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THE MATD OF THE RANCHE
By Dr. _] H Robmson.

f

CHAPTER L.
| THE TWO HUNTERS.—MAURICE HARPER.

TaE gentle wmﬁs ofa clou&leas Bnmmer mornmg were awaepiug aofI:Iy over
the Texan pran-lee "'Two men o 4 gmall boat Wweie floating down the Brazoe
river, occasionally plying the paddle to ditect the movements of their diminu-
tive vessel. Both appeared thoughtful, neithier in a hurry, but ‘surveyed the
shore and enrrounding scenery thh the nonchaiance of persons mﬁred to the
forest, -

“The times look rather dubious, and I think ‘thnt we may culmlate tha.t
there are breakers ahiead,” said one of the men dehberatety

“ That’s the gerieral oplmon, sod lt requires no logie to find it out,” veturned.
his-companion,

“ Perhaps not, and yet there dre many who dozi‘t feemn to renllze it, friend
Menuél,” resamed the first spieaker,

% There are many stupnd peop!e in Texas, as well ea elsewb,ere. B’oel Noon,”

added Manuel,
4 The storm will burst on us soon, and I shouldn*t mmd havin' & try at ihe

- ommon enemy mysell: A few of our backwoods riﬂes would tell the blank-

etted ruffians an awful story,” said Noel, éatnestly.. = ' * o

.« Y don't perceive thit we nead ‘trodble durselves about this war business. ,
those that want to, fight it out,- What care we? The woods are large euongb :
for us ; if there isn't room enongh here, we esn fall Thack fo’ tj]e Rocky Moun-
taing, where General Cos and his army wonldn't care to come.”

« Y and T differ on this point. X think it oar duty to fight for liberty ; be-
gide’s therell be some sport in‘it.  Tliere's women and cﬁ:ldren ‘that ought to
be defended; too.”

« Lot them'that have women and childtet fake ¢are of ‘em,” reﬁpunded Man-
uel, with a slight chuckle.
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# You're not exactly the man I took you for, if them’s your feelins, I know
fomnles that I would fight for to the last gasp. Liberty is sometimca repre-
sented as 6 woman ; that's very appropriate, for it naturally reminds an honest
feller of thebest and fairest portion of creation,” rejoined ‘Notl Noon, decid-
edly.

.. Perhaps you're thinking of Iris Rathbun; it sounds to me oncommonly
likeit. I've been wantin’ to speak my mind to you on that subject for ‘a long
time, and I reckon I might a8 well do it now, and have it -off my hends. It’
gsibly, yop know, apdy ivs pogsibie; yoy dop't, that Fiveshad my eye on.
I o el g f S, and o beiwll i to wfrzemf
of you, not to cross my trail,” added Manuel, moodily.
Noel Noon’s nether lip et curleﬂ a Titfle o = he' rephe& but othermse he gave

' 1o sign that be;yag g@g;& gb calny 4
3,

%‘ "
«I'm not the man hteue:f by threaln, although I’ can’t say t}:at I

ever fixed my thoughta on Ins Bat.hburn, always considerin’ ber too much my -

superior to think of her as anything” mére than afriend; but if it wasn’t so,
and I aspired to more, all the hunters, trappeys apd villinson ‘the Brazos couldn’t
frighten me off “the trail ; 8o the least you say on that subject the better.”

« P'm glad you aint inclined that way, for' such things ‘sometimes make tron-
h;e ameng friends; but T sy now, boldly, }hn.t tbe mep who, comes hetwesn me
and Iris, mprn, don'tlive tp ;I;ﬁlqe ;nuqh q 8, stir m.the ¥o0! )

" Manue] prongunced those words in s, veica low and full of méaning.

% Yom oap ach o2, 708 please; but lot me.tell you ﬂm it sjnt a good Ptlnelpla

to gp:on;. ity qen;her n;gh,t nor mg,p]x Itq my notwp, frignd Manuel that

she'll never have anything to say to you in that way.”

“.4nd why not, Noeh Noon 2" :

“ For many reasons.; shels omqmmthwﬁsom& has 8, large amoqnt qf book
Ipmm, q.nd is ngtera]lx g;ﬁte&; b}; na&nre Yo;; ugdersta.nd “what :['p@ apma af,
1 take it 7

« ¥ should:think. T mighty” retonted Mapuel, with g seer. ¢ You_ talk plain
enongh, so far a3 that's concerned. Perhapa I ean see vghat you're dl;ﬂm 8t
and perhape T eanlt” .

“ T wouldn't do anythmg dlshonomble, Manuel Hart.” :

4 Qh, youap a.parsop, 1 dargsax 17 .

7 u];.(; wont do.no,good to get ule;i up apd thrgw qut ip, that wa)_r, but my
word for it, Iris Rathbun will q§ver ba 1513 Hart ' -
., lta@m enonEh. '§°a§?°'thﬂt YOR'R agaioet me, Yqu are enwnns, 13 Eup~

!!‘ 0

T Bﬁfﬁ?!‘@« ﬁﬁ"w ; 5}1\9‘;@@ gnpjg \xhgt to epvy you for, no, not aj

thmg, nor &

“ That »?J!Q,Wf: ?omp}meph, ch Nogn bpt we woqt stop nqw [ a;gue' .

15 we')setta, the guistion e 9% ¢ timp, porhaps.”

T meant no offonce.”
u Some {olka mever, do, mq w,iq lgeap on talkm’ forqver, m n, wq,y tlml; is
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right down ingul:in”, However, let :t all go, only’ remember that Ims m is

good as engaged, and govern yourgelf mosordingly.”

Ncel mede no réply; and the w“ dug—aut ﬂoated n.lrmg in sllenca for aome mo-
menta. .

“ Have you ever scen that, m.range erat't tlmt's cnnsmg about in theae wa- :
te.rs?" demanded Hart, at length.

“You allude, if I understand, to that yonng man who ‘has heen geen 0B the -
rivet lately 1 returned his eompanion. :

- “That’s whet I mean. Can you say anyf.hmg good af lnm 2

«1 can’tsay no burt of him, and that’s rather more, I fancy, than can be Ba.id
of the majority of peopls living hereabouts.”

% J hope you ain't fubsbin’ hard on me again, in that quiet speeeh but thst’
nieither here nor there. - I want to know what you think of the yopngspng." o

“ Well, to, be candid and speak to:the peint, 1 like the: looks, of hims Hes
slrdight as a young' enk, and seems about as ﬁrm in i:ls male.”. A .

* ¢ Do youcall him good-lookin’ .

#Yed, that's what I was comin’ to.” .

“ We differ there, Noel; he appears, in. my eyeag L gmen, boy, plam enongh:
ad awkward enough, and not experience enough to keep hlm qué of fire gud
water. He'd be guite likely to takea moccns:n sun.ke for an ecl, snd a cyprem-
brake for a Texan plantation” ,

 He carrics s fine rifle and a, bold frent and aa nice a dog mna after hm:
a8 I have seen for & long time.” ,

«Rifle indeed! what conihe do with o rifie? Pshaw!’ you talk like. & groen-
horn, Nosl Noon. There’s no spirit in that clm.p, ‘he ian’t, ﬁt for tlns oounh'y .
He can’t stay Lere!” . .

“ Chn't stay here ?? C .

# Aye, that’s the word—den’t. »

% Atid why niot ? o

“ Because lie in't wabtéd.”

© ¥ Who dod't want him ??

© «Ldon’t for enéy akd fhere’s Gihers, X dare say, taat wﬂl baek me up. o
T believe in leitit’ everybody have their own'way. I dnn’t know,who will
be foolhardy endush to/reddle with the yonng ptranger. He 'behaves well,
dnd I can't sbe ad.it's‘anybody’s bisiness how Jong he stops] here.”
“Tt's'my businesi} The fact:is, Hio bt been at Bathbu’s” . :
& Ah, yes T sek where the shoe pifiches. "Flo'a meen-the girl, and there’
Jéalousy intho camp. I the “plain; nwkward, nexpitienced by’ should take‘

& shine tht way; ther'll be father a pode chanee for you, ¥ allow ;. fob he (i3 mueh -

the best lookin’, though T don't say it out of any ill will to you.” .
Maimel Hart grew red w:th anger, but mahageﬂ to chel;e down.any: voeal ex-

phession of his resentmient: .
+# Yeu have affirmed,” resumed Noel; “ that he can’t. use a. nﬂe now in my.

estimation, tha.t remains to be proved. The iad ig perhaps ps sk:lfui m ‘that lige”
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rice Hatper is no fool.”

« Tt’s hard tellin’ what & man is now-a-days ; ‘but its evident to me, that he's
got entirely out of big reckonin', and hias o more knowledge of the country he
ig in, then a child fen years old. T know fellers in t}xese poris that c¢an scare
the baii off kis head jest by two looks. 'What does he Ynow about huntin’, or
the Regulators, or the moderators; or, for that matter about thjs new ftrouble
that's bréwin’ for us by the way of Senta Aona?” *

« T presame be knows his own business, and that's enough,” said Noel, drily

«He'd better go! he'd better go! or he'll find—" ‘ .

« Find what " R : S C
« Find himeelf regulated or moderated out of the world some fine mornin’,”

a8 you or 1. T've watched him pretty closely, and concluded at last, that Mas-

« Y understand you -bow, bat let me tell you, that you'd better not sttempl. -

sny game like that” -~ . )

 Yon'll stand up fot him, I suppose 1" exclaimed Hart, with a sneer

« T can’t say what Il do; Manuel Hart; but Y1l izke this epportunity te
warn you to be carefel” - ‘

#Trust me, Il be careful—I know how to be careful—T can work s silently

o4 tho spider, and Pl entrap thé silly fly as surely—yes—yes 1
'wTve said all T need say now ; jest set the dng-out to the right shore, and I
leave youfor the present, hopin’ you'll be ina better mood when wemeet next.”
Maniel gave a few effectual strokes with the paddle, and the “hoat shot into
. {he bank, when Neel Noon, taling his rifle eud a small knapsack, stepped oo
ghore, . v -
-« Cultivate more Christian feelings, Manuel,” added the hunter, as he adjust
ed the koapsick upon bis shoulders, and moved away. L
Hart made no reply, but propelled the dug-out once more into the stream.
« He does very well for a hunter ; he can bring down a deer,” muttered ‘the
backwoodsman, ¢ but Noel Noon ain't the man for this covntry, exactly ; ke’
too honest, and honesty is the death of a chap here. I can trust him' with a

I'm worth, and fee! a3 safe as if it was in the Bank of England ; but come to .

the case in hand, he ain’t the man to play & despenate game where ‘there's n K-
tle underhatd shootin' or drinkin’ to be done. That's his failin’, and .it's ome 1

can't forgive, There's nb great love atween us now, and it won’t be long, I

take it, before ther¢'ll bé-absolute hatred, on my part. I dor't like the way ba
gots on abont this strange’ youngster that's driftin’ about. with his rifle and dog.
I believe the loon is trying to please the Rathban girls, notwithstanding his as-
gértions to the contrary:  Well, 1Ml watsh' e'm both, and if thinga don't go te
my mind, théyll Be missed bereabout-suddenly. Noel Noon don't know Manuel

Hard yet; le has o ides of the power-which I wield, and perhaps he won't #ill

ho feels it.” ‘ .

“While the hackwoodeman tliﬁslﬂolﬂoqﬁiﬁéd, the dug-out was dﬁfﬁi{g slewly

down the river. A dozen seconds had elapsed, perbaps, after the last word bad
left his lips, when the'sharp report of a rifie echoed through the' woods, sud a

 passing through the side, fell, spént and hurtless, into the water,
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bullet shuck the Boat just forward of the thwart upon which he wes ‘ail;tipg; and

Hart seized his rifle and cast a burried glance at the shore whence the ntex-
‘staliding & short distance from the river, quietty loading his rifle. -

The sight seemed to madden Manuel beyond ‘endurance, and he instantly |
brosght his pieca- to his shoulder: * But his hand shook with excitement, and
h{s aim was uneteady, He was in the act of pressing the trigger, when the
young man becime awste of hig intention, sud instanitly stepped behind & gi-

 pected messenger eainé, * The first object thiat met his vision, wes & young man

. gentie cypress,  Perceiving that his design was frustrated, Hart lowered hia

rifle with a sippressed oath,
“'Wliat ig your purpose, sir " asked the young man, stepping into open view

_again. - .

“That's a more pro tion for : judge I” retorts
o grnﬂ'tone.p per qnestan for me.to nsk_,Ishol_llq Judge ! retqrted

“ Explain,” added the young man. ' - -

“'.I_‘he affiuir'don’t need any great explanation ; here’s the mark of your. rifie
lga.ll in my dug-out plain enough. What you aimed at, Il leave other folla to
jndge; ‘but it was evidently not this boat” o

_*“I'wes not aware that my shot struck your dug-out, certainly. I fired at &
bird on the wing; mere for the purpose of gelting 1id" of an’ old chargs, than

 for enything else.”

A very good story to tell off hand, Il allow, stranger ; but it wor't ge
d?wnmit won't, by no means, * Balls' don't fly shout in such a. carcless w;uy
without ‘bein’ 2ént,” rejoined the forester, in the fame unfﬂeddfy way. '

F trugt, sir, you do not mean-to avcuse me of an intention to do you s

chief?” said the young hunter, auietly. ) - :
* It don't require much streteh of the jmagination tounderstarid what I mean.
This is rather & serious mmtter, and it must be settled sooner or Iater.” |
“ It is not serious unless you chose to make it 0. Your dﬁg-out wes struck
by mere accident, and you cannot well be angry with me for so slight and unin-
tentional a provbeation” - o '
K E\!ery'-ns'sassi‘n in Texas could make as good a ples es ‘that; if he should
miss his aim, and Lit' » dug-out instesd of & men, I waak satisfaction I”
Lk | percelve thiat you are resolved on # quarrel ; ‘but ansier me one question,
How bappens it, that i T really had a design on your lifs, T did not immediate.

 ly discharge the othier barrel, for my rifle is donble? What'ban yoi say to thatt™

“ That it%s a ‘shallow apology for a want of skill.  Quils likely the other
e . w i d C Y coo H erw
rel isn't loaded, or Tefused fire. Don't think T shall let'¥ou oﬁ"yin this way. I
care 23 little for a Northern six-footer as I do-for a Texan kangaioo. Ifyou've
got avy courage or honor, you'll promise fo meet sne, armed and’ equipped, as-

-oording to the bylaws and regulations of thia oricommen Jand of liberty.”

“ Speﬁk and tell me what satisfaction you réquire ™ said the young huater. .
% Nothia’ very wonderful—only that we should stand up at & conveniént' dis
. .
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oq. in such a mapner : aa 1o Jook right siraight inte the muszies of exdh Sk
er's tifles, and see the fire and smoke pome.ont, and whatever nther ﬁxm’s thet
mghap,pentohem ‘tml ’I‘hs;t's all, stranger ” - .
L 4Ido notaeethepemsgﬂgoja pmeeeﬂmgsoexmordmar_y » 4 f, ‘

" 4T gare =y DoferTost, lﬂselymt,hut 1 dO, 0 that mﬂkzsmb ﬂn ﬁiﬂm 4

m " .

S Why shuuld we ;mt ou:lwesm quch ;penl, mmly ont n:cmmt nf i aosic
ﬂmﬁ'?"'

u Yau aint t'ne ﬁghtm; .k;nﬂ I per.ce;ve; but ymx ean’t.m in this enlghﬁsn?d

.9'09!1&*'}, mthout ﬁslgg the rifle, and the bowieknife freely. The white foather

don't d0 here ; a0 make vp your mind to be perforatedwitha. quavter oo L1}
in due course of time, as soon ag justicegels 1eady to do.the right thing,”

" 'Will'nothing short of & meeting of this kind satisfy you, my friend 1" -

“ Not a.bif.of i,t it must he jest as I have paid, or X ahallsprende e ifw

_:aTl ovér Texns that you are a sneak of a coward.”

“ Come ashore then, as quickly a8’ possible,!’ eaid. tbaghunter, ﬁrmlgmnd me-
what xmperatwely. Lt Comg sehors,: gmd,l mllgm Fou il the awhsfmm m
mﬂ ever want.”

" Matiuel Hart was by 100 means & mof gom'gge H iml;fhe lm;i to mw-hss

. and over-awp where he eould,audﬂm,s agguire. the eregdit of -much- heldnow.

Movrice Harper; the young. Jnan: with: whom. be was. dealing, appeared: to liek

ele he;Zould casily terrify, and he had resolved to take advantsge of ﬂmfpm‘

Harper prononncu;". the ubo:we wordu mth g0 much realmuttumd‘
se]f-possessxon, ke folf eonmdgrnbly embarmmd and disappointed ; for. thy- was
the last man to wish $o fight with pnadveraary in. wqpenﬁald W;here ﬂw@hﬂﬂl
were eqadl,

*The thing mins} be fairly, dene—we ‘mpst hawe seconqis ”* he: mplmd

“We can get.along withent . them ; 16 will - be ag fair. for you, mthmm ¥
presume you have heen engagerl in such. aﬁhuabefmwe . rqaked Harpu, pmmt- ‘

Iy.

roturned Manuel, Aravely, slthough he uttered an exaggersted false]mod; Jonioe
too careful of hig safoly. to,gwe sy, one-an:opportunity of shooting: him. ..
“Igo in for order upd forg in theae affairs.of bonor., , I . aonidn’s on-mo'ae-
couut ﬁght mthout.a.gecond Dopn't be in &, harry,. mmer there wontzhe sy
too mych time to-arrange yous éarthly afiairs, Ill warrant. . Lishall get somenl:
ny fi;iendl to ﬂx this. buamess a8 it onght. to.be. .Af day.or tWQ wond dakies to

ng, aud T Father like tge idea of keenm! yoi.in hof. ‘water,, thinkiy" l.bniﬁm .

uppruchm end,” reaum,ed Hart, in.a bantering:tone., .

“ Have it your gwn WaY, but he assured: that Fshall an I;Jse,mmh; dagpm, ‘
aecownt of it, although I preferito have it come off at orce. . Itappears to:ase,.
hnt there ne gmt geul mommoka ubnut ;npu tlmn ﬁres, but tha%‘mgom‘a&m

“x

notmiue." ; : e n gl

; *

"Thia isn't the ﬁrst, by snxteen, and I can’t sa.y that I ever mmsed mym, :
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. We’ll 566, mxster woll'see. L't perfectly wiltin? you shouid rus 1 6F fha‘t no-
tion, ‘b‘ﬂt 1 shini bring you i to the serdteli when you don't expect it I never

) forget a bad t\d‘n, but. lay it up till the proper time comes to remember it When

we meet again, iU’s My ‘opinion yon wont take the makter so coolly i
With these remarks, delivered in a menacing tone, Hart put the dug out once
iote in motlbn an& tioved dovwn the river, ‘

-m-n-—-——l.d—a—n.>’

OHAPTER IL,

ms nunmm. JACE. mwmss. n ‘. ' _

T

Harrer hnked fter. the rongh backwoodsman as b ﬂcmted ob, w:tii HA ex-
pression. halfserious, hulf-comic. The red qut that had appeared upoh eithef
cheek a fyw seconds before, dlaappea.red, ant iéﬁ: his fwce' of ita wonted complex-
jon, calm|and undisturbed by passion. A ﬂﬁg of the largént wize and of rare:
blood, Jay-erouching - qmetly ot his feet; Wamhmg hm countenan;:e, appm-ently
with much interest. .

% Honest, you have:a. biattier nstore than. tha.t 1man, smd Harper, observmg
the earnest and trusting lodks of the animal.

& Honest” reeponded to- the :ﬂattering remark by @ Btgnl-ﬁlait wmry snofion
of: Lis tail,

% dun trust you, rﬁy &ug yo::det buped T would not teust wiﬂa £ amgle falt .
thing, if angthing. of ‘importatice was'staked on his fuithfulness

« Honest," by variousmodes of- !expremon, Ienowh-fo the-vanine mbe,-'in&iea'-

tod: theit: he was fally of Lib master's opinion.

‘While Harper was fnterpreting the languags of his humhle friend, & ﬁ:}fe&t
was placed lightly upon his ‘shoulder. ‘Turnig with @ start; he Beheld n tall
and.dignified figure, whioes countendnoe and -costune - betmyad hima of another
type of men.

- White hanter must Watch--—&hns ears must be openi—his eyes must uot be
shut. -~ He most hesy: the leaves when they rustle, and the winds must'bring té
hig nostrils-the sedut of-bis enemies,” said' the son of the forest, with emphasia.

- Tieue, rod man, very trug:  I.should not-suffet myself to be thus surprised :
'tigw stain-on my Roowledge of wooderalt,” veplied Harper, ssloring. 4+ .

“The bird of war hovers:over the border: The' Uameanches le iy wait for-
‘white: gealpdocks. - The pale face mast-look well to the path: which he treads; or
the rifle ball may sing fu'hi ears, apd ‘the knile may flash Hefore his eyes)” B

il My red brother- spes.ks hk% an E rlbnt'aﬂ warriof.- Whnt winy I eul! hia '
ml! . ) N . v

welamd cdtled Warpsth by my peop!e, becamse my foat isasurc on'the tnﬁl of '

my efittnies.” - '

" 1 Yavb heard of your deeds Bmptmw, w‘.he tmpper, Heg- often extolled you' :
‘bwvery and' address; Yon are chief- of {ke Lipans?™ ‘ '
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“ Yu, white man, I am the chief of the Lipans. We bave dug up the hatch-

e;, to’ wipe out the wrongs which we haye smﬁered at the hands of the Oamm
ches.”. ‘
s fihe Camauches outnnmber you, and war must eventually end in dasaster to
you and your peopla »

" # Let it be so, if the Great Spmt wille, Tt is the red-skin's natare to resent
sod revenge injuries, and he cannot léara to do otherwise: Every drop of blood
ba our veins tells us to fight when we are wronged. If it pIeases the Master of
Life, we will die as we have lived—with weapons. of war in our hands. The

~ happy hunting grounds are ever open to all true souls.” .

Herper made ne answer, for he knew that the voice of nature. was stronger

with the red man, than the yoice of argument nttered by human lips. .

“ My brother is fall’ bi thaught he-has meét the hlg moceasin snéke,” p,dded
‘Warpath, ot length, '

. “You mean the mian that haﬁ Jnst floated down the river in the boa.t ?" snld
Maurice, turning to-Warpath, inquiringly. - . .

% He is & serpent that cronches in.the breaka and in- the roeds, and sf:mgs.
and then rans ioto his hole whers he cannot be found. Hupter, walk carefully
when you' move throogh the tangled graas, and always be ready to spring as:de,
that the deadiy reptile may be foiled,” continued the Lipan; earnestly. -

1 will treasure up thé wizdom of Warpath, and it shell ot be Ipst.™

“ To-day ¥ saw the trapper—he will kindle his fire to-night at the foot of
hill yonder ig the direction of the. setting sun; white brother, yowll find him
there. He can speak to you of this fine moccasin snake, and his words will be
wise. . He has a white ekin but his heart igred. His aim issure the voice of
his war-cry is the shout of denth. He can leatn my white friend much. He can’
show him how to read the signs of an enemy, and how to follow a trall through
& ¢hupparal, the awamp of cane, and the tangled thicket.” .

. ‘Warpath waved his hand, tlghtened his belt, and walked hastily fato the dark
orest,

Harper stood in deep thought, then shouldered his rifle, and followed by Hon-
est, puraued his way along the bank of the Biazos For an hour or more he
“moved on without stopping ; but not witheyt the obser vance of cantjon, - Sud -
denly the dog pansed and indicated by - actiona that an object attracted his atten-
tion. He did rot. appear alarmed orexcited, bul gazed steadily towards a'wmall

thicket of post gk that grew down to theriver’s bank, .- .

¥t can be nothing very. dangevous, or Honeat would. 1ot remain 80 passwe,"
thought the huater, bringing his rifle into a.position to use it if necggsary, He
advanged noiselessly towards the thicket, and sepsrating the branches- of the

- irees, looked in among the dense.umbrage. He saw neither deer, punther ner

Camancha ;- but o female of some seventeen or- eighteen snmmers, sented npon a
mosay knoll, - Her right arm rested apon the verdant eminence which arose i in-
» gentle awell besidp her ; ‘and. her finely formed. head -was supported . by the
eorresponding band. The whole attitade was, thoughtful ‘and graceful, .In the
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!e{t. band she beld an open-book ; but it was evident that she was not reudmg i
ber full, pensive eyes were fixed dream:ly upon vacancy.  Her datk ‘and redun-
dant heir foll with natxve freedom over her white neck and curled with be-
witehing grace. - Her features were snmewhn.t ovai in outhne and studlously
regular, .

Maurice Harper gamed at thxs smgular aggregahon .of female charms th.h an
admiration 50 gepuine, that no interpreter was, required to explain Lis emotions
1o & third person. He placed the breech of his rifle soltly,upon the gmund,nd

" roade a motion to Honest to the purpsse that he should lie down and keep still ;

and he was too sensible and-honorable a dog to demur at so. reasonable a de-
mand, upon his obedience. Be stretched hu:nself upos - the gronnd wondering, .
doubtless, what kind. of game his masterhad started. now, and querying whether
he.was not losing his precmus hme with no prospect in view of trying his skiff
a3 & hunter.

Harper knew the young lady who had. chiained hla attent:on and dazzled his
eyes with her besaty, He had geen Iris Rathburn at the « Rathborn Ranche”
(0n.it was cn.lled),a few days before, On that oceasion, however, he had obtain-
od but o passing glimpse of her person, and only & momentary view of her fea-
tures, afforded him by her while cagually passing  through the corral, where he
was conversing with ber father. He made the discovery that her face and figure
were imcommonly attractive ; and felt o strong and almost irrasistible desire to
gee her'again, and with that ob;ect. in \new, had visited the ranche several tlmes

.afterward, but without succoss,

Her gister Ramionn, he had met and conversbd with & a.nd tlmugh not wast-
ing in beanty, she had fuiled to make that impression wpon him which the me-
mentary appearance of Iris:bed done. -

He was much gmtxﬁe& that chance had ﬁnal!y gwen him sn opportumty to
gee the mmcIen who had so strangely excited his enriosity. When the first sur-
prise had passed, he began to have some misgivings in relation to the propnety
of intruding upon her moments of retlrement and taking advantage of lns pres-
ent concealment to watch the play of her features, and read, as. it’ we.re, upen

" her ingennous face-the pages of thought passing within.. ¥t appeared to him

like'a breach of etiquette, altbogh his approach to that position had been to
tally accidental. Harper gazed a second more at the aylvan “beauty, and ‘then

with reluctant_steps glided away. ,
" He did not go far, however, but threw hls mﬂnly ﬁgnre upon a grassy hillock .

near the river, and tried to employ his mind by-watching the movements of &
young: alhga.tor that wns rolling. lazily shout in the water, Fonest took hig
post beside his master with: characteristic . quietness and docility. The young
men looked at the amphibions and a.wkward monsier uatil it became monoton-
oug, for his thoughts wera really in the onken gmwth just sbove him, He was
on-the point of rising to leave the gpot when & aharp ory, as of. fear,,reaohed h:s‘
eats. Snafehing his rifle instantly from the ground, te ran towards the thwket\._
Honeet was equally active, and bounded with a threatemng growl in the same

' -
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dirstlioh. With ﬁg’ht aid ng'ﬂ’é stopd, Harpér spfang’ throi‘lgh ‘the corddi of

tréeii that shint i the bower of the inaiden; atid \ivss th‘hm a fow yardy o? fieb

before shé hiad heard the ‘dodud of his coing, -
Ttis was stanfing a few féet Tront ‘the épot Whére Tie hiad ielt her, i sﬁtﬁ-

tude mdmutmg mugh alarm. Near her was the object of her terror, in the i‘éﬁﬁ
of ian, whit, perhdps, might be thirtyfive yearsof sge, bt whise v:sag‘e Wiis -
mattad iid rexidere& r?m'f the Trte, doving’ ad’ diésgﬁa‘tet{ Tife' $hlo B
d'by & dip of u*i:d’i’e&%’di i) whilch, ' dbnjerkiétivn

ball T Big Héad Gove
with Kig‘ o, wh ghiotn bead s Tiait gava hid ipper) ﬁxhé‘hn dxticniely wild dhd

ancouth appéarance Hir tout ensemble’ alorty’ fighit Ha¥ Bben nd éxchsible’
obpef; of tertoF, detting’ abide all olss.” PHS et 6F his appafef was *str‘iaﬁy i

kq;eigmg with w’ha& Wi hiive "ibeah—paxt sil¥age, PAFE olVitised. -

P ‘

i Heok Wad gaifttless’ of u haridiicketetf, o colos” A4 th - Hick “fhisre WoRtd"
have been but little room for either, on acconnt of the redundant shruﬁﬁei‘y of
hal¥ tht adorhed the pfxrl:ieu'lai' region ﬁhére t’husé art:cles are genemily e ‘

pl:e& to fhe Hidinan body,

sibilpon (i that be held o B5 %6 hand) Wit sfuck iafo ‘i:ezz widl b
woré‘hrouﬁd Him; -

'When Ma.umce Hn‘rper Teiichod the séoiie; t?n% é’ingﬂ*hr “éphc'inen of hmﬁaﬁ ‘

ity Was Staring at Teis, with ‘& ‘malicious grin, Rpparently Highly detighited with

the contempia,tlon of the emotmns of iear whlch hfs appeai‘ance lia.ﬁ éxmted -

the g,
& What may ha yout pardedis busnse with this Yolidg worihn, sté9 és*ked

Maaurice, calmly, ut the same time, pressing clivte- t6 Tris; Whote now’ hdigéd'i L 3 h

pression told what a densation of reliet his pf'esem'e 143 ‘Broaghit her.

Ch ¢y ai"l‘exnin edb,” snid the mtl‘udér, Wlﬁ:l‘a svmugéﬁn# air, fntetided to fne
tlmlda.fe -

wif yo are anibitidas ta become a4l g‘réwu Heixr, you haﬂ ‘bei:f.er bé seek-
& mg the pateruﬁl den'?” fejbihéd Hurper,

o Youre thar; are your my ortherd’ cfckén¥ You' havrif. 'beeu long ia- .

thise pabts, T retkon. " Ws you'evér swllowed By ir'allergator, of pawed'biy

» cataniount #° It you wasn't prepare to bs chawed in ‘s, fow seconds lesy thal

no time. Stranger, I'm a heap of wild cats and othbi‘* fo‘z‘aéwus v‘arnilhtb. Tlfar
ig ot voad—iahtos the Faniche 2
u "V‘airlos ‘thig ranche g famois: phi'asa in ‘I‘exh§ A sxgmﬁes that thé dbr

noﬁ ug mdxﬁﬂual to whoth it is addeeited shonld absért Himself as peadily a6

P“’ES hie; or snﬁ‘etf the' cousequeﬁces. Thie teaning of thé ¥ Texan b, ag he

hivalrotsly styled hitnsblf, wis parfectly app&reﬁt t’o oﬁr herd but H wal
nof in any maﬁner»&nsi)oaed 1o abandon his grcmnﬂ o

-« Do not provole him, I'bep o‘f y&u but tef: ﬂﬁ le’ave \thé spot i amd Iri‘s 'mA

'Y low v nca to Havper

EEET v

3 i it sﬁjck"r}gs. His ariis ‘donistated of & ddubié
rbind, & brage of plstols. o' bowis'knifs, aud % hataliet, Al but the
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. S3rouger, perhaps you didn’t hear w,hat I gaid toye. If you. want, to-gave
yout har, step and be movin’,” ssid the fellow, expmining. h;,s ca;'bmﬂ, a.nd: hl.lw-
teripg gopsiderably, with.ap air. of intimidation., .~

« Do, not féer, Miss Rathbun ; I thiok, nothing serions wxll qcm Smgg you
pequeat it, we-will walk, towards, your fathex's, ;w;he," agﬁi\ iv:uimaaqvqad bg ths

* menaces of the déspera.do

“I g'pose you've made yopr . will, apd,&gst&mmt hagven’ﬁ ]w, miSﬂer., se_, that
wont be no disputes abput youy pgrsm;al property gnd nt}nel\k plqnde;? I hope

- you lisve, “weanse to the best of my-weak Jjudgment, you're preity near- the

kmgdpm, abont this pertxcex;lq.r pgqu." o

“ Would you injure an-honest yonng mpan. t:ox prqhectmg 3 defenceless gu-l 2 '
interrupted Iris, egruestly,
. 4T conldiPt stop. to talk with you on thq.t sub_]ect young woman, put I know
what I like; T calkerlate. If you dod’t keyabout seemg a chiclren killed, you'd
hetter tuxn your face tother way.”

“ Tlng is & game two. can. play at l" exclmmed Hq.rper zmpattantly, at thg
Mg t;mﬁ d;splaymg in.a. s:smf[mnﬁ way, his dnnble—batrgl riffe. .

’Bhe despergdn was lp.ma  of lps{ellmghis earbjne,. when Iris steygegl he,

' tween tim and: Maprice, and, thns oovexing the latter with her person.

“T§ you musk; haye a vigtim, lef, if be myself,” ghe. said, firmly., . . ‘

“ A, yonmean to take corg of the ‘go‘g,j do. yov,@ Well, that's r,uthen a lagky
cupcumsﬁanw fop h;m, I rpckon I

‘Hyaper pu the mpiden, gently agiley and looked, steadily mtq thg fapp. of the.

. Texn,n. His mapoer, hed. chnnged greatly; for now hig {acg wag: enmsoq with

anger, s,pd hm eyes sBarkled with, excitement., .
% Lawless and gasconadmg villain, yon are beneath the chastlsement ot‘ m;

jmd “of msolenne Takq him, ;{anest;

“As. he pronounced: these, wards, he. qmde a. mptmn tp t.ha dog, wh9 had been
watchmg his-master's movementa waﬁ:h ,an 1qtelhgence l:alf humad, . Immeﬁ;qtely
{he gnimal uttere@awmmmg growl, bonndedlngh in thp ain,and: thp nex.tmeon&
eame; down upon the roffiznis) head, an, oyerpowering - fngs:of bona and® muscle, _

excited with strength, and quivering with rage. S

GIuamg‘ his great wouth like 4. vice upon, the, nc;ck of hig mt:m, wzth\ ona gi- -

yr.genph he bppughic h:p;, fo.the. gronn,d gpxgque:qd, helplm and, struck tg
]?wt with the fegr. of insfant, death,
old him, bat don’t tear him,” said Harper, and by ’%« mqtl?n Of lup tu.ll.
'Honest gignified that he knew his duty i b lae;sy.;l, }:ap,t« bgs mpns.tmqg Jaws
#hnb frmly upon, the Texan's neck. ..

The young mai then took up the éarbing wlgiqh\ hgﬁ, ,,fallen llsﬂlﬂmi;{qm: the
desperado's grasp, and discharged both barrels;intethe yin after ‘}lhlﬂla. b delib-
erafely.drew, the pistols-from bis belf apd, ﬁ:ed them, in.the same maune,

« Do not let the dog kil the poor wretch,” said ins, whg,sa Bympaﬂnes wera
now excited for the safferer, S : o ,
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" Léﬁ go- chat wﬂl do,® addéd- Harper, who, glnncmg at the fellow"s {'un,
perdeived thiat it 'Wag going hard with him. ./
Thie faithful creatire was not quite pleased dt: thid commnd ami bys wuh

ful 166k seemod to ask permission to” contitie his eﬁ'orts Yat he reluctantly..

mlmqumhed His hold, ‘and the ontlaw mhnleda long breath aud made ‘s disa-

grecgble rattling in his throat.
“« Will he die ?’ asked Tris, with a shnfer of horror,”

# Prust me, ho will'vot bad men déniot die” 50 easily ; they clmg to’ hfe to’

the last,for they fegr the' future,and would live on any conditions, however mis-

erable. He's only somewhat cramped for want of hrea.th. and slightly wounded
sbou the neck, He will soon be upon his feet again.”

" Harper was right ; the injury which the man had received was not serious,

ﬁn a short time hiy respn‘atlon beca.me regular, and. he appea.red entlrely con-

seious of his posttion. .

&« Gome, sn-, get up andYake the trail” said Maurfee, © Your preseuee is
not wanted, a8 you must now realize.’ an’l; 1et him atiempt mischief, Honest.”

Tho * Texan cub,” now protty well tamed; slowly assumed the position natu-

ral to huren bipeds, while the dog, by sundry low growls advised "him that he

was watching him closely, and should pumsh any relellious acts on the spot.

“ You can fight with your imp of & dog, but you can’t fight like & toan 1

He exclaimed, while his shaggy chin quivéred with passion. "« This wont be
the end of it] the end will be a different thing altogether. I shall fix you, X
wont, sléep sound 4l I fix you," he contimued, spen.kmg with extreme dlﬁiculty,
and preasing his hand to his lacerated throat, still smaiting with pain.

@ How fnghtfal g cned Irls, turmng from the soene with & feeling of fa,mt-"

-pesa.’’
“« You shall hiear of somethm more frlghtful than this bit of & sknmmage, or
my name aint Jack Lawless, young woman. You've bad a hand fn this\busi-
ness, and Fsha'nt forgit ye. "W shall micet one of these days, when the power
will be on/ my gide, and I’ll use it. I'm a Texan enb!”

Withont making any te,]omder, Harper aud Miss Rathbun' walked from the
spot towards the Ranche, leaving Lawless pounng forth the most hltt.er invec-
tives nnd direst threats of vengeance.

Bat fow words were spoken by the parties as they mioved a.vmy Oceamon-
ally, Maurlee cast o firtive glinee at' bis fair’ conipamon, but could at that mo-
ment thipk of no fitting words to address to her He, walked by her side until
they reached the corral, g

i Hita you are aafe,” he said, pausmg

“ Will you enter and receive the thanks of my fnends for ; your dmmtereateﬁ
and timely gervioea 1" retarned Iifs,

o X equire dnd désiré o thanks. The refiéotion that T have perlmps ived
you from'something very unplea.sant 15 nll the rewati | $ deaerve or’ aspue to,”
he replied, respectfolly.

41 would certainly give me pleasure to hnve you' enter and partake ot our

+
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bosp:‘r.nhty ; but like ‘all hunters and foresters, I suppose you are extremely
wayward, and will do as yon please. Xi you will not aecept my mv.ntutlon for
this occesion, aceept it ns extending to an indefinite penod, and consnlt your
own convenience, added Trls, gracefully, .

# B pasured, Miss Rathbun, thet your kindness aha.ll not. be forgotten
will avail myeelf of your generous fnvitation, as soon as circnmstances mlI peu-
gibly pormit; until that time, allow me to say adios amigo.”! ¢

“ Adios,” smd the. maiden, in & sweet voice, So the youth and, Iris parted

GH‘APTEB 1L

THE coumdr MELTIAH MOES.

~ Arreg leaving Rathburn Ranche Maurice Harper tarned bis fm in the dires-
" tion of the setting sun, in order to join hia ol friend, Baptiste Lorrimer, st the
spot indicated by the Lipan. He made detérmined efforts to thiok of every-
thing but Iris, bit instead of succeeding, could mot, for ﬁve consecutwe min
ules, fasten his mind upon any other object.

Our’ hero was one of those persons who fancy that they can ‘come in contast

ith the loveliest portion of - ereation, without expetiencing any deeper emotion
than common friendship. * He imagined, in ghort, that he gould control the cur-

" reit of ‘his uff‘ectmns, and place'them where he saw fit. But when he. bad gr-

gued himself into this belief, ke bad not seen Miss Rathburn, and eonsequently
had no means of judging of the cffects 6f beauty like hers. He mentally eou-,
fessed that she was very agreesble, and coneluded that he should eall at the Rnn-
che and see her again when it was quite convenient.

The report of a rifle caused him topnuse "Looking rapidly around him, he
percewed a men lelsnrely advancmg He was young, ‘well-formed, and clad in
hunting guise.

I fived at o deer, but the dlshmoe wag: long, and I behevel mlssed my mark,’
he ‘said, observing our hero. .

“One canpot always be successfal? rephed Harper

« It eannot be expected when one fires so far ; but I seldom throw AWAY &
shiot. ~You must:understand, stranger, that my nerves are steady, and my eyes
are used to Iookin’ throngh thie sights,” added the other. ,

"% You have been lonjg-used to the weods, 1 suspect?”

* #'You may well say that ; for I took naterally-to the timber when Iwas 8

" mere Iad, no higher than ray ramrod ; and T've been in 1t, off and on ever since,
" 1 take it you are fresh in these parts ™

~ #{ have not been in this particular Jocality leng, Ti nllow,” raturned Maur-
joe, who began to-be alresdy interested in kis new acquaintance. .

. «T¢'s rather a lawlesa place, take it altogethier, and it’s somqhme before stran-
gers can get the hang of the conntry.t o
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&Ky neay s T cin Map, many: pecple geh mare.of the b.amg: of:it ﬂnmthqn
o, owitig to Wié agoe of JadgeBgueh” . - T o0
lﬁ&?‘l‘lﬁa;sg tie mﬁgﬁ Batwedn the Regulators; hﬁaﬁegqga;x Izﬁdngzs, gomblors,
r ' ¥ of it2. ... .
horse-thieves, and Bautz Auna, Texas hagrather & tml‘ e Sy
Uw Hivé frequently hesrth about the Begnintars and. Moderstors. Ausg they of

i ‘Isea:i:il:e mt:clt:h:r dpoﬁiéiﬁni any wag, batd qbspid:‘gary; that heth .nw:mg
o carse o it: T tétie, thiat the iden.of. regulpling the:canntay was, in. the: §
instance an honest one ; but it soon,_degener-awed. The liheig"ula.tor-s o:.igma' ﬂyl
eomprised the respectable portion of com:;umty, l;fj??oﬂlzém:;r:d{};s Lc;e:(;er
igi , Disguised in some manner, they wo u th
:ﬁghlgn];aﬁi(}:n,nofidminister some tereibile; posighment. - Well, this T:I:med th:
vogues, and they lost no time in jUiFﬁ,Ugi the .It.egqlatorg; and Reg: a mgr :::t
became. s species of outrage and wholeaale killing; fory you see, muf: ,lu ot
wheliever & villhin tind- little spite, he would b euwe f0: be: dawn, on the | v?d 1
Jess fellow: with & ‘pesge. of hia: fllers: . Tthe . people; became Arﬁlﬂﬂme‘iﬁ?nﬂ‘_
they might:, for the: eohtry wassthery more: uusefe than ever %{aﬂd 2, m
quidniod tway, they formed anothet pavty, cubed-Modarators, .-dhai.-g% he ¢
" sult? Why all the rest of the scoundrele, gemblers, thievee:and m:t;r: erers ge;;;
" erally, roskied: inth the. rankts:of the: new: associstion,. ‘ The momen llt.bg;g.m
‘tivo patfica in the feld; " things-went.on from; bad: to. worse. . Gq"mfgﬂi' )
place alfost @iy, and blood hasi heerr spilled  like water, S;_i‘.mggg;‘,,_ [ Mg;j
iliere: hus. boen: o of. the hardest-ights botmeen thei Regulators. and .m,M, *
‘erators tint you ever-Homd of " Ehie. Regulatoraiin. trying. tp r%‘!ﬂﬂ;&th@t Mod
- erdtors; ‘and, the Moderators:in tnyiug: to: moderate the. Regulators, ._axe_.t_ m&g
thé”eb‘iiqﬁ-y ‘ite-an-arény for wild beoste. -So that: is. -thef presexllt: position.
%ﬁg‘?’?ﬂ};hoﬁ*thia: Wokionn fnvasion; senve te; turn: the. attention:of ‘all.puﬁqg in
anotlier direction; and keep: thom. from rending pa?h, other 1" @ked.ﬂ.arp;r» »
u Perhaps g0, sir ; I hope ao, at least, for a3 it-is, no oné con tell when his

hiuf comethis A, ‘person ‘may go. to badin apparent seaurity, with the praspect

of a long life aforé him, but be called up in ¢he middle.of the. night wn:.l; a
. pressing invitation to be hapged™ - m . i"' e v
" WYou diaw o gloomy ploturey my fiendi?? . e
wiPhoved utienss of widdars: thas oould: paint &.more. awful one, shanger.—
There’s a place called ‘.Witlﬂerb' Crech," whee tharls, twantyﬂiyar all told, whose
‘hushands’ where regulated submadeated;out:off thewmorld” ... . »”
g prédatie, v filend; that you: do ot beleng 40:-either: of these olans
sait Harpés, with somie Hesttationl &+ - (1o el o

“Nat I, ;ir_not" I! ¥ profess fo be:an hohesh:

! . FRN
o o sar

owii atfions, snd Basl tloimora™ o
« Your la’nguage pleases me,sir. I alaq-adml’emtm‘m--au-:het ¥ aried dew
; )

e - . dot, wish fn e
e BA foes i 10y o E ¢ A X t QW S.‘.
vorftrifted by nobiodp, Bolthendo.¥ wislt to-nontsol,nobody.,, I, want, the: v god
—the river, aft; slgnatur¢- Lotime bwya-these, -and:,the goverment, of wy

- Tite- Marb. or mar Rawonr, 8 |

- elopemants; My nainis'ls Mharice Hutper; forierly & hative of old Virgiata»

“ I aint greatly lroed. i the fushions of the world; Bt ¥ take it that' &
verlent, to asking whot I'm called by? Noel Noonis the beginuing and eiding
of thyaante, so-fit' o white-folkware eoncernid. . The Tagin crittdre’ sometiines
cail me  Open-Hand, ¢ True‘Tongyie dnd-afeh Iiké ;' mieksin® ih ‘€ble Battefin’

~wiy; that T aint given to detepitidn, snl' that kind of tHiig» - ' R
4 Tho Indiana dre. mexvéllsad readérs 'of charaeter, aud appellatiors of that

naturedre a8 good s s letter of recoinmiendation. 1t% my epimicn, Mr. Nodh,

it thdse nanea ave well applied.” * ; o S

“Dign't, if. yor pleass, eall b mister—fo¥ 1 eduldu’t think of atswerli® b
anythin' short of Noel Noon.” _ b L

“ If. you will adwit e among your-frends, T will ‘ceftaitly spealk to ‘you in
that fumiilinr wap” e o .

- “There's a difforence bétsber us; stranget ; you'vg got thrnin’ and I din’t got
any- to boast of - only eponghi té be an expit backwosdémsm, I really don't -
‘thiskyoitd ears to: réckqn sich & roigh, oheuliivated fridividod n” the by
~of-your frlends; it dou’t véein exdotly lkely.” - o L
% Yo are gifted withi-un-Kosest beakt, Kool ‘Wood, dud’ that wmakes you s
good as the best man that walks the forest 1 liké you'; fheted attrel and

* true manhood in you. Herdw thy Hnndh-hlteit,und Hetbafter fet us ba tree

friends,”. L ‘ : ’ . s
Noel fixed his large, black eyes seatclitigli tipoty’ Harpet, add after the lnpee
of & féw seoons; slewly took thé yo::?mm'éhmﬂs fbls
- ¢ Mdurids Herpet,” Bé sdil); T i sebfotis; earnest tond of wiioe,  FriendsHip is,
with me, & sacred wordk ¥ wintt edll & ik myrFriend) 5id - Towealke T, v
wards, uiidér atiy edvennistinons] Wheii ks fh tronbie * I ¥ day ¥ Wil be “yeur-
friend, I am bound to stand by you in every emergonicy whatsumever, Thet's
my nobiotis of-frievdship ;. pirkiaps yours are différent ; 1f' they art, wé'd Better
take different trails, and let the subject. drop» ' =~ ' - e
« “Peiendship; id wy opinion; Wil ésy no othek eonstruckich Hhan' what you
bave' givenit. I ugrée itk you fally dnd Béetity ; ahd {u fiutive an insult to°
Foel Nk #ill b e fuelilbto Msurics. Harper,” sddsd our Hsko, shiaking 1he
bachwoodsmi'd b, -+ - o
s mpﬁcH!ﬁﬂgnnﬂMMn compact to” eontingd #II' ole or Bolki
gives ups everythiny 6f w sdbluriry fintur: * Whé -deatl a68 Beinger be ol
youe:teidl, ieé Bighly probable thk thid ohodltivatod Htbés wort' bl far ot
“Plie twd yourig neli maigchv ther's Wil 4 sllohob; keid Iookie, &

Horper 31d] fo-to 16 dlesly; mildly depthiof the: Brestot's’ mitie; bé ‘ooutd fiot
Bowibly prevent (Ko nislitars froi gatheilig fo il dyeg - L 0T

“ Wondler ratinbig- witer, thés ngly tredy; thia shetbiotig ‘Woltige, the ‘bl
eky above us, and He that made all, shall be our witness ty f:fifd oy dgrrhis

ety andang olt the oftetioes of enith And uir prévé "‘“_hqhﬁf’é#ﬁﬁ," ditined

" K3
T R

Harper. -

“ May tho watérs drown me, the trees fall on and cFash.mit;-thie folkige o'
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longer shelter me, and the vky and the stars, and the great sou! that dwells in
. ‘tlxem no. longer smxlo pn e, when I betmy my friend;" rephed Noel nnprea-

-atately furm of t!m chmf ef the Inpaus approached “

"« Union makes atreng—gives one arm the power of two. The bu‘d of war is
scrcaming on the border. . There i3 danger in the: caneswamp, and in the cp-

presavbrake in. thq valley and on the hlll-top on the. monntain and in the prai-
tia; at the ranche and in the wigwam ; in the white clearing and in the wild
woods, Therefore, true hearts should be bound ﬁrm toget.her hke a qulver oi ar-
vows,” added Wo.rputh Vo ! i

-« Is there any new fend  inguired, Harper. v v

« Ha means that there are dangers en the border and withm the border—-
l'rom ‘civil, feuds end from fore:gn invasion,” said Noel. S
. “ CI.‘he nnsettled ataffa of' the cmmtry generally, is as serious, m its mgpects as it
oan \yqll be, i1 mghtly comprehend the matter.- Hvery man here appeats: to
let Wis passions run wild, and deals. out :justice a5.1% suits him, . No Jonger ago
than thls morning, by, ihe ‘merest accident, T ipvolyed. myself ina qu&rrel which
i prqbably not ended yet," continmed Maurice, -

X ’I‘he Moctmm Snn.ke mll not forget ” gaid Warpath .

«'That’s Manuel Hart, , you mean, I take it, Warpath?” rephed Noel.

% Wa, wa! it is him,"” tephed the. Lipan. - :

Harper hereupon gave a simple | sta.tement of whn.t had occurred in_ re!at;on to
Hanuel Hart ; after, whmh he narrated t?he incident which had tranapwed in
the. forest af oal, whepem Trig Rathbnn had been .concersed,

le hstened thh 8- respeutful atteatwn, occq.slonally shakmg his- heacl and
laqkmg' serjous, . . -

Warpa.th stood motlonless as u cypress at his s1df,\apparently absorbed in his

ections on some topic more mtarfstmg

. Y T'm sorcy for you that these things hyve bappened for you hn.va made. two
&augerons euemxes, who will be content with nothing short of your blOOda

 had nio open quarrel He i# too much of & ooward to quarrel above«boar& “he
prgfers to work in gh underhand way, and ,strike Jike a serpent when you don't

Imwlessm rather & different kind -of - chap—more of & game bird -

than. Hart "He has some courage, while the other aint got en atom. .Between
thg.m Shey'l} 4 do you, Imschlet enough. .1 <bave.my. suspicions that they have
deulms mt.h tha que:;ators and Regu!utpra .ond. what, they caa't do- them-

- melves, they'll have done for them_in goms sht;pe or other, You'll, be tracked
hlg@ 8 fot bge{s, and be shot down on tha{, ﬂ;gtroocamon that eﬂ'ers What do
yau,t,lunk Warpath 7, ... " g o

; “ﬁad men——don't come. ot in mghb—-keep in grass—--creep nloug--haurta
very emall—full of hate. Our white brother must have eym on all mdes of hiw

od,” veturned the. pran Sy

u,.p,k-(m [
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N oel N oon kept bis eyes fastened on Qut heroa fwe a8 he spoke, all:ough
without the appearanes of watching him. - , . ,

« Docs the coward presume—" " )

Mgurice suddenly checked himself, and finished the mnt.pnce Jn g-more ca;m
and commonplace tone, while, Noon and Warpath exchanged. qxgmﬁean@ looks. .

“ Does the coward presume to tlnnk of one so far his Supemor .

“ I may safely say that.he dees.”.-

# And is Miss Rathban aware of 1t do yon unagme ?" ,

“ Well, if Iwas tp tell my thoughts and suspisions, I shoald reply in t.he of
firmative.”

“ Docs she encourage him ?" demanded Harper, in & hurried toue, jntended to
be very indifferent and ordinary.

« 1 should do wrong to throw out any hmts to that effect.. Theres aomethm'
atween Hart and the gicl’y father that T can't futhom, and which, I fancy, nges
her some oneasiness; but what the natur of it ig, I:have no. means of ,'known ’
" ¢ Perhaps she fears this boorish and heartless woodsman B, :

« Tt wouldn’t be strange, I shan't on po aceount say. anythm agin. thgt view y
of the case. If-there is some kind of.a mystery which gives. Hprt. power over
Rathbun, T've only to remark that 1 wouldn't be in bis place for any consider,
ation: In my weak comprehension, there's somethin’ naterally shockin’ in bein®
governed by an unprincipled critter like him, without the mea.ns of ] helpm one's,
self ; and it would place Iris in an onhappy, position.” v

« T trust that you would not seraple to assist her, or her slster, :f you dmcov-i
ered that they were being wronged or rendered, wretched '’ @.dded Harper; arp-
estly. ' )

«If it should & ever come to pass that. the eﬁ‘orts of rough Noel Noon can
make either of them young wemen—God bless * em-— suy happler or,more com.
fortableike, he won't probably be far off! That's the way I- stand in that rea-'

'pect at the preseut ‘ame," replxed the forester, in his ¢ own honest style, of. speak
ing out. -

w7 ahould much ]:ke to converae with yqp on thcse sub_]ects agmu," resumed

‘ Maume, “but now T mugt hasten to_ join: Bapt;ste Lornmer. W}Jl you go

with me? I can warrant you a welaome H de not: only you,. but the chxqf-"
“Not now;;. I've got sqme matters to talk over, with. Warpath, bus. I will be

with you probably, before many hours pa.ss ,Be watchful ngd, ‘remember tlmt o

youhave & friend in Noel Noon.”. - .

Shaking hands ,once, more, the young man ha&tgqed a.wgy towm:ds a Iow mnge;
of. hills fhat were ns1bla ;n : the weat. ﬁs,sml@d. and se;:med In, ’oetter ap;mp
aahewalkedon, o

“ Ah" besaid to htmself “ they ihink that the prospect of danger wil make ‘
me sad snd. fearful; that proves that. they, do not know se yet, Things Jus;t

. gin to assume an asﬁect to snit my.gomewhat m.ywar;] fancy A To Awell in &,

spot like, this without adventurg, would be dreadtully monotonovs, . Let fhe
peril come ag guickly as it may 5 it will aﬁord me amusement, and, pxevent mo
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friomn ghiowitg too fudelent: ~Phis- ﬁatdy forciber. ‘thinke | iigliﬂg of :mg ol

edge of woodcraft ; well, that is natural m& miaabie ¥ ti‘dn wikl ahm whaih

er ho s Fight” e
B4 thile Hthe W iaind wwur Héro;ihon: hwumm by » thisn mmm

taMiii; iﬁwﬁoﬂmw et %&w miw%pmia&d unty hy the waeit- -

ern trapper and- Kubites. © ‘ BRI

 Fine kind of weather thm, strauger Nnce&arg ttlmht ymn- hee!a—-mighty
smart, T should say at 8 foagletio o0

* Thvo WektBap is very good; atd my-ﬂ&g- v&tj‘hmb,’* reyﬁed Maunen, Very
carelessly

b u T tghSoio Biamin aone, Fallow, Avy bf ﬂ.e ma ot ym elothe: ™

uo::tmued the map.
iy théutr tobaced; ¥ buppose; - 1o wot 186 iw’ .
i Gty b Rear it § ubst ali b of upen"mse at, ith Bothe shape 0:- atim."
“iien A m!em Ahg haliE? -
« Best thing you oati'do; - - Fisiriad Whon Tad membmﬁn of & la&-adid me
a Tiedp of 'good; & eorifort o el mylife, . From theStates, T présumet”
A FFON ela ﬁhgxmmmu«m»w Btate fo the Umtm," ‘repﬁea' ﬁm

D

p?"fhﬂ:’s ﬁahhh’ E 1 wab Lt and edﬂm&to ﬂiehe,a’nﬂ I alluw i’m ghd toaae
yout-honest Tave, Mpaiinrt oo v
The backwoodsman pnused, but Harp&r &?& hot fnﬂ‘ ihtb t!ie trap and lnpply
the nthb,
Ry Sl iﬁmm okt the tinet” he el : )
*Never mind ; don’t stand on ceremony with me. Call me Brlarwood no
* Wb ther oﬁgﬁh! gibck bf Bristwoods 1 Vargitny State" continted the
- hifter; Wit dblusking éfrontery. ¥ ok yon feheﬁbie the ?m‘nlyu-f-espm
- dilly #hiont tHE“hﬂlf axd e}‘& poo
%Hy I‘l LR -
¢ Faet, every word of lt.--grent memory I've got. I aslzomsh myself fombs
ﬁiﬂas—tem%ﬂ:bar‘ﬂﬂﬁgﬂ flever thotiglht of; und everybody clse' has. forgotten.

My binthe' e fecme&iammm‘smas Meltish Moss: Fouwd heereof

the NMosses; 1t w¥r Yoo Koot 6 IR Vairghusy >~ -+ -
e P nasiiel 16 Bintaiity Sufllae to-the,> siid' Elasér, tnuch mueea i the
ﬁ&&iueu o i ‘oW actjtkditings et & prmmm SR
~ 4Tt ought to be, for the Mosses are all of nobla tescond ; end -, of e
" Bt 4 iMeie il thier Plohd of‘giiéral Taforthition. Birt I'siever tosk

piHitienly o Tatw, ifliyils ok ivitty; aithiongh T cbuld have doue well 5t8H of

‘em, if I'Gbeensominded. Iseomedmchtnﬂes,;estasaman&fﬂeﬁ’fueough‘t
. .mu‘ e i i Ty e

“# Yol idrhe smma w&*mm&ﬂw Whuﬁ km& ef gumo P

yw i gt ‘of now, S T3 g%e thalds sty frew

Mok prtisisf and cast s athjpultad !balf B N&uﬁee, whch- thé Tt

4 not Ghiskrve, of ut Teast; did-tot Wppenrto. Bt he rattled oir 58 eureleily
a8 ever, .

-
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« What kind of game you aék ? Well, sir, Il reply with a frankness worthy
of Meltizh. ¥I'm huntin’ that sort of game whlch other people pass by thhont
poticin’”
- # Bteatige gaie, T dare'nay ™ . i e
* Wis, and, you'll sy so wttlxmm mplmh when ymiknw minklmnk m!'
“The'aame diyaterions expression playedifor s monmod:ovanilie mwtis conntms
ance'¢hakhad: api)méd fﬂme onba: bsmrémﬂwt&ﬂ \?MWN by
Qﬂ‘rhﬁfﬂt AR sl o r_,- w g oy TR O
MY trail rans in s dmctm, I mpeos we Thuit patt. here,! il Hoper.
“ If you go th:il;may, T dhiousld sy yes; bedatids ‘my path itriked off4n - QM
Torrithbi, the Kuiter, il sovk hiltesapper ower tike dn dhe! nmhlmhoni of

, them tall trees, and: I've got business with hlm » & i e

« Wiig:Go you think He willbetbere . :

o Iuttief hini this aftsrhoos ; we hs.ppdnlsﬁto ha oreepm’ qfter ’ﬂn ame deer.
Jest a8 I had got within gunshot, I looked up and who should X sen ot Lol‘ri—
inier) Jedt agdid® to pull tiiggerak my gatnel - Lo o T

« It was then that he ml‘ormed WJ&M heaboui& mmp st the sputyan haw
naimed P o . s PSR B U I B R T R I TR

“« You're right, Mr. Bﬁaﬁobd ?l‘hat’s theeiphmm of the ﬁ.ﬁwm amd you
gee X cati't consistontly go on' that trall; for X wint 1o bigve affew wom of talk -
with Baptiste.” '

3  vais expeeting to meet- ‘Doortier myself ‘at the *Bkse of yander ridge ’
hills, added Mauties, with soiné hesdtation. - R LT

« It's lncky I tumbled upon you, then, for 1t’s saved you 8 loag' tmmp “for
pothin’, Come, let's be amigwis'tt * + .- . oo

~FaFper did ot etir j he vemairied standing in o sate of inﬁﬁuidtoa. ieaning
apon his double-barreli - He¢ wasiti'decp: b@hﬁoﬂwﬂ&@ﬂe&ﬂg m study and
undérifardthe dsin who chlled hivssel: Mektish Moss. S e

 NEsiiHioe mnamuﬁyqdwk gad- shewd, bt mow b oonﬁessed hlmselr at
fault * ¥Vad hid: el oF frankneds fenving, or. was it sstmed?: “Wis he playlng
-a'dtadied part; or'atting dut his Gwn' nabard? ' Fle -axked ‘Himad what: objeat
Mons could have for deceiving him, and could think of no phasgnstile dngwer; -

«'The times are dangerous, T it well: dware," he«iid’ to. himgelf} or rather
thought, “a&;du-f,wilﬁ waiehthis mmmi. Hie pmvesfb\-emhurmls,nleb Him
Iﬁok%[t" [ Bl e T B
o TP poin #thiid: thise’ ’!ﬂte s tree u-.'a be dm'k wink afore ym reaeh fm
camp,” resumed Moss, - e i

Harper stooped down and stroked with his h{md &e Ia.rge &aad of Hon’ést,
And then, stmghtemng up, said, in a voice from which all traces of Mdmlsion .

“ Lead on, s:_;'—I will follow.”

Ay e T - .
Sy bt o LD s
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OHAI’T,ER Iv..,

P Tt R BETBA.YED . b
Tnmperson addressed favored Maurice with another searching.

e; and
then:shonldering hisrifle; took!a northeasterly course,.and - pnt his ngl‘freas:ned
feet in motion: “For somemoments the parties: walked on in silence, HBerper
Tebping o sharp.look-gut in: every direction;.and, Hnnest treading - clove-at his

heels, with Lis glowing eyeballs fastened upon the stran
] ger, occasionally placing.
bis xose to-the groand,and. then raising his head, snuffing ,the air as ﬂl:o takge '

q.ny stranige seent that the gentle winds might happen to bri
ng. .-
- The bun!sank:lower and: inwer, and ﬁna.]ly went.dowy; ﬂgleamng! a sky mthout
a staror a moon.

The darksess drew deeper, and Meltinh -Moss waiked mﬂt Ie&a asaured ateps )

.+ %I repkon I've got a. trifle:bewil "
ghnnes ey ui(: - Hife-bem de:;ad he said, pausmg lmd mtmg -anxiona

“You bave been diverging from the: murse whmh yqn at l'irst mdlcnted ag
the true.one; forhalf an.hour,” replied Harper

#1 allow that it Jsn't easy to navugate these pa.rts when xt's 80 oncommon
dark; bntit's very. seldom:that X Jose the pints o’ compeas’ T

% “The-moon will be ap- soop, andperhaps-we had hetter remain where we arg

. qutll it appears.”
w;;; wWas-jest tnr::n tt,hat subject over in my' mm;},@stranger, for 11: seems like
in’ agin’ natur tryin’ to get thron i)

ek ssd bonmer ry g zh this. chnppa@ while the plght iz s

«1 ghall endesvor to geta 11ttle sleep sald Harper '-! . R

% What, slsepihere, among the reptiles, copperbeads, and: other poxaonoua var-
mintg! Yon:must be sum’at. wild in your notions, I fakeit.” ..

Harper siretched his athletic person: at the. foot:of a cyprem, called Honeat
bimde him lie down, and then-placed his head upon the- dog’s shaggy shonlders,

ok P:reguﬁs e::;:; c;:rul: crat;er'll keep.off the. noxions perductions of this sile 1
remar ooking fixedly at the d whoae
through the darkness. -\Jg y 03* ‘ eyes' -.were 8'10“’“38' bnshﬂy
- #It’s very pogsible,” returned Maunce, qumtly .
- ¥ Smar} lookin’ rifle, that of yours! Mugt be. rather heavy, I reckou " Whlle
Moss was speaking, he stretched out his hand carelessly, and took Harper's rifie
which he had sot.against & frea.near him. ' A deep, angry gmwl sdmomshed the
backwoodsman that his movements were watched
3.« What's hia name.?7 he: asked.
% Honest - .. . L

“ Will the vs.rmmt bite ?"

It woulda't be strange.”

Meltiah scowled, and evidently wanted to send a ball through the mastlﬂ‘ ]
head, but determined on a pacific coyrse, st lenst, for the present.

“ Honest—Fonest ! good feller!” he said, in a tone intended to bs vaatly
concllmtmg.

Tt R
- L

O I

’
i

‘men.”
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© A more savage grov] warned him to relmqmsh his® hedd, npon the gun slto-,
gether, which he was prudént enough to: do. H¢' retreated & fow paces, and

geatéd himself sullenly upon the triank of & tree which the winda had overtarn-.

ed. Resting his chin upon the palm of ‘hia right hand, and kis elbow upon his.
knee, while his rifle, with the breschs upon the -grownd, was. supported by. his
left dvm, ke gazed intently throngh the glooin st the dim.outlines of Harper and
his dog. This position he maintaitied:for dome minutes,'and . eha.qgegl it.only to
cast uueasy glances about him, or to play with his rifle impatientiy. : .

G If ever 2 person meditated villany,” thought Harpe::, “ Mellmh Mnss iq the

Half an hour elapsed, which evidently seemed a lcmg tnnaem our heron new
acquaintance. At the expiration.of:that period, the labier e argse, produced ma-
terialy, ignited a flame, and applied it to the barl of a dried cedar...

. Instantly it wos a-blaze; and the fire ran, cmcklmg and lempmg, in glowing
wreat.hs to the top. - This act confirmed the suspicions of Harpar, and he began
to experience o feeling of insecurity quite uncomnzon to him, -

« It seems to me somewhat 1mprudent to lsght such a- heacon ‘ag that,” he said,

- with some dsperity of tone,-

" &' Por what reason " : S

“ Tt might attract a war party of Go,manches upos wg"” . i

# Let ‘em come, stranger. I'm néver afonrd-of dying a.fore my time comes
thongh I've seen some folks as is, and can't never malke themselves hu.ppy under
no conditions, whatsomever.”

«“Words are very cheap, my fine fellow, but they do nobgo- ﬁu- wnth me,

. have olways observed that those who talk the most bravely in moments of secu-

rity, display the least courage in time of danger.”

-« T hope theré’s nothing parsonal in.that remerk o' yoarn,:: m:atﬁr,,beea.use ag
how, I shouldn’t wan't to offér any oncommon violence to an, indervidoyal ;rom
Old Vargiriny. - ‘But eypress brakes and copperbeads ! if you should go on in
that way. scareely no-time ab all, I should be obligated, on account of my own
honor, 1o put you through a. gourse of aprouts as we. ynung ‘allergators say.”

“ What's that 1" mqmred Maurice.

« 'y what you can’t know till you experience 1t Flfty galvamc battgmea,
alllet Joose on you st once, wouldn't be nothin' to it . 7

« It must be dreadful 1" eaid Harper, guietly.

“u Y] allow that it is,” pursied Meltiah, impressively .

«You've no fear o a.nythmg of ‘that sort, yourself, 1 suppose ?" added the
young than, in the same tone.’

“ Not¥n the Jeast; because yan ge I’m pOsted up Ain theaa thmgs, and am
ohéémmon hard:to beat.”

6 Tt will be well for you to bear in mmd, sir, that lt‘ you attempt to p]ay o&‘
any of your tricks with me, I will give you good cduse , o regret it to the, Jast
hour of jour existence. Yot faticy yoi are deep, ghrewd, . cupning, and, cannot
be cut-witted or over—reached it [ have sounded you, and know your mental
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ignnsge, and how mueh shil- yow can wwy without straining, your masta, You
ard a eraft thut-can sail in:ahadllotw and muddy water ;. sodook ont for Breakers
- Wit Joutavigate with e, T wm watching 708, ang 11; will be extramely huﬂ
for 'you to veadily diseover whan yoi are safe’! |

-4 (), Gow't be sfoared, misten § Ishdlhﬁwmpmiﬂnwhke tlmt ;y,oq wmay.
be gni!tyoi to your inexperience. I sban't be bard:on youw, seein’s you. ain't

to the manners of these 'i‘ezan allergﬁtom’* .

“ What's that 7 ‘exclaimed: » ‘

* Whet's wht " fetorted Moss, whm featm‘e& &onld now ba plamly seen fn’
the glave of the blazing cedar.

«.F thouglit T heardd yolse .- -

‘Wifigey likely ; beginverd in thmsoz;aﬂifm w; apt to: hear Doises, But
they aint so shiééry whin'they gitolder « @ ..

ﬂ’onesﬁ sprang § His feet, andd: his ereok ars: add. lmﬁemng a.thtuda a.tte,sted
thist hig waster was tdt the oly one-who had heard sounds,

. Betber keep that quadrepid aaimal shll. rf you don’t want him hmt hy. some
wild crittet.” said Meltiah. - : !

« He'll take care of himeelf; don't fear on lns account.," replied Harper

“ Honest | look sharp—«go in there—be qumk I” ha adﬁed, patt,mg the dog om
the herd, and pointing into. thy:swamp,

* Toutantly thé mustift boynded off like an arrow:

“Wish' I'd shot his P muttered Moss.

“ What did yoe say ?" inquired Maurice, who had heard enough to get the '

porport of the sentinos.

-4 Hls a catatount, Jikely u$ not, and yon‘ll loze ylmr dog, replied the bgr.‘k-
weodsman,

- '« H¢ knows as'much aboat tha natnre and imlnts oE t;mt animal 83 you do.
wAhi thése'stronblel” 4

While Harper was spdaliing, the aound of undden onaet and S ﬂe,roe Stmg-
gle reached his ears: The features of Mom gr&w pale. aod-for & moment be gp—
pea:edatalomhowmact. v

“ ' risk the dog, if yon wnll the cata.mmt.’* said Ma,urioe, eyelnghm new
filind closely:

“ Help—-he]p—murder !" cned a’ voieg fm the swamp in stlﬂed tnnca of
agony and terror.

Maanrice darbed into the thick growth witbcmt & aecond delay. hen he
vé4dbed the place of confliet; he discovered Homest keaping - guard over ¥ man
whom he had bronght to the ground by a single tugat his threat. Our . hero
wsisisted him to arise, abd wae leading: him towards the light of the burning tree;
Aut to this proceeding he was ewdently averse, for he 'struggled: and held, back.
- # Oopre’; wallcion ; let usm who' you are, hcim much you are mjuxed, and’
m repdratidn I owe'youtt: |

“H-No, w6 | T ag ot | seriwsly’ }mtr--call off: t.ha mrage benat, and- lat me ;o,"
mid o voiog which Harper ﬁnmd was nbtl wholly aufymilisr,
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* #¥en; lef the man have bis Gwn way-~-tien’t your buaivess; 1 take. i, to
meddle with othet peopie's eeaearns," eaid Koha, wbu»m by tbu time . qt his:

" pides -

«T must see who he i is, and will 7 at ol gveniat®. mﬂ iy, luet‘m ﬂmly.
tightening-his grasp on the’ mam's !hqlﬂdem ;and ﬂnggmg hm ulm by mere
phystcal strength. R

«J reckon as how fhat sort of- thing wontdo in.this hnd a! !lbawtg ‘and: eqqa,l
rights” cried: Meltish, aiminga blow st Harpens hegd,. :rhwh the. Jatter Dad-
the adroituess to parry, and the geod fortane to give one in return that felled
the aggressor to the' earth, -where -he. wag immediatély poanced mpon by our
hero's unfailing coadjutor, ¥Flonest-;. but in dealing this eflettunl prnisher, Man,
rice had partially relinguished his hold open the unknowa, wha, @mﬁtmg hy the
sime, took te his heels.and Tan off with desparate Bpeed :

4 Get up I eaid Harper, to the backwoodsman. . ¢ ‘

Moss recovered his feet without a ward, looking cheap.sind. qmt«mign
. w¥FHat do you thivds of yeurself 1" asked Manrice, - . -
. # T kaven't made-up niy mind. What’s yoor opiniew?’ Co

& That you are a villain of the first waeter; that yow intemded fo betmy me
irita the hands of Manuel Hart, when, between you both, I ghould . have beea
mardered.” -

+You're & gueer’ chap, you ave, snd [ dlawI dan’i? knm Jeﬂt uhat 1o, make
of you. ' I'd advise you as & friend to kl]l that ere dog, ‘he's 50, rude ta stran

ra,” .
ge" Ii you were half a3 hondst, you. wmdd hem bet.#,er man ; yt. would be. hﬂs a
erime to kill you than him. He i irea to hls nature, while yqq ary false to
yourself and everybody else,” answered Manrice.

-4 Such remarks aint pléasant to hoar, buf it stvikes mo tkera & sqme truth in
*om, end I can’t feel it.in voy mind to hit you for it.” g
=Y ouwould like to, no donbt; Bist persons of your itk are apt to be cewud-
Iy. Melinh Moss, your safety depends entirely on your: good - behaviop. - ]
prevents me from despatching you, and sinking you in the first bayonI.can find?

‘Who do.you suppose would inguive:after you, or even regret your death ??

The moon was now up, and her beams shons brightly upon the paytie,a. Mosa -

stood befores Manrice unarmed, the latter having secuted both rifies ; .apd Hen-

et sat at hig feet ready to Toap wpon: the former whenever bidden. .-

4 There is-no good reasen why you slionld live,” vesumed - Maurice, serionaly.
“¥ou.do no one any.geod, but injure:all with wham. you:¢ome in contact, Now
the question arises in my mind, it it be not my duty to shoot you on the spaot,
and ridthecarth; of & bad man” - .

"Fhe ruffisu's face began: totakeonmdmdlypalm L

% Alkthinge considered; you deserve. to-die, Wlmt have yau to ssy. for your-
self 7 continued Maurice, in the same serious wme. . "

« ¥ aint prepared to die,” seid Meltiab. -

-4 Neeither.are you prepared. to.live? '

} .
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+#You couldn’t think of killing & fellow in thig cold-blooded sort of a way!
Game, you're only banterin® like,” resumed Meltish, in-an unsteady voice.

““ Hav¢ ypu anything particular to Bay before takmg @ leap in the dark?®’

continned Maxtice, more impressively. !
# Now don't talli fn that way [ You muke a felle i'eel nncomfortnhle The

fact is, it's all owin' to-Mamuel Hart, this scrape i3, and I shoulda’t have heen,

in it, if"1t badn't been for his meddlin’ disposition.”,
h;l had‘al'rea.dy made up my mmd Ahat: Manuel - Hart employed you to aid
" '
* % 'Yes, "twis lum as told me !mw to net. I ve watched you, alI the arbemoon.
This' momin’ you know you ‘had a guoarrel with Hart.” .
' %Y ou'were t6-bé well paid, T sippose ?”. .- e

# Wothing to brag on, for that:matter. Manuel -aint. over and ubtwe llbeml
—'tisn’t io him to be. If I'dknown fally the natur of this: anermn] I shouldn‘t

been cotebhbed in this-hepe onpledsant fix.” - TN

«The excuses of bad men whet detected Ini-crime, naually come w:th sn ill
grace. You cannot well extepuate your.fanlt. Had you borne the reputation
of au honest man, Hart would not have nttempted to draw you into hig nefarl-
oug schemes,” - . :

“ That's ryther pbllersophical I take it?

"4 8o’ that was a fubrication abiout Liorrimer's boing on the spot you indica-
4d " puriied Manrice,

« T should say it was, *cordin’ to my wealg comprehensmn "

" }Im'e a your rifle, Meltiah, I. hopf? you'll live to be a better man If you
wish; you cag accompany me to old Lorrimer's camp.” . -

“T knew you wasn't s0 bad as you pertended,”. said the baekwoo«ismau, evi-
dently much relieved. « Seem you re 80 kmd end obligin’ as- to ask e, Tl go
with you,”

Maurice now-changed hts coirse and walked rapldly towards the |pot where
he bad good reason to suppose that Lorrimer was expechncf ‘him, followed by
Meltiah ‘and Honeat, .

Whether oir hero felt perfecﬂy secure with this singular being close at his
heels, wé ‘will not pretend to say.; but:we will venture to affirm that he turned
hig head with &n expression of considerable surprise, . ‘upon hearing the sharp
snap of Meltink’s  rifle, Soquickly did Manrice turn towards the woodsman, that his
piece was still levelled st him, and his finger pn the trigger. For an instant the

‘ytoung ‘nan's ayes ﬂashed with anger, but the excxtement passed ag rapxdly as
-it ‘camé. .

# I took the precautmn to tu.ke the cap ftom your. rlﬁe, and-put a, damaged one
1n its place. To that device; I probably owe my'life, I see pleinly that you
srérnot to'be trasted. - Some men would shoot:; you down -apon. thq Etiot ¢ but 1
eon't find it in my heart to kill you®- .- . v ‘ :

« T only meant to give you a start,” said Melﬁah. oo Co

" Yes, n start to the next world, and would then: have been obhged to bave

i
I
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" geltled the matter with Honest Come, let us change the order of march ; lead

the way towards yonder range of lulls and don't attempt anything more to

. pight as you value your life !,  .i;

« I'm afeared you'll let me have the cuntents of the donble-barre\s when 1
aint expectin’ it,” replied the ruffian doggedly. : Co )

T give you my word that I will not ; so go ahead,” returned Ma‘urice.

The proposdd change was quickly made, and_ fhe pnrnes pursoed their lonely -
wuy towards the camp:of Bapifte Lorrimer. ,

CHAPTER V.

‘AN IKTERVIEW |

Avew days subsequent to the scenes nerrated in the foregoing chapter, Iris
Rathburn, while walking a short distance from the Ranche, was unexpeutedly ae-
costed by Manunel Hart. The cl.rcumatn.nce of ‘meeting him slone was not at
all agreeable to her feelings, for reasons which nay perhaps appear as. we. pro-
ceed. Wlth all bis roughness of manuer, the huhter was' shrewd, calculating
and perSevering ; qualities hlghly dangerous when characteuzmg a bad man,

" Having, as the reader is aware, a given purpose in View, go far as our Ber-
oine was concerned, he commenced operations with Gousiderable skill, disguising
as well as he could his real object. At first his remarks were-of 2 geners] and
commonplace kind, and made ‘with mgre than usual courtésy ; for even Manuel,
s clownish 24 he was, T8lt & rationsl desire to please such a maiden 6s Ins,
far as it could be done in the way of mere words.

" Bot the ‘backwoodsman: was not, unfortunately fot .bim, highly g:fted fn. the
divine art of expression eny more than‘he was in'the graces of deportment. Af-
ter 'al!udlﬁg to seveial things'in which e felt no real interest, he approaehed
the subject uppermost in his thoughts, as follows: .

% T've heered that you got qnite a fright tother day, all on acceunt of that
wild-lookin’ ehap as'is coastin' hereaboats.” '

“ T was somewhat startled by the ruderess of 8 stranger, I confess,” replied
‘Miss Ratbburn. . Ve ,

«T dou't know the partickerlers of the case, miss ; kow was it ?”

‘« Bimply this; while enjoying the laxiry.of sohtuda in yonder growth of
wood, I was termﬁed very much by the: rude -conduet’ of & wild-looking man
who unexpectedly intraded ipon my retreat.” - -

'« How did you get away from his. 1mperdence?" a.sked Manuel, gwmg h:s
fair aoquaintance a searching ‘look,

To making’ ‘the statemént as above, Miss Rathbum had pot heen wholIy frec

* from embarrassitent, for'she hitnitively guessed Hart’s object in drawmg from

her the: detaild of her ndventare; end when he ‘proposed the laat quegyf, slie
could not refrain from ‘manifésting move: marked evidences of confusion, . She
did what ladies are apt to do when obliged to speak of certain persons- *blushe/’
gt the siime timo trying to display the wtmoet nonchalance and indifference. -
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“wy may Justly aay tlmt. I awo mydelxvery frem inimil pn:tiy to 8 dog,”
eald, with o smile,

é A very honest eritter, eertnmly! Dldn't hé ha.ve m mu?er !?' mmed Hﬂt
with aniother searchifog glance; ;

% Of cotrse he had o master ; and the mule: was m @niem B ﬂlﬁé%{ 4
added Ins, still smﬂmg T \ ‘

W TF ‘you wouldii't be pit oet, 14 like taaak Lis pame "

“ It woas—1I think it was Harper, or some th g like fhat,” ratnmed ﬂm mat—
den, a red spot appearing upon each cheek

“ Ab, 'twas bim, was 002" - U

4Dy you know him P

« Better nor I do  you, miss.”

“ A goliant young'man! Dop’t you thipk s0, Mr, Hprt 1" asked our. herozne,
somewhat maliciously. . . )

«¥ dow’t never like to Jiffer with, fernales,” replied Hart, drily,

« I am-shure there is rio- ne-eé thyt you shonld differ, wlth me on the. sub;ect‘"

“ Perhiaps not, miss; but I gm older than you, a.uﬂ man 8§ ugeﬂ fo know
this Farper afore he left ¥Yarginiy.”

T'be scrious fone in which Maeus} nitered these words ,gave Irxa a feﬂlmg of
unedsineds; for, truth to tell, she was unmllmg thqt her h&m should sink in her
estimation the merest triffe. .

“ Ho bors o good character. thers, I dare say ?”

u Perhaps wa'd bettér change -the mubject to- sumthin’ glsg. as 1 pever like to

Reak agin any person that I can't.say any good of.%,
% ¥ou réally startlome, Mr. Hart, What do. you know of the gentleman ﬁbat
i‘s demgatory'to his cha.mcter P ingaired Iris, with real g,mestngss .
Dot ask me, betause E lmow too much to say spythiong byt the, naked

trnth, if T express my feclings about the matter, And, ag I said, I don’t wa,ﬂt .
to run nobody down. The' feller as goes by the name of Harper, ainit what, ,

. be'd onght to be,by no means. He left. Yavgmpy ina lmrrys and want be vary
likely- to g0 back, vnlew ho's aarried.”
« You must be deceived respecting the young man 1" cned Tvis, earnesﬂy
“ You have confounded him.with some other perton.” -

Y wish I mrght obnfeurnd:hitn with some other pérson . retorted Hart ra-

ther aibiguonaly, shd with sométhing much liké o scowl |

#T am not ready to believe anything derogatary to the ahmse:er of Mr. Har-
pery “although he is comparatively a atranger: to mﬂ. The tp@gue of dgtmﬁ:taon
in easily set in mntwn, Mr. Hart.”

"« It ot my bisineks fo Took arter things o’ thm m If thp Stata nf Var-
glmiy i interested jni-thie ¢hap ad calls hirwelf Harpér, why let the Sd;atp ;ake
- care Of it in the proper wny. T plcked ap an old. newnpaper swhils ago, t]wt

© had aomet tin* t6 my nﬁau% this pmwuln eazp: It ‘possible 1 oo find 1; a
me”

Mauel felt in hia pockeu, bnt ¢ould not pmdnce the donnment in q;lpaﬁon-

Tug Mt of ms Rifona. B |
e édi i’t sqmevarhérd Hiit dort Happen 16 hmve it"abbuk mo now. How-

- saipieyér, ft's o ‘Gonthqtihbe | 1 don't upose yoh cafe th hetit about iy -

is O ¥ bonbibivy 1 ani brcestlifighy intbrosted in whith you are talling.”

. % Well, the paper only made a few statementd af ‘the. Shxte's Sxpense; oﬂ*bm’
& deptith sumn of ioney for fonichody’s Hody," otirncd Hort, carelesely .

« You mean to say that Mr. Harper is & fugitive froin jﬁnhee,’ ard & mwnrd
i offered for his apprehenmon " rejomed Midd. Bathbiteny, growing pale, .

o foir't mean to. y nothin’ #t all, but jest vepest what I read, I aint one
of the sort that goes for t6 condlenin others without judge or yu'y; though I'
rayther lrlendly to the Regulators, a3 a genéral- ﬁnng.

31 Qtam fay not;¥ angwered Iris :

: “You don’t do me i sioe nor justive in ‘wiyln’ #d, z‘md hdrﬂly that. It ab -
lers goea + g'u ihe"graiﬂ to-dse a figmer, tbTojurd the uhht‘acber of n fdlier-oritter
-—but atwein you and 1 ﬁiss “ﬁathbﬁm, thid' ehnp hdd better keep tlear of. the
latora™ - .
i Indesd 1 Yok A1 my mind with wonder atat slarm.
K Qume t:onﬁdentml friefid onght to adviss liim to leavé the: coim%ry ad fast o8

. thice hotses can cﬁﬂ'g hﬁﬂ " said ‘WMaruel.

“Is the danger really # immméut ™
“uf thé Fegulators should Tight on hiln, hik. !lfe woulan't be ‘worth prajr'ng

fo‘. "
& Ut fhia be troe?” adked THis, atredtly.
“d T  further, and i 00 that the Rigutators dre ixlmdy on; lns tm-.k.
and i'.he 1l ave hiffi af‘ure /Waélc goes-ovar tis Liead;” contiawed Mannel; 6.
phahc.-ilry u OF éotted you kndw w!ui’t’ll oem’a ofit” he:ndded; mgmﬂen’hﬂy

_%Muny beaven—"
' What fid,yon Fetmurk, s m
X3 Nothmg of ‘conséghibnee.  Thisis'a #evy ‘stngular shsry »
« Oneommon singular like ; but thed the: world' is full of ‘stranize things. - It
don‘t do t b8 ﬁurptised ab nbuﬁh’ thiat may- hapgéu no#a-daya. _Human natur -

 seqms to'be goin’ down hifl; a3 {ivere.”

# Good morning, Mr. Hart” -
# Don't be in & hurry, Miss Rathbofn. T hata't b el of you, Iamaly.

’I‘hm‘?s no’bm fa,til yon ‘know, Thavs Butled thit. uaﬂl me-home.”
go hard, féehn’n gt
i Cestaiuly ‘notY” mtummi Tels, quietty, lmd mﬁmg lrom the spot pmm&ed
th?ugh fully fowards the Badiche, reﬂ%!etiﬁg wpdn'whiat shie Hadiheard. Althongh
reposed bqt Tiitle eonfidénce {n - thé word!'of Muxgel Hatt, sho oonld” not
I;gl i‘eeh éppy it tbe 'subjett of ‘His’ Gostninitations: Mmm& Barper
a§ P eased Bér ﬁh».ufeﬁ Pty By bis'sthibile iahoerd; menly: beating; and. band-
figure. | She was grateful for the servicehe had rendered - her; and: Jxo?ed
L?La iitan oftdn ‘to his relied Gonterintion ; Tor-the, reader is- aware tint speiety
for the pure apd guileless was seldom found in that wild region. Miss Rathbura
wea inferested T the yomig sfeanger-nothing tiote-bhd to hear sach astomﬂ-
iag disclosurea relnhve 1o him, Gaite owm ber. N

[}
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An -she approuched the Ranche, she saw Noel Noon near the corral, convers-
mg with Ramons. _She slowly advanced and Jeme& them, which circumstance
appeared to ‘be u great relief to the hunter, who was endently mueh preesed to
£nd imitable subjeets of remark.

4T am glad to see yon, Mr. Noon. What hava you to commumcate that i

new 1 ghe asked, famniliarly.

% Nothin’ very cheerin’, Miss Ra.thburn. ‘ There s trouble all around us, at
present. - Gteneral Cos. coutinues to advance, and the _Regulators and Modera.-
tors are fightin’ among themselues in & way it fen't pleasant 1o thmk ot‘

* “ What do you contemplate doing?”

% A few of us hunters and woodsmen have concluded to meet the eneray, and (

let 'em know what kind of stuff we're made of. You see, Mlss Rathbum, there's
fghiting to'be done, and I must do. my part on’t.  Thig country belongs to ug,
I-take it, and it's our duty to defend it. Senta Annn.'s roused, and means ‘mis.
chief, you may depend Baptiste Lorrimer, young Harper, Warpath, the chief
of the Lipans, and others, are of my opinion, and are ready fo arm and n;eet
" the Mexican wolves. 'We shall get the best and strongest horses the ‘country
exn afford, and when once on the trail of the wnenltivated, copper—fnced var-
mints, the words * right about face’ wont seldom ba heered.” !

% You are very munch in earnest, friend . Noon, Such aband of men as you '

propose organizing, ought certaiuly to have a distinetive name.”

“ 8o they had ; and you and Remona must give us one. Don’t take it amiss
gals, nor color up so like the mlseluef in consequence, but give onr company &
propet name. And I have a present:ment that if lips llke yourn—Dbeggin’ your

pardon allers—give us-a name, it will be a sort of cbarm o ta.hsman, 88 some

- folks eny, to protect us in the hour of danger.”

« A high and real eompliment, Noel Noon, and we were ungrateful ad wo
wndervalue it.  Come, Ramona, assisé me with, your ready wit to., ﬁnd s fitting
appellation for this'chivalrous band of heroes.”
~ “I-pm not quick at eriginating, orvery mgemous but I'll make on & tempt.

How would it do to call yogr company by the plain name of ¢ The Hunters' of
the Border 7' " . o

“ That's verﬁgood ”-gaid Noel ; “ T hke LA '

« 8o do ¥, Mr. Noel,” added Ims, “and 80 auceess ‘to ‘Tha Hunters of the
Border,* who, mounted upon fleet and hardy horses, will dash apon ‘the enemy,
and seatter lifs forcés to the winds in o moment of time, after the styla of Fran.
¢is Maiion,; one of the heroes of the gouthern campmgn "o .

“« Rurra, for* The Hunters of the Border " shouted Xoon, euthusmstlea;lly.
“w How do you progress in raising recruite of the right stamp i mqmred Tris.

“rut Better than we expeoted, and its probable 8 gopd many wﬂl Jme us on bm"

‘vﬁy ‘down to Bexer.,”
i Mr. Hatper, you obserfved was one of your number ?” she added, thh a8

faltering voice,
» He's more than one, ans R&ﬁ:bun—-—hes n host in himself! I haven't seen

nobody equal to him yet, for real grit, es one may say.
T
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« Manuel Hart counts another in your ranks ?"'pursued our beroine,
- % I'm gorry to say that he doesn’t, seein’ be's -a pa.rtmular friend of yours,

. Miss Iris " said Noel, giavely.

« What are his reasons for declining to join you?’ :

« I think becsuse he's afeared of close-queations, and bad. rayther stuy where
he wont get no hard knocks, I hope there's no -offence in sayin’ so 2"

.« None to me, at least, Noel. Another question I wish to ask. ~ Have you
ever heard any accounts prejudicial to the chavacter of Mr. Harper.2”

. «I've heered things within a day or two which wouldn't be to his credit, it
true, but not from a soarce X can re]y on for honesty. And I want it to be un:
derstood once for all, that any pergin as tries to injure Mmmce Ha.rpar, by cir-
culatin’ bad reports, hos got to deal with me for the same.”

Noel gave considerable emphasis 1o his words, for he meant that it should be -~
felt dhat he was in earnest.

% That's a very good principle to act upou, and I'm glad tO‘heat you speak B0 :
i‘fnnkly on the subjeat,” replied Iris, with warmth,

- «T didn’t know ag it would be pleasia’ to you, scein’ Monuel Hart is here-
abouts ge mnch but I'd advise yon not to heed all that you hea.r, no matter
where it comes from.”. »

Fhe moment Noel Noon censed spmkmg, the rapid dlscha.rge of ﬁre-arms
%‘as heard in the direction of the river, mmglad with. loud shouts and discordant
yells, Both the maidens grew pale and looked a.nxmusly a.t Noel 'for explana-
tion,

“I suspect * gaid he, examining his rifle, that the i;wo great curses of the
country—the Regula.t.ors and the Moderators—have met and are killin’ each -
other like unnatural savages. Illl go down the river a littlo way and see what.
the trouble is.”

# Stay, Noel-~it won't be safe I eried Ramona.

* As Noel was turning from. the maidens to put his purpose in opera.tlon, Mel-
tiah Moss made his appmranee, running with all his strength towarda the-scene

-~ of tumult.”

“Thar's o fight somewhar, an’ I'm bouud te go-in for 1t l Hurra for Dmne
Crockett and the gouging system !” shonted Meltiah, as he passed-the parties.

Just belénd Moss came another personage whom Tris. recognized ag Jack"
Tawless, He brandished aloft a bowie-knife, and a double-barrel,and appsared’
half. frantic with delight at ihe pear.prospect.:of a conflict. Hollowing ~and
sereaming wildly, he disappeared in the thicket, and Ins shrill voice was heard a-
moment aﬁer in the. amau p]ad;ea.u beyond, . : ‘ .o

i
1T o — ety .
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CHAPTER ’VL.
lucrnmws OF THE conn,to!'.

Leavivg his fair companions, Noel Neon approuchua thio soetie of ﬂlscemb This
wea ot vory fiifo wioverient, but it ‘waa. confiflent, whlr the' exerciss of Pro-
dence, he should be'abis to-kéop bimsslt ‘aloof from the Gombatants, We Have

stated thet the confiist seemed £6 be going od in a-plitedu b short distance from .

the river, and"this statdrhent yroved o bé gorreot.

" Noon euteredthe ool survonnding the spot, asd ws- nb’le to get  fodr view
of what wad goisy févwhrd, ©As vent.ad Lo could Judge, about -thirty Reégnle-
tory Webagngefed with dn'equal: iomber- of Moderators: - Botite Were straggling
in & close encounter handte Hand, whild:others partiaily protectad by-the wur-
rounding ‘tréésj were using: ‘their Breartms with' il the Hkill tnd vertaknty of
which they were capable. Every moment the leromty of {hese misguided men
jnoreded; and the thirdt formbtesl dostrodtion giolr mmore insitiable: Several
had fallen, others recewed fn«rh-tfat woun&a anﬂ étill the ‘unistasd conflict went
on. -

“Whils Nmi stoo&”gasihg hetrlﬂed at thigh mgumm-y dceire, he- heard MY
one advagcing, and turning beheld Maurvice Ha.rper and Bapﬂsm Torrimer.

= Thiy Is'ts drewdfal blg‘hti." said-the former, :

o Bk we: daret help-if” veplied Noow.: .

w Bteangetliat the passivts of mien when: allowed: full: plag; witl do &egmdn
and ‘brutalize them,” added Maurice.

« Thent Jsn't-hitermethior thiy satdrinetity,  pbund'man: ‘Fhess: cretury dor't

cultivateiuthin’ bt thé lower passions, und. thetefore:& targe crop.of evil must
be wipested, A miis nktar aiky B comparedl: tb a. parden-Llie can: cultivite

usefal plants, or let it grow up to vile weeds and sich like. That's the way I

Jook st it, and I've made some observatiohsidh the:cbuirke of my life”

- Panpot this shuineful saceifics of-1ife bl atopped ? Ty not: the povertiment

strong eibugh to put knend th all suth violtions of nttutednd niman rights?”
% The fact is,” answered Lorrimer, © we haint got no government. ‘We're cut

lobee friorit: Mexties, ‘and Haventt: got orieniinéd pmerg ontislves. Fvenything is

at Jobes endy, wnd- we csh'thope for anjthing betber taiit we' hate ‘whipped
Santa Avd, ﬁsmged‘ o oWy rénﬁas, muﬂﬁ wheleeum luwis, #nd: puriﬁe& the

cdmrygmm! »
v How-they fight-| - The megulazms g w 166 i tha bbit aa't," bakd.

Neéw

For the next five minutes theve wis sy Lfdﬁéﬂmﬁ thitls -of i!reaums. “The

voices of the different leaders whre heard théering their followers to renewed ef-
fort. The execrations, groaus, and shouts of rage and deflance increased to s
din moat shocking to hear, Bowie-kmives flashed in the sun, and an instant af
ter yere slained with the blood that had “warmed & human beart, .
& Thin is Pandemoniom Tet Jooge I exclaimed Harper,
« Look! there's your old friend, Manuel Hart,” resumed Noon.

G?

i ﬁhﬁ«-ap'm:ﬁiﬁa&é. - 8%

“‘?ﬁ%re b

#Yotider’; ba¥ b’y taltert

i edw:m’i % m e;dl§ oe?-onﬂ dire to, streen Iimmelf behmd 8 lirge cypieﬁs
A & Tt to 'lid Tof i° anothér” o? your wQuamtances—Maltmﬁ Moﬁa.

sadd Tioitinier, - "
“Ah, yes! T see the villain] He alse has taken excellent care of his' y,r

bat geditis to- effoy’ the fight w&nﬂerfnlly And Jow 1 l;ave made anotherog

. covéty, Jddkt La’w’fesﬁ suséama théin o fhe ngﬁt\. A wqrthy trio, truly W

« A 16 Wikl e well for ydn to keep ot of thefr way, ad they don’t appe‘ar
6 hilved: ut great frletidfhip for” yon ' Sugh a0 0pportumty as this i3 too gomf
1’ bb Todt, providitip they slioiild see’ yon » added Noon. -

“ Did you. evet’ dﬂkﬁéct’ that Hart hel nged to ‘éither of these” partles t g
qulied Matrios, '
I had iy susipfcfons somehmes, fnft néver Knew nothm certain' ahott it
“ iy wiftnd to gwe that cowardry critter a fright,” said Lorrimer. « I
don't like to see a man firing out from behind the trees and keepin’ hlmaelt‘ 20
eivéred that tﬁere 8 110’ chante for a teturn shot *o0 come within two feet of him.
Yon jedt drop dawh hérd ont of sight, and I’l[ maké this hers holler bit of steel

spellt-to kin i a'ldnd of ‘adifiodishin” way, "fo'utir up hib idens like”

« Yo alirt Tténdia” to shoot him, I s’pose 1" remarked Noon,

“ Not at all—I'veé got nothin’ agm Maznunel Hart, that. I shonld want to m~
e h{m"bb&ily, bt it put xie in  pilin, ‘ay 'twere, to seo him lettin’ biaze at hu.
wiis' crifterd w’ﬁo’can’t rétutn’ the" eomplerment. So lie clise, boys, and X
g1vé yobl i Epesiitént of shostin.”

Harper and Noon both secreted themselves more eﬂectun]iy behind trees, qud §
wiitchiell thg tndtiont' of Tofiinier.  Hat vas preparing. tor dischaige his ifls
agoin. ﬁe hdd’ restéd it aga.mst £h8 trank of the. eypresi aud was Watchmg for
a vieti

1] Lommer raised his rifie qmckly to hig' fave and held it with ﬁnh aﬁ&
stéady tierves; in an tustagt it darted forth its flame;, and crﬁeked with- whnik‘
like sharpness. ‘

Hart dropped his rifie and reemle& in gonuing a!nrm, caatmgf his eyes ﬁuﬂ%«l‘a
Iy around to learn from what direction the shot had. come.- . ‘

% e can’t shoot much more to-day, T reckon,” sah} Lomaiex‘, mdﬂyf

# What have-ypu done I asked Harper, -

« Shot off the hammer of his riflo.” : ‘ :

# Ahappy thought and picely, exacuted You ey have saved moes: ﬂh\i
one life by s¢ dmng, :

“Tg st;nkee me yery farcerbly thq.bsum“zhin' more mrghbba ddue:in'thit w’y! .
There's Moss and Lawless bothrdoin’ migchlef, Mautics, let’s! give *ei: trgtnts

« Agteed'; Il sond a messengor through Meltini's odp:” . '

# He would have sent one {owpr than your' efipy; if-He'd’ had -hig- wihli" ré‘-
turned Noon. “But T wont medd;e with Lawleas'y hewd-pien% Tl jiuk-cut off -
8 lock of his beard ; that'll give him to understand ;that there’s somebodv in the
vmmty that can look through the double mghts M
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The reader may possibly imagine that feats of this Kind cannot well be done
by the sharpest ghooters that the country can produce; . but- it is a fact that
much more skillful shootlng ‘than this has been a.ccomphshed by praqta,ced rifle-
men with American rifles, on various occasions. Westeru mnd Southern, hunt-
ert take much pride and éxperience much sutlsﬂmhon in deeds of thxs hold znd
dmng nature,

Qur hero wag ot unsk:ﬂed in the use o! the nﬂe He had been. famxhar w:th
it from chx!dhood, and therefore when he lovelled. the slghts upon -Meltinh's
eap, he felt no fear that he ghould. s hls mark end i m_]m-e the woodsman, . He
ﬁred ‘and the’ report was mstantly followed by that of N oon's nﬁe Both Moss

and’ Ia.wless stood mesolute apd sﬂpnt then' the former pn]led off his cap and
the latter felt his beard—the shots had proved trne to. their aim, = .

t
Maniel Hart had already thrown himself upon'the ground close to the mol:s of

" the cypress, and now his comrades in sin followed his lead with unexampled cel
erity, eroughmg BO Iow that f.hen- budtea were co,ncealed by the surrouudmg

brakes.
“ le sée what sneakin’ villany i smd Lorrlmer “It's afeared of every-

thm aid 'yet eruel and revengeful, and cant never, under no carcumstancas, be.

feustéd. Now all these men ought to'be fighting the common enemy of Texps,
instead of killin’ each other ‘Teu't it & pity they won‘t unile to. ﬁgbt the Mexi-
cans I

L It i indeed but see, the Moderators are prevmlmg They are presimg up-
‘on’ thelr foes, hopmg to drive them into t.he viver,, If there were no bmver mey

amdng them than thoge ere fellers yonder in- the, brakea, the ﬁght would 8000 -

end.
"While the parhes were mutua!ly hoping that gomething wpuld trn.nsplre to

end this combat, the Regulators Fecovered their lost ground and. pressed hard
upon their opponetits , unexpectedly bringing our friends within the range of
both fires. ‘
‘The.leader of the factioh now in the usoendant—-—a tall; ferocions-looking man
. with u brond chest; and great power of lungs, séeing Maurice and his comrades,
hailed them, desiring to know whéther they were friends or epemies.
# Neither,” rephed Maurica ; “ we: are’ neutral.” ’ a

# That means neither on'one side or t’ot.her, I take it." retarned the ca.bta.m. -

for be way thus distingnished. =~
" «hat's the signification of it, premsely, and I wanﬁ you to !aold on, e little,
and listen to reason,” replied Lorrimer.
« Reagen.ain't what we waat, old feller; go sfand ot of tha way, or I allow
~ we shall pepper you! People as can’t fight aint good for much, no way, Come
on,choya L. Hurra ! At 'em agin=drive 'em ‘inte the river I" shounied the leadoer.
The combat was being renewed with' fresh- rialignity, - when Warpath sud-
denly ran in hetween the contending parties, eryings - -

% A war party of the Camanches are coming, while mend Cease'to kill each

ot.hnr, and turs y(mr arms ngamst th?a old enem;ee of: your race d

[
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“ What's that you're sayin’ " eried the captain of ‘the Moderators, ‘

“Tle Camanches are close at hand;-and their numbers are’ many. ° They will .-
eut you down like grass: - They aré coming like the wmdae-—tbqre is’ mo tlma to
be lost—who among you will fight ?* . .- 1" A

“Aro there any Mexicans with: thiem " asked’ Lornmer [

“White mén, yes; there are many. Mexidans with them, and the’ thunder or
their horses and mustangs will soon be heard. Make ready your wea.pons——
sound the war cry—-avxctory, or the happy. lmntmg grounds 1"

Harper iistantly Jeaped' upon &-rock, and swinging his- cap, took up the cry
snd shouted at the top of Kis voice s # victory, or the happy hunting grounds™.
Lorrimer and Noél ectioed this sentiment; and -many of the Moderators snd
Regulators: canght it up-end re-echived 1t earnestly, whlle others sullenly gazmg
ut each ofher, panting with exertion . 1

“ Yon have heard what our ved brothior hag said,” contmued Maunce R Be

‘men, and let'this unnatiral conflict stop’' where- it is, that.:you may. f.um your

arms agdinst real foes. Mexico iz sending-forth . her Jegwns——they come—they
incite the restless Camanches against you. - Your wives and- children ; will be -
tlain, aud your homes left desolate, - Avousel 'awake | no longer be- blinded by
partmnn feetings, Fom mto order of battle, nnd awazt ﬁrmly the appmnwh of
the enemy n ,‘ RN N

While Hurper was speukmg, a nﬁe ball passed through hxs eoatr sleeve, ando
anothier grazed his left cheekr. . 'When he ceased, 'somé cheered- him, others, re

. mained silent and moody, either indifferent to what might come, or still- tao fnll

of rancor‘and bhate'to care for foes other-than those before them. :

“T'll go after such of qur men a3 I can ﬂnd Y amd Noel Noon, “and brmg ’em,
to the resomet - ¢t '

“Too late ! ‘too late P gried' Warpath. T In a moment you wil hear the tex\-
rible war-cry'of the Oamanches, and the carbines of {ie Mexicans.” - y

A great. ‘cdlin hiad fallen oh the distarbed ‘huinan -elements, aod. leaning. on.
their arms, the combatants awaited they kuew notwhiat. Mature alto was ¢alm.
Not a breeze stirred the leaves, or'vafled the waters, The wounded, apparently,.
suppresaed their groans with a strong effort. The snioke had liwrbed leaving the.
quiet air xmpregnnted with &' imlpburous wmaells - Cote

‘Buddenly the stilthess wad broken'by an awful dix. > Tnseen enem:es ahpnted
their battle-cries, anda rattlmg volley poared:like & storm upon those.who were

- busily engaged " destmymg eath other a fow seconds bet‘ore. Hn.rper saw twa

or threg drop’ dead, and othérs recéive wounds, .. - . PR
# Each man to a tree I” shouted Lorrimer. oy
“Yes, every man to & tree I” cried the leaders of the: respectwe parhes. e
“ A.nd don’t yleld an fnéhi w]n!e you‘have atrength to loa& anﬂ ﬁre " aﬁded
Noon. it o
“ Whoop! death to tixe ‘foes of s w]ﬂbe mea” s.nd the Llpan l" cned Waaq
th.
pa" Be on your guard ﬂgmnst Maiitél ffart and his two ':nllmms,’it aatd Noel to
Maunee, 28 they took tvecs iear each Gther -+ | - b

I

-
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« Theyll b sely bd:get:but of this: businersps soon.as. passibil, oz L, dou's
xiow dothin’ of their nators]” auswered: Larsimer.

# P linveslready heard fiom; fwo:of thems - Seg~!-_heré ang: thely, magks.op.my,

and in my sleeve,” replied Manrice. . . o o o
chielk hem; theiyr rifies crack, and: tried to ged:sight.of 'em, but they»;kgp_p close’: .
onik it was welk-Jor them: that. they.did; for, F; might - haye: doue. 'em. mjgchief,
sontinied Torrimer, - oo e L
A hot conflict ensued:- Whila'tha.]fn@ipp&kaptﬁnnslgu.oqver. of the, trees on
o5 side; & party of Mexidang; grently nxoqeding‘,;tha,whm iny numbers, mounted
upoti titistangs; gaineit corirage to take. possession. of the plateau on the other,
inkending to ¢harge themo and:drive.themn friom: their ,oo.vg!zt.. B _'I!hq;_mompnt,,,h;uw-, :
evey, thioy euthred:the open spacei. the Texans trued their. rifles. towards.them,;,
and each singling out his man, a most dmtmn_txw;ﬁrf; m&themynedaate resulty,
cabhing tho nssailants so: breals: and: retreatiin, confusion. "Wot, whally digheart-
cntik by this faflure; the. officers: cheersd their men: ouee mpre. to, the platean,
uh Now theres: what J.call . fair'chance, for you, boys ¥ Take .good. aim, and
pusl oft “ens sl at-onee,” said Terrinter.. o | i
@ Now, my lbdsis.yonr time. Be.cool-now we-bave ‘eqr--blaze awag.”
‘At the'sspond firé thi Mexicans fled-in utter dismay; for, evety-other saddle,

was emptied, and the mustangs that bore them went riderless away. - They at-

sbepted to. rally aguin, bt the man. were dishesrtehed,, aad..the. officery. could

it foros thets it the-platean:for the third. thwo ; and: indeed it i doubbul

wiiether they strove very: haed fo:dp s0..

They learned, to their cost, thalt mnstaugs in snch 8 Jocality were: of Tittle uge,
‘withidrew ottt of réachy of Fexan riffes.. - T
a‘wl-:'ged no longer by the Mexican horse, they now turned their atfention ex:
cliiétvily £ thei: red snemics; who, dontintad, to: sttack them. with great fary.

. A i roed to: yield,and: pow gave
Before their porssvering. asjaulta theTexans mare Toroed to-yield,and now gave
bicks; #tep By step; using:their weapons with effeot whepever oppartanity offored.

" fPié Gpmaticlres seldony showed: auy, park of, theiv bodies, but, when they did, .
ewen if. it wera the smallest parti of them,, thay were. sure fo receive & wound-

which was ganetally mortal.:

- #his wont do 17 oried Lorrimer,: wben.heﬂ.ﬂlﬁ!réth%.t {they were. loging ground.

' Wi ust-d¥ive 'em, or'Shere.wonilrbe;one of ug:left fo tell the story.”

«&1¢ e oan fore:them: from thehr covert into the. open prairie i their rear.

e shl b viotokious, if. I know, snything,of Indian warfare,”- fﬂt‘?‘}fﬁi,ﬁffﬁ?? ‘
«You're right, young man ; 8o lev'spnsh:"em hard,? replied; Lorrimer.,* This

way—this way I” '. . - Y
%Vhiié‘ Yy were pressing gallanily upon the savages, Meurice beheld Noel
Hoor fidrosly attacled by two.pawersil, Tndisos.. Our,hero wouk's have speed-

ity rushed to the assistance of his friend, had he not at that moment been hime.

. g naohilod By'a slilef:#hoes volos hadioften: been heard in:battle, ehepring hia
} fors 1o the work of destruction. ‘ .
“mom: veryt musoula¥ sud active, ;hut. bis, red, foeman, was_ lithe. and

strong, and hecould not casily diapose.of him.. While styiving to throw him to.

»

* regret.
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‘the groaud in'order’ to' despateh i, Yie pércetvod thit Woon was tit Toefag his
‘strength, wnd eodld not much Toniger ‘contond With ‘two shdk ‘athidtle iiemton,
“Coroentrating all his poweis, ke edst the Tallian 'fréi it with Sich Turce (4t
‘He fell'at th fost of & 'tite, stéiking its head heavily ugditet e gobitled Foots,
Wittiout ‘stopplg ‘to give hiin the coup de grace, Mativice spravis tb tho déds-
“tance of liis friend, nor ‘reackiod ‘hfin- anistant tob doon, Tor Ke Kad alsesdy
sunk to his knee and. a hatchet was upraised to give the ‘fatal blow, Harper
. caughit'thie upliftel drth with 'lis left tiand, and dealt/ttié saviye’s Blow between
the eyes'with g Fight fist'thit knodked blin fowh. “Wienching the'tomuhawk
Trom the Tdogeried jrfnép of tho'fdlldn'foe, Matitice sk '{ts ‘brighit'edige irito hs

- head, wind 4hs stoilt Tinbs Iytiig still tnd difless, t61d ‘oW essily the sotil of the

hiadt prased. . S . o
Noon sank exhaysted to the earth, and Malitiee renewed the conflict over hip

-~ body with the ‘sutviving ‘Cumauthe.” "Unfortinalely While thus ‘chgagied, the

savage who had first assaulted him, recovered his sense and his feet, and caie th
the gssistance’of ‘the other, so that Matirice Tl ‘two eiiemies 'to'¢cdnteénd ‘with,
‘and Nooi utidble to nasist hir, * I e
Our hero was now in fearful peril, for the attacks of his autagonists Wete furi-
ous and well directdd, At the critiedl morhent when his fate appesred on the
eve-of belnj dgeided, Hotst, who lidd Lieen léft at the catmip.of aoconiit of have
ing béén alightly woiinded by'a ‘bick, came boundiiig to ‘the ‘scerie and with &

" loud yell of ‘tage, leaped ut the thiroat of the foremost savagé and dragged him .

to the geotid, while in the et of striking Wit his toinahawk.

Encouraged by this unlooked for and providential assiitance, Muuric seized
his rénshining opgonért around hie body, and lifting him up cast him £6' the carth,
falling with alt his weight ugon his eliest, driving thé biéath from Tis lings, and
for & moment paralysing all bis focultied. = - ‘ ‘

Masurice glanced about for a weapon, and seeing hl]l'liﬁn‘g-‘khffe ‘Hear hir,

sheathed it inthe breast of the Camanche, <
Menntime, Honest had been straggling with the other, both rolling about

among the dry leaves and exerting all theirstrength. For a time Maarice stood

watching them, unablé to assist his faithful canine friend, so rapid were the evo-
Intions of the combatants. .Soon the Indian ceased to writhe and roll ; hislimba
Btraightetiod out, diivered an instant, and theii reinained quiet. ,

Harper turned his hesd from the speetacle with a ‘shudder, and a sigh of

- o - v . .
CHAPTER VIL
N A-ofr,ix'ini‘i; n':b B ﬁ?l(:i:q;ﬁ,'u;"s' UNPORPULAR.
It was quiet evening hour. The fight had ended. The foe-had beeh repulaed,
and the survivors were vesting aftér’the fatigids «of the contest. Harper Wwoa
tlone, not far from the place where the new company was to rendezvous.

-

}
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; The dpy just ended, bad farnished his first experience in warfare, and he pato-
rally dwelt, on the seenes through whioh he had passed. He hed shed blood, aad
"his better thoughts mstmctwelyshmnk from the memory of. whp,t he had done.
He had fought in "elf defence, but.even that reflection failed to. make him feel
,qmte at eage, Some internal monitor seemed to - tell him that it was wrong to
tnke hfa under any clrcumstanc&s, a.lthough the whole civilized world wonld,;ust:-
fy hnn in domg 28 he had.
He was ahsorbed in medxtaﬁnns uf lus np.ture when the restless movements of
Honest adwaed hmil that, somie person was approachmg. Lookmg between the
_ mbervemng trees, Maaurice beheld an mdmdun.l of erect carriage and assured
bearlug. dehbera.tely advancmg' Honest walked towards the intruder, growling,

‘but he spoke to him in & conciliating tone, and the amma.l eyemg' kim sharply, -

made no farther hostile demonstrations.
b Your dog ia trying to read my cha.ra.cter, I percewe, s:r,”remarked the atram
ger. .
L4 ,And 1 believe he has snccee&ed before this txme,” replied Maunce .
" 4 Wonderful instinets have dogs. I some times wish I was a dog myself,” re-
furned the other. .
(KA smgular fancy, truly,” observed o hero, mth a smile,

"o T will tell you why 1 Lisve had such a strange whim. . It is because dogs ave
l.apnble of acting dxsmterestedly. ‘They can foel a fl‘le[lﬂshlp which death only
can exr.mgulsh  They ate faithfu] creatures—they do their best, and those that
o their best, ma.n or beast, do their duty, and all that can be ::eqmred of them.”

“ There i5 reason in that.”

4 8o thera ia in your dog. ! ust Iook at hls lu.rge eyes are they not half
human in théir expression? “He's worth a king's ransom 1

i« More than that, to me,” said Maurice,

% By the way, I hiave heard ramors of 'a fight.” ’

“ Thero has been one ; yes, two, for that mntter."

“ And——"

. “The Texan rifles have been vmtonous "

«T gm glad to hea.r it. You perhaps saw something of the fmy. How was
e

Harper stated what has been descnbed ‘to which® ‘vecital the stranger Tist-

ened with deed inferest.

“ 8o you have been erigaged for the first time, What do you think of it ?”

“1 reo-réﬂ the necessity that compels men to slay each other, be they red or
white,” peturned Maurice. ’

* A proper feeling ; but stern necesslty compels us to fight, at the present
crisis. X have heard that the hunters up in'this region were raising a band of
brave lads to oppose thy march of ‘the myrmidons of the Dictator of Mexico 7"

True again. Fair lips have name&' them ; they" sre to be called ‘The
Hunters of the Border.'” . . -

CHA smopthly goin title, really ; :t ammds femunue, and I hopa tha hoys who

‘i to lead this redoubtable band 2"

Jeader. Veterans ute needed, no doubt, to fill responsible offices,”
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bear it will not dishoner themselves by an act of eruelty or cowardice. Who
* « Your humble servant has been’ tb]ked of * rephed Maurice, color:pg ;¥ blt
T think I shalt declive in favor of one older, and more experienced”. i~ .
« Yea, experience and courage are two requisites to be combined in a xmhta-ry
«T intend to win my positmu, before T accept any place -of trust, be. it hlgll
or low,” returned Maurice, goriewhat prondly.
+ Quite right. I respect the feeling that prompts you to take such a eou.rsa."
« May I ask who you are?” inquired Maurice, now turnmo* fuﬂ upon tho
stranger, axd regarding him stéadily. ‘
~ « Tt's an honest question, and deftly put Tam called Dorville”
«Dorvills ; I don’t remeniber to have hdard it; but I. daresay it's & very
good name. You carry & rifle, and appeat* tor be rlgn'ed cag:—a—pte in hunter’s
arb.” -
g “Which, being interpreted, iy eqmva]ent to askmg ‘what my busmeas is ? You
have guessed it; I'ama hunter. Come; lead the way to your camp. I showld
like to see some of your fellows.”
- «'You are a true man, I suppose b . ‘
«That remains to be proved, There ean be but two ways about 1t‘.——-1 am,
I am not ; let time show. You carry a rifle, also, and are dressed in the atyb
of the ba.ckwoodsmn.n i o,
“ILam what you see.” '
« Not a native of this part of the oountry ™.
" «T am not.”

", w«¥rom Virginia, perbaps ?"

* Maurice paused, colored slightly, and looked at the stranger before replying.
« Yes, Mr. quvﬂle I am from the State you have mentioned.”

i Perhaps your name is Harper 2"
# That's what I answer to. I shall begin to auspect tha.t you are a con_]urer,

_goon,”

« News always fiics rap1dly, eapemally bad news. I am somewhat ublqmtous.
Mr. Harper.” .

% And gmbiguous, too, I ghould say.“

- PO%lbly "

I cannot say that T understand you.”

«'Well, I am in the habit of travelling through this portlon of country, a.ml -
kear pretty much all that transpires ; 90 your name is not unknown to me,”

# Not discreditably known, I hope?”

“You probably best koow whethér you deserve to be kuown fa.vorably or
otherwise,” replied Dorville, somewhat drily. :

« T certainly do, and pardon me if I choose to consider 1I; a mntter relatmg ox--
slasively to mysell.”
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#Do.yeu kaow Bathburn?” asked ng;lle, &brnpﬂ;, ot length.
# But elightly ; I haye et him gnlg @ fow time, ;"
.# And bis danglbers?? . . ,
T have seen.them.” -
- # And-so have I, and. they interest ,me mee@mgl; »
4 Indeed 1"
# Yes, L assure you, - 1 Jove to, he BEAr. t.ham, I kpogr not why. There is mu-
sie.to:me in the tones of their oices”
« Have you any preference for either of the: t,wo i a@ked Maunce, frowning
and casting a restlom logk st Darville.

o snoryilla nmde no t:ep!y, 4nd the parties wolked, s!o,wl,y towards the encamp- .

4T confess I have. Tris pleasos me best. T a.m 1qst1nctxve1y drawn towards -

har ; yet I.have seenher but & few times .
. 4T suppose yon are old enough to fall in love "
. #.0ld enough? Ve ; I'm past forty. My young days have gone, and yet 1
Feal young svhen I:Jisten to fhe mygiepl. vaice of Iris' Rathburs,” '
Our hero, who had at first been considerably - impressed in favor of the sttag-

ger, soon began to feel differently towards him. Miss Rathbnrn was nothmg to,

him, it was true, hnt he did not like to hear hiin spesk of her i m such a i‘aqnhur
!wag, or manifest such a: decided prefel.‘euce for ber.

# Perhaps you bad better speak to the young lady's father,” he a.dded thh
quict sarcasm.

# That might do for yo, young man, hut T prefer to address myself 1o the
- lady herself.”

Harper felt that his faco wasin a glow, and forg moment he fequtly mshed -

that the assured apd arbang: Doryille was in some dlsj.aut 10ca11ty Stil] the
stranger interegted: him.. {L'here was somethqg :}bont him that was pleamng,
notmthata.ndlng his preeumptzdn, for presumption onr hiero, esteemed his Gonver-

But there was another thmg o be considered ; would not this pleagmg some-
‘thing about the man Dorville be.likely also o atiract the attention of the fair

maiden in question?  Certainly ! nothmg more probable, The girl saw bnt ht

tle society, and the appearance of sach a person gs Dorville wonld obviously

produce an effect on her youthful imagination. Indeed, such a result might rea-

sonebly be looked for ; and perbaps he had already dazzled her gn'hgh fancy.
Wha.t if be had 7 Had he any claims on Migs Ratbburn? No. . Had he ever
made s single effort 4o win her- affoctions? ¥e had not, Why then ﬂnjl he feel
nncomfortable ? 'Waz he jealous ?

¢ Gar herd would'not cdnfess to himself thst he was; buf qtlxers are ab liberty
to form » different jadgement.

=" e patties teadhed the: aueampment. Tk ms 8 gpot near the rmer, on a8

[
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open plece of bottom land: Several small ‘huts or camps'kad -been erected for
the accommodation of those who were willing to unite to meet the cowrmon én-
emy. Py the joint efforts of Noel Noon, Lorriner, Harper; and others, quite a
number had already gathered, “Those that had horsés had vidden them-to the
encampment, and such as kad none managed to purchase -them. -Sevoral- -per-
sons whohad formerly belonged to the Moderators and Reguletors; had joined
thm little band, and were now ready to-be led against the foreo of Banta Anna.

A leader had not yet been selected. Harper had been tallted of to fill this
eifice, principally through the instrumentality of Noon -and Lorrimer, But the
young man wag a stranger to most of them, and ‘it seemed, also, that reperts not

- very favorable to the character ‘of Manrice had by some mheans, and throwgh

gome channel, reached the ears of the men—Noon araong the number, 53 has
beer noticed in another place.

When Harper pod Dorville appeared the recml.ts were gathered'in groups it
various gpots, conversing upon this subject: ‘There was mudh talkmg, geaticn-
lation, and grave shnkma‘ of heads in relation fo the matter. Woel Noon stood
a Titt]e alool, regarding the proceeedmgs with o serious and troubled expresmion.
Lorrimer apprdached him, having the same uneasy look.

% Thy're goin’ to vote,” he sald gloomlly “ How with'it go, think -you‘?”

“ Agin him.” ) '

. %I think go, Lorrlmer, a.nd—and Tm gorry. He's afine nppeamn’ lad, and
would make a goad officer.”

#Yes, but the men have been influenced. They want to know if you'll stand
18 a candidate ?”

“No, I conldn't,” said Noon, thoughtfuliy “ I’ve promlsed 4hat young man
my friendship, and I can’t think of goin’ agin him.”

« Better have you than a worse man, friend Noon® -

“ I can't do if, and you may tell 'em s0. If they'll choose him the ﬂrst offi-
oer, I wont greatly object to bein’ second. -But I wont do nothin’ different. He
may | bc to blame, but T'li gtick to him; that's my netur, and ¥ can't get overit.”

4 Tth & true, manly, sort of senterment I know, but then Manuel Hm't aint
the man to lead me agin® the Mexicans.”

L. Manuel Hart i echaimed Noon, with a gtart,

“ That’s the name thq.t’ll be afore *em, if you dedline. - :

"« Lorrimer, you're the' oldest—you're the man’ as cah best Jead us to battle,
11 qpeak of it, and you mustn’t, on no accomnt, say nothin” agin it.”

“1 can fight well, perbaps, Noel Noon, but I can’t do mueh in militery way,
T'm afeared. I know my own-daty, bat T don't know that of other folls.?

4 That's what we. wgut—eg:ample, and not'talk, -If you ride up to the enemy

boidly, gtha:s will ride after and imitate you. “So sayno more.”
- % Buf Pd rather foller you or the young man, Harper.”

* & Ah, there he comes! T'H go- and'spenk ‘o hiny shout this onp!easant matter
and kind of prepare him for the disappointment,” eaid Noon.
+« Brealk it to him kind of gentle like,” added Lorrimer.
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. Noel advanced to meet, Harper, who was already coming towa.rds hxm with
‘ Dorvnlle. ‘

“« How do  you do, Noel Noon 2" said the Intter. .

4 We've met afore, I beheve.” retarned the hunter, scanning hiin closely

“Yes, several times ;- but my memory is better than yours, it seems,”
- * Now I remember ; your name 8 Dorville. Glad to see you among us; that
is, 1f you come with the right kind of feelins.” .

#“ We shall ses, Noop, we shall see why and for what 1 come, all in good

- Perhaps yon want to speak with Mr. Harper 2 ‘

L Yes, I have got & “few words to say to him, This way, ‘iriend Harper, if
you pleage. . .The fact is,” he continned, faking the arm of Manrice, %affairs are
taking a strange turn agjn’ you. .- There seems to be some secret undercarrent
at work, carryin® you dowq stream, so to speak as twere.”

¢ «I know it—1 feel it, friend Noon,” said our hero, ea.rnestly
. “ They're throwin’ you overboard, I'm nt‘eare& I thought I'd warn you of it,
80 you needn't feel too much disappojuted when you come to hear on’t.”

“ My good Noet, I shan’t be much disappointed, for I've already made up my
mind to give up all thoughty of being a leader, at present, T mean to win my

place, before I am elevated to any post of trust .and honor. You must be pur

captain.” - '
- “Me! rude Noel Noon ! No! I'm firm on that pint. If you ‘was to be

first, I'd be second with pride and pleasure, but on no other condmons S

“ This sacrifice you are making for me. Pray don't; change your mind. I
want no better, bolder, truer leader than yourself.”

“1'm jest-like 3 rock, Maurice Harper;-it's of no use for you to keep bam-
merin’ at me, expectin’ to change my mind, for-it can’t be done.”

“ Brave Noel {” exciaimed Harper, ¢ and then relapsed into silence. At theex-
piration of a few seconds he roysed hlmself and asked :

“ Do you knoow .the resson of this sudden change of sentiment amongthe -

men ¥ . 5 &

# T couldn't say as I n aItovether 1gnomnt of :t. It's some kind of rumeor or
another-that's got afloat.” >

#I should like to know what it is,” returned Maurice, earnestly

# Perhaps you'll know some day or other,” rejoined. Nosl, hemtatmgly

1 see one yonder who logks like Manuel Hart,” said the young man qmte
abruptly. )

¢ He's amrng us, and I m sorry for it, for he 1 never be a good friend of yomurs,

s He wonk fight, Noel ; there's no, ' true courage in him.”

« Thiat's my opinion ;, but be can make mlsc]nef ”

« Well, let things take theu' course ; be assured that I have’ nothmg bo fear.
- The rule of aternal recmude w1ll prevall. The guilty, the false, the cOwardly

.bave reagon, Yo anticipate defeat and ultimate, disgrace ; not the honest the
trathful, Abe just.” Co . .

"+ Just wn.”
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© 1 have observed that thers isa discordant element at work—that .an mﬂu~
ence hostile o myself is rile among those with whom I had hoped o associnte
on the best of terms—as brothers in arms. If Manuel Hart slanders my nome
if ho places & falze mark of calumny upon me, let him look well to it, for I
will teack him outand punish his basepesss. I could even now justly accuse
him of a serious orime—that of attempting my life, o8 be did through the instre-
micatality of Meitiah Moss. Bug, as you know, I have been silent on that sab-
jeet, choosing to bide my time, gnd permit bim to lay his echemes, and go un-
whipt a little longer. Belleve me, I am watching yonder backwoodsman, and
the time approaches when I will unmask him, His audacity in appearing here
in my sight, and among persons collected partly through my influence, is aston-
ishing.” .

«T wonder at it mysell'; but see, they are voting.” o

T care but little how this affair turns, eo far a3 the desire to be aleader is
concerned ; buf I should not like to be defeated by unfair and underhand
meane.”

+ Here comes Lorrimer a.nd Dorvﬁle, Now we'll learn how it's goin'”

% Who is this Dorville "’

4 That's what I should really like to know myself.”

#Then you have no knowledge of his character, residence, or pursuits?”

- #T couldn; gay that I have; I've met him, and that's all. Here they are.

How goes the battle?”

#They'll come themselves and tell us. I've no heart to talk about it
- % Then it’s gone against ourlw,lshes ™ ‘ !

- Yey" gaid Dorville, * T prestime it hag, in gome’ respects, although you will
{onbtless be pleased to hear that our felend Lorelmer is to be your captain.”

"4 That pleases us,” said Harper, with a smile,

“ Wio is second in‘command ?” inquired Noon,- anxmusly

«“ Manuel Hart,"rejoined bornl]e, fixing hlS oyes steadily uponr Manrice,

% That's bad—bed enough! I wonder who had the chief agency in his eloo-
tion 27 . - : .o e I

“ Rathburn.” .

" Rathbum I'" exclaimed Harper, blushing to the temples, - ‘

. «]'lie game—1he youny ladys father whom we reeently talked: of ¥ returned

Dorville, calmly.

Noel and Maurice looked at each other, and both appeared ¢c ufused. .

“ There's something wrong here, and T balf wish that ¢ The Hunters of the
Border, had never been raiged by our ageney.”*-

“ Do uot: entertain such feelings on my account, but thmk onlyof the high ob-
)eet,whxch we have in view—the rescue of this. uuhappy and d:stmcted couutry
A#ronn Mexiean thrall” e
. A worthy sentlmenl: certainly. I appland ; yom' motlvaa,” resumed Dorwlle

“ I trust none of ue have anyselfish incantives to seek the fleld. .~ Atleast, I
.ean speak for my two friends here,” replied Harper. N .
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Nael heve intimeted fo Maurieo thst‘be should like t;qhnve more: GQDWI‘BNIOI
mthrhm,tuﬂv w mvarm they walked away. - S .

1

|

| CHAPTER VIIL

.| THE ADYENTURES OF F8F NIGHT

# T agve heoy thmkmg,” Sa]d Noon “ thdt it wont’ be quite safe down at Reﬁh

burn’s to-night.”
« Precisely my own fodlings,” rejoined Harpor,

* Perhape a few of usought to go down and rkeep guard there Sinall esquadu

of Mexicans or ‘Cammanches ey bé lurkin’ about the vieinity, who wont nnnd
doin’ afittle milachief #f they ean gét a chimée.”

'“ We bad better speak to Lbriimer about it, - hna then 'steal B.Way fo the
Ranche without attracting observation.” -

« Apd T will telk Him, if he heats ue ﬁre, tto comig to our a.ssmtance Immedmte-, '

1y, with a-dérén men or more”
“ That will do well. Go and arrangu it with the capta.in, end I will await
your retarn.”

Noel having attended o thiis pret of the busipess, our two friands dmedtedlr

their ateps towards' the Ranche, to kesp unseen vigils over the miaidens, in
" whom both felt o Aeeper interest than they were willing to acknowledge. k
o We'll take different atntlons," said Harper, * Myself and Honest will post
eurselves yonder on the most exposed gide, and yon, if 5o’ disposed, aan be on
the alert here, or anywhere else that your good judgment may dlctate.” -

Maurice‘took o position wmong soma black -oak and ash trees, & fow yards
from thet-gide of the corral towards the river, ~Signifying to Honest ia & mari-
fier perfectiy comprehenmble to him, that he was expected {o e silont wnd
watchfél - var: young soldier leaned musingly wpon his r:ﬁe, a’nd wutdm‘d 'lhe
Aights dabcing by the window within the dwitling.

It is more than probable that he wished that ke wmight see the grﬂeehi ﬁgara

Ten Map. o ™E Ravoss. iy

o, Inis ﬂit;past tha tmnsparent panes; oristand. & moment- behing . them .with '

view of looking out upon the-surrennding seedery. - Manrice flt' sad, - Ay prov-
sepdiment of evil harrasued him, The.fact that: there -had beery such A sndden
revolution in the sentiments of The Hunters of the Border, sarprised and paimed-
bim: , 8o faras.bis; honer. wes concerned; he! was exceedingly- sedsitive.. He
was anxious to sustain & good name every where, and uader all circimstances:
Altlongh he had reselved to decline Jeading the new compsany, as-e-.chptain, ke
wag notwithstanding extremely moztified and wounded in tjs»feehngs, on necowss -
of his,ignominious and, unaccenntahle. rejection;..

FleJmew that Irig Rathburm would bear of his: disgrace,and the :dewaﬁ'e(tédr
himymore unpledssntly than heibad supposed:i¢ . possible, He lmrdly knew: the
mpaning of it, bt thua it was,and he hed ot the. philosophy te think . what
might; bo the effoot: upon - her; without. painfal emotions.: For some reason he.
desired to stand well in the estimation of the maiden.

Meditations of thig-character had oceupied the. mind of .our here for-halfan-
Rown, when the restlessnéss; of Honest: induced: him: to:suspeet: that-some: wns.
was.meir.  Fellowing the direction: of: the: dog's esimest. Iools; Harper -adon -
perceived & figure emerging. from the. tvzees, & ahori distance: below- hxm, arid:ap- -
proagly. tha Ranehe withawbnoiss..

With feelings not of the most pleasant: desemphon; the: young masn:ree.ognmd
Maguel Hart. . It appeared also. that his canine companion made the sathe dis-
eovery, for it was with much difficalty that he could keep lnm quiet ; he wished
to-spriag;upon the intrudet.

Hart advanced to the window. whare: the- llgitbhadx been ‘reflected. most: ptk
pably. He paused, listened intently,-and then-tapped-gently upon the sash: There
s no responge and ke repeated. tMe operation... Presentiya- female} ferm appea.
ted, and the window was:cautionsly raised. - Jittle,

Harper stoad so still. that-he:.conld hear hie.ovn hesrt heahﬂg wlth nhoaéh
¢al vehemence. He was thmkmgr that - maidens.did-not:have - young, gallants tap-.
ping.at. their windows without previcus. agreement. He bent - forward:td.citch
tive, tores of: her woice, if 'sho-shonld epeals. = She spoke,but.so lov thitike douid
ot nnderstund what she said. | Hart replied in the lﬁmrkey,; and u«hmled reon-.

. vermation wag carried om:

Then Muutice caught a fow words, He heard Manuel say something.iti relae
tion to a ¢ defeat,” and had no doubt. that:he aliadedtw hiscown: m;ewon bytle
borderers. Immediately ho added + N

'« All are convinced of it. The proofs are pomf.lve nndrcan!t bedoﬂbf.ed; ne
howi; . Your father's down herd on-him” - - :

Some exclamation of smrprise escaped the lipy oﬁs Iﬁs;;qudrﬂarﬁ mmedv

“ There con't be no mistake. He's attempted the same thing herd twics,to
my cerinin-knowledge. Helll. hawer to: leave: thaw.osméry;; caw't- herimted;*md
Rethburn agrees withme sbaut.it.” . Ty '

« Ty the danger. past; fop.the prosent, de yeu thipk 27 mqnited Ins. eamesﬁ)!a

«Tigin thet.querten, . W :whipped ‘6m- thoroughly: Bome folks raa nmy
though, on the first fire.”
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# Sueh fights are dreadful to think of | Why do - the Moderators !md Regnis-
tors assirme steh &' hostile attitnde towardseach other ¥ -~ i1

« Becanse the Regulators tised to be regulazed and the M&derators mean to do

it. It can't be helped” . L

4 When will the hunters of the Border march down the Brazos?" adde:l the '-

maiden:’ - P

“ Right away, -0ld Lommer——not & ﬁt person for 3 ‘captain, bya great deal

—i#‘bent ont goin” uiter the Mexicans ; but it seems to me there's fghtin” en-
<ough nearer home to keep us all busy. For instance, in conferdence atween you
and T, the country otight to be cleared of the Regulators and this foatin® popus
lation comiin’ in frotn other States to'escape their desarts. But [ must be goin*

Be careful of yourself, kéep clear of strangers, and remember there’s worse ene-
mies nor Camanches and Mexxcans, without goin' & long &Lstance to find -

either.”
Other'remarks followed which did not resch Harper's ears, and then Hnrt gli-

ded away as he came. - What Matirice had heard did not’ inerease his happiness,

having & pretty well-founded suspicion that it, in some way; had relation to

himgelf. He waited until ten or-fifteen minutes had elapsed after Hart's depar- .
tare, and then he proceeded to the window which had been'the ‘séona of the re-

cont imterview. He was nob quite'so assured end bold, however, a5 his prede-

cessor hod appeamd but nevertheleas he tapped upon the sash in the same -

MeAEY.

There was a momenta,ry pause, then be heard a light step Wlthm. The win-
dow was not raised, but & voice inquired who wes there ? \ '

“ Mauriee Harper,” returned the yousg man. ;

Iris reeoiled & step; and was' obviously surpt?se& end dlsconcerted o

“T have not come to harma yon,” said Matrice, calmly, - :

Irig hastily raised the window, se if ashamed' of her embarmment and dis-
trast, if indeed sho had felt anything of the latter.

46 Thmkmg that you might: very naturally experience feelmgs of unenéiness,

knowing tht enemies are in the vmmity, my friend,Noel Noon is keeping wateli '
near the Ranche, in order to s¢oure’your safety., I thought ‘this information -
might make you happler, and secure yonr rest tbmugh the night,” said Maurice,

respectfolly.
Itia colored. * Is he alone ?” she mqmrad.
“ No; 8 yonng man is with lnm, replied Maurice.
« May I ask his name ?”

“ Really, I do not happen to recall i, ‘at this moment, but you w1II certam]y N

be warned, if danger approaches.”

# I thank you, Mr. Harper.” o

« No thagks to-me, Miss Rathburn. Noel Noon alone deserves them.”

Iris. Rathbwen looked earnestly at Maurice, but his' face did not express any
pecaliar emotions ; it waa placid and even cold fnits expresé:on. :

3o Baptiste Lammer ig your mphm ™ gaid Tris, as if tc pro‘ong the corr
versation.
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4 Yes, Mlss Rathbarn ; T was: rejected as a candidate, almost upanimously.”

Again the maiden scunned the features of Maurice. She wondered to heaz
hint talle of the -matter so quietly, and with-the manifestation of so little: -
appointment. * She had ﬂmught ‘hat be would probably speak of It wnth ocm-_ .
eiderable- bitterness, - |

* Captain Lorrimer will make an excellent oficer. I shall gladly follow hlm
to the field, to battle, and through dangcr," he resnmed. ‘ o

-4 And how are yom pleesed with your second oﬁ'icer?” asked the young la.dy,
with an effort.

« Excuse me,-Miss Rathburn ; do not press me to express my opmmn. I pre-
fer to think of the gallant name you have glven us—The Huntérs of the Bor-
det.” P

“ You owe that to my sister Ramoua—-—not to me” . -

“Iwill owe it to both, if you please.” :

“As you will. . May you all display courage a.ud ﬁdehty 1in the dlscharge of
duty "

“1T shall prize those qualities more since you admu'e them. retumed Maur:ee, ]
with more warmth.

“ Express my obligation to Mr. N oon and the young man with him, whgee
name you do not ha.ppen to recall,” said Miss Rathburn, thh ‘Bome trepidation.

‘Mauricé: bowed.- .

- Tt ig singnlar that father bas not retumed before this hme,” added Iris, .

"« He has been busy with the men, I ‘believe, since the battle,” returned tL-e
young man. Do - : o

‘4 In relation to the choxca of Ieaders 2.

« I think so,’ although I have tak%a s0 httle interest in the matter,thnt I can-
not be confident en that point.”

#'Whaa he infavor of those who were chosen?" .

“ Really I am not quahﬁeti to say, but perhaps Mr. Hart will be ab;e to glve
you definite information,” rejoined Maurice, in tones that appeared to Miss Raith-
burn £o be slightly sarcastio. She had entertained an uneasy suspicien  that
Mauriea had been & witness to the interview between herself and Manuel Hart,
and his-last answer eonfirmed it, She was too much disconcerted to meke an -
immediate reply, and her face and neck were suffused with a crimson glow. .

Maurice instinctively fathomed her thourrhts, bat made po efforts to remove
her suspicions, or exculpate himsslf from the charge of being an inquisitive, delib-

-erate listener to matters that did not require the presence of a third person.

1 think I understand the meaning of your last, remark. . 'What has teans
pired, T could not prevent ; and,” she added, in a Iower voiee, “am I not mis
tress of my own actions?”

% You have diacretion enough to be, certamly, Miss Rn.thbnrn. 1 hope 3 mmd
like yours will never be-forced to act otherise than voluntarily.”

# I gee how T am misconstrued, Mr. Harper but, pardon me, I do not—do

t choose 1o be watched in an unkmdly mgooer.” v
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* Watched?” repeatéd Habper, in a deprecating: tone,
Frin s now-weepiily, and codhd ot answer, -

PR giveyou pléadtive to consider e a3 & prymg eu'readroppeh expctln’ .

oncing sutisfastion im lurking avound: peagefal -dwellings for'the' purpose of wit
nessing stolen intérviews between youthful maidena nnd their lovers?™ sisked-
Manrice; in & volee: geirtly raprosehfuls

 No more, Mr., Harpeti -} had- expecm sometﬁlng drﬁ'ereut fram‘ you,
rettried-Iris, with. dignity: ©

« Do we part with unkindiy feehngs?"

w«Good wlght, ‘M Harpes?”

+ Fardivell’ Mizy Hathblivs; ” snid’- Maurics, moumﬁﬂiy,

* While Iris was slowly cloaing the window, Honest placed hislarge paws upon’
b‘he aill, and lieked ber hand Herif tivgolivit her-atféntion: -She'saw his intelligent
eyes beaming kindly upon her, and instatly. the service He hed réndered hér-a
fow duyy proviously was! rééalled, and wpang of réprosch shbt througl her rhind,

accwging her of ingratitude and severity. She stooped until her dark curls rest-

od" wpot g hond; thiinked him:ihwiitapors, and: careséed him-with: her stft hand

She felt that she had perhaps wronged his master, and she refolved-not-to -be-

; uﬂgrﬁﬁful 46 thebruts,  Sherhud about hiek neck & wide and’ Handsome' ribbon,
seviwed By drambll nead pi ; - eafukteniig! thls, she at ohee transforred” it to- the
neck of Honest, who remained perfectly quiet until the operatiod wus’ camp!eﬂad
then exprestiny his saticlotion by mutiony of bisishagey fail; dnd:the: eloquéhée
of hig'eyes, Iaped Away dfter his mastérs e
Miss Rathburn shut the window, and sitting down near it; wept profusely.
Harper walled gome considerable distantis bafore: stopping, not wishingri! s

to Kitow thut' he intended remiutithy i the vicinity: ~ He seatsd himseff on the

bank of the river, and by some mental algebra, arrived at 'the concluston that he
was unhappy. If any person bad asked hind why he wus 56, it would have beth
exceelingly difiealt for hin 4o hive minde thie mistter perfocly Ineid. - And’ yét
thers hie'was riisstable énbdgh for to:  Fud hé Yecw secused of belng in' love
he would hitive denfed tid elarse promptly ned with much spiri€)i© 86 he wét%hu
od the turbid- waterd of thi Buiuzow; thinking How mitich fijustibe Mibs' Rathbsi:

had: dene-his, By intinintiny fhit (he Had' exercised unﬁm.rli? cuftostty; of - wig

there fob sny tlier prpode’ it gaod o

Hitrest Taid his: eold dode aghinst by mikstér’s chedk, and ‘tiied: to- attrast  bis .
notics; bt it wislofig bifote e coald “eHelt sy thiol of attentiva; - AXTeGtHE
ribbomipod his neck caugw hid'eye; and' neemmined ithwithis mﬂbhrm‘riosity a6l

not & mﬁem‘rp‘rlsb. ‘
u K, vy gbod friend] whéty dfd‘you get- ﬂﬁs protty sotivent "
Honest did not epeak_vocally, but he looked towards the Rendhie)
» fnd ‘sheghve you'tHiv'P" Hé'saldl’ musingly::

« She has bestowed npbtl you greatey iiavke of fricbdellip than she hﬁddéignéd s

1o Honbr me with ' hé adifed, still 'eXaiitiing tﬁe*nbhbn ‘wipion which he Hsd dis
covered the initials of the fair doﬁoﬂ‘ Hade:
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Xt lowlas rathet vt of plave on your large neck, nevértheless T will not rob .

‘ywaiofit, Wear it and weleore; Honest, end show the pérson who ﬁ!:tempﬁ to
take it away the quality of your teeth.”

‘Hinrper arcse-and went. back to s former'sﬁtion. Herenthed it justin fime
to see Dorville reconnoitering the preiiises, ‘This wagandthér new, and toMi-
‘ties; unpleasant -developement.  “What -possible inotive hod that individoal for
prowling (that was the word be nsed mentn)ly) about the buildingat that hour't
Ho-was reaﬂy at o loas -to- diving the occasion of Dorville’s appearanes- there.

- A itis not wondetfal that suspieion of ks new wequamtanee sheulﬁ swaken
a slight twinge of jenlousy in His mind. :

He restrained his dlsp!eaaure, and remained passzvely at his post, nwmtlng’ﬂm
dengument; whatever it might be. “But nothing ancommon transpired. -After
walking noisclessly abou!: the place for a shert: tlme, ke tumed on hisheel md
‘went away. et

Maurice re]mced at hlS departare, und a.ske& himgelf who ‘wmrld next sppear,

‘ . -and-how many lovers Miss Rethbarn bad? He was destined to keep gmml* an

hour before the first of these questions could ve answered,”

. At the expiration of that period, 8 more startling menifestation ocourred, A
party of six persons, mounted npon horses, rode up to the corral, when one ef
thena"dismounted-and approached the' window- which. had already been the scess
of two interviews. Harper thought be recognized the fgure, but resolved to

‘await the unfolding of the plot.

Yoo, instead of. knocking,/um! tﬁe gash. mthmat that: formahty, aad tkru

" ting i his-head, said ¢

+ « Ava.youliere, gala 1" :
There being no answer to this salumtlon,the mtruder spoke in-a leuder key
“ { gay is anybody i these heve diggingt” .
o Wiho speaks 7 gaid & voice which Hurper mog:md.
« An indervidoval,” returned. the Brst speaker )
* What do you wunt ™
" #7 redkon you're sunf, for.”

" 4 Bywhom,and for what?"

““Your father, I rather alfow, wsmt& yrm« te g'o with- us, 40-80me plnees &r pthet
whar you'llibemertiof -safe” ;
«.And you have coma for s’ adid fris.
#Tt amounts to that exaetly, rmss," addéd the man, clambenng in at the win
dow.
© “¥What is your name; 1 yeu plsase?" - g
“'Well, it don't matter greatly what my name happens to be at thmilim bﬁt

" for tho sake of bein’ accomerdatin®, I fforaa m ﬂm it’sﬁ;fhims—af godﬁ W

of your friend—Manuel Hart” - v
+ Whyode youovins in without iwnta‘hon? Sﬁaytwhém FOU - are—eUe ‘0
wearer—T wish to question gou before I conigider your errand eeriously.” * -
 Better git ready to go. nor lesano time.  Expect that. the Todistiz will “be
down on the Ranche every minit.”
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. 1 gm afraid to go.with this person,” said Ramona, promptly. . :
_.'f So.am I, a.nd I refaze, withount farther queatmn. to Ieare home,” a.dded Iru.
ﬁrm.y [
* There’s six of us all-mounted, with two spare hossoi, and you may depen&'on‘t
m can pertect you, ladies,” resamed Mosg, -

+ % Where do you expect to find a pln.ce of gmater aeconty that this 7" asked
‘ Ra.mona. S
« “YWell, somewhar or- other, I can’t  jest teﬂ wlmr, bat Maouel Hart—-ths.t ia
X meap your {ather, knows all about it, and he'll jine ns:a short way from here.

Here the two girls ev1dently eonsulted togetber in whispers, and then Ins,

£poke-for both . Sl

. “Mr. Moss, if you have come ona good and worﬁhy errand, we thauk you ;

but. we prefer to resoain where we are.” ‘

. « Then we shall be obleeged to carry you by main strenrrth gals, whlch wont
. on all .accounts bo pleasant.” .

. Meltiah Moss coolly steppad to the door, openod it, and cniled to - three of his

assoomhee to come in. -

CHAPTER IX.

o S | OCCURRENCES AT THE RANCHE; -

+"Trp three persons indicated, threw their bridles to their companion‘s, and dis-
meounting passed through the corral to join Meltiah. Harper perceived at a

glance that Fack Wild, or JFack I.a.wlma, as he waa mdlscummately termed, wad |

one of ‘the actoers in the scene.

He now deemed it time to mterfere, in order to pre\rent the contemp]ated ont-
rage upon the personal libertyof the two maidens. As be advanced quickly to-
wards the window, he heard the young ladies’ utter.cries of ulérm, and- with a
bound he gprang through it and stood in the midat of the parties. Honest; who
pever was a laggard in a good canse, followed close at his master's heela.- Con-
siderable astonishment was depicted on the countenances of these four worthies
at the unexpected debut of our bold Virginian.

% Tou're thar, ar ye ?" exclaimed Lawless, with a wicked leer of the eye.

¢ You've come without an umbe, I take it, sorter,*’ sa;d Melﬁah, in his care-
lesg-way. - : :

Graﬂpmg hm double barrel nﬂe ﬁrm]y, Maurice atood erect and sﬂent,
gepding them without qumlmg, deigning no enswer, while Honest sat wa.fchful

hyihlaside. -

il the left of ‘tllleepartlao, aud olq.spmg‘ each other hy the hand stoad Ins and

Ramona, tremblingly awaiting the issue of the rencontre. -, .
« 4. Xoung Jadies,” safd Maurice, ¢ js it-your Wlsh to-go with these men T"
# No, Mo ' eried-both in a-breath.. . N

24 Then yun shall no’," replied the youugvmn.nT

' ~ Tuz Mam OF THE Raveomn, 5b

* Fhat’s pattin® xt rayther strong, I reckon,” added Mosg, s :

“I allow,” sajd Lawless, raising his carbite end leveling it at Honest. « tha.t :
it’s time for that four-footed punther to go.under” = . )

Maurice instantly stepped before. the. dog, am} drew from hla imntmg saek a
six barrel revolving pistol, |

 Fire, and it witl be. the slgnal for your own death " he. smd sternly.

_ Lawless dropped the butt of his. carbine sullenly. to the floor, muttering &

4 Thar agin ; aIIers thar! But the time'll come when I'll see both\of ye kick.
the bucket, and knack under in a .way as'l be oncommon.”

#T callerlate ag this here business musn’t bé Jinterrnpted,” added Meltmh.

“ We've come arter-these gels,” resumed Lawldss, § in a swaggering tove.

“You can't have them,” rejoined Harper, firmly,

 Seein' theres six to one, I'm decided that we can,” gaid Mgss,. .

-« Here are six ba.rre]s not. mentmnmg my-double rifle and Honest; " returned.

Maarice, nnmoved. . ‘

% I've p motion tlm.t we've goh rnore nQr Bix. barrels among. ms, and 1t’s my prr-
vate opinion expressed in this here public manner, that we ghan’t stand and be:
shot one after tother in the, way you talk of,” continued Meltiah,

“ Close up, round the fermernines, my lads I cried Ls.w]esl.

« Keep as near me a3 you, cap,” said Harper, to.the. aﬂ'rlghted girls,

When Manrice had given this direction he fired one barrel of his revolver onta ‘

- of the. window.  Taking advantage of this moyement, Meltish extinguished the

light, Ieavmg the room in total darkness. With a qmck pereeption of his dan-
ger, Maurice instantly changed his position, thereby avoiding & cruahmn- blew
aimed et him by Lawless with the breech of hiz-carbine,

I was now difficult to drscover fmend from fde, bnt, knowmg the exact posmon
of' the maidens, two of the fellows had sprong towards ihem and were now gtri-
ving to drag them to the door.  Maurice sezied one of ruffians. by the coilar, and
struck him upon the head with his revolver, a blow ﬂmt caused him to drop to

“the foor like 2 dead man. .

Honest, meantime, pereciving thst vmleut hands were being | Teid upon Iris,
seized the other rogue and used him so roughly, that he began te think more of
paving his own life than carrying off the females. Two,were now ‘down end
Harper dlsoharged his pistol at random at, Moss and Lawless, who ho.d hitherto
restrained their fire lest they. shonld barm the. gxr]s, oralarm those who might be
in the vicinity, arid thus producea. resene,

In the midst of thiz excitement and eonfusion, Noel Noon burst open the door

and appéared smong the combatants. The door bemg open, sufﬁc;ent Ilght wag

admitted to allow the respective actors in, this seeng to e vrslble ‘Both Law-

Jess and Meltiah now thought it time to attend totherr persouai safety, and dosl-

ed out ol’ the. Wmdow, followeq by. thear commde who had . been Proatra.ted bys.
blow from Maunrice’s revolver, and. who dad ,suﬁimenﬂy recovered lnmse,Il’ to
make good his escape. .Only one of tbe belligerent party 1 remalrled and he conld
not ko en.sﬂy extricate’ hlmsolf {rom the difficulty in which he bad become mvolv-
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ed, Honest having worried him' unmereifally, and stilf cortinting' by p’anish him
in & koantior that theeatetiad the final éxtinction of life.

The first thing to be attonded o, therefobe, Was to' Gl the ddg. inasthoch
a8 it nebied nnmecdsiaryand crugl to permit hit'to pursue his ‘advantape fovifer,
. After o little time, the man arose to his feet, pantmg. ervified dnd t«:‘m

« Tv's prettysure that: you've had the wotst' of it,” heid Woon; bu: ‘thise
folks as engligés Indisticutst * ' preotioss, mast expeot ‘that jibtico wﬂl o efrtakef
‘6m dofrietiige-or other, You ook to/e; amaingly, as Thoagh 1he”1|1est part’ o

" your natur had been worticd 6::; of you'by this @xtr'orﬂary ‘anivial, ,
urice, He' il ,
f;?;:eitﬁe?;an Oncommon friflens hei‘e, md 1? %hduld ‘Hike to know whnft it’s
o :l’i‘?::g young ladies can tell you, ﬁeﬂmps, Hetter than I ; but the gnir aud
sulistance apiiars to be, ‘that the ‘Worthy gentlénien who have just left so. prec-i-
pitately, were desirous to carry away our friends -here. The latter being utwil-
Img to conseht ‘to this dne sided arringétient,l présumed to inferferein the ‘prém-
1t 1 a8 You boe.”

As t]\l@ilz.;::e réncﬁe% thie ‘close of tlfesentenﬁe.lﬁs nttered & pxefcmg ‘chy, there
followed the report of ‘a'¢atbine, Manrie recotléd” n few steps, “did Wwould have
fallen, had hie not heen eiught and dﬂppotted hﬂhd slrbbg " auﬂ atem:lf,xr trins of
ﬁoel Noon.

3% wumﬁéd-—he is ‘slain [ ored Lris, i acéénﬁs of genuitie laim god

anxiety.

“ Ai} o Yit—atk you Hart—are you spia& i exélmmb& "Woel.

Harper preseed his hatd"to Bis chést But.could fiske no aﬁé:vér

“ Don't say it goes hartl with yoa—-ﬂmr’t Boy’ ymm Eilled ! ebnthfued Noon
with o c&uhtenanbe\exbfemire of uiifelgned gien; 'beeause T eouldn't thivk of
your dying ‘ior fhils underhuiod “Way. “When § you get rendy to give up your hold
ot atrthly considerations, T wait tb se¢ one like yon Xock under i Some glori-
ous batile with the enemy, where you're pressed upon four toone. For lieavén's

ke, rally, ‘and don't Jet your 1ife bo wasted, ind the bréath slip ot 6f you, ip

& ugly ‘brawl like fhis.”
Hurper grasped Noon's hand” ana siifed fhiutly.
“w AW it Hoes e godd-tit' does ue all'gbod. T Have feverseen you Toolk eo
weltgldte  Th thows therb's 'séngo’ an& Ité'in ‘you yet  resuthed ‘the htniter.
« I'm struck—"' .
“3%, ddt gy yoo'te: mgeik; ‘ﬂ;ly il .
h &k bt fot by "
m i ‘that ik aft 16 Worke 1 adied the forester.
tiared Matsibe, With Yeae' exertion, «tpon “a ‘téby of
lig tet’ ﬂobfzei:* ‘of Tediiting’ frovk, fust hére; nd ghinted of,
éhﬁ ‘brasion of o in
s 6 Woodsmen, fervently,
Im, who had Teen regﬁrding thie Buﬂdsbme adventarer in painful suspense

Tag Maw or s Rancas. -

- and with pellid cheek, now sank insensible into the arms of‘ her mster, mhns.e emo~

tions were but little léss marked than her.owr, -

During the excilement of the incident, the" fellow: wbom Honest hmi dealt
with, abmpuy took his leave, and as hig eonquenor had no on&ers to detam b.lm,
he was safféred to departunmioléstedi: - - “

At ﬁns mterestmg erism, Bn.ptiste Lorrimer and. Dnrmlle mmde their appear-.

* A few byief words fiom Noon explained what bed transpired, - Mavrica

~ now felt quite recovered from the shock, and while others Were offaring their nt-

tentiond t6 theunconseions Fris, glided wnnoticed: from the house, fallof {honghd,
and agltated by conjectéives in relation to what had happene& sought theencamp—
ment, Honhest walkmg leisurely and contentedly by bigside.. . -

He had not stnid to receive thanks or ‘congiafulations, beeause, under pnesmzt
circumstances, he was not ambitious to be thus hoticed. He: eduld not forges.
the unjust insinuationd of Miss Rathbum, in regard to the motives that had in-
duged him to be neat the Ranche, He was not nogry bat sorrowful; for he felt

that his conduct had been entirely misconstraed, . He did mot attach any blame

to the maiden, for it appeared to him'that “gho was labormg af the txme under

- misapprehensions, of some kind, in relatmn to him,

‘Whén Iris had regained her constiousness; she was the first to remark the ab-’

. sence of the brave Virginiun,

k"

“He never ‘stays after work's dnne, I take it,” said. Noel Noen, in neply to her ’

inguiring Tooks.

“What, gone !” asked Ramons. )

“Jg rn.yther hag that appea.mnce, now,” Noel rephed :

“ Gone, ,end we have niot expressed our gratitude "exalaimed Miss Rathburn.

“T sn,y to him whateVer you think is right, be it more or less, common or
ancommon, ordinary or exir’ ‘ordinary," added the forester.

“ Perha,ps ghe préfers to deliver- hér own thessages,” suggested Lorrimer

"« I wonder who could have heen at the bottom of thia transaetmu ?" said
Dorville. - ‘

Neither Lorrimer nor Noel made any answer to- thls mterrogatory " Come,
men, give your opinion,” added Dorville

“Qpiniona are like the trath ; ot to” be spoken at ail tlmes," answered Lor-
rimer.

“ I'm not, afraid to spenk mine, geneml]y,” rejoined Dorville, '

“ N obody Said anything about bemg afraid; Mir Dorville,” replied Eorrimer
drily.

“ It seems 'to amount to that. When people refnse to speak out frankly and
boldiy, in & cake like-thifs, the idea always decuis to 1 me that they ara efraid to;
but perhaps I am wrong,” reJomed Dorville.

B | SUppose. Lornmﬁr is thmkmg of expediency,” sald: Noan :

-~ And’yeu sre in ‘the ‘enind €rain of thiought, ‘doubtless. - Well, T seo which
way the wind b‘!ows, and vixll not At thls fimé boast - myown superior courage,
yet it is evident 'to' me thiat & groas picée "of knavery has bien attempted, and
that Meltiah Moss and Jack Lawless are not at the bottom of it™
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Ramoni and Iris locked: pt.each other-inguiringly, as if toread each' other’s
thoughts, and ask what might be the nature of their friends’ reflections, . .. -
» ] think,” continued Dorville, fixing his eyes ;earnestly upoun Iris, « that. this

_ matter ought to be inquired juto. - That there thos, in this: cage, been an unlaw-
ful attempt t0 abduct these young wome, cannot be donbted. . If therp has been
_ such » desigh, there must. necessarily bave been a, designer ;. and it is- the Jatter

that we ought to seek out, unmask and punish. . If no: other pemon fee]s dlsposed N

to this doty, I shall takeit upon myself”

* & Your ideas ave similar to my own. I shan't by no. means allow you to be
the- only.ove to do this business. I shall :on all propengoccasions, be tryin’to
forret out thie mystery, - That Mr. Rathburn sent them ruffians here to conduct
his danghters to & place of safety is highly nnprobable, and snnthm like setiin’
& wolf to catch a lainb,” said Nooh.

« Here comes Rathburn ; let him speak for himself,” Bmd I.ommer
‘Rathiburn entered the house, apperently somewhat excited.
. T have just learned,” he said, * from the Vu-glman, that there has been vil-
Inny nttempted here. "How ig it ?. Are you uninjured, girls ¥
«Yes; thanksto Mr. Harper and Mr. Noon,” replied Ramona. .
#We were pretty sartain that yon hadn't given® uny orders to have the galy
- removed,” said Lorrimer.

% OF course not,” added Dorville, ﬁxmg his pene;ra.t.mg eyes npon Rmthburn.

“ Bemv g0 near, what need had I to send when I could come myself, and the
danger befng comparatively little 2" he answered. ;

# What more natural than- that a father should desire to be with hig t,:hlldren
when danger. menaces? No honest man—nobody but a mercenary hireling'
wonld entrust even his dog to the care of such -worthless knaves as have -thiv
night invaded hiy dwelling,” eontinued Dorville, gtill Jooking at Rathhurn.

The latter slightly. changed color. and turned to Noon with the mqulry, «1f
fie knew any. of ‘the parfies?”

« They had alf fled but one when I reached the room, and I can't say that 1

know much shout him,” rejoined Noel, .

«'We owe our safety to the brave young,mav,”- remnrked Tris. .

« 1. must speak to i on the subject,” said Rathburm, now conmderably embar
rassed.

« [f Mr. Rathbarn had not been kept away by business . of vital importance
he wonld dogquestionably have been here to deferid these fair creatures from out-
tage and peril,” resamed Dorville, in ‘the same tneasured tone, and with the same
fixed gaze at Rathburn. ’ . I,

« You ara right, su'—-—my heart is alwags vy.\l;h my dem' gxr]s,” returne& Rabh«
burn, in & more earnest voice. -

# We ghall march déwn the Brams,to—morrow or the day aften andI've been

thmkmg thint thix will; be rathergn exposed situation for you,” seid the. aaptam.
-4 J4 mighit-be wnsaf here for most, settlers, but with me.the ceye is rather dif

ferent,” re;omed Rathbum. “Yousee I've got qulte a number of {mem]s umong

Tae Maip or tHE RaNemE. 5{_9&

" the Moderators and Regulators thpt wont forget.me, but "Il bo on hand if dan-

ger lurks about the' Ranche.”
“ Wont that be rayther an onsartain- dependenee? ' asked Noely qmckly
“No, far from it. * I've lived herenow going on four years, and have never had )

. any troubls to- speak of” -

“But there's:never been & war with Mexlco before,” x'emarked the capta.in. f
© «Lknow it, but there wont, many of the enemy getup o far as my Ranche,  It's
ai ont of :the way place, you ece. ‘What do the Mezidans ws.nt up here ™ '

« ¥ ou might have asked.’em that, qnestmn a few hours ago when W& was ﬁght-
in’ ’em qut ytmcler, not a, mlle from here,”

« But they. are so tuoronghly whipped, they wont come aga.m 1 remain whem
Tam. What else can I do?”

% You might go with us to somie of the larger towns, Where there is but llttle
danger of the approach of an enemy.”

It wont do—there's as much-chance of safety here as anywhere. Tem will
be trodden under foot by the troops of Santa Anna, before a year goes over ‘our
heads, and the most obscure places will be safer from plundar and vmlenoe. A
few of us can defend this spot againet almost any number of Mexmnns Yon
#eé they are affaid of the American rifles. »

% Well, turn it over. in your mind, friend Ré.thbnm, between ow and ‘to-mor<
row noon, and if you concluds to go with us, depend on’t, not & hair of the ga]ﬁ'
heads shall be harmed, though we should meet the Dictator himself, nt thl head
of an army.”

#Tt%s o kind offir, father,” observed Tris.

¢ Yes; I'll reflect upon it, Captain Lorrimer.”

 Yowd better. But it's getting late, and I must reﬁurn to camp We’ll all
remsin, however, if you think it best.”, .

% We shall not probably be’ dlsturbed again to-mght. So Fou can 80, gentle
men, with clean consmences," rephed Rathburn, ‘

As they were preparing to depart Iris stole to the'side of Noon, atid asked -
the name of the young man who was so good a8 to keep gnard with him, aad
where he was that he did not appear when the disturbance occurred. ‘

“ Who said, there was a young man with me 1

« Mr. Haiper informed me, bat could not recall his heame,” added Iris,

'« Fle said that, d:d he? Well, Maurice Harper wag the young man, ahd no-
bndy e?se, and yon see hls natlve modesty wouldn't let hlm tell you,” returned
Noon.

"« How stepid and unjost 1" she sxc]almed , blushing with regret; at the remema-

‘bratice of what ghe had said to him.

« Mr. Nocl,* she hastily added, in a low voice, “I've wronged your: friend.” '

“ Sorry for it, Miss Iris] He's under the cloud, as t'were, now, bat you sis
he wont allers be there, T-expect, He's got enemies that mean t6 crush him ; but
I for one shall staud by him, notwithstanding all that iimhce ami enVy can do to
bhght hls prospects.”

*
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Wit Lortimer nd Woon had! 168 the aweliiip, uomrre ﬁnoered o the Hirédhe
old. .Frisand Ri‘mona Were, Tear !:mn. He tqok the Tand of tho Former it hig..

“X m:cgly kqnw," he said, 30 amy Fpreitel] tine; « What 1mpulse' draw fie
towards yon, and yei fconfeas nfvm.f deep‘ly ‘hteresteititt your welfare.  Pardon

me:for, this frepdom of speed;h %r my words proceed from the heart, and not the .

head. I wish youto leesn not o fear me—to ednflile in ma—to-speak 16'mé a3 .
8 disintarcatod. frizad, . Please step into the copfal’ with me mbment-—jﬁsﬁ ont
of earshot—thank you. Now no one can hiear' mié. Bues this air ehill yon !”

- NO L ) ‘ ' i

“You tremblo?” R
v“Noi:withcold" : R

. “;E'w ™ ,

4 No, Wby Bhou.ld I fBM il : :

o .You ahonld nof ‘when with—bat no matter wba.f: I wals going to say’ nnght
!mnud like selfadu!atmn, 80 it Femaing unspoken. See the moon, Tels, T it ot
beqqtlfyl-z-—so placid, so sl.lvery, amlyet 80 cold.. For me, the mooy’ apd stars
haye voices thet epeak to the inper Jite o

; 4 TQften have such jdess and émotions, but [ do not utter them, save to Eamo-
na. 1 suppoge they are too wild and ‘vagrant to be felt by others. I fear T am
inclined to.be a visionary. Father says I am not 80 practmal 88 Ramc)na. bntI
can bepractical.”

“ There are striking. points. of a,mraement betwaen w I can be enl;husaa.st:c
and drewmy, and T can also he a strict utnhta,ria,n But T digress. You some-
bow unlock my finer gensibilities, and make me. wander on at random.. You
soem to be strangely circumstanced and surrounded. Yon are lite' s desirable
: flower growing wild in the garden.of mture, whﬂe meny rnde hands are stretched
forth to pluck it You are tnemblmg*be quxet."

“T'IL be very quict,”

«Ramona i less sensitive, hut. very charlmng. As T was saymg, you are sing-
wlarly placed, and strange elfments are in motion areund you, You must be
watéhful. Keep all your perceptions abont you, and strive to penetpate the mo-
tives:of all who approach.you. Learn,if you cun,tn dlscnmmate a worthy from
an wnworthy man, Your father is unlilte you in all respects ; I percieve that ne
1PONRIvY sympothies are lodged in his brenst,  Younnd he areand must remain
 strangers, Forgive me— But it is true; you kmow it—the tremor. that shales

your nesvous system atbest to my words. Irls and Mr. - Rathburn. can never be
ditedinsonk? . . R
: -’"Benﬂent,»lhegofml" S

1 a6y goe-Eamt vight:f. you fear him ¥
" # Desist, for friendship's sakel”

"

.
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* 'You tiembla lest he shionld hoar a word.  His, nature is suspicions.”
"4 Yes—bud don’tspaak of u:~ 1(: would bé 30 uupleasanl: for e, if he should

“heow x0T
. Ko, the winds shall not haar it Will- yoﬂ watch everybody a;-ound you'?

Promise the stranger, Dorville, that 'yon will #*.

- ) win " .

'= Do not suffer yours&ll' 1o be inveigled into an-alliance tnq.t yogr. heart has
o interest in. Do not associate with those who naturally repnlse you., Mistrust

. those most who appear the most gelish. There are men atound yom who will

ﬁul"bo mnke you hoppy, sud who seek to atiain only theu' own gmn
" Wil vou not mentmn namek £ . )
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# It will hardly be prudent and yet why should I not ? I will .apeak the
name of Manuel Hart. ECRN
-« Do yon’»ﬂ:s_r?rﬁ“ét him 2* R o
«More then thiat... 'We cannot walk together n ihe BRENE path inlife. If he
i3 not g bad ‘Ta, My oW instifiets are false, ‘mrd il my obse;vahons mmfead me,

Fear him 68 yoti would the ﬁlthy, ahmy, poxsonous moccasm snaka that low and \

hidden bt str;k nd:Bestroy.” -
& Y o188 ﬁtrong 1a.uguage v :
- And does’ not your pwn. Heart give baclf a respouse »
“*ﬂo nof. q\i&st‘ ‘e; 1 do, nof. know myaelf-—l “distrust myself——J iear all

-1 think T A, m thls cage ; and yet I feel tbat I wou!d not be lmpertment
for the wotld. | “Thé fact s, I a}must love you”
“ Will you be reasonable, Mz. Dorville?” -

« Tiroe is passmg I am wasting these precious moments in idle tally Let .

me’ be seriond’: . Many. perils are lurking unseen and unsuepected about you

Again permit we to say; be obaerVani;—obsérvant of thoge ;whom you ought to.
trust. . I'shall see you agam—l can not stay away from you, for I experience an’

- indefinable sn.usfaeﬁon in bemg near you. Yo percelve that T am much o!det
thati you—too-gld to be,a lover.”
«1 will endeawor’ to”fqllow your mjunctxons however mysterious they seem., I
will watch' all—reven fou.
#Doso; that v?nll please me; and yon may call my motnves in questwn, it

you will. You iy go farther; accuse me to my face of wlmt you like; and I |

will try to take it patiently.”

'« What a paradoxical character) You guite confuse and bewxlder me, Here
comes Ramona ; spesk to her,” added Irfs.

“ Ramona, I bave been tatking to your sister concernmg subJects of deep int-
- erest. I have been proghosiicating evil, and hope. I shall prove a false prophet

Certain factd have fallen under iny obseryation that make me sure that you are . '

both exposed to great danger, Iris in particular. You are are a girl of courage
decision end foresight. - Be ot your guard, and do not suffer your sister to fall in-
to the snares that may be laid for her. feet, but make & faithful attempt to save
her and yourself.”
“ Bat who are yon, thit take so much mterest in two mmdpns, a]most strangers
' Yo'yon §* as¥ed Ramona. - .
© «“Iam Dervills.” o
« Aind %éshat dll you can say. to enmle ynu to ogr. conﬁdence . N :
# All, Young lndy—all at present. ' Judge me a8 you find we. When oppor-
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i.'dmty oﬂérs, welgh me by my works and not by my words the latter ate 80
cheap o ' Y

# Very good. I will not be over-susplclous. Say on, if more remams to be
gaid.”

« Iris con tell you whatI have gaid when I s gonh. I hear your - {nthers
step—])orwlie goes—adios, adide?” -

When Dorville reached the encampment the ﬁres were burning dimly, and the
wing of sleep hung silently over the scene. A little removed from the spot two
or three sentinels kept sleepless watch. Instead of:entering one of the huts, Dor-
ville mnpped his blanket about him and laid down upon the earth as content-
edly as one might.seek his dreams in & bed and under o sheltéring roof. e was
sinking into a quiet slumber, when he was dtstnrbed by thefootsteps of someona
more restless than lnmself Opemno' bis eyes e beheld Maunce wa]kmg s]owly
past him. : : : -

«'Is that jou, Mr. Harper ?  Can you not reconcﬂe your cnnsclenee to sleep [l

said Dorville.

« ] have faw antagonisms of that nature to reconcile,” returned Maurice.

% T'hen why nob go to rest?. The mght s fast wanmg ; the small hours have
come.” i

« Well, let them come and go; I caré not”

. Come, d0n’t be dlsheartened " There’s & tide in human' ’aﬂ'mrs, you know ?

You cen find & couch sut’ﬁclent]y soft in some of the camps, I dare say o

- % Bufficiently soft ? this soil i§ soft enough for me.”

Harper. stretched himself upon the ground, and placing lns rlﬂe carerully by
his side, indicated plainly that he thought of ‘going to sleep. Honest followed
his master’s example with an equal ‘manifestation of indifference.

« ] ghouldn’t care ahout gleeping with no blanket between ‘me and: the 5011 ’o-
_ observed Dorville.

“I lxke mother earth ; she strengthena me. Irecieve qmet drea.ms and refrcsh-
ing sleep from her ‘bosom. Don't d:sparagé her.”

# Heaven forbid that I should speak lightly of mother ¢arth, or any part of na-
ture, I have too long been the subject of her ministrations to ‘be ungratafl and
captions.” | ! .

“ Who goes yonder, 1 wonder ¢” asked Harper. .

‘14 s one who treads softly as it he did st wish to at&met attention.™

“ Yes go 1 percexveﬂ o :
it is Mariuel Hart, X think, Mr. Harper "

- % You are right, Dorville. Where has e been, do you xmugme P
-« T don't always tell what I imagine ; so good night”.
Harper closed his eyes and #oon eppesred to be sleeping ; but partly’ une!osmg

them awhile after, he saw Dorville with his head turned & little, - locking &t him..

‘Blaipier there uipon began to ask himself what kind of gn opision he-had form-
ed of this stranger, and what influencs, if any, he would exercise upon his destiny
‘—whether for goodér for- evil. OF course he had normeans of deciding this

" question, and he tned to dismiss it n.ltogether a3 idle and even: whlmslcal
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When at lgngth gleep.overpowered him, he was thinking.of Fris Rathbnxn, m;gd_

regretting that she had misunderstood him, FHer ides followed him intp l;uq
dreams, and-lent them.varied bues. He fapcied ben in. danger, nnc] surmupdnd
by evil influences. He pictured her in distress, and in the power of designing
persons, until the heating of the reveills put an epd to his slnmbers, '

‘CHAPTER XI.
' I'AR.BATILE OF THE BORSE SEIQE-

Tnn aHunters of the "Border haq mnqu dowp the Brazog and. were hear San

Aptbnm They had Jomed & emall detachmept under Oolopel Bowie, and were'

soon waiehing the movements of thg enemy who were hovéring shotit Bexa.r like
birds of prey ready to pounceupon any party of Texans less formidable, nimeri-
cally, then themselves. . The hunters had found an excellent cumping ground in
a bend of the river, dlstmfrulshed on aceonut of its peculiar shape, Bg, the “ Horse
Shoe.” .
Colonel Bowie snrveyed the spot wath dehght. k '
“What s fine place for & battle!” he exclaimed, tummg to Captam Lommer
I was jest bavin’ such notions-pass through my head,” he replied,
. ¢ The prairie tising round the bottom land like a hlgh wa]l would forma capl-
tal breast-work for the men, and we conld whip the blanketed felIers fom- te ong
“without putting ourselves out a great; deal, either. [ wish there was some ‘chance
of their coming down upon, va.”
'« There's no doubt-but they will, for thay autnumbm: us giz to one,’,’ observed
Harper. ‘
" «How do you know 1’ asked the colcmel

# By the best kind of evidence, I take 1tr—actual alght," said. Noel Noon

« Fxplain,” added Bowie.

“ Why, it i simply this; Mr. Harper a.ud I hove beeu out scoutm a.huut 8
little, watchin’ the movements qf things; Bexar is hterally swarmm mth ene-.
mml! .

"+ T'm gla.d to hear it, for I feel anxious for some kmd of a senmmage." 7

«T'll tell you how I think you cap bripg 'em ; jest build up one or two.large
fires hercabouts, end they'll ba likely to nttmt attention. Some of the women
folks will come right down to trade with ue, count us, and, then carry back the
pews to the men, who don’t relish a fight: with eque] | nnmbe:a, byt gre always on
nand when the.advantage is on their pide”

« His edvice is good, Captain Lorrimer—qrder gqme ﬁrea to%e, built”.

Manugl Hary who hed been near the partics, n.\xd hmrd this uonversgtmn, ?ow
mpped forward and gaid: - |
© # X'don't thiok ;t‘l] hé safe. t:olonel to tempt. tha epemy upm,l ns ip that. vgay,
geein® ‘ag theyare six to onk.™ .

« 1t they were ten-to one, I shouldn’t fw o, inl & plme llke ﬂns." returned
Bowies, \
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“Tﬁej it arich fedbi Hhters a8 they tmg‘hi. be, if L'vomay kuowléége oﬁm
" ddded Hav,

! i've et e thie Held) &F*Pverfoughi ’éma—-exchamged’bldws mth i
know what they tan do, and Jon't fear 'em. Tet 'em come.”

«There Wit be otie of -us Toft; eoldrel—we shall by eut 6fto o’ i

8o he'it, then, so be il fior Gie: éxpect fo e’ Sghting, dod T uippoce it
wiit e’ & grest diffoFerioe o te Wlken T go, if'T o:rIy goas e brave nm fe-
disting ‘opptestion #nd dofng my‘Hest." :

“You mey want to go under in that way, but pér’héps the ‘rest (:»fl ay *would
tather Tivea Spell Tfiger,” o corffihtied Hart, '

d Light the fires, '(ifap‘taln Lommer, Tight- the ﬁves, ‘and niuke 4 Weacon to in-
vite-the Faseals’ dowit here,” #aid: Bowie, demdedly.

Haiper smiled contempt.uously,and Lorrimer went to give the ndtésunry orllers.
* dhese Mekioatis never givano qhal‘ter," gatd Noon, in & voive suﬂieienﬂy
loud for Manuel to Hehr.

i iiat's pretty well lmodn, T expect,"rétowed Halt sullenly.

' 'We shall be likely to do,some damage afidng * “em, at-dny rate, afis’ we go

under, perwidr'n‘Havawsu'.ﬁ mes o wWorst, ddded Moo, Tookity sty at Hayper.

Flart made 1 rejoinder; bt whllked to is' tent, !ookmg scowlmg and’ diémt:a—
fied. : .

o Yo sed ity adbaid of guhpnﬁder," bid Nﬁe} Lo

«T've long had that opinion of him,” replied Harper. “I'm: eave\‘ for‘the *Blme '

to come when his courage can be: ‘it io e tédt.”
- Wteitt keop outof the (actlcm dis Tong & he can help it, %ni e ohhﬂeed ‘re

 that we shall Have work to'do aforeFibrnin’.”

Tiwo ‘irge fives werd made, snd as'had been antigipited, after a due Tapie of
time, soine Mexican women caine fnto’ cimp, biinging varioud articles of. traffic.
Paving dasposed of ‘heir poods, and hotéd evérything thit they saw, tihey ‘went
back to report, as the sequel proved,

Oaptain Lorrimer 1mmeﬁmtely paraded his 'men, and } i’ hls Tough way’exﬁbrted

- ‘them to piudétce and dourage.  Hetold thent it 'was inéunabent upén’ thént to
" earn the name which had been given themn by the two 'muidens. He wanted the

ﬁ'\ihtéré of the Border to win‘aiv cidiiring fapde, and ubder to tuim their bdcks
o 'tHie Yoe. Ty were batthng for'liberty and hntan rights, #hd sotfor phinder.
"Pliey ‘were not Tarid-pirates, but Boldiers, aiid abght Hof to forges it: Theywere
goitg forlsh to give tyranny a check and to stay the prﬁgreas ‘of & renttloss paler.
Thtma who Weré' g teholved to Bght to thelnst, hid better step'ont of the ranks
“arid 0 Hidime 3 thejr Jlauft Tt ey td go itk them, to ahow.their hatlc to
“thd for,

All this apd much more Lorrimer said to e, in Iwﬂgmge riost natiral to
him. Lienteoant Hart was in his place, btit dtd vt ventire toomiake a-epecch,

iy Bi§ etubtenatieE QP nbt vetoken B et ‘Begred of 'dutisfuetion. - But the

men were evidently eager for & fight, and were dlsafpp‘ siited whon the sl est
tn and the enemy did not appear. - The ctenihy pﬁssed ivirdthiout disturbescs,
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At sbout ten. o'cloqk & half-breed came mto camp, brmgmg the report -that
the Mexicans had gone to attack General Burleson, who was epcamped higher

up the river. . This;news was doubted by the more knowing, anes, but cred;ted by

_ the less experienced.
. Bowie and Lorrimer allowe& the men to he dowr; and sleep a8 naual
“ We'll warni you in time to make & defence, if the enemy ahould attempt a

surprise,” said the colonel. , « I've seen some service, you know, ami understand

 just about:what these'fellers mean. They rasly:and need watchmg, but let ‘em
eatch.me mapping, if , they can.” .
Before eleven, the Hunters of the' Border and Bowne sdetachment were Iocked
in the arms of sleep,” No e;traorqury Vlglla.an about the precincts of the
' Horse Bhoe indicated that any denger was apprehﬁnded, OF. thnt there; was an
enemy withio a dogen miles. .
* Thig might look to some pevsons, I:ke & want of dlsclplme,” Harper obser-
ved to Noon but I presume the colonel knows what he is ahont 27
“You may depeud on’t he does.. . He’ll seent the enemy ir they come w:thm
tifle range, I'll wayrant,” anid Noel. .
“Tool! there comes Domlie. Stmnge that he should follow s,
“ He’s a queer genius—allers: on hand when you don't expect him.”
12 he a brave man, think you P '
“ That's woat I ean’t say for- eertam but he doesn’t appeat likea pefson eas-
* dly frightened.”. - .
The subject of this conversa,tlon approached

“Good evening, lads—a fine camping. ground iz thm—exc,ellent spot for a neat

little fight.. Placing ourselves behind this wall that: the prairie has built round
the bottom Jand, we can. ‘keep back any number. ‘of the enemy,” he remarked
. % Wa have had the same thoughts,” returned Noon. .

“ Abh, here's Honest! Mr, Harper what will you do with hlm, !f there ahcmld
be an engagement 2 -

“ He'll do very well ; he'll. inke care of !nmself J .

“ What is that wpon hls veck ? Somethmg that has a l‘emmme Ioolt certain.
ly. Qome here, Honest, and Jet-me see.”"

Honest Jooked at his waster’s countenance and then walked p to ”Domﬂe.

While t]ae latter simply looked at the ribbon w1th0nt tonching it, the dogremam- o

od passive and amicable, but the moment he p]aced his handupon it, a growl of
dllp]easure warned him to desast.
© # It ia the gift of s, fuu- damsel, no. doubt, and he is in honor bound to keep it.
Here are the Jetiers I. R, upon it. Presumptuons. dog! > Ishall be Jea!uus yon
wear the colors of my own enchantress,. What do you suppose Manuel Hart
- would give for thet flimay gaed?”, . . , h
« His lieutenantey,” replied Noon. '

wliq iis possible that he conld procurs a similar merk of favqr w1thout any auch ‘

sacrifice,” Harper remarked. . S ‘ o
- That’s very doubtfnl I exclaimed Noos. - ’ :

*
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*(lome, boys, Tie down and get your rest;” said Captain Lommer, who ap- '

proached at that moment. Rayther expect there'll be somethm to do afor mor-
nin', dnd yon must be - fresh for o skrlmmage.”

Tk Honest and I will pass the' mﬂ:ttl‘. here,” re_]mued Harper, eprea.ding lna blnn-
ket upan: the soft, grassy bottom.

W And I shall keep gou company,” sa:d Noom...

lace onr two friends had selected ‘was-on the right of the bend, and about
an hun red yards froin the mainbody of the detackiment.

- Harper hnd just swik ‘into-a Souind' sleep. when he was awakened b{ Honest,
who had séented the approach'of some ove. Maurice nrose -to his etbow, and
sa, inuch to his surprise, Warpath apgroaching He motxoaed our hero to
be silent as hé drew -nigh. v, ¢ : '

“ Wake up, Open-hand, » kaid the Lipan, '

Harper touched Noon® llghtly, and he sprang to his: feet.

© Open-hand, 'tis 1-be silent.- This: way, follow—step softly—-don't wake
the big moccasin snake I

Warpath leaped nms&lebsl from the botiom-land to the ‘prairie,. and Harper
and Nooh did the same. The Lipan crouched until his all' figure was almost

eoncenled by the grasd, and hiy companions imitated hig example. ‘The red man.

did ot assume an erect position, until they had lefs the Horze Shoe geveral
rods behind. H¢ then approached -the river. - A 'cance was ‘hidden in ‘the
bughes.near, the water.* The Lipan launched 1t Manrice and Noon -ste tEped in
and then takmg the paddié, Warpath ropelled it dexteromsly across thie Sun
Antonio. On the shore it was dmoge&] ap and hidden ad before. .

The Indian took the divection of- Bexar, and kept his' intentions 0 hlmself :

with strict fidelity to native character.- He pauséd not far from the. town, and
changed his mode o beé)p1‘09.&(:11—gomg- forward with much grester eaution: Har-
per and Neon imitated all his-movements. until at last he made a full stop, and
motioned them to come and stand by his slde They obeyed lna mube mandate
. and the Lipan pointed with his finger,
Following the direction of his huud, they percewed a Iarge body of men hold-

: _mg their horses by the bridles, ready to mount ata moment’s warnmg

% Look to the right, white men,” said the Lipan. -~ -
They turned their eyes as indicated and beheld seéveral pleces of artillery. The

wheels of the carriages were covered. with blankets, that they might roll . soﬂsly,.

and the horses were. already attached:
" “ That means a surprise,” said Harper
* % When the moon reaches’that poiot in the slkies where you see the dark cloud
hovering like the bird of war. ‘Fheir hearts are ‘big wit coura.we, and their
great guns are full of thunder. Let the white men be ready.” -
“They greatly exceed us in numbers,” remarked Harper '
¢ 3ix to one,” returned Warpath.
. That's nona too many,” added Noon. '
" “Too many, if they find you sleepmg," rejoined the Llpnn, aarcastxaally
“ Very true,” said Maurice.
“ Have you Tooked’ ‘enough ?” asked the chlef. . :
“ Yes,"” rejoined Noon. -
4 Then ‘we'll o baclt,” returned the Lipan.
“Warpath conducted the two youdg m¥n to the Horse Shoe in the same way
that they came.
« Lagt night,” said the chief, addressing Mantice, “y dreemed that I saw a

'

moceason suake crawling after fou 83 you walked thron h a eypress brake, His

mouth was open, and he wds all ready 'to strike when I awoke. I l1aid awake

and thought of it a long time; and the- Msnito of dreams seemed to fae]l me if

mea.nt evil to the youag white hunter: -
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I ipeliove the Great Spirit sométimes speals to- me in drearns and visiens of
the davk night,” sald Mavribd, .- R L
" The Great Spirit is always speaking to his:red children,  He spealts 40 him
in the: ddy a8 weil as thernight. ~Sonietimes:I can hear-his voico ;when the! wind
blows, and when the thunder. shakes the clouds.. - Bometimes. he’ mikes me 4
rophet, so that I can tell the fature: by the past. - .1 know that -the' copper
Eead lias stng; ahd that lie willeting-again,” =~ . - C
« That is wise—the past-ia'the key ‘of;tre/ future,” remarked Maurice,
# Thw infymenbe prophets-setording tbiheir knowleige of the past. I have
epoken-and have ro-mar toéoy.” Youcan tell.the ohief what you have seen.
"'With thesei words, Warpath strétehed hirsself uon the ground to. await far
ther developements of the night, while Mourice sought: Bowie-and Lorrimer te

. communicate what he had seen.

Neither of the parties: ol oweh -surprised] for :they had anticipated &
movemEntof- At}iﬁgkiqd;fa:%%a watehing iwitl:open eye- 10 detect-sny?;ndiea-
tions of an attack. : . .

“ T8y, will eross the Yiver jost.nbove us,'and the: latthek will donbtless- gume
from; the praivcie,” Munrict réimarled. . - o7 c L
B “?es,'-ﬁﬂi\t'.s' the quarter  fdm rwhich - -we. siy.expect the mischief,” said

oWt - . R : T . ' .

“The night Wore.on, slowly enongh-aecerding to-onr here’s: ideas ; “but- as: he
codld’do ‘pothing to-facilitate!the; matter, ho; refnined at:rest ad; patiently. a9
potsible; Netening intently fo hearthe tread of -the/advkicing foe.

Tt wanted abentag hour.$o:thie  break. of :dby, -wien- Mouriee potieed -that
Honest, with-esrs erect; was Jooking eagetiymp the river. Coe

L igten, etflomel 1"2aid Mamrice: -Bowie puthis eariclose to the pronnd.

. @ What:do yotr hear 7! Matiec inquired: RN T .

« A-dullnionotdnous sound. ~They are erossing ‘the river. . ¥ hear the; dis

cordantcrenkeof & wheel. Now it fias stopped ; -weishan't:hear it-again, Now,

“eaptain, we must wake up the boys. 1Go round: smong them - softly, Inds; and .

lota have no ndise, - Jujt-whisper to lexi: that there's a prospect. of e shrindmage,

and they’ll b on Akoir taps-in no time.” - - ‘o e
Accordingly the men were aroused: from - their - shuibers and full quietly into

the 'ranls justunder tover of tho wall of the prateie. .. . , _

# 'Phey've made up their minds-for & surprise; and theres no-doubt; bint- they'il
“have one,” Bowie observed, as he contemplated with o satlsfied -air the:arrange-
ment of his forces. - . . o

‘Montents of intense suspence Tollowed. * A thick:fog which now prevailed, dis-

concerted the plana of the epemy. . Fhey drew up on-the prairie; and waited for

the dark vapor to fift- - They: were within reach of the Texan rifles, but notaman.

could be seen, so dense-was: the intervening fog. - The:minates seemed -terfibly.

long to the eager patriots.

The morning dawned at Jength, and as the thick dtmosphere grew lneif, the

outlinelf of the Mexiean+ ooldmna began: t6 be visible. :"Fhey were:all ready to
chargeand annihilate the small band of Texans. Highdr snd higher atoe the
fog—the horses and their riders were revesled, and menswith torches.stond: by the
threatening cannon. R

The decisive momént had come-a dabmént, frau ht- with meomentons 6onse. '

quenees-to the adtors:fu the-ddeng. + Evéry rifie was: velled; and Bowle gaxethe
word to fire just as the trumpet gave the signal to charge. L

- The dffugbiwgs:tremendous. Hordes and riders wont -down; and. ‘the xolamns
rolled - Bnelt feoni-thofidtd seattered anddismayed. .. . o

' Bub fhieeremy:wae nof yet beaten. . Fhely: lnew the nutrtbers-engaged divthe
Fexan e, sulltheir v gheat advantige tn:that raspect. - They formed nod
pame on again,determined to work the artitiery.with wigor. to the. lost. They

!
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advanoed and a hody of. pioked men manned & whi
avan : " ned the guns, which in thei ipi
fli 2{?5:33’ hhad not dragged out of range, '.Theysnl?anifemed I::utclile!:() reclpltt:?:
s‘tretchedeél ad driven home a single ball, i discharge from Bowie's detachment
eloke em beside their companions whom the firat fire had slain
i goin there was a terrible stampede to get out of the wey, but man
ows finished their earthly warfare on the 8pot.  Some of t}{é Taxang v’L-igﬁgi

to follow up the advantage by qusuit, bup thg officers, more prudent, would not - -

permit them to do s0. -

Verious conjectures were now indulged in relati nott
¥ arioas conjor ] 1 n relation to another attack, but that
;I:aglgring as tilel:: a«.’i:;::’%?d, for 't'h‘e_ enemy advanced once more for the p:;;‘pose of
“ Now, my Inds,” oried Lorrimer, “ propare to serve the 5e
Se%!mtﬁgi ]:;fg:; t:;;::"]:v;;l? tht_a‘,gmlsﬁ and are reall{ 'goingntlo z%?;eu;h:nsgfggem;
‘ : i 7 J[I ere e .=‘:. - 1 "
anffff? po shotiand bull “!’?lit;'Whigs?tliﬁg" uvéxi"mth'tghf N, el
onbay Fm_u} different cbin ! exclaimed Bowie, and but too- faithfally waa -he
Sho% i 03; ﬁ:; wwgt?.rfﬁf} a‘;:glmr;tgdwitb tﬁe g:tgiis of the battle of the Horse
hoé, kno -awlully destractiva was the fire poured i Xk i
Texan rifles. The'guns were left withont ineg to ﬁ(ﬁ}{‘% 2?&%%3’1%"3%53?

. 1y fled in utter disorder. The Hunters of the Border ‘could no lopger be re-

strained, and-daslied after theflying foe with an-ardor not to be held in'checl.

During the engagement several watchful eyes were upon Manuel Hert, to -

note his condaet,” Bt little was seen of him by those most interested to wit.
A lnrge tree during thé battle: He'did not join in the pursds
; . - t join in the' - it

sorved that o hnd o handierchisf weupped aboat bis s Arn aftr o, sucim:

';ﬁ_ban; - Upon belng questioned, Lie said that Hie bad been struck by a

- Thifs ended the battlo of the' Horse Shos, which Mad guite an efset y dasis

. : fch Bad - b dariin

e the.ardor of the Mexicans, and to encourage the mﬁg}t&tﬂ,ﬁeﬁ;ﬂ:‘f&h diags-

L)

ness hig bearing, and it ‘was pmttﬁ evident that he was safely ensconced behind
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’ CHAPTER XIL

o THE ‘AHBUSCADE,

© Awrer the battle the détachments fell back upon Giéneral Burleson's position,

who was intending td make an attack upon Bexar, which. was now in posses- *

on “Mexi To attack a town so well supplied with provisiops, asd
Bionts?itl‘ﬂt:hesht;{?:;ﬁ;n%f fh:enemy,:w:m‘ en undeitaking of considerable magni-
g:‘:gé and likely 1o be attended with much hard fighting and loss of lifs. Many
of the houses 1n thie tawn #ers fortified, and even should: the Texans effect an -
eritrance, they might expect to ‘receive o destiuctive fire from the dwellings on
both sides of the sffeets.” 4 makt .

; 5 Were Bpent in considering the project,-and meking arrengemen
fofsggzﬂfgf&%s‘;embgfing" the tie ‘th'eg Haunters of the Border were often in

the saddle teconnoitering the adjacent country, and skirmishing with parties of

M, et of st Betas s anler ebvideraion, it must b 1o
Nl e bject of rétakinig Bexar was under. consideration, it must )
m'arklelg tl:&g :gvtllii']n?fel Iigirﬁ, on fccount of his wounded arm, was, seldom ,ont!]u.
ty, atid absent 8q freqhently and so long, that it was a. matter of observ:zi ion
améng the men. 'Torville also eontinued to be as eccentric as ever, sqm(;“ mes
disappearipg for two days at-a time, and then refurning in & manner equs y\‘als
gl X e Y ti’é{ ted-l s PTON """.‘;
“bf)uxf’: 3:;1’;1@? suél’fan‘ absence, he ‘appeared and ealled Maurice aside with an
xi ton and a troubled brow. . - ] i
mzi‘l;:gs ng};r&aﬁ;ﬁﬂ ?1: communicated was to our hero deeply interesting. He
informed him that he had visited the Ranche, thnt the Rathburns had gone, and
"that he conld gain no clue as to the place of their destination, or the direction
of their flight. L e e - Bathbucn bad seldom
is intelli affected him unpleasantly, for Iris Rathburn bad seld
be;ll‘lhiz;?gt:l'::a%ﬁcﬁom hia thoughts, E‘mce the peried of his first meeting with
her., He hastened to inform Noon of what he had heard, who shared largely in
his '}mxiety,—it being well known that he was much interested in Bamona. Both

of the young mwen were just preparing to go out and reconnoitre the enemy, -

when this news was received, and with thougl‘]tful faces phey monfxted their hor-
xar. ) . . .
%BT%dJl?gg gt{ ‘::;g ?v:ﬁ‘ busy with the intelligence which Dorville had brought,
andyfora long time they went forward in gilence. Noon was the first to spgak
in regard to the subject uppermost in t.heu" :thaug:hts. . 1 'i; !
«T feel oncomfortable and disturbed sbout thiz busivess. can't s any
good reason for Rathburn's leaving the Ranche in this strange way.” dto
Harper acknowledged that he had entertained similar sentiments in regar
the matter. Noel then, in his own blunt manver, demended to know what was
to be done, or if anything oould or-cught to b done in the I'Bmlseia. —
" u Jf replied Maurice, ¥ oll parties wero agreed to the project of ea.vmg 1;311;;
: forme;' place of residence, I cannot see that nny:thmg remains to.be done; bu
if, on the contrary, there has béen any compulsion or upfair dealing, that puts a

now aspest upon the case. Do you suspect that anythilig wroug or compulsory -

has been going on? If 8o, be [rank.”

|
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“ I've called yon my rriend;” retarned Noon, “ and il be free. with you. You
know, perhaps, tha# I think a great deal of Ramona, and used to visit the
Ranche often.  Well, I've seen enough first-and last to make me suspec t “more
than I feel disposed to mention. It's my opinion: the gala have been unjustly
dealt with. I hafe to say it, but it appears to me that Maneel Hart hag -more
influezce over Me, Rathburn than he ought to kave, and that the latter fears

hirn, or isn’t over and abave honest himself.  The fact i3, addedt Noel, emphat.

ically, “ theres bad infuences at werk there, and Rathburn needs to be watch-
ed as close as Hart.” .

“ My own thoughts precisely. I am glad you have spoken so freely,” aaid
Maarics, '

#It's time to speak end to act, too. No doubt hut the young women are in -
_ trouble afore this time, and need somebody. to look arter them and speak a.kind

word.” . )

“1 am at your service, Nool. You shall have my hearty co-oparation ia
whatever you'may propose,” responded Maurice, ‘with earnestness, .

< I thauk you,” eaid the forester, warmly, « I thought you'd be willin® to lend
a helpin’ hand, especially when such o female as Trly may need assistance.” -

By this time the buuiters hdd resched » musquit growth not far from Bexar.

Dismounting, they fastened their horses in the thicket and proceeded - towards

the town on foot, leaving Fonest with the animals, -

A4 they walled cantionsly on, they conversed mora freely than they had ever
doné before in relation to the two maidens and Manuel Hast, Noon did not
hesitate to pronoancs the latter & villain of the darkest character, althongh on
that particalar puint be had hithertp been quite reserved. While talking' in
this amicable and confidential manner, they reached. a spot in the vicinage of
Bexar where thero wag a light growth of post oak and ash. Here they pansed,.
a moment to arrango their plan of operation more perfectly, - - :

They were conversing in suppressed voices, when certain soands on their lefe
made them aware that other partids were advancing, ‘They immediately secret
ed themselves behind traes, for war teaches all men to be cunning and cautions
inasmuch as it transforms brethrer of the same great family of man into deadly
enemies, . co - : .

The intraders approached and proved to be two men, As the distance de-
creased between thew, it was plain that one was a Moxican officer, and the oth-
er an American. They stopped: within pistol shot and conversed earnestly, .
Thongh the features of neither were revealed perfectly at firat, the vofee of one
wad sufficiently distinet to betray him to the listeners ; both being assared that

- Manuel Hart was near them.

- With eagerness quite natural to the ‘(feculiaz' occasion, they swaited the de-
noument of the singular interview. . All.that they said coald not be heard and

- understood, but encugh to give them an insirht into the villain's soheres, He

was obviously tampering with the enewmny, who was holding out to him a golden
bait.. Hiy own treacherons disposition needed but as inconsiderable incentiva
to make him & traitor, He was, to be brief, laying a plan with the Mezican.

officer to betray his compeny and countrymen: into the hands of thoge who knew
- no merey, and seldom gave quatter whea vietorions. : :

About, helEway from Burleson's position to Bexar there was a long strip of
timber; and a réad travirsing nearly its- wholo lerigth,  Into this wood the Hun-
ters of the Bordet were to bodecoyed throtigh theinstrumentality of Lieutenant
Haxt, where a large fores of the enemy would belying in ambusli, ready to greet
them with two six pounders, rifles, carbines, ete. . - o

With feelings of ‘burning indignation, our two foresters listened to the details
of this wicked and cruel'plot. - . - = - ‘ . :

“There ard two persons;” added Hart, it an eargest voice, wher the other mat-
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ters hed been’ thorcuglily discussed, . who mvstn’t paryive the surprise, and 1
. . » -

want that to be.undedstood.”, - . Ce - )
The Mexican officer inguired .how he should know them. In answer to this.
guery, the traitor described Harper and Noon minutely, not forgetting.io men-
tion the color of thefr horses.” - .. . S S T L
« ¥ insist epon this 48 a-condition of the agreement.” To.an arrangement of
thig kind, of coarse; the' Mexican had no sort'of objection, and was so sanguine

of success, that he gave it'as lis opinion that not one of the company would es.

cape. He admonisked the villainto concoet the scheme for decoying them into
the ambugeade with such ingenuity and cértainty that there should -be so fear of
& failure.  He then went on to spesk of the facilities offered them by the length

and donsity of the timber for se¢reting their forces, and poaring upon the advahe-

. ing and unsuspecting band such a conceptrated and -continzous fire as should
effectually cat them up and secure their atter defeat, if not their complete anoi-
hilation, : S R

The six pounders, loaded with chainsraces eut into pieces; 'were to be arran-
ged. g0 a8 to sweep. the road, and decimate both horse and rider. s
To avoid this genéral destruction, Hart was to invent some prefenicefor loiter-
"ing ‘behind or remaining at camp. The 'Pexans wera to be led into this fatal
trap by & small-party of lancers who Wwerd to approach Burléeon's: position by
the timber road, and then as soon as they had attracted-attention and encouraged

pursnit, to retreat with all convenient haste towand the spot which was to be the -

scens of the sirprize. . o , .

This grand blow was to be struck without delay, and following day near dark
was designated ad the time for its execution. - Thess nécessary and indispensable
preliminariés having being duly arranged, the parties moved from the spof a few

yards, and the subject appeared. tobe changed, . The licntenant expressed him-. .

aelf evidently quite freely and interestedly concetning o theme of a different na-
ture.” Their words eould not be distinetly and connectedly heard, but both Her-
per and Novn were certain that they heard Rathburn’s name spoke sevéral times.

A the ednversetion progressed, the:manner, tone and gesticulation of the par-
ties grew more earnest and.impassioned,. and their voices rising higher a9 they
proceeded, the names of the maidens of the Ranche were pronounced so energeti-
cally, the ‘neither of our listeners could longer donbt thé nature of the subject

“now bejng canvassed.  Many conjectures, coupled with startling eonceptions snd
#nd vague apprehensions eoncerning Iris and Ramons, disturbed the thonghts of
the foresters,  Quieries like these arose to be solved : Why were the names of
the yonng women mentioned there, and under those circumstancea? What
common tie of interest existed hetween Hart and the Mexican officer relative to
the maidéns? Had the Mexican seen them? If so, where, and when, and
what were his intentions coneerning them? : :

"The reader will bear -in: mind that it was much more easy to. make mental in-
terrogatories of this kind, than to give nn suswer.to.one of them. It was very
evident'that the Wuiterd had incontinehitly stumbled upon a mystery which they
wished mach to unravel and undérstand ; “hut to do 80, 'was not a task to be ac-
complished without difficalty - Hart'would doubtless keap his own counsél, and

the only fedsible way of $racking him in the winding way of his willany, was to
Y o4 Pi‘ ) )

walte};fsi}entlymd assiduonsly all his moveinents,. . .
a vital
.» Rathboea girl . . 000 LopEr abr e L
Still conversing earnestly, Flart and his-ocompanion moved off arm in arm,
to all appearands the best of fifends. 'Without speaking, Harper and Noon
" walked bacl to the spot- where they had left their horses. ; o
* What do you think'of thie, Mr, Noou 1" delied Maurice; in & suppreased
tone, that he might better conceal the agitation of his own mind. )
i

portint discoveried have indeed bean made-; unexpeété’d‘fevelét.ions,hdvin'g c
“bearing uipon the destinies of the Téxan borderers, and also: upon: the :

*
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7 'think, retirned Noel, paziog quietly up into the quiet slies, « I think
that a good providence -has_‘mted gu;‘foqtstg‘pén’tbis_ higl:%;." o '
" “What wé have just beatd is deeply;sq%eg@,uve of ‘thought. 'Yon recollect
the subject of cur convergition whén we'leff the camp? " Now will ‘not the
strange conversation to which we have been a party, throw some light npon the
mysterions disappearance of the Bathborns ?” rejoined Harper. -

«Tf it 'dogsn’t throw any particular light on that affair, it’ a‘;v‘a.kéns iﬁany -

pleasant suspicions, T reckoa. , To fell “you" tho' truth, friend "Manrice, I' fecl
#rmazin’ oncomfortable like, T thifik miore “of the fate’ of the fals, than I do
“dbout the mbuscade and surprige that is intended for us tomortow. hight ; be-
cauge, you'see, we are ‘forowarned about the lagh, and if we can't -outwit and:
cireumvent them, we'd ought to be cut into inch pfeces by them ere oneommion
“gwivels, loaded with mineg trace-chatns.  If we don’t make that '}l)ilot losa all its
romance like, for them critters, it will be ‘l’or'thcg reuson ihat there’s no such
thing 4 Texan ifles and double-gi hts, That babject s all plain enough, and
dou't require no great, amonnt of a,%ggbm tactics and that sorf of Jarnin® to work
it out; but about the Rathburns we're completel nonplussed, and don't kuow
nothin' for sartdin, only that some gpecies of devillry ig on foot.” |
Discussing this absorbingly ,interqsﬁhg"wp‘w,"_‘Harp‘er‘ and Noon trode irto
‘camp’ and hastened to communicate with Captain Lorrimer. The plan of the
ambuscade was developed, but failed to produce those indications of astonish-
ment which they naturally expected to see-exhibited. ' o
“ I rayther thought 'twould come to this,” he said, musingly. ¢ There was

allers a twipkle in the varmint’s eye that I counldn't exaetly overlook.” "I knew
bie wag d coward, and it don’t tale much to make & coward  traitor. But he's
in a fair way to be fefched up with & sidden jerk, TNl Bée that he's properly

taken care of ; and so soon as we have outwitted this idea of an ambuscads,
end punished the raseals for their presumption, Manuel Hart shall swing, if

thére’s halters enough fn camip to bang him ! I can get along with & mocason
enake, a savage, or any kind of & heatheén cretur, but a black-hearted -traitor |”

“Tmmediately therg wa§ a.private consultation among the officers, and orders,
were at once issned to meet the emergencies of the coming day. Two détach-

ments of riflemen were marchied to the timber, to take & position iu'the rear of
that determined on by the enemy; on either side of the road, where ‘they were to
lie perdu during the day. “To the head of the timber toward Bexdr, thres feld

pieces were dragged and stationed ready for use., Besides thede, and men to~

work them, was & compeay of riflemen. . Both horses and wen found ample means
of concealment it & distatice of some two hundred yards from the road, Tn v cy-

" preas growth, betiveen which and the town 'was a’'dense, impenetrable chapparat.

To keep the animals quiet, they were fed plentifully with corn and newly cut
grass. Puring these rapid movements and preparations, the return of Manuel
Hart to camp was impatiently awaifed. 'The detachments had marched before
he appeared. Ashe walked toward his tent, he wos arrested by a corporal and
& file of men. The trnitor's sélf possession well nigh forsook him. Tken wholly
by sirprise, and conséions of his guilf, he iag unprepared to make any, defence,
or 10 put go good a face upon the matier, had such a turn in affairs been antici-

- pated. - He felt that insome inexplicable wn{ hig villany had been namasked :
,nd he was aware, fucthermore, that the punishment of traitorg wag prompt and -

“enmimary, - The fehr of death struck amortal terror fo hia heart  Visions of a
. deunrhead court martial, & ghort trial, prompt sentence, and speedy execution
“of the same, went whirling through bis bigin, making it faint and dizzy, How
-gudden wag the downfall of his expectations! Yow irremediable the ruin that
“looked hint in the fa¢e! The avenues of escape seemed closed up. No enliv-
ening hope gleamed in upon him to render the future Jess gloomy, '
Such were his emiotions whepn he first found himsel! & prisoner, witha strong

“
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-ggnard posted over him, and band-oufls u on his wrists ; but thoge feEIEngs,-grad.

‘ually gave place to others. Perheps, afier all, his traitorous designs b

. been detected.  Suspicion might have fasteped upon him tg'aomda elxstl:;lf ;:d;g}t
ﬁ%‘“&?ﬂf&i’: fgrg.gt, lit not bis condemnation. . It was possible that ‘they had

“m’h’;"‘#}!"“ﬁ l.)riﬁ-‘tr_.ows'ta‘ is.guilt, and it wag c?}ﬁculﬁ;m criminate & suspeeted per

Hiying someéwhat, and recovering s portion of .his wonted confidence, b

guestlgngd‘the gpardrelgti_veto ‘the causes that led to Lis arrest; huf h‘a:vin;
een girictly charged to hold no conversation with the. prisoner, they made ng
reply. to his Anterrogatories, and 50 he was obliged fo remain in total ignorsnce
in regard to the precise nature of the charges o be made against him, and the

" evidende that could b adduced. In this uncomfortable tate of uncertainty, he-

was obliged o remain, until it should suit the pleasare an fen

wlio had canged his,arreqt,_ to explain matiers ig A torsuil gv:;nyemence of thosg
_ 'The day which was enticipated by the Texans as big with events, dawned
uI?on thqm bright and clear; but before noon the weather changed, and the
sky became overcast and cloudy. The hours orept on at a snail's pace to the
Impatient senses of the Texams, and the approach of night was hailed with pleu-
s;z_re bg,thg rifleinen Iying in.wait, the company in the chapparal, which ‘with
z ;i%em,pbzzcﬁgs%zga;% : t% proper ;pcttmigt,‘an;id ttl)' the. Huntefs of the Border

y Who. to spriog into thei ‘ '
the decoy pal&t&?f Mexican Ial:megl. ik d e rt t}w frst appea‘ranoe of

) arper and Noon were in the. foremogt rank, quite fearless of th i
contest, and the masked battery of the énemy,' Cg,pthin Lorrimer st:odp?bl:;i':lg
a large grey horse, wearing nof only the accustomed side arms of an officer, but

grasping in his right hand his long apd deadly rifle, ‘His usually quiet and .

placid fentures were now stern an® threatening. i ; i
ang l?‘érved 1o deeds olfﬁpatriotic daring. e gnd h]? whole frame stimulated
he expression of Harper had also undergone a signel chan Th
Iandfcourage inspired in the youthful brenst by the _negtl-1 prospetie. of ju:tigﬁﬂg
. ;:rar are, and houorable distinetion won by undaunted bravery, imparted to hiy
efi\‘r]l]ng 1ore dignity, pride and firmness, then he had yet exbibited,
Ca o Hunters of the Border, in this cgse, bad voluntarily taken the post of
anger. They. were well aware that, if their plans did not operate precisely ac-
cording to preconcerted measmires, and they were. drawn. fully into the ambus.
cude, & destructive fire must sweep and decimate their ranks. Hat
of the emergencics of war, from which a trae seldier would not shrink. -
Y :mest came and lickéd his master’s hand, as if asking permission to attend
h}n_] i but patting him goﬂly upon tho head, Harper ordered him to remain be-
A ;Iég;ggg“y?sigogyd o{t {ow;&i) {,‘he _f:enftaa1 with a low whine of disappointment
« ‘ ing fo look back wistfully an ot '
) th‘l‘_'s)unw?ilcome ‘Ex’n iog 1o ¢ wistfully snd -deprecatingly at the anthor of
orville, whom Maurice had not seen since the previ i
up mT ll}l]ﬂilsldﬁ, I;lﬁunbed upon 1? powerful black hor frovions might, vow dashed
*Thais Jooks like a sortie,” id, « i in ti wi
Jou. Vhats o et e said, “ and luckily I am in time to go with

- Harper oxplpined to him fn a few words the canse of these de i
* Lust night he evaded me, or I shonld have mads this disco?e:'nsgll;ggllf]'.& ]
kiew that iie was tampering with the enemy, and had had sevéx:a{ interviewa
with & Mexican officers. I followed him as fisr a8 the timber, where T unforta-
nately logt ttack of him in the darluess ; but possibly T have made shmo dis.
,E?yﬁ-ﬁé&léﬁ; :rgl gggsglplfybme% ‘iti'l some sort, for the failure. A strong party

, ] vering, abo : it object is, rema
gt _de%@lq#éd."gg hou the camip, -What theit object is, remains te
* Have you actnally seen them ?” asléd Noél Noon, quickly.

this was oo -

-
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“ Yes; I was within sight of their camp-fires’last night ; wear enough to i -
bale the odor of the venison which was cooking for their supper. I think I saw -

" Rathburn among them.”

« Rathburn 1” exclaimed Noon, with a Start. ] ’ .

«1 fancied 50, but I was not near enough to be wholly certain on that point;
but providing I gm right in my suspictons, what think you does it augur "

Refore Harpe? or Noel had timie to frame.an answer to this question, & party
of Mexicans, with red streamera floating from the points of their lances, eame
dashing towards them'from the timber, * They drew “ap, however, before they
eame within riffe range, and turped their horses’ beads for » scamper In the op-
posite direction. T S L g

Lorrimer gave the ‘word to movnt, and in an instant the entire company was

- thubdering sfter the decoy lancerss On rattled the lalter, ,coﬁgmtglatiug-:them-

selves on the perfect-sabeess, thus far, of their stratagem. ‘
"They entered the timber at a gallop, pursueﬁ' by the powerfal Texan horses,.
whose weight and metal made the gronnd shake to !;heu' tread. = - .
Possibly.as the Hunters of the Border urged their fiery steeds towards the

* teeth of the concenled fog, they might have confessed & quickened Wenting of

the heart, and sensations of unpleasqnt expectation; bub there was no place in
their determined sonls for fear. : ‘ i )
The lancers, with their waving pennons aud gay eolors, swept on through and
past the ambuseade, and the Texars at full apeed reached the spot that was in-
tended to be the last scene in the changing drama-of e ..
While thie heavy tramp of the borderers shook the timber, a eafenin 'rngtle
of small arms salited their ears, and-a terrible shower of lead went whistling
over.and among them, eppiying some saddles, and wounding many of those res-
olute men. This discharge was' instantly followed by the Texan war-cry on
either side, und the sharp, decisive and continuoys craclk ot ihe Texan ‘tifle,
Spurrihg on out of the dangerous vicinage, the stomning roar of connen made
the woods give back deeper and mightier reverberations, and the lancers were
suddenly checked, thrown back and seattered as though a tremegdous billow of
fire aud fame had unexpectedly rolled up against and overivhelmed them.
The mounted riflemen had charged and taken the two she-pounders, and turn-

ed their muzzles upon the desoy-party, literally cutting them in pieces. Horses

and riders fell together in a bleeding and mangled nass.

The dismayed atd horror-stricken survivors spreng from their gaddleg, and
" yushed into the timber for shélter, there, perhaps, to meet the: naerring aim of

the Tezan rangers. 'The timber was now full of the tumult sud dissonance of
battle. 'The ambushed foemen, attacked fariously in the rear, were driven into
tha road, and the Hanters of the Border, turning, charged upon them like a
thynderbolt, seattering them as the fierce winds scatter antamn leaves. .
The other company of riflemen, at that crises now appeared in sight from the

. Bexar side, with the fleld-pieces, ready to open |:1pon them, ghould ‘they attempl

to retrent to the town. But completely broken, disheartened and astounded, they
thréw down their arms and begged for quarter, which was cheerfallygiveh.

If the men had not been tired with their day's vigil in the. woods, they would -

have advinced upon Bexar ; but it was considered best by tkose in command to
defer the attack, and the Texans marched back to camp, carrying quite & num-
ber of prisdners, and in high spirits - -
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.+ UCHAPTER XOL. - %
_7"'_ .+ !|¥HECODRT-MARTIAL, VISIT TOTHE EANCHE. -
“Tug 'tliéaehefy of Manuel Hﬁrt‘pmduc&d c(;ﬁsidérable excite i
. ’, ! i b X
mer's men,  Somg of them could sﬂmceli.believe that he had ngll; ?:ﬁgﬁggir I':c:
nﬁll-ﬁxem to the enery, and were, somewhat disposed to entertain the idea that
arper, disappoitted by not being chosen 0 lead them, had, concocted some in-

ggnions scheme to ruin his successfal rival,’ But such feelings and suspicon were

by no means prevalent or popular, the mejority plainly soeing his gui
- Upon | ,;fcp;‘i-ie()ﬁiug daya‘,éq‘uﬁt-martiaiw ‘syéa'lledy s bio gt y
. ]eaﬁ:,.?og;el,,Bg}zvig, ﬁ%ﬁ gﬁ:ﬁltimrligér éndﬁ)ther of.’t’iggxl‘]ss.mtmg of Geteral Bar
- Hagt strenuoysly ‘el the charges adduced against him,even when
and Harper testifled fo what they had heard. But the évi&enogﬁgv:;hsgeﬁ%?l’-
;181:5;1 cf;m; ;;ht% 2?;1:6 of thf .prexgqus ﬁ::ight,, the gipms}tion of the enémy the ap-
ce-of the decoy party, and in fact, everythi ] i ho ti
confirmed the testimonjl: ot}%pon and Hg.rpe:.y thiog that Vtrausplred o tFJe e,
Dorville deposed and said, that he had followed him to the precincts of Bexar,

three nights ago, where he (Hart) had been met bia Mexican officer, and the

two entored a house on the cutskirta of the town, where they remai

g kT fnr 1 y ) ! od

time. He did not deem it prudent o go near enough fo th% housénto lggfe?] k{)r:l%
when they came out, he heard them malte an appointment to'meet the next eve-
mg in the groyvthr of. post onk, where the other witnesses had testified to seeing

.. - o . .
Doaryille also gave other evidence of a circumstantial kind, which went against

the accused. - Hart asked for time that he might bring rebuiting testimony. He -

said that he could preye an alibi, and only wanted to gt i
in whose company E&%ﬂd paasedl’ the ﬁrat'};mrt of the i?gi:‘grd .t? certaln persans
No doubt ae'to his guilt remained, but the court, willing t6 show all the fair-
gtqssse a:&d clemtenc{ that wag. pniz:ble, gaive h;lm three days’ grace, with the offer
 sending a trusty messenger to any place i i ing: in hi
witnesses to prove.an a]ibi.g yp a jnight designate, to bring- in his

+ .

. o
This was a concession which Hart in realily did not expaet, and he embraced

the conditions gladly, agd a hope of escape wholly unknown tohis judges, sprang

Bp ‘;;l Sxis breast. . . -

- t 13 " 0 ' -
toll:'i ; ] % cgl:)ti ::ng:lz r:gg;]hng Ioad shaken from Lis mind, he was re-conducted
Noel Noon, having obtained permission to do 5o, visited i i
if popsible, some information of him.concerning'thé Rathbflirlflpgigﬁ;r: t%lialgé
could get no gat:sfactorﬂyﬁanswgrs. Ho wai more_confirmed, however, in his
previous opinion. thpt Hart had some lenowledge .of their present residence ;

< & . ¥ L

and he did not even attempt to deny that sich was the fact.  He refused to

hold any comtnunication with him, in reference t¢ i

by » ca to the .

ise ﬁigm '@'{igel, ﬁh}x:.t he {;vould assist him 1o eseape. maqun;, withput, & prony

“ Providing,” be said, “ that he (Noon) would exert himself strenuously t
onre Lis liberation, he would impart to bia all the information which b had T
mtggttb the maidens.” ? i all the mformal.tlon which he bad re-
ut a promise of this kind the honest fopester did not feel th '

orably make; consequently, the traitor's conditiona were ;.ﬁéecte?iti he could hon

¢ wARPATH' AND BIS VICTIM.

Having fajled to meke any discoveries in that direction, Noon and HMarper
resolved fo visit the Ranche on the Brazos, and endeavor, by all fuasibile meth-
ods, to,gain some clue to the sudden fitting of the Rathbuins. e,

Their journéy to that locality it will not be necesdary-to follow step by step ;
bat suffice’it to say, that they reached the spot near the close of the second day.

Everything.looked natural about the premises, There had been mo change in

the externals of the place. Some sheep and cattle ‘were feeding, ae was their
wont on the prairie on the east side of the corral ; and it wad evident that the

spot had ot been vistted by eneies, for in thot dase, the floeke nid brerds

would have been driven off, o
D emounting, they tarned theirs horses loose, of which Yiberty the jaded animals

were glad to avail themselves, The gate 6f the corral wig fasteped, but’ Noel
beiug nequainted with those miatters, soon contrived to open it. The door of the -

et e
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heuse a3 secured in a similar manner, but that difficalty wes overcome as rendis

o . _ heor
. tered, but all within was silent and gloomy. The ¢
i‘ﬁlzsestéhgfotggrpla}‘ehﬁgg ndeparted. The g\i:cefué forms aél](; pleasant voices of the
" mai e niot there to make it Home-like and agreeable, .
malli’:loetﬂlS tvlggr;(?u(;)g wien sat down with feelipgs of eadngss. N qonvloﬁked dpumg
disconsolate, and his eyes wandered restlessty sbout the room, as if he expected
1o gee the tidy figure’of Ramons startisg up from gome obscare corner.

« I can't think of stayin’ here all night,” he said, despondingly ; « for it ian't |

the place thabit yaed to be; by no means. Tet's go o our old campin’ ground,

. above here,”" -

ion Mauri willi ot; for the dwelling ap-
! i ition Manrice was very willing to consent; for the dwe
efr:t; }:: t?:tggf;désarted, that he seriously doubted ?rheti‘mr_:he-could sleep the:;.
P ‘While they Were- passing ‘from the corral, something white _upch the g_x'g&mh;
near the gate, attracted our hero's attention. e pie ed it wp. ta't'pm:he o
e a linen handkerchief, to which was.pinned o slip of paper, con lmng‘" fo
10\:9"113 yl;::l?ﬁég‘hna sudgenly resolved toleave the Ranche, und will give no'rga_si?n,
T e T acha s o iy g, and I 0 S0
within & few hours. I fedr that father has been un etood, and ks fn somo
. ower of thisman. ~This mysterions movement fills
:;fy vivnith eo,lgrtﬁ. Wao tremble with fe:.fi, and yet we know not W):'Is;;ts I would
e raing, but do not know. . RIS,
WI:l‘tenglt’h%m?; gfiﬁﬁg%h: gbgw?g have seen a Mexican officer with my fath-

er. 'Thiey crossed the Ranche together, unconscious that they were observed by -

‘or.myeelf, Perhaps we are o he conveyed to spme place in poss_ession
3'a$3“§1§xic£s. Whyl ,?:n these lines T scarcely know ;_ande do :g v:;thout
any othar than a vagne idea thiat they may in some manner he o use 0 .

Harper read this no ' sh i ined nothing definite in re-
er'read this note sloud, pad althougi_] it contained no
gaﬁaﬁé’&e ‘Jestination of the matdens, yet it scemed to revive th% hupe; lgf tktlg
foresters. The probahility was now pretty strong that they had ey taken o
goms town where the Mexicans were in possession, and Bexar mig

The more ﬁarpef and Ndon reflected upon the subject, the rhore they were.

' ; hied their
incli is opinion. Faruestly talking the matter over, they reac!
L?glﬁigionéh;gxﬂd, and- p:-océadeg withont delay to kindle a fire and cook soma
verison which they hud brought with them. thomseles I their

i red the demands of appetite, they wrapped themselves
b1£§;§ i:(i]s v:":}e soon lost in prof(iung slumbelalwhlle H%nest, a3 weary as they,
imself beside them sind slept na soundly. :
Str'?[‘tl(:ggitlll lhﬁaifl mounted high ip the keavens V;h(_m the fcz]rislslt:r i?ﬁvrvlg}i;. bylggggf
ad been suffering from a severe cold, had increase e [ -
:l]:': ;lnd‘-the momiqggfounﬂ him quite feverish ; so much so, that Harper recom

mended him to rempin quiet. while he wené out in gemrch of guch’ game a8 v‘muldd

t for him, under the circumstacees. .
beﬁgssuggee(]}ﬁd .in_,pmeuningﬁiew grﬂse,agdhwgs onoillx‘?ouv;agobiglé,w wl:f}l:o hleta
. sawafigare walking among the .trees beyond him. . Carlous, oW
:.gygﬁige?fe‘fmrrﬁeg;bn in that direstion, hoping to get a bétter view of the

person whoever it might be, . But the figure was.no Jonger in sight, and think. .

B¢ he i in. his inténtion, he abandoned the thoughtand seated
ing he- tirely baffted in. hijs inténtion, he al ; )
gi?ﬁfwt?:sge ! c{wi spring to rest. Ie had sat there but a fewﬂmlnum, wiheI:
the man appeared in full view advancing towerds him, evidently ungonseiou
that;hismovements were observed, s . .

A 13 lized him at onge ag Meltiah Moss. . o

. %;gl?srwr:;ﬁhis way, Meltiah 1. I have news for you,” sx'd Mrmpce, ad-
dressing him, “ Your friend Hart i in trouble” _
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The ltter stopped and surveyed our hero with an expression of genuine agtop-
ishment, not upmixed with fear. . - '
“ Borry to hear it, stranger. 'What's the natar of the tronble P replied Mosy,
when hehad recovered a measure 6f his selt-possession. DR
. Maarice told him what had happened, which'intelligence did not seem. to, af:
fect him greatly. . .

© Y s'pose bygones-is bygones, and you dow’t hold no hafdness?” said Moss, -

., “ I shall not remember your evil designs to your injary, providing yoy do not
give mefresh occasion to complain, in which.event I wili not be answerable for
what I may do.” . ‘ '

Harper then proceeded to question Meltiah in- regard to the AMlight of the
Rathburns, but conld. elieit nothing of any importance. Moss way entitely ig-
norant, or feigned to be, of the whole. matter ; only knowiog that they went
down the river very suddenly. . ) .

“I've been thinlrin’,” said Moss, s Harper wa# preparing to go, « that my-
‘lif? has:a’t been jest what i ought to have been, I have made up wy mind to
reform.”

-+ 'The experiment i3 worth trying. You will feel better for it, no doubt ;
aithongh, truth to tell, I have the smallest possible faith in your promises,” re.
Jjoined Maurice, ’ :

“ Just the state of things I expected.: bat havin’ been pretty sick lately from

. wound which you gave me at the Ranche, I have had time to veflact on my eon-

Aduct, and see that it hasn't quite come up to what & human critter ought to be,
I've been set on by others to injurg you, and to balenco the account, if fhe time
-ever comes whent I ¢an lend yon a belpin’ band, I'll do it )

# Perhaps it wont be best to discuss the matter much,” replied Harper, with
an ineredalous smile, « for yor doubtless romember that we have met several
timea hefore, and not under cirenmstances o enhance my opinien of you. If

there is any oponing threagh which Jou can eseape from the pollutions of your -

past life, I certainlyhope that you ‘may avail yourself -of it; but if you don’
wish to make me mistrust thaf you design to waylay me before I get back to
curglp, Tet the subject drop.” . ) :

arper gathered up his game aud moved on, At the distance of a bundred
yards, be turned and looked back. "Moss was leaning on his rifle, gazing fixedly
after him. - Manrice wondered what he might be thinking about at that particn-
lar moment, or what new pieca of mischief he was maturing,

When our young soldier reached the camp, Noel declared that he felt better

.aﬂ,‘after partaking of some of thabroth which Harper prepared for him, was

atfious to turn his face onde more in the direction of Pexar, Accordingly. the

- horses were caught, and they left the Ranche, though not without sadosss and

regret. - :
They had proceeded abont ten miles, when Noon becameuable to'zo farther,
They were in the heart. of the forest, and not & human habitation 'waznear. The

“forester did not complain, but a glance at his Aughed facs wag enongh to convince
- Maarice that he was very il!!. What was now to be ddne? Prompt nction was

certainly demanded. Seating Noel upont & log, Harper with the point of his
pocket, knifts opened a vein, and Laving token a3 miuch. blood a3 he considered ja-
dicious ‘closed it up in a .quick and masterly mouner, - Telling him to remain
where hé ‘was, our hero then.went in search of & campwhich he recollected to have
seen in that vicinity some months before, - ., ¢ . . . S
He was fortunate enough to find it, and Noot was condueted to it. Tt stood
close b'g the river, nnd huntersand settlers frequently made it a stopping place
Here they remained during that day and the next: waiting for a favorablechange
in the disease. The sick man was impatient of this delay to the last degree, and

Maurice had great diffieulty in keeping him quict. But their detention was in. .
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demnified by Bnding between the crevices of the logs of which the caﬁifaivﬁds]i‘ﬁﬂt
# small piece of paper, with the following lines ttaced upon it, evidently By Iris,
. but.without signature. ° . , R

"4 'We have come thus far on horsebacl:  We have stopped here to rest, for
this kind of exercize fatigues us exceedingly, We are still: ignorant of our place
of destination. ‘Father is stern sid silent, and sometimes harsh, Onr mindsare
full ‘of enxious forebodings. ‘This hote'may possibly meet the eyes of Noel Noon,

or some person interested in us.” S ' :

This note had much to do with increasing the restlessness of Noon.

On the third day of their detentiou, while Maurice wis himting, he saw o man
crossing the river in a.dug-out. Although a considerable distance from him, he
imagined that he had seen the same biefore.  Futl of this thought he walked down
the river, concealing his person from view by keepiig among the tpees, with the
intention of getting a nearer and better view of the individual who had excited
his curigsity. y L o
- Unfortunately there was an abrupt bend iz the river between him and the man
1 the dug-out, and before he had gone round it the object of hiz serutiny had
crossed and disappeared. Going down to the water's edge, he diseovered the
dug-out drawn up into the bushes, Examining it closely, be perceived that ari-
fle ball had passed théough one side, splintering it considerably. Tnstantly he
recollected the incident that had transpiredon bis first meeting with Manuel Hart ;
viz, the unlacky shot, and thé consequent bravado of the back-woodswhan,

If the latter had not been left-under arrest at General Burleson's camp, he
wotld not have hesitated to say that he had just seen hini erossing the Brozos.
But the facts in the case were very much against this sapposition ; for he deubt-
ed not that Hart had expiated his villanies in a terrible manner. Heknew
the sentiments of the officérs Tn regard to his guilt, and not ove of them believed
-that #n alibi could be proved, relative to his last interview with the Mexican of-
ficer,-where the traitorons plot had been fully developed.- . It-was proved that he
had been thers, as specified by two witnesses, and how conld it be shown by any
amoeifin; of rebutting testimony, that he was in another locality and otherwise en-
‘gag e . L o B

Harper purened his way to the camp, deeply cogitating thesubject. The sun
was just going down;, and the shadows of twilight were silently invading the for-
est. " Our hero was bat & sltort distance from camp, when Meltiah Moss sudden-
Iy glided from behind a tree, and stood before him, holding up his finger tqead-
monish him to cauntions utterance. T w

“ You have doubted my perfessions about tryin' to do better and reform like,
but I've come now to prove that I'm raaly in airnest. The Moderators got word

that Manbel Hart was in diffienlty, hovered about Burleson’s camp like greedy

kites, attaclked the guard one night, killed several of 'em, and-carried the traitor
‘in triumph.” He and a score of blackguards aro now in the neighborlwod arter
‘yousnnd Noel Noon, If yoi eint oft afore mornin’, you'll be dead men.” .
_ “ Oan all this e trus; Moss ' agked Harper, lookiog searchingly at- Meltiah.
*True as preachin’, and more so ; becanse I don't believe all preschin’a true
Thiz isn't quite all, neithér, Jack Lawleess, the chap as.calls himself the Texan
cab, i¢' with him; us fufl of wickedness as ever-a critter wad. " If you wint out of
this placn soon, your chance wont be wortk a charge of powder” -~ = .-

Tag Mawm or taE R.mcnn,_

OHAPTER XIII.
ROW: MANUEL'S PLOT SUCCEEDED.

For a time-];{a{'per remained stlent, reflecting upon the sirangs communicntfon
which had been made, ~The degree of importance to be a.tﬁs.cfiwd to. what Mose
had affirmed, was something not easily-determined ; for, hitherto that personage
hadproved & most diconsionsble rogne.  But now his manner appented, much
changed ; the expression of his countenance wag not so sinister, and hig voice wes
more earnest and mehning. - . ., . - i L C
- #You speak advisedly in this matter, T trust,” he said, vesolving to testhim, 80
far as he was ablotodoso. . U .

T have told you jest the truth and no more-; but I don"'much expect to make
you believe it, becanse, as my repution for veracity isnt cncommon, I rayther
expect that I have kept the company. of Jack Lawless.and sich kind of specim-
ents.of human natur.so long, that I've larnt meny things not necessary to my
well bein',”” responded Meltiah, ! - ) . . L

« There’s no guestion about it in my mind,” replied Maurics, with & smile;
s but,” he added: imimediately,.in a.serions tope,  if the marvellous tale thatl you
bave ben telling me be'strictly true, what,course am I to pursne?” .

« That's the very thing to be decided, - I think if T wag in your shoes, T shonld
shoulder my shootin® stick and cut Jike o streali | T ¥ep_gmlly finds that there's
notkiu’ searcely, lile a man's Jegs, when he's in difficplty. | The way /tis with me

when I see anythin’ like danger in the distance, I take to my taps kinder nafer-

ally, and leave it:at a two forty gait. But ag you are now situated, that doesn’t
appear to be altogether easy ; for without the practice of unususl cantion, yow'l
have Hart and his wolverines on your trail ; and.unless you're -oncommon sart,

- they'll Tun yow down for sartain, when you'll e worked off without the benefit

of court-martial, or.three days’ grace. If you stay. where you are, you'll have to
bear.a pretty hatd slege, and I don's see how yow're gain' to_do that, seein’ there's
only two.of you, and one sick in the bargain.” . U
+%/T'o oll- human sppearanee our chance to escope will be small, if we ndopt th'e
letter course ; and yet I do not know bow to act otherwise, becanse Noon:isn't
able to bear the fatigue of rapid travelling, at present.”. Lo L
«T know it's & kind of hard case, hut I dow’s see no way of helpin’ it, T've
done what [ thought wes right, and you'can iake what course” you like the
beat.” ’ A S o .
_ Meltiah Moss said no more, but shouldering his rifle, staliced away; Iqavnpg. our
hero in a sublime state of doubt and ungertainty., He reached the, camp in.a
“condition of unpleasant anxiely, and he had no definite meana of rendering, his
perplexities less harassing. Noon: was.worse. than he had beén hithetto, and
Harpor at first:questioned the propriety of telling him what he had heard ; more,
matare reflection;. kowever, induced him to lay the matter before his friend, who,
listened attentively, and 'expressed his opinion  to . tha eﬂ@(}t‘.‘.that\ﬂf‘e?]{e@w.s?{
streng probability of the wholabeing atriefly frae ;. t.ha.’t.ﬁart was,at’ ltg%o qfl’-.z
"ing oblained his liberty through the instrmmentality. of a parly of Modgratorg—
the same doubitless spoken of:by Dorville—and, stimulated, by a desira for retal-.
jation, he had induced his friends to join in an entorprige against Harper and

bimself, Nothing was more likely. Next to the love of life, the thirst* for re
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wenge is paramount with bad men. Hart had objects to gain, and putting

+ them both out of existence, he doubtless considered it an important step in the
consummation of his designs, They therefore might expeet the worst, and the
probabilit{ of falling into the hands of the ‘traitor was indeed too strong not to
excite real apprehensions. ‘

The Moderators, many of them, were men aggregated from the foating popu-
lation of Texas, fugitives from justico from other states, persons withont moral
principle, with few ties to bind them to any place, and with no visiblé meaus of
gaining a livelihood. Therefore, an easy, vagrant life accorded best with thefr
dispositions and previouns-habits. “What are esteemed crimes among the healthy

portions.of community, were by them deemed matters go common-place, as to be -

of very Iittle, or of no jmportance.

To fight the Regulators whenever opportunity offered, to. appropriate any

horses, which they might find, to their own usé; or any other available property,

formed distinguishing traits in their charneters. Nof that all who belonged io.
thig restless faction were men destitute of honesty, and soild to the commission or

crime, but there were too many of that stamp mixed up with it, to make.it an
agency of good to the country. “The more peace-loving, quiet and corservative
members of this organigation stayed at home, minding their bwn affairs’; and it

was only such-as we have deseribed, who moved .sbout in'predatory bamds, for -

the purposes named. C ‘
oon proposed leaving the place as speedily ss possible ; having good

horses, he believed they might be able to leave. Hart and his fellows be-

hind. .

Hasper thercupog remyinded him of his illness, which in the excitement of the .

moment he had almost forgotten, Noel's countenance instantly 1ost its hopefal
expression, and he ackuowledged that fo stay where they were appeared to be
the alternative, although twenty o two were fearful odds, - : :

Having decided relative to this point, Harper set about putting the eamp dn

a3 good .o state f defence as possible. He prepared barricades to-fasten the
deor, made loop holes in various places, and pub their. pistols and rifles in
EEOp_:r ‘order. Noel aedisted him Jn this as much as his feeble condition weuld
mit. ) L ‘ ‘ ‘ :
Until midnight they awaited the a; proa‘ch of their expected enemies with not
a little anxiety, when they relaxed their vigilance, sémewhat inclined to heliave
that the alarm had been entirely without foundation. Maurice persusded the
forester to lie down and attempt to get the rest -which he neéded ; and. while

Fiviug him a simple decoction of herbs which he had prepared, both. ‘were start- . .

Weapons. ‘ .
“ Who knocks 2” demanded Harper.
 Meltiah Moss,” responded & voice without.
* Are you-alone 1" ‘ :

ed by a gentle knocking at the "door. Instantly the ‘hunters canghit their

Moss replied that he was; and if Harper had‘ any doubt of it, be could Took -

out and satisfy himsetf,

Qur héro opened the door and Meltish entered.

“ Why do you dome, and what news do you bring " ‘

*I come becanse twa and one make threa ; and in & case like this, three might
be 8 great deal better than two. I don't greatly like to fight in the open: air,
hecause I allers liked somethin’ atween te and the enemy ; and these logs hava
the appearance of bein’ bullet proof. If Eart und his'fellers should come up,

you noedn't say pertickerler that I'm here, becauss it might work agin me arter .

wards. If we should have' to knogk.under I've got som¢ hand-cuffs in my

pockets which I ¢an jest stip on o my wrists, and'make "em think I'm here agin -

wy will, 4nd & prisones,”

* - intrader. -
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Neither Noon nor Maurice could belp smiling at the ingenuity displayed by

their new ally, who seemed resolved -to secure his personal safety in‘all cases

here it ossibile. ) .
N 'fli lilaif;:?tliold you the nows, yet,” resumed Moss, *T've seen Warpath, and

you may expget him afore mornin’, with soveral of ‘his heathén éritters as he

calls warriors. IF it hadn’t been for that eéxpectation, T faaly don’t think yon'd
have seen Meltiah Moss in this here establishment ; becauss as I've & conatitu-
tional wéakness which atlers make mé jine the strongest party. I #’pose, how-
gomever, it's somethin’ a kind providence has giftad me with, to keep me-out: of
danger ; and notwithstandin® T've got that blessin’ éo abmmdantly, T aiut sinfally
proud of if, by no’ means, becatss everybody has some distingaishin’ virine that
shines brighter than others.” g .

This time Meltish Moss was indecd “the herald of cheering news, although
neither of the foresters weve yet dizposed to rely implicitly upon his asgever-
ations. o : ’ : L ‘

This conversation had scarcely ceased, when Noon descried a man approach-
ing the camp from the river. The parties watched his coming with much inter-
est. e announced his arrival by o peremptory knocking, The foresters al-
lowed hiin to repeat this demonstration several times before giving any indi-
dication that he was heard ; and then Harper demanded the business ef the

« T've come to see if thar war anybodyhere. Thai™s a feller eritter down below
that's shakin’ his clothes off from him with the fever and gger:” L

«I regret to heéam it replied Manrice. * Better give him some quinine.”

# Must give him somethin’, I feckon, stranger, or he'll shake himself

him in.” o .
. % That’s hambug staff " muttered Mog, in an under tone. -

“Tole him on your shoulder and bfog him right along,” returned’

Noon. K .

“ Couldn’t thizk of it! Weighs two hundred and fifty,” replied’ the
man. © R ' : ' N . . ‘
- #1 know the varmint—don’t trost him,” added Meltiah,

# Aint you comin’ ?” cditinued the applicant, impatiently.

# Wait until morning,” said Harper. ; T C

* What | and let-a feller critter diel” That isn't the nature of my bringin’ up,
It allers puts me in pain to see o poor man die for want of a little attention. T
never could bear to see an individusl shakin’ himself away to ‘l‘s:ingdom come with
the ager,” ) : ‘ co L o

Hagrpér thereupon assured the fellow that he did not see fit to comply with his
reguest ; upon WEich, with some farther importunity, he went away, apparently

highly indignent at his ill guccess.

Af the expiration of n quarter of an howr, three peréous-sil_)peared bringing
what appeared to be a heavy burden. As they drew neaver, it proved to bé
man. . . ‘ . - .

« More gammon 1" said Meltiah, ‘

“ Stay \ghere you aré—don's come eny néarer!” shquted Noon, through a
loop-tole. o ‘ : ‘

“¥We've got the man. with'fever and ager, and ho ehakes 50 that it takes two

- of i o hold iz koy on? g
« Approach al your peril I replied Noon.
% You ean't be so onhuman as o deny sh
spokesman of the party. .
P Ie’?]t.ahim downpang let him come along, and we'll take care of him,” re-

tarned: qu].

lter to & sick person,” retorfed tha

- into foturity almost directly. Want to get you to go down and help bring -

.
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« (Jan’t walk & atep, the travel ia all shaken
«Yon're sure he ean't walls 1 ‘
« Not if all the Camancher were after him.” . R
“ I'lL test that,” said Noon, in a low voice to Harper, and immediate-dis
charged one barrel of his pistol. - - - L
" The effect of this harmless shot was instant and wonderful ; th& dropped the
sick man, who; the moment he had recovered from the shock of his unexpected:
fall, sceambled to his-feot, and scampered away -after his companions,. without
giving any porlicular indications of the shakes, . - = -
« Now. they'll have to vomnsk their battery,. U take it observed Mell iah, and

out of him.” was the rejoinder.

he was quite correct ;-for in a fow. moments & party of:eightesn or tweng per- .

sons appeared in sight, headed by Manuel Hart; who insclently ordered T
and his friend to come out-to them, stating that refusal woulded be attend with
“promptand summary punishmest.. . - .. S
To this demand, our friends of course paid no attention.” Manuel stormed
sind threatened, apd advanced as near the camp ashe dared. Noon assared him
that if he fired upon them, they should retarn the compliment, snd admonished

him to freep. off;, but he refused to listen, and after. consulting & fow moments -

with Jack Lawless, told some.of hig coadjotors to commence hostilities. by firing
upon the ecamp, whep saveral balls perforated the door, and lodged in logs at the
opposite side, ’ " - R
oth Harper and hie friend wers at loss how to act under the circumstances,
The idea of shedding blood. was repugnaut to their feelings'; and yet there ap-
ypeared fo be.no other atternative. Stern necessity bade tiem retaliate and: deo-
fend themielves to the last. They doplored the urgency of the emergeney which
,i:)om elled them to furn their arms againsi tho% who ought to be neighbors and
rethren. . . . ’
“ We must return the fire,” said Maurice,  but for one, 1 will endeavor to
wound without destroying life? e - . . . A S
“ [ haven't been. gifted with no such nice scruples as them,” said Meliiah,
“ and I wont say that<hem ps [ hit 'l live EL T
Harper discharged one of his barrels, and the right arm of a fellow reloading -
his rifle, dropped powerless by: hisside, The ball bad-passed through - it break-
ing the bone, Noel and Moss both folfowed . his example in firing, and their
shots took effoet, inflicting apparently serions injaries. S
Intimjdated by this unanticipated demonstration, the parties fell hastily back,
taking, shelter under the bank of the river from whence they continued to fire at
random taking good eave to expose their persens as little ag possible.  Know-
ing that this mode of warfare would not effect their object, unless some, chance
shot shonld pass through a erevice or the door, and &o the bloody deed which
- was in contemplntion, Hart incited his companions to make o sudden charge
and perform the work at onee. . ,
.T'his they attempted, but met with & reception that repulsed them, with the

loss-of two of their number, while at the same-time Hart was wounded in the '

shoulder. - . ; »
Men of real resolution and eourage would certainly’ have pressed the atfaek
withont onee thinking of failyre or retreat ; but this faction not heen en
in & worthy canss, conld not summon fo their pid those high gualities which el
ways ensnres victory ; and after spme consideration; withdrew,; taking with-them
‘t]heirl— wounded. What their object was, the next chapter will, more. fully
evelop. : e . Lo
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CHAPTER XV,
L .
THE LIPAN CHIEF.
Baakring with the pain of his wound, clingrined by his want of success, and
thirsting for vengennce, Manue Hart prepared to make a more bild, decisive at-
tack. In carrying out hiy putposes, he had not anticipated any vesistance, sup-
posing that Harper and his friend would at oncé succumb to hiz demands, and
awed by numbers, not be presamptuons enough to offer any resistance. - .
Havmg been so much disappointed in this expectation, he was nowmore than
ever desirous to put his original intentions into-execution. . His coadjutors, also,
“on account of the punishment which they had received, were impatient to make
a more effective demonstration. The faction was divided into fonr parties. who
were 10 edvance upon the camp in different directions ; and as they believed
there wére but two persons to oppose them, they could not well resist an attack
made at 5o many points. : - : .
Another irgenious deviee was resoried to, fo secure their personal safety in .
this unequal warfare, and was ah expedient which brave men, would haye scorned
to adopf, under the circomstances. - ‘ R
They felled & large cypréss, eut it into lengths corresponding to the height of

" aman, and then split them in the manner that tiles afe riven, 'These pieces

were of sufficient width to cover a person advancing, and thick enough,.as they
believed, to be bullet proof.  Each man was to carr{: one of these monster tiles.
before him, and thus advance with impanity upon their victims.

_This acheme Gertainly looked very hopeful, and while they were maturing it,
we will see how things ave going at the little cabid, which was being besieged,

_'Whila they were gloomily listening to the axes of their assailants, Harper,
who was looking from a loop-hole on the west side of the structure, fancied that
ke saw a ﬂ%‘ure creéping;stealthily towird them from the cover of the frees. At
first he conld not determine whether it was really & person approaching, or some
animal that wag, perhaps,” a noctarnal prowler about the premises.” On this
point hig douhts were not of long continuance. . 'The appearance advanced, grew
more distinetly defined, and confirmed his first conjectures. It was a human
béing, whose object evidently was to approach the eamp; but what his inten-
tion in so doing might be, wos yet to be made apparent. Nor did that remajn
a matter of undertainty. The little party was clated with hope, when at length,
the form of Warpath. the Lipan chief, was sufficiently defined to be recognized.

Maurics ingtantly ‘thrust his handkerchief through the opening and shaok it.

to assure him that he wag seen, and his motives appreciated. | )
. - Beejpg this friendly signal, the red man glided quickly forward, and was -
‘stantly: admitted. ) _ . .
T have come,” he snid, in a low and Impressive voice, “ I huve come to. put .
my heel on the head of the big mocasson snake, and crush him into the ground.
He shall crawl o longer among the sheltering brakes, nor crotchi in the dark’
swamps. He sball strilke no more with his treacheious fangs whils he Inrks in
the bending grass. I'have come with my braves to éut out his tongue, and dés-
troy him, that my white brothers may walk among his favorité hamnts without
fear of being bitten by & serpent that never hisses before e fixes his fangs -nto
the flesh of his victim.” =~ . ’ B T

«Thé words of the Lipsn ke cold water to one that i3 thirsty,” responded,
Harper, : Lo ,
"4 Or like the voice of the Master of Life,” added Noon.

Y
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i« Or like o tree that shelters one as doesn’?ilike to Gght in the open air, with

: in' afore him,,” said Meltiah, sentimentaliy. S )
lm't'hl?ve just Yeen to look at the. white.;tra{-tqr." resumed Warpath, « He is

reparing to pounce upon you as some foul bird upon his prey. Part of my
Brlwes will cotue into the mp; the others will remain concealed among the
trees toettack themin the rear, dnd 8o cut them o . :

. Nothing could, be urged ageinst the wisdom and practicability of this plan ;
But Harper ventured t0 express an earnest hopd that human life should be re-
spected as much a8 possible. . They were,-he' averred his countrymen, but men.

. who' were nnbappily misdirected ; they had fatally mistaken the way of happi-

nesy ; bad influences were contioually acting’ ugon them; they were ignorant
+nd perverted minds, and in fact, were more truly. ohjepts of commlsem,t.log than
¥ vengeance, :

Noon endorsed these'goptiments to'a certain extent, but expressed the idea -

that' our hero was probably too lenient in his foelings, forgettjng in his -compas-
gion, the elaims of jnstice.” A floating populntion of this kind e considered an
absolutely curse to. the couptry. Reform conld-scarcgly be hoped for while such
depraved consociations existed. He believed that they should be thinned out
like noxions weeds in & garden, . They needed something to startle thg:.‘ Com-
thon-place warnings would not do ;. they must be made to contemplatel death in
its miost sudden and appaRing aspects, in order that they might pause and ask
themselves if they were prepared for a similar fate. " Men who associated for
criminal purposes, in large bodies, he said, seldom reformed, but, rather grew
warse. : o o e
_ Warpath Jistened respectfally to thess thoughts and suggestions, and then re-
plied to the purport that he had taken the matter into bis, own hands; that he
waa a chief—should lead hjsbraves where and against whom he deemed it wise.
The responsibility, in-this.case, he gave them, to understand, was his own. -
" They hiave,” ho added, “ wronged my people. T'hey have spilled the blood
of the nnprotected Lipan, when they found him sleeping: in his cabin, or hunting

in the woods. ‘I'bey have slain our” warriors, and insafted our women. They

have no people and' no country; they belong to nobody, they -bave: no homes,
no.governments, and 1o love to bind them anywhere. They are unfit to. live,
"and I have said that many of them sbail perish, ' Do not speak ; the anger of

tlie Lipans ia kindled, and burhs with a fervent flame. Tt asks for victims to

apponge the manesof their departed braves. They shall have them!” -

Pilj\]'oon and Harper made nqpi*eti}y, The proud dignity. of the chief forbade
rejoinder, ‘Phey lnew that his resolution was fized, and could not be changed.
. A band of dark and robust warriors came gtealing into the camﬁl. In the
dim moonlight they were grim as war-paint could make them, and silent as
spectres of the dead. . The eabin wis soon full of them, and iron barrcls were
bristling from every erevice and apertore. - e

Though truly grateful to Heaven for this providental rescue, H\arpen_*:;?uld

not witness these preparations without regretting that the misdirceted passions
of men should lead t6 such results. . He did not forget, however, to express in a
dignified and feeling Tnanier, his serige of gratitudeto the brave Lipan.

Meltiah Moss was, hié}xly ‘Pleased with the tarn affairs was now taking. Hg

had ‘Ditherto entertaingd’ some serious apprehensions concerning his persondl
safoty (n thing uppermost in his mitid), but now he had the indeseribable "satis-
fiction of ,_‘ﬁndiugiiﬂiself batked by the strongest party. c
“Meénntime the decisive and eventful moment drew near. The Moderators ap-
proached cantiously at four points, holding up before them. the cypreas tilea
ch they had riven'for thepurpose. * - _
« How much better "twould be for them " said Meltiah, ® if they wonld take

that business altogether, and do nothing but make shingles.”

The Mim or e RANCHE.. ( 8%

. Tguorant of what awaited them at the cabin, and of the-danger that Jagked
around them withont they advanced with a feeling of secarity and- confidence
which they had not beford- experitnced; Protected. by their wooden shialds,
they even' jested'and liughed a they *approacked. Thiey- were: quite sure that:

they had circumvented the-two foresters, and that they'woald smrrender: without -

farther resigtance, It was a fatal mistake, - ‘
On came the asseilants, aod nots ghot-wasfired.. The Lipans were waiting

the expected signal from ‘theif ehief. It “came ak length like the shrill ery of

the eagle; whep Tie makes s swoop-and bears off: in trinmph his stroggling prey.
The camp sliook with™ the vohemenep: of the - discharpe that burst from. it on

every side, while-thie'trees and this forest scenery were lighted np. almost simul- .
- taneously with a contitusds fire which poured its destruction upon the agsailanta”

in the rear. ‘ ‘ . R .
'The wall of wooden shields was beaten down, the -hands that held thém lost -

* their strength, either by the power.-of ‘the angel of death, or through terror; and.
goon the spot wheré Hast-and bis dissolute .companions. had stoed was hidden

from view by a dense cloud ofs smoke, . - . . o
The leaden volleys digd :net cease; they continued to' sweep the surrounding
ground with rapidity.’ - ]
rushed as if by a commoni impuise from the wood-and the cabin.
Maanrice shuddered; for-he kiew their purpose; and while they were gone, he-
heard mingline with theit shonts of exultation, hollow groans and sharp -cries

of agony. But the latter indications were.s0on hushed ; a solemn silence broog- -

ed over the scene. The sulphucous smoke rolled away like dissolving mist, The-
rosy dawn reddened in'the far off west, and strugpling. beams of light came to
dispel the dominaney of night. - R ‘

The Lipans erected a wir-post in frent of the cabin, and forming a.circle
about; it, performed the-scalp dance, while gundry red trophies of savage victory
were geen suspended at their belts, ~

Harper aid Noon did not examine the spot where the Indians had performed
the last] and to them, important rite in the usages, of barbaric warfare. T'hey
did not-aslhow many hed fallén, or-the names of thosa who had been awept
away by the besom of degiraetion. They did not inguire if the body of Man-
ueiigart had-been recognized, or whether he had csceped the effeets of this sig
nal blow. - : . . . ..

Meltiah, whose couscienee was of a very complacent and yielding nature, did

not trouble himself about these nice -mofal distinctions, but shouled, danced,. .

nenaced the wat-post, and hacked it with hie hatchet ag bravely and vauntingly
as the warriors themselves. Probably his reform notions had not had sufficient
time to leaven the whole lump of his disposition, ) -

- Haying shoken hands with Warpath, and thanked hig braves in.a becoming.
manner, our heio ahil hig friend mouinted their horses and left the spot, glad %o
beliold ndw scenery, and to banish- from, view the evidences-'of humen conflict |
which had been so recently, presented on everyside. The excitement which
these stirring scenes had -prodaced in Noel's system, hod effocted o happy resnit, .
A gentle' perspiration was induced which the- exercise of riding on Il)mrseback
kept up, thus relieving the eutaneous vessels from ohstructions; and thirowing off
the fever whichi’had prevailed. : .

* * ® . % & *® % R &

' We musf now fequést” the “reader- to - aceompany us to another =eens, leaving -
our two friends to pursue their way at leisare to:Barléson's camp. - We will go -
to a eubstantidl dwalling situated on the Rio San Miguel, a little below San Ap
tonio de Bexar. . . R

The building alluded to, at the dute of.our story, was surrounded by a high

>resently the firing wag suspended. The red warriors
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wall of considerable strength, and had formerly been:a convent of some note: ..

: ’ fallen into-decay xod neglect, and had, of late years, been inhabited
g;tahiz%f:i:te; :? :',[lxmrity, n);ost of whom had . left the place since the opening
ot

the war. .Qur business being with other characters, we shall not particular-

Iy notice those two of threc sisters, who are still seen occasionally gliding in.and
remises. : L
: f‘!‘éggét‘]‘?ill; a gloomy apartment of thia time-worn fabric, are two females. They
are'our heroins and her sister,’ The former.sits at an antiqne desk writing, * It
the cogventionalities of civilized life will o_verlqok the impertinence, we will
ventnre to giance ‘over the shoalder of ‘the fair oné who is putting her thoughts
upon paper. ~ The words which are traced read in the follgwing manner : "
“This uncertainty and mystery grows every day more insupportable, Why
+ we are forced o make this Iong journey to this cheerless place, I do not know,
and yet I cannot bub suspect its object s-for it involves the honor and probity
af -one whom pature should teach me to reverence and Jove. Alas! I fear I do
neither. - But i it my fault? “Would not paternal care and tenderness on hia

pat, meet with'a proper response from me? I ¢an remember when he appear- |

ifferent ; but now the inflnence of that bad man is upon him. My mind
g?tegl reve?ts’ to that singular stranger, Dorville. T know not why I am so much
attracted towards him, My thoughts-fly to him as.to a friend, while 1 am wholly
ighorant of his character and history.—~What shall I write concerning that gal-

lant Virginian? - What shall T say in extenuation of the wrong 1 have inadver- -

. tenitly done him? I sincerely hope that those dark rumors concerning him are
:el::‘tolt{hded-—ha.vin their solg origin in the brain of an unserupulous enemy, But
“why should I perplex myself with this subject? Why does my mind occupy it-
gelf with one who may be unworthy of my interest, aud whom I may never scc
again—Famona is sad ; she i3 doubtless thinking of honest Noel Noon, and the

new alliance which father proposes for her with the Mexican officer—Captain .

rales.” - - :
M(’)I‘he reader will perceive that whut we have rend appears to be an extract
from a diary, which is veally the case; and npon looking at the preceding pages,
we shall find records of an earlier date, having reference to the journey from cur
herolne's homia on the Brazos to her present place of residence, but which we
will not stop to examine. We will jonly make one more extract from the same
page, and under the date which she is now writing. ‘ .

#The whole plot is developed at last, and it is much worse than I had antici-
pated. My suspicions io relation to-Manuel Hart have indeed been but oo well
fonuded. He secks, by the practice of the most cruel duplicity, to make me his
wife ; and my father advocates his cause-—nay insists upon my compliance, using
langnage towards me which fills my mind with terror. hither can I fly for
velief 7Who will espouse my cause, sad protect me from oppression so unkind, so
unjust, so repugnbnt? . 1 have never hefore been truly unhappy, bot now I am
indeed wretched. 'I'he Tude weodsman has been here with Captain Morales, and

has declared himself in terms too plain pot to be understood. T exprepsed my

i ; he grew insolent, and left me in anger. : .
mﬁ: ﬁ?ﬁt{; tprgi}f;im th% danger of which Dorville warped me. Strange Dorville !
I'wish I could see him. At present I msy consider myself & prisoner. Ramo-
s is equally unhappy, and we think of att.emptn;n, to ezcape from this place,
Bat where should we go for shelter and sympathy 2" :

Having perused the foregoing, the reader will be'able to form a tolerable ac-
ctivaterides of the sitwation of the Rathburn girls. He will understand what
Manusl Hart was doing, while he was connected with the Hunters of the Bor-
der; ani be able to aceount for liis mystérious goinge and comings, while a4 Bur.
lescn's camp. L . \
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OHAPTER XVL
L A STRANGH DISCLOSURE v :
“T'ne maidens were daily allowed the privilege of walking in the garden within
the enclosure, but Raghbuts sirictly enjoined on them that they were on no ac-
count td-attempt to go beyond. . The exeuse which he made for thig injunction,

* was that the country wos in such e troubled state that it would not be safe. to

do so, for enemies might be lurking in the viciniiy, from whom they might ex-
pect insalt and captivity. ' : S ‘
:Although both the girla believed that thiz 'was not the real motive that in
fluenced him, they were prudent enough not to expresy their sentiments.
- On'the evening succeeding the foregoing scene, Iris and Rardona wishing for
fresh air, availed themselves of what liberty was granted them, and walked among
the trees and shrubbery within the grounds atiached to the house. "Their st

. prise was grent when they discovered that new end significant precautions bad

U
Leen taken. T'wo Mexican soldiers were keeping guard over the premises, and
the points of their bristling bayonets could he seen above the walls, s they paced
regularly their rounds, - : ‘ * '
Iris, who was the fivat to perceive this cireumstance, immediately called Ra-
mona’s atiention to the same, askicg her whether she thought the sentinels were

-.to watch their movements and prevent their escape, or to secure their safety, and

warn them of the approach of those who might not respect even female helpless--
ness and jouecence. : ' ' .
Her sister was of the opinion that the first supposition wag correct; for their
father’s manner had changed much of late, and it was evidently his intention to
coerce them into . alliances repugnant to their better foelings, and in directions
where their affections were not engaged, nor could be on account of the dispar-
ity of taste, age and pursuits. .
- 1 bave been attempting,” she added, « {o analyze his thoughts and intentions

+ =10 gain a 'deeper insight into his pature. Y know that he was ever irritable
in disposition, and subject to fits of melancholy, but. he never manifested that

forbidding steroness that now marks all his conduet. There ia 5 deep mystery
langing about his actlony which remains to be fathomed. I sometimes fear that
hiz réason s dethroned.” ) : ‘
“ He is absent minded, and often has to be addressed several times before ma-
kibg any answer. I have watched him during his solitery walks in and sbout

this enclosure, and witnessed indubitable evidences of a mind suffering great anx-.

iety and unbappiness, if not remorse.  You know that our sympathies flow out

. /in favor of the patriotic Texans, and futher formerly was imbued with' the same
'feeling ; hut How changed is he now 1 It ia true (I s%euk it withshame and regret),

that he holdd corredgpondence with the enemies of Texas, You are aware ihat

" he talks much with Cuptain Morales, and is frequently with him. It lls me with

sorrow to see him fampering with those secking t6 enslave our counteymen, and
place upon their linsbs the shackles of bondmen, S
“ 1 have long obsered his growing partiality and sympathy with the degrad-

ing poliey of Santa Anna, bt vespect for the paternal cimracter bas hitherto

prevented me from speaking Lo you so freely on the subject, There is one thing
perhaps that you may have remarked,” she.added, in' a low tone; « that is, that
our father hes an.inordinate thirst for gold. I fear it iz his idgl-—the ambition
of his life—the predominating idea that haunts him always. It pursues lim
during the ddy, and distirbs his dreams by night. I have noticed the mental pain
which he appears to suffer, and though he never realized to me my bighest con-
ceptions of a parent, I behold, with secret dread, his increasing sternness, . Shall
I say it, Ramona— he never wag to me a father, and the chords of my affections
uever respouded to what few words of endearment he mey have bestowed upon

e e T
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! -
wo in happier days. There has boon-(whyshonld I conceal it} an impassable
gulf between us. ¥ conld not pess over to him, because the abyss intervenin

was not bridged over with gentleness.- There it & part of my nature that still
Jiea dormant, within me; aud his yoice-can never.aronse it to actipn,and develop

its beauties. You arg his favorite ; to you he sometirtes opens his heart. There °

are évidently moments when he loves you; and I am really. glad:that there is even
one-being who ean, at times, call out & spack of ,humgni,ty{?r_om his bosom.”

“ Your observations are just,” replied Ramona. *He has .shown more kind-
nesy to me than fo you, He says Y am more like him in, person, and -reminded
Jlim more of our dead mother. ".Cur orggnizations - are digsimilar, in. many res.

_ pects. Your mind is of a Bner textare, and your intellectnal facnities more ex-

, {mnsive' that mine, I feel that you are my superior, ard have.stronger claims to
Hivoritism' than myself. Buat the season of his tenderness ig ‘past,.and why should
I speak of 142 ] — . . o ,

ﬂh Blflusb 1" eaid Irig, in & whisper. © He is approaching, and Hart is
with him."” . ' - .

‘The maidens instantly secreted themselves behind some dense shiubbery to
avoid beingseen. Rathburn and Hart approached conversing earnestly. Por-

 tions of the cenversation the young ladies were able to hear.

" Hart appeared o be in ‘bad -temper, while Rathburn was gloomy,.and also
-sofewhat irvitable, = K cL . v

“I tell youI wont be put off” said Maouel. “I'm ready to doall I sald I
would. The gl i here, and there’s nothin’ to hinder.” ’

“ T'ry soft words,” tes%onded Rathburn. = = :

“Dios! Much good they will do! I'd as soon think of .cosxing a fox from
his hole with corn, or catchin’ a weasel asleep. Iecan tell by the flash of the
girl's eye, that fatterin’ ways aint of no use, whatsomever. Nothin’ but fear
anfiii fgrce IWiil:' ever bring her to it, and you might as well make ap your mind to
it first s Iast.” : ‘

“ Businéss enough! business enough! i:o'marry off two young women against

- thelr wishes] I'm perpléxed and harassed nearly tomadoess. Hart, you'll make

~ wouldn’t-be able, I takte4

- can put off lenget; and
take ity

1

e desperate.” .

“ You know what I can do," rejoined Mapuel, sullenly, = . o
’ 1‘_‘ ]Eetrayi‘ng our countrymen for money, is another thing I don’t greatly
relizh.” - k : ‘ :

 Itll aliways be well for you to bear in mind the perticorlers of that il case,
for fear your conscience "Il get too tender,” added Hart, with'n sneer. -

“ Maledietions npon yon and the will, both ! retorted Rathburn, bitterly.

*“What you're doin’ nint no worse than whet you have done ; and a.good pile
6f bank notes or Mexican dollars will make a good salve for your conscisnes.
You know if T shw;aeak to the gal, and tell her what I know, you

) excreise any more authority over her ; and if the
news should get to certain ears, you might be accommodated with lodgings in
habitation made of stons, and ornamented with grated windows” - -

“ The old story—the old story!” muttered Rathbuen, moodily. I never
shall.hear the last'of it. You always stand in my path like an eyil gening, to
pervert my hetter inipulses with threats and—-", : o ‘

“Gold,” added Hart, sarcastically. ) e
- “Well, if I must sell myself to the—what time will satisfy you 2% .

“A week ja the longest-strotch I can think of, but Captain: Morales :you

ere wont be 80 much' objection in thaf. quarter, 1

thbufn fnvged s moment, . L
gﬁén’s sake, Hart, can’t you forget this, and be & man! he exolaim.
d - . . v L L

illFar
¢d, at léng

- her4n & wedk.”
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Mawel's brow gréw -dark, sud & more sinister gloom-.gathered?‘lllpagl??
aountenance. o ) e et yave Toreod & ol
¢ ! «“to New Orleans, and tell that you have forged
cixéalteflm;roﬁ’ sri?tgr?: g;ild c?f‘ what belonged to her,-and shut her oiat. of .youf n.f.-
oo e e oversprend Rathburn, He pressed ‘bis
) ; - oversprend ‘the features of rn, pressed ‘bi
hatild :;:sﬁa%d?:iﬁ;eii h?s fogehead, and seemed to stagger beneath the intensity

of“l%s‘;;;n(iggg),s E‘s;mke', Hart,'don’t gpeak 50 loud ! Bome one night hear—it might

' ruin me, you kuoW, and T never tould look the pels in the face again, if lthey

showld mistrost thig,  Wliat mise 4 it i to be a villain." “
: %:s‘:_s;?ssh;o ‘iivxﬂ;?;ulr :?nig:t !‘?Iﬂt:l ghall be-done. I ¢an be stern, harsh a.-nfl fla‘
cided, and I-will Eeit:e . . . N
:: g:;:' %%%?gi sﬁcwgd with the captain #* added Rathburn,:anxiéus to ehar.age
the bject an app with ki tonight, to finish up the
« Swimmingly! I have an appointment with him to-night, o 1 ’
aﬁ‘ai?.w“?[‘:’? %rl)ypa,y me half oprt ‘down, and ‘the rest arter the Hunters of the
done for.” - o i .
Boft}?: :l::illﬂ:ous transaction, and you may expect something Lmrss tlhnn ime
isonment, if you get detected.”
o lﬁ]:r?:]el glanced uneasily at_Rgthb_urn',, . cnickd
«J hope you don’t think of mﬁ:lrrélhm'?thhe i@::g;qmc ¥. \
LA it 2 veturned the other, drily. o
« g(:l ﬁggg‘ilg‘h:w}?;gtpeo;fe T do. Folks as '} vob a friendless gal may be

* tempted, to do almost anythin’. . I dare gay, T shan't nevérido worse than for-

_gil‘]"Nﬂ'owli.},l{;re nomore! Let it be understood between us, that you ghall have.

< t i) ht-" I -V .y " ‘
iggs %?fffhﬁ f:g:'?ls ('Zi:lelgtwo walked slowly from the grounds, leaving the

two maidens agitated with emotions tog painful to be-deseribed. They did not

vontare o leave their hiding-place for some moments. Cfasping ench other’s -

hands, they trod the gloomy waiks in silence, neither being calm enough to speak
of ';F}iaatd:&:g);;itﬁia;?.that Lour was in&? c;?.lcu!:,gl()ll:s} ;‘v:%légiltsitr;?gfpﬁz
iaét:gnshein |l:l;|%ri:¥‘c:l?d:rh;€ m‘:ln;?égf%?hin ;Eéi;:ggzﬂﬁnngﬁ?th% ;g;iﬁiﬁ
:.}:1; i-}:);em t%og fx;%;i;gf:;gi:r? g f&irll?: was 51: 'c?zild"referted&to by Hart 2 'Wth
w%;lfB;;:B;%ﬁt (fgégz;p:;'});fital‘impo@ ) %‘héy. prle?ﬁtlg:(rln tﬁfﬁ?‘:ﬁ: ;‘c:::;u'}(i)gg
zrélie:égggt]::gﬂ;a iglte’é“%%ngfzfgoﬂpﬁ%;p ;ng ‘suspicions éc:mld nott. but l?e
af?ii‘ll:zd}ﬁ?g;hfgd?; P;::]ttedbl:cﬁnzod} :ﬁ:%?";‘agﬁ in a.‘whir{ of an':a?emept and
“db%%%ysgﬁgigsﬁ?%%?tblize;egfgﬁ Xa?c(::tlzlny ,via;iiéﬁ;l, -lhédif;::i:g ugn:i gll:;;
' -m%ailioggiﬁdéa@hfowﬁeﬁ flta?:lh::g ;EE%B%%E?&E?; t.:el;] ,1;??1';%&; g:‘- g{g
. his birow wes so Gften:clouded with gloom, and hig son’ tate] Wi éa.lmﬁgm;
dpom-the morpmg, [ Blsﬁl&ﬁwﬂfdﬁ&ﬁ: ;grszoa?: th'e%r father to fly at
oo drd o e st

R N R )
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trace his flight. They would accompany him, and cheerfully share his fortunes

in any distant land whither he might go. Of their discovery they agreed not to

" a?:nk, but to keep him in ignorance of their knowledge; but only pressing upoy
%I considerntion, that he could not -be happy while exposed to the influences of
art. . ‘

. Soon after this conversation, the following was written in the diary which Iris
t R ‘ ‘

T put'my thoughts I‘J'pon paper, in order to relieve the burden which oppres- -
ses my mind. - ‘What wonderful disclosures have been made! I can scarcely

realize that T am not the subject of some deceptive dream. I perceive what the
truth must he, and yet I dare not speakor write it. I know why 'my heart hos

not turned to him with filial yearnings. The true instinets of nature have been
obeyed,, "Where shall I logk for that Eaternal tenderness ‘which my being de- .
e mystery which isolates me, and makes’

me one destitute of the common sympathies of life? .

‘»Manuel Hart spoke.of & forged will, & child robbed of her heritage, and
treated with coldness and neglect. Who was that unfortunate child? y in-
nér pature tells me who ; it is as palpable to me as sunlight. Am T'an erphan,
wnod shall 1 be thrown upon the world withont knowing more of my viwn history?

Decicive steps must be taken. I had rather be & wanderer up and down the.

wide and unknown world, than to be linked with the degrading companionstiip
of that unprincipled man. ¥ will labor with my hands .for those who will em-
ploy me, for ull the necessities of existence. Yes, I will be the servant of ser-
vants, and think myeelf happy in being so, provided I escape the 'michinations
of Mupuel Hart,—If the man I bave been tanght to call father, will not listen
to the voice of prudence and reagon, and seek safety in flight, alone . and unpro-
tected I will steal from this place to encounter’ whatever fate may he réserved
for one weak and friendless like myselfl —Ramona had spoken to him in relation

" .io this matter, . ‘His fears and. suspicions are terribly awakened by the circum-

stence.  He evidently would Jike to leave the couniry, but dare'not ; and Ramo-
va's importunity has had only the effect to make him more wretched, and more
watchinl over us; 80 our condition is no better, nor our prospects of relief brigh-
ter. . Sometimea I think I will thow myself' at his fdet and entreat him to {ell

- ang all ; but his manver is so0 stern and repellant, that I cannot gain courage to

A ot

“tnd soon ceased to.be remembered, I must endeavor to learn more of his hxs;

do so™ | . .

CHAPTER XVIL .
THE CONVENT GROUNDE.

Dorviire stood upon the bank of the San Miguel. His brow was shaded with
thought, and & melancholy expression played pensively about his lips, -

« I'mfull of perplexing thought,” he said, * Strange.euspicions agitate my
goul.” But I must be rational, nor pérmit:fancy to, usurp the place of repson. I
must not suffer myself to bie deceived with' hope, o transported with vagne ex-
pectation. I must find. the thregd of the mystery before I attempt to wnwind it.
.E‘ffhy em I attracted towards Iris Rathbarn? hy bave I been go deeply dis-
‘appointed by her inexplicable: disappearance.? ' Iv it simply because her spirit i
congenial, and her face end figure resemble those of my sainted wife-or is it
bec¢ause ny soul, made desolate by berenvement, decks. to indemnily its losses b¥
Lﬁ:n_tle comlg:nionqbip*? " But I must pot forget the true object of my porauit.

vé been Rathburi but/twice sinee I have been in this part of the country, and
“Bpoken with hind byt once, and then but briefly. It struck me that I had sore-
“whete hetrd his voice before and seen his face ; the thonght was a transient one,
{ory, and the interoal monitor keeps assuring me that I ought to seelt him ‘ou
‘snd gtedy him™ - ¢ T '

|
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Dorville ceaaed.soliloq{iizing, and walked slowly up the river.  He soon came
within sight of a Iarge dwelling, enclosed by a wall of considerable height. Cu-
riosity prompted him to tarn towards it. : ) : ’

Ags he approached, he. was soméwhat surpl"isedl to see a soldier's musket Tean-
ing against said wall. Impelied by the same feeling that hed induced him to

" advanee, he ¢xamined the premises more minutely, -Passide the musket and

nepring the angle of the endlosure; he beheld o Mexican soldier conversing with
& fernale, whom he knew by her garb to be a sister of charity. Dorville tumed
to seratinize the rear of the fabric, and discovered on the opposite side another

_ soldier, who was walking to and fro, evidently pérforming-the duty of sentinel,

Now these indications struck him as being very singular, and he queried in
his own mind in regard to what the building contnincéz.n‘ That it was a convent
was the most natural thought. But what were the two soldiers there for?
Were they 0 keep noos from running away, or for the purpose of protection?

‘While these thoughts were passing through Dorville’s mind, be saw a female
figare at oue of the lower windowa. If wa ir pight, but not dark enough to
prevent hiws from seeing the figure quite diftinetly, abd he imagined that it ré-
gembled one whom he had seen. He at once formed the project of scaling the
Jwall. Why he wished t6 do 80, he could not well explain, even to himself; but he

. esolved to carry the idea into practice, which could not well be dons while in

such close proximity to the guard. What could he do to obviate this difficulty ¥
Shpuld he wait until it was derler, or commence operations-at once? Should he
attempt to bribe the sentinel from whom he feared the most danger of. discovery?
Should he try to elude his vigilance by the adroitness of his movements, or should
he rels:art?to less amicable weethods, watch his opportunity to spring upon and dis-
arm him : : : ) S

“He resolved to-make trial of the second expedient, and climb softly and stea-
:dily over the adjoining wall into the grounds. He.placed his handz npon the
barrier befors him, and had already began to mounf, when the soldier who had
been ‘chatting with the nun, returned to his daty, and approached the spot leisure-
1y, singing o national air. . - ) ‘ L

Dorville instantly relaxed his grasp, and throw himself flat upon his face. The
fellow came on directly toward him, and 8o near that he thought. discovery inevita-
ble, and was feeling for his pistol when the man turned and sauntéred in an op-
posite direction. S . )

Meantime the other sentinel advanced to the other angle, and called to his friend
agking him, in.a jesting way, how be sped with his wooiog.

Dorville now feared that he would turn back to conyersé with hig friend on
this to him, né doubt, interesting subject ; -in which event he could not hope to
remain undiscovered.: Fortanatety this did not occur ; the soldier gave some eva.

“give anawer, and continued on as before, humming his song. ‘ L

Seeing that his comrade was not i a social mood, the other imitated his ex-
ample, turned npon hig heel with military precision, and went whistling on his
‘rounds, in defiancée of discipline. - ‘ : - .

Now seemed o favorable éhance for Dorville to put his:intenfion in- practice,
and 8o afising from his rather uneomfortable position, he began to ¢limb again ;

" but ueluckily a stobe, looséned by time and torm, rolled.from its place, makihg

quite a'noige in its descent. Tnstantly the sentinel who had refused to talk a mo-
ment before, shouted to his companion, desiving to know why he was tumbling
down the wall. ce T R o
The individuul addressed promptly denied biaving any agency in the matter,
insinuating at the samé time that there must be somebody on. his side tryims te
ﬁi;in. "“Thig intimation, however, was received with great contempt, he averring
t he had just walked the whole length of lifs round to the angle of the wall,
which was not true. s . : S
-~ Both the men moved on agein, and Dorville proceeding more eauntiously, sue-
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ceedad in saramblin .when without diffioulty he let himself down up
ke could ot help adling
t why his coriosity had imp ‘

g quicta short timé,
ritlow wherg he had seen the. figure,
arden.. - Converaing in-
re-hio was concealed. H

Then he bad performed this font,
elled him to'such a proceedy y o
lie wae about to leave his hiding place:to.np-
when two females, walking -
low and . earvest toned they
is. instinet told him who they
dimness of -twilight prevented him ifromaeeing them
indefnable, pleasure in recognizing the
veal himself, when.n few words Teached

arm o aem, entered ‘the g
drew heer to the spdt whe
thatdnding: the:
» dyperignced mgeiyine and
athbort naidens: - He was about/to ré
T éary 'that artested his purp

‘They wete talking upon & &§
hifn to Ligben with intenso-eagerness,

- Patliey still coutinnes stern -and
open his ‘benrt ani -
d+is jeakons lest swe sh
iefotia gre exeited.” - -
hat-opiriion have yoi form
wel Fart 7 sgid Iris, in-a tremulous, voice.
the snbject, or has any new light da

“« 1 dare not think of it. Tknow,1 fed
"have not conrage to-talk of it. -Sisters we
and e must ever bp thus,
have long observed that. we weré unlike in pe
Jiffored.in mehital peculiarities as widely.: -but I never
appurently subsisting between us, I
dient tor unravelling this mystery has suggested:
has been ;presented to my wipd. {
which has often excited
pers. of imporiance ;
: m on two or'thre od-
My. appearance in those
for ‘him to discontinue: his operations, and re-
place. I propose that we avail onrselves of the
lves acquainted with the nature of the papers
jon they will throw some light

ject, thet-enchained.all his interest, and jnduced

gaid_Bamona. . “He i8
not yet ready to his confidence. In fact, he
discover things he would conceal from ug.
Jiir relagion to the child spoken of by Man-
. Have you ventured to th
pon. your, mind
Avhat the truth must be,
have sltways been in thought, . affec-
‘o and feeling, in defintice even of, the late startling
‘ raonal appear

that the natural relationship was net real.

Within a few houts a-pew expe
or rathier & lirave attgmpt:to do so,
" that-father lms a8
‘oir childish eur
for he guards it wi
casions exeminipg i '
gases, wos Invatiably the signal
furn the box tb its scoustomed
firat opportunity to
therein contained ;
upon this snbject.” .

\:and singularly constructed -Dox,
losity, snd Wwhich I.am cerfain -containg
th the oreatest care, snd I have
t3 contents with much interest..

for I have & strong impress

staiiles'the, I wish, snd yet 1 fear to know the height and
1 focl internally assnred that. when any new re-
ey will.coufirm a)l’ our, suspicions.
Ranche I have not seen it, nor
have not bien sofortunate ag to see what it con-
by means of .a:complicated spring which has to
j for I saw him open it once when he was not
sopving-hitn. Fe'used, formerly, to keep it concealed in &

depth of this strange matter, ‘
veaiments are'made ¢oncerning the subject, th

« Bat in relation to:this box,
do T know where it 1§ kept. I
‘tnihed, buf I know that it opens
be presged in 4 pecu
eware thet T wos 6b
portable désk.” - - -
_#'Yeg, wnil thet-deslt
In acconiplishing miy design, two:f X
£ 4o Ritd ‘the:dels, and thentoopenit” . ¢ , o
f -carrying the ey about his:pewmon ;

‘since we lostthe

was brought here, andtit is semewhere. in this . building.

rmidable giffienltigs will have to be avercomg :

. he was in the Babit, formerly, o
in thint-casé” what cén be doned” - '

o H'We will trast'to sircumnstan
adk, ‘what means the"
" «'Tpon that subjee

ve been diseovered.”

TBefore Ramons had time to reply,

AR R
d -our own ingeunity. And now,let ma <
nsence-of-onr evil gening, Manuel Hart 7"

t T Have-bad various suspicions. Perbaps his iraitorcus de-

Dorville had left his concealment ard ip
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proached them, Theywera about to retreat to the con in ah
ched them, They wer ! vent when.
\_sol‘x‘nd of 'his voled assured them of the identity of the iridivigguflm'm, vhen the
:“I'n.;t'Hﬁ:: glpg;:;?t:i?g; ;E til:nf;}mpetiug._" be said, gragping their bands’ -ghrﬁily
a . E " - - T *
.wgrl%?ut ._ittshowwgood that 1 am prone to think that Ii{eavenzhgs sent mé here to
Fas it honorable, Mr. Dorville,” said Irls,  to listen o 4 conversation whick
yog must have known was not fnté;;;iqd for t;ﬁé ears of g gl?rgojg-es?:?'?n which
il Resulta ‘l::pmy grow onf of this circumgtance -of which you can form no pos-
wor?i ?:d'ci[; dl:ll;l""e['?de ;};ﬁl }ft;dtggap_i:i.l'fgi' T could "ot but have listened, it e\%ry
: 1e. & will hasten to relieve a portion of your anxi
You need appreﬁend but, little from Ma : K 3 deteeted, trid
' 1 ol ) nuct Hart, - e has been d i
a{' :1 ;ﬁgﬁ;mggéakafgﬁx cgnwctediand séntenced to death, v?iar;che;e;jtuegr'n;gi%
. ha fed into execution, had not the faction” to which he belong
ed overpbwered the guard. one night ‘hi prasp o o
! : ‘Ilzqt where tisdhegl;low o inqui%e Y f;'?: mued hm} from‘the grasp of justioe
is suspected that he has gone up the Brazos, alcing
lvegg‘ia?}ce gp{m N JgTel Noon andMaufice'ﬁar;er (o for the purpass of ;al;mg
- % And why are Noel Noon ‘and - Maarice Har ]
w1§h;rt£1e' H‘uuiers_-ot‘ the Border at Burleson?s.cai;‘,‘ge?l"’ ?33&:23 ]gaa;?ﬁﬁ ot
Do l? are ?ln‘g to gain some cloe tlo your .sgc]lden‘Kdilsappearain’ce,” returned
B - . . . e : N | . . B ‘
o cgth the ga;dens cqlo?qflf ‘.mfl Do?vlllle"resmped_,la na deaper and more earnest
# I have héard, with sing:nh.vemot‘ioris' ‘ ks .
. wit 1 yourremurks concerning. the wubj
;g:oitm;iriréiu;g nn]r] gg:;pg;:ds. If?laste,tl to earry onf your En;;}gnF heF?i‘:gJ?g:
: o haye n, If you cannot-open i, take me'i
fidence, and I will aid you faithfully and t Wonds VR e tviey
es;i;'e‘bd'l.Y :ol:-s‘timp will 'explafn thé.matymrumorgullyye}fegjiﬂd?r oot th'att : um*;ipte!'-
- you are conparatively o siranger. ‘We. have no-taeans ‘of knowi
gloi;l;?;ty];g: \\?i‘:: e:tltle](]i fo (!)inr conﬂd%nce. * Aeceident hag disme::lzdofwi;:w;gg
. ‘ vever have known., T troet you will at least -ourfeehi
ent‘::ulgl:-( to I{fep‘ the subject wseoret 2 gaid Iris, somewhat re ;?):%elff:lﬁ;r Focinge
‘ ris, ask your own heart if you._can trust me, ani sed what- it will ;;ay ?Af
;(:)1‘11 ?eﬁrt fﬁmf% :[c: Egp[—, yﬁukgaw that mink responds to yours. Betray you,
f I cannot'; and yet comnion worldly prudence admonishes voir to
cautionsness, Al 1 “are- oo B o e 3ol o
s, |n§ now let me‘ask{ w{hy{pu are l‘xere,-o,ud it yon are content
« will tell you frankly,” feplied Itis, after 3 paus ‘ dto re
‘ \ ] Irig, e, and th :
l?.t‘? ?gl itsms'i.; h%d happe:ﬁngd respecting Manuel H?a.rt m’ld‘nﬁa ‘t:?npﬁ’rf;ﬁde:d fore
. - a8 1 snspeoted,” rojoiried  Dorville: . & This § ier of which
“?m'ed you; but the ._vi,llain' -shall yet'be baffled. lgﬁzx:ﬁ?‘t_i:g;%e;“%t;g;hcxg?ll
8 Tl:ahre and shall beijrom: this ‘momient protected. Hard indeod sholl it ‘fa‘r].
Sk e T S A T L, L of ]
o ‘ i you, thr which your worst: enemies ‘o infhi
i, it 3013 T oo
, : pected-disclosire hag aro malte you wratehed. ~ Somethin,
tells o that you dve niearer to 4 solution-of 1h tmagine, | B
comforted, 'H';rper has oot forgotten yoi Darvile will ey mngina. B
] Een you, and Dorville will be't o
& brother. Pardon me for speaking of ingiai Pt Sorbridvins
. her. | me for speaking of the Viegiaian; [ know that'yohe heay
.pgnfeaaea'a tendgr intérest in his welfare. Yeg, ‘ymx-«c?:it:gd]l:;;léln:g{;-fgggg?gi;hmt
:)pe {;%1;1 g,‘;‘}‘;ﬂ"?“d-?"s known already to the watchlul eyes.of Ratioiia.! ay
‘be not Gonfused; for-it is nothing venial, nov woise thar fob your sister.: to! Glle
het trdant theughisto clister sbont honést Noel Ng?)];g? y§M sieter ﬁ‘)'t:wo‘w

“ Beware, Mr. Dorville!” said Rs shaking: : To o
_mmst not discover all our secrets at 0‘:]122.?:" *Bl?aklvg her.ﬁnger plgqu]ly 3 _j‘;Y'éu
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w Althonngh iwords like youry from other Tips I' might deetn bold' and . premum
ing, from you they excite no feelifig of resentment. You walk go naturally and
go geptly though the garden of my most sacred tlionghts, that T almost feel that
you have a‘rightythere o . . b
Dorville mede no rejoinder, but céanght her band, pressed it tenderly to, his
Tps, and then turning, hurried from the grounds, leaped the wall dnd disappeared.

 CHAPTER XVIL

. Qur hero.and Noel ﬁopn,‘a‘ﬂ:ema long"nnd.lextiguing‘z; ride reached Burleson’s

camp. Harper's first impulse waio inquive for-Dorville ; for hig-interest in that
individual had fncreased’ much since the discovery of Munuel Hart's- traitorous’
designs, * Flé was about-to seek him at his'tent when hé was Inckily spared the
tronble ;: Dorville cnexpectedly made his appearance. - He manifested an ear-
nest desire to know thg incidents of their journey to the Brazos, and the eause
of their delay. S e . : oo :

Bga;rice immedintely gave & succifit aceount of what is already-kuown to the
reade® . . - : ) )

i And-you know nothing,” said Dorville, “ of the fate of Manuel Hart and
Jack IﬂW’ESB?"' Co e \ I " s

Qur hero assured him that it was ont of his power to give him any informa-
tion on that subject, for his better vature had recoiled -from the contemplation
of the field after the conflict, if conflict it could be called. He had chosen to
remein in iFnorance in regard to the extent.of the destruction of life that must
have resulted from the continmous volleys of the Lipans, He gave-it a3 his
opinion, however, that but fow of the faction had escaped to: tell the tale of
their disnster. - . . . L

« Bad men,” said Dorville, % do-not die easily, and I doubtnot but Hart and
Juck Lawless are still among the Tiving, maturing -plans of -vengesnce. ~ But, to
.cban%e‘the subject, T have important news. for you.” 1 have-discovered whither
your ledy-birds have flown.™ - . . ¢ : : s

however, everythingr relating to the interviaw to which He had been a party in
the convent grounds, . o - , ' )
_ " The strangé suspicions that had o agitated his thonghts were not referred to,
for he prefered that time should make its ewn proper developments without
being anticipated. Ttis true that he had heard but afew words concerning the
gecrets. that weighed down the spirit-of Iris;, but sometimes even & word ' may
gerve to unlock the profoundest mystery. T'hat potent key Dorville now be-
lieved he bad in his podsession. . Although matters of the most, absorbing..in-
.terest to him' were involved, he kept, as he -had evet done, the history. of his
fears, kopes and: expectations deeply buried in bis being. His strong and -eom-
mending mind, disciplined by vicissitudes and sorrow, had learned ‘how-to dis-
guige its emotions, and conceal its thoughts. . Coe

-Ag Manriea looked at his faca, now mora serious thon he had ever before seen -

ity he-fancied thet -ite’ lineaments etrangely reminded him of. one wpon whose
Pe&uty} be had gezed:with ddmiration ; ‘but he was far; very faffrom ‘entertain-
ing the most vague anddistdnt sispicion.of thé singular concéptions and sutiol-
.potions that were passing through his brain. - . N
Ay our hero surveyed iis manly figure and expressive conntenance, & pang of

ljealousy distarbed the current of his reflections. 'Though feeling somewhat

»

-
¢
%

Noel Noon, who, hitherto, had not been giving mueh attention to the conver-
gation, instantly:manifested incontestable evidence of interest. - - - e
« Tpon the San Miguel, just below, there ia & convent much fallen into-decay
and disuse, and there Rathburp ind-his daughters may be fownd.” - .- ..
. Haying made this announcement, Torville pracecded to detail with consider
able minuteness the manner in which he had made the discovery; withholding,
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gradeful for the efforts he had miade in belall of the maideis, he conld not banish
all selfih considerations ; for he bad, in some. inexplicable manner; radesa dis-
covery thut Iris Rathborn was necessary {0 hib happiness, and he feared that a
man of Dovville's insinuating address, agreeable manaérs; and strong good sense,
might prove a most dangerous rival, notwithstanding the disparity of ages.. .
oo now-inguired if it were. practicable for them to visit the convent ; re-
marking to the effect that Morales might give them farther trouble, and that
Manuel Hart, if he bod sirvived the vengéanat of the Lipans, would still make
efforta to pat his villanous designs into’ exeention. Dorvilié afier meditatiog » .
moment’ Expressed his* willinguess to accompauy them to the spot, as soon.as it
was durle enongh for such an undertaking, -0 o - . Lo

Aeccordinizly, all the preliminaries” betng areanged, when the proper hour ar-
rived, they left camp to earry out their intentions. -~ . .

' When they had approached within'sight of the convent, Dorville wemt for-
ward to'reconnoitre, und learn if any additionalprecdutions had been taken since
his last visit, and our<hero “and his friend ‘pationtly swmted his reture - Af the
expiration of Lalf an hour, they were alarmed by hearing the rapid discharge of
five-or six pistol shots. _ ‘ L

.« There goes Dorville's revolver 17 exclaimed Noon, starting o his feet. “Let
ud rue to his assistence.” . ‘

Harper and Noel immediately ran toward the scene of the disturbance. Upon
emerging from the clump of trées where. they had taken shelter, the exach state
of the case became apparent. A company of Mexicans had pitchied their tents .
in close proximity to the convent, and Dorville bad. unfortunately. been diseover-
ed by the guard, and it was now oo late to rescue him, for he had aivesdy been -
overwhelmed by numbers and secured, while the soldiers wére atill peuring out
-of their tents like bees from’ an-agitated hive. - [ o

« Too late! . too late I muttered Noon. ©There is nothing that we ean-do
now to help him, and I'm afraid that it'll go hard with him, for he has probably
ta'loué_ ‘some imischief - with his revolver, which they wont- feel disposed to -

orgive.” . . o ‘ - : R
. -“Tperceive,” .snid Harper, © that we scem to be cut off from the possibility of
renderig him any assistance, but it’s ageinst my nature to be compelled to bban-
donia: friend to the. cruelty of such entinies withont making an effort to tave
him. I think we ought to Temsin here a short time: and watch the progress of
events.” @ We can’t do-no good,” responded Noel, regrotfully. . -~ ..
4 We can at least' assure omuselves if. he is executed ipon the spot ar not.”
 That's true ; but it wouldn't be strange if they marched him right out a fov-
paces in front, and shot him down s thoughbe waen't a_buman cretur”. . -

“ No,” said Maurice, « they will not:do that, according to ‘sppearances.”

% There's no tollin’; you see they're. consiitin’ about sométhin’ néw, and ¥
shéuldn't wonder if that tail chap with the jaunty coat, was giving anm.order to
that effect now.” : _ ‘ o - Lo

%The -merciful God forbid! I do not think that I can stand here and sne
him murdered, without making|dn effort to save him., Seel they have diawn
up-twelve men in -]in?, end in:that prompt and decisive way thet characterizes
military executiona” - : e c ¥

« I there -was time,” #id Noon, “to- go after the Hunters of the Border,"

«Phere's nothing like trying,” returned Harper. “I.will hasten back fo the
spot-where we left our horses, mount. and ride with all: gpeed for assistance..

ur-brave lade will scatter- yon fellows as the. whirlwind seatters-the dust”

«Perbapa it would be wise for you to try.it, for you ses they don't appear to
_be in any great hurry abont doing. thisir blovdy work, . Ifhe wag only shrewd-
ehougli- to gain time in sdme way, how eady "twould be to save hini. - Lock!
thers goes & priest | - Upon my soul, I believe he's'playin* thatgame, nod if heh

! entrive to be: long’ enough at confession, he'll escape the disagreeable ceremony
that's intended to come afterwards® - . b s
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Herpér did not stay to seo more, ot hurricd.to got; into the-saddle as ik

a8 posaible.. In & moment. after,: Noel-heard- the fierce clgttering of hie horse's;
hoofy;..- The forestér: remained .8 prey: to the most cruel-suspenss.. Time sped .
rapidly. on. -. Semetimes. hé Jooked snxionply and nervously towards the sceng ip -
the foregegund, listened intently‘for some indication of approsching aid;.or bows
forﬁx’né.w 8 : S L L e £ﬁ Wi e
" His mental'agony grew every:instant more intolerable.. SEll weak. from his -
recent illness; his éxcigtr:menv affested him more palpably ;. iz :hn:eathing'_ie‘i?ame_’
géwk-and-laboreﬂ, and: the:perspirtion rolled in greatidrops from his forehead..
oon he dared not raise his eyes, and expected every instapt 10 -hear the discharge
- of fire-arms—the: knell -of Dorville's: desth ;. but the fatel volley did not burst
upon his ears, He heard the low.murinring of the yiver, the.birds improvising:
their songs, the fluttering of the leaves, and; the distant hum of voices, ',
“Wnable:longer to'endurs this suspanse, he walked bedk to where his horse way
fagtened, without véhturing: to: scan . the: procecdings . af ithe:convent. © As hr..
thiew the briffie.over the animal's neck, o dull, heavy, and singular sound sent o
thrill of expectation to his heart, . =~ R o L AR
He koew. tliat: the' Hantera.of :thé Border had'heen ‘warned, aod ‘were now

. thundering to.the rescue.  The stout woodsman brushed an hopest tear from hit,

eye, aud vaolted into the saddle. Spurring hishorse down theiriver a few yarda
& gloriods specthcle met h.iﬂii'!*:g%tagt vision, - 'I'he/Texan borderers, headed by
Lorrimer-and - Harpér, were advineing like the mshing winds. - There wassti} .

& -thaneelfor Dorville, - Ori-and on they came with the impetuosity of the.swesp,

o E

ing avalanche. i -7 oL R T T
4 Are we t00 Iate ¥ ashed Lorrimen;.ohecking his.apeed at the sideof Nee),

“ No, o, thereis yet hope and anatz]:;:'rrtnnity‘.fon vengeante--Advance slow:
%

1y to yonder clump:of trees, and then
ma%lg,t‘:drhaysé cin pat forth.” - H A . T k Ci T
“The srrasgement i8 "#aid Harper, whoee face was very, pale, althonghx .
moment before it was’ Egshéd with exc?tet::ent. - 7B Lo ;gh} )

© “Weighall ‘be-obliged tb leave:it to the imagivation of 4he reader to. .iem§5m~
N Ol

ge with all the speed and power ihet.

sensationsi of :the :borderers: ds. they fell. into drder at.the position which.

had:indichtéd as:being:the *Pl?@_ﬁmone.- . The.clump of trees shialded them from:. -

view-~-opdors were-gived in. whispers; and burriedly.exeeuted, . Each. man hold-
iug the-bridic firmiy:.in one hand, gmﬂ.a polished biade-in the-other. Al
weré.yeady: for the:gnset;’ - Tn the'front of this phelanz:of ; herdy ded inpatient
men, were Dorrimerahd.our heroi. ‘The old huater scemed ‘well pigh, {ransform-
ed. Sittingrersot upon hig horse, he;appedred's, veteran. warrior; With. nerves ag
firth a8 steel,and -erms. clothedwith an: athletic strength. . Nor was our Jiero
leas conapicuous for. the-bolGness of bis:bearing, and the hanters could not help
drawing.comparisope between hir .and Her?, theik: traitorons lieutenant, whom
theg had unwieely heen influenced to choose as an officer. R
. Gléncing rapidly at-his eoinmand, Lorrimer'perdeived ihat: the . deoigive. m
ment Hind come, and ‘waved his sword a8 nsignal for-the charge. . The Hunters,;
of-the.‘ngﬂén- strack their-fowels:hiome, Fhe horses snorted, reared, and leaped.
forward in a body, making the ground tremble to thelr furions.bounds.. -lmmer
diately the:Mexican chmp was:revealed, and but Nitle order preovailed, there,
'Thd seenie cm,the:vforeg'r.ou‘ﬁd was.one to' medden the Texaps.. Dorville, with: his
: :gm‘afflmlmmd',‘ and;ditestéd of hiscoat: was the first object that natarally, pres:
s

Loy

fort ha;goncu'ﬂiedaf nositiondjrectly in front. . .Beside him stood a-priest,:

witha mm;@ and, while:a third:person held & handkerclief, whieh he es-
sayeiio bind over thi tpmsonar’s,iayes-; .Thie latter evidently was in the ackof.:
ré;éegs}gim overture, feeli ,edoubtiess;g;thng»_he. hed. contage. enough! ty - face.
death with, his:eyestopens; JA:sfew borses gaddled, buk with their . bridles slippads:

wereiseen-inithe-vear of the exemnpiment: . The-clatter of many iron; Jigofs: vipa;

the first admonition to tho Mexicans of an apjwroaghing.foe, . The -Mexicang 18l:

od his beactin-bis bands to- Shut out the. eortemplation of fis friend's mjs-
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madg & desperate rush to the horses, Captain Morales amang. thie rest. ' Buf
scarcely & man had reached thé saddle, befors the Hunters of ibe. Border: had
struck the confused mass likew nesisiless herricané that prostrates.sll in ‘if’s‘,\v?‘y.
e sound of conflictwas hrieh, and.died sway. ey snddenly.as'it. began.” The
living sued for. quartar, gnd it way accorded, ‘I‘;iarélp#r'was thg first 16 leap from
hig-horse. to Dorville’s gide. - With his soiled word: hé ‘severed his bonds, and
congratulated hitn on. I escape, rithout, a single:réeurrence; to: thaso pangs of
Jﬂaimsy‘whic:hfhnd s0 recently digtarbed bimy . " 0 0 3
“Noel Noon came-and touched him upod the apm. ~“Manuel Hart,” lie said in’
 low.voice, “and his reckless psaccinte Jack Lawless will tronble ns o ‘moie.
'?‘;hq fivet s mortally wounded, and the lagt alreqdy dead. Hurt says he can't
die 'pliogether -casy unless he. says a woid-ar two to you" | Withont: making
any rejoinder, Harper,’ Dorvills, and Laorrimer followad Noel. Manuel Fart was
lying, npon the ground, with a seldier’s kpﬁ)esp(c,k undgr, ‘h}g,liiqaﬂ,r which 'waa
{rightfally wounded by = Leavy sword cut; He u%ed;.kiﬁ glegsy. eyes  toward
ourhigrg. ¢ I eseaped,” he. faid, “the vengeance of Warpath, « that I might ful-
fil my destiny. and die here, . You see that I have got ‘my debth, and éan’t Stay
lomgheres I feel that Life f3leaving me, and I. hovan't got any great expecta-
tions of & futuré state. I's’pose a good man might, dje véry well; bat you see.
with me it’s o different thing, . It’s dreadful, very dresdlfal,.for.my sips’ come up
like an .army of spectres aid stave me in the face... Don’t wonder to hear'me
ialk g0 much better nor-common, because dyin!:kinder s"harpehé;meydperceﬁtioné.' -
Hart pansed, and the last tears that he was ever to shed moistened his ghastl;
cheoks. “ I want everybody to know,” he resumed, trying to rite on his elbow,

- % how hard it is for 2 bad manto die, I thivk so fast.that my wholé lifé seéins

to ‘stand “out - beforg me, and T can see aMl ite’'acts.  But ' failin’ fast, and .
mustn’t lose the chance of sayin’ what's uppermost.in my mind.’ T've wringed:
vou, Mr.-Harper, and slandered you,and I'hope youw'll try sod nét_fhink on it
arter I'm Jaid in o traitor's:grave. I havea, revelation: to makg that'll kind.o’ .
counterbalance some of my plottin’, T shall astonish you with,what Y'n "goin’
to.say; and when it's said, I hope iv]l take off some of this load thats pressin’
me. down: Thie real; igme ofthe man who passes by the pame of Rathbirn, is
Batchings; and Irie i8 not hie daghter, bat .his niece, "Her own father, was
lost'at sea while she was an infant, and her mother died before she was two
years old. Thuy.lived in New; Qrfeans, 2nd I'was there and knew all about i€
Mrs. Dalton, the -mother of Iris, was possessed of much property in, her own
‘right, snd willed it all to ber only child, appointing Ritehings- het gdardian and

* esecntor. I was a servant in her family’ then, and knew, what happened; dod |

wha® T'm goln’-to téil, The man who.calls himgelf Rathburn. got possession of
his sister’s will, and aitered it to suit himself, briliing the notary to aggist him.
I worked myself into the secret by listeniag at the ke{-{hdlﬂ of ab adjéining.
room,, ;I let the thing go on because I kvew that Ritchings would be willing
- to-buy my silence at.a bigh figure. - T was then but & mere lad, but old enongh "
to be cunnin’, vicious, and unprincipled. I suceeeded well in'my plans, and.ox-
torted sums of money froni hini at djfferent times. | Bopn. after the reading of
the will, gathering,up all the wealth thus nojustly, gequired, he left-that tﬁwt of .
the country, thinkin® no doubf t0,.vid himself of me. - Hg took Tis with him,
and pagsed  himgelt ; off for. her. fatlier. by thename he gops by how.” ‘But L
tracked hitm, and he couldn't shake me off. Hia wife died about the time of his
departure from New Orleans, leavin’ gne da_\;ghteg, Ramona, about the same age
of Tris, So-there was nobody to meddle withl his plans ; consequently he was
very saccessful, and the two girls grew up as sisters. The greatest drawback
upon the happiness of Rathburn, was my contioual doggings; for in fact 1
* literally lived on him, and kept him in fear by repeated threats. When bLe
settled up in Brazos river, he thought he had completely ontwiited me ; but I
scented him like a hound, and Iris, havie' grown to & pretty young woman, 1

-
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resplved to marry her; and shoyld have gueceeded had not providence raised up
frienda 1o protoct, the. he‘ll'ﬁsﬂé ofphan, ~ But: %2l over ‘now, and deathia
Kriocki et the door of my heart” S UL T T T
. Hlurt pavsad through exbiustion, i Tria i Ranidoa, attiasted to tho'spot,
desired 1 ljv%‘m;' io,meaning of ‘all thist hadtianspied. ~ Th Aring then slowly
_apened his close e vlés&!ééﬁ:ﬁéqrﬂ’thei soft footstepil of th'eidend, "*~
“ Yoy shnat belt Tior,” be ‘éd;‘ﬁj' king with difficulty, « that she fsn’t Reth:
buin's dauglitée.”  'Befote Hart had time to add ‘more, Dorville sprang fotward
and; cpught ris to his bosom. My child ] my child 1" hie exclaimed. “ Niture. -
- Hag Iq,,gw?erm& hor! anthority, std'she dannot-donger be misunderstood. . Logk -
at mE—tepognize me—1 am your fathér1" “#I5 your name Dilton " asked’
JIris, | “Yea, yed, my daughter | My niame is'Henry Dalton, and dyOu Hear your
dead méther's naine. The rsipo;t of miy 1os3'st sea wae unfounded. T was cast,
3]

however, ipon ah inhospitébla shore, from whente I could met escape. When
ot Yength Providebie sert s friéndly sail to, take me from hence, yeurs had elap-
sed, working thelr vhrione ttansformations.: When I reached New Otleans, 'my

" wife was po more, and Ho‘one Knew abything conterning “the fate of my'child, -
T suecocded, finally, in egﬁinigg adirie intelligente respocting the metter from-s

. priest.who'had attended the dedth bed of the notary who had imede ont the will

| by_which my wift had .convéyed lier property'to out.child.. v o

i Ytvéngthened by this, intormation, I-aet out din quest of ‘the villzin whe' biud

wronged one s helpless, and to discover, if possible, my danghter. I daniiot; re.
]aj:e;,qu‘myﬁn'dvien réd ; but this happy reunion-testifies how completehas becn

;?W%E&?ﬁé%g\qem‘ insenaible in, the'arms of the parent, who had'thius, a3 it

wef 1 frofn the 5 ud, Ramolis.went on’to state that the box, to'which re.
forénices’ has beforg beeh made, had been Opehed, and all that Dorville had said

was coufirméd’ by the papers therein contained. : o
L A% that'moment an exprésaion of satisfction padsed over the features'of- Hart;
he made.a sirong tfiort to speak once: more, but his voice filled, and with scarce-
Iy g strugglo o Gypired. . ®. K. R 0Nk w kA w
Kind reader,, oﬁﬁs’o@r{ Closes,” Tt weére a Wwork of superErogation to dwell.up-
on the happy scencs that ensded,’ The fatherand ddnghter became all in all to
enihi ofher. '~ Rathburn humbly confessed " his errers, made restitutich of his il
gotten wealth, ajid"was forgiven.: Tris and Harper ‘conclgded, after a due Jipse
of time, to travel p;mi:cably';’qo%éthértliféh_devibusjri:wd‘; uid Noel Noon and Ra-
mona, by dome proceds probiably well inderstood by them, ‘ariived at preciscly the
safne conclusion, ' Honst slways oépupied a congpigaons place st the domeatic
fireside of ‘our'hero, and iy, in'fact; a great fiivorite t6 this day ; although ke
givs to give eyidences of advanced age; biit notwithstanding his fidelity and
od pature pever fail,”, The Fnaters of the Border did good service during the
strugglerof the Taxans for independence; f,agi Muarfee adted'till the close of the
wat aa one, of their promiinent id - most efficiént leaders. Waipath, the Lipsn
chief; remaipied & staunch fridnd to the chardoters who had Sguved in-vir story, ’
~and his memoty iu choristiod By them. with feelings of gratitude. ~Lorrimer éon-
tinged to hunt.on the Pexan horder. We capnot soy that Meitiah Mo ever
fully reformed ; buk bt amended his life ih ‘many important particulars, .
‘i e Regulatots and Moderatory have lorig since eeased to afffict the country,
* ntid la¥w, order and justice provall universally i the egions of the Lone Star -~



