or
picayune; or -a real, or bit, for their
cakés, with great satisfaction ; and one
pretty girl among ther, looked so sweet
it the rough soldier, as he stooped ‘and

urchased one of her nice cakes, that he

ought several large sheots of sweet
bread from her, which, however, he-did
not then know what to do with, save to
return ‘them: to her basket, which he

the others all ‘turned a gratified expres-
sioh - t6' her;” and many times ex-
‘pregsed “hinthas' gracias, senor,” (Mmany
thanks, sir). 'There were many othiexs
also'equally pretty. They were not like
the biatk locking set about Matamoras,
and’the south'of Mexico. The alealde
remarked 1o the soldier that that girl
was' of good family—that her father
had been an officer of rank in the Mexi-
can army,; and died poor, and left her
iother, with several -childfen, depend-.
eft—-that this one now was the stay of-
the sick mother and the younger child-

ren; - This was remarked after they had |

1sft the row, but the soldier on hearing
it, purchasett a large basket, and filled

whle, and had it carried to her, the
sléalde explaining to her that it was the
gift of an American’ soldier to her sick

mother. Talk about gratitude heing

wanting in‘the Spauish" race—there was

more fratitude in'that beautiful: girl's’
- countenatnice ‘than would have been’

e‘kpréasedsb} viords, 'of which, in faet,
ahé spokebut few. The whole transaction’
seémed to'have a corresponding effect
on sl ‘the venders dround, gach one of
wham ireated the girl with ' particular

r?sgec‘t.

ythe crowd’: of women’ and men were
repassing; buying and examining: = It
'was after dark before they' began to
disperse; and then 'many lights were

mong'the various piles ‘and mats,

- At the aléalde’s invitation,: Jonaa
went to his ‘house to spend:the night—
was introduced to his intereating wife;
of Oastiian blood, who spoke: net'a

'wor%of English. - A pretty little:family

of children' he had.: His. -housp,‘{iﬁaa
pretty, -fitted in the Mexitan bstjle;
though many American: arf_jc]es:f of furs
niture, &eo., were srranged 'within. - Ins
stead-of the marbleor iile floor, his way
carpeted “according to ‘our style. - A
likeness of Gen. Washingion ‘hung up
in company- with others—of Tturhide,
Morales, Victoria, and dther distinguishs =

.ed Mexicans, not including however;

Santa Anna, of whom thé 'alealde was
no great 'admiirers: The conversatiof
opehed. upon this, -He spoke of Wash:
ington, of Jacksor, of Clay; of Polk/ -
‘and the present war ; ran‘over'the his-
tory of the troubles in Texas’ spoke-of
Houston, and- then of Santa Anna,
Pavedes, Bravo, Bustamente,’ de.; com-
pared the. situation -and prospects of thé
‘Mexican nation with' that of the United
‘States. Was gt heart opposed - t6 the
‘strong civil power-of the clergy, thotigh
in - prineiplé hé was a true. and"ﬁrn}
Catholic.” Supper: put an end to tlie
conversation, “which had been spirited;
and very dgreehble to our soldier Jonas:
“'he; smupper was served up in the
yard, under an orange tree, 'al?o've :w]nc_h
fine lofty docos-nut trées lifted theit
trunks, without a leaf or-branch, save
the lofty. wide-spreading umbrelia’like |
tops; with the large fruit hangihgin
olusters on the trunk at the roots of the
Teavés above. 'Ihe orange treés’ wére
crowded with blossoms, which Wiffuged
a delightful fragrance. - 7 T
At the supper-table the subjett off
the Mexican laws: and 'niethods -of jus-
fice -was ‘introduced; 'The alcalde’éxs
‘plained- his ‘powers, 'the mode of hid
eléctioni, and the manner of 's'azﬂ’pr;bceled"
ings Yefore him, both eivil ‘and' enmmal
In this, as he was dware that Jonas wad
& dabster at the law 4t home; he Wwas
very particular in his inguiries about thé
laws of the various stites, especially
those ‘relating to the- rights' ‘of - Feal
estate, and as’ they rose from stppert, he
invited Jones to accompany hiny to-'thd

moving on the square, as the sellers took
up their unsold goods: =~ .t . ..

| residence of a Mexican lady, @ widbw;
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who possessed an equitable right to a
large tract of land in the State of Lous
jslana, snd .who had lopg .wished for
pome: information relative to.the method
of sacuring her rights. R
_wFhe. invitation | accepted; the two
wallkred ontin the streets; It was a fine
night, disturbed by nothing save tha
se of -the countless doge who kept up
an universal. uprear, as ihe American,
to them so strangely dressed, passed the
houses and yards, and afler proceeding
through: several streets, they came to
the. residence -of the lady.. After due
peremony, Were. nsheredinto a hrilliant-
ly: lighted :apartment,in which the lady,
with ‘her eldest’ daughter, Angelina, as
she was afterward:introduced, were sea~
ted, with their needles, at embroidery.
Two little girls were also there.
. Jonas, with many bows snd ¢ con-
gees” by the slealde, an exceedingly

polite man, was introduced as a ““law-]

Fexy from the State of Tennessce, of the
United Btates of Ameriea;?” —ahom !
But ap any rate, Jonas wes a gentleman
then; snd forgot all things else.. .
; ~Ehe lady was diguified,: graceful, and
intelligent, Angelina wes beautiful as
one wmight wish o see ;—but when she
spoke.and her pearly teeth were just per-
ceived; ndded to the expression of her
large full black eyes, her beauty was of
no.common appearance. She was not,
tall,-but most gracefully formed,—and
, the soldier gazed wpon her with perfect,
- admiration, while with a timid expres-
gion’, of _curiosity . hut Just discarnible,,
"however, so well was it concealed by
the dignified, bearing of good breeding
and education, she surveyed the guest,
a3, with. g, smile she replied to his.dbser-
yations.  In g fyw moments all restraing,
if. any there. had been, was. removed;
pnd the plealde and the lady conversed,
. rapid Spanish. . iThe words ** Loui-
slanp " and.  Tannessee . could be oc-.
gasiopally distinguighed by Jonas, who,
powexar, had forgot.about the land,-and
¥eog hugy mustering up all the Spanish;
Bawas able; not curing sbout any reg-
wlar conversation, but making such re-
marks a3 his knowledge of the words
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the  continual rapetiifon of -her :smiles,
which were freely given as,shd hecama
intevested in-his. observations and amus
sed undoubtedly at his broken Spanish,,

| though not a trace of ‘her faatures, he,

trayed it, She had a hundred inquiries.
to make rospeoting American ladieg,—
their manners, edugation, and.aseomr
plishments ; she was much pleased with,
the simple manner.of marriage, as rela-
ted to hers Before that she had never,
heard of any methed save the long, com-,
plicated, .and expensive one, of their own,
Iand-* B .. TR Lo ‘
Siill by Jonas was the camp forgot-
ten, and the rough soldier, introduged
into this society, was acting the gallant,
The lady apparently noticing.the pleg-:
sure with which he had entered into the.
conversation, took ;simply_part‘gnqugh to
give it the sanetion of her approbation,-
The alcalde was pleased,-and a couple
of hours passed off delightfully, towaxd.
the ganelusion of which, the Jand busis
ness was mentioned, and Jonag and the,, .’
alealde invited to call on the following.
forengon_to afiend to this—to ses the,
‘papers therewitl connected, and more,
especially wag it insisted upon that they.’
shouid dine there., This accepted, with.
a8 :}m,ch .or more. ¢eremony than that at-
‘their entrance, did they.depart; so many;
smiles and bows did the alealde give, and
Jonas follow,that after the sireet was gain-
‘ed, the latter kept on howing,and, ““cop-:
geeing ” with smiles and serapps; foria.
Jalf & square he thus went. hefore ha
‘could, hring ‘himself to a perpendieular, .
-and the first salutation of 2. bow given
them by-a passer by set him to. going.
again atthe same. But the adventures
;of ‘the gve,ning,wcr;e not yet over. . .,
*..Pussing the, open_deor, of & billiard
room, the alealde spoke of the exgessive.
fondness of the, Mexiean people.for gam-
‘bling of every descriplion; and proffered .
‘to go in, and followed by Jonas. he. pro-
ceeded into the crowded room. Ashe.
was bearing his gold headed. tasseled -
cang, the **Baton de. Justigis,” or.
hadge of bis office, be was treafod with, *
marked defarence as he firsh entered Yy,
the crowd of as surly Jopking. devils as-

would, allow. ;. and,_asking Angelina. for:|,

- T . - - Yl
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ever Jonds looked vipon,—who -ther in
turn durveyed the Arderican with any
thibg but pleasantooks. They sdowled
shone‘another; their faces black encugh
any . way, were' more- 5o, a5 thay thus
confronted gach other, and muttered 'ex-
clamations of- <“curajo’’: { pronounced var-|
rahwhoo; a-curse: ,)]]‘ ¢ Americapo” The
soddier saw:in a moment what company.
he had got into, and knew that ai that
time of night his, life’ wad nol worth &
« baubee.’” if he shewed the least symp-
tons of uncasiness.: He was aware that
be was the only Amerigan in fown, or
within reach.  There weve aboui thirty
Mexicans in the roont. Some were bet
ting with the dealer gtmontd; something
like faro,—others were playing: at bil-
liards,~—but the 1most avere! sauntening:
round, and as the couple thus entered,
these immediately collected into groups,
talking low to each other; and looking at,
the, American sidewaya:. A shade of so-
Licitude passoil overi the. fave: of the al-
ealde, but not: ovér thab of the soldier.:
his left Hand was in his‘pockes. as he en-

terdd-—his revolver, alacedwthere previ- | p

éus to starting after Gen. Clos the even~
tug befgre, was still there ;- he knew that
the eaps. were good and thefire sure,—
fn.the breast.of his uniform wes.a good
bowte-knife, and on bis right side was a

‘small, Leen, sitver -sheathed divk,. or

rather poinard, which had been a pres-.
ant from, Tennessee, .. - . co

. He. had arms encugh to -settle the
matter far a half dozen of them, but was
by.no means anxious ta begin. the strife
sgaingtsuch odds.  'The. dress, the mud
on it the. fact clearly.sden, that some
had command over the others; in an in-
atant:flashed the impression on the sol-
dier's.mind {that they were ' scouting
party of Gencral.Uos’s command.  This
olik- tow, sefiarated by four miles of wa-
tep.and islands frem: Tampico, they could,

approach.in the night, find out what they|

sauld with regard to the Amerigan move-
mients; and pick wp any single sqldiers or
couples they might find. - - - . " .
+..Thisreonclusion was the work of an-in-
spant with Jonas; an attempted vetreat

* would: have: brought. sure, deathon the || =7

spok;,. nor even: could the alcalde have

(L

taken as quickly., - Ie made a low bow
to all, with the.salutation of buenps tar-,

walked directly up to the monte tabld
amid those! ihare, and: threw. down a
half doflar on a card of which he knew
not the name:or the number: * At the
' same motent with the expression muyche
bueno, (very good, ). he appeared highly
pleased; at thus.finding & monte bank,
and speaking as though he was only ang
of many there, ha addressed the alealde,
‘requesting him to send dovm to the boats
‘and give Dr. F.’s. compliments to Major
Pugtle, Oaptaing, Hunt-and Shelby, and
Lieutenants, Grant and Smith, and tell
‘thean ihad there was a monle bank there
epen, and also to jnform the major that
'there was.gn empty building there to
which he had beiter march the detachs
ment than. to. put the tents up on, the:
beach, and that the cavalry company
eould get forage for their horses there.
The alealde pn the.instant; seizing the,

thority. ordered a.man, one of the towng-
cople, 1o go: delivering this, message to
him in full in Spanish, which, as may be
‘supposed, attracted the attention of the
whole crowd ;—they glanced at the As'gi-_;
'dier, who was. gpparently paying no at-
‘tention to them, but who having Inckily,
won a half doliar on bis bet, was pick-
ing up his two with & loud Jaugh, and
‘then requesting the alealde to-tell the
man to hurry before the iroaps gat their
tents up, be bet again, - This,gddi@onar
message was called out by the:alcalde
as the Mexican had slready got to the
.door.. . The effect was such as might be
'supposed ; the room was clearedin ¢ 1;‘:;6‘}3._
than. no time,”” and the. rapid sound of
footsteps going in ﬂae.up}ﬁasite direction
from: Uie Bbank, could be b ‘

‘ole party were off. for their Lorses seere-
ted outh, . . LT .
ke, alealde tonching thie soldier, wit
bis cané, the latter hating agal

isaid with a bow 'to’ the’ dealer, |

| would go down himse]f fo the ben

bow, the twa ;léft,.,

et

iy FEERE noc L 3
~Moxican playing cards havé not the Fices of

“at

saved.him. ;| Higresolution of action was
[

atire.  Théy ore stamped with exowsis, elishs; hote

sen, &e., &e. .0 R

dis, sefiors !-.gded. evening, sirs,). and -

iden, looked around, and with much an- -

eard.; the Whe.

‘infoxm :the offigers, snd with yét andther

k
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* Not a  word was now spoken by
either till two squares had ‘been rapidly
passed, and the 3‘a1calde‘s\'h0u‘se was in
view. ) ' .

- «'Battor,” said he, as he slackened his

walk-——" Lo L
"+ Those fellows are far away now, ri-

d‘ihg as though the devil was after them.

You were never born to be killed in this

war,” he continued ; < let us walk slow,

how."” s :
4 Why do you think s0?* said the

soldier. , ‘ o ‘ .

" «Betause,” replied the alealde, * you

cannot be placed in more danger than
ou were to-night. I know those fel-

i‘)ﬁv‘s. Their captalt, oné [gnacie Lacon,
is & perfeet cut-throat. They belonz to

General Cos’s force down here. - They

Kave'kept out of this place for four or

fivé weeks, and this is the first time they

have been in since the Alabama eompa-
nies who were over here have been with-
drawn. 1 had no idea,” he continued,

“as we entered  there, of theit being
ibout.. You took = good method to

start them, and nothing else would have

gaved you: the cowardly scamps wanted
to save themselves, and now they are ri-
ding s though the trobps were in reality
fri pursuit of them. " Major Tuttle, Cap-~
tain Munt, and the troops just landing,

. and -wanting barracks,” he continued,
laughing, < are there any such men ?
"« Nol all fictitions,~—~made for the oc-
casion,” said Jonas. .

" b« Better, still,” said he. ¢ But here
wo are, and you are safe again,” said he,
as hé opened the gate of the stone wall
overhung by the lofty cotoa trees—and'
entering,” closed and fastened it, and
passed into the house by a private way,
and now they weére in & peaceful room.
He' called his wife'Rosalia, and'speaking
fo her, soon fine brandy and'eldsses weré

Jaced upon the table; Yomo algo,” (take
gomiething, ) said he in. Spanish, and’ as
the glasses weré filled, ‘he contiftued in

English— = . 7 T
© ¢ Aré yon armed 9 ¢
* The soldier replied by taking his wea-
ons from his person and laying them on

the table before him. The number of

shots. o be fired, together with the

HE
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i My G—d, welliprepursd,” sdid he,
“ but. that would hot have saved you
though at first you might have killed.os
disabled 'several, but ihey all had arma
under their korongos, and their cscopettes

‘tand lariats were not far off.’* « I ig

well,” he continued, as he:sat musing;

it would have got me intora hot place
with Gen. Patterson ; and if in the mean
time you had killed any of them, it would
higve been-équally disastrous to me from
my own people, for T accompanied you
there. Take somemore,” he continued,
“¢¢ of this brandy ; I'sent to New Orleans
for it six years ago,’”-and taking another,
'the two, still * ¢ool- as cucumbers” en~
tered into 4 conversation:to which the
events ‘of-the eveming hnd given . rise
An aceount-of the Captain Ignacio La-
con, who had run awiy on_the false
alarm, led to another by the aldalde of

the captain’s ‘ecomradg, General Cos, in
which' his private history was given, his
military capacity - explamed, and: infor-

mation given which might-have been of.
some use t0.the commanding general of3
the American’ army -at: that time j-and
finally the whole military establishment
of the Mexican nation was rather se«
‘verely eriticised by the Mexican, and
‘many inquiriés made respecting the reg<

ular army of the United States, the dia-~
cipline of the volunteer forces, the milis
tia system, dre., &e. It was now after
‘11 ¢’clock ; the conversation nigh{ have

been moré extended, but the soldierwas

petting sleepy: to tell the truth, he had

he could ‘stand up to; enough id'faet to
have made: thres 'men in’the «quiet’ of:
private life perfecily intoxicated : lbut-in
the stirring, exciting scenek of camip, the
case is different. [t ‘would*astcﬂisﬂ ohg
to know how mueh one soldier thus sit-
uated can' take “with> impunity.’  Jonas
had drank on the river; on thel;
the city of* Towipice, in the town-of old
Tampico, and thew singe e had conie in
from the monte’ table liad taken tweo
more. - He was getting sleepy ; his st

anos ala coma, Sefior, (let us gotd dlbep)
-and leading the way into anoiher aparts

knife, astonished the alcalde. .

\'ment firiely furnished, he'laid dowi.the

“if they had killed youin my presence;

taken during the day as much brandy.as .

g‘ﬂf.in .

perceived:it, and Tisig remarked. * bam~ -
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light and with 3 bow, ahd ¢ Juenos' no-
ches;” (good might,} he left. - Jonas sat
down for a few moments : thought as he’
looked &t the fino bed and fhe ‘splendid
apartment, of the contrast hetween thet
sp rich, so quiet, and so roomy, to the lit~
tlé; contracted, noisy tent in which he
reposedithe night before. With an ex*
clamation of gratification, and an entire
ignorande and carelessness of whatmight
be the events of the morrow, hé threw
himself upon the bed, and in the still-
ness of the night soundly slept, and in’

bis dreams was again at home ; and so

¢nded with sleep this third scene, and
with his'waking, on the next, & beauti-
ful morning, we will pass on to |

SCENE FOURTH.

* Jonas had slept soundly ; in the morn-
ing-when he awoke, the sun had already
risen ahove the lofty ** Mira,” and was
shining down upon the beautiful town.
The alealde coming into the room had-
awakened him, snd a servant brought a
small cup of strong coffee ; after taking’
this our soldier rose, and paid more at-"
tention than usual to his toilet: for he
remembered that he was again to meet
the lovely Angelina. As breakfhst,
which the alcalde tock In American
style, was to be late, the latter pro-
posed to the soldier to visit' some beau-
tifiel gardens in the vicinity of his house.
His own garden, though extremely beau-
tiful, wouild not compare with some oth-
ers there, he remarked ; andthe two kept
their way along the streets; preeted most
politely by men, women an'd childretias
they passed. " The garden of a wealthy
merchant of Tampico, Don Pepe Posa~
das, was the finest, and indeed the only

one “visited, for Jonas could Have spent’

hours and days in‘that delightfil retreat.

The beiiuty ‘of this exeélled any thing|

that he had ‘¢ver ‘before witnessed. A
young; fair looking Mexican received
tlieit 4t 'the aréhed stone gite, anid with
rreat ‘attention eonditcted them throuch

its large extént it was divided by walks,

fringed with a beautiful plant whose flow-
ers were-as fragrant as beautiful. . Part
of the extent thus divided was but n thick
gtove of orarige and banyap trces, the lat-

ter setiding from itd branelies new stems

|treat. 'L red
‘| den- was distributed over an artificial’
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and “frunks’ dowaward, The shade of -
this was impervious to the rays of the -
suri ; underthisshade werestone bénthes
with backs of theé same ‘material, witk'
grassy elevated plats about them, and on!
pillars near stood marble statues of Hebe'
with her cup, Venas with Cupid, Ceres,’
and Pan, with his pipe. * These statuey
were arringed’ within the grove emeir-
cling the lattice-work summer’ house;
throtigh the grove in thrée sparkling riv-"
ulets, over beds of shell, ran 4 branch’
of pure 'water,—mimic falls were here
and there made so thaf'a continun} mur-'
raur roge on the ear, lnlling those to'sleep!
who might sit-within the delightful re~
The water as it entered the gar-'

marsh, in which were water plants of the'
richest foliage, most luxuriantly loaded’
with gaudy flowers of the larpest sige:
after having flowed in a thousand un-

seen channels throngh this, it was ‘col-
lected by a shell bagin, in the cenfer of ;
which'was an artificial pile of moss-cover-

ed rocks, surmounted by alarge shelving :
one, on which was a statue of Dianal
bathing. " Laige numbers of gold fish,
and a silver looking slender fish of an~
other species, and spotted trout, and here
and there others for variety, perch and’
chubs, were in this large, eircular basin;
The gardener remarked that as many as
there were, they! requiréd but little feeds*
ing, for the water running: throvgh-the’
luxuriant, close growih of the marsh,

brought {o them Insects and food wearly:
sufficiens.’ ~Over the fount as it Jeft the-
bastn, 'was & light stone bridge of soms’
five feet span, thd arch of which waa

closed by a stout wire soreen, to prevent:
the escape of the fish. From s liitle’bé-’
low the ‘bridge the water being divided:
into the thrée¢ branches, wis meander--
ing througl the grove, enclosing, how-’
ever, two beds before it arfived there.-
These beds were crowded with talips,’
the largest that Jonas had ‘evel 'deen,!
ahd the fikestflower's of spécies unknown’
to hiny'; after passing through the grove;’
thestresms retitiited, enclosing twa other:
similay beds, and then ran under anoth-:
er-bridge,.over which: passed the main’
averue of the garden - Then it agains

flowed into & bagih like thé fdrmier, bt}
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the statue there in the center was of old
:Qfgptune, -with his trident, his Heren] ean:
limbs and heayy beard.. After leaying
this the stream was divided into many,
branches, which ran through a mjmie for-
est in which all ornamental trees were
.growing thickly together, with nooks and
close. retreais, and sharp corners in the,
paths and recesses, unseen from each
other, with flowering vines running over.
the seats within. The same sound, of
murmuring water was heard from. all
these retreats, and as at the request of,
the alealde, the attendant, an excellens
ﬁﬂrformer on the guitar, went back to g,ét.
is instrument, the two sat down in one
of the delightful recesses. "The garden-.
.gr, on returning, went into another, and
he Jas mot seen in his approach nor
while he played and sung a Spanish song
of which Jonas understoodmot one word,
but the music of which was delightful to
his ear,—more so from the sifuation
fl;om which it was given, and in.which
it was heard.. He played again.a soft
and most plaintive air.  Then ceased,
and leaving his guitar, again joined his
visitors, who caried away with the sweet
melody, now sat in breathless silence.
Beyond the grove the water was con-
ducted. in various little clianvels along.
through lofty bananas to prother succes-
sion of flower beds, and then into still an- |
ather. basin: but in that, jnstead of a
statue, was but a simple dolphin. | The
bottom of this hasin was like the, others,
of white shell and golden colored sand.
Beyond, this, the high stone, wall closed
the.scene: this wall in all of itsextent,
around was thickly overgrown with al-
ternately ivy, grape, and then flowering
viges,,  In the rear of the garden, wag
enclosed -from view a more- extensive,
summer house with bathing . hquses,
dressing closets, and a retired Lsuite of
roams well farnished with plain byt am-
ple furniture for convenience of the fap-
ilieg visiting,. > -
1 The soldier would not have been tired
with.a view for’ bours of the large and
delightful, gardons, — but, the breakfast
hour, ageording 19 the alcalde’s asser-
tion, had amrived, and accepting two
splendid boguets that the attendant had

,.]a& the garden of Pepe* Posados, and
went. up to the house of the. alealde,
‘Breakfast, was forgotten by the soldier in
.admiring the beauties presented to hig
'view in the balmy, delightful morning.
Jonas took his breakfast like < a while
man,” and afterward walked with hia
‘host up the Iofty ¢ Mira,” from the top
of which, seated at a rude rancho, with
plenty of pulque brought by the polite.
owner of the same to drink, and firs
rate cigars to smoke, they sat in quiet
and looked ‘down on the most beautifn)
and comprehensive view that the soldies
had ever witnessed : for s city in the dis-,
tance, a winding river for many miles,
-dotted with ships and steamers far below.
him, a lake like a sea, and islands of en-
chanting béauty—=a large town, venera-
ble and beautiful, at his fest far below:
the blue sea on the rear, snd an imposin
pile.of distant mountains far over the lake
on the other hand ; {he encampment of
an army,—the busy trade of commerco
—agriculture theugh rude, yet busy,—
the minor frade of a thousand boats,—
ail at once were before his vision spread
out like a vast animated map,—a singu-

1 lar expression, but the only one that can

c_omref,the idea. S

Still the alealde: and Jonas smoked,
looked, and puffed again. The former.
had abserved the view a thousand times,
but he remarked that the encampment
of the American army and the cobse-
quent increase of shipping and business
of every description,. with the several,
stéamers plying on the river below, gave,
a life to the beautiful scene which had
never heen seen before, nor would be’
shortly agaim. . T

The soldier. lopked ,with earnestness.
and delight upon.the wide scene, which.
to him appeared like an earthly paradise,”
He thought of, wha this counfry might
be made had it an enterprising, intelli-
gent, industrious: population.. ‘The al-

{calde  leaning his chin.upon, his ‘gold

headed, staff, surmised his thoyghts, and
making same observations on the beauty.

L }

what hike * Diek * for Richard: but the:note.made.
at the time by the author of.the owner's t}‘?ite chris-
tened ditma was lost st Vers Cruz, snd it'iF hare:

prepared, with a small gift to him, they:

inseridd s the-alinide oatled bim, © Papatt. ;i

- ample of the Americans might be pro-
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of the stenery of his cowitry, and want | {he three Ténnessed-regiments together,
of ‘intelligence of its people, coneluded | :Among the officers and most of the pris
with the lmpe expressed, that it might yet | vites-of that battalion, no such feeling |
be better with them,~-lioped that the ¢x* | was entévtained, but among these it exs
isted strongly. a ‘ IR
* Jonas $eeing that he éould do no good,
retired ‘from them, and one at the same
instant picked dp a stone and threw it at
the couple walked slowly down toward | the nearest Mexican who was listening.
the town, and through that on to the|tothe'alcalde: - 'Thissiriking bhim onthe
beach and thelake, As they approached | cheek, floored him, cutting his face se-
the beach they saw a crowd thete, andj verely. The alealde, af this act, became
heard a confused noise arising therefrom, | exceedingly angry, and in a loud voice

ductive of ‘advantage, &e. "The Mexi-
can rihehero again appéared with more
pulgue * # another pglass was taken, and

. the, Mexicans all fell back, and leli the

“the boatman, but heat him ‘and his com-

. to the'same regimentthatthey did. The

* Pem pronckinced Pa.pe; it o nickuatho somse:

and on a]t))proacl'ﬁng nearer saw 1 fight | ordered the erowd to seize the men and

glo‘ing on hetween some of the townspep-
¢ and some Amorican soldiers, ~ The

g'urried on. - At the voice of the alealde

three Americats, who as Jonas hurried
to them, hie found were in a state of in-
toxichtion, and as abusive as men could
well be. They were three complete row-
‘dies, and i 'this’ instance by their own
tale, Jonas found they +were wholly in
the wrong : having bired a Boat to bring
them over, and not only refused o pay

panion severely on their insisted demand,
‘and Had, then thrown a junk bottle at a
‘woman near, the force of which upset
her in the water where she had been
washing' cori. They also, had 'been
struck with stones thrown at them after-
ward, and in a few moments must have
‘heen stabbed by the infuriated erowd.
Jonas joined thém, determined, if possi-
ble, to prevent them from being more in-
jured, while' the alcalde grdered all the
isturbers fo teave. The soldler’en-.
deavored to quict-the men, but was' in-
quired of by one in his drunken manrer,
to what regiment he belonged, and then
cursed by all because he did not belong.

‘battalion (Baltimore) to which these
‘chaps belonged, had ever since the bat-
‘tle of Monterey, taken-—(among many 6f
“theése were low characters recruited out
"of the stréets and afleys of Baltimore, )—
a dislike to the first Tennesiee infaniry,
“and in their ignorance they confounded.

”"o\g\li uor, The juica. of the magney plant, an
: ‘enpfr‘xioﬁ% 3Srn'l.arin»,r_3I aloe, fermented. Sée *Tiwelve

tie them, put them in a boat and cdrry

them over to Tampico'; not to-hurt them;

but to deliver them to the guard at the
whairf. ‘Whether the Mexicans have any
courage or not, these, thongh nnarmed,
jumped on the three, andin less time than
it takes for the writing, they were fast]
und in léss than five minutes more, they
were in a boat going back te Tampico ag
fast as they had come. . '
- Confound these chaps : they got Jonag
into o deuse 6f ‘a sérape afier they had
gone, for' their threats of coming back
‘with their battalion, &e., 10 burn the
town, were loud and frequent, and ag for
Jonas bimself, although he had endeave
orad to ‘act ag a-friend to them,: they
threatened him << with the d—~me—d—-st
thrashing that he ever got, the d—mwqg
Tennesseean.” One of the threats was
worth 'as .mich as the other, and both
were idle enough, == but the people did
notthink so. - They erowded around the
alealde; fearful of the threatened visit.
The alealde spplied to Jonas. The sol-
dier told him -that there ‘was not the
‘stightest reason for alarm : that the men

- were,socompletely underthe influence of
Heuior that none of them would know
when they became sober any thing about
it that instead of returning, they would
‘be fortunate if they escaped confinement
‘in the guard ‘house for's week or more,
and that it wad rionsenbé'to think of their
inducing their comrades to come overin
sufficient numbers to perform their idle
threats : that even could they get enough °
to promise se to du, they would ot have
the face 1o come. But, that if the peo-
plo were alarmed éntdugh' to, quit therg,

- Manths* Volunteer," plapfa, pege 4. .

e might write 4 nste to Colonel Gates,
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the military commander of the city, and
inform him. of the circumstance,—the
alarm of the people, and request a. guard
to be.stationed there. The alcalde liked
this idea very much, and insisted upon
Jonas writing the note, which the solsier
did to -the above effect, and signed the
name of the alealde to it, directed it to
Colonel Gates, and it was sent off by an-
other boat, which, from the manmer in
which 1t was pulled, must have arrived
&t Tampico before the other. '
~ This serape, as Jonas and the alcalde
both thought, was now ended, and it
being 11 o'clock, the two went to the
store where they had first met on the. day
previous ; there they took a pull at the
seven year old brandy, and them went
. to see about the Louisiana land spoken
of the preceding evening. The Jady, and
the beautiful Angelina, were ready for
“their. recoption. The latter appeared
more ‘beautiful to the soldier. than .on
the evening before. Refreshments were
passed round in the first place. A table
stood pear, and on .it-were-the, papers,
to which Jonas directed: his attention ;
while the lady, the alealde, and Apge-
lina were engaged in a spirited conver-
sation. The case was simple and clear;
her. right was incontestible, and bui.e
few moments were requisite for Jonas to
put her on the more proper track, and
write for her a letter to an attorney in
New Orleans. She was delighted,-and’
the soldier was no less so, for he obtain-
ed some of Angelina’s sweetest. suiles,
£ he announced the result of his inves-
tigations. -More respect, if possible, was
paid to the soldier than préviously.

Al Jonas was a gentleman then, of
‘tha “upper ten,” sure. - A correspond-
ing degree of affubility, condescension,
-and professiénal ease, came over hiin,
~—ahem! He had already, from secing
the alealde bow so much, assumed
himself 2 continual congéing ; ‘he bowed
-and bowed; until he really . thought he
would never be able again to bring him-
self to the immovable soldier’s position.

‘While.the alcalde and Senora B-——

ain became interested in a new point
-with-relation to the circumstances under
whioch her former. busband had been
induced to visit New: Qrleans, and pur-
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chase: this property, with a view of
removing. his family thither, fonas, not
listening to them, wag dilating largely
to Angelina upon the extreme heauty
and fragrance of the flowers he had seen
in the garden of Don Pepe Posadas, as
before mentioned. . The Spanish maiden
remarked that that garden was rather
more costly than any other in the town,
but that she had some peculiar varieties
of flowers which Don Pepe -had not, and

corridor of the maunsion to see them.

~ The couple left the room that thus
opened upon the corridor; which, was
‘on the second story, and ran around
three sides of the interior square, or
paved courtyard. Tt was supported by
stone pillars, and in turn supported its
roof by like pillars, but with orna-
mented capitals. The floor was of large,
perfectly smooth, square tile. A mas-
sive balustrade ran aronnd, on the top

row of flower -pots, extending round
the three sides, or the full length of the

row was placed on the tile floor against
the balustrade ; and there were nearl

as many in this as the other. ' The bac

of the square was open to the view of
the lake ; a stone wall of ten or twelve
feet in hight, ran from one wing of the
building to the other; in the center of
the Waﬁ was an arch gateway leading

as well as against the strong foundations
of the wings of the buildings, the clear,
deep water of the lake murmured in its
gentle waves. Along the top of the
wall were placed two bristling rews of
iron spikes, and pieces of broken glass
between, thickly set in, cement, t6 pre-
vent any one from climbing the wall. " A
henvy gate closed the outlet to the pier,
while under an arch made, in the right
wing of the building Angelina informed
the soldier was kept floating in its own
element & preétty boat, used only by the
family ; for, this place, in the water
fraveling habits of the people, was al-
most a second Venice. '

The extent of the visign over thiw
beautiful lake, and its delightful iglands,

has heen mentioned and repeated ;. but

invited Jonas to walk upon the inner

of which, fitted to receive them) werx a.

corridor; and noi only se, but another -

out upon a square pier, against which,
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4he goldier was never Weary of . viewing
At.now it came upon him' in ‘comnection,
with other beauties. *. This.was beauti-
ful ' in one ®ense; the.flowers were
“beantiful in yet another ; and in:another
still, and best of all, to the American,
Angelina was the moré besutiful, the
more- attractive, the chief object of
attention ; for the lady had a sout filled
with. lofty econceptions and power of
mind, but with them, = depth of feeling
and afféction: that could -be seen in-Fer
eyes, heard in her words, and’noticed in
her every action. So, while the soldier
.admired the scenery of the lake, and
admired the beauty of the flowers, he
admired her the most of all ; and while
‘he extended his hands; pointing out to
the distant green' islands, so sweetly
reposing on the bosom of ‘the .water,
with the towering palms rising above.it,
1t wag only to gain from her remarks of |
assent, and smiles of approbation: and
:while -he admired and praised the ex-
Areme .beauty and fragrance of her
Bowers, so new to him, it was only to
‘meet the gratified expression that besam-
ed from her cyes. Taking a rose just
‘blooming from. a luxuriant bush in’the
room, the American presénted it to the
maiden. It was accepted with & deep
blush mantiing her check, and a-bud
just opening was returned to him.

~. In the pleasuré of her company; lie

. forgot-all else. The maidens of home

were. banished from his mind ; though
the ‘soidier before, through. {hie whole
eampaign, had been pretty faithful to
theirremembrance. For nearly an hour
dig they walk the corridor, or' leaning
near the flowers, talked of attachment
sind-love ; or gazing atthe slender boats
ak they went and came over the lake,
ot were.advgncing far outi: - Another
meeting was asked by the soldier, and
granted; and’ a - gdiling - party . in -the
iboat; 40 one of the islands, was promised
%y Angelina. The -dinner hour had
wrrived, and they were joined by the
Biehlde and Senora B——n, the mother.
The alealde smiling, said. in-English, to
ake soldier, as they wete-starding close
#0.-Angelina, ot a pilar, - -1 G
¢ /This will haidly be your last visit
here, Sefior. Do you think the.ladies

of our place so interesting; that yow ean
spend no time with the gentlemen 2. .
.. This question confused Jonas, so ds to-

cause the color to rise to his facejds
‘well as to that. of the lovely Angelina,
who knew thé purport of the remark,
by its instantanecus effect, though she
understood not a word of the sentence.
Rosalia foo, her 'sister, about iwelve
years old, a beautiful little girl, hanging
to her mother’s arm, looked at the

confused, and addressing her mother,
said in Spanish, .
“The American’s eyes are so-blue,
so pretty, I-could sit and see him smile
all the day.” ¢t ‘
The remark cansed both mother and -
the alcalde to laugh, and Jonas, glad of
the opportunity to turn the conversation,
to' insist wpon- heing told what the
remark was, not knowing thai it ‘was
about hire. The mother looked. at Re-
salia, who cried out, putting her hand
playfully on her mother’s lip, who'was
.beckoning: assent to the alealde to tell
Jonas in English, “ no, no, dear mother,
don't tell him ;* but the alealde related -
it, which confused the soldier and Ange-
lina ‘more than ever; the latter lookeil
a8 though she thought that theéy might
suppose her faste gimilar to Rosalia’s, -
from the length of time that had elapsed
since she had left the room, simply to
show the soldier the lowers. . The embar-
rassment of both, however, wits removed
somewhat, by the announcement of
dinner, to:which -al] immediately. pro- -
-oceded, The dinner was in true Mexi-
.can style. Course succeeded to-course,
.more ‘than a dozen -in number. - The
dishes were many of them: entirely new
to the American, and all- were so' hot
'with red - pepper, seasoned to' their-uni-
versal siyle, that the soldier was puzzled
m'keeg the tear from starting in Kiga eye,
excited by the burning pepper.iThe
wines were excellent~the conversation
wai spirited, and. the time -prolonged.
", Now leaving the soldier thi in such
company, and.‘so.well ‘situsted at the
table opposite to the eharming Angelina,
et us, in- imagination,: pass over’ the |
‘water,- and motice one trensaciion in

' Tartpico, and another in the camp; ench

soldier, as he thus was for an instant. .
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.of whicl, Rad an immediate eﬁ’ept:f'upnn‘

the situation of Jonas - Cowl
. ‘The first’ is Tampicd.- .~ The two
~hoats had arcived there;~—the drunken
.men wire deliveted io:the office¥ of:
the guard, with-the alcalde’s méssage,
and-they were instantly mareheéd ap tof
the guard howse and confined within
its gtoomy ‘cells. The note written in
the alealde’s name by Jonas, was deliv-
ered to eolonél Gates, who immediately

ordered a regular lieutenant to thke a |,

sergeant, corporal,-and iwenty men, and

in two boafs, to go to Puebla Vigjo, |
end diligently search that place, arrest- |

ing ‘any soldier: thére, who was without
a written permit-in military form. - The
. lieutenant: and "his .guard immediately
‘started. When leaving the wharf, the
“harbor master, Clifton, by name,  who
held his office by ‘appointment of the
commander, pfoposed to.aceompany the
lisutennnd, and did so. The boatsidepayi-
ed fram. Tampico during the fime that
-Jonas wvas on - the corrider. with the
beautiful Angelina, as before déscribed.
.80 —leaving them, rapldly passing over
:the ‘beautiful water, ..the soldiers inl each
-boat all being regulars, All sobeér, and
dn -full - military , discipline, the glancing
:rays: of ithe sun reflected from their
.bright muskets, while a small American
Mflag. streamed: out from thé stexn of
.each.boat,~let us for a moment glance
-8t the edmp in the immediate company
to. which Jonas belonged, and notice the
other transaction: referred to. . -
~ +i.On the evening previons, the company
-having got. through their sleeping, and
.gambiing, were ordered out {0, evening
roll call. ¢ he line was unusually. full;
no.ope was on the sick list ; -no .one was
.apparenily. absent. . The. lieutenant .in
command- Jeaned on his sword, while
Jthig:orderly sergeant taking ot his book,.
Jgemmeénced the roll; calling the names.
.ofi'the captain, lieutenants, sergoants,
qorporals, wnd then the leng list of
,privates,.whu stood, shoulder to shoulder
Ammovable ;- Wi, H. Axtel, ¢ here,”
-was the response;. Wm. N, Anderson,
“here ;” Luke Burr, *heréi” Jonas L.
.Brown, ‘here;” Jonas Brown, here;”

‘Wmn. H. Dewberry (the horse cracked

Fechare,” ¢ here ¥ + here;” much fo the
‘gratification-of . thie first: licutenanty 4ill.
eame down ' t6!" Jonas’s . name; . Georgs

O Frormir,'wani:called out ; -of course
10 answar! was: given, for Joras was far
away then, | Georde ;0. F-—r, was
repenteéd by the .orderly, .in a . loudér
‘voide j—-noanswer. -George €. F T,
slibuted he, still lpuder,—no answer yet,
and the pdneil was lifted 40 put down
the eross-marke. » . - L0 T

‘“ Where 18:F———r.1 ” called the first
lientenant.. el

F* Does any one know 2 - . ¢

: % Gone to old Tampico,! cdlled out
the one who had accompaniedliim to the
boats. . .7 . 0 T L

The lieuténant’s countenanee fell, for
Jonas wag not.much of . a favorite with
him,nor he imdurn with Jonas, The
toll wis finished, and the line dismissed.

The' licutenant walked to the captain's
tent. < o e, g
.~ All present, sir, except F——t, ‘he
has ‘gone to: old Tampico: las he a
Perit ?n B . s .

-, ¢4 All vight,”’ said the captain; he has
liberty,~—he will be baclk presently.’”
~ ~On dispensing-to-the tents the forage
already drawn the night before, the: phi-
losopher, Ingram, remarked; .l

1+ By shot bags,” a favorite expréssion
of his, .§* Jonas has gene ta old Tampien)

for his book:". We must féod: lishorse
for him; for by. shot I know him;and he
had as Hef stay overthere all night as

s0.saying-he tookJonas’s forage bagaud
-well fad thehdrse, while another brought
him bay, &e. . . Lt e

. 'The philosopher was right, for Jonas
did not malke his appearance. Thenight

'sleeping ‘army, and:ihe rolls of every
company were agein called preparatory
'to the morning drill, and evolutions on
the plain.; the same seene pocurred as of
the evening before ; Jonas’s messmates
‘had sgain fed bis horse as they did their

awn, and had taken their places in rankis;

thé nanies zun down the roll ; Jonas was
again three times loudly called, ~and

. genius), ““here;” and so on; it was

il

‘another! evose went down opposite -
name. 0 .

!
o
iatd

He will be back with. a bushel of notes -

not, i he can get any.items by it,”* and .

passedi away.. The reveille ronsed the
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t *Hag fot F—r yet grot back ?” de-
manded the lieutenant, :
« His messmates answered in the neg-
ative.  The roll was finished; the com-
pany was formed in ranks, marched to
the plain, and dritled for an hour, and
dismissed, The captain was busy, as on
the evening before, in making cut the
pay rolls. The licutenant entered the
margquee, | -

. < Captain Sneed, F-—r has not yet
returned.” '

The captain was uneasy, but thinking.
that perhaps he had remained in town on
his return, he réplied,

“Well, he will be back presently,”
and went on with lis writing, at which
hé was soon so engaged that Jonas was
forgotten,”

_. The morning passed away,—the fore-
noon regiment parade was over,— the
duties were through, — when again the

‘time of roll call arrived, and was gone

through with, and a third eross was put
at Jonas’s nhme, and again the lienten-
aft reported his continued absence. The
eaptain laid down his pen:

“This must be looked into.. There
are large parties of General Cos’s scouts
on the other side of the river, as infor-
mation was received today, of which Col,
Thomas told me a little while since’; they
may have picked F—r up. I fear they
have. Send sergeant Matoon here. In
a momens the sergeant appeared, an ill
looking fellow, between whom and Jonas

“was a hearty hatred, caused in the first

ploce by the meanncss of ' the non-&om-
missioned officor in a transaction at Little
Rock, Arkansas, in the first part of the
campaign,
. " Bergeant,” said the captain, ¢ F—r
went lo old Tampico yesterday, and
has not returned, and I fear that he has
been killed by the lancers whowere lurk-
ing about yesterday in that ncighbor-
bood. Take six men with your carbines,
and go over there and see if you can hear
any thing of him. I am fearful that he
is killed or-made prisoner ; here is two
dollaiy which will pay for your boat.”
Away went the sergeant to get his
men, delighted with ihe opportunity of

Eoin‘ﬁ with & guard te ald Tampico ; for
e

d lové to show himself, and more
i
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delighted fo have such a chance at
Jonas, whom  as he had himseclf treate
ed meanly, and then been afraid to
acknowledge it when the author of. the
transaction was called for, he now re~
garded with a perfect hatred. )

“ Captain,”” said a tall handsome look-
ing young man by the name of Walion;
who had dressed himself mp that day,
“Waon't you let me go with them ?

“Yes, Jue, you may go.” '

“But I want to swell a little, and as-
tonish these Mexicans; won’t you lend me
your old wuniform coai and one of your
swords and sash, and let me go with
them, but not in the squad. I want the
Mexicans to call me ‘ captain:’ I want
to hear how it will sound.” S

The captain laughed and assented,
and Walton was soon in the boat with
the red sash and the. officer’s sword.

“ Now,” said the eaptain, ** if you are
caught shamming the officer, yon will
get into a bad box; but don’t bring' my -
name in.” F )

#No; sir! Captain, I can carry i
through,’ said Walton, as he touched his
cap with & very military air, which made
the captain snort with Jaughter. -

“Well,” said he, ** go along.””” .

By this time sergeant Matoon, in all
the dignity of petty office, looking as
though the fate of nations hung upon his
actions, had brought up his squad of six |
men, and halied them in front of the cap-
tain’s marquee, and the latter and Wal-
ton stepped out. At the sizht of Joe
in the captain’s old wnifurm, and his
pompous air assumed, the whole guard
laughed, at which Joe made them a mili-
tary salute, and the captain joined the
roar. _

. “Joe wants to go with you, sergeant,"
said ha, ““to swell, as he ealls it, the offi
cer, Let him go it independent, return-
ing with you,” and off the guard went,
The sergeant congratulating Limself up-
on being able thus-to get the upper hand
of Jonas, while Walion bore out *the
officér” finely—Nhis red sash flaunting in
the breedg, they marched 'up into the
town. »Jod was taken immediately for
an officer;=reatly to his delight :—he |
touched his cap, and bowed again and

agam. They went fo ‘the landing, hired
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8 Mexican long canoe, like that in which
Jonas had pgone at first, and over they
sarted; an hour or perhaps more after
the regular guard had gone. On this
route we will leave them for a few min-
utes and return to the first.
The regular guard had gone on the
ghell beach: two of the sailors who
rowed the boats remained, while the
guard landed and marched up into the
bwn.  They proceeded through several
streets. The people were pleased to see
them. They found no Americans, how-
ever, until on inquiring, the lieutenant
learned that there was one American in
the house of sefiora B-—n, and halted
before the door. ' Their number made
their. line long. Their arms were order-
ed with perfect regularity, and the officer
" knocked at the house door. One of the
servants went there, then hurrying up
stairs through the interior court, enfered
the dining room with the greatest alarm
depicted -on-Dhis countengnee. Awmeri-
canos soldare! he exclaimed, and went
on jabbering Spanish to the alealde, who
- with Jonas and the ladies had not- yet
risen from the table, to the purport that
there was a troop of Americar soldiers
below, a_nd that they were after Jonas,
as he pointed at him, thinking it perhaps
& good idea for that gentleman to be get-
ting out of the way as quick as possible.
The ladies were both exceedingly alarm-
ed. Angelina turned pale as gea.th, and
looked at fonas most beseechingly.
**Tis the guard you sent after,’”” said
the soldier to the alcalde ; to the latter’s
instant relief, and with a smile and a
repetition of the information to the la-
" dies, to their relief as much, he rose, and
followed by Jonas they: stepped out upon
the corridor, and down the stone stops to
the arched gate or door way, and there
met the officer standing, - the harbor
master near him, and the guard all fa-
cing the deorway. '
“ Good day, sirs,’* said the lieuten
ant. ““Do you belong to the army ?
sdid he to Jonas, ’ :
*“ I do, sir,” replied the latter =—* to
the Tennessee cavalry,t”
*“There has been a disturbance over
here,” continued the officer, ¢and I

out permits of absence,—have you
ong 77
“ No sir,"” said Jonas, ‘I have none.”
¢ Well, I must arrest you, then.”.

men who made the disturbance to Tam-
pico,” he continued, as the officer locked
at him with surprise; to hear him speak
stich fluent and correct English.

“Tt is'at my request that this gentle-
man,” peinting to Jonas, (ahem ) *is
with me. It was his advice that led me
to request an Ameriean gnard, and in
fact he wrote the lelter for me, and
thongh he has no permit, he has been
of such service to me and the lady of
this mansion, I would ask it as a favor to
me, that he be not interrupted on that
account, or be arrested by reason of hig
own advice to me having thus been car-
ried into effect, for to that alone is owing
the fact of your guard being here.”

The lieutenant, a perfect gentleman,
by the way, was puzzled. His orders
were peremptory, but he did not like
thus to arrest an individual whose cons
duct was thus certified to by the prinei-
pal man in the town, to accommodate
whom,. he and his guard had been sent
He hesitated, but. Olifton the harbor-
master, a fool of much apparent dignity,
replied unasked,—

.. Can’t help that, old boy, orders pos-
itive—he must be arrested—take charge
of him, boys,” said he tothe guard—but
they did not move.
highly displeased, and tarning to the

1 beg leave to remind you, Mr, Clif-
ton, that I command the guard.”” This
brought a smile all alony the rank, and
then turning to the other, continued—
“ Well, it’s a hard case, gentlemen,

your name and company ?” said he to
dJonas. It was given,

“Well,”” said he, taking out his watch,
*it is now three o'clock: you must
back as a prisoner. I wish you had a
permit——but I wilk-not disturb you now
while we examine the town for ‘more, if
you will give me the word of a soldier

am sent to arrest all Americans with-

that you will report yourself at the boata
on the beach at four o'clock.” -

“8ir,” said the Mexican, “I am the,
first alealde of this town, - He sent the -

~ undere*and in words, was perfectly intel-

The licutenant was - . ligible to her by expression ; she presen-

other, simply remarked, fo his chagrin : -

but I will do all I can for you. Whatis -
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¢ 7 w1l,” said Jonas; this time with
the alealde out on the walk in front,
and in full view of the guard, and
the officer having twrned to his ser-

ant, directed him to march through
ge town in search for Americans, and
in view of the people, and to procced
to the beach at four o’clock, ecoming
by the billiard room, where he would
in the meand time rest a little. Off the
guard started. : .

Tieutenant C. invited Mr. Clifton, a
little chopfallen, to accompany him, and
on they went, with another bow to the
alealde and Jonas, and the two returned
to the ladies, who were delighted to find
the matter no worse, but were much con-
serned at the idea of Jonas returning to
Tampice a prisoner. Angelina was the
most 50, but the soldier laughed it off,
saying that life in warfare was full of
variety, and that one must be prepared
for any thing; and walking upon the cor-
ridor again, he talked with all the br_okgn
Bpanish he could command to the maiden:
~~—told her that if itwas possible he would
ree her again : thathe was going to Vera
Cruz, and from there the Lord only knew
where : that risks and privations, disease
and death, were of course the soldier’s
lot, but if he could before he went, he
would see her again,—would come to
take part in the sailing phrty spoken of,
and see her lovely face, and hear her
voice once more. What she could not

ted him with her eard, and her mother
coming up did the same, and taking leave
of them on the corridor, he saw the last
of the stately sefiora and the beautiful
Angelina, o

1t was about o half an hour since the
guard had departed. Going to the store
at which they had first met, the two call-
ed for cigars; and a Mexican came in
with & message to the alealde, to attend
to which he stepped out, remarking that
he would be back in ten minutes. -

Jonas, smoking and thinking of An-
gelina, watked - along & square, telling
the store keeper as he left that he wqultl
_return *‘ poco tempo,” (“a very little
while.” The soldier was sad—Angeli-

thoughts took a new direction as he dis-
covered coming up from the beach a file
of men, with an officer at their head :
he looked as they came nearer, and
who should the officer be but Joe Wal-
ton,~—the file of men of his own com-
pany, headed by sergeant Matoon, who
appeared as if he was commanding a
brigade.

“‘Hallo, boys,” said fonas, * what
are you after ¥ . .

« After you; sir,” said Walton, with a
flourish of his sword, and a bow, “ala
militaire.” )

¢ Yes,” said sergeant Matoon, as he
came up and halted the file. “I am
ordered by Captain Sneed to arrest
Tou‘!’

! S ¥or what ? " said Jonas.

“For being absent from camp,” re-
turned the other. ‘

«'Tig g d—m-—d lie, I know,” said
the soldier ; * Captain Sneed knew what
I wasg about, and ¥ don’t believe a word
of it . '
The other’s countenance quailed, which
fully convinced Jonas that he was lying,
and the sergeant turned to one of the
men, Irish Jimmy, as he was called, to -
prove it. ‘
*By J—s! sergeant, I don’t know,
sure ; indade, you told me (o come,—
that’s all-I know—sure it is the blessed
dlirop of the liquor that you promised -
us, and we have not seen it yet, indade
we haven’t,’’ said Jimmy. One of the
other men remarked that it was the cap-
tain’s order to arrest Jonas, (but for this
he had taken the sergeant’s word onflg,)
but as he said so, Jonas remarked, that
in such a case he would eertainly go
witheut giving them any trouble, but
that he could not understand why Cap-
tain Sneed should act so foolishly as to
give him tacitly full permission thus to go,
sanctioned by the colonel, and then send
to arrest him, .

As Jonas said this, the sergeant made
an insulting remark that touc'!fled the sal-
dier, and he then swore “he would be
d—m—d if he did go with Matoon,—
and that he knew it was a lie, and that
they were over there.on a spree,” and
he then demanded to see the sergeant’s

&a's form was before his eyes—but his

permit and order : but Matoon had none.
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The regular guard in the mean time had
in full strength turned a corner into the
sireet, -and seeing this collection, were
coming up. The little guard Jooked at
them. Jonas saw his chance, and de-
termined to improve it. The regular
-sergeant halted his company.
¢« Hallo,” said he to' Jonas, whom he
recognized immediately, what’s all
this 77 .
. Jonas feplied ¢ that it was a sergeant,
of his company, who said that he had
been sent to arrest him, but he helieved
it all a lie, for the sergeant had no or-
der or permit.”

“Halhalmy boys,” said the regu-
tar, < that cat can’s jump, —where is
your permits ?

“We have not pot any,” said Ma-
foon. ‘“We weré sent fo arrest this
man.”’ : T
A d—m—d pretty tale,” said the

regulzu', contemptuously; “ and you are

" a sergeant, are you !—off on duty, and
got no order,—is that your officer ?”
said he, pointing to Walton, who had
stepped off n little, as though he had
nothing to do with the business, and
who, as he heard this, would have given
all his old shoes to have been back in
camp. He trembled for Matoon’s an-
swer, but the latter, luckily for him, was
thinking so much of himself, that he
only answered “no! m in command
of this squad.” :

4 Well, then, you are all prisoners—

have any of you a permit?”
" “Nol no!” sad all:—we are a
ard.”®

- A h—11 of » gnard,—off here from
‘he camp in an enemy’s town, and noth-
ing to show for it.”” % Men,” he contin-

ned, ‘“take the arms from these men :
fall in there in front,” he ordered, as
they were thus forcibly disarmed ; they
ohjected, but ‘being compelled, obeyed’
reluctantly, while Matoon reasoned and
© begged, and then cursed, but was on
that peremptorily ordered by the other
““to shut up, or be gagged.”
. **Take that man, too,” said Matoon,
pointing to Jonas,

. “*Bhut up yoyr mouth, you de—m—d
fool,” said the regular ; who then spoke
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ed, and yet interested, that he had nct
“You are af

thought of slipping off.
officer, are you?”

He was too much scared to speak,
but bowed, while the regular soru-
tinized him to his greater trepidation,
but the opinion of the regular was ex-
pressed by his words, as he tarned off—
“Bome d—m—d green volunteer lieu-
tenant—looks as if he had been steaj-
ing a sheep,” and then ordering the
column forward, with a bow to Jonus,
whose arrangement with the lientenant
he had heard, and having seen him too,

was first arrested, he had from associa-
tion, & greater respect for him. Jonas

. burst out into a roar of laughter, ds the

eolumn thus moved off, in which the reg-
ular acquieseed by a meaning smile, for
he more than half suspected the truth :
but he had performed his orders, and he
had also taken a stiong personal dislike
to Matoon for his expressions to him.
“D—n you! keep step,” he ealled
out sharply, ¢ prick that fellow up with
your bayonet, if he walks that way,"”
said he to the soldier in rear, and off t
the beach from whence they had Jjust
came he marched them ; they not hav-
ing had, in the meantime, a drop of-
the liquor expected by them. There
they were forced to get into the boat—
Matoon as sulky as he could be, and
not allowed to vent his feelings in curses,
The rays of the sun were hot in the
boat in which they were placed, while
over the other the officers had a fine
awning which kept off the burning heat,
The sergeant ordered his corporal and
men to take charge of the prisoners,
while he should go up to Lieut. C. to
report.  As he thus came back, Jonas
had returned to the store, where the
alealde had also arrived ;. and while
telling the latter about it, the regular
sergeant came. by. Jonas calling him
In, he made a polite bow to the alealde,
and then turning to the soldier, re-
marked that * he had the sergeant safis
enough now.”” Jonas, speaking to the
Mexican, the brandy was set hefore the
three, muclr to the vegular's satisfaniion
and evident gratification ; and the agi-

‘% Walton, who had been so muich alarm-

dier remarking that he would go wish

3

- wishing to see the end of it, all ‘went.

in the company at the house in which he -

* ged—the regulars having them there in
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him fo the lieutenant, and the alcalde jand I bowed,”” said he. The capiain.

At the billiard room were found Lieut.
€. and Mr. Clifton, engaged in a game,
The sergeant reporting that he had|
seven prisoners, and that there were
po more Americans in town, or about
it. The lieutenant appeared much grat-
ified at his success; for that was a
retty good haul; nor would he have
iked to hi#ve returned empty handed:
to 'Tampico. .
_ Jonas reported himself, and the al-
ealde renewed his conversation with the
lienienant. The game being finished,
the officer wished to take a - walk up on
the “Mira™ to observe the beautiful
scene pf which he had heard so much;
and invited Mx. Clifton, the alealde and
Jonas, to accompany him. This they
did freely; and a pleasant walk it was
to all, and the lientenant felt amply
compensated for his trouble,

Nothing more was seen of Walton
the officer, but Jonas afterwards found
that he walked about the streets, con-
tinually fearful of detection, and avold-
ing the guard boats, struck the beach
above them out of view of the soldiers
who were yet there with the prisoners
in the boats, it being while the lieuten-
ant and his companions were gone to
the ¢ Mira.”

Walton there hired a Mexican to set
bhim -acrose to Tampico, and on his
arrival hurrying to Capt. Sneed, then in
town, he told him that Jonas was safe,
walking about free and as large as life
in old Tampico, and that Sergeant Ma-
toon with his gusrd had all heen arrested,
and Matoon threatened with b!:ing gag-

custody. The captain did not know
what to make of this intélligence. Why
the guard was arresied ? Why Jonas
was free from that which had befallen
.the Test ? )

«“Why was you not arrested ?* said
he to Walton. - :

“ This good sword, sir, and this coat
were all that saved me,” replicd the
other. . ‘

« Did they take you for an officer 2
demanded the puzzled captain, -

laughed. R
< When will they be over ?” he asked.

+ ¢ They won't be over in less than an,
hour and a half or two hours, aud then
they will go to the guard-house,” replied
Walton. :

I must send down and have them
rcleased when they arrive,” =maid the
captoiiz.  ‘<It’s 'a’singular affair, any.
how, and I cannot understand it,’ con-
tinued he, musing, e
Walton hegged the capiain to lend
himt a coat; said that if he had that
uniform off, ke would never be eaught
in one again; earnestly told the captain
that he was fearful of golng through
the streots of the city towards camp fox,
fear of detection,—that he had enough
of it. There was, however, no alter-
native for hLim; the eaptain insisting
that he should carry the uniform ang
sword back to the camp, and there wasg
no other way to do this save for him to
.wear it.—And we leave Walten, as with
much trepidation he proceeded down
the stairs, and putting on, or rather
forcing on a “ bold look like a sheep,’
he walked rapidly. out of town, and
scud it for the camp,—during the eam-
poign never wishing an officer’s coat on
again. ‘
. We return to the parting of the four
as they came down from the Mira. The
alcalde insisting upon going into the
store mentioned before, all did so; and
then at his expense, and much to his
ppparent gratitication, all took some of
the # six year.old brandy.”” Farewells
were exchanged, and as the hands were
shaken eordially, a pressing invitation
was given to Jonas to come again. Thus
leaving the Meyican gentlemar, the threg
procecded to the beach, where crowded -
in the open boat, were the other pris-
oners ; most of them sulky, but more
especially so was Sergeant Matoon. En-
tering the other boat, at the invitation
of Licut. €., Jonas took a seat by hina
in the stern sheets, protected from the
sun by the awning a%ove, and in.style,
even though a prisoner, the soldier went
back o Tampico. The prisoncrs in the.
other boat were crowded together like

*They asked me if I was an officer,

sheep in a market wagon. The liew-
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tenant’ apologized for the fact, that he
would be obliged io deliver Jonas to the
officer of the guard at Tampice. ' The
soldier begred him not to think of it,
for he said that he had never got into
a8 scrape yet, but that he had been able
fo get oub again. " .

The boats, propelled by so many
saflors, cut the water rapidly. The
islands were passed, and out of Jonas’s
sight ; as the last island closed to him
the view of the mansion containing the
lovely Angelina, he gazed earnestly up-
-on that till it was shut from his vision.
The bupy ecity of Tampico was again
before him, and after a. passage of a
little over half an hour, the boats ar-
rived at the wharf; the soldiers landed,
and the prisoners were marched up;
Jonas, however, going in company with
- the lientenant : so that no one who saw
};im, dreamed, 2s he gazed at the others,
of his being one of them., The list
and the men were delivered over to the
officer of the guard, and thus ended with
the soldier this scene, and we now pass
on to ' !

SCENE THE FIFTH.

There was no distinction now between
the prisoners as they were thus deliver-
ed to the officer of the guard house.
Sternly was every name and the compa-
ny of each demanded ; all weapons were
taken from them. Jonas was disarined
of his bowie knife; his revolver, dirk, and
pistol, and then in a filthy room filled
with drunkards, scamps, and ‘dirty fel-
lows, upon whom the vermin “were
ereeping, Jonas, the sergeant, and the
guard were all ushered without a word
of explanation being heard. Jonas fels
now that he was a soldier again, and not
only so, but a soldier in a little worse
g:ﬁedicament than ever he had been in

efore. The sergeant growled, whined,
and almost cried, because, as he said,
““that in the discharge of his duty he
had been arrested; his character injured,
and he confined in the guard house.” Jo-
nas walked amid the dirty erowd : heard
the sexgeant’s complaints, but pitied him
Rot—the mean scamp, with not an hon-
orable principle about him. The other

had ever been in the guard house he-
fore. Some lJooked ashamed, —- dthers
laughed, but “Irish Jimmy* growled
all the time, not because he had thus
been arrested and placed in this nause-
ous hole, but because that arrest had ta-
ken place before the sergeant had given
them a drop of the liquor that had been
promised them at old Tampieo. Jimmy
declared that the hot sun had scorched

for so Iong he had set in the open boat

would be as bald as Dewhérry. He
swore he would be d—m—d if ever he
would go after Jonas again : that it was
a judgment on them all': that Jonas was
a clever fellow and a good soldier, and
a d—m-—d sight better than some that
had command over him; (this was ac-
companied by a wink and a nod of hia
head at the sergeant, as much as to Ay,
take that, you scamp ; you promised us
a horn if we went, but you were so ea-
ger to crow over Jonas, that you would
not get it when you might have done so,
but pushed on, and then got us all
arrested, and so help yourself, d—n
you!) Some of the rest swore that Ma-
toon was a fool to leave camp without a
permit or written order, dc. ‘The ser-
geant caught it from all around ; anzious
to trap Jenas, he had been trapped him-
self, and not only so, but had got six men
in the same situation. The other inmates
of this wretched hole laughed and oursed
Matoon, as” he whined and complained.
Bome of these blessed specimens of hu-
man natpre had hats, others had not;
none of them had beds or blankets.
Some of them had thus been confined
for two and three weeks, Some had
coats, and others none ; some were mi-
nus a whole pair of breeches. On drun-
ken sprees they had been tattered and
partly torn off from them. Al were
unwashed. The hair of many of them
had not been apparently combed in six
months. Three - or four groups with

faces, and maost tattered clothing, were
squatted down together on the floor,

men were variously affected ; they were

with old packs of cards, still playing
‘and gambling, though thus confined

all good soldiers, and not one of them n

the roots of every hair on his head while .

at the bheach under arrest, and that he

blood shot eyes, trembling limbs, dirty
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The floor Waé covered with inches of filth. | odor filled the room. One man, & reg-

Fleas and disgusting vermin were swarm-
ing in myriads. Jonas was obliged to
stand continually, for there were no seats,

.and to sit down on the dirty fioor would

be to have been covered with vermin ; so
leaning back against the door, from which
he judged these customers were likely to
be shakeh by the continual opening and
shutting of the same as more new pris-
oners were put in, or some other called
out, he folded his arms, and surveyed
the scene before him. This room of ihe
guard house was of stone, with a stone
floor, dirty straw being strewn over it in
some places, I was about thirty by
twenty feet in area, and over ten in
hight. In it were some forty prisoners.
It was lighted by a wicket through the
door, heavily barred with cross irons,
and beside that, a huge window on the
opposite side, with heavier perpendicu-
lar bars of iron set firmly in the stone,
‘ahove and below, admitted air and light.
Around this window was a crowd of the
dirty . fellows pushing and serambling
continuaily with each other in reaching
the bars, to look out on the square, or
to induce some soldiers or Mexicans to
obtain for them bread, or fruit, or any
thing else to eat. : ‘
Water was brought in by the guard :
many of them in there had a little mon-
ey, for general pay-day had taken place
s few days beiore this, and those who

had been in the Jongest had kept them-,

selves in funds by picking the pockets of
those who were just put in. Many a
good soldier was there confined by
the petty tyranny of his lieutenant or
eaptain — many a man picked up by
cupiice of ihe sergeants pafrolling the
town, and thus confined in that dirty
hole, to which our jails at home would
have beén comfortable in comparison,
In the groups playing cards were many
evidently under the strong influence of

tiquor ; but how these had obtained it

was a puzzle to Jonas, who, in watching
the dirty erowd, had become interested
in their movements and actions. Two
others were so interested that they were
gtretched out in the filth close at his feet,
while onc more was in the other extrem-

ular, sat against the wall near to Jonas;
his hands were pressed to-his head,
which rested on his elevated knees; he
appeared as if he was absorbed in deep
thought—his blue wniform was dirty,
but, it was whole, and although in so fil-
thy a situation, he appeared as if he had
been neaily dressed when he was im-
prisoned ; he looked. up at Jonas, and
then, at the sound of a string of most
vulgar curses that came from the next

group, “ @G-d d-m it, go it boys,” said

he, “it’s all in a life-time.” He spoke
with a biiter expression, that sounded to-
Jonas’ ear as though he had determined

to give himself up in despair: his eyes

were blood-shot, and late excessive use
of liquor was strongly marked in his -
fade, yet bis eountenance was intelli-
gent, his forehead full. Jonas spoke
to him. *“How do you get brandy in
here 27 said he.

* Hasy enough,” replied the regular,
looking up at him again, “ have you any
money ?—if you have, hand it out, and
11l get some for you, and go halves, for
I have not got a cent,”

« No,” replied Jonas, I don’t want
any, but I want to know how you get
it ‘ . .

* Give me a guarter,” said the regu-
lar, “and I will show yow.”

Jonas gave him the quarter of a dol-
lar; he thought that as he was in there,
he would learn something of that scene,
for there never was a military oceupa-
tion of a city without a guardhouse; but
whether those in the other cities taken
in Mexico, were like this one, Jonas did
not know, but supposed from the con-
versations he had heard from those who
had tried them at Matamoras, Monte-
rey, Camargo, Victoria, &e., they were
about the same.. The regular rose with
his money,—his face in expression hav-
ing much eagerness. He was in person
large, well formed, tall, straipht, and a
good specimen of a soldier ; he pushed
his way to the window, cursing as loud
as any among the cursing crowd. Af the
window, or about six or eight feet in
front of it, stood two of the guard with
their muskets, stationed to’ prevent any

"ty of the room. A most disagreeable

liquor being conveyed in, while half a
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dozen Mexicans were there ready to take
the money, and buy articles of provision,
&eo.  To one of these he gave the quar-
ter, telling him that he wanted * pon,”
(bread.) “The guard outside looked on
unconcerned, for provisions were not
forbidden. In a very few moments the
regular brought back to Jonas two round
loaves of bread, baked so hard on the
outside that they looked as if burned.
With a smile on his dirty countenance,
he handed one of them over, while he
sat down with the other. Jonas, sur-
prised at the bread, when he had cxpect-
ed liquor to be brought, broke open his
loaf, and inside, to his greater surprise,
found it completely saturated with bran-
dy just insroduced. The regular looked
up at him with a knowing smile, as he
thus examined it. ¢ These Mexicans
know how te fix it,"” he said, as he took
& huge-bite into the middle of his loaf,
and then continued to take out the inside
from the shell like gouging out the “ in-
nards” of a watermelon. Jonas turned
his two- pieces over, while the brandy
dripped from them. -
“D—m—d good measure,” contin-
yed the regular,—¢but you are look-
ing to find how they got it in the loaf
1°H show you,” and turning his own
over, he picked at the shell, and out came
a plug of crust that had been neatly
out and imserted into the hard baked
shell after the liquor had been turned in,
and the spongy inside had absorbed it
immediately. One sach plug was in
“each end of the loaf, and was put back
with so much neatness, that one unprac-
tised would turn it over many times bé-
fore he would see the place. :
 Well, that’s ingenious,” said Jonas,
** These Mexicans fix it up,” repeated
the regular.
**But how do they know what'you want?
you can’t speak before the guard 27
“¢Oh, casy enough,” said the other,
who had cleared out one of his shells,
snd laying it down by him, as he had
turned his fage to the wall, and was
grobbing into the other, * draw the
money across their hands when you give
1t to them, and tell them you want bread,
if you want brandy : —if not, put the
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“ Well, well,” said the soldier, * are
they caught at i6 9" :

at this; but they had other ways for a
long time, and one of them got caught
at those, and they thrashed him and
sent him off.”

¢ Well, what was done about it 7
. ““They watch sharply for any thing
like a botle, ever since, and for near
four days we did not get any liquor, till
a chap managed to bring some in here
to sell to us.”

“Brought it in here,~did he cet in
with it 27 c gt

“Why he was d—m-—d smart: he
got the insides of a pig, such as you
know our old women at home, stuff
with sausage meat, and cleaned it, and
filled it with liquor, and tying one end
of it to his ancle, then wrapped it all
around his leg like a snake, and around
his body two or three times, and had the
top’ tied to his waist; then he wrapped
a lot of corn sacking torn up into strips,

size. We thought he was a fab fellow

-when he came in,”” continued the regu-

lar, chuekling to himself at the remem-
branck, ““bui he was d—d lean when
he went out ; there is some of his rags
thera now,” said he, glancing at some
strips of sacking that lay mouldering in
the dirty straw. -

*“But how did he get in 77

“Why, when he was fixed he came
by here, and pretended to be drunk, and
told one of the fellows on guard that he
looked d—m-—d fine there, guarding a
set of men that were better thun he.was.
The other threatened t0 eall the sergennt
of the guard, and the chap carsed him
and the scrgeant too, and walked off,
but he had not gone far before they had
him, and placed him in here.”
“ Well, you got liguor, then ?
“Yes; that night we sucked the
snake,” as we called it, right dry, and
he had a lot of dimes and bits for it.”
“ How did he get ous 2 * - '
“The next day he sent word to hig
captain that he had been sauey to an-
pther soldier on guard, and that he was
in the guard house for it, and he wang

money right into their hands,”*

T

¢ No, they never have been caught = -

round the other leg to make it equal in -

very sorry for it, &c., and the captajn
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oeme by and ebtained his release, but
Il be d—d if it had been an officer
that he had spoken to, if he had got out
8o easily; 1 know that by expenence.”

«« Well, how long did you go without
liquor,  then 77 .

“ Why, that day these Mexieans fixed
up these bread doings. The d—m—d
guard watch for bottles, but don’t Jook
at the bread.” '

“Well, can you trust these Mexicans
to bring you change when you don’t
haveit¥” .

«Oh yes, they go straight: there is
but six of them, and they won't let any
other come near them,—-they all know
the game.” :

*What do you pay them ? *

“ A picayune & trip,—they only go
‘aeross the square: two loaves to 2 pie-
ayune, —the liquor is & bit, and that
leaves them their picayune out of =
quarter, and the liquor in one loaf is
enough at a time ;—but I have been in
here so long that I am eut of money, and
I have to watch those that come in that
don't know, and get it for them on halves,
That’s the reason I sat down by you.”
" “But, do you let every one know
this 77’ .

. % No ! only those that a fellow can see
knows enough to keep it still when they

0 out : some d—d fools would blab it.””

« How long have you been in here!”

“ (Over three weeks.”

“What are you in here for 1"

« My first lieutenant was tight one
evening on drill, and I was the pivol
man on the left of the platoon, and he
thought 1 moved in wheeling, and he
called me ‘a d—d s—n of a b—t-h,” and
I told him < ihal from the looks of the
puppies, his mother was the biggest dog

of the two,” and he had me arrested and
marched off here, and is going to have
me court-martialed, so he says.”

“Will he do it 77

<« No-—for his being drunk would be
brought out, but he will keep me here
as long 'as be can ; but we are going to
Vera Cruz, they tell me, beforé long,
and I will get out then.” ,

The conversation was stopped by the
heavy drawing of the bars of the door

and the sound of the boli of the lock as
it flew back, and as Jonas stepped out
of the way the door opened a little, and
in the spruce sergeant appeared, with a
paper in his hand, )
* Bergeant George Matoon,” he call-
ed—< private Jimmy Brown, John Me-
Donough,” &e., &e.; it was the list of
the guard thus imprisoned. Captain
Sneed had sent for their release. Jonas
listened for his own name, but it was
nofgthere. #

“D—n the captain,” he muttered,
as Matogn passed out with the rest,
throwing a malicious glance upon our’
Jonas; the door was again closed,
locked .and bolted. p

Night was approaching. The soldier
did not like the idea of staying there,
He rapped loudly at the wicket, and of
the soldier there who came to know what
was wanted, he asked to see the licutens
ant in command, and that officer, of the
Baltimore battalion, (whose name the
authorprould gladly insert here as credit
to his gentlemanly eonduct, but uninten-
tionally it was lost,) ¢ame to the wicket,
Jonas requested of him a pencil and
paper, and that a note he would write,
might be sent to. Colonel Thomas, of the
Tennessee cavalry, The licutenant po-
litely assented, handed him the pencil
and paper, and on his knee the soldier
wrote \— .

ss(oronnt Tromas +—T am herein the
guard house; will you have me released ?
Yours, é&ec.
s Tampico, February 27th, 1847,

‘ The note was instantly sent off by
the favor of the licutenant, and the man '
who carried it for a reward in addition
promised him by Jonas, met the colonel
on horseback, not fifty yards from the
" * Captain Sneed had been informed by Walton

that Jomas wes Dot arrested; consequently, his
name was not on the list sent.

. { To Cotonet-Shemas, who, wincing a liftle under
the previous tales that bore rather hard on him, told
the author he would consent freely to their publi-
cation, provided he would Telate this tale, and his
application to, him for release from the guard |
house, together with the circamstances that Jed to?
it, the author now presents his respecta, and freely
relates the cireymstance, which among many more
happened to both, s well as to all others of their:

without, the twrning of the large key,

thousands of comrades in those days, when they
all went “ sodgaring™ to Mexico. :
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guard house, going out fo camp. He
spoke to hiim, and presented the note,
and -the colonel laughed, and rode in
front, still holding the note, and speak-
ing to the lientenant, as the latter came
out of his room adjoining, he directed,
Jonas's release, and remained, as the:
sergeant again unbolted and unloeked
the door, and swung it open and called
out aloud. At the sound of his name,
Jonas jumped, and as the regular said,
* good l~(od bless you, old fellow,—
don’t get in here again,” he came out
into the open air.

- The colonel seriously inquired how he
got in there. Jonas re}\ylied ““that it was
a long story.”

“ Well, well,” said the colonel, *come
down tomorrow to my marquee, and {ell
me all about it. I thought,” said he, as
he rode off, «“that perhaps you might
have gone in there to take notes,’”” and
he rode away with a laugh,—but Jonas
was then in no mood for langhter. He
inquired of the lieutenant, and found
that the three chaps whose conduet in
old Tampico had ied to all this trouble
to him, were still confined in another

- room of the guard house, in which those
who came in drunk were placed, and the
“ gccommodations - of which were not
equal to those of the apartment of which
Jonas had been an inmate. The soldier
now started for camp, for the sun was
neayly down : wishing to see the captain
at once. He encountered one of his com-
rades, who had met the others, and they
had told him of the conclusion of. their
time, while acting as guard, to his great
merriment. He informed Jonas that the
captain had eome up to town, and was
writing in a room hired at a particular
Place near the Plaza de Armas, Jonas
immediately turned, and walked rapidly
there, and soon got into another scrape,
which we will rclate as

SCENE THE SIXTH.

Bergeant Matoon had known where
Captain Sneed would be, having been
told by that officer as he left the camp
to gn toold Tampico in search for Jonas,
and as he now obtained his liberty from
the guard honse, he hurried through the
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might be released ‘before he could ses
the captain. He was aware that he had
not been ordered to arrest the soldier,
and the best way that suggested itself to
his mind, fertile'in raseally schemes, was
to influence the eaptain strongly against
Jonas, before the-latter could appear in
person. Finding the officer at his rooms,
the sergeant, hardly noticing the pres-
ence of some other officers, immediately
commenced a long report of his proceed-
ings, part of whieh was true, and part
false ; weaving the whole together, he
related the manner of his' going to old
Tampico, his rapid search, his finding
Jonas, and in & mild manner his tell-

concerned about his safely, and had sent
him with the guard to look after him,
dre. ; that Jonasin reply had “ d—d the
captain for an old woman, said that he
was perfectly able to take care of him-
self, that the captain al ways had a pre-
judice against him on account of his po-
litioal tenets at home, being at variance
with those held by the captain himself,
and because Jonas had voted against him
before the war, when the latter was a
candidate for the legislatare, ‘That the
captain might mind his own affairs, or
go to h—II, as he chose.”” The ser-
geant continued, “that when Jonas spoke
in this contemptuous and abusive man-
ner of the captain, that he, the sergeant,
then told him that he would arrest him,
ahd carry him back to camp. That Jo.
nas then swore he would not go, and a
guard of regulars coming up at that time,
with whom Jonas appeared to be on very
good terms, so much so, that he induced
the sergeant of that stronger gnard to ar-
rest him, Matoon, and his whole guard,
and march them as prisoners to their
boats, leaving Jonas Iree as ever; that
as they did this, he asked ihe regular
sergeant to arrest Jonas also, and the
other had told him to shut his mouth or .
be gagged, — that in returning he told
the regular that he would inform Cap-
tain Sneed of the whole proceedings,
and the regular replied, ¢ Captain Sneed
be d—d, keep time there,” and ordered
one of the other soldiers fo prick him
with the bayonet if he did not do it, and

streets, fearful all the time that Jonas

that Jonas ab this remark had burst oné

‘ as prisoners, and that the regular scr-

ing the latter that the eaptain had been -

" ever, he and all the rest of them werc

Cter. ‘¢ So,” said Lieutenait Smith, ale
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into a loud laugh while seeing the ser-
geant and his guard thus marched off

geant had joined in (he laugh, eonfirm-
ing the appearance of a good under-
standing between him and Jonas, espe-
cially ai the expression, ¢ Captain Sneed
be d--d.’ That Jonas had told the reg-
ular that he, Matoon, and the men were
some of his own company that were on-
Iy over there on a drunken spree, which
remark caused their arrest. That Jonas
had followed them, highly amused, till
they were confined in the boats exposed
to she hot sun, and then he had ealled
the. regular scrgeant off, and they went
and drank in high glee over the scrape
of having Captamn Sneed’s gpard all thus
prisoners, and safely kept. That then
leaving them there broiling in the sun,
Jonas went off for an hour or more, act-
ing the gentleman with the officers, and
the alealde. That having returned, he
took more liquor, and came to the boats,
snd laughed at the prisoners, and by in-
vitation, got in the other boat by the side
of the officers, and was as large as life,
and d—d Captain Sneed. That, how-

put in the guard house, and there Le
was using thé same words, and the last
expression that he, Matoon, heard Jonas
say when leaving the guard house was,
d ——n Captain Sneed.” This corres-
ponded in many parts with what Wal-
ton had related before, as he had just
arrived, anxious to get rid of that uniform,
and the captain believing all of it, was,
as may be supposed, furiously angry.
Not, 80 with the other officers ; the tale,
even as told by Matoon, was so' ludi-
erous, that they all roared with laugh-

most stopping his breath in a pause of
is laughter, © you and your guard wero
all arrested and brought to the guard
house 77

“Yes,” said the scrgeant, * every
mother’s son of us thrown in there for
obeying orders.” The lieutenant snort-
ed again.

«« Where is F——r ? * demanded the
captain, pale with rage.

fication, at the probable successful ter-
mination of his scheme, .
«“Well, there let him remain.” But
Jonas was not there, Rapidly passing
street after street, burning with anger,
he had found the capiain’s quarters ; —
had, in the splendid building, ascended
three flights of stairs into a lofty eorri-
dor which, singularly enough for that
country, was enclosed with glass, and
then into the captain’s room he walked,’
and popped upon them to the astenish-
ment of all, and the alarm of the ser-
geant, who had heped that the guard
house might retain him for a long time.
The anger flashing from the captain’s
eyes was answered by the same from
his own, while the sergeant looked
blank, and the officers gazed with sur-
prise on the group. For a moment not’
a word was spoken, and Jonas with a
rapid gesture towards the serueant, asks
ed the captain, ““ did you send that con-
temptible scoundrel over to arrest me?”’
The tone, ihe words, the action, struck

‘the captain’s attention, for he saw in an

instant that the anger of the soldier was
not directed against him, but at the ser-
geant, to whose face he glanced, and the
confused, guilty expression there, noticed
also by the rest, prevented him from ma-
king the answer that wasraised to his lips.
In a voice steady, but forced, he order-
ed Matoon to remain where he was, and
rising, came to the door, directing the
soldier to come out. A rapid conversa-
tion of half a dozen gquestions and an-
swers on either side, led them both into
the true light of the action of the ser-
geant, who, in the mean time, hearing
these, and knowing what they would in-
evitably lead to, began in a storm of
fury to swear that Jonas was a d—a
rascal, and as he was saying that he ran
out and struck the jatter a‘violent blow
on the back of the head, as he was with
his back to the deor, facing the captain,
not noticing the sergeant, for it was now
near dark. . The blow threw Jonas for-
ward against the captain, but recovering
himself in an instant, he returned it with
such effect as to knodk his assailant back
against Lieutenant Smith, who had ran
out after him. At this instant, as Jonas

“In the guard house, sir,’ said the
.gergeant, with a4 wink of malicious grati-

was repeating his blow, the captain’
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seized him, and threw him back against
the glass, breaking two large panes,
while the sergeant was also pulled away
by the lientenant. The noise had been
loud before this, and, attracted by it,
the Frenchman to whom the house be-
longed, a little weazened, dried up speei-
men of humanity, had cauntiously crept
up two flights of thie stairs : but as these
blows came with the corresponding loud-
er noise, he ran quickly up the other stair-
case with his hands above his head, and
with his face the very picture of alarm,
. he rapidly exclaimed, *“ mon dicu /! mon
diew | messieurs ! shentlemens ! no be one
Sight here!” and as the broken glass
came down round him as he ascended
to within a few steps of the top, he
danced with alarm on the stalr way,
with his hands higher up, his fingers
wide spread, ““no be one fight here, shen-
temens.””  “Go back,” shouted the cap-
fain to him. ¢ Shentlemens,” began he
again, casting & wild, and most beseech-
ing look at the officer; ¢ go back,” thun-
dered the captain, as he jumped to the
head of the stairway towards him, and
down popped the Frenchman, running
round the head of the next stairway,
but returning instantly te the front of
the fiest, * Mon diew! shentlemens! no
be one fight here!”’ * Go down !’" again
stormed the captain, as he made another
motion toward the stairway, and the lit-
tle Frenchman’s bald head disappeared
quickly below.,
¢ Bergeant Matoon,”” said the captain,
“go to camp immediately. F rogo
in my room there: I will investigate this
matter tomorrow.”  Jonas did not like
' this, and as the sergeant went off, he de-
termined to get away from the captain,
#nd following Matoon, to eatch him on
the bare plain near to the camp, and
to give him a thrashing. The eaptain,
Licutenant Smith, and Jonas went back
jnto the room, and in answer to the ques-
tions of the former, the latter told encugh
to excite their curiosity. ‘¢ Captain, Jat
me go now ;*’ said Jonas, ‘
“No, no,” said the captain, “you
want to overtake Matoon, and have a
fight; you must stay here half an bour,”
looking at his watch, ¢ and that will give
him time to get to camp, and then you
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may go—so now you might a3 well tell
us ‘all about it Jonas related the
points of the whole, of the guard, of
Matoon, of his previous arrest, of the
actions of Walton, of his sudden dis-
appearance, &ec., to their great amuse-
ment. The captain said that if he had
known of the hatred existing between

- Matoon and Jonas, he would have sent

another sergeant;—~he was fully con-
vineed of the culpable actions and false-
hood of Matoon, but as he did not wish
any more disturbance, before he would
allow Jonas to depart, he extorted a
promise from him that he would not
speak to Matoon or trouble him in any
way that evening, but go to his tent di-
reetly; Jonas promised that, to'get away,
and the captain wrote a permit for him
to pass the line then, for it was after
seven o’clock, and the sentinels had been
posted for the night. Jonas was warmly
pgreeted by his messmates, who had
heard from the return guard of his
safety, and shortly after he spread with
them_lis blanket, and lying down, en-

deavored to sleep ; but long after they

were asleep he was yet awake, for the
various scenes of the last forby-eight
hours crowded upon his mind—-crossed
the field of his memory like a fresh and
brilliantly painted panorama to the vis-
ion. Forty-eight hours before he had
been sweetly sleeping where he then was,
and how many ineidents had transpired
meanwhile. The truth of the quotation
came home upon him, * we know not in
the morning what the day may bring
forth,” but one thing He knew, as finally
he was composing himself to sleep, and
that was, that in the morning Matoon
would be certain ¢ to catch it for kis
conduct ; and sure enough he did, it be-
ing the first thing Jonas attended to on
the next morning after drill; and although
the latter wds not permitied by the too
quick interference of others to do the job
as completely as he had intended to do,
yet he did it entirely to the other's sat-
isfaction, and the effeet of it was to make
the scamp behave himself perfectly
squarely toward Jonas for. the remain-
der of the campaign.

To old Tampico Jonas never had the
opportunity to retern—a fow days after
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this finding him on the Gulf of Mexico

in a large ship, which with another held
the whole regiment, bound for Vera
Cruz ; but when the scenes of the bom-
bardment and capture of the latter city
had taken place, he received a letter
from sefiora B with relation to her
business, containing, too, a message from
Angeling of remembrance,—both writ-
ten by the alealde in English, who added
his own, with the wish expressed, again
o see the soldier at Pueblo Viejo. But
the fates were against that, and Pueblo

i

Viejo, with the persons there, never has,
and probably never will be seen by him
again. And now the anthor, on the con-
clusion of this tale, lays down his pen
with reluctance, as he thinks of the busy
scenes inte which memory carries him
back as he writes,—of the individuals
here mentioned, as together never again
to meet. Stirring actions, exciting dan-
gers, and then most lovely and beauti-
ful scenes,~for, perhaps, never shall ke
see the like again.

e e e

FIGHTING ON ONE’S OWN HOOK.

Ir is noi the size of the person alore
that makes the efficient soldier ; neither
does it always happen in the field that
those regiments composed, as the re-
mark is, ¢ of the finest locking men,”
who move “like clock work,”” in every
drill and evolution to the spot, distin-
guish themselves in action above the
others. Sometimes it is the reverse of
this with whole regiments, and often so
with individual soldiers, who, good for
nothing at duill, or in camp, 'or in fatigne

- parties, are yet the very d—v—I] for

fighting, ‘
Elgin A. Mullins, of company 1. of
the 1st Mississippi rifle regiment, was an
instance of this. Mullins was a little fel-
low, a very little fellow ; so short was he

that when he made bis application at.

Vicksburg for admission into the ranks
of the company from Holly Springs, un-
der the command of the galiant Captain
d. H. Taylor, he was refused, solely on
account of his diminutive stature, and
perhaps the looks of his < phiz,” which
was by no means handsome; but the
captain; seeing in it the indications of a
determined spirit, and fearless disposi-
‘Hiou, evaded ihe military retriction by
1eceiving Mullins as ‘a fifer, and so in
that capacity he was mustered info the
gervice; — but a fife .bad always been
Muling’ aversion, he had never trnied to
blow one himself, and his limited know!-
edze of music did not enable him to dis-

tinguish one note or tune from another.
Howevér, when the instrament was han-
ded over to him he made-some vigorous
efforts to extraet music of some sort from
it, to the great amusement of the com-
pany ; entirely failing therein, he threw
1t down, and applied to Captain Taylor
for a rifle and accoutrements, and was
accordingly furnished with one, which
to load he had to place with the butt of
it from him before the muzzle could be
sufficiently -depressed to enable kiri.te
insert the cartridge. *So Mullins went
to the war, on the muster voll a fifer,
but any thing but that elsewhere, for
during the whole campaign he never .
again touched a fife, though he was ex-
tremely fond of the name of a musician,
and it was of much advantage to him,

_for being neither that, nor marshaled in

the ranks, he moved in a sort of inde-
pendent manner, — going and coming
pretty much as he chose. A -perfect
siranger to fear, completely reckless of |
consequences, he would go alone out of
camp for beef, stroll off further, run
more bisks, and bring in more beef than
any other gne chose io do, Several lit-
tle skirmishes he got into with rancheros
and guerrillas, but his rifle was good——
though held low, its aim was sure. At
the battle of Monterey he was in his ele-
ment, for rapidly back and forth behind
walls, and houses, and in the open streets,
amid the thunders of the battle, did “litttle
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Mulling,” as. he was called, coolly Ioad,
and as coolly, and every time with effect,
fire upon the enemy on the honse tops,
and behind the barricades ;—-storms of

grzpe and canister swept continually by
an

around him, but touched him not,
If his eye caught a good view of a Mex-
ican through the smoke, that chap was
sure to hear from his rifle. He noticed
not what troops he was amid, for part
of the time he was with his own regi-
ment, then in the 1st Tennessee, and

theh in the 1st Ohio. - The little Mis-

sissippian, known by his rifle, was in all
ranks oecasionally, but mostly by him-
self, and in the latter way was he, when
after fort Tannerip was taken, the com-
manding offieer advanced toward Gen-
eral Twiggs, drawing his sword to de-
liver it, Mullins was near, covered with
sweaf, and blackened by the smoke of
npowder, he was resting, breathing
ard with his previous exertions, In
no manner had the conflict slackened in
front, or on the right of them as they
thus stood——the cannon shot and shelis
from the other forts were turned upon
the captured; and were striking around,
while the discharges of small arms were
incessant. A dim, blue, hazy smoke
hung above the captured fortress, in,
and before which, so many lay dead,
dying, or freely bleeding. Mullins cast-
ing his eye toward the officer as he
was thus drawing his sword, thought
that he was about to attack General
‘Twiggs, and without the least reflection,
leveling his rifle, at the instantaneous
crack, down dropped the Mexican with
the aword in his hand. Twiggs was fu-
rious, and forgetting his station, he ran
toward the litle fifer with his drawn
sword lifted, and anger flashing from his
eyes, looking more enraged on account
of his having white mustachios, and Mul-
lins, on his approach, for the first time,
“turned tail,” and ran as fast as his duck
legs could carry him, looking behind him,
and up to the sword gleaming over the
head of the infuriated general, who had
overtaken him with the same ratio of
speed, that a war horse would run down
& pony—the blow descending on the lit-
- tle fifer’s head was, however, diverted
by the second thought of the general, to

@ severe slap with the broad side, instead
of the edge, across the shoulders of the

culprit; followed by others with, all the

force of the general’s brawny arm, ac-
companied by a storm of curses ab ““the
little rascal,” who danced around, more
concerned, however, at having the gen-
eral thus upon him, than at the blows.
This castigation, which was given di-
rectly under the fall fire of fort Diablo,
was only stopped by the running up of
the other officers of Twiggs’ staff, who
interfered, and the little fifer cleared out;
the general composing himself, returned.
The Mexican was dead, and the only ef-
feet on the other Mexican officers was a
quiet smile at seeing. e general Ameri-
cano running so fariously afier his little
soldier. They were conducted off, and
in-less than ten minutes Mullins was with
some scattered men of the Baltimore bat-
talion ;—he fought the whole time, and
though so exposed, came out without a
mark, save the one left by the sword of
General Twiggs, )
At Buena Vista, Mullins was present.
When the regiment marched from Sal-

Hllo in the moming for the field, and

the sudden peals of cannon reverberatin
along the mountains informed them that
the bloody conflict was already com-
menced, the march was hastened, and
in the quickest step they hastened along,
Mullins” legs were worked to great dis-
advantage in conveying their owner fast
enough, loaded as he was with the rifle,
and full supplies of ammuinition, togeth-
er with his knapsack. He puffed and
blowed, trotted and walked by turns, as
cager as any ; he was fretted and angry
beeause he could not keep up.  He swore
he would have 2 horse before night, that
he would fight like a gentleman, and so
grumbling, cursing, trotting and puff-
ng, the litle fifer kept in the rear of his
eompany.

As the regiment arrived at the battle
field, it went immediately into action,
advaneing against the heavy body of
the Mexican army which had driven in
the left of the American line. Mullins,
as the regiment halted, and formed in
line of 'battle, forgot his short legs, and
delivered his fire for several suecessive

 volleys with effect. The regiment, how«
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ever, were obliged to fall back, and fhén

were charged upor by a body of Mexi-
ean lancers, who were repulsed by the
rifle balls alone, which emptied the sad-
dles of many, and the loose horses boun-
ded in terror over the field. Again did’
the little fifer long for a horse as he saw
these thus loose, but thers was no time
then to endenvor to get'one.  United with
the 3d Indianians, the regiment again
successfully withstood a heavy attack of
the Mexican column, and Mullins' rifle
rang clear as any at their approach; but
& lull in the storm of battle took place by
the appearance of a flag of truce from
the Mexican general. During the tem-
porary cessation of the firing, the wearied
soldiers threw themselves on the ground
and endeavored to assuage the suffer-
ings of their mangled companions. A
Mexican horse richly eaparisoned, came
bounding over the field. Upon seeing
hiin, the fifer, unable to resist the temp-
tation, stirted after him, and pgetting
near to him, sttracted his attention by

. his soothing voice. The horse stopped,

turned rouﬁd, threw higher his head,
and examined Mallins as he silently ap-
proached, but not satisfied with his ap-
pearance, the animal turned with a loud
snort, and' rapidly ran off farther, and
toward the Mexicans who were at the
foot of thé mountain. Within the reach
of their fire did Mullins pursue, unmind-
ful of them, and as much engaged, in
these terrible moments of suspense to
thousands, in endeavoring to catch the
borse, as though he and the animal were
in a quiet pasture at home. - No thought
of the instantaneous renewal of the bat-
tle crossed his mind. Luekily for hinm,
the hoise starting onward again, ran
eround over the scene of the late con-
flict down between the stations of the
American troops, becoming more gentle
towards his pursuer, and soothed by the
latter’s "continual coaxing as he came
near, the horse finally stopped in a ra-
vine, and allowed Mullins to secure him.
Once mounted, he found two fine pistols
in the holsters, both loaded ; exulting in
his grize, he came up out of the ravine,
looking for his regiment, but the battle
had recommernced in all its fury, — far
over the plain and the mountains on

either hand his vision extended, the
former here and there was obscured b
clouds of rising dust and smoke ; to his
left was a Jong and imposing body of
Mexican cavalry, already on the move;
to his right, as he faced the gorge, or
pass, where the heat of the fight was
going on, was the hacienda of Buena
Vista, and between him and that was a
small body of -American cavalry. His
own regiment having shifted its position,
he could not see, and toward this hody of
Axkansas cavalry he rode, was welcomed
‘by: them, and joined in the ranks, thongh
he had but his rifte and pistols. The
Mexican cavalry making a circuit, came
down on the hacienda of Buena Vista
like an avalanche. Nobly did the little
band under Col. Yell meet the shock,
and although ihe column in its impetu-
osity forced these out of the way, and
destroyed the gallant leader with man
of his men, yet jthe destruction in their
own ranks, forced the column after much
loss, to divide-—part to retreat, and part
to eontinue on towards the mountdin ;
upon those thus retreating the fire of the
seattered bodies of Americans rapidly
recruiting, was incessant, while the cav-
alry pursued, using their sabers with ef-
fect. With these our little fifer and his
charger rapidly rode, but his long rifle
was empty, nor could he there load it, his
pistols were also discharged, and he was
not skillful enough in cavalry exercises to
_be able then to reload them. It was more
han he could do to hold his rifle and re-
strain his fiery horse. 8o on after the
retreating column Mullins sped Jike the
wind; the foremost rank of the pursuers
was gained, and Mullins wasin the “me-
lee,” but wholly inefficient where the
blow of the saber was parried by the
lance, and sieel clashed with steel. ‘
¢« Hold on, Mississippian, you will be
killed,” shouted an officer of May’s dra-
goons, 4s Mullins was passing him, both
woing at the top of their speed. “G-d,
1 ean’t do it,” was the reply, as Mullins
dashed ahead, tugging with all his might
at the reins, but the furions horse recog-
nizing his companions, ran after them re-
gardless of restraint, and singfing out one

that was rode by a Mexican  sergeant,
pursaed him with all the vigor with which
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his powerful limbs were endowed. The
sergeant thus sorapidly pursned, though
.well armed, turned and doubled as he
sped over the plain, but the horse of the
fifer turned and doubled as the other did,
.and gained upon him at every leap;—
-Mulling now was rather anxious {o be on
foot again., He would not have cared,
but been highly gratified, had he only
a loaded pistol, a rifle, or a bayonet,—
but as he rapidly neared, in spite of
“himself, the long keen lance that glis-
teped in his vision, he felt it in ima-
.gination, already insinuating its eold
-surface through his liver, and again he
.gave a desperate pull at the reins, but
the horse with a higher bound than be-
fore, stilt kept on. The Mexican plunged
his long spurs in the side of his animal.
With the swiftness of the wind, and far
away from either of the contending ar-
mies, did the two speed on in their singu-
-lar race. Nearer and nearer yet eame
Mullins to the dreaded lance, and again
did he throw his strength’on the reins,
but to no purpose, and as bound after
-bound brought the head of his horse up
near to the quarter of the other, the
Mezican glancing behind for an instant,
lowered hiz formidable weapon, as Mul-
lins thought, to transfix him with its sharp
. .point, and a most vigorous jerk on one
.rein did he give the steed to pull him off
from the other, but the advantage thus
for an instant gained, was lost by the
-next bound bringing him full along side
of his antagonist: The Mexican, fright¢
cened nearly out of his wits, raised his
lance quickly, and handed it over to the
. other, as checking his horse, Mullins also
slackened his speed, as his rider eagerly
-clufched the lance so unexpeetedly pre-
sented to him, and after a few short
beunds the twe stopped.  Our little fifer,
.out of breath with his race, demanded in
broken Bpanish the name of the other,
* Francisco Alvases, sefior,”” said the
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sergeant, who in turn then asked -the
name of his captor—¢ my name is fifer
Mullins, of Captain Taylor’s company of
the 1st Mississippi rifle regiment, at your
service,” pompotisly replied Mulling,—
“no entienda KEngles,”’ (1 dow’t under-
stand English, } said the other, wagging
his head. ¢ Well, come along then,”
said Mullins, “you can understand this,”
as he ecaught the other’s horse by the
reins, and his own then safisfied, willing
to walk, he led the prisoner triumphantly
back to Colonel May, to whom he deliv- -
ered him, and when complimented by
that officer amid the smiles of all in the
ranks, who having discontinued the pur-
suit, had” seen the race, and were now
for a few moments at rest, replied that
he was only anxzicus the prisoner shonld
know by whom he had been captured, -
“for,” said he, ¢ colonel, the d—d Mex-
ican don’t understand me.”” One of the
men in the rank who spoke Spanish was
called out by the colonel, who was amus
sed at the eagerness.of the little Missis-
sippian. To bim the fifer spoke,—*Tell
him,”" pointing to the prisoner,—** that
my name is fifer Mullins, of Captaia
Taylor's company, 1st regiment of Mis- .
sissippi rifles,” said the fifer with an air
of much importance. This was transla-
ted to the prisoner, who acknowledged
it by a polite bow. The fifer rode off
satisfied, and the prisoner was sent te
the rear. Mullins, however, had enough
of fighting on horseback for that time,
and getting fo the hacienda he secured
his horse, and on foot fought the remain-
der of'the day, part of the time with the
2d Kenfucky infantry, part by himself,
until nedrthe close of the action, he agnin
jolned his own company, swearing *‘ by
G—d, this thing of fighting on honse-
back, and loading one’s gun geing at
full speed amony the enemy, was not

the thing it was *cracked up to be ¥




