|
|
|
rg

oo~
—_ '
. - B
' .
e s
f Fan .
. —
- — e
e . Lok
“ p—— " o
—_ N ]
_ f £
S .- .
R
[
.- S— b
o — -
-
- A
M L — .
JL ,1\) .
B N S s A e e o s o s




R

i g b i R,

THE HISTORY
OF A

SEWING-MACHINE.

- THEHE aTe peréons, Ieuppose, who think thata sew-

. . ing-machine has neither thoughts, foelings, dealres,

nor emotlopd ; but they are very much mistaken. I,

for instance, remember porfectly my sensations, one
bright Qctober morning, when I was placed, for the

first time, in a congpleuous position, in 4 fong, elegmt

“sales-room. on Broadway. )
1hiad been finished with great care, placed fna hand.

some cage, and now stood waiting with palpitating
heart for a purchaser to come In and buy me. Toba

_ sure, there wore others of my companions even handr
somer than 1, dressed in rosewood , withsilver niount-

ings and beauﬂm! inlaid work, whi[a I was only ar-

. rayed in plain black iwalant. But then 1 had the
* qanity to think that I had aa appesrance of perfect

neatness and groat solidity, snd 1 knew from, the in-

.
e [

T L BT < R AEL ST s A "y * o




e gt el

Zomt e

2

‘epiration withia me that all my springs of action were
" bright and strong, and that, in the bands of a loving

and gkilful owner; I conlil accomplish wonders.
It was about eleven ¢'clock in the forencon that o

‘lady and gentlomen enjercd thestore, and the motens

1 zaw her I wished that she might become my owner.
She wes young, not more ihan Vwonty-two or thres,
and had a charming face, fair, with tender grey ayes,

" and light, rlppling hair. 1 knew vory litle difference

then botwaen cycd, never having seen many, but 1
knew that out of hors looked a true, gentle, womanly
-Boil,

They leokod about at many diﬁbrcmt machines, and
his choiee wounld have evidentiy fallen on ono of the
more showy ones, but at length her eye foll upon me.
" % Here, Gabrge,” said She, ‘“hare’s the one I want ;

1 like it better than those that are more highly or-

pamonted.” -

“Ononseuao 1”7 replied her husband, for guch he
afterwards proved to be, You.kuow 1 promised
youas nice & onoas could be got, snd Ishould like you
to have one with all, tha Iancy fizings, sllver and
things.”*

¢ Yeg ; but, George, you know I don’t care for all
that ornumenta.l worl, and I have taken & great fancy
to this machine ; it Iooks 0 nice and good thnt 1 fesl
as if we were friends already.”

How my pulses did threb io hear her swect 1ips

Py Y
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say thoso words ; I felt that T loved her, and coulcl

'wﬂhngly devoie my life 1o her, .

- Al right, puss 1* gakd Mr. Geﬂrge, 2oito vock, ¥ have

that if' you choose. I want you to be Pleased and sat-

istled ; that is all,”
But T'am makmg this part of my story too long.

" Tony great joy; I was bought, and that same after-

nocn trapsrerred from my position i the sales-room
to a space between the two windows of a cogy sitting-
room, which served alzo for Gining-room, and. which
was the middle one of a neat *¢ flcor ocouplqd by my
new master and mistress.

The home was & well-kebt, substantial brick oma, in

‘&.good bat not fashionable atreed, and tho family con=

slgted, besides oursclves, of a tidy sarv.mr.-girl, whose
{quarters wore, where I hoped mine would ever bE,'

. up n the attic.

My master was cashier in a bank down- ann and his
n&ma wag Harrivgtor; so Ifound dut nfr.erwurds jof
course I did not kuow it at the time;

The day after my arrival, my mistress; or Mrs, Har.

- rington, us T may a5 well call her, after dusting me a1l

o ¢arefully with her own hands, unlocked my doors,
and called Nora, the 4dy Servaiit, to dimirg the fin-
ishiog of my mtyerior, anil alt the cunning little. ﬁx- i
tures which secompanted me, and which the lady de-
c]a.rod‘. with a merry laugh, she wag sure she shuui“ci
never understand the use of. She eatdown, hwever,
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at once, andl, a.fter saversl lnetrect.uu.l attempts, suc-
ceeded in remembering hew to thread the needie, and
pat mein working order. She sighed twoe or three

tines while doing this,and, T was afraid, began al-
* ready to feel weary of her tusk Oh! how Jlongedto

(e able to tell her of the mistakes shie was making,

jand which she had slowly and laborjousty to ind out
\nnd explam to her that o itle practico would soon
muke the work of preparation easy and simple ; and

 that then I wonld spare her delicate fingers all the
" pain of the intorminable stitch, etitch, stiteh, and

make marments grow under “her hnnds bea.utmﬂ and
perfect ns if executed by fairy slith. |
Five o’clock found her still buzily engaged in trying

. townderstand and master the firat principles of that
. ourfous and beautiful motive power, embodied in my-

g6lf and my assomatue, which has already done 80
much, and ig dest.med to do so much mwre, to relieve
~the bmrdens snd the woight of drudgery from tlie
r:houlders of the failrer portion of ereation, '
Five o'clock was the dinner bour and with if came
har husband
# What | workmg away already, Mary 2 smd he,
“ Desr me'l what & ariart wife I have got '’ .
“No you bayen't, George,” replied his wife, sImost
'l.ea:fu}iy © think T moust he excessively stupid ;
for here I have been at work all the afternoon and
don't begin to understand it yet.”

b e A i -

<« kissing her,

Poor puss] 8o you expectod to learn-all l.‘hi)t., ithas

taken six thousand years to find out, in one afternoon,

did you? and you have forgotien the motto, Have
pakience with thyself.  But never mind; it will all come
right Ly and by, only you mustnot try todo tog much
ot o time ; be content with learning Hitle by little, and
preactics witl do the rest | bud do you think yom will
like your machine §**

“Oh! 1 koow T shall,*” anewersd the young wife, .

enthusiastieally.  * With atl my want of Xunowl-

edge, I can ace-that the Tanlt, whatever 1t is, is not-

iu the machine, but in myself ; and that, a3 soon 2z I
am thorpughly scquatnted with 1t, T ghal) enjoy it very
much indeed.?

“All right, you're a brave girl,”? anid her ]msbnnd
& Now, I will toll you what 1 have done
‘that will please yoi:. "I have bought tickets for the
opers; o hirry Norah with the dinner, whilo you
change your dress, for the carriage will be hera at
half-past seven,”

“Ohl you desr, good, thoughifal darling”. aaid
Mary, thr_uwing a pair of white arms about hiz neck-
tie; and bringiug her lips lntogfusplomiw proximity
with his mustache, ¢ The dintier and I will bo roady
in fivo minutes,”

From this lime, for © maﬂy mnnths my lifo,vras a

. ) ifs
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. carez ocouplod only a vary gmall portion of her time,
and nearly ofl the reat was divided batween attention

to her flowers, books, birds, and myself,

E¢onings she devoted 1o her husband, to music
whicli pleased him, and to the friends whe Sometimes
dropped In upon them. Fond 'of society, shé yet

. “"loved her home, and was in all respeots the best and

most conscientions of young wives.

" Three months frem the day 1 first became tnstalied .

in the house, Mary presem,ed her husband with an
elegant pair of slippers, which she had exqmsnely om-
breidered with my nasistance.

She hiad now hecome expert in executing all Icmds'
_of sewing ; and, for my part, T fali a pleasure in’ the

_possegsion of thoao guglitics which epabled. me to be
always liright ani ready, always quick to respond to
the deft and grawfu] mnvemema of her delicate fin-
gers. b -

It wasg on the oocaaion of hig birthday that the slip-
pers were presented.  The breakfast-table was adorhed
wlth,ﬁowers‘and'rruit., and Mary had playfully made

. & garland and hung it over where I stood, in honor of,

my achlevoment, .
In the afternoon there way company to see her, and
severa! ladies were present, who were brought inio
" the sitting-room v ses me and the wonders 1 had por-
formed, .

£ Well,» gaid one'ot’ them, # sewing-mathines have. '

LN .
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‘ not been of much vse to me. I bavagob pne. 1never

let my hugband have o moment’s peaoa tillhe bought
me ane, end nowI don’t uze ik 1 don’t dare to tell
him, but apon my word, it slands there month in and

month out, and I nover tuuch "

- ¢ Why, what i3 the excuso, Mrs, Crawford ¥"! nsked

‘goveral of .the ladies in a breath.

“Well, it was so much troublo,” answered the
lady ; « there was so; much fastening of threads and

" ussing. At the commencément and close of every

little seam ¢he cnds had to bo fastened [aud fuished.
It was almost. as much troeble ns ing 1t right

‘straight along. Then the winding of thread ot bob-

bing every little while, and there was always some
little thing or other out of order, and, that had to bo
fixed befors it.would work smoothly. I must, confess
I got heartily tired of it. How do Fou manage o
make yours work g0 ni.,elyP” she eaid addresslug
Mary.. -

"My mistress replied that after the p:st effort she
bad had no difteulty ; that she conaidered hareelf for-
tunate in the choice ¢f a Grover & Baker.Machine,
which requlred no wiuding of thread, and which let‘t
. 1o ends of thread 1o fasten, buk Beweddireet. from the

. “apools and comp elogd nnch seam itsél, thus saving
" not only time, irouble, and vexation, hut wasto of

throad,
A pretiy, stylish-looking lady bere interposed with .
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the remark that she had nothing to say againat her
machine, except that it made a very tight, inclastic
scam, which would break whea Stretohed in wnshing,

- bat could not bo induced to come out’it any ciher

way ; and thas it was a real detriment in making up
children’s clothes, never o be able to take out. tucks
or seams without actually cutting the cloth all to
picces. To be sure, she concluded, she did not kaow
much about it herself, 88 her seamstress alwaya oper-
ated, butishe knew these as two serious fauits.

My mistress proudly exhibiled my superlority. in

these respects By stitching oo a piece of cloth, show-

ing the strengill, elasticity, and besuty 'of the sesm;
the clean, seeuro fnsmnlng at tho ends, without wasto;
and the singular mechanism of the stib:;h, which per-
wmits the seams to be taken out by one who kuows the
goeret, but resists all the offorts of one who docs noi,
even though it were cut in a hundred places.

This evidence, and the beautifulpowing and embroid-
ary exhibiied; made oli the ladies onthusiastic in my
favor, and the two before mentioned, Mrs, Crawford
and pretty Mrs. Lawton, announced their intestion of
exchanging their machines without delay,

" About this time thers was a spcret existing in the
breast of my mistress,of which I alone was the de-
posifory, nod many were ho happy hours we spent
The moment her hushand was out of the
hauss, she flew- to me, and T was really afraid she
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would impair her sirength by her unl.lring att.ennon '

and asaiduity, .
Omeo after another, the daintiest of limo garmonta
were cotpleted and laid aside, tucked and stitched
with the most delicate nicoty. Saca, shawla and o
~little pair of white merino boots had bean emhroid-
ered satisfactorily ; bat the crowiing glory of all was
to be & white merino cloak, embroidered with whita
silk, and lined and quilted as bandsomely us If it cost
seventy-ﬂ'va dollara in & store. ¢ )

The material waa bought, the pattern sclected , and
I st say 1 gharoed the anxiety of my mistress that
this should be o chef-d’euvre. We boih put our best
offorts wpom it, and succeeded dplondidly ; 3 the clohk
was equal to the finest that could be procured ; and
Mary was so delightod with the resulé that she huggod
and kissed it, and peemed never tired of looking at it;

1t was this enthusinssm, however, ihat betrayed our
gecret, © Her husband came in befors she had tite to
hide 14, and snidi : *f Why, Mary, what is this#’ And
‘then, a sudden light breaking In upen him, he caught
hertn his arms and sald : ! My dear, dear wifo, why
did X not know of this before®"”

After that Mary waa not allowed 0 occupy herself
80 sleadily ns eho had done; hor hushand lnalsted
on her taking out-door exercise ; he took her oub him-
gelf, procured her alk the pleasures poesible, and every
_day brought ber home fruit and flowers.

-




. greatdenl of care of the baby,

10 oo

A fow months afterward and a ** baby lender” was
added to the furnitnre of the sitting-room, and a fut,
Tosy, little infant boy, with wonderfu! lungs, revolo-
tionized the quiet babits of the household. Korah,
foriunately was very fond of children, nad took a
Thisrelioved my mis-
tress, and aliowed her still to devote part of her time
0 me, who, duririg her iliness had missed her sadly.

Thus passed a happy year, at tho end of which time
Maoster Harry had begun fo run alone, and showed -
8igns of remarkable intelligence’ 191 the eyos of his de-
lighted father and mother.

Ono day Mr. Harrington ca.me home at an ear]ler
hour than wusual, and gave evidence, by his deathly
paleness and agitation, of intenge mental anziety, His
wife entréated to know thocause, and with some relac,
tance'he at Iagt told her that an cnormous deficit had
bocn discovered in thg bank accounts, of which he had
ne knowledge, and conld not by any means under-
stand ; that the matter was unclergoing investigation,
and, in the mean time, A cortein amount of suspicion
rested upon him ,ns the responsible persen, and the ona |
through whose hnndg ali notes pagsed. ’

This occurrence did not trouble Mary s¢ much os i
dul her husband ; she had such unbounded confidence
1n his judgment aml Integrity, | that she was qum sure
iho mistake would be rectified, and the onus of it

“iransferred to the proper shouldors. Overwhelming,

P T, e mat o em - WMAERER dellu

. therefors, wore her first feelings of shame, disappoint-
meft, and distress, when one week afterward hor hos-
Dband came homo dismissed, and in dxsgra,ca not that
any thing had been proved against him, but the trans-
‘action could not be clearsd up,and, vnder the clroum-

“stances, the company did not feol Jusbiﬂed in reaauung
- him in their confidence. 7

‘46 And Mary,” said he, e he closed the Bﬁﬁ'owt‘ul.
slory, *“what do you thmk.? The sewing- -machine I
partly to blame for this trouble, One of the directors

_ thoughi appéarantes were strengihened against me by

* the elegany Glothes that my child waa ¢ paraded’ in;
he gaid no fifteén hundred doliars per year woiuld allow
iha Ppurchase. of magnificently embroidersd cloaks in
these times,?? .

¢Qh! what n shame,” tried Mary indignanily.
4 Did you not tell him, George, that I embreidered it
all myse]f on my sewlng- machine ®oL

“No I did not,” replied her husband. “I felt too
angry, too much disﬂoumged at the thought that ailmy.
laibors' and my efforts had been thrown away, and tha
I must coRMODOE #inew, or fight for subsistence; with,
 BLIgIA upon My ame.’”

For meny days the nnfortunate young man struggled,
againat the misfortime that had fallen wpon him.;
early and late ho traversed the city in search of em.’

.. ploynaent, bat all to nb purpose ; gverywhoro he was

- met by the story which had preceded him, of the miss-




" ‘pressure of apxioty of mind anil fa
health broke down, and he wasl'hmunned to hig bed

.13 S

ing fands, and no aue was willing to placa him g aposi-

Uon of trust on the strength of his previous good

character,
At last, ander thess repea mxlures, under the

tigue of hody, his

with n digorder which soon doveloped the worst form
of bratn fever. Now ail the woman in ber nature
came oul strong in the devoted wife. Constantly and
tenderly she nursed her husband through the danger-
ous crisis of his illness, and then sct to work seriously

0 congider what she should do 4o assist in tiding aver |

this trying portion of their Jives.  She could mot,
somehow, despair of his innoeence soms time belng

made uppnrnnt, and alie determined not to sucenmb -

without an effort to relisve thelr adverse circumstan-
ces.

wenk and unable to leave his bed, she took the beau..
titul but cbuoxious cloak, and want atraight 40 the

wife of the director: who bhad made use of it to
strengthen the doubis of Mr. Harrington’s honesty.

The lady proved to bo a kmd heartod, intelligeut |

woman, who had thought} essly repoated to her bus-
band words which she had heard another person suy,
She immediately became. extremely intercsted In the
atory of the young wifo; her graceful, modest, and
indy-iike manners charmed her, and she promised

Without consulting her husband, who was still very |

aun
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faithfully to do =il she could to forward her objoct,
‘Thig wag neither more nor Iess than to obinin fine sow-
ing and embroidery ; which she could execute withimy ™
‘aid, and in this way with such rapidity, as lo'make it
. & valuable sourceof revenue. The lndy nlsointimated
to her that affaics at the bank were ot yot in a satis- -
Tagtory eondition ; that other smaller defalentions had.
taken place since her husbapd’s dismissal ; that de-
toctives were at work, and 16 was not impossible that
such discoveries would be made a3 would ¢xonerate
her hushand, and restore bim to bis former position,

Mary came homo with a heavier bundle, but with &
lighter heart, Mre, Burgess (which was the lady's
name) had given her at once a blue caghmere morn-
ing dress, and a table and » piano-cover-to embrolder;

a packago of plainer work was to be sent by a servant;
but Mary was 80 eager to begin to carn money, thab
" ghe insisted o bringing them bomwe herself,

"How thankfut now was I that T.could be of use to
her, What a plensure it was to gend my bright arms
and stecl fingers up and, down and in and out, Hice light.
ning, abher bidding. Work poursd in upon us,'and
our praises were sonnded everywhore, The beartiful
sewing that weaccomplished brought high prices com-
paratively, though it was done for less than it eould

_pussibly have Dbeen done by, hand, nnd our recoipts
gupplied the bouse with all necessaries, nnd paid
Noreh's wages, which had been in arrears,

i s o e TS
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- The invalid, who was now ablo to walk ont for 4
short di y would times complain of the time -
spent at the sewingnma,chmﬂ but Mary was sobright
“and eheerful, took stich thang-tithli careof the comfort
of both her husba.nd and child, that he could not but
Yet her have her way.

¢4 Where do you get all theze nico thmgs 1‘mm
Mary § he would sa¥, og ho sat down to the tender.
chop and temp!.lng dish of asparagus she had prepared

for Bim. It 1% o long whilo sitice we kad any in-
oMLY, . ‘and the little money we had must have been
pretty well exbausted long age. I have boen afraid to -
speak of it bui, dear, we must nef go in debt with-
out prospect of paying."

“We have not gone in debt one cent, George " re-
‘plied Mary, her heart in her moyth for fear he would
press hig question stili further. ¢ Be content to kuot
that for the presend, dear, and also.that we ars nod

Uving upon any body’s bounty.”

cams down stalrs, evidenlly determined to know wh

But Georgs was not content, and the next day h§
1

the good-natured ravens were thas fod him on broils
chops and asparagus, Mary mataged 1o parry his ques- -
tiond for somo time, but at last his sternuess amd per-
alstancy' overcame hor rusolur,mn and s.he burst into
iears, talling him betwsen her. sobs that it was her.

'Sewtng-machme that had been their good angel ; that

- bad supplied thera with fopd and ull clge that waa

e T FE———
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A needed , and that she had not told him before, fearing '

that ho wuuld e angry,
He was not, angry, but it Was evident thah theknowl.

. edga that his wife had felt obligud 10 resort 10 any

meana to catn money stung him'to ﬂga quick ; and the
knowledge that camé back upon him in full force of
the struggle that must be renewed reduced him fo a
stats of despondency that alarmed his wifo more than
thing elso had dane,
a'nz‘.[ wilgl tolt yon,” sald he,one day to her o Wo
Toust emigrate ; Tean nob stay hére making ineffec-
tual attempts w gain employment, and be looked upon
sugpiclously by all my old friends nnd assoointes, I .
hate to bresi up our home, and take you away {rom
all you know and love, but Isee no help for k.Y
te0 George ! don't do that yet,” said Mary tearfally.’
« I alwoys feel as if that difficulty of yours woald be
all set right in time, and 1 wand you to-bo hara 10
have your mi.egmy acknowledged.”: .
George shook his head, and went to answer a ‘ring )
ot the door.  Itwas anoto to Mary fromMrs Burgess,
requegting her to come rourdl to her houss- fmedi-

ately She put on her honnet and- shawl, and, went, o

Tnan hour sho returned. The ghilty party, & defuult—
ing clerk, an adept ot altering ﬂgm‘es,badheen ais.
‘covered, and was o jail'; e it was who, for many.

" mnontbs, had systematically robbed the vank , andtha’
‘directirs, anxious to atone for their p:avloua lnjna-_ R
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.- 1o say, guide my destiny.
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tice, were ready 1o offer Mr Harrington hig old pusl-
tiom, at a onsiderabile ierease of salary,

It was & happy party that assembied round thatable
in the llj.tie sitting-room that evening.

“ God bloss
you and your sewing-machine, my darling,' said
George over and over again,
such a wife, Bot, dear, rememshor horeafter you aust
embroider -slippers upon it for no dne but .n':c, and

cloaks for no one. but. Harry here, or Haery’s sls-;

ter, If-he should ever have one.” A which Haster
Harry, who sat up lais, in the sxcitemént of the 0oga-

-gion cheered lustily; and weis forthwith taken to bed.-

My sweet mistress,so far from doing sewing for

Py, could now very well afforil to confide her ownto - .
-" the hands of an operator, but she preferred to do it
“herself. T was not a sarvant to ba used, but a friend

to'be trustad, I was elevated to & place of honor in
the household, My excellences wers recounted to

frionds, and tot & fow helpless women Were made .
helpful and efficient by being porsuaded to obiain a

companion i all respects Jike myself, ¢ quick, avail-
uble, abundant in resources, even terapered, requiring
nothing, and never sick, even for a day or 2 minute.”

14 18 not likely that all will have $he goed fortune to
fall into guch gentle hande as thpsf) that, I am happy
Bat |i is, at any rate, a
perpetunl p[eaaure to belong to a new race, capatile of
conferring so mitch happiness axd such great good

. 'upon mankind as SEWING-MACHINES,

% Tavish every manbad - -




