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An, unrivatied torps of contributors are

- the fate of
-Htmaton, after . awépting ‘the’ wmmand ' which [

C]IAPTER I

’THTE ﬁrst bea:ms of the mornmg sun were
‘. ating the * Lone  Star.”’ . A man. of
thout forty: years of age, weatinj the uniform of
@ Texan : officer, was standing viotionless upon

the margin of a prairie, not far fror the Colora-

" doriver ; it was the general-in-chief of the forces

roised to repel the invasions of- the *“ Napoleon
of the. Weést,”” .and shake off a despotism: revolt-
ing to' men deeply imbued. with republican sen:
timents. - The* general. had:: received - tidings
froin Colotiel Travis, in command of Fort Alamo,
Sun Antonio:de Bexar, that he was besieged by
overwhelming numbers, .and::could not -long
“maintaiy; his position unless reinforcements wére
speedily sent to his' relief ; and he had added
that while the;:AIam&eld ot anid swecessfully [ v
resistod the- enemy; dignal’ guns should - be ﬁred

- ok Bunrise; pvery: morning.

- The colonel,shad wred:eemeui ‘his: pmmme. and

, for many gdnisecutive:diys the booming of dis-

tant cannon; had been eard: rolling - over .the
Prairies;with - %maumﬁ;lxsoun& as if hevalding
devoted gaxrisen... Greneral

. Lw.- RIS

'.I.'HE A.LAMO—-WAL’I‘ER ETHINGTON. g

| Imd been ﬁendared lnm for t]m seeﬂuﬂ

addiessing a. patriotio speech - to thé oonVer]
{which tool the' place of the provisional; fove

thenit) at-Washington, monnted his- horsbs: i

without loss of time rode towards Békar;
 Hor sevéral momings he hadi hedrd: the/siy
guns ‘which ,were: %o assure- the - fnbndaf' d
canige of Texasthat the Alamolwag- %
hands of Travie and his men. At the fuk
to which we hdve referved; he was injhe
listening with: intense- interest to cateli”th
thunder of the dmtant vordmmee. I G

peet the mgnal guns, aud hefelb aaauredw ;
| hig sefigor of  hearing, rendered -aenta:
practice, had not fiiled in this instance

' dejected conntenance : he-retiimed to

whiiré be had -left-his party; m;mnte& ]
and went forward m t}w élfeﬁnonr ﬁf
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od anxmualy for the mgnal bnt wmh no bet—
suceess, While thus engaged other sounds |
“ attracted his attention. © He heard horses. ap-
proachmg ab a gallop, and in a momentg they
came in- s:ghlt. two in number, The foremost
the cther by 2 negro of gigantio proportions:
Both were begrimmed wu:h powder, dust, and
“gmioke, and their clothes were torn and stained
ith blogd, while the perspirahmp was gtreaming
from the'flanks of their oveftazed steeds..
| The general instinctively laid his hand!upon
jis side arms a8 he hmled the approachmg horse-

ke Are you ﬁmencfs, or foes ?” -
¢ Either,” responded the man in advance, in
‘caveless tone. ¢ A friend, if you mtrude not
on my rights—a foe, if you wrong me.’
" +That is sceording to the great law of na-
- ture,” answered the general.
» sons of the forest. DBut be. more
‘Do you fight beneath the red banner.
Lone Stax,” or where the flag of the
s &€:Mexion isthrown out to the breeze "’
#oa frém- the Adamo,”” replied-the otlier.
hﬁrbm tho Alam61” exclaimod-the generasl
phicllyss § *+ T vean: Mihstemng’to ‘ear the sigh
Er
mml! ilskan: ﬁmg ereyou hear them-
firs thivid e ars slenced forever, dnd the gal
aag:ts tkmt %maamed tlie!n fire cold in

y m;]iniﬂm wame of Heaven; tell. me: all withodt
dlagi "7 eried: the. genersl; greatly: excited.
i Whaﬁ'- has been the fate of Travis, snd Crock:

et pid Bowie,-and their brave followers ¥’
Juore Tioafly, sir1” said the horseman, clenching
b viith ot aled -sctbing ‘his teeth hard: together.
i ’,Eiiey hhia been: mu:deré& in eoi& bloo&, and
adter thoy hod chpitulated.” - <
ik Towmany-esvaped the: s]mgﬁterf?“ askad
thé' general;!in'a suppressed voiee: ‘
"fa'&xliysb]ﬁwnlf servant, snd:-o weomst;- mﬁh a
ol ih oorarns, arall that micbive to tell the

-:;A. Yand of braver men ‘never. tmd the

¢ Tt is"the motta |

the horseman, and dashing, a’ tear *’rom his eye.’
+ Peage to their souls in that land where there
is no oppression, and where the white flag of
peace waves eternally.” & |

«« Amen, from the deepest Fomtalns Ofllnw

; | heart,” responéledT the stranger,

* Would to Heaven they had listened to me,’
continued Houston, sorrowfully ; * blown up the
fort and retired to Gonza.les - But far he. it l
from me to teproach them ; they seted as they |
thought for the bqst and no doubt Jeft marks of |
theiy prowess upon the euemy il
“ They fought nobly, sir.’
By what mlracle &1d you and your servant

T
;

e ": escape?” ‘ - &
“Those who seek death, seldom find it,” re-

turned the horseman.

“Areyou then weary of life?” asked the
general regarding him a.ttentlvely

T have sought an honorable death on many
a hard fought field; let that be my answen
At the-Alamo it was my fortune to save the lifs

was spared the genéral :massaore. -
but little, for when I fall T wounld fall

egret lt.
th arms

be slaughteted like an-ox by some- paltry coward

who would fear to meet.me iw fair fight.: My
‘brave dompanions were eut down around me by

gcores; utitil ot -one remained but-this faithful

Adviean who+ib with me; and: T could only look

on and’ w:tneSS the iddiscriminate slaughter, ami

call on Heaven. for vengeancs.” ‘

s* A day of reckening shall eome 1"’ emed the
general, grasping his sword hilt, while ‘his nether
lip trembléd withi indignation.. *I.will. moet
the t.yrant fane to faﬁa; and. pumsh Jhim for his
sing.”’

. ¢ The news I: bm&g rshm;}d ral!y evervy ‘man
in Texus, eapable.of bearingarms.’? - &

« Tt should ; but there:. ure unﬁlrtu“tlﬁte tli“m
gions. among us Which bring ‘s mbre misfortunes
{;han -any other ¢ause:; Butthank Fleaven; thete

ato-those who . will follow e - to-hattle, - amid: do

sty can demand.” b

:ear&.« %idf $he general, .t\ihnmg suddesdly from | -

“Have I the honor of ad&l'ésémg ‘the genﬁml

" in-chief of the Texan army """

| to proseciting an energeblc war, uch as - the |

" take. park in it.>*

of & young Mexican lad, and for t]iat servieo |

ity hands, with my face to. the foe, - and ot -

-ing hig brows.

all that ‘théir cmmtryi andu thq ?a:tmest patnoh-
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“My name is HouF;;ton g2
there are those ‘who affiim that you are opposed

fesent ofisis requires,” | o

" 4Lt those who assert: that T am opposed to
decisive measnres, shoulder their guns: and fol-
low me; and he who'is the ‘first to' turn back,

let, posterity brand him a cowmd and a traitor

to his eountry.”

T beli dre nof all the thles I huve heard ‘
That you jare a brave man, has been proved: tof
* the world. T shall keep myseif advised of your |

movements as much as possible, and when there
is fighting to be done, I s]:la].l be near you to

*Your bold bearing, your free speeoh ycmr

soiled and blood-stained garments all assure me |

tiat you éan fight. . May I agk the name of one
who' braves death o fearlessly 2’

“ My name can be of little " consequence to .

you, but it Were uncourteous not to give a fitting
mswer. Fam called Kthington ; but I cere
not to beknown, or would be. known enly by
my deeds.”’

“Brave men should not give place to mis- |1

anthropy, because, forsooth, the lady of their
love hos proved fickle or unkind. Away with
uelanchely, sir, for fortune seldom forsakes one
not to return again.” :

“The advice is frankly given and well meant
bt T regret to say. that upon one like me, it is
thrown away. . T hipe, in return, that you will
never live to-tariiish the fame which you have
won; and that you may finish the bright career
before you with henor unsullied by a single act
of cowardice or indiscretion.”’

“The word cowardice is offensive, sir. 'What-
ever changes time may produce, it will fail to
make me a coward,” said the general, contract-
¢ You shall have war; and war
t the knife. T say it—Sam Houston says it~
4nd no man ean say 'these lips ever uttered a
falsehood. > #

" Texas looks to 'you for aid in t.Ifxis trying

—

* Language like this has been attributed to the hero'|

of San Jacinto,

! .
“ferisia; Hesven grant Isha'b she.. loolx nof in vaing
“ A .name already well known to fame but.

Adl&il general, aud when next 'we. mest,
it be whero the?bmmel:of the “Loné - Btar"
waves trivmphently on the field of battle. ]
' Et]nngton touehed hls cap and' moved® on, ¢
folldwed hy the negro.: Houston gamd 4
him for' a “moment, and then tutning slo
ed: back to his pa%, with the sorrowful in:
:{Illllkgence that the Adamo had failen, aml hie
devoted garrison was no more. o

e
[sm mramvme ]

5 Fehx " gaid Ethmgton, to hls colomd ser-
vant.
< Did you gpoke to dls cullud gembleman,.

‘| massa?”’ gaid the latter, roihng up the whltea‘;

of his eyes.:, ‘ ‘

“ Do you knOWxWhe:l‘& we dre asked Ethang-
ton, - . S
t In equrse I%ﬁh

“ Well, where are we ?"

¢ In Texas, actordin’ to de rules ob Jograghy
as-dey manifest thelrselvea to de invisable senses

ightened nigger,”

on thmk-headed fellem T meg

2 1ocahty are we:'h. . o
“ Now you begin to *press yourse}i"to de s
derstandin’ ob dis here' indervidooal ; but
can’t tell you noffin abont it ; "kas why I never
studied dar fine arts. Why didn’t you .ax 4
big capen’ wid de eleplzants on his ahnulders

** Epaulettes, you mean,’

“ What's de odds ; dey all magnify dar same,
ting, 'eordin’ to de' enlightened views ob dis
"telligent darkey.” L

¢ We must be near the Colorado river,”
ed Ethington, .musingly.

“ Now look a here, massa. I'm got enuff ob /§
dis fightin’ bisness ; and I motion dat we leqva ;
Mexus. and Texico by dar fust boat.. Why
don’t you disremember dat dlﬂémpmﬁlonuta
white gal, and go an be as you used. to was '’

* Be careful how youn speak of Andrea St.
Aubert, Felix. Her name, in my: pi‘«selioegi*
must be spoken with respeot.” :

¢ She’l} be dar death ob dls mgger, sa:d.

Feliz, with & sigh. ¢ If it hadn’t been for her,
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i:wouldn’t been here in all dese -serapes,

(htin’ like wild cats, and I at your heels Jike-

E 1y to:Be killed any minnit.”
1 did mot ask youto follow me; I gave you
ygux choice to'go or stay.” . ..
¢ Datfore you am to blame, for you knew is
koy: fellqr wouldn't leave you. . Whar you
dar dis nigger goes, "8 dar’s no Tubbin’ it
oyt no how you', can fix it. Yah, yah? heah,
“heth 1
k- - «“You are afa.lthful fe!low, Fehx, and it goes
aga.mst my better fee}mga to lead you into dan-
. ‘Should you fall, T should, in some meds-
ure, foel that I was the cause of your death:
de m(n'e I give you free permu;smn ‘to leave
¢ and seek a place of safety. = As for myself
“gock oxcitement, danger, battle and death.
#You ean’t bo killed no how ;- yon might as
ell give it up fust as last. 1
ed st the takin’ of Bexa.r,*or Golmd and at

by wasn’t you

other great fights'dat you've been in? As for
leavin’ you, I have ’spressed: myself fully on
dat "portant subjeck, and de natur’ ob my sen-
timents remains dar:game through all changes
ob dar climate and wicisitudes ob dar weather.”

The parties rode ori in silence for some dis-
tance. The sound of water was at length heard
and they soon reached the Colorado, whose banks
were fringed with broad woodlands, broken into

bold bluffs, or covered with grass, bordering

upon prairies and affording pasturage, where the
wild mustang, the deer and the buffale were
often seen.

The horses were turned loase and Ethmgton
and his servant took peaceable possession of a

small cabin near the river, which had-evidently.

been ocoupied by some person’ gfiite recently.
Felix kindled o fire, and Ethington took' his

rifle and went in quest of geme, for neither hail -

tasted food einee the previous day.

-er'in due time.
purpose o gay that e had béen deeply enamor-

'CHAPTER II

RIDGLEY-—0LD EENTUCE~—THE

T will be understood by the porusal of the
A foregoing chapter, that our hero had met
W1t]1 some scvere disappointment in matters per-
taining to the heart, which had driven him from
his home and friends, and made him a reckless
wanderer in the wilds of Texas.

The particular circumstaneces which had led to
these rosults shall be made known to the read-
It i enough for the present

ed with e young lady, by the name of Andrea
8t. Aubert, and for a brief period had firmly

. believed that his passion was reciprocated.

Miss 8t.- Aubert was -endowed with rare
beauty of persom, and those excellent gifts of
the mind which are caloulated to charm and
dazzle those within the sphere of its influence.
Walter Ethingtoh wis at length, as he beliaved,
undeceived in relation to the object of his idal-
atry (for his love fell little short of adoratmn)
He obtained suchi proofs of her inconstancy that
he folt all was at an end between them. - Ad-
dressing her a hasty xote, full of reproaches for
ker pe,rﬁdy, he left Lomsxana, hls na.twe State,

!

S8COUTING PARTY—A EKIRMISH.

determined never to return, but to unite hig
fortunes to the Texan patriots who were 'stm
gling for their liberties, and die lxke a bm
man fighting to the last.

The eup of his short-lived: happmess was ds
ed to the earth, and he desired to live no lon
er. His negro servant refused to .desert. it
and had shared all the dangers of his reckl
career since entering Texas. He had bed
many engagements, fought' Loldly, and expos
himself rashly to the enemy ; but strange to:
late, had, miraculously as it would almost see
escaped death; and to crown all had pa
through the terrible -tragedy of the Alama,
scathed, while over one lmndred and elghty my
had fallen. L

Walter Ethington was about twenty-fo
years of age, and had been pronounced * Tari
some ”” by the ladies, who are cnmpetaent Jml ‘
in such matters, as every man'of gallavitry-
allow. In figure he was rather 'above: the
dium size, straight as an arrow, firit and ihd
pendent in his bearing. - He wasbrave in :
tle, and his voico was the first to. cliowt' .oh *
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19, thickest of the. fight. Without farther de-
ption of our hero, we will proceed with our

;.ﬁavmg ex.ammed"’ﬂgs rifle to see if it ‘were in
proper order, he followed the general course of
iver through a dense forest of live osk and
ut, occasionally interspersed with the ash
camore, pausing at.intervals to watch the
ers hurrying on' to be discharged . into the
bulf of Mexico. Emerging from the wood after
plf an hour’s walk, he stood on, the border of a
, rolling prairie, green with. grass and
bbery. At that moment he saw a deer
ietly browsing at the distance of about three
bndred yards. Ethington was a good marlks-
and though consciouns that it was a long
pot, resolved to fire without incurring the risk
lovamg the opportunity by attempting to geb
piarer.
p He dxscharged his piece without loss of time,
bd had the satisfaction of secing the deer run
B hort distance and {fall. * Having reloaded his
fle, he was proceedmg to take possession of
: G, when' the sound of paddles; dipping

gkly and. mgularly into the - water, mached'

eats. .
The bank of the river _was but & few -Paces
him, . but when he ‘reached if, a swall boat
ditouched the. shore, and ‘a tall man hafl leap-
Jeaving. & lad seated upon the middle
; The person tho had landﬁd was pro-
ly‘».p‘a'sﬁ thirty yeurs of: age, not very floshy,
uggular, enough to: indicate much. physical
ngth,... His foatyres, though | tanned- by, ex-
wre, were regular, strongly marked and bold
#heiv expression.  His apparel was of coarse,
; e—made Aahrie; cploulated more for. serviee
ghow: Higcap was of skin, and though
bt an ornamental one, served .all the purposes
nthe ;wearer. - Ty his. hand he held- that indis-
gsgble attendant. of the ba.ckwoodﬁman—-—-a
, The one who still geoupied the boat, ap-
ed 9 bg,a mere lad, of perhaps thirteen or
toan: yoars, and Walter.did pot trouble him- | -
b bestow much notice npon, him. . The man
detl. t.he( bank, and approaehed Ethmgton
Agin we %gqeim but E rogret fo see you

have not profited by my advice,” he said, with
some coldness of manner.

I have not, neither did I intend to,” re.
plied Walter. < Why you take the liberty to
interest yourself in' my affhirs, I know not ; but
I will assure you, as I did at our first meeting,
that 1 thank you not for your interference. By
some means, Heaven knows how, you have ob-
tained some knowledge of miy past life, and have
presumed to make use of it under the mask. of
friendship, disiuterested, and all those, fine

things ; but you are mistaken in your man. I

know my own mind, and am pleasedto follow
my own inclinations.”

“ Headstrong boy, how long will it be ere
you listen to the Voice of reason? Whatever
friendship I might have professed to feel for you,
on fhe oceasion of our first meeting, was real
and not affected, and is in nowise diminished
to-day. What if you do not understand the

motives which have impelled me ¢o interest my--

gelf in your welfare. Judge ms as you find me,
according to my actions, and not according to

[ your own prejudiecs. - Gto back to Andvres St.

Aube;tt, whom you have basely forsaken, and
upon your knees beg to be forgiven, ‘and rein-
stated in her favor.” o

¢ Never, sir! -I have had sufficient proof's

Lof her mconstancy, and to speak farther upon
| this subject will be to offer me a persomal af

front.”

“ Were Andrea St. Aubert. to declare with
her own faix, lips that: she: hail sacredly Kept her
faith to you, “would you believe her, or would
you not 2" added the strzmger, somewhat
sternly: .

- “How could I believe her, sir, when I have .

the evidence of my. own eyes. Leave me; I
tell you I will hear no more. Go. and give

your advice to yonder beardless boy; he will -
perhaps listen to you. When I mneed. your

eounsel, I will seek you out and ask it boldly ;
until then; do not forget that we are strangers.”
Walter spoke with much energy and bitfer
ness, and when he had . censed turned his back
towards the unknown and was walking away.

“ One word more . before we: part. You are;.

in danger,”” added the man, earnestly.

. WALTER BTHINGTON, THE TEXAN BRAYVO.—SEE CHAPTER I.

L]

}*AGE 8.
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| 8o are all men ; bnt I lw,ve coased bo fear
. dmger :
© put it 18 near—even at the door, to usge i
geriptural phrage.””
. 8o iuch the better ; let it come. Any-
thing is hetter than menotony and inactivity.”
* There are those who seek your life.”
4 Lot them take it ; for it has lost its value.”
You will not be warned ¥’ ;
4T theink you not for this officiousness. Per-
b haps your offers are well meant; I know not
and care Iess. I am notina reasonable mood,
and lave no desire to be otherwize. I have be-
eome indifferent to all the common affaivs of
life. Deceived where T trusted the most, I no
longer lay myself liable to deception by trusting
again.  Unloved where I loved the most ten-
! derly,"‘I no longer bestow my love upon those
who are no better, and but dust and ashes, like
her and myself. If I appear rude and ungrate-
ful, you know why I am so, and thus have the
reeson of my ingratitode and rudeness. To
| wam me’ of danger is time lost, for it is - what
you term © danger ? that I seek ; and if you will
inform me in what direction to find it, there will
I hasten to meet it, and feel o pleasure in domg
0. ” )
# The rash boldness that has signalized  you
iii the hour of battle, has attracted the attentlon

of the enemies of Texas, and a certain number i

of them under the command of one Garcia, a
lesperate follow, have devoted themsclves to the
task of destroying the “ Texan Brave,” es you
e siyled among them,” said the unknown,
without Lieeding the remarks. of Ethington.
“That suits me well,” replied Walter, with
semile. It will afford me excitement, ands
give e an opportunity to merit the name they
bave hestowed upon me. Leét them come—the
“Texan Bravo’ is ready ; my life shall cost
them n dozen " of their . best men. Sorrow to
him who eomes within the range of this rifle, for
those ¢ mghts never cover. their ‘objeet i vain.
And' see; it they venture to close quarters, here
e my pxstols and bowie knife, ready to receive
them ; while iny arms have ' the physieal power
ﬁree such cowar&ly fellows.” '

| ¢ To say more is useless.

16 .

** This is sheer madness,” said the stran'gér

I abandon you ¢ to

your fate,” .
“ Allow me to ask the name of such a dlsm-

terested friend,” added Ethmgton, somewhat

sareastically.

“ My name is R}dgiey, * replied theé other,
then walked thoughtfully towards the boatg:
pushed it from the shore, stepped in, took
seat in the stern, and paddled down the stream
with the lad.

Walter looked after them a moment, and then §
went to take possession of his game. Cutting ¥
the choicest portions from the deer, he placed
them upon his shoulders, and retraced his steps -
to the cabin. TFeliz now performed his part,
and very soon they were dining upon roasted - |
venison, which emitted a most savory odor, es
peeially for the olfactories of a hungry man.

Whon Ethington had satisfied the demands of
hunger, he laid down by the blazing fire and -
slept. He was not long permitted to enjoy this

laxury umnterrupted He was aroused from '

his dreams by Felix, who affirmed that he had :
seen a man in the vicinity of the eabin, who ap-
peared to reconnoitre the premises without being
seen. This suspieious individual, he furthef--
more asserted, was a Mexican, and was llu'kmg :
about for no good.

Ethmgton endeavored to assuage the fears of
his servant, tellmg him that his imagination, ex-
cited by the horrors he had reeently witnessed,
had transformed some wild animal into a Mexi-
can scout. But in this benevolent effort he en-
tively failed. Felix could by .no means be in-.
duced to believe for a moment tk%p he had made -
such a mistake.

Our héro now recalled the warning words of:
Ridgley, and resolved to wateh for ﬂh& appea,r-f '
ance of the object of his servant’s alaroy. © Hav-
ing prevailed on the Tatter to lic down and take
the rest he so much needed;, Walter took his
rifle, and from the erevieos on either side’ of the ’
cabin, commenced his vigils. . :

For a long time be kepthis eyes fixed upon”
the surrounding woods without making any i
coveries. This mom)tonous 'eniployment lpan‘ i

@
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S84 effoot upon him ; the Lids fell slowly over
drowsy orbs, and he lost all consciousness of
| passing events. - He was awakened from this:
| happy state of ‘somnolency, by the sound of
eavy footsteps. e looked wp and beheld a
an in buokskin breeches, short hunting frock,
oohsons, and a geal-skin eap, stooping forward
pter. the eabin. T
Where gre you froin, and what is your- pur-
_pose ¥? ezplaimed Ethington, cocking his rifle.
- T was raised in Old Kentuck, stranger,
| Y Holf hoss.and half alligator. 1 belong to
- ope o’ tlie smartest' nations on the face of the
- airth. | - Qive uy a-chaw of tobacto,”” said the in-
- trader, in anveff hand way. ‘
.,“‘-‘ g &dn’figbeﬂthe wedd, 'but I believe my
lnck fellow 'dees,”’ said Walter, ’
~0.Get-up, Snowhall,” added the Kentuekian,
& siving Felixa:push with his foot. Get up,
andgliell out spmie Cavendish, and set the meat
siin’s  Iinias bungry as a shark.”
‘ d you :"dress yourself to dis eollud pus-
sond? #mid Felix, rubbing his eyes in astonish-
¥,# Stiy. yourself, ' darkey, or 'l give you a
-of Old Kentuek.”

in these diggins?”

. Then he added, turn-
ing to Ethington: ¢ Stranger, have you been

«How many does your company number ¥’

« Only twenty-five now ; the rest on "em are -
in the chapparels and on the prairies, whers they
fell fighting like true sons of Kentucky.”

“ You and your ‘ Rangers’ were at the tak-
ing of San Antonio- de Bexar?”

“ Right, strangor; and there was warm work’

'| there, I tell you ; for the place was defended by

eleven hundred men. . We were at - the battle
preceding it, ab Conception Mission, and did
good service. Was you at the taking of the
Alamo, stranger "’ : :
«T was, and was there also when it was lost,
and witnessed the butchery of my brave con-
rades in arms.” ’ , B
¢ You don’t mean to say that the Alamo has
been re-taken by the Mexicans ?”)

«Ti’s top true, my brave friend, and thoss
who fought side by side with your ‘Ranges’
will hear the thunders of battle noimave.” .
The bold ranger was speechlods With surprise
and grief, and uttered not a ward until Ething-
ton had given the particulars of» the sad affair.
He then swore by the State of Kentucky, and
the * 'tarnalést great Repuhlic in the world,”
to avenge the death: of those who. had been
treacherously staughtered at Fort Alamo.
¢ (to yer deth, massa: Kentuck !”* exclaimed

la
¥Qeveral months,” was the reply.
© ¢ Besn in any fights?’
CMAfew
V%“:-Gain you stand fire 1’
A litgle,”

£ Cat off. a sparrow’s head at three hundred

yardswith s xifie?”
.7 Newey -wiq%‘e’?

T have, andl can do it.
“and 4 dog wnder the wagon. Did . you eve
E hear of the:Jexan Rangers?’
k. ! Ll

-5 Ofven, sir.” ) '

{4 They, are. porfect hosses, stranger, and I'm

" the alligator-as - commands ’em. Do. you see

nis: Hojlow: piece of . steel T It carries ten balls

to the pound, and is sattain death.,”™® . .

T'm a whole feam

-i‘!.',l‘l:lB‘dA i:hr;i: Ca_ptain Ewin Camerbn, of the

) Feiix, who, while cooking the vonison, d_id anob
forget to ftst@n to the conversation. ‘
< Where is your company ¥ asked Walter.
|« A fow miles below, restin’ a little after
hard service.”. . Qur horo mow. informed him.
about what Felix had seen, and the’ ranger ad-
visod him to ‘havé their horses brouight in, it
\ gaard against their being stolen by any scouting
+ parties of the enemy that might he lurking about
r | that vieinity. . This advice was too reasonable
to bo slighted.. The animals were soon cpught
by Felix,jand with the assistance of the Ken-
the cabin, . = . & .
‘When Ethington awoke in the, morning, after
a refreshing sleep, which he had: very miugl,

gold -chain of, elaborate: workmanship . wound

jtion, had'z

rifle that carried fen balls to

Tightly sbout his.-wrist; with 5, small pieceffof
paper attaghed to it. - '

tuckian, seeured in a proper. manger in.front of . [§ proached the spot,whore they had passed the

neoded, he was greatly astonished at. finding 3,
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. o recognized the ornament at a glance, for
he bad in happier days given it to Andrea St.
“Aubert.  But how came it in ita present situs-
tigh? By what magic had it been returned to
him? Perhaps the paper would tell. Mo has-
“tened to examine it, and found only the follew-
ing words traced in the fair hand of Andrea:

“This chain onee possessed inestimable value
for one ; but has now lost its worth, and I res
fore it to the original owner.” '

This was il the paper contained, and’ there
was no signature, but the chivography eould not
be mistaken. As Fthington gazed atthe éhain,
the past was recalled with such vividness, that
he found it execedingly difficult to govern his
emotions. He heard once mors, in imagination,

| the soft voice of Andrea, beheld her face:in its! °
tazzlinig beanity, and her figure in its exquisite

gince. - He shed tears as he thought of her love-
liness both of person and mind, and grew indig-
nait ag he rémembered her inconstancy.
- 0, Andrea!” he exclaimed, ‘¢ fair, but.
filse, may: Heaven forgive you for the anguish
you have caused me.” ‘ v
Ethington’s ‘thoughts naturally led him to
ensider by what singnlar means the chain and
note Had beeh retirhed ; but upon that interest-
Ing point he was oblized to content himself with
mer¢ conjecture.  He finally settled down into
the opinion ‘which appeared the most reasonable,
that Andrea had employed soine person to re-
tore'the ornamént, aud that person had faith-
filly performed the commission. Walter would
lave pondered upon this sibject all day, most
Probably, had not- ‘Captain Wilson, the ranger,.
WE}O had left the' cabini at sunrigs’, now returned
vith the inférimation that a scouting party of
the énemy, nitmbeting some ten or fifteen per-
sons, werein, the neighborhodd. ' He had ap-

?igh't, ‘gq@‘é_isegféi\éd‘ them ‘engaged in prepar-
ing aridl ating thefr morning meéal. © =

_“If I'd had but half a dozen of the Range;*s g

with me,” said Wilson, looking. wistfully at his

:put it in execution.”’

o

7

" “Have the enemy ever ventured so far ns ¥
here before . asked Ethington. o
“ Seldom or never; but they’re gettin® un- |
cominonly bold now. 'The affair of ‘the  Aldine
gives the “tarnal crittors the idea  thiat they've §
conijuered all- the country ; but ‘they’ll” find §
themselves mistaken when they pit a fair speci- i
men of Kentucky sharp-shootin’,© What do j"‘dli‘:
say to having o brush with the rascals ¥ - . f
“ Nothing could be more agredable,” repliéd ~
Walter, “ for I have reason to éup'poséwthat I i
am the object of their pursuit. I have been 1
told that some of our enemies have taken pam- !
ticular ‘oﬁe‘nce at my mode of ﬁghf;ing; and have i
sworn to accomplish my death.”” 1
*Theu you are the hoss thay eall the Toxan
Bravo?’ rojoined the ranger, qui,ck]y.- R
I believe T have been thug eﬂled,” answor- .
ed Walter; “ but it is 4 title T never ebvé:tnéﬂ
for I bave not, and do not’ seek notoxn-ietjr.':mI’ |
Wis].a to remain wunknown, and such hﬁgzbe:en my i
3:51re,?ince T passed the boundary of my ‘na‘tivé -
oy T pative g
“Thave heard about your ﬁghtiﬁ’,.’; geid
Wilson, ‘“ and they say: thero is a great deal of 1
the wild hoss in you, with 2 small sihrinklih" of
the Kentucky alligator and snappin’ turtle,”
“Yah, yah! heah, heah! What ‘~a:'qu't-ar’i‘a'§‘ls ‘
speciment ob human natur1” exelaimed Felix
displaying two rows of -ivory. o - "
“In what way do you propose to fight this
::outmg party, Captain Wilkon 7 asked] Wgl- |
r. : S
T will tell you the plan T have,'thou‘ghﬁ of 5
you and 1 will mount the two hossqé,: and nd;
near enough to attract their attentibn,wa;né:f;‘.héﬁ
ﬂ-y from them as though we were,ridiug? fér.ﬂéé,r
life. Thinking we are frighteue,d,, théy nwiﬂ
mount and-pursue vs pellmell. We wxllma.ka )
a break directly for the cabin, take oxjr“hosaes- |
inside, shut and bar the door, and then, éim&pt’
them down through the crevices ns fast asthqy
show their heads.”’ R
** The scheme pleases me

hY

3 let us ,ha;sten,;..".o

.!i,ﬁf”, I‘}‘f@ﬁ* of 'em would have escaped to eat
Rnother bmakfmlu : ’ . . ! P A )

§

L I

<+

# Glo it, massa debbil I”? mu;ﬁ;eréti F,elivx,'.-ni'idﬁ

greatly elated at the prospect of & hard fight. '




.18

¥ < Bu first, let us seo if we can get the horses
‘inside this door,”” added Walter. T
.. Upon trial, the. door was found large enough
‘0, admib the horses without diffioulty. The two
L then mounted, and' rifle in hand rode off, the
| . ranger leading the way. A ride of ton minutes
| brought them within a few hundred yards of
-ﬂ]ﬁ; ‘ssqﬁigiqg perty. Taming a little towards
‘the prairie on the right, they came suddenly in
’g';gl}tlof the enemy, whp sct up a great ghout,
‘and ‘sprang instantly upon their mustangs, which
Eﬁaf"‘amn&jng saddled and bridled mesr them.
Fihington and Wilson now turned and fled, as
; "ib"eéh agrged upon, ‘and thereﬁpon ensued a
ﬁééniifermg and seattering of the wildest and
most exeiting kigrid. They put their mustangs
. “th"their best speed, and & dozen escopetas were
discharged in as many seconds; but the balls
“foll “short, or whistled harmlessly by the pur-
‘ued, : | '
“'Hun'a;h for o1 Kentuck ! cried the ran-
or, and slackening his speed, brought his rifle
ace and fired. A stont fellow tuwmbled
from his seat, and the riderléss mustang, not
rhat else to do, kept on with the rest,
ng relieved of his burden, made the best
of 'any. Ethington, not wishing to be
: bjr the *alligator from Kentucky,”
*followsd his example with equal success.
' Thekié feats ‘greatly enraged their pursvers.
They yellod with redoubled energy, and urged
“on their mustangs with new zeal ;. but the large,
- E‘ﬁﬂé_ Animals ridden by Walter and the captain,
easily kept"'out of range of the escopetas.” In
g fﬁ_fd‘éi'i toprolong the sport (for such thoy con-
“gidered it), they had diverged considerably from
fiﬁ'iim& course towards the cabin, and they now
* v, with some alarm, that several of their ene-
! {mies'.wem'i:'r‘iaking directly for the place of their
' *Siléti‘gi;t, “apparently for the purpose of cutting

“them 6ff; which event would leave them only|

43 alternative of trusting to the fleetness of
-theéif horses, and throw Felix into their power.
Both of our friends perceived the importance
0 bf Phitstiating this design, lest the negro.should
pey the penalty of their rashness with his life ;
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tegretted, and a_poor reward for the fidelity
which liad induced him to follow his unhappy
master into the swamps, chapparels'and prairies
of Texas, to urge war mpon a people destitute
of honor and humanity. I
I Let us charge through the foremost of thy .
cowardly, cwrs!” cried Ethington. Turning
the heads of their powerful horses in another
direction, slinging their rifles upon their backs,
and grasping their pistols, they hore down upes
the Mexicans ab an increased speed.  This sud:
den manceuvre took them by surprise, us they
had not supposed it possible that two men eoull
have the audaeity to eharge a dozen. ‘

. Before they bad time to reflect much upsm
the subject, Ethington and the ranger were in
their midst, overturning several of their smal

their pistols at the nearest, they dashed on with
out & wound or a.seratch, and in three minutes
from that time were séfgly in the cabin, much
to the satisfaction of Felix, who had heard the
sereaming and  yelling of the enemy, and ex
pected every moment to see them thundering wp
to the door. 'The horses were led in, the dor
barricaded in a proper manner, and other pf\‘r
parations for élefgncé ma&e. These necessry
preliminaries were scargely accomplished, when
the ‘enemy eame in sight, upon the most open
side of the little fort~—that which bordered upi
a small prairie or tract of pasture land. “They
halted about two hundred yards from the cabin,
and appeared to be holding a council of war.

< Qe the *tarnal eritters | exclaimed i
son, angrily ; *huddled togethor like a flock o'
sheep. If they were Kentuckians or Texans,
we shouldn’t stand no chanee at all of our lives;
for they’d pull this'log hut down about our ears
in a twinklin’. Let’s -give ’em a touch of
American ghooting,” .. -
“@o it, massa Kentuck I’ cried Felix, ge
ting somewhat excited. with the idea of Inock

ing » Mexican out of his saddle, without giving ‘,

him time enéugh to say an ave, or & pafer 70s
ter. 'Their rifles werp thrust’ carefylly through
the crévices which weré to gerve as port holes

et eaiainit- f'_‘f"hic_hlmhmgtm would have greatly

shouting and gesticulating,
. O
- i

:\.- £ :,‘_:: .‘ w .

mustangs by the violence of the charge. Firing g

3 : |
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-f‘They are calling upon us to surrender,”
sid the ranger, with a laugh. “ And hear
them 1’{ t;xe,y are promising us good usage.” . .|their horses,
. g[.:v:] ;. Tgﬁﬁ;fge; a;‘xrlliender P’ said Wal-[ < wish we could pick off the leader,” said
, s eliz. Wilson.  ““The rest of t
d‘. Wei g;;t ;nuﬂ‘ ob dgt 1" replied Felix, with | ahout their businezss.’:) e vould then go
;i:lsgml ﬁsglz:t.(’a, of tﬂhe head. < Dis nigger's - That will be difficult ; for the one who ap-
g o ght” e . . [pearstobe the leder, keeps himself covered b
oo hou_gk your sights "’ - cried the ran- | his men,” replied Walter d
ar. i i ” i , - 7
ENO Sooze Pm‘dhli man and pull trigger, Again the deadly rifles were lovelled and
o o elit said than gxecuted; the rifles | sent forth their leaden messengers with uner-
sk &lemu aneouslj_r ; two of .them fell from |ring certainty, Astonished heyond deseripti
b;]ilr s:af es, and a third gave evidence of being by this.specimen of Texan marksmanghy i t;)ln
fmf hlis Egjs;nozta.ll.ydwofumliled.f “He was lifted | scouting party wheeled their horses to thep’righ:
. » earried farther from the cabin, | about face, and ' =
and ladﬂ upon the grass. The enemy now re-|fire-arms. , aﬂ ‘Tem Foon beyond the reach qf .
:;2::; eaa,];)on:t ;.dhirtldlr:ed yard's, brafldishing Walter, with that reckloss cc;umrre whioﬁ: had i
pir upol:l Ou,r }?ro];g ering all kmgs of impreca- | charatterized all his movements sinZe he hiid led ' H
: . _ jthat singular life, proposed that | '
tllf[‘lle:'utmt:::lge ?mw sgemgd to revive a little ; { mount their horse’s E.nc¥ . pursueathzh?;atrih?'ﬂd
d i;yh f,- gezlpethf?nously towards the Texans, and  party ; but this rash movement wag oppoée:i ];;
elr escopatez against the logs, | Wilson and Felix iew
; | . , partienlarly b
shouting bravely, and scampered back to their who felt anxious forP his own gafegr i]::e v::li?e:;‘

lssh position out of rifle range, ag" i
range, as'they flattered | his master’ i ; )
lemselves.  The balls showered harmlessly * doned. R comseayendly theldon was ab@,ﬂ'-_

upon the cabin, doing yo other injury than mak-
fy menily, and frighteﬁing

ing the splinters

The Mexicans were busily ‘engaged mtaikmg -
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bearing s white flag ; arid not daring to vend
. tufe very near, by screaming and hallooing,
ignified that they wished to carry off their dead
., and mmnded This they were permitted to do
. withott-interruption ;. but the business appeared
to pmceed very slowly, and they returned sev-
- eral times, when it might reasonably have been
Bupposed they could have aceomplished the task
 in loss. than half the timed:
7 ‘Supposing that the fighting was onded, Felix
bogan to unbar the door, under the impressivn
what farther precantion was unnecessary. Ie
scarcely removed the fastenings, when there-
* was = sudden rush from the woods upon. the
rear of the cabin, and: renewed shouting and
While the others had been attracting
jtJ:m attentmn of Hthington and his comrades;
© . these had been advancing cuutiously on foot in
another direction ; and now threw themselves
ageinst the door wmh a violence that burst it
open instantly. The two foromoest fell dead
upoh the, threshold hefore the rifies of Walter

EN a short timo several of the eneniy appear,ed

A RUSE DE GUHRRE~~THE CONFLICT RENEWED.

Felix. . .

The ruse ]mvmg proved thus successfu]
thoge who had been ostenisibly engaged in earty

the assustance of their companions, and a mos
desperaté and bloody eonflict immediately ens
sued. The numbers of the enemy had not Been
correctly estimated ; for, notwithstanding thos;
that they had lost, and those rendered incapabls
of fighting by their wounds, there were stil
eleven to contend with our gallant  fellows.

¢ Btrike home I’ cried Bthington, '

* Hurra for old Kentuck 1 exclaimed Wit
gon. **{ive it to the ’tarnal eritters !”

exerting his gigantic strength in a manner whict
defied all opposition, and forced the enemy
give ground inch by inch, ledving several d
their numbers Aors du combat, and some whr

room enough in the eabin for them to use thel
clubbed rifles with sufficient effect, they wer

.anfd the ranger, and the head of ‘a third was

thrown aside, and that fatal wea.pon dmwn,

dashed in pieces by a tfemendoua blow framl

ing away the wounded, now came mnnmg 0

“Go yer deth, massa debbil!” yelled Felix.

would never fight th B8
v fight again.. As there was nd it with, 3,11 its . muscular force
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well known m the south and sputhwest-the
bow1e—Lnxfe—and the work of slaughter com-
menced in earnost.

It was fortanate for our hemes that all the
enemy could not-enter and fall upon them at
once ; otherwise the conflict might soon have
been brought to a close.

The horses, frightened at the struggle going
on about them, became restive, 'reared and
plunged, and finally broke through the Mexicans,
who were forcing themselves in at the door, and
goined the open air, leaving - More room within’
for the fight to go on.

This sndden movement of the terrified beasts

gomewhat dlsconcerted the enemy, but soon |

proved for their advantun'e ;ina moment after
Fthington and his friends were completely hem~

_med in, and there scemed but Little prospect of
Hach did |,
‘ett, and Bowie!”” he crle(l dealing ' blow

their coming out of the melee alive.
his best, and with the much dreaded bowie-knife,
dealt those deadly thrusts which tell so fearfully
upon the body of an adversary, and which baffle
s0 efféctunlly the skill of the Surgeon. -

But the strongest arm is nod iron, and must:
foel.at length that weariness consequent wmpon
fong exertion ; and it g&ew evident that a con-
flict 5o ynequal could not last ‘much "longer.
The Mexicans bgcgme more cautious ag their
nimbers decreased, and though they fought des-
perately, observed more prudence i theu' as-
swultg, - Felix and an athletic fellow, haﬂ grap-
pled vnth ench ‘other in an embrace whlch wag
to yield only. to the embraces of death, on one

' side or the other, and were now upon the groumi
 straggling with all. the fury of mortal hate

They rolled over and, over, writhed, twisted,

- and mutually strained every merve, vhile two or

three of the enemy. stood w1th uplifted swords
to put an end to the eouﬂlct when an opportu-
nity should offer ; buj the evolutmus of the com-
batants Wem O mpld that they could not stnke
without enda.ngenng thefr comrauie ‘

A,t kmgth the strong ! haml of Fehx found 1tﬁ
way to hig adyersiry’s thmat and clused upon
'J.‘he @ ect. was
mstantangous ; the aoma of the Mexlcaﬂ relax-

* ‘od their hold,. his. fa.ee grew purple, ‘hxs hmbs
. 5 ‘ .

straightened out, and the next. moment tha ;
knife of the African-was ‘sheathed in bis ﬁeﬁl"t A
" The conquem cast the hody from “him,’ a.i‘osé‘?
with a trinmphant shout, and engaged mth o
more with unabated feroclty and’ energy, ifor i
his frame seemed proof &omnst thab exhaﬁstion
which his ma,ster and the Kentuekmn bega:i 103
feel. i
At that eritical juncturé, when the fute of the
day hung doubtfyl, a new shout was su&denly‘ g
heard to mmgle with the eonfused sounds of tha’ ;
fights—a voico clear as the tones of a’ sﬂvei'”‘ 4
trumpet, and ﬁercer t.han the neigh of a Wal‘-
horse.- S
Ethmgton glanced toward the door, “ind b
hold the towering form of Ridgley dashing aside’
the enemy, as if they were mere clnldren in hig
way.
¢t There’s for the death of Tra.w,s, and Croc :

a good smed hunting axe, which " ht.f

with ease, with his right hand, at the" mention
of each name. The fighting instantly ¢ censec'f
and those who could do 80, ﬂed wmho :

 timo.

fording ample proofs of Texaq prowess

«“Up and away!” cried Ridgl;
is not a moment to lose. »Santa ima,
head of five thousand men, is marchmg ‘towar
Harrisburg. ‘The van of: the, a:'my s alfetd
within an hour’s mareh, If you would ﬁghﬁ
Texas, join Greneral Houston without delay

# Are you sure the blanketed cnttefa are
comm P9 asked Wllson,' eagerly, who “with |
Walter and the' negro had, sank. dcrwn wioll Bigh
exhausted aft.er the ﬁght
Yoy, T am sure ; and a few days W
cide the fate of the Lone Star,’ > Y
Rl&gley T e
o Not. if they fl@d many such hosses '
are,” éﬁ&ed the ranger " ¢ There’s 8l
of the alligator and snappm ‘turtle o
with a wholesome sprinklin’ of Ke‘
mounts Shouldn’t wonder if; you .
them pa.rts bl -

Ruigley madeé o answer Yo th ot
ryapeecheé of ‘Wilson, , Ethington I

R YRy P Y -
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1ecl the former 1i‘ he had any knowledge
) means whereby the chain had "been re-
itg;gegh but, his pride kept him silent upen the
J,Wlth a cold :md formal: bow to cur

dgley depaited as abruptly 89 he had |

‘Ethmgﬁon, notwnthstzmdmg the serviee which
t{lkq styanger had rendered him, felt reheved
‘he b

ﬂlea. the obJect of his. unhappy pas-

1 the eause of his leadmg a life so wild
' ie.. He dared not trust himself to hear
& name mentioned which he could not deny was
ill dear to him, Jest it might revive and. add
e Btrength to a sentunent wlnch he had sworn
to.conquer, . tlmugh ke could not Impe to forget,
It'was with foelings of peculiar bitterness
$ he- beheld once more the man who had
‘dly‘aeeused him of hbaseness. in eonneetion
i Mlss St Aubert. Whether he was a real
phmgtml had not yet decidled ; but
brave, he eould no longer doubi;
. ‘imw geen him ﬁg]]i: with heroic .conr-
‘ t;er had apprehended that Rxdgley
Il take advantage of the service he had |
d to speak to him . agam in relation to
t . their two previous mﬁerwews,
a,greeably dxsnppomted when he saw
mi walk towards the mver, thh his

, his shoulder.
Il much .exhausted, and smarting
pain. of several slight ‘wounds, he could
] tlha desu‘e to Wateh him, . a.nd see
boway. he dirooted his "ootsteps He arose
d followed him slowly to tho bank of the
- glors@o, -and observed his’ movements—saw
into 8 boat aad” Paddle to_the opposite
‘he theu Ieaped out without Toss of time,

elnser serutmy, Ethmgton percewed
i two horses fastoried  there. Rldgley led them
isting hig youthful eompﬂmon to mount,

Qaped upon, the othex: ammal hnnself

than usual; even for hit.

Felix had caught the horses, and Wag Waiting
his master’s re-appearance, in order to depart.

¢ Now,” said Wilson, « I will lead the way,
and in & fow hours we will be with the Rangers,
The ground is rather rough and broken, and |
can go as fast on foot, as you can safely travel
on horseback,”

Ethington agreed to this arrangement and
they set forward down the river. When they
reached Bastmp, they found that- the Rangers
had  already passed over, and were awaiting
Ca.ptam Wilson on the opposite side. They
were a fine company of men, well-mounted and’
acéoutred, and were nothing daunted by the
news of the hostile movements of the enemy.
With three cheers for the * Lone Star;” they
vaulted into their saddles and were ‘soon in mes
tion. Before night set in; they Joined ‘the
forces of General Houston, who was marching
towards Harrisburg to intercept the enemy aml
offer him battle.

"The country was now completely alarmed,
.and helpless womé\n,, and children were leavﬁlg
their Litherto peaceful homes to stek safety in
some other quarter. To add to the mlsfortm:es
of the times, the ConVentlon E’;‘;eﬂ‘ adpumed with
the greatest preclpltatlon from Washmgton {0
H arrishurg, in order to secure their own safety ; ;

to do so, that the only semblance of a govern-
ment in Texas might not f'alI into the hands of
the dictator. :

Be this as it my, the flight of the Conven-
tion greaﬁy increased the dangers of that period,

inasmiich as it weakehed the confidence of the
people, and preventéd the gathering of relnfdree-
ments for the army.

" Elated by thieir reeent ietories, the enemy
were advancmg in three columns to " crush’ for-
over the hopes of the young' republie. The
ecntre was led by Santa Anna in person, from

(
. | colurns; under Urres and’ Gaonb “Yidre march- .

4

Walter joined: hlS compamcns more thoughtful b

- place, with a view to the capture of the new |me.

- jumanly massacred at Goliad. "This piece of

"prestest contempt, and assured his little band

. dueed to ashes by Santa Anma.

or pnssﬂoly becanse they believed it their ‘duy .

" for his hberty, his wife, his children, or hls

San " Antonic. 'ds Bexar, intending to pass
through Gonzales, San Felipe, 4nd Washlugtoﬁ. j
on’ his route to “Nacadoches. * The “othier two , -
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ing forward by different Toutes, to effect 2 junc- | Horse Shoe, can never be Juihly susp,eeted of
tion of their forces at the Comanche crossing, at | cowardice or want of decision,” said Walter.-
Trinity river. “ Without stooping to ﬁa.ttery. answe;ed z
" Santa Aﬁna, hearing that the Convention hiad | the general, th.h a smile, ‘T ean’ well aﬂ'm;g ;3 ]
adjowrned to Harrisburg, changed his plans |repay the generous compliment; for- the “bo .
somewhat, and marched directly towards that | deeds of the ¢ Texan Bravo ' are ‘well known to‘
I feel assured that you will set “our. me
‘anexample that, will eontribute towards the, su
cess of our arms, * But, ” afdded Houston,
friem}}y voice, ‘T learn with regret thals so I }
dark spirit of mlszmthropy has settled upouf}
you ; and in fact, that you are weary of eﬁls-
Tlns is not as it should e. A 'bra.

government. The Texan army now numbered
enly about five hundred and twenty men, but
was increased to seven Lundred strong by the
time they reached San Jacinto. Previous to
that event, they had received the disheartening
news, that Fannin and his men had been in-|tence.

u!

rise above dlsappomtment and be able to louli
misfortune unflinehingly in the face.”
that it was 4 fabrication of the enemy, in order| ¢ X thank you, general, for your kind words
to frighten them into submission ; altkough he | and benevolent intention, and I will only say
entertained no doubt in reuard to the authen- in reply, that i m the hour of battle, you w111 ﬁnd
ticity of the report. me at my post.’ ] 3

This poliey on the part of Houston proved of| T doubt it not, sir,’ * returned the general,

ent advantage, inasmuch as it prevented de-|kindly. o
E:rtions amoniehis men—an inevitable result, ¢ There's a great desl of the wild hosg in him,
1sd the astounding news been allowed to spread | with a cholce sprinklin’ of the alligator-an
through the camp uncontradicted. 'The general | snappin’ turtle,” remarked Captaift Wilm
did not reach Harrisburg until it had been re-| who joined them at thit moment. “
The army| * We shall soon need all those exeelleni'.
halted near the smoking ruing, and looked upon, qualities,” said Touston, good na.ture&ly.’ “1
them with stern and threatening visages. will answer for him and the Rangers.”

¢ Look !”” said Houston, to our hero; “see| * When you march us up to face the enemy,
the work of the tyrant and tho assassin. What | general, the voice of 0ld Kentuck will be heard
man, is there among us who will not fight, after | the loudest in the fight,” rejoined Wllson, earn-_ [
beholding wuch a spectacle 1 estly. -
-+ He ?s a craven indeed who will not fight| ¢ ’Spress yerself” excleimed Fehx exlu'blt- e
ing a choiee collection of ivory.

*Be silent " said Ethington.

sweetheart,””. replied Ethinpton. ¢ -

“ We are but-a handful,”  returned the gen-| ** Can he fight 2" asked Houston, regarding
eral ; “but we' will meet the enemy and con-|the athletic frame of Felix with evzdent admirs-

? * .

quer, or never leave the field alive. T will give | tion. , bim 3
yonder hrave fellows a battle-ery which shall| ¢ There in’t a hetter man among us when i
endow the axm of each with the strength of three | comes to blows,” replied Walter.
of their adversaries. Lot those who love Tesas| ¢ Heah, heah!” or something of that nature
follow me in the approa.c]iing fight, and if T'| was heard to escape t.hg }Ips of the African.
shrink er falter in my duty, may Heaven pun-| *He’s capable of eating three Moxicans at a

information the general affected to treat with-the

. ish me upon the spot by the ignoble death T)meal without butter or salt,” ebzerved the cap- i

tain of the Rangers.

hl
should ‘so richly merit. » Promulgate—-go yor death H—_ Ken

¢ The man Who fought =0 &armgly at the
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¢ A,llow yom- 1dees to be-
. eah 7'
some fa her conversatwn, ‘Hhe g general

Afor the army to suppl 1tseff ‘with

.
ys!. rations. “This requlsmmn havmg '

wlth the defen&ers of the  Lone
he Bayuu Buﬂ’alo, prepared to
to ‘the enemy Santa. Anna was ad-

supphed), which sicceeded in turmng the’ Mex
jean, mfautry, foreing it to take shelter I ,
hea:xﬁ‘vy growth of wood. )
ailing to brmg on a genersl en

hé had intended, Santa gznna felﬁ)gja‘aciel;;o::
ﬁfteen lmndred yards, and began to strengthen
his position by erectmg fortificabions néar the
Bay of San Jacinto,’ Mauy of the Texan officers
were in favor of giving battle without delay;

but the cool head of Houston overruled this

. premature movemeut and another sun was des

tined t6 set and rise on the yet bloodless ﬁeId

of San Jacinto.

only ﬁel& Pmees w1th wluqh the Texans had been

CHAPTER 1V.

WIKOFF—A CHALLENGE—MARIANNA—A RIVAL.

TFYHE defenders of Texas rested upon their
arms. When the sun went down, and
for seme time after, the enemy’s twelve pound-
er “thundered upon their posxtmn, awakening
the echoes of the ad_]aeeuis hills and woodlands ;
while the balls spent their furyr upon the shel-
tering trees, splintering their. trunks and lop-
ping off their boughs.

Aftor doubling the guard and taking all the
precautiond which a soldier of his expenence
thought necessary to prevent. o surprxse, the
general-in-chief wrapped lumself in “his military
cloak, placed his gaddle for a pillow, and feel—
ing that he had done all which duty reqmred

~ dlept the warrior’s sleep, undisturbed by the

random shots of the enemy, dreammg of victory,
on the morrow.

The gentle moon rode ap into the starry skies, | ¢
-+ and, the goddess of sllence ab’ Iength waved her
. misty wings over "the two armies.
Ethmgton felt but little -inclination to sleep.|
" Seated ipon one of the field picces, he had kept‘.

Wa]ter

hig eyes ﬁxcd dreamzly upon the dull camp
The steady tread of, the

\

sentinels, the dissonant ringing of srus, an

sometimos a hum of voices, was boxne ,to- hid

ears upon the whispermg winds, from t.hg o
my’s bivouae,. Ethington’s thoughts
engaged with those_objects upon w}nc
tention was apparently fized. -

‘Aubert, with all those. advantages o
| person which had ma.de him her

ghipper in' days that were gone, ;
the subject of his ‘meditations. --

Grieved and disappointed as he huﬂ Abeﬁn
what appeared to him her heartless perﬁdy,

He mechamcally dx'ew from his. p
chain which had been 50 mystenously
to hls possesswn . H ]

eyes wandered over the shining lmk .

thtown it over the snowy neek
‘While he held the chain in, his ,han 13
owupled w1’ﬁh these reﬂechlona, 8 :

hghtly tpon his shoulder. -

|
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Ethington turned sharply toward.s the in-

Tt has been told me that you are weary of

life,” gaid the latter, abruptly,

oo Exzcnse me,” replied 'Walﬁér, coldly. el

‘have not the honor of your acquaintance.”

* You shall not long labor under that disad-

. vantage,” added the other. Tt is very possi-
‘ble that ygu have never heard MY Dame men-

" tioned 3 it it is probable, should you survive
“this night and the next twenty-four hours, you

- will never forget me during your Iife.
- pame is Wikoff.”’

“ Well, sir, what is that tome ¥”* said Lthing-

tim, impatiently._ L

* “ T am the lover of Andrea St. Aubert, con-

sequently your rival; and Iam bhappy to add,
» your favored rival,” rejoined Wikoff, bowing
_profoundly. :
~ “Tregret that she has made so poor a ehoies,”?
retorted Hthington, calmly,
_ * I that all you have to say 1 asked Wikoff,
sneeringly. = - S
““All T have to say kere; but cross yonder
o with me, and I will speak to' you i, anoth-
Y, ’.fssa'd'Eﬁhiﬁgﬁon, with difficulty restrain-
He deep tient " which the strangei’s
0 !g, words snd\manher had awakened.
o itds, pistols, pr riflés 7’ asked Wikoff,
K ftlll@fr,‘)”;epl_igd' Walter. ' “T am wholly
dﬁi’b 1t 88 to the weapons,” :
AW il try pistols, thn,”
4 Very well. ™ -
U e e Y :
“The !ébqnér the bétter, for T am impationt
ish’ your ‘insolence. No man has "yet
o'speak the name of Andrea St. Aubert
the misinér'you have presimed to pronounce
tounight. ' That you' ate some worthless ad-
nturer I doubt xiot ; but I will meet you, and
aps chastise your airogance, and tame your

" hé had disappeared.
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fight ! T should always regreb it, I assure yoy
After the battle, meet me on the baik of yon:

without & friend, just as you choose. There isa
delightful plat of grass there, and g fall upﬁn it
would not be likely to break your bones, ang
may form a very easy couch for you to close up
the last accounts of life upon,”

¢ Of all times this would suit me best,” ye.
plied Ethington. * The moon, aided bjr the
stars, sheds light enough for the purpose, and
nothing can be gained by wasting time. Hoy.
ever, I aceede to your terms, for to-morroy I
would fight for the * Lone Star,” and a woung
even from an insolent adventurer, might preveni;
me from assisting in a struggle where every am
is needed.” :
¢ Remember. the place of meeting,'forI would
not lose the opportunity of punishing you for
having at one time in your life laid elaim to
the hand of Miss St. Aubert; o piece ‘of pre-
sumption I ean never pardon,”. -
Ethington’s blood boiled' with  indignation,

intruder ; but mastering. his feolings with 2 poy. -
erful effort, he turned his back upon Wikoff and
walked from him. Aninsulting laugh followed our
hero, and worked up his fury t6 sach an extent,
that he was abiout to retrace his steps, and
chastise the offonder on the spot; but ‘u'p'on
looking in. the direction where he had left him, -

. Here was another wonderful link in the chain
of mystery which' Liad been recently east “about
the career of Ethington. The motives and ae-
tions of Ridgley he could not undexstasd ; and
the singular audadity and maligaity of the poy.
comer, Wikoff, were quite a8 inexplicable. The
Inst' adventure furnished riéw food for reflection,
and he was_endeavoring to mentally digest " the

| same, when Captain Wilson joned him, .

. *“TI have heen looking fir you,” said the ran
ger.  “I wanted.to have some confidential talk
with you, and perhaps ask your advice and as-
sistaiice.”” AR

. * Very well, captain, T am’ it yorir service ;

you have only to corimaiid me,” ‘replied Ething-

ton.

- glthough eomewhap rude and bearish, no doubt ;

der river, near that cluster of live ouks, with op

and he partly raised his hand to strike down the -
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« My, Fthington, I"am an honest Kentuekian,

2 ;‘ .

7

bridge, and wamn Lee of the danger that threat- ;

‘ ens, and endeavor to fix upon some means of

put T will be frank with you, and comé to the
subject uppermos in my -.thoughte_i at once,
About two miles beyond Vinee's Brldg:e, there
i o neat farin house, owned and occupied by a

' ago | §
i the name of Lee, who gome years ag 1
Y r the request.”” - .

married a fair Mexzican woman, and now hg:s a
gont grown to manhood, and a d_aug}-nter of abm?t
seventeen. Marianna, for so she is called, is
one of those bewitching, girls that must beyseen
in order to.be appreciated. Such ’dark 1&1}-
guishing eyes, and such 2 ﬁg.ure{ . Why, it
equals Old Kentuek ; and that iy saying a“great
deal. Two glanees, sir, from the dazzling-orbs
of Marianna have done more for me than all the
escopetas of the Mexican army ; for they ’have
inflicted wonnds of such a nature ag can’t e
healed by the common treatment for gunshot
wounds., The Mexican women aré ~very.pretty,
sir, notwithstanding the men are such villanous
follows ; and Marianna has just enough of the
Mexiean stylo of beauty to make her one of the
most enchanting girls living.” o
«T would advise you to surrender at discre-
ion, Captain Wilson,” said Ethington,
’ T eéli*hainly would, if I thought I 0(21,11(1
make honorable texms ; but there’s the yub. ’
t¢ You. have made love to her, doubtless?”
¢ The word hasn’t never been meut:.ioned bi?—
tween us, gir. . If I have made love ‘at’,all., it
has been done with my eyes, for I haven't dar-
ed to open my lips on the subject. I can face
the enemy and give fem a taste of Kgntuf:ky
sk'lll, but I have never been able to tell Manax‘l-
na Tece that T love her; the very thought of it
makes the perspiration. stand in drops on my
“forehead, and excites me jmore than did the

sto
s foaght our way from
whipped sleven hundred.

house to house and
of the enemy. But

what T wish to say is this ; if we should be beat-

en to-morrow, the robbers of BSanta ‘A:!lna. will
© gverran the whole. country, sparing neither age

nor gex ; and Lee,. who has thus far rqf}lsegl-t':o
move an inch, will be among the first to suffer.

will permit me, I will accompany you.”, *

ing of Besar, when only two hundred . of

' e Ca Ty
giving them early intelligence of the baﬁtlef, '

¢ The idea is a_benevolent one, and1f you |
¢ That is the favor I was about’ to ask,”1 a;n-
wered the ranger; “but you have a;lit}mpqztfd 1
Arming themselvés thoroughly, Eﬁhmgti?

and the captain Jeft the bivouac,'ql}d”:c‘l‘i%@}& .
their footsteps towards Vinee's bndge, ?‘:th |
both armies had passed, over in attaining the

present position. They crossed 1t\mthqutm i
terruption, and silently pursued their way
wards the residence of Marianna Lee—the m
en whose gentle witchery Had east Sll@ﬁ‘ spell
over the senses-of the daring Kgptgg';k}ap.

They traversed a few ‘half "‘ﬂﬁt"‘ﬂ?ﬁdw eld
skirted by flourishing w‘{;:cndlajlds, a.qd after
ous turnings -and windings, and pone
thick growth of hickory, emerged int
clearing, upon the farther side
under the shelter of some tall
the hoese of Mr. Lee. .- * L
As they approached if, -they werp muc]
tonished at hearing a confused hum of v
proceeding from within. . - Advaneing soro
tiously, the ranger took the liherty to reconm
tre the:interior as much a8 praetiqgl?!e;t.
the windows. Fortunately for ha;s purpose
curtain had been but imperfectly drawn, a
had ample opportunity for gratifying a
able curiosity. -~ - . ¢ .-
~ A scepe met his view which, as he
it, « viled up; h,is'_ Ke;itugky: b ‘
Mexicans, either deserters from the “enemy,.d
banditti which had followed in’the .wak
vietorioué“s:my, were cosily seated bene b thy
hospitable roof of Mr Liee, egi_siqg, and drinkin,
his “good things, -and hayipg;matters}
much their own way. The master of g]’:;!e;:ho
sat _vﬁth folded - axms, and sullen brow

chestnuts,

aguardiente, and when it \was  fun

T haye made up my mind to; cross Yincel’s_ o

|

drank more deeply, and grew more insolent. |
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cated hitngelf cara & edra (fabe to fuce) |
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ot jauitily dressod of the
TR ‘ 4 furions atts - . ]

. teﬁl,‘]'?,‘?tly antieipating a pleasant | Tious attack upon their host. Their fing

t Carm s b . . i

another cr;f:;i ;Hita"n‘l-' atx; insolent | door was burst open, 'and Kithin aton and g,

" vaso de Gguardiente ”— | ringer rashed in up , ¢

“of biin ‘I.Y: Mr. Too informod 4 shed in upon them. - Lee had alroady.

Mexiean oaths were soarcely uttered, when- tle

By fo Mo ot HETAEA - i

there was'no inore in the house, ‘which

n & violent passion, and sét him to
dle. of Lis dagger ‘ina ‘very

prostrated one of the ruffians with a blow of I

fist, and when our two friends made their wn, .
‘Rected’entry, the others ceased offensive o :x-
tions zt once, ot a little nonplussed and I’G;‘a :
founded at the appearance of two such form'dn-.
hle looking Americanos. -

“ Down with them !”’ shouted‘Wilson, and

They sp rang up, drow their daggers, and made [§ Landsome, oval face, aﬁd above all, her dark,
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and eloquent yes, mnde Bthington think of
Andrea St. Aubert.. )
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held in mortal aversion, which was amply recip-
roeated by the former. S . T

Immediately the cheerfulness -of Mariauza

The pallidness produeed by her recent terrors, | disappeared, and all parties felt embartassed

b given place to a slight flush rezembling -the

and ill at ease, save the new-comer, who with:-a

mddiésb‘carnation of a blush, which rather en-
hanced hér beauty than otherwise. The cere-
mony of _imroduction to the father, mother, and

daughter was quickly gone through with, and
the latter, though evidently embarrassed, was
" goon led into an agreeable conversation ; while
the captain, so- valiant in the hour of danger,

careless  good evening,”’ seated himself a3 near
the young-lady as possible, and began. to-.con-
verse with her w}th a freedom that -was guite
provoking to the' Kentuckisn. With :an easy-

and off hand manner, he talked of every subject :
of interest, favoring the ranger with' many gon-
temptuous glanees and cutting innuendoes. ’

Do you vegetate in these parts, Etl‘gnger'?” b
ke asked, at length, addressing himgelf to-Wil- ]

BOIL. of

being ably secorided by Ethington, the valigntes
| were sodn, curled up upon the floor, -with.ng
other wonnds than those mflicted by the clench-

~ had suddenly‘become as silent ag a bashful
maiden, Strange are the doings of the winged
Yittle boy with the bow in his hand, and the

ited oie’ for himself and “another for

&

k5% a1 with teans gathering in bet Bright eges,
‘ Eﬁ d o ho excused,” which the’ gentloniin of
e fo. do, conditionally.” *Indstuch as the

i 150) &

4 ga.rfétta Was obnoxious to herHjps! she ™ would
ert?,g}ly have 1o objection to receiving 4 salute

=X

Tals!
SbEy 1y PR .
h be could no lonser reitid;
ich B ¢ould no longer restriin.,

I ‘
i

TR
miaster 1

S

ave had ei;oi;gh of ' this; "cabellerss. T

31 %é{ﬁho-u ﬂéla.y P

ed Kand. :
Ethifg,h;ﬁ 81‘1‘5‘!.11 be done with them now ?’_" said
Wiﬁsén made a ‘motion towards his piatols ;
but Lee shook his liead, saying that in his o in:
fon such'a procedure would be unnecessar Pas
thf:y .vvouldfprobgbgy go their way peanea.bliz if
f;]i?:tted, and doubtless, never trouble them
“ I'ean’t forget the ‘Alame,” replied the ran-
ger, “‘and if we shouldn’t whipthe scoundiels
to-lfporrow,‘ you'll be pretty sure to haye “more
trouble with these brave senores ; but i yo
say l.et them go, I wont cbjeet, though eaJ‘; }
v41a111 l:nevei' escaped thejr just: deserts ’%r :
‘ ';I‘h‘e ‘c}iscomﬁted “dons” were ‘aIluwec'i to-get ©
!;Pcl:p‘theu- feet, and ‘wore respectively kiel?ed
inta the openair by Wilson, who appéared to
ta]_:e‘: great | leasure in the exercise ; and Ethin |
iE;OP ‘observed that :thé’ fellow Who’attem ted'tg-
{nake the fair Matians smole a cigar nI:c i :1’
a double portion’of punishment, S
‘Whéni quietness was somewhat restored, ou
Jher?.n?;a"i;* dpportunity to ohgerve the ob'e:zt. If"
the Tinger’s passion at his leiswwe, and wa;,]s i 1‘:1
;)9 s}e:e :I@:ﬁ:er chiirms had not been 'oveﬁgt:du ﬁ
Py e im'; sind iii fact, ‘he Soon came to
own hotise, atd I sider yoil to "aljlrlsie;n’{htéz h';f iﬁﬁ;ﬁ ﬁﬁi'i,ii”‘“’gf«i o
ed it?:‘f"éﬁ;)ﬁih"ﬁ description, Heg: : sylzn:::i:di
' Egure, gei‘ﬁhgf too ‘short nor tog t‘a]i,' not 'l:ax;ki*ua
i’ ég_zﬁ“yp?fz'm;'- nor “yet' so’ plethoric: as to';'hi
wanting in elégance, “her gragiful -etiirisge; her

, ; that “the ladies of
el ; that such lips seemed to'be
N ess " they held 'a roll of the

vain that Marianina protésted that
garettys in abhorrencé ; thie'dourteous

dout stifling volurmieés of ‘smoke,.
y choked e~
W the vile digarotta from her in dis-

I

fromm r‘isaf"‘p‘féﬁe’; a/person 4 himself,
a.Ela\rine& hér'! mdre ‘than the
ed the''iré of her ‘father to a

he extlaimed, ditirg’ ffom 1is
or' T will ‘stringls’ you dii' the|
thén ho’adlled, fizing his flashing

guests :
ny

had' y Heen ﬁﬁiﬁihggsf})ﬁ] o' pre-
b2 1hé st BAIF hotr, " and
A [

o “adforiaed i good Ghe:
{20 SR e o

>

'
H

- that very

" frown t6 appear upon his usually ‘open brow.

quiver of arrows at his back ! ,
Mrs. Lee was still in the prime of life, and
enough of beauty yet yemained to show that
the daughter was fairly entitled to hers. The
gon, James, they were informed, had started
avening to join the forces of Houston,
and Mrs. Lee bespake the kindly offices of the
ranger, should her boy be wounded while con-
teniding for the liberty of Texas. Wilson fels
himeelf bat too happy to promise all that she]
could desire; and a, grateful ook from Marinnna
more than rewarded him for his protestations,”
ond cansed the telltale blood to mount preei-
pitately to his sun-burnt cheels. '
As the evening advanced, the captain-got the
better of his timidity in some measure, and ven-
tured to make a few common-place remarks to
Marianna, who replied so courteously that he
was highly delighted. .
Matters were progressing thus pleasantly
when there was a Dew arrival, which marred
all the captain’s pleasure, and caused a deep

The last comer was a man about Wilson’s age

«T galeulate I don’t,” replied the latter.
«« Belong to the army, perhaps?’ = - (N8
* Perhaps I do,” rejoined Wilsom, - drily. “

«« Fovery brave man goes to the field'to fight for-
his rights. I take it that you.don’s ‘belong'to]
the army, Mr. Cogshell,”” added the ramger,)
emphasizing the name, which he designedly:
nounced wrong. . - T

« My name is Cogswell—and I do not helen, J
to the army. The ranks are so full of ;vs
bonds and ragamuffins, that it’s no place for'
gentleman,” retorted Cogswell, sneeringly.

«Tf the Texan army is cemposed of suchil
materials as you mention, stranger, I shouldfig
think it would be the very place for you,” said
the ranger, eyeing Cogswell savagely. :
«T fight on my own hook,” rejoined &
other. . ) k.
«Tf you'll jest take your kook and come withi
me, T'll give you a specimen of Old Kentuckis
that'Il make you see stars and other heave '
bodies,” added Wilson. o :

¢ Romember there are ladies present,” infergy
posed Ethington. :

and size ; buk possessing none of his frankness
* of character,-and but a small ehare of his manli-

ness and good looks.
Ho was itroduced as Mr. Cogswell.

Ething-
ton noticed that the two exchanged glances
which were anything but friendly ; apd it was
that in the person- of

« And the faivest the ‘Lone Star’ can b
of,”” said the ranger, with a desperate effort. ¢
" Cogswell frowned more darkly than ever, andg
Jarted a furious look ‘at the eaptain. ]
Marianna was much agitated, and looked im
ploringly at Ethington.
¢ We will have no quarrel}ing, gentlemen, }

guickly apparent to hiin,
© the stranger, the ranger ha:d

a rival whom he

you please,” said M, Lee. Obedient to a ges

B
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800’8, he said, in-a-low, detormined voice: -

* < This is no place for you. . The man who
~6omes here 10 keo the bright eyes of Marianna,

«‘will have to deal with - T%m Obgswell,”?

v *“And do you think to frighten an alligﬁt-or

+fromn Old Kentuck with such silly hravado 77
~replied.-Wilson, in’ the same tone. <« If you
have anything of that kind to say, meot me with
“the rifte: o the bowie knife, and seitle it .like a
{man, Thero are plenty of placcs hereabouts
where such a thing can be done in a quiet busi-
ness.sort of way. ' And perhaps, come to think
on if, the affbir might as well be arran ged now
ds. any time. Wo crossed o field, not a great
*distarice from there, which would be just the
hing. - I'see you've got your shootin’ iren with
‘yow; suppose you take it and follow me. If
¥oushould pop me over, my licutenant would
‘be promoted, and there would be one Kentucky
dad the less, and I shouldn’t be standin’ in any-
body’s:way. ~ On the other hand, if you should
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ipure from the latter, Marisnna avoso and left
the room, whilo Cogswoll sat glaring at the Ken-
‘tuckian' like some halftamed animal escaped
~from its keepers. :Approaching his face to Wil

would be sorry, and Marianna Lee wouldn’t
trouble herself to shed a single tear for you.”
‘“When I fight,” replied Cogswell, eoIc'xri.ng,
““ it shall be in the daytime, and with friends
present to see fair play.  One thing is certéjn;
you will hear from me sooner than will Prove

as such, we will meet again,”

arose and left the house. S
. * He foars the ‘Kentucky vifle,” mid Ething-
ton. . . .

“He’s a coward, or he wouldn’t have refused
such an offer,” replied the ranger. R
The conversation now took a more agreeable
turn, and Mr. Lee earnestly strove to make'his
visitors forget the anpleasant incident which had
Just oeeurred. © Promising to give him the very
earliost intelligence of the fate of the battle, our
two friends departed, and directed their foos
steps towards the Texan hivouac. The camp
fires had gone out. A deeper silence rested
upon the motionless figures of the weary soldiers,
broker only by the slow tread of the sentinels
who kept sleepless vigils over those who were to

basped, why, it’s my candid opinion nobody

deeide the fate of the * Lone Star”’ 'so soon.

agreeable. T am your enemy to the death, ang

With & low and insulting laugh, Cogswel]l

IETE‘ZFII:IE cun of ‘the twentieth of April nrose

 were reflected”rightly from the burnished arms

. Denf Smith ;. 2 man with a; brave heart, a strong

- moment after, Ethington saw- Smith, with two

CHAPTER V.

THE BATTLE" q_ﬁ*

with undimmed splendor, sid kis beanis |1

: o R
of the hostile dvniies. . ‘
* The gencral-in-chief was already in the sad&tle,
the bé.nner of the “Lone Star’’ was floating
pmudlj and defiantly in the morninig ,b{'eezes,
and the eclumns of Texas were forming in the
order of battle. . . o

While these stitring scenes were: progrossing,
7 Hoﬁéstaou was soen, conferring with:a well knownf
personage who passed in camp, by the name o

hand, and willing to execute the commands of
his superior_officer; even to, the death. In a

polished axes, standing at 2 little distance from
the fast filling ranks, with his eyes fized steadily
upon the general, as if awaiting some important

rder. o
’ ‘?IA.re_ you going to fight with, two. axes i

“agkod Wilson,  somewhat sarcastically, s he

passpdlhim. . -

SAN JACINTOr-

was onily one voice that eould -grpust - his: w

ike spirit, and gt his stout limbe in mqtioy‘ i
The defenders of Texas wore under mms,

patient for the enemy to advance ; buf -a:xll waa
guiet vwithin'the Mexican lities, and: they. ahomad'; ;
1o disposition to come to an engegement. -

The general consulted with his oﬂifzars on f'fht} L
expediency of attacking the .en‘emy.:' ?‘_our_ of B ]
the six field officers who Gonstlti‘ltefi the. cmme -
opposed the jdea of an attaclk with all‘ thielr-piw:
er, Toprosenting that the great ﬂispaz:’ltyrof num
hers, the advantages of the enemy’s position
and lis suparior diseipline, rendered tb.ﬂj mensg
ure too hazardons to be: thought of. .iwo uply
were,in favor of the moyement, -ai‘xd.,not; f?a.rf .
of the conseguences. of adyaglqng in an’ open
prairie and charging a disciplinéd army 77',“’1‘ .
raw soldiery and l;wo:hnn&r_ed b&yoma-tjus.*.-: A
" Having learnied the -opinions of }ns oﬁ'ma‘rg,‘
the general’s next step was tolascertam. t:.ha i?e.l,‘
inge of his men.. They were fou_nd rogdy {
willing to fight the enemy’ on- his own}ﬂg:?un
singe they evinced no disposition to leave it

Bis Deaf :S‘]n:it".‘h“héededl hun ﬁot; for tﬂe‘re Considorable time had elapsed in these
ub Deaf B | 0o ,

.
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» liberations, and it was three o’clock in the after

.. noon before theé Texan troops were ready fo

move forward upon the enemy.

.9“0'3 more they wheeled “into line, the first
regiment, under the command of General Bur-

g leson, forming the contre; the second under.
- Il(.}olonel Sherman, the left wing ; while the ar-
 tillery under Colonel Hockley, and four com-

‘panies of infantyy, under Lientensnt €
) ¥, olonel
Millard, took the right.. The whole of the Tex-
an cavul;y numbered but sixty-one, and these
commznded by Colonel Lamar, oceapied ox.
b mght, I upied the ex-
‘When all was in readiness for the attack, the
50.1131':11 gave the order to Deaf Smith in a low
volce. Immediately he leaped upon a horse
wh;ch stodd near him, and with his axes gallop-
: towards Vinee’s Bridge, fol-

: ":[fhe shrill tones of the fife, the clear, rinoin
,;}nfses of the bugle, and the din of the ch:um vgvérﬁ
no_w-l'leard along the Texan lines, which were
800; in motjf)p; and moved steadily until within
two @gndred;yaﬂs of the enemy’s breast-works
Ggpbain “Wilson. with the 'Rangers had baken
%lgf-'ﬁt?ﬁitioﬁ- on the Tight of the Taxan infantry
Kndf‘&d’vm}éed/ on ‘foot, * Ethington - shouldered:
hisirif] #nd joined them; resolved to * do his
dey' ‘ Hikes brave man, strike “another blow
for liberty, and avenge his fallen comrades who
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-] In a moment, all eyes were dfre
towering figure of Houston, who :;;ga:;d t}_le
front of the Texan lines, mounted wpo, !
erful horse, T
‘f Fellow-soldiers, countrymen, and fiigng
of liberty, upon you rests tho last hope of ﬂ:a
‘.Lone Star.” If you conquer the enem the
rights of Toxas will be secured, and m!: 2
.re'turn' in peace and covered with gloryy o
wives, -and sweethearts ; but if you fail ,
never leave this field alive ; you will 5;
fate of Travis and his men.” CoE
.‘At this juncture, Deaf Smith wag .é'een-s'
ring his horse madly towards the general kswli);u .
fng an axe triumphantly over his head." Pu!%.
ing up his panting steed with a force that brou ki
him npon his haunches, he addressed & fow g-ds
to the commander-in-chief. o
’.'I‘.he Iatter drew forth his sword, and while ity
polished steel gleamed and - flashed in the g
eJ:dded in a voiee which rang out, along the E%ﬂ
like the tones of a deep-toned trumpet -, ®
“'].Ef‘gﬂowlsoldiers, you have thirsted to meet,
the dictator and his minjons face to face; and’

to your
You will

behold the hour has eoime: - "The tyrant is hefore
you; there' is no retreat- s
Vince’s Bridge is cut awa;

is ours. I ask 1o man to'do’

st?lf.more than T do. He who would; fight, let
him follow me, and nmaivsEr aE ‘ALaso "

the Mexican columns, the word ¢ fire”” was

hife the

strove with desperate energy to withstand the

Hlept in” the smouldering ruins of the Alamo

B and et Goliad.w -

? “;T@x{ifns,‘ ihd‘sges, and alligators from o
ntaeky ' .said Captain Wilson. . * Yonder :

ﬁut,b;lemies.r You have got good rifles in
rtfhﬁnﬁs;i.and know how to use them. Don’t
o l;at{?;lygu-apg sure of your man ; for we meet
LUbe foe.one to threo, and that’s considerable
‘-ddds ,bub do your duty, and we will whip them
"0 they worit forget the Rangers while they ro-
rhh;mhber anything of'an airthly nature.” &
W r‘li.é ﬁg&?ﬁiﬁﬁd. :ﬁghly patriotic speech.
ngﬂs verl' with shouts of -appl:‘msa by the

5 1< Here comed ‘

LI H

Jgoing:m my;‘”‘ )

the genefai;;ﬁ;y lads,” added | -
hevcaptain. ¢ Liston; and-let us hear what }em‘

As the general eceased speaki '

) : : gpeakmg, he " turned
his horse’s head and shouting to his men, bore
down into the teeth of the ‘ ’

i

angry murtiur, Hke the voice ¢ v W
aroge from i-th:e‘ Texan Iines:‘(}?aHOft}rl:;nnga?rz
and fro an i.lnstant‘,- and t-hen‘ﬁJHO\/ved theiry;ead-
er,\ ie;wh arm-inspired ivi[:h the strehgtﬁ'of three
of his enemies.  “ Remember the Alamo | re-
member the Alamo !” and ke heart of e;‘é
Texan swelled with indignation, and their e_'vg

“ lashed with fury “as” the battle-cry passed from

Egluts}; o tr].:outh,; ineiting 4l to deeds of prowess
o8t without nt i ' of
e ithou fuprecedent in the agpgls‘.of
The enerity ‘received ‘ o

the last ‘hope.
*“ Lone Star,” drawn up in perfect i bl

; ‘the distance of sixty yards they ojéhEd:

foe, -while a loi X e P .
while 2 loud and ground manfully, and shouting the hattle-ery,
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Jpon the advancing” Texans ; but their aim was
ped, and most of the leaden hail whistled' harm-
Yesitly over their heads. P

« Steady; nten | reserve your fire until the
word is given I thundered Houston, and well
soch man obeyéd. When within pistol” sliot of

douted along the Texan lines, and a deadly
jolley was poured into the eneiny’s ranks, pros-
trating them as the winds shake off the leaves
jnautamn. ’ ‘
_ When they had discharged their pieces, they
#id not ‘pause to reload them, but rushing for-
ward upon thé foe, broke them over their heads.
This done, they drew their " pistols from their
belts, fired thein with teriible effect, ‘and then’
{hrew them at those ncarest them. Then un-
sheathing their bowieknives, they clamhbered
over heaps of thi slain, "and plunged them to the
Lilt in tho bodiss of thése in the rear. Thus
the work of slaughter went on, and the red
domon of carnnge rode tiiumphant over that
prairie, o pedeeful and bioudless an hour ago,
The right and left wing of tlie Mexican ariny
- gave way before the jrresistible “¢harge of the
Texans ; but “the centre romained fem, and

charge of the Texans, and - mounting ‘ovgi";tliis“f‘
ghastly bréastwork, those who remembered the
Alamo, plunged their recking blades into, the’
living men who fonght behind them. o

The prowess of hirelings was not proof. ?.gai;ﬁg‘t{.‘

the valor of soldiers who eontended for hljlman
rights ; they broke and fled, and the §Iqqgh§éﬁ 1
became more fearful still,. Towards Vimnco's -

Bridge, the routed remnant i}f‘ the ;dictalﬁor"‘é‘:_
army fled ; when they reashed ‘t‘he‘ spotb ﬁhéﬁel;
they had erossed, by straining every. nerve,
urged on by the flashing steel of the 'fflaxali)rils;”

cannot be conceived when they saw the stream
rolling darkly on, spanned by no briagaby
which they could eseape the fury of their con:
querors. ! o
Somo, witheries of mortal terror, thréﬁ”tﬁé;ﬁy-f

cunk for the last time, and while the pfﬂns '0
suffoeation yot held tliein; was ‘stained with the
blood of their compasdions in arms; and ‘whei

DA A TS
Dles that marked the spot wheré they disdp _epi);:
el, were red as the curreats which had ﬁwm"meﬂ’
thelr own hourts. ¢ Remember ‘the Alino,”

were the last sounds that gréétéfl\‘-'t‘lléféﬁl;&"6?71':]1'}

shock. At this eriticdl poriod Sauta Anna pro- | despaifing wretches.

pared to charge the' Toxan infintry at the
liead of five liundred of his hest wen, Houston
tnstanitly perceived the dangtr, and zallying his
men and putting himself at their head, stood his

ohee more, ordered them, to fire.
‘e Take good aim !” eried Wilson foliis Ran-
gers, and the command was well obeyed. When
" the Texahs poured forth their leaden storm onicd
inore, but thiréy-two out of the five hundred
who had prepared to charge them remained
among the living; 4nd they were instantly made
pisoners. ‘ o
A terrible panio’ now seized the enemy..
They saw their comrades falling on every hand,
and felt that thoy had never encountered such
‘dotermined foes before. Masses of the dead,
presenting a horrible memento of war, lay piled

" At the place where the biidge had “beh eit
away, many twred and fought, while ‘E{-?IIJ;BJ “fall
ing upon their knees, eried out’ in"@ti;ﬁ&éf ﬂmﬁ
long hauntéd the ears of Ethiﬁgﬁﬁﬁ, thfi!::t!h‘ex
were not ut the Alwmo. Bt what i that
avail with men who felt that "th'ey_: had"“been
wronged past veparation, and by the trdatiient
which they had received from theix foes, o ;To;n‘gi .
er held to the usages of civilized warfirs?
‘Excitéd by the scenes of the fisht, and ré¥
calling'wéhat he had witnessed “at’ Fﬁft
#ith a vividness but too real, Ethington
on his comrades and was foremost in'the weltd. 3
Side by side with-Captain Wilson, ‘arid followed |
and imitated by the Rangers, he did his. devoir
nobly, and when he shouted the battle-ery, it ;
thrilled like electricity through the heart of §
every man who heard it. Once when the en-

up where their front ranks had received the

sign who bore the banner—a star on a red "

[}

gl
!

and their mad battle-cry, their eonsternation - §

|
E‘.
i

' : gl
selves into the water, which, before they had 3

they went down to rise no mm‘e,“"thé‘ ﬁn‘sﬂbnb—a 1
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gronnd—was wounded and fo] h |
Hod—was wou Nd reil, .he mmghed t
tbg:rgqgue ond with his own hand resﬁor:& itq
and struck down the daring fall ‘ ’
tempted to capture it, & Who' s

. After the flight to Vines’s Bridge, an _acei-

here to fight,” answered the stranger, « ’
“The day is ours!” ‘ S'hoﬁtetf i{fl?fy. '

““ Three times three cheers for the Lione Sta:::;

| As the general spoke, the faithfy] horse Whi(;h

gﬁrl;l 2:211*1-:9@ which well fnig}i‘ proved fatal to
; hﬁlhh:, :;gii:lesg ;10 dﬁ:)llcwir up the advantage
ety b gained, he I-lecame separated
Tom the Rangers, and found himself eontendin
. ﬂlngly with overwhelming numbers, Half ag
g 5eore of Mexican dancos were instantly levellod
g ot his Person.  Ethington saw the danger, but
Was ot terrified.  Death he hagd long he’ld in
. ;?f%gtqm}t, aud was quite willing to yield up his
i pon & well fought field,
) I‘!& smiled grimly upon his foes, and resolved
m :b;a; fall to give them good cause to remember
him. " With bis rifle, which he hud nuanaged £,
!jgﬁagg.dgring the. conflict, he dashed asidebma'li
a ﬂ!mxstffrom sharp lance and bristling -bayonéty
lg.tljtf!le, eritical moment when the exertions o;‘
ome Pouid 1ot hope Ionger to be suecessy] the
Yoice hich Ethington had heard 6noe Bofore in
thehogr of ' ba.tth, reached his ears amidst ail
the dmof confliet ; and immediately the ]l
T of Ridgley. was seen seattoring the foe fo
the right and to the left by the force of his un-
m, followed hy Felix and the captain of
TS Ridglay gained the side of Ething-
ton, and his assqilants gave ground. )
) ij‘ I;;Gh) yor death, massa debbil I”* criad Felix,
* Hurra, for Mq:icus and Zezico 17
_‘{:‘}qu‘ebted to you for & sepond .fa.vor » said
: ;Et}l;gﬂtgﬁon,, 23 Ridgley pressed  to hig ‘sid:a and
: thg Memcans fell back. ' ‘ :
) ‘: Don’t speak of it,” replied Ridgley.
| Wiping the moisture from his brow, ’
h;;sé q.;%quign to another part of the field
- Lam not so churligh as nk yo
for your bravery,” added W;i::r.m ek yon

coldly,.
and turning

‘ c:ﬂlyl

had borne him throu h t

reeled and fell to the egarthlj'e itﬁfgl};g i)(;el? r;“*ly,
by seven mugket balls, but hyd . iiobly bomsuile'k
mac,istgr %]lcn‘til‘ his last drop of blood was spen;s
;J;Et (;;nwoti().wn ab the moment victory Was con-

The hero of 8an Jacinto had been” sevérél

wounded 26 the commencement of the batt] )
‘but.had scorned to heed his hurts whn the:(;
Was 50 much at stake. He wag quickly assisted
upon another steed, and the ** three timas three
were given with right good will; and the fright.
ened -wretches who had survived the ccmigiict
h;eard it with awe and wonder, for they knve;nt
Little of the enthusiasm of men who had devoted
their lives to the cause of, freedom. o
; Ethington: paused and looked
it was covered with the bodies of the slain,
Horses and men lay in heaps in every directi‘oﬁ“
The dead and the dying weré minglad et')u:'
fuse'ad-ly together.  In the distance 5 f’e‘: terrified
fugmv-es were runninghither and thither, ep.
deavoring to conceal thémselves in the p;airie‘
grass, or gain the covert of the wood, . .

}_Ls the - excitement of battle passed away, ”si.r
feeling of compassion took possession of Ethi,ng-.'

:{ton, and he exerted himself manfully to stay the

slaughter,

g upward - with his bloody sword. = Walter -
raxse,d’ his eyes and behbld two enormons ravens -
hovering over the seeno of conflict, withi their

beaks turned to the wast,. Wilson and several

of the rangers raised their '
birds poising above them, ‘ e
“ Hold I exclaimed the general, pféﬁheti—
*“The omen i¢ 2 good  one s it denotes

S want no thanks, young man. I came

AT

s

i (’-"f\‘i EE—

the marel of the empire westward,”

over the prairie;;

““ Look there,” said Captain Wilson, point-

guns to fire at, the -

CHATTER VI

. THE DUEL—AUGUSTUS HENRIE.

bivouae of the previous night, to which
the soldiers, weariedl of the work of slaughter,
were veturning in sgquads, without much regard
to order. Ib was mow might, ‘and our hero
thought of his appointment with Wikoff. Stretch-
ing himself by & fire which the Rangers had
- kindled, and ; ordeting Felix to awaken him
when the moon had arisen, he was soon lost in
sleep, dreaming of the horrors of the day, and
very possibly of Andrea Bt Aubert.
Faithful to his charge; the African awakened |
liis master at the time’ designated. Captain
Wilson was seated near him, repairing his rifle,
which had been somewhat injured in the fizht.
« Ethington had already made him acquainted
with the' strange appointment, and asked his
werviees, which were offered with that genuine,
though rough cordiality, which characterized the
honest Kentuckian. .
Provided with proper arms, they now repair-
¢d to the spot indicated by Wikeff. They stood

ETHINGTON walked slowly towards the

by ‘the waters of the San Jacinto—waters which

that day. Occasionally there floated past them
some mournful remnants of the fight-—a hat, a
cap, some fragment of a garment, and ahlori a
lifeless body. While Ethington gazed upor thé
inanimate clay, as it was being borne onward by
the current, he asked himself if it had everens
hrined an immortal soul, and if so, what was

the fate of that soul? He turned from it mth ’
R

a sigh, remarking : i
-« How many that foared death ag the greates
evil, have found it since the sun orossed- the
meridian ; while I, who have regarded it 'as ¥
friend that comes to hush up the zorrows of ‘the
foverish heart, have been spared. Strange that
the bolts of death should pass me by, and spend -
their force upon others. Inserutable aré the
ways of Providence.” ‘ L
The moon was looking down upen the tiver
with & tranquil light. The hour seemed too
quiet for bloodshed, and was better suited to
meditation and sericus thought, than to the busi-
ness which had called our hero and his fidend to

the spot.

had quenched the flame of more than" one life

£

Wikoff did not make his - appearance;-‘and




£ faulf with the weapons which the ranger had
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. Ethington paced slowly up and down awaiting
' bim, while Wilson seated himself beneath an oak,
thmkmg, doubtless of Marianna Lee. At the
expl_mtlon of half an hour, the figure of a man
emerged cautiously from the copse of trees. It
was Wikoff. He appearcd disappointed when
\ he saw Ethington, and stood irresolute ; but the
keen eyes of the ranger were fixed upon him,
“and he instantly signified that they were await-
ing‘him.
*  **Bo you have survived the conflict?’ said
. Wikoff, approaching Fthington.
b My Ppresence seems to justify that conclu-
‘sion,’ replied the latter, coldly.
¢ It strikes me that you didn’t expeet to see
lum,’ observed the captain.

© % No matter what I expected,” returned |

i Wikoff. “I am here, and ready to proceed.

- Have you brought weapons T’

oo I have,” answered Wilson, * What dis-

tance do you propose > v
“ Twelve paces,”” said Wikoff,
** Arrange it as you will,” added Ethington.
*¢ It makes no difforence to me.””
» The Kentuckia now paced off the ground.
. $.9On which side do you intend to place me P’
aﬁkeji Wikoff.
" ¢ Upon that nearcst the river,”
Tanger. . , :
¢ And is that a speelmen of your fairness?
mtest against it, for my adversary will have

; all the advantage of the light. No, sir, T will

not stand uap to be shot in t.hat way. Measure
the ground ir another direction, or let me have
_ tho,other sjde "’ exclaimed Wikoff, with & scowl
of ﬂl&approbatmn -

.+ ¢ Don’t show too much of the snappin’ turtle,”
gaid Wllson, briefly.

g You had better comply with his wishes,”
suggested Walter. The ground was now meas-
wred off according to the directions of Wikoff,
and the parties. took. their places.  Wikoff found

replied the

‘brovight, and concluded to wse his own; and
. #his was also agresd to by Ethington. Wilson

was to count three, and the word three wad to |,
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Ethington appeared as calm as usual and e
trayed no anxiety for the rosult. He had be-
beld a1l the preparations unmoved, and in fact
with total indifference. Not so with Wlkoﬁ'
his cheeks which were flushed when he fivst g
peared, were now pale to ghustliness ; whileI;
sickly and sinister smile rested upon hig Lips,

in the expression of his whole visage. Thousl
his arm did not shake when he took his stan%l

and the weapons were placod in his hands, b
was evidently suffering from gome emoiion, anz- -
ioty or fear.

“* Now, gentlemen, do not fire until T have
pronounced the word thres,” said Wilson, tak-
ing a position equi-distant from the parties.

‘ Have you any word to leave for Andren S,
Aubert ?” asked Wikoff, in a sneering tono to
Ethington.

¢ Captain Wilson, I am ready,” said W'alter
calmly, ’

< Are you ready, sir ¥'" asked leson, turn-
ing to 'Wikoff.,

“All ready,” responded the latter, with, the
same sinister smile.

‘Then, gentleraen, remember the directions,

and fire. after the word three, for T wany this
thing to be done fair, and in o way that wouldn't |

disgrace Old Kentuck itself.®

Wilson paused a moment, looked steadlly at
the parties to see how they bore themselves;
and then proceeded, apparently well satisfed
with the deportment of Ethington.

¢ Gentlemen, I shall now gne you the word
¢ One ) 1444 ,

tures or attitude of Walter ; but his antagonist
fully.

« Two I

Instantly Wikoff ﬁ.red m defiance of all the’
rules of honor, before the word three had been
spoken. Ethington’s atm fell to, his side, the
pistol dropped from his grasp, he tottered a step
and ssnk to the ground. .

With a hasty imprecation upon Wﬁmﬂ' who

be the signal to ﬁre,

turned and fled, the ranger ran to his f;ugnd and

Demdly hatred and hostility were vividly traced |

 the face of the young lady.

- claimed.

' conidl look to aggure him that it was the same

There wag no change percept:ble in the for B
grew paler, if possible, and smiled more. fnght-

© fizst glance, and though he could nat but ac-

* for your recovery,” said Merianna.
" Augustus Henrie, 2 cousiat" of mine ; who,
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raised him from the jearth. Walter looked up
into the face of the Kentuckian, smiled sweetly,
and immediately beeame unconscious. Wilson

took him in his arms, and bore him swiftly to-|

wards the Tezan encampment, where 8 surgeon
was hastily summoned.

When Fthington’s mind regained something
of ita former lneidity, he found himself in a dark-
ened room, lying upon a comfortable bed. He
heard soft footsteps and whispéred words, like
those breathed in the chamber of the sick. A
young Jady was seated mear his bedside, whom,
upon closer scmtmy, be diseovered to be Marian-
ma.  Our herdWas conscious of being very weak,
and was sensible that he must have hbeen very
ill. He glanced silently -about the apartment
once more, hiat saw no familiar object, thh the
exception of the maiden.

« Marianna ¥’ he said, in a foeble voice.

Instantly a gleam of satisfaction passed over

“Then you remember me, at last !’ she ex-
“T am glad to see your conaciousness
returning. Yeu have been very ill,‘ and we
have sometimes despaired of your life.”

« And I'am indebted to you for much - -good
nursmg, and probably my life,”’ he added.

Marisnna was about to meke 2 reply, ‘when
the deor was opened, and a youth entered with
light and noiseless footsteps. It needed no se-

'that he had seen with Ridgley, though dréssed
in difforent style. Fe now wore a black frock,

and pants, of fine fabrie, and which fitted very ‘

neatly to his person, and became ‘him well ;- and
together with a Yight buff vest, silk neck tie, and
Byron collar; all adjusted with a graceful negli-
gence, gave him rather a dandyish appearance.
Walter was prejudiced against the lad at the

Inowledge that he was very good looking, he
tu.rned his eyes from him, mentally resolvmg to
potice him as little as common courtesy would
Posmbly allow.
* ¢ T this kind youth you are much indebted
“Tt is

though he has his eeeentnext:gs, isa very exy
collent lad at heart. I assurd you, Mr. Etbmge
ton, his attentions have been um‘emlttmg '
Ethington reluctantly turned his eyea m vards
the youth again. ‘ Co
“Y am very much obhged to you, my youn,
friend, T am sure, and hope I may ‘ho permitteds
to acknowledge the kindness in a more substm
tial way,”” he said, with considerable effort. .
Augustus Henrie averted his eyes - modasﬂy,

and replied with tolerable grace and assurances: |

+To tell the truth, sir (which they say. midsb §
not be spoken at all times), I have done. buta]
very little to contribute towards your TecOvery
or happiness ; and to my fa;lr cousin; Mammﬂn
you owe all your than '
Walter fixed hiz gaze once more upon the!
large, dreamy eyes of Augustus, and- determm
ed yet again not to like him.
« T evidently owe a debt of. gra.txﬁude to amn
person or persons, and I am content to- pay the
larger share to ‘Marianna. Wil that iio, m ;
lad - '
" «T am eontent,” rephed Augusms
how is this? I did not expeet to find: you l‘iﬁ
tional. . It gives me grea,t plea.sure w see:
thus.”” ‘

“ How long have I been i ?” asked Ethnfg-
ton, turging to Marianna. - :

4« The battle of Ban Jacinto was: fonghhthm
days ago,” she replied. . . -

¢ Tt has not seemed as many hom's

danger.”’

“Have I talked very wildly?” he asked,
anxiously.

“You have talked conziderably, a.n(i that ]
question reminds me of what the physician told. §
me ; that T must not permit you to talk much if

now enforce ohedience.”
«¢T ghall endeavor to submit gracefully,”™. he
replied, with 2 faint smile;  for to telt the‘

truth, I do not feel very strong.”

Augustua now withdrew, snd Walter m

and appeared confised ; but'rallied immediately, |8

o ok

¢ Probably not, which is a very good t]ﬁng, .
as you were not sensible of your suffrings amd 3

you should recover your consciousness, T must |

B
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t0-be aloie again: with. his fair nurse. He
Kod, still smllmg.
T should; like that hoy betber, if he were not
ﬁipplﬁh )
N He s a pood-hearted creature,”
favianng ; “ and I hope. you will: become very
r&mmlm” F
nﬂthingt.nn now: mllun:ed about Captain Wl].'-
i, andiloarned: that be had been wounded, by
fo.shot: from an;- unknown  marksman ; and that
jthe! faithful Felix was unremitting in his atten.

-Marignna. wonld. allow. him to. agk no. more
acstibng; and. he was; foreed to content: himself
ithewhet nformation he lad gained. Wearied

by the ¢xertion of- talking, he: sank into a re-

oshing sleep; the first he had experienced for|

ral-days.. He. awoke in. the: course of the
dng: night; and:saye: Augustus, Wa,tehlhg be-
de bhim. He took: 'some’ medicine 'from - his
pthful athendant, and: did not awake again
14 s.pagr:maming,wwhen the _youthf was; still
Ethington cbserved him for a moment through

e Half shut lids.  Hb was. sitting . by a.small

&m:tli his etbow. upon it, and his forehead
piy em,.tha palm;of his hand. . His. features
regnlar, gquite pale, though very comely to

‘Deégpite the antipathy which. Ethington. had
ken to Augustus, he was ‘candid’ enough to’
mit theére was something interesting and at-

l‘eplied |

tractive about ‘him, which ,gnder other circum-
stances might hive won. his, friendship ; but he
could not forget that he had.twice.seen him with

Ridgley. Walter’s heart accused him. of ingrat.,

itude., Had not this- youth hefriended lim,
and passed many sleepless hours by his eonch of
sufforing? He resolved to conquer his. pre-
jndice.

Tn a kindly: voice he urged the bay to retire,
or allow Felix to take, his place, Augustus

assured him that he felt no weariness, but if he -

preferrrd the society of his colored servant, he
would lesve him. Kthington. angwaered that ho
must. be sadly in want of sleep, and. under the
circumstances: he showld prefer Felix. The.
youth withdvew, and: as his light.and symmetri.

cal figure disappeared, Walter. sighed and felt.

that he was ungrateful to the kind a.nd - umpre-
suming lad.
Felix manifested: unfelgned Joy. at the pros-

peet of his master’s recovery, whick he. had -

hitherto despaired of, and declared.his fixed in-
tention of punishing Captain Wilson for leading
him into danger. He said- he-should * ’spress
hisself freely on _that subjeck, and teach Massa
Keatuck to. promulgate,” in 2 different direc-
tion. '

Hihington now. learned, with much satisfac-
tion, of the ‘eapture. of Sonta Anns, . PFelix-
described very minutely his appearance, and the’

interview: with General Houston, in whieh, he
styled himself, in the true spirit.of arrogance,
the * Napoleon of the West.”

'CHAPTER VII.

WIEOF¥

TI‘ME passed on. April came with its

showers and sunshine.. It was a warm,
dear day ; the sun had passed the meridian.
A man was standing upon the east bank of the
Nueces river, looking thoughtfully into  the
water. Just above him, on the right, was a
thick chapparel, and below was s broad strip
of bottom-land or interval, _

He turned slowly and walked towar&s the
latter, and approaching the water, commenced
washing out his rifle.  While he was thus eny
ployed, another person appeared at the extremi-
ty of the bottom-land, and after scrutinizing him
for a fow seconds, advanced, though not without
some hegitation,

‘ Washing ount your shootin’ iron 7’ he ob-
terved, when within a few ya.rds of the individual
first mentioned.

“ Yes,” rephed the party addressed, gruﬂiy
“It don’t requu'e much penetratlon to see
that' ,’

“ think:I shall follow your examplé,” added
the other, nothing dauntéd by the very courte-
ous reply. ‘ _

AND

squinting vather comically.:

COGEWELL.

“ Ag you Wd.l there is plenty of wa.tex :

B0 it would seem,” replied the new-cdmer, 1]
somewhat testily ; and fmmediately” sot about
cleansing his rifle.

The other party completed hns task; and mt-'
ting down upon the grass, obser\red the Bﬁranger
with considerable interest. -

« Perhaps you belong to the R&ngérs?" he: §
remarked, at length.

¢ Perhaps T don’t,” was the brief rejom&ei'

“Did you fight at S8an Jacinte 1" o

“T can’t say that T did pa.rtleulm'ly I look
out for number one, principally.”

“That's the rulé T go upon, and T ﬁﬁd it ¥
works very well. I hope you wont be oﬁ'en&éd‘ .
if T ask your name ?”

“You seemed to be rather short w:th me Jhstr
now, but I don’t mind telling you- mynaiﬂe

T am ealled Cogswell.”

“ A very good nante, I am sure. d mtnm’
for your politeness, I “would zay- t;haﬁ my:’mnmi

is Wikoff.” vl g
¢t Rather interesting news,” said’Cogiwhll, .
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.'Wlkoﬁ' smiled, and asked if he had been long
fin that part of the country. Gogswell replied
- that be had not. )

“Tt appears somewhat singular,” added
Wikoff; “that you do not take part in the
struggle now going on between the Texans and
the Mexicans ¥’ .

I have business enough of my own to at-

 tend to,”” answered Cogswell, with a scowl.

‘ Some enemy to punish, or possibly some

| fair girl to woo,” replied Wikoff, lightly, at the
4ame time watching the ecuntenance of Cogs-
well with the greatest interest.

- 'With a quiet smile of satisfaction he saw the

' blood rush tumultuously to his face, and knew

‘ thut he had touched the right chord at last.

* Btranger, you seem to be rather inquisitive,
but i ‘in your last remark you wasn’t far from the
ruth. I Zave an encmy to punish, and there

8 fair maiden I would win.”

e SpoLen like a brave fellow and a true

man ! exclaimed Wikoff, with warmth. I

peredgive that, you, are made of the right kind of

1 see plainly that we are destined to

1 good friends, and who knows but we

ay"be of mutual service to each other ; for 1
alao have an enelny to puplsh

o Gma us your  bread-tiook 1”* said Cogswe]l
‘with some enthusiasm. * You're a smart chap,
am; we shall get on well together.”

‘% Very happy to make your sequaintance.
Our, meoting appears to be quite providentisl.
I am glad you do not, belong to the Rangers.”

2451 hate the Rnngers and. the eaptain more
than all.”
;o Kguess your.secret he’s your rival, doubt-
lw?” ) -
“T own 1 up to the c‘uarge, responded Gogs-
well. -

o5 Now t]:us is & very smgular coincidence, sir,

- for the man whom I can endure least of all men |

living,: alsd belongs to the Rangors, or at least
heiis: with them.  The eaptain’s name is Wilson,
I believe ?” ‘
s ‘-'! It ls t,

"« T have met hlm,” eontlmed Wlkoﬁ‘

“ He’s much attached to a harum searum
fellow, gometimes called the ¢Texan Bravo,’
but whose name I think is Ethington.”

“*¢ That’s my man,” added Wikoff, 'contljact-
ing his brows fiercely.

“ He was wounded in a duel; I heard, and
came near dying. Perhaps you're the chap
that drew trigger upon him ¥

I have no wish to deny it. - I only regret
that my aim was not better. 8it down here,

en; her name was Andrea St. Awbert. A
favorable opportunity offered and 1 declared my
passion. - The result you have doubtless antici-

saw her with a young gentleman. I inquired
his name, and was told that it was Walter
Ethington, a favorad lover. This information
filled me with indignation, and I resolved to
break up the engagement in a way that would
be deeply humiliating to both, more eapeeially
to Eihington. I accordingly set my wits at
work, and succeeded as well as I could have
wished. The pm'ticuiars of the plot, by which T
accomplished my purpose, I will not at this time
divulge. Griéved and mortified at the supposed

Mexico.

some measure subsided, ¥ again ventured to re-
new the old subject, and was more decidedly
rejected than before. Soon- after this event she
suddenly disappesred, and it was rumored that
she had gone to visit an unele residing in Fexss.

came hither, resolved that if I oqulﬂ not suc-
oeed in winnig her affections, to b’ near to

lover.” 7
“¢ And perhaps do more than that,’f added
Cogswell.

I eannot tolerat;e hin——he is a serpent in my

pat.h ¥ would plane my heel upon, him . and
destroy him.”? C

and T will speak plainly. T once loved a maid- _

pated. I was rejected. A short time after, I.

perfidy of Andrea, Ethington came to Texasand .
joined in the struggle against the dletator of

“ When the syrprise ‘of "Miss Aubert had n

Determined to carry my point, I immediately N

prevent any expla.natlon between her -and her

** That is true I would,” rephed Wikoff.
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“ There is every chance for you to do so,
answered Cogswell. ¢ The Rangers are en-
camped only a couple of miles below here, and
he is with them. Tt would be easy to surprise
him in his walks, and—-"’

- T understand ; but there is a colored fellow

" with him, who searcely ever leaves him, and it

would be more difficult to deal with him than
with his master.”
‘“Berve him the same way,” said Gagswell
“ And what will you do with Captain Wil-
gon' !’ asked Wikoff.
¢ Just what you would do with Ethington, if
you had kim in your power. Have you found
this Migs St. Aubert yet ¢’
Wikoff hesitated a moment, and then an-
swered :
i 41 have veason to suppose that T have; but
T will not speak of the subject at this time, for
reazons of my own. If Thave found her, I will

<keep my own secret, for the present.  And now
let us devise some method of carrying out our
mutual wishes in regard t6 these two men, whom
we consider our enemies.”’

To thiz proposal Cogswell readily assented ;
the two then proceeded to plan a anarious
scheme for the destruction of Ethington and
Wilson. - The conversation continued for a long
time. The parties came to o very good under-
standing, and appeared mutually pleased with
each other. But Wikoff was evidently the
shrewdest of the two ; he had the deepest knowl-
edge of human nature, and sufficient skill to
malce a mere tool of Cogawell.

When everything had been talked over and
arranged in regard to their fature proceedings,
they walked towards the spot where the Texan
Rangers were encamped.

.. It will be well for us to remark in this place,
that. after the capture of Santa Anna, most of
the Mexican forces had withdrawn to the west
side of the Rio Grande; but quietness and or-
der was by no means resbm;ed to the frontiers
of the Lone Star. Bexar was still harassed by
ma.ra.udmg parties of the enemy, and by lawless
banditti, who carried on a kind of guerrilla war-

 fare, to.the great annoyance of the inhabitants.

The Rangers had accordingly been stativn

there to punish offenders, and preserve: peibe
and order. It will be seen by the fbregomg
that our hero had recovered from his woumds,
and had accompanied the party to whoin he had]
becoine attached, and whose da.ngers he bad
shared at Sen Jacinto. - !

As Wikoff and Cogswell neared: the enca.mjr
ment they advanced with more eantiousness, and ]
when they came within sight of it, concealed]
themselves from observahmn in some musqmt"
[bushes. SRR

It happened. to be the hour on which-the 38
Rangers were wont to parade ; aceordlngfy they i
were formed and went through various evoli-JB
tions ip fine syle, after whnch they pradtisad L
target shooting. x

- Whethor Wikoff and Cogswell did not expe-
rience sensations of shame at Eeemg thosé Grave
men diseiplining themselves in warlike arts, in
order to defend their country and repel tyx‘my,"
we do not know; hut it is certaln thab they
should have felt such emotions, if their souls Yot
retained a single spark of patrmhsm

At a short distanco from ‘the company steod
Bthington, observing their evolutions within-
terest ; and near him. waz the faithful Felix,

“ There,” soid Wikoff, pomt.mg at ﬁie for-
mer, ‘“you behold my eneémy.”’

““ And ¥ must eay that he is not a =ba.ﬂ loﬂk-,
ing man,”” replied Cogswell. ¢ Though'f! like
him not, he:has @ fine figure, & pleasing ‘obuiited
nance, and the reputation of being tashly brivé
qualities which are very llkely to ma,ke huii'»a
dangerous rival.

Wikoff' muttered something mdlsﬁmut]y ife-
tween his teeth, and glanced mdlgnantly at his
new friend.

“You do well to try to get him out of tﬁé _
way, if Andrea St. Aubert is inclined t.o love §
him,”" added Cogswell. ]

Wikoff bit his lip and remained moodily sijent. §
The former resnmed ; ]
*That straight, independent looking fellow .
is the captain of the Rangers. He isas hateful
to my sight asthe ‘Texan Bravo oan bp o

U g thei
a .

yours. He bears upon. his person & wound of 3

"
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le}lﬂkmg, may . the second one prove more|

deep and.deadly.  And then—"

4 The most difficult part: of -the busmess re-

-aina-to e done,” interrupted Wikoff,

* What is that?” ‘acked Gogswell
/To .win Marianna, Lee.”
Cogswoll sighed he:m]y, and gave utterance
sometling that sounded like an oath; for he
folt.the justoess of the rémark.
AL that moment Felix was observed to leave
aster’s side and walk up the river. He
pesesd. the spot where Wikoff and his ally were

§ « dpneepled, singing a faverite negro melody.

R vl et us follow him,” said Wikoff, and the
worthy pair immediately left their hiding-place,
stid.goted upon the suggestion.’ Felix saunter-
ed on for the distance of half 2 mile, wholly un-

jous ithat this movements were watched.

<3¢ Lot us poize him,”’ added Wikoff.

: Srdgwed,” ppid the other, and both rushed
apon-Folix apd caught him by the arms; he
Mgglﬁﬂ leently, and ghook them off. - Wlkoﬂ'
Jastantly levelled his rifle at the African’s head,
and‘ threatened fo shoot him, if he did net sub-
megbly to:their wishes. Felix looked at
‘ﬂh{ﬁpﬁesenteé xifle with nlarm, and asked what

off. “ Tie lus hands, Cogswell and if he
pedioty, T will shoot him."”

Gogewell took the belt which he wore " ahout

st and. qpproached Foliz. The -latter

“ held. ands, and when the former was

] @mﬁﬁiemly,near, geized him with 3 powerful

: ‘gmsp and instantly thrust his body between
1 :)‘V ik :Wﬂl llllﬂﬂﬁlf

Felix, while he made a.shiald of Cogswell, whe
struggled in vain to free himself from the strong
arms which held him. This demonstration on

the part of the negro put Wikoff in a rage, and

he would gladly have shot him down withayt
-remorse, eould he have done so without danger

to Cogswell but he .eould not, a,nd it was in

vain that he tried.

“ Knock him ovel; the head with the breech

of your rifle; erack his skull!” exclaimed
Cogswell,

< *Hpress yerself; premulgate,” said” Felix,
watching'the movements of Wikoff attentively,

who, resolved to follow Gagswell’s advice, now -
cautionsly approached the negro with his weapon

upf:nsed
The moment came for whick Felix had wmted
he raised his great fist, dashed Cogswell to the

-earth, ynd with 2 shout sprang upon Wikeff

With his left hand he arrested the descending
weapon, and with the other struck a tremendous

blow against the forehead of Wikoff, whe fell
down like an ox that was stricken ‘with a butch-

er's aze. . B
“Co it, white folks! Yah, yah! Heah,
Feak 1! The next moment a, ~ cullnd a.miar-

1 vidooal,” resembling Felix more than any ather

person; was seen running very rapidly towards
the camp of the Texan Rangers.

When Wikoff and Cogswell recovered some-
what from the shock which . '!‘-hey had received,
they ra.lsed themselves s!owl’y upon their elbows
and gazed lugubnously intg--the faces of each
other.

*“ Fire, massa debbil~-go yor death!” eried

'CTIIAPTER VIIL

ANDREA S¥. AUBERT—THE RING.

[EF the reader will consent to'acnampa.ny us to
 San Antonio de Bexar, we will. make him

‘more intiinately acquainted with characters who
* have hitherto been kept in the back ground, or
" onily casually noticed. '

- We are informed upon credible authority that

'~ the only places occupied by a white population

in 1821, weive the Spanish posts of San Antonio,
Nocadoches and Goliad, comprising in all about
three thousand. inhabitints. Not long after, in
consequenee ‘of the inducements held out to set-

~ tlers, there was an exfraordinary influx of em-

igranits from the United States.

Many of those whe sought hoines in the new
éountry earried with them slaves. Mr. Ridgley
was among the -early emigrants from the preat
repiblic. e hbd settled at San Antonio, and
accEmulated o handsome -property by industry

" snd attention to business.

Tt is kaown that in 1882the people pf Texas
formed a State Constitution, and tried to obtain
from the Mexkicen Congress an adniission into
the cotifederacy, as an independent State. The

 refusal resulted in an appeal to arms, and after

that period, San Antonio de Bexar (h@d?but Yt
tle rest and tranquillity ; it was subjeot, to ¢

tinual alarms and invasions from. the. -enemy, 3

and fell into their possession several times.. .,

Mr. Ridgley, having taken an active: park inj
the war poliey, was obliged on several: oceasioits
to seck safety in flight; and bore srma. :

the invaders more than once.

When the enemy were driven out, he mﬁnrg

od to look after his affairs and . repair damagsn

for war always leaves the imprint of his dest
ing hand upon . everything’ whmh fnlIs m
way. ' :
Mr. Rxdgley owned an elegant 'maaawg g.(;
San Antonio, which had miraculously escnped |
destruction during all the “vicissitudes ‘of - the §
sangumary struggle, and we now find him ;6c-]
cnpymg it with his family,

Tt was the cvening of the day suece‘edipg #ho §
events of the last chapter A gentle mpon. and |

bright silvery stars fuminated, the arch of the:

overhanging skies. . Two young :ludies. ware
walking arm in arm in the..garden” atthched %o
Mr. Ridgley’s -establishment. Both .were:a
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LY

B little “above the medium helght well-formed
 and graceful, and bore a striking resemblance
to each other. One was Andres St. Aubert—
eur heroine—and the other, her cousin Rosaliz,
Mr. Ridgley'’s only daughter.
* If I thought,”” said Andrea, looking timidly
&t héf companion, *that T had overstepped the
bounds of maidenly reserve and modesty, I
bould indeed be deoply mortifled.”
“My fair cousin,” replied Rosalia, earnestly,
* highly endowed as you are with good semse
and noble sentiments, it is qmte impossible that
on shéuld or could have dome aught to cause
ou a single sigh of regret or blush of shame.
t i5 said that each one of us has an angel, and
hat he keeps o record of all our worthy actions,
and I am sure there has been something good
accredited to you by his ready pen long hefore
this hour—those very doeds which you are now
. disposed to blush and ery about.”
A tear of gratitude moistened the dark eyes
ff Andrea ; she pressed her friend’s hend in
e qx}énce. ~
’ iﬁﬂa&! T heen’ placed in your circumstances,
g T should" have attempted to do just
Whit ‘yott ‘necomplished ‘s0 nobly. * You have s
; tlenep conviction that there has been a cruel mis-
f’fuiﬁétatmding on the part of-—of—" -
Walter,” ‘added Andrea, softly.
“On’ the part ‘of Walter,” said Rosalia;

resulting from the jealousy ‘or nalice-of some |

PEon anknowh. * -As ‘your conscience aequits

gwihg any real éanse of offence, you have

“folt'it’ yout Quty to be fnendly to him sijll, and

iarit, if ‘possible, the:reason of his- stra,nge de-

"sertion of one so dear a8 you must have been to

hisi” for T believe that fow young gentlemen
‘o6l sed-you without—"*

: 'f“gﬂush‘ Rosal:a‘ don’t ﬂatter me.” said |-

Andron.

* You have learned that he still loves - you,
“thioaghfally of the opinion that you were false
‘téryour professions of attachment. Tn the hour
of your bitter disappointivent, you came hither
t find what nonsolmon’you might in'my-fiend-
:ghip:s thit was not wrong; certainly. -

bert,!” replied the intruder.
the favor to retirea moment, that I may address ‘

SOOn TN
'pdid the maxm.

Texan army with rash daring, seeking death in
the thickest' of the' fight, doing prodigies of
valor, and providentially escaping unharmed o
most ocengions. All that teok place ‘afterward
wag done with my approval, and the consent of
my father, your uncle ; for he said, ‘it wag g

other, should be separated by a trifing misun.
derstanding.” Believing as he does in your in-
nocence, be assured that he is too proud and
noble to compromise you, in any manner what-
ever ; and if the truth were known, hag been
rather severé with Ethington than otherwise.
I am certain that he required your lover to re-
turn and ask your pardon npon his knees.”

““I am sure he ought to,”” replied Andres,
with a smile. ‘

¢ And I predict that he will, when the truth
is known,”’ added Rosalia.

“ Hark I” gaid Andrea. ¥ thought I
heard some one chmbmg over the wall.”,

“ Where ?”’ asked Rosalia.

¢ There—in that du‘nctmn,
drea,

s Lot ud walk towalds the spot » gaid the
other. - '
- **No let us retire to the house, regomed her
cougin ; but Rosalia drew her along with gentle
foree towag,'ds the gpot indicated.
"+ Don’t be alarmed, fair ladies,”

answered An-

- gaid a voice,

¢« Pardon this intrusion.” The figure of 2 tall

man emerged from the shrubbery which grew by
the wall, and stood- before the two girls, He
lifted his hat and bowed very low.

“# Come away,”

'compamon

* What is your wish, sir?” a‘sked Rosalm
« o speak a few words with Miss St. Au-

her alone 3’
she -would keep fromme. . If yon have aught to

say, speak on, or leave w instantly.”
“ You are pleased to be severe with me,

saftor you! ledrned, Ty - vanous ways and Inednb,

-

that  your false lover was here, fighting in the

pity that two young persons who loved each

a8 best T might.

. ither to spmk of it.
' adieu forever.”

whispered Andréa -to her .

4 Will you do:me

. % Na, sir, I will'not; she hasno aeerats that ,
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«Do you know this rude. person ¥ asked
Rosalia, turmug to Andrea.
« His voice sounds familiar. I should sny

 that T bad * met him somewhere ; but if so0, I
" have no desive to renew the acquaintance,”

re-
plied Andrea, with a slight shudder.
« You hear what Miss St. Avhert says,” add-

.ol Rosaliz, firmly. :

«T do,”” returned Wikoff, thh another bow.
#T once presumed to apeak to Miss Bt. Aubert
on & certain subject. She was pleased to dis-
couragd my hopes, and I submitted to my fate
Since that time I have strag-
gled with my . unhappy passion, and I trust I
shall overcome it ; ab least’ I shall trouble her
no more with the reeital of my love ; it worc a
useless task, and painful withal, and T came not
I have come to bid her

AT i3 Wikoff'!” exelaimed . Andrea, trem-
blmg v1olently

“Yes, it is that unhappy -man,” sighed
Wikoff. ¢ Suffer me t¢ kneel but one moment
ab your feet—to press your hand once more to
my lips, and then you will be spared the pain
of seeing me ag.zin in this world of vicissitude

. and Sl]ffb!‘lllﬂ'

While Wikoff was spcakmg, he .advanced

' quxckly, canght the hand of Andrea and sank
~upon his knees, pressed it hastily to his hps,

and seemed loth to relinguish it.

(o, sir, go 1"’ cried Andrea, muich disturb-
éd at this anlooked for demonstration, ** Leate
me, I entreat of you, and let me never behold
you again ; your presence makes me miserable ;
I cannet be happy near you.”!

Wikoff released hér hand, and arose from hlS
humhle posture, while our hercine clung ner-
vously to Rosalia for support.

“ Duty to God and to you, Miss St. Auhert,

prompts me to say a few words more before T
- tear myself from your presence forever.
~ i%a certain person—I will not speak his name

There

in your pure ears-—once’ favored with some por-
tion of your regard, who now vilifies your name,
and speaks it and causes it to be spoken where
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of Andrea St. Aukert cdoupled with the rude
jest and ribald song in yonder camp, ‘and my ‘
blood has boiled to punish the villain.”

- ¢ You mean| Walter Ethington !” cried An- |
drea, in tones of real 'mgmsh “Yon épeak' B
falsely-—it cannot be—it is not his nature.’”

“ Ales,” added Wikoff, eolemnly, * how
prone is the trusting heart to deception. * Far
be it from me to disturb your tranquillity of
mind, or trample upon the hopes which you still
fondly cherish. Time will test my friendship
and truth, though it cannot heal the wounds of
» broken heart. I could have wished, and have
wished, and do wish that this man whom you
have deigned to love, were morg deserving -of
your affections. e deserted you basely—most |
basely—and seomed ingensible of the imppmess k
of being heloved by an angel.” RS .

Wikoff paused, passed his hand emdderﬂy G |
across his eyos, and then added, still more im-
pressively : i

“ Had this ymmw man been worthy at‘ you, .
T could have resigned all hope-of. wmnmg your
affections with half the internal #trifé it is cost
ing me ; but let that pass ; the ways of Heaven
are inserutable. . Peerless Andres, idol of my
soul | T bid you adiew.”

Wikoff bowed once more, and tummg qulck-

ly, dlsappcared from view.
- ¢ Courage,”” said Rosalia, supportmg Andrea, :
who was nearly unconscious, so much had she 3
been agitated by this strange scene.
gone-—we are alone.”

¢« Forgive this weakness,”

siid Andrea. §
¢ The sight of that man always makes me mis-

erable. T instinctively ghrink from him; he
temﬁes me ; he is evil; I know it by mtm—
tion.’

The young ladies now walked sglowly tow.n'ds
tle house, Rogalia striving to re-assure and
comfort her friond with gentle and hopoeful ¥
words. Soon after entering the parlor, Andréa
discovered that a ving which she had worn upon
the third finger of her left hand, was no longer’
theve. She communicated the fact to Rosalia,
remarking that it was the only article in her

it should not be heard. I have heard the name | possession which had belonged to Ethington.

““Heo han 1R



‘« Wikoff took -your left hand,” saxd Rosalia.

“ And he has taken the ring,” replied An-
drea; “for I had it. upon my- finger when I
_went into the garden.”?

In this opinion, Miss Rldgley fully concwrred ;
‘sha had obgerved that the ring wag rather large.
ond. eould ‘easily be slipped off. 'This ciroum-
stance ganged -our heroine much pain, for she
highly: valued the ring, snd knew not what use
- : Wikoff might make of it ; and indeed she was
,qat # little vexed st his presumptlon in daring

8 . - to possess himself of it in such a manner.

.. .¥Vhile she was refigoting npon this subjest,
Mr . Ridgley mede his appearance, bringing
news. of cons:dembla importance.  He. had
-heaxd that there were a large number of Mexi-
.ans, , Bitting .up.and. down the Nueces river,
watching for an pppertanity to plunder 8an
-.Antomo de-Bexgr,
. % Bat the Texan ngers are encampod near
us;” said Rosalia. * Are they not suﬂiemntly
stioniz to. defond the plae ¥’ -
~74¢ Fliey are but-a handful of men, although
“heir umber has been doubled sinco the battle
of Bwi Jacinto, snd the enemy are said to ex-
rooed ‘them . - greatly numerigally—two to one, at
" Ipest,” veplied Ridgley. ** They are stimulated
~hy the:hope-of - plunder, and will fight better,
probably, than Mexicans ave wont without this
Jpowerful incentive. I had hoped that since the
: demwe affair of San Jacinto, we should have

L4 |
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peace ; but it would seem . that we are doomeq
to dtsappomtment We hive now to deal with
what appears & lawless banditti, having no other
aim than bloodshed and indiscriminate plun:
der.”

“ We must trust inthe Rangers, my des
unele,”’ said Andrea.

“ And in God,” added Ridgloy, solemnly,

“ Waa it not stipulated by Santa Anng, thy

‘all his forces should withdraw to the wast sids .

of the Rio Grande ! asked Rosalia,

“It wos ; and the promise has been ing
mepslre fulfilled ; but those who are now -hov.
ering about Bexar, like hungry wolves, can
little for stipulafions and agréements ; - they

know no Inw but. their own wills. They respect §
no governments, either human or divine, and

their masters are their own wnrestrained desires,
If they wonld come out and attack wus boldly,
we should fear them but little, and have no
great difficulty in defending our own ; tuf they

will watch their time and fall upon us llke‘

thieves in the night,” .

“Ta the daunger then so great 7 coutmueﬁ
Rosalia.

*I would not alam you unnocessarily, lmh
loove you to draw your own inferences fwm
what I have stated:”’

Soon after this convarsation the famlly vetired,
cach unusually thaughtfu] and anxious for the
future.

CHAPTER IX.

AN UNEXPECTED EVENT-—OUR HERQ A PRIBONER. . ¢ e

WALTER ETHINGTON was consider-

ably surprised when Felix retarned and
rdlated. his adventure with Wikoff and Cogs-

_woll, whom he described as aceurately as possi-

ble; and our hero was not much at a loss to

determine who they were, and the object they’

had in view. Some portion of Walter’s mis-

anthropy had worn off, and he wus heartily g elad
" that hisfaithful friend had sscapedl so well. He

strongly adﬂsed him to be careful in his future
walks, always to go armed, and never venture
vt of sight of the camp. He reqiested Felix
to relate the affair to Captain Wilson, and both
sgreed that Cogewell and Wikoff must  have
been the parties concerned, and that some mis-

' chief was evidently in progress, which it was

thoir duty to guard against by every rational
means. .

“Bothy of them have sought to take our
lives,” said Wilson, ““in an underhanded and

_womanly way. Cogswell was, no doubt, the

unseen Vllnarksman who wounded me. after -the
battle of San Jacinto, and Wikoff acted the

| | coward .dnd the - assassin by firing before the

word was given; o pircumstance which canie
near proving fatal to you. I do not. believe.the -
story, of his being a successful rival.....Jf, Kis
suit had prospercd with Andrea St. Aubert,
why should he be here, and why wish to destroy
you? Depend upon it, he is-a d.tsa.ppomted‘
man ; for suecess does not. produce revengeful
E'eelmn's
anna did not favor him so much as she did:me. §
He perceived that he was losing ground; snd
that I was rising in the esteem of Maxianna in !
proportion. You know the result;. he has

sought my life ever smce with as much. zaal 25 3
Saul sought the life of David. Now. thea&mwo ) E

fellows — Cogswell and Wikoff—are equally §
mated; -they are both consummate villains, ‘and
it is our duty to keep our cyes open and not let
them have it all their own way.”

“T coineide with you in mueh that you have 8

gaid,”” replied Walter. :

“It’s my settled conviction,” added Wllsgm,
“ that this person who oalls himself. Wikefs, is
the canse of all your misfortunes, - If time
proves mehwrong, then I will give up. xﬂl dlmms
to being an alligator from Ond Kentu.e S

Lok at the ease of. Cogewell ;- Mari-



~ Bt. Aubers?”

B - I like your master, Felix, and wish to make

E:
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C me.”

- anudder feller, I blieve, and dey ’peared
. mighty fond ob each udder, cried and kissed

" your phelin, heah, heah' " and Felix left the

s

** You mean well, Captain Wilson,”” answered

| Ethington, but he added with a faiut smile, and-
. extending his hand to the captain, * we will:

continua the subject at another time.”
* Felix,”” snid the Taiter, when Ethington had
walked away. o
¢ Here ’s dis nigger,” said Fehx
Do you know what caused this fatal mis-
vuderstanding between your master and Mlss

 Yeg, sare, I do’sen’t know,”’ rephed Felix,

gravely.

him mhore happy, if possible. If you know
anything about this affair, don’t be afraid to tell

- "I'wouldn’t be safe, massa cap’en.”
‘¢ Nonsenee, speak out.”
* He cotched her walking in de garden wid

‘when dey parted.”
oRyell, go on, Felix.” .
* Dat’s-all, magsa Kenhml:, couldn’t’ Bpress
smyself more “tickerly on that subjeck.”
Eg‘“ So that eaused all the mlsehief g
1.0 course.” '
: ““Yes, sare.”
04 Go to'the d——1.” .. 4
«#D'se jest a gwine. I’ll take yer: compli-
-ments along. Yah, yah! Heah, heak!
~“You're a great nigger, Felix,” added the
‘eaptain, good naturedly. * You're worth your
‘weight ingold.”
¢ Glo it, massa Kentuck, promulgate *spress

 eaptain, ot 2 little *flattered by his offhand
_étfwirgh rather dubious compliments.-
- The Texan Rangers were encamped but a

;ma distance from San Antonio, and late on|.

the evening of the following day Bthington
‘walked inte the town. As 'he passed from
stroot to street, his thoughts recurred to th

pust; ‘ore especially to his-recent adventures in
“the'land of .the' ** Lone Star,” his various extra-
“grdinary escapes, and’ the kmdness ‘whi¢h he had
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He recollected the features of the gentle M.

who, with the former, had watched over hin
in hours of pain and uneonsciousness,

The antipathy which he had fel towards the

parted with him at Mr. Lee’s; but he was still
inclined to look upon Mim as a vain, effemingte
lad, who would never attain to-any great de.
gree of manliness, and who was more fitted by
nature to the employments of the other sex thay
those of his own.

The reason of this will be more apparent
when it is aunounced that our hero had always
entertained 4 supreme’ contempt for effeminate
youngsters, and dandyism in general ; but we
will not do him the injustice to lose sight of the
fact that Walter—despite all his previous preje
dices—wag really attracted towards Augustus,
and if he did not absolutely like him, he at
least pitied what he considered his want
manlier qualities, and now when separated from
him, felt the loss of his society sensibly, much
‘more than he eould have anticipated. '

unheeded. The night had boen made pleasant
by a bright moon,. but of a sudden dark clouds:
rolled up into the skies and obseured its beauty.
" But Walter was conscious of no change in
the surrounding eloments; looking *intently
within he had not observed the changes going
on without. Having no desire for human com-
panionship, he seated himself jupon a benchina
sort of square or plaza, near the centre of the
town. The place was quiet and the solitude
ploased him. . The stillness of the spot and the
pensive choracter of his meditations soon- had

the misty land of dreams. -

He was awakened at length by the dlscharge
of fire-arms, and loud and continued shouting.
He sprang to his feet, at o loss, for a. moment,
to account for what he heard’; then the sharp
crack of the Toxan rifles reached his ears, and
he divined at -once that the town “had been at-
tacked by Mexzican banditti, - ‘

recewed on seveml occasions frord strangers

- The confusion, and firjing, and. outenes, rapxd-

anna, and of the strange lad, Augustis Henrie,.

youth, in a measure subgided before he hed-
shrieks and eries for assistance, proceeding from

“sw lights flashing from the windows, heard
' yoices, and the sound of rapid footsteps within.

‘open door, was the work of a moment.

female in his arms ; and a3 the latter struggled

While Ethington thus mused, time,ﬂew on-

their effect, and in a little time Walter was in
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Jy inoreased. - Guided by the sounds, Fthing.
ton hurried towards the scene of tumiilt, In
leaving the camp he bad not meglected to take
pis pistols, and he now congratulated himself
that he bad done so.

While he was dashing up one of the principal
strests to mingle with the combatants, he heard

a dwelling which he was passing. He paused,

To run through the open gate and enter the
With-
out hesitation he mounted the stairs, still direct-
ed by the outeries, and the noise of the struggle
which was evidently going on sbove. Passing
through. & dimly lighted chamber, he entered
one perfectly dark. As he crossed the thresh-
old, the light from the adjoining apartment
foil upon the figure of a tall man bearing a

to regain her liberty and cried for-help, it fur-

nished sufficient proof that all was not right.
Ethmgto‘El therefore coolly knocked the man
down with the buté of a pistol, and caught the
female from his armg, The instant the aggressor
foll to the floor, another party darted from the
room, and ran .hastﬁy down stairs.

Walter bore his now nearly unconscious bur-
den to the light. He looked unto her face ; her
eyes met his, she uttered o faint ery and became
insensible ; it was Andrea St. Aubert.

“ Strange fatality !’ exclaimed Walter, gaz
ing fixedly at the- fair object once so preatly
beloved. - ¢ Unhappy cbamse tha.t. brings us
again ‘together.” )

Heavy, hurried steps were now heard upon
the stairs, and Ridgley dashed into the chamber,
considerably excited, and judging from his dis-
ordered dress, fresh from a seuffle of some kind.
Ho paused suddenly when he beheld Ethington
and seemed confounded. ‘

" OQurhero was the first to recover himself.

. T helieve I wasin time to be of someservice
to thxs young lady,” he. stammered. “ What
mesng this confusion? What bas ha;;pened b
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placing Miss St. Aubert, who now showed signs

of returning animation, in an easy chair.

I thank you in the name of Andres,’" re-

plied Ridgley. ¢ Where is Rosalia ¢

# I-have seen no other female,” said Bthing--
ton. At that instant there was a great crash

inthe mextroom. Ridgley caught the lamp.- |
from the tablé and ran in. The canse of ql'.he‘c j
nolse wassoon discovered ; the man whom Wal- .

ter had knocked down, had récovered his sensea 3.
and made his escape by leaping through the

apartment unharmed, though very much terrified. . j :
She, regained her courage instantly upon secing.
ber father, and hastened to minister to Andrea.
¢The danger hos passed, I believe, of whats:
ever nature it might have been,” said the young,.
man. - ‘I hear the sound of coriflict near us
and 1 W]ll therefore hasten to join my brave
panions.” )
"+ Qur house has been essailed by ruﬁans,
replied Rldgley “You have rendered. me an
important service, which I shall be. sure to:re-
member. 'The object of this attack I: scateel
know, for I have not yet had time to'eolleet :
thoughts.”” o
Without trusting hlmself to looli”' R ab
Andrea, Ethington descended ' the stai The
door waa still open s he had found it, but upon,
the steps lay the body of aman, apparently
desd. Walter bent over him, looked at the
face, and felt quite sure that it was Wikoff; but.
wishing to be quite certain’ of his m‘lenf.lty, he
enteted the parlor where a ]amp was burning;.

| and retirning with it, examined the features. :

He was correct in his first impressions ; it
was indeed Wikoff. . One hand lay across his: I
breast, and upon tllie fourth finger sparkled a, §

the lamp fell upon it.

rosted upon the ornament, for he recognized it; §
he had once given it to Miss St. Aubert. ‘How .
; h : ngerofthis men ? was. t»ha; ]

he asked, atill confused and- emharrassed and

@

window. Rosalia had fainted at the moment of - .1 !
Walter’s appearance, and was found in the. §

ring with upcommon brilliancy, as the rays of : ]
Ethington could not re-
‘| press.an exclamation - of surprise, as his. eyes: |



g ownhand.”

: ~¥fikoff?s- chest heaved cdn\'vulsively, and he
®  gavésigns-of returninglife. Walter dashed the
" lanip upen the ground with a.muttered impre-
B cetion, and mtila frowmng brow walked hastily
g from tho upot. '
g Pei‘kaps,” bo said, * he recelved the wounds
-2 ugﬁmhxm porson in defenee of Andrea ; perhaps
& shaplaced that ring wpon' his finger with her
3 ‘And the thought nearly madden-
. ohim, ' ‘

* It is a-singular fact that lovers always Jook at’

i the dark kide of the picture, and that which is
: réally the most unreasonable, appears the most
' ressonsble’ to their distorted fancies. There
.Were other inferences which Ethington might
haive deawn upon finding Wikoff in that vieinity,

badly’ and. ‘porhaps fatally wounded;, but his |

wifiid; moﬂndly active in conjuring: up images to
mﬁks hitiself miserable, was satisfied ' with. its
ﬁrst#ednelumons and ‘80 made’ no effort to ex-
plq.m the. matter in any other way.

Peoling: niore wretched and tired of the world
than tie had for & long time before, he hastened

thie' gpot- where the firing and shouting were
still tieard: He w33 soon smong' the combat~
aidts, fightifig’ with all his accustomed dm'mg
end bravery,

Suddenly he - was prostrated by a blow upon
the head. Hé knew no ore of the fight=—he
héard' no Ionger the Jond ringing voice of Wilson,
ot.the track of the Texan rifles. It was broad
d&ybg};&_ before he was again conscious of exis~
teilde ,He found himeelf lying on'the ground;
bound/Band and foot. Around him lay several
Meésficiis wrapped in their blankets, sleeping.
He attempted to arise to &« sitting posture, but
. could ‘not. - The bends: upon his wrists gave
| bim intende puin; and he' felt very fuint gnd
miiserable.. He' reconnoitered ‘the spot-as well ag
he:could ina homontal position, and perceived
- that théy were surrounded on all sides by & dense
chapparel: At a- shork distance was a tent,
- and Jﬁﬂgmg 'by the sounds - that' occasionally
- ontisé 'frond'it; Et.hmgton ooneluded ‘thati
‘ tsine& woundéd men. :
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forced to lie unnoticed for two hours, when s
man came from the tent and appronched: him,
He was not a little astonished at seeing the in-
dividual who now stood beside him, for in Him
ke recognized Cogswell, the -Jover of Marianna
Lee. He wanindustriously smoking a eigarilly,
and - contemplated the prostrate figure of our
hero with the chlmest satisfaction.

~ Ethington asked him to loosen the cordsa
little, as his limbs were now eonsiderably swol-
len ; but Cogswell declined to comply with this
reagonable request, assuring him that if he were

his bands tighter.

“Miserablé renegade!” exelalmed Ethmg—
ton, indignantly. *I should have known that
a creature who will fight against his country:
men, will not show common humanity towards
a fellow-bemg,

!?

entertain you more agreesbly than I can,” re-

phed Cogswell, with a malicious sneer.

Ethmgton turned his eyes with rlnﬁ'multy to-
wards the' person indicated, and saw his antage-
nist in the late duel at*San Jacinto. His head
was bound up with a haudkerchxef and he was
deadly pule from loss of blood. :

“'Well, sir; you are not with the Rangers
now "’ gaid Wikoff.

«Tt is quite unnecessary to inform me of that
fact,” replied Ethington.
that I am not among men of henor.”

Wikoff, holding up his finger.
Inst aight,” retorted Walter:
your helpless-coniditior.”

changing c-olor.

ring v

“ Perhﬂ.ps you: purlomed it T donot ]inow ;

Though suffering much “pain, our hero was’

 tafle my purposes.

todo anything in the premises, he should make

* Here comes a gentleman who w:ll doubtless’

“Tt is very evident
“Did you ever-sce this ring before ?* asked:
“Isaw you lying senseless upon the: ground
“Yon were in:
my power, but T scorned - to take’ advantage of
““You were: very huma,ne, rejome& W]hoﬁ‘ '
“ But what do you sy of ‘this:

it on

a man without honor is capable of any: ‘medrifess.
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If Miss 8t. Aubert bestowed it upon you, she
was.certainly very unfortinate in the choiee of
afiiend. DBut you have yet to explain the
cuse of being found: insensible upon the door
stepa-of the house where the lady resides.”

«That has little to do with our present busi-
ness.  Suffice” it that you have always been' in
my way, and were so last njght ; but it shall
soon he beyond your power to mar my pl:ms or
Look up at the sun; it
pever shone more brlllla.ntly gaze your fill and
&y ‘fa.rewe!l ;77 for 'you will never see it rise
agein.”

“ Dare you then . Lift your hand agmnst my
e "
_ “The ¢Texan Bravo’ shrinks from the or
deal! I thoughtit was death that he was seck-
g -
B:‘I fear not death, when met honorably ; but
I never sought it at the hands of a villain who
would make my demise the means of carrying
ot hig nefarious schemes, and bringing down
min upon others, T can die like 2 man'; but
raember that the Texan rifles will avenge my
duth, Perhaps you never saw one of the Ran-
grs look through the double sights ¥

Wikoff grew a shade paler, and Cogswell
strggred *his shoulders significantly at the men-
tion LEE the * double sights.” Both knew the
ftal significanee of the words, for the sharp
thoting of the Rarigers was proverbial; and it
ira woll known fact that great numbers of the
aemy who were left on the field i varions bat-

B tls were shot through the head.*

Wikoff and Cogswell now wilked away to-
gether, while one of the Mexicans, more humane
tian they, loosened the cords about his limbs,
vhich gave him pgreat relief. Presently there

—

* (leneral Green, in his histary of the Mier expedi-
tion, informs us that aftes the battle of Mier he visited
e building where the wounded of the enemy were
Under surgical treatment. He says: “One hundred
sud thirty-six of the enemy’s wounded were stretched

ge flogr, many of whom had been shot in the
8d, and their, brains: had oozed out, from the size of

Pt marble to that of one’s fist. It was a horrible sight.”

#

B1-

was considerable-ﬁustle in the camp. The sol

diers (if we may thus call them) were gob under -
arms by their leader, the identieal Captdin Gar-
cia, who had led an attack against Ethmgton

“|and his two friends on the Colorado.

Our hero’s feet were now set at liberty, i'md
he was marched out in front of the mﬂrﬂhaﬁ@ﬁ*
band by a file 8 men: Ethington understood”
these preparations well ; it was evident that he

was about to be shot, and he endeavored to éme .

pose his mind, and fix his last earthly thoughts

on the only Being who could now assist ahd suge
tain him. .

In the brief space that was allowé& hmf%r

meditation, he reflected upon the stormy events

left his native State, a reckless and hopeless
man. As he could discern in the portents of
the future no brightening of theé sun of his des-
tiny, he resigned himself to his fate without a
murmur. Although existence had no charms
for him,. and he hiad often soiight death, yet he
could not but feel and confess to himself that he
was not wholly prepared for the great change
which awaited him.

The near prospect of dissolution brought

with it elearer views of man and his duties. -He
began to doubt whether mxsahthropy was 1ot g

erime in the sight of God, and if the last few

months of hig life had not been sinful in the ex-
treme. Butthere was now little opportunity to
discuss such questions ; he stood face to ‘face
with those selected to ho his executioners—a
band of lawless and savage-looking fellows, ap-
parently dead to all the finer susoept:blhties of
human nature.

A man now came forward with a handker :

chief to bandage his eyes, but Ethington shook

| his head, saying proudly :.

I have often faced death, and' T am nnb
afraid to face it onee more. It is the cowa.rd
soul alone that shrinks from beholding ‘the ter

rors of death.”
o Proud to the last,” murmured kaoﬂ‘, who

 that had been crowded into his life since he had |
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had. epproached and stood contempla.tmg our
hem with a triomphant- expression, .
*:And were you so presumptuous as to imag-
ing for. & moment that you would see my spirit
‘nubend and my manliness give way !’ exclaim-
ed Walter, who overheard the remark. I
kngw that such was your hope and expectation,
bﬂt both Were vain, Ishalldie asgf ha.ve lwed—
a, man I am ready.”
Tlle fils of mon retreated & fow paces, and»
: laﬁ J‘s hu;gton alone—a mark fqr the escopgtaa
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appeared and spoke a fow words to Wikoff, and

the Iatter conversed with Garcia in 2 low voice,.

. The conversation, debate, or couneil, or what
ever ity nature_might; have been, lasted some
time, and was carried on with much warith,

The sun was high in the heavens, and shone
down upon the parties with gloripus brightness,
The winds breathed gently among the flowen,
and dallied with the undulatmg grass that grey
upon the platetr. But in the air, and amony

the flowers, and the grass, and everything that.

whispered of life and beauty, there Was' & avor
of death. ‘

CIAPTER X.

COGSWELL AND MARIANNA——A LOVE

WE will now return to Marianna, whom
) we shall find comfortably domieiled at
Ban Antonio de Bexar, Mr. Lee having dispos-
od of his property at San Jacinto, and remoyed
to a small estate which he owned at the place
we have mentioned. Marianna rejoiced at this
change of residence for several reasons ; and one

of the most prominent was, that , she' hoped to

-escape the society of Cogswell, whom, she dis-
liked and feared. ¥

It was the evening of the day uport which
Wikoff and Cogswell met for the first time.
Marianna Lee was the sole occupant of a small
apattment fronting upon the street, -while the
other members of the household were either not
within doors, or busy in amother part of the
house. ‘

_ There was a heavy tread wpon the steps, and
soon a gentle knock upon the door. Marianna
hastened to answer the summons, and met Cops-
well upon the threshold. The blood forsook
her cheeks, her heart beat faster, and it was

‘with difficnlty that she could restrain her emo-
tions. ' Cogswell -entered with thy determined

SCENE.

air of one who is resolved upon some mgortant
measure, and does not mean tofaltar in 1l'.s exe,
cution.

His features never looked more rqpu]swe and‘
forbidding to Marianna, and she heartily wxshﬁ

‘the interview at an end. She was about to ¢

her mother, when her quondam lover requ
her to be seated and hear whet he had fo com-
munjeate. She reluctantly oomphed and Co ‘
well mustered all his eloquence and mgemm:y
make a final impression upon her heart. Yainj
attempt ! useless expenditure of words ! .

““You have long known, Miss Lee,” he d
gan, * that Thave ventured to raise my t.houghta "1'|
to you, and to cone-to the point atonce, that :
entertain a smcere affection for you: 1 have !
now called to hear, from your own lips, the de-§
cision of my-fate. To be brief and pla.m—for It
am a man of fow words-—wﬂl you become Mls
Cogewell 77

- #Tq be brief and plain, I decline,” rephed
Marianna, firmly.

¢ May I ask your reasons?” contmuetl 00@

well with assumed calmness .




n

" .you in my estimation,”

8 gIa:nce

~ ¥4 Yoi are nght sir.

pl
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" 4 There are many, Mr. Cogswell—I need not
enumerate them—spare me that task, suffice it
that there is. a want- of congeniality of dis-

' position and temperament,” said Marianna, in a8

gentle a manner as possible.
# (lould not that objection bé overcome——be

. melted away by time?” -

“J think not; I can extend no such hope R
it were wrong to do so.’

«T can well guess the cause,” said Cogswell,
with much bitterness. ‘It is because I have
arival. Captain Wilson has stolen away the’
regard which you once entertained for me ; and
your blushes are my witnesses that I spea.k the
trath.”

«The person you have named never injured
returned Marianna,

with some asperity of manner. '*“I regret to be

- forced to tell you that I never entertained any |

deeper sentiments of friendship for you than 1
now do.”

'« And that is saying but little, T suppose!
. he retrorted giving his fair auditor a sea.rchmg

!,!

There is no reciprocity
between us. - I should riot make choice of one
Tike® you for a friend, much less for a lover. - Do
'hiot be oﬁ‘ended 5 yon have wrung this confession
from ma:  Tiearn wisdom’; when a maiden says
* nay, do not’ press her farther, that you. tfay
enjoy - sote portion' of her respect, if not her
“love. 'This’ subject, I now hope, is put to rest

“fofgver, and-yoi.l will do inea kindness never to

‘allude toif again, in any manner.’

"« You deceive ‘yourself, Miss Lee; you have
mistaken my character ; your perversity does
net discourage me. It is time that you should
knowz me better ; if you eannot love me, I will

‘least teach you to fear me. I have a power
"ger yuu and your lover which you do mot
dr.ﬁam of.

’Anid do you threaton “those who find it im-
posslble to love- you ?* exclaimed Marianna,
Wit c'hgux’by

1 was saying that I hod power over your
"forﬁu.nes whiéh you'do” not know of),’ ot comple-
hend,” he added, knitting his Brows.
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« And if you have this power you spaak of,
will you use it against a.youthful maiden ?”
“«] will! T eall heaven and earth to witness
that I will I’ cried Cogswell, angrily.
flattér yourself, like others, that you are safe
here ; that the Texan. Rangers can defe’nd the
place against the attacks of the enemy

< Bandstti, you shonld have said,” ntermpb—
ed Marianna.

¢ (all them what you will, I care not; the
fact stands the same. The destruetion of San
Antonio de Bexar is decided upon ; before
many days it will be a heap of steaming ruins.’

¢ If anything were wanting,”” retorted Marjan-
na, with burning cheeks and flashing eyes, “ o
make me regard you with deeper loathing and
contempt, it was what you have now wuttered.
Above all living things T despise a traitor "’

““That is bitter language,” said Cogswell,
biting his lips.

“ Let us part now ; relieve me of your pres-
ence, | beg of you,”’ responded the maiden,
ristng, :

¢ Hear me out.””

¢ No, I had rather see you out.”
. You are witty at my expense ; but my turn
will come anon. ‘Who will be your protector
‘when Bexar is wrapped in flames, and its streets
are full of blood—thlrsty men, to plllage and
destroy \

"« [ pray Heaven I may not be so much de-
serted by God as to accept protection from'a
I would sooner share the fate .of the
Alamo,” said Marianna, with spirit. .

s Listen ! Just beyond the Rio Grande is &
beautiful rancho, of which I am to be master.
You have only to say a word to be its mistress,
and San Antonio shall not be harmed. < And
more than this— Wilson’s life shall be spared.”

«@Go, sir! I will make no terms. If all
your allies are like yourself, San Antonio - will

traitor.

if he cannot defend himself and maintain his

Jaeinto.”
“f percewe that you lové to talk of San Ju
cinto ; it gives you pleasure.

“You

exclaimed :

- had terrified: her greatly, in addition to the re-

- ant Cameron (a tried officer and soldier who

_town was meditated by a band of the enemy that

. to say,” added the captain.

never be econguered. As for Captain Wilson, .

| position, it will be becanse hé has forgotten San
] go for to bein’ hard on dis nigger feller; you're

But rememher | heakl”

i

my words—the time draws near—San Antonio

-

of destruction, Reflect one instant; will you

prevent this awful calamity 77

‘ Bhall I light you out, or will you force me |

to gpeak to my father 1’

Cogswell trembled with rage, and mth @ mutr
tered curse and -a frowning brow, . prepared. to
depart. e paused a moment on the steps,.
and darting a threatening look at Mmaﬁna

¢ You shall regret this ingult ;
prophetic. I will ma.ke them tiue.
burn, and-—"’ :

Mariarnma. closed the door and did not hear the
conclusion of the sentence, though she could
well guess its import.  She retired to her cham-
ber, feeling truly. Wretehed and gave way to her
emotions Without restraint. That: she feared
Cogswell, she eould not deny ; and his threats

my words are
Bezar shall

pugnance she had always felt towards him.

4 * ® s ®
Soon after Walter Ethington's departure from
camp, Captain Wilson gave orders to Lieuten-

bad shared the dangers of vartous battles) to
double the guard and take other precautions, gs
he had reason to believe that an attack upon the

had been seen upon the west bank of the Nuoces.
Having given the lieutenant such instructions as
he thought pecessary, he called. Felix, and pro-
ceeded toward$ San Antenio.

¢ Now, Felix,”rsa.id Wilson.

*Open your ears and hear what I am gmng

¢ Locomote yer sentements—Tominate de
natur ob de subjeck,’” responded Felix.
““You see I am going into the town ¥’
1 know what for, massa 7’ ’
~ ¢ Name it, you colored specimen.”
“He, he ! keep cool, massa Kentuek ; don’t

a gwine up to see dat hamsum white gal heah,
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" will burn—will become a h‘eapt,pf ashes—and
* the Rangers shall be swept away with the besom

| bisness in less da.n no time, if not sooner.
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“Right, Felix, for once in your life.”

“Don’t blame ye, magsz ; 1 used to go. to
see & white gal once.’

“ You?’

Ob eourse.”

 Come, Felix, be careful,”

“Yes, sare.’
. ** Do you seé this rifle ? »

* Does ‘I see dat rifle 7

“ Yes.” -

“Ob course I does.”

“Well, take it, and T will tell you what I
want you to do with it.”’
o Splany"y de natur ob de. case, massn,
cap’en.’ :

Wilson walked on a little whlle in s:lence,
while Felix followed eclose at his heelg

* Now,” he resumed, stopping Just within the

and if you hear any disturbance, or see anything
that looks like an attack from the enemy, 'ﬁ.re,
and then run to the camp as. fast a8 you ca.n,
and turn out the Rangers.”

“ Yes, sare. I'll give ye a tall spemment. ob
runnin’ ; I’se good at dat.”

4 T've no doubt but you will do the runnmg
part well ; but you must tell Lieutenant Came-

camp.’’

“ Well, what’ll dat be i _

“ Why, you raseal! your skull wants- rasp-
ing down. How should I know what you will
see or hear? - It may be one thing, or it ‘may
be another, and perhaps just nothing ab.all.”
“ Dat ’lumjnates de cocoe ob dis niggér; T

| magnify’s de 'hole at a glance. But-wouldn’s

it be safer not to fire till I get to de ecamp 7’

¢ Snappin’ turtles, and Keutucky alligatots 1’
eried the captain ; ““ your head 'is bullet proof.
It might be safer for you, but not for me.” -
* You ean’t be sufe wid dat Miss Marianna, -
no how ; dem bright eyes ob hers will' do- de
Dare’s
a great deal ob de magnificent fluid in dem top
luminaries, Yah, yah!”

With a good-natured laugh the honest Ken-

tuckian repeated his injunctions and wallted on ;

il

i
i

town, **I wantyou to stand here with the rifle, - !

‘TOR what you have seen as ‘soon as 5 you reach
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insa few shinutes. hie fonnd. himgelf blushmg be-
* 'vesth tﬁe Baftery. of Mérianna’s eyes. - Befors
" “Jeaving camp, he had deliberately - resolved to
sliea.k to her in relation to’ the subject nearest
his heart, but now that he was face to face with
. her, he was unable to say a word regardmé the
" matter uppermost in his mind. T )

. Marianna received him with uncommon kind-
. ness, and after some preliminary ‘vemarks and
many blushes, she proceeded to relate what had

paased between Qogswell and herself; repeating |
' ‘marked Ma.nanna. demurely

a8 she could recollect all he had

ing the destriiction of Bexar.

“Captain "Wilson
tention and rising indi
“It appears, then,”

ation.
siid the latter, “that

. he has joined the band of Méxican ocutlaws that |

s hovermg about the Nueces riven, His throats
“are by no means idle, and no doubt he intends

to ‘do a.llhe has spoken of . T thank you sin.

cerely for the confidence you have. reposed in

‘me, and it affords me mexpresmble pleasure tof
_agaln

‘have the means of pmtectm g you in my power ;
“also to feel assured that you have no—no—"’

“ No what "7 agked Marianna, innocently.

“No ﬁ-1endsh1p for & man capable of such|

ba.senessl,” he adcled greatly embarrassed.,

“X always feared him, and mstmetwely
shrémk from him. But tell me if you really
_ think Bexar in danger 7"

- s Pexar can never be taken,” said the cap-
.-t,am, earnestly, “ while bhalf a;dozen Texan

| Rangers live to ‘look through the - doubleyy -

‘sights.”*  Rest assured that when Cogswell
. mzrshalls his forces about the dwelling whose
reof coyer’s Marianna Lee, that we shall be
" pear.”

'.l‘he captain spoke enthusmstleally, and was
repaid by a -timid yel; grateful Iook from_the
maiden.

«« Qur foes aro cowards,” he yesumed. They |

turn pale when they hear the report of a Texan
rifle. They know.-that we are devoid of fear,

% The most lmportant of all manwuvres we un-
‘dovdtand 'bottér than eny nation ou the face of the
- garth, and, that is tolook - through -the double sights
with & steady arm.—Gen. Grean,

istened with Dbreathless at- ‘

and can fight better than any other foe they
ever faced. Lot Cogswell presume to eross this
threghold, no matier if he be followed by an

"hundred of his Mexidan ‘allies, he shall perish

ignobly, -or retire baffled, and bummg with
mortification.?

Your bold, words re-nssure wme,”
Mariannz., -~ -
. If T dared,” added Wilson, desperately,
*to say what—what—""

 You have said what twice, captain,” re-
**Shall T call

gaid

brother J ames 7"’
“N o—yes—by all means—certamly not,”
stamniored the captain, dreadfu]ly embarrassed,
and an awkward eilence ensued.
1 had thought,” resumed Wilson at Iength
and then quxte broke down ; and Marianha was
50 much confused " herself, that she lost her
preéence of mind and coulﬂ not pay a word.

The eaptain choked and went on again.

T can face an enemy,” he sa:d and stk

o Certainly,” murmurecl Marianna, who now
really felt called upqxi to say something.

“I can face an enemy, but find it impossible
to say—that Is, to express, what I would like to
on all occagions,” added Wilson, with an effort
such as a drowning man makes to catch at a
gtraw.

Marianna was niow tremblmg and bloshing -
very much, and still trying to look perfectly
unmoved and composed. -

w I thought James would return ‘before this
time,” she managed to articulate.

e Mananna;—“ ‘continued the captam

¢ Yos—" gaid the maiden.

« Did you say gos ! #’ he added, wiping the
cold persplratmn from his forehead.

4 Yes,”” said Marianua.

“Ts it possﬂ)lo that T am so happy as to
be—’

. ““What " asked the maiden, clroppmg her
embroidery and sca:cely knowing where she
was, or who she was.

« Alligators and: Kentucky hogses ?"7  ex-
claimed Wilson, frantically. **I'm a blunder-
ing schoolboy. The fact is\, I love you.”

i

\reader is pretty much;of the same opinioit: 3
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“ Pear me ! p gaid Marianna, striving to I:ude
her confusion. ‘ ) .

“Yes, dear pou, ‘aﬁswered 'the ocaptain,
turning from red to pale, and from pale to red
in an inevedibly short space of time, dnd taking
her hand very cautiously and respectfully.

Marianna burst inte tears, ‘and fel't that her
heart was beating very fast, and that her cheeks
must be dreadfully crimsoned, especially after
the captain was so bold as to draw her towards
him, and—
finish the sentence Gl e

”

:md a mutual understanding seemed to be.
speedily brought about. If<Mariznna trembled
and wept, it was not because she. was® unhappy H
while the captain was filled- thh wonder at" the

progress he had made, and was ready to believe |

that he was at camp asleep and dreaming pro-
foundly He had just begun to think there was
some foundation in his dreams, wher Mr Lee
and James appeared ; a’ Gu'cumstanoe, WhJch=
however agreeable it mlght have - been st any
other time, certainly did not wholly harmonize

-with his feelings now.

Beside, his extreme modesty and bashfulness
left him still in doubt as to the state of Marian-
na’s affections.

meaning to him ; though'on the whole he felt
very well eatisfied thiit he was getting along
w0 finely; and we presume 'the_‘diséerning

Other subjects were now :diseussed by the
new-comers, and the threats which Cogswell had

‘made .against the peace and safety of Ban Antot

nio de Bexar was fully talked over. By this
time the ' captain had forgotten Felix, and tho
golitary vigil he was keeping. The moments

" winged themselves rapidly awny, and the small

hours of the night approached.
Suddenly there was the erack of a rifle that
reverberated sharply from street to street; and

. brought the captain . to his feet, as though he

had received a powerful shock from a galvamc
hattery.

, but for her-sake - we wxll not?

Hand me ot one of those nifles.

‘companions in whispers.
front of the house ; they are preparing to enter ;

. What would have seemed am- |
" ply sufficient to a more experienced man. in love [ w
matters, appeared. enigmatical and of dubious |

+1in. a voice not above his breath:

" ranger, significantly.

“ Bring out your weapons!” he exclaimed ;
‘ there iz danger near ; perhaps the town . iy
attacked.”

Marianna’s check grew pale, and she thought
of Cogswell’s threate. The captain’s trepida
tions vanished at once. 'The sound of the rifle
and the prospect of a-fight, arcused all his_war-
like ‘blood and quickened his energies,- He
could now speak firmly and calmly, and express
his* wwishes without difficilty. The bright eye
of 4 miaiden might abash him, but from the eye

. - ] of an- enemy ke never shrank.
. . The « ice,” as the saying.is, was now. “brO--- o
ken

“Hark!” he exclaimed. “I  hear the
tréad  of armed men ; they approach the house.
Miss Lee, do

o

4

not fea.r——keep out of the range of the windows; - '

éxtinguish the lights.”

Wilson stepped to the window the moment
the lights were extinguished, and locked outL
The street in front was full of men.

.The captain fell back and spoke to his two |

* There are mer in

be ready to give them a volley. Marignna and
her mother had better retire to ‘a sittation less
exposed.”

They now heard the gate, which gave access
to the little yard in front, opened softly. They

weré obviously meditating a surprise.

* Young Lee was no longer able to curb his
curiosity, and followed Wilson’s example of re- -
confioitering from the window. He laid his,

hand nervous'ly upon the captain’s arm, 'saying
A

|
!
|

“T soe & figare that resembles Cogswell. | |

Andlook ! those with' him are Mexicans. I
kriéw them by their _]aunt.y xig, an 1 w0 wlors,

if by no other means. Cogswell is disposed to '

‘keep rather in the back gwund and put his

fellows forward.?’

i He's coward,” said Wﬂson

“ Do you know what I think he's here for,
with those ugly chaps?”’

|
|

«T don’t,” replied, the captain. P
“1 will tell you; ’t.ls to carry off Marian- ;

na.”’

“ Do you think he will do it?" asked the
-
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e Ifhe does, he’ll have to carry off several
1 df us, or settle up our earthly aceounts for us,”
,amwel;ed young Lee, firmly.

{~ ' “‘Can you ee’ Himi mow?” whispered the
: ca;ptam, looking anxiously forth in the dark. -
"I can’t ; he has stepped back. What does

_thls delay mean, I wonder 7"’

A Surroundmg the house, most hkely Lis-

'ten' they are trymg the door.”

“The “door was shaken gently at first, and
more violently anon, by those without., The
‘partlel within waited long enough for these pre-
pa.ratmns to assume form suﬂielently oﬂ'enswe

i to ‘warrant them in acting on the defeumve,
when Wilson urged the propriety of firing upon |

thém. ' "His companions were not averse to this
pmpomtwn for James had been anxious to lock
tbrough the sights for the last five’ minutes.
““You see a cluster of fellows there by the
gate i said the ranger.
B Yes " gaid Lee, “ and we wil thm 1t
’ out .
‘ e A"fine chance for shot ” contmued Wil
- son ; “lot us improve it.”
" 'Thé moon whose light had been hitherto
deeply obseured by clouds, now shed a momen-
g ta.ry gleam apon the swarthy faces of the group,
. revealing dimly their outlines. They stood,
carelessly leaning upon their éscopetas, as if
waiting some signal from their companios ab
thie door, not dreaming that their presenee was

- suspected by the inmates.

~ “@ive _them your lead I'* 'whlspeled the

ranger. ‘

k. The report 6f three rifles breaking suddenly
'upon the stillness of the night, and rpon the

unsuspecting ears of those without, gave a start-
‘and with his good sword defended her bravely,

ling ‘indication that they wére discovered.
"A sharp cry of pain was heard, o fow half-
uttered exelamations and curses, and when the
smoke had, cl‘e‘;red dway, not a Mexiean was to
be seen ; but very soon there was a#shower of
balls against the house, perforating the walls,
and shivering the glass, doing no other injury.
. It was in vain that Wilson strained his eyes
to cateh a glimpse of the figure of Cogswell; he
‘took' good care not toexpose hls person '

There was an interval of silence, and a sus-
pension of offensive operations on the pait of the
belligerents ; they were doubtless holding a con-
sultation,
duration ; a general attack upon the dwelling
spoedily followed, and it was very certain that
those within eould not long defend it when there
was such a disparity of numbers.

Doors, windows, and every assailable part was
assailed simultaneonsly. Lee and his compan-
ions fought with hercie courage; they passed
from window to window, dashing back their
enerities, and pitting forth efforts that seemed
‘well nigh above human capacity.

held the foe fast gaining ground, the thought
was fraught with unspeakable agory. - She
wouid unquestmnably be torn froin him, and
irrevocably lost tohim at the very crisis when he
wag.gure that he had some share in hor affec-

tmns :
- Tn every assailant he hoped to meet Oogswell

and grown desperate at length, he loudly called

on him'and ‘dared him to an encounter; but
there was no response,, and Wilson cursed ‘his

cowardice. ,

The enemy were pouring in at the window,
and for the first time the bold ranger experienced
a feehng of deqpau' He thought of Cameron,
and would have given his right hand to have
heard the steady steps of the Texan Rangers.

“ Where are my brave' fellows I he exclaim-
ed. “What ean keep them away so long?"

At that eritical juncture, to render the scene . ‘
more deplorable, Marianna and her mother

rushed into the apartment closely pursued.
The ranger .threw his arm about Marianna,

making his own fearless bosom- a bulwark for
her defenceless head. ‘The hand that had felt
weary but a moment before, was endowed with
double energy ; for the gentle being whom he

now pressed to his heart had restored” all his

strength, and fired his daring soul with uncon-
guerable determination. -
© ¢ We are lost ! cried Tee, “but we will

perish doing our duty.”

But the temporery calm was of shott -

Lee,
- Women to you ;' they pre{"gr to dle honora.bly
with us.’

Wilson thought of -Marianna, and as he be-

" every heart leap and every ear tingle. "
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*Yes, we will all die together,” said Mrs.
Lee. ¢ Our separatlon will be momentary, our
re-union speedy.’’

“Yield I”” ¢ried a voice from the middle of
the asailants; “ yield, and we wﬂl gpare your
lives.”

“'Pis Cogswell 1”? exclaamed Mra, Lee.

"+ No, villzin! we will fight it out,”” replied
“We will not yield our defenceless

¢ Desist I shouted Cogswell” onee - more,
¢ gvery moment you endano'er thie' hves of those
you love.” . :

« Meet me like a man,

Tace to face.”’

« Never p» replied Cogswell ¢ ’l‘he ‘ ﬂ.ﬁ'au'

is already decided. . You are surrounded and {-

cannot hold your ground three mmutes»longer
Relinguish your hold upon that girl, whose life
you are recklessly exposmg, and I wﬂl thhdmw
my men.”’

The rangér s bood boaled with md1gnat1on,

* and be made desperate. efforts to ecut his way

through the levelled linces to reach Cogswell.
Suddenly there :cdme sounds that made

poiitts of both lance and gword fell to the grouud
for the trumpet tones of Cameron were ringirg
upon the air. .
¢ Forward, " my, Iads—-—forward-—-steady—-
now give it to the swarthy d—1s¥” Ly
© The deadly crack of the Texan ‘rifles foll hke
sharpest thunder upon the senses of the a.ssml

ants within the dwelling ;' they rushed simulta-

‘neowsly towards doors and windows, struck with |

a frightful panie ; and many of them fell plerced
~with rifle balls while forcing themselves out.
“Was there ever sweeter maugic 9’ er1ed
Wﬂson, a3 the rifles contmuetl to ‘ubter their
voices of death:
L Never, gince the world was made, replied

H

cned Wllson‘,w
“come forward, and let- us declde thuap matter =

The |-

Lee. * Cameron and the Rangers forover!.

God bless them I”” : '

" 4+ Those withont are flying,” said James,
Captain Wilson sprang to the window, still

\supporting Marianna, and shouting the name of

Cameron. The well-known voice of their com-
mander reached the ears of the Rangers, and
they chedred him to the echo.

In an instant Cameron sprang in through a
sliattérea window, and Wilson wrung his hand
in expresswe silence ; the hearts of all partlea
were too full to speak

* The dark face of Felix appeared in the win-

dow.—
Vi G'ro yer death massa Kentuck ” :
"%‘All safe, Felix,” said the rsmger, in a low N
vowe . :
Where § miassa Ethington "

The captain’s countenance fell, and he looked
inquiringly at Cumeron ; the latter shook his 1
hegd. The African glanced from one to the
other, and his large eyes dlsplayed a frightfal §

‘ quantlty of white.

-« Here’s a sorape for dis nigger I'* hy ex-‘ i
“You'd better all on ye be dead, a.nd I
Why don’t: yer, '

1

claimed.
dlS child better be ‘dead too.
’lummate de. subjeck, some on ye "' - 1
“We can’t,” said the captain. “I woulﬂ/
most. gladly, if T could. I trust he is: safe, ]
however

1 shan't ’ spress my idees till"T Know suli- }
thin’ “tickerlar in rogard to de natur ob-de pé- |
cooliar carcumstances ob de case,” replied Felix,
ominously. *“ But if dis darkey,” he - added, l
“ﬁar to promulgate any.’pinion, it wouldn’t |

be' ambxgemus to de happiness ob dis occasion!”’

nghts were spoedily procured, the dead sndl -
wounded removed by the Rangers, and a“uch
precautlons for the general safoty takién ad the '
ease roquired. The enemy were completely §
routed, and the hold Texans had the pleasure of l
receiving the heartfelt thanks of the people i}f
Bexar, whose homes they had defended
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‘ m scou'rma mn "

HPON the following morning Fellx WS geeh

-windering: about. with a melaucholy and | .

dejeeted air. _His master could not, be found

and no one could give .any. mformat;xo) respecta -
. Ridgley commumcated to the cap-|

ing his fite,
tiin what had transpired at his house the mght.
_previous, and how opportunely the"y g 1
‘had appedred to  do him an mport;ﬁnt, Servi
hq had haatened away to 3011:1 the. Raang“’e‘rs

“name, he heheld the lad hé had seen at San

Jacinto, ga.nd who:. always seemed  to be near
Ridgley). approaching, P

“'Well, Massa 'Gustus,’’ ‘gaid Fehx, “ the
' Mexicums hab cotched Masea Ethington at last.”
" 80 I have heard,” replied Awugustus.
-+ What do you intend to do?” . -

I What am I- gwme to do m.

“Yes, Felix” . "

“I know what I’d do, if I ‘eould. "

“What 9 "o U

«rd send dat white gal dat disappintod
hml , to. de‘PIengpeteﬁtmry for life,”” said Felix.

Dat’s a fack ; dey isn’t to be trusted, no

| ™47 suppose you will try and " find your mas-

1, Felix ¥ said Augustus, looking searchingly

\ ?at the African.
*You may bet yer life on dat, Massa 'Gus-.
If dis clnld can’t find him, dere’s no hve-

tus.
nigger that can.’

I like your spirit,”” added the lad.
have half a mind to go with you.”

“ You?’ exclaimed Felix, rather conteinpt-
wously. ’

“.I
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“Yeq, me,” answered Henrie, striking him-
g

self lightly wpon the chest with his gloved hand.

, *“Well, you look like it " added the megro.
“ Heah heah 1"’

“ Why do you laugh, Fellx P

“ Why does I langh ¥’ S

“Yes.” v

*To hear such a dainty little fellow talk ob
gwine wid me. Yah, yah1”

“Tt’s not always the la.rgest pe: 50D “that ‘can
do the,most, Felix. Yot know’ where ther
will to 6.0 good, there’s alwa.ys a Way

.
H

| kindness to massa when

speak b you bery offin & smce :
He maid he eouldn't keep yo
on no "count whatsomevek,’”

“Did he really say that? b
earnestly. ‘1 thought hé duln 't §eem to like
me very well for. somoreason.” = -

¢ Waell, he got ober ‘dat, :md felt bery lone-
gome and solemeholy.- Kiige you ‘wasn't here.,
P’ve heered him call Magsa™ Gustus many E tlme
i his sleep.” :

. Upon hearmo' these words the features: of the ptait
youth were lighted up with a stn ange- glenm of | ds

satisfaction.

“ Ah, well, it is pleasanb to be remembex,,ed ;
by those whom we esteem,ﬂwsmd Henriey with a |2
faint smile.

-« It makes the heart feel, Jighter.”
“Do you tink cullud hpersons hab, hea:"l:s,
massa - .
¢ There can he no dml'bt of 1t 9 repheclwAu
“1 have known somq, very lespecia};h;
negroes whose qensﬂ)ﬂlmes , Were as acuje,af aps
parently, as a white person’s s In regard Lo
your master, 1 hope you will:;:leave no mean
untried to aid him. If you need any peeumary
assistance, I shall be most hippy to assist you.”
- # Tank you, massa, but I don’t need nothin
in dat line,”’ answered Felix.

o'ustus

Wishing the latter suceess, Augustus turned |.

and walked to the camp of the Texan Rangers,
and wag met on the way by Captain Wllson
who manifested much pleasure ag well as sur-
prise at the unexpected event.

¢ Youare,” said thé ranger, ** probably aware

A VAEY

of the fact that Mr. Ethington, the brave gen-
tleman, to whom you showéd considerable kind-
ness, is missing, and was doubtless captured
during the skirmish of last night.”

“Yes, I know,” replied the youth, ‘and
have come to ask what you intend to do?”’

“I will tell you, my lad, with pleasnre. I
shall take a ‘fow of my bravest and trustiest
fellows, and follow the enemy as far asan In-

ollows the trail of a maraudin 2 war-party.

: ‘shall be said of an alligator from Old
Kentuck' that he deserts a friend in the time of "

eme need. No,no; that wont, do; I
houlder ‘my rifle, take their track, cross
3 traverse proiries, forest and chap-
eaJ;ch of my friend.” (
o5'me_ pleasure to hear you say so!”
,lmed Augustus warmly. “I knew you
were “of a bold and chivalrous nature.’

‘. Whether that be the ease or not, the man
whom T 'am going to seck is the soul of soldiery,
‘the heart of honor; and I will never forsake

hith, wInlthhere is a chance, however small it

‘serving him. If I eannot avert his
il {ncur the risk of sharing it, if I can
g more ; fuemlbhlp requu 08 28 much as

to 'm;” added Augustus in a low

5 T

'Wtth this Wikoff wlmm you have
mentioned,” I an enemy to him 7" said Augus-

£A most bitter and undompromising one;

for you see there is a woman in the serape.”

T have heard that he loves my cousin Ane
dres,” returned Henrie.

+ “Yes, and that makes all the trouble I
appears that Ethington was sure enough of the
girl, and loved her tenderly, until some futal

misunderstanding, the nature of which I do not
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exacily know, and never eould find out,” ob-
served Wilson.
;# Tt is to be regretted that he never tried to
have the difficulty’ explained,” resumed Au-
gustus,. thonghtfally. ‘
“He did net like to say much about the sub-
jeet;-and- the fact was, he said it never could
. be ‘explained ; but it 'is my opinion that this
" some Wikoff had an .agency in the aﬁ}m‘ M an-
swered the captain.
¢ Have you seen Mr. Ridgley, this mornmg?”f
“I have, and he told me of the unwarrant-
able atfaek on his mansion, and of the service
rendered by our mutual friend, Ethington. Tt
appears that Mr.-Ridgley is Miss St. Aubert ]
" uncle 7’
* Yeg.” |
“ You know her, then 7’ ‘
*“Very well, but not quite so well as T wish
I did,” said the youth, with a sugh .
- * Why, my lad, you are not in Jove with her
are you ?"’
“ 0, no; but I like her very well when sheV
pleases me.’ :
*Is she handsome ?"
* Rosalia thinks she is.”
“ Well, what do you think ",
My opinion isn’t worth much on such mnt-
ters ; but I should say that she had a fau‘ share'
Cof bea.uty, though not much more than usual]y
. falla to the lot of young ladies. She has regt;—
lar features, and Rosalia says a very good figure,
but I imagine T could find fault with both "
¢ Rasalia is Mr. Ridgley’s daughter P
‘ And consequently my cousin, also.” N

FEN

““Well, I hope it will all come rlght ultunate- ‘

ly.’,
- **No one desires such an event more smcere-
Iy than the youth now before you,” added
Heurie, sighing.

With mutual good wishes the parties sepa-
rated, the captain to make the necesssary prepa-
" rations for pursuing the' enemy, and the other
to follow the hent of his own fancies, whatever
they might be.

Cameron and a half-dezen of the boldest and
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out the object in view, while, the company was -
left in command of the second lieutenant until
they should return. The captain did not eon-
sider it safe to take more men, a3 the town might
be again attacked, when all would be needed in
its defence. '

Well armed, and feling fully prepared for
.any emergency, the little party set off on the
expedition, followed by the good wishes of those
who remained behind... They crossed the Rio
San Miguel, and directed their course towards
th Nueces. Felix had joined Wilson and his
-brave fellows, greatly elated with the prospeet
of bemg of any setviee to his master.

trace. the enemy. They were obliged to pro-

e r:eedJ slowly, anid with. the observance of much
eautmn, to’ prevent a surprise by large partiesof |

Mexicans who might be seouring the country in
that vicinity. During the first half day’s travel,
numerous signs of the. retreating enemy were
seen ; -hut after passing a - small tributary of the
Rio F1 rio, -they discovered that they were no
longer gaided by the landmarks that had direct-

[ ed their footsteps prevmusly

‘The:region which they were now entering
differed materially from that behind them, being
‘eovered with dense chapparel and stunted trees,
interspersed: with ~jonds and small salf lakes.
After spending considerable time to find traces
of thie-enemy; and tié; mght approaching, it was

- thought Best ‘to” camp ‘o - the neighborhood, and
_prepare for @ ‘more thorough and earnest search
“{'upon the'following:day.

,Wﬂson and Cameron stood apart from their
compations. With folded arms and thoughtful

;'faces, they watehied the shadows of night steal-

ing over lake and chapparel.

‘ An hour like ‘this casts a gpell upon my
splrlt said Cameren. I love to see /fhe
glare of day fade and give place to the dim
placid twilight.”

“¢I have similar - feelmgs, replied Wilson ;
“but I like night best when more advanced to-
ward the small hours, and the moon and  stars

bardiest of the Rangers were selected to carry

are mildly beaming.’

It was found & matter of some difficulty to
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Cameron made no reply, and the parties re-
mained silent:  Wilson was the first to speak.
“That’s a heavy rifle of yours,”” he said,
glancing at the - weapon upon which Cameron
was leaning. ‘I dare say it has been of ser-
“Yice to you in its time 7
¢ No money could induce me to part with it,
because I have proved its metal on mamy occa-
sions. Did I ever tell‘you of an adventure that
"' T had once near Red river ¥’ -
* You never did ; ¥ should hke to hear 1t .
said Wilson. R e
¢ Beveral years ago,’? xesumed;Gameron R I
was huutmg near Cross T1mbe1ﬁ % not. far from
iRed river. -The Tndians:,were -then , trouble-
some, and frequently commltted their depreda.—
tions uwpon the frontier- settlements ;-but Iowas
fond of hunting, and ‘cared: little for them, will-
mg to trust to my own; seourage and ingenuity-
| in any emergency that might occur. I carried
this same_rifle, and was callerl one of the best

shots in the eountry. oo . - EOTR

"¢« Many people sald the ;piece was too heavy

for common use; bub;Lowas: accustomed toit,

and it didn’t feel burdensome to-me ; and when'

" I fired, it was swré to do the r1ght thing, for|.

* what animal. could carry offan ounce' and a half
of lead, skilfully sped ofiits errand.? - R
~ ¢“Having discovered Indian signs one day, I
thought it best to change my hunting. greund
ond so put a considerable distance betweén my—
self and the spot, and- encmnpe& on a-wide prm—
rie, bounded on the east by the ¢ Cross Timbers,”

" Not 'long after this event;»] was-sitiing on the | -
bank of a small stream, Tes’emg my weary limbs
after a long and fatiguing lmnt when I was
fired upon and slightly wounded.”

“1 was .fortunate enough to dlscovor the
marks:nan, who prov ed to be an Tndian, of what
tribe I do not now remember. I instantly shot
him dead, and then perceived that he was not
along ; for one of his brethren wad with him,
who made pood his escape.  Time passed on,

* A continuons series of forest, varying in breadth
from five to ten miles, and extending in a direct line
from the source of the Trinity nor thw:,ud to the Ar-

my camp sooner than usual.

et on the sea.
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zmd I was undlsﬁurbed in my amusements for a
long time.

One day not feelmg very well, I returned to
I laid down and
tried to sleop, but couldn’t. I felt imensy and
nervous, and so arose and went out on to the
praivie.  The grass was now very tall, aqrd the
hot suns of the season had dried it until it was
crispy, and rattled s I walked through it. I

. }ascended a gentle swell and looked around me.

The scene was a gr:[nd one. On cone hand were

| the ¢ Cross Timbers * dimly seen in the distance,
xegembling a dense wall of wood built by human
hands; while in every other direction the prai-

rie® strotched: away until lost in-the ' distance. ‘
The sun.-was getting low, and looked like & sun-
Ag-my eyes wandered from
point te-point, they were suddenly fixed upon a
solitary figure several hundred yaids distant, at
the foot.of the long swell or roll upon which I
was standing.
. He stqod in an open space, and-at first I
wondered ‘how that could be, as the grass was
8O hlgh in.every other place ; but the aﬁlm: soon
explained itself.
+ ¢More careful chservation ghowed me that the
solitary figure was an Indian, 2nd his object in
plucking up the dry grass was evident; he was
going-to fire the prairie ! It was doubtless the
 same fellow..that had escaped at the time when
1 had  been- fired at. Ie had discovered my
1etrea.t -and was about to revengc his eormade B
a signal manner.

\“»Ifhe wind was blowing fresh towards me,
and if the grass was once set on fire, no power
on-earth could. save me, for the fleotest horse

| could not ypn fast enough to escape. its devour-

ing flames.™ A terrible dread of that kind of a
death came over me. T stood like one fascina-
ted, and gazed a¢ the preparations of the savage.
He stood in the middle of the open space he
had made, with a Dblazing torch in his hand.
Innumerable thoughts rushed through my mind
in aninstant of time. I was never so complete
ly paralyzed and.stupefied before in my life.
The power of thought scemed the only power

kansas river,
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ral degree. The past, present and future were
reviewed and speculated upon in ‘that brief and
broken fragment of time in which the savage
stood waiting for the brand to bumn up more

' bughtly before he thrust it into the grass.
“ Yes ; my destiny was to be burned! Some
hunter or traveller would find my body charred

' . and Wackened ; and others, after a time, would

pess my bones bleaching in the sun. I shud-|
dered ; my eyes felt hot ; my tongis: wa,sﬁdry:

and I imagined that I felt the ﬂa.mes creepmg,,

over me. Tt had bicen a danger tha
have battled thh or if I could ha

whtch the mind at rest can form no p%ssﬂ) & co ¢

"eeption.’ %
“ I closed my eyes in despair, and . cmnn}en

ol my sonl to God ; but it washlmﬁ%*s*ibl for

or “Mi«

up hke a v11e reptile that cr‘twl ‘m t

that had power to save me.
T émbraced the thouo*ht that th

iny rifle called up, with joy—a SPE.O]&S»*O j0 y% K

which is nearly overpowered by an antagom%mg
feeling.

“ One chance still 1emamed--a small chance
it was true, but till a chanes; and despair
canuot completely paralyze and subdae theheart,
while even one faint hope remained. T lifted

i “fden
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the instrument upon which hung iy destiny.
Az my glance ran over the intervening distance,
I felt how desperate indeed was my prospect of
life, for an hundred good ma.rksmen might try
their skill in vain, in aiming at 2n object so far-
off. Then I remembered that my weapon was

‘throw a ball farther than any I had ever seen.
I rccollected also that I had Ioaded it that very

edrt ceemed to stop u;beatmg, held in the grasp
“that temble rsusﬁ"enb‘e i

t*mb——then theg rlﬂmgent b 1ts ounce and & half

he“ Bmoke éurled away, but I dared not
“-‘ii-passecl““ my hand slowly across my

N fofé ea;il j+for thy brain ,ew,as throbbing painfully.

‘Every moménﬁ Ii%éxpected ‘to be greeted by a
;6 ok Afrom theqburmng praivie, and to
Hth Lxssmg@ofithe‘gushmg flame ;" but noth-

nalt
ounqe de_‘a halﬁ,ofx lead had passec] through his

S sank down overpowered with gratitude,
and the vzmous emotions which such an incident
wag calquhted to inspire. . That wag the great-

¥ lest shot I ever made, and probably shall never

equal it again. Can you wonder that T am at-
tached to the rifle 17

“Not .at all,” said the captam, eamesbly
* T should never part with it, if it was mine.”

of uncommon calibre and weight, and would .

" reconnoitre.

EEARLY inrthe mornring Captalﬁ Wllson .a,ml

Lieutenant Camteron, leaving their horses| it .
mustang; cnmmonly used a.mong the Mexicans.

To.put:the matter beyond doubt, he followed
‘a considerable distanee, zmd 18 the

with their companions, lefe the camp on: foot, to
Being well acqumnted ‘with’the.
habits of their enemiés, they-apprehended litl
or no danger in such;ga e ement, _ax;d i
separated G e gy

Wilson struck off to tha, nght and puruued

north-westerly direction over, & rough andianinid
viting tract of eountry;: often’ obhged,éto forc@))

his way through musqm,p-bushes so, thickly ot
ted with vines that it, w;tqs&aﬁ,wurk of someﬂdegqﬁ,ih“
culty to proceeél At 1ength he, reaehed g L mope)
open region, and was.ah] .to go forward #m;ha
less exertion. " WM%J
The wide rolling prames, chamctmﬁmc of
most of the country between the Nueces. and the’
Colorado, were no longer seen. The captain
entered a narrow defile, and after following it

 for gome, time, asconded a sharp hill, &t the foot

of “which lay aslugglsh looking lake, with some
sickly vegotation' growing upon its margin.
Near this sheot of water he discovered signs of

;gu‘ <
ying atasﬁed Timse}f that they were made

qf Mexieans, the captain of the Ran- -
/BeTa;) wa‘smbout to retrace his-steps, when the
50 gd, of horses “feet at fall gallop cauvsed him
;l;' 5tum hlB attentwn in another direction.
hree Memcam mounted sfter the fashion of
lﬂm country, upon mustangﬂ, were ailvancing at
the top of their speed. Two of the party had
lassos in their lLands, ready to throw with that
temble precision acquired by long and constant
practlce, whilo the third hold an escopety in such
a manner, that Wilson was led to expeet ims
mediate nets of hostility. '
They abated thoir speed as they neared the
ranger, evidently femful of the effeets of the
rifle which laid across bis arm. Perceiving that

a party of horsemen, _

a direct approach would be likely to prove fatal
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to one or more of them, they began to ride
around him in ecircles, and at.a considerable dis-
tance from each other, hoping to confuse him
and so distract his attention, that the fellow with
the escopeta might, by a sudden movement, get
within shooting distance ; but this idea proved
bow little they knew of the disposition of the
Kentuckian. So far from being embarrassed,
:.or having his attention divided by their mas
noeuvres, he heheld them with perfeet calmness
and self-possession. :
He had been in many eng&gements, and
smelled gunpowder too often to be thus ea51ly

frightened. Momentarily the assailants lessened
os, upon ]:um in- & moment, as his rifle was empty
at arid they had’ho more to fear from it.
to reloadmg as fast ag possible, but before the
Though the ranger dreaded the ]asso, he Te-

the diameter of their cireles, bha.kmg the;r
ghouting, and scatbemng the sand at E
rate.

solved to bring down the fellow with the escopeta
first, if possible, and then deal with the others
. a9 eircumstances might permit.

but the ohject he had selected for his mark seem-
ed to mistrust his intentions, and kept hls s
tang ccmtmually upon the move,

".[.‘lred at length with this eontinugl w":;téhful*
ness, he let the breech of his rifle fall to the
ground, determined to suffer them'to éxhiist
-therhselves with their efforts.

standing, ealmly leaning upon the muu}e of"

his ride, the Mexiean checked his* a.mmal
raised his weapon to his shoulder. Tt
Knowing the Mexicans to be poor marksmen,
and the distance being great, the ranger had no
fears for the result, and tauntingly Shoﬁféql to
him to fire.

.Cursing his poor powder and want of sueccess,
- the Mexican scampered away to reload, leaving
his comrades to shout and threaten, a.nd shake
- theiy lassos to their hearts’ content.
-Tn a moment the cowardly fellow retm'ned
his courage somewhat increased by the report of
his weapon. It was now apparent that he in-

- __tended to try his luek again, with the additional

improvement of getting a little nearer. Urged
on-by the taunts and sneers of his compamons,

He patiiently‘
waited hiz opportunity as the eirclo narrowed ; |-

.{ him.

Seeing him thus( ’
life "and. death ; the'b
didled thuse exeerable ingtruments of strangula-

: He obeyed, and the .ball struck,
the ground several yards from the eaptain
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he gradually approached the Kentuckian. = He
stopped his mustang, levelled his escopeta, and

threw himeself forward in the saddle; but Wil

scm1 was too quick for him ; he had not practised
rifle shooting for nothing in the wilds of ** Old
Eentuck.” Before the finger of the Mexican
had touched the trigger, a leaden messenger had
piereed his heart ; he sprang up into the air,
and fell to the ground never to mmgle 2gain
with the affairs of earth.

The mustang shool himself, smelled the body
of his master, and with a snort shied away from
the spot - But ‘with Wilson the worst was to
come . the fellows with the lassos would now he

He sprang

powder had-reached the place of its destination,
or'the ball had followed it, & lasso was flying
‘through the air, the fatal toose directed towards
the eaptain’s head. .
He avoided it by a dexterous movement, and
before he had well recovered himself for another
exertion, the . second lasso was suspended over
He could not wholly évade it ; it caught
his right arm in his attempt to ward it off, and
he wag dragged several yards before he " could
extricate himself. - ~

And niow succeeded a terrible struggle for
it with which they han-

tmn, reqmrmg “all ‘the-agility, strength, and
presence of-mind of the. Kentuekian to prevént
the objeet in view. * “He drew a pistol, but amid

‘the rapid evolutions which he was obliged to
inake, it was difficult to use it with any kind of ,
-atcuracy ; and He“only had the satisfaction of
inflieting a slight’ flesh wound, which served to

stiniftilate his antagonists to fresh exertions with
their infernal lassos, which, despite ell his en-
deavors to the contrary, he began to believe they
would eventnally suceeed in fastening upon his

neck, when his fate would be sealed ; this ob-.

jeet achieved, the mustang would be spurred into

a gallop, and himself dragged at’ 1113 heels until
life was exztinet. '

With this tragical prospect in vmw, the joy of

‘act of throwing his lasso.
- other pistol from his side, and in a mqment‘he

- ¢ Alligators and snappin’ turtles!
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the ranger may in gome measure be imagined,
wheni mf the sonflle and confusion, he caught a
glimpse of Cameron looking through the double
sights. Before he could breathe twice, the fel-

Jow most aective with the lasso was knocked oub of

his saddle by an cunce and a half of lead, which
erashed through his skull, scattering his brains

"in the face of his companion.

Struck dumb and powerless with surprise-and
hotror, the ]atter became motionless in the very

Wilson caught the

lay beside the body of his friend.

+ ¢4 (zod bless you, Cameron !’ exclaimed Wil- |
_ son, sinking exhausted upon the earth.

“Jugt in time,”” rephed the ]1eutenant

“You were having a hard time with those in- |

fernal eontrivinces,” he added, pomtmg at the
laszos which were made fast to the saddles, and

were now. trailing upon the ground as the mus-

tangs moved away and begar to nibble at the
tufts of grass that grew here and there. % :
I can
deal with anything better than those lassos,”

said the eaptain, wiping the peispiration from

hig brow.

¢ They ave greatly to be dreaded when there
is a proper field for their use,’ " answered
Cameron, : :

“What a relief it was to see you with that.
implement of death to your face,”” added Wil
son. “I knew I was safe when I caught a
glimpse of you looking along the mghts ; it was
the most joyful emotion that I ever experienced,
for T was dreadfully won ied and put to my
trumnps, I cantell you.” )

“I can form a. tolerable idea of it. I was.
placed in'a situation somewhat similar myself‘
I was on a prairie between the Rio Frio and the
Ban Miguel; T stood looking at the “western
skies, loat in a plessing reverie. While in that
poeition, I partially forgot myself, let my vifle
glip from my grasp, and fall upon the grass at
my feet. T did not immediately pick it up, and
it was lucky that I did not, for before the lapse
of three minutes, T saw a Mexican chap approach-

{for a few seeonds, and thep
- you should éver pass over‘that spot in the sea-

ing at a fast gallop wﬁh his lasso ready to whirl
at my head. :
“The moment I put my eyes: on him, I
thought I could play the 'possim a little. I
did not so much’as look towards my rifle, bub
dropped right down upon my marrow bones,
held up both hands, and begged for mercy' in
Spanish with all the eloguence I could muster .
for the occasion. You see he thought I was
unarmed, and advanced boldly with an expres-
sion of malice upon his face that I shall mever
forget should T live to be as old as the most
venerable of the patriarchs. . :

" “T continued to ery out  most piteously un-
til he got pretty near me, when I caught my
| rifie from among the grass, and aimed it straight
at’ hlS v1Hm:-0us countenance. It’s my opinion
you never saw a fellow stop more suddenly than
he did, and his dark visagh grew as white as a
pale-faced girl’s. 1 let himy enjoy the surprise
blazed away. If

son of the year, you will find the prairio grass
growing very ranlt there in acertain place about
gix by two. I rode his mustang into camp that
very hour, and that is the end of the story.”

““ And it’s my opinion,” answered the cap-
tain, * that we had better ride those animals
yonder, back to our brave lads.”’ '

R “Ali right,” said Cameron, and the mus-
tangs were speedﬂy caught and mounted. The
one that had first been freed from his rider, had
strayed‘a considerable distance; but Cameron
found him and led him by the bridle; in this
manner they. safely reached their companions
before night, who had begun to feel alarmed at

‘ their long absence.

The following wmorning the party resumed
their way, pussing over the same O*round which
Wﬂﬂon had traversed the paef,bdmg day. After .
a hard ride, they encamped on the margin of a
small salt lake, mear which was a tolerable
growth of cypress, oak, and elm, and plenty of
pasturage for the horses. While thoy wére
busily employed making preparations to pass
the night as comfortably as the case would ad-
mit of, Ridgley suddenly appeared among them,
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mounted upon a stout horse, which gave un-

mistakeable signs of being overridden.

Each man -ceased operations in surprise, for
no asrival could have been more unexpected.
Ridgley threw himself from his steed, and beck-

oned Captain Wilson to approach.
*I bring news for you,” he hurriedly said.

*  The enemy are all around you; you eannot
‘ If you
would save your lives, lét cach man take his axe

go forward and you cannot return.

and fall to work erecting a suitable defence.

Cut down those oaks yonder, and other trees of
* a proper size, and build them up into a fort or

-something of that kind, which you will know
how fo construet hetter than I ean tell you.”

©- “What makes you think the danger is so

pressing '’ aslked the ranger. '

.- * Because your enemies number more than a

‘hundred, and are bent on your destruction,

They are moving slowly towards you, confident

. that there is no way for you to egcape,’” replied

- Ridgley. ‘

“Can’t we cut our way through them ?” con-

tinued Wilson. .

- “No; it were folly to attempt it.

time, but follow my advice,”

"¢ But they will starve us out,”

Wilsor.
‘ Porhaps assistance will reach you before
 that time,” said Ridgley.
“ What will you do?"’
] shall take care of myself, aud possibly
- do something for you; at least it is betier for
{"'oma to perish than nine brave fellows. Shall
-you follow my advice 9"

*T thiok T shall; it can do no burt at all
events to put ourselves in 2 state of defence.
If no enemy appears, aftdr waiting a proper
time, we can push forward again.”

. ““ But what good will you do by advancing
farther'towards the enemy’s country? The sue-

Lose no

added

secresy.  You, it would seem, are already dis-

count of your numbers.”
¢ There is much -reason in what you say,”” re-
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on our tr'wk a part of our ohject is  already
baffled, unless we can manage to elude them gy
leave them at fault.” )

“If you are attacked, I know you will mak,
a brave defence, and hold out to the last,” .
sumed Ridgley. ¢ As for our friend Ethington,
I trust we shall be able to serve him' yet, if
‘they have not already put him out of the way.
But I must leave you. Adios, eapitan !’

" Ridgley sprang to the saddle and clatters]
away as fast as the nature of the ground woull
admit.

"+ That'sa brave fellow,” saul WllSOl’l to Cam.
eron, pointing after the 1etreat1ng figure of th
horseman.  “* He is every inch a scldier.”

“Then he is a man for the times,” repliod
the Tieutenant.

‘ He is,” was the emphatic rejoinder.

The two officers now consulted together fir
a few moments, and then ths eaptain addrassed
his men as fo]lows :

“ My bold lads, it would seem thiit the Mexi
cans are on every side of us in great number,
and .contemplate an easy vietory over us, we be
ing but a handful of men. The-person who hus
just ritden away, has brought the news, and he
can be relied .on. We must disappoint ow
enemies, if possible, and to do so, we must erect
some kind of a defence. Let every man of you
fall to work with sueh implements as we may
| have, axes, hatchets, ete., and construct alog
fort, in which we .can use our rifles with good
effect, while we are, at the same time, protected
from the balls of our enemies.”

This short speech was well received, and the
men instantly began to work. Such as had
axes, felled trees, and others dragged their
trunks to the spot selected for the rude strue-
ture, to which they intended to give' the namé
of a fort.

The black and post oak were principally em-
ployed for this purpose, heing locked togethel
-at the ends by notches upon oach side, which
gave firmness to the fabrie. Leaving the work

went forth to reconnoitre, and bring in some

- turned the captain. “If the enemy aro really

game, if possible.

. logs previous to their being placed, which, when

going on. very rapidly, Wilson and Cameron}
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They made a long detour arcund the camp,
but saw nothing to excite suspieion, end began
to question the soundness of Ridgley's adviee.
They were fortunate enough to kill a deer, and
returned to their comrades pretty well convinced
that the danger had been greatly overrated by
their friend. But they thought it best not to
ezpress their views on the sabject, and so fell to
work and assisted the men. A

Before the sun was up in the moming, they
had the satisfaction of seeing their Iabors nearly
complated. The walls were erceted, and the top
covered over with gggon timber, which eould not
be easily fived. Notches had been eut in the

they were fitted into the structure at the proper
height, gave the fabric the appearanco of Leing
pierced for loop-holes, after the fashion of more.
elaborate fortifications.

The Texan rifles were to play a conspicuous
pert thromgh those rough apertures. The
horses were next to Le cared for, and it was
unanimously agreed to lead them to the opposite | |
side of the lake, where there was good pasturage,
and let them shift for themselves., Tl:ig proposal
was duly carried into effect. 'The finishing
touches. were put to the fort, and the Texans
were prepared for an enemy. Their numbers,
alt told, amounted to nine—the capfain and
licutenant, six Rangers, and Felix. The men
were in good spirits, and longed to test the
superiority of their weapons over the fire-arms of

** hlanketed.nation,”’
ly called the Mexicaus.

In asserting that the men were in good spmts,
wo perhaps ought to make one exception. There
was one among them, evidently advanced in life,
who Liad becn in many skivmishes with the In-
dians, and who had never, as the saying is,
“shown the white feather’ on any oceasion.
He was a daring, iron-sinewed fellow, always the
first in mirth and danger. But now the sound
of his laughter was not heard ; his jokes and
gallies of wit no longer infused life into his eom-

a8 they contemptucus-
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vain that the men rallied him; they brought
forth no genial sparks ; he was dcaf to all their
well meant jests.

When the fort was completed lie stood near’ .
the eaptain, contcmphtmg it with a gloomy
broy.
“Parker, you look sad. What zila'you,
man ?7 said Wilson, laying his band in a fmml—
iar manner upon his shoulder. .
“A strange feeling has fallen wpon my
spirits,” replied Parker, in 2 low tone of voice. ' ‘
“ Hyery time I look at that fort we have builp,
I cannot shake off the comviction that T am
locking at the spot where my gravo will ba
dug.” i
“1t’s notlnng, my brave fellow, but herd §
gexvice and want of rest,” returned the eap-
tain. ¢ Slecp twd hours, and you will wake up §
all right.”
“ No, eaptain, no slc'(‘[i can toke away the
impresgion that my end is fast approaching. T 3
have often hoard of pcople having such a feel-
ing when death was very near. Jook there, }
captain, where the sun-shadow falls across the
door of the fort ; ‘at this honr, on the morrow, 3
it will rest on themound that coversme. Don’t §
think I am afvaid, for L am not. I never was '§
a coward—I never “was away from iny post
when there was fighting te be done, and never .
shall be while X can look through the sights; §
so don’t astribute this feeling to woakness, but
to the kindness of that great Being who docs .3
1ot wish to remove a-sinfal man creature like |
me without warning, but gives him a chance to 4
reficet a little on his past life.”.
“TIt's very singular,” said Wilson. :
“I gmnt it, but you will know by this time
to-morrow, replicd Parker, and the conversa- f
tion was dropped.
Hour after hour pasied, snd’ the men grew J
impatient, for there were no signs of an enemy.
Both Cameron and Wilson feared they had |
‘wasted valuable time in useless labor, and ro-'

panions ; he worked on in silence, It wasin
' 5

0

solved to move forward in the morning, 'if no |
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 enemy appeared.  Just before sunset, all their
y doubts in regard to the expediency of what they
‘had done, vanished. About an hundred mount~
- ed Mexicans appeared on all sides of them, ex-
~copt that bounded by the lake. The hearts of
-the boldest among the Rangers beat faster at
| beholding  such overpowering mumbers ; they
ffe]t and justly, too, tha.t. their cazse was a des-
| perate one.

- Here’s work for us, boys,” said Cameron,
';calmly ‘“ We must fight or die, and perhaps
do hoth,” he added, in a lower tone of voice.

¢ Felix ¥’ paid Wilson.

* Can you use a rifle ?”

*“1 can ’spross myself in dat line.”

“Well, here is one ; it belongs to your mas-
ter-—the bravest of the brave ; see that you do
not disgrace it.

(o yer death, massa Kentuek.”

"¢ And you go yours.”
I shall 'luminate de subjeck ob makin’ de

daylight shine fmugh I shall fight like de
debbil.”

The Texan Rangers silently took their places,
and with their trusty rifles grasped firmly in their

“Yes, massa,” said Felix.

hands, awaited the assaults 3 their enemies.

CHAPTER XITL

THE CANCEL AT LAREDU-~~THE MEXICAN MAIDEH.

I lefs Ethmgton in 2 eritical position,
His fato seamed inevitalle. Armed
men were drawn wp in ‘order before' him, who

weited but the word of contmand from their
Neader, to terminate his existence ; bub thay or-

dev-was never given.. The consultation among

-the three most Pfominent charaeters of the

group ended, and hasty preparations were made
for a march.

The whols party were soon in the saddle and
moving forward in the direction of the Ric
Grande. The sudden change in the aspest of
affairs surprlscd our hero not a little. By

some strange dispensation of Providence (for he
| was dispbsed tor consider it providential), he had

been suatchied from the very jaws of death, and
reserved for a destiny known onl_y to the great
Disposer of events.

He was placed on horseback thh the rest,
and strongly guarded. Wikoff and Cogawell
kept 4 little i advance of the cavaleade, deter-
red either from shame or some other eause from
keeping near Ethington, for which he was grate-
ful ; aatheir somet.y would have been an inflie-

tion he eould not have endured ealmly. Wheth-. §
er Ethington folt that degree of gratitude to a-
higher power which most men under similar eir- ;

cumstances would hiave felt, we are not prapax*- _
ed to say ; but it is certain that the etartling
incidents of the day produced a long train of ze-§
flections which were not without thiche beneficial ; )
results upen his mind, 1

He thought of Andrca with less bltteruess,
and his whole. being was pervaded by & more:
forgiving spirit towards her. “He was even dis--§
posed to regret bis hastiness in leaving her o
abiaptly, without fiest seeking an explanation. |
The many imperfections in his own character g
Bad never appeared so palpable. Though his'§
hoart waz softened by the spell of his bettery
sngel, his ecourage and nataral energy of chs.rac-;
ter were not yet subducd.

He felt within- himself. the same energy to
overcome diffeulties, or to nieet a foe, that had 1
Weretofore characterized him and given hig the §
nome (among his enemies) of the * Texan:
Brave;” an appellation which, tho'ugh not en- |
tirely deserved, could very well be. a.pphed to]
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n; forthe Texan soldierj was considered by
the Mexicans a5 little better than organized

'b'gmds of banditti and villains, and our hero the
'pxost daring and degperate among them.
- 'While he rode on in thoughtful silence, he

n heard himself made the subject of conver-
ion by yhose sround him, and had the honor
'knowing that he was considered a dangerous

an, and a¢ sanguinary in his disposition os any
vo that ever walked the streets of Venico in
o8 long gone. :
. Bofore the expiration of the day, he learned
fthat they were onthe way to Laredo, a Moxi-
fean town on the east bank of the Rio Grande,
destined to figure somewhat, sometime after; in
Rhe annals of the Mier expedition.
' Leaving 2 lurge post onk hog (in which Gen-
bral Somerville afteriwards got mired with his
Boven hundred and sixty men, horses and packs)
on the loft, they pushed rapidly forward and
eached Lavedo after threc days’ travel. D
g this time Ethington wWas. treated with ag
nuch kindness as he had reason to expect from
people. - The moment that they drew rein
aredo, ‘Ro was thrust into a earecl, damp
hnd dirty as any of it size to be found in the
aterior of the enemy’s country. He was not
I yiinedrcergted, but heavily ironed and poorly
“When hoe had been a few days in the car-
‘ol he was visited by Wikoff and the 'Aloaldo.
he former had recovered from the effects of
wounds be had received at Bexar, and was
W ready do engage in new schemes, as well ag
fo-carry oub tho plans which- he and Cogswell
niad concoeted on the hanks of the Nucces,
k- The threatening scow! which had always ap-
ared upon his brow whenever Lo confronted
Pthington, scemed to have grown deeper. and
fiore menacing in its expression since they last

if i

“Buenos dios, sonor,” said Wikoff, with
k- politeness, .
-hope you -will always speak that lan-
tage;, " remarked Kthington,
““Why so, caballero 3’ |
* Beeause you have forfoited all right to your

“Do you know why I have come to you in -
this carcel 1’

I have no desire to know.”

“T will tell you; I am going'to see Miss St
Anbert.”

¢ Indeed ! N
- %8¢, senor ; and that is not all.”?

“Well 7 ‘

T shall bring her to Laredo.”

““If you can.”’ .
.+ *“That will not be difficult. Tean do it with-
out consulting her wishes, i T choose.”

-~

ber here 7’ asked Ethington, striving to keep
down the indignation which the insulting man-
ner of Wikoff was fast exciting.

““8o shrewd a porson as yourself, T should
think, might imagine the rest ; but as you
choose to be so stipid, I will try to aid your
perceptions a little,” added Wikoff, his eyes
sparkling with devilish satisfaction. © T ghall
be wedded to Miss St. Aubert upon the very
hour of cur arrival, and you shall witness the
ceremony.”” ‘

Ethington looked at his manaeled hands, and
then at the’ malicious face of Wikoff s he "was
regretting that his limbs could not be at liberty
for one moment only. . .

- Wikoff ecomed to divine his thoughts, and
was pleased that his taunts had the desired
effect, : :
I am aware,” he resumed, with pro\loking
cocluess, * that you have yourself aspired to the
honor of Miss St. Aubert’s hand—a happiness
which is in reserve for me enly. I am a man
of feeling ; 1 pity you, Um sure. Tt will be a
congoling reflection, and serve to begﬂﬂe the
tediwm of a long hour, to know that the woman
whom you have loved, is about to be wedded to
one who has rendered you such important ser-
vices as the individual now before you hag had
the pleasure of doing; also that the fair bride

will soon be near you.”’

Walter was too full to reply. The name of

Andrea dalled up emotions which made him traly
wretched.

¥ivery\ word connceted with her

othar tongue,” replied our here.

stung him to the quick. No species of annoy- -

“ What shall you dowhen you have bronght '

]
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ance and torture could have been more suecess-
ful than that adopted by Wikoff; and the latter
perceived the fact and congratulated himself
upon his cunning., .

He left the earcel, well satisfied with the pain
he had inflicted, and resolved to render his suf-
fering still more intense. -

Although Walter had been willing to believe
a short time befors, that-Andrea had possibly
given Wikoff some encouragement, ancl_ perhaps
some trifiing mark of 'favor, a revulsion now
took place in his mind, and he was strongly in-
clined to the opinion that he would be obliged
to trust more to stratagem to bring about his
wishes, than to the usual mode of wooing a fair
lady. ' . ‘

Knowing him to be a villain, and wholly unfit
to be the companion of one like Andrea, not-
withstanding her infidelity to himself, Ethington
now felt an eager desive to escape in order to

baffle him in his designs, if for no déther reason. |

Tn the eveént of his effecting this object, if
“he should be able to discover that Miss St. Au-
bert had really entertained any friendly feelings
“towards him, be would countrive some way to_
warn her of her danger, and thus discharge a
" duty which ke felt that he should owe to any |
female similarly situated. ‘
Ethington’s unexpected. meeting with An-
drea, had called up many emotions which he had
known in the past. When the first shock of
surprise consequent upon that unexpected meet-
ing had passed away, and be had thought ea.l'm-
*ly and rationally upon the subject, he was q‘{mte
sure that he had judged too hastily in regard to
any -cgnection which she might have had with

Wikoff's object in being near ler on the night |

of the attack upon Bexar,

Without pamsing to mnotice the different
phases of thought and foeling which agitated
him by turng, we will reiterate the fact that he
was now fully determined to make strong efforts
to regain his liberty.

The next time the turnkey visited him he
‘eomplained,of his chains—that they hurt his
wrists and anklés, and needed to be more skil:

3
tionsble. By dint of fair woids he prevailed;
upon the turnkey to send the blacksmith to ex-]
amine the ohnoxious portions of the. chain, au_tl:_—
if he thought proper, to make the desire‘d‘alter-“_

ation.

8o much being conceded, he hoped- he shonld

be able to manage the rest without diffienlty. .

The smith eame, and was left with our']‘ilerl)@:
“'Well, senor, what's wanting?”’ he askgd?
throwing some of the more eommon implem?n !
of his trade upon the floor:<For a reply, Hthing:
ton managed to get his hand into his vest pock
et and take out & piece of money. B
“ My jewelry does not fit well,” he gaitl- ;
with a significant smile. * You will ob'lige_' i
by taking out those iron rivets and puttu‘xg:le d
ones in their places.”* S
“ Jesu, senor I exclaimed the smith, appa
rently horrified at the proposal o
-4 Tt is easily done,” added Ethfmgtdn.
¢« Ah, Dios " he added, not forgetting
pocket the money. ¢ What would be ‘do#e
me if I-should be discovered !’ o
“There is no need of being disepvered,” ¢ )
tinued Walter. \ i
<But ff they should chanee to come in
eatch you with your chiains off. Graciod Y
Dies I’ . D
¢ That they will not do; T will be eareful.
“T .ghould be shot in the plaza ; St pos
cierto '—vyes, for certain. o
s Yonteria—nonsense ; you will die in
bed, with your friends all around ‘you. -Seg]

'

I have more of the dust.” L
The turnkey entered and interrupted this i
teresting conversation. - L N
“Mi Dios!” eried the smith, protending §
examine the chains.  These things nmfstl
fixed ;' precicoes—it is nocessary ; thgy‘ wi3
kill him. I will go and get romo mere suit
inplements and retarn.”’ SR
. Witha significant wink at Ethington, ~ th

% Some would bribe the blackemith to mako thel
lenden instead of jron rivets, which, when_bi_u:('_ke‘n
with charcoal hatd much the appestance of jrdd,“whi
they could be easily taken out or returned.  Oue

W,

fully adjusted, or changed for others less objec-

would buy o leaden rivet; 33!51 fo;" s0me’ tlme
was practised.—Mier Ezpedition, ~ .

4
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worker in iron left the carcel—to come back
ter -the lapse of half an hour, duly provided
ith-leaden rivets, which were properly placed,

j~according to our hero’s wishes,

. It was about dark when these operations were
i éompleted, and after receiving o liberal reward, |
the smith departed with a pleasant * busnos

i noches "—good night.

... The outer door of the carcel had searcely
olosed upon him, when Ethington’s jewelry was
ying harmlessly beside him, So far, all had

L grove, well ; other steps were now o be consid-

ered, and he lay awake a long time during the

pight, coneocting various plans of eseape, very |
bw of which, upon mature consideration, ap-

f peared feasiblo.
. When the turnkey brought him his black
 bread and water the next morning,  he was still
ahdecided. While he was examining the car-
col, and puzzling his brains for expedients, a
EMexican female was ushered into his cell. The
turnkey drew back, closed the door, and the
ftwo persons thus left cara a cara, regarded
h-other with ‘profound embarrassment.
_ The young lady was very pretty, and wore
the- silken rifiosa, -that covered her shoulders
nd neck, with charming grace.
“Good morning, senorita,” said Ethington,

w.
The bright-eyed beauty blushed like a peony,
] gathered ‘h_BIi' ribose more closely about her
gomely person.

- You arean American 2 ghe said,. or rather
skod, timidly. -

- Walter replied in the affrmative, and with
a.gmile politely pointed. towards the only seat
in the cell.

. ¢ Ave Maria!” she added, glancing ahout
e little cell. “What a close place, and
at irons they bave put upon you, senor 1?

* They are very ungraceful, senorita. Should
u be afraid of me, if I were to take them
. )
" replied the fair visitor, color-

Sl :N;;,‘ sehor;’ ‘
“ I think not—why should I7”

4

.$he language of the conuntry, and bowing very |

Ethington. ¢ Now, fair\bloncella,, tell me what
you wish ; or more properly, the object of your
visit 7’ :

“Not to harm you, sener,’” replied the
maiden. ’ S

«“Ah, Tean well believe that,”” answered
Walt]{ar.' “The heart of kind woman ig the
same ill over the. world, When she visits the
prisoner, it isusually to do the work of an angel
of merey.”’ ' .

“ﬂ*f@acﬁz’sz’ﬂias gractas—thank you; it is
kind of you to say s0. Do you know any of
the Texan Rangers 7"

side with them many a time.”

“ There is one among them—"’

The maiden hesitated and looked down.

“Iread part of your secret, I think. There
i3 one among them whom you know ! added
Walter. Lo

“ 8, genor.”’ i

“ Perhaps he is fond of you,” continued the
other, softly. ‘* May I ask his name "’
 Cameron,”” agid the maiden. —

ho i honorzble, ton. ‘If he hasmade any prom-
ises, he will keep them.”’ ; .
“ Bueno !”? vaid she, and seemed well pleased.
“ But fell me, how you came here; T will ‘sit
down here and listen very patiently; 1 shall
not be tired.”

sab down and remained guiet, while Ethington
leaned against the wall and told her how he was
captured, together with some of the prineipal
events in.his history. .

* You were at the Alamo, then ¥’

¥ was, doncelln.’” -

“ You saved a young man’s life there 7"’
T did.”?
_ ** That was my brother,” said Carmencita.
~*How fortunate that T did o ; beeause it
saved you so much grief.” '
¢ And saved your life 2
¢ Yes,” .
‘ And shall save it again,” added'Carmen-

* Sure enough! why should you!’ said

.

cita, firmly. I love him very miuch, aid I

-

. am grateful to you, because you saved his life,

Andrea you have spoken of, so very eruel and

" deceitfal 7 - & : .
" carcol shut out the charming figure of his new !

friend.

 deceive you.

“I know them well ; T have fought side by I

your friend, and protectress. Colonel Sawrie-
gro is expeeted here daily.”

¢ Lieutenant Cameron—a brave fellow; and

And OCurmencita—-for that was her name—
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bo set at liberty, and before thet time if. pos-

1 am sorry that you ave so unhappy. Was this|e

Ethington sighed and remained gilent.
* «You look sad ; it was very wrong of her to
But let us think of getting you
out of this gloomy carcel.” -

«1 am not averse to that, thongh having
formed so agrecablo an acguaintance, I am not
g0 anxious in bhat respeet as I was.”” . .

« You mey be obliged to stay here some time
yei to enjoy it,”’ replied (armencita, with a

SEX. .
sufforings to have the sympathy of one gentle ;
heart ; and if he sighed when the dark-eyed ;
(armencita passed from sight, he was sadder
when he could no longer hear the Yight echo of

753

ible.”” :
Ethington expressed his thanks in graceful .
erms, and saw, with a sigh, the door of the ]

Misanthrope as he had been, and still was,

he was not insensible to the worth of the other

He £t that it wes an amelioration of his |

Jsugh. * But you must be patient ; I may nob{por footsteps.

bo able to do anything for you in one day, or
two, perhaps, yet you are safe.” :

. Musing upon the tones which still lingered

like some sweet perfume with which the senses.

1< seom to be safe,’” said Welter, looking et | p,g poon . momentarily regaled, he repeated the I

the damp stone walls. _
“ Yes, but not in that sense: = You shall be

-ab liberty before a week. Remember tliat I am

« And who iz Colonel Saviiegro 1? gsked

lter. .
W?“ M padre—my father,” answorad Carmen-

cita. * When he returns to Laredo, you shall
: .

burning words of England’s nablest bard :

+ Y have not loved the world, nor the world, me,;~=
But let us pavt fair foes; I do believe,
Though I have found them not, that there may be a
Words which nre things—hopes which will not do-
ceive,
And virtites which are merciful, nor weave
“Spares for the failing; I would also deern

| Oer others’ gricfs that some sinecrely grieve ;

That two, or one, axc almost what they secm— "
That gootlness is no nams, and happiness no dream, ‘




CHAPTER XIV.

0l . )
’I’HE RASCALLY WORLD »—rup ESCAPE FROM THE CARCEL.

THE life of a prxsoner is & dreamy ons un-
doer the most favorable cirouastances.
An unconquerable desire to he ;i‘[jl{"arwe, and
master of his own actions, takes possession of |
bim, and haunts him night and dey.  He sighs
for the. pure breezes and the bright sunshme
o dark walls grow darker e ery hour, and his
g chains more irksome. He envies the birds their
freedom, and sometimes feels that he ‘would ex-
hange places with the homblest insect that
reeps through the crevicos of his prison.
- Despite an oceasional visit from Camiencita
‘Walter felt depressed, and a rapidly mcxeusm;
esire to escape. The idea was ever present,
. and fized itself most deeply npon his mind, that
| ~Andrea was in danger. He could not exoreise
' this anxiety bywvertmor to her infidelity to him.
he truth that she was still dear to him could
F not be wholly disguised.  Ho owed her the same
B kind offices that ho owed to all human beings.
B 1f she was in danger, it was his duty to warn
- and save her, even as he should 'do for any
. female under heaven. That she wes in dan-
- ger, he was now fully convineed ; the threats of

But he was in prison; e could not ﬂy to
warn and, sid her. Reﬂectlons of this naturs
will serve to explain the great : goevet of hia fm-
patience. Bul we would not convey the idea

that he hoped aught from Andrea; for he did
[ not.

ne resurrection.

One day the turnkey thrust another prisoner
into his cell.

tive.
nothmg

o He i3 2 very  harmlesy fellow,”
turnkey ; ““and you will like him. He i so
see. Ah, Dios! I wish they were all as doeile.”
Tt the new-comer wag ** dogile,”” his appearance
areatly belied him ; for Walter, after a hasty
serntiay, detelmmed that a more ugly looking
fellow never respired within the four walls of a
prison.
have been picked «up from'among the lowest of
the robber hordes that infest t}se dark valleys

- Wikoft' had proved as much

and gloomy mounteing of Mexico. His Hfice,

- eigarillo st the moinent of his entry.

 gommunication with los Americanos,” said the

To him she wag dead and there could be .

miserable world,” he added, ‘o
His plea for doing this was that .

the earcel was full, and there was no alterma-
Fithington expostulated bnt it availed -

' \. shouldn’l‘. e here, if it were not g0; mo se,
sai(l the .

peaceable that I put no irons upon him, you  §° had felt a conviction within him that his objeet

He was a Mexiean, and secmed to

THE TEXAN BRAVO.

that portion of it not lost in a wilderness of
dirty black beard, was frightfully seamed with
sears, received, he only could tell where smd
wnder what circumstances.

His ' apparel had been rich and showy in it
day, with the full complement of silver buttons

and red stufls ; but its gaudiness kad long since |-

ged away, a,nd it now. exhibited only a large
amount of filth and raggedness. He had a
strong odor of vino mascal, and was enjoying a

“He's as gentle as a lamb ** gdded the twrn-
key.

‘The fellow drew forth his cigarillo, grinned
borribly, and bowed.

“ What's his crime ¥’ asked Walter, not at
all liking the tout ensemble of his prison-mate.

“Te is suspected of holding treasonable.

turnkey, and retired.

The worthy gentleman took possession of
Ethington's couch of straw without ceremony,
and smoked away ot the stump of his eigarillo
with admirable nouchalance, eyeing our hero all
thie while with much attention. .

* Will you have a cigarro ¥’ he asked.

Walter declined the proffered civility. -

“ Ah1 lo que es el mundo ! ah, what is the
world ¥’ he exclaimed, in a sentimental way,
though in & voice far from musical. -~ “It’s a
a very raseally
world.” : ‘
© ¢ Perhaps, so,” replied Walter.

T kiow it i, resumed the fellow; L

senor.’
From the instant Ebhmgton saw thls man, he

in coming there was not a good one; that (to
be plain) some evil was meditated against him-
delf. THis sinister expression, acertain villanous.
twinkle .in- the eye, his easy devil -may-care
familiarity; all tended to strengthen his suspi-
clons, and:put him apon his gaard.

T have heard, senor, thatyou are a des~
perate fighter,’” he remarked, after a silence of

T

and therefore replied :
“Yes, I am a match for three Mexma.ns

shoulders, and a facetions expression.. .
-4 Raw flesh !’ answered Walter, gruffly.
4 What kind, senor ?” :
“I prefer a tender Mexican,” repheri Wal-
ter,
scowl., * Los . Americanes are canmbals!
Well, I have heard so.
“ Prodigiously I’ said Waltor.
you.”
His prison-mate perpotrated a strange laugh
resembling the growl of a young bear. . .., -

and he resolved to watch the Megican, closely. ‘

FRE

ed him, but Ethmgton made no, reply.
«T have fought in various “places,.. senur,

he said ; bub there was noresponse, e
el have received my share of wounds, tdo.
I have deserved well of . my country, and you-
see how I am rewarded. As 1 said before, it s 7

a rascally world.”

grated: windows.
stealing in.

are sleepmg

persons are apt to do. REE
The man laid aside his sambrera, W wh

.| he had worn till now, threw . aside. thip ;shm&

gtump of his eigarro, and - sorutinized Walte
features partwular!y .As he ben forward to

several minutes,

got a hetber view, the Intter. pemewed,‘ ﬁl& h

Walter thought it best to encourage t}ns 1&9@, .

[

Walter's suspicions were now fully. awakened K

In order to do so, when hg believed himeelf
unobserved, he closed his eyes ‘after a Jittle
time, and feigned sleep.  The prisoner address-

Walter'’s breathing . was deep aml nafzural 4
His chest heaved as a slecping person’s , chest
should ; but his eyes were not quite shut. . Bt }
was near the hour of night; the sun’s beams
were recedmg rap1dly from the prison, and made
but & faint tragk of light across the bars.of the -
The first mist of twilig'htcamb 1

 You-are had aompany, senor; I ‘balieve yon 1
Our hero respired heavily, znd . ]

made a slight spasmodic. movement;.as. sleepnfg 4

¢ You must be very strong.- What do yau ‘_
eab?” said the now-comer, with a shrug of the - _

“« M Dios!” exclmmed the fellow, w!t.h a ‘

Do you love to fight?”
“If thege I
chains were off, I should like to try it - with




-l of ‘a small dagger comeealed beneatﬁ his
frock. Suspicion now deepened into'a convie-
tion 'amotnting almost to certainty. Walter

¢ yawned heavily, and brought his hands into a

pnsit‘ion where he could suddenly cast, off the

Jiron clasps from his wrists. | o
The' new-cother relapsed instently into a list-

loss posture; but whon our hero feigned to

- alumber soundly again, his former vigilant ex-

b -

 pression returned. He arose noiselessly to his
< foet and Jaid his hand upon his breast over the

3 ‘dagger Buit he “hesitated ; a certain kind of
- fear seerned to hold him fast and root him to

" the' sE’ot.

L Possibly the reports which he had heard of

‘the strength and courage of the man hefore him
words of Walter himself might have had their
~effect.” The natural feroeity of his nature began
<16 triumph over his-seruples. Before him was
Fwork in ‘koeping with the events of his past Life.
“Fo-him thero wis an excitement in - the shed-

- - ding of human blood that possessed an infernal

charm. - Ho'grasped the weapon whose silver
“hilt peeped from his bosom and glistened i the
feeble light.: His massy chest was agitated with
-thé powerful emotions at work within him, and
"Walter could’ discern its unnatural Ifeavings.

+His nostrils dilated ; his lips were compressed] -

upon the teeth ; his eyes flashed like glowing

i furnaces, * He thrust one foot forward,.and

‘stood on tip-toe. The weapon was drawn forth,

L ‘another step 'Was made, and the assassin’s breath
L ‘was ‘concentrated in- his lungs for the fatal

0 Walter ' snddenly arose

gtroké. - - . :
to his feet, grasped
*his ¢hains firmly in his hands, swung them aloft,

i ond brought them down upon the head of the

tyiadle him filier in-his purpose. The strange]-

_ |
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tually as he could. While he was performhjg
this friendly office, a small whistle rolled fioy
the pocket of the Mexiean.

““ No doubt this has ealled your feHow-rogyes
together many a time,” sald Walter, taking i
from the floor. * Perliaps,” he added, after 3
little reflection, I may make it useful.”

The assassin began to show signs of life, ang

Walter thrust a handkerchief into. his montk t,
keep him quiet. He then ‘divested him of bis
frock or tunic, in the best way he could, with the
assistance of the dagger. He transferred the
garment to his own person; and shortly after
the trowsers, silver buttons, grease and all
changed owners in'a similar manner; while the
broad sombrero graced his brows.
The assassin now gave indieations that he wi
sensible of what was taking place. Hé attempt.
ed to arise, but was disagreeably baffled by the
jewelry.

¢ Thig is a'bad world, senor, a very rascally
world 1"’ -seid Walter; quoting the language of
his ¢ dogile ”’ friend. ' -

“ People aro so ungrateful !’ added Walter.
““See what you get by serving your: friends!
Ab, capitan, the world is full of ingratitude I”

The man shook his fetters desperately, and
growled down his throat. : ‘

‘I hope your employers paid you something
beforehand, for' I ‘dare say they would not
seruple to cheat such a peaceable fellow as your-
self. I hope, also, that you saw a priest before
you came on this ugly business. T am strongly
tempted to try this dagger’s edge. - You would
oblige me by indieating the precise spot whers
that organ representing the human affections'is
supposed to be located.” .

- By close scrutiny, Walter was able to per-

B presently the door of his cell was opened by the

 sto0d before the large. door of the prison; the
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" Walter now resolved to male an experiment
shich possibly might be the means of regaining
his liberty, and perhaps; on the contrary, might
gid to the rigor of his imprisonment. He placed
the whistle to his liij and blew a s]aril.l blast..
Tu o short time he heard steps approaching; and

{urnkey. - _ -
Walter drew the sombrero over his-eyes, and

jostled him in such a mauner, while he was en-
teisig, 2 to knock the light from bis hand.
« Tt iy done,”’ he whispered, ¢ let us go.
«Jesu, semor'! So soon?’ exclaimed the
turnkey. )
“Yes, 1t is all over; eome away, and
. Fthington canght him by the arm, and hurried
him along the corridor of the carcel towards the
litle court opening upon the strest. They

9

keepor fambled in his girdle for thekey ; but, it
being totally dark, tried several, before be found
the right one. They paszed into the court, and
a gate was yet to be opened.
+ Was It easily done ?”’ asked hig conduetor,
as ho placed a key in the lock. N
« Quite;’’ said Walter. Oue_ blow, -and
all was over.”
«Tafe is short,” moralized the kecper. ]
¢ Very, and changeful, too,” answered Wal-
ter.
The key had already turned in the Yook of
the outer gate, when tho first rays of the, moon,
which had just erisen, fell across Walter’s fafae.
«« Ak, Dios! whom have we here ?” exclaim-
od the keoper. 3 ,
Tor a reply, Walter knocked him down, and
pushing open the gate, ran from the carcel a8

fast as possible,

ceive that the villain was excessively terrified,
really believing that his last hour was come;
for in his opinion a desperate fellow, like the
* Texan Bravo,” would not pass over so good
an opportunity to-gratify his sanguinary disposi- -
tion. * He would bave begged humbly, abjectly
for his lifs, had his tongue been -at his eom-
mand ; but as it was, he could only Lift up his
roanacled hands in mute entreaty.

| -villain with all the power of his museular arms.
' The effect was instantaneous and decisive.
, The asszasin was crushed to the floor with the
b force of the shock, and lay motionless and senss-
f deisi: The - weight of the chains, and the
B ‘Bréngth - applied, might have prostrated a wild
buffilo upon the prairies.
[ ' Ethinglon imwmediatély transferred his irons
b to his Tollow-prisoger, and secured him as eﬂ‘ec—l




CHAPTER XV.

THE ATTACK ON,THE FORT.

THF mghb drew on apace and flung its
gilent shadows over the land of the
*“Lone Star.” Praitie, lake and chapparel
wero wrapped in the dreamy mists of the hour.
"/The gentle winds had departed mtb the sum,

. and left the leaves at rest. The wild melody of
birds floated no longer upon the fragrant sir.
_ The little lake near the fort seemed to slumber
in the stillness.

«Men,”” eaid Wilson, **a serious contest is
before us.
rough yet firm walls of wood. We have for a
long time been trained to war, and each of us
knows what is required of him in a esse like
this. In our hands we hold the weapons which
have sent terror among our enemies more than
once. No men livig understand the art- of

. mging them better than we. The Texan Ran-
gers are well known and dreaded, and we will
- mot throw a stigma upon their well-earned repu-
tation. Yondor you can discern the bivouae of
our foes ; they are cowards when matehed with
equal numbere, and revengeful when the superi-

But we are well protected by these |

will destroy us to a man, if- they can, and the
fate of the defenders of the Alamoand of Golisl
tells us what we may expeet. Let us rememhes
that we were at San Jacinto, and do our duly
to the last. © Surrender, we will not ; T, for ane,
would sooner perish where I stand.””.

* And I also,” said Cameron; ¢ andI als,”
responded every one. .

* Bhall we wait for them to attack us ¥’ ade
ed Wilson; “or shall we give them a taste of
our metal ; they are within' reach of us, as you
will perceive.’ :

‘ Perhaps we had Dbetter keep quiet uatil
they make a demonstration,” replied Cameron.

: * They are preparing to do it now,”” rebum
ed Wilson. ‘“See, a small party have mount
ed their mustangs to see what they ean make of
us at a nearer point of view. ‘They are armed
with earbines and escopetas, I should judge.
They hope the darkness will render their bodies
rather indistinet marks for our rifles, - They
expect to draw our fire at but little personal

crity of numbers gives them an advantage. They

hazard, and thus determme our strength

-
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«That is no doubt their mtentlon,
Gameron

“See if you can cmmt them,
captam

#There arc about fifteen advancing. I won-
Jer how many empty saddles will retwrn; it
would be interesting to know. I wish the moon
would hurry up.  How still it in; such a hush
& this frequently precedes storms. T would
give something to know what those fellows are
t}unkmg of. Perhaps the fear of desth has al-
ready fallen upon some of them wmh all 1ts c}nll-
mg mystery.”’

* Parker, who wag standing near Cameron,
turned towards him with a strange though quiet
spile, faintly @iscernible in the feeble light
which erept in throngh the pierced walls.

- veplied

added the

1 should think they might feel some dismal
forebodings.  If there are indeed presentiments
they should have them; for they are so mear
their dissolntion,”” added Wilson, impressively,
“that the angel of death might etugh them with
his wings as he flies over.’

“T will pick off the leader,” sald Cameron.
“Good heavens ! how tardy the moon is I’

“We ean gee well enough to answer onr pur-
pose, I think. NOW, men, see if you can cover
w object with your steel barrels. Let your
barkers speak up sharp and disturb the dlges—
tion of some of those fellows!. Cameron, give
yonder ¢hap an ounce and a half.”

“Tt shall be done, captam, * gaid the leu-
tenant

“@o yer death, massa Kentuck,” added
Felix.

“X can cover hun,” adflecl Cameron

. *Then give it to him.”

A single report broke the silence; tho fore-
most saddle was emptied, the party drew suds
denly up and were motionless for a brief space ;
but that brief space was enough. The Rangers
luata.ntly ponneed in their ﬁxe, with what eﬂ'eet
they could not well judge ; for the darkness of
the hour and the smoke served to cover the
retreat of the survivors; but it was quits cer-
kit from the speed with which thoy veturned to

L
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their companions, that their ammunition had not
been wasted. ‘
This prompt and probably unexpeetéd re-’
pulse checkéd the ardor of the asailants for the
time being, and the Rangers began'to beliévé

the night, but they were doomed to disappoint- .
ment. Just before the dawn of day. there was
a general assault upon the fort. Advancing upon -
all sides, save that towards the lake, they dis-
charged their carbines, and received the five of
the Texans. Some of them reached the fort
and elambered upon its flat reof; others passed

rial that they could obtain, After several at-

tempty, a dense rmoké curled up from the roof, -
and presently a flame, whick soon streamed up

into the kkies, reflecting fantastic- shadow& updn"
the lake.

. During the time oceupied in producmg?'tllis'”’
result, the Rangers had not been idle’; théy
had employed their weapons with deadly effuét ;'
but the darknessthat is always the preeursor of“ ‘
day, proved their ememy. -

1ess they burn us ont, and these logs are' tod'
green to afford them much chaneo of tha(‘. woo

¢ They begin to give back,” reniarkéd Cam-
eron. * The Texan rifles temfy them. Hatk" !’
what was that ¥’

T hoard nothing uew, ’ veplied Wilson.

#1 smell five I exclaimed Cameron. « Lok
up they have kindled a fire over our headg ‘
The infernal heathen wish to burn as alive””’

son. **The logs are too wet to burn—it will
go out of itrelf. ‘Give it to them, - mon——be

heads—be sure that every shot telis.”

“The ‘Lone Star’ forever g shout.eé t.he
Rangers.

Wilson paused and looked anxiously wp ; t,he
fire was indeed spreading. iy

*“T thought it was too green to. bum, h,e :
observed,. while a painful shade of anxlety crm-
ed hls face.

them up dry sticks and every combustible mate- .-

“ They can’t reach us,” said Wilso, "‘un- ‘

that they shouldn’t be molested again dirivg:

“Keep tool—they ean’t do it!"” cried Wd- -

lively—blaze away wherever you see theu-

:




» ¢« Green wood makes the hottest fire when
fairly sterted,” said the lieutemant, ‘‘They
have kindled it with dry sticks and bark.”
i % Look a heah, massa Kentuek,” observed |
b . Pelix. ©“ Jest let dis darkey feller out, and
| be'll fix de fire in no time, and perhaps less dan
. dﬂt 13 .

«+¢:Nongense, Felix ! they’ll fix you, more
likely,’* returned the ca.pta.m

“Tism't a gao& mark, massa cap en,” e
angwered.. )

 And why mot "’ asked Wl].SGI].

b “’Kase I’s s0 near de cullor ob de night,”

’ re_]omed the Afrioan.

“¢ They’ll see the wlutes of those two eyes,”’
remarked Cameron.’ _

4 I wasn't dressin’ myself to you,”
Fehr, with dignity.

44T fear to let you venture out,” aﬂded the
captain. -

4Tl ’spress myself and lummate de nature
‘ob de.suhjeck ; I’d rudder beshot dan to burn,
masse. Kentuck ; datisde pecooliar state ob my
indervidooal senterments.”

1  What can you do out there, Felix P asked
Ji Wllson, after looking again anxtously ab the
flaines, which were fa,st inereasing in volume.

“Frow off de eomhustionable sticks, and
pltch de Meszicums to de debbil,” replied Felix,
firmly. " ““Now open de door and lot me out
quick, for de flames hegin to promulo-ate Iike
tmderg” .

Wllson cast one more hurried glanee upwar&
and, then sa:d ‘

. G'ro, ‘and 1f you are killed, we shall lose cne
of, %é best 1 mggera in the world.”

“Dat me look out in that direction before
you unbar the door,” said Cameron- “ Now's
yoir* tlme—all ‘clear—Tlet him out,”” he added,
lmmedlately

‘EAy P said Wl]son-—“open it 1s—go it,
Feliz.” \ |

" Go yer death 1 eiied the latter, and dash-
ed out into the open air where the bullots were
$ ﬂyuig Yike 'hadlstones. ‘Tn a moment he had
gri¥fied the ends of the' projecting logs, and

said
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were still there, feeding the flames with dry
sticka and bark which their comrades throw up
to them. The Africin sprang towards thep
with irresistible fury ; one he felled ‘with b
fist,  and the " other he eaught in his athlesi,
arms and threw from the réof as he would have
thrown a billet of wood ; another morhent and

tions.

A loud shout arose from the Mexicans, and
a shower of balls whistled about him as he spun
the flaming materials away with his foot. The
task was done ; the negro swung his old hat in
the air——~shouted. at the top of his voice:

“Go yer death, yer debbils I leaped dovn
and wag instantly pulled into the fort by Wilson
and Cameron.

** Heaven bless your woolly kead !” exclaim.
ed the captain, ““There’s considerable of the
Kentucky alligator about you, after all.
a brave darkey, and I'll bear that in mind.” .
‘“’Bpress yerself—pile it on,” said Telix.
Tt being near dawn, the enemy made no

covering themselves as much as possible behind
trees, rocks and shrubbery to guard against the
fatal effects of tho Texan rifles. The chapparel

was most frequent in that direction. Qceasion-
ally a bullet would find its way through s cre-
vice, and its strength being spent, roll* harme

wall with feeble foree.

The Rangers were 1mpat1ent for t.he daylight,
that they might use their weapons with more
fatal results. The darkness melted away before
the approaches of the sun.
along from the ruddy east, and revealed the
scens of the contest. :
Beveral figures were discovered lying upon
|the earth whose eyes received no light, and
whose bodies felt no warmth from the dazzling
beams. They had fallen in the conflict ; their
eary were deaf to all earthly sounds, and the

b} . drawn himself to the. roof. Two of the enemy

were extmgulshed forever,

be was scattering the b_l‘mng brands in all direg. -

[him 23 he was falling,

You'rs -

farther attempts to fire the fort, but kept apa’
continual discharge of carbines and escopetas, -

served their purpose very well, and the firing

lessly upon the ground, or strike the oppomta ,

The red light swepb“ | “Do you feel as though you were going ¥

fer much~-1 had hoped to have gone essior.”

passions which ‘had hurried them to their fate
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Pa.rker stood near Wilson reloading his nﬂe,
which he had just discharged. The latter turn-
¢l to the former with a good-natured smile :
-+ You gee that your presentiments amounted
to nothing,” he remarked. I hope you foel
guite well now "’ -

«Tt is not noon yot,”’ was the calm reply.

“If I should fall, bury me here, and say to my |

friends that I did my duty.”

Parker ceased speaking, and threw his ram-
wod upon the ground. " In the very act.of plac-
ing a eap upon the tibe, a ball struck him upon
the breast ; he staggered, and Wilson caught

“It’s in my lungs,” said Parker.
' The eaptain tore open his vest, and the blood
was bubbling slowly from a wound in the right
breast.  Wilson had seen many wounded men,
and knew by the peculiar red color of the vital
aurrent that it came from the lungs.

“Don’t mind me,” added Parker. * Vomu
wn employ yourself better; it’s of no wse. I
keew it wonld come to this.”

The kind-hearted ranger did what he eould to -

sunch the blood, but it was a vain attempt.
He placed some blankety under him, thén re-
tumed to his post and encouraged the men, who
e endeavoring to pick off these who had
fiken o position in the chapparel. Tt was cer-
tain death to him -who exposed his person ; an
unseen messenger was sure to find him.

In 2 short time Wilson was by Parker’s side
rnint.  He was suffering intense pajn ; af every
respiration the blood: welled forth afresh.

“How do you ﬁnd yourself 7’ asked the
taptain.

“It goes hard with me,” said Parker,
wntinued Wilson, taking his companion’s hend.

‘ Binking fast,” murmired Parker.  Isuf

“ Can I do anything—do you feel prepared i
8dded the eaptain.

“Ag well' prepared, pethaps, aa if T had
been permitted to live longer. War is not a

painfully eonvulsed. is
here—here,”—laying his hand upon his chest. -

voice. ,
bound to the unknown country ; the last enemy |
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" “Youhave fought for your country,” said
Wilson.

“ Yes, in the past; but now I am ﬂghﬂmg

with an enemy that eannot be conquereﬂ ” re-
plied Parker.

“The angel of death is strong, ” sa.ld the \

ranger, wiping his eyes.

“Yes, he tears me,” added the dying man, -
¢ His fingers are at work

Cameron now drew near, and leaning on the

“You see how it is,” said Parker, in a fa.um
“I am paying the last debt; I'm

is pressing hard ‘upon me.”

“We are sorry to part with you, » rephed
Cameron, solemnly. '

Hor a short time the dying ranger was uns.ble
to speak, and the angel tugged away at his brave
heart. He then raised himself upoen his elbow -
and spoke ag:un

“IT'm going on the long mareh,” he added
< g rond which all the world must march over
I hear the fattoo of death; I go to my lust .
quarters! God bless youwfarewell »o

Parker feehly pressed the hands of his com-

panions, his lips moved as if in prayer-—he . 4
looked 2t Wilson, smiled, and joined the great .

army which no man can number.

An hour before noon they buried him there,
and the sun at his meridian erept in, and his:
beams lay across the grave. : 3

The enemy hzwmg lost many of their- num=»
bers, ohserved much caubion in their oﬂ'enSNe
operations during the day, but upon the ensuing.
night several determined asspults were made,.

which were promptly repelled by the Texans. E
Attempts were also made to fire the fort, but, -

providentiaily their purpose ‘was baffled by. a, -

shower. Finding that they gamed nothlng by

this mode of warfare, the Mexicans now resoh‘red .

to reduce the brave band by famine. i
But little was now done on either axde a.nd
the assailants waited patiently for. hunger ,ﬁo

trade that. fits one for heaven,”” was the reply,
spoken with much effort. ‘

perform what mere force of arms eould not

kN

barrel of his rifle, looked sadly upon the face.of | . ]
his comrade ‘in arms.
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“Fhe Rangers saw with feelmgs of the deep-

est solicitude their little stock of provisions
- westing rapidly ‘away, and finally disappear.
Théir new enemy ‘was now the most formidable.
. They began to suffer from hunger and thirst,
. miore particularly the latter.

“ Bomething must be done,”
Wilson one day to Cameron.
lows Vegin to suffer.”

+#T'know it,”"" replied the licutenant ; ** and
1 have thoug'nt of a plan which may perhapa
succeed.””

* Let us hear it,"” replied the other.
| "II; is this,” said Cameron. * When it be-
. comes dmk tonight; T will leave the fort and
eddeavor to make my way to the other side of
the lale where we loft our horses. If fortume
_ favors. me, I shall reach Bexar and bring you
- relief. * A fewshots from our gallant boys would
dlsp{arse yonder cowards like sheep.”

“But the great 61ﬁeulty of your plan is to
leiive the fort without being shot down or taken.
They mtend to starve us out—that.is evident ;

- and they ‘are watchmg u8 a5 a cab watches a
b moitse. 3 girieves me to see a brave man haz-
. ard'big: life'tn such a- way, for the chances are
against you, ‘ten to one.’

T aml }are that itis a bazardous under-

sald Captain
“ Qur brave fel-

taking. captpin’; but one will be more likely to
succéed thyh allof us. T am resolved to try,”
replied Cameron.’

4 No, Twill go. I pbmned this expedﬂ:wu ;
T'biave led you and our companions in arms into
danger, and it shall be mine to make an attempt
to éxtricate them,” said Wilson.

¢ WY will not consent to it,””.replied Cameron, |

eumestly “¢ I claim the right to incur the risk.
Romember Marianna.”

O have thought of her,”” answered the cajp-
tain’ - .And thers is & name you have spﬁken
wﬂuoh T have not' forgotien.”

4 “Yes, Carmencita; but her remembrance
- niast nok dster me from duty ; it should rather
st.mmlata mo o acts ‘of heromm,?’ rejoined the
listitenatit.

"?er‘emvmg that Cameron’ was fally beat upon
puttmg “Hia plan into ¢xecution, Wilion ceased

| cally.
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to press the sub_}ect farther; and when the night

on his mission.

make the attempt, ** I will leave with you; for
if anything should happen to me, I should not
like to have it fall ‘into the hands of our ene.
mies ; it has done to0- much good service t
merit' such a fate. T will take this weapon that
belonged to poor Parker. Now, my lads, lot ug

never meet again,”’

“Tt is useless to tell you to be cautious,”
said the captain;, “for I know you will exer
cise all the prudence that mortal man can. Ff
you shouldn’t be successful, and we should
never sce your face again in time, “what shall we
say to Carmencita, should we ]nppen t0 moet
her by some singular chance ?”

“That T was true to her to the last ; that
will be enough ; she Wlll know whiat it mean, N
ke replied.

“ Word for word,” responded Wilson.

It is quite dark now and I need delay no
nlonger

The door was opened cautiously ; the manly
form of Cameron passed out, and all was still

They listened breathlessly, but no sounds came
back to tell them of their comrade’s fate. They
ventured o hope that he had baffled -the vigil
ance of the enemy and reachéd the opposite
side of the lake in safety, -

“T think I ean see some object in the water,”
said one of the men.

“8o can I,” said Felix.

“ Where ?” agked Wilson.

The first speaker indieated the spot with his
finger.

C I s0e!” exclaimed the‘ captain, euergeﬁ-‘
* It’s Cameron ; he js swimming aeross
the lake. His rifle is lashed upon his back, and
he strikes out boldly; but I fear this sudden
burst of moonlight will betray bim.”

““He igatill within gunshot of the enemy,”

their bullets in a moment.” .

came, the former made preparatmns to go forth - ‘Hark ! T hear the centinela alerta of the senti-

< This rifle,” said Camuron, when reudy to‘

shake hands all round, for perbaps we may -

adcled the other; ¢ t.hey could riddle lum with
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«He's a strong swimmer,”’ smd the Gapt&m,

shut T fear the chances are greatly against him. |

nels.’ Cameron has gone down ; but he breaks
water and appears zbove the surface again. He
is yet -undiscovered ; I believe he will suc-
ceed.” ‘

The parties watched the brave swimmer until.
be passed round a small headland and was no
longer visible. From each -heart there went up
a silent yet earnest. prayer for his safety...

In the long eatalogue of human miseries there
is none 'mors ‘dreadful.. th%n the agonies of in-|

tense thirst, The’ Rangers had ‘already begun

to feel its horrors;; lips were: parchgd tongues

hot and dry. . If they slept ‘they saw in their |
dreams dehclous streanis” of water that, mocked
their thirst. R ‘e

But necesmty 15; the mother uf expedlents 3
with such imiplements as. they had, the men be-
gan to dig a hole withi hgu: MATTOW preemets
After much labor they ];la :thio pleasure of seeing
the exeavation gradually £l with dirty looking ! ¢
water; but they drank it eagerly and Wlth grate—
ful hearts.

Their courage now revwed and the enemy
heard them cry viva la Texas, witl an energy
that surprised them. Wilson declared that the
muddy liquid was the sweetest water he ever
drank.

We will not follow the devoted band step by
" step in the sufferings which they experienced

for the mexttwo days. We- w1Il ot deseribe

their hollow cheeks and sunken- eyes, nor paint
the inroads of hunger upon constitutions natu-
But there were no murmurings
heard, Stern resolution and defiance was writ-
Each
‘spoke hopefully, and no one thought of sur-
rendermg Each remembered the fate of Tra~|
vis and Bowlie, Crocket and Fannin. When-
ever an enemy came within range, he instantly
d it was

rally robust.

ten in legible characters upon every face.

covered the sight of a Texan rifle;
next to a miracle ifhe escaped.

On the night of the second day after the de-
parture of Caméron, the assilants made a des-
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llevmw tha,t the Texans must inevitably be inaf
poor eondition to fight, they resolved to defor 8
the moment of triumph no longer. o
The Kentuckian encouraged his c'oufpaiﬁéns,
and determined to beat them beck ‘or perish |
All was done that the most exalted courage could ]
suggest, or the most dogged obstinacy mspu‘e v
The men fought with the despemtwn of des]
pair ; but hunger had enfeebled theni, and con-
:tinued watching, anxwty‘ and exertion had§
wasted their energies to an a.Ia.rmmg degree
None were more daring or efficient than Fe iz
Ho nsed his master’s rifle with great effect, and]
ma.mfested a spirit of determined bravery.
i “My friends and comrades,” said Wilson}
«‘the worst has come. We must either beafh
them off, or ‘never see another sun rise. Th
will probably overpower us at last ; but we ﬂi
die here and leave our bones to bleaeh besid{i
those of poor Parker. Q(ur countrymen w-* =
not forget us, and the Rangers will avenge oug
death. It is not so hard a thing to perlsh fight
ing for one’s eountry as cowards i imagine. Thil
| good soldier rises superior to paln he feels b
one slight pang and all is over.” ]

¢ They are ‘all around us,” said one of th
men.  We can keep them out but little loz
ger ; they will either burst in upon us, or bux
| ug up.’ .
. “Tf the Rangers were only here,”
Wilson, ‘ '

¢« We'll fight 'em to the death!” exclaim
the other. .

« Here dey come like de debbil I’ said Fii
lix.” * Good-by, massa Kentuck.” B -

rephe

The enemy were now attempting to foree thf
door. At that instant, the surrounding count i
resounded with rifle shots, and the battle-ery I‘- .
the * Lone Star”” drowned the shouts of the a I ;

hills and gorges.
< *Bpress yerself’ Qo yer death!” crig “‘
Felix, i
“The Rangers, by heavens!” . exclaime]
Wilson. ** Thank God, boys, we are saved.

pemte attempt to storm the little fort. Be-
6

. ““Does ye hear dat?” added Felix, joyfull L

gailants,  and found many an echo among t, b
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it e vqllgy after voIley ‘was heard from ‘gfhé
i Bangers. < Dat’s what does de good.” ‘
ot Hrra, for Texans and Old Kentuek P
ted Wilson.

The_enemy are flying in all du-ectmns,
ne of the men. . .

. Eourse,’ added Fehx,

eﬂd W!]lp de debbil 1 o

‘w; ,,E’e,, Athey come !’ udded tl]e ca.pta,m.
n the door, men.” -

.The door évas qmekly unbarred the ‘brave |

fo. ows rushed out into the open alr,“and@ m-

pdsitiveiy

thmr eo,mpamons with feelmgs of joyi nd [*

gmtltude that 1o pen ean describe.”

ere’s Gameron T eried Captamm‘éé'

a8 lns brav '
\ "o e company came dashmgﬁufp-t"o-

™ ‘M"Jﬁr‘\ .’ s

““He's here,” gaid a voxca, and Camercn him-
Eelf pressed forward and grasped the cutstretoh.
ed hand of Wilson. . * T met our noble lads oy
the way,” he said.. < Ridgley had alread
warned them of our danger, and they were hai
tening to our relief; butthey would not haye
reached us in time t.o have been of any serviee,
if I bad ot foll in“with them and guided them
‘6i7hy - the- sh%rtest and - jnost practicable wa

eed‘ refreshment vsandf“ t, .Y

emegnhar how
§~' Jaglnto

H

1Sélns, EESAD

CHAPTER XVI

. THEE FINALE.

WE left Walter Ethington running from

the carcel. ;e had not;pr ocecded far,
Before the cries of the. tumkcy had “burnéd dut
the guard and many of the" citigens of Laredo.
Qhur hero was surrounded just as he reached the.
plaza ; for not being acquainted with locahtles,
he had taken the wrong direction.?. ‘He’ prepar-
ed for a determined resistance ; but:the guaxd
were brought suddenly upon hnn at @ charge
bayonet, and he was marched bick to: the
earcel. &
Aghe was condueted to his cell, he met the
personage who had attempted his life. Hiis head

* was bleeding pro ofusely, - and be., had just been

relieved of the *jewelry.” Heo favored our

+ hero with an expressive glance, and took occasion |

to remark, with a malicions grin :
i « Thas it was a very rascally world {ndeed ”’
As it was his turn to triumph, _Walter.bit his
lips with vexation, and made no reply. Inafew
moments he found himself established in his old
quarters, and provided with a new seb of i irons.
-much heavier than the former ones. Tt was uce-
loss to repine, and he bore his dlsappomtment
with as much stoicism as possible.

" Carmencita did not visit him for several
and he began to wonder at. her lqmg absen
At length she came. -

“T began to think you had forgntl:en m
he said, with a smile.

<« No, senor; I seldom forget my prom:s
but you, began to despair, it would gedm;, and
Jitried to eseape. without my assmtance,” 'sh_e
swered.

1 aitempted to regain my freedom
turned Walter; 5 ¢ and I think you will pmnuu
the trial excusable, when’ you learn that T

rowly escaped assassination.”” s

Walter then related the partleulars of th
cident which led to his futile endea.vm to i
his liberty. ;

Gan}lenelta was greatly shocked at. hes
this, and declared her’ determmatmn to huy ‘

look-after such things.

“My father has returned fo- Latedo,-
added j *and T have obtamed an ordei for

hberamm In ® few mmuteB yau wnll be
from those irons.’ : ‘
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- While she was speaking, the smith appe&red‘
jand relieved him of his irons.
T feel like 2 man again,” said Ethington,
he spurned the irons away with his foot, and

t that he onee more had the entire control of

his limbs.
i “Isent information to Bexar by a trusty
essenger,” continued Carmencita, ¢ concern-
fng your condition. The bearer of my message
fas fortunate enough to meet those who Jere
bnterested in your fortunes.
h01t distaee from Laredo. You will be con-:
ucted to them, and the debt of gratitude which
: owe you, will, in some measure, be liguni-
Jated.”
; “ Fair Carmencita," rephed Ethm on,f ¢
f how shall I express my thanks? And What
gaall T say to the brave Cameron ?”
[ Just what you please, senor,” she ~answer-
L- 5 *“exeept to tell him that he ‘is not for-
jotten.””
§ ““He will be glad to hear from you:;.T am
i ite certain that I have heard him speak your
jome. . Captain Wilson uzed to rally him about
‘ dark—eyed senorita,” said Walter.
f,?akmg his leave of Carmencita with many
: pressions of esteem and professions of friend-
‘he was provided with a mustang, and con-
tt;:d f;-om Laredo with great secrecy and des-
q
Yonder are yrmr friends,” said the gm&e,
er a ga,llop of an hour. “I noed go no.

& hmgton rode f‘orward and'in a few mo-
@nts, tb his smprise, beheld the tall ﬁgure of
jidgley ; and near hitln was Augustus Heririe,
ged asusial, and Tooking as foppish as ever.
far heo advanced and took the extended hand
¥ Ridgley without reserve. -~ - .
g Your effrts to serve me,” sald Walter,
fhave -disarmed me -of prejudxce I confess
fyself your debtor.”
o The gecount may be balunced at your léi-
Pro,” aeplied Ridgley, smiling,
\" In relation, to you, my young friend,” add-

They await: you's| g1

what to say. You have served me with singu-
lar fidelity and disinterestedness.”
“ But never was so fortunate as to be much
of a favorite,” replied the youth, with a smile.
“I will be frank,” rejoined our hero, with 3
slight change of eolor. “‘T will confess that I
did not formerly feel very ﬁxendly towards
you »”
» ¢ You were inclined to thmk me rather fop-
pmh T beheve, Mr. Lthmgton’,” retumed Au-
stus, good naturedly
x4 If T-were ever so unkm as' o do you in-
]ustlcp, I-trust you will pardon me"'}fer Tregret
mn'rantuda veryzsmcere]y esumed Wal-

'J;rpleasurq, sirs, i ;W]th my smooth
bea.r&less face and _hght figure, it was " perhaps
many manly-attributes’; vewill let that pass.”
of judging by app

- T cordially hoyp
estly ; «for the very habit has caused all your

unhappiness.”

dinlity, < Upon that subject you know' we
never agree.’
** 1 have heard that you once loved my cousin

;| Aliidrea,” rejoined Augustus

“ You heard truly, my good youth. T loved
her. most! ‘devotedly ; but do me the justice to
beligve that ¥ would not have broken off the con-
nection without sufficient cauge.””

‘“Thave never sought your confidence,” said
Ridgley, ““but T ask you now in the st

tude or friendship which you may now be dis-
posed to feel towards me, to speak plainly, and

the abrupt and strange way which you did 3’
““I-will do a3 you desire,” answered Walter,
sadly. “Upon a certain evening T witnessed
an interview between her and another lover, I
saw them part with mutual toars and embraces. |

natura,l that’ ydu- ‘should “think’ mie’ “Wanting in |
T trust if - Wlll cure ¢m of: the foolish ha.bxt .

, d"?‘Rlngey, earn- -

© «“You alhude to Andrea Bt Aubert,” re-
plied Fthington, -quickly, and with less cor;

earnest mantier, and entreat you by any grati- -

inform me why you left my . niece, Andres, in

f

- hour. " Can.you wonder at my misanthropy—

“ness; my headlong haste has made me the
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gan you reproach me that T am miserable Y

« He can do betber than that,” rephed Au-
gustus. ¢ He can inform you that that young
man was her brother, who was to leave her that
very hour to return to his class in a norbhern
college.”’

The party had dlsmounted and were stamdm ¢
near each other. At hearmg this unexpeoted ;
announcement "Walter s'cheek grew -ashy pale,

exclmmm g

“ What i is'this I-]Ielar‘ What strange word
would you uhter ?” IR

The youth was much’ amtated and unable to
reply 1mmed1ately, and Rldgley spoke.

+The lad y speaks the truth. Andrea St.
Aubert is pure a8 the an gels -Bhe was incapa-
ble of wrongmg ; ‘__Natures like hers’ are
elevated far above s - deceit. “An enemy has
imposed upon you.”

« Repeat what you have ‘-‘-al(i . added Wal-
ter, shaking the arm’of Augustus with consid:
erable impatience.” I would hear it repea.ted
from gour lips.”

¢ Tt s true—trae as holy writ,” stammered
Augustus, greatly discomposed by the vehemence
of Walter. J

¢ And that man was her brother " eried the
latter, flinging the youth from him.~ Then'l
have wronged Andrea St. Aubert past forgive-

most unhappy of men. I lhave been duped—
eruelly duped.”

“You have,” reéumerl Ridgley, ¢ and Wikoff

is the man. It wasby his agency that you were
indueed to doubt her and seek proof of her
guilt. He sent the false friend to you who led
you to the place of the pretended wmeeting.”

¢¢ Tt must be so,” returned Walter.

*¢ Tt appears to me,’
you were a little too precipitate.-
have geen my cousin Andrea, before you broke

* said Augustus, that|
You shoulcl
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“Very true; but that time has ‘passed andy
cannot, be recalled I can only lament my
error, and pumsh the v111a1n who has decewej_
me by cunning artifices.” ;
" The revulswn that took place in the mmd, o
Walter was very great, as well as unexpeeted
To hear that Andrea 8t Aubert was mnocent'
was indeed a relief; but with the gladness con:
sequent upon such a discovery, there was, mingy
Jed much self-reproach and bitterness. He pery

‘.‘ ceived that he had been deceived and wronged}

‘| by an artful rival, and while smarting under thd
‘posed grievances, had cruelly wronged ong
dar'to him as his own honor. . ‘
" Ae he rode forward towards Bezar, aca0
panied by Ridgley and Augustus, and the half

| dozexi, neighhors who had velunteered to assisty
the former, he was a subject of the decpest re' .

morse.
“Did you really feel any friendship for An ‘
drea 2’ asked Augustus, uneoncerne&ly . e
. “That's eool !” said Walter, coldly. Yo“
are not very deeply” versed in ma.tters pertam S
ing to the affections 77 :
«« T don’t care to be, if it makes people
desporate,” retorted Augustys. :

« Wait till your beard .grows,” added W‘
ter, with a fmile.

4« That will be a long time,” said the yout.h
passing his hand over hls smooth chin. k

T think so,” answered our hero.

" O the following day the party were agre
ably surprized by meeting the Texan Range
awho were moving towards Laredo, fully, det,e
mined on"Walter’s release. It was a ]
incident to our hero, for -he felt a st
tachment for Captain Wilson and .
Cameron, a8 Well ag  their bra.

manifested for him. The orderto 1
face,” was given, and the Rangers smovec’( .
wards Bexar in the best of spmts

- Felix wag nearly wild with j Joy,

"alter, turnmg to Augustus Henrle, and
g his small, white hand, T searcely know

+

The sight maddened me past endurance, and ‘T

) off the engagement. A word from her would | exceedingly difficult to © *spress himi
have not beenr happy a moment since that fatal g i d

have prevented all this long protracted misunder- | that occasion. Walter did not forget to hn.v
standing.”’ ‘| long interview with Cameron, in which t.hé

5

@




THE TEXAN BRAVO.

op;. swmgmg his hat and much exclted

“Yah yah! heah, heah! T’s gin xtmto

”’ he exclauned with an uncommon exhi-, ;i_
n of § ivory and thtes of the eyes.. -« -yl b

What have you done?” asked Walter:
Killed da debbil ! replied Felix. -
et us follow him,”
Ptam and; Emmgton spuired their horses -after |*
African. , Tn a . short time the. latter: drew |

i
gaid Wilson ; aud the ]

the sound of the angel’s wings, as he conducted
away ap erring soul. |

“Thus ends the carcer of a V:Ilmn P gnid
Wilson.

# Yes,” replied Walter, with a sigh; ¢ and
may God forgive him.”
o S You, mamfest 4, more - Chrlsha:a disposition
than A ever expected, you would,” returned the

i

ranger, as they moved, awa.y from th jspot.

on ‘the’ plece of bottom-land or’ mterval to]

ich the.attention of the reader - has: been be~
‘redlreeted A man was lying upon. the grass,
Woar the river. ‘Walter threw himself fiom.his-
e and hent. over him; it was Wikoff. -
The pains of death had already seized him.
here was a , dark, spot upon his forchead ;.a
e ball bad entered there, and the life- drops
1o oozmg slowly out.
4 What "means this 7"’ exclaimed “'alter
i It means that J am dying,” said kaoﬁ' in
nint vmca o
« He's gob de debbil, massa,” sm& I'ehx
“ Served him rlght " added Wilson. -
Go yer death I’ cried the Afriean.

ush"”' gaid Walter “The man s

‘\1“I am not ready—-—would to Grod 1
'ulfi livepfor aday"’ S
‘ uql} ba  corpse " before ﬁve imnutes,

‘Wlals&m, bluntly

, Death stopped
ranee, and ]ns eyes glossed over forever.
“stood silent a moment as if lmtenmg to

Miss St Aubert % ; : e

“TFor what purpose ?” - he asked!

¢ To. confesy my. fi ntreat her to pardon
.me,.and; sa,y*farewell ~Will you .be my mes-
senger to Andrea, IR

“Twilly” rephed the youth

¢ This very hour 2}, added Walter.

#¢ Thig very(hou‘r z said Augustas. -

- ¢ Gloy then, *my good youth, and I will await

your absenice will not be of the most enviable

| kind.?

Proxmsmw to be expeditions, and use ofl Lis

> | influence w1t11 Andrea, Augustus departed upon

his missioni  After the lapse of an hour which
seemed an age -to Hthington, "a colored servant

: brought anote from Mr. Ridgley, stating that

Miss 8t. Aubert had reluctantly granted his re-
quest but begged that the interview mlght be
|2 brief as -possible.

Our hero directed his steps -towards Mr.
Rldoley s mansion, agifated by emotions which
no man in his senses could have coveted. ITe

' fer as a person might be supposed to feel who

has committed some great crime, and is on his
way to the ' confessuonal to unburden his ‘con-

geience.

4 your return here ab the camp. Do not keep me -
. | longd m&sqspense, because .my feelings during .
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“How would Andrea receive hlm‘? how

should he appear in her presence ? was there

any hope that she would parden him P
To nene of these questions could he return a
very encouraging answer. The man who fought

gt San Jacinto trembled violently when he en-

tered the dwelling . of Mr. Ridgley. e was
conducted to the paﬂor and kept ‘waiting a few

" minutes in a state of trep1dat1on bordermg on’

insanity.
He hear
advaneiny '}

stammered,

¢ Andres L

“1 hav'é")bbme--to’contﬁ%ss%fny @rror. T do not
expect you to forgive mné," but T do wish you to
witness mylcontrltmu, «'and hear: me: avow how
deeply I regret what ‘has :appened ay &

“ Angustus has told'iie 4l1,” rephed Andrea,

striving to suppress her emotions.

T have suﬁ'ered much,?™ contmued Ethmg-
fon. e

"« Y know it, Walter, and I freelylforgwe:f'

you. You were more sinned against . than sin-
ning,” srid Andrea, in 3. gentle voiegss® ¢
. *1 thank you from the deepest fountains of
my heart for this condescension!” exclanmed
Walter. * You will forgive me, then 27 -
¢ For the sake of Augustus,”, smdgAndrea
¢ But your kindness is Timited €0 va: certain
extent ; it leaves me nothing to hope from™ your
love, and I did not expect it,” resumed Walter.
“To please Augustus,’ added Andrea.
“ Dare T believe what I hear I he exelaim-
ed, advaneing and taking Andrea by the hand.
“To please Augustus,” repeated Andred,
with g smile:
" The next moment—no, that will not. do;
the blushes of my heroine shall be spared. I have
no right to desoribe what ensued. ‘Who will

 dare embrace the mistress of his heart after a

‘and hght footStePSf ‘and Jeft the room. - In a short. time Augustus g

oaraise\ hlS eyes cand |

‘5Miss *

that,”’ aﬂ&éd ‘Walter, with a smile.

reconciliation, if it ig to be put in print and poss ‘§
before the opties of an hundred ‘thousand’ read
ers! Tt is not fair ; such moments of rapbure
belong wholly to those who experience them: o]
"¢ Ag you have done so much fo please g
Auguatus,” sald Walter, after an mterva.l Qf -
expressive silence, *be good enouvh to i E :
the bell and send for him, that I may than '

,‘hlm a he deserves.”

Andrea wiped the happy tears from her eyes, ;;

'Mr -Ridgley appeared. ‘

u I have had an excellent advocate,
a.lter, embraging the youth warmly. }

hrough your mtercessmn, T have been made 38
the happiest of men.’ o
“«T#% a pity T am such a dandy,
Aug'us’eus ' e
“1 thought you had forgiven and forgotten JE

* rejoined j

Andrea?” T wish to see you both together,”

% You shall,” gaid Augustus; sid instantly J&8
throwmg off his cap and outer garments, owr
hero saw both Augustus and Andrea in one.

¢ Andrea St. Aubert "’ exclaimed Fthington
recoiling with surprise. I it possible that I
have been so stupid !’

£ "Spresy yerself ! promulga,te—lummate de
ideal” eried Felix, rusking into the room;

i | “¥ah, yah ! heah, heah!”

2 ﬂW alter turned towards Ridgley and attempt-
ed ‘to speak ; but his heart was too fall.

‘< She is unequalled,” said Ridgley.

447 feel that I am unworthy of her,” replied
Walter, greatly wrought upon by the singula
denouement.
SresBub stgsp
archly. .

¢ Yes," replied Walter. earnghtly, * to pleasa
Augustus, 1 wonld undertake a pxlgumaga to
Jerusalem,”

“TItis unnecessary,” added Ridgley.

lease Augustus,’ paid Andrea

~*T can now understand how a certain chainJ

was restored to me,” added Walter.

T was her agent in that transaction,” an
swered Ridgley.

¢ Where's &
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i Gentle reader, we will dwell no longer upon
: these pages Andrea g, Aubert and Walter
Ethmgton were shortly after. united, and the
‘ Rangers danced at the wedding. Captam Wil-
311" prqved the opportunity to enter into a
xm{]a.r mangement with Marianna Lee.” Thete
 ipuch’ joy and hilarity upon the occasion,
and ?ellx was never maore ‘‘ salubrious

§ life.
-Not long after th}.s event, it was rumored that
*(’Jameron was about “to follow suit, and that

‘s

in his|
‘| eternity.
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Rosalia was en gaged to the second lientenant.

Cogawell was never agsin seen or heard of in
that part of the country.

Why should we linger to say that Walter :md
Andrea were happy? Tt were nseless to make
the remark, for true love has the power to strew
life’s rough pathway with fadeloss flowers.

Time has written its years upon the record of
The empire: hag rolled westward,
and the Lone. Star? haa become one of o

glorious constellatlon‘ -

O R

‘THE END,

[YROM TIE PLAG OF OUR UNION]

S’Wﬁmmm

BY JO’SEPH C. JBAKE"R.

CHAPIER T.

- OnE of the dearest reminiscences thiat comes
through the long vista of the shadowy past, is
the remembrance of Sweetbrier Cottage, and its
dear old inmate, Cousin Patty, as she was fa-

‘miliarly styled by the circle of us young ones,

who loved to congregate within its loved pre-

| cincts, and listen to the tales of years agone

that our kind hestess was ever willing to relate ;
and many times have I caught myself with wide-
ly distended eyes and gaping mouth, drinking
in, what I then thought marvelloug accounts,
but which I have sinee discovered to be stern
reality.,

Mothinks even now I behold the kirid old
lady ensconced in her high-backéd arm-chair, and

' presenting by no means, a small pattern of good-
natured humanity, for she completely filled tip.

her throne, which was of ample dimensions ; and
as it was moved out on the porch in the ealm
summer twilight, with us grouped arcund our
empress, I thought no place could be more envi-
able, and T am sare we have never wince tested
suéh unalloyed happiness as in those dear days
of our innocent childhood. '
To describie that group as it then appeared,

would Be almost impossible, fot' all were of such - :

different dispositions and appeavance ; but an
‘universal harmony always prevailed. Thelead- |
er in all our pranks, the wildest, most nnaccoun-
table little ereature in all that little band, was
Nell Maywood, a black-cyed, cwly-headed girl ;
of thirteen summets, who was scarcely ever known |
to proceed with any degree of studied propriety, %
;s a sklp, jump, or perfect run was always pre-
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P ferred by her to a steady walk; she was 2
W merry-hearted, sportive, fawn-like ereature—but
g ah! the world has sadly tamed her now ; and
g the very opposite to, thongh her firmest friend,
-was the gentle, lady-like Mary White, whoee
dark, hazel eyes were at times lit up with such
& glow of enthusiasm as was totally at variance
| with her usual calm, steady system of deport:
L ment." She was continually trying to bring the
- giddy Nelly into some degree of subjectwn ‘and
asoften failed ; for as well might she have sought
. to chain the ﬁtful breeze that eame “with ‘occh
- sional wild bursts through the bowér of

,l ‘brier, that gave the name to cur ltile B eaiis

cottage, whose walls, ag they glearﬁéiﬂxéfé}‘ il Whié

- there through the twining vines, werd always ag
" white and spotless as the driven snows " T
R Carrio Lane and her twin sister, Liizzie; Were‘
often thers too, and the sweetest Tittle darhnﬂ‘.
| in the world, and the pet of Cousin -Patty and
' the whole band, was Lilly Raymond; the tintdst
little mortal for twelve years that eould well be
| imagined, and, right appropriately was she ‘called
3 L]lly, her clear white complexion, light blue
J eyes and sunny hued locks, could be compared
| to nothing else than that pure and gentle flower ;
- she appeared to0 good for this dark world of sin,
| and by far too frail to battle with the rough
. waters'of life ; and it cannot be wondered that
she was our darling, and always claimed the fa-
vorite seat on the low stool at Cousin Patty’s |
- knge, with the old lady’s loft hand playmo' with
- her soft silky curls, while with Ler right she
made from time to time such appropriate mo-
| tions, as was to us the very perfection of elocu-
- tiomary evolutions. Lil’s brother Frank and
myself -were seldom absent from' the ecircle,

_ though 'the g:rls especially Mar¥;: often threat-
_ " ened to drive us forth, if wé did ot feave off
§ our rough ways and teasmg tricks, but we al-
" ways had a: zealous champmn in the frolicsome
Nell, who would often join us against her gen-
tler companions, though one coaxing look from
‘Cousin Patty was sufficient to stlll our most
- beisterous mirth, and through her influence the
-~ boys were allowed to remain.
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of the loveliest valleys of 'Penn, surrounded
with its preity garden, large fields of grain,
grass and wide-spreading orchards of the choie-
est frmt while beside it was the little white
barn' with its red roof and tiny dove cot, Brin.
dle and Cherry chewing their cud in the ample
barnyard, and the turkéys; chickens and dugky
keeping up an almost deafening cackling wheu.
evér old Dikiah dlstnbut d- the:r evening food,
makmg herself ‘a.rcelyl Sioist than the feath.

hei instinet to
entlon to other

‘Teprimand,
for she stoutly ’decla.ref’} Hat™ “’jnobody wouldn's
tink he was nov laghut Sk 0o how, shows
en off such plé@nﬁiﬁ@ﬁﬁnd* Tse ‘Tiighty shuar
dat Dinah giv um a bettel broughten up dan
dat.? ¢ ‘-,‘ # .

" Qe merry band n}ow, as usual at this hour,
appz'oaoheél-the‘cottéf‘gé,""aml Nell, who had been
gaily chatting oll the way down the lane, but
keeping her hands behind her, suddenly leaped
up to Dinah, as she was closing the barnyard
door, and heaped upon her woolly pate an enor-
mous wreath of oak leaves and eabbage roses,

wa could only see through her ebony complex-
mn, with 2 low courtesy, Wlshed us * good eben-
in’, young folks,” and with her towering crown,
walked ~very -majestically towards the dairy,
greeted with.a wild burst of merriment from us
all, and even her mistress stood atthe little gate
shaking her fat sides with a hearty fit “of
Iaughtg

Instead of being angry, the good natured
negress soon came forth with a large vessel of
milk and cups, still bearing the crown, and de-
claring herself ‘‘de queen ob night,”” and with

her white teeth and rolling eyeballs, she was
certamly a fit emblem of the empress of

- The cottage was situated in the xmdat of ong

dalkuess.

[

- we were bounding throngh the most intricate

J illy gritting her teeth, shrugging her shoulders,

.me, to see, ag’ she said, if a boy conld take fun.

‘and she, full of sarprise, blushing no doubt, if |

-whieh she was rather loathe to aequiesce, but

‘her ghining black countenance 111ummat.ed with
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}lIaving with all possible ‘poiitenes.‘s recoived
and acknowledged our treat, we, at the owner’s
iuvitation, entered the mansion of hdppiness, and
(ousin Pa.t.tay took her seat at the high-backed
upright piane to ply a country danee, with
which she oceasionally. indulged us, and soon

figures ; this being ended, and all panting with
exertion, though Nell declm ed thatz we ¢id not
dance half fast enough we- sat on the porch to
vest, and then took a walk i in the garden with
the old lady, to see the bn*d nest she had found
thot morning, and watch the humming bird ex-
tracting the sweets frum the honeysuckle. When
wo returned to. the Poreh the last rays of the
setting sun had dled .away, and the dear old
chair being brought to its, acoustomed place, we
wusual grouped ourselves around. Nell was
the last to sottle. herself a,nd havmg, in her wild
glee, oht.nned permtssmn to give one langh and
s good seream, to which ample justice was ren-
dered, she nestled down by the chair, oceasion-

and dealing sundry pinches and punches out to

It was a beautiful evening in.June, the zeplyrs
came rustling throngh the sweetbrier, laden with
a delightful” fragrance, shaking the pink petalﬂ
mound in a perfect shower, and the white moon
was faintly discernible in the clear blue sky.
Nell for awhile had left off pinching, and with
the girls, was coaxing Lilly into something to

presently turning up her little sunny eyes, she
timidly %xclaimed :

“ Now, consin Patty, do tell us why you never
wera martied ;° the girls persuadgd me to ask,
snd you promised to tell us long ago.”

“Q yes, do, that’s a kind, dear cousin,” we
all exelaimed ; we will be so quiet.”

* A shade of melancholy for an instant rested
on her countenance, for eausing which wa all
felt a pang at our hearts ; but quickly replacing
it with her happy smile, she answered :

“Well, I suppose,I must, since yoif have
been so patiently waltmg But it is @ sad task
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tell how our loveliest dreams have faded ; yeb
from experience we must all leam, and like the
bee that flies from flower to flower, We may ex-
tract the sweetest store from the plmnest blos-
soms, and even the bitterest cup may contam a
drep of honeyed nectar.

« Now all of you know I was born in this
very cottage, and many of your parents have sat
in this same old porch, and ours porhaps was a
merrier band than your own, though time has
somewhat settled us now.”

Q) yes,” soid Nell, *T often hear mother
talk about those happy days, and she says you
were almost as great & romp a9 I; now I won-
der, if I will ever be as stout ag you, Cousin
Patty ?” and she laughed ‘merily at the idea.

* Perhaps so, sance-box ; well, we gambolled
in these green fields and sheltering woods, until
we pagsed t the sunniest hours of our existence,
and were fast verging into womanhood, when T
received a pressing invitation to visit a maternal -
aunt in 2 neighhoring eity. As you may suppose,

T was' almost crazy to go, but my parentd.at

first were not willing ; they thought their daugh-
ter would be better in their own guict home,
and right well did they judge. But it was other-
wise ordained, and at my. earnest. entreaties
joined with Cousin Anna’s, I was permitted to
go. No happier heart than mine ever beat in
maiden’s bosom, or gayer hopes or wilder vis
jons ‘gushed and -trembled in youthfal breast,
as I set off in the coach with my uncle for his
city residence ; as I bade adiem to,my parents,
companions and the old homestead, I cried and
laughed till T was almost beside myself with a
combination of joy and grief. I had high antic-
ipations of happiness in my new sphero of life,

|in the great metropolis, and sorrow ab leaving

all my dearest friends.

“The journey was o pleasant and agreeable
one, and when T artived at my new home, I
was received with every demonstration. of kind-
ness and hospitality. My aunt was very like
mother, though as became a city lady, mors for
mal in her dress. She had the same warm heart,
and received me with olmost as warm a kiss ;

to call up the bright visions of our youth, and’

being so situated, I was soon as happy am} a8
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much at home as in onr own cottage.’ The time
passed on in making and receiving visits, at-
tending places of amusement, and all the rou:
tine of a city life, which, being new to me, I
enjoyed with all possible zest.

““Among the most frequent visitors at my un-
cle’s house, was Harry Campbell, a young law-
yer of rare talents, amiable disposition, prepos-
geseing appearance, and in my eyes, really hand-
zeme. Kver gentle and obliging, he performed
with willingness every little act of kindness we
requested. He was on very familiar terms with
the whole family, and heing ‘the first young
gentleman into whose company I had been s0
often thrown, and having such ample means of
| judging his qualities, it is no wonder that he

" found favor in the sight of & glrl of .the age of
seventeon years.

“The happiness I always experienced-in his
absence, the longing for his return, gradually
unfolded to me the knowlpdge that I loved ; the
sensation was new to me, and perfeétly inde-
seribable. T would hurry over this part of my
narrative, for in your happy innocence, you
kdow not the tender feeling, and may you nev-

i er know it to your sorrow. L will not tell how

E my love for him was to my heart what the sun-

' shine‘, dew end gentle zephyrs are to the open-
ing blossoms ; how the delicate leaves of the
bnd unrolled themselves "neath his smile, and
gave forth their fragrance for him alone. Now I
had indeed commenced to live ; I waz a woman,
a tmsﬁm g, loving woman, but O how thie dream
ot‘ my heart faded |

strongest fiiendship.’

“That T was beloved in return, T could net
doubt ; his every glance seemed to spealt in that
language to. my heart, but never being along,
we had not an opportunity of expressing in
words our true feelings, 1 soon made a ney
discovery ; my cousin also loved Harry—a wild,
passionate love had taken possession of her heart
which she could not control, nor even conceal
a change came between ug.  Before we werp
confidants in every‘dnng ; now each strove to
hide from the other the oniy thing she had to
confide ; but Anna soon guessed my seeret, and
Jea,lousy sprang up in her heart, and she put
forth all the little arts of whlch she Wwas misbress
to win his love, and not possessing a dlSpoSltdon
with which the concealment of her passion was
compatible, T soon knew all ‘and ﬂnukmg that
I might be mistaken in regard to his feelings
towards me, and that Anna was the favored
one, I strove as far as I was able, to erush the
all-absorbing power of my first love, and avoid-
ed intreding myself upon their presence,-and
turncd my attention to otliers. -
ing my reserved and backward deportmont,
deemed me cold and unmindful of him ; and be
ing left alone more frequently with Anna, be
was not long -in finding out the feelings with
Yhich she regarded him, and which she did not
endeavor to eonceal. Seeing that he had wonnd
himself around her heart, and as it iz so pleas
ing to know that we are beloved, which knowk

edge seldom fails in some degree to win are-

turn, his heart warmed towards her with the

*®

Harry, obserr- B

CHAPTER 11,

“But the hout of trial was at hand. Harry
hd received letters from the south, pertaining
t pressing business that required his immediate

mesence.  He was alone with my cotsin and me
o the evening that the gaminons reached him,
ud told us of his intehded journey, and that
tie period of his return was indefinite. I eun-
wt desoribe the effect the unweleome informa-
ton had upon s ; it came so suddenly that we
lsd no time for reflection, und this was Lis part-
bgvisit. Anna burst into -tears, and I, not
vishing to expose myself, and endeavoring to
wsh the rising -emotions, after a few hurried
wrds of regret, arose’ and left- the apartment.
The proceedings of that hour sealed my destiny.
Anna, unasked,; made a full confession of what
sould have been her hedrt’s dearest treasured

Jeoret, and he, thinking me cold and haughty,

from my studied indifference, and seeing the ex-
int to which matters had gone, made her a
poposal of his hand, ‘and of cour&e, was

eoepted.
1 “This I learned when T had summoned suffi-

et wourage to return to the presence of him I

loved so profoundly-—but he had gone, and T
should see him no more, until hg returned to
wed another.

“'The dark, wild thoughts that took posses-
sion of my breast in that next hour, can never
be known ; my sweetest dream was fading, my
brightoest hupe gone, ard the light of life seemed
almost extinguished. While I laid motmnless,
burning - thoughts were rgehing through my
heartwit seemed almost bursting, and I became
g0 oppressed that I could scarcely breathe; a
flood of tears brought .some felicf,” and T wad
enabled to consider with more calmness and rea-
son what course to pursae.
that hour to hide every trace of my unhappy
love, T felt that I must have been mistaken,
dnd that he had never regarded me with\yarm-
er sentiments than those prompted by friendship ;
and my sincere wishes being for his happiness, I
vowed to live for its promotion, even at the sae-
rifice of my own peace of mind.

“T came that evening from my own little
sanctuary, a changed being—I seemed to have

lived years of sorvow in that brief hour, but the
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greatest fury of the storm was passed, and a
momentary calm had in a measure succeeded.
T ascerided to the parlor, and seeiig Anna with
g face radiafit with hope, although fairly shud-
dering, I approached, and embracing her, wish-
ed her joy. She gazed long and earnestly into
my countenance. I quailed not beneath that
* gearching glance, and seemingly satisfied, she
pressed me to her hosom and wept tears of very
" happiness. . S
¢ How strangely. our hearts contrasted, as
we stood that night elasped in each other’s arms ;
her head was resting upon my breast, and I
wonder- my beating heart did not - whisper the
sad tale of my sufferings in her ear. The same
cause had occasioned such widely different of-
fects in our bosoms—her’s brimming full of joy,
gladness and delightful, rapturous anticipation—
mine of woe, darkness and-blighted hope,not
one ray to inspire me with even a tolerable fu-
ture ; how well T sustained myself in that try-
" ing hour, T cannot tell, but from that time for-
ward we were the fondest friends. Anna told
"me her every hope, which I endeavored ‘to en-
courage, for ¥ would mot have had another
heart seared like mine, for worlds,-
. “The months rolled rapidly by, and’ had
numbered nearly a year, before Harry returned,
and when be did, the meeting with his betroth-
“ed was not us warm as I thought it should have
| been, but ske was. happy in his presence, and
"saw not the want of affection. I had schooled
‘myself for the fivst meeting with him, and not
.daring to trust myself alone, it was in the pres-
_ence of the whole family ; and he little thought,
as I carclessly, though in a friendly manner,
. weleomed him back, that 1y heart was erushed

and hopeless. ~ The day was fized for the mar-
riage, and I had consented to be Anna’s brides-
.maid. 'L decked her in her bridal robes, and
. thought she mever looked more Jovely, her eyes
 heaming with the joy that reigned in her heart,
and gofrgrned her every action. A -wreath of

orange buds clasped the veil that fall over
-ber snowy, well rounded shoulders, and shaded
Cher dark ourls; a fragrant bouquet was fastened
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cate flowers was not sweeter than the hopes
that animated the heart bemeath. All wy
ready, and I approached with them the altar »
which my happiness was to be saerificed ; the
guests were all excitement, the rustling of sill,
and fluttering of fans was by me unnoticed,
I mechanically performed the office of withdray.
ing the glove and other customary duties of th
bridesmaid, and was nerving myself for the lyg
efforb. The ceremony proceeded, Anna plight.
ed her vows in calm, happy tones, but Hans,
ag his eyes inet'niine, which were fized earnestly
upon him, faltered, and replied in a low confus
ed tone. My suspicions were verified. I could
bear up no longer, and as the nuptial benedie
tion was being delivered, I sank upon the ground
befors him who had implanted such a them
within my breast, and he alone suspected the
real canse of my fainting’; the others aseribed it
to the close air and want of ventilation, and 1o
moving me'to a carriage, bore me with the oz
ty home. N

“ It was now no home forme. T returned tq
my own coftage, and .in the quiet dutiesofs
country life endeavored to find the bhalm to hed
my *wounded spirit, and in a degree succeeded,
though my lightness and elasticity of spirits had
vanighed, and my kind anxious mother woull
shake her head and say she knew Patty would
not he benefited by her city residence.

“T had been but a short time home, when
Anna wrote and earnestly entreated me o
come ‘to her, she was unhappy; I could
not resist her f)leading, and T went, thoughl
fain would have remained at home. When
arrived, I saw all things were not right ; she
shed tears as she embraced me, but they werd
not of joy, for a shade of mowrnful sadness hed
settled on her countenance, and I saw her an
ticipations had not been realized. She uttered
not a word of complaing, but my woman’s naturd
divined the eause, and from the’ bottom of my
 heart. T pitied her. -

“In his home where a hushand should find
his only true happiness, Harry was disconiented
.~-~the steady love of Anpa was a reproach Y

. ab her hosom; and the rich perfame of the deli-

-~ poor Anna too,—she never murmured, but tried

e that focling, which he should also have done,

him, for he could not return it, .and hefelt thall-
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he had basely deceived her ; and such heing the
case, he mingled more with the companions, in
whose.company, by reason of his ‘active life, he
was thrown'; the intoxieating glass had been
raised to his lips, and he was a marked vietim
of intemperance. How many . a poor wealk
youth has yielded to the tempter beneath the
guise of ruby wine, and having been entangled
in the meshes of the lurking snare, gone down
té an outcast’s grave. = O, when will the accurs-
ef demen, which is laying waste our beautiful
Jnd, be cast out.from among us, and our hap-
plest hearthstones ceaze to bo made desolate?
Widowed and broken hearts, blighted youth and
withered, decrepit, gray-headed. old age sinking
gowly into the tomb, ave erying oft to Heaven
for vengeance .agaiust the foul, hydra-headed
monster. How my heart bled for Harry and

to win his love by her devoted attention. |

“ One evening Harry came home earlier than
wual and found me alone; it was the first
ftime since his fatal marriage,—and dropping on
his knees, he told me of the deep love he was
wnsumed with, and that T was the object. I
endeavored not to listen, and tried to ride and
leave his presence ; but I was spell-bound, and
had not the power to move, till summoning all
my energy when he begged that I should fly
with him and be happy, I repelled the insulting
[roposal, told how ardently I had loved him,

and when he became another’s how I had erugh-

and turned his attention to her who was his
proper care, and had the only right to claim his
affeetion ; and since he had plighted those vows
which could not be broken without the great sin
of foul perjury, ke had highly cutraged my feel-
ings by the utterange of such a proposition. I
hastily left his presence, and without a word to
Anna as to the true ciuse of my abrupt depart-
ure, I started home on the following day.
*“The knowledge that my love had been re-
turned, was soothing to my heart; and though

mained trne to him, who slone bad ever been
able to call forth that affection without which g
could never marry. I never saw him. agiﬁn,
until I was sammoned to console his hroken-
hearted widow, and look upon his disfigured
corpse arrayed for its last resting-place ; Tong
and passionately T mourned at his untimely end.
I felt that it was not sinful to allow my love to’
break forth in weeping, now that his spirit had
winged its way from earth; and I sympathized
with Anna as none but I eould do. - We prayed
together, and scalding tears coursed down our

trath. # .

“I remained long enough to see my poor
cousin and her little one follow the hushand to-
hig narrow bed, and once more returned to my

‘death should summon me to traverse that dark
valley over which he holds dominion.”
 Wiping a tear from her eye,” Cousin Patty
earnestly enmtreated us for her sake to think
Kkindly of 9ld maids, and never to join in the
uncharitable slanders against- them; for, al
though so often sour and crabbed, we know not
the blighted hearts that have sustained that title,
nor the sorrows and trials they may have nobly
borne. 7

We all readily assented, and if she wis a
specimen, they must be the dearest old creatures
in existence, Mary White decidedly averred
that she W(;)uld never marry, bu;t live a life of
single blessedness; and Nell declared that no
masculine should ever tame her. Why, the de- -
ceitful creatures were not worth wasting a
thought upon.  When we arose to depart night
bad thrown around wus her dusky mantle ; and’
having each culled a bouquet of Cousin Patty’s -
flowers, which we thought always had a sweeter
fragrance than our own, we proceeded on our
way, lighted by the flashing fairy-like lanterns of
the fireflies, that, like so many gtars dropped
from the blue oxpanse, gleamed from the road-
side thicket and hedge.

*

it had been so unfortunately interrupted, I re-

Tt was the last time that undivided group met

cheeks, for we had both loved with ardor and

country home, never to leave it till the angel of N
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ab Sweetbrier Cottage; the mext day Carrie
K Lane was taken ill, and ere the winter folded
“ground his snowy mantle, she fled to hér.angel
- . bome ; and thus was the first link of cur little
6ha'm of friends severed: And ag-the years
- wore away, we one after another parted, till
:that band is now w1de]y scattered.

Mary White, n spite of her proposed old
: maxdenhood married our Lilly’s brother Frank ;
~and Nell, after runnmg a brilliant and faslnon—
~able season in New York, married a. dashing
.rake, and is now sadly tamed.

Inzmc Lane also became asteady mahon, and
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our heautiful Lilly is still a maid ; tall, grm}e.
ful and handsomer if possxble thanm her cluld

hood,:and not half so frail in appearance; and]
though ghe still visits Cousin Patty, and tells
her that she is going to follow her example, yet
there is some one who is laboring to conx her
out of that notion, and will one day persuaﬂa
her to embark upon the sea of matrimony ; and
he fondly cherishes the idea that he will be sje-
cossful, and has sly visions of Lilly as a charm

ing little wife, and those scores of nothm' 5
which, all combmed Iift two fond hearts united |
in wedded bliss, to the height of mortal fehciﬁy

3

THE END.




