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CIHAPYER L
ENCHANTED GROUND

"On & bright atterooon in the early autumn
a small sldil, containing two persons, shot
out from & simalt embowered cove upon the
quiet bosom ol Lake (George. There, was
already in the taintless mr of the Adiron-
dncks a tonethat stirred the blood, and told
of amerrier seagon yet to eome. 1In the
forest the leaves weredyed in their loveliest

. tints, cachi cluster® standing sharply out

agoinst its background in the pure, clear
atmosplere, Lhespotied roe came down
to the strennlet’s brink and drank its fill
undigturbed (rom the purling waters. Only
at intervals the brooding silence was dis-
turbed by the sharp twang of -an Indian ar-

row,or the crack of the wiate hunier’s

rifle. There was scarcelv a phesing fleece
i the firmanent; and hardly a nipple broke
thie brond expanse of the lake, the bed ot
which yught be seen at the depth  of many
n fathom. stodded with silver shells and
milk white pebbles. No wonder thatthe
proud Frenclunan and the ambitious Saxen
struexled for the possession of 8o brave an
empire ; no wonder that the plumed and
painted Tndian abandoned with  reluctance
go glorious a heritoge ! -
The locality in question was [ull o
reminiscences of those primeval days. Huge
mounds und earthworks, squares and paral-
lels, &t otler limes assuming the forms of
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serpents and various reptiles, permeated the
depibs of the underwood and occupied the
bilisides to an extenc which proved Lhe ex-
istence there at some former period of a
popuious gud powerful nation, more ad-
vanced i the artg thean the still worlike
race by whom they were succeeded. At in-
tervals other vestiges occurred in hiero-
giyphiciracings ou the rocls, some of which
evinced o considerab'e amount of ingennity
i the execntion.

The periect peace which brooded over
ihe scene was nol withoat its elféet upoun our
two vovagers, who exchanged searce a syl-
lzble until their frail' Lutteawt gruted= the
beech at their point of destination, when
ey sprang ashore, and were soon lost to
view in the intricacies of the forest.

This vicinily was, even at the period o
our gtory, the nucleus of a flounshing set.
ilenient. owing its orizgin to the enterprise

hood of entlhusiasts, gathered from nu-
merous points along the northern border,
bent upon self-cmancipation from the con.
ventionaliiesand restraints of life as dovel-
oped in the more densely populated dis.
tricts, and upon correcting the abuses of
sociely w8 manifesied in the artificial tenden
cies of overpeopled cities. Yeors bave rolied
away since the axe of (Le first hushandman,
under the Jeadership of that indomitable
vriestess of 2 new-born {faith, Jemjmn Wils
kinson,* disturbed the echoes of those syl-
van solitudes with the sound of eivilization
| —a prelude to the stirving events of which

of an obscure but well meaning brother
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that locality was ere long to ‘become thé
theatre ; the nymphs and dryads have fled,
the fauns and satyrs have departed, and
in their stead we have a race of spirits more
ethereal and of iancies more supernatural
than any which glld the mysterious pages
of old
Our 1mmediate business, however, lies
not with propletesses or their persecutors,
althougl it transfers us to & weird focality
in the very .cart ot the district alluced to,
Made up of cavernous rocks and gloomy
hollows, patches of scrubby dell and tangled
forest, the sofitude of whose retreats was
heightened by the sullen echioes of many a
minmature cataract, it had leng since been
ruthlessly assigned by tradition, and not
without 1eason, to all sors of wickedoess
and diablerie. Independently of fhe nuier-
ous Indian forays by which it had been gig-
nalized, it was marked by a series of less
romantic episodes, in which tortune-tellers,
counterfeiters, and smugelers from the
great lakes weré jumbled indiscriminately
togefher
Less romantic we bave said, for a nymph
with the beard ot a Silenus and a dryad
armed and equipped as the law does not
divect, make at least but a sorry substitute
for the airy sprites, an intimate acquaint-
ance with which, at the expense of many a
thimbletbump and ferruling, the majority
of us were so unfortunate as 1o contract at
an early period of our individual histories.
One spot, in particular, appeared so utter-
ly irreclnimable in its wildness asto bave
thus far resisted ail atlempts to render it in-
Latilable. Here the ground was broken

CHAPTER I,
MAGISTRATES AT FATLT.

Not untrequently it happens that a par-
ticular locality may full under the ban from
the operation of causey with which the -
habitants are enlirely disconnected, but in
this case there were good reasons for 1
heving that the suspicions which had <.
tatned so wide a currency were vt withou.
foundation, the more especially as the atten-
tion of the authorities had at last been seri-
ously directed to the vicinage in question,
Whatever the trath might be, the general
aspect of the district tallied well with (he
lawless character scquired by its inhabis
tants. i .

Instances, it cannot be d%ied, there wero
to the contrary, but they ‘vere few. For,
though for industry and thriit these worthy
people might not be surpassed, vet gave
they so little attention to such trivial mat-

a well-grounded suspicion that they never
paid them at all. The first regular surveyor
wiio found his way into those parts came
very near being impaled upon hiz own staff
and it was ot uniil they had learneq by a
few such experiences to provide themselves
with an escort of officials well nrmed and
equipped for any emergescy that these
kniglts of the tripod were allowed to carry
out their incendiary designs—as the popu-
lace styled them. Gradually, as the lands
thus opened were thrown into the marker,
numbers of greedy specualators, having in-
tormed themselves of the ecapacities of the

and vustructed by vocks that had the aspeé?\gountry, hastened to invest their funds in so

ofbhaving been suddenly spouted up from
the bowls of the earth during some terrible
throe of nature, and falien promscuously
whegg-they lay—their surface overgrown hy
a forest of cedars and birches and sombre
piues, within whose impenetrable shades
the roar of many a walerfall resounded
like the mighty hum of a distant city.

r—
—
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promising a speculation, and up went fhe
prices of land accordingly.

Until the period at which our narrative
open 1o general opportinity had heen of-
fered the people of the valley for a publie
discussion of fhese matiers, but now, as the
existing occasion known as Court Day was
approaching, when a number of influeniial
official characters wezre expected to be in ate
tendance, preparations - were made by the
innabitants {o acquaint themselves with the
actual prospects and present state of afairs
as regarced their side of the question—
hitherto” always represented in the worst

possitle light.

ters as arsessments and taxes, as to occasidi™

“soldiery who attended to gussd theNoflicers

* delicate, pale-cheeked damsel, who Tode

CEDAR

Oun this oceasion large numbers of por-
sons of all ages, sexes, and conditions, many
of whom lLiad never met, yet who appeared
to fraternize at the exhibition ol a sigual
which even e most insigoificant under-
stood, would come thromging figm every
quarter into the valley; the finery of the
womer, the brilhant accoulrements of the

of the law, and even the}xyud trappings of
aborignes imparting quite a gala appear-
ance to the Jittle village whiclk-served as
the centre of trade. DBright scaris and
boddices, siik snd satin gowns, and even
iewelry, flashy calicoes, rumpling znd
erinkling in lbeir newness, gay unilorms,
scariet blankets from {ar Mackinaw, daunt-
ing pities. glistenitg bayonets, and bar-
baric weapons, wrought with a degree of
taste ang skill whicl testified Lo the ingenu-
1ty of the makers, were mingled with the
sober costumes of the farmers and civil
tunctionaties, the gold laced uniforms of
the oflicers, and the showy garments of
many & rastic bell whose pureunts were, pe
Laps, the high dignitaries or wealthy lanaed
proprictors ol sdjucent townships. Iere
and there o booth, had been erected ; flags
flaunted Irorn the pealk of every tent and
every house top, traders and peddlers dis-
played in the most Jawey manney their
slocks of goods and trinkets, and there was
no lack of good rye whisky to tempt the
fancy of the more fastidious.

Among the, scatiered groups who rode
into the valley that wmorning. a stout—mid-
dle-aged gentleman, accompanied by a

an Indian pony. and who, in her turn, was
attended by a youth of tweniy (he might |.
have been the younger occupant of the boal.
£0 strong  was the resemblance), were
honored with rather more than their share
of attention trom the bystanders, a3 weil ag
ihe stragglers on the road. The stature of
the clder pergonage as much exceeded 1
height as Lis body exceeded in corpulence
the uzual proporiions of the human irame.
His eyebrows were Jdark and bfhy, and
their constant habit of contraction, added to
the determined expression of a pair of close
pressed bps, imparled a torbidding look to
a countenance of undeniable austerity. The
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damwsel, whom be might almost have carried
in one of his pockeis, was lus daughter, and
the youth. who secimned ouly oo happy to
be allowed to nold ¢ bridle and walk by the
side of her poay, in spite of the unromantic
fact that a bag stuffed with legal documents
hung Irom hig shouidere, a simple amanu-
ensis in the law oflice of Arthur Ceamcion,
a well-known counly justice, who was now
on e way o open his court for the
quarter’s session.
1t was not the custom of Justice Cameron
to travel thus encumbered, Lul his fair
danglter, whoe bad- uever wilncssed lhe
novelty of an encumpment, and whose
bealth scemed to require a short jouiney,
tuving plied him with enirea'ivs until his .
patience was fairly eixbuusied, won her
suit, and was banded over, along with 1be
iaw papers, to the care of voung Lzra
Hueston, the clerk who trudged so cou-
wentedly by her side. .
The Justice, absorbed in contemplation,
Paid little heed to the sensation created Try
bis appearance, but the lowering looks and
whispeiings of the diflerent groups which
tlicy encountered as they rode up the vale
did mot eseape the young mun’s notice.
“1his mo¥ning is full of bad omens.’”’ he
guickly observed in a low tone to Mr.
Camereon; “you had better be on your
guard, sir, while you are here, for, unlesa T
migjudge these people, their aetmns bode

|| you no good.”
“«Mhe scoundrels! Is it possible they

could have the hardihood? rejoined the
magistrate. “DBut why should you sup-
pose that they have any animosity  aguninsg
myself?  Speak out, and don’t mind Ag_ae,
Jdere; she’s no milksop.”

*“Why, then, sir, 80 far as I have beard,
they don’t like the manner in which (hay
say you bave dealt with them i respect to
the recent ejectments, and as it is on this
day that one of the most important of. tliese
trials is to be decided. it is not improbable
they may be tempted to offer you an insult.
The landholders can’t be made 1o under-
stand the title of the Patroon to so many
millions of acres won by a clever trick of
onc of his ancestors from the aboriginal
possessors, and openly renew their threats
of resistance.”

.

~
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“Peay, siv,” retorted the Justice, sharply,
*do I look like a man unfit to take care . of

himsefi'?”

“Pardon me, sir; it was for the sake of

.

‘ > -
Trusteés, who superintended witl; Iyax-eyed
vigilance the affairs of the township. v #
The court-room as Mr. Cumeron entered
it was a picture of confusion: carpentery

CEDAR

" i aa circumstances might require, and wishout
- feax or lavor.

.+ A tall,well-built man was then put to. the
* par, charged with a heinous offense; he had

‘
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acter of the offense, and several witnesses
bave been heard wlho seem agreed that you
are puilty of the offense imputed to you.
With that, at this stage of the proccedings,

Iiss Agnes that I ventured to speak of can-

1 have nothing to do; but altbough there
were busy replucing the bars used for the

tion. These people may be cozened, but,

pwrpose of separatine the crowd from the

i ying and feathering a brace of constables,

been detected with others in the act of tar

appears to be, from the evidence, very iitlle

being of the mountains, they can never be

doubt with regard o vour character, the
court, others were pulting the finishing

driven like those of the plain. I fear, sir

¥ou do not estimate them at their value.”

“What should you know about such
matters—a raw lad of twenty | Some fifty
Jears of experience in the ways ot the
world has taught me that there g notiing
0 effectral in bringing such . fellows as

. these i0 4 sense of their duty as a volley or

two of culd lead.” 3

**May heaven avert sucha consequence,’

ejaculaied his companlon.

“They bave it 1o their own power to
avert it.” rejoined the wagistrate, blunfly ;
“hut here is the court-house, aud yonder a
pack of the precious rabble toward whom
you seem €0 friendly. This is no place for
Agnes to-day; a ride down the valicy will
bring the roses back to her clieeks more
quickly than the matter-of-fact disputations
ot an excited court-room. There, talke her
along with you, and see that you don't
keep me walting for my supper, ihui's
alll”

And as the magisirate, exchanging greet-
ings with the bystanders, ascended the
steps of the little court-house before which
they had reined nup, the young couple rode
offin high spirits. Master Ezra bestriding
the gray mare from which Justice Cameron
bad just dismounted. : 3

———

CHAPTER ITT.
TIE TRIAL OF MABTIN HUNGERFORD.

The “edifice” consecrated by long usage
to the shifis and expodients of the law, as
excmplified in the proceedings over which
Justice Cameron and his associates presid-
ed, was certainly not a very imposing af-
fair, having been built to suit a number of
purposcs—the stated meetinas of various
religions denominations heing held there, ag
well ns the conferences of the Board of

i

touches to a canopy wisich a gilt eagle held
suspended from his beak above the Justices’
seats, and o shoyt-sighted man in a green
baize jacket was furiousty gweeping away
the’ shavings, and wripping up cvery ons
that came within the reach of his brogm.
Some of the functionaries, being chilled by
tieir morning’s ride over the. hills, had or-

sipping hot negus.  Tho room was full of
smoke. clerks were scattering books and
dociments over a large haize-covered table,
and the wrangling of disputants  without,
and the conversation of learned gentleinen
within, biended with the sounds of hammer
and saw.

Nevertheless, out of this chros order was
finally evolyed. 'The workingmen disap-
peared, the dust and the smoke subsided ;
oflicers had silenced the um'ulyfantl renoy-
ed the refractory ; the magistrates and the
different counsels, with their subordinales,
had taleen their seats, and twelve half-scared
individaals, after the ususl process of
swearing-in, had assumed theur places in
the jury-box. .

In opening his court, the presiding mag-
istzate reforred in deprecatory termg to the
growing License of the times—the general
disregard of prineiple which characterized
“the masses,” (it was only by the purchase
of votes that he had obtained his office, but
that he did not think proper to 'meuﬁon).
and, in particular, the alarming prevalence
ot agrarian principles and the tendency to
riot throvghous the district over which it
was hig arducus 1ot to preside. In dispos-
ing of the ununerous cases which—he re-
gretted for the suke of the cemmunity’s
reputation-—~would be brought to their
notice during the present term, he admon-
ished the jury as to the importance of
leaving behind them all motives of a per-
sonal or pecuniary nature, and to deal with
their fellows as rigorously and impartially

dered a fire kindled in the stove, and were -
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i who liad been dispatched to his farin some

two weeks previously, with the friendly
design of dispossessing him thereof. A mosL.
incorrigible charaeter, according 10 pqpulm
gocount, was Martin Hungerford—the most
troublesome intermeddier and the mosh
reckless dare-devil in the country.

The prisoner, who was & wild enpugh
lovking fellow, ccriainly, did not appear to
be at all disconcerted, -lesning coolly over
the Dox in which he was eribbed, alfld Ie-
volying an enormouns roli of tobacco in 1{15
jaw, wlien the magistrate ordercd thc' puis-
oner to stand np—and nodding guite famil-
iarly tofriends among the jury ?ud t};e
audience—one or two females honoring him
with o wave of their haudkercbiefs. For
Huneerford wag, undeniably, a nndson‘{e
fellow, nnd -was ag much adwmiredyfor his
gullaptry among the country lasses as he
undoubtadly was for his prowess among the
mei. . .

The charge now hrought against him was
o serious one : he had not only resisted tp*:
offisurs of the law in the execution_gf their
duty, and iltegally presiste(_l id retaining the
property in guestion, which th'u fathrer of
the accused had . keld before hllﬂ,‘b}lt he
liaq pone 8o far as toussist 1n igneminiously
ducking m 2 horse-pond the officers cliarg-
el with the execution of the process, augl
alterwards i inflicting upon them a suit
apicee of boiling tar intermixed wilh feath-
erg—ULristling with whish, like a couple of
nowdestrint animals, they bad 1etraced their
way on fout to the legal swronghold- trom

which they and the writs they bore had
emanated. )

law in its leniency would still give you an
oppertunity of being heard fn yonr pwn
defense. What have you to say 77

« T don't suppese it would make mmch
difference whatever I might say,” ) repiied
Muriin, carelessly; if I snould i‘nswt upon
my nocence, you've already said c[:ough
yourself to conviet me. 5o, where’s the
use ¥ . )

s Prisoner,” quoth Mr. Cameron, in his
gternest manner, ** I must turn  you aguinust
this reprehensible exhibition of levity. M_y
doubls concerning your participation in this
ontrage grow weaker with every word that
I hear jrom you.™

“Well, what it I did 169 was the swily
rejoiner. .

“ There's arrogence for you!l” exclalmed
the most portly of Cameron’s associales, in
high dudgeon. ‘¢ Let the fellow go ]m)s.e,
and, upon my word, I should not wonder if
Lie vexl attempted to 1ar and feather us ail.”

«“No, Douwminie;” 1'cJtp1'tcd Martin, \:\jho
applied the tie to all lawyers indiscriml-
nately ; * you'd have to get yoursclf taken
in @ little firss, feathers are too dear io wasie
on you.” -

The counsel for (& prosecutior
comumenced his heylulean lahors, cufling
aud slasting on all sfdes with so wuch fury,
waving his arms aipl gesticulating beiore
the jury at such a rate as to completely ¢x-
termninate the few gnclouded ideas they
mighihave posscssedipn entering the court-
Mote than oo

Tac,

the blood aimost ran [rogi them, in the im-

An atterapt ot a “hurrsh” among the
speprators was promptly put down by the
olfﬁe(*:'s of the court; whose zeal in enforeing
order was rewarded by all sortsof oppro-
brious epithiets among the unruly.

«Now, prisoner,” said the Judge, with
dreadful solemnity, as he rose and displav-
ed g ample propartions to the proportion-
ally awe-stricken eourt, “ T have acquainted
you and your friends with the grave char-

patience of his anger qnr hearing Limsell
aceused of everything thay was vile snd un-
prineipled ; represented. i facl, as & linrd-
ened felon, for whom a yeaY's imprisonment,
with hard [abor would be ouly tr.m centle a
ishhment.
pu‘l'“(b). my friends,” exciaimed Mr. Burthol-
pmew Gryppe, in'hismost pathictic wanner,
“iule of the harn-buriings, the shoolmg-
| atfrays, the untold destruction of lifc and

Martin Hungerford .
clenched Liis stout st jud bit his lips 1
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property Lhat accompany every such tase
of hich-handed proceedings. Heavens!
toward whas an abysss of ruin are we hur-
rying, when in the midst of a eivilized
eominunily like this, a man can't enjoy kis
own {”

“There you bhit itl” shouted Martin,
slarting suddenly p again, and bringing
his sledlge-like fist Hown upon the edge oi
bis box with 50 much force as io jar the
whole court-room, and awaken a couple ot
dozing jastices; *‘that's exactly what I
would have said long ago 1t youwd let me.
Is not what we have made and created our
own? More than thirty years since. sirs,
my father, old Timotby Hungerford, took
hold of that property, a barren, untenanted
waste; in that thirty years lie and I made
it just what you see it. To leave it, gentle-
mien, is my ruin, and to pay what is asked
for it now, far above my means. There
wore Lwo alternatives left me; one to defy
the law; the other to seek its prolection.
1n the face of all that bas been suid of me
by this little wretch here, your Honors (Mr.
Gryppe here tiied to look indignant), I am
& good citizen and a law-abiding man, and
the circumstanee of my having surrendered
mysell into your hands should be taken as
proof that [ seek no unfair advantage.”

Mr. Gryppe now dashed into! the arena
again, with a slight change in bis tactics;
for, whereas,- before, he had been violent
and abusive, he was now not less happy in-
the use of taunts and sarcusms—his object,
being to provoke the accused to do or say
something which wanld prejudice his eause
in the minds of the jury. The little orator
was perfectly suceessful ; Marlin listened to
bim for o time, until the swelling cords of
his meck and forehead and the heightened-
color of his countenance indicated that his
anger wasg fast becoming umcontrollsble.
Gryppe, just atthis moment, being carelesy
enough to come near him, wagshaking his
finger opprobriously at the culprit, when
the latier, all at once grasped the outstretch.
ed anfy, inflicted npon it an awful wrenel,
gave the lawyer several smart blows with a
cudgel which be sngtened. from one of the
oflicers, and waving his bat, leaped over
the railing with a bound, and disappearce
with a shout of defiance among the crowd.
In vain the magistrate rapped his desk and

CLJ{FF.

commanded silence. A stunning cheer
burst torth simultaneously from an handred
hearty pairs of lungs. Equally in vain was
it that the scanty force of constubles at-
tempted to recapture the fogilive. The
dense throng-grew denser, and the court-
room throughout was in an uproar. Sowe
reckless hand hurled a keile with great
dexterity at the cord which sustaired tue
canopy, which belng severed, the whole
mass of crimson curlains Iell Jike a pall

over the heads of the outraged Justices, puls

ting them complotely hors du combat. The
constabies, instead of being able to obey
their orders; were hustied and borne along
with the delighted eoncourse, until they
reached the open air, where all their en-
deavors to silence the tumult Wwere fruit
less, —_

CUAPTER 1IV.
How MARTIN IONGERFORD TOOK HIis RE-
VENGE

Availing themselves of the privilege ac-
corded tkem by Justice Cameron. Apnes
and her companion in the meanwhile had
made the tour of the village—her merry
laughter and exuberant spirits increasing by
contrast the evidenb uneasiness of young
Hueston, whose ears, wherever they tur ned
were saluted by expressions which did not
tend to diminish his anxiety for those in
whom he took s0 deep an interest. Nob-
withstanding the seeming gayety of some,
the countenances that met the yoang man’s
searching glance did not wear their accus-
tomed hcliday look, and the very fact of the
populace being divided into 80 many scat-
tered groups, many of them hgyine guns on
their shoulders, or a pistol at the waistband,
and otliérs wielding huge cudgels, and of 50
tew women being visible, was indicative of
a coming tempest. ¢ Hungerford will never
cross the threshold of a prison,” thought
I8zra, who had not trifled when he told hia
protector how thoroughly acquainted he
wag with these people ; “ they will tenr the

court-house in pieces,and make a bonfire of

ihe fragments before they will allow him to
be arrested.”

Coming.now to the rise of a hill, from

,:{)
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w‘hic.h of n.sudden a view was afforded of o

broad landscape, with the tents and stream-.
-ers ofa military encampment visible at what

seemed only o shozt distance bevond, young
TIueston, after they had tarried a moment
for the sake of the prospect, wis urgent for
returmng. ’

@ Not- without a canter through the en-'

campment, sutely,” said Agnes, with a look
of disappointment.
“We sliall hardly have time, 1 fear,” re-
plied Exra, locking up at the sun. We
were to be back by noon, you remember,
and the morning will glide .away without
our observing it.”* ‘
¢ Why, it is but astone’s throw from us.
My pony can canter it in five seconds,” said
Agnes, as, with o livelivess foreign to her
dizsposition. she stavted off, leaving Ezra at
some distanes behind.  © Good-by to you, if
you won't come:” )
Thus challenged and defied, her compan-
jon had po regource hat to fellow 3 and, alter
all, if they were diiigent, they could relurn
in time to rejoin Mr. Cameron before the
court took its recess. 'The encumpment,
however, proved to be farther off than it
seemed, and, once on the spot, there were
g0 many objects {0 Intevest them (for booths
for drinking and vending of wares and
kunicknacks lad been erected just beyond
the encampment, and a small parfy of In-
dians, the remnanty of a fading tribe, had
pitched their tents of sking in a field &iross
e road, and the sceue had the aspect of'a
fair) that when they turned to retrace their
steps, Kzra found to his alarm that the sun
was declining:
¢ A fine lecture Ishall get tor this folly,”
he gaid, us he burriedly led Agnes from the
field—while ber beautiful countenance only
broke into smiles the more for “his pretend-
ed chiding, They had not gone far before
hediscovered that they had lost thewr way—
no very hard matter a4t any time in such
half-gettled places—anl so much time was
lost 1o the endeavor o regain if, that the
dusky hues of twilight were beginning to
settle over the landseare almost before they
were fully aware of their predicament.
About the time when Agnes had arrived
with her compa%(:; in sizht of the encamp-
ment, and at the ¥ moment whed DBartliolo-

_mew Gryppe was holding forth in his most
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withering style upon the enormitics of
whieh Murtin Hungerford was alleged to
have been the perpetrator, the wvalley was
thrown 1nto acommotion the noise of which
at Jeoeth reachell the ears of justice iself,
and a special messenger had been sent out
to ascerfain the canse of the disturbance, Tt
wis noliceable also that at this crisis, the
populace, whose precccupied mauncr lhad
already attracted the atiention of Mr. (am-
crow’s wdherents, suddenly shook off their
letharey, ns thouglh they had been waiting
for some such juterruntion, and lbezun to
crowd the open space in front of the court-
liouse. Flien messengers were seen to issne
troniy the edifice, and, mounting horses, io
gallop oft with great precipitation. Men
lore great stekes from the fences, and there
was every indication of a violent outbreal.
The titvonging was most dense at a point
of te road where a man of tall and impos-
ing, presénce and of saturnine aspect, to
which a heavy iron-gray beard fent addi
tival force (he might have been the vlder of
tlic persons introduced in cudfirst cliapter),
was seen mounted upen a wmle, and come-

person did not appear to sufler from nuy of
the infirmities attendant upon uge, but had
rather the zir of one grown prematurely
gray. His dress partook in au equal degree
of the huuter and the civilian, for nyer the
sober and square-cut garmeunis of the pulpit
oralor, he wore g blanket, and a pair of In.
dian moecasing protecled Lis teet, while
only a circlet of black leather, cmbroidered
with beads, like wampum, and falling in
tags behind, confined the locks that fell in

one could Jook upon this persorage, and
note the fierce expression of s restless,
coul-black cyes, williout comiing to the con-
clusion that lie gazed upon one unsettled in
lLis idtellect, or at least who hud sullered
much from the world’s neglect and injustice

Surchrwas the singular character known
throughout those parts by the more cen-
sorious or less reficetive, as * the mwad
preacher,” while others whoknew him only
by his many acts ot kindness, his unweary-
ing devozion to the sick and the ncedy, und
above all for the free and outspoken wmanner
in which he was wont to iuveigh against
wrong and oppression, saw in him only the

ing in the direction of the courl-house. This .

wavy musses down to bis shealders., No.

£
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fearless apostle of huomanify, the declared
fue of injusiice, and the sworn friend of the
poor and aillicted under whatever circum-
gtances thelr sufferings might present them-
sélves to Lis notice. Accustomed almost
from infancy to regard Gilbert Hueston as
their tatherand champion, the simple peo-
ple @ the valley rarely ventured upon any
important movement without his advice or
consent, and the prospect of being at length
relieved of the indecision which had fetter-
ed their toneues as well as their actions
since the convening of the mag‘istrutes,
caused them to welcome his appearance
with even more than ordisary enthusiasoi.

It was singular to observe tho extraordi-
nary effect which the words of this man ap-
pearced immediately to exercise upon a. peo-

ple lately so passive and unimposing ia their’

demeanor. Taking his stand upon a little
eminence over against the court~house, he
began, in a voice well calculated by its inll

“and musical quality to wield a great influ-

ence over the minds of large assemblies, to
upbraid them for their faint-heartedness—
bis immediate followers, among whom were
several converted Indians, and rot a few
rough characters gathered trom their hiding
places in the woods and swamps for many
miles around, crowding closely ahout him,
and forming a group not unworihy an ar-
tist’s pencil. There was not an altempt at
interruption during the briet but eloguent
harangue with whbich he addressed them—
evineing in its delivery an smount of talent
and an intiinacy with the most secret
pprinrs of our nature which would even
have shamed into insignificance the profes-
sional gentlemen who had been all ihe
morning belaboring each other’s clients in
the public forum opposite. The close atten-
tion bestowed upon the orator was an evi-
dence of the esteem in which he was held.
Many a more cultivated man than Gitbert
Hueston has been, ere this, accused of -
ganity for engaging in (he advocacy of doc-
trines in which, with perbaps a great deal
of error, there wasinvolved more than one
reasonable project for the alleviation of ihe
froubles under which society is Iaboring,
and if at times a perscnal sense of its injus-
tice imparted-to bis gestares a species of
frenzy, and to his words a fire that made his
hearers shrink beneath his denunciation, &

5

reference to his own past expericnce was
always suilicient to account for the mys-
tery. B

The present was oue of those occasions

when [loeston, departing from ihe general

tenor of his conduct, thought 6t to arouse
his listeners by a violence of language and
gesture which rarely fails ot its object when
exerted upon a conconrse 80 miscellancous
as that he mow addressed—for there was
bardly & man among them who did not foel,
while drinking in his eloquence, as though
be had some wrong to be righied, some
shight to be atoned. for.

In the midst of this harangue took plaéé
witlin the precinets of the temple of justice
that twmult which we have deseribed as
following close upon the high-handed action
of Martin Hungerford. As the crowd dis-
gorged itselt from the premises, the author
ofall the trouble—his coat almost torn from
his back, his hawr tossing wildly in the
breeze, and his cheery voice ringing out a
clariod ery of trinmph and defiance—darted

through the throng that opposed ‘him and,,

his eyez alighiing upon the preacoer, he
crossed ata bound the intervening space,

‘and the pext moment was enfolded in the

embrace of Hueston.

“I am safe now, at any raﬁ{,"’ he ex-

claimed, outof breath with his exertions.
% Wild cats and catamounts ! let them bring
on their goldiers now, if they dare. We can
meet them--hey, Gilbert, boy 1

The ghout that went up at this speech
even mdye effective than anything Gilbert
had uttered,shook the conrt-house to his cen-
tre, and jarred unpleasantly the nerves of
those within. Counsel dropped their dom-
ineering manrer, and all eyes were turned
in anxious expectancy toward the passage
through which the culprit, Hungertord, tiad
just made his exit.

At this crisis the clear notes of a trumpet
echoed among the hills.  Another and
another. Many a heart now palpicated pa.m-
fully with suspense.

“ Stand firm,"” said the preacher, ina guba
dued but resolute voice, that penetrated to
the outskirts of the crowd.  “They are for
the mest part neighbors, who will not harm
ug, and if the worst should come, your cause
iz zacred and success iy certain,”

A Iroop of mouanted riflomen appeared at
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the crest of fho nearest Lill, headed by o

government officer, and drew themselves up

with a great clatter in Iront of the court

house. An ominous silence [ollowed as
Cameron, appearing bareheaded upon the
baleony, demanded, in an agilaied voice,
the restoration of the escaped prisoner aad
the surrender of lke ringleaders in the riot.

“Depart yourselves!” said Huestoh, com-~
ing to the front, “and a scene of turmol
and bloodshied may be averted that must
inevitably ensue if  you remusim. Ag for
these people, they are bere solely with the
view of protecting their violated tights, and
the magistrafes may be thaakiul that no
greater excosses bave been commitied.”

“Who is tnis insolent tellow ¥ aslked
Cameron of an oflcer.

~ The worst Arebrand in the pack,” was
the reply ; o mad perambalaiing preacher

. named Hueston. If we caw only lay him by

the heels the rest are easily managed,”

¢ See to him, witl you ?”* rejoined the jus-
tice between his clencied testh ; ““ouce in
my hands, Iie shall not complain ofajack of
attention.* Then tulning again to the
turong he added: © You have intimated to
me throuzh your leader your tinal ingen-
tion. 1t only remains for me, in pursuance
of my duly as a magisirate, lo read he Riot
Act ; and upon your own rash heads be the
consequences.”

The magisirate then proceeded to the read-
jng of that solemn address, of which it i
not probable that five pairs of ears in any
disorderly gathering ever beard the first
syllable, and during its delivery the people
were moving away with Haeston and Mar=
tin Hungertord In their midst. The last
words bad bardly fallen from Cameron’s
lips when he became aware of the move-
ment, and in a furious tone comnmanded the
troops to fue. A stanping repori foliowed,
and several were cbserved to fall; a bullet
at the same ingtant grazed Cameron’s bead
and buried itselt in the, clapboards behind
him. He was about to return the compli-
ment from a weapon of his own when. his
hand was arrested, and turning to see who
had taken so bold a liberty, e found him-
self confronted by the officer in ¢command of
the troops.

# Bir, for heaven’s sake forbear! They

will tear you in piccesif youn are soen to per-
petrate such af sl of madness.”

1 suppose, sir, I know my owu Dbusi-
ness,” replied Cameron, confused at being
detected in such & display of tempor.

“You may know your own husmess, but
you evidently do not know ¢f what an in.
turjated mob iike that is capable. 1 Lave
come to ask you once more to exert your
authority before proceeding 1o extremes,”

& No, curse them ! replied Lthe muyistrale,
“they have aowed the tempest, let them :eap
the whirlwind.

The next demonstration of the troops’waa
received with a yell'of mortal Latred, aud
ag the maddened ecrowd turned in fury upon
their pursuers, numbers of vespeciable ren-
tlemen might be seen crawling out of the
court-room windows and dropping 1uto the
shruvbery by which it was environed. Even
the disciplined troops, being few in number,
and their oppoopents well arued, could do
nothing» to restr:in the onset, and were
quickly dismounted and overwhchmed in
the outpouring tide, or put to fiieht, the long
horse-tails of their helmets streamiog be-
hind them as they fled.

In a very brief space of time the court

house was invaded—the prisoners were toin
from their kespers, and even some of the
magistrates shemselves made captives in
their furn—the persons’ engaged iu these
proceedings haviug covered their faces with
masks 1o escape detection. Books and the
papers in important cases were torn into
shreds. and given to the winds remorsoeless-
ly. Yells and peals of langhter woend up
ag article afler article was tossed from the
windows. Unfortunate practitioners eaught
lurking among the bushes thought them-
gelves fortanate 1n cseaping with u few cufls
and braises. Everyihing portable having
been disposed of, the casements and ficoring
carfie next, and fnally o forch applied to the
rotten building completed the work of de-
struction. ‘

It was now dusk, and the glare of the
flames arising from the burpning timbers
mingling with that frofi countless beacon
fires began to crimson the heavens. All
these sights Ezra Hueston and the now af-
frizhted Agnes observed from a distance ;
what they had noticed during the morning
in the conduct of the people accounting for
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-upon the brecze of night, the noise of horns,

,oners, one of whom—no other than Bar-
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evervthing that had followed.  They had
regained the read, bat it proved tobe fullof
intoxicated and noisy savages, and their po-
sition was perhaps more perilous than it
nHght have been had they remained in the
camun.

Then eame audibly {oward them. borne

the shouts ot a multitude, and the tramp-
ling of innumerable fect. The glare of
lights soon followed troma pointin the road
beyond. and a great concourse of people,
some weating masks, others bearing forch-
es, and all singing, or shouting, or blowing
horns, or beating pans, came straggling con-
fusedly along, bearing in advance two pris-

tholomew Gryppe, now dreadfully chop-
fallen—was comfortably seated astride of a
rail.

The young people soughi to zvoid this rab-
e by turning aside once more from the
beaten path—but to no parpose, They were
intercepted at once and carried along with
{he tide, Laving been recognized by several
hard-tooking characters as persons in some
way conuccted with Cameron's household.
On learning that the magistrate himsetl was
a prisoner; and not far behind, they becane,
however, more reconciled to their fortunes.

At a certain place where two roads inter-
secied. the cortege made a halt, and all
prisoners were ordered to the front, where

just beneath the spreading arms ot a guide-
post, which Lad been “in mockery sur-
mounted by acap of liberty, a ur tar was
fire had been kindled. A barrel ofeat bon-

knoeked to pieces, and a portion of itg con-
tents rapidly transferred to a kettlesuspend-
ed above Lbe flumes. Bags containing feath
ers were brought forward to be rTeady for
uge. Mr. Cameron was specchless from
rage, and Gryppe in the same plight from
terror.

The luckicss attorney was at once dee
puded, and in a few moments turned forth
irom this new-fashioned ailor 8hop iba
suit that might have set all the geese of thé
barn-yard eackling out of pure jeslousy.
He was then escorted with greas civility to
the Lead of & column of maskers disguised
as Indians, who followed him, drumming
and hooting, for a mile down thé road.

The judge s tarn came next, and he was

CLIFF.

further stops could be taken, Agnes had
sprung forward and flung herseli, weeping
bitterly, upon his Dreast.
« Never mind her/’ said one of the men
in masks, whose voice resefnbled ,that of
Huneertord ; < pull the young dam away,
and let the old reprobate suffer.”
¢ Reprobate ! hizggsed Cameron, with, a
strurgle which intimated a strong desire on
his part to inflict bodily harm upon some
body, and which his captors immediately
repressed by a seried of kicks. A rope was
then thrown across an overhanging limb,
and the noose end thrown loosely over the
magistrate’s neck,
« Beware, heware, Martin Hungerford I
exclaimed & voice which proved fo be
Ezra’s, who bad been recognized by some of
the party, and, heing released, now boldly
advanced inte the midstof the group:
«Yon may pursnég this outrage to the bits
you will, but think well of what
you are daing ; for, although as a friend of
my family I have thought well of you here-
tofore, I will say that which will place your
own neck in a halter before you are twelve
hours older.™
«You only prove, my young genhtleman,
that o man can’t sojourn among Philistines
without himself becoming one,” replied
Hungertord, coolly., ©.A son of Gilbert
Hueston should keep better company-
‘What are you waiting ior, tools ! pe added,
impatienily addressing his companions,
who were apparemly hesitating as to the
propriety of ca.rrymg out their threats.

“Stay!” said a deep voice, almost ab
‘Hungertord’s side, as another masked in-
dividaal joined the group. * 1t is enoughif
our object is accomplished, and trom what
he has seen this pight, Arthur Camerom
will no doubt have a care how in future he
ventures to tamper with the feelings of frees
men. ‘'The lion is a generous beagf, but he
who trusts to his forbearance mdy do so
once too often.” - .

“ Whoever you may be, sir,” said Cam-

thank you for your timely mtmfcl ence, and
should feel donbly grateful 1 I might only
Ynow to whom I am indebted for my life.”

The new-comer seemed half inclined. to
gratifv his curlosnty, butapparently chanrred

sccordingly seized upon, but before any

his mind.

. ‘him to actly justly, for upon his decision

‘fears for his safety.

- Quwmeron's punishment, as the magistrate

eron, a8 they relieved him of his bonds, *I
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%It is of mo consequence,” he replied,
coldiy.

acquainted. When tbke proper hour hus
come tor a_renewal of the iutimacy, you

will find me less backward. Let some of
you escort Judge Camcron and his daughter
safely to the village,” he said to the by-
etanlers.
*0, sir,”” said Agnes, taking the hand of
the lust speaker, in the excess of Ler 'gml;b
tude, “you have a kind voice, and must
‘needs Liave a kind heart. Through you it
18 not impossible that these 1'elchtluss foes
of my fatlier may become Lis friends.”
. “Aml you have an'innocent heart, my
Jretty waiden, * replied the mask, quile
gently ; **immtercede, then, with your father,
“gnd pray likewise that Heaven may disposs

depends our friendship or our enmity.”
» Agney paused 1o exchange a [cw words

with {laeston as they turned to depart, but,
Warmh preseing the litile hand she held
gut to him, he bade lher dismiss at onee all

" # Bhall we let them all go #* asked one of
those who had been the most eager lor

and his daughter passed tbrough the
thlon"

-4 1t is better,” sald the person addresaed
“ .aml it is not impossible that the forbear-
arce may be inlerpreted in our favor. Lo,
all depart but him *  And he pointed to
Ezra. E

“Lord, sir, what should, we do with
him ¥ asked one of the simple rustics, in
greal bewilderment.

41 have need of him,” was the answer.
And then, as the lad was brought belore
him, be removed his mask and exposed to
Ezrs the leatures of his cwn fatler,

-+ Traitor I said Hueston. reproachifully,
8 the youth shrank beneath his glance, s
this the resalt of my teachings?  Had you
not wilnessed enough ot this day's procecd-
ngs, bul you must thrust yoursell as a Spy
nio the camp ot my bretoren £

**L am no spy,” rcjeined Ezra, boldly,
fand there Hves not the person beside your-
glr that daves call me one.  As for vour
manisiment, I do not care much what Si’lEH)[-!
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edging yourself a leader in guch o move-

“Suffice it that I am one with { ment ag this.”
whom in times past you have not heed uun-

“Get bome, sir,"\gald Gilbert, sternly ;
"I have matters for/ your ear that should
deeply concern yod, It when you have
Leard me you shdild ehovse to retu:n to
your {riends, I ghal

Euru took his W'ly——lilth(,‘ dc;uctedly, it
must be confessed, for i hero—in the direc-
tion indicated by his fatler, and, after paus.
ing a mofent longer (o gwe 80INE Hrecs
tions, the Lulter foliowed him.

Deprived of their full revenge, the rioterg
constructed hastily a dummy figure which
they labeled Wit the justice's name, and,
hanging it above the fire, danced around I
ase\t, Wwas consumed, with a degree of en-
thusiasm that surpassed even the rejoicings
ol their copper-visaged neighborsneamped e
in the adjacent ficlds, wliose noises, joined
with those of the figare-burners, were pro-
longed till the next day-dawn.

On the next morning the inhabitants of
several hamlets on the great route of hiaval
to the cuatlet of the valley were terrified by
the sudden appearance among them of o
sort of man-monster, covered with piumage
similar iu texture to ibat which bedecked
the feathery denizens of their bareyards,
who clattered by them with lightning-tike
rapidity upon a bare-backed steed, diiving
live stock of all deseriptions hefore him like
chatt before the whirlwind, and sending
wonen and children pell-mell into their
livuses for protection. 1t was Gryppe, who
had borrowsd s firmer's horde, and was
thus bidding an elernaladien to the valley.

CHAPTER V.. .
THE SPIRITUALIRT AND IS PITLOSOPAY.

We have alluded to one particular portion
ot the district signalized by these occur-
rences as being not generally frequented,
and less open to schemes of seftlement than
other spots of more inviting aspect iying )
withing the sanlﬁe boundaries.  Only one
haman being, more sdventurous, or perhape
caring less for fairies and dryads than the

L may takae, for you conld not haveivilicted { rest, had ventured fo fix his residence

jpom me & sharper pang than by ackn. wl-

[

within these enchantgd borders. This spot
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bad formerly borne an old Indian name as
full of poerry and sylvan reminiscences as
its nntithesis was of trite and commouplace
suggestions—a name in which the glancing
of sunbeams, the giad escape of waters, and
all the emblems of external nature were
sympathetically portrayed by a poet whose
inspirations nceded not the applauses of
civilization to fan them into life. The in-
novating mania of the age has wrought sad
havoc with our Tuscaroras, our Onondagas,
our Oneidas, and our Senecas—names how
musical in song and story !--while the pub-
lie taste revels in Tompkingvilles, Pampline
towns, and Sixteen Corners, snd, in place
of the older titles which they have usarpeds
indulges us with its stereotyped muliiplicn-
tions of Rome and Romunlos, and Jones and
Jenkins. R

The solitary being alluded to bad selected,
as 1f in defiance of tradition, the most for,
bidding corner of the district for his abid-
ing place. He loved the sound of the
waterfall and the voices of nature, did Gil-
bert Hueston, better than the harmonies ot
the most accomplighed orchesira, or—buat in
this he was partly wro.g—Dbetter even than
he loved the veoice of his fellow-man; a
cold, retired. worldless person, about whom
lingered ever the impression of one who
had taken part in some great tragedy,

Hueston had enrolled himself among ihe
followers of the prophetess at an early stage
of her miraculous career, devouing fortune,
family, and all the inviting prospects of a
future teeming with piomige, to the cause
of her who bad become, in some sort, the
mistress of his idolatry. A strong vein of
religious enthusiasm had for ages charncter-
ized the family of which he came, and had
been mberited by him to a degree which at
tmes imparted to his actions the coloring of
lunacy. Yet, if mental sberralion was
there, it certainty manifested itsclf in'a very
commendable shape, as Hueston's many
acts of charity and self-denial had gained
him a reputation throughoui the adjacent
conntry.

1t is not our purpoze to detail here the
many vicissitudes through which destiny
bad ordained that the prophetess and her
followers should pass before the final dis-
ruption of their growing community.
Suftice it that fraud and chicanery en the
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| part of some of the members accomplished
, onice again the customary result; the funda
{and lands of the association were by degrees
absorbed from without, dissensions arose,
Jemima herself fell ill and dwed, and the
leagae that had once given such signs of
permanence fell to pieces.  Tn the general
scramble which ensued, - Gilbert "Hueston
lost nearly everything.
nearly forgotten its worldly teachings, and
he was no mateh for the tricks of the law
and its abettors. = Abandoning all he,poss
gessed 4o his enemies, he pusbed stifl fur-
ther into ihe wilderness, and, avoiding even

even his name—Dbecame a confirmed misan.
thrope.  On the small remains of his prop-
erly he erected, withbhis own hands, a rog-
ged cabin, in which he todk shelter with
his wite and infant son. Here onuve more
ihe jliusive phantom that had %o olten
chealed him, became the ruling spirit of
hig life, and he began to cherish anew those
dreams of happiness in the shadow of which
he had ever been wandering. Then, io cap
the climnx of his misfortunes. bis wife—
whom he had always lreated with the tond-
est  indulgence—abruptly descrted him.

wretehed recluge, and bé never retnvered
entirely from its effects, but from the grow-
ing boy the bitter truth was carefuily con-

asserfed its sway, Eura believed his wreich-
ed mother to have perighed in his ehildbood
-~the viedm of some harrewing calamity.

romainder of his il-starred life-revenging
his injur.es and sofferings upon societv at
large, and occasionally going about the
'country disseminating his dangerons views
and theories among a class only too willing
to be benefitted by his teachings.

from whbich it was longing to be severed

and over him Gilbert waiched, ag he grew :

to man’s cstate, with the most infens

/

His mind had

In his .
solitary cabin he still pendered over the
doctrines of his departed leader, but missed *
more than ever the companion whose min- |
istering cares and soothing words had light- |
ened his burthen in many a bygone trouble, |
His boy was now the only tie tkat bound his .
crushed. and battered spirit to the earth,

~ more than a rebuke for his pains.
. gus‘ained by Ezra in (he late demonstration
" warned Hueston wien too late of the crror

CEDAR

snxiety. That anxiety increased until,
about the time of the occurrences just nar-

_rated, even the youth himself had observed

the agitation and absiraction of his parcnt,

~opd had more than once thonghtlessly askel

without recciving anything
The part

18 meaning

he Lad commiticd. His tones were unusa-
ally hiarsh and bifter us on that evening he

. followed his son—now quite as determined

the sight of bis fellow-man—concealing )

The blew proved too heavy a stroke for the -

cealed, and, even until manhood had fully

In that Iomely retreat Gilbert Huoesion
still watched snd prayed for the wretched

upon reccivieg an angwer to his oft-repeated
guestions''ns Ins father scemed fo Le upon
sefling at vest the apprehensions whicih had
been so suddenly aroused within hirh-—
acro~s tlie humble threshiold of that dweli-
ing consecrated by 50 many sieepless vigils:

For gome minules after entering the cabin
ot the spiriteatist, o dees silence prevailed.
The elder ueston, with folded arms and
knitied brow, paced toand fro with longs
impaticut strides, g though hie had forgotten
the prezence of his son, who was liesitatling
between his dread of hiis father and Dhis de-
sireg fo learn the fatal secret which over-
shadowne:d 1be destinics of big race with ils
baneful influence.

¢ Eara,” ab length began Hueston, ¢ you
have grewly oflended me; frst, by Ieaguing
your=elf with the covert cnemies who seek
my overthrow, and mcxs by contracting
g romartic passion with the daughter ol a
man whom, ahove all otbers. T bave reason
to detest  Therve is only one method by
which 1 ean webn you from this course.
The means I propose are desperate, and the
revelations of which 1 must make vou the

depository in order to necomplisi my chject.

may be ruinous to vour peacs of mind, and
may destroy your iather. For myseli. in
that event, I sbould not care, bab for you!
Al! many a time I bave brouelit my reso-
muion to 1Lis point, yei abapdoned the at-
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tempt because I lcared to muke you under-
oo the ordearl.”

¢ 1 understand you, sir. My love for Miss
Cameron has become a purt of my lile, but
ifvou can prove fo me that the ndulgence
of so innocent a passion enduugers-your io-
terests, I will abandon it, however foth.”

“You will do ikis?" asked ilueston.
grasping his son’s arm cagerly.

“ ] will do more, sir. If. a8, you have
lately hinted, harm shall eome 1o you trom
any member of the township, I will be yoar
avehger.” ’ .

* itis thus I would always bave my son
discourse,” said ITueston, gazing upon the
handsome youalth with a look of fatherly
nride. ¢ Al boy ! were such abilities X«
eredsed in o field that I could indieate—’

« 1 Lave said, sir, there is bus onc way to |
attach me to you more firmly. Cease. then,
to regard mc as a merestripling, and give
me yoar unlimiicd tl‘uét, 1t shidl never be
violated.” '

* "Po-morvow, theo, your wish shall be
gratified,” repiied Hueston. )

it may be imagined thatr sleep was n
stranger thas pight to poor Dlzrs, awd it was
with the utmosi impatienca that he awuted
the duwn of day.  Ile hud long cherished o
desire lo fagtom the secrct of his fathers
swrange absences avd wand rines, and now
the grékt viddle was on the point of being
solved. Perhaps, even. le was about to
learn something definile respecling  his
mother—of her whose history hud been a
blunk to him, and whose verv name Gilbert
rould never hear utlered without manifest-
ing snger.

Little did the importance of those simple
wordsof his ather occur to him at the mo-
ment, bub-in abier venrs, when wmanbood
iind brought maturity to his thoughts and

viger to his frame, he learned (o value only
too well their deep siguificance.
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CHAPTER VI.
10E SACHEM'S FOOTSTOOL.

. On the mormng following thi s conversa-
tion, the Huestons found themselves, after
a rapid pull through the chilling togs ,oi the
lakey, disembarking at the cove to whicl,
but ot beyond, young Ezra had on wanv
#n occasion accompanied kis fatber. The
spof. presented oo features wortay of special
notice, only thai here the scenery was
wilder and meore broken by rocks, “—’hilc 2
.small brook disembogued itselt with a purl-
iog s1und into the lzke. As sudén as the
boat grate ! the two aprang out. Hueston
took in his hand the fowling pieces with
which they had come provided, while a
poach contrining tood of a simple character
depended from his neck,

Ag they journeved up the dell, with all

whose intricacies Ezra was well acquaint-
ed, the scenery became more sombre aod
the solitude more intense. High banks and
masses of reck hemmed in the little brook
throngh  whose uneven bad they werc:
obliged to pick their way, and at length
these natursl walls apd tha tangled foliage
which overhung them until it literatly oves-
arched, comy letely shut out the davlighs.
-A tramp of less than five minutes bi'ouﬂgm
them to a circular opening, sunk by nature
in the patural sandstone like a2 monstrons
well, formicg a basin supplied by the
gprinr which fed the brook. Sheer up
trom the narrow strip of sand which sur-
rounded this pool, the rock rose almost in
& precipice lor some bundred feet, and was
cc:-\.re‘rcd with the hieroglyphics and pjcture
writings of the ancient possessors o& tha
soil.  Opposite the head of the little stream
was # depression in the wall, resem..
biing, and, ia fact, answering all the pur-
poses of a séat, even a smaller piece of
sculptured reck, by way of a rest lor the
fret, not Deing absent. This was the Sa-
clhiem’s Footstool, so christened by the first
white inhabitants o' the neirhborbood ; the
spot alluded to by Gilbert HMueston in his
previous day’s couversation with his son.

“We are, at any rate, in good time,”

said Ezra, lightly, as Le flung himself into
the . sachem’s seat.  “QOur friends, the
epirits, are not over-particular in the mat-

“Never speak lighlly, Ezra. of thingg
you cgll\prellend net, " said Ilueston, grmr%:
:”1 "I: itb peeesenry {0 see or ipuch ir;

rder to be i 1 i
o convicced that there is g

“ No,.é\:rely. gir”” was the reply; * we
!m.ve evidence of o beneticent deity in every-
thing that moves and breathes around usy”

“Why, then.” pursued Hueston, + shnuid
we treat with contempt the grand idea that
ibere are beings of inferior Shtibn, but of g
Iil;e.ethercal mould, even in the days of the
p:lt.rml'chs. deputed by that creator, in al
!nn(lues% Lo encourage our hbetter p‘mmpt-
ings, to ehide our misdoingy, and in some
dezree to girect our earthly course ¥
“I‘t i3 a subject, sir, that I am little fitted
to discass,” replied Fzra, wighing Ly de-
grees to mtroduce a topic huvingna more
Fezms;t]]erit interest to Ius thoughis ;- *and
a trith, I canne ab It wi ,
el of car tthink that it will benefit

*1t may be zo, Ezra, but you wiil npoi
doubt by word when I te]l you that I Lave
good reasons for putting faith in ke theory.
Yes, Ezra, spitits have visited me. and Irnm.
them I know that my hour for leavipe you
a*;pr(‘)aches. One daty—a solemn ;ue—-
remaing for me to aceomplish ; that done
I am ready tor that leng journey ”upor,!
which the rictiest as well a3 the po rest
:nust en&Eer, and from which none mav re-
urn. oil do no| i i 0 {
butions, T o t bellcxc in such monifes-
:‘.Canclidly, I do not, sir. Our modern
spirits are. but pravk-playing spirite, T ap-
prebend, and have never, that I bave l;eard .
aceomplished a titlle of good. Pouudingr
and moving lables, and soundipe instru-
m.ents, wath, it must be said, aﬁm:b human
Z:;':m_’ L can't abide such juggleries ; and
_“Ezra., Ezra—you are of the sume blood
with all the Hoestons, and tlready T fesl
that some of their strange experience Il;S
b‘ecn vouclisufed to you. Listen, then:
Hzra, T have again ssen your mother, Inl.
the lonely migit vigils, angel forms have
liovered ubout my couch. and grery ques-
lion %as been answered. 1 am about to
c_onﬁde to you the results of these visita
tiens. There s vet time to retreat. D(;
youshnnk from the ordeal 9

Ler of keeping their appointments.” '

*Put me to the proof, sir, if you doubt

* rom, that would shake my firmness. No
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my courare. They must be bold sp irits
indeed, and something avove the ordinsty

Hueston was cver more obstinate wheun
bent upon mischief than you shall find
me.”
By this tippe they had reached the foot-
atoot, and the rocky dell which environed
it was growing parple with the shadows of
coming twilight as both cast their packs
upon the ground, Dimly and full of mys-
tery the old hieroglyphs still loomed out
from the natural tablets on which they had
been inscribed-—who might tell for what
purposg, or how many ages ago?
« Itis crowing cold, I think,” said Xzra;
v gliall 1 light a fire, sir 91
«You may kindle one if you wish, but
lat it be such a8 will not attract observa-
tion, for what we are here lo perform no
eurioug eyes siould wilness. Bzra, look
up: the mystery yon complained of shall
be such no longer.”
The clder Huesten took from his pocket
a smatl whstle, and blew three times upon
it ic a peeuliar manoer. Betore many
minutes had elapsed, Ezra’d attention was
called fo & grating noise, such as might be
canced by the friction of masses of rock.
and, turning his eyes in the direction of the
_gachem’s seat. he found’ it occupied, to hia
amazement, by the upright figure of an Tn-
" dian, clad in the scartet blanket and other
trappings of 2 chiel.
Ezra started to his feet, surprised at the
unexpectod vision, bué a¢word from his
father checked his momentary alarm, and,
looking again, he now pescelved, what in
the darkeming shadows had escaped Dis
notice. a huge otifice at the back of the
gachem?’s chair. throngh which the intruder
had obtained ingrees to the dell.  Another
glunce revealed to him the fact that the per-
son whose sudden appearance had so as
tonished him was no other that Quiscasset
{more fomiliarly known 88 George), a
Sencea chief who had long sesved his
father in several subnrdinate capacities.
and to whom he had himself been indebted
for whatever knowledge of wooderalt, he
might have attained to. The momentary
delusion was occasioned by a striking dif-
ference in costame—the Indian usnally al

CLITF. 19

na his present attire was for its novelty and
splendor. '

«Fonr not—thig time it iz an apparition
in the flcsh that we bave to deal with,”” ex-
claimed Hueston, with a sickly smilc, as be
witnesged the lad’s surprise.  “ Yon sgh the
sacliem’s chair has an occupant vet, and
one who deserves io fill it, too, albeit the
Lonor has grown, ag you said, somewhat
rusty, THere, George” he continued, ad-
dressing the Indian, a8 Le tossed to him a
small leathern purse, filled with' white
pebbles, on each of which a sign of mys-
terious import was graven, and from which
hie had previonsly taken one ot the number
¢ Bear ibis to thosethat are nearest, and be
speedy.”

The savage kissed the paclket, and disap-
poared ag silently as he had come.

« If pot a spirft, he bas some of the atiri-
butes of one, at all events,” sai Bzra; *‘a
most trustwortly messenger, I should say,
but somewbat too malerial to Loldi a com-
munication with anything less substantial

than himself. Pulting this an{l that.to-
gether, I must conclude that ‘the spirits we
have come hither to mect ave men like our-
solves, and if I am nof wrong agnin, it is
for the purpose of attending one of tlose
gipeniar conclaves sud to be Ield period-
1cally in this forest by abody of men ealt-
ing themselves Regenerators, and by every-
body clee Disorganizers, that we have come
so far.” .
" .¢gay, rather, men whe, holding a proper
appreeintion of the objects for whizh hu-
manity was ercated and she mission it was
gent.iither to fulfill, have been so shgmatized
by an uncharitable world. This night you
»\3151 gaze upen wonders ol which wmecre
drezuﬁs, though in some manuer connected
with them, can give mo acequate idea.
Arise, and follow me.”

1Ie strode toward the orifice as he spoke,
and Ezra, Tosing atl thoushis of himself in
{ne woaders of the place, silently vbeyed
im, until they nad climbed the seat -and
passed into- the amall cavera al its back.
The stone belng once wmore reslored to ite
position, the elder Hueston Lknocked there
times upon what appeared to bea wooden
door, wlhich was immediately opencd, ng

feciing 2 habit sg remarkable for its squalor

Rzra judged, by a sudden current of air and
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J ' . by a mqvemeut of hig ‘l‘ather. who had
‘ grasped himi by the band and Dbade bim-
. step boldly forwurd.  All was intense dark-
ness, a'nd, in spite of lLiy altempts ol seli-
possession, a sensation of awe begar to

-ereep over the young neophyte,

3: - -

‘é [ ~ .CHAPTER VIi,

TIIE MYSTIO CILLOLY,.

.[‘ ‘\ . )

’ ¥, The occurrences of tlie past twenty-four
H Leurs bad followed cacl other in such rapid
i sucecession that Bzra bad but Littde time for

.

(hstupg:e, and Lzra was beginning to fecl
the‘ irksomencss of hig posilion, Yw[:en a’
voice, whose every nceent was s distinet
and elear as the vibrations ol a bely, came
siruggling through the inky vail Llun’.scem- ’
ed sp.read belore and around them, comne
manding them to pause gug declare their
cirand,  Izra was about to talee the reply
upon bimsclf, ad he dono \\i*iuicli there hni‘
probubly been an end (o all further .(.I()Vll‘l*-
o‘pments, 43 far as he was concerued, bul g
herge pressure ol Lis futher's bnng had ye-
su'-:uued him in time. The tones oi the
voice they had just beard, subdued ﬂ‘iJ.L.l sofk
at frst, rose upon the murky blnekoesstike

reflection. The rambling ‘and’ ‘secmingly
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@ftis well | The candidate has answered
the prelimisary requirements of our Myslic
Cirele, and ay enler ab ence upon his pro-
bation.” . ‘ |-

Three start strokeg lrom a gavel opers
ated ag a signal for a hymn of rejoicing,

¢ which busst lorth simultapeously from ab;
feast o lundred voices ; and at this insiant
- brillivud light icrradiated the gloom, dis-
closing wn inunense dome-like cavern, glit-
tering willl inmumerable stalactites, with
arches ond corridors streteling away in the
dim visia beyond. At first the neophyte
. could distinguish nothing, so startling was
the effect of the sudden transition from
nightto Jay. When lie had vecovered the
wse of Lis cyes he found himselt in the
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copartners in iniguily le dellly bidden, the
while o lynx.eyed search was carried on by
the myrmidons of justice above thelr very
heads. Noto merely to ftemporal adlairs,
Lhowever, were the objects ol {hese enthu-
stasts confined.  Out of this nucleus—out ot
these seeds thus sown in darkness and '
obscm'ity—?ﬁ'us oue day to rise a mighty
kingdom, 1he glory of whose splendor, with
the aid of ils spiriruzl minlstrants, was to
pevetrate to the remotést gqorners of the .
cavih. Based upon the prindiples ot justice,
love, ahd {rath, ic showld ondzday upheav®
the present labrie of socicty, whose: corner-
stone wag corrnption, and diffuse, in place of
thie accumnlated fulséhood and error of cen-
turics, a umiversal - knowledeo of ihese

oflec the inereasing di
disjointed observatious of Lis failer Lad | Fum wlo wh'tsdmpasoln lﬁf alive o e
f : obs 5 i , ’ as remarkably alive :
Ilnlh]cll._lo exercised Bat little elfect upon him; | netic impressions, felt th T oy v
or, lilke most persons who are condro
uted tor ¢
tho first tine with a subject so strongly (:l l:::zl:\ ;9 o bOt'h Ulﬁlf)lded eston poctod. Hho
i Sl . i 5 | HRIWEr was given by Tlneston in o fow se
:r;z t.}au}:e \;lt!l all vur preconceived notions | lences incomprelicnaible to-Iinem \\]w b;lu-'
) Y el \ sistine botwe i i Voo
o lic HIL alliluu‘s subsnslmg between mind | saine voice bade them \V(*Ic‘()'me iu1 L{ie
and, 18, ;1, tis immediale impuaise had been | name of God apd his proplwté ud of 4 \
u & 1, R0 Y ) a ] i . : )
0.\1cw .l 1 entire docirine as an absurdity, [ Word that may be thought, ,uu!, (}t* o
orioim; - 1l fnntisi ’ i Y : rasidon
iginating in th.e heated lntasies ol a mind | Yet, once again,” i con? : " i o
derunped by  incesgant breoding " over vein Mo e,

41 . purposes have in them aughi of ¢ i
domestic troubies, ns lueston's fong had | dr e e oo

ai the owuer was a

i . . .
| raw from Lieuce while v ¢ f) i
. beor, Now over , - S WANE you are fico 1
‘ taline | OWy ,PU“,OH'I' that Lo stood hesi- 50, To those who come 111 ami HILE "
L] { rpaga 1 N - ) ‘ > :
5 r‘ixe;nawulu])t} El.lll(,"tnll{'ﬁh()lll of those wyste- | of pmity shall be freely mnm:;:);1 bucmzLl
=) T b I3 8 v ) y
! s whic ‘Ju&. father had so ouen al- | those who come a3 trailors l.iL“I,Hl‘\ ¢ "
v *} a ks B N h ' e
j e [;:u Lmoum} iiul ougly al,l,lc(l to dread merey o the'puanishmaont 1';1 slore.’” vere a
.- < possession of his trame. He folt sl ‘ :
I i . ht A silence almost paintig] iy ife
posst : R st painfi y ik
] a new field of action was opening before | sacceedod ¥ s losity
" ¥

when another viice, issuing
¥y trom a difleient guarter, pros
eceded o rebearse a sort ol rituad, binding
the respondent to the (fillment of certah?

lgim,'nn(L s he was thus fur in Ignorance of | apparent!
Hucston’s motives, he hall struni irom |
iucur’rhlg o yf&ponsilility  which mighit
. cmbatter the remainder of his owiy lilelimey!
-I.n Lhis he was aciuvaled by a natural priy

ciple common to all preperly balunced
miml?, whiclk prompts them 1o lovk wirh
aversion upon deeds that sequire tie d
ness of midwight for a cover.

Curiosity, however, was eradanlly gettine
the belter of all olher emotions ; ch:-
knew that lie was on the poiul of being iu-
tl'pdllch.l o the seeret deliberations of that
niyslerious assembly, his fatl:er’s connection

fm.d his Crewlor; to resist oppression and
injustice in whatsoever shape they might
L appear, withoul regard to laws or govc:n—
ark: ?r cnl:*s; and, in particalar, (o avenue such
Infarics a8 mighi have been iaflivteq upun
ieds or kindred, or eyen unon the Stale
and ending with a solemuy infunction IJ
seereey inwl matlers relatine l(; the Name-  +
less Brotherhood, o Lhes—e oblizutions
there  being nothing very 01)1'::;Lion—‘

presence of a nuntercus assewblage, all off pgiy g 1y which slone can grovel.ng human
wliom, however, were clodled and masked. Cpature esrn 16 passport to imvortalily,
In this cireunistance there was nothing ab} poio oo ot aveid dcknmv[c(lghn;; the
ail sinzular, (he youln having before beard |y 130510 of the coneeption, although to hins
of such ceremonics m connoolion wWith trd- |y ooy ned railier meore visiondry thau prae.
ternitics of o less questionable stamp MR |00 oqsesinliy ns.some of the members
this ; ond, in fact, atter some adgidonsl | 11:&1 Lousted o.f' havine received their in
forms wer¢ gone through with—sucll u8 | o yoii0ng fyom the Deity or his angels in:
quafling a gublet of wine to the pro:cpurity of proper person. Fhese Limnghts, however,
the cause, signivg Lis name o the vegula-l qo0 ™y ot aeonr in time to dissipate the illu-
tions, und sequiring tho signals by which 1y yyaer which his senses began to Tabor,
Le might know s brotaer, whenever and y oy g e ot until o subsequent occasion
whoresoever he might encounter Bim, with-1 4y ¢ yo yoeame tully aware of the extent to
out atlraeli- g the suspicion of OIBEISy| heop 4n e trcmzﬁ* and excitement of the
thougl a crowd should surround, and 1¢ hour, he bad involved himselt. 8\
ceiving su explanation of the graven peb-t 1t hecoming less painful to bis

bleg— (hese masks were removetd, the robes
ouly being retained by some of ihe oflicers,
and the iretherhood, smong whom were
Murtin Hangerford and muny whom out

- I, 5 ncoplyte recognized gs old intimates of liis
duties loward Lis feilgw man, his country, Q:g s 550

fafber's and men of good standing jo thr
nortlovest country, immcdiale]y gurrounded
Lina wills thcir congratulations

Thug, ther, wassolved in part the mighty
mystery which, impregnaling his tminutesl
'nc'lion;:, huel always rvendered Hueston so
gregt s hagbear even o his sou. Here in
{hu seerel reeesses of $he mounta'n, hitherto
uarxplored exeept by those unknown races

eyes, Ezra betook himsell toan examination
of this wonderful envern, ot which bie only
knew tlroush {le uncertain 11":1{liliq3;s of
sirolling Indisns. and in which he had never
repogedt the siightest confidence. 1t ¥was
oue of ¢ great combination. .

« A forest of great;walls and antres vast,”
this chamber in wifich he now fonnd hiw-

sivetehing mway from the vision ou cither
tnd.  The Jighting of 1he place Lad been
elfec'ed by means of torchies placed iuw the
ciafts of the rock and suddenly illueinated ;
causing 1henovm’hgnging dome, with its

Mo 4 o ried in the! - i i
whase loolprinig are so deeply buried in th myriad of slalactites and stalagnites, to

golf, with passages leading to other cuverng

with which bad long beer knswn to him
und o & participation in whoso rites umi
(?c:'cxllulxius be had olten been taught to Ioolk
P . forward s an inducement to excrlion
cout of the hishest prineciples to whish Dy
human nature might aspire, o

They Lud advanced in this wuy for some

ab
wlj

clu

le in [hem,i Ezra responded in the aiflirme-
ve,amld in tones ws Impressive and as {ree

. 1:'011’1‘ trembling as those of s questioner.
and LSome  other ceremoniog followed, which

re sinsilarly disposed of, when the yoice

which bhad first broken the stlence cx-

imed :

ainds ot times M e it for some 1! . c s :
suwds at timesTthat, ‘;'Q‘.e it mot o :;;“! oligten  Bke a vast  vault inlaid  with |
—_ i BCCUNADCY § - . . g
peling trnees of thewr peoupancy, diamands and precious stones. supporied by

telm

T we & Cnot even know o i
remdniag, we shonld not e piliars, and abutments, colgnes, buldresses,

their

- NN wton. and s : ' i
Laving  existed,  Tluest and fretworl, sceminely of erystal, cased in

ehogen famitiars had ol'en et jn couelave. sitver,© A liwle beyoud the cenlre of this

and Lere thd Martin Huogerford angd his
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.11, tbe drippings of ages had formed what
seemed, at o little distance. a rough-hewn
under the shelter of a4 rounded
cancpy, and ar the feet of this stalue was
Pplaced a rude stone seal of Indian work-
manship, which served as athirone for the

statue,

presiding officer.

The gavel sounded the signal for order

and Ezra, imitaling the general example,
joined the eircle that was now formed about
the thrope. To his surprise, and agreeably
to his satis%action, bis tather, advancing lo
the statue, with a slight bow of recoruiion
to the ball and its officers, took e seat of
the Giand Saclem; when the Iadian.
Ouiscassett, comirg nolsclessly and sud-
denly frcm behind the figure. cast over
Hueston's shoulders o erimson role, and
then remained standing, as devoid of animn-
tion as the statue itself, by the side of the
clief.”
* Brotbers,"” spoke the Grand Bachem, in
tones which, theagh low aad gently modu.
lated, reached every ear tor which they
were intended—* before taking up the busi-
ness before us, there yet remain t¢ me some
minutes whichk may be profitably employed
in the giviog of advice such as may occur
to us fur the behnof of our young convert
here,who has yet to learu the sublimest and
mnst unfathomable mysteries of our sacred
order, before he cen become an active par-
ticipant in its privileges or its benefits. ‘He
is already aware of- the solemniiy of the
obligations which he has taken npor bim-
self, and, In some degree, of the feartul
penalties that await all who violate their
compacl. He should further be made cog-
mizant of the extent of our influence, and
the power we exercise of fulilling the
duties assumed by each member of this
myslic circle—Jutics, trom the discharge of
which, when once assumed in faith, death
alone can ab@olve him. For bis trgsti-
woriliiness I myselt will vouch. Should
he, at any time, be placed in a position in
which those duties performed in his own
tavor by others may disembarrass him, let
him remember only to raise his veoice in a
peculiar key, proucuncing aloud these
words—{here the speaker pronounced in the
Indion dialect, some words which he term-
ed the mineT kKey of the order)—when,

assistance shall be rendered Lim.”

lowed by a silence broken only by whispers,
wlen the deep sonorous aceents of Hueston
once ore filled the cavern, but this time in
prayer.

Notwithstanding the appareut impiety of
seme of their proceedings—which were car-

tampering with the sacred prerogatives--
such as summoning the presencs: of super-
natural beings to aid in thelr deliberations,
extracting answers Irom the dead, and other
miracles equally wonderiul, and all of
which Ezra was to witness, it was impos-
sible to look upon the countenances of [hose
mem, lighted by a positive glory of relizious
enthusiasm, and nat to give the majority of
them credit for sincerity. The almost un-
notural excitement, the frenzy, angoish and

pressive that Lhe spectator felt mvoluntarily
impelled into a like exhibition of zeal.
Some, who prolessed to have been areab
siumers, smote their breasts and eried
aloud, as if in agony ; othiers eronelied upon
the carth and wept as unrestrainedly ag if
they had been alone; not one of the entire
assembly remaining unmoved except the
Bachem, who stood erect 1n his place, with
Lis tace upturned, and bls eyes tightly shat,
bis hands crossed upou his breast, ponring
forth a flood of prayertul supplicmions:
every sentence of which fell from his lipg
in words of burning import, moving bis
hearers in proportion to their intensity.
For Hueston possessed the mos: thorourh
and magical command of that * wouderfal
organ,” the humap voice, and kuew what
key was best adapted to move the hearts
and control the minds of his heareps. IFor
lis son he also besought, aud that e mioks
so grow and thrive apaee as in the fature to
wipe out the deep stain that Lad settled

upon s tamity—at winehr Ezea became as

strangely agitated as the rest, although bat
dimly construing his father's meaning even

yeh

Whoen the Grand Sachem lind concluded,

there was a general cry thronshout the bali,

“Themysteries ! Tel the mysterios begin i

ried so far as to wear the appearance of -

despair of these wild worshipers of an eu-
tirely novel faith bad in it something so jm- -

though he were a thousand leagues away'

The speech of the Grand Sachem was fol- .
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At once there came swelling upon the air
a strain of low, sweet music, rising graduzl-
17, as though it came from afar, yet never

3

harsh or discordani, to which the sachem
Jept time with a soré of muttered recitative,
baving ail the effzet of an incaniation—sueh
of the circle joining in the cidence a3 were
go minded. This weird sight exereised a
thrilling effeet upoir the young neophyta,
whe found all inward power over bis seosa-
tions fast loaving him. Kvery nerve was in
a stare of violent agitation, although {o out-
ward appearance he was as unmoved 28 a
block of marble—a phenomenon peculiar {6
certain temperamants. The venerable as-
gact of many of the enthuslasts, in their
lowe beards and rolfes of sable hue, con-
tributed to keep up the illusion. Presently,
a march sas commenced around the hall,
headed by Hueston, the incantation con-
tinuing, 2nd spon Ezra found that they were
leaving the grand apartment through one
o: the vaulted passazes he had ncticed—the
Indian, George, bearing a torel in the van
of the colump. The procession continded
antil they had reached a chamber still lower
in the rock, wlhere, the worshipers paired
off, defiling around a circular depression i
the ground, upon gazivg down into which
Fzra was horrified to perceive a rorpee, yel
clad in the babiliments which the deceased
had worn durioe lite, znd to all appearance
ag sound and perfcct in every member and
lineament ag at the moment of decease.
The costume was that of the last century.

however, and the features were those of a
iong-departed younger brother, who had
been a leader of some noted sect precaliar
to his time, in defense of which Ezra had
say the young

often heard his father
preacher had lost Dis lite. Here -here

then, was the seoret of lris father’s long and

mysterious absences from home.
“ Yes—look well

upon  him, Ezra,”
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of thinking and instructing according to his
b-lief, Providence, more mercitul and mora
discriminating than presumpluods man--
has shown ifs sense of bis worthiness by ]
preserving him in all the beauty and tresh-
ness of his youth, an imperishable monitor
and guide in the principles of cur gacred
order. Your kinsmen, lying here. wag the
founder of this circle, the first interpreto
of those mysteries concerning which we
ourzelves bpow but little, and rathier than
discover which he fell, o victim to the head
long fury of a supersiitious rabble. One of
their nwmber having disappeated, aud beins
known as o follewer ol the precepts taughi
by our Grand DMaster, the instinets of his
cnewmies selected my brether for an e:-
piatory sacrifice. Expiatory! Alas! the
crime bas recoiled with tenfoid violeme:
upon the heads ot its perpetrators, for, fron,
big aghes, Ezra, bas sprong a bydra-headed
mopster, with a never increasing power tha:
shall one day make the earth tremble to it
centre. Modern Chrishianity refuses him
though unconvicted of sin, a Christiad
grave. Idis followers laid Lim here, where
Nature has taken upon herself the task o.
embalming the body of a son she wel
javed. The fraiis of aman’s injustice to hiv
fellows are belore you., The atcnement is
vel to come.”

Lzra made no reply, but gazed with iv-
terest upon the corpse, whose counlenance
wae that of a very young and handsome
man, of whom the living Ezra scemed the
counterpart. Then amd there arose in the
breast ot the wondering youth a vehement
desire to be, likke him, a leader in the wild
theories of which Lhis father had been the
expounder, even at the risk ot parliuipat‘.iug
in bis martyrdom. Frow the moment that
thiz ambition, or rather this Irenzy, took
possessiod of kim be was a ‘ditferent being.

Fis reverie endured tor gome minutes, the
bystanders respecting, as they participated
in his teelings. It was breken by tlie voice
of him who was called the Keeper of the
Secrets—an office answering to that of
Seribe.  His duty it was to narrate the inci-

3

solemnly exclaimed Hueston;. *'it s all | dents of the interval whickh had elapsed

that remaing of my poor, mariyred brother
Cyril.

Although the world, in its biind in-
tolerance, deprived him, by a murder as

since the lagt convocation, snd EzZra was as-
tonished and absoluteiy alarmed Lo find how
many fires, deaths, and lesser calumities had

[

foul as it was unprovoked, of the privilege

been accomplished or hastened throngh the
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P

24 CEDAR CLITF.

keeper of the seals are justified by anyibing
of recent or former occurrence in e con-
duct of the man aecused 2

** Ezra. fixing liis earnest gaze by ap im-
pluse he could not control, on the feaiures
ot the corpse, put the guestion as directed

by bis fathier,y To his surprise, the blood.

less lips wer¢ parted, and then issued from
the mouth ol the dead a ful! confirma tioe o
the charge.

Hungeriord, thus convicted, challenged
proof, but this time in a voice hroken and
flattering, and with a downcast look. He
feltthat if he glanced toward (he crypt he
should laint outright.

How was e stazgered as well as Tara
Hueston, when from out the darkness ad-
vanced a portly figure, eloaked and masked ,
which, the disgnise b-ing removed, proved
to belony o a judicial associate of Cameron
—in shoit, the fat justice who bgd exhibited
so much indignation in  thefcourt-hounse
wvhen told by Martin Hungerford that he
was not worth the trouble ol tarring and
featheiing ! It wus 1o him that the first vie
lation of trust hiud been made, and De now
stood there, most unexpectedly, an incon-
trovertible witness of Hungerford’s guilt.

8o, asked Mueston, wilhy a long brealh,
and a sispificant nod at the Dbrethren.
* Ask, furtieel, iu what torm the next dan-
rer threaiens.”

“Tem directed to say,” replicd Ezra, with
& subdued voice, more agitated than that of
the accused, thouglh not from fear, that
Hungerford has been tampering also with
the signs and secrets ol the Brotherhood in
other guarters, and that he has found his
mogt willing Inslruments in a family named
Camvron ; but that,” added Ezra, innume-
diately, “ i impassible. Ikuoow them well,
and would arswer with my own lips for
their honor.  Besides, what motive—"

* Have a cre, siv I aaid Hueston, with
g1l the olden fire Aashing from his senlen
eyes, *fDocs an inexperienced and beard-
lIess boy think to substtlate his puny opi
nion for the voice ot the infiuite! A lesgon
50 badly conned must be oft repeated aze
got by heart. Mariin Huogerford, you have
heard what has passed. Enough has been
elicited tor tLe present to satisfy all of the
guilt of owr late associnte, Martin Huneer-
ford—our late nssociate - for hie is suelt no

flonger. Yet, for the sake of satisfying such -

as stiil manifest a tendency to discredit the
mstrumentality through which we receive
our information. I may add that our faith-

versations in which e guilt of the accused
Is established beyond question.
szke, also, Iam willing, with the consent
of the Circle, to proceed stili further, though
in this dreadfal trind thatis to come my own
Learistrings should be rent asundep. Ask,
Eyfra. againat whom the evil influences of
phl's family[bf..whom yeur speak have been
chielly exerted. In order to be satisfactorily
answered it will e Becessary for you to
Join your hands in mine, and to repeat after
me certain words, aod for-yvour nwr salke

and mine, say nothing, .sce nothing by

what is betore you wntil all is over,

. . .

The same sweet muste, znd the same low
chant again.  Auodor of pecaliar frazrance
dillused itself over the place, a Dluish
cloud or exbalation hovered sbove the
crypt, and in the centre of this glory iloat-
ed, or scemed to float, a figure rich in ajl
charmg and graces of early womanliood.
An expression of salness rested upon the
beautifal features of the phantom, and her
finger was pointed upward, as, wiih a
mournful look, ber gaze rested upon ISzra.
It was the counterparl of Lis mother.

The proselyte could contain himsclf no
longer, Lut, breaking trom Lis father’s
grasp, wilh asbarp cry, he rushed franti-
cally toward the itlusion, whica receded as
he approached it, and finally vanished aitoe
gether. At the sawe justans a sudden
sbock from amn invisible source smote the
neopliyie to-the earll., and sense and feeling
deserted Lirm, ’
When Ezra regained Lis consciousness he
found bimzelf reelining, in broad daviight
by the margin of the Sacheni’s pool, “while
Hueston, wilh an anxious countenance, was
sprinkling his countenmics with water.

* Heaven be prawed, it was then but a
dream,” mutiered the lad, Yookiug round
hum rather witdly. ¢ God snd 1 have no
more such visions I

* It was no dream, boy,” refoined the ena
thusiast, excidedly, “but only a foresha-
dowingz of whet you are hercaftor destined

‘0 undergo. The inevituhle * .ny of our

ful Ouixasset has been a listener to con~ -

For his .
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race may not ba averfed.  Dut of this herz

CLIFT.. i)

Thbe rude and almost nnenliivaled district

after. 13at Lot me caalion you; avoill al-]in which cur scenes are lncatea had been
entangling alliances with he Camerens | pecnliarly favored from the {irst wi.th 11_16
They are our bitterest foes. Aud now let | aitentions of a numercws bedy of evil-
ns back to my eabin. The sun is up, and |doers, and lad ro l'1'uqucmiy71‘3raurl n-md:f 1o
God’s cheerful presenca is everywhere, |sulldr from their wantof discriminalion
chiding us lor our want of action. Cowme.” [ beiween the laws of meumn and tunm that

CLHAPTER IX.
TOE FAMILY FEUD.

Tzra had not yet firgotten the solema
injunctions o hiis father, but still bis heaxt,
with (he tond impressbility of youth, elung
to its idol. 1t must be remembered thas our
hero wasas vet a mere stripling, and that
he was endowed with an upusval sbiare qf,
patural (alents, which the world wus
alrealdy teupling lum to exchange for i
honors. Il: determivned upon a final inter
view, aud in order to do this, some finessing
WS DECUEsry.

The uexé cvening appeared 't the ardent
youth's imnatient fancy to recede ingtead
of approaching, but it eams nevertheless,
e dispaiched o lasty meal at Gilberl’s
cabin, and retired early to bis room. unde

te plea of fliigne.  atter a while. satisfied
that his fuber find sought his own dee-
gkin, and was at revt, be sifently slipped

away, and, m a very few moments, had
gained the lake.

The skiff was still lyving undisturbed iu
the little cave where, under cover af the
brash, Hueslon was in the habit of leaving
it. Inspired by his purpose, Ezra launched
teartessiy and in silerce upon the mooal!
expanse. Many a night before had be
taken the sell-same course since he had first
gone o wooing, and had paused to rest on

Lis oars wbile he gazed upon the star-

gemuued Ormament or.ypon the glowing

waters of the lake, shining like a deld of
frosted s.lver set with jowels bencath the
rays of tao lady wmoon.

* place in his soul.  Buas now hi
troubled, and his brow was

en his mind was
filled with a calm and holy quiet, and the
very spirit of happiness bad its abiding

heart was | |le disposition and accomplishiments syifad
louded, and | ‘o a much wmore civilized stnte of society

they were ready in their deaperation to
hang. from the noearest free every chance
stragzeler whose pursuits were n the least

enveloped in mystery:  Ove of the most
active, apparently, 1 the ferreting out of
theze worthiss was a man who, though him-
gelf net entirely above reprcach, when

judzed by the standard which regulaies the

comlues of men in mora sciticd countries,

had still, freth the sheer force of wealth,

and a sterpn, uncompromising character,

rigsen to the most importawt position in the

little commanity of wiich be was a moem-

ber., Taere were sundry allusions to sinis. |
tcr deeds ot his in davs gone by, and report

atiributed to him the ruin ob af loast one

tamily whase worldily Wealth be had, as

thewr legal adviser, coutrived to manweuvre

into iz own hands, and whode rain Le had

siiil fuether accompl’shed by the batrayal

of a lady wiwse domestic virtuss before her
agquaintance with Adthur amervn had
been the theme of comment among ber
{riends.

After pecomplishing all the mischiet
fiiat lay i‘&lis power the rezpectabie villain
alisconded to parts unkwmown; the lady
whom Le bad betrayed, discarded by the

to have perished by ler. own hand, and
Qilbert Mueston. deprived at once of fmnily
and fortune, became a haltcrazed wans
derer, whcse speetral figure and sepualehral’
tones of warning became graduzl ¥ fa-
miliar to the inhabitants of the district. An
only son remaincd to Hueston, who lad, by
some strange fatality, formd a* lodgment
under tne protecting wing ot the magistrate
azaingt whom his erratic parent maintained
sueh g violent hatred, was ail that bow re-
mained to Gilbert Hueston. The first ugr-
jortaoate step -of young Tzra had been to
1ull desperately in love wilth this very

Janteron's daughter—a young lady of gcen-

his eyes reflected not back the same goff | than that in which, they were compelled by

spirit that d welt in those placid beams.

the force of circumstance to move. Of her

most indulgent of bhuosbands, was reported
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instrumentality of the order, that e and

league was now apparent—even magistrates

others had atiribuled to chance, but which | themselves being oltew conneeied with the
mow appedred to be the doyect resulls ot that | faaternity, and being compeiled to obey its
system wbiclt he himsell had just sworn to | mandales while they seemed to be vigorutse

adupt and to detend !

To couuterbalanee this was u lengthy rec-

ord of clinities unid benelactions, conlerred
upon the sulerine and oppressed, which ac.

ly carrying oul the laws.

The young neapleyte wag by-turns amus-
ed and astonished at the revclations wmade
by various members, on being called upon

counled lor the mauner in wlich many of | to declare what grievances, i any, they had

the poor and helpless in that re, ion were
cuubleld to sustain themselves —the rich in-
habitunts. as usual, getting wll the credit.
As asort of commitlee ol vigita.ce, discugs-
ing and onleriaking to punish all the
wrong doings of the day without regard to
outside influgnce ; o corcector of judieinl
mailfeasance, aod an avenger in general of
the wrongs und injuries sustained by the
members themselves, the formidable resulls
of winch, tor wood or evil, this organization
mizht be productive could searcely be over-
rated.

Tuae privileges und protection of the order
were open to all, in fact, who had a wrong
to redress nraninjury to revenge, and the
severe principles of retaliation upon which
it was partly based were carried vut to the
letter by all who had taken its obliraiions,
no mutler at what hazard or personsal risk.
When the spirit of evil, or the devil, as they
move bluntly phrased it, wus supposed lo
Lave taken possession of uny person within
the knowledge of a member, 1he accased
‘was tried in secret conclave with the méost
miposing forms aud ceremonies, and his
punishment a-{jud.ed aceording to the de-
gree ot harm which the possessed Lad
proved himself capable of inflicting. To
2id in the sustension of his influcnce over
hig brotber fanaties, it is not 1o be denied
that Hueston hind had recourse to trickery,
but this was rareiy resorted to by him; and
chiefly on oceasions like the present.  The
duty of executing the sevelal commands of
the order was awarded by ballot, the names
of all the members being placed in a box
upon a slip ot paper provided for the par-
Pose. Al this was explained to Ezra Hues-
ton in due course.

The reason why the speculators in lands
and traffickers in pubiic interests eould
make 1o advance in any ot the tosvnships
cbverad by the operations of the seeret

sulfered since the last gathering, of whate
ever of an untoward nature had transpired
within their ktowledge.  Soime Lad buen
pesseeuted beyond their dessrving by pre-
Judiced administrators of thoe law ; others
had been imposed up on or overreached by
ndividuals shirewder than  themselves, and
requesred that justice mightébe meted ou
againgt their enemies 5 siill oflers had eom-
phiints of oppression and extortion against
their naturai encinies, the hereditary pos-
sessors of the soil; not a few were under
the icfluence of a species of demonology
wlhich was wanmfested in a sudden mortality
among their cattle, or the failure o! their
crops, nnd desired that persons whom they
suspected of belng accessory: might be pun-
ished thereior. Neariy all had evils of
some BSort to obtain satistaction lor, and
some were inclined to attribute oven their

personal ailments to the effects of wiche
cralt. '

The trial of the accused was proczeded
within the most solemn and imposing man-
' ner. A prayer was first pronvanced, in-
voking the Divine assistance in their delib-
erations. Then followed 5 ort of cirant or
invocation arcund the body, during wirich
sowe papers werg handed to the presiding
officer. Next came the decisions, and Lzra,
in defimice of Lis Delter Judgment, was
alurmed on observing that all the charges
previously enumerated were again specified
to the corpse lying in the crypt, as to a liy-
ing arbiter.  The question of gailt or izno-
cence was decided 1n a low, disticct voice
turough the lips of the deceased, whoso
right arm was raised and rematned unlifted
during the ceremony.  The duties for 1ha
ensulag monih were then allotted in the
customary fotm, and Ezra, with his pulse
beating at an alarming rate, and kg brain
whirling in & wanner that rendered reflec-
tion out of guestion, telt like one under the

influence of & troubled dream.

s o— i
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In the midst of the deep silence that fols

i 3 : t that awaits the traitor.
reil, Hueston gquietly asked for amo | men ! Does
ents aite q'i‘here had been traitor- | deny the offense imputed to him ¥

ment's attention.
of late, he regretted to gay. In tkfe order,
thyorgh whowm its afuirs were enflangered

CLiFF. ’ 2

« Martie Hungerford knows the punishe.
' Does ne sull

Martin maintained a dogged silence.
% Proceed then 17 said Hueston, mdvanue-

and ils permaucncy seriously threaiened. | ing (o the crypt.

The keeper of the seerets and himself lad

A dead silence—the silence of the grave—

passed hours in consuliation, but, although | prevailed as the spiritualist took lils place

they lad had assistance from the SD"ll'it
world, with a view to discovering the guilty
parties, liad us yet been able to fasten sus-
picion upon one member ouly. The eyes
of the spealer wandered round the group
of curious fuces-until they rested upon oué
that scemett much paler than tke rest.
¢ Come forward, Martin Hingerford,’
exclurimed the sachem ; and ap his biddi.ugs
the young fellow of muscular prnporllonsA
whom we have met at an carlier stage of
our storv, stepped out from the circle =nd,
gazing upon lis accuser witL s Took of ef-
frontery, demunded io be told apon wha
grounds the charge was based. At first he
endeayored to refurn the piercing regard of
Hueston, as the latler procecded to read t.hp_l
qeeusation, which caarged the said Hunger-
ford with being 1m colinsion with the eme-
mics of the order, and with having, fe‘r a
bribe, betrayed a number of his associales
futo tue hands of the authorities, but tong
betore it was concluded, his defiant glances
hiad quailed betore those of his leadur.
“ These are grave charges,’” sald the
sachem, appealing to his biethern ; * a3 4
friecd of the accused from iis boyhood,
gladly would I have overlooked auy matter

by the side of the crypt.
 In the name of our sacred order, and in
10 epirit of untimely trifling,” hegan Hues-
ton, solemniy addressing the cadaver, “we
would renaw that correspondence which in
times gone by the spheres have deigned to
held with us, unworthy sons of earth. Will -
you answer us, circutnstantially and fl..l]_.y,
that we may know how far we yet retain
your confidence and thas of your fellow
spirits 7 . o
Slowly lbe right arm of the corpse wad
yified lrom the erypt, and for some mo
wents held alot.
The. cold gweat drops stood oufl upon the,
face of Flongerford, bob there was no oyt~
ward fremor. In fact, he scemed loss
auilly than Bzra, who was more agitated,
|” % The brethren will select their medi
um,” continued Huaeston. * Upoar him
who ts the most unsellish and the wo.! spot-
less let the mantle tall.” )
To Lis own astonishment and alarm {for,
{houz ki still unconvinced of-the reality of
what be saw and heard, Bzra a3 Las been
said, was rapidly acquiricg an interest in
(hestrange drama inavlich he so unexpeet-
¢(lly found himself a participant), the clicice

less weighly than 1his, but the interests of
the society and the safely of its supporters
call for an examplo that shall avert from us

rell upon him. ] .
He accordingly came torward, as directed
and, though with maay an_ isward trem-r,

the recarrence of such dangers in the fu-| which shame slone enebled Lini to hide

ture.”

placed himse)f at the head ol the ¢orpse—

“ This 13 a conspireey to effect my ruin,”  about whnse livid throat Lo now obs=ived,

retorted Hungerierd, furiously.
lenze proof.
you please, but take care that you stick to
the truth. . My temper is no secret to the
vrootberhood, and whew once aroused, Iom
apt to be dangerous.”

"o Fear nothing. You shall have the
gtrictest justice. It found imnocent, you
have sacrificed nothing in the esteem of your
friends, but if guilty—"

“ VWall, and if guilty ?” rcjoined Martin,

Submit me to whatever tests

1 chal-| ior the fitst time, a deep biue welt.

« This is unjust ; It is erael P exelnired
Martin, hoarsely, and much disturbed.

« 1t is pot so,”” rejoined Hueston, guictly ;
“ the medinm chosgn’is one who is a toial
novice in such matters—who can have no
possible eause for enmity or double dealing,
and I, as his sponsor, will answer for the
ceneral truthfulness of his disposition. You
imve Leard, Ezra, what bas been allemed
ageinst this person. Ask, in ihe mame of

with 2 lovk of bravado.

the Mystic Circle, if the suspicions of our




fatlrer's former history both herself and her
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plished, younr Hueston was astonished o

mother were ignorant, and as the name of | find that be.had beer dogoed by no ess a
the youlh wag a common ons, and he, in his | person than Guorge, the degencrale de

turn, knew litile of his family’s affars,
Camerou uever dreained lor a moment that
in enconrnging the visits of Wara Huesion
1e was fostering sn intimacy with the son
of une wlio was his sworn enemy for life.
Liet us fotlow LKzra.
Rapidiy thie space diminished betweon
himsell’ and the intervening shore. Iis
course, however, was not direeted to the
- game spot wilther he bad accompanied khig
fatlrer a few days previously, but rather to
the right of it, wheroe there was an Inaian
traily leuding for some two miles throngh
the woods, to the spot where the Camerons
had taken up their residence. On former
occasions there ind not been a scund of the
forest that hiad escaped his attention, and he
had traversed his way through it so ofleu

© that hie could have followed-the sume route
blindloided. At present, in bis inténse pre--
occupution, everyihing except the subject
that ruled Lis thoughts passed unbeeded,
until hiy distance hed been more than haif
acoomplished, when the ornekling of a
wiihered branch behind the leaty ambus-

" cade by his side worned bim that his move-
menls were not unobserved. Indignaut at
the thought of having Lis sctions subjected
to the serutiny of a spy, Ezva turned about
abraptly and entered at once the leafy cov.
ert, exclaiming, -9 hie played with the han-
dle of his htinting-kuite, * 1t shail be lucky
for you, my Iriend, if your heels prove as |
nimble as your hearing i3 keen, for by this
fair night you shall meet your reward in
wdvanee, if I lay hands on youl’’

His mwuttered threats were suddenly
checked by his stumbling over an obstacle,
which, when e grappled with it, rettuned
his blows with interest. Qur young foresier,
hoswever, was not to be so easily shuakew off

* Bite and scratch as you please, old fel-
ow, since that is your mode of fighting,”
shouted Tzra; I must sce who and w hat
you are before I go further, dud if I find you,
to be the contemplible ihing I tale you for,
doubt not but you shall rue it1”

TLe olstacle wade no reply except a gut-
tural scrics of oaths in the Winnchango
tongue, und fiercely vesisted all elforis to
drag bim o the light. "That feat accom-

scendant of & line of forgoticn sachems
whose history was lost in the dust that hag
buried their totems.

“ 8o, sir!” exclaimed Ezra, contempt-
tously, as be let bim go, *a neble employ-
ment this for a blustering fellow  who
boasts of his descent (rom o YWinnebago
chiet! Does it look like a warrior jor a
strappine alblete of six feet to go crawling
throughi the woods on all fuurs like a pig #?

“Tore God, mass Bara!”  replied
George, in the deepiest humiliation at being
detecled ; “1 tole ole chief, young massr's
fader, no like dig bus'ness—ule chief np
biear reason, jns’ kke young one-no can
trust only George. (eorge obey, as always
do—follow young mass'r—zet licked—feel
very small—serve umright dia time—uaglh 17

“Well, George,” said Bzra, placing his
hand upon the Indian’s shoulder,"* you are,
ag the world goer, & good, fathi{ul fellow,

you undertook io play the spy, 1 forgive
you. Now, mark me, George! As [ amof
the same flosh and blood 88 my father, why
should you not, on occasion, do the same
serv'ee for me?”

“{gh! no ean say,” replicd the Indiax,
uffecting a dalloess of compreheusion thag
Bzea well knew did uob beloug to hio.
# Quiseassnt always do bis duly—ir not, no
henting=grounds ior Guiscasset when Great
Bpirat send for bhim. No. never descrt the
young beaver—neyer hetray tho old one,
No canl”

“I do not ask vou to betray my f‘llher,
you calamouns, no®is there uuything to
look go grave about, All I have to ask is
thai, as you will not atlow me (o have my
own wiy,' you will merely bLelp e lo an
interview with my wistresg, and, as it will
in all likeiihood be the last. you wiil not
have it loog upon your conscience. Reileet
—I wiil reward you handsomely.”

“Ilonest Injun above ull price,” said
Greorge, repeming solemuly & proveib that
Huesloa bad tavght bim.

& Well, thew, yor old humbug,
bribe that you cannot refase !

And Ezra held toward him a flask o

here's a

;-

gpirits, whose contents had as yet, to all

and 28 It was by my futher's comwand that

-which he Lad brouglis along wilh Iyitn in

“resd-built lodge wlhich occupied a clearing
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appearance, becn harily disturbed, and

anticipion of the contingeney that bad
acmdlly talen place.

“Um' whisky is good,” mutiered Georye,
tasting ; “ whisky is mot mioucy. 1 will
keep wy word with the old sachew, and I
will scrve the young gachem too. Your
father sabd you must nos go o ber--very
well; shie shall come Lo you."

&l l—you will bring Ler here ¥

«JTave I not promised 7

i 3yi, no—tle hope is beyoud my poor
deserving ; she will never take such a
1isk,” murmured LZhl, in gleat despon-
dency.

“Ror me, no-—but for you, yes,” said
George, with true Tndisn Lrevity, and indi-
caling with his fiuger as he spoke, a small

Lut & short dislunce f{ronr the path, and
within eyesight of the chimueys of Camer-
on’s dweiling, s the place of tryst, he dis-
appeured in the direction of the mongion.

The moments which hiterveucd were as
go many ages Lo the expeciant lover. Anx-
jously he wandered up and down in front ol
the litlie lodge, starting at the slightest ros
“H1e of o leal, and tull of -unplensunt misgiv-
jngs as {0 the snccess ot George's missior,
At last, gotling lued of waiting, he was
about io coter the havel, w ULD foatsteps
were heard appronching, and in a few sece
ondg morve lie beld close enlolded to his
arms, and by Bo means averse, it scemed.
{0 sucly impriscnment, o form so light sod
fairy-likd that It more resumbled one of
those spirit- -cxhatulionswhich so oflen trou-
bled his restless fancy, tlmu ought of cor-
poreal mould.

«?T'his was hardly fair lo decoy me so far
by a trick when the road to mwy feet was so
well know to you,” murnured Agoes Cam-
eron, #s she diseagaged hierselt wilh a blusi
from her lover's anms, .

W Alas 1? replicd Lzra, sadly, that roads
1am afraid, I must no longer follow ! My
father lools with guch stern disapproval
.upen our intimacy that bo has forbidden
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Agnes, if you would fake (he step, whay
years of untold mmsery 1t wmight spare us
both.” .
"« yoderstand you, Kzra, aund will be as
candid m returd.” You know my lather,
and what an obstacle his pride might at any
time interpose -in' the wuy of our union.-
Tiven were this consideration removed, and
it has mever appeured to moto Do insur-
mountable, there is my mother.”
- Hag she upt olten told us that our hap-
piness was dearer to her {han h(.l. own
replied Lizva, hopefully.
“ Bhe said 16 with fear and trembling, for’
ghe is, at best, but a weak and sickly
woman, and dares nol avow lat she bes
thouglit or wish of Ler own 1 may not
acddd more, but I iave ssid enougl, aud, us
for mysgelt-—"
“Your love, you would say, is nune, and
has rom the first. Dear Agnes. with other
youths thoge words would be hul the spur to
ail honorahle undertaking, for they would
earry with them the solace of hope. With
me thers can be ne such inceniive, for lie;
with all its u,wzuds, 1 shouid hold ia abhors
rence withont thy faithial heart to sharc 1
my triumpbs. Ah! Miss (.unnu'on—t.hcst.
—these were not your lyue reasons, or vau
wonjd never so coldly advise me io smle all
hope!”

Agnes, who had been looking iufenily

of her lover, scemed at aloss what Lo reply.
Tazra wistook (his indecision and rencewed
Lis persuasions—exhavsting ali the fond ar-
guments comimon to such oceasions,but with-
oui avail. She shook Dber head sadly, but
her eyes, as ihey looked up to meet his,
woere brimming with an affeciion that could
not be misunderstood.

« 1 gouid not leave her,” she answered,
with gentle [i.l'lnncssi “yet you canunol doubl

(every argument you utier. 1 witl even own
{hat there i a difficuity move insurmounta-

ble than all I have mamed. Yet cven thatb

should give heed to my cunest prayer for

nllfutuwmim-comsc and threatens to re- | 's reutoyal, then—"

move e .lll()nbt.h(ﬂ' irom my post. Ouly
one course tlnb my distractad thoughts can

. S You will wed me, Agnes?™
v Phen, Bz, if your heart shéaT retain

gupgest is opm to ug, .and that 1 have no jils old prelu ence, I will be your wile.”

hope that you wxil congent to.  Yet, dearesl

“Thie progpect is sulliciently discourage

¢

upon the ground, while retainiug the handa.

phat my heart is at this momentinchining to

may be conquerdd, and if God in his mercy |

b
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CHAPTER X.

gulf between despair and kappincss—ihe
indefatigable persecutor of my race?

TUE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF ENOWLEDCE. | Whence was derived that unjust hate tiat,

obscaring all those lofty aspirations wih

“What i3 all this 7 asked Cameron, who | wlich I entered life, transformed me into
hat been hunting in the vicinity and wlo | therevengelu! misanthrope I have since bea

now cume up to them. * Alice, Ezra, ex-{come ? Once, Arthur Cameron,

plaiu if you can.”

revenoe

was the sule object of my prayers  Nay, it

“ You'll have to appeal to him,” replied | lins cven been at times within my grasp,
the young lover, moodily pointing to Hues- | when only an aceident ntervened to save

ton.

you, We met as fcemen meet, and T for

“Yes, to me, Arthur Cameron,” ex-|gave you. Well for you pad it been you

claime] ITueston, in the cold but deliberate

bad net come hither, or, at least, that you

tones of dexdly hate; *“to me, whose il e- | had crme with the words of conciliation on
sid. s beeu rendered desolate, whose life | your lips ! Beftor for you that you had

Las Deen turbed to gall and Dbitterness
tnroggh vour incarnate wickedness. Such

been moldering beneath that earth that had
g0 long upborne you, writhing as though it

persecutions, by teaching me the sweetness | would bave rejested the load of guilt it

of tevenge, have made me half foregzo my
Lopes o} heaven,”

“* You bere, and by her side, too I thun-
deredl Cawercon. * Then, doubtless, an-
otlrer member of my family/is indzbted to
you tir some novel ideas in regard to my
private allnirs ¥

* You wrong me, sir,” rejoined Hueston,
evidently making a great effort to restrain
his pas=ton.  ** It 18 reserved for you, her
unmatural parent, to blight her younz and
innecent lite by such disclosures. My ge-
couaut, Avthur Cameron, iies with you alone;
and it mnv gratify you to learn that, had it
not been lor her, the arrears that remain
between us would have been gettled lone
ere this. ¢ The countenance of the Lord m
asainst then that do evile Ile will root
out the remembrance of them from the
eartn

w (O, spare him for my sake, then !' sobe
Led Miss Camceron, (hrowing herself at
Iue-ton’ fvet,

« B ware, beware ! muttered C:ﬁ“meron,
as, with u lowering brow, lLe {hirust her
Lacka ™ As for you, sir, [ owe an acknow!
el went tor the faver vou have renidered,
bt take care how you turther brave my re-
seatment !

“ | know the man I-dea’ with,” retorted
ITueston. ¢ The arts that deluded me once
¢ deesive me vo lonzer. Arther Came-
ron. answer e truly. Why have you been
my cucmy ? Why have vou been fur
twenty years or more-—seemne, when [

bore, than liave returned to place yoursell
within my power !

* Your power #' answered Cameron, sor-
veying Gilbert from head to oot with an
ait of suprenie contempt,  “ Pray when did
your circumstances mend that you should
hold much language to your hetiers 27

# Adter what I have sustained at your
hands, I can afford to overlook a mere in-
sult,” he answered ; « but for every crime
that you have committéd asuinst myself and
othert be assured that [ will exuact o feartul
alonement.””

Camecon pushed his daughter rudely
aside, und the brow of the eutcasi was blaek
as night a3 his old enemy advunced, Ile
stepped impulsively forward ; but Asues
again interposed her trembling firm, and
at sight of her imploring eounteusnce both
deaisted.

* Father, it mast not be ! And you, sir,
who bave been the cause of so much trou-
ble, forbenr, I pray you !

A sudden change seemed to come over
the outlaw.

* Acthur,” sud he, frankly extending Dig
hand, * we Iave dong been enumics—q state
of things which bas, perhaps, bean oo ga
v.uLcd by the solttary nature of my L:leys
siree the ocemrrence of certalu transactions
to which I will not further allude. 1 Lave
come to say to you that the flame of. re.
venge which T have cherished I have lenrn-
ed to overcome. aad am here to offer myv
hand in token of foreiveness,” i

louk back, a lifetime in itself, so vasi the

¢ Poo d )
* Beggar I retorted Caweron, angrily.

CEDAR

“ You forgive! What sudden change iu
eircumstances makes you thus condescend-
ing "

« Father,” gnid Agnes, feebly interposing,

“ for my sake let this man’s fricndship be
¥

met in the same spirit in which it is offered.
This family leud has eaused enough trouble
to both” ' -

# You, too, by heaven!” roarcd Came-
roi.  “This is too much 7

« Lol it be s0,” replied Hueston, endeav-
oring to queil his rising passion. ‘I have
oftered my forgiveness and you have reject-
ed it. Hencelorwaid be the sole sin upon
your side. My revenge will' come iu good
time and without my seeking.” ’

« There are witnesses here,” said Mr.
Camecivn. © A3 a magistrate, T think it
advisable to warn you that a threat against
1ifz is sultlcient cause for arresting the party
that utters 18" ’

“ Your lte, Arthur Cameron? That
were a'Poor revenze that would make you
o martvr and leave me here to chierish an
unnecessary remorse for ibe deed. As for
arrest, I s here entirely im your power.
yet you dare not order it—dare pot, Arthur
Cumeron ! Too well you know that every
hour I passed in bonds would only add o
the dangers taat sureound you.”

w (o, then, 1n heaven's mame, or worse
may come of it replied Cameron, turning
awiny. '

1lueston seemed half inglined to retort,
bt Bzra took him by the arm (he himsell

pad had a terrible strugele fo conceal hix
ows passien ; bui it was done, and he felt

the ULeller for it) and drew Lim gently
aside.
“ Tg prolong this dispute,” he said, “can

do us no woed at present, and may lead to
narm. The task of couciliation may yct be

resumed, Bt oot now.”

« JReconciliation ¥ hissed Iiueston be-
clenched teeth. © Never—

tween i
pever ! Ifis hands have closed the enly

avenue that remained open. Upon bhis

Ticad ‘Thereafter  let  respownsibility  fall
Inow, Arthur Cameren, that the youth

“upon whose aceents your danghter hangs
with so much {ondness is my son. Nay.

‘morve, that they are as firmly joined ip

gight of God us wedlock’s bonds can makce
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Cameron started away from Fzra as it a
Dasilisk had crossed his path, For an in-
stant a curse scemed: siruggling upon lis
lips ; but, checking the impualse, he dashed
Agnes violenily frotn him upon the gronnd;
and rashed from tho spot with a cry of
agony that cghoed fearfully among the sur-
rounding pines.

By the aid of Ezra and kis tatier Agnes
was speedily removed to the cabintocenpied
by the latter, where the youth listened to his
father's account of Lis difficalties with
Cameron, with whose daughter. Agnes, 2
singular fatality had so fntimately involved
hig spm.  His heart sank within bim as he
contemplated the Conscq\.\{éuccs of bis mad-
nese, bub it was now oo late to apply the
remedy. .
Whon Agnes was finally cnabled to sib
up apd converse, if beeame o mater of
doubt whether it wonld have heen more
wamane to leave her fo perish rather than
to restore her lo a Jife more than halt ot
which, It became apparent, must hience- *
forth remain a blank to her.

« Poor, sinless child I said Mueston,
taking one small, nerveless hand in his
own, and aclually quailing beueath the
vacant etare with which those eyes, late so
pright ana full of meaning, rested upon
him. * What curse is strong enough to
rench that heartless parent whose selfish-
pess would render him inscnsible to the
worth of such a treasure®’

« We must not be unclaritable,” said his
som. ** Doubtless he feels sufliciently ag
grieved at his logs."”

« Yes, os the erediftor s0ITOWS when
desth Das claimed hisdebtor.  And perhaps
it js well that her senses will henceforth
never discorn the mercenary uscs fo which
‘et hasest ot viilaing intended to adapt
her ¥

v Do not speak thus,” said Eare, tenderly
supporting her, a8 be knelt by lier side and
wazed anxiously in her face, in which recogs
nition of her lever seented only fnin(ly ex-
pressed.  f All hope is not yet depnrf;edé"
1w Qpeatnot your senses, my s0m, with a
chimera ihat can but add a tenfeld poiz-
nancy fo your misery when ihic 111ll_tmth
sha'l dawn unon jyou. Her reason 18 de-
threned foreser

them!”

wWThen hear me, Leaven ! exclaimed
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Ilzra, pussiopately. I am young, and at “Use it against Camercn!”  shouted

thatage when ambition bewms to twove | Huesion, in the madnesy of his passion,
most tiereetly the hearts of men ; bet hence- | be forever stigmatized « co'm;cl ;” o
furlh':llltl ferever, iy amubition ljes Lere 17 At the mention of the ua;n.e iu. a
*You worship an dmage frown which the | threavening, a mowentury gleam of i(;.lutells'.:J
soul has tong since deparied.”” gence pass2d ¢ver Avnes {j:u N ¢ .l.:
1 adore a saint,” yep ed Izra, fervenily, | featares, ° peron's patid
“wliose buing 15 ot confined to either earth | O, no, no!” she eried in alarm, elingi
or bhwaven, but hives in Loth. O, Agnes, | to Bzra, “he is my father ; vou ’musligi;ﬂt.
pure ana stinloss—thiz world, penpled by | hatm biw. O, remember swhat sajth
fiends nnd mwaiwen, asudaciously claiming | boly book! ¢Render not untr; 111\; nein[]}e
., (ol

conttol oy rthe powels of sen, eartl, and | bor evil for evil”  Rewember the example
X

all—wus 00 pla e for o Bat, ia wpi : T : .
wrplace for thee.  Bat, ia spite of | of him who, though born of Heaven, yet”

;11]. _\"uu shull vet be witolly mine ; the more ) devoted his mortal life to the perlormance
wlpless, cyveu su the nore beloved and [ oUki : )
2 1L & . indly deeds. Althiong ar i
belbie, O b ¥ : o.uah o earth 1he joys
s , of close companionship may be denied gu
Aithonrh nysound had yet escaped her | by this meaus we may be nnited o part m,:
‘. 1 Sl - H H " )
wotontes lips o falul swile fLlered aerdss | more through all eteinity,'”
Ly brow, dike a transparcnt pay of sunshine *8Leis right-she is ever right,” mar
thoimr over a bandecape throust & dresy | mured IEzra, a3 if uuconseions o? foe e .
ciomd of mdstanmer, ence of Huesten pree
[T N 73 : s . H . :
1 bgw.l.[\ o e, Agncs—say only there is *Do you forgel, then, thes lightly hoy
. ( ) :' ) ) N [z} 1 1
a Liope the long years of cuarnest tewciine that |
have prown gray i i N
Ader gray i imparting to you, un-
which sLowed thet she bul vaguely com- | der the hope that 1 cherlshedﬂa 50;1 W,hme
Prescisel grarctul manhood would ond day right m
=L how we paliry huemn bemes speak | Reapod-up wWrones & = y
. b LT M p . = -
ol deattt,”™ ~uid Tlueston, *wilhout 4 thouo it “ X0, replicd Ezws, I do not foroet
tlenl i ool noonies del the pades Dy Y . i &
. 1.& it "‘ t‘y‘f‘) » ’i’,uh the paags of llmfn s and there are cven ticies whep, lise
u.‘:u\t. I nl.‘ulk-z s nnﬁ. g tening lo the reeital, my pulses throb, the
A b st s ocouis. g wreck of all [ ! ‘ ‘
1wt blood r ai 3
that was most lovely 7 aldod Eazr St rushes to wy brain, and Lam fit
3 addeld Lz, willh o | {or any desper: R
tangrerous ferceness in his Jooks w3 ¥ wesperate measure. Happily, upon
: l.:: \ : L.l .] S .b 3 looks. Sul | those dmker thoughts a solter sp'ixil; will
X ~atcui-ed towd Delwee tuities, | i - <
| Il“' i ¢ .“ tesd buebween our fimilies, | intrade  itsclf, whose wornines for my im
o which we mve even perverted the sacred ‘tal soul’s welf: o o
e e ' i mortal zoul’s welfure, T dare not disobey.”
ritivzs, thet we ight not lack an excuse 0

B " . ‘ ’

for the unrichlvons guarrel, this sad calam- \\'1'111;%;'115102'15(15;?.1152 ?Illcu'l]'{é‘;]gunl(t;lltl(} t(j“bcn’
1y wivht tever have tefdlen,” - I'Tath’er'” sail Ezra, wl 201 o

! ra, who secemed halg-
distracted betwesn love .ani ﬂii:}3 Ié;l};r
* this advice has for both of uy too deep a.,
sigmilcance 1o be disregurded.  We have
neither ot ug reached the falal botndary, to
croza which is cerfain ruin. Lot us u;{]ect,
that, in fullowing out thesg plans of vene
QEII.CG weare {ramsgrescingvone of Gnd's
Loliest Jaws, and sirive ssller for ihe
relormation  than 1he punishmenl of our
engmies,”
“Inceed I rejolncd Hneston, “whore 43d
you learn 8o much ?  Iave the divige d‘c-
vunciations against the wrong-doer eseaped
your vigilanee, or the strong counsel which
b bas giveu his followers as regards theip
destruction 7 )

Ier ouly answer was an inquiring gaze,

Wbt bt the bale of bim against whose
entire race” rophed  Iloeston, vebemently.,
* your lather's wrones, your mother's in-
Jurles. should done ago have aroused the
Hezeestresentinent,  See here anelber item
i the Jomr eatalogue ol his erimes. - wy
disgrace could 1ot excite your anger. this
last must overflow  the weasare of our
wrengs,  Yet you burden ne wiil those
reproaches that belenz only to him 17

““What mean you, s, by these incohe-
rent woide "

“Are they dpecherent ? To you they
should be plain as the Lely writ, You have
a weapon and know how to wae it

*You would bhave we, fheu--"

4}
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«That, sir, concerns " those who oulrage
His laws ; our aniwosity {ke las prewised
that He will revenee for us”

w0 listen longer to sucl arguments, k
ghall loge the 1Htle firmmness that zemains to
we,” answered Huesion, wlhose eyes, fitling
with .ears, showed the cliest of hisson's
admonitions, and Low much against Lis
own free nature were the eounsels in which
e Lad for so many years endeavored te
fortify himself. !

W Y ou bave touched his heart, and O, my
love, what bloody victories jn thie corpse-
strewn flold shall equal peaceful triuniphs
sucl as this ¥

These were thé last intelligible words
that were nitcred by Agnes tor daye. Asit
imspired lor the purpose, she Liad resained
the tuil command oi all her faculties in the
performance of a duly so conpenial to her
feetings.,  That done, and success appar-
cntly insured, she went inte na quiet sluw-
ber, o sweet and placd smile resting the
while upou'. her lips, as tbough no unnalg-
riul oconrrence hadl transpired to disturb her
mind's gerenity.

All revengeful passion seemed to have

fled, aud for once the angel of torgivencss

trinmplicd ov.r the demon of retaliation. .

ThLis second eoniest over self proved & be

terrible struagle for the eider Hueston,  ITe

had brooded so long and so incessantly manuseript

pverthe one idea, thut it had become, as
were, incorporated with lus very being. und
fiequently, alter lis conversion, Lo found

himself rehearsing  mentally the list of his
arievances, recalling  bitter tlaunts abd
frowning answers, dwelline once more up-
on affrents und injuries, -until his brawn was
in as bad & way s ever. Notat once wus

his reformation'to be aecomplished.

But Agnes improved lhenceforward | pungs {hese reve
go rapidly that ali apprebensions on her | indeed, it
gecount was  dismissed as  groundless,
annd wlhen, on the srbsequent morning, Miss

Cameron was missed, aud cely o vole founc

in Ler place, informing them-ghas she had
received a peremptory gifomons (rom ler | years W
futher, neither was mueh surptised, although | jeds

Tzra waz almost inconsolable in his grie’
and Qe could never cease to dwell upou he
Sraces.

w Son, sot V7 exelaimed Tacston, rapidiy | by his
and in greal exeilewent, during oue of .the cheris
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| pases in their inefleciusl pursuit, * there is
but enc faver you can add to ihese pramses
—rtake this knife and vse it against me ilyou
will, but spare me, O, spiuwe me tile pangs
you nflict with every werd you uiter. To
bavg secn the ofspring of my loiny at the
fect of her, the child of wy relentless enewy,
fills me with an anguish to which all the
pains and sorrows ¢l my pivit Iife ure a8
nolling, Al this moment when, stauding '
apon arhood's threshold, L londly huped
the time bad come when T mivht make you
my eager confidant—ihe shaies it wy plans
and aspirations—to fiud you courtive an ul-
liumee with one of that Iuled breod— ’
“Why, then, siv, did you reserve the dis-
clogure untilthe evil hod grown beyoml the
cemedy ¥ The fault s all your owu, ml
even yet I am left to guess the cause of the
revengelul feelings you have so olien mani-
fostod sgainst the Camerons. Why this

« Sem, that man, that Arthuor Cameron,
whese ehild you wot\hi ke your wie, has.
been through life my ¢vil geunins ; the de-
stroyer of wmy peace the—ut words #re
useless now.  huopelled by the hopes ol
which I have spolen, amd thiuking the bour
Tad  artived whew your miud woukd
gufliciently  expanded -1 " compre-
hend  my views, 1 lmd prepared  a
i which  evervthing  of
fnterestim our personal gtlers was set
duw‘u with an unpreiniced and tnpartiak
1)cn.‘ Keud that when you are fgainat
Home. and everything will be plain to you
oere is (he key (0 iy privale. catinet—yor
will earn its seerets soow. Al the back ot

all, In a separate drawer. you will find the
papers that ure to give yotl 4 New idea of
lile and ils duties. I will Dol sty wliag,
lations nve cost me; umd’
was only a sew days ginee. havidg
learued thiough George the intimaey  you
yad contracted with this iair witlen'-wisp,
1| that 1 Tesolved on making (heh When
{he apimosity  which pad slumbered for
as rekindlod, \Len—uuat, read, wnd
e me rightly.  Fer two days 1 shall be
, | absent; oncthe thirg T shall return and ox-
r | peet o krow my fate”

The fanatic, stero as he seemed, proved
actiops (haf e had reatly no leart to
L anger, for, in spite of his recent

"

mystery ¥ wd

ERN
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et trenzy, he bowed himself upon the mneele
R 6f lils son, and a tear trickied down upon

. Ezra's kund as Ilueston for a moment bent
N over im.  Then disenpaging hiwmself, the
pasent waved Lis boy an affectionate adisy,
aod Lzrn was lett Lo retrace his steps alone
When he again teasched the cabin, the
Wmnvhuw‘o had evidendy lost all- thought
. of bis andesiry, bis duty, snd -everything
' ‘ else of o simular nature,  He ‘was, in fuct,
. wgtaving drank,” and, in answer fo Tizra's
’ interrogations, would only alternitely raise
N the fatal flask on high or press it 1o his
: _ bosom, sg he muundered over some unintel-
ligible dilty, which, being in the original
‘3 dinlect of his fathers, might have been a
; p love story or an invocation to the goda.
b ' George was not the rowantic gort of Indian
—-we are sorry to coniess it--but, perhaps
I ' the Winnchagoes weee better bred in (e
I days of the Branty and the Ponliaes,
ij ! Many a pang did that revelation bring to
! Ezin Hueston—many an inward, sirasgle
‘ Letween s conscience and the rigid sense
of duty which had nbways heen exacted in
his fainily, belore he could persuatde himselt
to indoise his father's views. The latter
observed bis hesitancy, made all due atlow-
anees lor the impetuvus character of his sub-
jeet, and set himself seriously to wark fe
mould this hitherto untamuble spirit lo his
purposes ; for theré was that in the youth
whicly, it was plain, would render him an
jim portant ausiliary to the enuse he bad  so
mauch 3t hearl, and  although it might be
effected only at the eost of the boy’s future
happipess, he was steroly resolved that the
‘boy should perforin the part of no balf-way
_proselyle, '
To this end Hueston had drawn up a doc-
. ument detailing in all its lights and shadows
{uat portion of the family history of which

i his son bad heen thus far kept in ignorance ;

_tor hie now tound that an obstacle—and that

. }\ obstucle nothing less than a youthtul attach-

. t ‘ ' ment-on the part of the youth toward Agnes,
’ H the danphter of the old enemy of his race.

Arthur Cameron—siooed directly inthe way
- of his plans, which bhe-knew could. only be
removed by décisive measures.  Even now,
had Ezra made a confidante of the gentle
A gnd lovely Aenes, not all the influence of
' his fother's example or his mother's mem
.oty could bave nrocured liis turther co-op-
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eration in u scheme which semeed ot first
flush so unbgilowed in at least one of its
aspects,

Pime and agzain did Bzra vesolve io his
mind the question ot jugglery on the part

of the go-cailed spirils, unii! Ivis brain: was’
in a state ol Lhe utmost bewtlderment.

None kuew betier than did he the Tude hon-
cslv of purpose, the uwnsweiving uprighiness
wlich characterized his fathei’s every se-
tion. Mignt not he Limselt be lnboring an-
der the effcets of a gross- deception? To.
1bis conclusion, however, he found it diffi-
cult to arrive,

The association in which Gilbert Hueston

held so Ingh 2 pussuou was but one of the
natiral results cf the failure of that grand

scheme of 1egeneration and reform  wiich
bad flourished go havpily for a while ander
tie anapices hiec Prophetess,  From that
sad experience that homan nature was  too
much given to gin to be bensfited by miker
measures, he had beeome in timo a couvert
to the doctrine of compulsory morality. dis-

men as such, and holding to a rigorous be-
lictin a system of rewards ard punishments
In this he was parily wrdn!_r, but, ag their 19
no midway -in the conceprions of such a
mind as Llueston’s, iz had gons to the ut-
most extent in theory and practice.  His
tellow-laborers in this new scheine of regen-
eration were principally men of sinilur in-
tellectaal orzunization, desdriers from the
camps of varions rival bub less secrel face
tions—-all the ecoeniricities of religious and
morul iaith being repregented,  In the new
dispensation the -principal argument—in
tact the very corner-stoue of faill—was ithe
then hardly known and incomprelienszible i
science of spititaalism ; o seience to the elu- j
cidation ol which Lluciton had paid much i
attention, and which was daily attracting
fresb proselytes to the order. The mysterl-
ous gigny and wonders which characterized
e hallueination. or whatever it might bave
been ealled, in the earlier stages of its devel-
opment weg gelting fo be ot such frequent
vecurence ug o ereate a great deal of eoniu-
Ston uud alarn wherever they were obsery-
ed, and when Ilueston first began to exper-
iinent openly upon the theme he was at
ance sct down by the morgignorantas being
in league with the devil, and by the more
intelligent ag a consunnnited humbug and

,'been murdered.
porting to have been written by Alstyne,

catding bhe services of lawyers and clergy- -

) df-scmplmn.
1 bar ked upon the voyage of life, and for Lim
glwhat a prospect it offered !

e e e

. CEDAR

impostor—an Impression which gained force
from the fnct that others, for merely mer-
cenary reasons, had imstitated a series of
jugv]erms answering to-the name, and were
alrwdy coining money by their bungling

‘ O]TEI‘{HIOHS

Ono cireinnstance gave Ezra inexpressible

' annoyance, and even pain; since the day

of hig initintion, nothing had been secn or
. heard of Martin Hangerford. Although the’
" Iatter was a Jonely man with few or no per-
sonal friends, his rough and "quarrelsome
disposition rendering’him an object of dis-
Jlike throughont the country, his disappear-
‘ance was noticed at once, and it was hy de-
-grees hinted about that the poor fellow bhad
At this orisis a Jetfer, pur-

and dated at Albany: had been received,

- stuting that he had been called away on bus-
JAiness, and having no properiy or family

",tios to bind him to the plnce, should prob-
‘‘ably never return. .

For the time bemg, therefore, all mquhy
wwas suspended,
< Days fled before Ezra could sammon for-

“titude to open the manuseript intrasted to

im by his father. His hesitancy was ter-
;minated in a manner as strange as it was

"'-;ununlicipated'. Since his Journey-with lhis

‘I"father to the Sachem’s oofgtool, his slam-
/bers had been much  disturbed, and  often
‘when his eyes refused to accommodate-
Aliemselves to slumber, he would puce (he
(Hille apartment assigned to him, or sit with
111% head supported by his hand and the yeb
unread kistory on the table before bim, ab-
sorbed in reflections of the most harassing
Ile had as vet bat just em-

During one of
these reveries he was aroused to conscious-
ness by a singular series of munifestations ;
L hand seemed wtone moment to rest affece

{ionately upon his shoulder : he distuctly
Slenrd at the moment several- deeply-drawn

{sighs, nnd looking carnestly in that diree-
stion, the filiny plantomn of & sweet human
lgountenance hecame for an instant manitesl

: -ftto his view, assuming at first the lineaments

'lo[ his murdered uncle, and then of hLis

fmother. Thiz portion of his experience

“Imight have been merely Lhe illusious of Lis

“Sheated brain, but if so, they were wonder-

2 e 2
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tully distlnct.
by the sounds of sobs and weeping,
soft hand seemed to press his own, which
now lay on tho lable.
manugeript were repentedly agitated to and
fro, although the casemoent was closed, and
there was no wind without to move them
Tind stich not been the ense.

Hoping that it might be o delusion he
started ap, and f)c:s:nn striding across (e
floor, but ag e wilked, invisibte loolateps
seemed to accompany him.  Retirning o
lig geat at the table he took up lhe mana-
script, when all sounds censed, TIo laid it
down, when the unmlwm/uns TeConL-
menced. Again an mdefiuable awe nsaailed
bim. He was convinced thol the spirits of
nis mother and his uncle bad been with
him. For an instant e bowed Lis hewmd to
mutter a prayer, and then fook up the reve-
lations. A paper dropped Irom the seroll
as he did g0, on which were iuscribed the
words, in big tatlm ’s han iwriting, * Read
—interrorate—act.’?

“ It ig the frait of the ir ee"of knowlellge
which Toam about to pluek,” h thoaght;
“ If 0 [ must iocur the penalty.
torth no indecision I

It was & strange and stirrivg  reeital, that
dver which the y ruth pondered, and as.he
read he much resembled one of those life-
like creations of the poiuter, Ketzch, who
was so fond of portraying youlh and inno-
cence under the influence of supernatural
impuises. Only ihe areh fiend with Dhis
piercing eye and bis single erow's leather,
was necessary to complete the pictare. The
narrative carried the reader back almoagr 10
bis tather's childbood, when Lhrec boyish
figures were seon  dispordng  tosethen
These wers Gilberty, his younger brotber,

svril, whose lamentabie end las Leen ad-
verted to, and Arthur Cameron,
history progresses a tourth fignre becomes
interwoven with the plot.
ward the beloved wite of the elder Hueston.
O, whut a inountain weight of sorrow and
anewish and woe unutterable had becn for
years cloge lockéd within the breast” of un-
complaining Gilbert as in & dunrcon,

What-acutirable {ortitude he had exbibited.

in concealing the knowledge of ls past sut-
ferings even'trom. big son! Only in Lhe
night—the lonely, solemn night—did the

/

‘M....'C l? o - b l._t‘.‘.‘ s \‘{ C b

The viston was succeeded
aod &

The leaves of the.

Hence-

As the

It 16 Marv, atier-
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herefwed man grieve over this lost Immn-
" ness, his blighied muanhood, andg his cheey-
leas youth For then! spmbs hovered
fhous' hin! anq*held, converse ; with. lum
end consoled or -counseled him. Thon,
too, he remenmbered how, in the earthiy
Jparadise whicdh Heaven permitted him to
create unto himself, a serpent, wearing the
teatures of Arthur Cumeron, crept in and
stole from bim the {reasure of the poor fel-
low’s Garden of Tden, hiz blooming Mary.

. Ho remembered how the deceived one had

Been left to starve, a vagrant, after having
sated the infernal appetite of her destroyer ;
how the fiend’s bitler cumity, atter robbing
him at ouce of wife and brotier, throcgh
an aceusetion, the excuse tor which could
have been tramed only in the mind of one
inured to infamy—so quiet and irreproache
tbie had been the éven tewor of Gilbert's
ways—pursued him to the last, or uatil the
world's chances "and changes had drawn
them so widely nsander.  And now, destiny
bad onece more thrown this Cameron within
s reach, and it was Rzra Hueston who
had been selected to play the avenger.

CHAPTER XL
B}XCELSIOR-

Not far remote from the spol where RMr.
Cameron had so nearly fallen a vietim to
the fury of thie misguided mob, which only
the tnealled-for severity of lus procestings
lhiad called into beimg, flourished w scitie-
ment which its leaders, rejeciing the old
native nomenclature of the region, had dig-
wified hy the name, © Excelsion”

Whether the founders had intended a pun
I8 not quite certain, but certain 1t i thal
“ 80l Higher” was o remurkably  appro-
priste namo (o bestow upon i place which
gat perched among the bilis jike an guule
looking down Irom it3 eyiie, surrounded by
gloomy pives aud disordered rocks, and cut
in twain by o foamng torrent, which wus

. all 'very well in its way—that is, s0 long as

it turned tho wheebs ot the mills, which firsi
gave the town its wmportanee, but that it
had o curious habit of sometimes mistuliing
its route, pouring itselt in'a drenching cati.
ract over houses and people ludiscrimi-
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nately, rmd makmn‘ sad bhavoc with cow-
pens and poultry yurda. e N

Whatever praise the denizens ot this ittle '
ﬁaook were entitled to 'for then'f emeiprlsg
and thritt, tueir conduct in other respects.
bad subjected them, it is to bo feared, to s
great deal of scandal in the outer world,
amoug which it was currently reported
that the inhabitants of xcelsi » wore given
over to the most singular delusions and
Praclices =
. Lven in this remote region the teachings
of ihe Propheless had left their impression,
but they had in course of time become so
thoroughly wmingled with others {hut fow
traces of her doctrines were perceptible.
There were Fourierites and Malthusites
and Millerites, Mormons, Runpists‘-s weden-

borgiang, Vegetarians, Progonitarians, aud .

4 long list of similar innovations, of which
tire peeuliur tenels and  obscrvances formed
the theme for fireside gossin to wmany o
rural fanuly circle during the lone winter
nighta.

Here, from motives which way be guth-
ered in the seqoal, the implacable toe of
Hneston, Arthur Cameion, with his litile
fumily, consistine of his wile. a sickly,
meagre woman, knowe to the neizhbors

hwod by her charilies chielly, and the gentle |

tnd lovely Agunes had established his house-
hold gods, and here he so thoroughly
suceeeded in winning the coulidence of this
fraiornity that they gave ham oflice. and ere-
ated him treasurer of the sociely in which be
had enroHéd Limseli. :

Agnes Cameron was ons of {hose delieate,
elhereal creatures who seemed horn for ac-
fion in sume higher sphere, and sadly out
of place umong the grosser nalures by \v[m,h
they aro surrouinded. The eye ol sensmiity

H ' u-k‘w . ||‘I‘\.“ ] |
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was the cause” of this lmbrtual gadness,
whicly even her ‘own parents profpssed
‘ th(,msel\rusii unuble to account, t9|, and smokf,r
' ot” liet as dne destined to unéarthly’ grace.
_Ove.r amd agiun hier hand had been asked by
guitors, whose offers would lave met &
favorable response from almost any maiden
n the township, but she’ bad refused them

“ull, to zive her heart at last b the younger

Hueston; of whose relationship to his ancient
adversary Cameron had little dreamed.

_ The magistrate, however, bad little occa-
sion, af least.in bis own esteem, to appre-
hend Lhe mwmice of an enemy. A, large
Jandd proprietor, flushed of means, and

. bouniifuily gitted with the goods ot this

world, e lauched to scorn the opinions of
"‘socie(v, aud reigned the petty monarch of
“his liktle principality.

s This state ol aftuirs was doomed fo 2 geri-
30“3 interruption.  One morning a. messen-
dwer rode in hot haste to the magistrate’s
3(]()01' bearing a missive for Cameron, of
~which the tollowing i3 a teanscripé :

“New York, August —th, 186—.

. Y Duanr Srr:—We regret that, since last
advicos, an unforeseen circumstance has
‘;tu‘med up with regard to your extensive
'glauded estate which seriously threatens the
Jlegitimacy ¢l yourtitle. A largd propor-

< tion of this property i9 claimed by one ot

z'om‘ wealtliiest citizens, byﬂ name Gerzhom
‘Calthorpe, who is sbowt filing a bill for its
*rec,nvuy. bis family, .8 he alleges, Lavineg
ibepn defrauded of the lands at some tormer
.;ﬁperiod, but, of course, not by you! To
“3countcr:1(:tthis ndverse influenca’ it will re-
‘guire the cxertion of all that tact,
f‘lencc, and finesse for which our firn is
‘celubrated, Lut we doubt nét that every
“obst clé nmy be surmounted.  An early in-

sirank rebuked fzom the almost uncmthlvm ! terview will oblige both yourself und us, as

purily of those angelie features, illumin-d
by & pair of deep, dark cyes let resembiod
the rellections of sister plavets in a guics
puol.  iler manner was genlleness fielf,
pervaded by a relinement of spowmluncous
srowth which might lhave been viinly
sought forin a deawing room, and in oy .
wmost amiable moments her countenance
way stamped wilh an air of melancholy

which at onee inlerested evon the most cus
saal observer. It .wag thought by many
that svme unexplained mentul milluence

also your promnt attention’ to the inclo-ed
# document.  We reminin, dear sir. your's
Fvery respectiully, “ Gour & Gnryprs.
,5 “ Altorneys and Counselors.
} " PosrserirTus.—It is said (hat the Cl-
fthorpws. senior and junior, contemplate
Elmysmr you a visit.  Look out for them.”
« The *inelosed document” was, of course,
“.a i for services Tendered.
7 Justice Cameron was o man of tremen-
dous -ncrve, bud, with all his fertitude, he
> could not repress u fecling of despair as the
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condeguences of this drsbovely flashed upon

hig mind. '

" O wwhat' could he Have been thmkmg at

thit moment? v o

i 1

gion a8 he took u long and atfectionate sur-
ey of the for-reachimg ncres that were visi-
ble from Biis piazza in the plains below, ex”
wending on the other hand to the very
borders of the lake.  Auwnd was all this rich
domsain about to stip from his' grasp at the
very moment when he fancied himself the
most secure ip ils possession?  The thought
was madness. He resolved that the Cul-
therpes, taiher or som, should never enjoy wn
aere.

0, Gershom—Gershom Calthorpe —what
were you doing us you rode guyly up the
eastern slope of the mounlaips that an-
tnwnal morning ¥ Liltle you dreamed, in
the taneied security of year riches, to wlmt
an end you were journeying!

For some momeqts thoughts of suieide, of
o sudden thy ht beyond the seas, Jand even of
alternalives still more desperate, chased cach
other in contusion across Cuneron's heated
brain. Just as he had altained an honorn-
ble position among his l‘cllow-men, and was

preparing to forget the steps by which he
Lod risen to wealth and giation ; jasi as he
was fondly persunding himself that he haa
not an enemy left on the {nce of the earth-—
to be awakened so unceremoniousiy irom
the pieasing delusion?

The messenger who had brought these
evil tidmgs ‘to the Summit had scarcely
departed, when, - alter pacing tho tloor
ot bLiz library for a few scconds in
deepest thonght, Cameron "hastily dispaleh-
ed a servant with a written
addressed *‘to Dr. Masnug Garstacker;”
and 1 a very brict interval, a tail, cadaver .
ous-looking personage, clad entirely iu
blaek, and whose general appearance was

trust on every occasion, was warnly ox-
changing grectings with Mr. Cameron upon

his doerslep.

his ususl professional bluntness, asthe felt
the squire’s wrist and looked serutinizingly
in the inee of the latter. © No. Pulse not
guite right, Lut as cool as though you Imd.

just come out of an ice-house. Abl the

i
IIis eyes glured with a Iugbttul exprcs- .

et
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that of a man whom it would not be sate to -

. &« You are not ill?"” said the vmtor, with"

)
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tever must be looked for higher up, I per-
coive.”

“I am well enough in body,” rejorned
Cameron, “Dbut il ut ease in mind, Our
plans are in danger, it seems.’”

= Thedevil ! ejaculatea Garstacker, with
a frightened look and bis great ears stuck
up like the tabied horns of Meplustopheles,
or ainule's when by certain sounds he is
warned of the approach of peril.  * Ihysic
of nouse Lieve, then. What'sthe symptom ?
There are cases. you understand we, when
the ordinary prescriptions become useless
At such times a change of ajr—"

“Drep (his twaddle, sir, at once!” ex-
claimed the jushce, wrathfully ; 1 bave
somethinge in the way of reality that sur-
paases romances.”

- No! ason aud beir, I hope. I must go
back tor my—"

“Wouk! you drive memad 27 fiirly yelled
Mr, Camieron, a8, sejzing the astounished
praciitioner by the neckelothb, to the preat
detfiment of his profesgional dignity, he
actually dragged him ato the library.

$luke care, sir—an aclion may ensue.”
sanl Dr, Garstucker, rearranging s tym-
bied wardrobe, but withsut exhibifing ziny
traces of resentment.

“Anaction musl ensue unless we are
sharp cuough to prevent it,” rejoined the
magistratc. - There, sir.” tossing the letter
1o b, What think you ot rhat "

S LUmph! an uely dose,”” answered Mag-
nus, us he dnished the perusal.

Now, sinoas we are both lsterested in
the result—ior our specubutions have beeu
so interwoven that there is no such thing as
seputatine them—it appears to me that, un-
fess we ean Int upon something ta stave of!
all uetion in this mutter, wo are unequive-
cally lost.™

“Thats  evideal envugl,” 1espondecd
Mugpus, rmuninating; *tbey must never
go to law about it.”

= They shull not if f can prevent it,” said
AMr., Cameron, with emphasis,

1 like yvour spirit,” continued the doc-
tor. Tt we could munage to—stay, | have
i Awml be whisperad something very
cautises!y in the justice’s ear

Cumeron started from bun. and was visi-
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bly avitated, while his usually florid coun-
enance was white as chalk.

“No, never-—never ; iia not to be thought
ol.” Le rejoined, at length. *You protes-
sional gentlemen,” be added, *ihink so
litile of bones and cartilage that a lite more
or less seems to be nothing.”

“No more it is; we must all go some
time,” answered Magnus, glowering,

¥ have o betier plan, which I thivk may
be brought to a successful issue with your
assistance. We must obtain these newly-
discovercd decuments at ali hazards, and
that may be done by—"

“Out witn i, blurted Magnus, observing
his colleague's hesitation.

“DBy waylaying them," whispered the
wagisirale, looking round him as if he had
expected to find a constable at hig clbow.

“ You are too diffident, my dear Cameron,”
said ' the doclor, blandly. ¢ Ie such little
altairs coolness gnd confidence are above all
other virtues.”

“J know. You are so used to villainy
that nothing can disturb your equanimity ;
but itisso long a'nce [ have doue anything
to bazard my good standing in society that
you ecannot be surprises it T am unnerved
by the threatened emergency.””

¢ Never blancli. man ; the very oflice you
hold i3 o sure guaraniee ngainst detection.
Come over to me to-night and we will dis-
cuss the busziness further. Hlessme! Low
time Qies! It is nearly five already, and
Uve o very difficult oporation to perferin
that can be donconly by daylight, Besare
you {ake care of yoursell,” he aidded, sprak-
inz loudly, and making & grear deai of
bustle a3 e passed the office-door. wich
was on the other side of the passage, in
woing out. * Follow the presciption I have
indicated, and the trouble will vansh.”

“ Cattious to the last ¥ muttered Cameron,
a3 he watched Limsauntering j'(mnmy down
the street. * Bul I’ take good carc that ihe
conseguences do not rest on my shonlders
only."”

Tbe magistrate might well have turned
puale had e known that every word wttered
between them lhiad been overbeard by s
listencer not lesg interested than criner. It
was Agnes Camercn. whe the moment the

toor kad closed upon his retitmy {ootsteps,

+
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now stood forth amid the darkeni\r?
shadows of the library—as pale a3 the mor-
ble busts on those teeming shelves where
the lore of past azes was slumbering amia
the colwcebys,  Having gone into the study
for a volume just as her father had lett it to
welcome Garstacker, enriosity to know what
could be the nature of that business which
30 often kept Cameron closeted for Lonrs
with his sipister visitor, snd the result of
whose communications, whatever might
have been their nature, was usually a gloomy
depression that lasted tor days, induced lier
o step behind the large ornamented screen
wlich stretehed across one end of the apart-
ment. 8he had scarcely time to reflect upon
what she was doing before the doclor made
his appearance.

About this time Agnes was olffjserved to
be excessively agitated. Iler mind was fall
of forebodings, to which she gave constant
utterance, ¢vidently (or the purpose of dis-
couraging her fatlier from his enterprise,
while his family anticipated with pain a 1e-
tarn of the malady whick had so grievonsly
afflicted her® in her childhood—when sbe
was much given to dreams and tranges, (hat
had at one 1ime threatened to put an end to
Ler existence. The poor girl was now even
more nervous and more sensitive than she
had been at any time belore, starting at
every rumble of wheelsand every ciatter of
a horse's hoofs, ag thoeugh evil imaginations
had taken possession of her. Iler step was

restless and  perturbed, and broken by un-
pleasant visioms in whick the personages

and events took all the semblance of life.

Several nights after the conversation in
the ltbrary Agnes was visiled by 2 remark-
able dreamin wbhich the tragedy she lLad
appreheaded passed before her with all jts
horrible accompaniments. So strong was
the impression that on awaking she half
arose and listenoed for some sound in keeping
with bier dream. sStrange noises sarrounded
her and she distinctly heard a voice which
sbe recognized for her father’s, * ) have him
safe enough,” it said; “ Calthorpe is dead,
the talisman iz niine, and the grave gives
up no secrets,” ’

It was Camcron, whose. apartment gd
Jjoined hers, talking in bis sleep. Then
from 4 distance came the faint sound of
bells, increasing momentarily in - distnct- §-
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%Préss. She listened intently. It was no
ill

uston. The notes were plainty audibie,
and they tolled as they were wont to toli for
the burial of the dead. A straiz of /Lolian
nusic, accompanied Ly a choir of angel
voices, awalkened unsveakable emotiouns.
As she listened atuminous form of exquisite
grace aud symmetry eveived itselt frow the
darkness, and with a smile, at once sweet
and.-sad, waved her gently cu. An irresisi-
ible mpulse took possession of her, Sue
softly asrose, and wrapping hergell in g
shawl, cautiously let herself out ofthe house.

'The night was cold and dark{but a faint

slarlight guided Dhersteps till, guiged by tize
music, she came to the village clitirch, the
door of which she tound open. Entering
the liftle porch, she distingnishied the
sounds of the organ, amd peering within
unohzerved, 3aw goathered nbout the altar a
smail group, cloaked aud silent. A prayer
was said above the body by a eclersymoen
whom shie well koew, and when that was”
over the litlle procession filed slowly Irom
the cirurca, amid the projections of which
ghe crouched, hidden:

‘Agoes felt 28 though she would have
given her lite could sh&é bhave obtained a
single glimpse of the face, but durst not
venture. Stealing out of the edifice as
silently as she came, she crouched i{rem-
blingly bebind one of the tombstones,-and
awaited the termination of the scene. The
remaining ceremonics were rapidly per-
formed; she heard the hLollow fall of the
clod. and the solemn words conslening
S oarth to earth. and dust to dust.” « Then
the whole party scemed to vanish into air—
all but the gravedigger who, eided Dby o
lantern, was silently plying bis task, when
a tall presence. drapsd in white, stowly
arose, as he imagined, from the adjoining
tomb, and, {0 his indescribable horror, ap-
proached him.

Solomon Gurton was a bold mru—mnay, 4
blusterer, and professed 0 be not afratd
of gpirits, ardent or other; but this specta-
cle was to much for im. Finding that his
legs would not earry him off, be teli -on
his knees and began to mumble Lis prayers

«Unpack the grave again—dig op the
corps ; Lmust, I will be satisfied,” exclaimed
the spectre, sternly. -

Solomon had nothing to do but to obey.

N — e Joy.
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Rapidly the earth that had been thrown
in was again shoveled out, and soon the col-
fin became visthle,  Dut at this juncture the
sexion was Leard approuching ; tbe spirit
instantiy vauisbed, anl Sotemon the valor-
ous tell o his tuce in a swoon.

Tae vilige rang next moruing with the
story of old Soi Garten and the graveyird
ghost, but not for many aays did Agnes be-
come awure that sie had heen the subjeet
ot o sleep-walking {rance, during which her
lile Lad ben more than once despaired ol.
The buria! she had witnessed was that ot a
paticut, dead of a communteadve disease,
und interred wt midaizht by order ob the
seloctmen, bul none knew of the singuiar
part that Acones bhad sustained in the cere-
mony. She returned in quiet to her room
and reniined tor some days apparently in a
stupor. in which the mtelicet was neverthe-
less i a tull state of acticn. Daring this
trance Aones exiubited in their fullest per-
fectwon all the wonderful capacities of the
ciatryovint —reliearsing eveuts and telling
of things which the listensrs had supposed
were Kuow 1o noone bt themselves, amd
which speedily eonvinead her tather that
an important aontagnonist to his plans had
been developed 1 a meniber of his own
Louschobl, to whom were familiar secrets
whichh he Iundl Imasined inuccessible to
another.  Ou the day succeeding her recove
ery Caweron questioned his dauchter sharp-
1¥ with rerzard to these wtteranees, but she
replied in a manner which satisficd bim
thuat she did not comprehend his allusions,
aud a3 these fits of somnambulism were
nothing more than ehe haid suffered under
from chilibood. the mvestigation wag sus-
pended,

As tor Lurton, e boasted hanflsomely of
the aounner in which he had laid fihe
churclivard #host,” bat as the sexton had
tound an empty battie beside him, his slory
was never uite thoroughly believed.

CLIFF,
CHHAPTER XII

COUNTERPLOT.
b

Meanwhile, the time was drawing rapidly
wigh when the question so important {0 the
Cumerons was to be deecided.
Muaeh to ber relict, Agoes found, on re-
turning to vonsciousness. that the expeected
Calthorpes had not yet wade their appoar-
ance. She learned also that her father had
Leen absent for severul duys, having gone
to the city on business, the npatnre of whick
she was not mivrmesd of, but could only too
well divine. ¥rom Mr. Cameron’s altered
wanuer and the tew disjointed seniences
which be had dropned from his lips in mo-
ments when e had supposed Limself unuo-
ticed, she thoroughly comprebended his
ptans, and derermired at every risk “to
tuwart them. Tbe tisk she had assignd
bergelf was an arduous one, even for a
more strongly-miwded or miore stromgly-
cong ituted woman, and Acoes was one pf
tlie mogt retiring ng well ag one of the maost
delicite of Tier sex. Vo counteract his dark
purposes without betravineg her father and
without allowing her agency to come 1o hitg
knowledge, and finally te fead him back to
a sense of Christian propricty, it might be
necessary {hat the young girl should sur-
render, perhaps forever, the prospect of a
life of domestic bappivess, and give herself
solely up to tlie sacred duty b.fore her, Yet
she did not hesitate—regarding herselt as
an ingtrument selected for the nodertaking
by Omnipotence itself—and, as there could
be no opporiunity “wore fitting than the
present, she delermined to begin st once.

A few days subzejuent to these occur-
rences news was received at the Bummit, as
Cameron's place had been christened, that
the Calthorpes were approaching. Agnes
felt that no time should be lost in counter-
acting the seheme of which they were to be
the vietims. Her 1esolution was confirmed
at the last moment by the discovery in one
of ber walks of a fragment of paper direct-
¢d to *Magous Garstoclker, M. D.,” a pro-
fessional personage of somowhat doubttil
repute in the village, being ‘strongly sus-
peeted of reswircctionizing practices, it
nething wore, and going. on that account,

by the popular nickname of Doctor Nighte

. gelf shall fbMow them as ciosely and as sure-

nuniber of evil doers, leagued together in a
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ghade. This paper contmined ouly & few
meager words in Ler fallier's handwriting
but without glgaature, which to any one clse
would have been” an emigma, but to her
were cleariy mdicative of the wr.ter’s mean-
ing. ‘

“ Gersliom and his gon, Stacy, go up from
town to-morrow,” so ran the ietter. “They
will talze the road which.passes through the
New Cuf; in order 1o save time, and 1 my-

ly as bound follows hare. This roud is, as
you are aware, bul just finished, and, being
in a bad coadinion, but little frequented. I
will take care that our friends nome in
sight of the Summit at or about midnight
on the day of their advent in these parts, [
will be on hand with you to give them wel-
come. ‘Lhis will reach you by private and
trustworthy hands, tor the bearer don’t
read, and is as smart a scoundrel as ever
seaped swinging, if he could. Courage!
We shall have the papers vet.”

This nole gave Agnes 3o additional pang
on her father’s account, for it indicated that
e was rof alone in his nefariows transac-
tions, Int was eonnected with an indefinite

common cagse for the purposes ot fraud.
What a foarfal discovery was tlhus for a del-
icate anil swnsitive girl wpon whose teader
frame (he winds could not blow too lightly!

in this cmerrency a confederale hecame
indispensable, witkout which the project
muest unavowdally fail, and, casting about,
shie bethouglt ber of Ezra Ineston. decid-
ing to seck him out at. every sacrifice of
delicacy in view of the importance of her
urdertaking. and to confide to his keeping
a gecret she durst have intrusted to no other
living.

Ever since the nisht of their last sad
tryst, the unhappy youth, surrounded on all
hands by perpiexifies, bad grown more and
more gloomy. He could do nothing but
wander over the old baunts hour afier hour,
pondering upou tiic sweet girlish face that
peered out upon hijm, as it secmed, from
every loaly covert, each moss-bound recess,
and was never absent from him, even in bis
most troubled dieams. He was not a lttle
mystified, therefore, when that degenerated
scion of a Winnebago clhief, in this narra.

lLis disearded iribe as Oulscasset, came to
him one ¢vening with so ‘many sions and
arimuces thal at first he thouglt bis tather's
0ld rervaut demented or tipsy.

“Ab, George!” said Hara. smiling in spite
of himscl ab the tricks of his 0ld guardian,
the solemnity of whose visnge aione showed
that e wus not joking: 1 wm afraid that
too frequent indulgenes in the while man's
fire~wuter hag injurcd your intellect. 'What
_does all this portend ¥

“Indian no such foo! as some tink,” re-
plied George, sententiously. * Al, younz
chief, when Ouiscasser been y'ouug, niny
moons ago, he need ne wessenger to say
* Young squaw " to him. £Lis heart always
koow when the White Doe was eoming.”

*Can you mean by that Miss Cameron
liag sent for me ¥ asked Ezra, starling out
ol his listicssness at the thought.

Now, Ezra Hueston wis ho vacillating
fool to be mdde the sport of every chance
glow of passion that might stir him as the
woment-partaking, to the contrary, to the
fullest extent of the family ebaracteristie,
which ltad promoted the ruin of & many
of his race-—a fact which- this stubborn re-
tention of his heari’s prediloctions fully sng-
tarned, since he found 1t impoegsible to eradi-
cate at an hour’s potice thoushts and feel-
ingg which had beretofere made up the
better part of s existence, Instead, there-
tore, ot submutting to the idea of a ser ara-
tion, e bad been revolving in his brain a
scheme by which his duly to his oath might
be consummated, and, yet without obliging
IHim to relinquish his idol. wlen the
welcome intelligence brodght him by tne
trusly Tndian seemed to offer the desired
opportunity. -

The spot to which he had been dirccted
was & nwrrow dell, bordered by banks
over-clustered by vines and wild shrubs,
and havipg in the centre an opening, mark-
ing the place where a stream of water had
for ages welled up from the sandy soil—
from which latter circumstance, and ihe
discovery of some whitened Dbones, arrow-
heads, and other relics, 1t hed acquired the
name of the Irdizn Spring, -

Obliged to restrain bis impatience, ho
lingered until the tardy twilight had set-
tled; then, seeking the dell, ke cast himséh

tive known ns “George,” but known amaong

down upon tlhe sward, and subsided by



o hig, most sceret impressions
. wailed,momething so dreadtal that af times
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degrees into revery, in which ensued the
ustal sirucole Dbetween evuscience und
filial duty. For so possessed was his entire
soul by his passion for his young misiress
that it required nothing short of a high de-
gree of resolulion to keep bim from bieak-
ing the secret compact into which he Lad
cntered,

Wuas it again a dream, or did he indeed
hear once more the same strains of spirit
music which had so entranced his senses In
the Lheart ot the mountain ? His present
distance from the Sacliem’s Footstool fors
bade the supposition that those were the
1dentical strainsg to which e had listened
before, yet the peculiarity ot the sounds
left no room jor a doubt as to their charae-
ter. ‘Then arose that wild and weird
chant—even the words being casily dis-
tinguisuable, and the youth shuddered as
he 1060(*1)\1%1 theeir application to himself,
The leurvht of - hueman surveillance over
his . actions was suffidiently unpamtable o
a nature so impetuous, but there was in this
iden of o supernatural agency, from which
were nod

the young man imagined hrmself possessed
by & demon.

Springing from hig recumbent position,
he walked rapidly in the direction of tha
spring, but ere he had gained it,' the sounds
appeared to die away in the distance. In
vain he-repeated question aftér queation :
nd answer was returned, and Ezra, finding
his brain much overheated, came to the
vnavoidable conclusion that hie had only
been dreaming. He went down toward the
springlet, and, after a cooling draught,
bathed his parched forehead in the limpid
walers.

%It must be 80,”" he thought, ““and T am
a credulous fool, with a brain more distgrh-
ed then even my unfortunate fathor's.
Dolt! to yicld to such tantasies when my
own more material interests arc trembling
in the balance!”

. Some glislening object on the margin of

the spring attracted his attention. JIle
picked it up carelessly. 1t proved to be

a white pebble, similar in kind to those.

used by the secret fraternily, and bore in
n single hierolglyh the word » Beware!”
Almost at the mowment the rustling of
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drapery caused him to Inok up, and he be~
held descending the precipitdus path at his
stde a fragile figure shrowded in a cloak,

and seeming hardly more than an exbata-
tiou in the moonhghi—her leatures, so

classically beuutitui, rellecting the transient
glow like polished alabagter. The imme-
diate appearanee of the fuithinl Indian in
close proximity was suflicient guarantee
that, at all events, the form he now waxed
upon was not that of a spirit, though

uillciently etherenl in ity aspect 1o pass tor
one,

# Thanks, dearest Agnes, for this Lkind-
negs,” Ezra exclaimed, startivg forwnrd as
soon a8 he canghtsight of ier ; * you have
relented in time to preserve tlhe poor heurt
which, in despair at its torced isolation,
must have broken or withered.””

“ My present visit, whateser my wish, T
fear will not greatty relieve it,” replied Ag-
nes, sadly. ¢ No, Ezra Ilueston—if you
suppose that any unmaidenly or selfish mo.

deceived. But I need not nsk you, I am
gure, {o touch !1ght.13 upon a subjeet ihe

qnere mention of whwh brings pain to bolh
ol ug."” :

« Forgive me, Mlss Cuameron,”” said luzra,
with great dignity, ** I will offend no more.”
“ Angry already ?  Ezra, dearest, ig this

‘vour love for me

"¢ I wonder wilk Miss' Cameron be the

first to renew asubject tLat carries such
pain with it,” replied her lover, sarcas-
tically. ‘I'hen, seeing her burst into tears,
with Lig usual impulsivencss, he suddenly
folded her to his beart,and seeing her face
‘apturned and not reproachtully, imprinted
upon ber lips a kiss of reconciltition, and
next, as promptly sinking on his knee at
her feet, besought her forgiveness with an
carnestness somewiat at variance with the
estimate he had placed upon his own forti-
tude, while Gleorge, leaning aguinst a tree
with his legs comfortably crossed, and his
arms folded upon his broad ctiest, seemed
turned intoa stake--so litile uttentlon did
he pay to what was passing.

«It is Ithat haveneed of fmgwcness ”.
she answered, raising him ; ¢ but indeed T
have acted for the best, and although cir-
cumastances make me appear capricious ngw,

a time will come when Ezra Hueston will
learn to know Agnes Cameron bitter,”

- .
tive has nrged me to this step you are sadly

" would so contrive to work upon the fears

- direction from
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She then informed him of her singular
~dream, and of ber féars and dosngns with re.
gurd to the Calthornpes. '

“You see,”” she said *that [ have some
conlidence in you, for in the disclosizre that
I have made I have nothesitated to expose
even u {ather's guilt that I might save him
froin the commission of a crime. T@e
hovor of our name isin your keeping. With
& single breath, it you chose, - you mighy.
disgrace it forever)

“You did right in thus trusLing to your
Judgment, for Agnes Cameron is not one
tobe ensily deceived, - Not only is her so-
cret safe jn my keeping, but whatever my
poor will can do to aid you in your project
shall be done.”

It wasg finally arranged tiat at 4. certan
houron the followmpe day Tzra shiould hold
himselt in readiness, with horses, abt aspot
agreed upon, where Agnes, disgoised in s
nmanner o eseape recognition, should join
bim.  Theirplun wasto overtake the Gal-
Lhorpos at a public resort, where ﬂ]ey must
pass the next night, and where in the char-
acter of a traveling fortuno-teller, Agnes

of the travelers as éither to dissuade them
from proceeding, or at_least, to induce them
topursue a different route, trusting' fo hor
own ingenuity for all that might 1ollow.
As they talked over these hasty plauns.
they wore little aware that every word of
their diafogue had been overheard by a
* thrird party, whose interest in the develop-
mentol'the scheme was bardly infevipr to
their own. Searce had the confederates dis-
appenred when Gilbert Iaesion stepped
-cautiously forth into the moonlighted space
justdeserted by them .
“I see it all,” he mutterc'd in deep
thought. ag bestrode rapldly in a different
that taken by Ihis son.
# Cameron's plan undoubtedly is to waylay
these Culihorpes, as they approach the Suw-
‘mit, and to dirip them of such documents
as they may have brought with them to
‘substantiate iheir elaims.  That he shall
not effeet 1f I can prevent it.”
He blew his whistle, and all st onee the
_glen scemsd alive with human forms. They
swarmed among. the trecs, they emerged
from bebiind tue rocks, they appeared to
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“ Disperse yourselves to the hest advan-
tage,” hesaid ; “let nota rood of soil ree
main unwatehed, for those come bere to-
mMorrow. morn whose presence bodes us L.
When it is time to act Il give the sign.
Three notes upon my hunting-horn will
summon w0 the rendezvous those within
call. Letthescoutsreport ag occasion may
arise. You, George, singling ot the 1ndian,
Jremain with me, ThL rest, disperse.”

In snother second Hueston and the In.
diaustood alona in the moonhﬂhtcu dell.

“ George,” snid ITueston, gravely, * you
have bewayed your trust, for the first time,
1L hope. SBhow me now by increased stien-

be relied upon.”

spirit.”” replied the Indian;in the most abe

Jjeet humiliation ot being delected. < No

can help when drunk.  Daw rascal den,”
“Then yor must shon that bad spirit,

your self-estedin herenfter.” - And ag: tley
walked on together he instructed the Win-
uchago asto lhepmbhe was to perlorm in
tis pians. - :
PPunctnal to the bour. Ezrn took his posis
tion ut the point agreed upon. 1le was not
tong kept waiting, for only a4 few momeonts
had elasped when a rude-looking girl, very
commonly clad, and carrying s baskes
cime suflling to"“ ard hin  Izra at fivst did
not recognize A-rnes wn the mngu!.u yeb ap-
propriate costume she had agswmed in the
tartherance of her plans, and was in sou
appreliension that their scheme might miz
carry. No time was now tobe lost,  Agnes
bhad, wilb grent diflicul surceceded in
eluding the susp:cions of her mother, under
pretense of visilinga friend who resided a
short distance’ from the Bummit, and, shoald
her absence be prolonged, it might lead to
discovery. Ider disguise sbe liad been
enabled toassume by making ber toiletin
the cabin of a trustworthy tenant of her
tathers, to whom she had rendered many
a service in need, and for the rest she
depended upon the companion she had
chosen.
Amid the silence and the solitude of the
fdrest Tzra Ilucston grasped his qompmﬁion’s
bridle, and led the way carcfully down the

r1se out of the very ground.

glope, not pausing to utter a syllable until

7 v e e et p ar

tion to my crders, how fuwur Iuith may

“It was no George—it was thc#b‘md five

and you will have no.oceasion lo part wieh
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they hiad reached a ravine konwn as the
Clove. thruga whish the uew road or
cutting Tl just been cartied. Whaen faliy
enmoloied aud graded this cut bade fair to
be w creat convenience to the laimers i
munl{::xctl‘ rers alongz its line, but at present
it wos Bl more than a ereat diteh or gully,
overhan,: by shant trees and great embinka
menis e which Yste rans had woshed
awiuay o ~ahl teney ot dirt to convert some
purtions ot the passage into a formidabie
guiagntre,  There were alvo fatlen ‘trees
across the rath, obstacles wlich occusioned
sowe disbonlty and delay in surmounting
Tverything about them was of so wild and
lone-ome @ character that even Apgnes
goaved as she was to do anything tha
lirht be necessary in the carrying out of
Ler plans, would have bhesitated ba b she
Been uniccompanied.  For some not ioe-
serw abie reasol, with him by ber side she

fear d nothing.

They ot 2long nevertheless remarkabiy
well, bat at lenmth o drop or two of 1ain
cased Fzva to fook up uncasily lLrom time
vo time at the  darkening sky.,  The wind
beuan 16 souzh heavily through the forest,
as throush the cordage of afleet of masts, not
stead.ly, but m irceaular sudden putly, the
unmistakable prefude 1o a temuest. A
erashing mneng the branches atltacted their
at'ention, and two or three anllered deer
with other ol the inhabilants of the wilder-
ness came fram the covert, and rusbed with
Leadtens speed inthe direction they were
pursuing. Skl Baa kept silent, neeeles
rating the gait of the Lorses, and urging
thiem to the utimost of their spe-d.

«You apprehend something,” said Agnes,
whose selt-posseasion had not deserted her.
w Pear wot, ¥zra. to trust yvour torebodings
to me. Those animals have not abandoned
their usuat haonts for wothing, A terrible
storm is approachimg.”

“ Yes, it1s close upon us,” replied Ezra
¢ hut 1o go back would only increase our

e e
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and, sure enotgh, saw there sufficient to

justify bis worst apprebensions. A huge

black cloud was rolling up slowliy over the

mountain's crest, leoking like a part of the

mountain itselr about to fall on thew, Trom

wliich ever and gnon issaed crimson tlashes,

tfollowed by a groaning and creaking among

the brancies, but as yet o thunder.  Two

or three crows, frightened from their nests,

flew by cawing above their heads. The

rain was gathiering fast and furious, a pele-

ing storm, and young Hueston fuupd it a

watter of no esmall difficulty to urge on

{lieir borses, W13 wihole mind coneentriued

apon the weltare of the gentle being wlo

bad given kim o noble a proof ot her preler-
ence.  Attimes the road narrowed untlit
beeame o mere gully, fitled with stoues and
sharp rocks, but tarticd they not in their
hurried flight even then.  Bome miracle
seemed 10 sustain the halt-fervified awimals,
and kept them from felling, The unpatural
eourage which had inspired Agnes ut the
putaet of the adventure was now (ast sub-
siding, and, despite the high purpose which
Iid ivspired her, she began almost to ree
pent haviug entered upon an undumkm”
s0 ragh,

The deep bass of the thunder now re-
verberated among the clefts and eaverns of
the wountain, while the road they were
following was tast Leing converted trom 2
mudly ditch into a roaring torrent. bearing
prushwocd and branelies of tiees and even
stones in 1ig tumulivous ceurse.  The foot-
ing. too, had become insecure ior the horses,
and they began to glip and stuemble in 8
munner that inspired a dread of their giving
out. Added to tnis, the thunder peals ind
tlashes of lightning were alinost inces=ant,
apd the imminence of the dagger was in-
creasing at every step. The water was
tising to the girths, and the destraction of
the couple seemed iacvitable.  Suddenly
{he ground shook and trembled. a boiow
murmrr. increasing alimost to o Lypman cry,

Aitticut 105, and by bard riding we may | issued from the gubterranesn abysses, fols

escupe them.™

“ 1 had mo stuch thought,” rejoined Ag- | dealening noise.

lowed by a thundering, El'.lﬁ’*’ig grinding,
The seens beeame darlg,

nes, eourazcously. < What are the dangers | and a portion oi the mountain, separating
o an carthly tempest, compared with those | from the rest, appeared to harl itseli upon

e arc trving (o avert trom cthers ™

the fugitives. A land slide bhad falien

Iler companton threw a hurried glance in | into the ravine i fow teet in their rear, and

tbe direction from whiclh they bad come, lthe walers sgbsided as suddenly as they

. bold buaccaneer riding tor life with the form

'thoual_) suiliciently exciting character, was

N\ ¢

HIAY

rose. Just then, o holt Hilline with o sfinte aronl, The driver lashed :

ling crash upon 2 tree ondy adew yusds
advance, Miss Catneron’s steed, becoming
umanageable, broke away trom Eara, and

darted away obliquely at the first openine

presented in the road, A timid ery escavel
her in her terror as the steed gushed away
over rocks und through quusmires, up dizzy
sieeps, and into frightiul ‘hollows—Cld
Roan needed not whip or smﬁ or bark ol
hound to quicken his tootsicjis that night.
It was as if g thowsand furies Were gondivg
Liw on trom belund, and Agnes Cameron,
with ber weak. trembling haad, might =s
well have sought to trammel o whirlwing.
Still, still they flew, the elements shout-
ing in mockery as they rode. At ouce a
vivid tlush, more brilliant than the rest, i
up the scene and disclosed o yawuning oull
direetiy in her path, and, ghmmnriug for 2
moment, hundreds of feet beneath her, the
lights of o village. The advenlurous Tirh
supposed her lust hour had come, and, with
2 muitered prayer, was about resigeing hier
soul to ils Maker, when a stroug arm was
twined abont her waist, and Kzra, leaping
forward, litted her from her seat just as the
(uhwhlul beast which bore her was top
pling over the precipice. A single wild
cry slartied the echoes as the animal dis-
appeared, and then all sense deserted her.
Fazea lilted his precious burden tenderly
to lus own sead, covering her shrinking
form with his cloak, that no rain might
reach her, and proceeded on his journey,
pretiy well exhausted aftor bis chase. Iis
daring, inpotaous spirit wag in its clement,
and he could almost fancy himself some

of the loved one clasped in lhis cireling
arms.  In this caze the reality and the ro
mance were closely allied, and our hero I
his hancs about as full at that moment us
any lover of adveuture could have desired.

In the meantime, at ancther part ol the
road, anotber gcena of a less romantiec,

transpiring.  Some miles below, a lumbe) -
ing, nud-begpatterea  vehicle, contuining
two persons, had been clantbering the steep
ascent, and was getting wlong fanously in
spiie ol the elements, when a fouder peal
than ugual stunned the air, preceded by o
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and shouted,
the thunder pealed, and the Lorses, teking
fright, plunged ab a break-neck pace adown
the steep. Bueh a procee ding could Lave
but ene result, and in less time than i HEE]
tiken o record it, the vobicle lay a shat-
tered mass ab the loot of an embankment,
in the'inidst of g running stream, and ougp
two travelers, with the driver, were wudine
conigsedly ashore, amid sgch g Hatinpubala-
lion of the elements as is seldom heard 1
any but mountainons regions.  Lackily, in
the heirht of their terror, the guids discoy-
ercd a light, which proved to prageed from
o dislant hostelry, and to thiz the tired
waytarers were speedily conveyed,

These were two travelers, Gorshom and
Btacy Catthorpe, father and son, speculators
of note trom the distant city, who Lind just
come info those parts with-the view ol he ne-
ftting their pocikets by tne improvement of
wild lands, In accordance willh the inriicu-
fars of & schewe laid down by Jadee Cane
eron and his colleagues. They werk men
of means, and every action indieated . i
Ligh sense of the honor conferred by them
in visiling the locality known .as The
Summit.  Here a fremendous fire was
roaring, for the especial comfort of a number
of weather-bound travelors, in the great
chimney-place, in one corner of which the
Calthorpes, while waiting  (heir supper,
were gpecdily made comfortible.

Theyun 10 which our waylarrs iad been
conducted occupied a coinmanding pesition
clloseiy adjoining  the old  wnd Dbelrer
freguented road which lod to the Semit
and the fertile disiricts beyond, and was wwe
only sim.lar place of shelter wikin a eir-
cumterence of mony miles. 1t was an
antiquated edifice, bulit oi Duteh briek, and
baving on owe of its euds the year 1500 in
great ron letters, covspicucusly dis o l.]‘,’Ld
in e form of iron clampz, whicl served
the additional purpose of keeping the hriek-
work together.  Tlie root was covered with
shingles, and painted red: the Luavus and
outhouses shone fortlr in the same brillingg
culor j and cven the old well box and ifs
covering had been painted red, teo.  The
window casings were small, lmvm” 11 ek,
diminnive bull’s-eyed pance sed in leaden
sockets, and the whole was, wien viewed

fash that lighted ibe country for miles

from without, the most clieerless jooking



i’\

46 CEDAR

tencinent fir a traveier’s rest imaginable
Tai- want o comiort applied, howeyer, to
the vxtertar enly. Within everything was
s choeril and inviling as in some oi our
gpden bid tlown guayansaries everything is
sedemn and  forbidding.  'Fhe rooms were
sl peatly papered and  wainseotted the
Lels  werg old-fashioned  mountaing  of
inzary, into whics you clambered by the
ai:l ot a chiair; while the public room, with
it~ oo [ eneer, was a very paradise for the
weary and hungersstricken, Even a ity
sybariie, @s far as essentials co, mighe
fiet ke uweme ol his  wishes realized
here, vor ask for more. Trout Irom
the neares breok, birds from the meadow,
vezelable luxaries leesh from a tecming
gar iy, with atl ihat a city table @’hote can
boast, save and cxcept o few superfluous
Gelieaci-a, distinguisled The Rizsing Star”
at e tnne we speak of ; for it was a kind
ot ceuiting puint in the county, and the
pabtes o ralway ofiicials and covernmend
appostitees en route were niazingly fond of
tHa citlsine.  llere commpany committees ate
and -irani, nnd Iyvceums debated ; here poli-
ticians distussed, * laid their -wires” and
wade merry ; awd hére on cecasions the
corenvr di-patehed his sotemn duties or the
disttict padge beld bis sittings,  The place
resoumde | with the buzz of conversation, iu
which the voice of n ceitain Protessor
Groubb, wsort ol traveling phvsician, ¢hirop-
olis, and clarvoyant, was sbarply con-
ghrenous.  There, alse, was a thick-head=d
bt eoodenatinred Pirmer by the pame of
Aoplebes, vl had amasséd a baodsome
comnetence by the improveinents of agri.
ealt e, ana was abont as unpromising a
s i of THSHe iZneriLee amnd obiduraey
a< o 1nosdern philosapher eould well bave
trie- 1 Liis vand upoa.  The tricks and mar-
voloots Jeremls of the protessor not only seld
L~ o piams bat kept the table in a roar.
(aels owere inirodoced for the benefit of
tho=e wha tdesirel them, and all dispozed
thesi-clyes with a view to cowmtoert, The
Cnarpea nione were reserved andd unenm-
weier cve, Long fumitiarity with eity Lite
anl monners bad veeht them to believe
e, the extnbition of anything like o tecling
olinterest in their kKind was not © genteel”
iz nonle gentiment hal by desrees ex-
tonded diselt to their own domestic rela-
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tions. and, accordingly, after their repast
had been removed, Stacy and the «oid
man,” as he called him, disposed {hems
selves in epnosite corners of the fireplace,
wherp ‘he latter was steadily absorbed in
bis c&:‘rumng devoiions—reckonivg for the
twentictlh i from a memorandmin-book
wlich he always earried the current items
ol expense—wlhile his dutiful Loy, with his
Bbands deeply sintfed in his pockets and his
chair tilted, sat forming mental pictures,
consisting ot bunlks and rouleaus and money
bazs, and their own sharp-nosed money
porter, Grubling, from the cver clixnging
cmbers—catching occeasionally a fragment of
thie conversation thut was b:ing cirried on
at the table.

The grextest violence of the storm appear-
ed to bave spent itself, aud the eard-players
were grown to be so absorbed in their play,
that the snorine of the obese landlord, Zach-
ary Stubbs, and the tickinzs of the great
old-fastiioned clock in the passage, which
was about to tell midaignt, were heard
mingling fogether in bappy unison.

Suwldenly the clemental uproar rose again
with wilder vebemence than ever, and was
even outdone by a thundering series of
kknocks on the door, which had been locked
lor the night. BSoeh as were still awake
tooked up from the table, but nobody
moved. T'he sepernal mfluences aroused
by Professor Grubb had not as yet subsided
and every one seemed afraid to =tir. IChe
host either was oy seemed to be in a deeper
slumber than Dbetore. The Calthornpes, of
ceurse, would not compromise thewr dig.
nity.

# Hallo, there, within ! shoufed the man
who was on the wrong side of the door.
“ Are you all dead that you don't hear
me ¥ .

“ What's that 27 asked Siubbs, suddenly
springing up-  “ 1 never open my house at
this hour of the night {or wny one--cvery-
body knows that.”

“ Don’t you!” retorted the voice. ““Then
T'll open it tor you!”

And, sulling the action to the word, he
threw bimsclt heavily against the balf rot-
ten paopels, which yielded with a erash thag
almost drowned the petds of the thunder.

“ Feyday. hevday ! exelaimed §lubbs,
wratitully. « This is burglury ! I'l take
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of you—TI11—" But Stubbs stopped shoert
in his trothing as Ezra Hueston, bearing in
his arme the dripping and almost insensible

“figare of a wowan, burst into the apart.

ment. At this apparition the tavern-keeper
was s0 ¢ntirely deprived ot speech that he
ceuhil only sland and stare with all his
might at the intruders. :

“Why do you stand there all agape,
man ¥ asked Ezra. , “Don’t you see I bear
o woman, waywarn and famting ¥ And
you, gir, who seem to be taking it 30 cosily
in the coruer,” addressing himselt to Stacy.,
wlie glanced superciliously at them through
his wyeglass, » you'll oige me by sunrche-
rendering your seat ior a f2w moments to
this Iady.”

“ Lowdy--nw 1 gneered  Stacy, coolly.,

“Aw've puid for my accomodations und
aw fh’tl not stir.”

Whatever else e might have been about
to suy was strapgled ont. of him by Bzra,
who prowptly scized him by the white
neckelotli—in this instunce it really proved
u choker—and suddealy hurled him across
the room and intg the very midst of the
card-players, whose tricks, trumps, and
honors {lew about the space with a sharp
corney tor every eye within peliet shot.  In
& thrice Euzra lad installed bis precious
burthn in the seat from  which Stacy Cal-
thorpe had been cjected, and was rmme-
dintely ioal {0 consciousness of evorvibing
save hier conditien and wants.  Sevieg that
a femule was in the cuse, Grubb and his
companions beugnu to sbow their gallantry
by proffeting their services. the farmer offer-
ing to tnle care.ot her while Ezea conferred
aside with (he Iandlord.

« Host,” said Stacy, making a movement
to tullow them, 33 this the muuner in
which vou suilfer your gu-sts to ke treated 9,

HUE—ir ¥ stmumered Stubbs, with a wink
of inteitizence ut Stacy.
©Whv, Lindloxd, this must br—"
sue of the firsl g=memen in tiie goun-

s

¥ replicd Btubbs, in absolute despera-
tion.

“ A word in your ear, my friend,” inter-
rupied Lzra, in a low buat distinet voice,
beneath which the cily y uth lost the littie
spuni that remwined with him.  * Althowoh
the Insall which you just oered that laEly

—thai lady, 1 icpeat —is unpardonable, yet,

in my anxiety for her, I should have entire-
Iy torgotien the occurrence. bhad you uot
persisted in remindiog me of it.  Attempt
to interfere wich me now, or in any way to
annoy me, and I'll take you by the neck,
like the heartless whelp that you are, and
fling you fortia 1o finish the nighion a dung-
lull ’

Stacy instantly became invisible,

Eza, who appeared to be os wuch at

- Lome here as in his tafher's cabin, retred a

few moments, earnestly conversing with
the innkeeper. IYotheinlerval the remains
ing cceupants of ihe place, with the excep-
tion of Stacy and old Gershom, were asvd.
uous in their attentions io bis youug clinrge
—who, by the way, huda very presossess-
ing cowntenunce, fringed, bowever, by a
quanlity of coarse red hair, and wuas very
pininly, even shabbily, attired. It must ba
wdmitied that young IHaesion’s characler
for moraltty had not improved by the occur-
rence, the whole afluir being Jooked upon
asan elopement, if not someihing wosse.

As she came slowly back to ber senses the '

girl’'s mind seemed to wander, and vurious
incoherent expressicns lell irom her lips.
¢ He will not do it I’ she mutlered.  * He
dare not do it! Te shall not!  Ile never
yet dyed his hands in munan blood | At
what is that 1 see —a corpse—und bleed-
g, too ! Undig the grave, I say ; uvowind
the shrond I am net cne of them ! That
face —’tis Calthorpe’s facc—and he the
murderer " )

¢+ No, no!” shouted Caliborpe, jumping
from his chair and nearly wumbling heads
foremost into the fire; **it’s mo such thing!
I never strrck a man in the whole course
of existence. She wants to extort money,
but she won’t get & penny from jna.”

¢ 1Ial wy friend | An assassin, eh?” said
Grulb, erasping Gershom by the collar so
unceremouiously thal: the old mun's eyes
looked as it they were ready to drop out on
the floor.  Astounded ab the complication
into which affuirs were resolving them-
selves, Stacy exbibited hisTiliad affection by
sucaking into the recesses of a window,

_where a cartain concealed bim from view:

A echange seemed to come over the mied’
of tha dreamer.  After slowly surveying
every , corner of the room, she suddenly

! started up, and, clugping her hands before
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her eyes, scemed striving o shut out some
terrible sight. ) ’

* Let me hence! I will not be the wit-
ness of such deeds, even though it were
my father.’

“ What—what do you see ¥ asked the
hall-scared W hiffet, breathlessly.

“1 see-the awful future !”  And a par-
oxysm seemed all ab once Lo seize her, so
that if became necessary to torce her back
inLo the chair,

A clairvoyant I” exclaimed Grubb. YA
clairvoyunt and & medium, too, I'li bet my
money ! 1 kuow ihe symptoms. Young
womau, it ynu are disposed to entcr into an
cngigement —

“ Yes—I keow you well,” she ccmtiuued,
tixing her ¢yes upou Grubb, who, somebow,
or other,-cid ot like the scruliny.  *¢ Arte.
mas Prenehe, forper and bank robher, lov
whom b rere waits an empty cell at Auburn,
is not the man 1o lose his idemily so read-
ity."”

“ How's (his 2 -said a short, stout mwan ot
her elbow, who had been one of the cad-
players, ** A clairvoyant, did you say ¢
This B o serious matter and must be locked
{zen-
tlemen, as deputy shoeriff of the adjoining
county, L charge you to arrest the person
accused 7 ‘ -

* Nonsense 7 retorted Grubb., * You're
a pack ol nuwskulls to take the ravings of
a lanalic womanin earmest,”

“ Dida't you say just now that she wag a
clairvoyaus and perlectly reliable 7 usked
tie official, reddemmg,. -

@ Clairvoyant, humbug U Bue’s no more
& clairvoyunl than you are. And if she was,
you cught to be sharp enough to know that
the thiney iiscit is a gross imposture,”

“ Why, i’s part of your cilling 1"

“ Al hawumbug, gentlemen. Bui why
shoulduw’t a man make his hiving as wel! by
once made ol trickery as another ¥ 1Is Brutus
worse Lhan Antouy ? or, in other Swords, is
Whillet worse than Barngm ¥

The professor’s inpuadence was abvout
brbging bim ofl in trinmph when sonse-
body—another numskull, of coursc—sug-

“mosted that the shert® carvied wbont him a

prioted bamdbill, und i he (FProtessor Grubh)
and Artemas ffrenche were one it wos casy
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seribed in the cirenlar as wearing o wig,
wlereupon the carroty locks of the pro-
tossor were uncerentoniously removed, snd
there, without guestion, were the iron gray
bairs—closely cropped by otlier hands than
those of thie fashlonuble barber—of Frenche,
tue forger,

Sceing that further éonecalment was use-
less, I'renche abruptly broke Joose from his
thnkl captors and made an extraordinary
dash for the window. Iu s sccond ke bhad
lorn away the curtain, vaulled upon tose
shoulders of the terrifled Stacy, and daited
through the sash,  Que or twe show sulated
the during atrobat as ho disappeared trom
view. At the smmne moment Kzra and the
bost returned to the roow, and, scelny old
Gershom rolling and kicking on the floor,
the Jatler was convineed thab he wus the
victim. -

“ A man shot ! the reputation of my house
gone forover,” exelaimed Stubbs, wringing
his Lands.

“Damn me, sir! it never had any,” said
Stacy.

“There's no life logt, at all cvcuts,” said
Ezva.

“No, but the rewsrd is,” growled, the
sheritk.

“ Agnes you are ot hurt?' w !uspelu]
Bazra, approaching Ler.

Q) such dreams as 1 bave bad, Ilara,
My head is dizzy with them yet.  Ithauehl
I had seen the Calthorpes murdered, anl
tlien what followed, b but faintly remamber,
but that there was some troulle abon. a
clﬁirvoy:mt and a forser, and the repoit of
fivcarins—-uah | there be is amoin!” gha
cried, a3 Qershom rose lo lis teol, *“'tis he
—he sume I saw in my vision——lle very
gae ! '

¢ Don't let that man go, at any rule,” said
(he sheriff, “if we caw't caich o bank-
breaker, we'll maybe neb an assussiv, and
perhaps there’s a resvasd for Lin, as \vcil 43
the other.”

“0, sir,” Agnes exelaimed, adyadacing
with clasp hands towards Gershom, By
Culthorpe, 1t that, indeed is your name—dlo
not go by the new cuf, as you value your lile
There are evil mon wbout, anl you are
marked for a vigtim.”

¢ T,ord have merey upon :me,” muuthled

to ldewtily buw, inasmuch as he was de-

Gershiow, *T'm a nisersble old man; why

‘ous and beyond comnrehension.
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‘wasn’t I orn te poverty! A rich man’s head

nowadays s only  target tor pistol practice.
1t saves the expense of B shooting gullery, I
suppose.”’ 5

¢ I'his isp’t & murderer, then?” asked the
sherifl, zngrily, for he saw he was about to
be cheated of anotlier ofticial job.

“No; but it iso't your fault, thai I'm

“not,”” meuned Gershom.

“Gentlemen,” said Agpes, in o fhanner
which lent importunce to her words, “you
may-think of me wlhat you please, but that
which I say, is érue ; the lives of Gershom
Calthorpe and Lis gon are threatened, Lot
thém talee the old roud to the Summit in-
stead ot the one they propose, and the peril
whiell meuaces them may be avoided.” ]

% 8tubbs,” quoth the puray little sheriff,
wiping his perspiring face with his couat
tail Jor want of 8 handkerchicf, just as he
uruslly wiped bis wouth with his sleeves,

—*Stubbs, do you know auyt!ung oi‘ this
young woman 2"

Stubbs was making up bis mouth to deny
all knowledue of her, but at the moment he
¢wght the eye of Kzra ueston, and he

Cglammere]—

“Bomewlat, sir—thai is, yes, very well.
Lvery oue wmust have-heard of Jenny Baker,
the ¢lairvoyans and somnuambool.,  You ean
bet your life on whatever ghe says. What
abhe predicts will come true ag gospel,
always,

It may be all yight,” grunled the sherifl,
“ but it a3 well to make cer laln—miaybe she
Weurs a wig, too.”

The peril of Agnes was imminent, it
seemed as 1f nothing could prevent a dis-
covery, whoen Inzra interfered.

*Was it not through her foresight that
you discovered the ident:ly of F I‘wuche, the
forgur?” be asked.

*Well, Tiweust own ap to that,” rejoined
the shorifl,

“How then can .you doubt that she is
telling the truih 1a this instance 7™

“Btubbsz,” said the sherilf, “the events of
this nighi are miraculous; we must look to
this business. [4is certainly very mnysteri-
Geatle-
men,” he added, addressing Gershom and
Stacy, who botl stood trembling before the
personification of justice, “you may be
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rate, 1 have no good grounds for detaining
you, 80 you may go, and in my howble
opiuion the sovner you do 5o the beller.
In ehis place thiere's no telling whas tam
things way tnke. If you desire, vou muy
huve 2u escort to the Summit, but I woulds'
auswer for your escort.
me you wilk follow that woman's advice
and take the old road. Im down on all
new tangled notiong, dnd always; opnosed
the new cnt from the Doeinning., VWhat's
lier name? Hpraker, Baker, Buisy, or
Jonny, which is it?” beginuing to make a
wemorandum in his diary,

The Calthorpes pretended to coincide
with the sberill, but, fearing a trap, they
decided to slick to the new cul—claicvoy-
ande and animal magoetism to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

Morning having dawned by this ti[iw,’
Liorees were procured for the wavdlers, the
host having no vehicle that e would pars
with except at & price that frightenel the
egonomicul cits; and Gershom and Slaey,
huving higeled over their reckoning and fine
ally paid it, departed. The sheriff, after
doing the polite in the way of a treat all
"round, departed too, with an enhanced ides
of his own importance, accompanicd by s
crouies, 10 hunt up Artemas Krenche, ledv-
ing Ezra-and his fair charge the ou]y oceul
pants of the inn. '

Most fortunate did it heppen for Ezrs and
his companion that fale bad directed them'
[ 10 » house leept by a member of the brother-
hood A lew words of explunation during
Lhe shorg time of their withdrawal had suf-
ficed Lo acquaint the host with a portion of
hiz designs, nor, much as he was disinclined
to mix himselt up in the matter, durst the
latter retase. It was this circumstance
alon« that had saved Agnes Cmnewn {rom
eXposure.

All the next day, did nghy Doclittle,
FDeputy Shertlf of Wildbriar County, de-

Frenehe. Tlis exertioliy id bohall of the

for whose recovery no rewards lhad been
oftered nd been known to slip through hig
fingers at olber times, .and. rumor even
went s0 far as Lo iosinuate that he had re-

houest mew or you may be rogues; at any

ceived more than one golden bribe for his

It you think with -

vote toa search for the ubsconding Artemas

course of justice on this occasion were im-"
mense, altuourh twenly escaped culprits’
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jabaurhm tiie chase after some hows of un-
T

Auers ot iz beels. .some of whose shols

‘upon which Waldbrine County prides itself,

.the parson down to the farrier, bt knows

& " y
Lfheaves ” and “stagpers.” Ina tew mo-
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apparent stupidity. They were about to
Temitting but fraitiess toil, and had just
turned info & well known public house just
across the line forsomelbing wherewith to
refeesh tho {.ner man, when whom shoulid
they see buk tue idemtical object ot théir
search, in the very act of paymg for his
own enlertainment.

Au officer was down upon him in the
twinklibg of an cye, and was down upon
the sanded floor in another, with a hole in
fuis ribs which he did not get over for a
twetvemontli,  In the confasiou which pre-
vailed Frenche had darted through the
crowd, feaped on the first horse he came
across, and, dushing down the road like a
gast of wind In the equinox, rgain made off,
bul this time with hulf a dofen eagor par-

whistled by, but die not touch him.
If there is anything more thaw another
it is horseflesh. There 18 not a man, from

all abyut and is deep 1n the scereis of wind-
galls aond spasms, and echillblaing, and

ments dozens more were mounted and fly-
ing iu( ot pursait, not at all ount of anxiely
to apprehend the culprit, but to sec the race..
And there they finally paused on the brow
of a Lill where they had reined in their
steeds, sirainivg their eyes to keep in view
the movements of Artemas TFrenche, wlLosc
secdy cloak was for a long time seen flap-
Pingn the breeze as he thundered dovwn
the slope, through a patcl of scrub oak,
across o leld of wild oats. over a small
bridge with a single arch. nnd was finallv
lost to view in a wood which skirted tbe
river lying beyond, his pursuers fast gain-
ing on himus he flew, and the crowd of
8pectatora hurraing and shouting, and het-
ting and waving thelr hats, as st a genuine
race.

“1'N go you pdollar he wing it,"— I'll go
you five hie don’t,”—+Suppers for the party,
Frenche Is taken,” —¢ The sorrel mare for-
ever,” —41'll bet all my money on the bob-
talled horse!” and. such. sportsmenlike
sounds followed the chase, like the running

accompaniment of an operatic orchestra.
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When the pursuers enined the forest they
found the “ winning horse,” but they tound
no Frenche. e had to all shyg'wing taken
to the river and was by this tivie either safe
m the wools on the opposite side, or
stretehad on his back with an offen eoun~
tenance at the bottom.

CHAPTER XIIL
IN TOW IANDS OF TIIE PIILISTINES

Their first experiences among the * hon-
cst yeotnanry of the country?—as their ta-
vorite Conservalive newspaper aclighted to
(erm them—hbad somewhat disheartened
Gershom and Stacy Calthorpe, who, in re-
sluming  their wearisome  journgy, were
more than half-inelined (o zbandon the ex-
pedition at' once and 1o leave the {aslk of
inspecting the lands to therr Tiwyer—their
chiel object being to see whelber they were
really worth gowmg (o law aboat, before
enlering upon an ocean of expendilure that,
after all, wight not be warnanted by its
value, To tell the truth, woghey were
beginnipg to entertain s dogutil the coun-
Lty tor leaguss was in the actual possession
of a people who woula receive cvery new

comer ag an intruder, and tread bhim aceord- -

ingly, Asthe “cul” becane narrower, the
torest more denge, and the sky more threat-
ening at overy asiep, the litle show of
courage with whicl the travelers had left
the tavern became more. and more foings
Their guido wag & villainous-looking fellow*
the services of the Celric gentleman being
dispensed with whom they had cngared at
the suggestion of Bubbs as a last resonrece,
with the equivoeal recommendation that be
was ‘just tho one tor their purbose it they
looked sharply aiter him.™ and wuch could
not, of cowrse, be "expected in that guarter,

“It wns very foolish of us, after all, to
slight that old booby’s offer ot an escort,”
suid Stacy, sfter & silence that had continued
many minutes, “although it i3 doubtlul if
ihey would not have been tne fivst to turn
against us if they bad thought we possessed
enough to render it worth their trouble. I
wish we were well ol b this scmpe, at all
hazards.”?

R

, acter, L shull be off, and leave you to your,
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«Tt was your doing, the whole of it,” vo-
ptied the repentant Gershom. “Ii it had
not heen for your youthiul impetnosity and
romantic disposition, I might at this mo-
ment hiave been seated in my own quiet
office, lea¥ing others to do the work that I
pay them for doing.”

“ Now, governor,” said Stacy, *if you
persist in such aspersions against my char-

reflections for the rest of the way up the
mountain.”

“[ did not mean to accuse you, Stacy,”
replied the ofd man, meekly.

«You didn’t mean. to. but you did it{”
wag the bullying response, which came
natural, considering the nature of their
surroundings, “Hver since- we started
youw've-been raking up some fault to find
with me—to quict your conscicnce, I sup-
pose. No onc has ever tbought of repre-
senting me as romantic or enthusiastic be-
fore, sir 1"

“ Ruffiand this to your father!” whim.
pered Gorshom, with his face in his hand-
kerehiel.

indeed, no one had ever perpetrated such
an ubsurdily as o accuse bis son of senti-
ment. Reared only in what is called the
lap of luxury, and accustomed to nothiog
more arduous than the dulies of a fashiona-
ble anlomaton, everything bearing the sem-
blance of natkral emotion had been so well
crushed out of Slacy Calthorpe ifrom his
birth that had even if the car of Jugegernaul
rolled over him it is probable he would
buve sal yp and leoked after it with his
quizaing-glags—in  that - vaeant,  open-
motihed way of his—had he been able.
Tue asking of a simple piece of informa-
tion, it Lhe questioner wers a stranger, drew
{rom bim a supeccilious stare, and the ex”
hibition of any weakuess but a talent for
malwg money be regarded as highly un-
genteel, and, therefore, to Le. avoided.  As
hus' perents had reaied him so he had proven
—30 faithful to their teachings in every

respect thabat the age of tweunty be had no.

superfivous  affection to bestow on them,
having concentrated it all upon his own
daleciable person.  With these “advan-
tages” Stacy was now about us heartless
and ag insensible to oatward impression as

old acquaintances ;
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They had not proceeded very far or their
way before the clatter of loofs behind
ihem caused the travelers to look round in
fvesh alarm. A 1oughilooking personage
carrying & pitehfork and a scylhe over his
shoulder, was rapidly comngup, apparently
using every exertion to overtake them. As
he came alongside he saluted thew court-
eously, but gruilly, and wag passing om
much to their relief, when their guide

hailed him. The stranger stopped with a

word of surprise. He and th_{:‘ guide were .
they had whipped off
many a stalkk of whent together. The offer
of adraw from the flusk of the guide ce- .
mented the friendship as once. The greas
sutiziavtion with which this reunior scemed
to inspire them put the Cualthorpes on net-
tleg, especially ag, from the tact of the new-
comer looking baclk oceasionally, the con-
versution evidently ran upon them. '

The day wore along without any unusunl
occurience, and there was every indication
ot another storni, while the lnner mau put
torth strong signs of dissatisiaction al the
protouped fast. The road was now little
mote thar & narrow ravine, overhung by
tall trees and choked Dy dead liwbs, antil
ey come to the barrier formed by the
“debris of tha landshide which hiad 30 neatly
overwhelmed Xzra Hueston and hiy com-
paniop. Blacy liked the look of things less
gad less. At lenath be ventured to repri-
mand the guide for nis tardiness.

 You teld us,” ho said, *“that we should
be at lhe Summit by noon, and here it i8
nearly dusk and no prospect of beiny near
one's journey's sud that 1 see. 1lon’t you
-mpp(m people have slomachs, fetlow 277

wPerhaps you're divsat siled,” retortéd
the guide, in a 0ANNRET WOTE uucivil than Lie
had lLerctotore used towasd either.

»It's mot 8 gquestion of pussinlity, my
grood feliow ; fife are dcmdguly displeased

road. Can you tell us now whoa we sanll
be at the Snmwit??
« Haye you the timé about you? Mayhap
1 eould suess.”
Without thinking,

{ob his reh gold rcpeatu
on my cousciencs I"* he exclanmed, m sui-

Staey, dvew trom his
“ frive o'clock

pristd.

one of his fathier's pen-wipers.

wYow're quite wrong, bt;l()_)’ H sa.uj Cal-

L

at the idea of heing keptso long Wipon oar |
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thorpe, who prided himself on being cor-
rect; © it wants [ul! tea minutes of it by my
Tubins,” producing it as he spoke.

Quick a+ the thought their time-pieces
were suitched trom their bands, Gershom
bring nearly dragged from his horse in the
struszle. The gulde and bis confederate
hearing footsteps approaching, rode yuickly
ol with thicie Looty.

* Conlusivn I mattered the leader, as they
stopped at some distance t¢ cowmparce notés
and exumine their booty; *we have had
ali our trouble for nething. Where are the
papers

= SBafely strapped to the horse of young
Caltborpe, in the other purtmanieau, aud
by tLis time Heaven knows where,” repiiced
a vorce which sounded like Guarstacker's
X precious couple of blockheads we have
proved curselyes.”

Hardly bud Stucy and bia senjor been icft
to themselves when some two or fhree per-
sous emerged in great haste frem the oppo-
site underbrush.  These were no othier than
Hueston and some of his friends. with
whom be bad hastened o the gpot for the
purpose ot derendicg the dravelers and ex-
posing Lis old ensmy, Cameron—a doulbile
stroke well worthy of his long-cherished
desire fur revenge,

“1 fear we are too lale,” said Hueston,
losking round him with great chagrin ;
“they have either not been here, or bave
pizsed on before. Yetl thought I heard
vuteries from this direction.”

A zrunt trom Gershom at this moment
drew atiention to the victims, who were
tymz upan their backs among the briars,
unable to make an exertion.

*The deed is done, then. Poor wretches!
their first experience in backwoods life is
not of @ very agreeable kind, Unbivd them
some one. I tirustthey are not hurt.”

Immediately on feeling himsell touched
Gershont beman ancw to shout and roar,
wuile Stacy, speechless and shivering from
friglet, subinitted more guictly.

At this stage of the matter Digby Doclit-
tle and his posse arrived to add to cxisting
eatangiements, for, sceing Grlbert in act to
unbund the travelers, and led by Caithorpe,
cries to suppose that he had perpetrated Lhe
outrare, he funcied himself at last secure of

CLIFF.

“What do you stare at, man ?

man,
“In the name of the luw,” saud the

Calthorpes,

the amplest redress that it might bs in his
power to afford. Ile took them from the
dismal hotel in which they had found
~lielter, and ingisted upon their becoming
iig guests during the remainder of their
stay, pending the setilement of the legal
claim, ollering either to compromise or sur-
render the property immediately on being
convianced ol its justice. In slort, he acted
Liis purt with such- consummate tact that
Lotk the Calllhorpes were constrained ip
pronounce Lum a gentleman.

On ihe tollowing day tue missing valise,
papers and all secure, was returned to
them through a mysterions soﬁrcc—jusﬁ in
{ime {o obviate the necessity of offering a
reward—having been found by Bzra Hues-
tont, who, misguided by Gershom’s cunning,
liad toliowed up the old road with a view $0
his nrotection.

Mr. Cameron wished to testify his sincer-
ty by attending at once 10 the little bit of
criminal practice which chaoce bad thrown
in his way. He proceeded at once to the
Jail, expeeling to find some of his conteder.
ales in quod, but nothing can depict his as-
fonishitnent and delight when he found the
elder Jlueston and two of Lis intimates
there instead.

“Now, sir, this is a somewhat highe
tanded vroceeding,” Lie shid, as the prison-
¢r was ushered into hig private ollice. “ A
most audscious robbery, dand blocd might
have been shed, too, Lad it not been for the
timely inierierenee of that worthy oflicer
who prevented the copsunumation of your

B *juu” that would pay.

plans. What do you say to all this#*

Cannot
you come here?’ asked llueston, with an
astonishing decree of assurance for a guilly

depuly, cauttously, “I—that is we-—sume
men you tolsy down youlr arms.peace-

Cu the following day Sguaire Cameron
made lus appearance, a8 unexpectedly. ay-
rived from a tedious journcy, and was, of
course, dreadfully indignant on being in-
formed of the mishuaps that had Uelalleu the
On this oceasion _he obiained
great credit for the magnranimity of bis dis-
position, for, elthough the errand upen
which they had come was not of the most
friendly character, yet they should receive
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“You p]\:ly the bully well, Arthur Cam.
éron, when no one kuows better that your-
self which is the real culprie.”

© v Bully, to me!” exclaimed the magls-
"trate 1n unfeigned mdignatiom. < Well,
“gvelil this is ardly the way io sccure our
lenicucy.” : .
« Your ieniency, like yoursclf, I despise.
» This aslovishment may changs o a moe
" lenient lceling when you learn that the
" whole sceret of  your base designs against
the Calthtorpes is knowan to me, and that it

-

CLITF. 03
“ Before the respectability ol the township
wio would he bLelieved between ug?  le-
wefber, iv is Ly mwy sufterunce that you
have st o bome within the disirict, ana
tlat you have a paramcnnt interest in pre-
ventng (he inlrasion of seitlers who weuld
4 fuviliold ones gaiued, drive you forth ot
the district & louseless, homeless hegpgar.
As fur me I bave bub just returned from &
jotrney, while the circumstances uwuder
which you were found in”€he forest would
jusiify more than a suspicion. Come, acy

. was for/ the purposc ot thus confrouting you
© that, al Lousl I had foree at hand sufticient
-1 to defy arvest, [ suffered mysell o be taken

% m custody.

3 Atthis unexpected dencuement, despite
his bravado, the guilly magistrate guailed
hefore is denouncer; but he had still one

i relupe—as yepall was mere guess-wo.k with

i regard to hig participation in Calthorpes’s

! mis!orl,uucs,\:nud wag not Gilbert iorgiv-

Pl

i

1
3

i ing .
' wYou go too far, Gilbert, indeed you c“lo'.“
i he managed 0 (%ﬂmmer ; "y visit at this
! momenl, while you are so eely toading me
[

% own libgraion.”

-§ “ Yes—in orfer that you may sercen
|

H

H

reluse.”” .
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with reproached, has but one object—your

¢ Phings must then take their course,”
said Cameron, regaining Lis assurance. P

cept iny offer, and as there moy mnot be
friendship, let there be peace between us."”

“Beit so. Time has soltened the asperily
of feeling. Let the hatehet be buricd until
there is need (0 reswae it."”

“ We understand each other. Hence-
forth, in me you behold a coadjutor. With,
out, there! I[testore. this geutlewan and
the others to liberty,” he stid to the officer
who entered - “Lam sabisfied upon exain-
ination that they bhave been unjustly sus-
pected.”

An uproar in front of the jail drew the
wily magistrate’s attention to the window.
A crowd had collected, and Hueslon was
received with an enthusiasm amounting to
frenzy. 1t was work of Ezra, who had
detlermined, if

&

ther means would not an-"
4 yoursel{ from the inevitable consequences|.wop to tear bis father by force from the
it ot your own rascality. Supposel should| .ol in which he had been Incarceraled.

™

“
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CITAPTER XIV.
A SEANCE AXD 5 WARNING.

A crisis had now arrived which would
call for the exercise of all the wily trickster's
inrenuity, and he set ahout the concoetion
ot new schewes to meet it with coolness and
deliberation.  ©'This is failure the first,”
he reflected that night, as ke paced his li-
brary, revolying new plans for the over-
throw ot Caltherpe’s designs against him.
“We must now essay another policy. This
Buit may be mancuvred as it 15, and ihen,
it may not. Let us sce if soine means may
nol be devised to keep it from coming (o &
trial at atbl”

All hig arts and blandishments weres now
exeried Lo luil the suspicions of hig gucests
and induce them to postpone the eXecntion
0t their purpose, until he had sacceeded in
possessing himselt ot the documcutary evi-
denve whicn they cuarded with such jenfous
care. It was not long U

Inw- | ing the subject of an especiul dissertation, -
yer bald become acquainted with o p? ut what cared she Calthorpes? Did théy, i
inant trait in the character of each. This cir city instingts and high-wrought |

Fas, on the part of Gershem Calthorpe, a
deeided toaning towards superstition; the
old wan, shrewd enough in ordinary affairs,
being observed 10 swailow even the most
marvelous stovies that mizht be leveled at
hiwm, to the gres! amusement of his tormen-
tors, who took a delight in nlaving upon
this weakness, On the part ot Stacy the
failing lay in a very sasceptible iittle frag-
ment of heart, which led Lbim to suppose
that every woman who looked at Lim was
inspired with a tender passion which he
felt it to be Lis imwmediate duty to return.
Vpon these idiosyneracies My, Camercn
proceeucd 10 work.

For some days the Calthorpes were not
abie 1o go about at all, and this atforded
Mr. Cameron an excellent opportunily to
bezin s ‘operations. Gershowy was at-
tacked with a severe tis of rireumatism, and
Stacy, in rheir lute ynhappy adventure, had
recerved a sprain, which did not prevent Ius
talliing a great deal of nonsense to Agnes,
In whose bosom he thoualit e was creating
a decided scnsation.  Her thougbtfulness
and abstraction, her frequent iuvoluntm'_Y‘
sivhs, unovserved even by hersell, and thd
languor of her 1ooks whenever shie address-
ed him, were all, in hug sikly concelt, so mauy
sighs of love. At {bat momeni il is not
likely e hud any idea of marrying her, he
was only playing ber, as the angler played
with the trout before landing bis prize.
Alas! tor human shortsighedness. Agues
had the real diversion on her owa side, and
while be tordly tancied that he was cisturb-
ing her peuce of miad, she was in earnest
erealing =ad huvoe in the bosom of her
persecutor,

As slic sut pre-occupied equully with her
meditations and her necdlework, or occa-
sionally thrummed upon a guitar for his
gratification—at  sucl moments who would

-

wandered unrestrained through the old
woods and pastures, so muck beloved, with
on¢ buman being, it may be, alone by her
side, aund thai one not Stecy Calthorpe,
There might Lave-been a Hieronymus in the
background, but it was not he thas played
the part of the student,

For Btacy, Lo wever, love-making ia
earnest was a solemn sort ot amuscgpent
not at all to his fancy,and the incressing
irequency of missives from home, as well
ag wue numercus bints received trom s
father, admonished him that he must be,”
up and doing, if be wowid woo at all.

As soou as they were able to go abroad
the Caliborpes were conducled over the
wildest purts of jthe estale by the wost !
roundabout reads, and introduced to the ;
mush disngreeable features, with an eye to -
cheapuess in case ol o torced cowpromise,
every quuagmire, precipice and mantrap be-.

sensibilities, intend to gojourn there them
=€ yea? Assuredly no; but the luads had a &
specific market value, which Wall street

uxght carry  up witha little siretching
into the thousands, and that was sufli-
cient. "

“It's a will-o-wisp sort of place, aftér:,
all,” satd Btacy, *but cerlainly we shall
go ’b,e able to complain of a lack of time

er. .

“ Well remarked, my dear sir,” repdied
Cameron, “ thicre is a colossal fortune here .3
in firewood, alone. Allthat will be neces-"1
sury (o make it available is to construct g g
railwoy of a thousand miles or so, and scme 5
half dozen flourishing cities along its reute, I
~a trifling objection in this go-ihead age.
sir,

This wag exactly the tune that Camecron
had sung for so many years with such suc- !
cess {hai be bad actually ssececded in s
tracling & consideruble colony,—mosuy of ’
Germans,—io the least invitine and most o
remote portions of the Btate. Thire they i
mwight be seen, day after day, with their
clumsy break up plows, their awbkward !
tools which they preferred to all labor-swve= {
ing machivery whotsoever, their -ugly
mob-capped frans and apple-cheeked frafi- 4
leins, their balloon-like ehildren and their >
unconguerable preference tor their natve ;

¥

longue, patiently undergoing an amount

t labor that in any other climate the hu- !
tnan  frame would have sunk uuvder. i
~Tuoose stupid beer drinking and nipe Kk
smokinr Germans” were objecls of muvel
levity in the eves of Stacy and his sire dur- -
ing acasual visit whicl ehey paul in com-
pany with their host; and yet, that setile- &
ment hag by this time ncveased to o town;
loug, ghab sided geniuses from the eastward
huyve invaded the soil, and Jave wa%en unto
themselves  wives whose verbal peed.

53y what she would not have given to have

Liavities snd quaint expressions are Tgvp
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tian mysteries to their husbands, until two
or three roly-poly chiliren make their ap-
pearance 1o uurave! the problem. :

Allthis time Cameron was congratulating
himself uvon the admirsble success with
whicli be was contriving to throw dust in
the eyes of ihe Calthorpes, who, ou 1helr
side, were chruckling over (e maoner in
which they had buwbugged the Camerons
The time was now druwiug nigh when ibe
visitors mustk depart, 2od yet Comeron had
mutde no decded advances in the accom-
plishuient ot Lis schcme.

Sometbing must be done that he bad re-
solved upon, and if mutlers came to the
worst, why then—be wouid fizht it out, that
was nll '

But oid Gersbom, slrange to say, had no
mind to go, huviog lately, For certain rea-
sons, come to a aiflerent conelusion; nor
had Htacy cither.  The Sumwil was a very
desirable place to scjouen io. alter the heats
of gummer, and the Camerons were growing
in their estimattcn as quie a mice sort of
people. It was evident thaibobth fibuer and
son'had.come to the conclusion to enjoy
their visil up to the latest moment, It was
ghuewdly surmised that a lermugant wie
and an extravagint teugbter had semething
to do with this on Calthorpe’s part—per-
haps an idea ol another kind was germinat-
ing in the not over froitlel minds of Mr.
Cameron’s guests. However that wmight
have been, on a ceftain mild evenivg of
the Indisn summer, Stacy was considerably
“upset,” to use Lis own phraseclogy, by an
incident that brought torcibly' to mind
the sirange occurrence of the night they
had passed at the Ri-ing Star. He was
geafedl upon the varanda of the mansion,
and in the deep shadow of the trelkis, with
his feet sociaily tilted on the balustrade and
s mild Havaoa glowing beiween bis lips,
when a voice, almosi innedialely beneath
bim, he thougiit bronounced lis name.

Ile listened.  Waos it the wind, just be-
ginning to stir among the leaves, or wasit
fancy ¥ It must huve been the wind.  Tae
fallary wus abrupily pat o fight by what
followei. . o

- Jlacy Caltliorpe,” said quielly the voice
—« arpy ot bere a moment louger. thun
you eannot avold. Thers is dauver about
you everywhere—perbaps death I’

<0, come—that won’t do, you know,”’
stutte ed Stacy, feeling a cold strealt brists
ling ali the wuy down his backbone aud
realy falling irom his clair,— I'm not 1o
be seured by sucl tricks.”

% As you plesse. Stacy Callthorpe. You
glighted myv warnines once, and your saw
what followed. Have a care how you
spurn the well-meant'coun:el again ! Adien,
I shall warn you no more.””

Stacy waited for mo further disclosures.
but, jumping up suddenly and making for
the door, with a chill feeling pervading

Lim, a5 theugh he-lad bLeen wrapped in

CLikr, iy

spiritual embrace, he dashed into the par-
lor, where a sort of informal levee was Le-
iog held by Judge Cuweron, as the nutocrat
ot the villuge, so suddenly aste (xcite a

zeucral alerm. Higlstory, however, slthonsh

corroborated by ius agltaied janner, was
langtied at—egpecizlly by the youosg ladies,
who adimronished hiwy sgatpst dronking.

* O, you may langh,” said Slacy, sone-
what nettled to find bis veracily questioned ;
I gon't believe in spirits, ot when a
sepulchral volce comes und says the same
horrid ghing in wy cars twice hand run-

nIng, - nobedy near—"
‘* Are your ears much longer than those
of other folks¥” asked Mr, Cowmeron, whose

fealnres were bemming with good buwor
and pleisant satire, althougl the consterun-
tien and the blackness that were w bis heart
no man might read.

“ 1 can't say, sir,” replied Stacy; “alll
know i3 that I heard it.”’

There s ove other persen in thie room
who waglsarted by s occuresnce,
althoush fully comptreliending 118 mport.
Tnis wasWunes, who had been all the even-
ing the mdy: entertaining awong e voung-
cr portron #t the company, although her
eves did nothfor a moment Yose sight 0t the
gatme that a,,- going on belween. her futher
and Mr. Caltlforpe. Mrp. Paul Arden eame
in shortly aftgrward, und being good hu-
morediy rallidd by the company, in partica-
lar by the megry Misa Leah, asibe perpeira-
tor of the prgtticad joke, be as good hun.or-
edly fook fhe sponsorship on bis, own
shoulders. At least.” said he, it was
either that wascal, Paul Ardcen, or the
spirits.”  This settted the questiou at once.

44 Confound the fellow’s sell-sufliciency 17
thought Btacy; and up went the giernal
quizeing. giass agum, as Arden plumped
limselt down on the divan between Awsnes
apd Leab—" if he has not placed himself
beside her on the lounge, and is ¢xaminmg
the veins on her hnd., by all that is ora-
cions! Humph! Ftile coguetie! has a vood
woid for every one. L'm sure its nothing
to me though.” P

Buatanod from Agnes brouwhi hitm at
once to her side, and bis nutural vanity
soon made him ftorgot his jealous fears.

Prescently otlier guesls began to drop in,
and the rooms assumed a_very lively ap-
pearanée.  Among the visitors was Docror
Magnys Garslacker. 'The philosovhical
presence of the doctor immediately suggest-
cd wischiet. .

o

Tie copversation having taken a spirif-,

ual twim, a proposition was started fora test
of the spiritual theory, as denonstrated by
raps and table tippings. The suggestion
was hailed with acclamatiop, as Cameron
and the doctor were famous for their suc.
cess in & private way at manipulating the
invisitie messengers and go-betweens. The

lohg extension-table was accordingty drawn
cut, and the guesls crowded eagerly around

g 67 S
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it, just at the moment that Mr. Appletee ceed in bamboozling me ™ The younger
1t did not portion of the party had their moutls all of
require nch pressing to enrol him among & pucker with fun, and secing Applebee

unluckily made his uppesrance.

the disciples,
* 1 wind once,” said Mr. Applebes, who
was aliwtys saying sometling ridiculously
out of place and wus yet porfcetly unaware
of the diversion he 80 eften iurnished
others, “I rec'lock once interdaced to a
Foorierite who promised to put me up to
the rappin’ arrangement, but somehow or
oth,er,l don’t know lhow ‘twas, ‘twas no
go.”
» By the way, 8ir,” remarked the doctor,
always on the alert to display liis learuine,
while the guests were getling ready— did
you ever see tle phalanx "

“No; what's itlike ?” asked Applebee.-

“Well, really,” veplied the doctor, it
would be hard to describe 1t correctly.”

* Perhaps an clephant or a hypothenuse,”
suggested Applebee, innocently.

“ Eleplant, sir ¢ No,sir! 1 spoke of the
phalanyiery,” retorted the doctor, with
learned indignation,

“ 0, yes, ol course, ye-es,” snid Mr. Ap-
picbee, teeling his chin, *just so. Phi-
lanxtery’s all right, but philanx-—how's a
mul 1o maike anything out o’ that?  Phi-
Innx!" £

Had Mr. Applebee stopped here all wourld
have heen well enough, but as the guests
were by this time nearly ali seated and
were  beginning 1o listen to the dialogne,
nothing would do but he must go farthor.

% That philanx, as yon call it—a most
curious, now I rcwember. I'd & brother
once got Lit by one ?

The compuny stared.

“ Biden #? repliecd Doctor Magnus. = O,
I'see; yon mean, us we say in the vulgate,

» burned his finzers —lost by them.”

“ No, sir, Tdou't,” obstinslely persisted
Applebee, * I mean what Isay ; he did lose
his fingers, but they -was bit off—not
burat.” ‘

Ilere there was o general roar, which
somewhat interfered with the angry doe-
t(:]r’s explanations. Wien be had conclud-
ed—

“ Well, then,” said Applcbee; “if twasn't |

.aphilang, "lwas a peccowary, or a casso-
wary, or some such outlandish thing. Auy
way, ‘twas at the menaeerie I saw it.”

Of course, nobody'sat down with the iden
of beng in esrnest—even Cameron, in cons
junction with bis friend and ally the doctor,
having never made use of his skill 1t the new
science, or whatever name it then went by,
except for the purposes of diversion. They,
however, professed to be satisfied that such
things as spiritual manifestations did exist,
whereas the mujority of the company, in-
eluding Applebee, were profound skoptics .

For some tinie the “disciples” sat rouund
with thelr hands upon the table, and with
an expression of conntenance which seem-

looking verysolemn just opposide the doce
tor, whose eyes appeared to have fascinated
him completely, they thought it about time
for the spirits to beein. As soon ns the
light was lowered, Mr.- Applebee, accords
ingly, became the recipient of various sue
pernatural favors, munilesting themselves
in the shape of pinchings, pin-slicking, lit-
tle pellets of moistened puper' prolanely
called spithalls, and big slites of card, dex-
teroasly filliped from the flager nails of
diverse mirthlal sprites. In vain be wrig-
gled aboug and shitted his position—in vain
he dodged ; the instant he turned bis atten-
fion in one direction, a picee of bristol
board or a soft pellet was sure to come sail-
ing through the air in another. TFinally,
Mr. Apoicbee gof very ved and tussy, “Now
look a-here—just quit, will ye !” e had just
romonstrated, when the room was appar-
ently filled all at once with cards, pellet
pebbles, corks, balls of yarn and bits of
ton, whilea slight shower of feathers r
down like & snow storm on the tuble, The
spirits liad taken to their gambold in earn-
est, and even the jokers were astdnished—
tor, although everybody was particalarly
sharp, ue one couid deteet the source from
which these fnvors proeeeded.
*We shall have a suctessful scance,”
saicl Mr, Concron 3 “ the spirits are more
lively thau is usual.  Doctor, suppose you
inpugarate the ceremonies.”
“ With pleasure,” said Nightshade, *“The
spirits, Indies and gentlemen, when in the
proper mood, are in the habit of unawering
all questions that may be pat to them—pros
vided those questions are not put in a gpiris
of irreverence. 'T'he privilege is not, there-
fore, contined to any individual, althoagh it
is not every tewmperament that enables its
possessor to become an inlerpretev—that is
to say. a mediom. Miss Babbet, there, scemb
to fulfill the conditions.”

Miss Babbet giggle! and wished to be ex-
cused, but finally acqunesced, .
* Miss Pimpernickel, algo—**
Miss P was “afeard it was. tamperm®
with forbidden sabjecs,” bat she, too, cop-
gen&cd, and the civele was considered organ-
lzed.

CHAPTER XV.
CIBRCLES AND TANGENTS.

“ Before -commencing, lgdies and gentle-
men,” said the ducmr—%“' young Indies,
vour attention, if you please, the spirits
dou't like snickering,) it may not be improp-
er to demonstrate by actusl experiment
the existence of a eluss, or a series of classes,
of efhereal individualilies, moving har-

ed to suy, * You must be sharp it you suc.

moniously in arches through all eterniiy,
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revolving evermore in progressive spirals,

propeliing in eireles, diverging in fangents,

couchiod in rhombeids, imbued with the im-
i mortil essence ot which, it seems, umukjud
are, in part, Com=-Pounded.”  (Mr. Apple-
man wus deeply interested.  Stucy thonoht
better of the spirits for moving in  civelss,
and Jistened algn)  * When the golden pip-
i pin from it¢ o'erladen-bhough fell upon uie
: sayetitiod bead of Siv Isaae Newwn, he _re-

i marked 10 Kepler, who was standing by—"
i T by

* A migalke, doctor,” Interropted a listen-

7% cr.  * Kepler was 2 man of a diferent nge,”
i %0, nye, 10 be sure—thank you for the
3 correction—aces do make a difference; I
! st have meant Sporzheim, but you see,
b sit, tiis is only one of the tricks which the
1 apirils resord Lo tor the sake of conlounding

us,  Aa 1 was observing, waen Doctor Gall

y I should say Spurzheim’—(*¢ Lavater,”
sugpg-sied & voice; » Tom Paine,” said an-

otlicr, sotlo voce.) “ Well, really, ladies and
gentlemen, T huve losi all recollection ot
what.he did say, but one thing I can say,
*  when we see chairs and tables, by the per-
tormance of a series of eccentriec motions of
which chairs and tables are generally sup-
posed to-be ineupable, contributing to the
support ol o theory which so many have
seen fit to gquestion, the most slceplical must
acknowledee that there ig something in jt.”
* Look here!™ said Mr, Applebee, boldly,
Y1 dow't want to say thatl such things ain't
been done, but here's five dollars agin noth-
ing you can’t do it.”
“ 1oue,” said the aoctor, quioctly handing
" his share ot the stakes to Cameron, ¢ The
spirits, if they are in the apartment, will
manifest their preseiice by paying parlicular
altention to Mr. Applebee’s chair.”
Spouatancously with this Applebee’s chair
wes shaken vinlently to and ‘fro, then
bounced ficrcely up and down iwo or three
times in sucecegsion, and then agonin betook
itself to rocking, so that Mr. Applebee was
deprived of his breath, and only got rid of
hiz uncomfortable seat by falling the
floor, where, as things were going Found,
* he seized Miss Babbet by the snkles, who
gave vent to. a trightiul succession ot
gereams, imigining  that ghe had been
clntehed by o ghost. .
When the doubter got upon his seat once
more lie looked sharply about him for the
springs and putleys which he was sture mus:
huve peoduced the phenomenon, but he
could deteet pothing but the doctor putting
the stakes in bis pneket in a manner quile
the reverae of spiritual.

“Now, come, that ain't fair,” objected
Applebee. # Yeu sad chairs and tubles.”

“To the victor belong the spoils,” re-
joined Magnus, ecomposedly; *but you
sbatl be satisfied in the fullest manner. I
wish v listeners to be guided ooly by the
evitencea ot theiv own senses.”

Dr. ¥acnus degived  the company to ae-
¢oitautite hitn by drawing  back and
. .
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placing the tips of the fingers of hoth handy |
upon the table, it mmmediately tilted, and
uetuslly waddied like a duck to the farthest
and mest contracted end of the apartment
Mueh applause, #ud *brarvo !” {rom the
excited Stacy. As dor poor, weak-lheaded
Mr. Calthorpe, he luxl Dbecn blessed with o
gupersiitious turn of mind from infuncy,
and having read nll the spiritual iestimeny
of the day, whether in the dorm of books or
news, sheels, was in o state of high mental
upiiation. e observed these proceedings,

which were not the first he had agsisted at,

wiih fear and trembling. His excilement
li¢ not escupe the notice of Magnus or Mr,

Camerona
glanaes,

% Noow, folks,” said the still unsatisfied
M. Applebee, with his hands in his pock-
ety and standing out upon the floor, the rest
of the company having retreated with their
chintrs to the wall, “tnat's all very amazin?,
I contess-~0, yes, I don’t want to strip ary
mun of hig'larrels (the ladies, not knowing
what was meant, lookiny proportionately
offended at the bachelor who was thus
defiantly arraying himself against the pow-
ers uukuown), bat I ain’t by no means econ-
vinced as yit as to these manifestations
being ginooine. Therefore, if our friend
the doclor, will bet me five dollars agenst
ten, and put ‘em up feir and square, I am
willin® to bet that be can’t’ make that tablo
tarn reound and walk back agen.’” .

- Applebee thought he had the doctor safe
this time, the table being much longer than
that end of the aparimcent was wide.

T'his offcr was accepled as coolly as the
others, and the money deposited with Mr.
Cameron, Applebee winking one eye very
hard at the combany, ag it he thought he
tiaat “done” the doctor cleverly. ‘The tuble
was aboub twice as long as the apartiment
was “broad, and how it was fo revolve in
that confined epace seemed a puzzle The
docter, however, was not at all disconcerted,
but, having elevated bhis long orms unlil
with hig outstretched pediments Lo resema
bled o great letier X, suddenly pounced
upon the table—an extension-table, remem-
‘her—and, shoving it together asif it bad
been a fang coolly turned 1t about, then
drew it out again, and marched it back. to
the open-eyed astomishment of Applebee,
who merely remarked : )

“ Well, Y’ll be hanged!” and didn't say
anything further, 'T'he last experiment had
crashed the sporting bachelor ag effeciually
as if a gorden-roller had passed over him.

Enough having now been performed in
the wvay ot physical feats, the doctor, having
pocketed the stakes, inangurated the more
serious businesa of the evening. Quesiions
and answers, mingied with absurd requests,
such us requiring all the clocks in the honse
to be sounded at once, and other vagaries,
followed 1n rapid succession. There were
maay blunders, and some eorrect replics |

who exchanged  significant

"

—



" birds all hollow. Wlhere did you get the
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which were more than *f guesses,” and it
wus observed that  those who were most
puccessiul were My, Cameron and D, Gar-

thorpe, gravely; ‘‘these are very serious
mauiters,”

0. the old man's a recular out-ynd-put

stucker. Mr. Culthorpe asked some gues- | convert--swallows everylhing,” s dd Btacy,

tions In regard 10 “stocks,” upon- the
strengil ot the answers to which he, nri-
valely dispatehed some instructions Lo big
Wall sticet agent: by o singular chance,
the information, although impurted, as wag
suppused, 1o nbler iguorance of the market,
proved corvect, and tie eredulous Culthorpe
made a prolit of several thousands by the
operation. e was not aware bat the
telegraph line wus adjicent, and that parties
were 1o the habit of tapping it in the lne~
theraneo of transactions of whicl the nature
muay be jwgined. The replies given to
Staey's questions were not so salislactory
the spivits very unexpectedly rapped out
gsomerhing about < aittle milliner . I
Visiun.strigt,” throwing that young gentle-
mau mto confusion, which was inereased
* by the old genteman’s asking, in his most
aristocralic manner :
My son, is tlis go 27
“Fley are unlkind spirits at the best,”?
whispered Paul Arden io the ears of Leah,
* bat they are as chary ot their confidences
as yourselt.”
The pretty Leal blushed, but made no
answer. '
It being understood that a distinguished
leader of the new doctrine, represented as
the responsible editor of the Spiritual
Investigator, was present, a medium was
placed in tho catuleptic stite, and the
visitor (who bappeved also to be o mayu-
facturer of mulches on a large scale) was
requested to menipulate her, A few passes
prodoced » vohuninous array of answers,
Imparting new ideus of the tuture state,
where tltings appenred to be managed abous
the same uas on caith, but Myr. Pheasant
inquired if thers was any news direet from

with- an apologetic look toward the coms
puny. I really beheve he'd give away his
last dollar if the spirits comnianded i8.7

* Would te? thourht Cameron: and
again he and the doctor exchanged glances.

“ Ladics, genilien  also,” said  the
doctor, after n woispered consultalion witlh
Cameron, and woile toe pentlemen were
assisting the ladics to bounct and robe

takoes to tie o bomuel string, and how difli-
cutt it is to let go the Loonet—¢one word
before we disiniss. It has been supg-sted to
me that a supernatural mantlesiation of a
‘ore interesting character than the goe we
have just been eng.ged in 8 10 ranspire to-
morrow st the residence of one of {he most
celebrated mediums of the country, As
many as ean aftord the rime should aitend o
scance, the developments of which, 1 assuie
you. throw our humble iunterpretations into
the shade.” .

** I3 there to be any bettin® theve ¥ hsked
Applebee. .

‘ None, that 1 am aware,” wag the bland
1espoLse.

“Because I am down on pamblin’ spirits,
:Iml)l'huw," conlinued Applebee,  thoughite
ully.

* You ean, lmwever, pay Mr. Snook. him-
self, one dollar at the door,” added the doe-
lor, drawing on bis gloves.

*The more shame for the sperits for per-
mithin' 18, rejoined Applebeo ; “gomohow,
Lcan't help thinkin' it ailw't exac’ly right
for people ihat mukes such spivitoul preten-
siong to be allug 'takin' money for their
serviees, und no good done either, - It re-
minds me of the mouey changers in the
Lewmple, and don’t geé with the notion of a

the apiric land, and reeeived for rejoinder: | spirttooal originat all. 1 bout the on'y
“No-o. nothing in purticular, except that § thing thai makes tolks so mighty bard to
matches are made in heaven,” that gentle- | convinee. However, I 8’poseits all right,
men was s0 elated that be forthwith pro- [ but this time I reckon [ shall back eout.”

ceeded to organize a eompany.

The experiences of the cvening were
terminaled by the only un'aligned per.
dormer in  the room—the table—which
folded vp of its own accord, executed a
hotnpipe, threw one or two somersets, and
bowed itself politely inlo iis appropriate
corner. Al least, such was the printed
account of its performances in the next
Spiritual Investigator, and that, of conrse,
must have been perfectly relinble. This
evening’s phenomeny elicited from Stacy

CHAPTER XVI.
TIE PINE BARHENS.

'The residence of this celebrate:d medium,

whose nane was Snook, with tha femilsar
prenocmen of Jonathan, was ‘situsted in the
midst of one of those dreary piuc barrens
which ocour af intervals in ihe more thinly

the sole expressions of genmine admiration | settled districts, and. was a shabby little

be Lad given vent to duriug the evening. - | tumble-down ho
. - vel of only one-
A stunnig table that!? ho exclaimed; | built up Y omb

“beats the musieal clock witlrtle singing | t

| story,
 agalnst  a rock, cmbracing
le reeeption “ room and the sleeping

themselves—isn’t it astonishing how long it

article, Cameron? It must he'so handy to
keep in one's dining-roowm, eh, governor ¥’

department—the Kitehen being on & nore
roomy scale than either—in fact, the

“8lacy, no trifling ! replied Mr. Cal-
.

e R -

open air, The spot which the tamporer
with forbidden mysteries had pitched upon

el 2o

Clive in

-as might yequive his services, guarded e
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for his abode was aminently calculated to
convey lo the spectators, unaccustomed to
such scenes, an indication of the world ag 1t
should look just prior to the final dissolu-
tion—tle trees and herbage exbausted, the
farpiliar sounds of animated nature silenced,
and, bronding over ull, sn asneet of utwer
desolation, which immediately communie
cates o like lmpression 1o the most buoyant
spirits. T'he solitary log Louse, about which,
perhaps, a’single wild, cmaciate figure is
geen thtiing over a fire, completes the pic-
ture by sugeesting the idea ot the last man.

Tt Mr. Snook did not in many particuiars
rescmble the Iast man, he had compromised
by chicosing the last place for any maen lo
Phis shapty, where durinr the
weck lie made o shew of poerlorming won-
derial cures with herbs and  weeds that
clustered tnickly abous an oflensive medi-
cinal spring, occasionally efliciativg as guide
througl the sublerranein Labyrinths 10 such

access Lo a orotto, placed in.the centre of a
snndy waole, eneircled by stumted pines of
durlc green sbade and scadered about wih
gray stones a boulder rising dircetly over
Lis tencment from the rear by  which it wils
gheltered ftem ihe northeasterly gales. To
thig dear spot many & pilgrinage was un-
dertaken, and Jonathan was apparcently
making converls and woney quite rapidly.
_At suy rafe, his lonely cuine was contimuaally
recoiving tresh pceessions to il hst of visit-
ors, aull there was one thing remarkable
about it that, except on ceeusions like the
present, they asaally came alone, orin par-
tics of twoy, and many of them had a rough,
untractulie loolk, that would have seewcd
to muieate anything but a proneness to be
deceived by such quackeries as those prac-
ticed here—tor he protessed not only to read
1he future also, but to be able to erudicate
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whom, he professed to be on terms of -
timeey. Loug-winded arguments with the.
aliosid of an appalling live of defunct celeb- |
rities, begioning Wwith  Abraham and 1he
Witch ol Endor and Alasuerus, and ending
with Thomas Paine and Cotton . Muather,
had worn upon his own spiritg and wade
hin thin. 1is face was long and caduvers
ous—n bue, a cliangeable green, more or
less yellowish and blueish, according o the
wenibher ; a badge, 16 was said, ol Lis inter-
mediary calling, but prounounced by a
heretical diseiple of Esculapius a symplom
of fever and ague, cought rom the w.der-
lying marshes.  Those confonnded doctorg!
As ftor the garb worn by Snook, it wai a
veritable euriosity, and would not have dis-
praced s seeond-hand clothing shop, of the
odds and ends ¢f which it appeared to be
made. The cloth of which i6 was composed
had originally Deen gray, but wus now
puteled and darned mio an iodistinguish-
able mass of varied hues, held together by
tapes and gtrings.  1Tis feet were protected
by meceasing, and his head was wrapped
uround by & very unpropletic woolen com-
forter. Ilis appearunce wus grected by the
mischievousty disposed with cbeers, which
an unvarthly Jook from the medium in-
stanlly checked, and thefe w&s no wore
disiurbance. .
s My friends,” snid Sneok, “ths snirits
have alrerdy informed me of your presence,

mht, they wouid not disturb me. Will
you wail inf?” .

After much erowding and squeczing ab the
door, where Snook himsell unbiusbingly
ool the dollars, as they flowed in vpenhim
in o silvery stream, the room devoled (o the
exercises wag filled and ruuwping over; a
second and ' third party awalting their
turns withoat, There were present, besido

ins igens p mere lay= | stranger: » of Lhe Camercn party

most obstinate diseases by the mere lay slrangers, the whole o ,
ﬂ:g on aof hands, Tven the jat Jittle cnder- | fvclading Doctor Muapnus, Garstaeker, the
gheriif of the county adjacent becmumne | two Calthorpes, and Miss Babbot—a hudy to
spintuuﬂy mclined, and intimated a strong | whon alivsion hias already been wade, and

desire to pay Snook & visil.  Singular,

wasn’t it?

who, being  strong-minded, defied the as-
petsions of society and wore ** blomuers.”

Abous this plaia or barren were dispersed | Mra, Cameron, being an in.\"a\lid who‘ ucver
on the following day a crowd ol people not | ventured Jru.m her apurbment, ws, of
less than one hundred in namber, and of all | course, unable to attem}_- A_gn?s, for the
desrees of respectability, Curinges and jsame reasen did not, bring in atlendanee

venicles of olber descrivtions were drawn

ppor Mrs. Cameron.  As lor Mr. Applchee,

up beneath the shadow of the trees, to |he wouldnot .

whicli the horses were tied. Many ot these

Phe exercises were prefaced by a sort of

present hadt come thither from a very long wizard-like peroration frem the  exyeri-

ey

ist bree were who hailed | menler, represevnting a prayorful invecation
glv%ﬁnci%mldtggmgisttant commercial em- | to the s.pirits. who having 1:151)}11:'(1 him ‘u.)
poLigs. Tlours having elapsed and no sign | Mat cfiect, be called Jupon ln? h‘l)[‘]].’.]."i\ll..
of human occupancy being appureot, some Pleasant to asslst. lms,l Mr. _1 he:llaa.n‘t,
impatience wasg exlibiled by the most curi- somewhat dL_slm,rzglshcd tor the light \\‘111?11
ous, who set up a clamor, in the n‘udst of | lie had contributed to shed 1.113(‘!.11‘ the world
which the door of the hut was unfastencd | in an nngpiritual as well 43 spiritual cupaci-
pod o strange-looking man stepped out iy, promptly agreed to do, at the same ine

‘among the bystanders. He was very tall

remurking that this prescience io convection

’ J : yith his ne the part of one a total
d meagre enough to "be taken for one of [ w ith’ his name, ou . ‘ !
Ellllose departed shades with wlich, or with | stranger Lo bim, was one of the most strik-

!
i

but knowing tnat I had bud o latizwuog
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ing testimonials he had ever reccived with
revard to the authenticity of spintualism.
Tl spirts will on this vecasion, ” he said,
“unless L am mueh anstaken, exbibit to us
somy 1emarkablie phenomeny, lustrating
the we Lline of mind and matter,”

Rome gue glyiog ut'crance here to a
siotered Jaush, Mr. Snook promptly re-
buied the irreveronce, innocently ob-erving
thut 2 nothing eould be unworthy senious
consi leranion which could tend to ihumin.
ale the tiuman mind,"” at which the luash
beciune general, a3 the joke had by that
lime ot round. Taking advantage of this.
M Plusant repli-d that bis convielion of
this Iinporiant trmh was so deeply srotinded
a3 to eaable bim, in addition fo woridly
presents, to publish a  perfodical shec,
haowa, ladies and gentlemen, as the
Spiritual fuvestigator-«terms, two dollars
peroannum, in advance”  Whereupon a
brizk demind for the Investizator.

Toe light Veing now extinowished and
the door having been made Tast. a voice
with a enriogs shuke in it, gave the com-
pany saletction, ws through a trumopet, the
Words, ©llow do you do, my friends ?”
contrting remarkaoly with preconceived
impre-sions of spirit voeahsm, for this one
Lhad « bl cold, and said “heow' and
“deaw™ 1o astroug nasal aecent that pro-
voked i close comparizon with that of the
mediim.  There was more than one prescut
wie thowght the salutation undigniticd as
proceciing from immortals, and wiho, it
fuct, imarined that in the olher answers of
the spirits, they could trace the ungram.-
mitical hubits and even the very dialcotics
ol the neivhborthood,  Sutely Juvlas Crosar,
Cicero, Deinosthenes, Shelley, Byron, Ben
Frankiin, and (George Wa-dington, with
the rest of the illastitous fraternity, had at
least some knowledge of grammar! It
seemed equally uureasonable that George
the Third, the distibguished Yanker haicr,
shioull suy “heow,”” instead of Low, and
“ruound,” instead o} round,

“The sperifs,” continued Snook. © rre
about to favor us with some demonstrations
applicable to the times, but I ain counseled
tew explun that the slightest exhibition of
a tendency tew irreverence will cause them
tew withdraw trom ur altegether.”

Tlis was followed by a dead sitence of
aboul five minutes, during which nothing
uwlible but the breattiings of (he party.
Theu came a terrific bang upon the table.
which resounded like a concussion upocn
the monster dium of the Jubilee. 1t is
useless to deny that everyhody jumped, and
Mr. Cameron leit Gershom hanging trem-
blingly upon his arm.

Y Bo. so!” thonzht Cameron. 1 can
read you now, 1 think.”

The first stroke upon the table, lile the
first vrand crash of an orchestra (who hLas

stillness, the feader’s baton waves his eol-
umns to the musical assaull #3, was the sipr-
nal tor & general roll ot drums, large and
siall, Deginning very low in the scaie and
sweding louder and bigher uatil tie Luild-
Ing shook with the final roar, iike that of
thunder.  Ii certsinly seemed as 1hongh no
mortul bands could have produced such a
lugue, Toen came the ratuplan, regularly
beaten ; the roll-call ur reveille ; the soundf
of drum and file, describing the mirch og
troops. whose distinet tramping seemed to
be beard ; the rattle of & few shiarp shots,
denoting an atfack on the oulposts ; the dig
tant rumbling of artillery wurond, the conae
fused thunderings ot cannon and cracking
of small-urms, the sounding of the bugle
charge, tne ferce dash ol cavalry, even the
remote sheutimg—all the circumsiance and
horrid dio of war were ad mirably represent-
ed. s0 that the listeners coald almost see the
carnage.

* A despsrate battle,” aaid the voiee of
Soook umid the gloom, * i3 going on in
sume quarier of the world.  About this
bme we may expect to hear important
news.”

* About this time look out tor rain " gaid
Stacy, in the style of the almuanacs, {or Le
thouzlit he coulu recognize the toues of the
arediug.

To his no little sarprise, s sinart shower
suddenly descended upon the heads of all
present, astonishing Mr. Carieron and Doge.
tor Garstacker quite as much as the others,
but this they kept to themselves.

* This must stageer incredulity itself,”
satd the voice of Magnus.

No one made answer to this, and after
gome  performances from divers o! the
spirit orchiestra—there being, as betore, a
pecaliarity about the sounds, and the notes
given all at oopce, very fuil and sharp—
other freaks were perfvimed, suel as g
show of hands illuminaled by pliosphoras,
whicli played fitfully before the vision of
the wonderiug speciators—and, on one of
them being grasped by a member of the
paity, it admimslered a culf thag vividly re-.
called the imace of Hyer. Then thsers wus
2 wild hunt in tbe air ; a contusca mediey
of keads, legs, and arms, and Lands bearing
instruments from which procceden o turbus
lence of sound ; the barkiog or dogs, the
walling ¢f cats, cries, groans, and hivs erig
laugbter. Tiven those who had been fore-
most in ridicnle of the theory felt no dise
positon to scoft at it now. 'There was
something &3 tiuly supernataral in ail thag
occurred, beightened by the effect of their
own jmaginaltons, that many could not re-
press & cold shudder.

Questions were put and answered in phos-
phorescent Tetters, some of these being writ-
wn backward aud at the same time beld
upside down toward the reader © and some

not Ielt the electric thrill that runs through
8 crowded nuditory when, amid profound

of these answers were wonderlully correet,
astonishing none #iore than the question-
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ers, while others were so contfused and eon-
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* Who-0-0 are you ?” onsped the doctor,

tradictory as to lead to the Lelief that the | holding tast to the table and as mueh Iriel-
spirits, or whatever thev might be, were|ened as the rest.

cegnizant of nothing that was no$ passing

“T am the Archangel Galriel. Doww,

. d it
in the mind of the questioner. In short, |devils, down!

that amumal magnetism or clairvoyuance, in

Ir. $nook, feeling himsell grabbed by fhe

a novel form, was the mainspring und cou-
trolling influeuce ot the mysterious influence
under which they labored. Mere ruman
jupglery was evidently not to be thought of
in conpection with them.

A flight ot spirit drawings on very'un-
spiritual bristol board, like nothing that
could be imugined in the way of hwwan
producion, succeeded by way of relict,

whicli the spectators weze told to retain for

haii, get up ap this janeture a trighdol rowl,
and those whe leitered withouu were rather
tuken aback on seving some foity pursons
rushing, stumbling, jumping over® oae an-
other's heads, rolling over each other in the
sand, shrieking, lLulloing, shpt_t ing, pray-
thg, and among the most terrifivd of them
all Jonathan Snook, who emerged lust of
all, aecompavied by a spectral figure as tall
a5 bimself, and, it anything, wilder it aspect.

examinntfon in the light, A swect temale | The energetic maoner in which the Arch-

face, surreunded by a luminous balo, beam-
_ed slowly upon the audience and as slowly

angel Gabriel was belaboring Snook with &
bevy oaken sticks accounted for the out-

(retived.  In the midst of this proceeding |cries.

Jonathan Snook was conscious ot a band of
fee—a speciral hand—thut suddenly rested
upor his fureboad, passed across his face
and down his nose, and slowly buat irresisti-
bly atiracted bim upward trom his chair,

* Lord have mercy upon ud miserable
staners " gasped Snook, whose alarm in-
stantly communicated itsclf to the assem-
bluge, although they did not first under-
stand what had taken place. “ What do

ou geek ¥’ ,
¥ O mmpious fools, that dare your Malker’s
wrath ! hissed a voice that pierced hike a
cold wind to the marrow of everykody
present. O greedy dogs, who can never
bhave enougii! O idiots, that will not wo-
derstand ! [luve ye no fears tor the wrath
that is to come ¥ You that blasphems for
gain, tkat kill for hire!” .

¢ Trardon us! We are but humble in-
quirers in the field of reasom,” mumbled
the medium. .

“Thou shalt have reason enough,” re-
plied the voice; ©ihe ouly reason that
reacheth the hearts of such. O ve men of
uerighteous ways, the Loxrd is apary hecause
you have defiled his sanctuavies with the
multitude oi your sing! Tremble, for the

In spite of his long, tangled locks and dis-
ordered habit-—in sbDite of tie hollowed
chieeks and eyes of fire—it was not hard for
those thaf knew him- 10 identiry Gatlrert
Hueston. He was in one of his most phiren-
alic moods. Since his disinissal irom prison
he liad not been scen &t all, even by bis son,
undil, gainivg an entrance al the rear vl the
spiritual laborutory through some cleit in
the great orlder commincating with the
cave of icicles, he burst npon e muagded
eroup of sightscers like an cscaned exaala-
tirm. i ) )

When Btacy reached the open air Le
found that it had been raining ! Btrange y8
it may seem, more thea one of thuse who
attended-ilns speritual gatheying went home
thut night in & conditien borderimy on 1'1.1-
sanity. Some recovered 1r0n\1 the shoc‘l\ ;
others, among whom was L:ershum Cal-
thorpe, only Lalf regained their senses. wnd
continued ever aflerward enmossed, botle
hody and soul, by the dangerous del us.‘mh,‘
wiile one or two became the o‘c::upa'n.s-nt
a madhouse, The history ot scicuce is tall
of similar examples, and s record qi‘ its fola
lies will one day furnisk the wuterial lor a
volume of equal interest-1o those in which
are embalmed the witchieries ot S,

the firc of heaven shall fall wpon the blas-
phemers!” C .
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" CITAPTER XVIL
DOCTOR NIGHTSHADE.

The sneeess whick the old impostor of
the Darrens had met with, botle as regards
peeiniary profitand p-yesological mtiucui e
suzvested to Mr, Laaeron, Tortunately  for
Li~mind 8 repose, a trun ol thousht, the
princtpal leature Fu which waa the reflec.
tion that he should be spared the trouble
awt the guilt ot adupting violeni meusures,
as lie hid aimest resolved vpon, against the
Cual'horpes i furtherance ot lus durk de.
siuns upon Gersitom’s property —an extrem.
ity that e was not long o escape, thougeh
certaanly not from sony recard he hore to
Gersiov, Mre. Calthorpe, trom enteriain-
fuy at ficst a po-itive sentiment of di-like to
the Cunerons, bl become ore strongly
attsched to them dally.  Hencetorward, in
his newly hatched  projects acainst his
vgests, Cameron sound an efficient alley in
the credulity of Gershow bimself, but as:il
ninre cilicien” one in Magaus Garstacher.

Few persons could have been pedter cal-
cidated tor gettive on in the world, as so-
crety Qs at present organized, thon Doctor
Nizutshade, Inek of conscience b vz appa-
rent(y s pecessary Bowadays o all who ay-
pire o roachthe rolden round as are honesty.
e plety, il virtae to these = ho alm at the
miove cudiring pleasures of the bature, Maw-
bis combined 1n one person the professioes
of a~ir sloey amd medice. althogh ol late
yoars his practice i tne Jatter purswit Lad
crown to be so intermitest and peealiar
that clreiisiry would bave been (e more
trutivinl deseenation. He had an eqaal ap-
Utute lor waking mouney out of anytbing
that ue ad nolid of, and his atter 1mndifter-
cuve 15 10 the wanner in which he enviched
haeselr was =0 noterivus  thal uwobody
thought ot d-pubting it 3 apd yet his posi-
tion i sociely was 0ot a mean one.  Scan-
dal b Teng since eifeeted all that it could
g.rainst Liny, wod <brank from seeh profitess
assaus upon s tnek hide. Toe revenre
which Doctor Magnus teok amainst those
who roueil to injare biny in this way, in
toe shape o ctanps, coovulsions, head-
ar e, anet hiecrtbiro, couvesed throush s
poe-eriptions, waa fult and comolete. but he
wos o sacl (ool as to kil bis hea wiile it
cot b lay lnma zolden eze, and S0 Lis k-
lee col wover goue farther than we lbave
sl Even Caireron wassuae to feel anextra
twonze of premonitory gout after o dispute
Wi Macnas, wiose medicines now hie ven-
crdiv toak good care oot to swallow.,  Ut-
trivaermaless of  personal comtort whep
the negiect could benetit bis pocket, Mace-
- was ety tenacions of it w hew there
WO ao it an the case. Tous he weuld
et out of bed ape ride a dozen miles on
U st inccement o ghts tor o fee in pro-
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disturbed a wrinkle in his well-warmed
sheets for a moneyless patient, {oouch
death were in tbe balance. By marking out
tor himself’ such a line of conduct. and
steadily pursuing it through iife, the doctor
had got to be quite wealihy,

Garstacker was really, however, a man of
consicerable talent and learming, and wag
on that acceunt all the more dangerons, In
his sccinl relutions he was lively, wiity,
Itberal and generally liked, ‘What transe
pired 1n the dusty and obscure recesses of

the shelier of his own cailous heart, within
which so maoy guiity secrels were always
laboling. noue but Limselt, however fami-
liar, augnt know. 1n criuie and mystery
he bad but one colaborer, and that wag
Cameron, who knew of him only r0 much
as refated 16 his own private maiters, none
of which, ot coarse, he could have revealed
witbout inflicting mortal injury upon him-
gelf.  Lhat pliabie gentleman, Mr. Gershom
Calthorpe. so full ot confidence and seif-
conceit that be did pot suppose others
capable ol feehug any but friendly emotions
in his presence, lidle dreamed thatf, only a
tew days Lielo-e, as lie lay on his back, with
rhcumutic pains in his limbs, which prevent-
cd Lis stirring, a certain migture had at one
time stood by his elhow which, had he
taken, his powers of mind would Lhiave been
gone krom him lor ever. At that prelious
manent of bis exisience it had been ouly
Arnes Cameron who stood between him
and a fate worse than sudden exlinetion.
On the day which innmediately foliowed
the scenc ar the e Barr vs Mr. Cameron
was closeted with Gastacker for several
bours—a sufficiens interval to arouse in
the mind of Agnes the most nvely appre-
ltenstous tor the satety o. hor father’s puesls.
The very quictude which reigaed during
the wnole wormne was a prgof thit some
siniater scheme was in course ot incubaiion.
Whatever the subjeet of discussion its res
sult must have been eranfying to both, for
the counlenance of each wore a swile of
gratification as they perted.  The mental
anguish whieh this occurvencge intlicted
upon Agnes wes indescribuble.  Since the
discovery ot the espivnage wuaich Lud been
Maced upon her lover she darst no longer
make a contidant even ot him. apd ke ouly
belngr upon whom ghe might rely in this
extremity was ier mother, whose constant
illnesz unfttred her for all duties, and was
onty increased by such unwelicome revela-
Qows, It would abmost seem as it sle, too,
had heen the vietim of some diug which
paralyzed her vital energics, and drew her
daily nearer to the grave. Tor u being hiv-
ing a lite so seeluded she possessed a knowl-
edge wiich might almest ave bren called
intuitive witn rerard to persons and evenls
removed from the seope ot ner daily obser-
viation,  1here was a mystery aboui Mrs.

proruon to Lis troable, bat would not have

Cameron, enhanced by the circumstanec

big lonely  residence—what passed within:
p

o

o
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that she was rarely referred to by Mr.
C.meron, and bad pot an intimate acquaint-
ance in the village, which" jrresistibly
pigaed tbe »ublic curiosity, bat all to no
purpuse. ..o was a3 one long buried, over
whose sepulcure o stome has been rolled.
With her. in the feclusion ot heranartment.
night aiter night, did Agnes pray that some-
thing might occor to soiten the obdurate
beart of her father

Bome doys went by, and O-meron's In-
flaence over the valthorpes was constantly
iperesasing.  Gershom  Lad never Known
such an entertaining person as his friend
Cameron. B clever, so polished, so ver-
sattie—in fact, so up to everything, Nothing
more was beard trom tather or son about
returning, aithoush, -only a week befure,
Biaey hud beew Leard dwslinetly to anathe-
matize the place, and althourh letters were
contipually uiriving (rom bome, wondering
what either could «ce there 1o interest him,
and earnesty urging their return.

In the interim Cameron broaeled a prop-
osition to purchi-e the disputed estales at a
viluairon bused upon a reasonable system
of compromis:, aud to this sugeestion the
elder Calthorpe was readily disposed to
acevde, bur Btacy, it now appeared, had
reasons [or mariher delay.  Inthe meantime
Cumeron aua the doctor were proceeling to
inaugurate 1hicir erand scheme of plander,
in whicn ail was to e considered falr pame
that mieht come to their net.

“* There's Agnes,” 8ald Cameron, in one
of hiz contidentia! moods to his associate—
“ Argme Las a nalural tarn for somnambu-
lism aud clarrvoyanes, and sometimes, wien
under (he influence, tells casious things.
With a buarm.e-s preseription or two ot vour
own cowvcocttne ~mind, I sav harm]ge
even she mivhl be tarned to account. Trust
me, she'll make o capital card tor us, while
our sianeling 1o socicty will eflectually shietd
our motives. . !

. Dot antl she play the part you have
assigned bery” asked the doctor, who knew
Ler characier so wetl that he put no faith
m her co.unerabion. . \

“Will +hé ¥ eclioed the mercenary
father. *Sheshall! In my family, siv, my
word 15 law.”

“jler wspination, you mwust reflect,”
“pursued thie other, “r8 no sham. 1 an-
derstaud  exactly  what  these sensitive,
nervous  tewiperamonts are  capable of
Bometimes io the course of my expericnce it
fios apocared to mao as though these impres:
gible vreaiures, shiyinking within themselves
like sensiive plumts ab sligltest contact
with o nature grosser than taeir own, vet,
withal, 50 higlhiy endowed. are ot more
morials ke ourselves, but beingg of 4 Joitier
gra le, placed lxe beacon stars tor our guid-

avee lall way betwixt earth and Lieaven. |

1 could almo~t think, do you konow, that we
are the fallen apgels, and creatures like
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these the sinless ones by whom our final
redemplion 1s to be accomplished.”

“Ho, ho! how rigiculously you tall,™
rejoived Cameron,” with am aboriive  ate
tempt &t a laugh ; for at such mowcents the
doctor taliked in a strain that he conld not
comprehend. At such times an indefinable
exXpression sut upon his feature-—he wag
not the saine Dr. Magnus whose proies-
sional ta:x was of ligatures, poaovns, and-
lotiens, avd b ccourred- o Cameron—IF
womer like Agnes are ancels deputed by
Heaven. why should not this be an agent ot
darkness as well, placed in mien's paths to
tead thewr feel astray and win their souls to
the devil! He wus alraid of bimn.

““ Lwas not jesting,” said Maguus. “There
may be something in the theory, wiicl
would belp to account for ali our (roubles
and sinister agtivns bere below, But tiat
isnot what I set out v sav. Even should
Agues consent, is there not some dinger
Lz she might betray our seerets 2

“Not the ‘shabiest, man. Sleeping or
;!‘Fﬂklslg. Lier thoughts are ever for my wel-
ate.

“You villain!” thought Mapius, a9 le
scanned {le leatures of Lis accomplice in
guil. Bub- at the moment the pale amd
sorrowiul countenance of a younw, deserted
wife arose berors him.  He closed bis eyes
and shrunk back with z convalsive shadder,

“ Why, what Las come over you? Qne
would suppoce that vou lhad beeun tamper-
Log with tue spirits.”

* Retlectibn, Cumernn—retlection I pas.
sionntely exclaimed the doctor, smiting his
breast. -, :

< llane reflection I rejoined Cameron;
who lud never ssen s associate exhibit
stieh cmelion belore; “barnit! drown it
in sparikling chablis! That's the wise nan's
plan for killing care and bauishing the
devils, It you are thinking of Awnes, you
need not e troubled about her, She thinks
too much of me to muar ouyr sport. I sce
how u ig,” nte added, seriously repavding
the doector; *you've Dbeen piving way Lo
reverie—1 very pernicious habiy but a
.rlass or two ol wine will set all right again,
Come, ptedee me, siny in a goblel, and jet's
amiiie it a bumper I -

“Nao,” rejoined Magnus, luskily, as be
turned to leave ;3 Y wine only increases with
its sting the holl that rages bere.”

Apd he smote his breast twice or lbrice
rapidly, as if to repress a teeling of sulfuca-
tion.

“ Dyspepgia, I sec; a bad complaint,”
said Cameren, with a knowing wiunk and a
cliucicle, as he sipped his wine. * Take
anythwy forig ¥

* Notling—no; but I shall certainly
swaillow o brace ef blue pills some of these
fine morniogs. O, Cumeron!” groaned the
doector, dismzlly, © L am a lonesome, miser-
able wretch”

*And so should I beif I vielded to sg-
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fleetion as you do. I tell you there’s noth-
ine hke a bumeper of wine to banish your
ailmeots.  Come, let me {117

“Uune glass, then; but let it be none of

your griping, aristocratic wines,  Let it be
brandy 7 .
* Yoila!” responded Caweron. « Ielp

yoursele”

Dr. Garstacker tossed down a learfut dose
of what be somclinmes called in juke toe
ehixit vitwe, and bastily bustling otf, left
his balt-tipsy conlederate to the aumrkening
solicitude of bis stady.

Loder the auspices of Cumeron and the
doctor. spiritual naaitestations now becioe
the order ot the day.  There were knock-
ings and rappivgs 1o hatt the dwellingg in
town; evew Mr. Applebee, who re-ided
with two antigque maiden sisters 1 4 o
fortable “frame” at s end of the principal
thoroughfure, wus baumed by them, and
Began o grow ihin. A club, composed of
per-ons who were believers in balf the
grosxer loilies and delusions of the duy, was
torthwitly orsamzed, and Gershom  Cal-
therpe was hutored o his pet 1otbles ad
nauscam, utib bis poor old head was in a
comdition whicly fitted b for the fellow-
ship ot the wmost transcendental upholders
of the o=t visionary scheme  thad nad ever
v eoncocted. From being a disbe-
in the sucred iraths ol revelution,
ot ke wost athersts, bad taken o
cea the most idle and the least cusily
CANnumstrated as readidy as the wost plausible
rotall the soplnsnss by which he was sar-
reansled. A golden tide now tlowed ia
upon our speculators jo the mysteries of
tuimortairy, aod no testiwony more con-
vinciny than this of the doctrine of man's
fiev sreney would have been required, as,
otherswi-e, o holt trom heaven must have
aonibilited the authors of the impious und
EclHesions rites that were there perpetrated
i the zu-e ol new relir.on, The influence
avguirad by Cameron over the aged mii-
livamire was complete ; but anew stuniing
bleck now manitested itsell in Staey.

CHADTER XVIlL
THE POINTED FINGER.

Althonzh chesen by design in one of the
most inaccessible portions of the district,
few locutions could equal in loveliness and
fertitiny that which Gilbert Hueston had se-
Jected tor s ubode.  The hand of God was
ou all the Jand about—as wild and innvcent
ofurlas in the days when the rov ng Ludisn
Wis the windispuied master of every rood,
Extemeively well versed in the topogranhy
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projectors and speeulators in lands were not
likely to trouble bim for many svear to
come. Every variety ot sgenery diversified
hiz grounds; there gently rounded hills
and sloping valleys, atternated with rolling
tawns and glassy rivulets, great parks of
beant elms, and tanzled forests where herds
ot wild geer roved m perfect security and
- freedom.

tis solitary cabin wus a rude edilice, con-
rtructed partly ot stune and paitly ot tim=
ber. a single story in heighi, the dilapidated
root of reeds and dried branches, clumsily
thatched, being overgrowun with wild creep-
ing plauts that threatencd ere tong to hide
the habitation totally trom view. A rude
attemipt at gardening was visible, and & bali-
rotted fish-net bupe upon the vareco tence.

Hueston o pleasant retreat; and more ¢spe-
ciully 80 when, with youth aud health to
sustain Itim, be bad firse set up bis hounse-
hold gods in that earthly Ilysimn. OF
fate. whien not assisted by Ezva, his books
and his thoughts had been bLis only tamil-
izrs. He was conversant (rom his youth
wilh the works of the leading philosophers,
whose alluring doctrines e hal gotten so
thoroughly by beart that be seemed already
to stand upon the thresbeold of the illimii-
uble, being jnspired with a spirttuadistie
philosophy which lauched to scorn the
tricxerics ot professionals, and the myste-
1ies of the future uppeared to expana before
his entousiastic visiow in all the Lrilliant
hues of Paradise.

On the memorable duy of bis unexpected
appearzuce at the Barrens Hueeston had pass-
el some hours in close seclasion witlin his
own cubin, shken for days unvisited. There,
in the solnude of the litlde apariment de-
veted 1o bis studies, he had been in the habit
of consulttng the world ot spirits and in-
duleing in those dunserous lits of reverie
wiich had exercised so disastrous an eftect
upon his bruin. But on th's afternoon his
usual good furtupe seemed to bave deserted
him. With the ail of clhemicals he had
even drawn upou the wall a sort of horo-
scope, answeriug fo those of wlkiel Lie had
readt in the olden alebemists, und, placing
Limself opposite the strange device, conlin.
ued to gaze upon if steadtastty until ihe
ouler world and its temporul wiliirs had
been altogether forgolten, repeating to him-
self a kind of formula, in which his sap.
posed spiritual familiars were designated
by bames uncomimon and fantastic, some of
which were evidently the result of his spir-
ituul readings, while olhers were the coin-
age of Lis own gpectre-haunted fauey. A
phosphorescent, slow by dearees, took the
place ot the uncirtain light 1thay had filled
the apartmert ; the atisosphere wuas broken

of the seetion, be bad reared lus bumble
@weliivg wlere the schewes of railway

-

by shuddowy torms and undelinable nebu-
lous masses, twirllug around him 1 a wyg.

All was wild and suggestive ol decay. -
Rouglly and inartistically as it had been .
put together, it had been at all times for
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tie waltz to a soft, weird music that momen~
tarily increased until his senses were fitled
wilh a dreamy eecs asy nearly akin to fhat
produced by opium, to which he was
strongly suspecled to have resoited. T'he

which ke had thrcwn himsetf, scemed
transsarwed into a cioud. Sweet counte-
pances, beanming with light and loveliness,
passed mourniudy but rapidly helore Lim,
but puavsed mot, poinfiug ever In the direc-
tion whenge they came with a yarning ges-
ture, and vanishing with a look of so1raw-
ful pity which be regarded as prophetic of
coming troubles. Then the strains grew
more discardant and uneapthly, and a series
of hieroglyphics began to dawn in charac-
ters ol fire upon the wall.

* It is the hand of destiny,” he murmur-
ed. -1 am, then, abandoned by tkose 1
most relied apon! Yet will [ uot perish
utterly without one effori to regain my
wavering influcnce, The chart lells me
with an uwnerring voice that my destiny,
whether for good or evil, is on the eve of
its fulfitiment. Once more, then, the
cavern " At the door he met Ouiscasset,

“The Good SBpirit,” sajd the taithlal
Indian, ‘“is angry to-mghi. Go not to the
eavern, my white brother. There is that in
the mouths of his people which bodes him
no good.” '

o a1 exclaimed Hueston, turning
paler at inis confirmation of his worst fore-
bodmes, “ What do they sax}”

“ They murmur against the autbority ot
the Sachem. Tioey say that my white
bro.lier would use them and make no re-
turn.”

It is but a repetition of the ola story,”
muttered (lucston between his clenched
teeth. ¢ 1 never trusted them fully, but to
abandom me in is my lhour of need!
There is something beyond their own con-

pered with. It 11ind itso, by beavens they
shall all perish upon the same pyre that
they have lighted for their leader ! Follow
me to the cavern I

TFinding persuasion uzeless, the Indian
bent his head in token of acquiescence, and
gilently tollowed his master and friend.

Hueston found that George had not de-
ceived njm. His entrance wuas réceived
with wild looks of ominouas import. Not a
hand was put forth to return his friendly
greeting, and there was a tolal abzence of
the brotheriy frinkness whieh had charac-
terized thelr condnuct on former occasious.
Hueslon indalged in no circumlocation or
concerlmenis, but came direclly fto the
point. }

«Who bhere’ lLe almost savagely de-
manded, ¢ proclaims kimsell a prey to dis-
content ?  Which of you has dared to raise
the standard of revolt? Which of you has
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that belongs, as vour leader, only to me?
Ot what am I aceused ¥ Was it not {0 my
exertigns, miwns, awd infinenee that this
order was indebled for exisience? Nay,
many a oue snong you did I drag from
penury o it lum for so prout a teliow-
ship. ‘Fhe couds ot fire that you should bave
aided me in heaping upon the heads of my
enemies—eowalds, inarates —youn  have
terued to beup on mine 1”
The bolduess of lug speecly, as well as the
power whiclh Hueston was suppused to ex-
ereise over the world of shadows, cowed the
mujority of bis opponenis ; bul there -were
gsome hot 50 easily controlled, who were re-
solved to have their say.
“ While all respect you as the lhiead and
chiet,” spoke up the sachem second in cotn-
mand, * and while we own the favors you
have rendered, we submit that Lhis state of
things can endure no longer, and have re-
sobved ourselves Lo bresk our onds.  Hith-
erto you have mooopoelized sole power.
We bave gradually becomeé your slaves,
with the simple word of a simple mun [or
our law. It must ceage [rom tlus day
forth 17

* What are the remedies proposed. for. of
course, though kept so long in sccret, you
Lave a planp ¥

“ We have concluded,” risponded the
speaker, “ fo elect n president, chazgealle
able al the option of his colieagues and sub-
ject to the advisement of a council especial-
ly appointed to revise bis acts. T'he mat-
ter bas Deen debated and the docunent i3
glrecady prepared by which our fulure
actions must be regulated.”

* What then? Proceed I

“ This document, Ghibert Hueston, you
must siga’’

“ How it I refuse ™

“You will be ejected, even as you ejected
Martia Hun_ertord.”

» Hungerford 17 exclaimed  Ilaeston,
breat.aless with indignation. ** You will

not surely degrade me to Lis leveli? Why,
Hungerford was a (raitor, and as fuch, for
your own good and with your own consemt,
1 expelled hifn,,’ '

“ Then, where 15 Huoogerlord ? Does
your power extend to the lives as well as to
e acts of yeur fellow-men ¥ 11 this were
submitied to, no man can (ell whose turn
might not come next. Bring here the new
arficies of faith. ~ 1f Hueston sign these, Lie
is still in fellowehip.”

¢ You kill with kindress,” replied Ilues-
ton, bitterly. © Where is this precious
parchment #”

It was handed to him by the scribe.

*& I this the only copy ¢’ ‘

« 1t is. Madman, what would you do ?”
o added, saddenly springing towara Hues-
ton.

“~ A testimony of respect for your new

taken upon Dhimself the respousibility of
calling the Brotherhood together—a duty

fraternity,” replied Hueston, tolding his
are and glaring deflance upon them. He
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bhad forn the new constittion into fraz.
inents betore the yery eves ot its authors.,

A muvement of irresoluiion succeeded.
Thea the Brotherliood began to murmur
aud there was u general pressure toward
Huewion, who, nevertheless, did not recede
an meh.

b oam unarmed,” he said, *and cannot
resist you without proceeding to an extrene
whicly, anless pusiied to extremmties, wouic

be fwptons ;5 but here, by the hivid gorse of

wy wariyred brother, I swear Lo “perish
ruther tian quit the sanctuary so long eon-
secrated by us remaing !

“Oul with the drveler and the body.
ton 7 shouted some ol the more anscrupu-
lous, * Let us bave co more juggleries

Taey lnd advanced put a siep when £zra
an- the fiitbtul George rushed breathilessly
int> the open space between bis father and
the malcont-nts.  His unerring rifls was in
Lug hands, pointed, as was that of the Indian.
directly iu the taces of the mutineers, wiio,
not hkiog the aspect of things. at once de-
sigterl,

*Yuu'll rebel, will you, ve fililwy curs !
cshouted Ezra, mad with passion. “Ury it
some ol you! Let ki siep lorward that
Hkes o be thought courigeous. YWhal—uot
onc of all your number? A pretty pack to
piace dependence on !

“Why do vou interfere? No harm was
meant.”” said the tirst speaker, sullenly.

“ No harm, did vou say, Eustace IHar
vey? Do you call thizact ol driving & man
from Iis owa, no harm? Yhat an adimire-
ble peititorger the law jost in vou when it
threw you over the bar! Now Eustace
Huarvev, Adam Bavage, snd the rest—a
word with you io turn. This spo!, and alt
that it contaius belonw, you will not deny,
fo Gilpert Hueston, who stands before you.

The very brotherhood from which you seck
to cject him was ot his and his Drother's
rearing. One thiog. thetefore, is plain-—if
thut authority rests with auny one, it is his
privilege to dictate terms 1o vou. Ino his
nawme I therefore say, you may retire i yon
like, tukinz just what relongs to you--no
more, no less ; but make another movement,
utter anclher threat, and, althousy we may
share the counmeoen rain, [ dencunce you to
the authoritiez,  Astor Martin Hungertord,
bLrinyg the mun buck yourselves, since you
mpe 50 ANX1GUS to recover him.”
+We hind no Land in that” exclaimed sev-
eral at once.

= No% but thelaw says otherwise., In its
estcem you are all accomplices, aond the
penal'ly mwarded to one will be awarded o
all.  What do yousay now? Do you re-
tract ¥

Al we desire is the more equal @istribu-
tion ot anthority,” 1eptied Harvey:  aund,
as to the rest. that too ard a hand may unot
rest upon those who may occasionaliy seek
to interpret our laws to their own advun-
tage —tor Guod having given every man a

Ve W -

right to his share of the soil, it is no more
than just thas those who would monopolize
it shrmid be made to pav forfeit.”

v Beitas you will. My darling ohject de-
feated, I have no otlier. The aathority you
denute back to me I devolve to my son. As
tor me, L ant old, and bave mothing to do
but to guickly puss Irom the scene of my
much wisuppointment and sorrows,™

= But will yo 1 son aceept ¥

“Forall good purposes [ am  with youn
sl said Ezia. - © You know me (oo well
to pelieve that T could act otherwise, The
w.ongs inflicted upon our kith und kin shall
be punished to the Jull measure in their
tine and order, nor with my conseat shall
toot ol stranger press the fruittul soil
mure und the laws bave given us as a
beritage. Now to less serious matters.
The Tndian telts us of a royal stag of ten
he met just uow in the lorest, aud where
there are one there are nore, or my woods
erutt fily me  Who's for {he chage»?

A unanimous soout called a thousand
shrill responses from the novks and recosses
of the rock, at this proposition so mueh in
accord with (hewr feelings, and, hardly
Pausing to grasp thie band of their late chief,
they passed without order from the covern
into the free, tresh air and joyous sunshine,
leaving Hueston ulone with congenial soli-
tude and gloom,  Ouly the erech snd dusky
figure of the devoted Inidiun—looking in hig
putnt and trappings like some hideous idol
transplunted from a temple of Hindostan—
reuetned beside him. At lensth even e
bad vanished, and Husstcn, baving ordered
that no one should approwcly, was presently
lett alone—alone will the corpse of Cyril.

Iow long le had pondered and prayed
iu solitude be knew not, when a swell of
aistunt muosic, mivgled with sounds w"ich
he knew were ntterly uninteibgible, caught
his ear. e looked around, holding his
breath, and listened inteatly. The solitude
was appuiling, and the sigle torch which
dim'y lighted the place thlew o supernatq-
ral glare upen the cerpse in Lho crypt,
malking it 100K wore livid and shostly than
ever.  EHis heart pulpitated with « slrange,
name:less fear.  No other sound buf the
wizar{-like music and the incessant drip,
arp. from the invisibde roof of the vaul,
Ile hiad never kuown terror betore; he
swneld it now—a  superstitious, chillinge
kind of awe, nnder Whose influence eourage
giew laind within. An srresishible impulse
drew him toward the corpse. .

“ Bpirg ol my murdered brother,” whig-
pered FHueston, with a vague horrer, “what
cab this sound portend

Slowly the corpse seemed to rise 1ts right
aru: until the fingers pointed to the quaarter
of the cavern lrom whick the sounds Lad
proceeded,

- Huaeston snatehed the toreh from its
niche, and, now pacing forwaid into the

gloom, and now leoking bick to make cer-
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~“tlaia that he was not followed, after proceeds
ing some hurdreds of yords over boulders
and hge blocks of crystal, and past waping
fissures, inlo one of which be must have
tiollen had be not carried 2 torch, he came
“{to a voulted passage, which he pursued
-4 for what must have been a great digtance,
§ when the brand which he earried suddenly
“# dropped from his grasp, and left him .in
& gtter darliness. 'When he aguin sought to
advance, putting out his hand before him
for guidance, a wall seemed to enclose bim
on every side—cold, and slippery, and coz-
 moisture, and slime. Some living ob-
$ ject touched his hand and slipped away
the crevices ol the rock. He shrauvXk avol-
untiry and aeain advanced, determined to
4 combat tie malieious infleence which had
: lately talen so much delight in tormenting
Ly harn.
11 If18 position was now really perilons
The silence was paintul, and the chance of
groping his way back without accident was
very slonder.
As the prospect of perishing alone and in
{ such 2 pluce was not to hig liking, he put
out his hands once more, and was relieved
4 1o find that at least une avenue of escape
was epen to lum.  An hour passed, and
still he seemed confined to the comtracted
passage he liad entered. It appeared to
grow ualTower every moment. Just then
a light ativacted his attention. With the
same cure he pushed onward as before, aod
plesently came to » crevice in the rock,
7 from which proceeded the ray, andl also
i the sinsular sounds that had guided him
thither. .
Hueston had groped his way to therear o
the hovel where Bnook was in the babit of
bolding bis interviews with the spirits, and.
: if rumor spoke lruly, withe creptures of less
elhereal mould and more worldly proclivi-
 ties. Th.s crevice in.the sott, limestone
" rock he soon widened by the removal of a
stone, aud squeezing through with some
difliculty, lound
_ antong the paraphernalia of the mediam.
Beveral of his contederateg, blowing Freoch
horns and rasping tean fiddles, or wrturing

i
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flaring dip, were as much astonished as it a
real spectre had risen from under their teet,
but, as Hueston did not exhibat any similar
surpnse—merely placiag his fineers upon
bic lips as he stepped by them—ihey very
natimally supposed him to be 1n the secref;
else how couid bie huve been there ?

The rest of the ocecurrences of that day
have been duly set forthh in a former
chuptir.  Oaoe result of this last flight
ot Hueston’s disordered_ fancy was the
total breaking up ot the original organiza-
tion, but in its place arose a new
fraternity, freed from all the religions
asceticis i and wysterions  observan e
by wlich ftor so many years Hues.ou,

himself unexpectedly.

a dram and an accordeon by the light of a’
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and °still upholding the wright of the
proselytes to the most unlimited froedom
within the pleasant domain whereon . they
were bred and which they had been tauclit
to believe that unscrupulous men were in-
tent to resist. Tlie support of the poor, the
aidance ot oppressed and tho reliet of the
needy were cardinal points, of their creed,
while the persecution of the oppressor or

. the stranger who came within their lines

as Intending to do them harm, even to the
exient of obtiging him to disgorce that of
which it was kKnow lhe had defranded
others, was enjoined as mot only » right,
bat & doty. ]
Henceforth thewr haunts were the sylvan
shades that bordered the lake and studded
the mountain side. Their gatherincs were
held ia gecret spots unnoted by Huesion,
who baried bis brother's corpse in tue in-
nermost recesses of the eave. It was many
days ere he visited it again. By bis orders
the ladin rolled the rock whica once
closed it into the peol beneath, and the
grottoes whosesscrets were thus tor the first
tim= unvailed soon becume a favorite resors
of the curiosity secker.

CHAPTER XIX.

AN UNWARRATED PERVERSION OF THOE
GREAT HARMONIA.

A few days subsequent lo the eclaircisse-
ment corsequent upon Hueston's- sudden
sppearance among the mummers at the
eatbering on the Pine Barreus, aud Lis no
less unaccountabie disappearance therefrom,
three persons were sested in earnest con-
suttation round a table iu the library of
Judge Cameron. One was the magistrate
himsglf, another was the philosopber
d-egnug Garstucker, and the third asswuned
the fleshly proportions of the medium, Jona-
than Snook. Had this interview taken
place within the common knowledge, the
pubitc might have exhibited some curiosity
to know what two of the most inlluential
men in the township could have had to says
to bring them 1nto such irtimate relation,
with & character 80 notorisus o8 Snonl. At
this interesting juncture late would so have
it that Aenes Cameron—ag vel unaware of
the terrible saerifice that wus to be demand-
cd ot her for the purpose of sustaining the
corrupt magigtrate and his coufederaies in
their nelarious designs—shiould be at that
moment engaged with ler tambour frame
and her troubtes behind that very screen
withina shelier of which ghie had listened to
the original conversalion between her father
and Magnus Gurstacker with regard to the
Culthiorpes; and which divided the farger
apaitinent from & smszll bay window cowm-

had mrintained his ascendancy over them

'

manaing a view of hex faber’s gardens, and
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the silvery lake with its fringe of TDlue
mountains beyond.

At first her naiural impulse was to retire 5
then, a3 ler own nauie cauvlt her unwiiling
ear, she gank back into her scat, more dead
thao alive from a dread of the reveiutious
that she doubted wot were coming forin.
Tuis uction was her preservatiou, 1or Cam-
eron. coming 1o the screen just as Agnes
had tallen into the shadow of :hie drapery,
and casting a hasty glance Lehind, secmed
satisrled that there were no listeawis about,
and réturned 1o the table.

It is tor his sake only,” “thought Ag-
pes, “that 1 turn cavesdropper; aund why
sliould & girlish dread of the world's cen.
WUFe deter me trom even worse extremes ¥

The uwnmistakable tomes of Jonasthan,
witheut the naszl drawl, were the first that
she beard disiinetly, and it was a sourve ol
mingied gratileation sod pain to Agnesthat
slie was now beginnmng to ascertmin who
were her luther's aceomplices.

*1t is & hazardous sclicme,’” said 1he
medinm, apparently in reply 1o solne pro-
posul which bad been luio betore him by
the others; and, there being now 0o ocens
g10n tor disguise, the rustic manner he had
praviously assumed was dropped; “inen-
en cring upon so bold aun uandertaking it
wili ot do to conceal {rom ourselves ihe
perd that wili environ us al every step.
e although thore who bave investirated
the tuhject at all koow that our theory is
nased upon trudy, yvet medivme, a3 owell us
ther fulilis, are soisetimes obliged, in onder

Copass their views, (o resert to trick-
cry. M in the course of the altempe to
wold liem to our will, the spirita should
grow iractious—"

At this the philosopher Magnus laughed
outrignt, while Cameron flushed up hike an
insuled gamecock,

“ Miter SBoook!? quoth the magistrate
admonishingly.

I am hsteuing sir.”

“ D you see anything about me,” asked
the magistrate,” looking the wedinm steadi-
ly ju the faee, '*to induee & suspicion that
I'am mory credulousty inclined than most
persons¥”

*0, no. my dear sir, by no means,” re-
plied Jonathan, as obsequiously as belore,
aud rubbing bis hands while maiaiug the
most of every syllable.

*Then, pray sir, 1avor me by abaudoning
this nousense and coming at once to the
point.”’

“1 am doing 80, gentlemen, ag rapidly as
pessible; but 1 must be allowed my own
mo.e ot proceeding, or, really, there will
be no petting on at ali.,”

"t Yuu £k like an adept, sir, who believes
in bis arg,” said Magnos, “and whom ex-
pusure but strengthens in Lis couvicions.

cw beautilul is faith I

““‘Fappreciate the irony, gentiemen,” but
Fou win pardon me,” smy Jouatiian, with

"
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a rieing cotor in his face, ¢ if on a theme in

Cameron Jingled the loose change in his
poclket) “my tongie outruns my discrelion
and your patiznce. My tiriends, you are
bolth of you prudent and far-sceivg men,
What if this 1ittte scheme of ours shoald”
secure the consummation of our purposes,

but kill the innocest instrumett ¥

“Pshaw I” replied Cameron, taking a

swallow of brandy to drowa the unpalatable

thought; il you mean Aggie,. slie’s no

chicken—glender as she looks.

*Qur f{riend, Snceck, lere, is growings

congeientions,” grinned Doctor Maynus

with one of lis satanic sneers.

**I am not, thanks to an early acguaint-
tance with vice ot all sorts, I never was!
merely wished to place before your eyes, if
yon had not weizhed them slready, Lhe tull
consequences of this siep, so that there be
1o backing out in the future.””

“ YWuo would think,” said the Justice to
his appealing chnfrere, ** who would think,

wenl unhung 2 .

Tuere’s a vacauey, just now, in the par-
ish, or will be shortly,” 1id Magrus, = sod
1 shalt cheertully recommend our friend,
Jonashan for the post.”’ )

T may,” said Jonathan, “‘one day seck
that elevation.”

“ Or some other—one you are sare of I”
sa1d Cameron, pointedy.

% My time is nearly up,”” remarked Mag-
nus, glapeing at his wateh, 1 have an im.
portant analysis to make before three, You
have our proposition bhefore you. Bay the
word —ure you to be with us or agaiosi us.
in this business ¥

“ Your schems is an excellent one,” ro-
joined Snook, <and shall have my ardent
co-operation.’ Co

“ 1 spita of the uncertainties of the fu-
tute ¥’ asked Magnos, with an attempt &t
sarcusin.

~In spite of the powers infernal aml
sunernal U returned Jonathan, almost ficree-
1y, “ When the fother of sins bas an object
to accomplish he seldom lacks jnstruments,
and Uil tind conrederates enough, LI'll war-
ract you.”

“ Fyrom what part of the realms of dark.
ness will you fetch them®” asked Cameron,
affecting raillery. .

“They shall be of more corporeal
mould,” was the reply; “what gay you ‘0
the lale associates of the apmable cybic,
Hueston "

“Faugh! impacticable; a pack ot mad-
braired theoris 8,” rejuined Cameron.

“You do them less than justice ; they are
almost worthy, 1n point of rascality, to sit
on the same bench with ourselves. The
mysterious leazue bas disbandud. the old
cushion-thumper, they say, has gone mac-

"

der thau ever, and shuts Limselt up in his

which I ap so deeply interested,” ( here Mr. §

while undergoing uoll this, that he was lis- H
tening Lo as nccomplished a ruscal as ever

8 castle. In short, I have out-manwuvred
hiny, and his forces are now virtualiv at my
! commnand. Without making confidants ot
thei, we can use them in wany ways for
i the ftorwarding of our purposes, There's
nothing like fraternization, my boy! Wlhat
: gay, iriend Cameron, to & seat in Congress P’
“To Congress? Ha! hal ha’?
** Dou’t laugh—you shall go there, if you
like, sir.” .

& Bball L, really ,

“Youshall! You micht be ‘president,
if you prefer it, but loillow my - system.
Tou pay your money and ycu také your
choige I

“How I admire your selfabnegstion, ex-
“1‘}}‘,‘,‘,"“ Camoron, **not. to take it your-
¢ seli !

' “Hueston slill sarvives,” pursued Jon-
4 il

han, rumipating, *and he 1s —”

; ‘" Everybody's master, one would sup-

pose. io Lear peopie latk ot him, “growled
the Doctor; * but let him be careful.”
i ““‘Everything is to be feared from those
E Hoestons,” said  Jonathan  thoughtfully.
i Nuthing would be easier than for lbhem 10
| spoil our vretty scheme if they got wind of
it. We must get them guietly out of the
¢ way, and Ithink I Laye a plan that will
1 answer the purpose. We have work be-

lore us, I can tell you. and enough of it
Fortunately, shere are pleuty of men of in-
fuential character bur tender intcllects,
wlio can be made uuconsciousty to aid our
views, and the number of those who pos-
sess great talents combined with an utter
wani of priuciple 15 gnife in proportion.
These we must pay. A nomber of well
maoaged displays in the supernatural liue
will attract the thoughiless, and a few ex-
aggeraling letters with good indorsements
wiil lend an alr of credibility to the whole.
This will set the ball 1n motion, and while
it puts money in our purses, will blind the
Caliorpes €3 to our ultimate object. Ot
course you must furnish me with pleaty of
tunds to begin with, ang I depend upon
your premise that Miss Cameron shall be
our High Priestess, Nothing could be
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done without ler, and even should she be
inchined Lo piay us talse, we have siill g
sQrety tor her ultimate faith in her romsn.
tic stlachient for the youeger Hueston.®
{“Are vou herc® thoushy Agnes, a3

uew light saddenly flashed upon ber, and g -

feg]iug of posilivé ttiumph took the place
of her late terrors and misgivings; +1
lhank you tor the hint, sud may Provi-
dence euabie me to improve it”) Y Where
the affalr will stop,” continued Snook,
*‘there is nu telling,  but our successy, I
thinic, is tolerably assured.” :

The conversation which Agnes had for-
tunaie'y overheard sfforded ner moch food
fer serious reflgetion.  Whalever mieht be
the result ofthe game these men were rrlay-
Ing. ber own ruin seemed certuin. 'L here
appeared, therelore, but one courss lety tor
her fo pursue, aad in silently muaking oot
lier pluns for the future, altliongh she wag
fully consrious of the sacrifice that she was
required to make, she did not waver. As
it was not & part of her father's policy to
acquaint her with the nature of Lis views
she was spared she pain of listening 1o ibe
confession of unworthy molives trom the
lips of a parent ; the lalter Placing his pio-
Ject upon such » looting 1n their subseguent
couve salinns upon the subject, as to wmalke
it appear that through her acquicrcence im
his measures, and throueh that alone, conld
his ruingat the hands of Gershom Calthorpe
be averted. His manner- wai so prangivle
thathad she not heard thed.alogue just nar-
rated, she must ave Leen convineed 1n her
own despite. * Hig surprise and gratifica-
tion were equal when in reply o lis
admonitions be heard her say. ' It is my
Juty to obey you, sir. When the hour of
trink comes Agnes Cameron shall not be
found wanting.”

The ‘pllosopher, on the costrary, shook
bis head when 1he resnlt was made known
lo biln, and expressed it as his belief that
s0 much alzerity on the part of that young
lady was very suspicious. ‘
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CHAPTER XX.
A PROPOSAL.

The thickening mysleries of whicli Agnes
Cameron hud gradueally becowe the cen're
excrcised, as mght naturally be supposed,
an enervating cliect npon a obrain already
exhausted by previous trials, and the poor
girl was finally prostrated by a fever, in the
beight cf which her dreams were filled with
visions, and forms from the unscen world
appeared to come and go hke shadows be-
tore her upsieady sight. Butnature asserted
her supremacy, and at the expiracion of &
week Agnes was considered sufliciently
convaieseent to leave the sick room and
receive the congratulations ol Ler acquaint
ances. A hetghtened color and a slight
trembling of the bund were all that remained
to tell ol the dapger ste bad escaped. This
state o atfairs was fated o a serious inler-
ruption  One merning there loomed upon
the people of Lxcelsior a youthk whose
apparition, as he rode about the village,
excited an urusual sensation amoog  the
gossipa. e wore, this young man. & coat
with enormpous collar and buge funopel
sleeves, to which the tapering skirts, by
some called swallow-tails, were hadicronsly
disproportioned ; a cravat with fringes lhike
those on a lady's parasol, a pair of cnoss-
barred leggings—thaey were too stinted and
too short for pantaloons—and boots about
ns farpe a3 buby socks, while s * Hyperion
brow, * which still relaioged the fishlike ex-
pression that bad characterized it in its in-
funcy. wasovershadowed by one of the most
imposing specimens of the conventlonal
ftyie of hat. A telescore would also Lave
revealed a slight mustache and a little duck
of = mouth jute which, with bi< eyes shat,
Le might have delied you o pop a sugar-
plum.  This youtlr's reception was Hatter-
ing in the extreme, especially as he was
reporied to be amply endowed with wealth,
It wus, a3 might be conjectared, Stacy Cal-
thorpe, who had coatesedly visited Excels
sior with the view of depriving that spot of
i*s Joveliest ornament in the person of Miss
Agnes Cameron, whowm he wus 10 btar
aw~ay to a distant city us h.g bride. Huge
was the fndignation excited thereupon, and
many were the schemes that were put in
agritation to vrevent so unwelcome ap Idsue.
Mr. Cameran could not resist so inviting an
offer, und the prepar.tions tor the wedding
were hurried forward secretly, but with
unprecedented dispateh. The judge’s asso-
Clates were judicinusly kept as long as pos-
§ible in the dark. Agnoes bersell knew
pothiug of the urrangement untit it was
geutly broached to her by her dueunn, Her
beart almost ceased tu beat, and ber teatures
were like those of a stutue aus she Jistened.
By degrees u sickly smile broke over her
faded countenance.” Lt matters little bow
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they propose to dispose of me,” she an-
swered ; “my hand, I tear. is clalmed by a
bridegroom whose demands are yet more

urgeni"and who will not be denied.” i

Young Stacy Calthorpe, although athome
in what he called “genieel society,” was i
considerably embarrasged when he waited 3§
on Acnes in person 10 acqii.int ber with the 34
full extent of the honors that were in store B
for her, bul as she did not appour ot all sur- §
prised or confused, and as, in fact. she did g
not at first reply fo him at all, further than
might be conveyed i slight inclinations of §
the bead and in monosyllables to which no j
meaning could be imputed, be grew hunseld! f
more confidenrt, and drew, as be procecded. H
a Uriliiant picture of the life she wonid lead {;
in the great city of Gotham, to which he [
would at once convey her as Mra. Cal- |
thorpe, including the opera and the {ashion- -‘3
able {ollies of Fiith avenue, which he |}
described like an auctioneer. But the lady, F
lor some cause, did not appear at alt over- |
joved at this tauvcliul reproduction.of the
Jors that awaited her. She did not altach |
any very loity value to weullh, and it such .
had been the cage, Stacy Calthorpe was not g
a Croesus., il

“Your circumstarces. Mr. Stacy Cal-
thorpe, it is neediess to detail,” said Aunes, [/
quietly, in reply. « With vour tmnsqencseni: i
werits, 2130, 1 am well acquaindied. it isnos
requisite that you sbould dwell upow them |}
with me. But have you properly consid-
ered the step you woulid take?” )

“ Of course ; 1 know folks willsay 1 am
throwire mysetf away, and all that, but do
you #'pose I'd have made you the olfor if IE
badn’t considered ¥ As to vouriil bealth,
you know—why—you know, that’s ;ashion-
able—all women ot high connexion are oui |
of sorts almost always, but somehow the §
docturs continue to ke p 'em agoing.”

“ 1 hear, sir.” said Agqnes, smiling in spite
ot her paintul posttivn. *“But sre you
aware of ihe qualificativns {bat shonld be
possessed by every true woman wio ase
pires to the title of wite ¥

(), of course—piano. a li‘lle French, o
little ltalian, erochet work, polka, the Ger-
man. Stewards.” .

* A wide, Mr. Stacvy Cuithorpe,” =aid
Apoes, gravely., “sbould bring to her hus-
Lanud for Ler best doweyr capabilities und
atfections suiled to the station 1 lite to
which he would call her. She sbouid he
sutliciently unen~umbered with doemestic
ties to relinguish witbout a piurmur the
friends aod associations of Ler youith tor
those of the new sphere upon which sle js
required to enter. Above ali, sne should
possess an unclouded windand a pliunt will
that can bend on all occasions to thal ot the
man with whom she has inferwoven her
destiny.  The glitter of gold 1s at the best a
deceit, which dazzles and mortifies our
neighbors wuile it does not materially con-
iribute to our own happiness, bul the smile
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of affection is thie heart’s true sunshine——
Letter (han wealth, or fame, or power—and
withoutl which the costliést mansion is noth-
ing more than A gilded sepuichre.”

“ Hamg'd if she can’t out-1atk our whole
coterie I’ thought Stacy. in ecstasy. +“O,"
ke said, “ we shall get alone well enouch ;
there js nothing easier. All that's necessary
is to ao what everybody else does under the
cirenmstances—it's imposgible to go wrorg.
We're all in the same boat—but, I beg par-
don—you don’t adwire the wpter.”

“There is another thing,”’ she continned,
a3 seriously as betore;  a wife shosld love
her husband with an undivided affection,
and,"‘l\lr. Stacy Calthorpe, 1 do not love

ou!

“Pooh! that's nothing ! hLe rejoined.
“ At bhome we don't consider that an obsta-
cle. I fact, we have separate rooms, and
it is etiquette to see each oilier as seldom as
possible ; so seldom thal—well, you know,
1t’s a mere social compacl, and—a -you see,
Miss Cuameron. . fact is—I Enow ~what I
megn, but 1'm no talker, and that's the lung
and short of it.””

*We will waive that point, then, and
confine ourselves to mnatters of faet,”

“Matiers of fact; that’s my idea pre-

" giselv.”

*¢ Have you, then, Mr.: Stacy Calthorne,
considered sufficiently woat are the duties
of a husband toward his wife?”

“Yes—plenty of money, I suppose—car-
riage. op'ra-box, shopping—toot the hilis—
no intermeddling with domeslie arrange.
ments—no grnbling—all that!”

- “And ig it iu tbis way, sir, thai vour
father has passed through lile¥” asked
Agnog, indignantly. :

»Pre-cigely! He never interfered -with
the oid woman. Begad, it he did he'd
never abeard the last of 1t!”

T'o prolong such a conversaticn would
have been useless: to appeal to his gener-
os1'y, Apnes telt, would be equally so0. Bhe
resolved to be eandid with him, as the only
alternalive. :
7+ 1 am still afraid that we do not under-
stand each other, but if any deception has
been used, you shall nol, at any rate, have
an excuse lor blamine me. This proposed
union, then, of which T pnever heara until
ihis morning, i8 so opposed to my own
wishea that I should lock even upon death
as a welcome deliverance from such a thral-
dom ”’ . )

“Your father bever told me s0,” an-
swered Stacy; 'l swear e told me only
this mornirg that you were dying with love
for me—he did, upon my word !~

¢ And you believad hum ?”

“ OFf courze [ did. It is not often that a
1y;ouug man of my position and prospects
23 t0 woo in vain. If there is any conde-
scension in the case I know which side it

. doesn't lie on.”

CLEFT . . ‘71

“Enough of this, gir; you see Tam il);
pray spare me.”

“0, I don't want td bore anybody. 1
guess [ can find some people that won'g
consider my cooversation tedious; buat, as
for old Cameron—-it "1 doo’t give him a
sample of my omnion before I go back.”

He brought up here very suddeuly, for
Agnes, uttering a low groan, and press-
jug her. hand cpon her teart, sank back
upon the sofa At the same moment mrse
Dynderberg entered, pale and collecled,
but without a shadow of surprise on her
face She bad noted the‘interrnplion, and
kuew too well what it portended. Sne wag
follawed by Judge Cumeron, to whom
Stacy immediately imparted lits priels,

» Never mind,” be satd, as Agnes, Teaning
on the arm of Mrs. Dunderverg, slowly
left the apartament; *“you're 4 man of spirit
and ambition, and you shall have her yeat!"

In epite of Mr. Camerow’s assurance, it
was becoming alarmingly proballe, how-
ever, that ‘the threatened paptinis would
never be comsummated. A wiser pnwer
than man’s bad taken the matter into hi4
keeping. From the moment of the conyer-
sution recorded in the pages preeedinrm, the
inlended victim began fo siuk with a rapwd-
ity that loreboded her speedy dissolution,
Seeing, at last, that there was no Lope for
bim, Stacy, gtter an ineffectual endeavar to
prevail upon his lather to accompany him,
paciked up his valize in a “buff’ ’ and de-
parted for the ¢ity, intending to carry back
with him the deeds and papers which bad
50 hearly fallea into Cameron’s cluteles,
They were contained in a wallet which
Btacy always wore about his person, and he
had never permitted & doubt as to their per-
tect security to cross bis mind. His dismay,
when he found that this prec.ous packet
was missiug can be but famtly imagined.
In vain he secoured the neighhborhood in the
hope of recovering them, not daring in the
meanwhile to acquaint Lis father with hiy
losg; they were nct to be {found, ana the
operation of ‘*putting screws™ to Cameron
was invariahly postponed.

“ Never mind,” thought Stoecy, “if we
don't recover them there wil he s0 much
litigation saved. and who knows that toe
entire gection i3 worth the lawyer's fees it
would cost us to obtain

Bo. instead of returning and aeguainting
his father with the facts, he piarsued s
bomeward journey, wisely concluding to
intrust his confidences to a letter at the
nearest post-town, by which proceeding ne
would save both his father’s reproaches and
the renewal of certain unpleasant scenes
with Mr. Cameron,

Now, indeed that personage sought to
soothe his stricken chiid with the news of
Stacy’s departnre—making a  virtus of
the disclosure, as though the match had
veen broken off by himself, in compliance
with her wishes ; .buf jt was too late! The

\
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heart that was all love and tenderness—
thas had repeid his negleei and 11l-treatment
with unvarying affection, seemed crushed
forever. She lingered slowly, like some
drooping tlower lhovering /between life
and death shrdungh itg brie! Indian Summer,
growing daily more attenuated, and yet not
uttering -complaint or murmur. Iler
thoughts wandered, it was evident, and in
Ler abstraction the power of speech seemed
suspended. Her mother was the only per-
gon abont her whotn she recognized. Wlhen
addressed by her, Agues wounld put ber dis-
ordered liair back Irom her altered lace,
and, gazing upon her for a moment with
every sign of attection, would suffer her head’
to subside upon the bosom which had shel-
tered her when a child—an attitude in
which she would remain for bours. Once
again was Kzra Hueston frecty admitied—
more in the hope that the sight et her clild-
licod’s acquainiance might prevent a total
aberration of intellect rather than out of
any disposition to favor him; yel & mother
could not hinve exhibited more affection for
ber ehild than was exiibited by Mrs Oam-
eron for ¥zra Fueston. No words werse
interchangsd between the lovers; the frail
victim only pressed his bhaed against her
heart, and gazed into hiseyes with s look so’
intenso, and yet so powerful, that the tears
would start despite his etforts to restramm
them. As he bent over the delicate, wast.
ed creature that clung so confidingiy to
lim, as thouwvh in his presence the eune sole
joy ot her itz had been consummated, there
was no use for words. The eyes have a
Innguage of their own far more eloguent
thap the most honeyed plirascs, apd Mrs.
Cameron would not lor worlds have ivter--
rupted them. In, Yzra. Hoeslon's esteem,
l)_{v her misfortunes a ted-
{oid ciaim upon Lis regard, ava if he had
loved her before, he all but worshiped
her now. The ionterview was a. short one.
measured by mowent's alone, but, brief ag
it was, they had obtained a betler insight
into each other's hearts than years of In-
timacy bad revealed to them. , The precaris
ous cohdition ot his ouly child effected in
Mr., Cpmeron’s mind, for the time, a ¢hange
of purpese with regerd to Ezra whith lad
hitherto never entered irte his cal(,\j::iﬁm;s,

Agnesihad won {

“and young Hueston 'was daily eranted -in
interyleWras the sole penng of pregerving

! bis dagghter’s lie. « This did not at'all in-

volve a change in his views with regard fo
Hueston, his secret dread of whoin was daily
incrensmg: le

1t was Snook who had managed to ac-
quaint bimselt with the secrets of the bro-
therhood, and 1o depose the elder Hueston.
Opening 1o them by degrees, by appeals to
& passion, which more or less acteates all
men—ihe preed of gain—a prospect of
boaudless riches, he roadily succeeded in
drawing within his influence the ruder and
more numerouns portien of the visionary
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erew, who preferrad to embrace & new leads
er like Camercn, whose weight in the outer
world would enable them to practice witis
out fear of detection or punishment such
illicit acts as might lead to the general ag-
graudizement of the members—a minor
division, owning to consciences more ten-
dev, preferving to associate siill with the
son of their tormer chief.

The consciousness that his star was in the
deacendant made Huoeston more gloomy
and morose than ever, and he fretted ng
much under the ascendancy ot his son as
beneath the insidious manceavrings of his
enemtes. klis old excitement was dying out,
and he was becoming cross and querulous,
He even once accused hiz son of being
secretly leagued with hig encmies, inasmuch
ag the influence of the Camerons over him
was apparently greater than his own.

Thus situated, Bzra’s positlon was truly
embarrassing, lor as yet the culpability of
Cameron was more o matter of theory than
proof, at least in as for as related to ns
tather’s mast rerious wroag.

taith in his kind, Vainly did he seck jo
question his fate through the shadowy

to derive conselation ander lus trinls. 'With
the ingenuity of approaching waduess, he
attributed sheir desertion of bim to his mo-
mentary weakness in his last interviow with
one whom Lie had marked as the destroyer
of his race, aud he resolved hencetorth to
steel hia heart against all snch unworthy
emolions. At times be would strotl off to
a great distance, under what he'termed the
sparitual influence (and a vexations ang mis-
clueyous spivit it must have been wiach
eopld baye led him ioto such a labyrinth ot
doubiaand perplexities)and aller days would
return, regeed and covered with woundy
from the briurs through which he had
torn his way, and braised by the rocks over
which he had fallen—the ever faithfal In-
dian finding 1t difficult to keep up with him
in hig wanderings. IIad it'not been for the
Indian, in fact, Gilbert would have starved,
for Lis skill as a marksman had altogether
lett him, and bis evesight was daily becoms
i%g. more impaired,, 1t wag'on . ohe of these
otcagions that, Hy gtoh.s ayisinz in the night
ang steppipg sofily over. the figure of the
slumbering Indiad, was miles beyond recfil
departure, Apprebensive for tus futher’s
gatety, the Ialter hastily started in pursuit,
laking that trail through the fyrest with
which he wag Dbest acquainted, while
George proceeded to explore the most in-
tricate places.

All that day Agnes seemed strangely dis-
turbed, constantly puiting balk her har to
listen for those [ootsteps that lLad become
1o ber as [wmiliar s the throbbing of her
own heart, As hours on hours glided by

und cume no Lars, she grow more sirangely

Ag tur Hueston he had appareatly lost all '

tannliarg from whom he had once been won'’t |

.

‘expectedly relieved ot the most

betoré elther George or Hzra knew of his.
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aritated, and for once even the soothings
and caresses of her mother failed to restove
her to her usual quietude.  That night'tue
old inlirmity came back with tenfold vioe
lence. Overcome. by asuxiely and long
watehing toe nurse, Dunderberg, had falien
agleep 1n her chalr; Mrs, Usmeron had
alremly preceded her in the adjuining

chamber, and when she awoke in the mogn.,

g to look atter her charwre, Agues wus not
to be seen. ‘ n

All the surrounding dwellers, and more
bes des, were immediately out In search of
the missing girl. Some assomed to Dbe
wise, and set the occurrence down as one
of the consequences of tampering with for-
bidden suljects, but none wirnheld itheir
sympathy from the reputed victim of these
sncrilegious proceedings; The search that
duy‘waﬂ_u vain one; and the next, and yet
a third were passed without aoy clue being
obtiinet to her whereabouts, uniil the con-
victfon at last began to obtain ground that
shie Yund thrown herself into the lake in one
of thpse fits of rpental aberfation to wiuch
her father now acknowledged she had been
subject™ . . o .

Un the disappearance of Agnes the town-
ship wag inundetéd with ramors, and, al-
though ihie story of Stacy’s disappointment
was unotoricus, it was everywhere confi
dently asserted that the refgsal had come
frgm the father agnipst tlie young lady's
wishes, and that the lovers nad compromis.
ed the matter D’K an clopement.  Of course,
nine-tenths of the young spinsters **always
thought she was an arttul, desiuning cica-
ture,” while the young gallants could not
goe what she could admire in such s ¢ spe-
cimen ” as Stacy Calthorpe,

JPre'agently'qamﬁ,]etters from home, with
anxious inquiries from Siacy, mnd as days
flew by and no tidings were received of
him, the family becamne geriously alarmed.
Henvy réwards were offered and parties
sent out to scarch the county thoroughly.
Mr. Cameron was hot sorry to begthus un-
midahle
impediment in the way or his plans agninst
Gershom, but as his duty #s' & magustrate
might huve cast guspicion upon bhis con-
duét bad he remained ‘quiescent, he bezay
to thresh about, bitm, as cuergelically &8s the

obt active—u ut‘iil A, quiet admonition from
Doctor Nightsliade "¢ansed bim; to change|
hia tactics. hatever the reason migli
have been, Judge Cameron suddenly took
to a series of operations which only embar-
rassed the officers and others engaged in the
gearch. In the meantime, Ezra Hueston
and a small but encrgetic pariy, including
Paul Arden, were diligently exgaged in the

. mearch for Aenes, when the - discovery of

Stacy’s clothes on the margtn of the luke,
where Lis borse was also fourrd wandering,

geemed to account satisfactorly for his abe |

gence, and, as tar 08 be wus coucerned, all

s

. The whereabouls of the remaining actor
111*lthen.1__ystery becamie now -the absorbinge
boint of inserest, and the name of ueston
was aggsual becoming mingled with the
popular surmises, when Apnes relurned ag
wysteriousiy ns she Lad departed, and the
cluef coneern now centred in the tate of
Siacy Calthorpe.

CHAPTER XXi.

PRINGIPLE VELSUS PRACTIOR.

Under ordinary circumstances the exeite-
ment atendant upon Stacy’s, disappearance
would have abated upon the discovery of
the garments belonging to the missing man
and the restoration of ‘Agnes Cameron, but
Lhe_discovery of blood spols upon her attive
~~glmply accounted for by the wounds she
had received  from the briurs during her
fresh wanderings—and gome incoherent ex-
pressions which fell Irom her lips with re.
ol to Btacy, relkindled the suspicions of
those whe overheard her, and led to o re-

newal of the search; Gershom agserting

that his son had taken with Hiny some three
thow-and doflars in cash, besides papers of
great importance, and lhat be had bgen
waylaid and murdered for these by soie
one well aequainted with the circumsiances.
‘Tne fact of the clothes being found and not
the money, seemed o the old mau proot .
conelusive.,

Although his host would have bpen re-

I

joiced to hear ihst! no -exifeinc [injensures

had been resorted to in regard.to BSiscy
Ciltborpe, yeu the possibility of the papers
being destyoyed by avhich alone “Gerstiom
could deprive'him of the property of which
he had so long been undisputed master ye-
heved I not & littlé- For, whoeves it
might be that reteined them, the risk, that °
Le would tun of Being aceused as the mur~
derer would ctﬂgciualiy repress any abiemph
to dispose ol them. The magisiraie's doubis,
and isprmises., were ;h);trt,‘mlly‘all\nyed ofie
morning by ﬂoimthaq HBadok, whe Lad just
teturiiea frord & trip to tne distant seitte-
meénts, ' anik’'who' confidenliially disclosed
the fact that he was the possessor- of the
nyssing documenta.
“ Now,” said Jopathan, “I hold the
cards. ‘What will you give me for a quit-
tance " -
* Um—that’s according to circumstan-
ceg,” replied Mr. Cameron.  What's your
figure 2 '

*¢ One-half the value of these papers—
nothing less,” ’

“ You had better say all, at once! - Take’
thewm, in the devil's name, if you covet them.

uncertarnty subsided.’

¥'ws a dirty business, and it's the part of a
. z
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rudent man to eschew piich, you know,
est e may be deidled.”

* Waat should [ do with them " aslked
Jonathaun.

«* Ay, that’s it—what should you

“{p the otner hand, Eheir value to you is
evident.  Ornce in secure possession of
thage papers, no swearinge would be hard
enough to shuke yeu out of the property.”

» 1 buve sutiicient to purchase them at
the claimant's valoation sheuld it come to
the adverse decision, Lihink,” replied Cam-
eron, cuolly ; * but 1 may have other views
which | do nof uisclose to every one thut
secks my conildence. No—I1'11 mot bother
wiil them. nor with you, either.”

* Mr. Cameron!” exclasimed Snook, in
aurprise, * you must surely have forgotien
a conversalion that transpired between us
in this vyery apartwent n tew days since ”

 Conversation ? What conversation
can you allude to? Iconfess 1 don't ex-
actiy—"

“Wby,” said Jonathan, indignanfly,
* you ain't going to deny Lhat, only lust Sat-
urday week, you made the most iberal ofters
if 1 would oncy obtain for you these very
papers {rom old Gershom ¥ This is not the
fair thing, my dear sir)’ and Jonatbrg logk-
ed the picture of injured inhncence.

« Otfers?  Why, Mr. Svook. have you
altorether taken leave of your senses !

+ 1 guess not,” replied Snook, dogoedly.
and putting the papess in his pocket again.
“I know a thing or two, and before this
matter's seitled we'll see who stands highest
in this community.”

¢ Mr. Snook. 1 must request you to re-
main." sawl Mr. Cameron, authoritatively,
a3 thie former rose to depari.

* Indeed ! sueered the medium. “ I'm
gorty 1o be compelled to declioe your invi-
tation.”

*1dontinvite,” reforted Cameron; “I
imsist ! You forget I am a magistrate.”

* A precious magistrate! If every one
had his own, Lord knows who woulan't be
pickinz oakuwm this moment.”

“ You grow insulting, Mr. Snook.”

“ 1t's aiways the way,” rejoined Snook,
b with those that held the winning cards.
I have only to band these papers over to
Gersbom Calthorpe to insare a handsome
reward.”

* And {0 insure your being laid by the
heels as a common assassin I

“Awassin ¥ rejoined Snook, turning pale.
“Why, what do vou mean ¥

Y0, it"s my turp now, it it? Answer me
ong uestion. sir, and instantly, Where did
you ceb those papers ¥?

0, you needn’t lock so domineering at
me,” answered Snook, evidently muen
alarmed by Cameron’s msanner ; “ I'm not
to be scared by a trown. or a few shurp
words."

“ Will you tell me where you obtained

GLIFF .

ing his hand toward the beil rope, ““orghall
1 sumimcn aid #”

= Well, then—hang it!'—I found them."

“Ha! bal ha! ha?’ roared Camcron,
throwiug kimself back and yicldive to an

cXp osive roar of langhter. ~ * That's about
the most ingenious excuse—why. Spoolk,
bless me | now Llook again, you're at least
five-and-twenty years younger than when I
lastsaw vou !™ . :

“1 don’t see anything 80 amusing fn it. I
did find them, and that’s the trutlh on’t.”

“H'm! Dud you find Mr. Stacy Calthorpe
at the same time, then

* Find Stacy Calthorpe ? What can you
be driving at ¥

O, nothing—a matter of no importince,
Young Calthorpe is supposed to have been
murdered, that's all, and as you have his
budget, why—"’

* Murdered ! exclaimed Snook, drawing
forth the wallet and easting it to the fartnest
corner of the room.  “ I am as innocent of
that as the ¢hild unborno. Everybody knows
I bave been absent.”

" Yes ; you went away on the same Gay
that Btacy Calthorpe took Lis depariure,
and, untortunately, just two hours after
him. You tollowed the sellsanie road, too,
aad ill-natured people might say you did it
purpogely. in order that he might get o fair
sart of you.?

“ All this 1 solemnly swear 1 knew noth-
ing ot 1l tlis moment. Y did not know
that be was leaving the Suminit, and the
discovery of that wallet, which ie must bave
dropped his way, was the first intimation
I had that Stacy had been near me.”

*'This may be the case, but in a court of
Jjustice, you will permit me to tell you,
such evidence wouald not be worth a rush.”

“ Well—yeg're too sharp lor wme thLis
time ; keeétﬁll:&ipapers for nothing. DBat,
rely upon'it; 1 shall be evenr with you one
of these days, or my name is not Snook."

“ Well said! and as you know very well,
and I know very well, that such is not your
name, the condition fails, of cowrre. Mr.
Jonathan Snook, or whatever vou call your-
gelf, none beiter knows than you that I have
only 10 breathe your true name to the pexi
in authority, and half & dozen jails in as
many different States  would immediately
solicit the honor of your compaay.”’

 You will make no disclosures, thoush,
whatever you may say to frighten me,” said
Snook, regaining bis composure.  * As for
the papers, 1 have wld you the true story
as regard them, and my couscience is
easy. Iam arogue, T coniess, but so are
tiousands whose robes of office afford them
a ready cloak for their villainies. A mur-
derer I am not.  The very sight of blood
gives me the ague.”

* Youabandon these docutnents to me,
then 97

- Yes, T must, I suppose, for T see you

those papers ¥ asked 1be magistrate, reach-

covef them. As for any disclosures you

i
'%
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may make, I have no fear. The revelalions
which I might make by way of retaliation
wouid more than balance the account.”

“ Btay and try some wine,” safd Came-
ron, with affected moochalance, as he took
up the wallet. * Qur friendshipis of too
old a date to be severed in this abrupt man-
ner.’

And, placing the packet of papers In the
cenire of the grate, he held it there with the
poker while it rapialy wasted to ashes.

& There—that disposes of one bone of
contention,-at all eveats! And now, Jona-
than--lioncstty, man—what did you do with
the cool three thousand, eh ¥

Y {Joo]l cocumbers!” ejeculated Sncok;
“ you don’t say he had that much wbout

him, do you ?* .

“ Indeed, I do 1” .

Q, fool ! fool! fool!” excluimed Brook,
with & look ot great disappolintment.

“ Who—yourseli, or Stacy %

“ And I'might bave hod it—that is, we
might have had it just as well as not 17

o Kyen.at the risk oy getting the ague?”
inguired Cameron, waliciously.

*t Three thousand is a large stake to play
for, and would jus:tify some sacrifices,” re-
phied Sncok ; **but I'm glad I did not meet
him. You have the only spoil 1took. Send
me, or bring me to-morrow a checik tor a
hundred or so. 1t is not much, and will
serve ug 4 new soldering to the * old filend-
ship * vou know. Sv, good-day to you.”

© This is a triumph ! wurmured Came-
ron, in a transport, a3 lie beneld the walle:
and jts contents gradually resolving them-
selves inio nothing before Ins eves.  + Oid
Qershom may now go lorth, and welcome.
Yel, stay—that would be hardiy hospitable.
He bieeds freely yet, thanks to his own su-
perstilious eredulity, and it wounld sca.ceely
be right to deprive the old man of. hig
Iumor. Then, so lotg as we ale the gainers,
why, let bim speud ; le’s preity sure to be
first to tire of the sport. and, whetbher young
or old, the man thae wishes to get experi-
ence must pay for it. My dear friend I he
suddenly exclaimed, as Gersuem popped in
uminneanced, * I was thinkmg of you this
moment. [How’s yeur rieumatiz

% (), better, a great deat better, thanks to
your unswerving lospi-ality,” replied Ger-
ghom, who looked very feeble, 1 never
kuew whoat it was to have a brother till 1
knew you, and now Iam sure I shall prize
you wnore dearly than ever.”

As e spole, he tossed upon the table be-
fore Cameron, a letter, just received from
the ¢ity and sealed with biack

« Another death in your iamily, my dear
Gershom! These are sud bereavements.’”

+ Yeg-—=gad, very sad.  Only a few days
ago a son. and now a wife.  Hereatier wy
old home is distastelul to me. I am tooold,

I fear, tor fashionable company, and having
only a deughter left e why, she shull
come up here.  You may do as you will

| ing " he fuquired, absenily.
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with the property, and we'll abide together,
please (God, for the remainder of ty carthiy
journey.? .
« My poar, sorrow-stricken friend I’ mur-

Jured Cameron, covering his lace with his

bandkerchief. .

¢ What overpoweringlemotton I ejaculu!-
ed Gershom, in sdmiration. “ My own
flegl and blood never exliibited halr so muel
for me. What's all this yow've been burn-
“TPapers ?
Always deep in the mysteries of the law,
eh

“ Yes—deep, deep!” rejoined Cumeron,
suddeunly seizing the poker and jumwing
the remaiuns ol the packet into the live coals.
‘1t I were to allow my business docnments
to accumulate on my baunds, my affsirs
would be thrown into sad confusion.”

* Any news of the pocietbook—I should
say, of Blacy ' asked QGershom, provoked
by this into a new 'rain of tuonght. *

* None—none whalever. Nolwiithsiand-
ing I have had parties out in every direction,
and have offered extraordinary inducements,
ag yet, I rezret to say, no fraces bave hecn
discovered.”

“"Ts a pity,” said Gershom, ruminaling ;
*“a very great lozs 1o me, such a sam of
good money. But Btacy wasalways a care-
less deg, gir.” ‘

¢ Yes ; you miust misg him exceedingly.”

* A great loss—a very heavy loss,” mwul-
tered Gershom ; © three thonsand dollars!
So much for osleniztion.
me going about with my pockets crammed.-
with show money, mak:ng mysell a decoy
duck ior thieves and cutthroats. No. in-
deed ! A man that's 8o easily fieecod of his
riches deserves to be flesced of ’em.”

* He does, indeed, my dear Gershom.”

“ Why, you op I would do the same.ina
different way, if it Wweren’t for the laws.
Dow’t start—you know we would. ALl to
think kow many respeciable tricks we
shrewd financiers ate obliced to  play:
Were only your ordinary gamestcrs. io do
the same, how society would pucker up,
and denonnce the villains, to be sure I’

“Well it’s s hard world at best. and
money was made to get, or you aund L, triend
Gershow, might not be here sipping our
wine at our case as we do. Your daughter
will visit our humble establishment, then 7

¢ Directly she can get reuay,” rephed
Gershom, - Sihe knows you through my
letiers, and loves you like a second tather
already.” e

“H'm! Is she pretty 27

“ Yes, and witty, too. A match for the
sharpest ot our city ladies. 1 can assare you.
Some of them can find out the depth of =&
anitor’s pocket before they bave danced

witr him, If you were ouly a_ young fel-
low now. and uamarried I

-« 1 wish I was,” sighed Cameron; *and

tor that matter I am young enough yet, but

the joys of matrimony come bul once in a

You don't find

S

W

N



I

awould Le the elichtest accommodation,

T L

Vo CEDAR

litetime. Dy the way, Calthorpe, there’s
that third instzlinent on the Grau:d Junction
will be paid in to-morrow. 1 skall hand
mine i this morning to avoid contusion.
As ur vourself, it a few days, or even weeks,

Why—Iny purse is your own ; use it freely.”

T thank  you answered Gershom ;
“but uo oue can say that Gershom Cal-
thorp > ever leavied upon his triemdships
when money was at issue.  Here, L have
my cueck ready—wrowe it belore 1 leit my
roont. My memory i3 always egual to wy
cnoazements.  One thousand Bve huobdred,
Tinnk were the figures.  Oblige wme by
Lunding this in with yours.”

Aud he gave bim bis check.

“ Willingly,” said Cameron, ¢ although
the distance i3 short, and I should like your
company.”

« ] knos ; but mvy rhumatism. O. ugh!
Semehow, wlthough it don’t get worse, it
don't appear to ger much better, in spite or
D et Garstacker's abilities. 1 shall try the
ciuirvoyanis or the water-cure next time,
certaly.”

It would have been singular if Gershom
had recnvered, considerimg the fact that
D_etor Nigit-hade had been for the past
five or six weeks dihgently epugaced 1 satl-
urating  the old  tellow with lotions and
paticss, th- object ot which was 10 keep
him s muebh reduced as to reuder him
incanable of zeiting about, and o 1ngspaci-
tate bis mind trom the power of reflesiing.
Tuder thiz treatwment the favored guest was
rapilly attaining dota e

“ Tie doctor 15 a remarkable man,” said
Cameron; *¢ but Be has his shoricomings,
and, afier all, what are two or Lthree weeks
in eficeting the cure of a lingering disease ¥
Slou'd not bis present plsa succeed, bhow-
ever, Le iz uther resources, lor he does not
condine hinself to any particalar system.

“ A most wondertul man, 1 should say.
And uow T'll go back to my Swedenborg,”
gald Gersliom, getting out ol his clhair rather

feeby.  © Yon dou’t read egough, Arthur ;

. upon my word vou don't.  ‘What a lurtu-

nale thing it13,” e thougllt, as e hobbled
out of e study~* what n tortunale tinnge
it 15 to have 1 friend to manosge one's affairs
for Lim ! Nothiog to do but read and re-
flect—refleet and read ; vo more worrtment,
no more responsibilities. Al this rate my
youthiul days will come back to me.”

I'o go back a little way in our story :

Farmer Applebee's notions regarding
ppiritualism - were none of the brightest.
but this much be said, that he was neither
prepured to accepl mor reject the theory—
regarding it as a sort of tampering with the
internal, with which the less man had to do
the better. He was trudging it muantully
homeward through the morass. at a latc
hour of the nighl, about the time of the su-
pernatural visitations, when a spectral
Ggure in while seemed to rise direcily be-
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fore him out of the ground. Mr. Applebeo
needed no more, but, putting his hat over
is ears, started off at a tunwent on a brisk
watlop tor the nearest habitation without
looking behind. 1t so happened that a con-
siderabie party were engazeld iv a quiiling
bee ab the Lionr specified, and the cowmpauy
was af the height of is mirth whea Jobnny
Applebee, wild with affright, Lis eyes
staring out of his heuwd hke these of ashrimp,
dasbed 1ste the apartment.

«The gho-csa-boo! a-uoo I sputtered
Mr. Appicbee, as be tumbled headiong iato
the wiidle olthe quilting-trame, carr ying it
to thte tlour, and scaitering the inmates as it
he had been = thunderbolt. A pale, spec-
tral firure in white at oace filled up the
doorway, bat the festive erowd did not wait
for a further 1mspection, but precipitately
ted.

A nuomber of them presently returned,
secompanied by a Catholie priest, who pro-
ceederd by belly vouk, and caudle W0 exorcige
ihe ghost.

s In nomine domine, pater, filiuset espir-
itus sanctus I Desan Futuer Leary, in
classical Latin, ¢ 1 eharge you. O speveid,
if ye be a spertit, to come foril of your
consalement, and abandon  this  hotse
awtherether!™ )

He wus answered by a vigorous pounding
upon tue door uf the closel.

“IIe's a pugnacions soecrik” said the
lather, rettringa lttle 5 Darby, give hin
the bzl again, anld take v codection ; he
wants o nass” said tor ¢ Lsowl. Lake yer-
seli out o this nt wanst,'” swmd the padre;
© Dews vult—nt ! Give me some wlisky,
Darby ; wme throat’s dlury as an emply
berrin’ box,”

The pounding was doubled, accompanied
by kicks. -

& Whal's yer thrubble ye sowl ?” asked
the fatber. Darby, give-us another sup.

¢ Lemme aout I roufed the ghost, in a
high fit of pagsion, waking, moyc noise than
beloie.

«'Phat's no sportit, bedad,” said Father
Leary ; * tium’s good broging, wid msls In
em.” Open the doore, Darby darlin’, only
just a wes trifle, while T howld udiscoorse.”

There was a crash within the closet as
the priestsaid this, and, as the boy vuclosed
the door, wineb had been anlocked irom
without, & tall igure, smeared with some
white material. darted out with great vio-
lence, took Father Leary off bis legs, and
rushed from the bouse, leaving a cloud of
grooke as it passed.

o Saints defind usl’”? exclaimed the priest,
« what s shmed of sulphurl” It was not
surphur, in fact, but Hour, 2 pail of which
Mr. Johuny Appicbee haa upsget over
bimselt 1n making his exit.

Meanwbile the original ghost had glided
noiselessly or until, somewhat after mil-
pight, it had gained a rude sione building

sitnated in a clett of the hills, within a short

-
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Qistance of the lakes. It was contrived like
a fortress, this building, but without any
windows save a swall, square apeiture or
two, indccessible except on one side which
adjoined the slope of the hill. A lurid
flame, accompanied by 2 dense smoke, was
issuing flercely from the chimney, giviag
vent at the same lime to a pungent, sicken-
ing smell, and patches of greasy soot foli
upon the white garments of the apparition.
A reddish, flickering light flashed also
thiroarh the apertures in the wall.

“ Bome devil’s work is hrewing to-night,”
muttered the eavesdropper, recoguizing the
%I:ace tor fhe private laboratory ot Doetor

ighishade ; and a whife form crept
stealthily to the wall, and, placing a fallen
branch ngainst one of the apertures, Tooked
within, The sight whicl et the cve was
one of Dorrdr, which micht well have uu-
nerved a heart less accusiomed to deeds of
ruth and terror.

Let us for a moment torn back to M~
Btacy Calthorpe. It will be femembered
that, judignant at the rejection of his suit,
he Dad iurned his face cnce more in the
direction of the eity, proceeding on horse-
back and alone to the nearest railway sla-
tior, with Lis saddle-bags well secure.l, de-
termined to confide 10 none of the peoplz in
(ke peighborhood, whem he was beginning
to regard with suspicion. Uunforinnately,
ike youth mistook his way, and, as thougn
led by Dbis evil genius, stumbled unexpect
edly "upon the laboratory of Magues Gar-
stacker, who was at thal noment engaged
in splitting gome wood betere hizs own
door. .

“ My dear young friend,” suddenly ex-
claimed the doclor, * this is really an un-
expected pleasure I

“ An eccident,” reblied Stacy. ©I started

for ihe station, bat lest my road.”
_ % That’s bad,” said Maegnus, * and you
have so far to go. But you cam rest bere
uwntil the morving, as it is now getiing late,
and in the meantime share my sapper.
Then I will be your guide.” )

“Thanks,” rephed Stacy, reworving his
gaddle-bags and entering. ~ * What a very
wild spot you have chosen I”?

“ Glloomy but grand,” said Magnus, “and
suited to the character of my studies, for
you know.lam a chemist. Besides, I al
ways admired the sublime in nature.”

“ A capital place to cut a throat in,” mut-
tered Stacy, eyeing the doctor askance.

The rect which they entered was sanare
and uncarpeied, warmed by a large caime-
ney-pluce, in which a huge fire was blazimg.
In the centre was a plain pine table, and on
the adjacent shielves were plants and eruaci-
hles. By the iire stood an alembic. A rude
repast wag soon smoking upon the board,
and the doctor, producing bottlez and
glasses, invited Stacy to make himself coms
fortable for the night; Lut had the latter
witnessed the excited glare with which_the

1

eyes of Doctor Nightslhiade rested upon hig
costly wateh, his™ diamoud bresstpin sngd
g jewels, and especraily upon ihe plethio-
ri¢c pocketbools, the ends of whicl conld ba
seelt peering from Lis breast-pocker, hLe
might not have felt so thoroughly at ease.
Before an hour had passed Doctor Gur-
stacker bad possessed himsclf of all the litllg
uan's secrels, not even omitlia the conlenis
of his valise, the possible valug of which
he plainly foresaw. Siacy was merry and
confiding, the wine was good, and the Guc-
tor, wlule he plied him liberaliy, was a
Jjovial companion.

“1 bave a fancy for a puuch,” said the

docior, who was gelling more tacilurn aa’

the night advanced. ** Let us celebrate the
occasicn by abumper,”

And Stacy did notree that bis hand shodl
a little as he made the decoction. but at-
iributed it to the trequency of hig potatious.
As e Tinished the brew and poured the
warmn water in, a raven croaked Loarsely
by the window and a passing breeze struck
the solemn wonilor in ihe belfry. Thas
doctrr jumped up with Blanehing cheeks.

- Rest lieve a while,”? be said, i1l re-.

turn. The wind is fresheng, and if it
stirs the old bell, as it sometimes does, von
will find it hard to sleep,” )

He went out, closing the door as he
went. )

Sizcy took a deep draught of the mixture,
bzt as he did so o fierce paln shot throwzh
his quivering beart and atlacked his brain.
Anotoer and yet another. A dim revelation
of the truth flashed through hLis bewildered
mind. Could chiis be poison ¥ e sprang
to thi:e door only 1o find it locked dn the
outer' side. 'The fear had now become a
cerlainty, and $tacy made'the ar resound
with Lis shricks, He wrestled with the
laich, he pounded and threw himself with
all his might against the door, catling upon
Doctor Maguus for aid and mercy.  DPres-
ently the eries became fainier, the blows
weaker, a dull fall of some heavy Lody auc-
ceeded, then all was silence. .

Yhis was what the euvesdropner saw by
the firelight in the laboratory of Doctor
Nightshade—a square, halt-turnished voom,
@ oreat pine table, and a man v check
sleeves, with the lineaments of Doclor Gar-
stacker, cutfing up & human body ibercon.
And, ever as he slaslied and ‘steed, he
took from the frunk a fragment and cast i
into the fire. When the sk was fimshed
the operator earetully washed the floor ad
table, and, gatherving up the elothes and
other properly, made a bundle of then,
peered cautiously oud, and hastily strode to
the lake., | '

The eavesdropper followed.
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CHAPTER XXIL
STRANGE RUMORS.

Such was the condition of affairs at the
Suueult when the public car begun to be
aitaiva by the rumor of certain strange
and unsccountable proceedivgs of which
fhal piate ' was suid to have become the thea-
toe.

JAs-ailed at firat by {he skeptics ag a pre-
concerted arrangemnent, concocted for the
solu purpose of extorting money from the
crndiinas, the wonder, uevertheless, contin-
ued o gan ground until ils mine was coex-
tensive with ghe civilked world, It was
tepor ed, in taet, that 3 young womsn whose
ordaiary ucgnirements did not surpass the
gencradity ol bier sex bad fallen into a
Lratee, daring whieh she exhibited the mwar-
velous facalty ot seading what was passiog
yu the wincs of total sirangers, with whom
she had bad no previous verbal or writien
communic dion, und also o1  describing
events uccuring at the woment in any pars
gi e world e which those with whom ste
conversed mioht divect her attention,  The
cit i prophecy she seemed Lo possess lo a
Fomrhalide degree, many ol her ut erances
hiving come true within the knowledge ot
her questioners,  Described as being natar-
sl'v ol a modest aond reliring nature, and as
Liaving enjoved lithie or uo opportunily of
acenmula ing inlermation upon those sulb-
jects over which the promment miuds oi
the Cay wele dizpuling, she would, never-
thelvss, treeiy quote aand eritically analyze
the arcumaens of the disputants, discoursing
33 warmly, thouel not as learnedly, as the
wost enthasiastic debaters upon the subjects
convected with the duties ot lite and the
prevalent abuses of society, Many of those
abuses she traced to their proper source——
the prompings ol the grosser nature, unmod-
iticd by subscquent better teachings ; but by
fur the greater proportion she attributd to
th - machinutions ot intellects, which, in-
cited by the predominant spirit of greed,
and makime a cloalt of pursuits by custom
rendervd repatable, were devoted to the
Gissemlmation of ideas end the sowing of
ill<, the ullimate results and aim of which

was the soerandizement of the mojectors at
the expense ot their dupes. Spurning, in
the excess ot our worldly zeal, the teachings
ol lie purer, truer fasth as cmbodied io
Clirwtiin’ty, we have made to ourselves an
ido! o1 zold, whiclhh we reverence with more
tunn fhe carnestness of the ancient devotee,
wito cowtld ¢o uo farther than the sacrifice
¢t Jie in e pertormance of his pagan ries.
wiiile to the god ot our idolatry we offer the
fimmortal goul

St st Mpo Cameron professed to be
histiiy in lignant at the maoueer in which
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curiosity once aroused, the only prulent
course 18 to allow it to exbaust iizelf, which
it will do the sooner the less 1t 1s interfered
with, he submilled to the overrunning of
Lits house by curiosity-seekers, intent on
talsinye an observation ot the sleeping phe-
nowmenon—ithe more philosophicutly as,
adopting a hint of Doctor Gurstacker’s, he
had suceececed in imposing a tarift of one
doltar per bead for thus permitting hig
house 0 be converfed into a menagerie.
The free-list, ot courge, asserted its claims,
and the edrior of the Joeal paper wag at once
suborued 18 a maiter ol poticy. Huowdreds
who, inspired by listless catiosity, had vis-
ited the Cameron domicile, beut upon criti-
cising the Gumnmbag, were sbsolutely cons
tounued, and went away thoroazh converts
ts the spintualistie theory ; bue we do not
bear that any of them experiencea rebigion
as a consequence of their conversion, or that
the incorrible race of sinnes who made
Wall street their thoroughiare to the gite
of mnwporlality were rendered mere charit-
able thereby. ~ The himmediate consequence
of the excitement was a rush ot sensation-
mongers irom all parts of the country, and,
the lonr-contemila’ed Coawd Junction
Railway baving beea completed at a cost of
about a thousand dolars an [nch to the
stockbolders, the confederates organized a
company, had a town laid out onihe bor-
ders ot the lagke, erected a kiosk over the
pool at the Sachem’s Fotstool. which they
christened +*The Bprines,” erected a sham-
bling hotel, and threw open the caverns ag
an additional attraction to the public.
Thenceiorward the tide of {ravel was to How
steadily thitherward.

Finding that business increased apoen hLig
bands, and that the line of deception upon
which he had fairly émbarked pand betéer
than eveun the law, Mr. Cameron izow entered
tully into the projects of the ciack-Lrained
enthusiasis by whom be was surrounded.
There was no miracle whch these new
Tights, by » few simpl® pastes of the hands
and a little bungling jupglery of an wterior
o1der, did not profess abily to accomplish;
and altbough their delusions bitrayed in
the clearest manner a buman invention,
and a very weak homoao invention ut that,
the dupes were numerons. Kven ibe (ricky
of the phantasmagoria were played off with-
out detection. for when human beings have
once set their hearis upon breing humbug-
ged they will cheertuliy subject themselves
1o the most ridieulous tanlasies. When
simple Mr, Appiebee, on applving us hands
to the poles of a battery in Doclor Garslacls-
er's office, found it impossible to withdraw
them vatil affer some Hourishing over his
hend of the doctor’s cang, he yiclded {o an
implicit conviction in spirts; and when
some apples which Magnus bad given him
began to wrestle widi each otber in bis
great-coat pocket ag, at she doctor's sugaes-

the priviey ol bis family bad beeniavaded ;
bul aceepiibg tue principle that, the public

tion, he stood with bis back to the five, and
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finally jumped oui cn the floor, where they
took ¢ duucing, he was ready to go lus
whole pile onit. Youmight have tnlked to
him arterwurd asmuch as you pleased abont
stufling aprles with: quicksiiver, but he
woul.n't have believed you, nog he ! Asit
had VLeen by this time discovered that bhe
wus an irrepressible subject, he was much
in demand Ly the mediums, who played
him with all the clever tricks in * The
Magician's Own Baok” without even ouce
awaking his suspicions. When, at leogth.
BMr. Bo.ok, as one of the trio, asserted his
abilily to ¢ tioct wonderinl cures by the mere
layin : on ol hamds, he was resotled to by
all the couolry round, and Doctor Gar-
stacker declared that, as a curative ageat,
thers was uoilung equal to it in all“the’
pharmzeepoe. When, in  additlon, the
neighb .rs of firmer Applebee, who was a
man ol influence, on questioning him, were
assured of his entire beliel, and that the
doclor had told bimn that tLere was ““ nothing
bLike 1t in the whole cornapia ot medicine,™
they became converts in twrn, and éven
funcied themselyes ailing in order o submit
themzelves to h1is manipulations. Mr. Ap-
plebee took io strange ways—neglected hia
furm, the shuflers fell from their Innges,
tle gates swuug from their fastenmgs, the
fences fe¢il dowe, the grain rotted in the
furrews, weeds predominated 1 the garden,
and everylhiog, ag the saying i3, went to
wrecks

1t was in vain that Mrs, Cameron be-
sought her husband, with a countenance’
indicative ol tue mental struggle that was
taking place within, to shut out rom their
hou-cnold the spying curiosity of the world,
if not for their own, for their dear daugh-
ter’s sake. Money was pouring in upon
them in & torrent ; for {6 the originat delu-
gion Lhe doctor lhad added his spiritual
praclice as a wedice, and ihe man, what-
ever mivht have heen the case with the
parent, was immovable.

The travee which had falien upon Arnes
wasg not contintons, bat ermwmenced gener
ally a litile alter noon, and lasted antil the
mext suarise.  Quistretcbed upun her bed
rigid and immovable 48 a corpse, her bands
clagped upon Lier breast so firmly that the
circulation was impeded in the veins, and
the (ps of the fingers aboat the nails were
almost black from coagulution, she would
lie with lier eyes gazing earnestly belore
lier, at things invisible to the bystanders,
of wlhom, larther than to reply to sheir
questions, she tookk no notice.  While ths
spelis lagied she seemed 1o be sustained by
an unndursl excitement, dming which
propliecies, exhorlations and warnings
would fall from her lips, withowt the sligat-
est uppuient effory, in lanpuage as grace.
fol and as Howing as that of the
most polisbied of orators. During ber wale
ing bours she relmmned no recollection of

but remained in a weak and exhausted con-
dition. taking buat litile nourishment gad
but rarely speaking, uatil the return of men-
tal darkness once more sealed her eyelids,
So complete wag the moaopoly ol the trade
thus iniliated witu clairvovance for its
basis, that several practitioners of the oc-
cult sciences who had made reputations up-
on the strenath of being descended fiom
some **aeventh gzon ot a seveuth son,’’ went
off in high dudgeon Lo alter their systems,
and io praclice spirituaiism extraorGinary
updn their own accounts.

"The supersatarsl attributes of the place
received additional emphasis from a litile
oceurrence which came off' abont this time
without previons reljearsal.  As Miss Leti-
tia Lavender, a sectimental bty of fashion
just arrived atl the Springs, was poring over
a thrilling romance wititin the embow ered
kiosk, her eyes, womentsrily uplilied,
alighted upcn a shadewy fleurs ¢lad o ab-
origiaal robes of the storicd past, standing
within the opeving to the cave, and appar-
enlly giwing inteutly upen her.  Deopping
her book, she clung to a slender pillar for
support.  The shade descended, aud as it
rapully approached, & ghostly chill came
over her and she fainted just as the spirit,
wildly waving #s bhamls; glived past her,
sanlc 1nte the waters of the pool. and disap-
peared—leaving a lresh sensation lor the
local newspaper,  albougrh it was oniy
the dezeperate  Indian, Uuiscasset, bias-
queraging among Lis obf hawis in bis tut-
lerad finery, aud who, being drunk and not
seeing the cceupzot of the Kiosk, had
stooped at the spring for a draneht of the
cooling waier and winbled in, the Hauated
Bpring received a new iterest from the
story, and was carclully avoided there-
a;noli by solitary sojuurners—especially atter
dark. '

U1 course Doctor Garatacker took advan-
tage of these occurrences, and it 19 but due
to that talented and ingenicus authority to
say {hat his series ol leclures upon iha

L Spiritoal Wssences in Connection with

Matter,” deliveted betore the Excelsior De-
hating Society. and mtroduced by o prayer
from Kev. Jonas Hardwiinkle, who had
become a full convert, attracted the most
cutbusiastic encomiams from spell-bound
audiences, Nor was the lecturer compelled
to run about town with a bundle of bickers
betore be could get together a paying house.
Tue doctor was the professional atlendant
at the Ledslde ot the clairvoyunt, and many
a sucking philosopher went away irom the
Bummit with a head so bewildered by the
practitioner's high-sounding phrases taat
it never recovered trom the coblusion.

Yery soon clairvoyants abounded ia other
quarters ; there was notling that Deity ite
selt might compass which these expenents
of 'a new philosophy did net impiously
protess to have at iheir command, It 13

wiat had trapspired doripe her irapces,

{smentable to add that they found mulii-
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tndes of converis to the new zeligion of
which they were the apostles, and if in the
course of their commumecations with the
invisible world they developed ihe tact
that the heroes of the past had been greally
over-rated - thnt Bacon was amere driveler,
and Ansiotle and Ovid tools and dullards,
the number of belicvers was not lessened ou
that accouut. Ouly once, at a private
seance, it happened that, Mr. Pheasant read-
iny an origtoal ode communicated by the
spirit of Bouthey, a criical lisfener ex-
piessed surprise at the weakness of the
lines,

« Just so,” 1eplied Pheasant, blusbing,
¢ yuu gee, in emigrating to that delightiul
sphere, every subjeet renews the pristine
blsom of carly youlln.”

¢ How very young he must bave been
then I’ said the commenialor, innocently.

1t happened one evemng that, while Doc-
tor Mugnus was explaining the Worders of
psycbology. in s usual lucid manner. to
an open-mouthed group that had gulhered
about ibe couch of his sleeping medinm,
¢li Gershom eame bustling into the room
in & stule of excitement very muel opposed
to Lis customary guietude. Both Cumeron
and tue doctor telt an unaccountable quak-
ing as the widower bustled uvp ie them,
boldng cut a small strip of paper, which
proved tu be a draft in favor of iacy Cal-
thrope, sitncd by Gershom, which lLad
bern presented at New York since the dis-
appearance, and as there were good reasons
for suppesing that Stacy had not parfed
with it voluntariiy, it became evident that
the discovery of the person who had of-
fered 1t would lead to a solation of the mys-

2TV .

T'he ways ot Providence are surely won-
dertul,” said Gershom, as it he bad jus
awnkened to the comviction,  “To think
that, after all tke trouble and expense we've
Deen at in this atfair, the only clue we have
obuined should proceed from a sbired of
paper turned up by accident among the
business documenis of a4 broker in a far
distant city.”

Doctor Garstacker had not waited to hear
the sequel. but. alancing at his wateh with
& visibie agithtion in Lus maaner, wuttered
something about a patient, and hur.led off.
Now, ar. Calthrope never entersd the
apartment in which Agnes was undergoing
these sirange experiences putthat she mani-
fested some additienal excilement, awd in
this ins'ance the circumstance did not escape
the *harp eve of Gersbom.

« Hee,” he waid,” ** tbe very sight of the
paper pluuges her into the sympathetic
state. My word forit, she can tell us all
about the transiciion!” :

Durmg this spcech Agnes had been grow-
jng mumently more uneasy, shifting rest-
lessly from one position te snetber, aud
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< Will none stay his hand 7" she muttered
“Al! jtis too late! Vain, vain will be all.
your searcling now [

* What do you see?” as'ted Calthrope,
breathlessly; while Mr. Camelon, it may be
believed, was not the least inlerested of the
listeners.

“ I gep,” whispered Agnes, whose eyes
appeared tole fixed with an awiul expres-
siop upun some ubject beyond the circle
that crowded about ber—* [ sce a vaulied
reom, a llickering fire, 4 mangled body—ik
is Stacy Calthrope's! And he who bends
above it wields s knoife which drips with
clots of blood. Anad ever as he listeus, with
the guilty look of the asgussin, hie euis a
fragment from the ghastly corse and fiogs
it in tbe flapies. How the flames teap and
higs, as thoueh they loved the dainty shreds
of flesh:that replaced their coarser fare.
Agnin—1 sce a Juke, down by whose shore
one casls a heap of garments tossed and
turn—"

“ We shall bave it out of her yet,” cholked
Gershom, looking, with hig ashy face and
quakiog knees, even more like an assas-
sin than the dreadful object porirayed.
« Muake a clean breast of it, my dear. The
man was—"

“Hard, O, hard of Weart and stern of
parpose!” murmuared the sleeper, as it un-
beeding his guestion. * Bo young. sc un-
prepared to gend bim hence! You need
not trown on 1e,” she added, writhing as if
to escape irom tome oue that socught to
detain her. “Your bands are cold as ice,
but were they iron. one lowchk ot these
burning tissues would male them melt.”

“Jf “we could only get at the wvame,”
stammered “Gershom, trembling in every
Jimiby.

“ Wby, this 18 he!” exclaimed Agnes,
shrinking from Gershom with a piercing
look of terror. *The same—the very
same !”

#]-the boy's father?’ said Gepshom,

misunderstanding her. *Xer mind wan-
ders indeed, but there's some tr to be
winnowed 1rom all this, and il yfoney can

do anything—that is, in reason

<« ATl will be developed in ‘good time,"”
interrupted Cameron, *“bub as present the
iutluences are unfavorable. It is better she
shonld rest for the night; but to-mor-
row—" .

©'Fo-morrow we shall count the game,”
chuckled Gershom, in whom desire t5 re-
cover lite money was a8 much gn impelling
motive ag the discovery of his son’s fate.
«In the meanwhile, does your suspicion
puint to no one who may bave dune the
devd 27

“ (), po~—do yours ?” whispercd Cameron,
with one ot his peeualinr looks.

« In counfidence, of course &7

« [n confidence.”

placing her band belore bereyes as I to
shut cut svme unpleagant gight.

“ What do you think, then, of you young
ITaeston 7 .

\ cretly delighted.

©cut him out”
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* Why suspect im ? agked Cagmeromn, se-

“For the best of reasons. In the first
place he‘ was a suiter for your daughter, and
80 was Stacy, whom he supposed to have

“Very irue.”
“And, in _the second, he is evidently
poor-—a 3zuflicient motive in itselt lor
sach a proceeding, e must he ihe
man '
_ “ T agree with you,” said Cameron,” but
for the present it will oot be necessary to
acquaint others with our suspicions, lest the
ends ol justice may be foied by the very
means we would adopt to forward them.
Let w3 inerease our vigilance while we
keep our own secrets, aud, in the mean-
time, 'll go and have a tali with Gar-
stacker.”

“ I3 50,” replied Gershiom; T have the
strongesy reliance in that wan’s wisdom ;
with three heads like ours wnothing can 1'0-’
main a mystery long.”

Purseant to his promise, Cameron foril-
with rushed off to Garstacker’s, bat on a
very ditferens errand trom that he had in-
timated 1o Gersbomn, The docior had ex-
pected the visit, having gone directly to his
own roows alter his abrupt departure from
Cameron’s, and was walking backward and
forward in his study whee the magistrate
burst in upon bim. T

8o yoa have surmised everything,”
gaid Garstacker, beiween bis clenched
leeth; “1sawit by vour eye the moment
the oid ool bundered in upon ys.”

“You should mantain a befter command
of your countenance,” retorted Cateron.
“Had vou been perteciy cooi and sells
possessed I shonld have suspected nothing.
And now, tell me, Low™ did 1t happen?
You must have gone to work ghrewdly to
throw even myself off the scent.” :

<1t was an accidemi—entirely an acci-
eent,” replied the doctor, © notuing at all
premeditated 6 it”

_The magistrate could not restrain a sig-
nificant smale.

“ Althougn accident might account for
the dizcovery of a pocket-book, it does
not account for the disappearance of its
owner; whence ome would jnfer that h
ha been improperly disposed of.” :

. t What Eandhgf::re puat S(ljlch an absord idea
into your head " retorted th i
g0 your ead ted the doctor, with

“ Snook.” .

“Snvok? ha! ha! ha!” roared the doe-.
tor, **is it possibie you thought me sn
green? Come, you dave nof goiug to
complimentary thus evening, at any rase.”

*“ No nonsepse, if you please,” said Mr.:
Cawmncron, somewhat aetited at the uoctor's
pabner.  * This i anythine but a joking
matter. Do you tell me seriously that Joua-
than Snook was not concerned with you in

“ Weither be nor any second party what-
even,” answered CGhuwstackvr. “The whole
thing grew as I said, tram chance. Own lis
way homeward ihis litlle man was sor une
fortunate a8 1o lose kis way. Luckily, he
stumoled upon my ladoratory, and the
thought of big ‘pocket-lmok’ muse the
devil cowe over me. lnsiead or obeving
the betier impulse, 1 played the part of lLess
zud put h;m on a road from whick he will

ever return. Pows
she:)e?" return, _Hush. wias tuub a {oo

“What if it were ¥ You are not a ¢ :

I hope,” suid Cameron, siérnly. o,

“Coward!” retorted the doctor, with a
glance o1 lightnineg.

“Hosh! Argie knows everything—yon
may usk her, If you like” was the quief re-
*That girl of vours is dangerous,” “gai
Garstackér, in deep thought, * Ttlt?t'c gi:g
that one of these odd mornings she aoes
not cowe out with secrets (oag neizher of us

woulldhcare t(; bhave published.”

“1 have thought of a plan to
that,” answered this mmjcls! lanlwr.pr?-vfcllf
though she is almost as good as a guld-mine
tous, yetit would be an act of cruelty
worthy only of the most merconty of
wretches, it we allowed this. public exhibi-
iijon of her mistorlane tu go any turilier.
Besides. [ have still some conscience, and

worth taking into consideration.”

“ Your parental unensiness in behalf of
vour daugliter does you houor, sir,” sneered
Doctor Garstacker, *“but it would have
been less open to suspicion bad it been ex-
eried a little earlier in the day. Tell wme
“your plan.” : )

“I propose hereaiter, to seclude ler al-
together from secicty,” was Lue answer.
“ And as you, doclor, buve a widespread
reputalion for the treaiment of those whose
intcllec: are unsettled—""

“1 comprebend fully” said the doctor,
winking. ¢ Leave Aegle to me and I'll see
what can be done for ber, although 1 great-
ly fear she's ineurable.”?

“And the—tbe three thousard dollars,
eh—how about that?”

** Now, really, ihis is not the fair thing,”
growled Garstacker. »Pve lLad all tue
troubie and risk go fur, not to speak of lu-
ture contingencics, and I cerfainly should
have all the profit.  But. still, as we re part-
neis, I'llnot be hard. Take one-third, and
the matler’s settled.” .

© Make it in tae form of a payment ror
some service rendered,’” replied Cam oar, -
““and I'm satigtied.”

“No you don't!” said Magnus, quickly.
“You come in as particeps erimi is, or, by
Jove, you don't come at all I’

*Reflect. You are in my power.”

“ No more than you are in mine. We've
perpetrated too many rascalitics together,

the business

and have shielded each other {oo ilen to.

the peril in which we pluce otlers is surely .
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betrav our=elves now. [ play a desperat. |
grame, 1 am tully sware, but I can mef;i_ii’e;
Liazirds, it needs e 1 a desperate 3pinit.

v S0 cun I—=0 there, ab leas,, we agfree.
i3t vou suould havé confided in m#, tor. do
vou ki, in my zeal tor the appreheusion
of tue culorits, without dreaming ol your
beite nterested, I wuas very near *€Xposing

you:"’
7 ~11 i3 nol too late to throw them off the
geon' ui agether, so there's no great harm
fuffict-d. ~ Ilere's the eash ; and a3 for Mliss-
tress Aenes, tue sooper 1 have her under
my ex-lusive contrel the more gpeedy will
be her clanee of recovery.” ..
¢ 1 shall depend on you doing your best,”
said Cumeron, pockeling g shave; © of
course. 1 shan't puy you anything. The rep-
wiulion tbat one such case will bring you
is, #l we, worsn a fortune.”

st oo mmbineus, * replied Garstacker.
clo-ivr the door upon s visitor. ".Th?’ |
game is Lecoming rather too intere fing.™ .
Ite mused, ns he paced his sanctum Hoor
with snything bug the air of a man at eise.
“ Cumeron appears to know everything
Snook 18 mixed up with the matter also, and
thiere's that poor witless thing with Ler con-
founaed tongue. [ am beginning to appre-
ciate the value of caution. Only one more
card is lett me to play, and thea~--Arthnr
Cuaweron, your most obedient I

t

CHAPTER XXIIL

A BURIAL, A WEDDING, AND AN EXCITE-
MENT.

Ti:e arrancements for the transfer of the
hetpless girl whose prospects bad formed
the snhject of the extremely disinrerested
thdogie just quoted to the hospitable esrab-
hshwent ol Doctor Maguus Garstacker,
were 801 cotplete, aod by the end of the
week, Asnes——at [est Lardly consclous ot
the chunwe —was quietly domesticared un-
der the root of the man whom ot all others
ahe helu in detestation and dread—whose
retormatory doeteines, idess, aud woerks, all
performed for the good of the human race,
without bops of pay or prefit. had, through
a julicious course ot putfery in certuin
equiily disinterested printg, by this time
gainea him an extended reputation. It was
a hid Jday, that, tor the cause of reforn in
generan and medical retorm in particulan,
when Marnus (Garstacker, with tecknical
digrhities borrowed  {roan heaven knows
wLiere, and weth about as mueh rexard for
thie lionor of e elorh he was disrracing as
the higewayman may be sapposed to cher-
Jsh toward the cassock, nrst taciked to his
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pesitions and quackeries of a few such pre-
teneers as lie, once detected, invayiably Tes
cuiline, tot ubon 1he seuial ¢heal, but npon
the profession of which he desired to Dass
for au expert. )
Thus fur, except in the jadement ofa few
dixcriminaiing persons, Mizuus had con-
trived 1o sustain a loity character lor both
professional wbilities and privale virtues,
And when the ofliicted daaehter ot the vil-
lage magnate was taken tader his charge,
the world—:hat is. the infinitessimal portion
of it which veme'ated amone the rocks and
rav.nes of Excelsior—in tts first (it of eathu-
pigsm clevated the quack 1o a miracle of
finend=Rip-—the very pa'tera of sympathiz-
ing lLumanity and seli-denlal—a second
Uoey aid not areans of the griin
sieleton in the closet ! .
Agnes, bowever, was not many days in
his keeping before unigvorablc symploms
b-oau to display themselyes. Thosc who
¢ ild ave comtorted her were shat from
her presence.  er uanbappy mother naviug
talien inlo a frosh guarrel with Pythias, in
conscguence of her opposicon to ber
daughter’s Temoval, had tulien to her bt__‘d,
aad was even then lingering between lite
and death, a victim to the rapacitv of an
unieeiing husband, who bud taken her only
for the gold she had bronylt bim, and that
Lusbaud already makiog ready lor another
alliunce, the splendor asd ‘advanfices of
which, he was resoived, should make up for
the shovt-- v e st .
While things wer * inns trembling in the
Lwlapee, e witer bnd come an i gune like
an vgly dream——at least to snme partics we

| know of—and the ficst warm days ol »pring,

when the snow lad finally been dissipated
by its genia! breath, were made siill more
rosente and baliny by the arrival ol Helen
Calihorpe, heat upen ascertaiuing the mo-
tive thatcould have inituenced ber father to
forego hiscountine-rouvm and ks business

which Le had conceived an intasuation so
singular. ) .

Helen's coming eave repewed life ang
warnih to 1hose ambitious funcies _whjcll
bad tor so long a time been germivating
witlin that biain, so fertile in expedients,
to whose workings the Caithorpe hwmly
were being ind-bted for its ruin. Holen was
accompanied by a tally elegantly ar,Li::ed
persopuage of 1mug h,émsmche and side
whislkers, clad in an overeoat the walst but-
tons of which were between hig sbouiders,
ard a jaunty travelivg cap—said personage
Leine, a3 be ostentatiously proclaimed bim-
self o several with whom he bad scraped
acguaaiatanes by means of ks cigar Casg,
the ailisnced of the magnificent Heten. Two
days. however, were sufficient lo dumpen
the spirtts of 1his fragile specimen of pol-
1she) hamapity. At the end of that ilne,
naving tootisbly veniured ont for a * day’s

pame the masical letters, * M. 1)."—toe in-

~—

e

shoonnw,” young Doremus De Rawmim-—

intcrests in bebalf of the uew society for’

|
i
i
|
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such his aristocratic coenomen—came back
to the Summit with a pair of very muddy
nloshes aud lips a3 biue as an indigo bag.
hre cerenonies of ealling in the doctor and
swallowing a tew giils of quinine being eone
throuzh with Hpartan fortitude, Doremus
plilusophically declared himsolf satisfied
with the country.and preetpitately retusned
1w the metropotis by rail. Had le been
aware of the grossly irreverens manper in
which Mistress Helen had spoleen of bim as
¢ only her wilking stick,” it i3 pos.ible he
miuoht have horne his separation trom hu
adorcd with even wmore stolcism than bLe
constrained bhimselt to exhibit. ,
Heken valthorpe was a girl whose charms
there was no denymag.  She was nonc of
your gentle, quiet, sigh-away damsels wag
Helen ; she bad been cut out apparently for
a heroine, and bad she dived in less prosaic
times, would undoubtedly have beea one.
Tall and robust, and vel unexceptionably
molded, a sculptor could have desited no
better model.  She was beautiful, too, bul

her ioveliness was of that deseription that' b

most roen wouder at more (han they estecim.
Asalrame for the exbsbition of a costly
shuw! or a supgrb muntilla, she possess.d
bivkclaimg wpon the dealers in those art
cles, more than one of whom would have
given histhoysands to have seca her prom-
enading Broadway. ag vid once an wufor-
turate lady of treacherous momory, wich
“ IProe Bulpbin’s,” or ' Bouglht at Bro-
die’s,” pinved to the hem of her costly
rubes. Hverywhere she weni the same seq-
ganen attended her udvent, and when, by
ehunece, in a crowded and brilliant drawme-
room, amud the swell of music and the
twinkling ot cross-barred trowsers, this
gorgeous beauty—a glowing peony amorg
those lesser Howers—eame and sat down on
the sola beside you, the atr became heavy
with purtame, hud a mountain of silk ani
mustin seemed o besinking into subsidenge
by vour side. ‘

To tell tue teatli, Gershom appeared to be
somewlrat afraid ot bis tail, torward daugh-
ther. Tt was in no geatlc terms that. og the
duy of lier arrnival, she 100k hum 10 tasg for
his long desertion of hig family and triends,
and she wasbul half appeased when he us-
sured her thatie had been deiued only by
the diticully ot finding witnesses 1o support
him n his claim. and by several wel bty
enterprises out of which e was reaping—
tbanks to bis dear Irited Cameron—snors
mous profits,  And.iofact, in return for
some Lrousands in hard casb which bad
passed from the keeping of Gershom inlo
thut of Caweron, bis estimated dividends
from the various projecty in which tonew
wete Jointly interested amonnted to o very
high liue ; Iis assessiments cersainly did,

A stormy nizht was that whicl succeeded
the arrivat of Helen Calihorpe at the Sam-

upon their rocky borders : rivalets were
magnified infe torrents, trees were uprooted
and boroe like teathiers aloft. In hissolitary
cabin Gilbext Hueston lay ouistretelted
upon Lis pallet of straw., It was eviden
that his race was nearly run. Bent on.oue
Emce above him, Ezra supported the droop-
ing head of his father while he applied
a stimulant 0 his almost tasleless lips.
Strange faucies (itted through the biain of
the declining visionary;; weird shapes and
gracetul ficures tlitted through the air and
hovered about bis couch. to which he, ever
and anon, beckoned and whispered. A
stronger gust shook the rotten door from irg
fag'nings, aod 8 pale. s1d figure, clad in a
plain white robe—on her brow a wreath ot
withered fowers-—a faded shawl of some
brilliant eolor droopine from her shnulders
—adtnod, silent and uncxpecied, belore Lhe
father and his son. . .

* For God's sake I Mrs. Cameron,” ex-
claimed Ezra, startine rorward ; * what wn-
usual occurgence could have induced you—

as A -nes—" ne pauscd abraptly, afrighted
at the lvoks of his father, wlo had  aiso
sprung upon his feet, and with his thin,
bony hauds outstretened, was apnealing to
the supposed pliantom Mary—iny wite !
he exclaimed, as he surveyed her. i is
sue indeed, and alt was 4 hideous dremm 17

TLe visstor dropped at bis feet and buried
her izce in Lier bands.

“ @ilbert, I ara she! Yorgive, torgive

_The recluse took the cowering ficwre to
his arms; he swoothed the dishovelled
Joclss and kissed the cold lips of the hom-
bled, abject woman,

**Look but in my eyes,” he murinured,
with the uld tone of love, “say tha! you re-
gred the pasi, that your heart is still” mine,
and allis lorgotten, forgiven. Blessed in
each olher’s CW}F we will vet tempt
the tnrure togetedr with tiogting bearts.”

“Itmay not be,” she answered ; *“deatl’s
hana is on.me even white [ speak. 1 knew
that my hour bad come, but I could not die
without hearing at the last the words ol for-
giveness troin hun I have wrooged and of-
fended.” :

Blhe fell as she spolke, but the strong arms
ot Ezra supported her. C

“Mother I” he sald ; * for twenty years I
}mve;”nub uttered the word. Look ap and
ive!

*Blees both-~bless hoth—son apd hus-
band, dear io me still! And you—Gil-
bert =" :

“ [—I forgive—I have long forgiven I

©Leave the rest wirtlh God ; pronise this
and [ die withont murmar.”

“1 wi'l—1 ¢o!”

A Aones,” sald Fzra, willl a stragse
tremhbag at b 8 heart. )

“Rest usstured she is pot my  child,
thouzl of Camcron’s linezge. ~ Ileavea

into fury, and reil with te noise ol thuader

knows with whnt miceest I bave wareled
you both while not daring yet to imwke my-
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gelf known.” They will hardly miss me,
Gilbert ; anothes comes wio will press my
vacant tbrone.  Caressed once more by
arms of those I love, the long years roll
away, ol paig surceases, and L die cou-
teut I’ :

she passed trom earth at that moment,
amid a sudden bush in the eleaents, wiieh
seemned to pause thal a soul might be waftel
to neaven. Then the clonds hroke away,
and for a moment one clear, bright star
sbot torth a palid glesmn directly over (il-
bert's rool. then vanished.

“Gad's will be doue!” satd Hueston. 1
am conient she died not in big arms 1"

And now the curtain is up for snother
scene in the unfolding dram .

M . Cimeron is no sooner dead than
Art: ar1s in active pursuit ot her successor.
‘i tus time his choice falls upon Helen Cal-
tuorpe. nod as—but this 1s cutre nods—Ahe
is slrortly to be in nomination lor Congress,
and is wealthy besides, he dues nol appear
in 1hat lady's eyes a very undesitable
maleh. He wasail the more anxious, on
Lis purt, for the event 1o take place. as Ger-
shbom had recently manitesied  S1ons of
tativne and dissaiisfaction. whieh the un-
expected propusal sovn alterward made by
that skilllnl operator immediste'y  dissis
pated. Fuar trom being atironted by the
propusition. the deluded Gershom embraced
1t with the greatest  eagerness, merely ob-
gerving that her own ~ousent would be1n
dispensable, a8 e never strove to dowmineer
pver his children 1o such wfairs, which in-
plied that Helen wos pretiy sure to do as
shie pleased, whatever might be kis wishes.
In the meantime. as Cameron and  his new
deily apocared to be on the best of lerms
with cach other, it was probabie that her
own consent bad Dbuen guimed not less
euasily.

tHélen made the most of ber triumph.
Bulls and other entertaiiunents were nichtiy
devisedd by one or other of the weathy
citizens lor her especial pleasure, over
which we may be sure sbe queeaed it right
royally., Tue wedding was as brilliant an
ailair us either of the parties could have de-
sired, many distingaished guests from the
city aitending to give eclil The nuptial
rites were performed in the seli-sanic cliurcl
in which Agnes had vt with ber midmgin
advyenture, but even that bad been supphed
with a Lrown stone frout, adormned with
monstrots gritnaciye fuces, placed there as
it Lo seare zway the parishiovers.

The ¢coremony was prijected in a style
fully et i to that whiclh would have ebur-
acterized it in » more faghionabie loeality.
Would itmicht be said that this glowine
prelude, in which Arthur Cemeron and his
sty lish bride figured ns the principals, was
onlv the berold of unctouded enjoyments
and Letter resolutjions im the tuture; nd
marrisges so ostentatiously ceiebrated ave
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rarely bappy ones. The first cross occuried
ab the very altar where the ceremony was
in process of consmmmatiou. Lhe pastor
bad solten along capitally with prayer aod
peroration, and had just arrived ai that stage
of the proceedings where the clergynmun,
tor form's sake, calls upon the assembled
witnesses to ratify or overthrow the banns,
wlen, to the astonishment of all present,
tie group which had gatbered about the
ailar was thrust aswe, and Acgnes Cameron
—her countecnance pale and lbaggird, her
bair dishevelled, and her garments in wiid
disorder—econironted the brisal pariy.  lu-
tent upon preventing a maritince which
struck her as uutimely, and even saculeg-
ious, che hecded not the indignant glunces
that assailed her, but procecded boluly
ler purpose.  As she stood there Dby the
dusiky chaneel, her solt hair fuiling ina
golden cioud about her shoulders, and the
reflectious through the stained glass ol the
oriel window enveloping her peisou in a
kind of glory, she resewmbied the illuminated
fizure ot a saint. comne dowa trow the oroa-
mwented casement to take part in the ceres
wony.

*If these umizghteous cerenmonics are siill
unconsecrale by priestly aet,” she ex-
claimed with hards raised in supplication
to the ¢lergyman, *let them »ot go on!
0, shame, sir!’—turoing to Cameron—
weould you nob wait at less  until her
corpse was cold, or till her breath had
geased to lineger about the howe she had so
lately quitted for the coffin #°

Every guze was riveted upon the magis-
trate, who certanly secemed a little paler
than usual, bul olbherwise was all coolucss
and selt’ possession, In a few moments
Agnes had been carvied, weeping and pro-
wsling earnestly, into the vestry room,
from which she was quicily transferred by
Gars acker 10 the apurtmment from whiclk
she had escaped by comnivance of her
utirse, who bad informed yaer of the im-
pending  desecration.  The sensation oc-
tasipned by her intrusion was not so easily
10 be overcome untif the state of affuirs had
vecu Jdehcately explained by ihe docuor.

My love, lear nothing.” said Me. Came-
rou, eadeavoring to caim the agitated
oride.  :¢The cause of this interruption has
been properly cared for; our triend, Doctor
Grarstaker, has explained everytbing, Mr.
Hardwrinkle, if you please, we arec wail-
fng.” .

“ [ am not certain that it is notat war
with my duties.”” replied Jonas, hesitabing a
little. * So gerious an interruption -

“ Certainly,” replied Cameron, Beree'y,
“when such interference really takes the
ghape of &uthority or reason, no cne can
yuesiion the course to be pursued. Upon
my word, ladies and gentlemen, if every
idle or unknown tongue were privileged to
break off o wedding at its ost critical
stage, we should have a pretty confusion !”

s

T abide the deeision of the company,”
said Jonad, appealing composedly to the
bystauders, who were witispering and con-
sultivg with cach otherm a very stgnificant
marner. while the bride seemed so over-
come by contending emotions that it was
necessury to bring ber acuoair and a glass
of wine,

“« 'I‘13 ‘8 an awkward aflo’r,’” at length saii
one of the groomsmen, who was an ini-
mate o! the bridegroom’s tamily and han
been consulting earnestly with “his fellow
asii-tants. The mterruplion amounts io
nothing, hut until time bas been given to
lovesticate, we do net ezactly see iow —*

*“That is, in fact, the plain siate of the
case,” ghimed iv aaother, with the idea ol
relieving the embarrassment of his col-
leagae.

“lIt seems you are all divided as to
whether these nuptials should be proceeded
wilh—is it 0¥ asked the bride, slowly re-
covering.

*'I'hat i3 exactly our dilensma.™

“ And how as to my own inclinations.”
_»Lliey are everything in this matter.

Your degision, where no charge of any kind
is allewed, is the law,” said Jonas. Liandly.

“Then I will decide of myselt. and letthe
world pat what construction it will on the
action!” sturting up and looking abow dvr
with hauaghty assurausce, as she advunced
once more toward Cameron. “8ir. 1z no
idle spirit of trifling, no girlislh want of
kuowledze as Lo the importance of the step
I was tuking. I contructed to you my hand
1t it is your wish that the coalract shoald
Le fulfilled, in the face of all doubts and
suspicions I am youra!”

G ol the hand A¢ended to hin.

"
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and, warmly pressing it to his Hps, ad-
vanced wguin to the altar, where {he s:ime
questions, havioe been once wmore put, und

was concluded, the beaediction hurried
througis, and amid rivmphal music he
party retired iv iaposing procession to the
paricrs of the leasines lotel, where a ban-
quet was served which the local newspaper
bronouwnce ! a superlalive aflair, and a bril-
liant Lall, to which ail tne guests were in-
vite |, wonnd up the auspcious day.

Llew the usual calm succeeded, and then
‘h: clections—a! which. it is painial (o add
thal. nutwitastandirg a public ovation pre-
liminary, and a'presentalion ot silyer plate
vl pmd for out of b own pocket Mr.
Cameron was stenally deteaied.” Bat what
inaclered thit, go that one darling object
was answered | o

Peopieaccounted the shrewdest in worls-
ly atisirs coflen overrerch themeclves in
their marriages, if on no other occasions
and this, berore the honeymoon was over,
Arthur Camerov” found to bis cost. The
braide was of the bigh-=spirited, gtrone-
minded sort. and soon established Lier elatons
to Jomestic superiority, while in the foilies
and delusions and sbsurdities with which
he had entangled humselt, she went beyond
atl in exeravagance.  Betore they Lad heen
weilded » month Helen was promoted
to the presidency of the society he had
tounded, and Mr. Cameron was beard to
declure that 'he wished Congress or the
carth would open for his reception-~le
aidw’t cars which.

Andibus the deceased Mrs, Cameron was
avenged. T

this time withuul interterence, the cereniony ~
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CHAPTER XXIV.
PROGREAS.

Speered at in the cavlier stages of its ex-
iltence by the mnny who never supposed
that such mad fotlizs conld extend beyup:i
the contracted eircle in which tuey origin-
ated 5 lnughed at others to whom thq hallu-
cinations and eccentricitics of their kind are
caly so much tood for thelr diveraton, aud
wmost unegaivocally condemned by the
gredter portion or the communidy, ghe a0
ciety ot Freothinkers of which Excelsior was
the home and ceutre ag well as the irradiat-
ing source, after sirugaling tor a few mounths
asninst the public derision, was tound all al
once to ave becomne a formidable instit-
tion. Undoubtedly the first gorm of this
latter-day jnnovation was fostered by fove
of gain and the passlun for noturiely. At
first the leaders in the movement were ab-
scure aud ignorant persons, withount any
setifed principle, and only a very confused
idea of the distinction existing between
right and wrong, or’ truth and QITOr. By
degrees shrewder and more caleulating peo
ple began to take a part in ats affairs, Ie-
mnales in whom the domestic affections were
either very weak or allogether wunting, as
if desirious of showing the world how com-
pletely woman cax unsex herselt, rosbed
desperately into this doubtiul a-ens, where
they ehallenged the naiural discriminations
ot the sexes, and made themselves so con-
spieaous tor their brazenness as to throw
into the shade the maddest panks of their
weaker sisters,  Here, ambition, avarice,
superatition, infidelity, even lust, met as on
common groand, and a.ded by ths most out-
rageous decepiions to spread the msidious
inlluences which were already sapping the
vituls o f sociery.
The coutrollers of this novel application

of the Lleusinian Mysteiies were not bad
judges of humen nuture, and well knew up-
on what string they mizht longest rmg the
chauges, and  Mr. Cameron had not bteen
dilatory in determing the use thut might be
made. ot them.  Inall their proceedings
they pretended to identily themselves with

the various dvetrines of reform, as giving
a semblance of reason and earnestness o
their proceedings; and having by degrees
established the theory that the world is on
the wrong track, the bait was swallowed by
thousands whose theoties, eould they pre-
vail, would speedily reduce the human race
to that abnormal condition which prevailud

before the flood.

It was at the residence of Doctor Magnus
Garstac'er that the headgquarters of the new
philosophy,were lioally established, a step
which, owing to that person’s reputation as
& man ol science, imparied a decided 1m-
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trance was obtained by any one whose mo-
tives wers not suspecled upon payment of a
certain fex-—an additional contribution ¢he
titting bim, or her to the privilege of mem-
bership, The inagistrate himseli was act-
ing wanager, $he doctor secreiary and freas-
urer of the concern ;: Mrs, Arthar Cameron,
nee Calthorpe, presidipg in o manner lruly
imperial over its deliberations. Mun-—
monopolizing, tyrannical, mercenaly man
—was the sabject which, apart from
metaphysical considerations, ovenpied u

blunder whicih nature had cemm tied in
creating n distinction belweel whe sexes was
made the most of by the variods advoocates.
In the workl we were journcying o there
were no salient differences (bere numbers
jolued issue, ingisting that we take with us
nll our desires and preferences, snd even
the tangible articies which render this lilo
acceptable to the majority; wilness the
it photography which give everything,
oi o sabject, even to the customary varments
and personal adornments). exe pihat winas
an attained her proper dignity. and was no
loneer a satlering, 1ll-used angel, coulingd
awainst ber wilk In o csphere tor which mas
ture hind never designed her and subjcé Lo
weatment 1n compatison with wlich the
Lorrors of the slave pen woere Tecredtiund—
the dillerence between skm milk and
strong bohea. Man! whar was he? A
pair of tongs—an sminated pat or dividers
Za forked radish.  He Lad had his spell af
governing the world, and whas a mess he
had mode ot it. It wis thme  he took his
turn.atb ehurn and cradle, and gave woma
un opportunily of seiting things tu rights
ugain, Women must baye a chance at the
bar —-who could outdo Lbem in argament ?
and a8 for asgurance, tbat they mighit readily
acquire by practice! 'They musi vole, 100,
and hold oflice—it was one of those nalural
rights of which man bl deprived then.
Those articles whieh have from the enrlest
ages fallen o man as bis pecu iar propoerty,
the “breeks,” were heuceforwawnl te be
worn by all in commoen, in short, every-
thing wiicl bught tend to discoursge tae
diffarence which mature, by soms  ac-
cident, had imterposed butween the sexes

wag in juture to  regulite the pro-
ceedings of the Sociely, which wus

to be guided by spunancons insuira-
tions rather than forms. ‘Lhe establishe
meniof perfect freedom in abe things, wnd
the abrogation of the ridiculous instibution
ot marringe io tavor of the new idea. which
its propormders pat forward under the
enticing name of Passioual attraciion, wad
commendod to the serious notice of tha
fraternity. When to this passage-of absardt-
ties the nthelstical abomuanions oi Pane
and the delusions of modern spirilualism
wore udiled to swell the couglomeraie. the
character of these meetings muy be iniutly

petus to the organizatlon. Mectings wer

held therc at stated intervals to which cn-

i

imagined.

share of the society’s attention, and the -

. hotels—jnst

- Douhb IESS, O (3‘? consit ¥ . il ol i
t soci a8 constitute watlers tl()[n L be nfet 1n an
‘ ‘ 3 X d 18 Op‘ell ('!SDCnSed b it

from age to aze bevn engiafted upon it.
rilog and ordinances originally applicd Lt;
beneficent objects bave, by the miching,
and amhiti 3
come perverled 10 tutally dilfelt'ltgxl}:s,u?;
trom those for which they were inlended,
amd the laws uye graduatly grown iuto an
Guorinous systein of machinery for the ad-
vantage of he vich and powerivl, and Lhe
oppressionof the poor and triend lesy. Wien

tions of the designine

ail .(lusrés gravled the remedy is not so
plain. Tae worla is afvail complication of
dlsorgers, but the way to mend g broken
vase is not fo throw i out of the window
and when the world is to hs regencrated,
it will not be through the aaeuc;-ot‘ such'
wreiched tinkery as Maguus Gurstacker aird
bis notoriely-sceking tollowers and dupfl:-;
He who wishies to reform Suciety let Liim
perlorn one thing—Iet him didcover the
ph(l)ll?ﬁ'()])ll(}l":! slone; the rest iy eagy
g cerlain evemng quit ai @
session of the initinted bwgs l?e ludnﬂ,?ﬂi;l.].gc‘:!'t:g
Nightshade s, whici was distinguished b
more thu,n._Lhe usual allownuce ot fol]iu'z
and deccphpu‘s. The itteadanc: cmbraced
representalives from all parts of the Union
incluaving insphiationsl prolessors of v-u'iuus;
shades, niesmerists aud those who pl'(;le-*seu
the cure of discases by spiritual RELNOY :md
the laying-on of hands, radical relormers
and enthusiasty of all persnasions, and the
advocuates of women's richts  pure muf
sunple—lady reveleads and medieds mter-
mingling,  There was a strange 1ni1w;litl}<r
heve of Diazennessand modesty, iutelhguncl(;
and ignorunes, candor snd duplicity, ihe
good wnd the bud, which "gave & spice to
lhe. procecdings, and among  the mere
O Iwiosity-seekers  were memoers | from Lixe
now overflowinog ; 2i
mlg ol vintors to the Spri].l\:rls'.]:I i their
. Fortuntely, there is n vast deal of virtue
in this world that we hear Hitle about, be-
caunse gondtess is of lteell unodirusive and
modest, and seeks its chiet reward in the
t:l.;)pLul:‘it'S of a gratified covscience. Were
it wot for this, we should be not only in a
deplorable condition as to toe present, but
should be destitute of all guurzmteé for ’ im.
provement in the future. )
The awthor o wil unschief, if he listened
at all to the speeches and sentiments whict
were ventiluted in tue course of their pr l
veedings by those who warshiped uﬁrtl?u
shr_m‘e of this new Delphos, inust have rall-
gi:ul]r[lizgo.:]})alqusm ol delight at egciy fresh
The two large upper partor :
G‘).rs'tucker’s Inausion E‘ere lrﬁ'n-(()»fmf)gcatz?f
brllingtly lighted and gayly dc::uruteclpfot:
the_ oceasion.  After the discussion with
which these rational conversaziones here
usitally introduced had been daly dispateh

alcove ; a beantiful girl who appeared, like
soveral others, to be thero frowm paye e-‘Jj;)v-
ment of the novelty, sut down to (he piwno
and a promenads was mstiuley Ductm" '
Magnus Jeading off with the fair p:zcs’dent
who reaily lioked charmine., Dunging t‘(;].'
lowed, fn which the quantity of wmem*lutt
hait been consumed was wilested by hnhe
flushing clheels, uunaturally b.illiag: cves
and frenzied motions of the dmnce.rs.yl.t.
was well for bis peace of mind that A prhur
(,:gll?cron wad not there that wight, or he
mizit have been aoythiog bog delighted
wilh the supernatural exhilarabion of his
wite and the undisguised fumiliariy with
which she trudled his triend, the dogtor
But the magistrute, hiaving excuscd hlmseli
on the plea of importaut logal business wits
Just then aitending a mysiic circle of g {iif-
terent sort in another dircction, the mem-
bers of which wore anylbhing bu spiribual
alheit they wern pracutionees b the bap, -~
At this gatherivg the licentious performs
ances of the three ‘days’ tousls whiel in-
ancient Greece were celdbrated in Lhonor of
Bacchus were warmly enmlated. Some.
thing mord than the conventiona {reedom
ol waltz and polka eharacterized Lhe dan.
ciog. although it did nol quite degenerate
into the cancan ; and, atter ihe lativues ol
the earlier fizures, they usamnblgd iuto
groups and couples, many beinr  togal
Birangers to magh othar, elthicr seatiner t,tmnll-
selves upon sofas or retiriug into ue?rlecwd
coruers, or lollering in the wmoonliche 0a
(lie baleouy (there was a “hop™ 1 progrey
at the nearest hotel, the liglts of wusen
were rellecting in e silvery waters of tha
lake and the wusic from which eame wfl-
ced hitherward upoen the breeze) or snunger-
o.l to aud tro with arms affectionately en-
circling each otlier’s waists —the sexes com-
mingling in blissful affinty. Tuere was
singing, meanwhile, and a Iittle whist op
cuchire, and a series of tableaux vivants di-
Vt:t'SIIIC(l_f.h(? monolouy wwvhile, in which the
wildest libeity. was permitted to dress and
altitude —and these were not ‘model nrtists, .
gtftl\mlr, but respectable cilizens, the mujuritg; ‘
dml\;;}@ 8aw 1o hanp In what they were
Betore midnitrht the affalr had assmned
all thwﬁtl_-lputes of the Salurnala, some-
what modified by modern ebservance. Diap-
per little men sang lunny liltle sonzs, senli-
mental tadies and gentlemen snay senti-
mental aivs, and there wus 5o evidentan
clination 1o throw overboar.d all restraine ag
to render it diflicull to guess where all this
might end. A tremondous erasi 0f Ohina
ware at the fartlier end of the roomws a!l ug
once brought the company to their teet.
“H sh " safd on ot the oficers, who had
made inmsqlf conspicuous us an aid to the
dogtor ; “lights down, it You please—wao
are about to  witness semething retuarks

ed, a renast comprising every d
rep sing every delicacy tha
can tickle the palate or warm tgz bluoﬁ wa;

able.”

L



- terlude.

- yisible to herself alope iu the darkness be-

" ed by the sufferings she had undergone.
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At first, the doctor himself, who bad been
engaged in an snimated corner eonversation
with Helen—thut Iady being at the lime
geated upon Lis lup, nssisting him ln the.
demolition of u (ish ot almonds and raisins
—was ingnorant of what was meant by the
order lo lower the lights, and, supposing
that there was fun ahead, quictly asseuted
to the durkening process, when stalwart
arms gtole round luxuriwus forms and the
hot breath ot passion and * greeen seal” was’
telt on burning cheeks and shrinking
sboulders, while an cur not over acute mipht
in more than ove quasier havs famntly de-
tected the sound of a kiss or asiap. But
when, from amid the wreck of plates and
conieclionery which littered the floor, he
saw Agnes Cameron advance, lighted by a
lamp which she carried, and looking in her
eutranced condition and in the white robe
in woich ahe had risen, like a statue awalk-
ened to Jife. 50 pa e she was, e suddenly
started up, nearly overthrowing his pariner,
and was abott to put an abrapt termination
to the scene. Theladies, however. cro
about bim in such 4 mauner nod
enruest in their entreaties that he (desisted,
Hud there been suflicient light retyaini
they would have seen that his cou
was a8 pale und bloodless ns tl
sleep-walker, and his agitation, now fortun-
alely unvoticed, might have betrayed a se-
cret which he was not at all ambitious of
having exposcd.

Bot the muschief, whatever it might be
that threatened, was pasty averting, and ai-
ready quite & crowd had gathered ubout the,
gomnambulist, awaiiing wilh breathless ex-
peciaion the denouement of Livs strange in-
The slecpwalker continued to ad-
vance, apparcently not noticing tue presence
ot otiners, hher eyes fixed upon sompe object

yond. An air of piinful earnesiness per-
vaded ler pale, worn countenance, whose
besuty was rathes enbwnced than diminish-

Atter a searching glance in the faces of
the bystanders, of whose pres.nce she seem-
ed gradually to become aware, she shook her
head slowly, as it in disappointaent at not
recognizing some one ot whowm she had been
in search.

All at once she caught the earnest gaze of
the lady president, who was observing ber
with an intense curiosity, the first occaston
since hor marrinee and the second since her
arrival at the Summit that she had enjoyed
tpa interview with her step-anughter ; and 4
teeling of self-reproach ai ber own wanut of
concern lor the wellnge ot the spelibound
rirl was already tineine ber cheek, unac-
customed {o such exubitlons with a blush
o shame.  Theagimtion of Agnes, on per-
ceiving wao it was that nad confionted her,
was exoessive,  She would have fallen, but
that suwe of the spectators, moved by com-
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to s chnir. Helen, singularly interested, re-
maned by her side, while Doctor Garstaolcs
er, shivering as if with the agoue and unablo
to 1ulerfere, shrank behind the rest and
woeuald at once have obeyed the impulse
which warmed him to fly the apartment, had
not an irresistible curiosity to hear what she
would sav induced him to remuin.

“ Bhe is not gone ¥’ was the first uatier-
ance of the sleeper, whose laculties appear-
ed, nevertheless, to be iu some sense inore
vivid thun when awuke, * O, twas a lior-
rid dream, and yet 1 thought 1 saw Ler as
piainly as [ sce those who press me round.””
“Baw whom, my poor child? asked
Helen, bending gently over Ler.

“ Whom shoald 1 mean P replied the
somnambulist, peevishly. * Avre there so
any gtrangers here that you cun be in
doubl # or are such marriages’ so common
ag to cause no wonder ¥

“* Why, 1 ain Ieien Cameran,jto be sure,
and 1 certainly did wed your father, my un-
pappy child, but why or how 1 ecrred in
domg that, & cannot onderstand.”

“Ithink you are sincere,” said Agues,
scanning hey; ¢ there can be no deceit in
that kivd tace. Lot me teel your hand,
motbher-must I esll you go #* she continued,
drawing Helen eloser to her, and closeiy
perusing Lier ieatarey, * How ia this? You
do not ircmbie.”

“ No. Why should I, ¢hiil®’ :

“ You do not kuow, then—" and, sudden-
Iy checking hersclt and looking slealthily
around, she added, m o lower tone, * llave
sou not suspected, Iady ¥ There are poison.
ers avound.us! O, was it right to step wto
a bed vacated thus?”

“ Now, indeed, do I tremble!” said
Hglen, whose curiosity to hear move was
rapidly getting the better of her prudence.
* Wpenk more plainly, ehild, You deal in
mysieries.” .

0, if 1 dared I whispered ihe sleeper,
pressingd@oser to Helen, and looking with
evident alarm towurd the guarter of wue
room where stood Garstacker.  © Bat for
that dark, stern man [ would tell truths
would lreeze the blood, bub he is by—"

* He shall not haria you, Agnes ; indecd
ke shall not. I will be your saleguard ;
tell me uil without reserye.”

At this momeny Magous radely broke
througl the circle, nnd would huve selzed
the sleeper, and burried ber away by main
torce it several out-siretched arms had not
reswrained him.

“ This 18 cruel,” protested Magnus;
¢ eiruel both to the pirl and to myself as her
guardian. A very little moro of this kind
of torture witl kill her outright.”

B it were sure to be the death of us
both I would hear her out,” replicd Helen,
almost suvarely. 1 have already heard
such wluspers, and accident has evidently
riven me.the means of learning the truth.

pussion, bore bier, trembling and affrighted,
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This girl is pot so mad us we have suppos-
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prete cmey bﬂl‘ |
]
= -le', f

2lasion, ung )
) i

o su(u:iﬁct'd a it‘.w"’ vy innocent lives | wy, rant, and repairing to Ga

remen; " rejoi o ‘ i ' - o
Was ol Lerlx_be.r, rejoined Helen, ++ that it )rotgl?tl‘posu naing “gues u
ors wond & ul]mate(! when the rea) proumog- : " SIE. tod eyt
o, m]l;lf[e 10 pay the ponalty of tleir
Rowd e ful f;l; ood. ut I am not go eusily
althir s o ¢ ply(;gl Sappose,  This whale | addicteq
the less you may ugdi;;m(ﬁ:pthmio“gmy, and | before d.‘Y li

¥ d UOposiion the

<cause the community will pgve to m;spl:::

feated. A free-and-

some of the

procuring a
slacker’s fop
uder her own

either spir.ted away bytll::,- lntter had been

dinns, or hal stray
| ; ed off o
of those Wandertng fits lon

. Le
ghi, for he wus 1(;0 oldlmaLl hijixec(i1

to be canght napping. Hig 1
boeen played, ung he Efw.d l(;:tlctils]i: ;;Egi? fd
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The uess of the doctor’s disappearance, |
joined with what bnd taken place on th
Diehl of thre mecting bere described, sprear
far and wide, aud the authoriues were once
more wroused 1o exeriion to digsipaie the
mytery that suil enveloped the deatl of
stacy Caltborpe. Old Gershom being hitt’e
more cian & mumbling idiot, ielea took
the matter into her owa lands, and spee.i-
1y obriined rom the Governor the offer ot a
litme geward for the apprebeasiou ot her
brothet's murderer, adding tkereto an extra
indurcement of her own.

A- may be concerved, his wite's forward-
News in (liis business gave Cimeron not u
lithle coue g, but, a3 to save himselt fromn
s ospicion ne was oblized to muke some
show ol dihgenee, he received universal
credit for hiis zeal in (e public besald,

Al ius zea), hewever, could nobavert
cerfain suspicions which his judicial asso-
cintes bad b cun to entertain concerning
virious strance proceedings in which Can.
cron was alleged to by implicated.  On the
day subsequent to Garsticker's disappear-
anv: thest surmises were justified by’ the
recotpt ol lelter in o disgnised hand
{pusibly that of Sao0i), in which grave
clharzes were aliewed azainst the leading
dienitary of the place—uamonz others, that
he had subjected Lis late wite to n process
of slow puisoning in order Lo secure a frwer
hold upen Calthorpe's Jfortuoe, of a con-td-
erable part of which, it was asserted, Cun-
erou Lud already defrauded biw.

A wwnant was ssued for Cameron’s
arrest, s @lso for that of Bnook, who was
sard Lo be remotely coscerned with bim.
Secines the Lmmineat dupger in which he
wou'd b pluced, Cameron, tmedisiely on
ledining of these proceeding -, suiamoned 3
nmieviing of bis confederates, with a view to
halding o consultation. They had taken
L~ alarm. aml only Jonathan Swook pre-
copted bimselt.  Fuere, during that event-
tul michl the prospeets of the Pis.atagua
Banlkinz and Lrust Association, the Grand
Juuction Mutual  Assuiance, and  osher
floueishitog institulions were earues'ly de-
liberated over, unld were only terminaled

when the door was nvaded by the altleers )
Ar. Cameron | Sneck had been the exponent, and tor their

deputed to malke the arrest,
had withdrawn to an inoer apartment,

where, us the officets entered. he was found
in convul-ions outstretehed upon a coucly;

willy only Jonathan Snook lor an attendant.
He nad tiken powon, flis accomphce,
pointing nm out to the myrmidons of the
law. was about to depart. when be was
ruiely callared and flnng back. The ledig-
nation of Mr. Bocok at this treatment was

CLIFF.

«]wwara you, officer,” said Mr. Snools,

e | with raised forefinger, **that your are trao-
1| scending to this the limits of your duty.
As 4 pesceable and uwoffending citizem, 1

warn vou!”

“ Do you!” replied the fanctionary, who
proved to be no o.her than Dby Doolistle,
ine under sberiff of Wildbriar County.
wWell soon see what Ll smountd o,
Mr. Artemus Frenchs, or Snook, g I think
you call yourself nowadivs! Looking
indignant won't help you. Tue confi leuce
game's about played out this time, apd the
reward is mine atb fast!”

“ You know me, then ?” gquoth tho ont-
Jaw, with less assurance than beiore.
“Quite intimate, if 1 may say so. We'va
Leen on the lay tor yon som. ¢ me, and are
reakly too fond of your socicty 10 give you
up s0 soon. Tom, the bracelets I

“ Wiy, you won't hendceadl me!? ex-
elnimed Snook, ugain beeominy ixdiznaatl.
| wili handeutf you I respraded Dighy,
with # grim delermination of wmann r that
gtrack despair to the soul ot ¥renebe, who
Lad just been medutating a fresh plan ot
escape.  * Here, Tom, we've, no twe to
Lege. He may be a murderer 18 well as a
forrer, who knows. a3t gake it guietly,
my friend.  You might hurk yoursels othors
wise. You, Jones and Tucker, stay with
the other uuwtif he gets over Lis neivous=
pess. If hw's been taking strychmine I
shouldn’t wonder if he never got over it
Now, res along there, will you? Adler you
is politeness.”

And in (his ignominioas mannper. Mr.
Snook terminated bis career usn spirituahist,
A few days atierward the hovel inhabit-
ed by the mediam was subjected o a thor-
ourh overhanling, wheu, to the aczement
of Liis late iriends and patrons, but not at all
to thut of the officers, 4 great assortinent of
implements such as are used by counter
ieiters were discovered bebind the fireplace,
together with a large quantty of bogus
money, tor which brother Bnook had evi-
dently officizted as the eircubwing medium.
Phis accounted for the slarming mldiciion
of many petsons in seewingly respectable
standing to the mew tbeories of which.

frequent solitary visits to the Prophet of the
Ileath ; while many. remembering the num-
ber of undesirable pecuniary tavers which
they bad received lrom time o time at the
nands of Cameron and lis partoer in in-
iquity, Dr. CGaratacker, were now ab no loss
to aceount for the intimacy which had sab-~
sisted belween this trio.

gomething o witness.
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CHAPTER XXV,
PHILOSOPHY AT FAULT.

There are some thines i oci
economy which seem o lfnvéuheggrdggc:x?}
edly ptaced bevond ine reach of the ;néér*
bhuowan eomprevension. That erudite a.m(l’
accuiaphisiied  plulosupher, antiquary, and
re ormer, Ziminerman Grubsneak A fM
had nassed fitty years of his lile wa fruit
les:sj endeavof tu explain the vexed problem
—* Wiy does a dog always tura around
twice belore be lies down?” and had ap-
proached no nearer the solution than "w(hp
1 must be ecsuss—" when a dangerous h{
of 1lness dispaiched lum o his bed, never
to r se ngain o1 his own volilion. Unbappy
world!? that was faled (o enuure {he 11reparas
‘b}e loss of a Grubameak batore such labnrs
as tis had beea Lrought v & satistuclor
termination! ‘T'be problem over which Lhi
little phitosopher so vainly pondered :nd
berplexed him+elf has remaimed, in oue SI):].pB
or another, a boue_ct contention to succes-
slve generatic 1s of Goibs, in whose bands
the oripinal subject is daily becoming more
deeply involved in mystery. - ¢

Ot the mystery chicfly treated of in this
n:n;ruuve a sinilar iatality way be recorded
buet there was one obscurity which, more Icr:
tunalc in the upsot, appeaved at iast on the
eve of a clearing np.  This was the myster
1_1‘1volved in the lite and circuwsiance ot"ti.fzar
Cunervn  family; or, wore pioperly, of
Arthur Cameron, its head Peovle bail for

-8 long time wondered liow it might be that
thi1s man, who bhad come amoug; them in a
state of cowparative povertv—his ehiet
prouerty cunsisting of wild lands in an un.'
Irequented region, which were long in 'r‘u.
cong available for profilable pu:pov,eés:
I.11au a.tmnsse[i sofine a lortune. Ilis otficial
slary was quile inadequate to display, and
Lis legal pruclice, being confined t.cl} su‘i“t ]
lrespass instituled by viadicttve bumpkin
upon whose premises the cows and pres of
otber bumpkius bad committed ravages, "
questions of boundary, could not l;l’Ol(,l)tl?
Ela(;;f gnntcheddhim. Yet was Arhur (um-
., On " 41 frgy ! 3 M
‘coimty. cssedly the wealtbiess man in the
. How, in the meanwhile, he had
tinued 1o bafile the suspicicps -of lgﬂﬁ:g?on'
may be accounted for by the fact ot g chaucrl(;
of name, and by ke complete seclucion 5
which the invalid Mrs. Cameron wa; cox;;n
pelled to pass her Jays, a3 wel ag by mé

CLIFF. i
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peoble. They remembered ‘
0L e —now that a
prospect of *¢akes and ale” in that quartell%

was al an end—how close had been the ine -

timacy between Cancron and Gursoweker
l!:l)ll(} the frequent visis wierclLanged <;t' late
C'(;;\;:sggne#::ﬁ%tﬁfdmid a4 certgin susprejouy
ha 4d sousht to coneeal i
j}{l&dl’iedﬂ andlescape delection by slwlteril::;
Lﬁum;gﬁggfcil ttlm izmsumed naing ol Juaae
! y UL WDO now st wonfeds
?s.”%recP}us Treache, the cu&i?ﬁiﬂﬁ?lﬁfiﬁﬂ
}'géi’éfdwmgh tv:r‘t:o, by the exhitiiien of g
fow cl wigh tricks in a horsepond, b i con-
1ved Lo give color to the report thar he
huq deparied for Gnother sphere, y
but;a;uejqﬁ 43 We have scen, was arrested,
put peect ¥ bailed, and frofn (hal in-
Spicious moment every Dour broughs
WL;'t;l it ll:es}a developimenis to immplicite fhe
feﬁjéftﬁli%fiﬁm«and his accomplices in a
foriss emb‘"d'*“?m acts of walch the cata-
oﬁ%nses k;;;endlgea:}llgmall the couspicuons
mlll‘ll‘t? r bging rchuued iu“.’L:\Iihﬂ. ason and
ew daya sabsequently, the individis
kml;wu a8 DuclurNJgi.ilshufle wis };J';fjxltli:tﬂ
:E;Dlrmug,:ut back to thescone of L philaf-
o pl:} 1‘,1]"(”5; whpre,_A.:f.enms Frencoa
aving turned State's evidence, he was
cerezzmn_mus]y thrust into pris:m: e
ﬁuﬂ;%t 1.1‘1101;uer cae the exsmination of
e mtg;a 01,3-'. and 4 seraiiay ol e prone
oS Lt ty oceupied as a dwelling by ths
Istinguished medical reformer. The §
vestigations at the tormer plice resultud ;b
the discovery of a number of cliy red au&
blackg_ned buman bones, of woich [he
sedrciung paily conld make nothing. exee JE
that they were nol'materizlly dill'-rcnlt'rdl
_smnlur fragients to Do found on L.hf* prey -
ises of persons devoled to simuar blt'aucnlr]-;
of sci“nce. A series of cuncealed ;uﬁ(—s
a?d u:;ru; were fouud to permedte the walls
131] thLmelleg, which amply demonstrated
y € method by which he mystified so many -
bggua(;i A cpst}y walch and o valuuble
breas 11()1::211“1;313’ ‘hm\?eyer. discovercd, which
Geent as baving bqlongud- o Stacy
Lt was just at this crisis that Helen deter-
mlmed pob to rest unll the tate of her
brotlier should have been resolved to Loy
satistaction, obiaived the presence of tlul:
Hg?stuus a3 witnasses for tle, prosecution
The case was embarrassey bji" the cumnur-'
c]mrges ngaclue by the desperate. Garstacker.
who implicaled both in Stacy's 11111'1“d$:j
an allegation to which the rejec:ioun ot the
younger Huestou by Agnes in tavor of the

unsoci abi ‘ 5
sociable kabits of Huesion, wiwose hannts [‘wealthy suitor gave a sirong colorine  As

were the woods and caves, and wh

i & 0
never ‘mentm_ued except as ,the seer, or ‘tvlf:
ggﬁ?ﬁleﬁ whilef '1? strictly enjoined the
youth, Ezra, to forbear frowm eve
uol% of his name veu the men-

ow, however, that Doctor Ni
¢#htahad

had_absconded to parts ankrown, siniste(:'

or the property,it wa i

‘ by, 8, he said, eusy cnons

131 an enemy to place the articrf‘{s tou;]ﬁg

bue;z}e@;n sfgcha pesition as to throw the
o P : .

Jpxden o suspicion ,om his, Niglhtshade’s,

Lt is not impoasible that Gerstecker mizht

stories began rapidly to eirculate among the

have got clear with i i
4 all ibis, but just ag it
Wwas supposed that the pl’rusecu}m;u wag
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about to rest, the a'tormey, atier some
whispering with an ofticer—a detective—
Riti.l .

« May it please tlie courl. I have one
more sitiress o call, who shall be the Last,
when | shull conceive, that. whatever the
result. 1 litve doae my duiy in the case.”

e beckoned, a side- loor opensd, and

alatv, closely vailed, was panded in by
Ezra Hueston. No sooner bad she raised
her vl on being sedted, eXPOIINT 1 lovely
codntenanee,  flushed  with headth and
beaiing with mtelligence, thau everyboly
Drosent recogmzed Miss Agnes Ganreron,
and o hewty cheer wenl up, which no ep-
deavor wias made to eheek.  Withdrawn by
Ezra Hueston by means of a ladd. rplaced
against ber window, hier nurse conutving,
on tie night o the exposure ut the Dactors
residence, sue had surrendered bersell en-
titely to his care, und in the pleusond du-
main 1o winch the young patroon and hs
immediate associates now confined them-
selves, she recovered her healty so rapudly
that, in the great jmprovencud which had
taken place she way hardly reco roizatie tor
the sametrazile being whom the arts au
medicument of ler uunataral goardians
had so pearly deprived of reason. it vol of
life. The story she had to el wus 5o direct
and straizh forward that Garstacker s
convicled aus remunded to pay the torkeit
of hiscrune.

Amid nil this, the frail victim had oot a
reproach—unot on accent of complaini for
thut un.atural parent who, for his telmpuoral
aggrandizement, had poisoned for years the
bappiness of a delicate being wliose youlu
an | innocence should bave been ber s romi-
et satezuard.  She would not even allow
Ezra to administer a word of rebuk-; bat
solemnply mdjured him, by his love of L
and his hopes of future hwmortality, teo do
all that wight yet lie in his power (o shiell
tho wailty wrefch 1hat had so aegraded ber
anl to restore him to o sense of those
higher dn:ies which he had througa life so
sertously neglecied.
aath Le had nade iu his father's cubla and
gave the required nssurance, and gained
by that the only reward he had coveted —
a wite.

W hen the news of his partoner’s Jdiscomn-
fiture was communicated 10 Cameron, a3 he
lay in his bedclothes at howme, sutfering
{rom the etfects of the draught he had swal-

lowed, un invalid both 1n body and mind

his nerves fell to quivering and the bitter-

ness of death came over him. For som
mow 'nis it was thought the crisis had ar
rived in carnest.

Fzra remembered the

But the love o life wus

CLIFF

On that same nrght, impelled by a dread
of liueslow’s developments, and being left
for some hours to the enjoyment of a solis
tude Lie had not koown since (he day ol his
downiall, while Iis guardiens were {enjoy-
ing a came of cards and _making merry in
the library beneath, Canleron steathily
arose trom bis couch and, shpping on hus
clothes, stole quietly down the stairs and
male bia way to the stubles unpereeived.
Thnt night was and is memorable for one ot
the severest tempes:s which bad of iate
years visited those regious. put it stayed not
Actisur Cameron when more than existence
was at issuc. Ilmdly kaowing, himsclf
what 1t was he proposed deine, sive that
his lifz was at hazard and that Aichi alone
vouldd gave iim, e mounted a horse, and
putting spurs to s sides. was not long in
losing sieht of *he ligits of (he villaze. The
thunder beliowed, broad sheets of blinding
elare threw a false daylieht over the lands
scape ng he dashed madly away from dun-
wers to which the perils or the storm wers
45 childrew’s pastime. Every little gully
and trickling rivoler bad become 8 swift
streatn, and the gale, as it rared uncontroi-
ed among the trees of the torest, seemed to
have been attuned to a fiendisih chorus, the
burthen of which was made up of his mani-
fold sins.  Yet Leadlong and without hesi-
tation, throurl obstacles that at any other
tne would have scemed unscrmountable.
Cameron rode: now flonndering in mud
wles or hurrying throngh mokntain strew.as;
now clambering tie crumbling bank-, or
tearing throuch brisrs, or groping through
tores s—a terwnpest within him that mocked
the frail fury withont, e pre-sed onward
until. us beast stumbling, the mder was
hurled against & stone with so much force
a2 to render Lim insensibte.

Tuen arain the ever present conscious-
ness of guilt dissolved the stupor. He bad
guffered a tracture of the arm, and his steed
was, heaven knows wnere. delichted, no
doubt, to be rid of so reckless a nder—yet
it wanted but an etfort ot the will. and he
shouid soon be placed bevoud reach of
harm. The old hoyvel on the pine barrer,
althoug in rwms, would gtill atford him
shelter, and the cave at it rear offered the
ready means of escape whien 100 bard press-
ed, whiie berries aud frait were ghundant
wilbin a short distance.  There he might
remain hi-den, and prolong his wretched
cxistence until the excitement resyecting his
flieht bad subsided. Then for the wes’!
.| where, under a new name. and with the ex-
.| ercise ol his eustomary tact, all things were
possible to a genius like his.

—

[}

tepacious stillin Catseron.
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CHAPTER XXVL

MARTIN DUNGERFORDa

The ruse of Magnus Garstacker bad not

“=been entirely unsaccessiul. While it dive

ed rrom bimself, even for an instant, the ai-

tention of a portion of the public divided a

to Lis guilt and embarrassed by his eonle I-
erat-s, it fixed a taint of suspicion apoa the
eide'r Hueston, whosemovements and whos
Labits were alike suspicious and who haa
been heard to exclaim in revenzeful ferms
against both Camsron and his associate,
Lultl;orpe, and to denounce in the most en-
ergetic manuver the scheme of celoaization
in which they were engaged-—naiy, to|adj

threaten-that none of their pr 1
] proselytes shoula
cross the boundapies of the- encgan:cd soil

alive.” Evidence, rom Frenche !
A 1 a3 slale’s
%ﬂdence, confirmed the impress,’:un axaingt

ilbert, until the populuce, in their excile-
meont were ready to dispose of i after a

ﬁ1s(l}1iou peculi'ﬁr to themselvag.
ameron had absconded, and, a repriev

havm‘g been obtuined from the Gov?::lnet;f
Magrius Gurstacker for the time beinge wa
safe, but the popnlaze, infuriated b} this
tampering and s-emingly athirst for blood
revived the oid but Yy no meons f()r“"‘OEtf'];
story of Martin Hungerford’s unccouatable
disnppearancs and conjectured ceata, and
soon a bardened, reckless crowd was ’ga‘th-
ered about the small and insecure buildine
ia which Hueston, on the first intimation of
a suspicion, had been incarcerated.

Iz vain Bzra-—who had run to the jail at
the first alarm-~endeavored with hand and
voice to stay this raging torrent of indieni-
nation against bis ifl-starred paremt e
obtained, it is true, & guard trom the sheriff,
whiclh he strengtiuensd by some adoitions
from awong the number of those who stijl
remained f2ithful to their canse. Bat the
¢ sacred ¢ause of justice” required a vistim
and Hueston, being poor and friendless, wasy
gelected as fittest tor the sacrifice. i

From a window of the prison Ezra gazed
with a eontemptuous countenace upm‘? the
halt demented crowd that swaved and
gurged like an angrv sea beneath him
Fiom the midst of this secthing ewaldron
huze shouts went up. The ostensilile cause
of the gatierine was fhe hatred of blood.
shed, and yet the most depraved of assassins
cowld searce have exbibited so stronr g de-
e for blood as that exhihited by this fran.

93
At length al' these sliouts, this gonfnsion
blended into one deatening ocutery, 'TLere
were hieard buli 2 dozen blows, as of III'QIV\’
imp ements upon some wooden barricr
There was a reeling to and ny—a Lrasuchsin-
ing of weapons—s .ots. Then a erash, as
the prison door finally yielded—a ‘yvli ;0
swhica the Potonian depils could lurdly
haxe éqrni:ﬂlmd a parallel. e
od in the midst of this popalar de -
- Stral;on, bareheaded yet cre{:i:uldttlluﬁlilli](?;i
|.11_1rl111_:,r back tooks of hatred zud eontem ui
with glances of defisnce—a hoelisg, Yedp.
lsﬁs‘j wrel.,cl), and yet happier. in his U\'\"ll rcir-
- | titude of consience than wuy amoes (he
army at bis enemies, Gilbort Hueston was
s | ted out from the prison. ' *
At shors istagee wwom the scene of this
tumult was a,lucym}' fumous for seme oe
curr -nge in fprmer times. It way Al: *~lll'ili
plain, brokenwu'y in s general (:\'((:1115-59
by one slight vminence on'the 1op of which
’ﬂ‘m‘u'.islled a single guarled and Dlasted irule
‘l nftucr they dragred thiir anressting in‘is:
PREr—now heil prey. A rope was swirtly
ngled, the arms of the prisoner wore so-
cut‘c}yl pimioned ; aud it was ecess v i}) b:‘
expeditions, for the roll of a drwn W'l; -
ll)q:t;:l 1 the distance, where Ezrg Hue-'lolu
» ”. (; ?
z‘h]eL reaécpé:.toou of troops, was hastening 1o
During thege proceedings, a sailor who
i indogled with the erawd exbibited muen
Merest 1n the oulrage—shovin, Jrtshi "
aqd_eloqmng his way to the frou: n?d
amalting liberal vse of Lis fists wl;er;ui‘ilvr
arguments proved unavailing.,  ILé way a
].Jmud,-chesl,ml. manly feilow, this 3’(;11||'I"
Tmlor, aud there was somelhing in brs foae
sures and genetalappearance that spolke (‘Jf
capacities above the ordinary maric of a
swlor's inteliigence. He had, apparcaiy
Jast cowme from g cruise, and—like Jack (fu
all publie ocvasions—appeared resolved o
obtain & position in the front row of SPECL-
tors. ‘As he advanced, the constant re; o «-
tion of » name with which his eurs siié)u"‘t[
have been familiar, made him lnquire tllle
olyjects of the concourse.  Ile resched the
w0t of the gallows tree justin tiwe to soe
Qilbert Hueston dawgling in the air. A
dozen rushed torward simultaneously to
stay bim; but would he be stuyed ut such a
thne ¥ Nothe! Knocking down wilh hig
 sled-seshemmer fist ail who ventured fo
tesist lnm, and gathering aid behind him as
he went, Lie set up a cheéring shou dur!éd
throught guards and all—his sheath kuite
waved on bigh and descended upon the rape
wuh 4 forge that bro»wat the intended \"] -
tim to tha groand. ©
C“Why, you pack of human wolves I jn-
dignantly exclaimed the inteuder. as the
mob pressed round hima; and for gome
minute it looked as thougl Lie micht pe
nade to take lueston’s pluce, *f would

:gzz's.[,l}ultztude of self constitated ¢ reguia-

. -

yor bang a man tor morder without
‘ : N a4 uor-
gel of evidence? If you must bave biooé,



,himself!” exclaimed one.  * Why, Murtin,
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take mine, for, ag I'm alive and bearty, Tam
the only one thet had a hand in making
away with Mauitin Honeertord 1™ .
There was another shoat, but this time o
shout of a different natuve, * "Dis Martin

maep, you turned upat o lucky moment 1
sawd another, and dozens were ready to dis-
claim their partielpaney in the transaction.
Just theu the drum was again sudible, more
distinctly, and a troop of horse cume nding
into, or ratber over, the crowd—as usual in
sueh cages, too late to be of any use except
to disperse the concourse. The body ot
Tlueston, dead or alive, had bren apirited
away, aud soon. the only objeet that re-
maine | tn sight was the gallows-tree, shak-
iny its warning branches in the freshening
wind. — :

CHAPTER XXVIL v
CONCLUSION.

On that mght a strange and solemn scene
touls place at lhe lonely czbin of that moody
character—that combination of apposite
quai.tics and contradietery opinions, who
had been kKnown . duriny the greater part of
his enrluly cavoer as Gilbert Haeston, the
misanthrope.

His lif+iwag nearly wasted; for Alstyne’s
interier.nee, though meant tor the beas, had
only the eifect ot prolonging for o faw briet
Liours the lite thut was become so unendura-
ble 1o its cwner. That night, as we have
suitl, was marked by a fearful tzmpest, in
wluch furms and cattle were swept away io
the peneral ruin, and trees that bad braved
the storms ol a ecentury wers swept away
like rotten reeds. Around the old eabin,
1or s0 many vesrs the dwelling place of the
enthusingt, the whuis were howline like n
legion ot furies. Bui Gitbert heard not the
din; for o few moments @ bright vision
floated betors bis changing sight—strains of
golt, uneavtily music were mingled with
the din of the eletnents, As his end drew
near the brolken man recognzed the tew
who sfood about him.  He breathed rather
thawn spolke & tew short sentences,; degiring
that bho might be baried in the cave where
the remaros of his martyred brother Cyril
were Lhen decaying, and, with hig head
supported in the arms of his son, gently
expired. Ounly a few of his old associnies
woere witnessea of the concluding scenes.
Ameng them Alstyne was the most Sensibly
aftected. “ Lt was my folly,” he said;, » that
brought my old bevefaetor tp thizs condi-
tion; hiencelorth the land Bas no dwelimg-
place for me.” :

Wuen all was over, and fhe last throes
fited  subsided, there was 8 calm, as it
seeras d. bath within and without the build-
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for Bzra. he had no dispesition for tears. A
short prayer wad utteied by alisciple, and
the bo 1y was (aken up, the laithiul Indian,
Grorge, in Uis savage (rappings, tollowing
among e mearners, Then was witnessed
a rem irkable ceremony.

Al that time Canweron had remained

hidden umong the intricacies of the eave, a
prey to the most exquisite tortures of nmind
and body. Ifig brain grew dizzy trom the -
violence of his pangs, and he was abundon-
ing hitneelt’ to the iuew of death, when all ai
once there stole soflly upon bis ear the
gound of vowces joiring in some selemn
hymu—the seif-sume sira.n which ne had
Liearkened to when n child—loug torgotien,
and now, under wbat circumsiances re-
called! Ag the straing rose in volume,
gwaeet recollections of an innocent boyhood
swole pra fnally over his wandering scnses;
on his intiut Hps, twdehl by a sainted
mother, the words of that very hymn td
een lalllllll;f;‘;/bé bad hgp=d them at her
knees, a icate. golden-haired stripliug.
with little thought of the appiicability they
would one day bear 0 his circuunstances.
These words, now reverberming throvgh
the vaglt in perfect harmony from-so many
voices, called up a vivid coutrage with such
innocent remembrances, a revoling picrure
ot his wretched lile, scarcely palliated by o
single generous aclion, and  he shrank
guiltity witbin himself as he iis ened.
T A singular cariosity possesses . Agi-
tated by a new and unaccountable emation,
he forgets hig pains and gropes his way in
the direction oflhe sounds, until, 2uided by
o ruddy glare of lght, he finds bimself
looking down upon a small, sad group wio
ate consigning to the depths of nsubteria.
uenn strewm, just visible through ag orfice
in the roclk, and ot which the roar aPioter-
vals fills the cuvern.llie last remaios ot
Gilbert Ituestou; for here the enthusiast
had iuterred his brotber, und here he ad
golemnly adjored kis son to bury niu.

Short and simple was the ceremony. Nog
even the usual change had buen made in
the ganments, bat aller a last look at the fa-
muliar features, the body was cousigued to
the torrent aund 4 silence interrupted only
by the sdtnd of hurrying witcig-—hurrying
whither no soul mignt tell. A short, dall
plash, a low beavy snbs, and all was over!

The group slowly turned away without o
word spoken. FEzra was the Jast 1n the
place, having tequ.sted a3 & tavor o be left
thure alone {or o few nioments, that he
might mdalge his grief unrestrained. * Popr
victim to a harsh world’s inbuwaniy ghd
injustice I he thouthi aloud, as be gyzed
upon the darkling flood beneath b
the el of all your glowing dreams
disinterestad pizuﬂa for the regeoeiatdon ot
errmg moclatityli” dle koelt apen one
knee by the side of the orilice and gazed
intently iuto the depths of the lorrent;

ing, 1o crrupted only by the sohs of Agnes
aud Laose of the wanu-hearted sailor. As

black ag a stream of ink it was gliding past,
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