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" THE TWIN BROTHERS.

CHAPTER L

fHE MOUNTAIN—THE TWO HORSEMEN-—THE SHOT—THE CAVE—
JOHN A, MUREELL——THE OATH—'‘THIS COUNTRY EHALL BE AN
EMPIRE |—TIt8 PEOPLE MY SLAVES "~—THE TWIN BROTHERS.

In the north-western part of the state of Alabama, and noi
far from the city of C e, there is a high mountain, the sides
of which are covered with rocks and small dwarflike trees.
The mountain rises in an almost perpendicular position from
the ground; and few if any persons have ventured to climb
ap the sides. Those who have dared fo surmount the many
difficulties which lie in their way, speak with delight of the
almost endless view of the surrounding scenery which may be
had from the fop. Farin the distance may be seen the river
which gives the state its name; the white steeples and roofs of
the eity ; the cattle grazing in the meadows; the white sails of
the many vessels which glide up and down the river, and which
add/ wealth to every place they visit. There may be heard the
sigring of the birds, the sighing of the wind among the trees,
ahd the low rumbling murmur of the distant waterfall, It is
-a beantiful place, and if you once reach the pesk of the moun-
tain, you leave it with a sigh. S

This mountain is known by the name of *“ Murrell mountain,”
the reason of which will be seen hereafter. -

It was a dark and stormy night in November, year 18—, that
two men might have been seen riding slowly along the road that
led from the city to the mountain. One of them was a short,.
thin man, whose features were strongly marked with mildness
and benevolence. Ie was dressed in a suit of black. Ina belt
around his waist were stuck a pair of pistols and a huge knife,
made celebrated by its bearing the name of the gallant Col.
James Bowie, of Texas. In the holsters of his saddle.were a.
pair of large horse pistols, the barrels and handles of -which
were gplendidly mounted. IHanging by a strap over his'back
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was a rifle, the Lore of which was scarcely larger than a pin’s
head. To protect his arms from gefting wet he wore a cloak
over his shoulders, which almost concealed his features from
view. His horse was of that small breed more noted for swift
ness than strength, Every movement of this man, even to the
lifting of his rein, was done in g studious manner. Few looking
at him would have thought that he was one of the greatest vil
lains that over lived.

His companion was full seven feet in height; his breadth
across the shoulders was enormous; his eye was bright and
piercing ; his hair of a bright chestnut color; his forehead high
and noble; hisnose Roman. His face had that dark shade which
indicates constant exposure to the sun.  His clothes, though not
very neat were yet clean. The bosom of his shirt was thrown

open, exposing the broad bosom which lay beneath it, and which.

was of the same color as the face. He was armed like his com-
panion, with the exception that his pistols were not ornamented,
and his knife was somewhat larger. Ie also carried a huge
axe in his belt,

“Well,” said the smaller of the two, ‘“we have not mauch farther
to- go.” .

& Glad to hear it,” said the giant; “my clothes are wet
through, and the moschetoes bite so that I can’t stand it much
longer.” ‘

“gAye, you say truly,” said the other; ¢ this place is noted for
its moschetoes, if nothing else. But hush! we are close to the
mountain, and the sentinels may fire at us through mistake.”

The caution was not unnecessary, for hardly had the word

been ‘spoken, when a vivid flash of lightning revealed the figure

of a man standing on one of the crags within fifty feet of theyn.

“ A gloomy looking place,” said the giant, in a low voice.

The other smiled.

“ Little do the inhabitants of yonder city,” said he, “ dream
that I, the terror of the south-west, am so near them. They
have spies scattered all over the country to catech me; but it is
ih vain, *The Land Pirate,” as they delight to call me, is not to
be caught so easily. Fools!” he exclaimed, shaking his clenched
fist. towards the city, “ye do not know that this country was
made tobe my empire; its people my slaves. Ere a year shall
have passed, ye shall be slain, your houses destroyed; and by
whom? The slaves of ——7

He pansed suddenly, and fixeéd his dark eyes on the face of
his companion, who, with head bent forward. was eagerly lis.
tening to what he was saying. : )

“You are not yet a member of our band,” he said.

% But I soun shall be,” said the gians.
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“True, but our secrets cannot be told fo any one but the
members,”

“ Who goes there! who goes there!” shouted the sentinel,
as 4 vivid flash of lightning revealed to him the two men,
Without giving them time to reply, he raised his musket
to his shoulders and fired. The bullet whistled between the
two men without doing any mischief. * Friends!® shouted the
smaller of the two; “friends! You are too quick with your
gun;” he added, in a stern voice. * Lower the ladder.”

The sentinel obeyed. Both men sprang from their horses,
and after tying them to a tree, they mounted the ladder, the
smaller one leading the way. As soon as they reached the top,
the sentinel spoke. ~

“You bring a new man with you, captain.”

%“Yes., Are the men assembled $”

(13 -1795.” . !
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“] believe go.”

“ Keep a good look out. Come;” and taking hold of his com-
%anion’s hand he plunged beneath a rock and touched a spring.

art of the rock immediately flew open, revealing a small en-
trance which had been cut through the solid rock. The captain
drew the other into the passage,
» ‘“Show a light within there,” he said, in a loud, command-
ing voice. ‘ )

he glare of several torches flashed slong the walls, The
captain again moved forward, followed by the other. After
walking several rods he stopped.

““(five me your hand,” he said. “8ee you this narrow plank?

“Keep your eye on it; look neither to the right nor left. A false

step and you are lost.”

“ Why do you not not cover it over?” asked the other,

The captain langhed.

“You do not understand,” he said. ¢ When we are appre-
hensive of an attack from the police, when we are afraid that
they have discovered our ¢ave, we merely draw this board to
the other side, and they, not knowing it, will fall at least fifty
feet before they stop.” : ‘

His companion shuddered. ,

“A happy contrivance, is it not#” eaid the captain. ¢ But

- eome; we have but a short distance to

0.” .

Both men stepped cautiously over t%e plank. On reaching

the other side the captain clapped his hands three times. Scarcely -
had the echoes died away when an iron door flew open, and
they found themselves in a large room, which was brilliantly
illaminated by numerous torches stuck ‘in the wall, and by an

immense chandelier which hung from the ceiling, e

Caa
'




16 THE TWIN BROTHERS.

For a moment the captain’s companion closed his cyes: the
light was too dazzling for him to bear. When he again opened .
them he started back in astonishment at the scene which met
his view.

The cave was filled with men; all of them, with the exception
of the captain, wore dark cloaks and masks, which concealed
their features from view. There were at least five hundred men
in the cave. At the upper end of the cave was a raised plat-
form, with three chairs on it. Two of these chairs were oceu
pied; the middle one was empty. To conceal the bare walls,
and to make the place look as comfortable as possible, large
eurtains hung from the ceiling to the ground. All of the men

had their eyes fixed on the platform. Jor an instant the captaip .

enjoyed the other’s astonishment, and.then waving his hand, he
spoke: ‘ :

P“'I have brought a new man to join our league,” hé eaid
“Stand on that platform,” said be. *“Has any man anything to
say against this man joining us?” - :

For an instant the men silently surveyed him through their
masks. One of them rose. :

41 know nothing against him,” he said; and he seated himself.

“If any man has anything to say against him,” said the cap-
tain, “lot him rise and speak.”

All remained seated. .

‘1‘ (é‘rood,” said the captain. ‘‘Are you willing to take the

aath 7 T

% Yes,” said the other, boldly. :
“ Kneel,” said the captain. The other cbeyed.

“ Are vou willing to be branded ?” asked the captain. y X
¥y & 14 - ,

For a moment the other hesitated.

“Where?” he asked.

% On the breast.” o

Without a word he bared his bosom. The eaptain waved his
hand. A red-hot iron was brought him. For an instant he
pressed it against the giant’s breast, and then flung it into a tub
of water which stood behind him.

“Your name? ” he asked.

¢« Charles Demmon,” was the reply.

“ Read the oath,” said the captain.

13 = N L3
One of the men rose and read from a paper which was nailed .

on the table. Without faltering, the other pronounced the words
after him. ‘ =
“Rise,” said the captain, extending his hand “You have
known me under the name of Phillips: know me now under
my real name —John A. Murrell.”
Demmon grasped his hand, :
I knew vou from the first,” he said.

2 5
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* Charles Demmon,” said Murrell, “you are now a member
of our band,—the dreaded banditti of the West. -Soon you will
know all our signs and pass-words. Do you know why this
band is leagued together?” :

“I do not.” o

*“ To promote the interests of its memberg; to make this coun-
try an empire; to make me-its emperor, We count much upon
the slaves of the South and South-west. 'Men of wealth and
respectability, and even ministers of the gospel, belong to the
band.  Our influence is extended all over the States, from Maine
to Texas. Our agents are in every place. Our wealth is im-
mense, for we number among -our members several of the best
forgers and counterfeiters in the" country. Your daty is, to do
everything in your power to increase our influence. Jiemember
you are ours, body and soul, and you must obey me. You will
be surrounded with epies, who, if ‘you attempt fo betray us, will
strike you dead. If you are in danger, you will only have to
ffla.ke this sign,” and the captain made a sign with his finger,

and aid will come to you. If you are arrested, fear not to
make the sign to the judge.- Woe unto you if you attempt to
betray us, for our power is great; our agents are everywhere.”

* You shall never haye cause to regret my joining youn,” said
Demmon. “Few equal me in strength; in all exercises T am a
master.” ’ , '

A few words more passed between them, and then the captain
motioned Démmon to seat himself, ' '

“ Men,” sald Murrell, “it is six weeks since our last meeting

‘What have you dore to aid our cause? "

“Omne of them rose. . |
. ““ ?Eeak,-” said Morrell, - .
ave gained thirty members,” he said, with a " pri
“:EOEdI,” said,Murre}lrI. bors, aid, with a look of pride.
nd 1,” said another, “have passed all the mone :
: 10] ¥ you gave
me. I sold it all to one ma d h 1 i i
thousand dollcer an, and be paid me in cash eighty
:: 'XVII;O ils:‘ he?” asked Murrell.” ..
roker,” wag the reply; *“his name is A——t Fg,?
“Is he ric_h,? ” agked Mﬁrge’ll, quickly. o B
:: g[e gs,s.md.to be a millionaire,” ‘
b . 6 1a i ; 3 : ;
will | ‘;c:l ” ?ss;t’ld Mu"rrell 2 *he is in our power. Think you he
“ He dare not refuse,” replied the other. .
Murrell drew a book from his. pocket, and wrote the broker’s
name therein. : . L
“T will visit him to-morrow,” he said. oy
done, To oy Bim. & 1orrow,” he said, ¢ ‘What have you

“ Not much,” was the reply.
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" «Have you gained any members $” -

“Noj; b{lt I have got my eye fixed on two persons.’

“Wh they?” )

“ E—Jbﬁiﬁ, twi}rrx brothers. They are so like each other that
no one can scarcely tell them apart. They formerly resided in
Baltimore, but have lately, removed to the city near by. They

k in a dry goods store.’
" A;e you{aucgquainted with them.$”

“T am.”

¢« Are they honest?”

“They appear to be.”

% That is unfortunate.”

Tt will not stand i}? thet:my.”o, .

% No: I will visit them to-morrow. ,

In a,(:f hour the meeting broke up. As Demmon éntered t{:g
city, he exclaimed, “I shall find her yet! I shall find her yet

CHAPTER IL

THE DRY GO0ODS BETORE—THE ’I.“WIN BROTHERS—THE BISTER—THE
BLOW—THE ARREST—-THE TRIAY—W. .. . B AGATN~—JOHN A. MUR-
RELL—THE OATH—THE PARDC)‘N—-_’I'EE RING—-THE DEPARTURB.

P g

lyn street, near Caroline, §tands a Jarge and handsome
bri{:;:vgtgsl itr;gs. The lower part 18 u'al?i?e ad a dry gooda store;

r part, as a dwelling bouse. The store is fitted up in a
gg;e‘i‘li)(g'emgnn;r. It is i‘ullg-pl;e hundred feet deep, by twentt}_:y-
five wide. 'Two large marble counters run from the front to h f
back. Behind the counters are numerons shelves, filled wi
dry goods. Behind one.of these counters stands a tall, finely-
formed young man, apparently between twenty-five and twenty-
six years of age. [His pale and intellectual countenance wears
an air of sadness. His fértures are beautiful, and formed in the
- olassic mould. His name is Albert B, Eganus.

~'At the upper end of the store stands another young man, the.

nterpart of the other.. . He is dressed in the same mén-
:xe??i?l?i‘; fea%:)ures wear the same air of sadness. No one ean
mistake him. His name is Cornelius D. Eganus, the twin
ther of Albert. . B . .
br%e:ted on a stool, at the upper end of the store, is & tall,
portly looking man. His face wears & smiling expression, which

“in
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never leaves it. He is dressed in the most fashionable style.
His name is W.——r; he is the proprietor of the store.

* Business is rather dull, to-day,” said Mr. W—r,

“ Rather so,” said Albert.

At this moment the door opened, and a young lady entered.
Her features were very beautiful. Her face wore a winning
smile, which added.another charm to her features.  She was at-
tired 1n a close fitting silk dress ; every movement was graceful ;
her teeth were pearly white, and her lips of a cherry red. As
she entered, Mr, W r raised his head, '

“ By heavens!” he muttered to himself, ¢ there she is again,
and Oh! beautiful, more beautiful than ever. The fairest flower
of Paradise would not equal her. Be still, thou throbbing
breast, and let me hear her voice.”

“Ellen,” said Albert, casting at the same time a glance to

~—1r, * you here again?” .

Ellen blushed deeply.

%I could not help stopping to see you,” she said. “A gen
tIen}’an——a clergyman, I think—stopped at our house this morn-

;5 What did he want#” asked Albert, quickly, and turning
pale. :

“To see you,” replied Ellen. * He left this note for you;?”
and she handed him a small, neatly folded note,

*“8ir: I'wish to sce you this everiing—say at e?ht o'clock. T
have something of importance to say to You and your brother
Do not go out this evening. Yours,

e, ‘ Jamrs PuyLrres,”

“Phillips! Phillips!” said Albert, musingly, “the name is
unknown to me. What does he want with mef -

“I do not kuow,” replied Ellen. “ Yon will not fail him. I
think T have seen him before, but where I know not ;” and with
a pleasant smile she left the store. ;

Mr. W—r rose from his chair and walked rapidly to and
fro. 'There was a deep flush on his forehead, and his form trem-
bled so that it required a violent exertion on his part to prevent
the two clerks from ‘noticing his agitation.

* Grod help me ! he muttered to himeelf, “but T have tried

‘in vain to subdue this passion which is now consuming my heart.
. Would that we had never met! Would that the family bad re.

wained in Baltimore! J*~ve her madly, and would make her

‘mine; but my wife! Fool that I was to throw myself away

mpon her., But what has she to do with this new passion? Does
ihe stand in the way? No! the, Bro'phe;:g;, are poor, and Ellen is

¥
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an orphan. I am rich and respected. Money is power. To
ossess Ellen I would be willing to give one-haif of my wealth.
ere it not for her brothers I'd soon make her mine. Would
that I could get them into my power. But a truce to these
thoughts ;” and he seated himself. /
Suddenly he spoke:
“Did 1 not say yesterday that to-morrow we must take an ac-
count of stock?” he asked.
“Yes,” replied Albert, in a faint voice.
“Get down the books,” said W 1. -
In five hours they had taken' “an account of stock,” at the
conclusion of which Mr. We—-r manifested the greatest sur
TiEe. ’
“Several very valuable things are missing,” he said. * Hand
me that book. Perhaps they were sold.” R
“Strange,” said he, a few minutes after; 1 purchased three
very valuable shawls last year. They are not among the stock,
neither do I see them marked down in the sale-book.” -
“ Mr. W—r,” said Albert, in a faltering voice, * the shawls
were sold. I sold them™ . . . . . - o
“But the money, where ig'it?”
“It paid my father’s funeral.” | R
‘A smile of joy passed over. W-——1's features.
“ Hear me,” said Albert; ¢ when we first came to the city we - ~
were. poor, miserably poor. . My mother was taken ill and she
died. My father was taken ill; the weather was very cold, and
he sufféred greatly. Owur wages were insufficient to support us.
We owed the doctor a large sum. He refused to visit us again
unless we paid him. What could Ido? What would any’ Gise,
have done if he had been in my place?’’ - _
“So, with the money'you: received.for the shawls you paid |
the doctor #* said W——or. " "~ '

“Part of it paid him. I intended, as soon as my father got
better, to return the money as quickly as possible. Unfortu-
nately, he died, and the remainder of the money went to the
gexton.” o .

“And so T am to lose thac money?” said W——r, in a cold’
tone. : X -

“Not 80,” said the young man; “I will return 1t to you as
soon as I can get it.”

‘W——r similed grimly. ,

“What if I were to bring an officer here and have you ar-
rested ' he said. ‘

“Qh, you will ‘not do that,” said Albert,entrea.tingly.

¢You would be tried, convicted, and sent fo prison.’

Albert clasped his hands,
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“You would be pointed at, scorned—your reputation would

be blasted forever.”

“Why torture me thus?” said Albert,

“Your sister—how would she feel to see her brother in the
folon’s dock?” and the man bent his still smiling face upon the
almost broken-hearted young man.

« You will not do it [” said Cornelius.

«Y will; ” and he rose. .

“Btay,” said Albert, grasping his hand and sinking on hig
knees ; “yon surely will not do this.”

“ But one thing will prevent me!”

“ And that is—what?”

“ Your sister.”

Albert turned pale.

« Make her mine and ”—

With the quickness of lightning Albert raised his fist and
daghed him to the floor. Then planting 'his foot firmly on his
neck, he seized a stool, and raised it high above bis head. Ere
he could give the blow, Cornelius wrested it from him.

“ Rise,” he said. - . .

Almost choking with passion, W——r obeyed, and shaking
Lis clenched fist at Albert, he left the store.

The two brothers looked at each other with dismay. Before
tl;ﬁy had time to speak, W-~—r returned, accompanied by an
omeer. | ’ :

¢ Arrest that man1” he said, pointing to Albert. The officer
sprang forward and laid his_hand on his shoulder. Albert did
not resist him. In an hour he was in %rison.

Two hours after, he was visited by his sister, who attempjg,@,

to congole him, but it was in vain.
Three hours after, he was tried and found guilty. The next
day be would receive his sentence,
o clock was just striking the hour of six when the door
opened and W-———r entered t%e cell. For an instant the young
!lim[:i glared at him, and then covered his face with his
ands.
“ What do you want here?” he asked suddenly.
« To-morrow,”’ said W—-r
eeive sentence.” -
The young man shuddered.
“Five years in prison.”
“Five years!” shouted Albert, springing from his chair.

# Do you know what five years in prison are to the young Leartt

Five years! Good beavens! Three years will kill me.”

- ¢ can save you.”

“How "

7
\

|

“yon will be brought up to re--

s W,;M,M,;w“. ot oy 8o ¥ ey
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“The judge is my friend ; he wi i
sis‘t:er-—— vgha tgsay yoz; gx";end ; he will do whatever I wisk. Your
" o
Lr Sf;t,ld the young man, hardly knowing what he was saying
o ‘ 3

“Refuse your offer,” said a voic dJ
landruge yo A ce, and John A. Murrell, the
: clogg.a e, entered the room. His features were coueeale’d by

Albert and W-———r gazed at him wi i

ith
:: %Vhat want you here??” eried W—_-—rsil.stomshment.
0 converse with this young man,” w. :
:: Leave the room,” said -—g—-r, aﬂgril?f the reply.
Leave it yourself,” said Murrell.  “What! dare disobey

me;” and Murrell threw open his cloak and exposed his features.

“f“—-—r,stag_f ered back.
: quh! ’ tss:,il Marrell, pointing to the door.
Without daring to say a word, he left the pl
nopthout gt s : place. When the
pot dogr. is refreating footsteps had died away, Murrell locked
“Your name is Albert B ” sai
bowed his head. S
rell.” -
Albert half darted from his chai
KSit otill” said Murrell, T hay
] ’ . ave not long to sta
%e?ve%:i?hﬁ ttehsu;ggol f.lﬁvay; I1]§‘e to finish it as sgon as lﬁs:i!ll)cliewh?
. eard of your arrest and trial.” To-morrow
grrgtl:. :;vﬂl be sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. I can save
- “‘ At the same price W——r demanded ?*
No; an easier one.” )
:: Che price! the price?”
“That you and your brother join my band,”
“%ut I}ogv call; you save me?” '
1e_jndge, before whom you were tried to-da I
oy band. He has t s thorelco s fo
ob:ay nd, evex‘ythingﬁsn the oath, and is therefore bound to
‘:%ilf)ugh,” said Albert; “I am yours.”
ul (lill;l!k” you that your brother will join vs?”
Murrell was overjoyed,
: :‘ You must take,th}-raloa.th now.”
3 E;IH y()]tll ‘EiSh it—yes.”
. Murrell administ
peﬁtzd (ilt Jadu hillil -ered the oath, and the young man slowly re-
\nd now hear what you have to do,” sai
¢ *said M
ﬁg:gted, word for word, what he ha.d,toldlDer;:ggslll’t?:;dl h:
ing. The young man was horror-struck. *

¢

The young man
“My name,” continued the other, “ingur-

’
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“Ggbd heavens!” he exclaimed, ‘ this is horrible.”

“Too late now,” said Murrell, with a sardonic smile. * Bet
ter to live a life of pleasure than to diein prison,”

“Woe to the man who brought this upon me,” said Albert.
“W-——r ghall die a most horrible death.”

“Do as you please to him,” said Murrell. “He is not a very
valuable member ; besides he is old. We want young men.
Iere are ten thousand dollars. They are counterfeits, yet no
one can tell them from the real. When you have passed them,
you must return me five thousand dollars in good money.”

Albert took the bills and thrust them in his pocket.

In a few minutes the door opened and Cornelius entered. In
a few words Albert informed him of what had occurred.

“8ince you wish it, dear Albert,” he said, “I will join the
leagune. Speak the oath, sir, I will repeat it atter you.”

In s few minutes Cornelius was a member of the league.

“ Do you wish to leave the prison now ?” asked Murrell.

“No; to-morrow will be time enough,” was the reply; and
seeing that his brother looked surprised, he added, “1 wish 1o
brood over my wrongs and think of vengeance.”

It will be the best for you to leave the prison to-night,” said
Murrell, “Remain here till I return. I must get a pardon from
the judge;” and he left the room.

In a few minutes he returned. In his hand he held a paper.

“ Here is the pardon,” said he. “Remember, in four weeks
we meet at the cave. 1 will give you a sign by which youn can
gain admittance;” and he moved his hands in a peculiar man-

ner.. ‘‘Take this ring, and whenever you need help, show it;”

and he left the room,

A few words more passed between the brothers, and they»%iﬁi-ﬂ
left the place. Soon they were walking swiftly towards their
residence. -

CHAPTER IiL

ELLEN AND W R—THE BROTHER'S RESCUE—THE MURDER-—THE
ARREST — THE JAILER ~— THE LAND-PIRATE—THE ESCATE—THER
TRAITOR—THE OATH-—THE TRAITOR'S REWARD—THE PURSUIT-—
HO FOR THE NORTH., .

On leaving the prison, W———r hailed a cab. ~ As it drew up
to the sidewalk he sprang in. After receiving his frders; the
driver drove at a smart pace towards the center of the city.

¢

H
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“ Ourses on Murrelll” muttered W r to himself; *“he
defeated me at the moment of success. What does he want
with Albert? Ah, I have it—to join the league. Albert will
refuse him; of that I am certain;” and he closed his eyes.
Suddenly he started up.

“ What a lucky thought!” he almcst exclaimed.  She lives
alone, and no one will interrupt us. Yes; I’ll do it. Driver,
turn your horse’s head the other way, Drive to 56 W —m
street. Stop at No. 30. She may be locking out of the win-
dow,” he said, *“ and if she should see me, she would flee,” and

' W-——r1 rubbed his bdnds with glee.

In a few minutes the cab stopped. "'W——r got out, paid the
driver his fare, and dismissed the cab. ,

“So far so well,” said he ; and in a’few minutes he stood in
front of the young lady’s house. For a moment he hesitated,
but mastering his fear, he mounted the steps, and turned the
handle of the door. It was locked. He then rang the bell, and
impatiently awaited for it to open. ‘

In a few minutes he heard steps descending the stairs. Another
moment and the key was turned. Without giving the young
lady time to open the door, heé turnmed the handle and sprang in, .
closing the door after him. On seeing him Ellen uttered a slight
scream, and leaned against the wall for support.

“ Well, Ellen,” said W~——-r, with a triumphant smile, “you
are now mine. No brother is here to save yAEANReY T
“ Leave the house,” said Ellen. L
“ When you are mine—not before,” was the reply.

“ Yours!?” gaid Ellen, prondly, “ I shall ne’%‘p}*‘ﬁé‘your& Leave

_ the house, or I will call for help.”

™ ¢ Your cries will avail you nothing,” said We——r; and rush-
ing forward, he caught the young girl by the neck and covered-
her mouth with his hand. She struggled to fres’herself from his
grasp, but it was in vain. Opening a door, he dragged her
into a room and closed it.” All this occupied several minutes.
“You see you are in my power,” he said.
“God help me,” murmured the poor girl, ¢Oh, Albert!
would that you were here.”.
¢ Albert is in prison,” said Wewwr. *To-morrow he will be
free. Ile has sold you to me.” v
‘ Liar!” shouted a voice, and Albert sprang into the room,
followed by bis brother. For a moment the young man glared
at W——r with a look in which joy and hate were intermingled
together, W.——r appeared like one paralyzed. Ellen uttered,
a sereamn of joy. ' : ‘
- The tableaw lasted but a moment. With one bound Albert
caught the ruffian by the throat and bore him heavily to the
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floor. At the same instant Cornelius snatched up an axe and
raised it over his head. ‘

“Move your body a little, Albert,” he said, for the young
man stood in such a position that he could not strike withont
injuring his brother.. ‘ ’

“ Spare me! ” cried W———r, vainly endeavoring to rise, and
holding up his hands entreatingly. “My God! you will not kill
me! Spare—Oh! gpare my life! For God’s sake, spare —

The axe descended with such force that it buried itself in his
braing, W—-r half rose from the floor, clasped his hands to-
gether, as thongh entreating for mercy, and then fell dead upon
the floor.

“Good God!” cried E]len, * what have you done??”

‘ Sent the villain to where he belongs—to hell,” said Albert.

Corneling dropped the axe, and for a moment stood terror-
stricken at the deed he had committed.

4 “Come! be a man,” said Albert, laying his hand on his shoul-
er, S

“QOh! brother! brother! how could you do'it?” said Ellen,
sobbing. ' C )

¢ Hush ! would you alarm the neighbors by your cries ?” said
Albert. ¢ What shall we do, Cornelius?”

His brother'made no reply to the question, but slowly raised
his finger and pointed to the body. o

“Te movethp moves ! ” he eried. “Js he alive yet? Has
his soul returned from hell to eonfront me?”

““ Hush I said Albert, shaking him violently. “¥You know
not Ell:n’at you say. He is dead. [Ellen, a glass of brandy'

uick [ .
‘ e Drink,” gaid Albert, when it was brought to him.

His brother gbeyed. U '

“This is dreadful, Albert,” he said. : ,

“ Tt cannot be helped,” said Albert: *What shall we-do with
the body ¢” x ‘

Betore Cornelius could reply, the door was dashed open, and
several police officers rushed into the roomn. The body of

i

‘W-——r at once made them comprehend of what had occurreds

The two brothers were ‘seized, bound, and in another hour lodged
in prison. "

% Our doom is sealed,” said Cornehus, gloomily.

“Not go,” said. Albert, who was the bolder of the twe.
“See,” and he held up his finger. “1 bold a ring which is al
most as powerful as Alladin’s lamp.”

Corneling’ features brightened up.

The next morning, when the jailor entered the room. Albert
asked, ¢ Do you know Murrell #”

8 , :
R

o
e
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% What of him ?” inquired the man. )

“ ]W:?)V:) ;ou know him ?q”[a.nd Albert held up the ring.

“T gee you belong to the league,” said the man. “I am also
a member of it.” . N

“ And by your cath you are bound to aid me. ‘

“Willingly. Do you wish to-see Phillips ?-—our leader goes
under that name in this city.” _

[19 Yes.” .

“ He will be with you in ag hour;” and the man left the room.

Murrell entered. i R
}‘n; nbgtoiull;usiness,” said he, “a very bad business. I saw
rrest in the papers.”

yogr‘%re must escage,}?’ said Albert. o o

% That can be easily arranged,” said Mu’l;rell. “The jailer
belongs to our league. We must bind him.

“ Bind-him ! ! repeated Albert. o

“Yes; we do matters in such a way that suspmmnjfalls on
no one. To-night, at nine, everythm§ will be prepared.

¢ But Ellen — what will become of her?” .

¢ She shall be at‘.‘cended2 13? ; fear not for her.

¢ Whither shall we go? :

“ g]?gg%orth_ Yougcan make a handsome hiving at the wa-
tering places. There you will not be re(.:ogi'lmze‘d. Two fleet
norses will be ready for you at _the end of the city. I havea
large number of counterfeit bills in my pocket, amounting to
over one hundred thousand dpllars. . Had you 1’1’01'. better fake
them? You can combine business with pleasure. .

« Let us have them,” said Albert.

Murrell drew a large roll of bills from his pocket, and handed”

E {‘:?Yl}olﬁilvgll write to me ?ften,” said Murrell ; ¢ farewell ; to-
ight we shall meet again.’
mg‘h{;ﬁ?'e have no arms%” said Albert. .

«T will supply you to-night,” said Murrell, and he left the-
room, Lvening came., At nine Murrell entered the rooms.
The jailer suffered his arms to be bound behind him, gokmg ag
the time with the men.. When this was done, they descende
the stairs and left the prison. Soon they were mcunted; the

arms which Murrell had provided for them placed in their belts ;

i r they had left the city far behind them.
ang.énnﬁgnh:)l?ey regched a small cojlantr‘y tavern. Several men
were lounging about the door. The two b}'othqrs threw them-
selves from their horses and called for wine. " As they were
something tired, they resolved to remain there all night. = After
drinking their wine, they requested the landlord to show them
to their rooms,

#f
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“ Don’t make a noise,” said the landlord. - “ A sick gentleman,
as has losh his darter, i in the next room. The partitions are
made owt of boards, and o’ course the least noise made in one
room can be heard in the next.”

When night came, the two brothers undressed and went to
bed. Through the cracks they saw a bright light ghining in
ithe rext rootn. Suddenly they heard a door open. Albert mo-
tioned to his brother to keep silent, and springing from his bed,
he applied first his ear and then his eye to one of the cracks,

¢ Have you succeeded ? ” asked a voice.

‘“ Beyond my utmost expectations; so far as to gain an- ad-
mittance into the cave,” replied the other.

“ But my daughter — have you seen her ¢

“Not yet; but I hope to see her soon.”

“Is ghe in the cave t ? ‘

“8he must be ; where else would Murrell put her #»

* How are we to find out whether she is there or not? »

¢ That is the difficulty. My plan is to get a large number of
men together-—this we can easily do by offering so much to
every man —and to attack the cave,”

“Think you that you’ll succeed ¢ »

“I should not attempt it if I were not sure of success.”
“ Poor M——a,” gaid the other.

The sigh was echoed by his companion.

This companion, as our readers may have suspected, was
Demmon.

“ But how did you gain admittance into the cave?”

%1 am a member of the league.”

“ Have {ou taken the oath? ™" Y
“Yes; but an oath made to such men is valueless;” and he
informed the other what had occurred at the cave.,

“This is indeed s ferrible plot,” said the other. *The gov-
ernment must be informed of it at onee.”

“This i3 sheer rashness,” said Demmon. ¢ If the leader is

». slain the league is destroyed.”

1:‘ 'T'is lucky that our house is so mear the ‘cave,” said the
other, —,

% Perhaps your negroes have been tampered with.”

“It may be so, but Il scon find out. Do you intend to re-
main here all night ¢ ?

* A few hours,” replied the other. * Before daybreak I shall
be up and far away. I will collect all my friends and you must
collect yours, As Murrell says, every man helps.’ Is the ad-
Joiniing room oceupied ¢ ’

“I believe that the one on the right is.”

“You should have told me so wﬁen I first entered the room.
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I’ll sleep in the next room. If anything happens, call me ;"
and he left the room.

For several moments the gentleman remained seated, with
his face leaning on his hand, and his elbow resting on the table.

At length he rose and went to bed. Thelamp was extinguished, -

and all was darkness.

“ Cornelins,” said Albert, bending over his brother, and speak-
ing in a hurried tone, “ did you hear their conversation ¢

“ Bvery word.” ,

% Wkt is to be done with him ¢ *

T8t Murrell settle with him.”

“ Remember our oaths, We have sworn that if any suspi-
cion rests on & member, to slay him,”

Corneliug shuddered.

“ What have we to fear,” said Albert. “ Remember that we
are in Murrell’s power, and if he should hear that we suffered
this man to escape, he will say, ‘behold the murderers of
W r'”

* And must we kill him¢”

“Yes; have you not the heart to doit? You have only to
hold him, and I will strike the blow.”

“ Oh! Albert, every murder makes Heaven recede from us,
and brings us nearer Hell.”

“ Let us do the deed,” said Albert. “Come; heisin the next
room. My knife is sharp; a moment will finish the work.”

“ And send a soul before its Maker.”

“ Psghaw 1 ” said Albert. *Get up; we will dress omselves.”

In a fow minutes they were dressed.

“ Put your shoes in the pocket of your great-coat,” said Al-
bert, as he opened the door. A fow steps brought them to the
door of Demmon’s room. Albert listened attentively.

“He is sleeping,” he said; and he opened the door without
making any noise. A lamp was burning on the mantel-piece.
Demmon lay asleep npon the bed. In one hand be held a small
locket, the lid of which was open. Albert examined it. It was
the picture of a young lady of the most surpassing beauty.
Cornelius sighed as he beheld it; it reminded him of %ﬁs sister.
Demmon’s features wore a smile; he was dreaming. His chest-
nut locks waved over his high and noble forehead. Both hands
were folded over his broad bosom. Iis arms lay upon the table
beside the bed. He was a very model of Hercales; he locked

ike a lover dreaming of his mistress. ‘

« Poor fellow,” said Cornelius, * and must-he diet”

“ Yes,” gaid Albert, who, since the muarder of W T, 3p-

peaved to have a delight for blood, * he must die.”
¢ Then strike #”” said his brother. “If I remain here & moe-
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ment longer, pity will take possession of my heart, and I shall
awaken him, Strike, I say, for the angel of merey is hovering
over me with his wings.” e .

Without hesitating a moment, Albert raised the knife and
plunged it into his heart. Demmon did not move, nor even
groan. - That one blow had freed his spirit, and he was — where ¢

“The deed is done,” said Albert, as he coolly wiped bis knife
on the sheets of the bed. * Let us see f he has any money
about him; > and taking up the clothes which were lying on
the foot of the bed, he emptied the pockets of their contents.
There was a large purse filled with gold, and a pocket-book
stuffed with bills, Albert chuckled over his ill-gotten gains.

. Hearing & noise, both turned toward the door. There stood
the landlord, his features expressing both astonishment and fear.
In his right hand he held a lamp; in his left a glass of wine,
which it appeared the deceased man had sent him aiter.®* Albert
fixed his eye on him and moved slowly toward him. The land-
tord was too terrified to speak; his tongue clove to the reof of
his mouth. He attempted to move —to raise hig bhand — but
it was in vain. Slowly Albert approached his intended victim.
His eyes did not wink, nor his hand tremble, even when he
raised the fatal knife. Like a bird fascinated by the snake, the
landlord suffered him to approach him. Albert gave him a
blow in the breast and removed his eyes. The charm was broken.

“ Help! help! they murder me !” shouted the landlord. Re-

Eeatedly the assassin plunged the knife into his body. Suddenly
is eries ceased, his eyes closed, and with a low moan he fell
““back —DEAD. '

The work was done, and the murderer rose. The glass of
wine was lying wpon the floor, and, strange to say, not a drop
had been spilled. He stooped down and emptied the glass of
its contents.

“ Lot us emcape,” said Cornelius.

Albert threw open the window; it was but twelve feet from
the ground. Ile leaped out; his brother followed him. Hur-
riedly they made their way toward the stable. Suddenly a
huge dog sprang up and caught Albert by the throat. One
blow with his knife, and he was freed from this new enemy.
The stable door was dashed open and the horses brought out.
It took but a few minutes to place the saddles upon their backs.
Hardly bad they mounted them, when the door of the tavern -

* The landlerd’s wife stated to the Coroner that her husband was subject to fits,
and that he always brought a glass of wine with him when he retired to his reom.
Many witnesses, w}m were acquainted with the landlord, stated the same. As but
2 fow drops of wine were found, it is supposed that the rourderers drank it—

Mg Tribune
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was thrown open, and several men came forth, By the light of the moou ey be
held the brothers, '

“8Bhoot them down]?* shouted one of the men ; and drawing n pistol from his
belt he fired. The ball passed through Cornelius’ eap. Revenge prompted him ta
draw a pistol and fire in return, The man sprang several feet into the air, and fell dead,

“ Forward |** shouted Albert ; and pressing his spurs into the animal’s side, hs
leaped over the fence in gallant style. For an instant Cornelius’ horse refused the
leap, but a sharp ent over the neck with his whip caused him to make it.

* Follow them ! ** cried one of the men ; and the two brothers had not proceeded
more than a mile, when they heard the sound of pursning footsteps behiad them.
Each drew up at the same®¥nstant, and each held a cocked pistol in his hand. As
they were standing in the shadow of a tree, the horsemen did not see them until it
was 00 late. The two brothers fired at the same instant, and two eaddles were
em‘};_ty. Ther, again putting spurs inte their horses* sides, they rode swiftly forward.

hen day broke, they had left the tavern far behind them.

Reader, fales of blood are hateful to us. Would that this atory were merely a
fiction, but,alas? it is true, and we must give it astold to us by the brothers, Young
man, master your passiors while young, it cannot be done when old Do not let
your passions master you, but master them. Remember this,

On reaching the eity of Boraton, the young raen went to the first hotel in the
place, and ordered the finest apartments in the house to be placed at their disposal, Aa
they were afraid that their resemblance to each other would botra them, they bought
false beards, wigs, &e.; and also ordered the landiord to send for Mr. Hore, the
merchant tailor.” As soon as he came, they ordered him to measare thess for severs)
suits of clothes. They gave a short acconnt of themselves to the landlord, in which
they stated that they were cousing, and that their father had sent, them to the city to
inquiro after an unele by the nawe of Martyn, The landlord brought them a direc-
tory, and on opening if, they found that several persons in the city were named Mar-
tyn. They requested the landlord tosend their mealsup in their rooms, as they were
bashful, and were not used to dining in a hotel. They also stated that they wished

. to gell their horses, and that they would let them go ont of their hands for one half
their value. Tle landlord, who suspected nothing, offered to purchase them, and to
pay for them in cash, one thousand dollars. Albert saw a sprightly young negro boy
playing about the floor. and he offered the landlord two htmdre! dollars for him,

After a litfle wrangling about the price, the landlord consented, and Albert paid him
in counterfeit money.

As Boon vs their clothes were finished, they purchased tickets for New York, and-

having entered the cars, they were goon on their way to that far-famed eity. .

1t was several weeks after their departure before the landlord discovered that the
"money he had received from them was worthless. He raved and stornied, but it was
of nouse. He offered a large reward for their arrest, bug Years passed before he saw
then again.

CHAPTER IV.

NEW YORK — THE TWIN BROTHERS LOSE THEIR MONEY ~— THE INVITATION ~— THE BALY,
ROOM — PICEING FPOCKETS — THE LOAN = THE BRACELET —- THE BREASTPIN —— THR
DISCOVERY ~— THE ALARM — IOUSR BURNING ~— THY ESCAPE.

New York City ! Great thou art in riches, greak thou art in é¢rime, Many a young
man hast thou ruined, many a felon hast thow made, Well worthy thon art pf’ being
cailed the “ Empire City,” for an empire thou art in crime and wretchedness,

It was noon when the twin brothers renched New York. They were astonished
at everyihing they saw ; bhut as soon as they had somewhat recovered, they ordered
8 cab and were driven to the Astor House. On reaching it, they gave out that they
were British noblemen, traveling for health and pleasure. Before night had drawn
her curtain over the sky, numberless eards and invitations had been received. The"
two brothers were overjoyed at their success. :

“ All goes well,” gaid ‘Albert. *That was & good thought of yomrs, the making
sut that we are lords. At any rate, we have more money than most lords have”

* Let us visit the theatre,”” said Corneliug, ;

s~ faghionable style. Ou hearing the name,
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. Ly
« With pleasure. Waiter, call a carrage. 4 in Tnan hour bhey reached the
A carriaﬁe.;;]vlas f I?éie?t? %-:;:]lJ igoﬂgg;aﬁgdsg‘ep :ce of amusement before, T'}‘Jﬁy wlc;re
:.heﬂm{', d :é u‘:: i)arge number of lights, and the splendor of thes ]?tai{gel o e % m{
:v?;grﬁa:beth, one of the most thrélling ]}‘rlas,r’gediieé 'gg I:,h‘g alsmel:z:::ilv& a “s; 1?!1; o Dur-
ing th‘13 'parqur;l:prfsrggrt}éﬁg] ;?i?aeé, it('.) rrglcninde?ighim go foreibly of the murde; of Deme &
e eﬁn bliged to Jeave the theatre and return to the hotel. N .
mon, that he wasl;) %emoved to a private house. That same evening { sy aga}alr;
vi;-i[‘t!;?l ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁgg;rz,?nd when they returned, they found that their house had caug

i i king ruing,
i i d that nothing remained but a heap of smo
%f:fod;zgig? u;ﬁ?;e}lgg.lga theii' money 1o their trunks, and, of eourse, it had bgen
) , ) .
bu‘r‘llgflf;n.gether we have but fifteen dollars,” gald Albert, “and @at, in a city like this,
will Jast us but a few days.”’

¢ v asked Cornelius. ) )
%ggit.;{gemecaﬂf;plf h?a feﬂs a touch on the shoulder which caused him te

R i ho was dressed in livery.

i ?* he asked, of a man who 5

4: ghat' do_g? pon azﬁnghgliﬂaﬁewith a low bow, and holding up o _gilt-edged nc:lt%
“rmy rs?;?e:; told me to deliver this *ere note to Lord Stanhope, Be that your name

# Vea?

Albel:t took the note, and breakipg open the geal he read it. A smile passed over

hi?r?ﬁ?ﬁe %e there,” he said to the servant, who immediately left him, after bowing

bt o g 7 ** asked his brother.
“ IYEVJ:'Z%;Sa]Elote at‘; :ttend a fashionable party this even,i’n -t szg.ddAlberﬁ carelessly.
«It may be the means of putting money in our pqckets,l QEE adtee 7o .an bour
That evening a carriage was ordered, and the two broth s,}eln Te 4 han hour
they stopped hefore a large and handsome mansion on F—-. ayenh X bert ruug
theybell pal:l']d the same servant who had handed them the note in the mornmgwll s
to the door. On seeing them, he bow'et(i1 fodth]? floor, and ba%ee %;To?‘nsﬂ-rs w f;:e
¢ d the door and led the way up a wi ir of °
:nggnlaagtg;r'le a%;e];i :h‘;iiving open a door, he oried i a lond voice, Lord Staw
b e e Ted wi i 11 of them dressed in the most
ho zoom was filed with ladfen e g:;ﬂ?ar.rll ‘i:t?t'll]em made a rush toward the deor

: a lady of the most commanding beauty. .
" Arg(gfc}‘:h!e::l Ezse;claiglgd, waving her hand wn;i the air of a queen, “ We]cm:ile.
my lord. Make way there for Lord Stanhope;” and taking both their arms, she
: iddle of the room, ) _
le%t%g:‘l :r.; tl\}&isr.n]lﬂm-—-e - d 7 said Albert, interrogatively.
The lady bowed. i . o by fire.’ sho said,
.. 'd of your arrival and the destruction of your house by fire,”” sh
- an%l hz?: ;gﬁel:reg s%:'g‘;ger in a atrange land, I could do no bétter than to invite you
. 8 e

to my hopse._’l’ 1 Y )
‘}‘L%J'g;g E|1:1123 et};ey are to each other,’ said a young lady, in not s0 lowa _fona but
that Albert il;al’dh%ler. 2 doacliter?” .
is is Mi my da g
l]ql‘algﬁﬁnwéfis;-&nd as tixe gm‘usicgwas striking up, he requested 1_:.he honor of fh(elr
hand for the next dance, which happened to be a waltz. 8he clopslly c?éxsen t;ZE.
While they weve dancing, Alberi, observed _tiiat 51;:; :vgre a ’w;e;y; n?ga':;::dgﬁg d imzelf"
begit 1y career ag a8 pickpoe ere; to i ;
an‘c‘l Ev;nt:gif:; ‘]:f; lo;l?)%?buirl:iyt“y, he drew tEe v(;a;ch féogl slher 11::;{ t»}v;n;g g;tr e‘t;eang ab-
J one.  Soon the dance was ended, and hoth seated the , .
seﬁle:’g)vt;ydz“}y(lanl?ke the country. 7 eaid Miss M- d, who wished to engage him
in conversaiion. . . o o+ and be
1 idering the short time I have been in it,” was the reply;
ﬁx‘;(‘lr gg f‘i‘;fela;?l]{"s:éye 01% her face. It was then that he noticed that she Wafs verv
iful. : ’ :
be?‘ul!:%ol;v long do you intend to remain here 7% she aekejd.
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“1 did intend to remain here a year, but I lost all my mwoney and drafts by the
Ingt, evening, and I must return to England for more.”
The young lady blushed slightly as she said,
“ My mother will lend you money to any amouut.”
“ Just as I expected,” said Albert to himself; * but,” he added aloud, “I am =z
stranger to your mother, she knows me only by name.”
“ That will make no (}ifference," said the young lady.
“ Really, my lord,” gaid a fine, matronly looking Woman, approaching, * you oct
onpy yowself too rouch with Miss M——d.
- % Excuse me,’ said Albert, with 2 smile, and rising ; ‘“her conversation was so
intereating that I quite forgot myself,” and he made a low bow.
As to Miss M————d, she looked daggers at the lady, who returned her look with
a smile. Albert noticed it, and his heart beat with joy,
“ Let me introduce you to my niece, Miss Anna H ; Aunna, this is Lord
Stanhope.” .
The young lady rose. :
 Be seated,” said Albert, seating himself in a chair by her side. They had not
conversed long when the mistress of the hause approgehed.
“I wish to speak with you in private, my lord,’ she said.
Albert, rose trom his ehair, and walked with her to an inner room.
* You had a short conversation with my daughter a few minutes ago,” she said.
“ You lost all your money by fire last evening. Oblige me by accepting ‘this It is
a check for five thousand dollars.?
“How can I thank you. for this unexpected kindness ? ”* said Albert, as he pluced
the check in his pocket-book.
“By saying nothing about it," replied the lady.
“ Madam, the generosity of the Americans is proverbial all over the werld,* said
Albert, * bt little-~*
The lady covered his mouth with her hand.
“ No thanks,”” she said with a smile. “You can repay me when I visit England.”
*Ah| then you must visit my castle,” said Albert, "{ shall have great pleasute in -
‘showing you over London.”

“ Your arm,” said the Jady as she opened the door. * What do you think of our
Ameriean ladies ? » :

“I thiuk they ave very beauntiful,”” said Albert; and, moreover,” he added, as he
Qubtr?cbeid a splendid bracelet from her army, “ I think they have a great taste for
Jewelry.”

“ Yoi flatter us,*? said the lady, smiling.

*“Upon my honor, no,? said Albert. “ My words come from the heart.”

At this moment a short, powpous looking gentleman came up.  His clothes, though

faghionable, sat awkwardly upon him, and he had that nervous air belonging to per-
sona who are not used to good society, Oun hia fingers he wore several 1. wgnificent
rings, and in the bosomn of his shirt was a splendid diamond breastpin,

“ ghis,i’g my husband, Mr. M———d,” said the lady. *This is Lord Stanhope,
my dear.

% Yery much delighted to ses you, my lord,” said. Mr. M.
hand, aud speaking in a hurried manner, as though he wished to
of introduction as soon as possible.. * Bad affair,
wife could speak of nothing else all day long.”

“How proud Iam to make your acquaintance,” said Albert, la
Eis neck. " This aﬁpeared to delight the ofher extremely, so much so that Alberi
wanaged to slip the breastpin from lis shirt, and put it in his pocket.

“ Exenae e a moment,*” said Albert, I wish to speak with ray brother ;** and he .
left them. Cornelius was standing near a window, conversing with Miss Ma———d.
Aibert approached hirn, and made a sign that he wished to speak with him,

“ Have you done anything ? ** he asked,

“Yes,” replied his brother — * three gold watehes?

“Good ; we are getting along famously,” aaid Albert,
ten thousand dollars now, What a handsome ]

Corneliung took the hint,

“I will get it,” he eaid. * Let us separate : see how the people are eyeing s

Albert again approached Mr. M——-d and entered into conversation wih him
Soon he managed to ease him of his watch,

“ 18 it not supper time, my dear ? ** said Mra, Mo,

d, extending hig
get over the form
that of your house ; — very BOITy==

ing hia hand on

ert. “We are worth at least
breastpin your partner has got.”
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N . L] ;. - » t
———a 1t his band in his vest pocket to feel for his watch, but it was no
thz::-{;:‘ MAt the saIrJne instant he h(iaard hiskaughter;zlw:me exclaiming,
h i . Somebody ‘s took my watch. )

:]ngi:?::éh! i? E;:::‘I‘;ime&) ?;r. M.f-—-d, “if I know where my wateh ia gone to.”

“ My bracelet 17? cried Mrs. M d; “ I *ve lost my bracelet | *

Albert thrust his hand inte his pocket. )

« Sumebody *s picked mybpot‘l:uket 17 he exclaimed.

‘ ine 1?* eried his brother. o ‘ -

L‘anl\% i d s(}:r:gng to the door,and leaned with his back aga . #it.

“ bio ono shall leave this house without heing searched 1°” he ex.mimed.

Albert turned pale, but he still retained his self-possession, He sprang to Mr,
M d’s side. Cornelius managed to slip through a side doot into the hall,
Knowing that everytbing depended upon himself, he entered the ladies’ dressing~
room, and seizing 2 Jarp, ke set fire to the curtaine. Inan instant the room was

_filled with smoke, which passed through the hall into the ball-room.

“Fi ire | the house is on fire [ i .
TE:arel:idli]:: scre‘;med, and several of them fainted. Several of the gentlemen
ened the window and leaped out. As to Albert and his brother, they showed their
%Iity by lenping through the window, and running up the street. A cab was
passing by ; thoy hailed 1t and sprang in. .
* Where to 7 ** asked the driver.
“The Astor ]I"quse.”-]J 1t
b ¢hed i . )
:‘[,'3“?: ;;33{ ltefgertﬁ:is city a8 sooh as possible,” said Albert. “ How did the house
i ﬁre(i?-" * replied his broth
. ed it," replied his brother. R L. .
" {tﬁ:v;s ]weilldgno — jnst in the nick of time,too. I 'hope the house is insured : 7
d he laughed heartily. . .
" Do yot intend to visit Saratoga 77" asked Cornelius, L
“Yes,* replied Albert. ¢ We will take the cars for that place to-morrow. Let us
to bed. Glood night.”
gQThe next motuing they were en route for Saratoga.

CHAPTER V.

" PG A —- THE SPRINGS — THE OOTTON PLANTER -— THIRTY THOUBAND DOLLARS — THE

ATTEMET = THE FAILURE == THE MURDER — THE DIRCOVERY = HARRIET 0. THE SH=
NUCED =~ THE DUEL = THE DEPARTURE =~ YHE DISGUISE,

; hey reached Saratoga. The hotels were all crowded, but a few ex-
t.z"a.IgotleI:\lr;lgga:?thed {llem roons at thge United States hotel — the largest hotel in the
place. Although somewhat fati%ued, their curiosity*to see the springs was go l;ﬂt
that they ressived to visit them that evening. Accordingly, as soon as thefy hd ; 11:
ished thiir supper they walked down Broadway to the Congress spring. A l:e};~ lrm
ing severnl glasses of the water, they walked to the Indian encampment at ¢ ﬁ ri)wil:
end of the village. Then they visited the Iodiné spring, the Ewpire spring, ¢ eP uil
nam spring, dw., and then visited the Pavilion theatre situated in frout of the Pavil-
101 Springb Then, feeling somewhat tired, th.ey returned to t.he_nr hotel. fned

The next morning the Tain poured down in torrents, and this, of courss, (;!(él’_l ne:
them to the house. Albert entered into conversation with a young man, an 1stl:lqw
ered that he was the son of a wealthy planter in Georgia., His father had Sﬁnt m:l
to the North to purchase railroad stock — some thirty thousand dollars wert -}: an
Le bad the money in his pockeb. Albert’s eye watered on hearing this, and Afbr‘:t
solved that the money should change bands.” At noon the rain ceased, and A ed
invited the young man to go with him to the Indian encampment. He _c:,onsent:.hé
and in company with Cornelins they set out. After remaining a short tine a'tll
sncampment, they walked toward the open eountry. Soon they had Jeft the village

" everal miles behind them. Albert looked around him. No ove wasin sight. Cor-
nelius engaged the young mar in conversation, while Albert, watehing his oppo;:t.u-
wity, thraat his hand in his pocket and drew forth a well fillen pocket-book. ~ Be c:;.e
he eould thrust it into his pocket the young man turned round, and secmglhm poe
et-hook in Albert’s hand he drew a ﬁowie knife and Leld it high above his head.
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« Would you rob me ¥ ** he exclaimed. “Return me my pocket-book.”

“Take it; I was meraly joking,” said Albert, throwing the pocket-book on the

und ; and, as the young man stooped to pick it up, he caught him by the hair,
and twisted the knit{ from his hands. . Then, before he could utter a ery, he drew
the knife acrosa his throat with such swiftness, that it completely soevered the head
from the body.

« Tt is done,” were the murderer’s first words, .

"« Yes| it is done, and retribution hes yet to come | * shouted a voice near them
and 2 man on horseback dashed past them. For an instant their eyes met, but tha
one instant served to engrave his features on the murderer’s heart,

« Let us leave the place,” he said, as soon as the man had disappeared.

That evening they left the village and journeyed toward Montreal. The next
morning they reached it. -

Reader, it is not our intention to detail all their adventures. Fven if we wished
it, our pen would refuse it. Our soul is already sick at the many scenes of horror
we have been obliged to delineate. Would to heaven that the work were merely a
fiction, but alas! it is not. '

In Montreal, Cornelius made the acquaintance of a young lady by the name of
Harriet G . - Under a promise of marriage he seduced her; and, in a few
weeks, growing tired of her, he gave her fifty dollays and set her adrift upen the
wide world. Her brother, hearing of it, challenped Corpelius, and & duel was the
consequence. They met, and the young man fell. As there were some spspicions
of forﬁ play, the brothers were obliged to leave the city. In two weeks they landed
in Boston, They remained there %mt a fow days, and then set out for Murrell’s
Mountain. To reach it they were obliged to pass through the city in which the;
had committed their first murder, In order to do this withont being discovered,
they disguised themselves so effectually that even their nearest friends would not
have known them if they had met with them.

CHAPTER VL

THE NEIGHBOR — A TAEE OF HORROR —— PHILIPR AND JOHN A, MURKRELL ONE AND THE
#AMR PERSON «— THE OATH COF VENGEANCE-— THE GAMBLER -— THE MUBDER — TH
TERRIBLE DIR0OVERY — THE FIRE - THE ES0APN.

On entering the city their first thought was a visit to their sigter Ellen. Accord
“ingly they rode over to her house, but to their astonishment they diseovered that she
was not there— that the house was empty and destitute of furniture, A lady in the
nelftedhouse who saw them, beckoned to them, and as they entered her room she
asked, .

* Are you looking for Miss Ellen Eganas 7!

*“Yes,” replied Albert, “ she is my cousin, and § wish to see her very mueh, Can
you tell me where she hag gone to 7 ; '

The lady requested the two brothers to be seated, and then informed them that
Fllens two brothers had murdered a man and fled the ecity, That a few days after
‘they had left, a man who appeared te be a minister called at her house, and atated
that her brothers had sent him. to. take care of her. That he took her to balls and

laces of amusement, and undér a selemn promise of marriage seduced her, That
1 a few weeks he abused her, and to escape him Ellen fled with a gentleman she
was well acqueinted with, and who was one of the richest men in the city; and
that was all she knew about her. : -

* But this clergyman —his name ?% asked X1bert.

“ Philips,”

Albert grasped his brother’s s and dragged him into the next house.

“ Brother,”” he murmured in a hoarse voice, while a strange light beamed from his
eye, “ know you not that Philips and dohn A. Murrell are one ang the same person 2*

“My God| can it be peasible 2 '

“1t is more than possible — it is trne. Cursed be the arm that struck my sister
lew. But I will avenge her; * and he took a fearful oath, « Aye! I swear to fol-

low him, if need be, to the end of the earth, and wreak my vengeance on tim
Murrell, beware, a blondhound is upon your track. You have escaped the officers -
Fou cannof escape him.*
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That evening they left the city and proceeded to the mountain.  Ou reachi
Albert gave the password and gntei"edp the cave. It was crowded as hefon;?gbg;
Murrell was not there. The members gave them all the signs and passwords : and
one of them who acted as eaptain when Murrell wag absent, gave them a large, sum
In counterfeit money. After waiting several hows they lefi the eave. For threa
months they remaired in the city, hoping to hear from their sister Ellen, but she
did not appear. Albert forged a check fop ten thousand dollars on a rich merchant
and got it cashed, At length, growing tired of the city, they left it and proceeded
south. On their way they stole several horses and negroes, and sold them for a
large sum in New Orleans. The brothers were men ne longer ; they were fiendg —
devils in haman shape. Weil worthy were they of belonging to the dieaded * Bau-
ditti of the West,

,On reaching New Orleans they lost all their money at the ¢ mbling table, Albers
discovered that one of the gamblers lived in a house near.™ leves, He also dig-
sovered that he was worth several hundred thousand dollars, -1 that he kept the
éuormous amonnt in an iron box under his bed.  He resolved to vater the house that
evening, to kill the gambler, and to make off with the maoney,

That night both brothers armed themaselves, and 'set out for the gambler's houge,
It required but a few minutes for them to cut a pane from the window and erawl in.
Albert earried a dark lantern in his ocket, but he did not light it They drew off
their boots and monnted the stairs. Hach carried his Bowie knife in his hand. Soon
they reached the top of the stairs, Then, feeling their way along the wall, they
stepped lightly forward] Soon they reached a door. They aoftly opened it and
eniered.  The moon cast a dim light through the window into the room. They saw
the gambler lying on the bed, and by his side a female. Albert stepped lightly
across the room, and raising his knife, he aimed a tremendous blow at his breast.

A% that instant the gambler stirred, and the knife passed through the bed-clothes

Into the wood. The shock jarred the bed with such force that it awoke the gambler,
He saw a dark figure standing at his bedside, holding an uplifted knife in his hand.
The gambler comprehended all, Thrusting his lnanﬁ'heneath the pillow, he drew a
large Bowic knile, and made a thrust at Albert with it. Albert spraug one side, and
befux:e the other could again raise the knife, he brought his own with terrible force
on his head, With a groan the gnmbler sank back. At the same instant the female
attered a -cry for help. #Strike her ! * oried Albert, thrusting his hand over her
wouth, - Hig brother made a pass at her with Lis knife, but the %Jade missed its ob-

ect and buried itself .among the bed-clothoes, Again Cornelius raised the knife, and

is time the blade passed through her heart, Albert drow the dark lantern froag -

his pocket, and throwing up tke side he lit it

“ Let us see who the female in ** he said and he torned the lamp wpon her face.
He had “harily done so when ne . Ztere: s £ A dropped the lantern, and
Btag%ered back.

. Gracious God 1" he exclaimed in a voice of horror—  we have murdered our
sister I gnd he covered his face with his hands, ;

Oh man! man | well may yon gay, “ Crinre meets with its own reward.” God
bas punished you, No mere shalt thon he happy. Thy career of erime is alinost
over. A few daya more and thou shalt perish on the gallows, '

When‘Alhert raiged his head, he discovered that fhe lantern had set fire to the

His brother was pazing on the corpse with en expression of terror. Athert
was (1);he ﬁr,st to Je}zleovier mnri1 hi?1 asgxnishmen}:t: ” 4
ome,”* said he, laying his hand on his shon er, and speaking in a husk i
“iet us leave the housg” ¥ - P 8 1 & husky voice,

Cornelius drew a flask of brandy from his pocket, and passed the contents down
hia throst.

*Bhall we take the money with us ?** asked Albert,

- “No I almost screamed his brother; * it would burn my fingers ; 't is made of
my sister’s bluod.”

A wild light gleamed from his eye as he spole, '

“Fire ! fire |  shouted a voice from the street.

% Let us leave the place,” said Alhert; quick, or we shall be discovered.’
ﬂ]They left the liouse without being discovered, and without taking the money with

em,

Three days afterward, and, they landed at 8 h, Ga.
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CHAPTER VIL

ERY —~ TIE MURDERED BRUTHER——
USSIAN KOBLEMEN — GAMRLING-—THE DISCOV o rEs—
m:e;:v :Bi;;g—momnn DISJOVERY — THE STRANGER — THE LANDLORD -~ THE W1
“ MURDEER. WILL QUT "’— THE PRAYER — THE PRIFON, N '
i blemen. As nsual in
h e out that fhey were two Russian no _Asus
suﬁlﬁ (ises the];:ﬁ:tyc;e%-gy of the c;;y ‘feng t:xifm I;Eni:eg:l‘i ::;g:,oa}nglhixsr:v:ﬁu:; t.oa
ls, parties, eto,” OF coursd the brotaers took
3ttsendas:ﬁgs"£t]mun’bﬁnging them a large amount of money. As fast Oaf 'il;:iy' n:]a:;l; |
n?uyngy they gambled it away. They did not ceg; wh%ther the dwi(;ndown ost 5 e
) o intexication i ten they would s -
toxieation it produces. 1
%?t;n ﬁ\iic;fggt?grllézﬁll: hundred thousaud dollars, and then rise and leave the table

WitSh gnsni[::dv?r.as rumored through the eity that the brothers were w«:)rl;ht ﬁi{'py m; st,‘hxgi{'
il f roubl Invitations poured in upon them. They strove to forge X
e ned sinter, b She was ever before them. Conscience, that

i it was in van. 2 :
o e bt and remorse was gnawing at their hearts.

still, small voics, iroubled them, at s was guawing ab tiow bey ’f‘hey went.
One evening the brothers received an mwéat;g: o : o it all owdod

- Tho roams were crowded with the bea?ﬁe{n}uwem the toasts drunk to their health,

. d ¥
around the two Russian noblemen, an Y were the ot dr e 0 e P eatton
y s ghter o y cott
ﬁil:ul;e::;s Iﬁ.l;t;fgnv;ist}?e 1&222:0‘13:3 g‘("::,‘gAlbegt led her to a sofz, and seated hime
Id - . v
sel£ B?s ];)eer :lvgr fine cite,” he said, in broken_Englmh. tad
“You should vieit our watering places,’” said the youn aRy. . Sramsador
At this moment a gentleman came up and introduced the Russian ew ansace -
“ Bpeak to me in de English tongus,” sz\i(;ll . Ali_ne;;ti,,?mllmg. § no spenk my
i is micht. I be an American dis night, . )
uv&{:n g:zﬁ?ezifnn;%s;ected enot,hing. and after a short conyersation, he left him.

Suddenly the music sHuck up. .
“ Wi ked the young lady.
“ E;u yloi%c?ﬂi.egmﬁsmi)lied glbertg : and he gazed around the ror;)m.h Sl?:gld'évniltz
his eve fell on a face that had haunted bim for years. It was the n}antawtc;] iad wit-
321 the murder of the planter’s gon at Saratoga. At the same mal 1.1t . man'y
:;:smet. his, ard he made a movement of surptise. Without a word, he turne
left the room.

i i g imaelf. :
o He did not secognize me,” seld %lbe;rglfggh 11?3;, pointing to Cornelius, who woes

e300k af your brother,” said t ‘

i the room. .
st.aﬂgﬁe::gg ::1? ;;iu :ai.l inebriated,” said Albert. “ Vere you live 77

«In the city ;™ and she handed him a card.
? ” . .
:: Fﬁ:dgztb:oz{]:?z:ce,” gaid the young lady in a mournfid tone,

o is he 1 asked Albert. ) ]
:lv)gfl?l » lfpliiecf 1]\2 young lady, raising her handkerchief to her eyes. , Ho was

rd Ed." H ¥ » !- "
ml'l.‘ }f:rdered 1% repeated Albert, s.l}ght}y starting ; ¥ where 7 where ?

: — ears & . .
‘ ‘;ﬁ)t;?ta;ﬁg%; frotlgrﬁsychair, Egd darted to the window, xxhlcb he throw open.
“ » he muttered, % thy vengeance is pursuing me,
A?g:iesoxg’cmeent the door opg;led, and suveral police officers entered. They were

d by the stranger. ‘
M‘!o%laxere};a he?* asked one of the officers. Dotk
# Thete, said the stranger, pointing with hia finger {o A

oached him. :
9?3 t;ﬁ:ﬁ:gfi ;;’r:thf;w, we arrest you for the murder of Henry —— ut Sar.

: L1 .
“?‘32!':2;5 ih:’;?;laaaﬂgglso,” gaid the stranger, pointing to Cornelius, Several of ¥

officers sprang toward him. . . 1 apaingt the wall
* ] deed 1 shonted Coruelius, a3 be leaned again
- gialz&:‘:agaiga:h%zn;o?phanwm 1* ha exclaimed. *Art thou returned from tbe

grave to pursue me 2’
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“ Arrest hym [
“ Back !

me, dies,* ]
“At kim[** eried one of the o

upon him, and in spite of hig struggles, he was securved and lmund[.J
Bo resistance, but sutfored his arms to be bound behind him.
** There must be some mistake here,” gaid the gentleman of the hause,
" There is none,” said the stranger, % What his name is,
Tam certain, and that is, that he murdered Heury
“ The proof !
“ My own eyes. I saw him do it.”
Albert hung down his head.
“ Hold up your head,” snid one of the officers,
he added ;
At this moment, one of the men passed through the erowd,
“If T am not mistaken,” he said, * this ig the man that
connterfeit mone

shouted the stranger.
* erfed Albert, drawing his Bowie knife,

flicers, Several of them pre

: at Saratoga.’”

a pair of horses of him for one thoy

Another man pressed forward,

“I recognize this ‘man,” he said.
He is one of the far-famed twin brolk
ja Albert B. Eganas ; the other is his

“And L* ssid a woman, step, ing forward, “ reco,
Charles Demmon, and of my hug .

Albert éovered his face with his hands,

* Come,” said the officer, laying his hand on his shoulder,

“Where?* asked Albert, faint .
“To prison.”
L GocF have mercy on me,” he said

, and fell senseless on the floor,
In an hour the brothers were lodged safely in prison.

“1 kinew him well in
ers. He murdered Mr,
brother, and his nama ig Cornelius D.

CHAPTER VIII.

‘HE PRISON =i THE TWIN BROTHERS — REPENTANGE NEVER TOO LATE — THE BXECDRGR ™

A fow days passed, when the brothers were bronght out to the eourt house for
trial. They were tried, found guilty, and sentenced

to be executed,
When taken back to prison, T visited them.

Albert was lying on his hed, his
face covered with his hands. Qornelius, who appeared to e very iﬁ],
the floor. Az I entered, Albert BpTANg Up. )

“ What do you want here ?* he asked, as though angry at heing distorbed,

“To do God’s worls,” I replied.

*God 1 ** exclaimed Albert; * there is no God! I do not believe it ! There ig
none — none | ** P

“ Wretched man,” gaid I; « You do not believe in Him who is now punishing-
you.”

“Peaca 1" cried Albert. «T tell

ou there is none; and if there were, why did
he bring me here ¥ Why did he malZe me what T am 7% :
“To bring e—

* Bilence [ * exclaimed Albert,

“I must do my duty,” said I ; and T seated myself upan the bed, With a curse
Albert ercagl toward me, and 1aised his hand to strike, I folded my arms ang
locked him méy in the face. There was something in my eye that appalled him,
His uplifted hand fell, and he trembled violently.

“In a few hours you will be dead,” said 1. :

“ Why remind me of my condition " eried Albert, *1Js it to torment me that
¥you are here :

In a fow bours,” gaid I, « you will stand before your Maker.»”

“The firsh man who approaches
cipitated themselves

Corneliuy made

I know not ; but of this

“Ho ! he wears a wig, dees he,”
“ and » false beard, too, as I Jive.”’

i passed a large sum of
Y on me soveral years ags. “Yes, I am certain of it, T purchased

aand dollars, and got no good out of them, for
*hey were stolen,”?

the city of Coee g,
W———r. Hig name®
Eganas.”
gnize him as the murderer of
and, Nicholas I ”

was Iying upon
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v

.k . . er."
A.%:rt.e’midl&alleeés you Tepent, you will be in & place of torment forov
“ 1] ' s
* Albert extended his hand. o
%Our mtgf he’r' '(;,Albert the tears dropping fm? h'ifl eiyii;as:,he ppoke, “ Man,
Y hoets mame rered me. Speak, and 1 will listen. § maneh
myilmot};ﬂ'éseﬁi:gf;slcgggggﬁd with him. When I Jeft him Le appeare
e 18 . )
i the Toad to repentance. o
ﬁ-ﬁ'e"beg- }ﬁ E:?"L?I;"’“efor this,” he said, ;¢ I cmﬁoh’::e he had conversed with his
.:i‘}?:q;‘lm‘j:ning I again visited him'h' Du!-n:lg t_:;u‘yi :e :::'oi b b v Ho pivo rue
i d brought his mimnd & ense of Yepentance. M
brother ool A r ime, beginning w;_thet_he mur —--—-I ; and
e lg_ng ﬁgﬁl g?sofasllli:slgier;.]n \:Trllaen he gpoke of his sister Ellen, he wept. M'
ending ital, i at but
R Techd a“;ﬁ’l} ;aeiﬁtzil, «your sind “havesbeen great, b}:ite;l:rt: itfogt eaa , bt that
o Yo};f%ormiave’you. Pray to Him who hath said, repent,
g?tclia ‘}Z:mr, aﬁd I ‘will forgive thee.” . .
« I do repent,” said Adbert. rod
“m And do you not fdear Eleaﬂ'i\i:d b](:) tﬂlf ed.
s i ie,”’ re oth. - .
ﬁé’r’pﬁeﬁ’ggtﬁaﬁh o oo wll)th . 52;1:& {:;:rﬁ; gl;erlna'st. I had rtama\ime::0 wtlltxh
i to be exe: I .
e el e e Ao et e [ ey 0
Sold. i ceede ; ; !
& heriff entered, and proce el b b an gently
geaffold. Socon the shenf b fo e prisoners, I roques aily
gt it ; h. The houses aroun
Pl aE oo ¥, and they wera led forth. O und
posd S e with pooplo, who i to view the coming execubion.
ol g ded with people, who wished } Coming Exoeuio on
e by the pri ? ai hispering words'of consolation 1 Rt W
%alk@;igglt&eegnmsmiegﬁ ilg?fsér::l AFberllii mthand pas%ﬁbl:;.}t% e‘:gstz;eswgﬁ’dered&o
Tofused it : the scaffold. For an i AT 0
refused it 003&" :hztlf:(}o?lid the prison yard till it reste% ;1;8 t;;l'etso fold. e
glne c;l(?;iedms él?tlyAas he beheld it, but it was not with fear, I .
“ i I 0 . #«© -t
o e wis a:: 3‘;;&?11; to say,” said the sheriff, holding up his watch, ¢ say i
“If you have; o : e
You bave fre mﬁ?ﬁgﬁfm’? 333 Albert, stej)_ping_to the ﬁdﬁfeomlg e:(:: h;]c d, and
al"‘hltlha'gegggng his han 'as he 8 (ilkg: «] die gmﬂ;]y osfo :l.”
e (od have mergy on _ ‘ )
D o s cht?:igﬁ& t.ol{i?; 9 asked the sheriff o C‘omﬁhﬁg.ve boan 1aid to my
Homita xvo) t thgal: I die guilty of all the crimes whick ha Arorii Rak
" Nothlﬂg,'y_eat;a bave meyey on sy soul. Remember me, good p , in
charge. .. Ma

i me.”
" prayers to-night, and (FrAabeod to have raercy on

3 Bansom,™ 8l ert, beneath the llow o y l] W n An=
H » t! p] lo f m ed you l.uﬁ dﬂ-m
I 'y

W 1],1 you ease d he I k
i T y nd sho the young men ‘ (0]
“m‘g&; i 1! Publlﬁh it to the WOl ) w > er the roc.

i ave fallen.”? ‘
m“‘i '::illll,il’l;aid - ’?gaﬁ aﬁelf:ftd: and turning to the sheriff hg %ggefx :e. « Tam ready.”
A‘ :i'}?:cs‘h?alr?g? gl.::;ed the ropes around their necks, and seize
e Al?;?rti’ th-er ‘ i their struggles
1 Adiieu,” fae[i}ll,oe%oxfsa ll;fﬂmel.'lt they struggled in the air; the next, Z
w;fsle}g, ;:1) the twin brothers were dead.

God have wmercy on their souls. Rav, A. RANSOM.
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