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GENERAL SHERIDANS SQUAW SPY

AND

MRS. CLARA BLYNN'S CAPTIVITY.

INTRODUCTION.

" Whoever has read the reports of Generals Sherman, Sheridan and
Custer, must bave been forced to the certain belief of two things:w—
First, that the Indians have for years been inade the victims of political
villains, who have cheated them in the most sbameful manner; and
-Becond, that notwithstanding this fact—any parleying with the Savages
under existing circumstances is worse than folly. . The Indians®hbave
only one mode of argument—viz., white people cheat thém and all white
people are responsible for it. So, instead of seeking to take vengeance
upon the really guilty ones, they revenge their wrongs on the first whites
they come across. ‘ ‘

This is the whole secret of the Tndian War The results are horrible
in the extreme; for the Indians are bloodthirsty, and cannot be tamed,
nor reasoned with; while the pioneer farmers are Urave, determined and
will not retreat. Thus in the war of races e‘:termmntmn musy certaluly'
be the fate of the Indians, S

There are a fow instances, however, in which 1ndw1c1ua.l Indians have
' never allowed their savage allies to sway their better judgments ; and
these have rendered to the whites the most valuable services. Perbaps
1o one has attained more distinetion in this way than Virogua, a hand-
some young woiwan of the Osage Tribe of The Prairies. Her sffianced
lover was Menoti, a rising young .Chief of her tribe. Ove day he was
waylaid and muordered by Santans, Chief of the Klowahs who are the
‘bereditary enemies of the Osages. Most intense was the grief of Virog
20d over the dead body of her lover she solemnly vowed, n.caordmg%

the moat mysterious ritesof the Indxan belief, to revenge ‘his murdﬁn.:*_;w ;
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_,’I’ak'inrf from bhis helt the tomahawk ‘and knife He used i in battle, she -

mwoonted his horse, and, dashing from the v illage, rode to the nearest .
8. post which was Fort Oobb.  She offered her services to the whites;

and from tbe'moment of their acceptance this Iujlan gir, brave and ‘

wary, tracked Santana like 2 blood hound. Sunshine and storm were
all one to Viregqua ; and she was not contented until she saw Santana
'captive in the bands of Sheridan and ordered for execution,

Her attempts to rescue Mrs. Blynn and that lady's little boy from the
Eiowahs were not ooly most praiseworthy, bat daring in the extreme.
The following narrative thereof, and also the capture, sufferings and

. myrder of Mra Blyne, form together, & most thullmg and heart rending
story. \ -

For several days toward the middle of October, General Hazen the
Commander of the Military Post of Fort Cobb had been somewhat ex-
ercised about the hostile attitude of the Ind:ans around the fort. So
. atarming did the manevres of the gavagos become at last, that one
evening the General ealled » Couneil of his officers to consider whait it
would be best to do under the theeatening aspect of affairs. In the midst
of their deliberations the orderly in attendance announced a young
Indian woman of the Osages. She wished to see the General  Ag the
Osages were known to be friendly, the visitor was admitted. She walked
into the room without a ‘sign of tiraidity, and yet with such unaffected
grace and dignity 43 to make a favorable impression at once,

“What is your name? and what have you came here for 2 asked
Hazen pleasantly.

My name Viroqua, me daughter.of Big Beaver great Chief of Osages.

Menoti dead! Santana hide on the path like coward, and kil! Menotil -

Oh me did Tove Menoti’ big heap! be his squaw next moon. Buf now he
-dead! me call in the mcrning; but he not answer! But the (ireat
Spirit whisper among the trees, and then me know Menoti gone to happy
hunting grounds of his fathers. Me was pretty vine on Menoti's breast.

He big oak tree, and me wrap me all avound him. But he fall dead and

me wither now and die on the prairie with Menoti!
“Santana bad Chief! Ugh! he coward! he squaw?! he snake in the
dark woods! He hate pale face! Me hunt Santana! me kill him! me
_give him to pale face! Me show pale face how to kill Santanal how to
Vklll nﬂ the Kiowghs! how to take all the Kiowah ponies, sguaws,
-papooses and meat! Me love Meroti! thishis hatehet! his knifel Me
bate Kiowahs! Palo face let mo help you ? My great father has heard me,”
‘Her eloguence, and her agony of grief when she mentioned the pams
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of Menoti, convinced all who heard her that she was telling the truth;
and Geacral Hazen was glad to obtain her services, And bhﬁ took her
departure bappy in the confidence. which-she sew wis. plac.' in her.

Viregua lost not & moncnt baoud what was actually neéessary' for
her preparations for the perilou#vork she was about to undertake. She
wis fully qullpt.d by General Hazen for her journey; and, #% dusk of the
next day was falling -:ha, bade Fort Cubb adiew, and rode away ia the
direetion of the Kiowah Camps of Santana and Lone Wo

At that time thes? camps were situated not far from the Washita river
und she was not long in reaching them. Her app:‘oa.ch © the village of
her enemies was as cautious as that of a woll, for she well koew if sho
were discovered by any one who could recognize her, death by horrible
torture would be her speedy fate.  Fortune favgre(} “her, vhowever,'nud
finally she mingled among the women of the village without attracting
RBY suspicions notice, Uueé in, it did not take her long to ingratiate?
herself in the lodge of a warcior who, with ten other men was away on

o war path to the Northward, 'Icaving of course no oné at home but the

squaws. Viroqua represented horself as tho daughter of Tall Tree an
ander chief of & band of Cheyencs with whot the Kiowahs were very
feiendly.  'This Chief had been killed in a skirmish sometime Lefore, o
fact of whieh Viroqua was aware, and took full advantage. There were
other lodges beside the one she had selected, into any of which she ‘could
just as easily have obtained adwmittance, but she chose this because it was
sitwated within baif an arrow’s flight of the lodge of Sautaua. :
That celebrated leader was also away at this time, however, on the
Warpath against the Whites, though his return was daily looked for.
And among other women whom the Chisftain’s favorite sqmaw invited to

- assist in gotting things ready for his reception was Viroqua. To have

declined so0 great an bonor would have subjected the latter to suspicien;
and she, therefore joined in the preparations with seeming gladness. -
though her heart was overflowing with all the bitterness of which the
Indian’s churacter is capable. She was completely reconciled too, when®
she veflected that by this course she would be more likely to accompllsh‘
successfuily her plan. , ¢

Four days after her arrival in the. village Santana returned with his
warriors and was received with the most extravagant demonstrations of
joy. There were several scalps among the party; and according to the
suvage custom these 'werc donced on the second dsy. The following arée
the details of this ceremony. First at sus rise the gory trophies wore
hung up over the entrance of the medicine lodge, and a ‘volley. of twelve
guns aud as many arrows fired above them to scare away the spirits of
the owners from whose Leads they had been eut. Next they were
stretched on the ends of long red willow-wands and the dance began. A
tircle of warriors was formed around those who had taken the acslps,
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and the medicine men begana low, solemn chant, aceompanied by-subdued
drumming on gourds cut in half, and covered with the inver skin of a

daeer. ‘a certain tio ) T
r. After'a cortain time, one of the warriors sprang inte the centre of -

- of-the cirele brandishing the scalps he had taken, and reciting, in a
n}quotonous ¥et mosical tune, hizs own brave deeds; all the time a:ccom-
panying his recitation with dancing-  When he had finished his singing

, —thongh he still kept on dancing-—he sprarig to his next friend anz
jerked him violently into the centre of the circle. This one. now ,corn-
menced his narrative of heroism and sclf-laudation, the same as the first
bad done. 1n this manner one was followed by another until all the
brgves who bad taken scalps were dancing and yeiping and whooping
like demons. Meanwhile the medicine men kept up their chants ang
drtlxmming, momentarily growing more furious and louder as the dance ad-
vaiced. Now and then each of the dancing warriors leaped to some
friend in the cirele of squatting braves, and jerked him forward to join 1'11’
the E:eret'nony; so that after awhile the whole number were bounding
leaping, bending their bodics in almost impossible attitudes shoutin;
groaning, yelling and screeching, and brandishing spears; bat’chets anfi
knivea like perfect madmen or devils inecarnate, Shear exhausiion aloﬁe
put an end to the ceremony. ‘ ;

Santana had brought with him a8 eaptives a beantifal: white woman—
the unfortgnate Mrs. Blynn—and bher little boy Willie Blynn, the latter
about two years and six months old. Mrs. Blynn herself was not over
twenty two, and possessed of rare personal beauty, In truth it was
this that had cauded Santana to spare her, in order that he might add
her to the squaws he already possessed; a proceedin!g that not one of
the latter dared object to, without the certainty of hawing her head split
open with the Ohief’s_‘tomahawk. With almost ba_llish' shrewdness too
Santana had spared Willie’s life, not that he cared for it, but as he said :

CIf I kill white squaw?’s boy, she cry and fret, andwl then she get ugly!
Me want to keep ber pooty all the time.”

-During the time that Viroqua remained in the vil]aé‘e, which was about

8 week, she made two determined efforts to get Mrs. Blynn away from
the place and she was so nearly succeeding the last time that the fugitives
had got balf a mile distant and would have got clear away but from the
fact that two Kiowah men out hunting cam{ﬁupon them accidentally and
they were obliged to go back. ' ) '

.On the first oceasion Mrs. Blynn on aceount of little Willie being sick
with dysentery had been driven from the lodge and sat ‘nursing the child
- wrapped up in a piece of old buffalo robe. The weather was exceedingly
ct:)ld and damp, and in her solicitude for the child she put the robe. round
"him, leaving herself with nothing but her ordinary clothes, which being
~ torn in mauy places afforded her but little protection frora the cold blasts

of wind that drove over the prairie. After awhile Willie foll asleep and
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Viroqua seeing no one about went to the mother and said:

“ Wil pale face go way with papoose to Fort Cobb, if Viroqua take you.”

«Oh! God! Yes!" answered Mrs. Blynn, in ecstasy at the mere idea.
« 'l do snything for you, Viroqus, if you can only guide me to some
white post where I can get hélp for my siek child ™ o

1« Wait here till Viroqua go get bianket and meat; then we go wayr
Me hate Santana! Me going to help Chief Hazen cateh Santana and. .
hang him. Eat this till Viroqua come back.” .

So speaking the Indinn girl gave Mrs. Blynn a piece .of dried buffale
mest and & corn cake. Carefully did the loving mother hide away in her
clothing the gieater part of the food for Willie when 'h;e should wake,
eating but s small part herself. And then with a throbbing heart she
waited the return of her brave friend. : :
" Hardly had the latter disappeared, however, when Santana came out
of his lodge, and, seizing the little boy Mrs, Biyon. had in her arms, gave.
it roughly to one of his squaws to mind, and just as roughly taking hold
of the poor mother he half dragged and balf carvied her into the lodge.
But modesty, and pity for the miserable victim of savage violonce forbid
farthor record. Suffice it to say thatat day light Mrs. Blynn was throwa '

" into one corner of the lodge gimost insensible, and her baby boy given to

her again. The child was very fractious and cross, and the distracted
mother found that the squaw who had nursed him had given him a decp
acratch or eut on the side of the head, causing it to bleed very much.
“Thus was the captive not only prevented from making her escape with
Virogua ; but reduced to such a terrible condition - that she prayed
Heaven to kill her and her little boy. Indeed had it not been for her
tender solicitade for her child she would have taken her own life.
Virogus found her again during that day, and endeavored to cheer her,
assuring her that she would heip her away as soon a8 the first oppertuni-
1y offered, and giving her food for herself and child, aiso a little galt. The
opportunity came at last on the second day sfter, just before dawn, the
determined Viroqus led Mrs. Blynn out of tHe village, carrying the baby
for her, and holding a lap of ber robe resolutely over his mouth in order
that any cries he might utter should not create an alarm.. In this way
the two had safely gone about half a' mile, when who’ should spring out

directly in their pathway, but two tail Indians, whe had been out <,

hunting. . o o o .
Virsqua endeavored to persuade them to allow her and Mrs. Blym to -
g0 oh, promising much to them provided they wanld let them go to - Fort
The warriors replied that under ordinary circumstafices they would
not have stopped them, but as Santana was soon going. on - another war.
path they must force them to go back to the village, because, they would

" warn the pale faces at Fort Cobb what the Indians intended: to' do. Figd- .

i
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ing it impossible to succeed, the fugitives returned to tho village, though
Virogna coaxed the two warriors to say nothing of the affair,

. CVIROGUA GOER TO FORT L.'-O‘BB.. B

Finding that her efforts in behalf of the unfirtunatcieaptive were twice
thus trusirated, Viroqua, with the nataral superstition of the Indian
wiinad, fekt that soute * bad medécine” or ﬂpmt prevented: the escape of
Loes «Blynn, and turaing her whole mind upon ber original object- she set
st fui Fort Cobh'to give the valuable infurtation she had learned. re-

garding the intended movements of - Santena, Loue Wolf and several

mlm‘ Chiefs of C hE‘Y(‘nGb, Sionx and- kanﬁhs There had been seversl:
“oecasions an whichi-she-eould easily have killed ‘nut.m-l but what she
most desired was to be able to say that through her the whole tribes had
been defeated, and also to see Santana taken by the whites and hung like
a dog. ~ For these reasons did sbe relrain from laking the life of her
lover's enciny. ‘

Once on the way to the Fori, Virequa emountered & party of Bioux
who chased herand would have sudeeeded in capturing her bad she not.
turned in the saddle and shot down the’ foremost) Amid the con-

“fusion this tnexpected event caused, the daring givl floally got away and
- reached the fort in safety. -There she was soon closeted with the General
eommanding and his officers, and furnished them with informavion of the

said
“You eatchee S*mtzma'f’ ‘you bang him like dog:7” :
~ ““Weshall most-certainly punish him suitably whew we get bim," was
Genersl’ Hazet’s reply.  * &ud vot osly that, but 1 shal[ see that. you
are well réwarded for vour serviees.” :

“Me daughter of great chief! rhe no work f‘nr monev ! Me bnte
‘Bantana! Me hate Kiowabs! Mo help you take him, snd benps Kiowah
‘scalps and ‘ponies; but me’'no want ’wz'wdi Give ’wnrd 1o poor Indmn,
me rich! 1 bave bpuken!”

The earnestness tnd unspeakable d:gmtv‘ with whmh Vuoqua thus re.
fused all rewnrd for' what she had done or might do, sent: a thrill of

-adnairation through every, one of ber suditors. And Genelal Hazen was -
100 thoroughly sisguinted with the Indian disposition to press the ac-

_eoptance of reward any more upon his faithful ally. -
“Now Virogus,” said he, *“do you kiaow the way to-Fort Arbuckle?"
“Yes, I wiy pale brother wants Viroqua to go there, she will go, l;ke

the crow flies; straight! guick I”
She i»ihistrated he{‘ meaning wrth gméeful motions of her hgnds and
arms. ~

“Yes; ¥ msh you to go there as fast as. possible, and caery tins alking

‘paper’ {what'the Indians call a letter) to shie General commonding at that

intended opnt’atwn-a of the hostile ehiefs. Aftur sb-eﬁ had coucluded she |

aie chief, florcely.

“ Ufh ! she my white syuaw.! She make me mad! Me kil her and

Yaylight tomoxrowl x'n teach you t0 murder-innovent women and children!

'

poose ton | 1 ma the sav
You infernal red demon I execlaimed Gen’l%heﬁda.n

L 0 haogyoen at
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poat. You shall have the fastest horse T have.”

“ Good 1" exclaimed Viroqua, her brilliant black eyces sparkling like

diasmonds at the ideaof baving a fine borso.

‘ General Hazen like the shrewd man he is, instantly téok-advantage of
this weak point of his dusky wmessenger, and added:

© #Yes, Viroqua, it shall be my own horse, and you shall Lcep him

always for yourself.”

“0h'! me glad! good! good!” exclaimed’ the delighted Indmn girl,.
unable fo repreas her great joy, at heing so honored as io receive the
great White Chief’s war horse as her own *““to keep always.”

By the time General Hazen had concluded writing the despatch, an
orderly brought the horse, which in trath was a magnificent animal, and
within five minutes more Vlruqua. was speedmg away to Fort Arbuck]e

The intentions of Santana and his fellow chiefs were to gather t
s large number of their warriors, attack Fort Cobb, massacre the
garrison ; then attack the next nearest Fort; and serve it in the same
way. By this time winter would be set in, and thus prevent any pursuit
by the whites. In the meantime, before the grass grew again, they
hoped through mezns of the Indian Commission, to gloss over the mas-
sacres, throw thd blame on some friendly tribe, and thus induce them to
dig up the hatchet, and help to exterminate all the white settlers and de-
stroy the railroad to the Pacific. 'This was their general plot, the detailed
movenents of whmh exhibited remarkable tact, cunmng and ferocity, even

for Indians.

PREPARA’I‘IONS FOR DEFENSE.

The moment General Hazen had despatched Viroqua to Fort Albuckle
ke made preparations to de_fond his' own post, in'case he might be attacked
before help could reach him. As his means for any extended siege were
pot at all adeguate, the terrible natm‘e of bis task can only be partmlly
comprehended. . . . .

‘November had now set in; and sure euough 4n dn;ﬁordanca with what ’
Virogua had told the General,'the Iatter one afternoon’:bebeld: Santana,
YLone Woif and Tall Timber ndmg over the hills about‘half a mile away,
and sccompanied by about one hundred warriors. mmg their men
Santana and Lone Wolf ca.me in to the Fort and greeteﬁ“‘&eneral Hazen
in the most friendly manner. .

“ What are you doing ont with your braves asked Genem&;ﬂa@en of
Santana after gsome ordinary conversation, '

“Oh, we out hunting,” replied Santana half carelessly.

From his long experience among the savages, and his intimate know-
ledﬂ'e of their habits and modds of dressing and painting, the General
knew that his ugly visitors wére out for war, and he rejoined.: 3
- “How ig it you are out hnq{tmg painted and dresped as. you are, and E

J
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besides when you know there is nothing to hunt 7" ‘

#Oh! well,” answered Santana readily, *somé of my braves going
after heaps of ponies that Osage come and drive awpy from our villages
below. Ilow wany white braves you got bere in fore??

General Fuzen rose from the chair on which lie was sitting, and Isying
his hand upon the savage's shoulder, while be fixed hls eyes steadily a
Satana’s said :

“ Santana has a double tongue and two faces. You say you are out
hunting! You are not! You say you are the white men’s friend! You
wre not! [ know all about yous and I have enough white braves here
to take all your sealps!  And I have sent for o greal many more who are
now coming here. I do not wish to hurt you; but vou must do nothing
wrong. I bdve spoken; thatis all; and T want you to go away now,

1 want fight the white man is'veady, and you will all lose your
1 ‘ ‘ l

The Chief, and also Lone Wolf, eyed General Habken for fall & minute

in silence, as though trying to read lns thoughts; but Le kept his fea-

tures as stolid as their own. , .

Finally the two stepped fo a corner of the room ahd conversed in an
undertone. Then Santana :cph{d that he was sorry his white brother
had mistaken their intentions, and that they were going away with their
braves; Lut would come back again soon and show him they were friend-
Iy, TIn this mood they took their departure ; and w;'th their warriors dis-
appeared across the adjacent hills. General Hazen, rﬂ‘s they left, remarked
with meaning emphasis: ;

“You say you will come back and show us’ your| friendship. 1T %ha]!
take caro to have many more- of my white braves| here to receive you
woll.”

It was two days after this that Viroqua returned, hnd brought Gencral
Hazen a letter from the commander at Fort Dodge suvmg that he would
dispatch at least one company of men at once, and: communicate mth
General Sheridan i reghrd to the cmergency, 'f

The day following Santena came back slso; but as erequa wished, if

possible, to go back to lis village snd help ‘Mis. I’lynn to escape, she:

"kept out of the @hicel’s sight se that he coald not recbgmzu her as hwmg
been at the Fort -

Santana stalked into the Fort haring left his whriors over on 'the
- othewglda ®f the bills out of sight. He ashed Ge eral Hazen if the
white braves had come yet, The General replied thov had wot—a fact
Santana could easily see for bimsélf-but thas he \*as expecting them
every hour. The Indian smiled grimly, and then upquued of Hazen if
be would give min some tobaceo us he had none. It was thought better
not to refuse, aed & pound was handed- over to the; savage. The man
wha gave ib to bim goticed that he bad some in his pouch already; and

|
i
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told him of it. Santana made a great fuss instantly, remarking that he
Lad the inclination to tomahawk him for doring to watch a big chief"
like him. : ‘ -

Some reply was made when Santans actually denlt the man a heavy
back hand MMow in the moath, So incensed was the soldier that he would
have killed Lis assailant on the spot had he not been restrained by an
oficer present.  The Kiowah Chief muttering savagely, left the fort, and
was presently out of sight over the hills, DBut he did not go unfg
for his deadly enemy Viroqua, tracked him steadily step for step
%0 adroitly and éunningly that be was unaware of the fagt..

In about two hours she returned and informed General Hazen that
Lone Wolf and Tall Timber and some -other Chief she did not know
were on the otber sido of the hills; that Santana joined them aftei he
came from the Feort, and that ﬁnaliy after & long and earnest eonversa
tion they all shook their tomahawks toward the Fort. With them there
were now at least two hundred men fully armed and painted for war.

This information alarmed the little garrison of Fort Cobb, and most
earnest woro the prayers that were sent up for the safe and speedy
arrival of the reinforcements that were marching fo their relief, On the
succeeding day Santana with about a dozen bad looking Indians entered
the Fort and behaved in & »ery impudent way, apparently doing all in
Lis power to provoke some violence on the part of the whites, and thus
furnish bim with an excose for commwencing the massacre. But much
as tho Goneral commanding was galled by this, he restrained not only.
himself but alse his men, and so, notwithstanding the most outrageous n.
sults were offerad by the Indians no notice was taken of them, Just
before (leneral Custer had his battle on the Washita with Black Kettle’s
band of Cheyenes, all the Indians suddenly dlsappeured fromthe vicinity
of Fort Cobb, which led General Hazen to suppose that Santana.bad
changed his plan of action and would now attack one of the otber forts.
So once more hg sent out Viroqua with warning dispatches, and was varﬁ'
much surprised ta learn, when she came back, that the enemy had not

" gone toany of the other posts. But Virogqua could not easily give up the

pursait of her lmted foe; and of her osvn accord she again made off; tlus :
time resolved to go to the villages on the Washita.
Reaching the latter she found Mrs. Blynn still 3uﬂ'er1ng1\from the

. bratalities that were daily inflicted on her, but still bouyed up’ with the

bope of saving her little boy, Willie, whﬁ_had got better of his sickness

‘though he was yet very weak. There she found Santana'slso with ail

his warriors. They having cencluded that their plot of magsacre had .
been discovered by the whites, had seemingly given it up . and them
retired to this distant and secluded spot, assured that they.would not.
be followed through the bemry snows of Winter by the U. 8. troops.

hile in *he village, she again saw poor Mrs: Blynn w.ho was yet still.
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suffering daily torments at the hands of the savages, and had been so dis
figared by the Squaws as to be scarcely recognizable. Vlroqua premised
to tell Geuneral Hazen and if he could he would send - ransom for her
and the child Wilife. ' !

Viroqua had conceived a brilliant idea; which lLavus nothmg more nor
less than that she would hasten back to (renem.l Hazen and offer to guide
his, or Gen'l. Sherida’us troops.to the villagea of thr hostile Indians; who,
not oxgpecting any attack could thus be surprised)and receive a lesson
whiéﬁvould cause them to respect the authority| of the U, 3. Govera
ment. The brave, resolute girl spared neither. hcrqc!f nor horse till she’
reached Fort Cobb and laid before its commander her plan. The value
thereof was instantly seen by General Hazen, and Le dispatched Virogua
at onee with a letter of introduction to General Sher:dan, knowing that
dashing, earnest soldier was just the man to give the savages what they
80 much needed.

AVhile the devoted spy is speeding away from Fbrt Cobb, let us revert
to the story of Mrs. Blynn; who, with her little boy, Willie, fell a victim
to the brutahty of the Indizns. 3
MRS BLYNN'S CAPTIVITY.

Mra, Blynn 8 maiden name was Harrington, she being the daughter of ‘

"W.'T. Harrington, Esq., of Franklin County, Kanéas She was married
fn 1865, at the carly age of ninoteen, to Mr. R. F.|Blynn. She was ex-
ceedingly beautiful, and so gentle and amiable in her disposition that all
who knew ber loved and respected her. Being well to do, and yet of
sctive and ambitious temperaments, the newly wedded couple went away
to the Pacific Coast in the belief, or at least the hopa, that they could
build themselves up a fortune in that land of golden promise,

" Like many who .bad preceded them, however, they found the reality
far different from the first appearance; and so, afber making & strong
effort to get along, they gave it up, and determined on returning to Kan-
gas. About this time the Indisns were becoming exeeedingly trouble-
some on the Plaing; attacking nearly every wagon train, driving off the

* stock, burning the wagons, killing the men and rapturing the women.
But the train which Mr. and Mrs. Blynn proposed fo travel with was
a strong one, and ell were confident of being able to repel any attack

" that might be made duting the journey. The night before they started,

Mrs. Blynn bad a strange dream, which g0 impressed her that she told it

to her hushand, a.nd remarked I;he thought it was bad omen. This was

the dream. o

She dreamed that the wagon train had halted by a running stream to
camyp, when suddenly the sky was: overcast, Looking up she beheld

keavy clouds rolling, but instead of their natural color they were of a

{
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deop blood red. Just then her baby which was asleep in her lap screamed
and she saw a copper colored hand have bold of bim dragging bhim out
of her arms, tbou;r;rh she could not sce the Indian’s body. All of 2
sudden she beheld her husband {all dead, and at the same moment some
oue seized her and was carrying her away as she woke up. . A
'Mr. Blyon only laughed at her for her superstition, telling her that sbo
had had the dream because of having talked so much aboui the Indians
the day before. §till, even after they had started on their retarn to Kan-
gas the vision continuned to mako a deep impression on the, mind of the
wife. We do not pretend to assert that the strange dream was or was |
not what the fated woman claimed it to -be—an omen; but there iz no
denying the fact that there have been warning visions occur to people
from the time of Adam down to the present day, explain them away as
Swewil, - . L . :

The train had not been out many days before it encountered the In.
dians. Fifty or sixty Sioux warriors were seen on a distant roll of land,
who, on the approach of the party galloped away, but presently re.
appacred on the South side and a little in the rear of the whites, The
latter believing that an attack was about to be made, at once placed ali
the loose animals and wagons containing the women and children be-

“tween the large wagons which were arranged in an oblong shape. Sceing.

* this precaution, and mnrst likely fearing a desperate resistance, the
savages, after circling round the column at the distance of a quarter of a

- mile or so, and firing & few shots, went off with yells of rage and dis
appointment. . :

Severa] times within the succeeding two days did the travelers sce
JTundians; but none of them came close enough to make any trouble. This
inspired the whites with a vast amount of confidence in their power to
frighten away red skins, and the men began to boast of their prowess,
But the great catastrophe had only been delayed. -

reat beauty would no longer attract the

She pleading with them to spare her little boy, Willie.

b oy e

, 80 that her g

>
U
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The column bad reached Sand Creek, ond was just in the-act of cross.
ing when suddenly the wild yells of Indians fell upon their ears. They
looked toward the sounds, and there they bebeld a band of strange In-
dians, Cbeyenes, charging dowx upnn them. Tswo wagons bad already
got into the stream; and instead of ‘hastening-the rest across, and thus -
putting the creck between themselves and their pursuvers, the, whites
drove the t‘\woi back out of the water, got,th'em _entangled ambng the
‘othets, and in & moment had everything in confusion. Confusion is ex-
actly what the Indians Iike, and ihe Cheyenes now began shouting,
whooping and firing. their guns furiously in order to cause a stampede of
the live stock. This was speedily accomplished, and in five minutes all
the animals except those which were too well secured to the wagons,
were dashing away over the Prairie, ' ‘
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The Tndians being well aware that they could sc;éure the hoi:;es oy
their own convenienee now, merely sent two voung men to keep thom in
sight. and then turned their full attention to. the téain of wagons. In
their usual manner they began to eircle round these and at short inter.

vils to dush in at any exposed point and fire 2 volley of arrows and

Lutlets

Mr. Blyan was killed at the seccond fire, while
Wwagan 3 which were his wife and child.

“God help thew ! was all he sald, as, firing his rif
tae lust time he sank down dead.

For awhile longer the men stood and returned the
but when the latter charged the fifsh time the whites
cowards, leaving theéir wounded, all their wagons
and children in the hmnds of the victors, Sac

‘he who led the band, which was made up of Ch
his own Kiowahs—sprang in first, and was followoed

e at the Indians for

ire of the savages,
fled lke a pack of
5, and the women
tana—rfor it was
cyenes proper and
by his bravés, to

standing before the -

whom he issued orders to Jet the cowardly pale fziccsfrun away without
pursuit. - -

It did not take many minutes for the savages to examine the wagons
and their contents, and to sealp the dead and wonnded. . There wers
sever women and three children in the centre wagons. MTwo of the
children wore girls; one about twelve years old a d the other about
fourteen. They were named Mary and Sarah Brown.
children were at once seized by the Indians, stripped) and horribly vio.
lated by at least & dozon of the ted ruffians. And mére horrible yet to
relate, as ench brute sated bis passiong, he would drafy his knife and cut
a deep score on the quivering body of the vietim. | Alas! no helping
hand was near; and these helpless ehildren were actnally dead before
the last savage sunk bis tomahawk into their brains, The grown wonen,
with the exception of Mrs, Blynn, were also ravished, each by several of
the band. And Mrs. Blynn would have met with a like fate, but for the
reagon that, attracted by her great beauty, Santana took her for his own
special prizo as is elsewhere nirrated in this book. |

Immediately after the perpetration of these hellish \atrocities; and -

having secured all the plunder that they thought worth carrying away
. with them, the savages set fire torevery wagon, and with the horses they
bad taken from the traces, set out in the direction of their villages.

Shortly after thoy started they were joined by the others who had
gone after the stampeded animals. These had succecded in regaining
them all, and the whole Farty now moved forward in laste, fearing the
rapaway whites would get to » fort and have the U. 8. troops after them
before they could reach a place of safety. Mrs. Blynn's child, Willie,
*Wo yeaas old, cried very much, which so angered Santans, that once he
weized him by the heels and was on the point of dashing his brains put

B

These poor .
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The mothetr in agony sprang forward and caught the ¢hild, a:nd tussled
so bravely with the intended murderer that lje lu-ilghed and sajd: -
“« Ugh! Ugh! You ery so you be ugly ! No! Santana not lr:llpapoose,
then vou not fret! not git ugly ! ‘Pake papoose 1 no.t k;ll him. . -
With those words the Chief gave Willie to his ‘motfmr‘ again, and
mofted her vpon a pony behind .his own horse. Finding thritt b;dr
kee ir;g pleasant she pleased her savage captor, Mrs. Biynn ’fmd'.aat ored ,
nc»)J to dwell upon her own horrible situation and the awful life in StOltT*{
for her; but to sacrifice ail in the ‘hope that some ev.cnt wm.ﬂd occult'.-;&v
which she might be rescued and restored to ber friends with her ebi d.
It was-for him, the jewel of ber heart, that she made and sdhered to this

s ton. : )
.Ifjg;;:)ttfrienﬁship‘of Santana was fortunate in one respect, whlch‘was
that it saved Mus. Blyou from rudeness and insult by the other Indians.
When her captors approached the Washitq, group after group dropped
away from the ain colump, taking with them t!'.le women whom theji
had prisoners, until, on the arrival at Bantana’s village, Mrs. Blynn was
loft alaYe of all the seven. | f

Now it was that her hardships bkegan in reality. Fgr a day or two
Santana fed her well; but after that she had to get all that she ate from
the squaws in the same lodge with her, tmd. as these h:%gs o.t‘ women:
were terribly jealous of her, they refused to give her a_uythmg either f"or
herself or Willie, and took delight in cuffing and kickang. her whenever,
they had an opportunity. It was about this time that Virogua _came to
the village first, and the noble and daring efferts of that 'b}'ave girl mla,.de
in the prisoner’s bebalf are already known to the re_uder.. Shortly aft;{::r ‘
the second attempt was made to escape, Santana with hfs men went og{u
again to attack a train, leaving the squaws at home with Mrs. Blyan.

This was o chance the wretehes had earnostly looked for, and the 'Chief

had not gone two miles from the village when they got togetlfer anid
made ip a plot fo tortare the forlorn captive, who was now egtl‘rely o
their power. The details were quickly arranged and ready to put in exe-
cation. - o ' ‘ :

At a signal from the €hief’s hitherto favorite squaw-—_but who ‘bad
been neglécted since Mrs. Blynn had been in the lodge-—a ‘dozen s\qug.ws
seized the victiny, and, with her child, Willie, hurried her to a clump of

- woods in the midst of which was a small clearing, Gune.of them drove

a short wooden staké into the ground, while another fastened one end of.
a raw-hide rope, some ten feet in length, abiout the waist of Mrs. Blyon;
the other extremity being tied to the stake. The captive was then nearly
stripped, and the équ'aws, forming a regalar cirele around her,. made her_
ran round as fust as she could, each giving. her a hard cut with a tough
switeh or strip of raw hide. Her shoes were next pulled off, and the
squaws lighting sticks, touched her bare feet with them, and told her to

|
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dance, ‘ : - | :
When she was too much exhausted to fna}é any violent motions, these
she fiends took thin, sharp splinters of resinous |wood, and, thl:ustiut;
them into the tenderest porsions of Mrs, Blynn’s body, set them -on ﬁren
thus inflicting on ber the most exerutiating torture. 'Fina]ly the fa.vorite‘
squaw spoken of before, in a fury of passion, took ajgbarp edged shellshe
-{wore as an ornament, and cut & deep gash in each of hervietim’s cheeks.
, The others following suit, inflicted awfal wounds updp poor Mrs.
" Blynn, till at last her face, breasts and limbs were ode mass of wounds
blood and blisters. Gunpowder . was now rubbed over the quiveringl bod\:
of the vietim ; and when, in her.agony she screamed, dirt and filth were
stuffed into her mouth, - , i‘ -
While all this frightful barbarity was going on, a hideous squaw held
little Willie in full view of his mother, and when '-thdi pob;r child screamed
and struggled to get to her, she would Tift him clear | off the groand by
the hair of his bead and cut him with a stick exclaiming:

:‘ Dam white poppy ! me makee good | See I”
There is no doubt but that the savage fiends would have tortuséd both
mother and child to death, and then told Santana thet she had escaped.

and entering the woods, beheld what was going on. e at once stopped
it, not that he carved for, or had s spark of pity for |the victims tbem;
sa?lves; but he knew that Santana would be exceedingly angry at losing
* bhis prize.  So be threatened to toll the Chief, which the squaws f‘enrin;
he would do, begged bim not to, and promised him ma ¥y presents in cns:
he complied. They took their vietim back to the village and set abous
hegling up her wounds; which they did within a few days by the ép—
plication of some particular herbs known only to tha.TviId Indians of the

But-at this juncture an old man passing by, heard th1 cries and sereams,

plains.

Previous to this awful ordesl Mrs. Blynn bad. written to the General
(‘!ommanding the Department; whoever he might be. |The paper she got
from some that had:been brought from the wagons to the villsge, and she
had & piece of led pencil about an inch long. Viroqus took this leSter
for ber and we insert it in this connection. . No- eye |can vead its heart-
touching lines without growing dim with tears. '

Saturday, November 7, 1868, Kiowah Village on
. Washita River. “

Kmn Faienp: Whoever von may be, if you will jonly huy us |
the Indiana with ponies or anything, i.nd Tet 31;9 come ndyst};yywui?hfry?r:
until I can get word to my friends, they will pay yoy well; and I will
work for you also; and do all I can for you. If it is not.too far to this
village, and you are not afraid to come, I pray you will" try. The In-
. Gians tell me as nearly as I can understand, they expect traders to come
_ to whom they will sell us, Can wou find out by the|bearer and let me

know if it'is white men. 1If it is Mexicans, I am afrai they will sell us

into alajel-y in Mexico. If you can do nothing for me, write for God's |
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sake, to W. T. Harrington, Ottawa, Franklin Connty, Kansas—my father.
Tell'him we are with the Kiowahs or Cheyenes, and they say when the
white men make peace we can go home, Tell him to write to the Govera-
ment of Kauses about it, and for them to make peace, Send this to hins -
please. .
We wore taken on October 9th, on the Arkansas below Fort Liyon.
My uname is Mrs. Clara Blyun. My little boy, Willie Blynn, is two years
old.. Da all you can for me ; write to the Peace Commissioners to make
peace this F4ll.  Tor-our snke do all you can, aud God will bless you.

If vou can let me bear from you, lét me know what you think about it

Write to my fatber; send him this. Good bye! -
' Mrs. R. F. BLY~N.

- P. 8 Iam as well as can be expected, but my baby—my darling,
darling little Willie i3 very weak. Obt God help him! Save him, kind

. friend——even if you cannob save me. Again; good bye.”

Qantana did not returs until a few days provious to the attack made
upon his and Black Kettle’s villages, by General Custer, He bad succeeded
well, biringing with bim a number of ponies and much plunder, including
-8 whole maii that had been captured from the carriers on the Plains. The
-gealps of the unfortunate men also hung at his spear’s shaft. . .

The first day was spent in revelry and drunkenness, and again was
Mrs. Blynn subjected to the most horrible abuse by Santana. After the
debauch was over, and Santana found out hew his squaws bad 'mal.
treated end disfiguved his captive, he flew into a great rage, and seizing
the one who wag nearest to him, he nlunged his knife repeatedly into her

“breast, cutsing her bitterly at each blow. The others fled and thus

zaved themselves from his vengeance. After the déed was doane, remorse
took the placo of anger, and Santana moaned over the dead body of his
squaw as tenderly.os though shie had been killed hy some one else than
himself, * But after this event he no longer cared for Mrs. Blynn; and in-
formed ber that 2s she had made all this trouble in his lodge. she must
work now aad do all the drudgery. ‘ ‘ ‘
‘§f the péor, miserable captive hud it hard before, her fature fate was

ten times harder; for, no longer having the Chief’s favor, 'she became the

object of the most terrible brutality, even the girls aud bays being
allowed to kick and abase ber as they pleased. e

‘Once in the desperation of despair, Mrs. Biyan, holding her little oy,
close to her bosoth, ran out of the village, resolved to escape somewhere ;"
ar at least to make her tormentors kill her and Willie. - Bat, with the
shrewd refinement of eruelty, those who pursued ber, hissed tho doga on
ber and allowed the brates to bite her terribly before they called them off.

The poor captive now believed herself deserted by Heaven, and sank
into a semi-idiotic condition, sitting continually in one spot in the village’
hoiding Willie in her lap. Many of the Indians thought, that ghe “had
_gone crazy, and refrained from hurting or tormenting her. Noy would

el
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they allow those who did not think her mad to b
[The Indians never injure an idiot or wad persot

\
arm her.
, a3 they religionsly

believe that the Great Spirit has thus aﬁhcfed them for some good pun

pose. Iiditor.]
Santana did not think Mrs. Blynn was mad

ut, even Chief ag he

was, he dared not question the superstition of hls people.

Thus did Mrs, Blyun pass her time from that day
of the battle, whon General Sheridan’s gallant soldi
diate command of the intrepid Genersl Custer, came
huzzas upon the village.

up io the morning
ers, under the imme-
charging with loud

Black Kettle’s camp was the first attacked, though all- the village was

" of course aroused. It was just breaking day, and

" -the yells, huzzas, and firing, sprang out, her heart Dbeating wildly with
‘mingled hope and dread. Through the cold grey light she peered, and

-guddenly’ there came dashing forward a column
guided by Virogua; who, pistol in band, foughs like

of U. 8. Dragoons
an Amazon. The

thought of being st last saved, completely unnerved the poor morber;

and, bursting into tears, she was compelled to sit.doy
'ling, happy tones :

vn, sobbing in tremb-

“ Oh Willio] Willie! Mamina and Willie’s sswes at last! Don’t be

afraid darling; mamma will hold you safe]”

The words were yet on her lips, -when, like a
sprang behind her, and buried his tomahawk in her 1
two shots into the qiivering body of his victim as s

. Another instant and little Willie' wag in the monster

dashed against a tree, aud then, lifeless and limp, the
thrown like & dog upon bis mother’s breast. Most t
the mother, ecven in the agonies nf death, retained

her child, and unconscionsly, from the moment of)

blow, she had been reaching forth her wasted arms’|

wild beast, Santana
ead. He also fired
¢ sank back dying.
r's grasp, his head
dead baby boy was
uching scene of all,
he idea of saving

as theugh groping

for'him in the dark: "And now as his body was flung down upon
her bosom, the same arms instinetively, spabmodlcallpr clasped him a‘hbtf’?‘
never more to let him go-—for in this way were the corpses found by

General Sheridan and his staff, when searching for

tbe bodies of Major

Elliott- and his comrades. Mrs. Blynn and Wiilie, “"ltb the bodies of the

white soldiers, were carried tenderly to Fort Cobb, and there in one
sleeping peacefully -

grave, just outside the stockade, mother and child lie
enough aftér ther terrible captivity and sufferings.

VIROQUA ON SANTANA'S TRACK

Night and day did Viroqua ride, never halting mq
two at a time to take necessary rest, until she arrive
dan’s headquarters; when she at once demanded a)

-

re than an hour or
d' at Generzl Sheri.
n 'audience with the

Mrs. Blynn hearing

" with one of my soldiers to General Custer.

receiving her death

,,gbtamed permission to serve him.
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Commander of the Department aud presented him with her.letter of

introduction.

- The General, while reading the dispateh smiled to himself and said :

- ¢ Well, wul! that is m:m.tiy iy own plan. . 1 had determined on it a
month ago.'

Then addressing ‘the Indian mmdcn, he mquued of her if she could
and would gulde the troops direcily to the Kiowah villages ou the
Washita. - Virogua of course assured hlm in the affirmative, and detailed
to him her previeus history exaculy as she had doune to Geneml Hazen,
Generai Sheridan is an old and experienced Indian ilghtvr and he . felt

» certain that in Vi iroqua he had 3 most valuable assistant.

“ Well,” rojoined he, when the Indian girl had done, ** you shall stay
here w1th me, Viroqua, until tomorrow afternoon, when I will send you
Tt iz his column you will
guide to Santana’s village, and if I can only catch Santana and Lone

" Wolf I will see that both are bung or pumshed in some way for the

horrible atrocitics they have committed ", .

On the succeeding afternoon Viregua remounted her horse and set
forth in' company with Conrad Weiler, the soldier to whom General
Sheridan had referred, for General Custer’s camp in the field. Thie
Conrad Weiler was an eccentric follow.  Tall, w1th a Herculean and yet
shapely fmmo he was physically a splended man. His history was a
mysterious one.  He had lived in Germany, France and Canada, and
could-tallk the peculiar ]‘mrru‘wes of each counntry with grace and ease.
He bhad served in both the German and French armies, and” after leaving
Cauadn., strack into the Plains, where be lived by hunting and - trapping.
He was as brave as a lion, as goutle as a young girl, and yet as astute
and shrewd as a diplomatist, . Added to this he wag as true as steel,
and could be depended on as surely as the needle points to the
pole. Takmg quite o faney to the brave, bluff Sheriden, he asked and
This was the mote readily” granted
ms Conrad’s services were highly valuable to the military operations.

o The Doldicrs used to eall him “ Little Phll’s Pet " and he was liked by '

_every one of them. @)
In this gecentric man Viroqua had an excellent protector if the term

- might be used in regard to her, who had gone through so many dangers

aund aecomphs!aed 80 many darmv deeds alone and unaided, umldst‘
roving Binds of savage enemies in the path]e%s wilderness, But thev
were well matehed, and enjoyed each ‘other's company cxceedingly, ag
each knew sufficient of the others language to well understand every-
thing. General Sheridan did not send his * Pet” with Viroqua for - pro-
tection, however, but merely because he wished him to- ta.ku sﬁme dis-

. patches to General Custer.

I due time the two ‘arrived in Generm Custer's cammp, and within




[
t

i
i
|

40 . GENERAL SHERIDAN'S 8QUAW SPY:

E

half an kouw? sfter that, the troops were delighted td see unmistakable -
vigns of activity. I’rabently it was announced thsJ.t.| the column waa:
about to move forward in search of the hostile Indians The men wero
highly elated at the prospect of a brush with the shvawes and could

hardly be restrained from continual Lheermg

Mules were litched, horses saddled, pieces looked after and wagons
arranged. | Tinally all being ready, the “Forward” wat sounded and -the

e splendid horse .-

mareh began, Viroqua r1dlng well ahead mounted on t
General Hazen bud given hor.  As she rode and managed her steed most

beautifully she was the olject of many an econium. Apd she was indeed
a provd and lovely womaa to look at. . Gener Custer, himself (who if he
has one weakness it is in regard to horses and horse ansbip) did not

cease to admire bis dusky and determined guide. He rode much beside
her, and while. so doing conversed gaily with ber. . :

“Virogna,? said be, after listening to ber history o|‘f herself and the
murder of her Tover, “ I know what reward would please you best; and
3. I can I will gratify you. You shall bave Santana's scalp!” '

“Ugh! Ugh!” exclaimed Viroqua, “ No! me no want sealp of a squaw
Chiefl a snake in the woods ! Santana coward! be old woman ! be dog!
Ugh! no! Me help cateh Santans; and then you bang him like dogl and
the buzzards get his scalp I?

“Well, so far as I am, or General Sheridan is, cone rned, your wish
shall be gratified, and, Santana shall be hung like a qow as he r:cbly
-deserves to be,” roplied Custer,

“@ood] Oh, me glad! for then Menoti be revenged, 'and Virogua will
- go to the epivit land. And her poople will call ber in tha merning snd
at sun down, and they will hear the Grea’ Spirit whisper in-the long
grass of the Prairie, and tell them Viroqus gone away to Menoti in the
Bpirit land! Oh! me love Menotil” - |

After this the Indian girl remained silent, but stead:]y rode on, leading

the avenging column behind ber to the defeat of her hated foe Santana, ..
‘When the march first began the weather was comparatively mild ; baf,
within o few hours, the wind rose and blew a perfect gdle bringing with”

it a heavy fall of snow, which beat into tbe faces of the ‘advancmg troops
and almost blinded them. Yet stern | iand determmerd like a marble
statute, wrapped in her buffalo robe, sat Virogua in her saddle, and
forced her steed forward through vhe driving tempest. ([Her example had
a wonderful effect on the men, for when they beheld the endurance and
" bravery of this Ind’ian girl they could not but‘ tramp resolutely after
her,

As ghe column begnn to come w:thm the region of the villages of the
. foe, great caution was exercised to prevent any slarm being conveyed
to the latier. Flaokers and out-riders were sent well ahead and on the
Qanks, with orders to captnre or kill every wandering or lurking Indian

L
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they should fall in with. Strangely enoungh, after thc cecentric. Conrad
Woeiler, the most religble scouts and trailers were a’ party of friendly
Iodisns belonging to the Osage tribe, Thus, with these sharp-sighted
wary nmen throwo out, (xenerul Custer’s column moved forward through

‘the wilderness liks a great Cbﬂtlpbde fee]lag cautiously for the unseen -

enemy it had doomed for its prey.
When the column had crossed the Canadian river, Viroqua informed

the .General that it would be safe now to throw out at least one fiying

" detachment in a certain direction she nanied, and - then to move the main

column down stream five miles, and await the return of the scouts. ’

This was done, Major Joel H Elliott being detailed on the important .
duty. Hardly had General Custer gained his camp before courriers and
scouts came gulloping in with word that a fresh trail of a returning wap
party going in the direction of the village had been crossed. At this in-
telligence Viroqua became almost wild with excitement. Sprmwmg upon
her horse at a single bound she exclaimed :

“Yet the pale face braves fly after Santana Ilko the war r,agle of the
mountains, or the Kiowabs tell him we coming and he run away.”

Five minutes later and the bugle sounded “ Forward,” and the cSlumn
marched galty to the conflict. At the same time the storm whlc.h had
lulled, recommenced with fury; but heedless of its peltings, Viroqua

“rode onward jedring through the gloomy expanse before ber for the first

glimpse of Santana’s lodges, toward which ghe was guiding the column
straight, unerring as the bawk flios., In order to expidate matters
General Custer had only taken three days rations with “him, leaving the
train under a guard of ninety men under Lieutenant Mathey, Thas he
moved very fast, and going across country, struck Major Elliott’s column.

The whole command now pushed onward with the utmost speed.
Expectation and excitement pervadod every man from General Custet
down to the humblest soldier.  The Osages, trailers and scouts with

. Viroqua at their head; took the lead. Night came on; but their was no

halting yet. The foe was known to be near, znd forward moved the

- eolumn. Viroqua and her Osages’ now rode%‘gompletclv out of sight,
a

but presently galloped back and the command came suddenly to a halt,

“ Kiowahs | heaps lodges! Cheyeuusl heaps lodgeal heaps squnws!""* S
" heaps ponies I" exclaimed Virogua, in bated breath to General Custer.

T'his wassufficient, and, leaving the column, the gallant ‘Commander
rode away with the Indian scouts to reconpoiter the position of the.
euemy’s village, and decide on a plan of atteck. Virogua led the way
to the top of a ridge, and pointing dowan into the valley below, at & mass
of dark objects, wbile her black eyes fairly flashed with hate and Joy, she

_ whispered :

“ There I” ) :
" Then followed a dead silence l‘or several minutes; during which Genernl.
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Custer examined the distaut objects through his field glass. DBut  the in.
spection did not satisty him exactly.

“ I think thatis a berd of butfaloes!” said he.

The artist never lived that could have propetly painted the expression
that flashed upon the face of Virogua at these—ta her——appalling words,

She stared at Custer almost vacautly for a mioute, in- the dim moon.
light. Like a flash of lightning, however, intense satisfaction - then il-
luminated her expressive features, as jerking up her finger in a warning
position, bending lhcr{héad forward in the direction of the villages, and
still keeping her vyes fastened upon Custer, she $aid ;

“ark! buffalo no wear belli” ‘ .

Custer Jistened intently, and stire enough, up through the cold gloom of
the valley, came the tinkling of a bell, evidently about the neck ofza
horse or cow. | ’

“That’s cnough !’ said Custer. “You're right; Luffaloes dou’t sport
bella.” ‘ : ‘
Then be took another survey of the doomed village; and satisfying

himself as to the proper mode of attack, he immediately returned in
company with his scouts to the anxious soldiers whog awaited him with
impatience. To twake sure of huving no mistakes, ]mirode back to the
ridge, taking with hitn the officers to whom be was golug to intrust the
various converging columns, and cxplnined his plans and all details to
them thovoughly. o |

The village lay in a line along the South bank of the Washita in the

: s i :
following erder: first, the Arapahoes, vext the Kiowahs and Cheyenes,
and last the Sioux. Everything being understood, ll.ic officers soon re.
‘oined the troops, which were divided into four sephrate commands as
follows, Riyht Column, Comganies B. & ¥, under |’1'wet, Licut. Col,
Thompson. Right Centre Colunuy, Brevet Liedt. Col. Myers, command-
ing. . Cenire Column, Cowpany A. D. C. aud K, under Brevet Major
Geners! G. A. Custer in person. . Left Column, Companies G. I aud -

. M., under Major Joel T Elliott.  With the Centre Column were tiic
‘shiarp shooters, under Brevet Licut. Col. Cook. The signal for the attack
'was to be the dawn of d#¥, or the Bripg of a gun. . .

Between the completion of these arrangements and the hattle, the time
was fully occupigd getting the varions commands into proper position,
It was now dawning day, the Centre Column was given the word, and,
with Custer in front, went dashing at the village. The galloping of the
horses in the still air, conld easily be heard by the other columus, which
were instaatly plunging forward at a charge. - ‘

Black Kettle, s noted Chicf of the Chevenes, was the first to be aroused
by the noise; and Dbounding out from his lodge, be fired his gun and
uttered a Wild yell of alarm. Instantly the hostile Indians weve all out,
and the baitle began - at once with uncxawpled fury. Yelis, whoops,

- o

Conrad Weiler, the eccentric ‘hunter and trapper; drﬁ@ed -in“-t“,[_zlg;
" uniform he used to wear in the Army in Algiers. Heia a descend-
ant of old Conrad Weiler, the cclebrated German Pioneer to America

! .
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rroany and huzzas, mmn-lcd with the ratiling o" rifles the @ -@ngﬁug" of .
batiets, and the whlmmv‘ of arrows. S ‘

“ume of the dragoons—uot the column, however, which Viroqua was
with—saw Mrs. Blynn with her child, Willie, trying to make her escape
to the whites ; and they worked their way through the combat towards
ber. It was at this moment she was discovered by her captor, Santann,
who, sceing her ‘object, determined to Xill her within full view of her in-
tended rescuers ; and accordingly. did so in the brutal way alrcsdy Harra-
ted in the previous pages.

A vcllev of balls was fired at the f'(,nd Lbut he remained unharmed,
‘and, running among some of the lodges was lost to view. Viroqua fought

beside Com‘ad Wuler and performed prodigies of valor, until finally she
was badly wounaod in the side, and fell from her horse. Conrad took
her up tenderly and carried her out-of the battle, which continued with -
the utmost ardoi‘suntii at last Santana’s warriors broke and ran away down
‘the river. ~"Phe dheyene% and Sioux; seeing the fall of Black Kettle and
several ¢ ‘her distinguished Chiefy, also ﬁed and victory crowned the
banners-of the whites; who, with ringing huzzas and cheers, took
possessién of the whole village, all the squaws and stock, and in fact
- capturing everything. ‘ '

But, notwithstanding his complete triumph, General Custer knew the -
Indians were too numerous to allow the hazzard of pursuing them, when
they might make a cireuit, overwhelm, Lieutenant Mathey, burn #ap his
provision train, and thus leave the whole command to starve to death in
the: pmmcs Bo, hastily destroying the village and killing cight bundred
horses to-prevent them falling again into the hands of the savages, he
gathered the squaws and their ehildren together ander guard and set out
with haste to get back to his wagon train. This he found all safe; and
according to orders, he started at once for Fort Cobb, General Sheridan
himself short!y joining the column. It was o fortunate thing that the
Oommunder went with his men to that post, as wxll be seen from the
following acéount of the movements of the savs fes subsequent. to the -
battle. -~ '

Santana, ag soon as possible after his defeat, redyganized his vanquished
warriors, and, in a speech of persuasive eloguence, induced them to at-
tempt to revenge themselves for their late terrible losses and discomfiture.
And hardly bad Custer commenced his retrograde ere Santans and
Louve Wolf were moving on Fort Cobb, with the fall intention of mas.
sacreing the: whole garrison and burning down the post. Marching ad .
fast ag they lcould, the savages reached the Fort a little soconer than
Sheridan and Custer. At the moment of their arrival Gieneral Hazen,
with anotlier officer, was riding out, and Santana instantly took both
prisoners, and -told them they wounld be killed the same night. And
“here is-no doubt the threat wo%ﬂd bave been executed, but just at this

*
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- juucture agpompany, that had been sent from -Fort_ Arbuekle, appeared”

coming over the hills, Santana now released General Ifazen, Lot re.
lained the other prisoner as a hostige. Then with a troop of his warriors
be galloped away to meet the company, ordered them in the most ime
perious manner to halt, and turn back, or he would not spare & man of
them. ' .

To this the Captain of the company replied, that his orders were to go
to Fort Cobh, and he was going there. If the Indians wanted s fight
they could have a hot one in double quick time. ‘ :

“Very well,” said Santana, “you can go into the Fort; then we kill
all you pale fuces tomorrow 17 ‘ ‘

With this threat the savages moved off aﬁd disappeared. Krowing |

that General Sheridan was within at least a day’s march of the post,
General Iazen sent o coutrier to apprize him of what had occurred, and
~ also the intended attack, K ‘

The next morning. the Indians reappeared, the main body rem‘ainin‘g on
the crests of the distant hills, while Santana and Lone Wolf came boldly
into the Fort. A parley was at once begun in order to proleng the time,
and in the midst of it the bugle notes of Sheridan’s army came thrilling
across the prairies like the voices of giants rushing to the rescue. For a
moment Santana was non-plussed; but instantly reeovering himself he
assunied a bold, defiant air, and instead of retreating to his warriors, he
merely paced up and down, and, after awhile, actually rode out to meet
the advancing eolumn. ‘ . -

When General Custer came up he offéered him his hand ; but Custer re-
fused to take it, at which Santana drew baek with the.utmost anger. But
the General wus not to be deceived, and gave the savage such a lecture
that he “ drew in his horns,” as the soldiers remarked, and, and after
gome parley, he and Lone Wolf and a Comanche Chief called Bright
Knife, went with General Custer toward the Fort.

At this juncture the wagons containing the dead ecsme up; and the

first taken out were Mrs. Blynn and Willie. As the bodies were laid

down—the child Iying as though asleep in his mother's arms—Santana

looked at them, and a hideous grin of satisfaction played on his features.

General Sheridan was passing also on the instant and seeing it stopped .
and inquired ; ' '

Who did this horrid decd ?7 fixing his eyes on Bantana as he asked the
guestion, ‘ ‘ :

* Ugh 1" ejeulated the Chief, drawing himself up scowling, fiercely at
Sheridan, and slapping himself pompously on the breast, * she my white
squaw! She make me mad, and o kill her and papoose too! Me big
Chiof o | :

“You infernal red devil!1” exclaimed Sheridan, while his eyes almost

shot fire, “ I'll bang you at daylight tomorrow morning! * T’ teach you

=
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to murder innocent women and children 1" o B

Santana said no more, but turned away. Skortly after this' the wily
gavage, watching his opportunity, put spurs. Fol Lis .horse, ﬂfld dashbed
away, with the intention of escaping and rejoining his warriors. DBat,
with all his celerity, he was not quick enougli; and erc he hlad gove &
giuarter of o mile, Surgeon Morris J. Asch, and Licut. Col’s. Mc‘G‘romg]e
and Cook overtook him, and with leveled revo‘.]v_ers Jbrought him toa
stop, and then marched him back to the Fort, where ﬁc was_ at once pui:.
under guard of a file of soldiers, who had orders to shoot him or Lone
Wolf down the instant either attempted. to eseape, : .

The savage captives began to think they had somehody. to deal with

" who would not trific with them ; and presently, after some conversation

‘smong themsclves they proposed to have a“ big talk’.’ with General
Sheridan. DBut they received tho reply that the  Big Chief” would not
talk with thefn; that he wished nothing to do with them, as he had made
up his mind to punish them in such & way as would be an example to .all
‘the rest of the Indians. Their savage pride broke down com‘plotely with
this answer ; and Sﬁﬂ;ana on bebalf of himself and companions, begged
abjectly for merey, promising that if they were spared, ‘they would send
“word to all their various bands to come in, give up their _arn% and make
peaee; K . ‘ .
This proposition was made known to General Cus:tel:, and after & con-
sultation between General Sheridan and him about it, it was decided to
take advantage of the offer, and thus save many lives thfzt must be lost
in a further prosecution of hostilities. 8o Sentana was informed that he
and his conipanions would be spared on the condlti.ons that .he had
named. But they would be held as hostages for the faithful pe;'formm‘xce |
of the profnise; and should there be the slightest appearance of deception
or “ two facing and longuing,” they would all be bung up mstantbj.
There was no misunderstanding this decision ; and thl? consequence
“was that, within forty eight hours, large numbers of Indians began- to
come in to the Fort.: So, in his short but determined Winter campaign,
Gene‘ral Sheridan sctually saved s vast eﬁ‘usipn of bl‘ooﬁshed, outlay of
public money, and did more than all the Peace Commissions that wers |
ever held—to insure at least the safety of thousands of helpless women

. and children on the frontiers. And we firmly believe that if the

" whole Indian business were placed in the hands of Lieut. General
'Sherman and Major General Sheridan, we should have no :‘non.a trouble
with the savages. For these distingnished soldiers are too high toned-

aud houest to defraud the Indiang, as the political agents do, of what the

Government intends to give them, and they are‘..too. brave, and too ?'x- :
perienced in Tudian character and traits, not to inspire t_ha BAVAgZER w1t:
a wholesome dread of their ability and resolution to inflict prompt sn
terrible punishment for all outrages. ‘ ‘

v
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Major Elliott and his gallant so]diers—x\:lld, having heen cut off from

the main column in the battle of the Washita, were butchered by their

savage focs, aud mmutilatedsin the most borrible manner—were buried
with all military honors by théir surviving comrades, in the little cene-
tery at-Fort Cobb, Their bodies were frightfally- mutilated, feet and
hands being eut off, throats cut, ears and noses slashed off, and from ten
to thirty bullet and arrow holes in cach corpse.  From- some of them the
head had heen eompletely cut off and taken away., ‘ ‘
Besides the soldiers graves, another grave was dug, and in this one
were laid thel‘remaius of the unfortunate Mrs. Blyan and her darling
little Willie.  Little wrecked they of the borror and hérdshipe thé;
had gone through; and there now, in the silence of the bouodless

wilderness, mother and child, parted not in life nor death, sleep as peace-

fully as they would in the village churehyard at home. And.though

loving friends cannot drop tears nor strew flowers on their gfave yet

each returning Springtime will plant it with fragrant blossoms and g’reen

grass, while the wild songsters of the Prairies will sing sweet carols above

the slumberers, i -
A.S for Viroqua she recovered sﬁeedi]y'ﬁjom ber wound, and like the

~ Genius of Yengence awaits the execution of punishment upon Sartana
_the murdet€r of her betrothed kushand, B

¢
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rHE BODIES OF THE MASSACRED BROUGHT IN.

.

" The baft!le that General Custer fought with the Savages on the Was-
fita, had been over for more than a week - Still, however, no tidings

“had beep heard of the gallant Major Elliott and his comrades. All that

was koown of them was that they had beon seen charging down the

" yiver after a party of fugitive Cheyenes. In order that the terrible mys-

tery might be solved General Custer determined to make a flying visit to
the late battleficld. General Sheridan, being at that timein Custer’s camp,
be too resolved to goin person to the scene of the late conflict.

 As fhere was some peril likely to be encountered from roaming bands
of the savages, the exploring party were duely made ready for any emcr-
gency whick might arise. These preparations required 2 whole day and. the:
next morning about seven o’clock the buglers sounded the advance. By
nine the column reached the ridge from which, on ihe night previous the
battle, Viroqua had pointed out to Custer the villages of the Indians
half hidden in the gloom of the valley below. .

- 8o stilland solemn was the seene now that General Sheridan involuntari-
Iy halted to contemplate it.  As.far as the eye could reach the whole
face of the (Lﬁuniry including the scanty, leafless trees, and withered grass,
and herbs was completely covered with a heavy coat of frost, which heing

_agitated by the wind, resembled in the clear sun light an undulating occan

of diamonds and al kinds of precious stones. Yet the solitude was act-

- ually awful ; for not an snimal, not a bird, could be seen, though as soon

as the party descended into the valley to the immediate vicinity of the
battlefield the place seemed alive with beasts and birds of prey that had

been attracted thither by the bodies of the slain. : .

Here horror and desolation met the view at every step. Every lodg
with all its contents had been burncd to the ground ; while here and thero
in spgts, were consumed pile of dried meat, buffalo robeg, camp kettles,
blankets, wood, portions of dress, weapouns, and every conceivable article of

- use about an Indisn village. - As the colomn advanced,'(}énelral Cuaster

pointed out the places where the troops had petjformégl certain movements,
and explained.the partizulars of each part of the terrible conflict to Gen-
eral Sheridan, all of which he progounced perfectly correct ; and. he com-

+ plimented nis subordinate very highly for the manﬁe’(‘ in-which he had

conducted the battle. - _ : .

Having examined the immediate locality of the combat the party now
advanced down stream in the direction in which Major Eiliot and his gal-
Iant troopers had been last secn during the battle charging after a mass
of fugitive 4s§vagcs. The opinion was that somewhere below they had

i
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-been met and eompletely overwhelmed by a large detachment of Indians «

H

attacked by Custer,  The sequel showed this to be correet.
A sharpride ofnearly aquarter of 2 mile brought Sheridan and bis eseort
o aspot uver which the erows and buzzards were cireling and where with-
in i radius of a fow yards lay the mangled bodies of the once g#llant Mai.
or Elliot and his fated comrudes.  Ueneral Sheridan, accusl:omod as h‘]e
was fo seenes of blood and carnage, could not repreés the exocrations ;;hﬁt
. hurst from his lips 2s he gazed down upon the horribly mutilated corpses
«A;f' his faithful soldiers. In order, however, that the reader may 'lltif"e
- 1 v himself, or hersclf, as to the mawkish sympathy that a few n'.oojd b‘:lt
:_ixeixfpc;:'ie;need and illy-informed persons have raised about thz “ poor
Indians, ” we copy entire an account of the wouuds apd mutilations on
. each _bcfdy witich was sent by the N. . Herald's speeial eorrespondent
l’tflvxous to burial De. Henry Lippiieott, Assistant, Surgeon Unite(i
Btates Army, made a minute examination of-all the bodies and th,e extent
of their mutilation. The following is from his official statminent ;
Majar Joel IL Elliott—Ono bulict hole in left choek, two bul]ets.in head
throat cut, right foot cut off, left font almost eut off, calves of legs ver :
wuch cut, groin ripped open and otherwise mutilated, ’

. as the fatter were advancing to assist the village which had already been

Walter Kennedy, Sergeant Major—DBullet hole in right temple, head .

partly cut off, seventeen hullet holes in back and two in legs,

+ Harry Mercer, Corporal Company E—Dullet hole in. right axilla, one

. et A ' . ‘e . o

in region of heart, threo in back, ecight arrow wouands: in back right ear
' =]

cut off, head sculped and seall fractured, deep gashes in Loth legs and
1

throat cut,
Thomas Christie, Company E-—Tullet hole i ig
( , C ‘ G *t hole in- head, right foot cut
bullet hole in abdomen aud throat cut. . , T Oﬁ;‘
William Carrick, ACorpomI Company H.—Builet hole in right parietal
1)0;0, both feet cut off, throat eyt, left armo Lroken and otherwise mutila-
ed. |
Eugene Clover, Company H—ead ' '
T, y H— cut off, arrow wound in ri i
both legs terribly mutilated, ’ ' " right side
\?I[f;l]::rnl Muliigan, Company H-—Bullet hole in lofs side of headd deep
gashes in right leg, left arm deeply gashed, head ' .
¥ g - seal :
otherwise mutilated. ’ ) o bech theoat eut and
James F. Williams, Corporal Company I--Bullet hole in buck, head
= * . '
a:}dﬁ both arms cut off, many and deep euts in back and otherwise mutil
ated. ' : ' )
: ’ ‘ . ,
Theras Downer, (?ompan‘y I--Arrow hole in region .of stomach, thorax
-cu;‘l)pen, head ent off and right shoulder eus by a tomabawk,
‘homas Fitapatrick, farrier, Com : -
, & » Company M—8ecalped, two ar d.
several bullet holesin back, throat' cut, 'p rom oo

v M—DBullet hole in right p'ariet'al bone,

!
i
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Joln Mavers, Company M—Several bullet holes in head, sealped, skall
exteasively fractured, several arrow and bullet holes in baek, deep gashes
in face aud throat cut, ‘ o

“(Jaraon D J. Mayers, Company M-—Several bullet bolesin head, scalp-
cd; nincteen bullet holes inbody, throat cut and otherwise mutilnted.

Ifal Sharp, Company M—-Two bullet holes in left side, throat eut, one

" Lullet bole in loft side of head, one arrow hole in left side, left arm broken

and otherwise mutilated. . . ‘ -

Unknown—bead cut off, body probably devoured by wolves.

Unknown—Head and right hand cut off, three bullct and nine arrow
holes in back, and otherwise mutilated.

Unknown—Sgalped, skull fractured, six bullet and thirteen arrow boles
i back and three bullet holes in chest. *

Wagons were at once detailed, and the corpses brought in and buried
as been parrated.  Mrs Blynn’s and Willie’s were among the number. fm-
mediately after the battle of the Washita a document purporting to be
frony friendly Indians of the Cheokee,, ‘Creck Choetaw tribes was sent o
the commissionner of Indian affnirs qﬁ Washington demanding an inves-
tication into the battle and asserting that the Indians who bad been at-
tacked wire friendly to the whites. But the document was so evidoutly
from the-pens of certain white men that we bave onr doubts whether it

. wag ever nearcr the plains that some Burean at Washington. However

its whole statement wasoverthown by General Sheridan’s plain soldierlike
letter regarding the matter. We insert this letter.
HEADQUARTERE DEDPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 1N THE, ¥Frien, DEpor
oN THE Nogrn CANADIAN, AT THE JUNCTiON oF BrAveR CREEK.
' Dec. 3, 1868.

BrevetxMajor General W. A, Nromors, Assistant Adjutgnt General, Di--
vision of the Missouri, 5t. Louis, Migsouri :— / )
GeneraL—I had an enterview to-day through the inferpreter, Mr. Cur-

tis, with the sister of Black Kettle, from whom I learn as follows, and

which scems to be, hfter close questioning, o cotreet statement of the In-

" dians who were located in the vieinity of where Custer bad his fight on

the 27th ult., on the Washita river, about seventy-five or eighty miles
southwest of Fort Cobb and immediately south of the Antelope Hills, ‘The
Indians there where encamped on the Washita as follows :—

First, Black Kettle and other chiefs of the Cheyeries and a small party
of Sioux, in all numbering fifty-one lodges. Fight miles down the stream
wore all the Arapabocs and seventy additional lodges of Cheyenes ; also

" ihe Kiowas, then the‘-Apaclms and Comanchea. While thus engamped

three war parties were sent out north ; one composed of Cheyenes, Kio-
was and Arapahoes, wcn$ north in the direction of Liarned, and the trail

- of which we crossed in coming down ; it was still out. Another party,

composed of Cheyenes and Arapahoes, which party returned, and the
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trail of whichled Generai Custer into Black Kettie's village. This party
brought back thrve sealps, one of which was the expresman’s killed ani
horribly mutilated just before ) left Fort Dodge. The mail on his person

was found in Black Kettle’s camp, The other party was a mixed party .

-and went ott on foot in the direction of Lyon, and still out.
About the time the first of these parties left, Black Kettle and a repre-
 sentation of one sub.chief from each of the bands visited Fort Cobl, and
all brought back provisions from General Hazen or some one else there,
and while they were gone, or about the time of their return, the lasi war
party was sent out, which is the one first alluded to as going in the direc-
tion of Fort Larned, and whose trail we crossed. .

The women are of the opinion that they will all sue for peace at Fort
Cobb, since the blow received by them on the 97th. They would have
eome here hed the opening there not been held out to them,

I will start for Fort Scott as scon as the trains from Fort Dodge arrive.
It it had not been for the misfortune to ‘the Kansas regiment, of getting
lost from the trail while en roufe from the Little Arkansas to this place,
and the heavy snow storm which reduced and jaded their horses so aa
to render them on arrival unfit for duty, we should have closed up this
job before this time. As it is, I think the fight is pretty well knocked out
of the Cheyencs. Thirteen Chayenes, two Sioux and one Arapahoe
chief were killed, making sixteen in all. . ' ‘

The government makes a great mistake in, giving these Indians any

considerable amounnt of food under the supposition of neeessity. The whole |

country is literally covered with game, and there are more buffaloes than
will Tast the Indians for twenty years, and the turkeys are so numerous
that focks as large as from one to two thousand have been seen, and the
country is full of grouse, quails and rabbits, - Herds of antelope and decr
are seen cverywhere, and even ran through the wagon trains of Gteneral
Juster on his march. " ; '

“Mhe buffaloes hero are a separate hand from those ranging during the

Fall, north of the Union Pacific Railroad, where I have scen myselfnot less
thar 200,000 inone day., o

~ The reservation laid offfor the Arapahobs and G heyenes, by the treaty
af 1867, is full of game, and the most luxuriant natural grasses, as repoi-

ted by Colonel Crawford, of the nineteenth Kansas, who has just passed

through this reservation reports the same.

Black Kettle's sister reports three white women in the lodges below:
Black Kettle’s camp. L o
Very respectfully yours, \

e P. H. SHERIDAN,

. - Major General United States Army.

The whole matter of the trouble with the Indians is so little understodd
that not one in ten thousand can really form a correct opinion in regard

+
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to them. We therefore in this connection tusert the full report of Lieuten-

- ant General W. T. Sherman, and commend it for its straight-forward

stvle. 1t puts the saddle on the righ_b. horse without fear or favor,
MH zADQUARTERS MILITARY DivisioN MI‘ssoum,l .,
St Louss, Mo, Nov. 1, 1868, ) ; )
Rrevet Major General E. D. Townsuwp, Assistant Adjutant General, -
. P ‘ Washington, D. ¢ :—
GeveraL—The Military Division of the Missouri is sti.ll composeq of
the departments of Missouri, Platte a'nd Dagotab, embracing su‘bsta_n_t:al-
1y the country west of the Mississipi river to the Rocky Mountains, inclu-

“ding Now Mexico, Utah and Moutana. These departments are com-.

manded by Generals Sheridan, Augur and Terry, whose a}nnlufll reports
are tl'axlsr;ittecl herewith, and to them I refer you for more cfieta,lle?d stat.e- '
ments of the progress made and of the events of the past ycar. 19;1 will
observe thag while the country genevally has been at pesce the people on
the p]ain?ﬁd the troops of my command have beefl constantly at wz_n',
enduring all its dangers and hardships, with none of its honors or rcwarfls.
In former reports I endoavored to describe tho reasons and eauses which
made a state of war the normal condition of things on the plains, and
have sinee studied to find some lasting remedy, but thus far wit.hout_s.;uc-.
‘cess. Our people continue, as heretofore, to settle on the expos\ed points
of the frontier, to travel without the precaution which o wcll_l-mown.dan-l
ger would suggest, and to run after every wild report of the discovery ef
gold ot other precious metal, thus comting into daily, contact fmd neCessa-
ry conflit with discontented and hestile Indians, The co-ordinate depart- ‘
ments of our government likewise continue to extend'the surveys Ofpl?[):-
lic land westward and grant patents to geeupants to locate and build
railroads, to ctablish mail routes, with the necessary stations and relays
of horsges, as though that region of country werein profmmd peace and all
danger of occupation and transit had passed away. Over a:ll these l_n'at-
ters the military authorities have no control. Yet their public natare im-

- plies publie protection, and we are daily and bourly cailed on for guards

aud escorts, and are left in the breach to catch all the kicks and cuffs of o
war of races without the privilege of advising or being. consulted before.
hand. The reports of Generals Sheridan, Augerand Terry contain abun-
dant evidence on these points ; and I refer to tbem here merely to demou-
strate the fact that as long ns these 'things continue, from necessity and
public poliey we cannot reduce our military fgrces on the frontier and
ghould not even allow their strength to fall away by the rapid : causes of B
death, discharge and desertion, but should keep ranks continually replen. .
isded with fresh recruits, ; S

- At the time of my last annual report, October 1, 1867, I was a member
of the Peace Commission, on which the Congress of the United States had
devﬁlved the whole Indian question fora practical, and if possible, a poace-.
ful solution. At the same time by an executive ovder it was mac:{c my -
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wilitary duty to subordinate the acts of all the troops subject to my com
marfd to whatever plan of action the Peace Commission niight’ adopt, The
Commission, in its annual report last Decemiber to the President of the

United States, bears full testimony on this point to the effect that all the.

officers of the army and all the tfoops with whom they cume in contact
had faliy and cheerfull” eo-operated with them in their efforts to bring this
difficult businesato a peaceful cnnclusion;)'l need not hiere vefer to the
deliberations and acts of that conumission 4

merbers weré unanimous in the conclusion that to maibtain & permanent
peace with the Indians east of the Rocky Mountains they should all, at
the carliest possihle moment, be collected on reservations as far removed
as possible from the white settlements and lines of travel, and that there
they should be maintained at'tho cost of the United States until they could
wholly or partially provide for themselves. The two principal resérva.
tions indieated by the commission were north ¢f the State of Nebraska

and west 6f the Missonri river, and south of 1he Stateof Kangas and west of- A

Arkansas. These distriets are the only parts of our vast natienal domain
of alladapted to the purpose not already appropriated. Tho Commission
further recommended that for cach of these reservations a sort of govern-
ment should be provided by law, lcoking to a time-iu the future when all
the Indians would be reduced to the poaceful eondition of ghiepperds, her-
ders and farmers, “This general plan was justified by the then state of
facts, and its wisdom has been demonstrated by more recent cvents, A
senseof national justice dietates thatin taking from these sav ages the Jands
1vhm0 wild game has hitherto fod, clothed and sheltered them-we should,
in I'(,::.tli(,t:nﬂ‘ them to the exclusive uso of a part, make them a compensation
of somc sort for the remainder, and if po%zb]e proeure their consent  1In.
laenéed by this consideration the Peace Commission, during the fall and
winter of 1867 and the spring and summer of 1868, held councils with all,
or nearly all, the tribes and parts of trilies east of the Rocky Mountains,
soaking liberal provisions for all the appointeil- places of coungil, according:
to the forms and cecremonies to whieh they were long acenstomed.  For
mal written treaties werd made with each separate tribe, signed with-all
the formality and transmitted to the Senate of the United States for rati.
fication. The treaties with the Cheyenes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, Comman-
:chcs, Navajoes and Crows were doly econfimed, but those with the various
bands of Sioux, Snakes, &e., were not confirmed, simply, it is infered, be-
catise they were not complete when the Senate adjourned.  But for some
reason Congress did not take any action on tho chief proposition of the
Peace Commission, wlich was embraced in their report of last December
—viz, that which related to tho setting apart of the two reservations
herembefore roferred to and providing governments therefor, which was
designed to precede the confirmation of any of the treaties, and was the
only vital prineiple of them all. I falt compolled to refer to this fact be-

cause many persons attribute to it the reason why we falled o 'secure a
\ , ‘ ‘

further than to state that is.
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lasting peace, and why we are at this moment 0[3“"1“‘(‘(1 in a costly wat
with four of the principal tribes with whichwe bad todeal—viz , the Chey-
enes, Arapaboes, Kiowas and Comanches. It hasalways been most dif-
fioult to discover the exact truth concerning the cause of rapture with any
Indians. They never give notice heforchand of a warlike intention, and
the first niotice comes after theiv rifles and Janees have done much bloedy
work. All intercourse then necessarily ecases, and the onqmal CAUSe SO0n
becomes buriced in after events.  The present Indian war in General She-
ridan’s /department is no exeption, amf as nuuuhr as [ can gather it the
truth /s about this (—
Last year, in-the sever J.LCUHI‘I(_II:: held at North Platte and Fort Lara-
mie by the Peace Commission with fragmentary bands of Sioux, the In-
dians asserted that they were then and had been always anxious to live at
peace with their white' neighbors, provided we kept faith with them.
They claimed that the building of the Powder river road, and establisk-
ment of militaty posts along it drove away the gawe from the only bunt-
ing grounds they had left after our occupation of Montana and Nebraska;
that this road had been built in the face of their protest, and in violation
of some old treaty which guarantced them that country forever ; that
road and the military posts aloug it had been constrieted in 1865 and
1866 for the henelit of the peop]l, of Montana, but had almost ceased to be
of any practical use to them by reason of the building of the Union Pacific
Railroad, whose terminus west of the Dlack Hills made it easier for the
wagons to travel by an older and better road weat of the mountains. For
this reason and hecause the further extensipn of the railrond under rapid
-progress would cach year made the Powder river road less and less vscd,
the Commissioners yiclded to the carnest entreaty of the Sioux, and recom-
mended the abandonment for the time of the road.  On the 2d day of last
Mareh Genernl Grant gave the noccqanry orders for breaking up the posts
of Fort Reno, Philip Kearny and C.F. Swmith,but it was well towards
August before the stores and material could all bo hauled away. As we
had reason o appwt}eml some of the Sioux, atteibuting our action to fear,
followed' up our withdrawal by raids to the Iine of the IPacific Road and
to the south of it into Colorado. Otherq of them, doubtless, reached the
camps of the Arapahoes, on Beaver creek, and the Cheyens camps on
Pawnee Fork, near Mert Lar ned, and told them what had occurred, and
wade them believe by war or threats of \war they, ton, could compel us Lo
abandon the Swoky ILill line, which passes ibrough the very heart of tho
buflalo region, the best hunting grounds of America.  About this timne—
viz., Angust 3 or 4—a party of Indinns, composed of 200 Cheyenes, four
Arapahoes avd tweuty Sionx, are known to have started from their eamps
on Pawnee Fork on a war expedition, nominatly to fight the Pawnces,
On the 10th they appearcd on the Saline, north of Fort Harker, where
- the settlers received them kindly. They were given food and coffee, but
pretending to be offended because it was in tin cups they threw it back
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in the faces of the women, and began at at once to break up furniture and]
fire into the houses. They seized the women und ravished them, perpetra-
ting atrocities which counld cnly huve been the result of premeditated

eriine. Herethey killed two men jthence they crossed over tothe sotilements

on the Solomon, where they continued to destroy the houses and proper-
ty, to ravish all feales, and killed thirteen men, Going on the Republican

- they killed two more men aud committed other sets of similar brutal atro-

city. As soon as intelligence of this could be carried to Fort Harker

troops were sent in pursnit, who succeeded in drwmn’them away, rescuing .

some captive children and killing bnt few Indians by reason of their fust
_pooies and familiarity with the country.,

I recite these facts with some precision because they are proven beyord
dispute, and up to the very moment of their departure from Pawnee Fork

no Indian alleges any but the kindest troatment on the part of the agents |

‘of the general government, of our soldiers or of the frontier people, with
one exception, # Agent Leavenworth.  The soldiers, not only from a na~
" tural aversiogto an Indian war, which is all work and no glory, but
under posifve orders {rom me, had borne with all manner of insult and .
‘provocution in bopes that very soon the PPeace Conunission would culmi-
nate in the withdrawal of the savages from the neighborhood of our posts,
roads and settlements and thereby end all further trouble. I was present
at Fott Leavenworth when General Rfieridan received notice of the attacks -
on the settlers of the Saline, Solomon and Republican. He started at once
up the road, made cvery inquiry, and was satisfied our people had given
no provocation at all for those wanton acts of barbarity which were in
flagrant violation of their recent treaties. Yet be detayed striking their

cemps till he had made a formal demand through the agent, according to . .

~ the terms of the treaty, for the actual perpetrators of these very aets. Col.
onel Wynkoop, agent of the Cheyenes and Arapahoes, sent a messenger
out and made every exertion to procure their surrender, but utterly failed

of success ; for it seems the older and more cautious chiefs, though claim-

ing to desu'e peace, conld not give up so considerablo a body of their best
youug warriors, and of course they all became.responsible. Al of the
C-E(éyencs at once began a general war along the Smoky Hill and Arkan-
sas roads, simultaneously attacking every party of white men who had
not veceived & notice of the change of their peaceful relations and who

were therefore unprepared for attack. The aggregate murders amounted -

to seventy-nine in Augnst and September. CGencral Sheridan, seeing
- that war with the Cheyenes was inevitable, then endeavored to keep the
Avapahoes out of it. This tribe had been camped for the summer on
Beaver ereek; and he invited their chiefs into Fort Dodge, where, on the
3d of Septemper, he met Little Beaver, Spotted Wolf, Bull Bear and other
. Arapahou chiefs well known to ourofficers, and in full council these
agreed to keep out of the war and to ‘xlovb down to the reservation below
the Kansasline, {o which they had assented ag the Medieine Liodge council,
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When the time appointed by themselves to come in and to start for Tort
Cobh had transpired they not only ¢id not come in, but were known to
boe at open war all the way from Fort Wallace to Denver, in Colorade,

 the very opposite.direction. In like manner General W B. Hagen, whom'

I bad appointed to take charge of the lower or soutbern reservation, met
the Kiowas and Comanches at Fort Zarah on the 22d of September and
agreed to feed and maintain them en route and after they bad reached
their resérvation near Fort Cobb, But when the time came for them to
move they did not go, bat were also known to be engaged with the Chey-
enes and Arapanhoes in the common war, XNevertheless, by my orders,
General Hazen bas gone to Fort Cobb to fulfil our treaty stipulations with
them, and I can imagine no other reason for this conduct than their sup-
po%e.d belief that by war they can force us to abandon their favorite baffalo
range, as we bave already abandoned to the Sioux the Powder river
country, To show the concurrence, of action and simultaneity of hostile
acts on the pmt -of these tribes of Indians, in addition to the reports of

. Generals Sheridan and Augur, I herewith transeribe in this report extracts

of telegraphic ‘messages from the Governors of Colorado and Kansas,
Acting Governor Hall telegraplied me from Denver, under date of August
27 :—* We are completely surrounded by bostile Indians, extending from
Cheyene Wells-and South Park south to Julesburg north, estimated at six
hundred warriors. From réliable information twelve people have been
killed -thus far.” On the 4th of September Governor Hunt telegraphed
me from Denver :— Just returned. Fearful condition of things here.
Nine persons murdercd by Indians- yesterday within o radn.s of sixty
miles,” &e.

And the 24th of September Actmg Governor Hall again fclefrraphed
from Denver :—* The Indiang have again attacked sur settlements in

" strong force, obtaining possession of the country to within twelve miles

-of Denver. They are more bold, fierce and desperate in their assanlts than
ever bafore. 1t is impessible to drive them out and protect the families-
at the same time, for they are better armed, mounted, disciplined, and bet-
ter officered than our.men. FEach hour brings intelligence of fresh barbar.
ities and more extensive robberies,” &e. _

On the 4th of September Governor Crawford, of Kansas, telegraphed
from Topeka :—* Ilave just received n despdteh from Hays stating that
the Indians attacked, captured and burned a train at Pawnee Fork, and
killed, scalped and burned sixteen men ; also-attacked another train at
Cimarron crossing which was defended until the ammunition was exhausted,
when the men nbandoned the teain, saving what stépk they could. Sime
ilar attacks are of almost daily occurrence. These things must cease.
1 cannot disregard constant and persistent appeals for heip, I can furnish
vou all the troops necessary. I eannot sit idly by and see our people
butchered, but as a last resort will be obliged to call upon the State foree,
take the field and end these outrages. I will'at onee organize two cavale
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ry regiments ofpu,]u,rl men, well mounted, for voluntieer service, WIK

you accept thens ¢ 7" All this time General Sheridan in person was labor..

ing with every soldicr of hix command to give all possible protection to
the seattered people in thut wide runge of of country from Kansas to Qo
lorado and Now Mexico. But the very pecessity of guarding interests
go widely scattered it made inipossible to spare enough troops to go in
search of the Indians in their remwote camps.  Ou bis requisition I applicd
to General Grant for morc cnva]u and by his orders seven companies
of the Fifth cavalry, under Mujor Rowell, were collected fram Virgiuia,
- North Carolina and Tennessec and despatebed to Kansas.  On a farther
call the Seeretary of War {Genoral Scofield), ou the Gth of Getober, author-
ized the acceptance of one mounted regiment of Kansas volanteers for six
months, T'hese latter troeps are not yet mustered in, but (xmmal Sheri-
dan expeets to bhave them in the field in November., With these troops
be expects during this winter to puaish the hostile Indians in his depart.
ment so that they will not again resort to war, and sach as are not killed
will be collected by force on their reservations and be made to remain

there. 1 will not attempt to deseribe’ the many expeditions that have al--

ready been made, but for dotails refer you to General Sheridan’s 8 report.

They have necessarily been of a desultory and somewhat unsatisfactory
character, because.the Indians ean scaltor so lnnn' a8 1helr ponies can geb
grass everywhere ; but as soon 28 the winter compels thew to eolicet teo-

getherin villages I DLe lieve that Ge veral Sheridan’s troops will be able to -

find them and to destroy o} that oifer esistunee. 1t 1s idle for us longer
to attempt to occupy the plaing in common with these Indians, for the
country is not susceptible of close setflernons, with furms like Missonri and

Towa, amdis solely adapted to grazing.  All of our people there are nes

cessarilvozcattered and have more or less cattle aud borses, which temps
the Indina, hungey and it may bo starving for the want of his accustomed
gume, aail Lo will steal rather than sL‘ino', and to steal he will tigt he si-
tate to kil Thercfore the joint occupasion of that district of the country
by these twao classes of people, with such oppesing jnterests, is a simple
impossibility, and the Indiaus must yield. The peace commizsion bag
assigued ihew a rescivation, which if held for fifty years will make theie
descendants rvieh, and in the meantime they are promised food while they
are learning to cultivate the earth and to vear tame stock.  To labor witk
~theiv own hands, or even o remain in ono place wilitates with all the hes
reditary pride of the Indian, and force muss be used to accomplish this
resait, 16 was for this reason thut the Peaco commission at its Chi ngo
session, in Oetobor, afier the events before discribed had oceurred and
were known to them, was forced to the conclusion that the management
of Indian alfairs should be transferred back to the War Departinent, where
it belonged prior to 1849, That department of our government is the only
one that can use force promptly without the circumloention now necessa-
ry, and no other department of government ean act with promptness and
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vigor enough to give any hope that the plans and purposes of the peace
cmnmmsmn w:IiR bo carried out. Even then there is doubt that the Indians
themselves will make the necessary personal efforts to' succeed ; and I
fear that they will at last fall back upon our hands a mere mgss of helpless ‘
paupers. I am fully aware that many of our good people, far femoved
from contact with these Indians, and dwelling with a painful interest on
past events, such are described to have oceurred in Minnesota in 1863
aid at the Chivington massaere of 18G4, believe that the whites are al-
Ways in the wrong, and that the Indians bave been forced to resort to the
war in self-defence by actual want or by reason of onr selfishness. I am
more than convinced that such is not the case in the present instance,
and I kope I have made it plain. I farther believe that the only hope of
saving any part of these Indians from utter annihilation is by a fair and
prompt execution ofthe scheme suggested by the Peace commission, which
can alone be done by Congress with the .concurrence of the Indians
themselves, Even mn it will require much patience and hard Jabor on

the part of the oﬂ’wers who execute the plan, which I do not wish to as-
same myself or 1mpose on other army officers ; but it is certain that the
oniy hope to find any end of this eternal Indtan war is in the transfer, of
the entire buginess to the War Department and for Clongress to enact the
laws and provide the necessary money at least a year before it is required

" to be expended. This is especially necessary in the case of the Sioux, be-
- cause the Missourt river is only navigable in early summer: Tt is true -

that in the anoual appropriation bill approved July 27, 1868 (and which -
did not become pablie till the Cheyenes had actually started on the war
path, viz,, Augunst 3), there was a clause giving $500,000 to be disbarsed
under my direetion, as a member of the Peace commission, for carrying out
the treaty stipulations, making and preparing homes, furnishing pr - is-
ions, tools and farming utensils and furnishing food for such bands of In.

.(ians with which treaties had been made and not yet ratified, and in de-

fraying the expenses of the commission in' making such treaties and earty-
ing their provisions into effect. As =oon as I got.a copy of this bill—viz.,
Angust 10, I issued my General Order No. 4, a copy of which is herewith
enclosed, in hopes“that by its provisions I could prevent the difficulties
already begun in Kansas from spreading to the powerful and dangerous
tribe of S.ioux .at the north, This clause in the "Appropriation biil made
no change whatever in the general management of Indians with whom
treaties had been made and confirmed, which as before, remained wholly
with the Interior Department. Upon application to General John B.
‘?éimborn, the membor of the Peace Commission who had been its disburs:
ing agent, 1 received a list of the outstanding aecouuts against that com-
1#ission, amounting to sbout $150,000, I thercfore retained that sum of

- money, and have disbursed thercof the sum of $141,750, leaving in my
‘hands av this date a balance of 83,249 applicabls to the fow itoms of ac
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counts still outstanding. The balance of appropriation, viz., $350,000,
was distributed as follows;—To General W, S. Harney, for the Sioux,
$200,000 ; to General W. B. Hazen, for the Chevenes, &e., $50,000 ; to
General C. C. Augur, for the Snakes, &ec., $50,000, and to Major R. S.
Lamotte, for the Crows, $50,000. Total, $350,000.. That the Indians
will receive the benelis of every cent of this money I know, and the bigh
character of these officers awd their peculiar fitness to the trost named
will, I feel assured, carry conviction to all that the disbursement of this
money will be in full harmiony with the designs and purposes of the Peace
commission and of Congress. In the same Appropriation bill were two
other items of cxpenditures entrusted to my official supervision, viz -$200,
000 for seed, farming and 1111pJEemequ work cattle and other stock pro-

vided in article seven of the treaty with ‘the Na avajo Indians of New Mex-

fco ; $12 %})0 for constracting a warehouse, ageney building, blacksmith
and carpenter shops and school honse for the same tribe (Navajo.) 'The
whole of this appropriation, viz., $212,500; has becn tr ansferred to Gene-
ral George W, Getty, commanding in New Mexico, who will see that it is
eroperly applied, There was another item of approprmtmn in the same

bill, viz., $159,000, for the removal of the NaV‘lJoes from their old reser»
vation at Bosque Rendondo to their present reservation near Old Fort.

Defiance, which was subject to the coutrol of the Initerior Department,
“but hefore the Appropriation bill passed these Indians had actually been
‘remioved by my military orders given on the spot, at a cost to the army

of less than $50,000, sud I am now at 5 loss to know if this money can

be refunded to the army out of the npplopliation referred to. 1 expect to
zecoive from the several officers named . in my General Ord .. No. 4, and
“to loy before the War Department by ‘the. close of this year, a full census

of all the Indians for whom they are required to provide, with carcfully-
prepared estunates of funds needed to perfect the system thus begun by
thew, after which’ they can e -transferred. back to their civil agents or E

retained, according to whatever action Congress may take this winter on’
the several recommendations of the Indian Peace Commission. Batknow-
ing the pressing pecessities of some of these Indians at this moment, 1
would ask an early appropriation of $300,000 for General Harney and
$200,000 for General Hazen. I deem these sums indispensable to provide
for the peaceful Indians this winter and to enable them to make a fair
beginning next spring in their farming cperations on the resery a.tums to
" whieh they have been or may be removed, s

In conclusion, I will remark that I propose to continue, a8 now to have
Generals Perry and Augur protect the Missouri river trafic and ihe Union
Pacific: road with jealous care, and so gather in all the maranding bands
of Sioux to the regervation north of Nebraska, #here General W, 8, Har-
‘wey is prepared to feed and. protect them to the extent of the means sub-

fect to my control, to destroy or punish the hostile Indians of his depart-

HOUVH NI ¥od PNINVITHL
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ment till they of their own volition will go to Fort Cobb and remain there
_ on the reservation assigued them under the cave of General W. B. Hazen,
who is also prepared, to .a limited extent, to provide for their necessities.
This double process of peace within their reservations and war without
muet soon bring this matter to some conclusion.
With great respect, your obedient,
W. T. SHERMAN, Lieutenant General.

N

A jﬁgow LADY.

On tho second day of November Licutenant Colonel Benteen of the
Reventh Cayalry and Lieutenant Volkmar of the Fifth Cavalry, were or-
dered to take a detachment of recruits together with a large drove of

borses to the Seventh Cavalry which was then operating against the
" savages, With the column were Lieutenant Martin, of the Third Infan-
try, and his wife. Both were on their way to Fort Dodge to which post
the Lieutenant had been ordercd to report. A large wagon train was at
the last moment added to the other cares thrown upon the commander:

About forty milos from the starting point the rear gnard of the col-
omn was detached and sent back to bring along several horses which had
rirayed nway. As they rode back this rear guard was attacked by over
fifty well mounted savages.

A fight was at once the resalt ; but the Indians npparently not having
completed the details of their attack, quickly retreated, and made a com-
. plete detour of the whole column. No more savages wore seen after this
until the sixth day, when, as the soldiers were about to go into camp
near Big Coon Oreek the advance guard encountered nearly & huudred of
the red skins hidden in a ravine and watching an opportunity to make &
dash at the train. ’ o . \

The advance was under the command of Sergaant Ryan, and in en
instant he had his men dismounted and sent & volley. of balls in among .
the erou‘chi;ng sevages. Thus the latter were themselves rather surprised ;
but charging out with wild yells, they began, according to the Indian tac-
tics, to circle round the colurn in hopes of stampeding the animals, But
Lieatenant Volkmar hastily formed the wagons of the train in & hollow
square with the horses secured on the juner sides thus making it imposible
for:them to run awey. ” " |

This done Colonel Benteen, with twenty hrave fellows, well mounted, .
galloped off for & close handed fight with the savages. While this wes be-
ing done Lieutenant Volkmar with the utmost coolness moved forward#e .
‘the spot which bad been selected for the night’s camp. '

.

(
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Mrs Martin, the accomplished wife of Lientenant Martin rode in an am.
bulance; and when the attack commeneced she took her busband’s two re-
volvers and placed herself in such a position as to help in the genera! de-
fence the moment the Todians should come near enough.  She would not
hear of such arthing as her husband remaining to defend ber ; but bade
him take his rifle and go out on the skirmish liee which he did promptly,
asabraver officer cannot be foundin thearmy. Never for a moment did Mrs
Martin flinch during oil the heavy firing ; but with a smiling countenance

she kept her trusty weapons ready, one in each hand ; and it is certain -

she would not have met the fate of poor Mrs Blvan,

During the whole night the savages kept up a continual ﬁrmg round
“the camp ; but scemingly fearful of a defeat; or else waiting for reinforce-
meuts they did not attack. All the next day th(,_y hovered about harrassing
the column but before sunset d;sappeared and were seen no more.

Mrs Martin’s heroic conduct was the subject of the sincerest pralse and
Lientenant Martin was umvers.ally complimented apon havmg a  real
soldier’s wxfe ”

| WHAT SETTLERS HAVE TO SUFFER.

We insert a fow out of large number of letters which settlers on our
frontiers have sent to the military authorities, We think they speak for
" themselves and require no comment, We are indebted for these letters
to the correspondent of the N. Y. Herald.

Prvor Porxe, Dcnton county, Texas, Apnl 1, 1868.

Colonel LEAVENWORTH ;-

DraAr Str—I thought I would write yon a few lines concerumg a child
1 had captured by the Indians. The partienlars of the case are these ;-
On the evening- of the 5th of January a party of Indians; supposed to be
100 in number, éame down Clear creek, in Cook’ ccounty, and killed several
persons and captured several. They came to my house and killed my
father—-—he Was near seventy vears old———-eaptured my smter and her child

‘ lt turned very cold that mght
and I suppose the youngest froze to death. The next morning my sister

made her escape.That night they killed her cbild, about three miles _

from where they captured it. They also took = negro boy with the bal
ance onthe same raid. There was one other found dead on the trail,
The othery we have no account of. I thinkin all probability they all froze ;
but it is /ptobable that some one of them got through, and if any one it
" might'bé mine. T have heard the report all froze ; but it ‘may be they

o~
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want some pay for them if they have any, and if they have got mine and .
will bring it in' I will pay them until they are s,atl-aﬁed if I have property

enough to satisfy them. Colonel, I would give & world if I had it for my

dear children back sgain. Their poor heartbroken mothér is grieving

herself to death for them, It'is a hard trial; it looks like it.is more thau

we cen bear, but we have no way to help onrsdves Colonel, if you will

do what you can for us I will be under obligations to you all the remain-

der of my life, and will pay you liberally for all your trouble. My child is

eight years old, fair complexion, light hair and blue eyes. Colonel, plenso

make an effort, and if you can get ber I will pay all damages. * If you geb

any information that would do us any good please write to me, #t Gaines-

ville, Texas, and send word to William Foresher, at Elm Springs, It is

hard,if we have to live thus in suspense, noi knowing whether she is

dead or alive. I will close by begging you most earnestly to do. what.
you can to get our ch;ld Your friend =8 over,

"DANIEL G. MENASEQ,

Official —WiLriaM B, Hazex, Brevet Major Geeneral,

The following document exhibits the interest taken by-the Interior De.
partment in the raid alluded to in the abeve. letter, the facts evidently
having been previously reported divectly to the authorities in Washing.
ton :— .

DEPARTMENT OF, mn Immuon,
OrrIcE o INDIAN A¥ralRs, March 6, 1868,

S1r~T enclose herein' a copy of letter from Mr. Waide, a citizen of
Denton county, Texas, dated 10th of January, reporting that on the 5th
of that month a raid’ was made by shout one hundred:Indians upon. the
citizens of that section of Texas, in which they killed eight persons, took
eaptive two women and eight children and carried off a large nember of
horses. You are directed to make a prompt investigation of this matter
and to report the facts to this office without delay. Itis suspected that
the Indians guilty of the outrages stated by Mr. Waide belong to the fribes
under your charge. : If it be so you will take steps to procure the release
of the captives whose names are given in Mr. Waide's letter, and to canse
the stolen horses to be given up. In this connection X.will state that o
Tletter will be addressed to vou shortly upon the subject. of raids and de-
predations by, as a‘ﬁeged Kiowas and Comanches upon Chickasaw set.
tlements lately complamed of by authorities of the Chickasaw nation,:

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, s IS
w. G, 'I.‘AYLOR o

To J. H LEAVENWOBTII, United qtates Indian Agant care of R. Meadp,
Towonda, Kansas, :

‘The above explains itself. Tbe head of Indian aﬁ'a.lm ing cuaual mane.
ner advises that measures be taken to cffect the release ofatha‘captnms
and the return of the stolen horses. The lives of the victims of the bor-
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ub!e atrocities attenddnt uporn death at the hands of a savage do not
seem to take any part in the little concern manifested by the head of In-
dinu alliirs, . No.allusion is maie to secure the punishment of the offend-
ing band. The Indians engaged, instead of being, “ as alleged, Kiowas
aid Comanches,” were in fact no other tribes, and the department admits
its pwn lneflicieney and ignorance not to know this,

snrprising that the Indians p1¢=fer to be managc(} as is asserted, by the
Intcnm‘ Department.
" The following is the second letter, and, apparent.ly, is not worth the no~
tice of the representatives of the Indian Department :—
- - Masox, Mason County, Texas, Junel , 1868,
Colonel Leavenworrh :—

Dear Sir-~After a long silonce I again implore you in reo'ard to my -

lost child, Have yon learned snything more definite abont her ? There is
a report that she has been seen near Fort Leavenworth and ‘1bat you do
1ot purchase her beeause it will encourage them to steal more. I have

- always felt safe in you, that yeu would do right, and still do; but you can-

not imagine how thesereports burt me. To hear of my dear child being
alive and suffering amcng such peoplo—if it is right.to call them people.
Please do not-delay one day when you get this'to write and lot me know
the worst. God is just; and in Him [ trust. Your humble griefstricken
servand. - ' :

‘ . G. W. TODD, .
Oﬁiciai---WleAM B. Hazex, Brevet Major General,

The following is a copy of the statement of Pinhp McCusker, United

Btates interprotor :—
; Forr Comg, 1. T, Dec 22; 1868,
Mﬂ]Ol‘ Geneml W. B. IIAZEM Commanding Southern Indian District,

- 8me,—It would be impossiblé for me or any one else to give you any-
th:ng like a correet account of the number of raids that have been made
into Texas- by the Kiowas anrd Comanches since the treaty at Medicine
Lodge creek.- Since the time that council broke up all the young men of
the Comanches who were able to go have been rsudmgmto Texas, except
some of the Yappdreckos and the principal part of the. Penetegbkos Dur-
ing the past summer the Kiowes and Yappareckos have been up on the
Arkansas smd have not done much raiding, but since their return a large
party of Kiowas bave been to Texas. The Comanches whd were camped
here: during the spring, sammer and fall made s great many raids into

- Texas, the Yyoung nien vieing with cach other as to who would make ihe-

most trips.” The number of horses and mules that have been brought from
Texas by the Comanches during the past year is almost incredible,” You
‘e2n have somé ides whon you know that in going to Texas they split mto

_ It is also kunown ,
thatthe same parties were at this treaty of Medicine Lodge creek. If these
- atrovities are looked upon in such a disinterested manncr ‘it is not at all-
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parties of two and thrbe and generally stay there until they make a. good
haul. When thoy ‘rench camp with their horses they seldom stay.more
than one or two mights, when they go again. Now, suppose we let all the
available young men of the Kiowas and Comanches keep this thing up

~ for a year, and you can form some idea of the amount of stock driven off,

to gay nothing nbout the number of lives they teke. It &s been such s
common occurence for them to go to Texas that no notice was taken of it

unless, they returned to this place with scalps. At.one time they brought

in one, and on ahother occasion seven sealps. During the month of Fan-
uary the Kiowas made a raid into Texas, where they killed several familics
and ‘took seven children prisoners, who all froze to death. Inithe month
of February they made another raid, when they: killed several persons, -
drove off large numbers of stock, -and took five children prisoners; two o.
whom were given up to Colonel Lieavenworth, and three taken to Arkan-
sas, where they were given up. ‘The principal leaders in these raids were
“ Heap of Bears ” (since killed), * Big Bow,” * Little Hegrt,” * Lone

* Wolf, ” # Timbered Moutain, » and Papachitka, or “the Sealps; 7« Black

Eagle * made one or two raids against the Navajoes, but I don’t think he
has rajsed his band against the white man since the treaty. During the
month of May a party of Comanche Warriors of the Yapparickoes, Tecbh-
atzkenna and Qua-ahade bands made a raid on Texas calling on Mr. Shir.
ley, the tradér at this place as they passed, and plinderd his store of g
valuable lot of Indian goods. On their return they burned a bulldlqg thatA
Agent Shanklin had erected and in which were stored a ot of agricultural
implements and tools, which were all burned. Jtis generally believed
that this burning was done by an Oue-ahade, by the name of “ Etsea. ”
They also barned Shirley’s new trading house. Amnother raid was made
hy the Noconees and Teaniins during the latter part-of the month of Au-
.gust into Texas, when they killed eight persons, three of whom were boys
~ind the other five men and women. 'They slso drove uff about three
Lundred head of animals. This party was lead by Preannimma, a Noco-
nee and one of the worst men on the praivie. -He:does not.deny that be
killed several persons on this raid. Many other raids were made doring
the gummer and fall by the Buffalo Eaters, Ous-nhades, Teanemmat,
Tenchatzkenna, Noconee, und Yapparickoes drove a Jot of atock out of the

© Chickasaw Nation quite Iately. There were some Kiowas. with the
* party 5 one of them was killed by the Seminoles and one of the Seminoles.

killed by a Yapparickoe. This party was led by Queen-aheoice, and-tho
Seminocle was killed by a gon of Iron Mountain. Twelve of the Noconecs

of Horsebuck’s band 4are now . alisent i Pexas..” The names: of; the men’

who hive been eonstantly getting up these: part:es and. makmg wear.on
Texas are of the Nocopees :—Tea-gh-nimme, Peah Froth-Qup, BEssewmb-
To-cone, Ouas-sh (Tummu) Seeth-tah (Horseback’s.son): - OFf the Tep- -
nimmas—Iron Jacket's son and bis nephew. Of the Peneteghkas-—Take-
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~ wappe, Tam-wassay-men, Tab-sentine, Pea-ar-sca. Of the Yappariekoes
-—Quaeefa-vie, Hoe-wedstammy, Queet-a-naroy-yel, Mara-pay, Pab-wak
and Iron Mountain’s sons, - Of the Teachatzkennas—Tar-bay-nan-na-kay.
This is one of the leading men among the Comanches, and from all I ¢an
ledrn- took a very promipent partin the-late fight with the troops near
Antelope Hills, the Cheyenes'saying that he distinguished himself above
all others by his bravery during the fight. 'This, however, is Indian thlk
but I think it is reliable. He has nlways been opposed to the white men
coming into this country, and he hag frequently told me that any attempt
to establish military posts in this country would be followed by war,
There are-a great many other bad men among the Cochetakoes and Oua-
aliades, who have becn guilty of o great many crimes, but I am not se-
queinted with the particulars, T am, General very respectfally your obee
dient servant,
PHILIP McCUSKER, United States Intcrpreter
Ofﬁcial—-WILLmM B. IIAZET\T, Brevet Major General,
The following is Mr. S. T. Wakley’s statement ;—
"~ Krowa AND COMANCHE AGENEY, Dee, 28, 1868.

Brevet Major General. W. B.HAZEN 1—

(ENERAT—In . compliance with your wish in reference to the Indian

_ raids in Texas I compile the following :—The raid in June was made by

the ‘Cochetakoes, membera of the Clochens and Ada-hab-teot’s and in that
vaid the three 1‘/In::EImy' children were captured and one voung man killed,
uncle to tho children, ‘ :

'Che raid in Grayson’ county, in J u]y was made by the Noconees led
by Bilver Shirt ; Horgeback’s son was along. i‘hey killed an entire fa-
mily of four pemons on the Brazos.

The raid near Spanish Fork, made about the lst of September 1868,

. was started by To-sa-wis’ son-inlaw, He offered the pipe to'the Caddoes,
who refused to join him. e next offered it to. Horseback’s son, who took
it and smoked, thers by: accepting the challenge. It was next offered to
the afiliated tribes, and quite & number agreed to go. Before this party
started it numbered fifty-four warriors, having been joined. by a party of

.Ya.pparickoes ‘On their way to Texas they came néross Cochen-a-co-che-
tekah, who went out from the agency on a hunt. He asked the party to
stop and stay with him, I have learned that be talked to them strong in
Wrying to dissuade them from going to Texes. Some of the party. canie
‘back from Cochena’s camp, but thirty-four went on. They were ten No-
conees, led by Horsébck’s son ; four Peneteghkoes, To-3a-wis’ son-in-law
leading tho party : one Wash:ta three Keichies, two Kiowas, two Coche-

“"%oes and twelve Yappatickoes, On-their return, September 2, 1868,
‘i =y bréught eight scalps and a large number of horses and mules The
pirty who returned to this, near the agency, beld a sealp dance at the
]Noconee and Peneteghkoe camps. I will give their own account of the
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raid. They said thcv came in sight of a fine hawe, put nut theu‘ sentinels
and recomwlti‘éﬂ Ile said that the windows had eurtains, which were

conteach side.  He saw o woman through the window, sitting in
a rocking: chair. He signalle to his comrades thag all was right, and

thirteen entered the house with a whoop, some through the wmdows and

some through the doors. The woman was afraid, and fell on the floor.
The thirteen ravished her, To-se-wis® son-in-law bemg the first, and Horse-
bhack’s son ﬂ:e last, who killed her by éticking his tomihawk into her
Iiead. To-sa-wis’ son-in-law then scalped ber j they killed thiec or four of
her children: The party thén started ap the river, kﬂlmg and stealing os
they went. 5 "They also say that they had two white squaws, whom they
ravxshed as‘much as they Wwahted and then threw them away.

" On September 26 thirteen ‘Wa%hlta&--l niean belougmg to the affiliated

" tiibes-—brought in three horses, which their' chiefs took from them and

sent to Fort Arbuckle, Towakena Jim ‘can téll all about it, ds hb'tock
the horses'to Arbuckle. 'The Caddoes have not been exempt from making
raids into Texas. There are somo four or five, led by Pole Cat, who bave
Leen down several times to steal horses and mules. They have never
killed any one, aé I can learn. I think you cad find out the names of
those who have been ongaged in the raids by’ a little careful inquiry.

The chiefs of the different tribes und bands koow the men heIougmg to
their bands who bave committed any depmdauons. Very respectfuﬂy_
your obedient servant, ‘

8 T WALKL‘CY

Ofﬁcm!—-—-WILLIAM B. Hazgx, Brevet Mn;.or General.

This is but o small portion ef the daily occurrences between the so-call-
ed friendly tribes and the unfortunste ﬁ'ontler settlers, Did the white
inen ever encreach upon the legal reservations of the Indmns thore m:ght
be some palliation of the offence. But long nww..lmsz0 sre made by the
oﬁ'endmg savages within the country legally oueupled by the whites for no
other purpose than to murder and to desiroy. Yet these vagnbond tribes
are sbtelﬂed by the very arm of the government entrusted with the admin-
istration of law for the control of the angry brate passions of the sav ages,
and the protection of peaceablt, and, mdustnous settlers, useful to the
nation by developing its resources,

The affair mentionned by Wakley did not even attract the notlce of
the Interior Department until after the arrival of some of the wilitary
anthorities at this pointin Noveinbcr appm’ent]y when there was no. mote
pOSSlblllby' of suppressing the exposme of the affair. This state,of things,
it is stabed in official eircles, has existed for tweuty years, w1th fulf op-
pottunities of knowledge to the Indian Bureau, Such mactmn on the
part of the Indian administration would suggest the approval of ;hﬂse
crimes.  If not so, then the impotence of the Indian Bui‘eau dampnds ﬂ-
chaige to secure unoffending settlers and keep the 1awless banda in pmper
subJectmn.
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GENERAL SULLY'S GREAT MARCH.

It is not likely that the hostile savages of the Plains will ever forget
the memorable march of Gencral Sully. The whole movement was ix

pursuance of o grand experiment that General Sheridan had determined

'to try; namely; a Winter Campaign agsinst the Indians, Hitherto the
litter in spring and summer after getting food and arms from the United
States government would commit the most atrocious outrages upon the
white settlers and then breaking up into small squads seaiter all over the
prairies so that it was imposible for our troops to pursue and punish the
wrongdoers. Then when winter came these maranders would select
some place far distant from the Army Posts and were thus safe from pur-
suit, as the frozen plains across which swept the icy gale, bore not a blade
of grass, and cavalry could nét therefore subsist on them. General Sheri-
- dan resoived to stop this, and strike a blow that would teach the savages
they could no longer keep on practicing these tricks of cowardly warfare,

This was the object of General Sully’s and Geaneral Custer’s operations;
and experience will prove that General Sheridan’s plan was not only the
best for the protection of the whites ; bat also the most mereiful to the
Indians themselves. ) '

General Sully’s command left Fort Dodge on the 12th or 18th of No-
vember 1868 marched down the northern bank of the Arkansas river a
distance of perhaps twelve miles and there went into camp. On the
next morning at day break the column was again in motion and crossed
the river to the opposite bank. 'The crossing was very bad as the bed of -
the river is principally soft and shifting sauds. And even when over,

matters did not improve ; for, from the water ‘up to a ridge about & mile

distant there was nothing but sand bills across which a strong gale blew
filling the eyes and mouth, and stinging the face with sharp dry particles

of sand, !

After deseending on the other side of this ridge, however, the eountry
assumed a soimewhat better aspect ; being » rolling plain of boffalo grass
with no trees, and but few bushes, It was found to be mueh ‘broken up
by deep ravires. Tho column, following a buffalo trail, crossed a creck,
called Mulberry Creek, and went into camp. There the men found a secanty
supply of rather poor timber, which afforded them mesns to cook their ra-
tions. Much trouble was experieaced in getting over, as the banks of the
stream were very high and almost perpendicular. ‘

The next morning just as a start was being effected some aceident oe- -
eurred, and at once the animals with the column, stampeded and went
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scouring away over the plain in all directions, snorting and bellowing
B - P

frightfully. The ground fuitly trembled with the tramping of their hoofs.

Here was a dilomma that none but a plains man can really comprehend.
Suppose yourself, in company with a hund.red friends, on s.:.jom"ssome
island, to which you have come from the main land s{uveral miles distant.
The evening is coming on: leaving the woods, you alligo toward the shore
10 get into the boatls in which you have come, to return home.- Sud.
denly, while you are looking, & sguall comes up, anq every boat. is torg
from its moorings and driven away across the stormy. water, .I'..a:x:\*lxgg .you.
all to get back as well as you can. This is about the condition of the
traveller in the Western Praivies when hig animals * stampede " or run -
away. They must be caught again or be cannot go on. _

Details of men had to be made ; and fully three hours clapsed before t‘he
runaways were brought in by their captors, and the columan mow.ad again.
The next s'op.was made at Biuff Creek, which being cros.sed with much
difﬁéulty camp was again made rather carlier than uSUftl in order to rest
the jaded animals and repair the wagons, these Iattel" bem_g badly used ap
by reason of the rough surface of the country. During this halt the ‘hu:{c~
ers went out, and after a short ride succeded in killing several fine bu.ﬁa..
loes which gladdened the hearts of the soldiers who much prefeved the jui-
v bison mieat to their regular salt pork ration and bard tack. . '
- It was while the hunt was at its most exciting stage that an incident
.oecurred whieh might have proved fatal in its character, but for the cool-
ness and bravery of Unpcle John Smith an experienced hunter and trap-
per who has passed all his life time nearly on the prairics, aud'w ho gener-
ally headed all the  hunts.”. s .

Two of the men had chased up o fine cow and wounded her but not
mortally. Thoy made a second fire and brought her down ; but still .bacl
not struck Jerin a vital part. Bo dismounting, both drew their knu:es
and appmaéhéd the cow, for the purpose of dispatching her. _ At this in.
stant & huge bull discovering her, made a furious charge dlrectly at her
encmies. And the two men were so intent upon their game that they
did not notice the danger by which they themsclves were now threatencd.
To shout to them would be useless, as they would not notice it ; and so
* Uncle John, ”” who had discovered the immiuent peril to which his com-
rﬁdes were exposed, wheeled bis horse and dashed at headlong speed
toward the bull and his intended victims ; ealling them by name, bou:-
ever, to look out. At last.they heard him, and turned just in time t? be. .
hold the fiery monster close upon them. Comprehending all at # single
‘glance, the hunters began to manwuvre, but being already wall mgi}h&

~ hausted, they found it éxceedingiy difficult to avoid their dreadful foe, who K
thougﬁ appearently so unweildy moved about like )@ght:xing. .

-Unecle Jobn fired his rifle ; but it it only snapped esp. Without an

instant’s hesitation the gallant fellow drew his heavy revolver and-then.
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charged his horse directly on the bull in such a manner as to strike him

full upon the shoalder. An instant after the torrible collision both horse
_and buffalo were rolling over each other on the prairie.  But the wary
hunter had nimbly bounded {from his saddle just as the collision took
place ; and now as the bull was scrambling to his feet, Uncle John coolly
placed the pistol just behind his shoulder and sent two bullets directly
through bhis beart.

‘“ Boys,” said he, with the utmost sang froid, as be jumped back to
avoid the dead buffalo falling upon him, # nexttime you go 4 huntin’ jest
keep yer wits about_} or, an’ don’'t go an’ git excited, so as yer don’t
know what yer about. Yep! whoa, Bob ! yer wrastled thatol’ bull a
heap | ver did ! »

These last words were addressed to hIS horse who seemed uninjured

by his frightful tumble, and gathered himsclfon his feet ready for his mas.
‘ter, who sprang into the saddle and rode off without saying anything
nmore, ' ) ‘ ‘
A late start was made the next morning and only twelve miles aceom-
plished, as the face of the country was exceedingly rough, and cut up with
" ravines and wet patches of sand, nearly as bad as quick sands. High
ridges, with intervening stretches of broken bottoms, ravines and difficult
streams of water were the general features of the conntry. One day more
and the column reached Bear Creck, along whose bank sayeral miles were
marched. At this point a terrific gale set in, which, in the words of Uncle
John, was hard onough to blow * the horns off abuf’ler These h:gh
“winds, sweeping over the prairies, are most fearfully cold ; and will often
freeze o horse to death in an hour or two, From here to the Cimaron
river was a hard march, and the men were very glad to go into eamp on
. thae other sido of the river. But by the succeeding dawn they were again
on the tramp, as they were now in the heart of the Indian country, and in
momentary cxpectation of en encounter with the shvages. Twenty six
miles of heavy marching across sand hills and through déep ravines
.brought the command to Beaver Creek syhere camplwas again made.

It was scven ‘o’clock the following morning when the troops Lroke camp
and marched eastward down the north bark of Benver Creek to find if
possible & good crossing. But the fartherthey went the avorseitbecame’; and
when a mile hadbeen gone over the Generalin eommand ordered theuoss.
ing to bemade. The whole bed of the eroek-—ncrly onc\hundred feet-m
wag only wet sand into which the wagon w heels sank hub deep at wu‘y
- reveolution,

The men had become s0 accustomcd to thesc bad crogsings and this
rough traveling, that when at last they cameto Clear Creek—a fine, clear
runaing strenm of about sixtecninches depth, with an excellent crossing,

they were as much delighted as nstonished. Twenty miles brought the

solgmn $0 the south bank of Beaver Creck which made a wide detour,
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and stopped for the night. The next morning’s march of fourteen miles
took the command to Wolf Creek, and three miles beyond if, was strack
the trail of a war party of Indians going north. Uncle John examined it
closely and gave as his opinion that the trail was two days old, and had
beon made by about cighty or ninety men. Reconnoitering parties were
immediatly sent outin all directions ; but returned without seing e single
Indiap.

- Geeneral Sully having reached a point at which General Sheridan had or-
dered him to examine the country as to whether an elligille spot could he
found for the establishement of o supply camp, halied his command hero,
and, in company with Uncle Johin Smith, thoroughly inspected the ertire
region, '

“ Wa'al Gin'ral * said Uncle John after a hard day’s ride as the two\
catne into camp together, “ I 've'had a heap uv trampin’ hvar an’its
my opine thet you'rejest in the spot o’ conntry to set yer traps an’ go to
house keepin’, ¥

“ What makes you like this place better than the one we were lo{)kmg
at down below there 7 ” asked tne General. |

“Wa'al I'll tell yer guick, Gin'ral. This is higher thah tha  yitit's
more sheltered at the same time from the wind. This ey too,
is allers full o’grass, which is the biggest thing arter all’s’said an’ done 3
far, besides a feedin’ yer own stock, it draws a good many buf'lers to it
an’ 50 brings beaps o’ meat right to yer. An’ thar’s wood handior then

down thar. :
“ I believe you are rnght Uncle John, » said the General, * I bchevc

‘you areright . I will stop here, ”

“ Then bully fur you, Gin’ ral. I aint‘ trnmped thege hyar stnmpiu’

.grounds fur all my lifée an’ not know all the good spots in it ; you bet 7

The next day a hundred sturdy wood choppers were at work levelling
the huge eottonwood trees and lopping off thoir branches, while the teams-
ters, with lively songs and characteristic eries, hauled the logs to the site
which had been sclected for the erection of a fort or block-house, where
other strong arms were already digging pits and trenches. " In an exceeds
ingly short time there sprang up quite a village, apparently, the portable
saw mills completing the pictare by their sharp, rasping songs, as, with
swiftly revolving teeth, they gnawed immense logs and sticks of timber into

- planks, boards and joists. This place was most appropriately named Camp

Supply ; and as'a base of operations agamst the hostile savages for future
eperations is most valuable. :
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UNCLE JOHN SMITH.

* fThis old and experienced hunter and trapper has become, like Kit Car.
gon, one of the bistoric institutions of the Far West, He was born in
Frankfort, Kentucky ; and lived in that locality until he was-twenty one

years of age. He was of a roving, adventurous disposition; and conse- -

quently, upon thus reaching his majority he determined to go to the wild-
erness of. the then unknown, unexplored West,. With his kvapsack and

_ rifle he set out boldy, snd finally, after innumerable dangers and hardships,
he stood upon the beach of the Pacific Ocean, being we beheve the first
ploneer who bad crossed the continent to that mighty sea.

During six years that he passed upon the Pacifie slope of the Rocky

mountaios, Unele John was often in peril of his life either from the wild
beasts or still wilder savages. And he ean entertain o company for hours

at a time by simply narrating the principal events of certain portions of

his Wilderness Adventures., One of these was indeed most extraordinary
-and we insert it that the reader may see how comparatively easy the set-
tler of the present day has it to what the old pioucer of fifty years ago
had it.

One day, while trar,kmn' s grizzly bear, Unde John, in his ardor, for ot
bis usual eaution, and, ns a consequence, suddenly found himself a pris.

oner among a band of twenty-five or thirty Indians who had been lying

“in ambush for him. ‘Fo retreat was impossible ; so he was obliged to
submit with the best grace he could under the circumstances, The cap-
tors bound their prisoner with lhide ropes, drawing them so tight as to
make them cut doeply into his flesh, He understood 1heir language well,
and told them if they would loose him he would not attempt to escéape.
At this they unbound him'; and, true to his word, Uncle John walked
along in their midst, and finatly, with the utmost ecolness, lit his pipe,
and ecommenced to smoke as though he were sitting safely in his cabin.
Upon arriving at the village of his captors the latter beld a council, and
after much talking and many speeches—for the savages were divided in
their opinions—it was decided that Uncle Jobn shenld be burned at the
stake. This was unythiun' hut a pleasant prospect for the prisoner ; but,
being s ca.Im as he was brave, the trapper showed not the slightest trace
of fear upon his features but resolved to oscape if the slightest opportu-
nity was offered. But the Indians—unlike civilized nations allow but Jittle
time to elapse between condemnation and execution. TUnele John’s doom
was announced about noon, and at sun set he was bound to the qtukc the
'fagots pited” reuad him, nnd the torch applied.

.
U

* AND MBS BLYNN’S CAPTIVITY. e

The Brave fellow had now given up zll hope and with a stolid deter.

" mination, begotten of his despair, stood ready to meet his awiful fafe. But,

asthough by a gpecinl dispensation, Providence interfered in his behalf.

" All day the weather had been beautifully clear ; but towards evening

heavy clouds came rolling up from the east, and now just as the flames -
got under way snd began to be uncomfortably hot, the rain poured down

in such torrents as to extinguish every vestige of the fire.

Instantly all the savages, with looks of fright, eringed down upon the
earth, raising their bands above them, uttered prayers fo the Grrent Spirit.
Their superstitions induced them to.think that the Manitou was very

" angry with them for having attempted to kill the Pale.Face warrior ; and

they at once undid the thongs from his limbs, and took bim back to theic
village. There his wounds were dressed by the medicine men with heal-

" ing, fragrant herbs, and he was feasted with all the delicacies of an Indian

Iarder ‘When he was completely well, his weupons were returned to him
and ke was told to go free. A
Of course he needed no second bidding ; but went, as he afterwarels re--

"marked, “ like a stampeded buf'ler.  TUpcle John did not remain long on
. the Western slope of the Rocky Mountains, but came to the Fast side

where Le bas spent the rest of his eventful life on the vast plains, that
stroteh like a mighty ocean of prairie betwen the Western States a.nd the
Rocky Monntains. :

Tt was here that he first fell in love Wlth and matried his wife, by
whom he has bhad several children, all of whom he sent to the States to
obtain an education which would fit them to conduet what will some
day bo an estate of immense value. For the old hunterowns great tracts
of 1and, selected by himself in'the richest portion of Colorado Territory ;
besides other broad acres in equally promising localities.

Uncle John, though notan educated man—for his very manner of life
debarred him from any extensive scholastic acquirement—thoroughly com-
prehends the value of education, as he has shown in the matter of his child-

© ren. He has often remarked that the first need of the Great West was

* School Houses an’ plenty of 'em.”

The trappers and hunters of the plains have a romantm story of why
Uncle John went roving to the wilderness. - Whether it is true or not we
do not know.: -,

~When he was about seventeen t‘nev say, he made the acquamtance of

a brilliant and beantiful girl, the daughbter of an aristoeratic planter. The -

acquaintance in a short time grew into ardant love ; and both looked for-
ward to the day when they should be married and settle down in life.

. But the young lady’s pureuts and brothers desired;ffr to marry another

man who was like Uncle John desperately in Jove with her. Butthough
this gentleman was young, of pood moral character, and equally good
personal appearance ; still Charlotte—the young lady’s namo—-did not en«
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tertain his suit for a2 moment.

“ Why Lottie, dear ” urged her father, mother and brothers “ Mr Har-
risonis a prize which the proudest girl in the country would be glad to win
fur a hosband. ¥

“ I cannot belp that, ? answesed Charlotte, T Jike him well enough
as a friend of the family ; but I eould never love him as a husband,

“ Bat thipk ofit for a wmoment, Lottie ; he is so wealthy, and John
Smith is so poor. Why, instead of his supporting you, you would have to
support him, ¥

“ Oh, I have no fear of that ? she answered, “ John is strong and will-
ing ; and every body likes him. Never you fear ; he will get work, Bat,
even if he is 1)001 and shonld get poorer yet, I will work along with
him, 7

Her relatives langhed at Ler and said :

- All very vomantie ; but you arc inexperienced, Lottle, and know not

what you say ?
“Well, whether I do not I am going to marry John and no other man.
So, that is decided ouce for all” :

The couversation up to this point had been of a fr :endly charaeter ; but’

finding their persuations useless, Charlotte’s family at once altered their
‘mauner to one almost of ferocity. Baid the father:

“ Miss, I will let you see who you are to mafry. - My will, and not
yours shall be obeyed. I say you shall wed Mi Harrison. Your mother
and we all desire it. ' I have already forbidden your favored lover to eross

my threshold, and if he disobeys, I and your bmbhérs here will tench him

a lesson he will not readily forget. ¥

Charlotte was astonished at this sudden change but did not allow
her anger to master the filial vespect and love she had for her father: but
when words of threatening and fierceness were added by both mother and
brothers, her temper bounded past control ; and a ferrible scene was the
result.

Shortly after this, one evening while she was walking in the street with

her betrothed, ber father and brothers attacked the latter, and after asevere
struggle in which, they were nearly worsted, however, they dragged her

away, and it was smd the next day she bad been foreéd into a eonvent,

Five months after ‘this she was brought heme dead ; her poor loving

heart having been broken with grief. One evening at sunset -a man, whom

all said was her intended husband, was seen sitting by her grave pluck-

ing flowers and placing them botween some leaves of paper. The next

day he was missed from the city, and has never been secn there sinea,
Thig is the story*hgﬁtha trappers and. hunters narrate it

L

THE END

Mrs. Blynn, from a little lead pencil sketch made by an artigt who was

traveling oVer the prairie in the same wagon train 05
dy This is the only hkeness there is of her.

the unfortunste la~




