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CHAPTER I.
QLARI. - .
The dwellivg to which attention fs now direct-
i 8tood ‘on the west bank of the -Missouri Riv-
o, and was, jn 1861, and for many provious

Tears, oreupied by one Robert Kinmouth, The
| ol which thie man had chosen for o home was.

siteated on o bluff that stretehed like 2 wall
worg the margin of the river for a distauee
of several miles, ‘broken on the surface into n

weeession of hills and vales, presenticg to the,

e3® very bold and striking outlines,

The house was acecssible by a rond that wound
unong brees and eeeentrie mounds 3 also by nu-
twerous” foot vathe and by water. It ‘was pro-
keteid on thy ngrth by & thiek belt of coltan-

3 Yt nd ke the force of winter winds and

; thule in summer ; while orna-

elustering vines, precn bushes,

erltvated fields, hummock and glﬁly; ridge and
ralry, filled wp and comyleted Lhe Iandsenpe,

K the eluse of o golden duy in the month of
Tge, i the first. vear of (lie great American
Eieition, Clari Kinwoulh, cldest daughter of
Kibert Rinmonth, by asingular ecineidenes of
Q?{cm‘(‘]stﬂ‘ucqss, was, for o Lali-lonr, the sole oo-
tiant of the Honse on the Rluff. During thnt
Il hony, kn event happened that was destinel
b kave 8 determining influenge on her lifo,

e door was suddenly thrown open, and n 1all.

fuan: strode in, hot with exertion, and panting
* breath * Perspiration streamed from lis
row, and ‘he lenned against the lintel of the
Moy sappork, |
L #1 arase in alarm, and looked wonderingly
« Intra ter, who wiped his vaining forehend,
I'vainly tried to spel. Tor a fow momaents,
two gaded nb caeh other mutely.  The man
10 gun-tanned yot baudsome fuge. o shapely
fﬁl‘soﬂ, and was quite six feet in heleht, " lis
itnd wag dare, and bis long brown linir floated
trer his brows,  TTe was drepsad jn a dark-groen
it worn gud abraded Ly woods, nud enmps,

\

L

n‘ug the Bovder.

and toilsome marehes, A bekt of binek loather
was buckled about his waist, but it supported
neither the deadly revolver nor the hunter's
knife. The stranger was unarmed,. He sm;le’d'
faintly, and made o eoncilintory gesture, Iii-
stantly obeying her impulses, she brouzht
glaes of waler and presented it to him, 1le re-
ceived it eagerly, and drank hurriedty.  The
eooling draught- restored Lis will and selfpes-
session ; but Lis firsk movement was nob enlen-
lated to resssure Lhe young lady, for lie elosed
the door and diew the ! k. .

“I am-pursued by enemics!” ha said, <}
was surprised and beset while ungrmed, and
have had a terrible rage for ife. . Ilad the treacl-
ccouns hounds been on foot, T se12%" 5y 24 e
distanced theni'; "Gt ey were mounted, and
aequainted with evory path snd by-way, while
I am a stranger in this patt of the country, and
obliged to trust to my instinets, though to the
waods and mountains born, I um etillfollowad,
"The ehasa is not yet ended, Iide me, and gave
me ' . .

The stranger's voice wna cloguent, and his
manper ézrnest and counvineing, Cluri Hstened
 with both terror aud iutercst. Her ehoels grew
whité as the petals of & lily., Sle was very fair,
und the fugitive felt hor heauty. e hoped muah
from her pity; le drew auspicions auguries
from her tender eyes; there was propheey in
her attentive attitude, C o

The words of the stranger rang in Claris
enrs : “ Iide me, and save e 1™ Where shouli
she hide him? Iow coald shesave him ¢ iy :
hesituted,  Bhe tried vainly to think of a Plass-
of concealmant,

He notieed lier embarrassment, and sail -

“Fear not.  Your, kindnees shall net L,

nbused, nor dsed o the dutrinent of yoursaif]
and friends. -Yon shall nes he implicated m
Ure matter of my coenpe. I wil] swene el erien
secracy,” .

* You mininterpret my hegitangp,™ il
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Clark, 16 3 wot the will that 18 waniing, but
the way T huow not where to pub yon,  Your
pursuers will not be casi'y Jeewved oy will
peurch every possible hWiding place, [ wo are
nob skilided, vouwil] be dizeovered, and dragyel
fursh to e etara death. ¥ woull essape that aad
el

Clime tlies fast!”
C My encmies will soom be here. luk?
frese L distant olatter of hoais,  Thore 1s nat
an ingtant to e wasled, Nowovnever! Thepe
ehould be rome nook or eranay, elos & o1 alicst,
in which J eau find beraporary eoneslnient.
Aby it 1 had my good vitle, L would nob-usk
sufvly of A woran!

He drew up Lis Jofiy sbatnre, and bis Lin
eyes flaghed deflanec,

There was n momantary stenguie o Chiris
ik She looked burriedly and penctrnt iy
2t the stranger.  Her gaze postod o0 b bt
i bricl space, bat in (g time Ler fue faigi-
-tons agsured e what e wose i noeble ead,
Yiis bruwn yeb eomely feataves, bis anmmanding
figure, L airy mupressel her favorably. She
pointed Lo o stadrense, and sald : '

“Coupt .

iler manner inspired conlidencs. Tl needad
ao sazand bidding. e sprang up the aiain,
and the young eirt felfowed Hghils amd quieliy.
He stoppe b in the npper hall; Olart prvgsed hitn
aned apened u dours The man in green Joukel
. Liart'es choeeks were sullused; it was har
sleepiug-elaunber.

“Ebwl I otake sanefuary here ™ he aslied,
pavaing o the Uireshobd, '

v Mauy I prove a Banbbuary I angwored Glar,

HERTR M Mo

The slrange entered Lha
sa i e were approaching o samtly.sicine. Bt
# wig nob o tiine to indalve in senbiment, The
ahnd of dron fear renched his ears, and his cyes
van inguieilively around the apartiment v searels
«f the expreted hiding-plee, bub saw baw phain
walls and pielares,and evidences of female og-
aPANEY. T

# hera g & elosel,” sain Clari, pointing aba
doot; “but it will not do. In cusen ol this
Lind, elosols are always scarchel fiest,”

She aropsed the ehamber, while the fugiuve
watchud every muvement with angions eyes.
v 8he pansed before a phdn wall against wiiah
artieles of ajppardd wepa haoging by hoola
Olart removel scveral of these, amil canttnad
to look thoughtfully al the wall. The fusitive
eould eeo nowmvaning in this, and graw oo
tient, o -manner, no donbt, betrayed ins
" featiee, !

Meantime, Gari hoad resolved on gamething.
Withoul o word, she ran hastily from ilie raom
and down minirs, Jegving bie staric e at the pine
pactition. Uk Tusl G amnd =f hgr far o -
reend ; prosently’ ha heaed hov springy sbep in
the lower ball, ther on thu eleiss, then on tho

AN T
raon: w8 l‘n"m‘ently

pxelalmed {he {gflive, .

Sdoite, & comnn wall

Jecgy equal to the emergeney

|

WHIRTLEZ ON THE BOLIELR.

IIl.lwrnﬂ_'-ur'LJ, and she was baek again, with & hao,.

porer i ber haned. 1Ter eheeka were now fina,.

perdy and D eyon Qashed with Beteumination.

i by pa < hallovldy dn the wouls,”
l\f: F,:\E(E, Utgye u '

o Conrage I posweraed. Card, .

% 1 er enlered, bul made vo reply.

S ¥ ougee that wall 77 added Harl,

P Buwed mesen, ’ .

P A tools Hie o plain beard partidon;” sha

Lwaut o, 8 ! pridly 5 Db i s ot el

Fite o Between thin nad the adjs

Droota there s space suffieiont fo mmcuui] 1y

‘{-:_‘_m. Youmust remiove one of those bea, b,

P shadl then entor the spuee between the tea
waliag wien I will pejdace the hoand, ua |

plivily, wnd veturn those articles of drees te e
thouks, s they were when wo enme in, i

_ will b il!.'t.tix!l’]ttﬁ.] to L

serubiny of the seachors,” .

The Mugitive eavght the Jnmwce fean Oty
tair and  while shie wes 1ol ppeaking, and
iy o ehiaie, conens tenring off the
board skthinlly and cardully yeb with paer
He inserted tia
elaws of the hawnrer ; bd wreennhvd ;i rigny
nails vane ont, ereaking and eotmplaining s rnid
the benneity of wood and iron Lelng ovelvun -,
the Juosened Loard fall outwn d, wind was o
reitoved, .

Olari had wot nlsesbealntdd; there was n
space of eighicen inehes betneen the twe wally,
with fraighit and lenglly enoogh, but unevufin .-
ably narrow for o uman to ronadn long i,

The Geves elutive of foet enme up the hii
w derribie admoenition {0 basto '

Clro M sabd Oleed, expeeting mominiog™
to Diear e pue 1 et

Tho
ing:

hanks, - deav pirle-n thonsaud  hang "
Then o new doult scined T, o4 f
cannot replace and re-nail te beard,” he
anxiously.

S 1wl geon diepel that fonvl” aewered Cle i
e Lhe thieg 1 so ey, o chobl nrgnd do L

! topush o bock withonl dflicwty s §elo
the opeuing ; aud now you twust Le dark with.
iy whide iy veice sounds to 3o siar off he
unity of the woll ia restorad. I Grive aoned,
Theblows of the Lhammniee eeho in your napewd
tomb like peats of thindes [ '

Clari's tones were, to the fegitive, as 1
noles of a mufflad Lell; they renebod Lo ae
distany murmaora of wmugin, Fhe teady sl i
of dhe hanmer re-assvred Ddm, Tweedd
pails went home surafy inlic the yicleing vec,

Thaore was a vielenb Lvockmg ot the do
pnd o tnmgib of Linefs and vuiees.  The shiol
oF Lhe hunmer sensedt, The fgitive Leamd -
riusliing of garments, and Gnew that ghe waw
silently restoriag them (o the hooks, M
Yeurt brent with selioituds 1o hor,

Al ng o
IT

Ly

Bestiounl. """C R

fogitin e ea g poal dneo tho ephed, | 208
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«T leave you,” she said.
you ¥
¥ The clamor was redoubled below.  She stele
Jdown the stairs soflly. Bhe made less noise
sban the futter of a canary's wing. i

It was the time Defween day and might.
Light and darkness were mingled in such pro-
pottions that neither predorgiuated. People
Likeld ench other through b soft mist, -

Clari went to o window and threw it up., She
was not afeaid, Shelelb confident of Ler power
te parley with these without.

«Wiho clamors al the door? Is this the
way to enter n ncighbor's housc ¥ she de-
manded, with great caimness, “One would
suppose,” abe added, “that & band of robbers
wua at the door.”

A sudden silence fell upon the turbulent
‘wpirits.  ‘Then onespoke ns follows

« Don't bother, Miss Clari, bat Iek us in.
We're after a Union renegade, and nre bound fo
have Liin, let bim lay ever so low, or hide ever
go high.” -

There was & half-suppressed brutality about
ihe voice that was quite apparent to Clari:

“In that you, Aliek Hurker?” she auswered.
“You did not formerly admission in this
fashion.” )

“ When e went a wooing,” eried a rough
voiee.

A howse Jaugli of approbation followed tliis

Y May God keep |

. remark, .

“And sneaked away with n down look,” added
another, : :

¢ Silence, you bears,” exclaimed Harker, ill
pleased with these remarks,” « Bygones are by-
panter, Let bygones alone, won'l yv ¥ It isn't safe
to jeer me, buys. A mnn may change his mind
when he pleases, and be none the worse for't.
Open the deor, Miss Kinmeouth, for it's my
opinion you've stowed away Mountain Max

somewhere in this house; and I awear to you
w PRI I

Gk, if we have to Lurn it dowa!

Lix itos ean't live in Missouri.” N
W (Jopsider that I'm alone, Aliek Marker,”
¢he. replied ; ““and have respeet for my situ.
ation. My Tutber will retarn sliorély, when you

. ean searel the housa'as long and as thoroughdy
|18 you please.

¥ -

w It won't do, Clart,” sneered Ilarker, with
an jnsglent familiarity that sent the blood to
the girl's ehecks: * Yeu nsed to hurry o open
tha dair, onee, you know.” -

Llis was said with insulting significance,
%o bid you. as I new do, begona [* retorted
“Lard, quiekiy. : .

71 VShe has you now, Alick!™ shonted a burly
* Mian,

“8be woa always handy with her tongue,”
v omttered Harker: * Bub the time bas come
fhen the tongues (hat spéak not fo our minds
ungt be silent.  Union or ne Taion, is the fest

giestion mow. Down with the Constitution

and up with the Nigger! That’s the watoh.
word, boys.”™ -

Beverul exeited persons repeated Aliok's ral-
lying-ery in barsh and angry tones.

“ Qone, girl, will you push the Lols, or shall
I order the door to be foreed P continued
Harker, with iberensing pertinacity. C

“1 will remember this rudeness, sir,” return-
ed Clavi, with dighified eowposare. % To pre-
vent further violenee, I will admis yon, trasting
that, when within, you will conduet yourseif
like men and neighvors.”’ .

Clari Kinmouth drew the bolt and stepped
baelt ; nor did she retreat too soon, for the-
door was thrown open will muceh violencs, and
‘Harker, with his impatient followers at Lis
heels, rushed in.  The girl had goud reason to
be terrified at their appenrance, for they be-
longed to that Jawless and disorderly “elasz
whose appetites and wills were $icir sole and
imperntive masters. The political confusion of
tho times, the destruction of old landmarks, the .
apparent bresking up of the Federal Unlon,
had removed every-wholesome restraink from
wnen of this order, nnd precipitated them, with
all their.bad passions, bruinl instinets, and
nnbural Feroeity, upon the petterand oconscrva-
tive clements of society. Secossion madnesa
ruled the hour, and acets of barbarity were com-
mitted at which future historiaps will hudder.
Persceution, iate, and Murder walked hand 1n
band—a horrible trinity. )

The fellows who accompanied Alick Harker
were some of ihe sanguinaty missionaries of tho
fulse Confederncy, acknowledging for its head
and chief dircetor one Jefferson Davis—a

violent parlisan, and an unserupuleusly am-

bitious man. .
Couversant with the deceds of theso turbulent
and - frightfully-in-eavnest. wretehes, it ia not
strange that Clari's cheeks grew pale as they -
avewded, with fieree looks and ‘unsecmly lan.
guage, into, the house. But most of all did
she shrink from their relentless leader, Alick
Harker—a person whoe one¢ had the audacity
to aspire to her fuvor. It was easy to seo thal
leis quaestionably passion was turning, to malice
and mischief. There was that'in his gray eyes
wlich nssured hor that be knew no middle
epurge, buk must be either a fiery lover or a
sullen hater. : ‘
She endeavored to rally her energies. She
met hie frowning . glances with steadiness, and
stood with seeming calmness while his six
besrded outlaws tool possession of the prem.
ises, and glared at her lilke hungry beasts.
- Some time had been consunted Jn the parles
nt the door. The fading daylight Lad grown
dimmer, and the forms of the armed men wers
more terrible for the misty glooes that envelop-
ed them. Yet througl twiight and deepening
shadow she colild sce the expression of gnch, -
and the pale glinting of sabre nnd earbine.
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CUADTER i1

o I T HOUBE.

Allok ITarker paused Lefore Clari Kinnouth,
Plire wis a history of disappointed expeeta-
tion in Lis faee, whiclh she read with seeret
drend. ' , .

He wus o short, stout figure. There was a
aufficient development of sincw and musele—s
preponderance of stomach ; short,stumpy limbs
large fect; lurge head ; thiek peck; squars, wide
rhoulders; arad, puffy face; small cyes; snub
vose ; ®ili o heavy growth of hairy shenbbery
about the mouth and ehin.  1le was armed wilh
an anoicnt sabre, in nn iren shenth that efanked
at hia sule, hanging by two stecl ehaing ; with
o breeeh-loading earbine, and a bracoe of Cult's
Fevblvers. .

Planting the point of Nis jron-essed sabre
~upon the floor, hd leaned upon its (arnished
bilty and exDruss.ﬂJl, through mouth and-eyes,
somewhat of his character, and of lis feelings
toward the- girl standing quictly” before him.
When he ind Tooked unbil :nute insolenee had
exhaosted itself, he said, in suppressed and
vminons tones:

I Lhave heard tho name o. Kinmonth men-
tioned. more than  nee, of late, and have
thought to visit this honse by way of warning,
Your fither, and the langer-on, Arebie Roe,
and your half sister, Kitty, and, in briet, the
whole fumily, ave more thar suzpected of Jdis-
affection to the new Confuueracy.”

4 Avchie Roe, & demented youth, with his
head full of harmleds fancies, muat indeed bea
dangerous enemy of Seuthern rights I replied
Clari, with a smile,

# Ho that ig not for us is against us,” retorted
Jlarker, doggedly. : .
. %Perhiaps some of your sharpshooters had
better pick him off, to prevent him from over-
throwing this young republie!” gaid Clari,
Dbending her nether lip saveastieslly.

Tt 15 advies net unlikely to be fullowed,”
muttered Tarker, -

“ Kilty and '[ niay prove equally pestilent,”
resumed Clarl, in the same tone. . Why not
sanke an oxample of va? T am expeeting her
momentarily, and weo ehall lave litile power to
resisk you. The Counfederacy should be made
safe beyond peradventure, certainly I"

H It may come to that,” said Harler, averting
Lid eyes. -

“ Weonien have been scourged in Tennessee,
I have heard,” observed Clarvi, ber nostriia di-
Inting with prond seorn. ¢ There is equal hu-
manity and magnanimity in Missouri, ne
doubs."

“She's ehafing,” interposed enc of the six,
‘ont of temper of the deluy. *She’s tryin’ to
paia time, and git your mind off the track of

MUK WIHFFLDS X THE BoLDER.

“Geb a Hglt!” exelaimed Alick, gruffly, to
Clari. . ’

“If you have servants, gommand them,”
said Clari, wilk cany indiffurence.

“You are d— perverse, Miss EinmonthI*
eried Harker; wrathiully, “You enly confirm
my opinion of you, hewever. And leb.me in-
form you, that iy'bu are doing yourself no good.
Sufety is something, in Lhese trmos, a8 yog may
fearn to your eost,” Jf tie fugitive is contealed
in this house, I swear to yon we'll burn it to
the ground " . o

“ You will find lsmps on yender table,” she
replied, peinfing, ¢ Light them, and scarch, if
yon must, but with eome respect to order-and
goeod housckeeping.” )

While the lamps were being lighted, Mr,
Kinmoutls, with twe Jfemales, o youth, and a
esloved girl, were driven up to the Jdoor by a
sturdy negro. '

Kinmonth entered. - When he saw the kind

ot men he bad for visi@ls, Liis eountenance was
troubled, Iiut he was nobt tuken entirely by
surprise. Il¢ had long been apprehensive of a

-eall from same of his Beeession neighbors, and

from Alick Harker in partieslar,

“ Here comes your fnther-in-Jaw,” eried Nosh
Dixon, one of the most rabid and ernel of
Harker's fellowers, and who; nelwitlslanding
the morosencss of hia lemper, made some pre-
tensions Lo wit, .

This remiark produeced. as it wns cxpeeted t
o, lanchier an

“Hold your tengue!” he hissed, fiercely.
Then to Mr. Kinmouth, whe stood locking from
otie to mnother wilh silent inguiry: “We
think there's a d—d" Uniouist coneealed in
your lovse, and we're nfter him.”

“I believe you are mistaken, sir,” argwered
Kinmonth, guietly, “To my knowlelge, af
least, no one'is seercted lere™

1lis words were so calm and serious, that

they seomed Lo earry conviction of hig lmnesty*_;’

to [ifs rough hearers, s ha

“ You l?myn-‘t. know nolhin' about i, Bat dog,
on me if the gal doun't!” said Dixon. “ He
disappenred hereabiouts, and she’s hind plenty
o' time to smuggle him' into sone durned hole

or other: and it we enn't find him, we'll make .

Ler; for them as hides ean find. And you'd
better be keerful yourself, oid man, for we're

makin’ & clean thing up end down Lhis yer

river ; and them as wou’t fight nor tnlk for us,
must run or hang., Go ahead, Alick, and don’t
let the gnl Jook ye oub o' eounternuee. Whar
ghall we begin (o rummage ¥’

The youth, who came in with Kinmouth, hud-

grimace at Ilarker’s exj¢uae, |

during this interval, stood watehing the face of 1.z
Clazi, Ile now stepped forward so as g bring

himself into notiee.

Mountain May, This is uadergronad business,
this bere is. It's uaderground business, T}
aw'ur " ]

“ (3o nway, Archie,” said Clari, in a a kindly |

voine, “10eep ous of the way of “these peo-
ple” ) ‘

£
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a I know what you have coma for,” snid the
youth, epenking to Alick. *DButits o poor
Dlace to come to, Lo geb new ones.  T've gob all
that aro to be found, and you ean see them if
you like, with pins run through their backs.”

7 “Get out fromn under my feeb!  Its not bugs
“por beetles that I'm affer,” growled Iarker,
pughing the boy aside.

# Wist do'you want at the Bluff, if not bugs,
and beetles, nnd Jong-legeed hoppers?? asked
Archie, in innocent surprise,

“ A different kind of o bug, poor fooll frem
thoee you slick pins througl, and preserve with
go much care,” sneered Harker, with an evil
glaneo at Clari. -

“ A different Kind of a bug, is it#' eried
Archie. *Then I'm with you. I knew every
rook, and .corner, and chest, apd dark hole,
and oloset, aiad I'm the boy to show you.”

Clari heard this with slarm. She feared that

w the psying curiosity of tlhe boy might prove
%

more dangerous than the blind zenl of the dis-
unicnists. .

#Btay with me, Archie,” she said. * These
gentlemen de not. impiale hombie insects, but
turn their steel ngainst their brethyren.”

Horlier was about to repulse the youily, when
Dixon interpesed with :

“ Let the bug-fool go. Ilis folly may prove
sharper than our wisdom. 8See! the gul grows

ale.” - :

* Against thoir bretliren!” repeated Avchie,
thoughtfully. *That must be.a new kind of
boetle. Butwhere’ll youbegin?  In the cellar,
ot the garret? lere, or there?  Above, or
below?  The cellar is too damp for bugs; the
tizard and the oft erecp on the moist greund,
and toads sit on the slimy stonus.” :

Archie Roe caught thoe lamp from the hand
of Dixon, and looked at Harker for the expect-
¢d direetion.,

St ATS cellar first 1 said Aliel, anbhovita-
tively, “and. Hagh Bramble and T will stay
ere lest the game should slip as while below,”

“This way[” said Archie, springing alead,
with the light.

Aud in a moment the outlaws, save Hugh
and Aliek, disappenred. For some minutes
tlieir muffiedl voices could bo heard beneath

the floor. Then they eanmreup; and a general |-

search followed. Beds were thrast through and
through with eabres ; dark clesets were probed
with their stcel points; and even innocent
bandboxes were mereilessiy stobbed. Ymipossi-
ble places wore examined. Female frippery
T was cast. profancly to aud fro, and houselold
goda were trodden on.
Archie Roe witnessed this wanton Invasion
and deseeration with apparent indifference, and

- would have talked on continnously of bugs and

begetles, on which Lis mind tenaciously dwalk,

- hod not Harker theatened him with his sabre.

Then, for Clari, came the greatest trial of all—

‘the geareh of her chamber. She mechanically
followed them to the critical spot, while her
half gister, Kitty, elung tremlding to her gar-
ments. Clese upon the heels of the Intter, abiff
and stately, fat, fair, and forly, came the Kin-
mouth housekeeper, Sally Dowse by name.
Sally Dowae was s eelfsusiaiving, strong-
minded jsstitution. Sally Dowse stood up for
lier rl%nts. Sally Dowse was irrepressible.
Snily Dowse eocnldn't’ be put down, Saily
Dowse never faited to spealk Ler mind whenever
she thought there was sufficiont reasdp for
speaking, She was just the person for a press-
ing o¢casion. Beébind the limp shirts of Sally
eame o gmallish and indeseribable coloved gird,
whao, for some days, had been scen within a ser-

tain pale apd distance of the honselecper. -/

This davk pieco of humanity liad received the
sonbriquet of Felly; so, although Ruffanism
led the way, Folly broughiup the rear.

‘Hugh Bramble approached Clari’s bed, and
with a walicious grin, inpaled it with his sabie,
s Archie impaled bugs with pias.

“1Ie"s not there, atail events I guoth Hugh, -
“Though I might expected to find him theve,
nat'ral enough, she bein’ o Unionist, aud he
bein’ a Unionist.” \

He jorked Lis-head insuitingly at Clari.

“1f I's a man,” spoke Sally Dowse, striding
resolutely into the ehamber, “whieh I ain't,
and ean’t be, which is a thousand pitics, I'd -
learn to eonduet myself dedent in desent peo- -
ple’s houses. I wouldn’e tackis featlier-beds .
and bounet-boxes, aund toss women's gowns .
about s if they didn't cost nothing, nnd woe.
only fit for the mg-bn%. Neithier wonld I be. ..
come an oublaw, nor a Becession pillager, nor &~
murderer and whipper. Take thabt from Sally::
Dowse " '

“Throw her out of the window!™ advised.i
Hugh Bramble. . ‘

“Be silent ! ndmenished Clari, puiling hecr
by the slcove. . o

I never wili be silent! T was made to go.-
and go I will, till Death freezes my {ongue,”
answered Sally, with undaunted front. ¢ Are-
thoughta for nothing, and tongues to spenk 'em
for nothing? In my case, never! I don't siy.
what it may be in anybody clse’s cose, but in -
my ense, nob af alll Throw me out of the
window ?? She Jooked hard at Hugh Brambls. -
“See what you've (%ot to throw, will ye? -
There's a hundred and.sixty pounds of me. A -
hundred and sixty pounde of Sally Dowse,” '

“Oub of the way! I den't carc if there's a
thousand pounds of you!” eried Hugh, making .
a rush for & wardrobe, :

“If there was ten thousand pounds of.ine, .
every ounce of it woyld be Union flesh.and 1
hone, and Llood 1" retotted Sally, emphatically. >

As' his man moved about the romn, Alick
Ilarker kept his gaze on Clari. 1le rather ex-
pected that her fase would give him some

€
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infurmation respecting their neneness or distanae | She cut and thrust adroitly with her weapen

from the objeet of pursuit. The girl understood
him, nud kept her countenance eleverly. Just
tuen ghe saw some splinters of wood upon the
floer, which had been detached by the displace-
nient of the board, and in the urgeney of her

~luste, deft unnoticed. This startled lLer.” She
obaerved that Avehie Roe wus loaking at her at
that instant with singular jutensity. She was
surprised to sop him suddenly drop on his
knees and pland® at semething with Ui hands,
wuttering, * A bug!l A bug!”

Havker pushed him with bis foof, and he was
up as quick a8 he went down, and Clari per-
eeived that'the splinters, which had exeited her
fears had strangely disnppeared, There was

" no ascounting for thia. It conld not bave been
the result of aceident; and yeb, what clse eoutd
it be?  Perbaps the tell tale fragments of wood
had-been pusiied out of sight, er elung to the

. lad's garments, ~ At all events, they were not
now likely to proditce misehicf, and she was
relieved of an uncomfortavle appre J:cnejon.

s What's all this trompery stnff banging te
the wall?? said Iarker, wantouly piercing oan
ulegant morning-robe with his sword. * Per-
Laps she's hidden him in this delicious woy.
These Union girls don't stop at anything
“hey are s wily as.the devil.”

With these brave worls, Aliek Harker  gal-

- Jantly dislodged eovery artiele of ‘apparel that
hnng against the woll whieh . ghelteped the
fagitive.

-That's manly and becoming ' quoth Sally
Dowse, “There's » petéicont that still dangles
from a wail in the eormer therc; eharge at it
gallant leader! Don't falter beeause there's a
tritie of steel in it.  Qn, my Doen Quixote! O,
invingible knight of Ln Mancha! This is no
wipe-guel, bub a veriteble petticont.
littde praetiee, perhaps yowll have courage to
trekle me, or Miss Clari, or Kitty.” - '

“Youre n shedragen!™ retorte? Harker,

. embarrassed, in gpite of his natuesl audaeity,
iy tlie quiet swile that Jingere@ on the lips of
Clari. : :

“You wused to come courting Miss Clari,

~didn't ye?” vesumed Sally Dowse, with pro-

- ¥oking eoolness, ¢ If you'd tackled ler ward-
roYie, aud ent and glashed right and left amongat
the linen, yowd had better success. Therea
nolhing litie conrage to win s pretty girl,”

Sally planted her hands on her lips, and
lnughed heartily; but it was not a laugh that
&n angry man liears with indifference ; it woa a
tantatizing lzugh that lashes him Lo fury. Aliek

" olenched liis fist and advanced upon the offend-
er, who geiped a heavy curling-iron from a
toilet-tabla. put herselfmn a defensive attitnde,
and unflinelingly nwaited the onset. .

“ Come ou, Macduff?” eaill Sally Dawse.
o (heme on, and 'l pin ve to the wall, as that
boy pins beetles and batberflies, Secif Bdun’t”

Afier o

within o few inelies of Harker's lambent nose, -

who prudently retived from the vieinity, under
a heavy fire of railiery from his comrades. To
cover his confusion, and furiher nonoy Clari,
Harlker began to kneck on the walla. 1le did
dot expeet to make any discovery, nor did he
think there were spaccs berond.

He reached the spot where the fugitive was
hidden. It gave a hollow echo to his blows.

:]‘1’1‘11'15 don’t sound just right,” Le said, dog-
gedly- :

“ Dome away,” replied Hugh Bramble
i PThere's nothin® to Le found lLere, for there’s
no plaee to hide a person, big or little.”

« You are mistaien, Hugh; tliere is a man
hidden here. I enn see him,” replied Harker,
approsehing Clari.

v Where do vou see him? Where is he hid-
den ?” asked Hugh, ineredylonsly.

 Ju two mirrors,” answered Harker, pointing
to Clari's cyes.  * There ian mmn in her eyes.”

“If you ean see him, be is not concenled,” -

interposed Kitiy Kivmouth, who lad been a
silent and terrified witness of Lhese proceedings,
4 Go away, rough men. This is not proper and
becoming. You vex sud distress ug iwithous
eause.’’ . :

Poor Clari blushed conreionsly as the sturdy
ruffian, Hatker, confreuted Ler with his strange
necusation,

Robert Kinmouth, who hed nseended to the -
‘| upper bnll, and been engnged for some time e

a gevere strugele o maintain self-poegession,
now presented  himeelf at tho door of the
chinmber.

“ Aliek ITarker,” he enid, I might have

| expeeted different treatment from a neighbar.

Why this rnde invasion of my dwelling?  Why
this ingulting freedom of manner, and this wan.

ton disregard of the property of ancther?

Wby this disrespect,to wy dangite et Jg ik
Confoderney Outrage and Pillage 37 .
Kinmouth spoke with ewmwphasis, fir he was
Indignant, :
“The Confederaey,” returned Havker, shrog-.
ging his shoulders, * is Penec.” o
“T bave yet to sce souwe of its peaceful
fruits,” added Kinmouth., “Thus far, I have
geen but terrorism and unbridled license,  Alick
Harker, T must nsk you to {nke your fellows
and leave my house,” - -
@ And T must answer vou that I will not ge
1il I please !’ retorted Ilurker, frowning,

“ As for éoncoalment, resumed Xinmouth, <1

will.pledge my word tiab theve is no ouc hidden
under this roof.”

« We don’t want your word,” growled Dixzon.
“«We've hal words enough "bout this yer busi-
nees.”

“ Hang the old traiter?” proposed Bramble..

« Sich ehinps is worse nor-the Torics was in the
Revolution.”

T XANTYEONOD. 30 FOWIA THL.
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@ 1feld on, boys!” eaid Harker. *We'll
straighten - this tangled maticr, right off. I'm
‘right sure that the man we're after is somewhore
about these premises,.nnd that this girl knows
whore. Now, Einmonth is a regular oud Union-
ist, and descrves strageing as el ns some
ofliers Lhat we've fitted hemp neek-ties for;
and we'll hany lim, if she don’s tell 17

He pointed ab Ciari suddenly, She glenced
uneasily at the ontlaw. _

“ You needn't look, girli I mean it!” he
mut'ered. v

“That's yer Xind!" chuckled Noah Dixon.
“We'll have a rope round his neek in the
twinklin® of an eye.” ’

“@Get a rope, gome of yol” ecommanded
Ilarker, whose expression grow every instant
more menaecing.

“ Ay, ay! A ropel a ropz!” And two or]
three of the men ran away in search of a rope.
Daring their alsence, Alick Harker, with folded
arms and sinjster aspeek, stood cyeing Clari.
His rugged features expressed both malice and
exultation, Ueiried to coneeal neither of these
emotions, There wag too muel ruffianient in
Lim to make even an endeavor ab delicaey.

I$ was. a trying moement for Clari, who fult
Biat o portien of ler seeret—abo koew nob how
much—had been discovered. - A question arose
in her mind :  Did 1bis bad man wean what he
had threatened? I the affirmative were true,
what alteraative was 1.t lo Ler? An alterna:
tive most obvions. What shoulds she do?
Which way would lier agitated resolulion away?
Where wonld ler mind vest at last?  The sob-
jeet was too dreadfil Lo realize; sho would ig-
norg it 8he wounld think better of human na-
farve.

CHAPTER IIL :
: . SAY OR SDLE. 4

The men who went after the rope returned
nresgntly, hut too steecessinl in' their searci,

Megdyviield wp tho Lwisled cord——falal symbol of
death, :

Clari mnintained a toleralle firmneds, .

T wae never mozgled, and I never wild be I
eaid Bally Dowse, strelehing out the hand and
advancing (he foobt.  “Ji’s wy privilege to
apeak the trwily thengh I die for't. What is
tee I osay, and what i false I expose. If a
wan's a wrelelh, I dov’t mind saying so.  If he's
o liar and a Lhief, ov o murderer, I say it all the

. same; amd [ find Lhat the troth, and nothing
short, pays e good interdst. IFI didn's speak
wy mind, I'd blow up, like & fireship. Aliek
Harker, you're a mean, migerable, low-li%ed,
sneakin’, skulkin’, oulrageous, murderin’ hlack-
guard!  Yon ain't i for » public hangman.
You'd better put that rope round your own
neek, fio it to the bed-post, aud jump ont the
winder, I ybu was to do this, there might be
rome bope vn ye in the next world, arter a few

v

vl

huadeed year of torment, Dub you Lain’t got
courage cnongh Lo do this pare o' the coundr;
sunchafaver, Don't touel that man, 1 warn ye!*

Sho brought krer stoub arm on « line with Kia-
wronth.

“Ile's a gond man, and good men are seurde.
His neck wasn't made for ropes, nor ropes for
Lis neek, - And a8 for the child™—she looked nd
Clari proudly—* you ean's seare her! Bhe’s
too muel Jike me to be seared.  As for having
o man-eritter shet up in the bouse, you know
better ; and the whole thing is jest n sham to
pull over the wowmen's clothes wind be mean,
Thank Heaven! her clothes is all you ean ever
touch, ot munke free with,  You's foel onough—*

©Tor the suke of prudence] be silent!” ex-
claimed Clari, fearful of the consequences of
thus irritating Ilacker. :

©Tiske swim, and tongues talk, That’s the
law o' matur’,” answered Sally; “and what's
the Jaw o’ natuz’ is as firm as the law o' gravi-
tation.” , .

“ Beize the okl man [ enid ITarker, with dog-
ged eoolness.

#“You shall not teueh Lim!” eried Clari,
epringing toward ber futher. But Noah Dixon
liad elready laid a Lisnd oun Lis shoulder; an
indignity which Kinmouth immedictely ean-
celed by knocking him dewn—a natural but
perbiaps indisercet refaliation. Dut inmouth
was aroused, and did not pavee to hold ceun-
sel with plodding Prudence. A fellow who
officiously advaneed to slip the rope over his
neek shared the sume fate, when Hugh Bram-
ble and two oibeis threw themselves upon Lim
simultaneousty, and provented the furiher use
of Liis sturdy right arp. .

+ Bally Dowse cdvanced to the rescue; but one
of the misercants menaced Ler with n pistol,

‘[ and she was foreed to be an inaetive witness of

the acene. Xitty, greatly alnrmed; entreated
them to desiat, while Clari, knowing them Letter,
remained silent.  With a geim swmile, Harker
watched her foafures, and enjoyed hor distresa.

“Yon gee lrow waliers siand,” he waid, bis
eyes falling before the clear, stcady goze of
Clari. ¥ You can sey or sulk, reveal or conceal.
In one' ease, your futher is frec, and some one
else hangs 5 in the other case, your fibher-—

“T will not trouble you to repeat it,! inter-
rupted Clari, “1Tk is but sn empty threat, I
enunot believe that yen lave suel a purpose,
It is impossible, There are degrees of arime,
and human depravity must stop somewhere.”

She spolre with wonderful calmuness, and tried
to Lelieve that whieh che affirmed ; but her
heart palpilated with secret foar, ‘

% You flatter yourself that I am trifling,” an-
swered Harker, “ but, by ! I'm in earnest.
The men I want is in this house, and you shall
spenk the truth. By fair or by foul, you shail
£ive up your seorct ™

During this brief collequy, Kinmouti's.orms

i
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wero piioned hehind kim, and a punning noose
slipped over his Lead. 'Fhis was dene with
mush dexterity § for Uiese outlaps were not new
ot the bustoess.  As Tor Sully Dowse, shio could
nol restram her anger. Although preventod
from rendering maseolar aid by masealar diffi-
eultics, hor tongue was still under her control,
and no power goull stop it without stopping
lher hreath at the smne Lime, .

* This, 1 8'pase, Is what you epll life, liberty,
and the pursnit of bappiness, puarantecd to s
by the Constitootion «of the United States of
Ameriea! ‘Thisis equal mights, isn't it?
is peaca and prosperily, law aud erder, grace
and gorpe!, fiin and freedom? If your new
Cenfuderale euneern gets to ruining this way
afore it's three months old, what willi i§ be
when you get the wheels gressed 27 .

“Can’s you stop that woman, some of yo ?”
mobtered Linrker, * Cram a lalle-eloth inlo
her mouth, if you ean't do any belter. Push
her down staira: tie her hund and foot; nvo
matter what; anything Lo stop that infornal
volge.”

* There is only one thing, Aliek Harker, that
ean atop wmy bagle, and that, whalgomever it
may be, w:ll stop my eirenlation simultansons,
ingtnntaneons, coticous, and sobterraneons!”

Sally Dawse disengaged her right ari, which
had been fnlien violent, possession of by Dixon,
and rounded this decision and sonsrous period
with a grand defiunt floarish.

“You wmay hang and burn tlem, conflseate
rad evertarn, make yourselves the terror and
the curse of the lanl, break the hinges of
soeiety, and disarrange things generally ; but ns
long ay [ Hyve, 1sheil be the same dientioal in-

gtitation thnt I now am, While I have strength

so draw iu an i breathe oul a thimbleful of ajr,
1 shall wse it up Lo the lasl half oxyzenated
atom, iu resia’ down to the luwest poteh this
vile miscrable, sue-horse Confederacy ! And o
lame hurse at thatl”

Liy this time Nozh Dixon lad pet his hand.
over ier muotlh, acting weder the delosive im-
rrussi(m that.she eonid De stopped 5 but v hol-
oW grirghing in hier throat told that the Lieavily
freighted teain of thoughs was stendily woving
on, secompauivl by sound, if not by nrtien-
lation. : .

Ciari was too much agilated to sce anything
that partovk of the grotesque.  8he began to
realize that chiese men were 1n envnest.

“8penk now, er never! Miss Kinmouth,”
gaid tiarker, geufily. ¢ 'There stads the old
geatleman, and there stands the men who will
give hime a lift over the window sill into the
open ‘nir very soon! New what have you to
say ¥
' )lr{c raised his eyes elowly till they mel liers
—hots so intense, go lLeantiful, so sad. Ie
looked dewn with a slight flush, possily of
suante ; for 2 bad man may be momeotarily

This |,

ashatned of eonduct which he-lias no intention
of mending,

¢ Aliek [larker,” nvswered Clark, in'a tremy.
lous and toueking tonme, i it Lins that you
manifeat your lriendship for me—a (riendzhip
which you enee sifitmed deserved & softer
unme.  Change” your thoaght; recede from
this grest siv. Say that you did bub jest, Re-
leago my falher, and eall anuy your {riends,

Redeem yourself while you may. “Listen to tuo .

appeals of bumanity sud mercy. Be not deaf
to the kindlier jmjmlses of human nature.
Outrage not the sacred $bligations of common
charity.” : o

The voiee of Clari took a melting tone, and
flowed like figuid music inte her tender ples,
She might heve spared ber elnquence. 16 was
Lhis very mood, touehing and tearful, that gragi-
fied the unforgiving temper of the rebet oub-
Jaw. A flush of wnmaaly trivaph passed over
bis ewarthy featurces, .

* 1 never go bael,” gaid Alick Harker. “ My
work is slways before me. A purpese, frood or
ill, mever grows weakior on my handa. 1 meant
Lo remesnber vour pride-whenever chance or
chanye shonid give me the advantage, Nowis
the time of that remembranee.
Your seorn of me—the enrled lip, and the dis-
dainfal eve; the mocking voiee, and the
haoghty figure? Gone s your contempt. EKye
and lip"droep meekly: the voice is teider, and
the form houble. 'Why this chunge? Beeause
all things elde have ehanged. DBy a jolent wave
of the magieinu’s wand, a great nntion las
fallen to pieces, and the elemerits of society
seent. rushing baek to their original chros.
The North no longer rules. From the banks of
the Missouri down to the Gulf, the pebple are
free.  We will drive out the Linaties, and pos-
sees lbe land, Deith, to Federval Unionists!
We wanl, no warrant for our aulbority. Cur
power is our authority—owr might is our pight.
[ tell you wo will 1ake elean work of JEr-"ie

Lineolniles must fight for eur Coufederney, or'

linng for the. Union.  The two things are befere
them—fight or Leng. Let thew choose; and
chonse quickly.,”

“ My father is past bearing arms,” replied
Clari, shivering at the herrible encrgy whieh
Harlker threw inte lus words. Contemplating
lis fieree expression, she could think of noth-
ing but the sanguinary misereants of the
French Revolution. His comrades inspired no
less aversion, and were terribly impatient of
delay.

“Age isnothing,” sneered the ouilaw; and ’

hae nothing to do with the quesiion. It is yon
thnt nre to say.  You hoid in your keeplag hfe
and death. %o ilat is settled.”” Ile tnrped to
Lis crealures : ¢ Drag him to the window, boys.
Don’t mince matters. Make cverything right
and tight. Don't be equeamish about his
threat. A little preliminary ehoking won®é hurt

Where now iae -
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him. Take a stout turn arcund semething, a
hook, & bed-post, or anything firm.  Break vat
that gless, Crush the sagh with your foot,
Hugh. Tier's i6{" .

A showe- of rhattered glass nnd wood went
ringing and rattling to the ground. ’

“ Suamlthe old wan upon the sill,” continned
{lncher; “amd cwhen I suy the word, luunch
Lint out, and let him dangle. e shall die un-
der his own rain-troungh—under the drippings
of his ewn home sancbaary.”

Teo willingly and rapully these villainous
.instructions were obeyed,  Kinmouth  was
placed upon the windowsill, ‘the rope was
made fast, while two men held him ready ta
gensumninie a murder when Havker should
give the signal. Kinwouth was ealm, but
deathiy pale. Helad kept his eyes fixed on
Cluri, and when lifted fo ihe windew, lurned
his head s0 ns to keep her yeb in view,

“ 4 My ehild,” he:said, for he began to per-
seive that she had really semelhing to econceul,

- %4 F you Dhave given sheller to a geod and true

Union mun, cither in this house or out of if, [
eharge you vob te betray him, * Ilis life is worth
a8 much nt mine ; aud if younger and stronger,
it is wortli more.” .

With elasped liands and drooping strengll,
Clari stood gasping for breath. "Kitty, loss
firm, fainied and tell into the armis of Sally.
The black ¢hecks of Folly seemed to bleach with
terror; her pearly teeth chattered like bits of
ivory shaken ju a diee-Lox. Biss Doewsa was
8o choked with wrath, that she could only mut-
ter, ¢ The villaing! The villwius!” )

Never was Clazi ro paintully agitated. Every
faoully of the mind was hold in abeyance b

iy, & a.auddenness and ernshing weight of the al-

ernative so eruely cast upon her, The airo-
vious expedient which she eould not believe in,
gt first, éhe now dizzily and shudderingly
genscd, Sue tried to spenk; but tongue and
lips were ‘dey, and gave ne sound.  Harker
looked toward the cxeeutioners. Clari threw
up her hamds for delay. The rebel outlaw
glanced ot lier colorless face, and felt  the
gweetnrss of 4 revengo morbid aud unnatural
ib ifls vindiclivenesa. .
s Father!™ guaped Clari; “T must—I must
epeuak I Her voice was seareely intelligible.
“ Bo firm, my girl,” answered Kinmouth, in
tones cleav and Lrave. ¢ If the man eseapes,
tell bim to avenyd me.”
w1 ennuut, I eanuot!
must save you,”
At the fnomeat that Clari Kinmeuth eeased
- gpeaking, thére was o eragh directly belind
Harker. A Dboard wag burst [tom the wall witl
gueh foree that it flew agninst and nearly pros-
trated Rim, and the fugitive, glowing with fierec
and manly indighation, sprang into the room;
then, glancing around and seareely pausing,
. mshcftu the windew, drew Kinmoulh from lus

It is impossible. I
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perilous position, knocke.l one of the sesundrels
down who was holding him, and pushed the
other throngh the shattered sash, giving Lim g
fall of fifteen feet to the ground below, upon
sharp fragments of glass. For a brief space,
surprise chained the faculties of Tlarker and Lis
ruffians ; then revolvers were drawn nud salves
upsheathed. The tugitive eanght Noah Dizon
by the neek, and held him hefore idm for a
shield, and there waa anotlier interval of ipne-
tion; the disunionists liaving no relish for
shooting their omipanion,  ~

While the eatndtvophe was thus held, as it
wetre, ab arm’s lengtly, o lierse at full galiop was
heard to stop ab the door, and belore anything
more than o wmnte inguiny of cyes conld be
made, a man sprang up the stairs, three steps
aé o time, and Jooked ia upon Aliclk Harker's
terrible lableau. ’

CHAPTER TV.
} WwioM 18 ir P .

[ho person who entered in this abrupt man-
ner was somewhat above the averawe height, of
o straight and lerdy figure, and of nn age hard
to arrive ab by the ordinaey riies of enleulntion.
He might have numibered forty, foriy-five, or
even awore years; or he possibly micht have
been taken for a person younger than eiller of
these fignres. Hix faee, though weather-beaten,
‘had evidently Leen kept young Ly a cheerful
disposition and a genial tuen of hamor. Iis
rather small eyes were, no doubt, unider ordinary
cireumstances, good natared; while his Inrgo
mouth was manilestly formed for quict drollery
and all mauner of quaing things, His beard
was of various evlers, and presonted a flonrish-
ing growth ol some years. It fell on liis tnnned
buekskin froek Lke the beard of a Jewish pa-
triareh. In that homan broush one conld Lave
found wefis of white, yellow, red, gray, and
dagk brown; but the renl eilver threads were
faw. This variegated crop of bhair did not con-
eenl the expression of Lis meuth, the fornge of
the upper lip being enrcfully pusled aside Lo
favor the neecssary functions of that imporfans
item of face.

This personage was dressed like a pilgrim
from ‘the fur trapping grounds of the West—
with mocensined fool, with leggined aalf, and
eap of skin, Sewe kind of fircarm was elung
nerogs his baek by a stont tenlhern strap, By
his side hung powder-horn aud buller-pouch,
In o belb arotnd lis waist he were, conspieu.
ously, two of Cult's world-renowned rovolvers,
and on anomalons wempon in o sheash, ihat
scomed a eross between a bowle-huife and a
broadsword. Whatever might lave been the
pluck and goality of this smlden visitor, it wan
quite apparent that he earried metal,

ITe. looked gtinight before himy, around the
room, acrasd it in every divcotion, nud al every
person and “every expresston iw ib; then whab
b .
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Ttad been manifost of fingerivg good nalore,
Tutent humor, e slawbeeing tav, vinished in
the twinhling of an eye, s o ows conirasied ;
the small, elene orls under thon Nushicd ficrce-
Iv; his lips closed tightly together, and the
Tong, pibeinrelud beard shook weathinlly, Pusli-

“ing bacek his siger aluost nssson ug it appenred,
wikh baud en woispon, and eve on Ilarker, with
form more erceb amd wiry than an iustant before,
e said, in o veice saigalarly scli-pusscssed, yet
full of meunage:

“Here's o condennned difikilly, T veckon!
OF all the plisen crillers, i ease of a cussed
little didiikiley, D'oe Lhe plisencst. There's a
polar atiraction about diffihitbics thal deaws me
to the spot like a lecomeotive bengine,  Ihflikil-
ties is the nat'val ploasures of my life, speeinlly
-where Lirere’s wean nnd wicked ear'in’s o and
there’s villuing to be punished. What muane
this here? Why 8 that ropo round that man's
neei—why doue Uit other man stand ot liny—
why are all ihese weapons drawd —and who
fainted that gaf, and made this ollier one look
palep nor a ghost?  Speak, some on ye, for 'm
swentin® Lo geb inlo thas difficihy 1

When the boid intrader began 1o spen, Har-
ker and bis follows began 1 Joek at each other
in an inguisitive way, and 1o revive thoir geme.
what dampened eonrage; bul there was not one
of them whoe id not imsbmelively wonder at
and fear him. Seme of them were eovertly
Lurning the onzzies of their pistols upon him,
bat be dircoveral the triek in a momont, and
waving bis revelver slowly to and fro, covering
firgt one and Lhen snotl:er, addad, in o tone the
deadly envnestucss of whieh could not De mis-
taken :

“The first rebel of yo that p'ials weepon .af
me ghall fall in s tracks. Ile shall, I swear to
gracious !’ . .

% Go *way ! steanger,’” answered Ilarker, chok-
ing wilh rage.  * We don’t want yow, and yon
are wobt by any wienns enfe here. Begone, or
you will meet your last diffiilty.  'We are dee-
pexata men,.and you had belter not meddie
with uas? .

“I know you re desp’raté men, and that your
_eause 8, desprite, and that you Il come to'n
desprato cend as 'tis fitbin® all traitors should !
retortod the stranger, nobbing igtimilated.

¢ If T anderstand this sunamat,” he restmed,
with steady ciphasis ; * you -sececsh outlnws ig
goin' about lilie ravenons wolves, to devoar and
ta destroy,-Lo pillage nad to kill, to burn and to
lay waste.” .

o pansed, and taraed his eyes upon the fu-

gitive, who still held Noah Dixon by the neek,

muah to his discomifort. C

“llow is it, Max? ITow is it, mi' boy ?
Haven't T pnt’eni wiere Lhiey belong?  Haven's
they ehased you down as if yor was o wild
benst, to be hareiel and worried, and robbed

'oat, at lash, by lead, or by steel, or by Lalter ¥

.
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W gu dre right, said  Max,” impressively,
#You alwiys judge eatecetls, Your gucsses
arc better Lhan the writlen Jepobitiois of gome
wen bhat 1 eculd nwme,  Never was buffaio
or bear, stag, or fox, bounded as 1T lLave Leen
by thepe lnwiess sevpdrels ! Iave w0 cwrey I
entrent of Yo, iny old itend, o Luey witl khoot
Fou @nawnrgt, Wikeh Four ey o8 426 nol vl them.” |

“Tsee ervory dog of “ew, Max, and he falis
fust who fust Lackieg we,” suswercd the new-
eomer, delerminediys .

“We three nre eoough for them,” eried Kin-
mouth, easting the eord from his neck with a
bot lush of insnlted minhogl, .

“ Quite envugh,” suid the man ealled Max,
tightening his grasp on Dixen’s neek. <1 have
threwn ene of thie Pasends out of the window ;
I heir him groaning among the broken glass
below.  Tlree trae ipen ean eope with six Ta)se
ones. I live always'foand tiab an hooest man,
inan honest eanse, hus u stond arm aud & stout
besrt.  Let the traitors eommenee the attaok.”

The wman, Mux, gave Dixon o piuch with his
museidar fingers, that made him gasp like a
fish just taken from the waler, ’

© Bhoot hin P muttered Noah, who had no
relisl ©ip Lhe tortures of stransulativn.  “Pot
s bflet throngh him, ean’t ye ¥

stopped the fotlow's voice. ]

“ Waoe Lo the man as draws 2 head on Lim !
gaid he in buekskin, vaising lis voice. - Grief
to him us gives Mou.tais Max a supper o Jead !
Or a dinner, or a breakihgt on'ty tor that mat-,
ter. 1t would be a Lurnin® shame for a trse
moeuntain man, who's faced all mauner o var-
mints, it all manner o places, whuse eyes
never blink it danger, whuse aim is

plumb-cenire at three hundred yards, fo be
rubbed out by a miean seaession skunk! Tt
wounll, I swear to graciong!” v

“ That must be Niek WhifHes, or the devil I
exeleimed Alék Harked, thrastitig his hend for-
ward, and slaring inquisilively at the wentliep-
Leaten face of the aslranger.

No cene veplicd. The man of the moceasin-
ed foot and Jenther hanting-shirt, Jeew Limeelf
up straighter, and smiled. There wns pride
and enlin selfussarance on Dislips.  [le looked
like a persvn’ who asked a0 partienlar fivor of
any one, mml that knew how to take eare of .
himself in all places, and in every eonthigeacy
of lile.

ble, # that that d—3 Fremont sent for him, and
he’s eoute Jown from the monntzing of Catifor-
ny, where he's been haatin® grizzlivs, to have a
linger in this ere secession bhosiness,”

My the devil take Jessio anid the little
Mustang 1" added 1uzker, in-an nndertone

Then tv the intender, who gtaod ealuly n the
deor : * 8penk, mister @ Are you Nick, or Satan P

“T'll bet my skulp,” growied Hugh Bram--

A more rigid evntraetion of the fingers . -

1% et

tain at eiglity rods amd uplards, and wiv shoota 3
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“« A man 28 knowa so mmeh, should know| “Go on,Sceesh; you've got the floor,” said

more,” gaid the stranger, with composure.
At I was never ateard fo speak the trath.”
Mountain Max shrugged lus' shonlders, and
carled lis nether p & iz, .
 Leastwice,” quotl Niek, in o slightly goali-
fying tone, 1 muy boldly say that 1 never was
afeared to Spealt my mind when there was ocea-
gion for't. 1 don't vally fellin’ ye, mister”—he
Jooked hard ab Harker— you nor’ no other
plison traitor as treads the sile o’ the Fod'ral
Union, that I'm Niek "Whiffles, agd  nothin'
ghorter ; Niek Whifles (bor the mountaine and
valleys ; Niek Whifflea from the perniries and
pluizs ; Niek Whiffles from the lakes, and riv-
ers, pnd trappin’-grounds of the wide Nor'west |
i el Qhiyest Q Lord, yes!” ‘

Kick looked guistly at vacancy, afier the old |-

fashion ;. and the comical twinkle peappeared
in his eyes. -

“ He come down from the mountaine with
Mux,” muttered Bramble, with a boding shake
of the hoad. ’

% You're wrong there, Secesher, " answered Nick.
“Wedidn't come togethier, by no means. He come’
fust, 2nd I arterward.. I baven's heea lougin
this rebellious nest, I atlow. Didn't git here o
minute tas goon, neither, I'm jest in time for
this litble diffikilsy.” ,

“1f you know when you are well off, old
boy," replied ¥nrker, menacingl{, “ you'll
}imweI this little diffikilty, a3 you call it, imme-

iately.’ ’ ) T

o Iyn'eva_r ron away from a difikilty,” said
Vick, with n negative motion of his head. I
never in my lifz ran away from a diffikily;
though T had n brother cnce who eounld run like
‘e four-wheeled ‘wagin, He allera run, my

et ] Waﬁﬁ?\ Al his ancestors on his mother’s

sister'8;side vun afore Lim. ' Runnin’ run in bis
bioud, as 'twere. But there was one pecool-
yarity about my brother's runnin’: he allers
run toward the danger, and not from it.”
Nick glanced at Harker with s grim sovt of
homor, At the same time he drew hia scoond
' revolver with lis left hand, and with easy non-
dbaianee of manner, cocked ik, Bacl of his
brown handa' new held six shots. Nothwith
stending his gnietness, there wae something in
lis air and attitude that overawed Aliek Harker
pad his followers. .
“¥ye beard of you,” said the rebel outlaw,

abont yon; but T don't believe haif on't
You've been published in the newspapers, pub
on Lho stage, served up in boolis, translated info
French, and hashed up in every style to auit
the modern appetite 3 bub I eare no moro for
“you than I sliould for any adventurer frem the
moyotains. This is'a bad place for you to come
lo,Nick Whiffics. There’s different pastime going
en here from trappirg beaver, shoeting bears,
s picking off o noked Indiad, now and then.”

dvgredly. ¢ Mach has been ‘said and ‘writben-

Niek. #8peak your mind while you've got
breath fo spare ; for its ten to one'if you vt
live this 'ere Becesslon row. I've dene for
smnrter men ner you be, early in the merin’,
afore breakfast, As for the sloricsyou’ve read
in the plison  newspapers, X ve nothin’ to sap of
’em, whatsomever. It don’t cenearn yon much
whether they're true or, false. A gooed meny
things are printed that are hard (o belicve.
My gran’father, the historing, publisked some
vollums that wae as frue zs Sinbad the Sailor.-
and yet there was people bad encugh tg shake
their heads when 1hey was readin’’vm. Y die
if there waan't!’! o

The corners of Kick’s month twitched slight-
Iy, and he threw » fuitive glavee at Max.

“The historian of your exploits and youe
gran“father were about nlike, I ghould thisk,”
snid Hurker, contemptuously. * The auvthor of
Nick Whiffles' would be out here taking Secep-
sion notes if he wosn't afraid of Sceesgion bul-
lets. He finds it safer to cuncoet his Munchan- -
senisme under  the brooding wings of the abeli-
tion oligarehy, than fo frust himeelf over the
bovder, whére eteel, and not ink, is deeiding the |
great question of ‘union abd disunion.,”

« Ag for thnt motter, Seceeher, I've henrd
tell that them sg ean wield the pen and make
‘printed books ean wield: the sword and the rifle,
Hkewise. But that's neither lere ner there.
I never like to talk of my own exploits, mwore
nor I like te- hear & fricnd slandered .H®hind Lis
back. They wmay print my name in as meny
languages ‘ns they plense, nnd 1 ehsn®t be nene
the worse for't. But ene thing 1 cun tell ye,
and tell ye heorty and true: I'm down on this
Southern Skedaderaey! If ever & man wae
down on't, that man is (he -man sfore ye. 1
love the otarry banner of the United Stntca.
I do, by mighty! I haven't been muel under
its protection For some years 0" my wanderin'
life, but when I do _hear its folde & flsppin® over
me, my heart begina fo thrill with pride, and I
feel a lhead taller nor any man stween heie and
the Gulf, Whenever I look up nnd see the old
flag, 1 swear to gracious, 1 fecl asif 1 could
liek o wagin-load o traitors!™,

Nick get his teeth tegether, and brenihed
hard. Alick Harker turned pale, for he thought
the man in moeessine handled lis weapons
rather carelessly. . He moved umensily. Be
cleared Lis throat. and gaid, huslily .

“You're on the wreng eide, Nick Whiffles!
Come over and help us. We need you., Ay,
und you ncedn’t come for mnolhing, either!
You shall liave Confederate gold and o Confed-
erate commission, We could soon raise n regi-.
ment to fight under you. "The fact is, your
pame is popular elear down the tiver to New
Orleans.  I've heard yeu talled of on the
steamboats and in eamp, aml I kpow ~what T

gdy. Listen to ressom, and seize good-lu &k by
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wre Sorelusk,  Tloab in with the tide, Niek
Whisdl e -

The rebe! vutlaw tried to get up,eonsiderable
eathisinem of tone and vrnser, but his remarks
eamo with an ill-grace, and with- more of sul
leaneas than inspivation. Nick henrd him
paticatly and with apparent gravicy., He lifted

is sheulders and laughed quictly when Harker
geased sponking. .

« Confederaie gold I quoth he, incrednlounsly.
« Lot’s sco soma on't, will ye? Il give ye a
handsome bonus for every doliar you've gob in
good yaller ore. If you'enid Confederate brass,
#would been n different thing; for I allow

_there’s pleuty « thal amoug ye, and a giniwine
ariicle, too; withent ray alloy of the precious
metals in't.  Confederate gold!. I want none
aen't! I ain't up for sale yet; when I am, Jeff
Davis and Lis travelin’ ienngeric can como
and bid for me, and p'aps Il ga cheap. If
Jeff sbonld ehanee to be the purehaser, the
best use he could pub e to would be, hangin’;
for a disloyal eritter’ that ean be bought aad
sold, is better sawed up eold than Potherwis
Confederntes. I allow, are improved by hangin

a few honrs in the open air.  As for a commis-,

sion, 1"1 Like te sco the man as wouid dare offer
ma sich o wonstrons bumbug!l You've got no
goverment, and where theres no gover'ment
thers's no autherity. The authority of the
Uaitod Stales is swpreme lrom Maine to Georgia,
and from the Rueky Meuntains to the Guif of
Mexicom Don'l tulle your villainous freason to
me! I ean’ttuen traiter arér I've been n true
mau goin'-on furly year. Them there seven-
stayred rags won't do for me, I'd yuther fight
under i old weman's apron tied to a Lreom-

ole, thin to follow sigh a contemptible rog o

atile. Oh yea, Td rutler loy down and die,
than to fight for anything but the old banneri,
I want o fag (hal’s got a hietory to't, and
Liberty on't. I ean's fizht for colton and nig-
gers, but I ean fight for freedom and the Union
ng hearty and fiithful as any man that lives, I
can do that. O Lord, yes!

" Nick raised his veice, and his rough checks
glowed,

“Dou’t talk te me np more it that way,” he
added. “1'm mighty narveus, gener'ly, and
pistils sometimes go off o' their own nccord,
e’enamost.” '

“Bhoot Lim, some on ye, ean't ye!” slam-
mered Nonht Dixon, who still writhed in the
ungentic grasp of Mountain Max. *'Tisn't
fuir, this isn'e.”?

The pitiless fingers gbopped all farther ariie-
ulation, - Ilarker and his cvew were greail
embarrassesd,  Thoy meant mischief, but had o
wholesome feae of Nielk Whitlles' revolyers.
Each wished to make an attaclt, but no one had
tho courage to move first. Fow men care to
stir whiett o ristol-binliet is the penalty of nio-
tion: Ilavker folt that sometling must be done.

To stand longer, staring ai Niek Whiflles, was
useless : bot only useless, bui cowardly, Each
waited for the viher—easls lovked atb the other
—eaeh inwardly cursed thé tardiness . of the

ofher, A silerioe casued that was enjoyed by *

Niek oniy.
CHAPTER V.
MOUKTAIN AIRS.

The lamp burned dimly in the hands of
Archie Roe. 1f throw an unecrtain glimmer
over .all. It shimmered on the pale face of
Clari ; flickered over the white Lips of Clui,
Clari felt faint and woaiy. She glaneed at the
man _ealled Max — the steanger enlled Max,
wiiom she had befriended, Hos cyes were upon
licr—his cyes, dark and falt of gravitude,  Bhe

looked down, nnd a sickly blusit everspread her

fentures,
© wIf there is (o bo fighting,” said Max, “lot
the ladies retire.”

“ You oonldu’t have seid anything mors sen.

sible,” interposcd SBally Dowse, who was en
gaged inthe benevolent employment of support-
ing the half-conscicus Kitly. * Stand aside,
you land-pirate,”’ she wdded, glanecing with lofty
contempt at Harker, * Stand oul the way, and
tet me pass with this givi.” N

- ! .
Bearing her lovely burden, Miss Dowse af ™

tempted to pasa the roflian, wio, glad of any
event to aliraet momentary diversibn, g)rang
backward toward Archie Ro¢ and strack the light
from hishand. Friend aud foe were inslantly in
darkness. Tlere was a shuffling of feet, s bhur~
ried chnn"ing‘of positions, and a determined rush
to the s‘p& whcre Niel Whitdes had stood, Fult
of blind fary, each of the eutlaws was anxious
to give a wound te tle sturdy mountaineer, In
the light, all of tham had ebrunk frgm.an.

tacl; but darknees, they imagined, Fo¥cd s .

sudden and effeative onset, They were sigmal-
Iy foiled, foy Niek hnd too’ mueh cxperienee to
remain. on the threshold for o mark, Sabres
met and crossed in empty spaee. and several
reecived wounds from theie friends which were
intended for another.. Souie of the more feck-
less of the disunionists diseharged their pistole
at randor, but fortuuately without injary.
There wis & peli-mell refrest down-stairs, one
or two of Lhe villains fulling fron: the top guite
to the Lottem, in a very dumiagineg and pertlous
manner, Niek sverred afterwar] that he haps
pened to be near the liead of the stajrense dur-
ing their confused and elattering exit, awd that
some of tlem mest have run vielenlly against
his eclenefed fist, and in a wav ezlenlated to
disturh their respeetive ecntves of gravity.
There was much i
Jall while one ‘of them was fumbling for the
door, and their spirits were far less jubilaut
than when Lhey entered the premises, .
But it fared hardest “with Noak Dixon, for
Mountain Max had held Lim fast during the

imping and swearing in the ¥
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suole parley.  The moment the lamp was ex-
tingniskied by Harker, he hited the kuave from
lis lect, apd without imaeh trouble dropped
bim from the window. -Genuine expressions uof
'lntiu folluwed Lis rapid descent,and Mux was
satisfied that he bal not cseaged without some

portion of the punishment. due Lo bis deeids,
ffne geentost nuxivty of Max was for the safoty-
of Clari. e heard the pistol-shots with o
shiver of alarm. He folt s way toward her.
fle found her; he throw Lis arm abdot her,
mnd stood prepared to defewd her; but the
foise on the stairs, and preseutl'y at the door be-

E Jow, assured him shab the room was elear-of the
rebel mavaudees. A few shots fired after them
by Nicl hastened their flight and dangerously
wounded one of their namber. Thoir horses
sd stampeded, and those who had ¢ome so
bravely-utounted and’ confident, went away on
foot with far different feclings.

“ They're yunnin’,” said Niek WhifHes.
#The p'tson eritters are runmin’, and I hope
they won’t stop tifl they run steaight into lj;e

| Gulf. That's the only kind o' sea-bnthin’ for

suecasion siclness, IV be & mighty resort for
‘e by-snd-by, I allew. They'll go down-in
vash wmiuititides nt the plint ¢ Fedral Uage-
nets." ‘

Nizk blew the smoke from 1da revolver, ind
praced Lo think about the Gulf of Mexico a8 a
rebel batl. ' o ‘

Max fult Clari trombiing, and gradually yield-
ing to the reaction’of® intense excitement. e
etaid her sinking form and spoke words of
clicer ; slic beard them not; the danger being
Eussad, tle Freat pressure upon her energies sud-

eni ¥ removel, the revitlsios proved too mueh
bofor her—she fuinted.  The larger the men, the
anE#=-Tcls ; and the strongerhe is, the weali-
ex he beeontes whin o preity womairfaints. These
general prinaiples held good in the ense of Max.
- 13ut his embarresament did nut arise from the
mere nwltwardness of inoxperienee.  Ciari had
Lecome something ore tu-liim than an object
of common interest.  She had stegped at wiice
to the “highest place in ‘his mivd. ' Both Jijg
rengen owd his ‘imagination exalted her. IE
- high qialities had surprised and pleased him,
and given him a reverensk for the thiraeter of
womnn, new and strange, Clari hod tlirifled

*and mngnetized liim, ©lari, in freh, was the

only persen fie cottld tlink of, and shie was now
un absorbing l.hmight.'“;":" . T
Fortunately, Arehic Roe enme bo the rescne;

Lo re-lighted Tis extingnished Jamp, and Max!

hniled its fitful rays with unfcignud satisfne:
*tion,  Immellistely therd was o gathering of
the hionschiol], and” Sally Dowse dnd Lhe negro
girl Félly were, fof n time, in great, densaud,
aad execedingly ueefal. ‘ S
. By the united cfforts of all eoncerned, dome-
thing ke ordgr was finnlly restored, and the
houselwld and ils visitors were quictly assemibled
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inthe lower part of thehonae. Clari, recovered
fromi her temporary weakness, now luoked firm
and serene, slthongh somewhat pale.  Kiuty,
gqumiek in her emotions, was the first Lo be cheer
tul and to ferget her recent Levror, Snl]y
Dowse was servere-and dignificd, and more sest-
ous Lthan usual. Folly ehattered ang lnughed, =
and  showed Ler white teeth : -impressions !
mado upon her fluctuatj ¢ mind soon gave
plnce to others; and the same thought seldom.
beld Ler long under-ita-influence. Kobert Kin-
moutly was the gravest of 1he parties. He re-
alized the grent. danger from which he Lied s
enped, and for the first time since the brenking
eut of ilie Rebellion, undevetood the perils thnt
sorrounded bim and the evile of the times. The
conviction at Jength eame hLome -to Nis heart,
that ve mau was snfe nb his cwn fire-side, and
that cven women eould not find ennciuary st
heme. He Jooked nthis dnnghtcrs, atthe crazed
Arcliie . his scrvavte, and - conld not reproes’
8 eigh of muxiely. "Moupinin Max, na he wns
persistently ealled by those who kpew him, was
silent apd modest s n givl, If Lis cycs were
somewhat exenrsive in the Jirection of Clari, it
is 1ot to be wondeved st, the cirenmstanecs be-
ing such as to eall out peculinr feclings of ad-
mitation and gratitude: Eer kindncere in de-
fending him; Ler ingenuity in ecleoting a hid-
ing-plaee ; ler cfficicuey in cffecting the eon-
cenliment, and Jier fortitiide in rofusing to be-
teny him, were jlemas most thorenglly remem-
bered and appreciated. This: git]l had rieen
from the 'medioerity of eommon feminine hu-
mauity to the very summit of loroiem nnd un~
pelfishness,  Clart wag Leawiful, 1ler lrown,
erispy bair; her soft yet Justrous cyve, nnd o
preity mouth, cxpressive alike of thonghit nnd
refinement, were Bot things te paes vnnoticed
and unadmived. .

. ‘The _moun Lain-wan, the pupil snd compan-
ion of Nielt Whiflles, hnd.seln enougls of eueic-
ty in Culifornin, Rew Mexigo; and other loces,
td compirgliend the muby Gistifglions of female .
eharacter, and partienlnrly to’’appirceinte worlls
ahd DLeanty combined. {le was engharcd by
Cjovi.  He had stepped over the ehaimed eir-
ole of her'life, and henceforth he was Lo be held
in'vaséalige to her ‘will. His peace of mind
was ih a groat measure to depchd en the mo-
tion of Ler lips—tlie formation of o sylable—
the tender turning of o eye.  But Max rearce-
Iy naderstood this vet. e wns in a wmaze of
li‘ﬁlieii}lls uneertainty in regard lo hisown sen-
saticny,  Névertheless, Max, the rurdy 5 Max,
the sbrong and fenrless ; Mox, the monnlsincer;
Max, the wild, free rover, had fouhd lis sul-
duer, his eager and tamer, the mistrces of hig
aetiong, if ahe ohosg to be; and, in lricf his
degtiny., -Tle wild-beast hunter and {amcr wae
to be hunted and tamied: hunted by the cyes
of Clui; famed by her authority.” Max lad
¢enough to think of. :
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Niek Whifiles, who had been out to Took after { when thoy met, and she gave them something <

his bhorse, unwilling to trust it to slranger
hands, eame iz with the old earcless, comical,
quizzieal impression on his face. It was im-
possible Lo koep his elastie spirits long under
pestraint.  The gquoiet humor woull lurk in
the corners of his mouth, and tremble under
his grayish lashes. “Niek didn’f look very old.
He really did not.  Thoe lnst fow years had not
wrought any portiealar eliange In ltia cI:uuuL‘en
nanee or person. e wus still straight enougl
and stoul, cvonzh for all the practical purposes
of life, Mujor-Goneral Fromont had sent for
hiim to come dowa frem the mountnius, with a
feir eliosen woodsmen and sharpshooters, (o
take a hand in playing ont the game of Rebel-
Jion. The gencral's Jetler fuunﬁ

start of Lis own (ree will, with guite & num-
ber of the 1dentical men wanted., " Max Bus-

worth, his pupil and filend, was ddispatelied:

that very day with Nick's answer, while Niek, u
day or two afterward, followed more leisurely.
Ha reached Missouri without serious accident,
and “estabiished a small canip.
men had arrived, and otheis were on the way,
in squads and partivs, traveling fast or slowly,
.88 the mood suited them. o

Ttwill be scen that Niek enme just in tioe)
and that his presenco worked importunt resulls
at Kinmonthls. © ;

“ Where is yoor mother?” Kinmonth asked,
looking uncasily at Hilty. ‘I like mub. this
eontinyed nbsonce.” -

L don't know,” said Xitty, somewhat trou-
bled by her father’s manner. * 8he wenb away
early 1u the aflernoon, sitended by the buy
Splayfoot.” L ‘ oL :

Naw, tlo Loy Splayfoot wes a knolby-irend-
&l negre, by no meana of a boyish age ; bob it
should be known that slaves aré aull boys and
girla, to the day of their desiba.. o

“She and Splayfout gb ofton,” #dded Kin-
nrouth, rcﬂchiv'?P“. “1 sonrctinies wonder
where she go.d, agd what her business inay be.
It is now Jate,™ ot T

Kitty seamed distressdd, and 'dil” not earo to
encounter hev father's fnquiring glanees,

“ The exeitenent of the st hour,” risumed
Kinmonitl, * has kept her from my nind $9bat
now I ain quite distmebell? © - ° 0 ‘

“ 8play foot will take'enre of Jier,” snid Atelie
Roe. “ Bplayfivk 'kéeps ngar her whed' she
tallis with the wren i whe gy coats, with the
gilt thivgs on the henlders.” . ! ) h

Evéry one’ in the redm involuutarily turned
towsrd” Arebie,” Kinmouth , flushinl " to the
hrows. N IR )

“With what men doca she t41k.9" Jio néked,
sliruphiv, ' . T

©With the men in gray eents, with gold lage
on them,” tusworel' Arebie, quickly. .

The firge of Einmwouth giew more tronbled, )
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Niels ready Lo

Some of his,

 That
adlicyion ;6e 'the Confederaay, there could, be no

o

E
o

that looked like a bit of wlite puper. Then
they sent Splayfoot away, and they talied a
long time. I laid in the bushes eldse by, but
oub of might, and the gold-laced fullows wera
the Jeff Davis Confederates; tiie rebellious Ses
cesstoners, Wil swords and pistols, guns and
earbines, and Lorses to drive ont the Vuioncers,
ke fighting soldiers, and have everything
their own way,” : .
- Every ona in the room heard Arelies re-
marke with pain and surprise.  Iitly lkept
blushing, and lyoked furlively at Clavn. Slhe
cerlainly displayed o conscivusness of soume-
thing mupieasant and embarrassing. ler fa
ther observed her eonfusion. It wos known (o
tlie family, and to rome of the nelghboks, thut
Mre. Kimmauth Lad seeession tendencies, Wlhen
the subject of separation from the Federsl
Uuion began to be agituted, she made bo see el
of ber suntinrents, bul speke (huw frecty and
openly.  Afler the preteuded withdrawal of
issonri from the Federal. compnel, 2 notalle”

“Wo man onght to know beifer ner you,”
answered Nigk. % Tie gal there,” he poiuted
to Kitty, “scems to be turnin’ all soris o
golure. 1 allow she don’t believe 2 word on’t.”
I'"Nick quietly removed his “rifle from his
shoulders and plieced it ngainst the wall, within
reaels K)I‘,h_j#’s checite grew burning red, Niek
kept Irer under his observalion pitilessly, ’
“ Pow’l believe a word of whal ?" asked Kin-
wontl, somewhat enrtiy.

» A word abont her mother's bein’ a robel,”
replied Niel. | He paused an jnslaut, and ne
ono {aking up tho subjeet, lto eontinyed :

+ Nup that she carrics information tu the Se-
eeslers. Nur thet site has private meetin'a
wilh ’em, to pus the necks of her neighborsine
te halters ; to neense and to betray. Qb no!
Notlin® o' the kind 7 - .

% You are tov hard on Kitby, My, Whitfes,”
maid Clavi. * Kitby would not witlingly harm
n buman being., I will amswer for her truth

chunge epme over her,  Sho beeame singulnrly
retieent in regard fo the Rebelilion.  Sowe per-
gona thonglit That she bid renounced hor se-
‘ecasion proelivities, and po louger aymputhized
with the disloyal diatuibers of publie sceurity.
A fom, howovery wepe wiger, and belieyed {lhag
her siléhon "Wus wofe dangerons bhan open
avowal, ’ : B
Mrs. Kinmoull was.the second wife of Robert
Kinmouth, and the mother of Kity, She
tagreigd young.  Bhe lsd been ealled hand.
some,.a8 8 girl, nud stilf retuined, in a vemark-
ably degrae, these good lvoks that had first
pleised the eyes. of ber hueband.  Mres. Kin:

dungliterwere often inislaken fur sisbgr = mlkghyT
relationshin looked more. probabie to"Srangers .
than the renl one. It couid not bo disguised

At aha was yot. faic, and eapable of cxeiting

hduiication.  Ylor tempergiuent was eminently
Seatwrn. Her bload was Lot, and her will im-
perious ;. DUt senge, adrojtiiess, nud shrew.ness, ,

“mpdified $hese; and lold thenr, when expedion-

of requived, in gomparative eleyunce. Mra.

 Kinuouth was gublle, ~ She wis a”politieal gn- ,

triguante, potyithstanding Iy ostensibie relire- |
incnb «frorm the bitter ‘disenssions of the day. ..
r. Kinmonth was aware of her. sceres

doubt ; bui ke was riot prepnred 1o hear that sha,
lield cotyespondence with the cnemy, e woeld
willingly Liave héen gpared the mortifiention. of
Arelie’s disclosure. He fult lambled in: 4ho
eyid of Niek Whiffles and Max Bosworll,” A
nromept of rqﬂéctinn reonvineed kb that lie
vught not to &utertain sueh feclings, and. that

ho éhiould nab condemn his wile un the mere .
testimony of the yoath, ., ) '
My wife, I trost,” he said, leoking ab Nigk;

*They (onehed ‘their lints, aud they smiled | and zmiting faintly, “ is no rebel”

- o

ferateful fo” your goodness,” she stammered.

wmonih wag s Well-prescrved, that sho and Ler,

uud integrity. She would kndwingly enter jnto
o compaet that wonld endauger the perce and
sifely of Union families.” - "

“[ thoak you, Glari,” eried Kitty, throwing
ler arms areund Clari’s neck, and eoucealing
e glowing faee wpon her besom: “I am

- 1 know nothing of intrigucs, and I receive no
en:fidenee that [ can evade.” . )
“That T am sure of, darling I" spid Clari,
sollsingly, kissing her white forehond.
Mr. Kinmouth looked pnd listened with in-
ing euviosity. .
There’s ne harm in the gal,” resumed
“ There's meitheryeruelty nor treichery
tygn wehisdh is ehildlike, true andd trast.
. . But I remember very well how the chiegt-
uts was gof out o' Lthe firé, once on a time.
B> cheer—up, Hitle'un, and dow’t think that
ek Whiffles mennt to put you down, or to be
urd on ye in the lenstest way whalsomover. I
bover was hard on gils. 0 Lord, not!”
Niek spoke so kindly and genially, that the
bipulsive Kitty instinctively pub out her litile
d in token of forgiveness. Niek earefully
puclied the bips of the dainty Gogers, and said:
“All vight, gal. I read your natur’ as if
Fas o printed book. But your honest little
ark will get yeo juto condemned little Qiffikil
kg, if you don’t look out for’t, sooner or later.
o't meddle with oblier folks' scerets. Let
o ag lng scerets keep ’em. Dirop 'em ag
oz would hiot shot. I kad an aund once that
s full of secrets. They. were stored away in
parts of her systam; like meuldy goods
o an avction-ghop:  They was erowded into
T from aitie to ecliar, and she wouldn’t part
fih one on 'em for love mor money. The
nsequence was,” added Nick, looking gravely
the floor, “ilhat she got ao full Lhnt shie
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Nick sighed regretfully. * Dreadful scandals
eseaped,” he resumed, ** when her flues col-
lapsed ; and they buried her and her seerets ns
quick as they eonld, in nguita percha box. It'a
beon said that women-folks couldn’t keep se-r
erete ;. bot. my -aunt, you see, give the lic to
that, p'int Mank, and died from the onuatieal
strain on her orgine.” .

Kitty brightered up, hoping. that Niek's sua.
piciois were direeted into the channel of Im-
mer, and that his keen eyes had censed to study’
her. - :

“‘Bhe waa onlike another fomnle relntive o'
mizne,” Whiffies went on, * who bad such a lior-
ror'o’ seerels that she wouldn't go to bed with
one on licr stomaeh, but out with it to the first
neighber that come in; end if no good gossip
didu't come in, she’d on wilth ber lLonnet and
shawi, nnd off she’d trot to peddle it out will
additions and variations, and in this way.gil
relief for her tender conscience.” You've hecrd
tones fixed wp with veristiovs, so that they
looled ns if the notes Lad been sprinkled on
tem fromk a pepper-box. 1 knowed o nasty,
cheese-entin’, German éritter that hasled up
‘Bwedl Home' in such o way that youw eouldn’t
tell it from ¢ Rory O’Meore’ or ¢ Daniel Tucker’ ;
and that wes jest the way with that woman's

' secrets when she peddled ’om out, "There wasn't

no difference so to speak; atween ‘ Bonny Doon®
and * Yankee Doodie', ard "twns the variations
that doue it. You mumn’t rob s weinan of her
varviations, O nol sartain-not.”

% Come, Mr. Whifles,” interposed Clari. «1I
won't allow that.”

“ Nor I, ncither,” quoth Nick, # A woman
oan Lkeep n geeret. Nobedy in the world is so
keerful of o scoret as n woman. ¥ slie feels.
‘her strengll a goin’, and her seeret in danger,
she’ll git half n dozen eronies to lay hold on't
and. help her keep it. If it gits away, it be -
arker & cendemned struggle, I tell ye. Baut,
Lord bless ye, most seercts ain’t strong enoujgh
in the arms snd légs, to:git away when they've
once closed with em, and floored ‘emy, as it-
were,  Howaomever, a seoret is big enough to
go alone when two respectable women ean't
carry it comfortable,” - o . .

Niek Whiffles teok ont n hiandkerchief of an
anomalous hue, and withi an air of benevelenes
wiped his swarthy fuce. # But-that's neither
here nor there,” e continued. A story is a
story, ond a lic 'is & Me ;. while 'the touth is jest
.ae much a truth now as if it indn't never been
spoke- since the warld ptood.” "As T've stated
afore, there was o liar in the Whiffles family.
and I've.nllers been glad it wasn't me,  But I
won't tallk o' that now. One thing at a time is
oy iway. Never stop to make divarsions to the
right and left, and spin_long yarns; I dou’s,
when there’s Lusiness to be done, though my
father was o great hand for that. I'vo knowed

bida’t Lold 'em. The last onc kiiled Lew

¢ bust, my att did,” N

him to stop, with his food halfway to Lis moutl,
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to toll & condemned story Lhat nobedy on airth
soull b'lieve without oversiretehin Lis fakiitics.
fle had a heap o' family traditions. Used to
{el} about some of his anecstors, his gran’motl-
er's gran'fother, I blieve, eatchin' three hun-
dred Toxes gad tyin® three hundred firchrands
to ilicir tails, nud turain’ *em into Lis neighbor’s
wheat-field to damage it—a capordthat nllers
seomecd to mo connwrally fexy, so fo epenk.
Then there waa another piecce o' nousense le
ueed 1o relate for a fuct, conssrnin’ & party o
Liunters and trappers which orossed the Red Sea
on dry land: a thing 08 was never done afore
nor sénge.  Where that piece o water is, I don't
know, never havin' ecome aerost no sea o' that
partictlar eolor durin' all.my marvelin’ up and.
down the Wostern kentry, whers there’s every

kind of o sea thot's wortl montionin’,”
s ¢ Patlier,” sez I, “don’t go on in thai way,

. soz 1, IVl grow an ye, sez I

s What'll grow on me P sez he, kinder gruff.

w = You'll git to b'lievin’ on "em yourseli, one
o' these days,'sesl. - . .

4 Niek, you raseall’ sez lie. * You youyng
‘heallien,’ 56z he, a feelin! arter his cane, *den't
you blicve the Seripter? sez be. t

we pg fur as I know it,’ sez I ¢ But there
wasn't ne Seripber in our family, not as I'm
aweer on.' T

“¢The Whifileses could do what anybody
eonid do,” gez he, givin’ me an ugly look. * Pre-
Winps,’ sez he, *you wonldo't &lieva bouk the
sun's stannin’ akill o gonple -0 bours, so that o
sardain great gencral counld eut and alash among
i1y anemies,” Bez he, *aud put "em to the plint
o' the sword. - . R

44 Was «thot genoral .any’of your follis,
[nther? sez L o :

“¢ That’
suilen. ‘As for you, you pagan,’ gz ho; ¢ the
suiv might, stan’ still ol day, and yeu 'fvolrl“llnf.t.
kil thg vallygof a dozeit red squirrels, let-aione
amitin’ your enemies.’ . )

wi Wae e n, majer-gencral,’ ses I, “or only a
sommon malitia general, géod -for muster days
and May teginin's ¥ .. . . .

«¢ Niok,' sez he, frownin’, f.youw're old enough
to take ko the woods. . You're too old for my
{pmily,’ soz e, ‘I can’i Liavo anybady réund
L?ml; woi't: swaller the family traditions. > Do

‘o b’lieve that a fish swallered a man ¥ sez
ie, burpin’ on me prighty sharp, - - o o
 Tg it o test question ¥ sez I, -
w4 Anawer me,' sex he, a8 stern as ha eould
apenl. . : -

«+ No more not I b'lieve that a man awallered,
n fish,” sez I.°. R L

“ T 'was.n whale !’ sez he, shaking his’cane
at me, | . L Ve

© «tNo man ever swallered a whale,! sez 1,
Livistling up.’ N
w+ Git out o’ my house! sez he, ¢ Aund don’t
never goime haok,’ sez e ¢ Aud take the Apoe-

nolhin' to yeu,' sez he, rayther |-

14 tool fiat'rally to the water, and some'at to

riply with yo; and If you doo't believe i§,
yowre a liar!* acz he.,
7 "4 Seein’ the old gentlemen wns right wrathy,
I'picked up my teaps aud started. I tool to
the bueh, and didu't seo him ag'in for “lree
years and up’ards; and then I went bae  oub
0" sheer curusity to see il "twas o Whiffles that
was in the fish Dusiness, The oid man threw a
beaver-trap at me, and fold me to give him ne’
more o' my sarse. ‘The Whiffleses is an old
family,’ sez hc, in o pariental, musin’ sort o'
way. They've had n hand in everyiling as has
happened aence the beginnin’ o time. -An an«
cestor o' mine was lookin® over the wall at the
time the apple was eat. They built:bireh on-
noes, the Whiffleses did, in the time o’ fhe
flood, and paddled about right smark darin’ Lhe
whole o' the shower, They was allers in difti.
kiléy, but managed to tnke care o' theirscives
toler'ble comforiabile. " Your misl lievin’ mind,’
sez lie, “will be n great damage to ye, st one
Lime or 'nother. | «pose.you havs feerd ihu
slory of forty b'ars' crrvyii” off two old ehililren
for puttin’ thelr thumbs to Uicir noses at somc-
thin® their Father told wm ¥ '

Niek pansed again, and glanced ebont the
roonr at his audience  Although he had been
talking very pleasantly, there wus o shade of
anxiety vn his face. )

Kitty was ealm; her impulsive mnature had
been suohhed.]i;y the uoprzeniious humors of
the grapper.: Kinmouth wus the most serions
of the party. - :

Mountain Max, requainted with Niek and hia
ways, did not ouce withdraw his eyes from tho
featnres of his old friend, but kept them fixed

aney.
“ But what { was comin’ af,” said Nick, iz a
voice that slightly faltered, * was this.”
.- He took & slip of paper from his pocket, and

light, and seemed fo read it carefully.

I . CHAPTER VI.
: MRH KINMOUTH.
Having stared at this paper an unrénsonubly
long time, Niek nrose, and handed it to Kin-

monih. L

T picked this u%{in the boy's eamp,” snid
Nick, with & nod at Max.” 1t may throw gome
light oh thia here business, and I hope it will do
nobody ne harm. Yol needn’t read it loud,
miless you want fo; but prehaps you, can tell
what hand writ it. I never could write mueh
myself.. I allera'made p'ison work on’t when |
writ to the gals, whe I was o young man
Hooks and trammels was’t in my ling, 1 allow

on the sun-browned visage with vigible expeet-
go with Visible expogt |

elowly unfolding it, advancéd it nearer to thal.

wihisky, butnever nat’'rally to ink, T old tha!
no two -handwrilin’s is exacily nlike, and 1
swear Lthat mine fan't the same twica in o twelve

moush.  Now, that bit o' prper seems innoecont
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eﬁuugh to look ot, but there's a heap o' conse-l  * And yet the truth s truth, and must bo mek

quences in it It give Max a droadful sweat; it
scared theae gals, nud it Lrought you within dn
ineh o’ your life; eud not your life either, but
your death.” : ‘

Robert Kinmeouth reccived the <~per with an
unagoogntable foreboding, and grew mnofably
pale LG momeont he examined it,  Clari watehed
every ehange of his countenance.

I will read i5,” said Kinmouth, in a sup-
pressed tone.  © Fairness to Mux Bosworth re-
fnires that the coutenia be kuown to him.”

He vead as followa: | S

¥ (IENERAL PRIGE :—Ad you know, I am secretly ths
friend of the Confgderacy, and you may alwaya reiy on
my friendship and fidelity. - Iincur some risk'in writing
these lines, but trust that I have managed maiters so

alroitiy, that these around me ave eutirely ignorant of
ey sentiments, 1 have discoverad that the person calleu

-Hountain Max, a shavpshooter from Caiifornia recently

arrived, ia lnrkiag about in the woods two or three miles
above here, waiting for ond Nick Whiffles, who is duily
expacied, ab the lead of 8 baod of Union flesperndoes,
from the mountaing, I think that Alick Mavker, with
some of hia busbwhackers, might ensily surprise acd
éaptura this fellow, Max, wha i3 reported to be pariicu-
{ariy daring and dangerous. The guicker thess pestilens
Unionists are extermninated, the better, I've no doubt,
general, but you will soon free Missouri from Yankes
tule, My husband, I regret to say, sympathizes with

. the Northern fanatics ; bat I trust that my loyalty will

he aufficiont to save him from the balter. Teur this into
u thousand pieces as soon ad read. I have diaguised wy
band ; but some pzople, you know, have sharp eyes, nnd
I would nok be unvaited until I have done the Confedera~
e essential service. Yaurs for Southevrn rights,

. . *+ A Frsenp,”

{u & posteript was added:

Tall your paopla to respect the life and property of
tay husband, ~ At heart, he.js really a good yaan ; and I
woulda't havd him hanged for the world I

.® A Kind and considerate soul, whomsoever
ghie may bel” said Niek, dryly.

+ .. Kinmouth did not stiv; he continued $o gnze

ui the paper.

% Liet me see it,” faltered Kitty,

"¢ No,” answered Kinmouth, quickly, it is
no} neadssary.” ‘ . T

_Clori continued to ohserve her father, but did
not speak, A painful eilenceensued. Max was
mystified ; - but there was a guiet gleam of in-
telligence in Nicl's eyes. ,

“ Fathor ?” seid Kitty, persnasively, holding
ont her hand. '
4T bell you, No!” said her father, with stern.
ness. ;

“1 never knew him to be so croks,’” sighed
Kitty, nestling to Clari. .

* Bnub your emr’osity, Jittle. woman,” queth
Niele. © “ Our'oslty ja 'n .bad ibing in gala.
You've got fhe pith on’t, and what's the good o’
i okin'?" " Wrilin’ is writin’, and it can't be no
more nor less nor-that,” - ) .

=T bave n dvendful -suspicion,” - whispered
Kitty to Clari. * Denr Clarl, do say something,
Say that sornebody you kiow is good and true,
end the friend of all” - -

* All that you wigh, dear,” murmured Clari,

:omulee," respotded Kitty, with a shiver of
error. -t

“Iusl ! Mother hos returned. I hear her
voice without, She is giving orders Lo the serv-
ant about the ecxre of her howse,” said Clari,
with & necvous atart, - -

Kinmouth erushed the paper in his hand, and
thrusg it into his pocket. ~ The dvor was opened,
and.a fing-looking woman entered, luilowed by

‘a-stout negro. The Jady was Mra. Kinmouth,

and ber DLlack nttendant was the boy called
Bplayfoot. The skirts of her riding-Labil wero
gathiered np graccfully iv her left hand, while
w the right sho earried nn elegant riding-switel:.
She paused near ihie Lbreshold, enst a guick and
penctrating glanes at cvery face ; (lhen, with re-
markable geli-possession, iade a very beeoming
olLeisance to thie compuny. Lach pereon pres-
ent mutely aeknowledged a conunending mind,
and & DLrilliapt and faseinaling woman, Ki-
mouth felt bis heart Leating Lard egainst its
mottal Loundaries. Ilis love struggled with kis
pride and his Lenor. Pretiy and graceful w - -
cn bave cerlain immuenitice—n Lagitly-renderedt
courbesy and allegisnee, . Open-handed man-
heod gives it sportaneously and without grudg-
ing ; and Mre, Kinmouth enjoyed a memenlary
trinmph, though jutnitively conseious Lhat seme -
thing out of the common routine of life lad ce-
eurred.

Doth Clari and Kitly cast an unguict and in- -

quisitive Jook st their father. Kinmonlh wua
oulwardly calm. Though {aken nt a dmndvan-
tage by th? suddeuncas of his wile's "entrance,
ho quiekly” vallied, and showed Limsclf equal {o
the ocension. .

“You ride late, Ilelen,”
jeoldly. ¢ The roads are no
should furnish light enough Hrfyour equesirian
excarsions, Nor is it prodest te expose your
Liealil to the night air.'’

* You are quite right, Robert,” anewered Mrs,
Kinmcuth, ingenvously.  I+expeeted a scold-
ing, and, to speak ihe truth, descrys one, Bub
you have 1¢f been alone, I perecive.’.

8She glanged ot Mox and Niek Whiffles; kot
her eyea went guickly Lack to the first. Ob-
servant and apPreciative of suel things, the un-
common physique of Bosworth di\&}not. cecape
her.notiee, A conhoisseur was Mis. Kinmouth
in manly beanty. His frank and 1bble eounte-
nance impressed her favorably. Sle inwnrdly
hoped that they shosld not differ on politieal
subjeets ; but differ or not, she resclved to be
tolerably well plensed with him, previded his
senge was equal to Lis figure, P

“ Mr. Bosworlii, Mra. Kivmonth,” said the
courtcous husband, introductorily. '

Mrs, Kinmonth nekuowledgad the mountain.
rer graoiously, and turned eavelessly doward
Niek, who found lessy favor in his eyes. HKin-

¢ snid, Bomewhss
o, aud the day

wouth was cmbarrassed.  Laickily, hio thought
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of the name of Niek's horse, and elnpped it” on
to te teapper williout eéremony.

- M Swingfool, Mrs, Kinmouth,
from ap viver, sorewhere”

Kinmouih goughed, to eoneeal his deeeption ;
while Nick accopted the nawe of lnis Lorse with
I eoining meckness. X

“ Yoar wost obhdient, Mr. Swingfoot,” anfl’
Mes. Kinmoath, with moek soriousness, drop-
ping a courtesy so low that jb would bave beci
grotesgue in o womnan less gracefal. ‘

L3l death do us part,’ -quroth Niek, with a
mild motion of the Land, and not in the least
put dowa by the Indy's over-politencss.

Mrs Kinmouth had whirled from Nick wilth a
chariing v of her skirts ; bat when she heard
hig enbin rijoinder, she gave kim o gulelk look
over her shonlder ) ' - ’

“In these troubled times, Mr. Swingfoot,”
kli¢ remarked, witl a felieitous mingling of il
buricsqne and the serious, “ death often parts
peeple anexpectedly.”

" You are quite right, my lady,” responded
Niek, with unusun! esuvbiiness, " I've kuowed-
fulks that was quite well'in the mornin’, hunted

down and hanged afore night.”

There wes something -in the tones of Niek
sthat stertied the ears of Mrs, Kienmouth,'

* Tene,” shie replied, with an affected ahiver,
+# Drewdfal things will eormetimes happen,”

Y Your hustmnd ean tale his oath o that,
i, pid Niek, < The seeession bushwhnek-
-ers-hinve been here, and there’d beew a hangin’
in your own fumidly, if it hadn’e Leen for the
providenge o' God.” . . .

A hob (Tuah suffused Mrs, Kinmouth's face,
Conseious gui't, Niele thought, ravealed itsolf in-
her ot eheclis. One moment she was silent.
Blie Lit her rosy lip with hor white teoth 3 then,
lookime stendily ut'hor husband, was mistress of
herseld ngin, ~ « . o

* Robert,” slie exelaimed, * what las hap-
iunmd ? 1 see sizns of confusion heve.  Speais,

tubert 1" Bhe advanced a step, with every ap-
pearanee of -suiicitude. Kinmouth had “hard
work to bweliove the convistions ef his heart, as
she sloed befare him, sv beautifitl, and appar-:
ently 8o earnest, . - :

“Hdome of aur good neighbors hare been liere
in your absenes, {clen,” he answered, Y .Thay
werg led on by that sconidrel, Alisk Harlcer,
md fine work they liave miade in the house,|
‘They wmadetwar on iuncesnt wardrobes; and
yor will find your own and your daughter’s ap-
= irel hacked and mangled by these {)illagers »

1 uare not for the dresses,” eriot
mouth, * Felk e if they threatencd yon !”

“They dil more nor that,” juierposed Niek
Whilites,
Lada'l eome jest as I did.. They was goin' to
Lang Lius from his own ehnmber-winder.  Bog

Bwingfoot

“Mrs. Kin-

“ There'd been a 'ison difiikiity if I [
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% 8o they tried te hang you, Robert,” gaid
Mrs, Kinmouth, musingly, lifting her riding-
swibell ag if to steilie something she could see
with her mind's eye. -

* He has spoken the trath, Helen,” answered
Kimnouath, gravely, . ’

 Aliel Hurker ¥ gueried Mrs. Kinmguth,
“Aliek Harker," snid Kinmouth, with his
¢yes fixed upon ‘the ti; of his wile's Toof, that
peered - daintily from beneally Lhe sweeping
babit. A woman kuows what will tell on her
side of the question. Clarming women have
aharming ways. Homely women have homely
ways. © Muale sight s always rendy to sacrifice
reason to thet onc scnse—at Jeast, for the time
being. Mr. Kinmouth was n very firm man, but
a charitable and considerato aunh, also, He
could not help glaneing from motker fo dugh-
ter, and from daughter to mother again. They
were wondrously Jike im -person. Mr. Kine
month eloked down hiafeelings, and wade a
generons margin for politiesl aceibitice ‘and

partisan zeal. . .
SN Lo even with Lim 1" said Mrs, Kinmouth,
eompressing her lips, and striking ber skirt with
hier swileh. ~ * 8ee if Alick Laiker don't answer
for this insolence 1"
“One might pat'rally be cxevsed for askin’

thot could bo put dewn by nothing huma.

‘Mes. Kirmoutl had the prestige and nil the
elefenin of an adept ; but Nieh's eimple re-
mark eonfused hér.  She perecived in on inslant
her false eslimate of the man. She wae eon-
Sctouy that ho ofdinaty charaeter was observing
her, amd weighing hier in the balanee.

“1f the ptnishment falls on him, no matter
how,” atewered Mrs. Einmouth, with a Qignity
that was reatly enperh, . Then, 1o ber hngband:

“Robiert, Tom greatly distmrled,  Whnt-gas
bave fold me fills me with ferror, ¥ mmst hinow
the particulars. © Excuse me, genth: men"— she
lsoked at Mux—* for-a few moments, while 1
nalte some ehunges in my pppagd. A riding-habie
is rather emBarrassing for'tho louyse. Kitty
; Bhe made & gesture 1o Kitty, and swept from
the room with that indeseribable cace nnd eonfi-
denée wiriel a graecful and thorough woman of
the worl® only cun susccssinily rssume.

T CIBAPTER VIIL

; . RITTY. )
Kilty Jooked hesitatingly at ker falhicr, and
arose to foilow Mra. Kinmonth,
« Kitty #* he aid, Lo
The girl stood -atill,
etd.her, and addressed (hese words to licrin a Jow
voiea. oo P
“ These arg times, my doughter, when we are
abliged to practice the utinost prudence. 'Life,
property, and happiness are nt Lazard, | Mri,

I put nostop to that.  Idid, by wighty!l  And
e e ehunks shedad dlad”

Kinmouth will ask yon many qusstions soncerii-
ing the stirring trancaclions” of the “evening!

how ¥ obrerved Niek, ‘with a calm aranrance

Kinmonth aprronch:’
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You nced -know only that :;.._fug%l.ivo Uulonist
gought safety here, was befriended by Clari;
and, you may truthfully add, was discovered by
Trarker and Jds mon”

He stopped an inslant, then added :

&1t is nob cxpedient that Mr. Bosworth
should Le identified with the person eailed
Monntain Max, vor that the man whom [ intro-
duced as Swingfoot should be known for the
present fs Wick .Whiflles. ' ‘There are reasons
why this deceptfon shonld bLe practiced with
your mother. Do ) ou undersgand 2

“ 1 dow't kiew,” slie stammered. “There
sre some things that I am afraid to uaderstand,
1 iucan well, falher; bod T am weak and inxpul-
sive. I Jove you both so much! F waat to
obey and oblige both. It places me so awk-
wardly, father!” ' .

Her voice trembled, and she looked ab hiim
timidly. . o

“Be strong for the ripht,” enid Kinmouth,
kissing her forchend. “Ge to your morher;
alie waits, DBe subile, my little XKitty, for enee
in yeurlife, Die like Clori” . .

i'e glaneed st Clari with cvident pride.

« Inypassible I murmured Kitty, « Clari is
fo slrong, sclf-possessed, and relfrelinnt, while
1 am 80 woak, waveripg, and uncertajn of my-
relf. 1i'a a terrible thing te Ve sp conslituted
that we wish Lo give nobody-pain. But L'l iy,
fathert " T'll Ley to be deeadfaily deep I

And with t1i¢ most Lonest and amiable fare to
Le found, Kitty ran after her mother. Huzry-
ing up-stairs to Mre. Kinmunth'a_c'].mmbe!-, she
found her seated, waiting for her rather jupa-
tieutly, Bhe:had yet made not the slightest
ehange in her toilot, and eal ‘gensly whipping
hor Dabit with ber pwigh, o - . .

: nsey ¢ sail Mrg, Linmeuth, care-

3 LY
et

“Well, mother?” replied Kitty, demuraly,
wihout trostivg heraelf to eneountcF the bright
eyes-of her mother. ' ’

“Phit wnkea two wells; ard 4mo wrells, ne-
eupding to the &ld praverb, make p river. What
did you loiter for ¥ 7 o0 .

" #70 eamo right alang,’ said Kitkyemebivers
premptly. . L T
“ Came here, you little duncey
ditat your jacket tor you ! saidt Mrs

with playfel nonehslance, gontly. sivili

shoubders with lier. gwiteh. . . ® You . ean'tulic,

and you know it,” T S T R S
s %‘Jhy shonld T Jie ¥ apawered tigygirl, at~

TR A

1ot m
K{y]r eubhy

tempting Lo parry-ler motherls ncalaness. - .

i Don’t measneo swords with me, Puss,”con::
tiuned the lady, more serlously. .4 You know,
n the eleverest af soch -exoveise.. I- roust
know what liag taken plage.hete. . It i3 neges-
sary that I shonld immediately be, infyromed of

ting her |.

mother. T eun talk just as well while you're
bnsy,” answered, Kitty, evasively.
“Let me feel your paws, Pusa!” laughed

J Mrs. Kinmouth, {aking her hand. * How vel-

voty they arel  Ome can hardly feel the ineipi-

ent aluws through the soft pile. You are a

very harmless erenture, as yet, Kitty: And as
for your wit, you haveu't a patliels to epare:
You are not old cnough te deceive a wiss

grimalkin like myscll, You waul to geb out
from- under my éyes, and tell me an artless,

pretey story, while I am changing my . dress.

It never'll de! Don't waste your feeble pow-

ors, girl,  There is neb wit enongly i the fam.

ily to make netresaus of both of us.  Somuthing

very scrions hng trangpived hiere. Now, whal is

it?” Down, downy apd make a elean breast I

Mes, Kinmonth Jeew Kitly down uwpon a
cushion at her feet, so thut she could lesk
straight into her eyea, . - .

« Gome, litle fool ! Begia to tell ma the Jie
vonr father told you to teld.” .
© The lady was véry gnict, yel vary full of that.
self-sustaining assarance fhab so surcly over-
comss reaistances -

« X was not hara at the time Lhs troulde com-
menend,” Legan Kitby 3 # but Clari wap.  Clari
‘ean tell it the best.™ - '

Mra, Kinmonth gave her a little eat with dhe
whip, and muttered, “Pahaw! Go on'”

w1 grems, however,” contined Kilky, ¢ that
a Univn man was pursnad by sotu Bucessionists,
and look sheller 1n the house. Clari hid him
Lin the wall, aud whea ITatker eame, she couldn’t
teil where he was, They made horrid thrents,
aml finally were going to murder father ‘unless
[ she wpu!d‘&cll.‘ The villains gob & repe and put
it around his neek, and it was very, very fright-
fal!, I ihonght Uslould die!”

.« Wouldn't Clari speak ?” asied Mres, Kin-
mouth, quigkly. , o

“Bhe was dreadfully agitalod, and falher be-
zan to belicve that there was sorebody hidden
in ithe house. 'So he told -her it thera was,
and e was ayped Union man, and was younger
aml gfronger than he, mot to buiray him.
W hlle Olort slowd, with elasped Lands, in fearfol
luneerta’nty, Mounlojn Max—" L
¢ Mrs Einmouth etarted nepyvonsly, |
-, “What's the mattep, mother ?7 R |
-4 Qo on,” spid Mra., Kinmonth, bending to-f
~ward Kitly with eagerness.  “ Mountain Max
. #L am alittle hefure my story,” coniinued
'Kitky. * It turned out, aflersard, that Lhuse!
shogking hushivhaokars hind stnrted-a man ched
Mountain Mo lately frasn the gold mountaing
fof California—and,” sho added, gathering .ootr.
‘agre,. ot so- mueh from the goid -mountaine, I
shoild think, ae. from the grizzly bear moun-
tains—whom they -had surprised somewhere wp
the. viver. ; And the person whom Clari Tiad'

everytling tliat Las lmppened; duriig my ab-
senee, S ’ R

“ Boltdr' take off yolﬁ'r hat’ ,A:!& guﬂ]ltlc’.s,

thidden was be.. Henring what hed been said,
s Mouninin Max burst from his eoneealment,
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to enve father, and rvelleve Clari frem lLery

dreadtul embarrassment.”

Mrs. Xinmouth was now somewhat pale. She
listenod to Kitly's woprds with earnest attention,

* “Ho ncted spleniidly, Mountain Max did!
He aprang toward lather, wlhom they hnd placed
in the winduw, resdy to push ‘on e Iikty
shuddered—* drew him awny from the danger,
and knoclied ene of the men who was bholding
Aring, wight threngh the window.”

The fuir narvator stopped, t_mc} reontled her
Satlers inslreetions,

“What huppened then #" queried Mys, Kin-
mouth, compressing her lips.

‘8o e saved futher's Jife,” ndded Kitky.

% And what becawto of this Max$?  °

* They took bim away,” replied Kitty, won.
dering at her own powers of diesimulation.”
*The Secessionists tovk him away.  And about
that time the men below ¢ame, but net goon
endugh to do any wood.”

“ Bosworth and that keen-cyed man in buek-
ekin o - hd :

“ ¥og,” said Kitty.

“Btrange that o man should hnve the same
name as his Lorse I” gaid Mrs, Kiumouth, mus-
ingly. . )

fSame nnme as his horae™ repeated Kity,
eoloring eonscionsly,

" As T prssed the tablea just now, I saw g
strange horse, eovered with a red blanket, on
which was painted, in black letbers, the name
*Bwingfout. Now, was that the man’s name
or the liorse’s name 9 .

Mrs. Kinmouth got Kitty's eyes under hots,
and held them steadily, Co

I should think so,”” murmured Kitty, rather
irrelevantly. ¢ Fathier introdueed hLim, you
know? Father wouldn’t bave introdueed him,
yott know " : s
Kitty toolt her eyes away suddenly, ned lot
them droop to lier mother's ehin,

“Younever will be able to tell lies ingenuousty,
- . my poor little girl I said M#s, Kinmouth, wiih

o sigh, “Just under the word ‘Swingfoot’,” ]

she went on. ¢ woro the initinls * N, W,

- ¢ NLWL P murmnred Kitty, with hot sheeks.,

% Perbaps it menns North Weat.” !
“Qr New World, or Night Walker!" added

Mra. Kinmouth, moekingly.” #Or, more proba-

bly, Not Warranted |
Lsifffes 17, _

Mrs. Kinmouth laughed, but it was a troubled
laagh., . - : :

Kitty showed guilt, and with a downward
glance, expresasd the opinion that “ Not War:
ranted" looked reasonable.

« Catharine Kinmouth, stop %ﬂivocnting i
said the mothev, sharply. " What does it
suffice. Vou are bot 4 jointed doll in my
hande. T ean take you all apart in a minute -

It cannot mean Niek|.
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“Come, my ehild, be frank,” continued Mrs.
| Kinmouth, with most winning lenderncss of
manuer. . ¢ You have dune your dnty to your
father, although your blushing falsciwods fall
larnrizes at my feek.  You aro an honest, gingle-
minded, well-meaning gir), and nothing  but
simple truth sits easily on you. I wish you
could intrigue a litkle ; that vou had more ark,
and were more of ‘my mode of thinking. Poli-
ties don’t scem to get into your head af all; ory
i they do, they get in at the wrong side. Re-
bellion is the thing for us, my dear. With
rebetlion comes’ war, and war, ihough terrible
in some vespedts, is brilliant with ‘beroie deeds
and gilded vith Listory, The Confederacy ia
*War'y Let it come! Those who survive it
will have tales to tell. The South hos east off
her sllegiance to the Constitution, aud will
never go back: to its bondage again, The
Federal power will be shaken and overthrown I'¥
rs. Kinmouth spoke in o grave and carnce
faslion.  Xithy! regarded Lier with nwe.

I wish you had the courage,” the Indy went -
on, ;Iwrcsently, ‘“ to help me.”

“In what way, mother ¥ Ifitty asked.

' By earrying 4 cerinin message to o eertaln
place.” ’

The girl instantly thought of the letier she
bad seen, and beeame very pale.

“ What! terrified alrendy 2 exclaimed Mrs.
Kinmouth, with a toss of contempt. .

“We on(giht‘ to ba eareful what we do,' ob-
served thie danghier, significantly.

* Of course, we ought! I-am snspected, X
suppose ? There was 8 certaln awkwardness
upon you tll as I eamein. I felt it immedinte-
ily. I am ‘not to be deceived, Cntherine, 1
shall be watehed in future. I eunnot go out
again to-night, therefore, T mustlinve n tragiy-
messenger ; and you shall be that méssenger.”

1% exelaimed Kitty, thorbughly surprised.
*“You, my little girl,” said Ler mother,
quietly. ’ .

“Leave the house at this time of nipht?
You cannot menn it! .I have not a particle of
cournge, and never had.”"- Kitty looked at Mre.
‘Kinmouth with dilated eyes. '

“ You have eourage, puss, but don’t know it,”
she sald, with insinuating teudernc  toying
with the girl’s hair. T :
The latter shook hier head,

MAt your motliér's bidding, you will be brave
a8 the bravest, We lave alwnys been good
friends, Kitty. 1 have never claimed authority
over you, but that of love. -T am sure you will
not vefuse to comply with a reguest that con.
cerns my personal safety. Yom would not aare
fo sea me harvized.”

- Mis: Kinmouth’s splendid eyos bonmed cla-
quently upon her danghter, Ity raised her
mothér’s white hand, aud kissed it reverently

*Ard put me fogether again, I suppose,”
sighed the girl, ) :

.and affostionately. She rendered ailent hotnage

e her brillinney and beaniy,

* meReeernngt Keep your wits about you, snd nol
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“ 1l write & note,” eontinued- Mra. Kin-1
moulbhjv:‘ whieh you shall concenl "‘?,Fl"““ l?—erf_ﬁ
son. Defore wriling, however, I wil pl'l“ ‘;it
this Liabit, and you shali put it en., It wi

' armningly. v ]
i"‘:}]' f.i;ll'clat ﬁ\l’y o\;tside a8 quuﬁi{ u:");c;u f‘::-u;\
a troeg hat; heve goes skivh g
'igﬁgﬁgﬁimh tho bottons; here go bnt.tcr?;ls and
necktie, and here go I out of the whole!

Kithy avose, nnd during the denuding pro-
ensg, Bhood staring ab her niether. et

“Voa don't boegin, puss. I shall have to
fnke holi. ere's, ab yon!? Mes, Kinmouth
hexan with Kitty, who offered \bqt Asllght] ll‘(_!;

" gisbanes, and sool beogme passive m',the ad 10:.
miternal bands. In a'sortof wondering etupu},
ghe atlowed herself to be put into her mo.t.h(‘:l B
hiihit, hatted, and gloved. Then the mxstlle)-:i:s
of these eeremonies wrote a note with netable
rapi lity, fulded, and sealed it carefully. i

& Pt it where girls earey their love-iettlela,_
aail ‘Mrs, Kinmouth, arebly. Kitty mec‘m.ntl-
suliy unbuttoned her corsige, and put she note

o vy g ‘

" 'l‘lﬁrol:vfagenmin here ill T egme for you,"
> alled Mrs. Kinmouth. *Splayfoot shall bring
the horses round to the side-door, when the
- aungt 16 eleny.” . L .
W“Sbup, mother!” faltered the girl. I wl:!l
‘not go, unless you will swear to ma that this
erranl ‘will harm ne one,”

“ Wiy shiould T havim nny one? Be not 80|

i i & Wi hinl.
listenstfdl. [ am not & wiclked woman, I t
- ‘111 awear, liowever, 13 much a3 you like, Folly
hall go with yon.” . o o
: zl"‘%ﬁy’etibggh t* murmured Kitty. -
«T'l] instrudt you where to go, by-and.by.

forpel.” el ] .
Thae girl shivere 1 - B
+ Yo% are thioking of the night, and the

darkuess, and the danger 1"« Dispel sueh fan-

oiés. The girl, Foily, will keep.you from
thinking of such things, and the digtance is not

lonsr.” T . .
Mra, Kinmonth drew on a - handsome. wrap-

per, Wiésed Kithy, glided” from the ohamber,| “

sloged the door, and locksd her m .

. ‘.  CHAPTER VIIL
' ) PARTING WORDS. . .
Kitty bad senseliens. Scusntiona ara both
commen and cheap, bub not always agreeable,
Nover was the girl so singnlnely plaged. Nab-
ural affection for, Lor mother struggled with
natiiral 6imidity of character. ~ The times were
_atiscltled, and the rosds partienferly unenfe,
eapecially ab night. * She had a great horror 1()f
Hocession pluaderers and outlwws, While sho
was picturiny to. hersélf the tereprs of a noe-
turnal encounter with such-—seme one knocked

ith yot slins,’| her . departure. o
e o Ly s you ; The iin‘lije secmed Jong, nud she was wenry with

« Kitty! Kitly ¥’
Kitty remained silent,
The knocking nnd thie ealling were repeated,

then Clari wenk away. Kitby was relieved by

Shit wina in utter darknees.

ing. She groped about for a chuir, and

Eg::i“gﬂ\‘%l, full uf? npl]u'elicfgaioin. . 8he was glad
wear the key Lure and the door open.

W‘E bunragc, gusa!" said Mrs. Kinmoeuth., #3
liave been detnined Ly the persen FULIP fatlier
ealls Swingfoot. Fhere's art in thay' n'uwrn-‘facet]
fellow. I .lLate his litlle gray cyes! s ol
right, new.. You must go cnt at the side doer,
and wall directly townrd the trees, where yop
will find Splayfout with the horaes. ‘Spl.uyfg‘?{
should go with you, tut I have an instinetivg
foelng that he 11'be watehed.”
« Watched for what ¥ ashed Kitty..
Mra, Kinmouth colured, set dowi her lamp,
then took it up and lighted nnother by it.
#Poople are suspielons of everybody now-m
days. Slaves, you know, may be lﬂmp‘gred
with. Folly will do, I think. "1 have bribed
her, ab any rate. Sally Dowse is the pump-
Landle that I fear the most. But Sally has
gone to bed, and I hope that some pcsl,:le.nh
fever will keep her there for the next thres
weeks. She's too Narthern for me, that erea-
tore is. 1 excorate aud detest cvery bone in

dy 1" .
hc-l];flll)‘:: yKiumm:l{:h frowned irefully, and lgcr
prelty mouth was, for an instant, disterted wilh
overmastering aversion, Kitty had never seen
such & face on her mother. She was stariled,
She wondered what strange mood had scized her,
"« Don't stnve, little dunee? Your wit ia a
glow conel. I hinve a born hatred of everything
that is Novthern—with the single exeeption of
dry-goods from New York. Waean buy theiv
trampery Siuff the same as wo bny things of
disty Jow peddlers. Yenkees sare supremely
groveling and low.” . .

Thé deeper part of Mrs. Kinmouth's charne-
ter was getting into setion, Iler impulses were
ready to bear Ler aleng. e

&j charining fooll How I pity your apa-
thy! “You should bate Yankees! Yon don't
know the luxary of hating Yaunkecs! To hate
Yankees is thé Southern rage. I hate them

( sowll” ——
m%r:.nﬁi{lmouth elenched lier white right
liand, and. set- ber white teeth together. Her
lips Tooked as if they Lad been jointed with me-
efianieal niccty. . ) )

. Mother, y%u terrify me ! eried Kitty, I
never heard you inlk so before. I thought ev-
arybody liked i‘_’ml%y Dowse. She defended us,
to night, bravely. .

[ Ig[m:r well Isl.jke Irer, ehe shall knowby-and-
Ly P retorted Mrd Einmouth, impeluously,
«'T have got thinge in working prder.

at the door, nnd. pre-ently she heard the vvii;fa
of Clari: '

put my hand on her, ghe will know it.”

ot
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When Mre. Kinmouth said, * put my Imndfubscx{ved.

on her”, she locked like one of those fallen an-

gels whose glory is gone, but whose brightaess
Liggers, ) ;
- Kitty gnzed at her with parted lips, Her
wiothor ehanaed hier expressivn like the glane-
ing rays of the sun,
 Heed me not, dear! It is Lime for Fou to
go. Puse down the slalrs very softly. Yol
will Snd (he side door ajar.
leoking at, elijfhe?
“This halsit—isn' 36 Clari's 27
“Attend to what T am saying. You will
find the door ajar.  Cio out quictly, and mount
eilonlly from the *boy s hand. The girl Folly
will he there before” vou, mounted on Bally’s
Fittle Indian pony. Go dewn the Bluf read
sbent half o mile, then Lurn to the lofs through
an oalt opening.  You.may remember tlag
thepe is n bealen track there—follow it As
the distanee of, thiee quarters of a mile, you
will reach a descrled enbin, A person will' be
wititing your nppearanee there, to wlom von
will defiver the note.  When you have deliv-
crad the nole, réforn immediately withont
epraking’to the person receiving it. Lot Folly
renesin a little beliind you when you see the
eibin, thal she may not witness the passage of
tiw note.  Can you remember all thie, Kitty 17
“ tean remember it well enough, but 1 doubt
wy eonrage. Dut T will de my best. I will
rem'onil Uge Uime that T am serving you.  You
ute sure therd fs nothing to larm any one in
tig erprmd 37 k : ’
e looked capneetly ab Tier mother.
» Cerlainly not! Am T not n woman $7
Slrs Kinmouth's face bocame soft and kindly
“in expression, T
1 thouglit,” statamered Kitty, * while you
v oo rane, aud I was slanding here in the dark,
with :.(; mo:‘h;l eye on me, that perhaps—that
oty .
! Wlhile Litty faltered, Mrs, Kinmouthk kissed
Far tenderly upon both eheeks and gently push-
ad ber frour the ehamber. 7
» Youare so irresistible, molker!” mirmue-
o1 the giel) full of love and adwiration; * Hew
can one Telp golog where you wish her to, go ?
1 will do whatever you Lid me,
hearts nehe, dear mother! I pity the
. who eomes under your smile and the'light

biry. Kinmiouth kissed the rosy lips that pro-
neunced these flattering words, then put alamp
inin Kitt.'s hands apd stood ab the lop of the

less,” added Kilty,

wag pood cvidence that she was nel watehed,

she had lLeen instrodled. The Jitile eoward
meant o follow her indtrootions Lo the Ietter,
and make fithfulness Lo detsils stend jn the
place of convage. - ST
The negro girl Foliy was already there, and

What are youjmeounted on o diminative pony which Lad long
L

boon the peedliar property of Sally Dawse,
Folly was neithér a'wit nor’a fool ; lien charne-
ter, like o pendalum, vibrated between the Lwo
points. 8lie was all sorts of o contraband, She
was full of fun, misehief, and idlencss. She wns
faithful as long as there was no incentive {o bao-
tray i honest, as leng as icuuesty was no troulile,
Blie did not eave what Lappened, 8o Jong as she
remnined persenally safe and onharmed, y

numerable {ricks and odd humors fhat eould
be irace!"ts no probable cause, which iften
brought her to grief, and irrvitated the self-sus-
iuinin% Bally to the last parallel of ¢ndvrance.

Tolly had been bought for a trifle at &t
Louis; Lt was not in tha least eastdown to.
cause shie was o cheap ehattel. “Though efion
taunted Ly the other servanis- with beihg o
“ low-priced nigger™, she never, on _NY Gec i
sfon, displayed tenrper or the slighlest gonsi-
tiveness on Uhe sulject. Althougly she was not
gond-looking,‘shc was good-natured, and it was
ber uniférm ‘good nature that mado hér tolp-
abed by the Kmmoutl household, h

Attended Ly this singular compound of li-
manity, Kitty gathered ilie flowing reins Liil
her horse was fall in hand, and sct oub bn_fher
mysterions errad. "I was not ihe kind of donor
pvionship she would' have closen, for Kiity
had a wholesome fenr of Folly, notwithstandiug
the grinning clevertess of Ler mouth.

“ Now, Folly, if you behave well,” said Kitty,
conxingly, “‘ you are’ to have something whin
we et back,™ . .

% Don't want noffin’ I said. Folly, Lriefly,
* But' you- shall ‘have o present, néverthe-

© “ Got too many “them yer presents, now.,

You mmst {Lor'! s fu'l o' presénts,” What’s the wsef
Aln’t no use!  Die and leave 'em all, yo know ?
U'm gwine to lay up my treasures ‘bove, Guus
tkrere's rogm enough for ‘em dar !

Jeitty Teard the gizl lavghing in the happiess
¥

manner, - ) !
“ No meths dar; no rust, no kiind o Lugal

aialrs (4l she had flitted dowa them and out of | Dar's'the place'se lep things. Cl'ur 3d trek,

tiie house,

———

white folke ! 'De nigs am goin’ boine!”

Fally had beén to two or threa campancctings

CIIAPTER IX. . {in the course of her life; and she never cunll

0¥ TIE ROAl,

swecced in gebting them out of her head. ' Carn i

Kitty's Lhoart was in a sirange flutber as she | meeting remjhiiscences haunted hercontinually.”
passed owt into the darkoess. She made, aé|and played fantastic parts In ler grotesgi.y
elic balieved, tho sliort passageto the trees un- eliaracter. )

8he snw ho one, ab lanst, and that. .

She found Splayfoot with the horses, as ahie had ~
been led o expeet, and mounted, precisoly an-

Bhe .
Jiked 10 Yo sly and” comfortalle. She had jn. -

- ~dead gonosnsa on.

. st wallopal enongh below.: Lor', Wit -de
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#Curl your tongue, Fally, for this is not.al
time for idle talk,” aoswered Kitty, robukingly.
“We aro in duuger,l:):ut}{s,?mcshmg way happen

[ are we get baek. . .
to‘l‘li l’:;fucu bl:cl‘f’u witl, Miss Xit—Lor’! Ialmost
knows thae will. T fce‘lfg it in my l.wn‘es.‘ Faet
is, de Jeff Davis Confederators will jes” come
down on us, aod cae’ us el'ar off, do Jesus
. ar . 4
r‘n‘(:‘ﬁu‘s‘nl!:?gir] ! don‘tgo on in that strain, - You
shionll atways speak enconvigingly and niake
the best of things,” said Kitey, tartly. .

“Dat's 8o, if. ‘twasn't for de c(«]‘;'n'a'elednceé ?;fi;
] 's got a eonseienea, miss, dat’'s donp g«
Ei“teinilzg_f_gh for two. Daes:'yar woodaes, Kit, nm
fall o*. rebellionurs, Lot I t;h;u'? .anybhl'u;q
that sats ine quiverin like a bow! o _}c‘]i_}', it's
them yer Contederators. They woaldn't make
nofin o' gobhlin® up a duinty little bLib of f'l,
Univner gal like you. Mow dack do recs am !
"Peara like bhere'li bo- thunder and sharpeniu’,
But dut yer's of no 'eount.  Like to see it strike

de big pines!®

i

Folly pretended to. ehiver, bif lier - white ||

tooth were roguishity: gleaming: through her
thiek lips ali the while.” 8ho erowded oloser fo
her miéLl'r:ss: and managed to run her Indian
pony agiinst hr?:-'a[:i.rrutp-foutg, and seriously en-
ar her cquidibriam, v -
da":%?:xssbiuug greatura 7 -exlail‘nqd Kitty, 1
sl you would bLe earefal, girl, ‘Ius[:ear] of
giving you hry ooral neckinee, ag I intended, I

think - L shall Bavae you' punished when I gc!‘,

home.” o L

Tl ye what, Miss Kit, dat’ yor's better ‘for
ma than totlier thing, - You sce I‘ ean’t Jay up
no oorval neeklades “bove, ‘bub 'wiippin's I's
Can donnb-on deil ‘yer; and
tlrey wakes ui se mush belter,” loo i Wh':‘te‘
follis won't staw” no ehance, “knse why they

ipping of -dis yer workl work out da glory 1"
Whlf{l;tl-)t."l)?‘i‘l(ixl :..03 answor, Thinking silende ‘lie
beat #ay of ehocking ler garrality,  Heb timid-
ity inereasel ot cvery atep, :
tonaly rad dark,and she lad no one to proteet

1aries; it throbbed withi fenr.

The road.-wos |

“1's alers in trouble! .I wish 1 wasin do
land of Cangan, Glory, hallelujah! My soul's
marelin’ on I )
Yolly broke off s if she were very britide,
aml Lieaved g camp-nreeting groan, ee Leavy in
volume’and so dolorous in tone, that it sent the
Ulood tingling to Xittys extremitive, Sho was

| prepared to see Allelc Huricer and his oubluws

risewup before ber, full of wickedness and vie-
euce. o
Folly slyly ehecked her pony, and Hllscl.lm\’-
ously atlowed her inistress to go on sonis yards
in advance. Iitly missed lhor presently, and
wag greably perplexed. She ajldressed the gicl,
but received no answer.  She stoppued her horse,
sand Folly simultaneously. stopped. her pony, 1
was very dack, the trees towered gloomily obg‘.‘u
Lier, and her aitnation ‘was veally painfol. 2he
regrebted. thut sle had ondertalken such o serv-
ice, She heartily wished hersell at homo with
Clari.” She eallod the name of hor attendant,
and ufter repeating ib scveral times, got in
‘AnBWer? : B

t T'a jes' ahind, Miss Kit. LRun agin a b,
and got brushed. right off dig yer ]Jlgl{le pony,
same's if U'safly. Thought 'lwasa ‘Ln_mfed’orﬂcy.
Hope you haven’s boen ekeered. Coulde’s help
it more noflin ! Took mvuyﬁm)( hl‘:',:‘,ll,h. But _{.‘

’ . - My senl's marehin’ ont
dm\lirhit?:“thosa ‘l‘{-e:itfnl wopds, Folly started the
pony, -'and was soon awmbling along beside
Kty e
CHAPTER X.

b - EPTIY DROGMES IIER OWN MUTHER.
. - Kitbys heart bc.‘lt,l;lll‘ully _;'ii‘,tﬂmmpu\;lr ;1{5::]1}:113%
it batey i itated withinrits pareaw b -
B e Lo Wumerons faneica -
went-flging throngh ber brafn,  She had [)Lnt.
one ‘eonservative efoment to dave her, and that
wras fove for her mother. L'I.'I):\t:(\}::\.i.te:i eniolion
;putvndin'g all her being beat bhskwind the en-
cronchments of terrory and keps ber from falling
from lier saddly in shecr fright. o

Bhie tarued o the left, necording to diveetions, .
and quickeéning her pace, neiwred Lo designated

hor but this cliatteding gicl and:her uwn-‘mno-l ga e S

nee, ) . : "
o P die,” whisprred Folly, nbroptly, with a
wallasted sueb, *if [ didu’s think- 1 seed &
Carnifederaey ' t P

# Whers?" gagped Kithyr. -

o Hérs, dar, cbergwhart? e

Folly pointad rapidty md eomewhat wildly in
svory ‘disvetion, and butted her litile _I'nc‘il’nn,.
pouy liarler thun ever against her: midtress
stierap-fooh. Tlie timid Tobtor-earrior slivieked
withi'pain and fear, while the girl grinned like
an'ifnp of darkness; nssle was. .

# Yon will-nriaeag e, yoiirearcless apel” ex.
elaimed Kitty. indigpinntly. © You are hurting
e whh four awkwardiess. - You nre prepating
youvsolf for punishiment.” .

PR

-

; vew {hber, . Palestarkight glimmer.
o ol o bt Sho touked %ux!ﬁlnsly‘f()r
the deserbed cabin, Tt appeared, finally, qftf:r
-ghe began go feur that she had passed is.

“Romain here:” she spid to Tally, * wll re-
l;‘m'n.ﬂ My efrand ia to that sminll eabin? -

P Gl‘oaii,",ﬁhliss Kit! T's afeard to-siny abind,”

vtested Folly, ]

E:":"“Db ns I 30]] yor " answered Kitly, with
fnore nerve than she usoally dispindl.
¢ The girl relnetantly-stapped, and Kitty pro.
geeded. -No encourmging Tixhi strenmed from
the littla window of the eabin ; it sceed tenants
less. Shoe eheckel hor hioree and loaked at tha .
‘door in silens expeotancy, nob wninixzed with i
eredulity.  Would auy ono nppear? She
thought not.  When she had waital o few oo
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ments, sl moved her horse about, 8o a3 lo
make n noise j.and this expedicnt proving un-
sueeessiul, shiesummeonced ¢rorage to ride up (o
the door and knoek 5 and nvery timid, tremu-

nobdonbt,” reburned the officer, quickly. * But
tellone,” he added, adroiily ehanging the con-
vergativn which he had (he seuso 1o know eould
nui mnueh lenger Le ngreenble, “ Liow aro all

lous knoek it was, .

It was a wonder Lhab she knecked ot all; Lut
the same fecling of filinl affeetion that had
hitherto sustained ler, gave Ler resolution,
Bhe haeked her horse ab onse, swrprised acmbor

own boldness, .
Tle dwor was apened witliont delay, and aman

ina eslonel's unitorm lovked out, and sceing what

kind of visitor he had, gave s pallant military
salute, and enme oub.  Kiuy siiifly retarned lis
ealutation, and fembled in lier eorsage for the
Jotter, whicl sbe presented in silence, and was
furning away, when the offieer addressed her:
“ Btay, wadam ! Leive me nobt 8o hastily.
I wap dirceted to meet you here, and reeceive
the wote which [ pow Lioll in my hand.” .

& My errand is done, * angwered Kibty, * an
I must retuen.” .

It is not licht enough to vead this little
‘messengor,” said the offieer, puiting the note
in his poeket, ©bnt I dare suy it will ]:cc'p tilt
worning, I thank you, madant, for bringing
it.  If there were more ladies of your zeal and
cnergy, nur eause would not languiah.  "Fhough
personaliy a stranger to you, your name is guite
fanitiar to e, But, pardon e, you are mueh
yonnger than [ had expeeted ; allthough ‘you
were deseribad in the most flattering manter
by ihe person with whom you bave been in
eorreapyndence,” -

Kitty waa embarrassed, but said nolhing. In
fact, slie knew nob what reply to make, for,she
wos now placal ina pesitivn that she lad not
eounted on, Bl thought of hier youthiul faee,
and regretted that shie had not edine vailed,

“Be not offviided ot my freedor,” added the
man, perceiving thai Kitly was confused.. “ If
‘1 manifested wadue satprise beenuge you un-
monsurably suerpass he—bho~seeounta 1 have
heard of you, I am sare it s .an impoliteness
that 8 woman vught to perdos.  Tlie Confeder-
ney must progper, Mrs, Kinmouth, while we
Lhave anch fair teiends and adjes,” )

- “Youare Jdigposed to fattery,” enid Kiity,
mllying. * You should besr in mind. that stas-
light js deceptive,” . :

1t deecives well in Lhis case, at all events,
I wish there were more starlizht in the world.”

Kitty glaseed nu the €onfederite officer while
he ‘was speaking, and pereeived that he had a,
good fipure, and, so far a3 she couid judgé,n
igncul face, Bhie thonght there wounld be no
harm in perotiiting him to remain in his some-
what Judicrous crror. [6 was novel to bhe
adinired as her own mother. She smiled sbthe
rare coneeib. ' ’ :

“SBea me by sunlight, and you will ¢thanga |

your mind,” she slammered, . .
* Tha eliange woull be in your fiver, T do

the good people at the Llaff¥ T had hoped
they_ wonld have differeut vicws when it erme to
this., DBnt it seems Lhat Uiers is but'oue faithial’
among the Kinmtonths, nnd that ong & Indy—af
lady, I may trathinlly say, s davibg as she s
fair, a3 courageons as slio is charmipg.’

Tihe offiecr bowed in'u courtiy nnd‘mspectﬁi‘l\
manner, .

Kitty was prudently mute ; bui sho leard his
testimony concerning the Kinmouths with
strange cagerness. :

1 ' General Price, lio resumed, has spoken in
the highest terne of your serviees, ¢ Mis, Kine
meuth,’ said he, <is full of Southern {ive; she
will siop at nothing. She hates Yankees, and
would di¢ for our young repobiie)” ‘

“ Very young, indeed " thought Eirty, whese
atientive cars more tmn redeemed ber silend
tongne. ' o
“ The gther Kinmouths are dificeent,” he went
on, with the air of one who waa eonseious that
hig aadilor knew all and nore than he knew
aboat it, and would Feecive with' purivet eom-
El:l.is:meg the family poriraile. * Your lLus.

and, madam, begging your parden, Is a stab- -
Lborn Federatist —mildin demeanor, Lot deeply
in_carnest. He would L soconer than re-
nomwnee,  He would have been disposed of‘long.
ago, by the Lunshywhaekers, had it a0t Leen for
Fou, madnw,” i

« Then, there is Miss Kinmouth. I wigh wa
could have had her.  Sho isenid to be a young
Indy of eharacter; but, unluckily, it is on the,
wrong side.  She is benutiful, in[ul!ém*ﬂﬁﬁ

she 1s not your dangliter. . The Northers poison
is in her veins,” -

“Yeal” sighal Kitty, a little by pooriticar,, .
t After, Chari, Kiley /" added the Confederate
officer, with o smile.. * Wiat suall we say of .
Kilty, madam ¥

*The trath, by all meang,” answered Kitty,
“hastily. : .

“ Your daughter, Kitly ! . You rro very good,
madam. What.shall Igay ¥ Kiity is not Clari.
Not by any means! She is prutli 3 she isin- .
 nocent 3 she is-gharming ; bt Kifty is a ohild.
She is a ereature of-in.pulse—n' fovely little
weatliereoek, whieh Lurns ever with the wind,
You g ¢, madoam, that J am no stianger to the
Kinmouths. L -
- % You know them but too well, sic! Go on
with Kitty. ionr frankness plenses e, while,
at the same time, it pssares me that yon are what
you seem,” sakk Kitty, willy an effort, .
. T protest fhat I will go o farther! ity
is the charming ent's-paw of lier cliarming
mother!” I

- Kiuy shuddered.. Whatn revelution was thist

self-puised, These elements are execllent ; but - ! e
- tuese ob:crvalions with telerable aecurney.

the projer

lie yonng offieer lifted his eap, like & truc
o of chivilry. o
Kitky Kinmoath felt ns if she 1:::51 been sud-
Aenly plunged into a éold bath,  First, eame n
glow of conviction ; then, of hun_uimt_.lon H tlernn,
of indignation. For ihe first time in her life,
she wns conscious of hier own charaeter, a9 scen
hy olhers. The renlization was thrilling, and
fuil of wholesome inflnenees. Her pride being
touched, lier sense of personal danger grew Jess
gnd less.  She began to study the appearanes
and moral value of the man standing 50 noneha-
lautly bofure her. That he was full of dael and
mudavity; there could be no doubt.  But lis au-
Jdacity W s g0 Jubrieated wilh urbanity, that she
could nol well be offended with bim. There
are those whe can say very impudent-things in
% very [lvasing manmer; whi}o‘ otlhers, mors
Lonest, but less happy in expression, make ene’
raics with every word they utter, without intend-
ing anyLhing of the kind. -
. The'offiecr was of goodiy height, slim of figure,
nud rather gracefal in Dis geoeral making-up,

offort.  1lis head and face were most noticentile.
There was a elear track of wlite from his fuec
te Ris erown, which, when his cap was off, guve
him o Jook of aga that did not reslly belong to
him, Lie not belug a day over thirty-five, His
nose was Jarge and beaked,” e had bawk's
‘oyes, with Llaek Neavy brows and Inalics. Ilis
fige was raddy with geod living, and rther
clongated. 110 kad very black and prosperous
toustaches, which had never wanted for -eare,,
Thoy were niecly Lrushed away from mouth,
and fiereely twisled nt the ends.  These, with o
gmell, jetty tuft on bLis under Iip, was all-the
teard ne Wil K Geoe
There waa light enough for Kitty to mn;.io
o
hnd glitbering shoulder-straps, aud wore u Liand-
some sword. .
“ You might have omitted tha pretty flattery
of the mother i said Kitly, with affceted coy-
ness, Lossing lier head as she Liad secn her moth-
er boss hers. . i
1 ghould havg spoiled the trath, Mra. Kin
moath 3 and T never Jike to mar the truth, es-
pecially when it sacrifices 4 pretty eompliment’
12 & probby woman, - Compliments, madnm, are
food of the sex, They are legiti-
mate.  Confound me, if they aiw't Just the
thing! They are arrows that only require Lo
e sliot ekillinlly to 1t the mark. " Lhuve seat
‘many, and I never kneyw one to go amisa,  Com-,
pliments arethe prayersthat we offer to Beaaty,”
« Prayors I” vopeated Kitty, with gpen cyes.
U« Proyers for friendship, prayers for love,
prayers for favar,” reapounded the officer, poolly.
+Thesoe are the prayers of men.? R
Do nob pray to me!” eaid Kitty, cortly,
with another toss of lier head, & la mater. She
loved Ler mother 8o weil that elie could ensily

1lis attitudes were ensy, nnd hie talked witliogé |-
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aeb Jike her. Her sclf-love was so touelhed that

glie forgot the situation. «Kitty is eaid Lo be.
fairer than ber mother,” she ndded, experis

wentally. ) '

] pelieve not the tale!” langhed the officer.

“Were I te ask favor of lady to wear on my

liclmet during tlis struggle, she is not far off of
whom I should beg &lie priceless hooi. Kitty

may be beaniiful; but the wonian hns no ine.
gpiration for mé who lias not compactness of
will and strength of character. I could nob

rideinto battle with the eolors of a prelty cipher

fluttering on my breast. I Jike not s]piritlees

ereatures. Clari would do betler; Dbub you,

madam, best of all.”

The offiece lifted hia eap again, and fixing hia
eyes on r white ostrieh forther upon her hsk,
added, with inerensing éarncstiness and ehival-
rousness : .

«If you would but give ma thnt_feather, I
wonld ask for no botter favor; and I give you
my knightly word it shail go with me to Latile,
aad float gayly where bullets fly thiek and fast.”

Kitty smiled, and miselicvously tearving the
fealhier froh her hat, cast it ab the stranget’s
foct, with an air that she knew was her mother’s,
She inwardly vowed to avenge herself o the
lt:(meeiLed fellow who had se disparaged her, and
sncered nt her weniinesaes.  There was Lhe foath-
er, and he eonld wear it where lie pleased.  She
had o idea that they might meet again, and that
she could make Lim feel Lhat  eharming eate’-
pows” -might, be dangerdus, She resolved to
wound hia vauity, and to re-nssert and remodel
berself.  She decmed it a happy thing that she
could now read the price-mark thay had pliced
upon her.  She thought she would slyly put a
new figure on it sometime, so Lhat when people
looked over thé Kinmonth goods they would
not find lier 8o very cheap. | .

Her feelings were of n” mingled kind.  Tears
aml smilgs were very near.  The grutesgue aud
the vexalivus were never eo mixed up in ene
girl. But Pride was near encugh to clap a
finger into the Fight balanee, and give Kithy a
piguaney and a pewer over hersell that- were
quito new.  From that moment, Kitty Xin-
uiouth begdn Lo shape a new cliaracter for lier-
self, and to rise to the divnity of true woman-
bood. She thanked the lueky stars. that had
trieked hier.out in a riding-habit, aud aent her
on a mysterions errad in_ the middle of the
night; Tor she had Jearned a Jesson that sbe.
should never forget,

Holding his eap in lis Jeft band, the. Confed-
crate offiecr stooped, and picking np the snowy
plume, with an aie halfplayful, all-grave, bub
4 toned it into Lhe breast of his cont.” The whele
nction was gragefully done. A woman hag on
cye to grace. X nnything is preutity done, she
is sure to see it.  Kit'y gave him a litle nod of
approbation—for ler mother! Sle meant to
do things well —for Ler mytlér !
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Bhe had had the tach and gclfpossession to
Xeep her faee partinlly averted during this tin-
promptit lingroring, and ns often ne the officer
edged nrowwd, she, by an imperegptible pres-
sure upon the bridle-rein, made her fittle horse
take a dorresponding turn ; so that the eourte-
ous rebel was half.distraeted by half-seen benn-
ty.  He waa tantalized nHl the while —fgnealized
aud surpriscd—liantalized by nn ircomplete view
of fentures se Jovely, nnd sarprised ab the cx-
treme youlh of the sappositious Mri, Kinmouth,

# My tame, wadan, is Blackruer,” e anid,'
in & tone wore seriovs,  *1 am’h golondlin the
Confalderate scrviea, Slrowld my body be Icft
on gome fulure hatgle-field, your: white, plume
will be fonnd with me. My hoart shiall beat jts
last throbys against it.” Lo : '

“Just ihen some pale raye of light flialcore?
0101_' Kitty's fuce, and made it luvely) iudccgl.
Blackmer involuntarily rendered it the homace
of his wlmiration. While e was giving this
eilent worsiiip, Kitty tonched ler Tetse with
Ler switeh, and galioped to meet Fuliv, who,
| tired of wailing, lind been gradually approach-
ing for the lst fow minutes, - Co

R CHAPTER XI -
CONPESSIUN, s
As Kitly rode homneward, she began to regret
that slic B delivered the Jettek.. The new
Jight she bl received gnve her new anotives
“and desives.  She no lenger wished to be'the
passive toy of her mother, If thut mysterivus
rmisgive were again in hér posseasiol; she would
. leep ]Yt' and wiake a ditferent dispodition -oF- -
A fow words of plaln truth sometimes oliange.
cur pregonecived notions. -8he inwardly thank-
ed Colont! Bluekiver fur Wiz voluatary cenbri-
bations o lier knowledyd, So deaply was slie
abserbed it self-ipspeetion, that she nflowed her
horse (o walk through tho dreariest portions of
the way, much to the aunogance of Folly, who
now Telt Lhose fears and Eangics which she -lad
i:t‘eviunsly fuigned R - Lo
‘e Gwine mighly - slow, Miss Kit!” she nnit-
toral. % Dan't Kuwiav the nreanin® of “this Yer.
C'Peara Tike ye aiu't so skeery as yo used to
was" : . s .o
"4 Thére's na partienlar hnery,” “answered
Kilty, abseatly, I rather like the. politade,”
“ Glory, Miss Iit!  Shonld think you'd been
to cm‘n‘p‘-me\-litl’ and got & change ¢* hedrs,
Ifs powerful Jonesome Trerve, Miss Kie. 18 ’P‘_e-.u'é
like the weods was erowded with' ehardoal,” *
“Tust then, Kitty discovered something in the
road; But a fo'w vards distants Tt ‘scemaed the
figure of a madn, It itires quite ‘motionless.
8he prodently stopped her horse, and Folly
was not slaw' 1o foilow ler example, 07 -
“Don't be shecredy Wotnen-folka P gaid thé
fignre, composedly,  © Theve'sin't no dangey, I
altow ; lenstwise not fram me.”

. "
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‘n-voenl style of his own, This meeting ewjs
hm'r.'\sFed fier, She wondered if the man would
know her.  Could ghe not pass him, unrecog-
nized, in the darkness? 1 she-spoke. wonld
Lo know her voies? 8he wihispered Lo Folly:

“peak to him, girl.  Say eomething--no
natter what—and let us pass on.”

“Go 'long you low, white trash I said Folly,
obedient to the bidding of her mistress, *4No
‘speetablo pusson *d be cubt s yer time o
nighe.” = - .

4% The very idee that was in my mind,” re-
plied Nick, dryly.
eolor, I should eross-fetter 'em at night, by
ntighty 170 ' - .

Dot go for le insult Miss Kit, you Cali-
férnii’ Unioneer 1" added Folly.

“ You den’t talk Lo Lim right,” whispered
Iiily, N s
" wWho's Mise' Kit 2 nsked Niek.

swered Folly, going from bad to worsd, «And
as - for eabtle, n eullud pussen is no more a
cattle nor you bel”

s Here's n queer; Jittle dHHkilEy, by gragious I
exelninivik Ihick.' FWhnt on girth are ye lLeve
for,- gal, at-this time-o’gright, when wour honest
ofd fither thinks you're abed and asleep P

-8l will answér ou.some other time. I
musk larey honre, now.  Excuse we, Mr. Whif
{lvs,” stimmered Kitty. .

“#¥on ‘shall ‘go where you plense, little
woman, and I'Ml see yom eafe there; Lot I'd
nat'rally bike {0°khow the mennin’ o* this. It
musk by gome’nk nieomimoen that byings ye.out
to-night on this: solit’ry road, with the derk
woudd all -roud “ve, dud the Beecsh
prowlin’ i s'areh o miselicf,  ¥ovr i
mother ling a hand in this, TH war
gui’s paw is soft whien the elaws are inj but
pugs-enn Beraleh whon her back is up.  Re-
ware, gal, bowmel” .

“AVhat du 3ot mekn, e fallered Kitty.
- That tlese are thnés o danger; and he or
she that jsi't o friend, is an enemy, There's
no half way place in this busincss. Theré's
two reads, (hat ‘ge in diffcrent. Jdircetiong, and
we musk take bire or tother of e, You enn’t
to and feo “abween ém.  Gal, gal! you're bein’
led into a-p'igon diffikilty. T see it ns phiin as
plain ean be,  Yon've ‘béen en a scerct ar-
vint for vour ‘matlicer, or scine vther person;
and my word for't, thieve's blrayal and death
in i fur sonichasdy.”r . o

- Deatlt aind botragat in it for somebody I”
repénted Kitty, with n sliiver of apprehenston..

“You may beliove it a8 -if Hwere a lext o
Beriptei,” returnedNiek, with ciiphusis, “Now,
tet) me whab von’ve done 37 ’

Ky .""’}t‘, silent and ‘tremliling en lier horae,
The voiee of Nick gounded Lo ler liko the
vuoige vf duty, ’

+

Killy haww the voiee; for Niek Whiffleg Tad |

-

“Plbme what you've Leer duint, pal i

1

“df T ewned entlle o’ your |

“Murg'e Kinwouth's gal, Miss It is,” na- ’

apd

I H

1

‘ﬁoll FIMAYY ONY STTdAIHM HOIN
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Ritty rematned wute, yet thoughtful.

“ Prehaps sowe’st eant bo doae,” Nick went
Len, serionsly. v Prehaps somce’at ean bo done
o avert bae danger Lhat threatens soe human
Jife ov lives 3 it way be my life or bis'n.”

% O whoee ' dsked Mnty, eagerly.

S Max Boswertl s—Mouniain Max, we eall
wm op amonyg the plooos.’ Lo .

“ Yon suspuet that my crrand eoncérns him
snd you 77 gueriyl the girl, anxiously.

@ [ do!" gail Niek, inipressively.

“You, acrioly—that is, if 6 were' go, you
would not barm nie??

Niet Whitl 5 bad his rifle vesting across his
Clefs send; ve dropped the butt of it e the
growtl, not yevy suddenly, but aftee o little
“wefleation, and foolked up ab Kitty with deunbt
and sueprise’ .

“f allyw [ didat waderstand ye, miss! I
don't thiuk [ exastly gob yowe mennin’,”*

 Bhe means that shie bein® agal, you wouldn’t
hurt Ier o secount o' that ay',” explained
Folly. . .

Nick Whiffles glanced upward at the dim
heaven, dowuward at the dark 'earth; drope-

. ped his ohin to'the Laaks of his Lunds, which

were plaeed over the wuzgzle of his weapon;
shook his beal slowly, smiled, then in a guntle
fone, answered : . . , .

@ Nuever heerd mueh- 'bout Wielk Whiflles, Jid
ye? Nover read nothin' ‘bout him, I reelken
NWever kuowed of bis hurtin® anybody in the
feminine line, I g'puge 27

Niek rutsed his head, and Kif.t.y eonll sco
throusl the glosm that he gazed at Ler eom-

sassioiately, e gapped upon his breast with
{ﬁs'rizlzl. fusnuel. " .
SSEere'd be o gondemmed diffkilty ineide
heve, if I’s to, hnes wan, woman, or child  If
you wis the liggest enemy ae ever was, belw’
what ye be, [ woaddu's lay a reugh finger on
ve, or baeo a haiv o' yoar head. But you
ain’b my enguly. nor nobody's enemy Lut your
own B cusy ehild: yon aie safe with, Niek »

There 'was an Hresistible magnetism abont
Wiek's voiee. His mann-r earried convietion
with it Iitty dropped ghe reins on her horse's
neek, an 1 vepliad : E

I Lelieve youl T earried s letter from
somihody to soumebody » .

© Oue of the *somchody’a’ § can gucss it
the ether * somebody * s marmaterial.”

Folly had fillen bk o listle behind her
misteess, nud Kitky made her Jast t'm@ in.a
Jower wene of vuiee, leaning forward Loward
Niek. . )

o % What was tallked of afore that letter was

L Writ 27 he naked,

. AR exelaimed Kitty, with a thrill of eou-
vielion, . '

“Yea?” paid Nigk, geatly, -

“ 1 uot se weak and 8o mean as to tell I
ehe answered, with sudden encrgy., “I nmy
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| have been o convenicnd eal’s-paw, but I'm no-
budy’s eavs-paw now .
Bhie paised ey person in Lhe saddle, and falt
angry ; not ab what ghe wus doing, bat af the
Lhought of whag she had been. '
b is geod!” respondud Niek, gravely.
“Youre giktin® hold 0" somelhing yuw never
leed., Qo un in thaé way, aml them as Lhink
youre n windtmill, to e turned by anybody’s
breath, will git tpken in. You've answered
proper and right. I esn see that the tall,
brown man frem the wountains was talked of '
afore you Jeft the lhivuse on the Biaff. Your
Journey eonldn’t Leen long, miss?? N
“T'y 1 cabin on the right,” answeral Kitty,
“Ehat’ll de,? returned Niek, peflecsively.
“1 thank ye for so mueh., 1l remember y
in jevery diffikilty.  Ga lowe, gal, snd rest jo
peace.  Nothin®UP harm yo siween here and
theve.  R's all right. b is, I swear 6@
gracious!” . '
Kitty wmoved on, quite affeetod by what sha
lnd _heard, leaving Niek Whifles iu the road,
looking alter her. ) .

CITAPTER XIL.
, ARCHIBAED NOE'S SECRET.

Nick Whifles wnleled Kty out-ef sight.
He looked nleng the dark pahiway loug after
she bud disappeared. There was spoeeulation
in bis gray cyes, and something kike compne-
sion in his Leart. He wondered what the girl
was thinking of and what would come of her
night's work. L

- Fair enougl,” said Nielk, talking to the
trees aud purbiigowinds;, ¢ Too fiir, for. that
matter. It does ung*n‘-eges good to look b
siol.  They're like the Toses and the lilics that
plense the eve, and give mowentary aatisfnetion
Lo .the senses,  Thut's What. ghe Jikes o' thom
Le,with & moral “to't; though the moral is
sometimes Jeft ouf, so to; speak.  That gal
weans well. Slhe does, by mighty! But she
puts we in 1ind o' Hery crecpin’ plants Lthat
ran up-and codl ronnd the trunks o trees fur
suppors, She's the ercepin’ plant, aud her
mulior's the vine, That, I allow, is nigh about
the truth on’t, or ns close en’t aa we giner't
ot .Bhe scemed o little spunky. jea’ now, {
wonder what was the wmeanin’ et " -

Niek applicd gentle friction to his head, ‘

# 8punls, by gracions | themove I'think on't!
As I stodied her at bor f:lL!icl"s. I Jdidn's set her
down Jor any espunk; or-a trifle ab most
Sonie'at hins eome over that gol within the jnss
hour I L

Tue old lunter pansed, and gighed. Bighiug
wag an old habit, .

4 Virtue itselly” hie ndded, * may
instroment of evil™ .

te fult himself pulled by thosleeve.  Allthe
instinets of the backwoonlaman were ad onge
i awakenel,  ITe whooled on his heel with singwe

'

be made an

'
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Iar quickness, for ong of lis years. | He eucked | hand.  Thera was an intelloetual eonseio;.muen

hig ritle, tuo, with the same motion, His sharp
and nlert manner ehmuged when ho-saw wie
‘stoed beside hint, He fowered the hamive b0 the
®ous nith an air of-disapprintinent. 1t wos only
Archic Rue wiro had pulled bis sleeve, - e did
not recognize him ab first, bur presontly -he ve-
membered Dhaviny seen him ab- Kinmohih's,
“Niek reealled a slight firure and n eordel Habc,
Mith durgo eyes—eyes nuw dreamy, now bright,
&s 1he Jaa’s thoughis flnetuated to amt fro.
o “Well, shat do yon wane?' - Nielo ashed
gomewhak petolantly. 0 7 S
The youth was silent a moment.  Theio
gecimwd to he a donbt in his snhnd—sometling
Lok quite elear to his-understadding,
: The moon eaxme ont from the cloinls, ‘and
“ahone more Leightly-en the man and on ‘the
#buy.- Tho boy looked up scarelingly st the
wan, and tried with Tis shBered intelleet to
“kend the Irrown eharnctors on' his Lrown ficu.
Was it raally o shattered intellect?  Was it a
“foolish-fice?  Wore those black cyes really in-
i ittt williout inteHiglnee 2 Wekd: Lhiey like
the cyes of a deer, beantifal bat dvulless? !
Nick Whiflleg lioked down upon the up-
furned fnee as-well a8l conki in- the Tight «f
the white rays Which fell obliquely across it.
Bhe nan. of " ihe “gun and teip wis ab fanlt.
~Baring his short-stay at Kinmoutbl®s, he ha i«
stinetively takin in the iden that the boy was
wenk, nud net to be notieed, . But there was
now a vagne thought in Nick's head thut the
yuubh englit to be notieed. i Lo
- “I'moa fool 1 said Arehibald Roe. - :
‘d-;‘sofﬂnll il.*‘ quoth Niele Whifles, ¢ Pm an
er fool than you he, though. !

_ difference nl-\vcénjns, boy,."i ! Thats "‘h’q‘
“ Are you a natural fool 7 asked Arehia,
“Partly naral, Tad, purlly by my bad ocon-

duet,” noswered WhifHes, in a kindly ‘tone.

- wWe're all fools, more nor less,  Tliere's One,”

ho ndded, litting Lis ol eap reverently toivar
-#he bright moon, “in whose siglt we're all
“foala. Wo !ive,bitt o little whiie, you know,
by ; but [Him 28 lives above lives nllers, and
mevor dics.” ' ;

“['huve beard of Him,” gald Awchie, * o
makes g and Leetles.” D

Nick.
“ Did le make war ™ asked Avelie.
¢ Tallow he didn's,” veplied Niek.  Wieked
Atd aenbitivas men - make war. God  makea
‘ponee” . . : '
¢ He makes Union, too, don't ho?”
b Abers Union ! gaid Niek, in a voiee some-
‘what sippressed. K ’
N i I?ul'hu;')s," continned the Ind, hesitalingly,
He'll wnite the disconncetad thoughta in iy
head. The thoughta are the things that lineh
mie; they make my henin go roreni] md Foned,”

4

in Lis air aud:atticade, which Nio% potosi

uf sh‘ugx_ldu‘c'wumlw," Niek ﬂ:lid], iuf;'tll;?'d'

* It was 'the boolts, you see—ib was Lo books
that did ik, Lo beoks slone, if Fyou wauk your
Lriin o Le elear, My head is” erowided “with
bouks. But thercs room iere for o little
cuuning. Ienn outwit the Confuderalors. I'can
blind them with my s and my, bovtles Bahd
l\thvrc_.-lr'es for brgs and heetlos, butterQics and
bof:ri-s (;%ged stradulers, with pius %Jn‘ough their'

“Yeou're a sing'l " sai ; :
the mountains, gl boy! ‘alnd' the e 9!'

“ Come,” said Atfehie, ‘post

“%O wI_;cu-o i rchn.', ]eg g : :

“To trnek the trackers 5 to i
and to feden whik we G, El igkullll:-]llnﬁicﬁl:frig:?;
bo easy. Whe hangers aud Kitiers nead wateh-
mp. I should like v stick thei e a cacd with
ry bug's. This wayr .

Arebibald begante walk, and Niek fullowed
liim, . Presently he tarned aside from the voad.

“ l‘(_m cal come,’” he sall, Yand sve whab I
A going to do. I ean drust you, boe:nse You
rave brave rod hate the Cunfedorators.” ©

F:l[! of ¢uriodity, Nick kept elusely ‘to the
lay's heels, who went some distanos through a
dunse thiekét, @ Finally, planging into » swam
;;t vlufei, he I:Irlnl»ppcl«l on his_knees, thrast hia
fiatrd into 8 hollow lop,
hand into0 | T, and diew out gesmall
e f take this when 1 go for bugs!™ he &aid,
eunningly. « It fonds ak the breeel, aud I can
put in the eartridges right fagt," - s
He put his hand inte the fogr again, and took
out a handini of metallio coriridges, HNiok
lvokel on ju silent wonder,

chie, putling the eiriridges in his pockes, i
hie hg L : 4, sind -
rising to hig teet. Mo held np his u?u.-npo:'wil;h'
somcthing mord than ehildish delight. Thero”
was sufnething decply sctions in his exprogsion ;
a contraotion of the lips and vrow, a stead ;
purpose in the eyes, 7
* Do they trast you with this?” asked tho
‘trapper. . L ) :
“ 1 trusk myaelf with it!" esaid Arehibald,
dryly, and with a guietuess aid scll-nsscrane

Fle makes n lgnadbonlt ev}cr_y thing, ™ nnswered [that put the old woodsman in utter degbt

~ “There's been fouls in my famil.,”

l:f.-red 3% bat they wasu'd thisyﬁlshiun ’of’:{?o;ng;
fightnin’!  Oue’ gieh foul in n furnily would
made foola of all the rest on v Rotlen Jiffi-
kiltieg in the head was common amony us, buk
draw the double sighis on me, i ever I a,cu a
ool that knowed more noi wiss jreeple, ufore!
Foalish folks oughter be rydickerlons nud .
dickerous, and ot worth the Tigtenin® to. Bak
hera’s & youngster who's stepped oub o’ the
conmon trail o° folly, and set np, ns "twere, for
him=elf. Ilore’s a uat’ed o his own Iu;uk!

.B‘c rubbed Dis forehead slowly with hie right

And not a nat'ral, neither, by a long shot; for

-

! ) o, . reallg:
“XNice thing for apecinscus, this,” adled Ap- i
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if he was, he wouldn't know it A fool that
Kuows he's 4 luol, isa strange sight. My grau’
fathor, the grent historinn, ouphter et this
bey Is Centril Afriky. Iet me look ab that
little g, lad1”

“ Vou can look at it as much a8 you p!ease,”
said Archic, tonchiags alpring which threw the
‘hreech catd of the Larrdl from the stoek, pre-
sonting a clear, bright, winding fube to the

(L19 T
Tt goes on a hinge, I swear to gracious!”
Nick exclnimed. - . R

- Arehid slipped » emtridge into the shining:
tube, #nd sprang Lhe barrel back to its placo ia
un instant, )

% Quick domol!” remarked Nick, reflectively.
< T never happened te ruu ncross one o them
«ere, up in the mountaing, I do for squirrels,
i a'pose?” :

« It has done for more than squirrels,” repli¥d

the bey, ealmaly, and without & trace of wenk-
HERS, .
They walked back to the road silently. Ar-
<chibald Roe' led on egain, By and by le
wtopped, and fesning su denly to Niek, said, in
= sane aud steady voice:

4 Yow will keep my secret '’ .

% Your secret?’ repeated the trapper, dubi-
vusly. “1f I know #, Il keep it. . I ain't
partzin I know it; bub it scems to me tlere’s a,
Little light atreamin’ in at the vorthenst eornev
af my hend. As it eays in -Seripter, I see
pome’at like trees walkin® afore me,” :

 QOtbsers I may deeeive,” resnmed Archibald
12ea, speaking in the same intelligent manner;
< hut somebhing tells mo I cannot deacive you;
thevelore I threw off the mask. In futurs,
when We are together, as now, I shall show ag

little folly ns possible, and be to you what 1

Ricl didn’t apeak for some time ; he deliber-
ated; he soanned the boy from head to foof,
aud Lielped his mouth to some tobaceo.

“ How old bs ye?” le asked.

« Past soventeen.” - .

« You look younger.”

« Beennse 1 am dressed like a boy, and T am

. emall of my age. Take off this round jackei,
and put me in a frock, snd I should look differ-
ent. My yonthfyl upgem‘:lnce is, in some
Iieasure, My protection.’ .

“ Good I enid Niek, ¢ How old is the gnl
they exll Kitty K

hie blood flushed up to Arehibald’s face in &
motment. He stood speechless and paralyzed.
+ Don't hgrey yourself,” added Niek, placidly.

1 “ About sixteen,” etammered the youth.
« Potticonta!” muttered Niek, sugely. @ All
vight, lad ! AR right, by mighty! Don’t be
nshanted on’t.  Older boys uor yofl have fol-

bé the man as puts yo at fault, or lends the
game fLrough remain’ water.
goes, you've done well to trust me.
wouder that this brown old face o miue should
invite your confidenee.””

As the worid
Bat ¥

Aveliie didn't answer, nor did he dare to medt

the fixed gaze of the trapper

# You wateh the gal by day, and spy out the
doin’s of the reliels at nighi, 1 reckon?™ .
1 deay nothing,” said the youih, in & Jow
tone, moving forward.

« Lo gal'is fair,and the cause is good. Bet
the country fust, nnd the gal arterwards, if yo
can ; lenstways, give ag failhiful serviee to it a8
to Mer, ~ I've but one love, now, aud that loww
is my eotntry. But you're young,and it's
different. - Count on me, younyster; count ou
Niek Whiffles a8 one ns will bo your fricnd. X
like your pluck, by mighty I :
“] thapk you from my heart!” responded
Archibald Ree, reaching back a hand to Nick,
“You' understand me but too well Unlike
you, I have two mistresses; you lave named
them Loth: One I silently ndore; the other I
secretly serve.”

His voice wng low, but it did mot Miter.

« You haven't told her ?” ‘

* Never!” exclaimed the youth, with ene

«Tg it net enough o be near her, to sce hor?

« Ben'cely cnough!” said Niek, quaintly,
plintting onc cye, as if he were teking . aim ab
something. 1 sheuld want more vor that il X
was a young msan on 1he trail of s gal. 1 should
want i pecsolyar east o the eye, anul o toueh o
the hand, andn taste o’ tho lips, ©Q Lord, yeal®

Niek Jaughed in his silent way.

Arclife sighed, and quickened his pace.

They -soon enme within sight of the ealin
where Kitty had delivered the note to the Con-
federate colonel,

o Wait ‘hiera for me,” said Archibald; and
going forward softly, he looked throngh w»
erevice into the eabin. - :

CHAPTER XIII.
MRS, EINMOUTH'S LETTER.

Arolibald Roe saw o Confederato officer iit-
ting nenr one of the narrew windows of the
cabin, holding & white ostrich-feather in hip
hand, The' fycwsth tind seen. Mré, Kinmouth
wear anch n fenther in her lm't_.! Tha man way
about thirty-five years of age, with a white
bald track rhaning over tha top of hiag head. He
kept saying to himeelf:

u Clmrminfl charming, indecdly So yomﬁl
Tohe the wife of such ¢ maul  Qne onn hardly
eredit it ‘ “.

« Mra.. Kinmouth haa been abroad’ againg®
thouglit- Archie. * Another mysterious ride,
| Another conduest.” . oL -
Blaeksmer kissed the snowy pleme, and put i

Jowed ‘a pebticoat. Yeou've faken a strange
txail, gonuy, and it way be a long one ; buot if
your mind is geb on't, why, track on, and I won't

in bis bosom, "While he was buttoning lifs aont,
8 letter slipped from his poeket, and fell to the
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Loor. 1le was so much absorbed with. Ehe re- 1 of X
gnp[lli:r:mm:‘.of bis fair visjtur, that he did not ﬁmyljng‘g?!' ne
3;‘?!;:;0 Llleltc]luci[l"p]muuu‘m, niml .iu'osu and keft the w Ki‘t.t.y on crieﬂ Archie )
Rindow without knowing 1is Joss. s B BTN ’ N
“Ou o liklé pine tubl,-:, on whielh buraed the léiteiifgs?ﬁg' I5 was her tl,:at brought this Niglk read all this colmiy, and ‘with vnrafled | and trast the mad bo .
%‘mmem of lmnps, Ly his sword aml_ pistols ‘Aréhib-!ﬁll ll;.mc and duisty’re temper, He went on slowly but surely, stam- | Roe emiled, and Lralling his little rifle, began
O bicklod o 0o o nd put the [itals in | Hin Eatth g ot _grew white abont the mouth, bling now and-then, bat waking all right pros- | to move away.
Jis pocket, Humming n tune, lie opened the Gé\mi-i m.“;as staggerpd, and nothing save the ently. e folded it quictly, put it back in the | “You feel sure ¥ queried Niek, earnestly.
door. Archie erouched in the shalow of the | ment glt l,nncmy"{f ick convisted his judgs anmutilated envelope, web it wWith Lis tongue, |« It might make a co,m(‘}emucd tivsle diffikilsy, if
eabin, anl Blackiner passed out.  If the letter [ Bal iilihﬁ “.i‘s D yeoment of pain aml doubt. and re-sealed it o there should e any mistakie about Lhis business,
St 110t dropped on the floor, the colonel would shcl b 2.4 “[“01“‘“‘] hér mother's hnbits?  Was . 't An sncomtnon neat piece o composition!” ) We want to know wlien the priscn eritters are’
a0t have esceped thus ensily, T A heiod go 1.:“[1 eague wilh Lhe conspirators®  Did * L6 obsebved, with acomical squint at his young-| somin’; arter $hat, leave it all to me, I know
- Gol" muttored the youth, *I'ean find you bctri\;'ﬂm on 'unda{;ghs, errands, to inform and friend. iTe looked: like o person who is confi- | bow to deal-with sieh. Ilwus:in‘t hgrn _vester;
mgain. : ' ' ) ok s . nl ali-nreservation, and could see his way [day, A ortion o'.my life has been spen
" “Before the coloncl's footsteps had oeased 1o 'q'ngr'qu-ﬁﬁualf tho Ictlor fram his passive Liand, gzthog:“;f“mg any difficulty. : v ﬂﬂfﬂng BMPII & bain's au'}; danger. Though ex-
o heard, Arehie was in the. cabing aipl had the T “}la 1y thined it. ) ¢ Ivs o hormless-lookin’ bit o* paper, but it’s | istence is_a brittle thregd, I've apun it onb 611
Tetber in his band. Niek omme ul:"ha'stily .aad | vate nlﬁw 5:]','1:;"[; to geo whal's in it, at any . somo'at Jike a cat-nsteep. Tall, ghunt, and now ; and you see me afore ye, Nick Whiffles,
met Lim - T e ,cau:esm D.Gn'{'if Il‘l‘ccko:l it consarns us op tawny U That's me. Paraonal, but to the plint. { alive ind well, ready to grapple with aay diffi-
“ ¥ heard some one walking,” he said, “Did . ¢ down-hearted, Ll ;. for the What do you think on't, lnd 9 ‘ kilty that may turn up.”

i elear Liersell, - ‘ ! ing Tl
anybaly Tonen L min : gal'll elear liersell, I'li warrant. “Lwaa hor T e wish to think of i6,” answered Aveh- Archie enme back, aud putling his Liand on
A Confuderate colonel,” replied Avelie.

w Aem.—Mast remember to charge the bushwhackers | & Do you know the Turkin' places of the
. ' . not to ot tleir guns go off accldentndiy, snd kil Him 3t peq) aleank 2 -
b the womnn; the darter, nof tha Which would suve the expense of o vope and vther little W1 do, said Avehic. .© I've walked theso

thers, Atnd 13 not to be thought of. . . , o f -
hd .m?‘ﬂ?eaﬁw.—dNut to hang old KKinmoulh, anless sbsolutely binffs too much to' be unaequainted with his

netessary, ou account of his pretey wife.” haunts. Retorn to Kinmoulh's; Mr. Whiffles,

%]

plortin’ mother ths ‘ intos. T Lk o were., : :
o ‘ }‘ héap. o’ power .il,:htgﬁﬁvgca heriato’s,  Tlhera’s . ibakl, gloomily. ¢ Ik 1s beartless; it s wiclted ; | Nielk's arm, auswered :
¢ A Confederste eolonel?” repeated Niek, | and sofs ways, 8lhe onn l:.:[m:u;, with hee sailes bl it 35 the bitber fruit of this rebellion. Dol *You are tight: you were not born yoster-
eagerly, ** Wiy didn't you Lell me, youngster ? | mest fulks, without an d‘ié‘;‘.l‘:’r °“’§} witl with not_condemn hor boo much. She menns better doy ; neitlier was L T am young iu yoars, buk
"\'\ oganld took lim easy enough.” . ‘Shanrp eyes; read this Iﬂm . -“t"y‘." ou'va got than she writes."” . - 1 am old in logks and in thougl, snd—'
“ But he Tefé this,” said Archie, holding up “You read it mai VEiaR . _win ghe does, my man,” aaid Nick, emcour 1 In love I7 interposed Niek.
the lettor, . . i Pl b pro.{i'u:-e‘dl p:‘];c:md Archie, rocoiling from agingly. “Sartainl  But she Jon't quite un-} And einee these dificnltics eommenoed,”
“AN o exclnimed Niek, “That's whot ahe| Nick read as follows : . ) darstan’ the difference ntween life and deatl. continned Archie, not heeding the intcrraption,
mf‘rﬁd' e b . + 4 wggponen B ' . To live, is to movée nbont on the flat_of the’| *and sinea I sow hér, I hiave sn;:u?.l mosb o‘
»*1las she been cut o-night? Did you see CroNEL DBLacmyEn:-T am desived ko direct my airths s 4o dic, is Lo lay miglty flay under the | my time with my rifle, in the wooda, liere and
ber 7 aske ) - N B q?ml‘l_.umc:moqs to you. There is a tall, ga 3 P ! e g o / N | ank .
.mm‘th,as,kl.d the lad,-slifl t.hm_l-.mg of Mrg. Kin- l‘!.u[l(_)t.‘!ts}ﬂ_]’z!;lng&':ll1 us to-uigkt, who iﬂ'llhéuﬂf,‘fé;fﬂwt?i -, aarth, fI‘o trap the ;m;my} quh,‘ is I;;} ?hoot_ or there, ailt'lf ever)‘:l{czg,ﬂon e L;\gi:s t.oitn‘eth:
s _ : ﬂlranl._o'l cit Whifflag, whose dolugs and snyings, ap in hang hLim; and atwoen shootin® and hangia, river. ave watehed the coming and. E
;- % ¥en,” responded Wik ¢ she’ i e Notthwestern. trapping-grounds, have wa and moviy sbeut, alive and henrty, bhere's [ing of these disloyal men and women, and I
pon: ; “ehe's been onk [ stiv, Io i3 o Union mansend ki Ue such & : s v 4 g sloysal
Xou, who fco aiigh abont everything, ought to |troudle for ns, LIl mm‘m;‘: “l‘,y e e im? to nako quite a 0dds to me. Ol no'l §he ain't so very | eon track them to theiv seertt pleces. Ve, I
Been about ﬂl;”lel: time, *Twas o gohlen -op- | to keek the ofd foal hers uatll m,_,,w,.l.o‘;-‘f‘i;ﬁ;, ‘l‘g";t:if,']'i ) btad!  The right and tite wrong hLas only | nm sure that 1 shall find Harker; and if X ﬁ.ud
partunily, Ind B }:;rgcznguxlae';ne!x to take him.  Dou't Do afinid of seuding oliznged places] TLe cart's got afors the hoss him, T ghall find the hollow tree, and whatever
1-‘11_ ve \jv;}LcIl:eJ licr enough,” answered Avehie, | waps ‘;‘I‘ll’dlgﬂ;oﬂégnf?;rh&?c]::sd:&%u:oun wan, and af- tlnt's wil! DBat thet's nothin’ agin the gal, fmay be placed in it." You' .
shiakinge : is mi - A L : A raps, Ko captur Tt 1Y . ’ I 3 1 tole, ©
. mm;t.h!’ ‘l‘i} \:;;;].“l:)lsi!}ntu;dhz:a t.lnc;z ‘{\.1:;; ‘IE']"' 3?;111.10‘:.\(];:o':arxet::s:c!:;gfer:gﬁ? m?mfmmi Lh?_, 'm;“lmi“: ’ K‘K{"c’hib'ﬂﬂ Toe moved about unzasily‘ and | the ;]ilt.l:ﬁgtt}her;?z%g(%?cfzikl nl!owﬂu ]‘Lr‘?l %:il :
) ' e 1l ¢o her, vho [ o : ment,  Thers has beea = terri- . ahy 2 . ; ; ’ : o .
ara Jeading her on in this rebellion shall, sooner :ﬂ;a:cl;:&i :\; 1?r'isrvg‘:§lisgm-mgm’ and T trast vowll take - did not find it very easy fo riconaile the ox-|[’em yow've gone to your buga and  your
or later, hear from Arshibald Rue--ilie poor | sune very near l!angi;l:‘igl;'r[ll?tf:lq:!.lil?i:’.ll:l‘;tf:ll?}.e- They tremaes of Niek'a philesopliy.  lle ‘appreeinted beetles, your hoppergrassea and your long-leg-
,]i'\{.]wlm hns gona wad over bools, the harless | Mz owa windows ; and that, too, alter | Ets::}l—f;;'z?;fﬁ; .. Huw kindiicas of ius new aegunintrate, but felt | ged straddlers. “And, what's beficr, Tl speals
o0 cotor of bugs, ) ifﬂIehL'luhlb I wouldn's haye him banged for any money. sutitily wnable to decide how much irony e } & good word.for ye to the prethy Kitty. Ikpow
S Then you keow hier to ba dis'oyal ¥* said cnnpeué).l ivann“ e:.:fé'ctr;;““{”“‘7‘]"“‘811!1:-:3. you must, in meénnt to attach to his remarks,. The man's {Lhow to do.them things, my little bug-man. A
Nlcku‘ wible surprise, thinking of Kitéy, ‘ ' | comd home am.dplouud lliilrnlgl‘;ll??a’,lgﬂi: f1'1u:xmtlf=?l;sig-'£#m; qus first twinkied with bumor, tlien lighted | woman’s man, I be. The lively eritsers enn'k
_ © Between you and I,? answered the youth, 5“‘0‘“11“ hivo gone fito sirong hystetics o ©°+ dp with sofmething sterner. look at me .without langhin’. O Lord, not"
in & low tony,  there can b no donbt of it.” | come :;‘;q‘;v:,‘"hféll Jod II\’I“l’l‘cighlu"scn_d this fo you or “Yowd beiter take this fetter,” added the| *I'm offl” said Archibald. . o
o X im\rg'elnustnlgen,l my man’; X doubt it,” re- | writs so much in detil ; bt oan G Ef?t‘f;‘lf_g’liulltllnﬂi meuntaineer, while Areitic was yet deliberating,| *Good. Tack t.g ye !"It'i'spnlh'lcd N1’ckiamth :;
larned Nick, musingly ’ ‘ast be able to siay to cunverso with you & sivgle m  wand put it bael in the dientiea] pinee whero | wave of the hand.” * T'll take care o things a
P LT o ) you a single mos puk b bact . R vhiero g 3
Yoy ¥ . : fseirt, 80 fearful am I of dizcovory. ’ foundit. The Confederabo critter 'l t, | the ! LA
. Yoo . o o m I of dix - ] you found it. The Confederato eriltcr 'l mies it | the house, ) .
- “I1" quoth Niek, I tallicd with Loer this ceivuuthack:l?i{A‘:-Se;‘;;;“;ng(:lf;g!k:\?imﬁzir creand, and re- and come {6r't, most likely.” ) Young Roe quickly disnppeared in the woods,
"'-“ﬁf night, aud, jn fay *pinion, sho racans as |tyed it away 1 it Hke, caproiniiy by thah ti;ﬂ'; © - Young Roe took the lelter and meolianicnlly | while the hunter returned Lo Kinmoutl’s.
]%P. 23 tho best on us, Bho may be qaick iv _f,‘l{:km\lglix!\_mes whon& 1 found. comfurtably huatalted with obeyed, thinking all the while of Kitty., ., . — .
!}!i}! Feelin’s, and fieklo, a8 "were, bub I don’t bo- | this !ullcr\-).«'loukgtllt@p:‘f'L'i’]';l:"l‘l‘]._gotthy Hlumouth, Lub S5 Do you know where that hieller tree ia ?7 : * CHAPTER XIV.
ieve thore's any o” the jison Heacsh in her “W1f you ean come, give = i g . ) ns"keﬂ W lni}lc,si,' when the Jad joined him. . A NEW SNaRD
hty ™ I An her, by 4 me, pive a liny t0 Al'ek Marker to duc . the Jad J iy e - .
mig ity 1% ) Inta tho hollow trew that he knows of, ‘tnforming me o . % No, but T enn find it . | Niek knoeked gently ol the door, which was
"!'bil;f 8 inything but.quick and fickle, She g&?ﬂ'ﬁﬁhéﬁ'ﬂﬁ? Ly oxpeck » wislt from those monsirous ¥ W Tell me how 7 .
delibarato, and constaul to a purpose Bhe's’ Y S
. - 3 v, LGS * Youors, for the cause,
#oo adroit for,you, my friend.” TR g ,

N T, apened- by, Mountain Wax.. The honse wWos
. f «T'il fnd Nick Harker, and in finding Lim, I| quiet. The family had retired Lo rest, whilo
SN Jrem .  On the hask - "h:’x“'" ghigll find the beee o . | the athletio Onlifirpian kept wateh below. . A
o “l? lookigd at Archibald wonderingly. | on le hask of Lhe s}lpch-wﬂs writcen, in pen- “fn findin® him youdld find \the .tree,” ve- | few words pnsscd bebween the (wo men; then
P And yet ydit iove her?™ he saidh o < ¢il, by the eolon'ci.‘galwwmg thag he Liad read it pented Wik, thonghtlully, - . NWick stretched himself on the, floor nnd wnd
. ;lLow Mll' . Kjnmonth 7 « .o om:;:nis, the following memoranda:. ‘ t,hu é mean that T will nét losé gight of him for| soon in s sound Bleep, forgeifnl of plots nnd
o Tle ' youth Jaglied at the nhaurdike. .. | “Mém—3lusk not fobget to see Al arkes ¢ day,” relurned Arehie, willy confidence. scunterplots 3 - trenchery and danger. )
T hohed s o i, - i e e S M be g, esned Auchi, vid Sbiaplta; gy ond oo

monniaing, ' y ! .
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Max, attentive to every sound, without or
within, remained walteful, ~ He would not have
ejept had thiere been no need of watchfulness ;
“far, Glari wa1 in his imagination, keeping him
reatless. Clari wae equally sleepleas. She
eanll nut und: rstand why Kitty should remain
#o long with her mother; bat she did have
nomething more than n vague suapicion that
Mrs Kinouth had betenyed the man whom
she lnd Defricided, into the, hands "of his ed-
mmics. That eome new seheme was afoot, shie
tharoughly believad ; and she longed to say td
Kite ; C o
v {iewuru of your fascinating mother " -

Eong before the retarn of Niek, she was
peveral tines on the point of knocking at licy
wiep-miotier's door; but she fearsd that that
wouid be itrosive, and might serve to. put her
mors on her guard, and make hier more adroit
than ever in the hidden course sbe was pur-
euinz, . :
Clarf, as ale walked thoughtfully to and fro
ia her slippers and wrapper, eanght the seuud
of the opening of a door. Iler own waa njar,
and she stepped across the threshold, Someg
ang wns softly eoming up the back stairease.
It was o womuan, for she eondd hear the rustle

of her garmenis  She drew back, ned saw
Kitty eome wp, cross the npper holl, and steal |

1o her mother's ehinmber,

Cluri sat dowa, fnll_of cnriesity and con-
jeeture, Dy and-by, Kitty appeared, in her
usnnl attire. - o

* Where have you been 27 Clari nsked,

. *I have been & fool I snid Kitty, deliberates
g CLui mueed o ntomsent. - Slie had never heard
guely an answer, in suelt a tode, from the gentlo

i by, ‘ R
w did not ask you what you had been, but
where # alded Clari. :
M No matter! I am goingl to bed and to
sleep. 1 hape to wake up with o feiw grains of
your wit. it where 1 enn look at your good
faoe while T am deopping away.” )
Kitty went to bed, snd Clari, quite mysti-
fieldl nnd troubled, held_her Tittle white*hand
wntil her eyelids drooped and ghe slept
" ot Clari had no thobght of slumber. 8he

heard Niek's knoelt, light as it was; and the

ppening and shatting of the 'door, but wis
alvaid to go down to larn who entored. When
she had eombated this timidity, & Jong time,
she stole down stuirs, and, to her confusion, saw
Mountain Max keeping guarl and Nigk Whif
fles slecping on the tloor. |
" Miyx was thrilled by the vision of Clard, all
i White. Ile looked, and wna lost. -Hhe -wns
pale ‘and endm, and her bewuby indeseribable.
To taanaged to muttee: ° C

o A1l 'safe, Miss Kinmouth!™ nnd then was

WHIFFLES ON THE BORDER.

sight. She enme and went, o fair and bewiteh-
ing crealure, his benefuctress, lis heroine, bia
idenl woman., )

The morning enme, n& i the might just
presed had been one of the many and eommon
nights thit had come aud gone. Mrs. Kinmouth

friendly. To Wick she was condesesnding, to
Max she was kind.  8iic obscrved his wonls, bis

reharmed the charmer. The impression made
.the previous.night was deepencd that morning,
She resclved ilint the man she Lknew by tho
simple neme.of Bosworth, shonld feel nm]yown

‘bow to hter will, She walehied Clarl, and. she.
iwatehed Eitty, lest their counter eharms should
iprove itbractive to this mountain Apollo.

w Of-cotrse, she did this' in her own way,
witltout awlwardness or cbservation. Max wag
well bred, He said but little, and that litle

showed his good sense. He resolved to be
amiablé-and skillfol with an amiable and skilifu}
| womnn, C o -
Clari waa somewhat constrained. She kept
her eyes on her plake, nnid converaed only with
Kitty, whio was strangely assured and ot her
ease ' . '
“ Al't” thonght Kity, ** what would motfier
say if ahe knew that this fan whom she is
daing the sgreeable to is ihe veritable Moun-
tain Max, whom I nm sure she betrayed to that
horrid_ Harker! Bui I must say nothing. I
enn only think, for I am a cat’s-paw, and not a
girl. Cat's-paws arc convenicut, What will be
lone when T havé censed tobe acat’s-paw * Will

Mutlier won’t let "em burn.  8he’s too deep for
that, Ab, what a glanee she gave Lim,then!

" {111 'do’ that Lefore the glass, when I go up stairs.

I ¢an practice on’Archic, and when I haye n
change, try it on mother's admirer—Colone!
Blackwer.” He's gobt her feather, at all avents,
I wonder bow she'll extricato "herzelf from
thot 37 ' oL

Xitty thirew o furtive plance nt her mothér,
J\'fl‘!ml. glanee eauglt a tender cxpression on her
 face. -
“ Bhie's going to cut the hair of this rural

prrbly right, :

Mrs, Kinmouth strietly avoided the exciting:
topies of the hour, She did not nsk Max whenee
e eame, or where he was going, or his business,
All that, she knew, wonld come in good time,
She tajked freely with Nick, making many in-
quirica about life in e weods, flattering him
whenever she hnd au opportunity. '

‘Niek wns not tardy in conversation, ITe kept

nge with her,; he toll comical stories. She

sorry that he bad bréken the spell. ‘She'emiled,
nodded lier liead slightly, rad flottered ont of

hiehed at his dry humor, and informel him
Lhat he was really refreshing, he waa so natural.

appearéd nt the breakfistetable, placid and

rantiers, willi'elose attention. 1lis maniy boauty.

ker power, acknewledge Ler sngremncy, nnd’

was fo_the purposer Ile avoided politice, and.

the chestouts vemain in the fire? No, not.

[ Sampson,” said Kitty, mentolly, and she was

;
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i pressad him o remain with them a fow
duves Siie owned it wes selfish, beeause in such
a detarbed state of affairs his presenec would
be really » protection, to say nothing of his
company wind his amnsing adveninres.

Whiffivs reeeivad thesa courlesivs with un-
shakén equaninity. Ile replied readily, yetso
nnbiguously thak even the quick-witted Mrs.
Kinnroath was led iute a state of deabt in re-
ward to his real eharacter. At pne moment
ale was fnelined to $hink him n simeple-minded
man of the woods, and at the next, o cool and

wiilifl person, ever on his guard aud ever sus- |

piciona,

“Terrible things happen now-n-days,” eaid
Mea. Kinmouwth, with a sigh, . “1 siept none
for (lnking of the frightful visitors of last

Cnight.” ’ . '

Mr. Kinntoith moved uneasily in his chair.
e said not a word; Le gave no sign of dis-
tenst.  He looked at Clari and Kitty, and sipped
his eoffee. . '

# Kilty has told me aboutit,” Mrs, Kinmouth
resitted, cailing to her aid a3l Lie powers of ey
will.  * You and your triend,” addressing Max,
“gume very opportnunely; [ may aay, provi-
dentially. They leok nway the unlortunate
fugitive, did they? I wish yon could Lave
aaved him, too.” . .

Max looked up with astart of surprise; then
he remewbered that he bad been introduced ns
B, Basworts, and sot as Meundain Max; and
that e was, by commoi consent, sustaining a
fulse oharacter. A deception bad been "put
upon Mra Kinmeush for his safety, and as-n
piece of pardosable policy. The man whom
ahe iad letrayed was sitting at her table, and
she was {alking with idm freely and casily,

pleased with him, and rnxious in tuea Lo please. }.

The situation was certainly peenline.  Glarviand
- Kitty, and indeed all but the subjeet of the de-
euption, folt the slrangencss of ii. -

Whati was to be dene? Nothing, of conrse,
on the part of uny member of the family bui
the earcful hend of i, Rebert Kinmouth, and
he was yeb b doubt ‘woat evurse lo parsue in
the future, For the present, and until he could

N shape ont a settled " hine of conduet, he was sat-
isfled Lo lot matters remain ag they were; and
take whatever poliey ciremmstonces might give
them. He feltsnre of hjs wife's guilt, bug stilt
had Juss pool of ih thaue he wished. The-detter
Tte had scem, thougl Leaping so strong a redewm-

some others, the whole trath was ss clenr as
suulight. )
+ Fhis was theslalas of affairs'at the lhonse on
the Bluff on the moiniby aiter the visit of tha
buslhiwlinckers.

Mrs. Kinmouth kept a vigilant watell that

day. Sle kuew she was slanding on slippery |

ground, but would, make the best of it.  Clari
was guict and cold; while Iitty was inexpliea-
ble. ~The lutier liad evidenlly got an idca inte
her head, but Ler wiso mother could not de-
termine what i was,

Max Boaworth wallied about the grounds
with lier husband, and talked sevionsly with
him, Of course, the sulject concerned the Re-
bellion, and the difficultics that surrouwnded
loyal people.

Nick Whitfles—they ealled him Swingfoot-~
related o fow cowienl stovics, and with g rifle
on his shoulder, disappeared.  Mrs. Kinmouth
wanlehed lis tall figure down the Bloff road,
and slightly eentraeting her fuir brow, mutlered
to herself: .

“He will come to-night. Ile has left Lis

horse.” o
CHAPTLER XV,
THOE MOUNTAIN MEN.-

Nick Whiffles &id not follew the road far.
He struek off into the lorest, Ile walked rap-
idly, but liis moeeasined feot muade little noise
nob beeanse fie made pavtiewar effort to go
soflly, but more feom habit. . 1le heard the dr;
leaves rustle under the pressure of heavy fect.
Ie stopped, and stood behiud & tree,  Afier o
short time he saw u man hueryioy throngh Lho
woods toward the river.. o passed quite nenr
Wielr, who recoguized him, - I6 was Aliek ar-
ler. '

+T wonder where the éritter's roin’ " mused
Niel. “ Qn no very goad aceant, 'l warvant.
There'll be n enssed litdle duffikily, T ailow,

| svoner or Inter!”

He did not stir, but conlinued to look after
Aliek. Presently, lic paw anuLlicr figure, smaller,
and moving silently: 1t was Archibald Roe,
following the Luslwhaeker. A smile of satis-
fael on passed over fhe ofd trepper's lips. He
walehied the youth Ul e was out of sight.

*Whe boy bas r ight step and a steady eye,”
he enid, with & plensed siv, *1ed soon Fara
thé wnys o' the woods, ILe tracks that clumsy
bear lite a trained and sspacions dog.. Love
has slrpencd lis Takilties.  Ile has the will of

blanes to lwr handwriting, might possibly bea tiger, and the cunning of a eat. That menn

made fo appear on.ingenioys forgery. Yes;,
there wight be a faint hof® of that” So Mr.
Kinmonticlung to slraws, and resolved o be
wagnanimons and slow to condemn; while, at
the same time, he feared there was no hope of
bet ignocenee being shown.  But he lad no’
hentt to make a stdiden exposure.  The thonglt
of eowfirmation stutied Lim. He preferred
fo-pat off thie evil dug, when, to the minds of

seeession skuok'il have to yo fasler ndr hie docg
now, to get oul Lhe way o’ that yonngater.”

, Witkh Bhis andible ¢xpression of his thonghta,
Nick amgvell on brisily. Ife went far, and
through lonely placcs
to be Wi mlailive gense of the points of the
enmpaes.  Whatever faenlty ov eurions krowl-
edgue direetgd big esurre, e did not err, hat
‘wenb straight to lhe spot he wished to find;

1lis only gnide scomed.
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which wis the rendezvons of his men from the
mountnins, many of whom had arrived. There
were no while tenta to mark their little encantp-
ment. They were men who could roll thew
elvee in tiir Llankets and sleep on the ground.
If the earth was saturated. with recent -rains,
they eut lwugls from il trees and made the
web plaers drey They were hurd_y fellows, who
did not fear colinan Jengers, The gleam of a
bayouct, novthe erack of a percussion-eap, nor
even the masie of fving bullets, startled their
sfeady nerves. They were not raw reeruits.
They knew how a rific shonld be Lield and fired,
They knew when the bullet out to strike, and
what it onght 40 do. No feather-bied soldiers
were they.

8ome lives were burning, and groups of brave
follows were cooking over them, in their own
gmculim- slyle, The appearance of Nick was

miled with rough but hently salatations.  Theik|

leader was evidenily popualar among them, and
was looked upon as o “game chap”, brave,
shirewd, and equal te all the emergeneles of the
warfire they were abont to engage in.  He Lad
to pnawer many questions, and {o ask a few in
turn.  They were loyal men, and impatient for
aelion. i
“ 1’11 goon Lave some’at for yo to do,” quoth
Hiel. ¢ The people licreabouts are tervibly put
Yo't by the traitors, ‘The critters called sl
whaelers are up, and bard at it. They don’s
mind roblin’, whippin’, and bengin’. They'd
larn, T allow, if ‘Lwasy’t for the trouble o eok
Jeetin firewoud.  Alf this diffikilty comes of a
few rotten dimigogs, my lids. How on airth
nre we goin' to put down the rebellion while ahl
the Llack eritters nre stayin’ to home, raisin’
foad for the rebel army ¥ 7 All the able-Lodied
men go lo war to desiroy the Gover'ment, and
the ofil men and women stay on the plantations,
%u Loss Lhe blacks, and grow sorn and bacen for
em, 'Fhal's the way 'tis, end no mistake, Bus
we ain’t-goin’ Lo find fault finlt with nobedy,
my menniain eatamonnts : "we're goin' to fight
for {he Lest country the world ever scé.  Aml
we'ra goin' Lo sail in in right down airnest, dvo.
We'it be mareiinl £o the marciful, and just to
the eruel.  'We'll perteet women and children,
and make quict’aud poaee along the bppks o
the ohl Mis'souri. We will, I swear t géa-
cions " LT
i eporey was veceived with checra—voeif-
crotts clivers.  There were criea of % Go on 1™
I ain't no talkin’ man, eaid Nick, “I'ma
figlitin®, not a talkin® man.  We've got political
critterd among ws, up torrards the North, that
ean’t do nothin® else bub talk, Lot 'em go it on
that, Ly gracious! We don’t go in for sich
gammon,  Ft's the hoard knoeks only that'il
kuock dawn this bjoated seecssion ox.'
“That's sol” nssented o seore of voices.
“ And that ox hos been fatted at the publie erib,
too.”

« 85 ho e, my bully boys! Andall sorta o
grain tlicy buslied into him while he stood in the
pablie erib. T told 'em they must mozzle him,
or Joek off hig feed.  Naw we've got fo slaugh-
ter him to keep from bein® dored'to death. But
we'll male o diflikilty with ’em,
awear to graciohis I -

“We'll do that ¥ eaid the mountaincor,

« T want soing of ye,” cortinued Niek, “to go
with ‘me ov-speeial sarvice. Il tell yo what
‘tis in doe time,” .

Niele #elected & dozen stont fellows, and nam-
ed a place of meeting, uear the bluff, at.a given
Liour. After-talking with them, a Jong time
apart feom their eomrades, he stalked away ae
Iie came-~witli his long rifle on Lis shoulder.

CHAPTER XVIL
* . OROS3 PURPOSES.
Menntime, Max improved his time. Ha not
ouly walked with Kinmouth nbout the grounds,

but e wallied with the fair mother and ibe faipe |

or daughtors. The meve ho.saw of Clari, the
more o was eaptivated. Ho had reached the
superlative degree of love by night.  Mrs, Kin-

mouth geented a8 much pleased with line ns he’

was witl: Clari ; bt we say this with a juental
regervation, eaving a suftable margin for that
Iady’s love of conguest.  Max, though not sen.

sible of thé gentle interest he had Inspired in

the heart. of Mrs, Kinmouth, tried his best to
conceal tha tender sentimests that Claci had
awakened. The cirontstancees wler which the
twe hiad met were so romanlie, that Mrs. Kin-
mouth was fearful that semeihivg might patn-
ralty grow out of it, even before she began to
observe the parties themselver; when she com-
meneed £ watel tiem, lier fonrs specdily ripen-
ed ints strong suspicions.eThere was Kitty,
too.  'Why not Kitty a8 well as Clari?  Bhe in-
wardly owned thero might be danger of thak
Kitty was prétty, but a child.  She had not the
sliaracter and stability of'herstep-duughter. She
wight please the handsomo steanger, and exeito
bis admiration ; but Clari, only, eould fascinate
hini entirely, and attach lim to hor for kife.

Sueh wore the rebol lady’s feelings; ond it |

must be confessed that they approximated to the
trath,, Bhe said to herself, looking at Beaworth;

i« This man is & very fine animal.  Who Inows
bt I may turs him to ecoount?  No doubt bis
polities sre bad; but if T ean bring "Lim to my
fect, I éan ‘couvert. him, 1 will make a good
rabal of liym, in fime.”

She wihi' not eo&scious of danger to hereelf,

but to bim. She knew ber own potwer ; and this

ealmi, strong man from the ‘woods should be
tanmed pnd subdndd—providing her plang wers
wot interfered with. .

Kitty liked Max at fivst sight, and was willing
that Clari should like him, too.  She soon guess-
ed how matters stood between them, * The affiir
liad eomimenced so strangely, so thrillingly, that

l
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she wished it might go on, and was inelined o
‘astopt it as somnething providental. There
must be destiny, she reasoned, in sieh a'reet-
ing, nud the starthug things that followed ; and
Kitty waz ready Lo assist destiny in the right Ji
rection. Sl resoived bo bring the honest inown-
taineer under the foil influence of Ctari, whom,
“jn her sisterly fonidpess, she believed no human
maseuline could withstud.

. Bhe smldenly remembered that she had things'

! of impurinnee to tell her mother conceriing tiio
previvus night's adventutes.. She theught it

was 2 good tlme to set np the business of woni-

an on Bier owa responsibiiity,  The * chariving
eat’s-paw” wourld try liee velvet paw in-a differ.
ent way from whab it hal generally been nsed,

They were b that moment walking in the gar-
'den. _&he pniled hee muther by the aleeve, aud’

whispered : .
#1 wtst tallk with vou; mother, Fall back,
and let Ciari o on with that overgrown rustic.”

Mrs, Kinmonth glance} quistly ag her damgh-
ter, to see i her expression wis vight, anc thint'

there was no irony a$ the botton of that re-
mark. The young fice was calm and clear.
8he paused to dally with o rese, und Clari and
Max walked on. . .

o Weoll 2 queried Mra, Kinmouth, « Whatis
it, Ruosa » : '

Her tone swas nob guite patient, and she con-
tinued to look after whe two figares Lok were
maving on, L ) B

% They ook finely " muttarad Kitty.

“ Wi ¥ asked fter mnother, sharply.

“Fhie roges,” said Kitty, lunocentiy,

% Jo you'delivered wae fefter I said bier motl-
er, prescutly, . C . .

S Vs, repiied Kitty; “and wae eowmpli-
wanted vory highiy for my heauty.”

“ Yun shunll not have listened,” gaid Mre,
Kinmoenth, frowning, - :

“ Buw [ was acting for you I returned Kilty.

“ Forme 87 ’ ’

“« For you I

# Explain.” ’

# I was supposed to be my own mother at the
time. [ was Hatterald for you, made love to for
you. T enught bt pretty trick of your eye
very well, I think™ . .

Kitty wus hoth demure and apeh. -

8o yon personated me " said Mrs. Kin-
mouth, gnite startied. .~ . -

“ Tu the bust of my abililies,” anawered Kit-

Tty e had heard of Mis, Kinmouth — the |,

vobel eoluiél bnl.  But sho-~ihat was me—was
much yungee and preltior than. she hnd been
fdeseribed.  The Tult of my loveliness hiad ot
been toid.  I—Mra. Kiitm with—might have fir
daughicrs: bat Le shoull bew to The mother,
anl ask hier eolars to wear an the feld of hattle.
11:‘0“1 !';uul-.v _\‘Il');l Iuiufe a %nque!‘tish toss of the
ead, raihor lile this.”" (Sle gave an imitnti
Wy e o bhie { gave an mul;nbu\m.)

“ Charming little eounterfeit!” exelnimed
Mrs. Kinmouth, I really did not know that
you had avy avk.  But girls cotne onso mpidlys -
thiey are on the stuge of e world befure we
know it, I wouder, my dear, that you staid'io
licar his folly.”  Mrs. Kinmoutl's tace flushed?
a litgie, :

“ Tt wns nob for m.\'s'glf; it was for you. }

“ Well, 1 thank you all the same!" laughed
ber mother,

* What was in that Jetter *’ asked Kitty, ab-
sently. What business have you, my moth-
er, with rebel colonels ¥
* % Hush ! Speak low!” said Mrs. Kinmouth,
'ﬂ‘:iem L% Your impradence tereifies wre. You
showdd know nothing of rebel edionels. - Tl ga
matlery are not for you, We ninst bhave snfety’;
sud to have safely, we must have friénds; and
to be ‘of use, our fricnds nust be puwelf[ul.
Thio Confederate feaders ean probect us.”

“They tiave shown but little disposition o
do go,” replied Kitly, dryly. .

Her molhey was ensbireassed,

“ Wo must plaeate then,” she stammered.

% Not in the way you do it,” sdid Kitty,
gravely. N

« Wit would yon have? Wo must bs kept
from having our the-ats ent 1"

“ Mother, beware I avswered the glrl, slowly
and meaningly. “ You stond on the brink of
an abyes ; the next slep qu_}"pinllge you inta
it Will you take that siep or deaw buck? If
you pausge, thére may be hope for you ; if you
ro oy Fou full—fli from all that is dear and
onvrabie.  Now, molher, whieh ave you going
to do¥? "

Mrs. Kinmouth grow pale; her lips were
white; ' her breithing waz_mementarly sog-
peénded.  She turned npon Kiily ; she took her
1y both shoulders with her hands; she locked
into her fuce sume time Tn silence. .

o It i the mistake of mothers,” she said. ¥
have treated yon as o chibd.  You have grown
n woman before I was aware of 6. The mis-
r?ke was miue, hot yours, So it seems that—
thng—"' .

“Thag I am somewhat aequainted with your
‘way of thinking,"” interposcd Kilty.

“ Possibly, you do ot know the deeper un-
der current of my Lhoughte.” . ’
A new thought oceurrcd to Mrs, Kinmouth,
She pansed and neked, in a low, unsteady tone:
“ Did you réad the letter !

“ 1 did not.”

“You did not P ghe repeated, eyeing Kiliy
sharply. : - .
¢ Mother, I have not spaken a lie, ner acted
one,” she replied, with firmness.

“Ah! I see how it iz! Xven doves have
sharp eyes" .
“You menn that n girl may be young and

innoernt without being a fool,” said Kitty.
“No matter what I mean,” auswered the

+
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Jndy. ufter refleeting # momend, ¥ Tou will
not betrey me.” i .

She ecompressed her lips and tossed Jier
heads ) .
. 51 de not think I would; but people sonie-
Ling betry thcmselves.” ' '

2|
wPrue ; yet E oivn Lo nothing of afl thia.you

have been mayinmg. On the eoutrary, I.deny
cverything, Do not try to eupe wilik ms
ity " .
. W Cape with you? Ol ol I..would help
you ous of this terrible sivantion, if Loould, 1
am- your friend-—=your dauchier, und net your
cengnry, I will not be hroaght intp gitagonisin
sibi you. And
cauge nwl Unien men. Hi 50
than desirey it T will sel no traps.” <
Kitlty spolkc earnvstly. , ller mother had
‘pever sveil ler 8o firm, s fearloss before.  She
ehivered nnd drew lack, like oie who Jooks off
a dizzy heiglt Ste began Lo fud her peril. -
s« Baen, mother,” Kitly went. on, “it w!.il be
too Jale to retrent.  In u dey, it may be ju an
hour, Jun way L lost Lo us all,* .

. v Be'silent?” sail ller mother, ‘warningly.
© Olark aud the monnfsin-man are returning.
“They seem wondrouly frietdly, See, how he
Jooks at Jwer | -Isu't ihiat admiration, Wity &7

« Glari is handsome,” aaid Ky, absently,
“ Yog,” givhied hev mother, ¢ 1feor she is”
This was muemared ratber than spoken. She
“was greatly troubled Ty what Kily Liad said.
She was the vietim of suspense ind fenr.  Thab
“n disaoyery of some kind lad been made. she
wonld hot doubt. But what was it? Tlow
mneh was she gomprenized, and to wimzq':‘._
Bosworth and Clari éame np, and she joined
“them with a emiling eonntenance; bub her
Lien¥t wag beating panfuily, . s
s Will veur fricud with the singhilar name ro-
torn Lo wa teenight?? she nsked, eavclessly,
Larying to Bosworth. n '
WAV biont [ail. He keeps time like & wateh,”
“answered Max. ‘ e
e Reops time Yke o walel,” repéated Mrs.
Kinweuth, " A very goud iden. ‘Lhis Bwing-
Foob teoms to be tho shrewdest of his elsss.
Tso'b hie nn expert in wooderaft
Kitty watched her wother’s face whilo.she
was speaking, Sheé studied it well; its mash.
wns very petfeet—its hypoerisy a thick vail
“that'fow eould penctrate.” The girl wondered if
Monntain Max liad Jéapeed awything cone-rn.
ing her miduight jouruey, op the letfer, from
Eick Whiffles.  She marveled abliis ealmness,
I5e was standing face Lo fuce with the woman
whe hid lefraved him, and ‘knew it; yet his
¢'enr ayra dweit on her mildly. :
W Hew we deceive encli other!” thenght the
pretty littie woman. X .
T T may sy, madam,™ returned Max, in an
vazy manner, “that he has neb his eqnal with
the gan and trap this side of the great Red

I wilk suve lifs rother

[}

River of the Nortl.” As on enowy, the rebels
cannob liavo 8 worde . ”

% He  has éone to us af the !-i'ght;l;imc," ol -

served Clavi.” T lupe he will be able ta lold
the bushwhaekers in check.  We call these
miduight prowlers, Lushwhaekers, Mr.” Bos-
worth. They are not engaged in regilar war-
fare, but dve, in faet, predutory bands of bas-
ditta ) Co
4§ will trust the trapper and lis mountain-
éerg against Uese roblors and assassing, with
petféet canfidenee iu the result,” avswered Bos-
worth. ¢ These en’ do uet wuste' powder

“when Uiy five”
yet, T will hetp the Upion |

& 'Fou are on ihe i'igll't. side, I see,” gaid Mrs.

“Ki[imUl]\ll ﬁ'l‘.ﬂ'uly.‘ . .
- % 1 hope go, madam.  T'm on the side of the
‘Governtuont and Liberty?

Do you intend to tnke arms in the defence
of the Union'?" asked the Indy. guictiy.

_ Bosiworth fcecived & waming glance from
Kitly. He ook the Iint. and gnve a different
reply from what he had jotended. )

i Bueh 'a thought has been in my mind, T
conliss,” he suid; “bug Lshall be guidéd by
renson ahd my ealmest julgment, What should
you ndvise, maudwm ¥

This questidn took Mrs. Kinmouth somewhat

“| off Lier goard ; but she was uob one te be Joug

eimbarrassod.

* Pragisely what you hiave said you ‘woudd be

guided by, she peplicd. 1 eounmend your
woderativon” Many wre histy.  1lagte s not
always capedient.  One ghould think twice be-
fure taking an importaut step.  There are two
sides Lo cvery qaestion.’ o

* And we ‘eannot take both of them," inter-

posed Kitty, . :

Mrs, Kinmeuth tossed her hend and Tanahed,

“What & wise juss! She is becoming a
sage !’ . '

“The young Iady is right,” said Bosworth,
with a smile.
Ltics—its friends and its enemics, Great, indeed,
are our responsibilities. We nre neeountable
Lo all thie future.” : a

Mre. Kivmouth tuened toward Kilty, and
ker ied lips enrled with inereduiity. £he De-
lgved in tae Confaderacy. '

* Do you like Yaukees?” shao asked, with af
feeted good-nature. ’

¥ No,” aid Bosworll, dryly ; © I like Amer-
leang” - - . ’

Mrs. Kinmenth looked servious, and said :

© Let na go to dinner,” o .

Bo they went in, with a'wide, wide di&‘erene?
of thought Lebween thom, i

“The gountry has bug two par-”

ity o

MOUNTAIN MAX; O, NICK

. CLLAPTER XVIL- -
. WeTHE WARNING, :

The day pnssed -on,- Archibald Roe did not.
retarn, Niek Whiffles appeared before sunset,
and spent an hout in various altentions ie his
Lovge, 1t was.observed Ly Kily that e was

- yapliep mneasy, and walked to and fro,-as"if in
. deep Lhoughts ' ‘

“ ¢ scerns fo be expecting some one,” sha
said to lerself, “I wonder where Arehie is!
That Archibald Roe is n strange Youth. It's a
pity that sty crazed him. ¥et ho lins siugn-
far flashes of Jueidity. There nre times when
Bis handsome eyes make me tremblej they
pensteate wy heart ; they look into me.”

. Kitty said this to ler own pretiy selfhoed,

thinking no one hieard her; Lot the fair and |

stately Olari was near enough fo catel every
wurd :

“Repeat what you eaid,” said  Clari, quict‘lly,
Loking ab Niek Whiffles, and' following the di-
rection of hig eyea wikh her own. .

“ This Mr. Swiftfoot seemis to be anxious,”
answered Kitty, not eansternated, but embar-
rassed. .

s 1158 he reason £o be.anxious?” asked Claxi.

s How shonld T know? The guestion is sin-
gular, Glari.” -

+ Where did you go Inst night ¥

Clari spoke resviately yeot kindly.

#3230 you missed me! You had botter not
aak questivns, Guaess ab everyihing and Jetib

ss. B nssured that 16 will not eceur sgain.

bave fearned wisdow. I bad no settled opin-
iong yesterday; to-day, I have. I am for the
Union—fur the Government—for Liberty—for

s~ rSomstitution and the old flag! Ts not that

& long speecl for 4 eal’s-paw to make ¥

“ ALY exelaimed- Clari.. # Something, hias
tonelied you. Bumetbing haz awnkeved you.
You speas as I like to hear you.” Do

* Theless you say nbout ik, the bebter I shall
feel. Thero nre reasons why I den't wish my
actions serutinized. Talls of sometbing eise,
pister Clari.” .

“ There is enough to tallk of, Heaven knowa,”
returned Ciari, * And there are some Lhin%s‘,“
ghe went on, © that must be met: bravely. ek
me ask you one thing, Kibty : Do you thivk
wother khows who yonder man is?” -

. Blie pointed to Niek, who waa standing in the
read, o few pnoes distant. '

1 do.
paeaille.
respended Killy, promptly aud positively.

“Then 1 know very well what will- come of
it added Clari, cmpLatieally. I have noticed
that a singulwr futality followe Union people
who in any muouer gome in eontact with ns,
‘Fhnt mon will be betrayed! Betrny d? Ile
is betrayed alveady, if what you tell me is irne.
Your midnight ride had sowmetiing to do with
i?

he decepticn is ns plain -to ber ne

b 2= S

You ueed ave no donbtabout that,” 5
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“Y haven't a doubt of it,” roplied Kitty,
shivering, © But what can bo doue? Wae con-
not go and inform him that--"" S

'dl‘he_ giv! checked herself, sud her fice grew
red. -

# Names need not be mentioned,” anid Clari;
carnestly, **Go to him and say: *You aro nof .
safe here. Go away at onoe. Save. youraelfl
You can do this,.aud eomnpromise no one.” - )

#] will do i6!" exolnitued Killy, with firms
nesa., * Where is mother? Keep guard over
mpther.” -

The girl wag moving off. - .

“Btay | said Clarl, detaining her, *Is. Qb
not singular about this Mr. Bosworth and Mre.
Kinmouth ' c

Olari -often ealled Ler slep-mother * Mra.
Kinmouti®, .
© 8ho is, golng to please Lim,™ quoth Mis
Kitty. ' . .

“ [ entinot imagine how you misled her aboug
his identity. I hope ¥ou told nothing more
than a white lie? Diut sharp people often take
the hook with avidity. It was the man's good
looks that blinded her. IHad glio not scan him
she would not Linve been so ensily misled, s
handsome face, his dark bair, bis fine eyes, his.
maniy-physique dozzied vur fuscinaling mams
wa” : - .
« Beware, Clari, or she 1l tako him away trom,
you’ ’

With thess warning words, Kitty hurried to-
Nick Whiffica. 8lhe passed hiwy and os sl
passed hiw, she said; L '“

“T want to speak with you Niek Whiffles.
Follow me,” =~ . .

“ 8artain! To.dlbeeznd o the world, if you
asked me to,” replicd Nick, and walked slow)y.
after her. - U

They went along the Bluff Rend a liltle way,
toward the river, not taking any netice of oach
other. e )

“ ¥You hnd better go away from here,” began
Kitty, by-and-by. whean Nick was near enough
ta Liear her. "{ den't think you are safe W%Eh
e,

“Don’t be afeared,” auswered iho. trapper,
with composure. ““I've lived among dithikil-
ties oll ‘my Jife, If you ehould take tie difi-
kiliics away of a suddint, I should be out o' my
elements, nud shouldn’s know what o do.”

Do, ot delitde yourself,” returned Kitty,
enrnestly. . You are fiet Jealing with the sjo-
ple' minded savage now.”” , -

Y Simple minied!” repeated Nick, shaking
LiE hend.. * Nobody is mure cunnin’ nor aa
Ingin, Don talk to me about white folke
down o the Stales!” ! .

# Ag goon as it is dark,” resumed Kitty, ad-
licring ¢losely Lo ier purpose, * go out quictly,
take your horse from the stuble, mount it, tmd

join your miedntawecrs.  Yodr horso's nams i
Bwinglrot—isn'§ it 2" . .
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T allow *tis, little woman."
“Can he go-fas, ¥ - . .
© He enn #wing foot some, I should :gay,™
noth Nick, with pride. * If ha hadu't ‘Leen o
spéeedor, ii'd wever pot that nangF recho
‘ou'd onuht to see him gat thu ground ;
devoursat with them leps o Iis'n, whieli g
make faster'i you enn eount.’ He's & hossy he'
ia? You' wouldn't think' {hat that was: the
reg'lar- old Bugrestion—should yo?  DButb 'tis;
By mighty ! “Tturced bim out to pastur’, yon
gee, for a few years, and he evme up wonder-?
ful. e used 10 be all bone; but the trouble
is now that he's runnin® all té thuskle. Never
seed a quadeapid with so- mach muskle as id's
got at the present speakigh ! Used- to think I'd

- rayther have an anitnle with nothin® but bote 5

bzt noiw I'm jest. ns set tother way; and wan's
tothin® but wuashje.” - - o
* #'Yse all that musele as soun a8 you eau,”
advised Kitty. ) ) -
"4 1 ciln reenpperate Lioss oneaivid, '™ Nick
wént on, fairly lamuehed upon ‘the inspiridg:
topie of higsc-Aesii.  “Don't eare hdw old he-
is; mot a tall.  Jest slip off the saddle and bei-
dle, and turn hHim lovse -ou e perapics, aml
arter A half ndoezen yenrs gpent’porbfitably jng
grozin® Lhe grass, and dreinkin® the eleif waters
that flow Jown from the mountaing, anid it
renow his age. Muave kuowed ‘e to shed’
their tecth and wrow hew ones, by grpeignd I
I've, somclimes wished that.old woman ¢ankl-
Ye furied ont In that way,- and kuotehdd Jup
83'in young gale’r 0 T : AN
w4 I don't .care asnap of my fiuger for old’
horzes or old wowen," sinl Kil.:.‘y,"zm‘paaienuy.‘
# And ns for your slorigs, I shan’t believe all of
Bém. I have heard that you tell whop-
. e A .
% That was a brother o’ nfine,” said Niek,
placidly. Ho wns a lawyer, and that comes' of
avin' a liar in the famdy, Bo You whn't mo

3

" to shedalile—do ye 2

“If .ant means to go away, yes.”

B hanged if Tdo!™  ~
“w You'll be hanged if you don’s 1" eald Kilty,
tostily. .o |
© 4 Not' while I have my senscs, miss, I've

. made up my mind not to go ont of the world
A rifle-ball fs the thing fod |

kiokin® 'at tue nir.
me. ~Give me a rific-ball, gal, right abween $-¢

"eyes, when T gol under,  That's neat and gquigk,

i

dnd 1':)5111‘. in my line. X woulda's thank nobod
to go to boosttn’ wre up Lo a teee.  Tho afrth i
go good n friend that 1 enu’ Jeave it, even Lo
phlécge . the -piisan  =eeession  Confedernlors.

e ilat o' my foot ‘or the flat o my baek

Waf ailers be to motier airth, -0 Lord, yes!
Don't Lring ne ropes M an ol trapper.  Bapes
is for the lighly-eivilized city eritiova, 1
wouldn't Lill & dog with a rape, T wonldn's.
When I rub out an enemy, ivl be with lead or
ptee], no muatter what his erimes be”

WHIFFLES ON THE BORDER,

[ «Will you take Swingfoot and go " persisted

Kitty, C
 No, litile gal,”” answered Wick, in n thovghte
ful munner,” I won't iake Swingfool ard go,
Jo-tight.  But I thank ye fur your forethought
dnd good-will,  Your ecunepl is well meant, and
you haven's anid o word that 1 havn't ap pres
ciated, or ‘that's beer lest fo me. Youre a
brave little wolun, aumd gon ¢hew you nake me
think o’ that strenge Ind Arclie, tvory time 1
lovk ot yeo
CH N P ordtorted Ky, dlaaply. “Helis re
ki<l of n ool He: crerwerked-Lis Lruin, s1d
hig -intellcet basu’t pot gettled yol™

1 ibought i wight e eanient o that kind,”
sid Niek, véfleerively. ® I'veseldim or pever
acen an inlercstin’er Joopatie, - His (3¢5 arelike
your'n, by dvighty ! Ard lds foce s nigh en’t

|| w8 Feir. He knows cnuugh to kap ent o fire

and water—don’l )ig ¥

“Riek looked ot IGUy with- scoming ke esty.
The girls fiee flushed with srpor. -

% Archibald Low, sir, Los sarcrs of Jeeidity,
Hés o sénderfil davorite in cur mi'y. 1 d ot
tive drivelivg dnd pitiul ércature ot yon think
Liitm 2 . ) '

- :Tolh.(?bil’;tikt‘r “Lim glick up eny, do se "

“ﬁ;’ﬁu . (Mui'mﬁl Liny, \(1"3‘ m—.{lly ig(ﬁci’d.
Then Tooking up 1o Nick, e ddsaved thak
thera wos o mischiewovs twinkle in bis cyes.
THer petnlunte pussed ewny in an irktrng: tle
vl storteds Woender andiglad with bar sceret
fint, Btiong enriesity” wns awekoncd, Wiet
‘wag' in NWick Whiffies® Tuart ¥ What waos Fa
domihg to? . Wit did ke know, rd hew did
hie know it?  Blie saitl ta Jerpelf: © This man
is very pencfraliog.
be brasted.  His quictnese is slinovdnees.™

“ I will go Lack ta the bovte now,™ sle eaid.
“ Tdon't ke o be trentéd as nochifd,”
© Nick cunsidercd lier with o Lanovelont emile.

«lave faith in nre, gend ghls Bave faith in
old Niek Whiffles, sl fene nobo Sleep en'm, ga
the innoeent sbouid gleep.  Trovidenee will éare
for thee and for me, for Arelic and for all?

SBtrangely nffeeted- by this intervicw, Kitty
hastened Lack o the honse. :

. CHAPTER XV
T ©THIS ANEWFKD,

Mrs, Kinn‘ﬂmﬂ]i fonbd bherself in o ember-
rasséd pesition.  She eould no lemger trust
Witty, -and she felt very zure that the lotler
winld refuse Lo pecform eny more nrysterions
errandsd,  She wished (o Lear from Ler note to
Binckmer. Bhio  dared not léave ile house to
vigit Lhe ligltow tree, where Lhe answer wastole
feft ; niid yet it was a thiny so delieate, thalshe
aonld not jsteust i te abotbbersz Folly wos nob
to be thought of for sngh aservice, while Eplay-
foot was equally objectionable ne n nicssenger;
for she wislied the hollow trec and iis nees to bo
known Lo Lerself and those legitimately in the

Avelze riunt a1et’ral fuol<is Eey™ ~

Hig gin plieify must not

-
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gaaret, only. Sa Mra. Kinmouth [rew pervous
88 the pight drew on.

She appearved nb Lie tea-iable quile pale, and
with & bad headaehe.  8Bhe bade ler guesis
gool-night, and retired to her ehmber curly,
on adeonut of her jidigposition.

Nick expurienced a froling of relief when
freed fram her watelfulsess; and, indeetd, n
weaight seenwe b Hited from Lhe spirits of ail nb
her departure. No one but Niel, lowever,
misteaste:l why she had that headache.
was very wall assared that she would steal
silently feon the hoase, and go for Alick Hark-
er's anawer. Lo woald bave gone ont, waited
for free apozwance, and watehml Ler to and
fron the tree whisgh lhe Delieved she would
visit, hal she not been a woman, and bad net
his faith in Ave e a2 been unwavering.

Niok was vight in his sarmises, 8 5001 "ag
it wis darkk—ow impasiently she "wiited for
that dueaess! =M, Kumouth pus on an old
dress, wine s il at some past {une, belonged
to the warleolb: of Sally Dowss, and, in this
disguise, weat steildy dowa the bae't-staivs, out
ab the buei-loor, anld thenee, Bhe s shadow,
neross tie opan sheabbery jnto the nearvet
thicket, B4e hil, of erarsg, but a single object
in'view, anl tit was the response tv her be-
trayal of the tall, hin man, whom she bolieved
to by Niwe Waills.  She groped her way
throngh ' Lashes; she weut straight, by a
sore of instingt, to Gie bree.

Bhe puiel s instant fo pather sirength,
then, staspung, theast ler hand inte the holtow.
A figitee rosy upsu Henly and grasped her arm.

he shrieke | with torcor.

“Who nre ye? Wik do you want liere ?”

b A tie Harker 6iat spoke—siie knew lis

volee,

4 Unhand mz, Iheeker! Don’t you know
me?? re waasbrase 1 Mes, Kimaouth, exeitedly,

“I onzin to knsw he voiee, bug g me if
I kuow thie vabsile V" answered Harker, wrafily.
1 aintt gain’ wo stae]l mo bricks, you finow.”

“Lonk ab my lae:!” Sho threw back lher
thickt vail. “i an Mea. Kiomouth., I hLave
eome for Lhe papoer.”

I am damae) if yea didn't deceive me!
Thnougit ‘twas srme interloper that Lad got
boll of var sceret in sowe way. Come to the
postoffisy, en ¥ , ' :

“Yes," 81l Mes. Kinmonth,
Lhold my ik any longee”

“It’s a uice little Dand to hold,” relnrned
arker, laughing  * Idon't keow of any fee
I'd eather see than yours. | We've all rigitt, you
know™ | ’

Mrs. Kinmouth drew back a Tittle ; she did
ntob ke the maaner of the bushwlieker,

¢ I left a4 prper here threc-qanrters of an hour
agn, and weni away.” said Markee: ihen )
thought something wight Lappeu 1o it, and
eame back, aud Lave Geen en the watleh ever

“You need not

He |

51

ginoe to prevent mistakes’ Yle put his Land
bito the free and took out a folded paper.
“1lere's the docament. I ean tell youall that'a
in it, but yeu'd Letler take it, se that it sbhall be
Lefore you fn blaek and white, Between two
and three, people sleep the sonudest; and that'y)
the time fined o, DBut you ean remd it ab yonr
leisure, when yon geb home.” ;

Alies stopped ; bub there was evidently somo-
tlking more tiat he wished to ssiy. ‘

Y How slrange that we slhowid moeb herel
Really, Mrs. Kinnmouth, you are better looking
than Clars,"” ‘

Harker tried to be insinuating ; but to the
rebel Jaly Lis smile was a grimaee, and thg
tender glanee of his ¢ye an ugly leer

g ig no time for jesting, Mr. Harker,”
said Mrs. Ilimwouth, dryly, i

I gwear I'm in caraest I protested Ilnrker.
“You are -more bewitehing than your girls.
I'l) hang Kinwoutis,” Damued if 1 don't!?

He threw bis arm about Mres. Kinmouth's
waist,  She disengaged hersel in an instant.

“Yon nre a fool, Aliek I said she. % You'ws
been drinking whisky, Be tharkiul if 1 don't
report you.”

* Report me!  Yon won't be so eruel” said
the roffian, in a wheedling tone, still continuing
iris advances, .

“Go nud get sober! exelaimed Mrs. Kin-
moubh, angrily, and sleBing him upan  the
moalh with her hand, she tnroed amd g toward
home ns fast a5 sle eonld.  Alick stagyered
afier her o few rteps, ran agninst a tree, stopped,

“put his back agaiast it, swore badty, and seid <

“For that LIl make you sulfer, roy lady!
Il perseente your daughicrs; and f your
lhusbiund don't eome o grief, iWll be througl uo
fauit of mine.”

Meantime, -Niek waited for Arehibald Roe.

(He did vot allow his auxicly to be apparent.

IIe beemne uncomnionly communieative. ifa
talked conlinuously te the girls, ie told
stories of his vucles and aunts; and was never
wore characteristienlly Niek Whiffles, It hap-
pened that jic was dealing with unusual ly bright
people.  The ealm eyes of Clari lovked Lhvordgh
all-his famors, and sy expeetaney and sobiei-
bade beneath the surfuce 3 while Kitty, heing
irepared for -something sut of the ordicary
enurse, was not mweir deecived by Niek's
figotionsness. | <
Mpuntain Max gat near the teapper, and the
young women observed that, within roaoliof bin
right lnd, leaning agninst the wall, wos o licavy
rifle, whiel they bl not seen belore. 'Lley
wonddred where it eame {froun. -
There was na fire an Lhe learth, for the nighta
were warm, A single Tunp Laebedgon the man-
tle, lighting tlie room but dimiy.  ‘There was o
light, gniek faststep without, The latel wus
lifled, aml Arvehie eamo in. Mo entered with
niorg spirit than usual, aud less abstiaction of
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manner. They sll ‘noticed, with surprise—that
i3, the membera of the family—:that he had some
kind of a fire-arm in bis hand. Tt was small, and
peouliar inits make ; and, in the seaveity'of suak
articles, they wondered wheroe the lad pieked up
such a prize. Niek and Max exchanged glances,
Ehére wos, an immediate lighting-up of the
countenance of the former. ’

Kinmouih scarcely neticed the boy; Clari
turned lier syes on him for & moment only ; but
ity watehied bim closely, He had been ab-
#ent since Lhe previous avening—an evening
which they eonld not forget; a time startling
and mewmorable,  Ifis coming eonld not but, pro-
duee ingniry and conjecture. -

L AWT? snid Niek.  “Here's the bug-boy.
What kinds, of insex lave you got mow?
Bring that pop-gun herd and let me look at it.”

“ Who are you ¥ answered Archie, stopping
suddenly, and staring vucanily at tle moun-
laiveer,, * What do you come here for, when
thete's so niany places to go to, and so many
people that know you belter.  Vou want o sce
wy gua. Do you know how to handle puns 2
. Some'at1” suid Niek. “I'n straight from
the woods. That bit o’ iron is mine,”

He pointed a tawny finger at his rifle. It
wag a darl, greasy-looking weapon, with o strap
2t the etoek, with which to sling it across the

_shoulders, . . ,

“Thal’s been fired o good many times, stran-

ger,? anawered Archie. “ Vou can take mine

off. .
Arelibald approached Niel, and held out Lis
little rifle! Nick took if, waighed it in his hand,
noted its enlibre, shook Lis head, and smiled
distrustfully, ,

“Too suall 1 he muttered. # New-fangled-
consarn. Mot fit for aarviee, I ailow. The bar-
rel goes an a hinge. Loads at the wroung eend—
don’t it ¥ : '

“Touch the forward trigger, nndernenth,”
ls{ait‘l Arehic, stealthily pushing Nick with Lis

née. S
Hick gave bim a look of intelligence. He

1 your hand, but ba very eareful, or it will go |

eculd fall into gafer hands.
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and vaeand stare, buf full of light nnd intenkity.
Arehibald Roe had gradunily Decomo to her »
perplexing problem ; a bafiiing study ; o con-
tinual enigra. Wisdem and flly, guiekness and
stuapidity, simplicity and sdroitness, were so
mivgled in Lis ebaracter, that everything: like
analysis, en her part, had baen frosfrated.

Bhe regolved to see the eontents of thab twist-
ed slip of paper. She went direetly to Niek,
and while pretending to look, with gilish curi-
esiby, abthe little rifle, cunningly insinuated her
smail hand inte Nick's, and, before he was aware
of her purpose, drewaway the paper,

“ Dou't be alarmed,” sie 8aid, in a low tone.
I am not going to be kept ja tho dark alweys,
I meantobe in your sceret, whatever itis, You
shall have me for & confidant whether you will
or not.  Tyust me, or Fll stand in your way.”

* Qome, gal, don’t bother mel” answored
Niel, coaxingly, Bbolding lLer gently by the
wrist, ¥ You'll git me into a cussed Tit(le diff-
kilty, fast thing you know.  Give ib up, and 'l
balic_ye into partnership. I will, by mighty {”

<“You may as well let me alone,” porsisted
Kitty, “You ean't get it from me. I'or once,
[ am going to have a will of my own,”

This eouversation was earried on in an aside
tone.

A compromise,” proposed Niek, « I'll read
it fust, and then-”

“ And then you will put it into your poelket!™”
iuterrupted Kitty, very quistly. .

“ Bhe's in nirnest, 1 swear (v gracious I'" muts
tered Nielk, smiking at hor perlinaeity, yet quite
upeasy.

. Arehie watehed her countenance with cager
nierest.

there’s anything in it to read, and givo it back
to nie,” added Niek, submitiing wilh the utmogt
good temper. =1 don't believe, nrter all, it
But youwre a
sharp one, yoube.  Your cyesare quicker’a ay
Inginarrer. Yoeu eonneet cause and effes right
smark.”

Kitty Kinmoutl didn’t “wait for any forther

pulicd the trigger ; the breech rose ap, and the
muzzic wag dopressed, Niel<looked into the
windivg tube, and suw a twisted bit-of paper.
e drew it ouf, coneending it in the palm of his
. hand.  Thig was done dexterously, but the at-
tenlive eves of Kitly had followed his move-
ments, Bhe saw the prolruding fraction of pa-
per, and, she saw him manipulate it juto his
homy palm.  That, to her, meant somueihing.
1f it meant something, the meaning must be
from Avelie o Niek ; and if there were sucl o
raenning, the youth must be more than usumly
lueid. “Amything that concerncd his sanity or
insanity, interesfed her; for she had deteeted
meave eehereney and sense in ltis condnet (Lan
any member of the houschold, She had ofien-
est surprised his eyes upon her, not in 1 fixed

concossion, but keeping her back turned upon

the rest of the company, untwisted the paper, -

and read it 16 was written in a neat and sohol-
arly hand, At the top it said : :

“ (Capy of the Answer Found in the 2ree.)

“* A slreng party will surround the Tonse bstween tha
hours of two aad three. I will sce thut luy men are
Dosted s8¢ that there shall be no possibility of failure,
You are right about its being Nick WhiBfles. It was him
who gaved your worthy husbend from petting o tura ouk
uf Ltho window, last night, and ulso prevented Justice be-
ing done on the body of that feliow calied Mountain ax,
Whode whereabouts you made known to us. 1f we tould
bag Loth these eveaturves at the sams Lime, we shonldh
think ourselves particulnrly fortunate, This Max is g
pupil of Nick's, and i3 u great brawny chap, with
strungth enough for two, and rather decent-logking,
Hes dangevous, and must B¢ got rid of before he has &
chunge to do imischiedi Expect ua ab the time herein

) n;méd,: and don’t ke at all alarmed zt acy disturbance

“Well, gal, bave your own way, Rend it bt autt-bo afeard o the gol; she's in tha ring,

- kept ler out, on account of her feelin's; bub

. one o' these days.”
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0g-may hear in the night. . .

¥ v “ Yonrzé, for the Institutions,
e BLACKMER.

«P, 8,1 came nepr losing a certain note; but re.

mrniug% the cabin, luekily 1-egovereq it, so that ne

harm cane of my carelegsness,  Year kindaess and the

wiute plume are remembered; If [ show the white feath-

er to the Fedgrals, it will not be in the usual matz.?%t:;'

“The young girl having read this, understood
everyti?;ng. g'I.E;he Wholegtruth flashed through
het mind. She perecived the purpert of the
letter she had earried.. She felt ill-msed aud
humiliated. At first she wes angry with her
mother; but bt feeling was of showh continu-
anes ) sorrow came affer it, treading upon its
refreating shadow, -

Hhe handed the wrinkled serap of paper
quictly and sadly to Niek, The Jatter lLad
good ‘eyes ; he glanced compassionately at the
girl, tien slowly mastered the writing, which
was not quite so plain to Jim as the trail of a
Choctaw, He slipped it into his pocket, sny-
ing’: .
i Neover mind, little woman, never mind! It
don’t trouble me an attom. AH these things is
in our lifetime.  Brighten up! A leap o’ good
may come out on’t. You wanbed me to mount
Swingfoot and be off, thinkin’ 1'd be taken on-
awares. Now that wns kind in yé, and marel-
ful, a8 *twere; but you see I weren't onperpared
for g'prises., O Lord, nol”

. During this time, Kinmouth snd Bosworth
. were earnmesily engaged in conversation; bub

Clari was left to amuse herself, which she‘dl'd
by watching Xitty and trying to penetrate this
by-play. Sho thought she perceived that some
seeret matter was beibg cunvissed ; but she
had 8¢ much faith in Ler sister, that she was
sure of knowing all sho ought to, in dua time.

Max left biz Lost and joined $he litile eircle.

“Ive got the details, my boy,” said Niek.

now, and koows as mueh sbout it as ¥ do. Vd
she’s rayther breachy, and in she jumpedl
Nick looked at her so kindly, that ghe began to
love him. He put liis brown hand on her brown-
or curle. *She’s & Unioner, Max, trae Tnion-
er. Ier good mamma will come round right,

“ Don't make me like you ! murmured Kif-
ty, geatefally. I don't want to like anybody.”
““Booner or later, by-and-by, now or then, in
the course o' natur, In the happenin’ of car-

eumstances, there’s one as vou'll come to like; |

and the nape o* that one sball not be berein
- mentioned by me. O Lord! mo. Not what-
somet. Not by no outspoken language o
wmine, although my nat'ral eyes has been on
that individooal, and seen all the treasures of

Guilty or not guilty, Xitty’s eyes drooped.
Mer long lnshes quivered, opened, shut, and her
cheeks fiushed strangely. She did not reslly
seem to now what eaused her perturbation.
Archie had produced from some depository
on his person, o card of recently-stabbed bugs,
that were yet writhing on their respective pias.
Their feeble wings fluttered in the pains of
erncifixion. Hearing Nick go on in this way,
the eard slipped from his fingers, and dropped
at Kitty's feet. .

The ‘mountain-man drew up his shoulders,
and the smile that came to his comical lips
wag a8 plensant as a woman's. :
“What a condemned: world *tis™ he mut-
tered., “There’s diffikilties in't, but the diffi-
kilties git atraightened oit, artera while. There
wasn’t never noblin’ so erooked that it couldn’t
be straightened.  You ean loek through” prov-
idence like the double sights ef s gun, if you-
only know how to Iny your face to's, Deon't lot
nobedy’s heart be troubled.” .

Nick stopped. “Matters are workin',” he
added, modding to Bosworth. *The .bush-
whackers sre comin’ to take us, presently.
Prelinps they’ll have nn easy time on’t, my
sonl'! A
Kitty Kinmouth stood siaring.at the moun-
taineer. She wanted to be angry, but she
didn’t know whom to be angry with, nor what
about; so she gave it up, and pouted,

Max found opportunity to glance from her
to Clari. ‘ ) ‘

“ You don’t act like one as is to be hanged at
thres o’clock,” said Nick, with quiet humer.
“JInstead o’ perparin’ to leave the airth, you
 seem to be fixin' your mind more on’t® Then
to Xitty : * Come, little womnan, take your sis-
ter and leave us, Don’t borrer mo trouble.
Sleep as peacefully as if there weren't s bueh-
whaeker within & hundred miles.”

“We'll go,” answered Kitty, *but not to
sleep. We won't sleep while our defenders
wateh, Clari is brave. You ean trust Clari
and I. She shall know all. I hope you won't
allow yowrselves to be taken. I'm sure you
won’t,” Keep as much from him"—sghe glariced
at her futher—*as you consistently con. I
don’t want bhim to Dbe shocked ; beenuse her
eyes may be opened, you know, and ghe may,
when she seos clearer, regret all this.” .

«My friend undorstands you,” said Max.
“Though brave as a lion, e has a heart like &
woman.” . L

Kitty bowed gratefully, and, in turning, met.
the eyes of Archibald Roe. Bhe never had
seen them so bright and handseme. They gave
her a strange thrill—n sensation divided be-
tween plensure and pain.

"The girls left the room together, aud the eyes
of two persons followed them with adoration.

bis love for sn:mabod_g; which somebody may
be a thousand miles from here, for anything I
shall gay to the eontravy.”

| —
- [
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CHAPTER XIX, |
HOW 40 SiVE IIM.

Mrs. Kinmouth weaclicd home in a state of
‘trepidation.  She was oreathing horriedly when
alie opened the door and went up to tho ¢lmn-
ber. Sally Dowse was somowhat on the move
tlat nighs, rud Mes, Kinmouth ran against her
i the.dark npper hall.

“ Who iz is?" eried. Sally, holding her fast,
“1v's Dinah, or Roze, or Folly, T'il be Lound !
I won’t have no soit walkin' in this house. Go-
in' to Fuur mis'ress' room, wasn't ¥u, to stoal
seniething?  Down stairs, you baggage, or I'l
aall your masler

“ 16 is e, Sally! Let me po.” sail Mrs.
Kinmonth, much annoyed, * You know bester.”

“Beg your pavdon, maam!” muttered Sal..

.MOUN'I‘AIN MAX; O&, NICK WHIFFLES ON THE BORDEMK.

an iuhabitant of the Western wiiderness, 1 am .
vob without sensibility.  Yeur lipe, I am sure,
ordilinrily lave powee to_control mae; Lub of
you will allow ma the hospitality of your house,
T will rewmain, It you bid ute furth, 1 will wrap
me in my blanket, sud sleep soundly under the
nearest Lreo.” . :

e spohe modestly snd gently, bub Lie looked
in earnest. .

@ Under the nearest tree you will be but li-
tle sufer thon Lere. I am nob going Lo turn You
vat of dovrs,” returned Mrs. inmnoath, with »
bewitehing smile. * I ani iutercsied in tho pres-
crvation of your life,? she weub on. « Wo alk
Lave vur ieculiar notiens and sywputhics, Mr.

swortl,” .
I';UF‘U:O the life of him, Max could notlielp think-

Y They are too good friends to lie parted,” ghe «
said, by-and-by; ' so PIl not Licubly myself
abouat then.  Leg themgo to Lhe tender mereics
of Alick Itarker. Taere! "That seliies Lhat '

.Slw thruest her fock into some embroidere]
slippers, sinoothed Loy Lnir, touk up i boolk, and
drow an easy-chair to the tablo. Sho was going
to vread, and fozgut M Boswort, . er eyes
rested on the open pages about five 1inates,
with some steadiness ; then they beyan to wau-
der; and fivally pansed on the nireor opposite,
in whieh her whole person was reffeelod.  She
lovked wall.  8le way charwing, and she could
G mot help having o conseronsness of fier ewn abe

tractions. Bhe was more {aseinating” in that
simple costnme than she lind been ihat day,
She wondered what Max wonll thisk of her

irl 1 M
%1 want you to go down, girl, and tel
Haawurth—tyhc large mun—Lttat I wish to see
hint o few minotes. Conduet him to my chawm-
b ‘l."' r N -
“’“Juhil Browns Dbody " cxelalned Folly,
maling a comienl faces ~Mra. Kimneuth Lturned
' ou her sternly. R
S Tell himywhnt. T lave told you in a fow
voige, amd without silraeting anybody's atten-
sinn,  Don't Liunder, unless you want a whip-
Pitg fa-1Orrew. :
" Fally started off instantly. She ]'r.rtuscrl at:
the top of the sbaivs, alml, losking baek a§ Ler
eusphatic mistress, said - .
! Lays moulderin’ iu the grave!  Glory, hal-
ledujalel”

Iy. “"You took me by'sm'pt‘isc, a8 ‘twere, fur I
couldn’t hene yo any moere than if o moase was
comin’; and the clothes Fouw've got on dou't
feel dilee then yon usually wears, 3hall Tetrike
a light, mwam ¥

. EHNol” answered Mrs, Hinmouth, eurily.

" 4L wautk wo assistange,  Wien You walk about
bie house ab night, I think it weuld bo well to
eatzy a light, that yeu way net ren against peo-
pe. I disiike o De pushed,”

Tha luly felt Ler way info her room, in no ijcn\nu:s of Kitty, Siretrembled at t]

pleasant frame of mind, She slhut the door
und sat down 4o rest before Grling off Lier dis-
guize. . When she sl grown calm, ghe draw
the paper from her bosom, struek a light, and
road it.  She changed coior when she eame to
thab part which bad reference to Mountain Mnx.
“8o that plan failed I sho mutiered. « Bat
why have ihey deecived ma about it Ilep
eycs hurried on; she read the lines that foliow-
ed. %' A great, brawny fellow I" 7 ghe repreat.
‘ed, guite stariled. <A great, brawn fullow,
and decent Jooking!”  If this Binckmer ne.
finowledges that ko is decont looking, he must
be Landseme 3 and if Ye is handsome, the man
they eall Bosworll is the person, and I lnve
been tricked.  Why wisit? Beeanse they dis-
tocbed me, I they disburbed e, that distrust,
feama from some canse, Perhaps my absence
mado them suspicious. At all events, I have
Leen hoodwinked. My monntaia Apolle is the
man I betrayed I”
Bhe erashed the paper in her hand, and, for a
fow monieuts, was overgome by the discovery
- she had made.
“Tt is the firat time they ever deceived me
effectml]_y." she said, in & smotiored Yoics ;
but I have deecived them many times, and will
sgain!  The question is, shall Taave him, or lot
liim perish wich thie othier? 1A pupil of Niak's',
she went on, slill quoting. ¥ Firm feiends, of

were he to see hor (hon ? :
Lhe boolk dropped from her hand into lier Tap,
and slowly slipped o the earpet.  Bhe was bee
ginning to suifer., She Jovked into her hoart,
unil snw tlink the brawny mountaineey had taken
& deep hod of ler faelings,  She wae nstenishod
b hor own weakness, ~ She pread, with pale
eheoks npd pent-up breath, the new and slrange
hand-writing. It was arevelation she lind never
saticipated.” Sle was jealous of Ciari : sho was
5 1¢ thotigh
of Whal wight happen. She was shocked: to
think she Iuud betrayed bim ! Deatly, after all,
i3 mo light thing, She reversed her daeision ;
she would save Max. Bot how was she to do
that, nnd lvave Nick to his fate ? .
She thought of a seore of expedionts, none of |
which proved practieable ou cxamingtion, 14
was easier £o save both than one.  T3ut that was
not the object to bo compassed.  She instinet-
ively felt el Nick was lior enemy.  They bad
maturally and instastly arrayed themselves in
persenal antagonism. ) ‘
- After three quarters of an Liour of mental con-
tradiction, Mrs. Kinmouth resolved what she
would do. She wrose, opened the Jopr—amg ™ - -4
lvoked for Follyy  She found her asleep in the .
badl 3 for siwe honnted that region at night, that
she might Le within cali. Byh eeullinon ¢olgent,
this girl bad beeome comrman property.  Sho
waked her, by dint of much pushiog and ghak.
g, ’
% Glovy, missas ! said Tolly, rubbing her -
eyes. : .
< “ Geb up, and bo sure that vou are awake 1"
replied Mrs, Kinmouth, qeictly.  Tally gt up
drowsily, vawning Lo (he lust slh zos of Leaviness.,
"4 You know whom you.are, and where yeu
are—don't you?” askél Mes Einmouth, The
latter had discreetly taken hor riding-switeh in

course.  One will not desert, the other, S hab
yenn L do® i ) -

-Bhe arose, atid removed hor diszuise, and Ehrow
il into o dark elosest. She put onn wrapper,
thinking intently all the while.

her hand, and, by way of guickening her gonsa~
Lons, gave her & suuwet blow across hov laro
8l ebdors. X
"My soul’s marchin’ on, mjssrs I protestod
Folly, Lub litile disconntenansed by tuis sharp
rertuder. -

et TRAT YR hava n vatural fove of life?

Tie lady raised lior switel, and the blnck. face
disnppearsid. - Mrs, Kinmonuth waited near the
stairs till she heard a man's fouisteps in the '“,l“
below ; then retired Lo I;{'r room, nnid arranged

Y ery preltily in her casy-ehair,
!llhxallxin‘:ryfﬁ[rm stujb eame up, and the form of
Bosworth presently davkencd her doorn -}%u
bowed, and lovked #b ler.  His exprassion Wi :

“ Madam, you have scnt‘ for me. What do

nowish 27
yu&on;]li..in,Mr. Bogworth. Ixease me for send-
ing for you. Be seated, sire 1 would not !].!.ljilf.!
woubled you had not my reasons lsec'z,n speeial,
[ voesive few visitors in my chnmbgr.

“ No apologics to me, madam,” responlf:d
Mux. * A wowman's wishes I have always re-

aated " ) _
¥ Plicro, wns ntonoh of severity, the lady
tlasaght, i his voice. } "

“We had belber come ab the Lruth at onse,
“ghe said, ¢ 1 am awaro that you are the person
pursuad by the Sceessivnists kgt niglit. For

. dume veason, my family lried to mislead ne
aboub votir ideatity; bus I am a wowan noj
willing to romain deceiveds I take it for grante

ealmly.
Thoy were like Clari's, bub viere flery.
! {t‘:’}r{uu ars right,” auswared Masx, thrilled by

She lifted ler eyes Lo his guietly nad

ihe bonuty of tlte wowman., 1 wish to live n

e
long time,

He was fhinking of Clari when ho snid“t'.lmt.
T In that ease,” veplied Mrs. Kinmouth, ¢ you
wiil leave this house without loss of time. Be-
ing a stranger in this ‘p:u-i; of the eountry, you
probably do nat know the elarneter of the des-
serndoes eallot bughwhackers. They tried to
}(ill you last nixht, and failing in that, they will
retuin with additional numbers, and n_cuo\_nphsh

f their purpose,  Your safely lies in instant

< flight? S
Towq ought to thank you for geur warateg,
safil Max, consideralyly wrougit npon by the
gracefnlness of Mrs. Jinmonih.

60 ask vou any guestiona about thee sonres of

“ [ aygeht not

ing of her belrayal of him to Alick 1larker.
'g:Om- netiong s‘?::mél.imes alatgz,” ke vbsoeved,

smiling.

¢« Most truel’ answered he lady, celoring.
“We aro often iransformed. 1 eonfess to &
persotally. Wil yon not oblige me? Will
you awob leave :his i‘;:’)usu aL onee:  Or, nt
jeast, within the honr? _
. « Far the purpose of eafety, no I paid AMax.
# T will nob desert o cotrade, though a score of
bushwhackers were nt my heels.” '
« Remember,” reswmed Mes. Kinmontly earn-
estly, = that the (ol wan below ds not ln dane
ge‘t‘.Are you sure of that?" nsked Boswarth,
tooking keenly at Mrs, Kiymouth. The latter
was disconcerted.
“I6 was you thoy songht yesterday. and
thev will seck vou again to-night. OF whab
politieal importanee is the person below? Of
none, whalever. He seems lo t‘xe & simple
Lunter, not above the average of human ¢a-
pacity. The Confederates want little of him.
Let bim sleep in peace; but go you to a place
of sceurity, it you kunow of el;ch.’-‘

“No 1 gaid Max, shaking Lis head.

“1 entreat you to gol” .

Her voiee was fall of persunsive earnestness,

# Pardon, me, madar, but I musé remain,”
apawered Max, scriously.  “If the bushwhael-
ots intend (o visit this honse to-night, I mean .
to be liete to dafend it. I know lww to receive
sueh gentry. I was belrayed into their lmm'ie
Ingt night, and had i6 pot Leen for yourlherm: .
and Beantifol danghter, I should have perished.

Ms. Kinmoutls’s heart throbbud painfully.
Despite her secession faith, she folt giilly and
criminal before Bosworih, 1lis compoded and
honest Tnce was o forvible robuke of Ler treach»
ery.” Sho lLegan te feel miserable. Iler self-
respeat was every mourent growing lesa, She

i

She falt thnt thers hind beon a
Some of her
She asked °

ing around Jier.
leak somwewlhere in her plans.
seercts had. mysteriously eseaped,

onr informatign.. 1 am )
his mark of your friomdly interest

on{ly 1 ol 1 d
o ”m‘rfiluuju‘_;‘!}i herself why she fuwardly srem!led before his :

was in h neh, tha meshea of which were tighten- - v
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mountaineer, What has his presence Lrought
to affeet her so much? Something snid to
her,“ You love him"”; but she ired not to
. henr it, s
“ Can ne persoasion shake
sbe asked, i a gentle tone.
“Yours. T am sore would, if. it were pos-
- sible” replisd Max, gallantiy,
- Give mo no hollow worda I retorted Mrs.
" Kinmouth, arising.  “ Give me nok moekerics
in retarn for the wish to preserve you. Tbis
possililo that wé ave politien] enemies; but {
did wish te save yot.  Yon ars ohstinate.
Yau repay my kindness will dogyed firmness ;
which 18 50t the proper ‘eoin for a lady. I
liave dume my duty. Qo siv, and remember,
wihien it is too late, that Helen Kiemoush would
have suved you” -
Y What was & critical moneent fur Mountain
K for, aa shie atood befure him, she looked
nors Jike Glari Jthan ever.  Ier graeeful dig-
nity, too, plensed hiar; and, niove than all, e
was fiattered, as he -lond good reason té be.
Whea a man feels fluttered, hé is hall won.

3
your reselution ™

Had it siot been for the thought of Clart, Bos- |-

worth would have fullen ut hor foet. The im-
age of Clari steppad between tlem, and that
imnze was o shield. Tlie stalwart figure of
Mux experienced o momentary tremor. His
parpess bent like o willow-wand in the wind.
The plorions eyes of Helea Kmmouth magnat-

- dzed him dangerously.

He stepped back. 1T hruslied his hand aeross
his fuvehend, nud its shadow, passing over Lis

s visian, shot ont for an instuat, the beantiful wom-
- un, and-his vesolution sprang baek again. | e
+took her lawd without dnving to leok.in ber
s faee.

* Your st bidding, mndam, shalt be obeyed,”
ke sgid. ~f will go from this chamber, bat

snot an ongrateful nor an unfattered man. T
own yoar power ; and were it not for one regols
deations, and far one fage, I would elreerfully
obuy yoite slighest wish,and deem myself happy
.du bieing your slave,” :
¢ He felt her hand tremble in his, and he re-
lisquished it with nervous haste,

7o wlaw giad te leave Fou,” he continued ; ¢ for

I would not trust wyeelf & moment louger in
Your presenee; with any thiought or expectabion

et Keeping the purposs which I have formed,
und whieh you wish to shange. Womau never
wrnug sueh) a confession from me before.”

"t Mrs. Kinmouth's faee lighted nop resplendent.-
Ay, Adeep thritl of pleasure went quivering
throygh ber  She Lad half. conguered the
Saighty man of Lhe mountaius. e was nearly
gl-pwi;- Lo take the onbiv of eternal allieganee,

U s Phat recollestion and that fuce P she mue-
mured, softly, tonching him with the tip of a
white fluger. ’ -

Max hreathed bhard, sod gligeed nround,
hopalessly, for the deor, ’

T o g

T
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I «“Why do you-press me?” he exclaimed,
| trembling.  * Both ave no$ far from us! Both
remind me of you!” - 3

¢ [t nst be Kitky,” thought Mre. Xinmouth,
i Ritty looks like e, Clari has no right to
look Ifke me.™

“ Hiider this roof” she paid, faintly,

Max bowed.
ancountered anotler Janger—Mrd. Kinmough's
small slippered.-fuot.  Bosworth slut his \eyea,
turped, and groped fur the deoer. I[is strong
limla sheol, He heard a sigh and 2 sob as he
went ont. '

He did not look buek. ITe lurried down
stairs and out fnto the night-aiv, panting and
nervous,

‘They eonversed in low voices ; then Nick went
away, and was gone ball an hour. Whed he
retured, his eountenstice wore is usual serenity
of expression, C

CITAPTER XX,
A VISITUR IN DISGUIBFE. ’
When the mountaiueers ve-entered the Louse,
Niek extiugnished the single lamp that Lurned
on the mautel. They bolted the door, then Iny
down quietly upon tie floor. with their weapons
within reach.

ing thoughts of the day, snd trusting to the
brave men who hud so tacitly teken chiarge of
his dwelling, was soon agleep.” With the exeep-
tion of the servants, he was the only one who
slept well that night. The Ilouse on the Bluff
hmll watehful inmates. . o

Clari and Kitty set with clnsped hands, listen-
ing to every sound, thinking the night terribly
long. If either dozed an indtant, she started ap,
thinking it must be two o'eluek; but ou con-
sulting Clari's wateh,
dragged leavily.

was, for a time, quite digturbed.  Fler interview
with him bad inercased her love fur him witi-
out accomplithing lher purpose. ~There was
satisfaction, howewer, in knowing that she had’
deeply moved, if she'had not eotqquercd him.
She solaced herself with the refleetion that the
stzong man hand beeoroe wenk in hor hands, and
hnd fled from fear of limsclf. Wag it n hope-
less thing? She thought not. Bub that  rec.
olleetion™ ind that  face” haunted her. I these
meant her Kitky, whint eonld she do? If they
meant Clari, she knew what she wonld do. Sie
would he ertful,
the girl, but beenuse her infatnation hurried
her on. ' :

Iu the midst of this flurry of thought, there

pnod ukeertain swmmons, but & vigorous snd eon-
“tinaous demand for enteance. She opened the

» .

>

He losked down silently, and .

Nick Whiffles eame out presenfly, and found -
him walking aboat in an abstracied manner. .

Kinmenth oceupied a small roorn .
on tiie sume floor ; and, wearicd by tlhe distract-

found thut lie-dreps:

Mrs. Kinmouth, when left alone by anw‘orth,-

Not that she wished to harm

jwas a knoeking at the onter daor ; not & timid -

-

el }“"""Tmﬁx’ ifie the same chap, neither,” seid the man

“Bume one cateqin, and the door was shub and
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door, which she had purposely 1ot ajar. and
erossing the narrow hall, leanad over the banis.
ter to lebrn what wounld fellow. Where were
tlroee men—DBosworkh, Niek, aud herhusband ?
Were they watehing below, or tiad they gone to
hed ?  Siie hial wialied to know this daring the
whole evening, Tub that indisposition of hers
had worked against ber desives: for lier worthy
Kinmontlh shonld believe her in bed, with Kitky
beside her, nind wit uapkins to her aching head,
aud all the little medieal ncecompaniments of
sueh an illness,

She queried whether tlie person who knoeked
wonld be ndmitted, with or without questioning.
Slie was surprised to see the bolt slip back, and
the door open, without a word bemg spoken.
That, she was sure, was unlike Iimmoeath.
Ther: wrs a large interrogation-point in her
mizd, DM this ready epening of the door in-
dieate a want of wif, or a great deal of it¥

tolted befure anything was sald. Then she
heard Niek Whiifles say : . ) .
& Ravther durk lieve, mister. Don't run agin
t'.hings:,”bnt Lkeap still, and Tl have a Jight in o
minute. Glad I hadw'tgene to bed. Nofriend
1o feather-beds, T ain't.  Prefar to sleep on the
floor, anytime, or on the ground, for that mat-
ter.  And vobon the ground, nyther, but on
the boughs of Lrees, it we can git Jem.” )

A facble light streamed up, followed by n sui-
shnrons, odor, Nick had strack a matel and
Eigh{‘el] the laap.

“Ilow are ye, Kinmouth?” said the person
who had entered. “It's a long time sinee I
suen yo.'’ . -

1 allow ’tis! Shoeuldn't known
hadn't seen ve,
reaponged Niel, with perfecp'nonehnmnce:
© o Thu's vdd! Used to go to school with ye
when yo's a boy. Noj hold en! You don't

who Jiad entored, drmbtfltﬂ%(.

“ No more I ain’t. Take a seaf, atranger.
I'm doin' the houors herd at the present speal-
i’ Yow're weledme, fur a5 I'm sonsarned.”

“Thank . ye 1" said the late visitor. ¢ Dou't
keor if T do” -

There was another deor ajar besides Mrs, Kin-
mouth's, and there weve other ears that lHsten-
el. Kitty was on the alert, She knew the
volee at once ; it was Blackmer's, disguised as
it was, it did not deceive lior. A new interest
wag inmediately thrown -aboot the stranger.
She flitled; with light footfall, to the top of the
stnirs, and wag not mueh swurprised to find her
mother there, They glanced at eash other, and
sgald nothing,  Theve was bnt fittle light in the
hall, and that dlreamed thromgh Mrs. Kin-
mouth's door, or flickered up fainlly from be-
low,

ye if T
Darned tf 1 know ye as 'tis "

4

room, eat down,

“Where are you from 7" asked Niele.

*Well, stranger, I'm from the dificrent plints
o’ the eompass,” roplied the man, readily, “ I
don’t matter mueh whar I ¢otoe from, T guess, if
P'm all right.  T'm tryin® to rally the bays, heve-
honte.” i -

“You're Union, T allow?” said Niek, eyelng®
the disguised rebet sharply, : ‘
“If I be, T ain’s ashiamed on’t.  Tknow whar
to goy I do, and what kind ¢ folks to come
amongst. - Kinmouth ain't no traitor, he nin’s,
If-you know what he is, you know what [ be,

pooty mueh.  Don't be skeered, misler.,”

Kijty, listening with Ler wothier, heard this,
and said, inwardly ;- : )

“Let me sce I you will deceive Niek Whif
fies, gallant colonel ™

“Tl try and be ea'm!™ gaid Niek, “I'm
rayther n skittish animile. T sometimes shy,
like a yearlin® perarie eolt. Be moderate,
stranger.  'What do you mostt giner’ly come to
dinner by 9 :

<« Bh ¥ quoried the aolonel, quite mystifiar,
at first, but what was meant presently worked
into his wise noddfe, . -

“Oly I ges! Bart Bramble, my name js.
You've heerd of Lim, if yeu've been long in -
thiese parls” .

“Tart Dramble, That's the application, is
it? T have heerd o Lim, and not much good of
L, nyther, They say he's a p'isen Lincoln
adjutator.” v )

Kitty smiled.
they were coming at,

“I'm a Federal hoss I gaid Blackmer, bellig-
erently. “I'm a Union alligntor frem the
Swamps! Do-yeu want to be chawed, stran-
yor ¥ ;
£ Blackmer looked very grimly at Niek, who
received his glumness with claracteristie indif-
ference. T

“I'ni a plison sarpent!” he eaid, in o mild
voice. 1w a Hecession eopperbead from the
erpress brakes! Don’t tread ou me, Fed'ral!
Lain’t quarcelsume, but am rayther squeantdsh
"bout havin® 1wy head broosed.”

Iitty sloull have seen the men gerutiniza -
ench otlier, bnt she was obliged o be content
with the sense of hearicg. !

The fietitions Dramble was diseoncerted.
Here wus a difference that he had not ealenlated
upon, Ife bad thought that te bo a savage
Unionist would be the highway to the hearvts of
theze people, : . R

Max, with closed ovos, henrd what was
ing, hut gave no sign of walkefulness. )

“ You let me alone, and I'll lot you alone,”
said Blackmer, softening. “T ain't goin’ te
tackle & man that's perteeted by Kinmouth.
I'm some ip & tussel, but I don't spring on no-

Mra Kinmouth wum,lcmﬁ what

pnss- ‘

The man, affer glanaing et the quiet figure of

Mux ‘on the floor, and into the eorners of the

Lody without hakin® my rattles.”
WThat's kind aud\ megnenimous ! Would
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soureely thonght that of a Fed'ral hoss!  Don't
-kiek “thout tayin’ down yeur enrs, I 8'pose ¥
Nick was very guieh itdeed,  He had obsery-
ed his visibor weil  His tatdered garnients, and
dirty face, and red wiz, dil not prove invalners
able. e hiad peneteated his disguise in Lwo
minutes after he haad Belited the lamp, He know
the man was an bnpostor,  1lis name and rank
. e bad ne means of knowing, but he was eertain

- that hie eame for ae fricndly purpose.

Fust then Arveiibald Roe sppenred,  Hesecm-
ed to cote from some dnrk eorner of the room,
The visi er was a Jittle stavtled at fivgs, but af-
ter sludying his foatares for a moment, censed
to notice him.

Archic walked te and fro, talking to himself. |-

Niek stealthily followed him with Lis eyes, Ilis
muéterings were ineoherent, and e made mean-
inglese gestnres.  lle passed before and Lehind
Nick, and finally vp and down between Black-
mer and the deor. This eontifined for gome
time, and Niek talked to the stranger

“Many Unioners in this decsdriet ?’ he in-

- quired, with muel simplicity.

“Heaps of "em ! gaid Binckmer, not pleased
with the part Niek was playing. “ We'll clean
out the whale rebel easarn, soon,” 4

“ Alick liarkdr and his bushwhackers Il have
a ward to gay “bout that,” returted Nick.

Al thnk instant, Arelie paused bebind the
vigifor. 1fe held np a broad strip of paper, on
which was weitten, in large lotters: * Colonel
Blackmer.”  Nick read it, nodded slightly, and
the writing disappeared,  Che youth resumed
his walking and his ninttoring, and the meun-
taineor hal pow hissabuls énemy aban advan-
tage.”

< Whar's the women-folks #” asked Blackmer,
by-and-by, lis aadacity ineressiug.

* Whar Donest folle ought to be, I rayther
magiue,” answorad Niek. * But we'll eall "om
right out o Led if Sgquire Braable wants to sce
fem | . T don’t think they eouldn,t refuse notuin’
to o Lincoln Fed'ral, O Lord, no®

“1 dunt like your tone, mister I’ muttercd
Blackmer, seowling, .

“Which on ‘em il yon have? The old lady
or the gals® | .

Kitty gontly elbowed her mother.  @lari;
too, was now ameng the ligtoners; but Kitty
enly, of the three, lield the key of the mysicry.

“Mra, Kintiouth is the one’ I must see,” nn-
swered Blackmar, keeping up hiz nssumed
charaeter wonderfully well. «T'0 thank ye to
be a trifle more rospeetful, stranger, particklazly
when epeakin’ of your betters, and females at
that.  Psbrang up to be polite, mister,”

o MIF yauw Ladu't tobl me. T wonllu't believed
it! Come io eritikise you ngin, you do look
like a weil-beed evitter, by mighty] Theve was
a perlite duss in our funily, and he was hung,

+finally,” No offence, stranger,  Thal's 1o sign
yow'll be hung.  Ne hurs’in mentionin’ the
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fact, you know, Do they raise mach hemp in
these parts ¥

There was a prevoking expression on Niel’s

faec,

“ They raisd a poed many o ihese lers
things " éxelaimed Blaekmer, palling n revelver
feonr bis ragged eoaty and leering ficreely af
Nigk. *There's lienps o' Bhwse jukers, my

Lrown enpperlicad, atween here and the North:

pole”  Then to Archie: “ Yonogster, go and
teli Mrs. Kizmounth that a gentleman wants to
see lier” '

Avehibald walked up to the digguised colonel
with a slow stuge step, and Yavored Lum with a
steady sture.

“Well, thai’s interestin'!” said the wily Con.

federnte, stiekiip grimly to  his eharacter. .

*“Cuome, foul, will you go? Do yen see this
eritter #

lifting Lis feet very high, without withdrawing
his eyes or ahanginyg esuntenance.

“Cenfounded “solemn  owi!”
evlonel, puiting the pistol in lis poeket,
« Damned if sieh eyes ns then don't skeer mel
Fell into a den o' nat'rals, T guess.” Then to
Niek: * Come, you Seeession copperhead ! you
tald, gaunt, thing lathy, yeller sedesh snake !
Ain’t you goin’ to offer a feller-critlor some'at
to drink? I'm drier nor the Red Sea was, when
DTharol aud Lis Hebrews weng vver on dry
lamt.”

“You're quite a sensible Lincelner, by gra-
cious! Thought the Fed'rals nover insied
nothin® stronger ner water. Here's some’at in

my eanteen that’ll work down intu the holler of |

your legs, if you'll pub yourlips Lo it in airnest.
1 dou't give it to you beeause I Jove ye; buk
I'd give it to an cnemy on the field, by mighty,
if 1 found him wounded and thirsty, faintin’,
moanin’, and groanin® on the ‘red ground.

Enuwity. should eease, in every brivvé ~breilsE, ~

with’ wounds, and pain, and helplessness.’
'fhe man of the gun and trap spoke seriovsly.
His veice was subdued yeb enrnest. o pnssed
his eanteen fo the man whoe hud come to betray
Lim, It wos nob an empty vessel. The Cone
foderate, gaged its contents by its weight, for
it was heavy in his hand. He held ik, looking
questioningly st the mountaincer.

**Tisu’t plisoned,” quoth Nick, in an injured
tone, slightly frewning, ©Sich o thought is
beneatl a Root Digger Ingin.”

Iwpressed -by something in Nick Whiffles’
veice, Blackmer unscrewed the top from the
eanteen, and withwut & word, drank deeply.

Niek received it from him when lie had finished -

his licavy draught, and followed his example.

Y No nnderhunded business for me ! mut-
tered Nigk. “I'll meet my foo fiivly and
squarely, and face to face.” Il that draws a
bead fuss through the sights Is the inekivst fel-

ler; and God help 'tother. That’s nmy style,

The man slicok his pistui a6 Archie,”
who began to go backward teward the door,”

muttered the

" heaudy of ity own,
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and if you don’t like it, stranger, you must go
further and fare worse,” .

Blackmer was silent o fow moements., He
looked at Niok pretéy thorounghly. :

“That jsn't so bad ns it might be,"” he an-
swered, slowly, and with contusion, * There's
a good denl in that, Ly 2 He let of o
streng word.,  “ You're more of a-trump nor I
thousht you was. I wish you'd played a better
hamd, Lo begin with, for [eiend or foe, You hold
some of the best cards.”

"~ The donghty colencl looked up, nnd saw a
Indy ontering the rovm. ‘
CITAPTER XXI.
KITTY 1148 A POOR MEMORY.

The'lady whe eune in, had o shapely figure,
a graceful cariinge, n hawndsome face; bLub sbe
was totally uvnkuown Lo Blackmer. Impelled
by natural politeness, he arvee and bowed., 1t
was a more courtly bow than lie should have

iven in Lis choracser of Bart Bramble, After
1o had thus wekuuwledged her presence, he
looked at ler, quite ab Tl X

“ Where 15 the gentleman ®ho wished to sce
me 2 ghe asked, by no means faverably im-

tessed Ly the shabby appearance of the person
wtore hor, .

“ At your serviee,” said the eolorel, with
anether genuilexion of the body, and heartily
wisling Nivk Whifles at tho other end of the
Confederacy. {

# 1 don't quite remember you, sir ¥ said Mrs,

~ Kinmonti.

“¥ axes yewr parding, ma'am, but I never
had the pleasure of seain® you afore.”

“Who' sent for me 2"

Mrs. Kinmouth addressed this guestion to
Nicl with 2 loss of the hend. ~ '

Nick pointed to his new nequaictanee, and
gaid, briefly : :

“impr .

i Tiielx‘e's 1 mistnke,” stammered the eclonel,
as tho eyes’ of the lady flashed on him con-
temptuensly. [ wanied to see Mrs. Kinmouth.”

w1 am Mes Hinmouth,” she said.

*Yon?" exclrimed Blackmer,

% No other,” -added Mre, Kinmouth, s

Tha gallant eolonel was eonfounded. His
eyes raa over 'the shapely figure agnin, and
dwolt partienlarly oen the comely ~features.
There was eorainly, in his view, a strong ve-

semblance to Mra. Kinmouth; but there was a|-

diserepaney somewlere. Ilis Mrs, Kinmouth
wad withont donbt youuger than this one. She
was preftier, too; for youth has a strange
1fo did not eare to dispute
bar, neither diid le desire to believe her. But
there was the ilentienl toss of the head. That
" he vemamhered withous effert.  Perhaps it was
the' hat that had mnde her look youuger and
o ¢harm ng. Fhe soft waeonlight, alse,

thonght, wos less mnsieal than on (Lat oceasion,
16 didn’s ripple ns it Jid then.

Whas conld he do? Nick Whiffles was in
the way. ke sat sher, Bistening nud watehing,
The amorous colevel was disappoitted oad em-
bargasssed,  He winked aml blinked at Mrs.
Kinmonth, loping that she wonll, in some
manner, reeall his fenlures; bul these signals,
added to his dirty face, Latlered eoat, and ved
wig, only served to my=tify and repel her.

Niele Whifiles enjoyed:this seenc,

“18's all right, ma'nm,” ho ;::'liJ._willing to
inercase the mutnal difienity, *“1le’s & Ped'ral,
and eoute ko see your hoastuind,”

SThen T s not wanbed ! gaid Mres, Kin-
mouth, coldly. 1 Lthis man Lias no other
busincss, you had better show i the door.™

“Weo've mot before|” protested Blaekmer,
desperately. . '

“I am sorry fur it ! respounded the ladr,
dryly, enrling Ler full, red lips ab Lis wretelied
figure, -

“ 16T eonld speak willh you s minuto in prie
vate, ma'am,” slanmered the colonel.

“Spare me that honor!” retorted Mrs, Kin-
mouth, haughtily, .o

Ble weut u) slairs without waiting to lear
more. . B !

Blaekmer was left in grent perturbntion. Ko
was a vietim of {he doubtful and the ludievsus,
Nick Whitlles, .pereciving his  bewikierment,
tapped lis forehead with his fingers, und looking
mysterious, said :

* A little tetehied in the hiend.”

“Eh# gqueried the other, earerly,

“ Crazy 18 Bedlam!™ said Niek  * *Magines
hevseif Mrs. Kinmoutli, most the time”

“She dues, does sie ¥ oxelaimed the officer,
beginning to breathe more fecely. « Who Is
she & } :

«By name, Sally Dowse; by profession,
housekeeper,” answered Nick, promptly,  © Tt's
a thousand “pities that she-goes on in thak
p'ison way. She's erazier sometiniesior she is
others. Bhe’s partickerly on her hoblby-lhorse
to-night. The fumily allets humors lier in her
sing’lar notions, There's limes when sho's
straight enough, and earries a emart hand with
the nigger help. -

“ Any related to the family 2”

* Mre, Kinmouth’s own a'ut; and that's-why
thay put up with so moeh of Lier lambergastep.™
“Qbsorved she acted queerly. Didn's know
what {0 make on’t. Never was so dumbfonnded
in my life, sea‘eely, knowin’. Mrs, Kinmouth to
be a good ‘eal younger wonmran, Weall, that
pute it in another light. ¢ ’Bieeged Lo ye, old
boy! Give us another teteh o’ thnt canteen.”

# Bartain ! Drivk henrty, hoss!”

There was no need of this last injunction.
for the Confederate officer ook a startingly
tong puli ot Niek's flask,

might lave favored her beaufy, [ler volee, he

o

“ Mere shells, ain'G they ¥ ‘ quoth Niele, look-
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ing enrviously at Blackmer’s lege. * Guess if|
yun's to shake "em, I allow T could hear the
whisky swash.” !

“Xo more holler nor your'n ! snid Black-
mer, with a grin. **But 1 do. hold a right
saark sprinklin’ o rum, mister.” The eolonel
cast his eyes incidentally to the door, and be-
Leld o sight that thrilled and exhilarated him
mare than the Jast instalhnent of whisky. It
was the incomparable Kitty herself,

I'he Confederate for an instant forgot his die-

rguise.  He--mustered into service all his blan-
dishmerits. He smiled and bowed without the
lenst regard to Bart Bramble, cr to that per-
sun's ragged coat or fitthy face,

Kitty was, at ficst, inclined to Izugh at this
riieulous pautomine, bat she governed her-
self, put on s dramatie expression, made an un.
certain step forward, and stared at the man
with the greafest pertindeiby. '

+ #Mrs, Kivmouth, I aa delighted ! said the
colousl, in & low tone. ’

“1 eannot reeall yorr features, my good
nran,” replied Kisty, gravely. .

© No wonder!” thought Blackmer, remem-
bering how he was disguised. My mother
would't know me.” :

* Your fuce is —jg="

« Ves,” said Blackmer, thinking she wns com-
ing nb ik - .

~ Divky 1™ added Kitty, maintaining her se-
riousness wondarfully.

‘The colonels hope fall like the stick of an
exploded rockat. ;

Niek Whifll$% grinned a humorous grin that
strefiched bia comical mouth to- its greatest
width. -

Binckmer swore an inandible oath. He se-
aretly cursed disguiges and eituations. Here
wis & woman whom he wanted fo adore, bab
could aplimear to ler only ae a species of human
swine. The question was, how vould he revenl
himself to_bier, withont making the same reve-
lation to Nisk, with whown liis reeret would be
leas safe. That his Mrs. Kinmouth was guiz-
ging him, he evuld not doubt.

“If you please, T will send for some water,”
snid Kiulfy.

“I won't trouble you, ma'ami,” angwered
Biackmer, quite ub his wits’ enl. * Wafer don't
ngres with me, cither for extwrnal or intarnal
use”

“Twould make s p'ison diffikilty with his
stomach, if he shonld, by any aceident, git wa-
ter into’s,”” remarked Niek, sguinting canning -
Iy at Kitty., “But he’ll put bissell ontside a

« pint o' whisky quicker’n a telegraph. He's the
condemudest eritter on that as ever I see, by
mighty I Them lege o’ his'n iso’t nothin’ but
shells, ma'am,  They're holler ns coffins inside,
and when he tips np a canleen; the old Bourbon
rana right juto ’emi, ‘Fhere jsn't no marrer in
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Ridieule was the colenel's vilnerable peint.
His old Adam broke out ngainst Nick. He
whipped out his revolver again, and on this oe-’
ension he cocked ib. The sharp click tervified
the girl, but the mountaineer was noé in. the
loast intimidated. -

“ Pub it up,” quoth Niek, ¢ Yon'll skeer the
lady. »Women folks don't like gunpowder over
and above well. If youshould fire, you'd neves
pull trigger ug’in.  You'd fallin -your tracks,
pierced by n bullet that jsn’t fur ofi.” - -

Kitty inveluutarily followed the covert dirce-
tion of Nicl's eyes, and saw Avchie with his
rifle, siming af Binckmer. The latter also turn-
¢d, and with a shudder, pereeived the fized and
deadly tube covering hia heart. With asorother-
ed imprecation, he put back his revolver ; while
Archie Ree slowly lowered Lis weapon,

“ A singular fool I" he thought, and he eoul
not refrain  from expressing the thought.
“There's method in that yousg man’s mad-
ness,” he said, frowning, * Are tliere any more
fools and lunatics in this house #  Then, thinls
ing of his divinity, and what politeness requir-
ed, he added = “1 beg your parding, Mrs, Kin-
mouth. I'm sometimes irritable. I'm nfeard -
you dou’t know me? Remember the white
plume, ma'am.” : .

Kitty shook ler head, in utter innocence of
what he was talking about.

¢ What ‘does this man menn, nnd why is be
Liera 2" nsked Kiity of Niek. “Ile has evi-
dently escaped from some asylum. I think
you bad better put some restraint upon hiut,’
for he is obviously unfit to be at large”

«The letter I whispered Blackmer, edging up
to Kitty. o '

““Don’t let him come any nearer, Mr. Swing-
foot!” she exclaimed, in affected terror.

" % The eabin in the wood!” added the colonel,
in the same gibillant manner.

“ Do toke hold of him I persisted Fitty: "

Niek seized him by the skirt of his ragged
cont, and drew him back,

* You'd better wateh him i morning,” sha
added. “If he offers £. go, shoot him through
the head.™ : '

There was nothing quizzieal in her last in-
Jnnetion ; it was earnest; it was serious. The
disguised man felt it to be so, and began te re-
alize that his position was perilous. But thera
was something in reserve to sustain him. The
simple discharge of his pisto] would'eall a score
of men to his aid. . e abandoned himself to
tha course of events. He sat down quietly, put
his feet on the back of a chair, relepsed fully
into his ruffianly character, locred at Nielk, and
said, with admirable nonchalanee :

« (Rive usa chaw, Seeesh!”

Kitty shragged her shounlders, snd disap-
peared.  When Blackmer glanced that way

his bones.”

again, the pretty girvlish face wos not there, |
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CHAPTER XXIIL
) THE SIGNAL.

« Well ## gald Clari, when Kitty came back.
% Maglers ave curiously mixed up now, I should
think, I heard all you said down there, and so
las Mrs. Kinmeonth.« I shouid say this house is
pretty well stirrad up, S that is your colonel
i disguise 7 :
= it will be seen that XKithy had made a confi-
dunt of her sister. -

“Yes,” said Kithy.
amd js betrayed.”

# Did you betray him 7

“ No. It was Archie Rod.” .

Ritty looked down,

- Archic Rog ¥

Kitly nodded, but did not raize her eyes from
the earped. s
« & iy pursuit is bugs,” mused Clarl. “Iam
enrprised. I don’t know what to thinl of this
voush, How ean he be mad, and act sanely ?7

“He- lins Jucld intervals,” said Kitty, blush-
ing.. -

» What are
steadily.

«T Jidu't blush.
famp.”

* Has Lie over been lueid cndugh to—"'

Clari stopped. )

“To what ¥

“To nothing."

“ T guess not," said Kitty.

Boliy were zilent n moment, '

- ¢ 1 wish you'd have thab rent m the wall re-
paired, where you Lid your man,’’ added Kitty.

It was now Clari's turn to blash. )

“My man! You are as full of venom as a

pr—4toroe now, “what s Mother Iinmouth
goiug to do ¥ .

«} ennnob tell yon what ghe wili do, but [
lwow whai ghe Las doue,” replied Kitly, thonght-
fuliy. “8he has fallen in Jove with your fugi-
tive. She has lost Ler ecat’s-paw, and she is
miserahle to-night. O Clari, whiat ean we do®”

“ Lot things take their eourse. Niek Whif
fles is prepared ; Mountain Max is prepared ;
and father is sufficiently in the seeret not to be
talten by surprise. I bremble at the situabion.

“Hp eame to betray,

you biushing for # agked Clari,

" It was the Ted glare of that

_ ‘There will be s struggle, and_lives will be Jost.
CIf the mountainger should not

have men
enough! Or if they should® not, come at the
right moment!” o : .
. Ciari shivered.
# 1 have thouglt of that, I am thinking of
it yob,” sighed Kitty.
- % This disguised man
single shot, you know 2”
Cluri sighed more prafonndly than the other.
A single shot would, make you miscrable,
for it might kill Bogworth, Own that you love
him."
“J do!" eonfrssed Clari, in ‘a suppressed

below Is armed ; and a
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ed §o send him to me for that purpose. Iam
jealous of our mother.” .
“You are younger and landsomer than

molher, and she only wishes to dazzle.  She lias

power, and likes to show it. You know she
can be eharming,” .
“That is what treubles me. I cannot nse
my eyes as she can. She is so adreit! She
would draw him to her to make hin a rebel, if
for no other purpose. 1ler conduct frighteus
me, This dreadiul war brings disunion and
ruin to cur houscheld. The house s divided
against itself.  Pariy spirit is ng bitter and ran-
corous as death. We shall soon be separabed
and this spotf, whieh wag onee the nbode of
peace and happiness, will be charred Ly“the
fires of the incendiary toreh,”

They listoned, and heard Mes. Xinwouth-
walking to apd fro in her chamber. They
joined hands, and waited in silence the develop-
ment of events. . .
" It was ome v'elock, Tho night was quiet.
They lLeard no sound bub the teellow murmar
of the river. Tho sky was obseured by clouds
that drifled over it eontinuously, like columns
of smoke. If they lovked frow the window,
they saw nothing but a dim eurtain let down
from the heavens. Their lamji they had ex-
tinguished long ago, o a3 Lo give no mark to a
-concenled foc. ‘ o

Matters did not ehange mugh. iu the lower
part of the dwelling, Blaclmer and Niek had
censed to talk. The colonel's last endeavor at
conversation hnd proved a dead failure. Ile
was moody, and Niek eart, Max breathed with
the regular respiration of a sleeper. His stal-
wart figare, with all is perfection of mnsely
and furm, rested quictly.

The lamp bumed cub. Oceasionally gome
faint beams of moonlight flickered in at the
windows. Blackmer’s eyes wandered magneli-
eally to & eertain corner of the room. e
fancied ho saw sowething therewa dark oljces
that did not stie. e would have eonecluded
that it was a Louse-dog, had he not seen ihe
burnished mountings ofyn rifle shining in the
darknees. Tho dark objeet was Archie Roe.
The eolonel .wondered it he were aslecp, and
somefimes imagined that he suw two eyes
gleaming upon, him, ) ' )

Two o'elock appronehdd - it came. The dis-
guised rebel knew thut Alick Ifurker, with fif-
teen or twenty men should be within heaving,
ready to rush into the house ab & preconcerted
sigual. But things were differeni from' whaé .
e lhad anticipated. At that hour he had sup-
posed that the inmates of Lhe louse would be
wrapped in profoundest slumber; that Niek
Whifiles and the handsowme ginut would be com-
fortably in bed, dwelling among dreams and
their idle ereations, It was not so,
most dreaded were near him—one wide awaka

voice, *Why shouldIdenyit? Heaven seem-

in his chair; the other, perhaps sleeping, per-

+

Those La °
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* . haps watehing. This was n state of things
- gbat he could net understand, [l grow dis.
trusiful.,  Ile denbied wiether this sialtus was

. the effeel of aceideng. It scened to hiw that
these wen weio in expeelation of something,

= Many tines lie glaieed at the dim face of Nick;
many tintes he eostemplated, witle seerst ap-
hreliension, the quiet furm of Mosntain Bax,

- His hand stole tywnrd his revolver, and wanted
to give the signal (which was the discharge of
one eviinder), bab sicank frome making the ex-
periment,

Niek dosed ; at leag', he appered to, after a
time,  Blagkwer thought hs would get up and
wallk softly to the newrcst window,  He arose,
buat with the fiest creak HF his loots, Niek's
eyes flew apen.  Ide seized his rifle, then pre-
tending Lo Jiseover -the eause of hLis alarm,
auid . bt

@O, il's you, is it, Bramble? 83t down,
Brambie. Make ] yonrself to huin, Bramble.
You're weleome, ns the spider said to the fly
whed it flpw inte his web.”

S 'm goukcat eraaped,” filiered Blackmer.
4 Fasb is, | an’u used Lo setbin i chinirs,  Allera
been in the labil, o dwudin' vigit down on the
ground, or on thefluer.  Must steeieh my logs
& little, any way.” .

4 Btretel ey, bt streteh “em kinder keer-
fitl, steanger, Luo migel nelse "1l mn'ic o eussed
ligtle diffikiley ndween nst Did you ever have
any difficidsics, my Fod ral hoss 7™ -

“Don't know ns [ wke yoae. meanin’,” an-
ewered Iuokmer, quaking with apprehension,

* Can't gwear Lhiat you do, by snghty 1™ aaid,
Niek, anxivus to .inerease .the pectachation of
the Confoder e, - If you dhn'c rayther ear-
eamspeek, swiething may happes, Faflow,”

“I'm losi ™ thonght Blaekier.,  *This mon
is suspicious of me. If I give the sigaal, he
witl shoot me” :

He returied to his éhair and sat down again.

“ Baglanister, where's Kinmouth 27 he asked,
presently. :

«t Abed and asleop ! replied Niek, sruffly.

®Waunt to sce him,* added Binekiner, un-
ansily. } -

“ Ba quict! IHow ean I sleep if you keep
talkin® ® -

“Look here, mister, I shounld like a bed,”

‘persisted  the cuvlonel, growing every minute
, More hervous.

“Can't give yo no hed, bhut ean ‘eommodate
Fe to a floor. Flep right dow, i vou'd like
6o Doir’t slan® an gereiony "niony friends.”

Niek dvew a revalver frowm some part of his
person, aveked Ir, il it aeross his knees, and
settied baelk in his ehair, ma 1f fur g snovze;
These proceedings were neb ab uil veassuring.
The man was in & quamdary.  ije sar still amd
tried to resign himselt to-the sitmation.  He
wislied over and over again thal the hushwhaek-

1
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without any signal.  But 2 signal Lad been
agreed wpon, and they were wailing for ik,
Niek appeneed to duse off agmn. Mountain
Max turned upon s side, tussed Tus limbs,
ated breathed more quietty,  The dark objeet
in the corner did nus ehange. . There seemed
no remedy for Blickmers enbnsragsinents.
The night hung an lis hamds heavily, He
woull have exebanged plices with nhmest any
wreteh that e kuew of. 7 'Uhe burrying misery
of suspense inerensed. His hmagiauon went
to worg with o will ; it played horrible tricks
with him.  DPepgpration bruke from his brow,
and streamed down his face, e bad heard of
the cunning of Nick Whitles, avd now he hed
a proof of it 1le wished someboldy would do
somsthing,  If Niek's  athletic pupsl would
sprivg up and assmae o hostile auitude, he
shonght it woiild be a reliel to L, IF the
mad hoy, Bing tn the doars eorner, world lovel
Iig rifle at him agnin g or it Nick wonld como
ab bim, Lo give him the requisite ineentive to
(ies]])m’:ll.e aubivnu, be woulld be glad, Lo was
vandy to hait alnoss wny interingtivn 1o break
the painful monvbuny.” The was becoming se
flarried, that he could nut endure it inueh
longer. 'Che erisis ol mentwl exeitement waa
ening. M eame, 1le sprang to his fect, up-
set Liig ehair, ezied opt in Lhe exeess of Iis ner-
vousness, tnd ficed his pistel; then, with o
stron iustinet of seif-preservation, fell flat to
the fluor. As he was failing, o bulictk from
Avelibald’s riffe strock off 133 wig, nud ‘made
a slight furrow along his skull.  Iic was some-
what stunned, and lay stidl. o
“Good ! exelaimed Niek, ' Reteibnbion
follows fagt.” . ’ ‘
* Mountain Max was-on his feet Tn an Tistrgg — =~
Simultaneousty doors sl windows were ngsaile
ed; doors gave way, windows were shallered,
Men tumbled in, :
Niek Wliffles gave a war-whonp: a tremen-
dous one, Lhat gusiie:d oub throngh the breken
anes like i sheill whistle of a loeomotive,
bt was answered by responsive vells that made
evory rafter sing. Now there was work to do,
Niok Whifles was suddenly fired with the con-
eontrated cnergies of hualf-a-dezen men, e
flew at the bushwiackers The pupil was
worthy of the master, Clulibing  hig rifle, |
Boswasrth Twrried to meet e ineoming foe,
who found arexpeoted resistanee. Two men
foll, and there was & momentary hesitation,
Avehilald Roe wag ao longer in the dark
corner.  {lis [itlle rille erneked with wonderfal
wrtivneity i ene shobt flluwing wnother with
ineredible rapidity. | )
The front and rear of the dwelling were as-
‘pailed at the same Lime, awl Avehie, by his con-
tinuous fiving, lieh those i the vear i cheeks
Blackmer, seeing low mattera were going, bo.
gan to fire at the youth; but furtmuely his

er3 woul] spring thromghdoors and windows

hand was too unsteady to aduis of o deadly

ug of the flag of the Revolation, and of his
- duby.

- Hagly Brable, and Colouet Blackmer were

. they mght be. 8he did nobt mean to be in-

Aim, The bullets Quw avound lira, bnk Lhey
Jid not Lit Line  Kuky was praying for him
above.  Nobody thought Dbty was praying for
him, for Claei was thinking of Bosworth, and
go was Mrs. Kinnsouth, while Niek was think-

_Kinmouth, starfed from briel repose by the.
audden ding rancdnte the danger bravely, re-
membering Abex Harker and the proceedings
of theprevions niglt. '

Just then that lowd yeil of the monntaineers
ghook the rouf of the Binff 1onse, and amazed
alt its {omates,  The centering bushwhnckers
folt themsclves seized and torn buekward, or
beaten down with biows. er wounded behind
and there was censternatibn among them  An
ear-gplitting shout of * Nick Whifles and the
Yuion 1" arese, aud the eonflich was soun vver
The bushwhuckers either ran, sank down wonud
ed, or wire eaptured ; ov, ab least, Ajick Harker,

among Lhe Jatler, o

It is impuesibie (o deseribe the sensations of
Mrs. Kinmouth daring the short and decisive
slruggle  She was ¢ woman of firmnesa, Bhe
had resolved to abide the resulis, whatever

truded upon ; she loeked ber door, and in her
resolute defermiination ko adhere to lwr pur-
prose, wheeled chairs againgt iti * She heard the
reverberations of the pistol-shots ; she heatd Lhe
immediakcly following commuotion: she leard
wemncing shounts ; she  heard Llows, well faid
on ; site heand the siartling yells of the wone.
taineers, 1he erack, craek, erack of Arehic’s
Jittle gun, the vnses that ensied, and ithen the

waombaralive stilln e . - That alillness was.np-
ailing.,  Yhat fuau «ns eibher lying or deml.
if Lie ‘were fiving, it was well; if be were dead,
she had Filfed him. She threw herself npon
Lier bed, whieh her fair Lend hiad nob tuached
that night, eovered her face, and wus Lot
faverish, aud unhappy,

CITAPTER XXIIT. i
THE TWO MES KINMITTHS. I
By-am]-by Kitty knoelied at her mother's
“dosr.  Mrs. Kinnroutl asked, faintly : :
“Who ia there 2"
“Tk isv e, said Kitty.
frightened!  Let me in”
“What has happened ?” asked Mrs. Kin-
mouth, arizing. i
4+ There has been fighting below, and several
cpersons are  kille” answered Iitty. Iler
mother wleeled the barrieade of chairs from
the doar, and epering it, et in Kitty.
“1s he hilled?! asked Mrs, Kinmouth huor
riedly. ‘
v 1y whae killed 27 snid Kitky,

“I am terribly
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“Not dead, but wounded,” answered, Kitty.
“Qhri is with Lim,  The bushwhagkurs made
an agsawlb,  They bLursk in ot the windows and
doors.  Bosworth, amd Mre, Swingteol, Arehi-
Lald Ltue, and father, fought thien,” )
*1 heard a. stemdy firing,” eontinued Mra.
Kinmouth, exeitedly. “Were cither of our
gnesls injaved 7 :
& Basworth was shat thirongh the—" .
“The hears P gasped Mres, Kuomonuth, shiver-
ing Mron head to leok.

Kitty Jooked at Ler mother sharpiy, and be-
goa the sentenee again; aml finished it.

“ Bosworth was shot Lhrongh the srm with
a buek-slot. Swingfovt and Arehiv are ua- -
harmed . .

“Away with your hypoerisy, Kity! Talk
no move of Swingfont; enll hind by his name.
Call him Niek Whiflles. § am tired of false-
hood. Yoeu have put two deeeptizns upon we
within twenly-four howes,”

v They soemy not Lo have been deceptions,”
said the givly slowiy.  “They were not decop-
tious to injure people, Wedegvive somatimes
for good, sumetimes fur evil.  Bub [ hate lies,
whelhir aeted, told, or fmptied.” '

- You were once t sweel hitle girl,” reapond-
e Ler motler, in a sappressed Yoiee, “ bub yoi
are fast becoming deendinl. I am afraid of
youa. Yuu have ripeued tuo snddenly, I don't
underginnd it.” ) )

“As well a3 T understand you, mother. We
are botht unknown to each wther, I think.
Thiough mother and, danghiter by relutionship,
we larn out strangers by nature, You lave
becoma a plotter of treason, nnd the «lupe of
reliels 3 wlhife Iam for the Unien, aml Liberty,
aml Lhe whole gonstitution of Federal sturs that
adern the natidnnl flag. 8o you sce Lhab we are
nbont a8 far apart ns we aan be.”

Mrs. Kinmouth sighed, and shook lier head
sadiy. '

#Come, 1ok us go down and sce more of the
benunties of sceession. W huve bad one lessen,
you know 2% .

Mg, Kinmouth followed her daunghter down
stuirs, a subject of anything bui.cahn thotghts,
She was serprised to find the lower park of the
house thronged witli-steange faees ; tawny, long-
bearded faees.  Bhe suppoand, &t Lrst, that they
were bonshwhnekers, but a secomd losk dis-
crvdited tho supposition,  Tley were mountain-
men, of the Niek Whiffles® type, Wos their
presence, nb a ting so eriticut, the result oa
ehavee? Tt wag diffiedlt to think sbe The web
of cirenmsianees was elosing closely abont ler,

She saw thew enrrying ont svme hodjes. The
light- easually revenled their ghastly visnges,
which startled her. She was shocked ab the
gpeetiacie of denth  8ho asked herself if (hose
mien would not have been livinyg if:the letter

Iiad vot been sent. -

« Huannonth,” respomded her mn!;he]', brihﬂy;
but she wag thinking of Bosworth. -

The mountaincors male way for Kifty, who,
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with Lier mother, eppronched & cenfral group,| - Mrs. Kinmouth, is i possible youl do nof res

eamposed of the mare important figures in the
picture. In chiarge of some sturdy fellows were
the three prisoners. . Mrs. Kiomouth neticed
them at onee. Bhe could not but remember
her last interviaw with Aliek Hnrker. That in-
terview itad left no fivorable impression on her
miad. The more she thought of ib, the less she
liked hita. Tise swarthy villain was glad to see
her. Throngh her influenes he hoped fo eseape,

- If ghe vofnsed to save him, he resolved to eom-

el lier to it by his knowledge of lier compiicity
with the Seeessionists, and espeeially with this
partiealur miil, whieh had resulted in his cap-
Cture, His courage incrensed ab sight of the
rabel lndy, e watehed her with the utmost
infepest, . '
Soma of the mountaincers had been talking
of ropes and hanging, and Lis blood had grewn
somewhat Ghick. Tt began to flow again, Biack-
mar grew equally hopeful; for he believed he
could now make himsell known to the eharw-
ing bearcy of the lefters The eoming of the
ladies Lrought him inexpressible rolief. He
made gestures to abttract Kitky's noties ; she
did not appear to comnprehend himy He man-
aged to get near her, bub his guacds pushed him
roughly back, Several of tho mountainecrs
eried onb: *flang Jem! Siring 'em up! The_y
hung our men. Lot ‘em see how they like i6.”
Othera raspouded :
o U That's so! That's justice! Buahwhackers
ain't $oldiers, nohow.” ) .
“Wa are soldiors,” said Harkek, “and we
wanb to be trented like prisoners of war.”
‘@atiliers dow’h atlack private dwollings, and
- ol and murder guict citizens,” snid Bosworth.
% “No mie to talk to him !’ growled Hugh
Bramble, *e's the ehap we ehirsed last nizht,
We'd got him, if it hada’t bron for her.” He
painted to Clari, who, linving bound wp her
futher's wouwmls, was new o quiet speetator.
Y She was plocky 3 damned i she wasn't 7
# No haugin’P? gaid Niek Whifiles, * Hang
in's are for gheriffs and jail-yards. We okl want
to b shot when wo go ander, boys. Let us do
ag wa'l be done by -
“t Bhaoiin® is too geod for traitors,” said ‘g
burly fullew, with a heavy Californin rifle.
“Trailors sin ag'inst people of every country ;
- boeanse Awmeriky is a place o' refuge for fhe
vppressed of the whole world,”
- " You are right,” quoth Niek. * Trenson is
a plison sin. [t eurries death to a thousand
firesides | mrournin’, alse; poverty, likewise.
0 Tord, yes!”
Niek gigled .profonndly,
Binckmer stood, trembliing and fearful. e
did not faney the fern the conversation had
“taken, The chiaracter of Bart -Bramble might
do for & night; bul he ebuld net afopd te die
for 4t. He besought Kitty with his eycs, bn
slhe was insensible to his silent appeals. ™ :

tromber me?” he asked, as o' last resource. |
1 is very possible indeed,” answered Kitty.
Wrs, Kinmouth, thinking hersef addressed,
answered :
“T am sare I never saw you till to-night.”
#1 did not speak to vou,” said Blaslkmer,
cuetly, glaneing at- the latter. =1 spoke to
Mys. Kinmouth.” He bowed to Kitty.
s amy Mrs. Kinnouth,” said Mrs. inmouth.
“You must pereeive, madam”—he continued

to, addresa the danghter instead of the mother— |

¢ thnt T am not lere in my trae gharacter 37

% There ate no true eharncters here, I think ¥
replied Kitty, sarcasticdly.

“1If you bave auything to say to Myrs. Kin-
mouth, say it to me,” interposed her mother,
anxiously.

“Allow me to proceed I entrealed the colonel,
who felt that every mument was of importance.
“You saw me last night?” he added, address-
ing Kitty.

¢ I tell you, sir, you are laboring under a sin-
gular delusion,” persisted Mres. Kimmnouuh, whe
now began lo fear that selne compromising se-
cret might transpire. ’

“If 1 am laboring uinder a mistake, ¥ chioese
to persist in ity sakd Blackmer, Lrieily.

i Midath,” he went on, looking earnestly ag
Kitty, «if T eonld but epeak a fow words in

tion, and be able to nssire these men that 1 am
not what I soem.” '

“Whoever you are,” qried Mrs., Kinwonth,
“Iet me warn you te prudence

“Miss Dowse —. ;

“Miss Dowse I repanted Mrs, Kinmouth,
guite bewildered. “I pm nat Miss Dowse!
This girl ia my daughter Kitty, The bimader,
first your own, has been encouraged. H you

your ear, only, you wodld understund my posi- -

are the person I begin to think vou are, you

have been honxed.”

.My, Kimnouth wad not near enough to hear
Lhia conversation, and it was earried on with
more boldness on the part of Mrs, Kinmouth
than it etherwise would have been. The man
in disgnise looked dubiously from mether to
daughter. There waa eerlainly a strong re-
semblanee. He was Jdrifting towawd the truth,
He recalled; sentence by sentence, his deserip-
tion of the Kinmopth family., He remembered
thas he bad represented Kilty a5 the charmin
cat’s-paw of her ¢harming niother; that he ha
described her am acreature of impulse, weak
and fickle. Hven in that mement of danger,
he realized that be had made binself ridieulous.

‘He turned to Aliek Huvier, nnd asked :

“Whieh is Mre. Kinmputl 2"

“That one,” said Aliek, pointing - fo the,
mother, “Your own cyes ought to tell you
that .

‘Kitty could see the colonel’s face’ reddeding
tirough the steatum of dirt.  He was angry.

'
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o T have been trifled with and betrayed I he
“ Madam,” Le Jogked at Mrs. Kin-
mouth, “you lave playel o, double game.

“here has been damnnble troacliery.”

The rebel jady wns on delicate ground.
There wns danger of an immediaie exposé of
hier conduet.  Uhicre was need of skilful taoties
and rapid wovemcnt, Sbe now knew that the
tattered wman was Colonel Bluckmer, and that
it was necesaary that she should speak to him,

% Stand awny, brave feliow I shie snid, touch-
ing une of thewountain-men ou the shoulder,
Yle fell baek, und she passed him and ap-
proachied the eolunel. No one interrupted. her.

Lev dignified manner forced respectaund immu-
nity from interforcice.  Blie sad to Blacknmer,
in a whisper =

¥ Trust we, and I will save you. Don't be-|

tray me!  Call e a vile Lineolnite, and D'l re-
tort in charaster,”

Hlope arose from the dend ashes of his de-
He reeoliceted what 1lis weman had
done, first and last, and his belief in her began
to return. Posslbly it was the false Kitty who
Jrad wroughl the nuschicf.  He resolved to hate
her frow that moment, and to net up to the
very spint of Mre. Kinmouth's instroetions,

Ag she was tareing ftom him,-he commenced
the hiypoeritteal lesson. !

“ Loave e, wonan I he exelaimed.  “ Do
106 luss your venow in my ear, - Taunts do not
beaoine your sex, though they may befit your
detestable canse.” :

She gave him a grateful and eommendatory
look—=a look, the meaning of which flushed on
1im like lightning. He theught he eould feei
the firm grouud under his fee again.

b 202K 0 Max stood quietly near, Both were

- aud he hiad retorted, he

willing that the Indy should save Lereelf from
the shame and disgrace of o dénoucment.  For
the rake of Ler daughters, they hoped #he
would find some avenne of escape.  Bosworth

“beheld er with emotions of tender compassion.

She Tind flattered bim with her preference, and
ghe stond 1 an interesting relation to Clari, 1le
admired her spivit and eourage; and, lovking
at her after she had whispered to Blackmer,

entisfaction, that she hnd proved equal ‘fe the
oeension '

pelf:
© I will eave mother "

CHAPTER XXIV.
" mot - v
Kitty Kinmontli, although profoundly regret-
ting her mother’s wily policy, was yet extreme-
Iy anxiens Lo shield her from its eopsequences,
Jiey desite to punish Blackmer for his audacity

‘nnd impertinenee had lharried her furthier than

wns entirely prudent ;- -but Mrs, Kiomouth's
skill, exhibited at the last moment, had put &

;

eracived; with inward,

Nick smiled knowingly, and Kitty said ta her-,

hopeful nspect on the affair. Knowing well
that ber mother would néed assistance, Kitty
followed lier to her reom.

“ Wiich of you is it ?"” that indy asled, turn-
ing sharply to lier daughter.

“Wlieh of us i8 what ?” queried the girl,
with more foree than grammatical sceurney.

“In love with Bosworth I said Mrs. Kin-
mouth.

+ You, I think,” angwered Xitty, naively.d

+ I did not mesn that,” retvrted her motber,
with censiderable embarrassment.  “1 meant
you and Clari.” .

4 Clara or me I repented Kitly., ‘

“Butb I have' eyes,” resumed Mre, Kinmouth,
thoughtfully., *“Why do I ash questions? X
kunow it is' Clari, for 1 have watehed her.”

« Granting it to be Clari, what then 2

“1 am in & perilous position,” continued the
lady, spesking with unusual seriouspess.  Thosa
three men below must not be barmed—they
must escape.’’

“1 sce that they must, If they de not, at
the last moment they will tetray you, Did
you obeerve the viliain Harker? = 1lis counte-
nance kindled at sight of you. Hia native au-
Incity eame back.  He expeets you to extri
eate him from his present peril,” replied- the
girl, with equal carnestness.

Mrs. Xinmouth inveinntarily recalled her
nocturnal interview with Harker at the hollow
tree. His iusolence had slwocked her. The
tore she thouglt of it, the more hor pride was
wounded.  She was mortified to think thet such
men should be numbered amoug her friends.
Iler eyes weré beginning to see malters more
elearly. ! }

“ There is nob mueh time to lose,” she addad,
“Jor the mountaineers ave new deliberating,
and the fate of the prisoners will soon bo de-
cided. "The eaptors are likely to be unanimous
in their views,” ’ )

% Remembar, mother, how the Seeessionists
of the Alick Harker stamp have outraged every
sense of justiee, and put Tnion men to denth,
interposed Kitty, * Recolleet what happenod
here tast night!” '

41t was frightful1” eaid Mra. Kinmouth, with -
o little shiver. “If the mouutnin-men have
thefr way, those three persons will be shot or
lianged. We must produce delay, and trust to -
gircumetances, The wan ealled Mountain Max -
must be influenced. Ciari enn ddo that” .

4 Yeg,” 1'vsponde,d Kitty, © Clari ean do that
—ar you either, mather.  But Clari is the one,

I should think she might wind bim reund. ber
finger, Cluri iz 80 bewitehing I .

Mrs. Kivmouath colored, and breathed hur-
riediy, :

s {f Clari ean manage to make delay, and got
the men up somewhere in Lha house, guarded
by ene or twoe of Nick's fellows, T beieve wa -
eun find means to geb them e¢lear. Lot them -
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- tie them hand. and foot, if they clions:, and
wo'll findin way to liberute them, if there is any
sunuing in women.' :

. Mrs. Kinmouth kissed ler dovghier, and

said :

 Good Pass! brave Puss!
Let ber fly at Bosworth as svon as yon eab;
but expliin o hor a8 fithle as may be.”

The st words were said in & whisper ; but

o Qlari heard thenr, and said s
- 4T want no explanalions. I have -come 1o
~aak if I ean dg anything to aid you. T think I
know, Mother Kinmonth, what troubles you,
We wou't speak of she pust. I will prove Limt

. Lvve vont" .

“1 thauk you, Clari,” murmured the. kuly,
with an ioveluntary start, .

“Ave they in earnest below 2 asked Kiity. |

“ Fuarfuily in earoest!” answered  Clari;
# Tlrgy say that the bewd of murdered Uniun-
isls enlis for rutaliation  There nre stera froes
aroumi the prisoners.” '

# Tlow teohs Bosworlh 77 eontinnod IiLEY,

“ Brernest of all,” answered ber sister, 7

“ And Niok Whifltes ?7

“ Calm”and silens,  The decision is death,
and the present debate is the mannor—whether

. by leall ar cord.” -

“ (o down, Claw,” said Mes. Kinmooth,
firrsly. “Go duwn acd iy Busworth,  Per-
aniule hite bo pub off matlers Yiil morning,  You
‘ean do it!" o .

“1 greeatly doabt it,” faltered Clari, Aushing

. bo the ferchvmb K o

“@o and try!” eried Kitty, earnestly, push-

. fug hier from tie revin., '

“ I wiil” petaroed Clari, resolutely.
o my utimest far merey and delay,
was certain of suceess  Come, Kitly, you must
be noar o, Youshall sve that I nur [ithful
to mudbier Kinmonlh,” . .

Clart went down stairs, and steadily to her
work ; while Kitty fillowed, for moral snpport.
The rewnrks that greeled her carg, when sho
“gnbeswd Lise Foom, were nob 1_.-:|cm'|r:|giug.l'm' hier
wissinne . Niek's moen were about cqually di-
yided on the guestton of hewp and rfie-balls.
e exteewe ponalty was a foregone conclu-
- 8iu. ’ e

. Clari appraached Bosworth, whe. stood n lit
e npari from the others; !emling nguiush the
wail, with fea nrius folded ngon Qs chest, and
bis eves cast dowonward,  Ileariag the rostle of
iber drdss, he Jooked up, snd guesed her pur-
. pose.. His-expression was fiem to-rigidness.
w Mr. Boaswortiy™ she said, du a low toue, #]
. have eoma to agk meray for these men”

¥ L wisle, Miss Kinmomh raplied the monn-
taineer, grnvelv, “that you hed ssked some
sthivg within my aontrol” -~

“ You luve influenes over the minds of Lhese

T wiil
T wish [

Iere is Cladi.
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- 41 hinve rio wish to save these villains,” enid
Busworth, quietly.: “ Dy you desice me to ach
contrary to nry esovicbioos? * N .
“E owish you Lo delay the exeeriion of the
prisonees till morning, ab loast,” resumed Clard.
« I could not o it if T would, and T wondd
not il I conld,” answered Busworth, in a calp
and nnimpnsioned mnnuer..
Clari's fuce flushed soiewias,
Lim. Her glanee said ; )
“So you have forgotien that you lately
soinght merey at my bands, and dhat I gave
'It'-ﬂ " -
Besworth undetstoed it thas.
ehecks reddened] pereeplibly. .
1 hope you will mut miseonsirne my feels
ings, Misa Kimmouts,” he hastenwel to say.
“ You paved ny Iife Luk reecntly, A yu need-
ol mine te save yenurs, it wonld not be denied.!
¥ Words, Mr Bosworth,” retorted Clard, do-
in'z some vislenes Lo hor own fuclings, * cosb
fees than aetions.
cheap.” i . .
1 eannob think your leart saiil that,” he re-
plied.  ** You have come Lo plead n eanse, aud

She locked a$

His tanned

ers witl die™ . i . )
& You ate Jess nolife than T thought yop, if

serverd Clarl, brue to ier ehjeet

s If I were the ondy purson injured by Aliak
Harker and his evew, I woull gluily wvverlook
ity to dv you a Kinduess; but the govd of the
cuunpanity requipes that suel woral muusl&m
stionld Lo summarily dealt with.,  Reeall the

father ! . ‘
Clari seeretly owned the justness -of "his
woprds and the hupelesscess of her eause. | '

“ Que of the prisuncrs is a Cunfudernte colo-

as & prigoner of war® -

#1e enme amony us in disgnise.” We have
no right to know thut he is a Coulederate offi-
eer,  We mighs, withiout slbrainiug  mntiers
maeh, eall him n gpy. Our hads wish Lo treab
him as n busbwhaeker..  Af* the ime of his,
enptuve- Le was net cageged dn regular wags
fure.” . '

+ ] perecive that T am an unwelecome suitor,”
rejoined Clari, coldty, .
* Do nok eay so,” angwered Bogswoerth, much
pained.  © Yon forget that it is vol mine to dis-
hose of the fives of these porsonn.  Niek Whif-
firg pnd the majority rule. The former, you
obhgerve, remaing gilend, snd he will do the prise
onera (he merey to give dhm powder and lead,
insteast of Lwisled lemp. Fop your sake, Misa
Kinmouth” {he spoke in a subdued tone), “1
would enmpromige everglliing hut my eonvies
Hong of right; and should T do that, | should

hgkly mountuineers.  Exert it to save life,’” re-
tuened Clard, iv o gentle voloe, )

searcely expect to win that respeet fron you
which s dearer ko me fhan any olher cousideras

1 have alweys fonnd them

you mean to plead it well. ~ Bot the bushwhaeck-

you are nctoated by feelinis of l"cvunge,” ob-

shattered window, the novsed cprd, and your |

nel,” she replied.  ©le cerlainly mwust be held |

“tion. These hardy and horest fcl!o:vs " (le

glanead at the mountaineers, who were standing
in groups), - copdemn the men, not I. Luok. ut
the, and see if nn appesl Lo their ¢ompassion
will do any good,” « . L.

“No more than to you,” said Clari, with
affeeted displeasare. ’ ‘

4 Now, indecd. you do me injusticel” ex-
claimed Busworth, with a welancholy smile
and a protesting shake of the head.

Kitty, wlo fiad heard all, and wished to push
_poor Mux to desperation, pnlled Clari by the
skict, and said, loudly enough for him go hear:

“Conte away, Clart!  This man has forgotten
the holw in the wall 1"

Max gasped for breath, and knew not what to
eny. He'wonld rather have faced o Confeder-
ate batlery than Cluri’s displeasure.

" Lot ua spenk to Nick,” added Kitty.

. The yonng ladies approached the man of the
trap and gan, bat not without misyivings.

“We want to say something te you,” whis-
pered Kitty, pulting her protly face near his,

*Hay it hltle woman,” quoth Nick.

*We wish to speak a word for thoss men,”
ehé continned. :

“4Well, they need ‘em. You cnn't say too
many words for *em,” replied Whiffles. :

".Igon’t Laret thent,”? said Kitty. .

“Not muel,” answered Niek. “ We won't

“hurt et mnek, nor long at'a lLime,”

“Then you wow't Lill them ?* queried the
gitd, eagerly, B

“Well, 1 allow it’ll nizh about smount' to
that in the cend,” responded the trapper, with
tronguillity, “I s'pose my boys'l huve their
own way with ’em; and they'l} be likely to find
n condemned little difikilty about breatlin®

" afore long.”

l - «Don't let them do it, Mr. Niek (" urged
T Rlity. ¥ They are not fit'to die”

#Nor to live, neither !” returned Niek, Yith

‘more carnestness. * Do you o'peet they'll b
“eny fitter to-morver, or next day, or next week ?

Not o bit on't. They)ll grow worse and worse.
The diffikilty’ll inerease & bundved fold. Now's
the time for 'em to go under. They've done
abont miselitof enough. They’ll never be good
eitizens till they're sbot,”

“But one of them is-an officer,” argned

" Kity.

“1 know 'it. I sban’t harm Lim, but send
him, 18 snon as convenient, to the noarest mili-
tary post, whero they can hirng him, and arter-

‘wards try him for a spy. 'Wedon's kill nobedly

hout givin' ’em n trial, nfore or srterwards;
which is the beauty of republikin inditoo-

‘tions.”

“If you enn save one, you can save all,’” per-
iisted Kitty, toking possession ‘of Nick's rough
and.
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we owe ik to mankind to extarminate sich.
They want to trig the wheels o’ this Guver'ment,
nod thirow Lhe whole'consarn oub o' gear. Bt
we mean to keep
mighty I It%s ne use talkin’, little woman.
Alick "Harker and ffugh Bramble, so ealled,
have gob to go under, and no mistake. Don't
ye bear my Inde talkin'® Ain't they jn airnest?

natured and am’nble? 'Now, what you gon® to
do with ’emn?  Can you conx ’em and w‘ﬁeedh
‘em? I reeken not; aitheugh youn could de it,
if any live fomale could,
it tlig short on’t, ' The thing'a fixed and done,
Them plison, bushwhaekin’ Confederators'Tl
never hang loval men agin, I should be ‘a.

suever men may eall me; and whatscever may
be thovught o’ me; nnd whatacever may be
printed aboyt me in the newspapers, it shan

the eentra o’ my beart 1'” ‘

Kitgy‘s expoctations fajled. Bhe had thought
to find yielding material in Niek, and was mnch
sisappointed. - :

“'You are hard and cruel!” she exalaimed.

“And you are soft and mareful,” nnsweréd
Niel, kindly. «T like your pity, but I eon-
demnt your yndgment.  'Whdt comupassion yielda:
jusiice condemus,” T

" Give tilem at lenst a vespite till morning,”
enireated Kitty, sceing thut only that hope ré-
mained. L Co

“1l1 think on’t, gal, ' I'H try and earve yo,
one way or totlier. Don't bo nfeared o’ nothin’,
T allow'ali will come right at last. “There! Go
;zp' staits. Women's counsel won't be needed:
hero.

Nielt arose. - . -
“Where's Archis Roe P’ he added, looking
about the room, ns if in seareh of liim. © That
bag-youth belinved handsomely in the ekrim-
mage. He fired thnt little binge-gun at the
rate of fifty times o minute,' For a spell, one
wonld thought that a whole cavialry rogimewt
wns engnged.” Niek laid bis haud eofily oh
Kitty's head, and siid: “ Lebt them ns do evil:
renp the fruits ov't. Them that do right hus
nothin® to fenr. Go up, gal, goupi” - :

- #* A :

CHAPTER XXV. .
ARCHIE TAS A LUCID INYRRVAL.
The sensations of men guilty of great crimes,
with n certain prospect-of suffering for them
gpeedily, way to some extent ‘be imagined.
When 1Ingh Bramble and Alick Harkep saw

taineers, hoth hfy their frgea and their speech,
they trembled for the reault, notwithstanding
the kope whieh the appearasce’ of Mre. Kin-
moutl had inspired. -'.l‘ﬁey wers astonnded af

. *Can't say I want to save ’em,” muttered
Nick. * They’ro p'ison eritters anyway ; and

the rendiness with: whisls ‘their stardy eaptors
came to & gonclusion. Their, grave’ unanimity
i '

.

the machinery runnin’, by . -

Do the faces you eee aronud ya look poods |
o that's the long |
traitor and a villain to let 'em go. And what-

never be said of e that I'm nut & true man to

Lhe stérn determination evinaed b{ the moun- -
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_wnrprised and terrified them, There were no
dissenting voices respealing the severity of the

yunishment—the only sibject of disepssion

eng the manner of its infliction. Impelled
by the instinetive love of lifs that dwells in
every human breast, they protested against the
deatsion, and followed up the protest by mean-
ingless apologics nnd threats, -

Blasimer remained silent. He relied on two
_things: ene bLeing a, deelaration “of his raulk;
. and the eihor, the proifiise of Mrs. Kinmouth.

After consdurable discussion, b was finally

g%i jed thng the eulprits shoukd be taken ont ju
ftont of the house, and shof. Thie mujority of
-$he mounteingers wished the senbence to ba ene-
“vied out immediatdly ; but Nick firmly over-
" gnled their parpuse. )
“Don't huiry 'em, boyal” he snid,  © Let
tem start fuir and squire by daylight, You
sean't sec bhe sights vow, [ reclion,, If they ean
" _ghink of suything to say te wmake theiy side
look nny beibr 0 t'other wo ld, I'm' willin’,
Don't bogrudze 'em the miser’ble fag-cend o'
time atween now and swarise.”  Then looking.
st DBlacimer, he ndded: * Wo won't touch
shis eritber in the-tattered clothes, beenuse he's’
a Uonfiderate officer,and no orime has been
provedsngin.him.  To by suro, he some herain
slisguiseto make & condemned diffilily, yo it
“don't appenr that he's a boshwhagker, in-she
sroglue ling o pillage and murder. I sieh he
was, hae should go yith t'other two, and no mie.
 take. We'll ftoop him till we find out mave of
kis shaneter, and qfrhe’s anything like a gini-
‘wine suidior, we'll freat him a8 a prisoner o' war,
‘wuil seud him o the nearest miliPry post.”
I Thd mopntalp-moen were sarprised. to, learn
that one of theie prisonces was o Confedernte
eolonel, and mest of them agreed thab Niek's
.policy; was' good ; but snmu.—_fag\f anlled him a
sy, and poluted to his diagnisa s proof.
U Whera's, truth in what'iyou say,’? answored
Niok. * He did cume-in & mean way, and on o
_ menn axraps; and ste erukln't be blamed moch
4f we shoald sarye him ag he'd have sarved ns,
it he'd bigen suceessfui. He wis o ¢ Fed'ral
esn. Union alligater’,. and all thiut ambergas-
e, 511ypp¢uit-icm“y,,t‘-u deeeive s nnd epring o
trap oi ug,, , JBub the trap has ketehed ‘his own
fingera, Asg-for these other two, theyire worse
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waz standing near Lim, with his little rifle in
his hand, T
“ Buge and beetles, and long-legged atrad-
diera!” paid Arebie, vaguely, N )

« Bring. me some waler bo wash iy fncel”
added the dolonel. * I'wm tired of thig filth.”
Arehia Roe repested hig not very definile re-
sponse. Niek quielly explained to the officer,
« Hoad's out o' . order,” he said. * Book-
jarnin? done it. Totelleck got stunned with
book:. Sich things néver happen, eept in the
cleatin’s. There's o p'ison ditfikilly in the rea-
somin’ fukilties.”

o I didn't see any difieulty in lis handling
that rifle, a Hitle while ngo,” auswered Blnok-
wer, sugpicionsly. ¢ Ha did more mizeliel than
any of ysu, That's a cnssed Yankee eontriv-
unee, I s’pose?  Well, they're a nation of mge !
clisnies, Les’em keep at work; we shall wank
ail they ean make, A fow more Bull Rans will
aupply s protty well with acma,”

»Little Moe spys there®s tp he no more o'
them,” said Archie, very sanely,

« A very pleasant lunatie!” responded Black-
mer, who was greatly re-nssured by Niek's de-
cision to send him to the neuvest milikary posk,
ingtoad of tresting him with the severity which
he had renson to expect, While his life begap
to flow on naturaily and hopefully, the spirita
of his follow-prisoners sanl withiu them, Pres-
ently they were nll eonsignoed fo small npper
room, and 4 guard s over them, ‘Two armed
men were stationed at the door, and two mors
outgide; to prevent eseape from the window,
which,, though some pains had been taken o
fasten i, was not-eonsidered seonre. . These pres
cautions. having been taken, the remninder o
the mountaineers, with the confidonce and In-'
difference oharacteristic of their habits, streteh-

gleep, with the usmest forgetfuluess of dangeTs,
pnet or present. 1

These arrangements wers, Lo Mrs, Kigmonth,
matbers of peouliar interest. It wae now four
o'elock ; egnsequently but a few liours remiio-
ed in which to act. But sle solaced herself
with the reflection that the mountaineers were
weary, and that thiose hours were the slecpiest
of the morning. The day would presently
dawn, hnd'she felt tho neoessity of rapid action.
What was she to do?  Thot was the very ques-

, 4ot Digger Injing1  Guard "em two'hours atter
-gunrjse, then. nke 'em out, and do as you Jlike
with ‘einy snd I hope the Master o' Life *l
.,}-(3}‘@9';:;“010:1 them a8 bave bad mo marcy on
‘wphers. - :
- Tghiall have no further nee for these things,”
ik Blaokmer, snatehing off his wig, and throw-
sing 1b-npoin the foor; then tuking off his tat-
toveil ‘sont-and trowscrs,
& colonel’s nuiform.

" 4 There! . That enda that business ;-and n

he stood befors them in

tion to be determined.. Whom should she trust.
for help? - Kitty, of course. It liad not been
long singe she hnd solemnly resolved never o
put confidence in hev nove ; but matters had so
changed, that siie was now competled to receive
her co-operation. While many others were
sleeping, under that roof, Kitty and her mothor
were plotting—one for love, thie other for snfety.

+ We must eali in Arehibald Roe,” said Kit
& !

cor end it .js] Doy, bring me some water”
,;hg last words were addressed to Archie, who

“He's erazy " returned her mother, quits -
startled at the proposition. o

ed themselves upon the bare floor, and wenb tof

- velving lighthouse D'
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“ Ho has Togid intervals,” said Kitty.

“ He will botray us,” added Mrs, Kinmouth,

begiuning to distrust her daughtor’s judgment.

“ Whatever you do, never talie a foot into your

aorfidence," . .

“ Archibald is ne fooll” reforted Iitty, with
apirit, i
miredly.  He may-object to sasisting us, bat he
will not hetray us.” : -

. f.[‘his i3 very singular]” replied her mother,
musipgly. * If the youth Las so much'sense
and acutencss goneeajed vader a garb of folly,
ho is a4 very dangereus porsen to have about”

“Io muy be dangeroua to one who is not
foyal, He knew whieh side to take when the
bushiwhaekers enme.
¢r, ha knows it.”

“You are a strange ¢hild !” said Mrs. Kin-
mouth, in & very thoughtful manner. *“ The

& House on the Binff is not without its mysteries.

we go on in this way, the Kinmouths will be-

¢ome histurical, and pass iaté romance and
song.” !

Mrs, Kinmouth tried to look inte Kitty's
eyes, but sbe skillfully averted them.

Clara appeared ot the door with Archie, It
was just what Kitly expeeted, | ’

“ Here be is 1" gnid ]\Ers. Kinmouth, somewhat

" eontemptronsiy. 1 am compromised to you
f.wo girls, and things eannot Le much worse; so
_gpeak to this poor Loy, and fet me see if you
ean nuatke sivthing of hiun My eondilion enn-
.pot well be more cmbarrassing,  if those pris-
* euers tell what they {hink they inow, The Kin-
mouth house will be no place for me, They
sk eseape, or T-must, * Matters are desperale
. With me, wy children,” :
_%Oh that you eould reeede!” exelaimed
Clari,” # That you eonid tnke hackward steps!
That you eould returs to yourellegiance ! That
you cuould forsake and forswenr secession Ler-

. Clara tm]i her stepmother's hand, and spoke
vory fo lingly, | C -
" The rebel Ludy was silent some moments.,
“1t i teo late!” she angwered, byand-by.
« Alick Harker wi.l not die witheut telling what
, he knows of me. Then to Avohie; in agentle

tohe, . My danghter Kitty wistes to spenk to
you, Jad. How do von feel to-night? Does
your head pain you?” :
‘U_feel well, and iy head is right,” amswered
Arclijbald. “Tt turns avound slowly, like a re-
voluihg lighthouse,”, . T :
. Mrs. Kipmouth leoked significantly at Kisty.
“1¢ must bo very plessant” she added, in she
same tone, “do have your Lead turn like a ro.

. 91t is very conventent,” l'cpjigd Arehibald,

gravely; * for I can see things without turning

wmy body,” ) .
“That satisfies me!* muttered Mrs. Kin-

“ He foughi the bushwhaeliers deter-

If you are a rebel, moth-|
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The * lucidity’ you have menti i .
b to-'nighb.y ¥ ntioned is not appar.
ble of taking care of himself He onght not ti

be permitted to wrnder about the country,

atone, as he is in the Labit of doing.”

Clari was, studying the youth with lLer large;
eves; while Kitty watohed the three. )
“ Avehie,” said Clar, *¢we need help.  Will

you help us -

“T'H get my Jittle rifle,” answered Archilald ;
‘ond $hen you ean kell me whom you wanb
hit.” ) ‘

* Btay I said Clari. “You won't need your
gun. Yon must help us by.ouaning, not by
shooting."”

t l-t’ you want euneing,” replicd the youth,
tappiug his forehead with bis figger, ¢ [ Jave it
here in quantities. It is cuiining that takes
enre of me when I am away, snd bringa mae
back safe by day or by night. 1 learn cunning
of the bugs, bugaboos, humbugs, and bug-
hearg. Your should sec the speeimens that I
find in my travels,”

Archibald gave Mra Kinmouth a gliries thint
made her feel nneomiostable. ‘

*1 find specimens,” lie went on, * in hy-roads
and erass rords ; in’ hidden paths, in seeret
ways; in old huts and eabing, and in bLollow
frees ! .

Mrs. Kinmouth's uneasiness inerensed,

“There are bugs I eall “Seoesh-bugs, that I
find mostly by night. "They gather i woods
and gwamps, and show their “ligl.ts in the dark,

eyawl into gheir beles before morning. 1 shall
clnss them ns gray Confederntors, and another
kind that I have found, the blue Faderals,”

“This youny peraon is very inoicrent,”” ol-
served Mra. Kinmouth, singularly- affected by
Avrchie's ramarks, ’ :

Clari looked at Kitty, and eaid :

“QCoate, Kit ; bring Lim 10 his Ineidity.".

1 eannot work mirneles,” returned the "'g'il'l.
.col_o??,g; “but I will try to lead him to the
peiat, b

- Lend on !” said ler mother, impatient} .

-« Archibald Roe,” began Kiuy?laoking’uie
youth stendily in the face, *“it is necessary fur
mother's eafely that thoze three men should es-
cape.” ’

“ Tt is necessary for the safety of man .
that tiBy shonld ﬁoa," he nnéweyrcd in a'a";r‘:tiigilz
fm;imrd manzter, ' .

ra. Kinmonth started, and kept her; eyes
fixed on the youth. ' ‘ ph hen oyes

1 know that they nre wicked and cruel,” re-
sumed Kim{ ;t “but, for the sake of mothary
you must help them away. If they
from the mouutaineers, theyyemmob esglpe‘i?:ol;ox
justice.” . T, .

* Keep me steady with your eyes, Kitly;,

-mouth. “Idon't wish to hear anything more,
’

v .

don’t turn them gway. © T i ighf ™
said the youth. - - i ey Bivo me hf‘w‘

I really don't think he is ecapa..

like the five-bug, These are 'gray buus, whish

'
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# I think they do!"™ murmurad Clari.

. "They eannot get away,” Archie went on,
eleavty und eonsistently, * There are guards at
the door and guards under the windew, ‘They
cannnt go oul ot the dpor or window,”

“ Unlesy the. guards go fo aleep,” said Mra.
Kimnouath, . :

“}'l‘huy won't go to sleep,” answered Archi-
kmld, - :

“ If they ennnot go through the walls of the
ruom, they must go out ab tep or botéom,” be
e, presently. )

" AL top or boltem!" repeated Mrs. Kin-
noubh. .

4 That will be through the floor or eciling,”

. vlsorved Kitty. . . |

“Or up the elivney,” said Archibald.

“ e is indeed beceining sensible " muttored
Mre. Kinmoutl, with o glanee at Clari.

% And you wili help them ~- witl you nef,
Aveliibuld ?” asked Kitty, in u persnasive man-
I A

- “No!" respended the youth. S

HFor niotlier's sakie, ArolicI" gontinued Kit-
ty,in o winning tone, N

© W Nol? persisied Archibald,

" Fox iny suke, Areite I

She feaned a little toward him, and her voice
was modulated fo a goffer accent.  She took his
Liand, .

Mra. Kinmouth and Clari beheld this scene
with inorenaing euriosity, They wondered that
Kty nd power to lead tlie youth out of his
weptal davlinesn, .

ile did not say « No", but ho sheck his head
vlowly and discouragingly. There was o great
“'Nol" in his thoaghts, . ' :

. I am very sure,” resumed Kitty, ©that you
kave skill enough to aid them. [ do not ask
you to help them, beesuse they are deserving of
lielp; buk Lo prevent cerlain Lhings that will be
disagreeable o anoflier.” .
¢+ Archibwldsface glowed, and hiseyes sparkled.

« Tt is tao late to think of that,” he said, with
sudden ficreeness, ¢ Many people have felt dis-
pureenlle,  The men: Alick Harker and his
lisghwhackers liave hadmed, feli. disagreenble!
Deatlyin any form, is disagreeable, r. Kin-
wroutit felt disaoreeable, twenty-four hours ago,
with n vope around his ndck, nnd the ruffians
rendy to push him from the window. And the
man in the walll How felt he?” o

He raised hie arm and pointed at Mrs. Kin-
month wliile be was speaking. That lady grew
vary pale, and wutbeted, half alond:
. -“This young man is nob mad; if he s, it ia
o sirange modnées” .

MThose who enter wpon o long road, and
walk in it, ought to know where it lends,” added
JAralibald, in the saie tono. ** Those who be-
't}rhjv, wust, in turen, suffer betrayal: Good men

dia. deaths fit only for mongy dura; and who

the mien in griy; not those who ride nights to

carry letlers £1ll of dvairoetion.”

Kitty's color came and wenk,  She involunta-
rily sbrank from Archibald Roe. Slie thought
of her midnight jowrney. Noever dil she feelso
guilty, and never did the yonth look -se ‘nobla
and so handsome. | ’

Mrs. Kinmoutiy sprang from her ehair: sent
some Bwift and terrificd glances ag him, trem-
bled, and sat dowu agmm. Sle was grently
troulded. Varions emotions shook her firm-
ness.  Suspense and soll-condemnation torbured
Ler. She silently elusped her hands, and wish-
ed ste wis like Glari or Kitty—luyal at soul.
Clari, though still laboring uuder surprise,
gazed at Arclibald with a ealm, lofty, and ap-
proviny expression. She thought she could see
the flitting figmre of Love standing between .
Kitty and Archibald Roe. To ler seeing, the
roung god smiled on buth, and she warvaled ab
ﬁer past blindness, .

“ 1 told mother.” gaid Kitty, eoldly, *that I
could rely on you.” ]
“So you ean,” he puswered, © for anything
that is right, but not Lo save trailors and asens-
pins, I Lnow what you, fear. I ani well ac-
quainted with the sireng molive that impels
you to make a requcst so mueh ab varience with
your ebaracter. The malive takes away the
criminality of the jntention; and the intention
itself falla to the ground a hopeless thing., IfI
were willing to risk my life, how eould I sove
these men? Can 1 ascend to tho roof, remove

Can'I go below nnd enginecr through the floor,
with & dozen mountaineers slevping within a
few feek of me? Yen see Liow impessible it ia. .
Alick Harker nnd his two friends must help
Lhemselves, for 1 eannot.” .
“We enn drug the men et the door!” soid

Mrs. Kinmouth, it a snppresaed voies =" ics

“ You may ) v
troubled look: ©1 will not! But T will be
gilept. For the soke of Kitty, and. Clarl, and
you, I will be silent. Po wlat yeu wiil, nnd
fear pothing from me”

« I, for ono, inferposed Clari, “hold you
blamelées.” . o7

Kitty snid nothing, but glaneed at Archie and
sighed. . . o

- ) #
CHAPTER XXVL
XICK VISIT® MRS, EINMOUFH.

There wns n heavy stepr in the upper hial), and
immedintely some ene knaclked. -Clazi opened
the door, and saw the tnlifigures of Nielk Whiffles.
He crossed the thresiiold, and hirnded a'serap of
paper to Mrs, Kinmonti.  On i was written
these words, in pencil:

¢ M RE. Kinmoure (—Alick Harler says he must see you-

He is very urgent, and it will not be safe to refuse him.
If thess lines should reach you, de not fuil to come te

grieves for it?  Not the bushwhaokers ; not Lhe

s BLAUEMER."

I

ghingles and boards, and take the priseners out? -

e LY
do that,” replied Arel¥s with =" #
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Mra., Kinmouth vead it very quickly, then
©opassed 1o Koo :

L DPid you read H, Mr. Whiflles #" Mrs. Kip-:
wouth askel. .

“Not & word,” Niek answered,  “It was
throst wnder the dovp, and the priseners begged
that it wight be given W you, The favor was
8o triflny’, wodd they was so aiencst, that 1 pickey
it ap wid bronght it Toem aa haven't long to

- Hve should be humored, when it ‘ean be done
witiont 1w oe't trouble”

Mes. 1o swh reffeeted.  8he teok the pa-

* pec from Kby, aud giving ib to Niek, said: -~

¥ Rendig,” N

He r-ad ib; Lot rather slowly, on acconnt of

 the dimness of the'lines. i

4 Do yuu want to see this Aliek ITarker lie
nsked. ’

“ No,” replied Mes. Kinmouth ; ¢ I don't wish
to see him, ualess —7

U nioss what 2" queried Niek. .

The July's eyes acarehed Nick's thoughts be-
fore gho replivd. Bhe believed it would be use-

Jdess to say whal she at first intended, and ghe’
disereetly answered :

. “Nomatter. The favey is past. I perecive
Cthat you are determined. Two of thuss men
il suffer. - Why stionld I trouble myself about
them? . 1 will tell yon: ¥ live a natural vepug-

nasee Lo deeds of violenee.” '

o “I know i quoth Niek, drgly. # Yon
Sworldn't Lave nobudy Langed for the world;

especially the worthy Kivmonth, O Lowrd, no !

Mre. Kinmoull’s teark gave ' friyhiencd
thump agaiust s fleslly bars. Some of that
soundod ke a guotation from one of ler lellors.
Nick, intentivnally, or otherwise, Lad’ touehed
ber in a sensitive spot. .

Kitty blushed, -Clari looked grave. Archic
mott guearer Lo Witky, and their eyes wet

i !Z;ilim a reeognition of somcthing in esch.
What was it?  Clar fnterpreted it, anid whia!
pered to herself: L4 ds love! T wonder if

- these two yeung people know jt? I'Iuw']nmg
haa' this grest Been a dwelier in owd house?
"Deeeitfnl [ty ! Cunning’ Arclie! What are
we ‘coming w?  Between mad youth acd
monntain men, we shall eome to grief”

So mentally said Clari 1o Clari,

Miss -Sally Dowse popped jn. Folly came,
slao, elose nt her skirts.  She Lind 2 wonrd to say.

. % Then she isu’t & nattom like me,” shie hast-

- ened to.adfirm.  + I bang "em all, big and lit-

.. tle, bayg and bagpage, horse, foot, and amillery,”

“Jey’ g eaif Niek. * Hoss, foot, and aril-
lery ; partie’luly the artillery.”?

Snlly glaneed at lim to seé if he was quizzing
her; ‘while Mra. Kinmouth availed-hersell of

. Lhe pause Lo romark .

“Do as yon please, Mr. Whifles.. I have

very litlle pity for.such wretehes.” Just then

ker. His condacet on that? oceasion had well
uigh sonved hor sy mputhies e réhels.

_# 1 wieh all the bushwhaelkers was as short-
fived a8 themn two,” added Sally, with iron ri-
gidity of manney, '

nUoma bo loele ab ye, straight and steady,”
said Niek; “you “uwind me of a nat'ml a'ng
o' mine, on my mother's side, who finally linng
herselt” bo n sonr aple-tree with a gkein o’ yarr
on ageenint o° being erossed in jove,? .

Miss Dowse bridled i,

“She was an ami'ble critter, sho was,” 'pet
sumed Nick, with a sentimental wagele of the
lead.  *Bhe was drendful attached & cats and
dogs, was my A'wt Cynthy.” Twl & lonse ful
o' that kind o” pots.  Kept a reg'lar eavine and
feline Dotel,  Sho hated hamans like pfison
‘enuse, sne stid, exts nnd dogs lived up to theiw
naturs, and bumang” duln't. She had a artifi-
cial ponil made for Ler pets to switn in, She
ienrped Lhe eala to hunt in couplis, She was
mighty fund o* Sketelr terricrs, cause the hnip
grawed the wrong way on thelr baeks ; and she
knit up the wooily-poudive Into atnskin's for the
Zoint Barnyards tud the Newlo'ndlunds,”

Bally turwed up ber upse, and Jovked con
temptuously at Niek, - . ’

“Gloey halicinjah ! My gonl's marelin® on I
chuélded Folly, who was delighted with Whifes,

“This isw't e thoe for jestin’,” suil Sally
Dowse, rebukihgly. ©Tor the lifo of me I
conldu’y joke when the eonntry is layin’, ss
‘twore, at the p'int of the brrouet,” c

“People hudu't onghter be ehiéerfnl when they
‘ean help it, I krow,” veplied the tinpper. “My -
unele, the thaveler, would jest smited yon; and
T deaw’t aean him, neither 5 bub my brother, the
Meothodist goesheller, who bLad sich a bearin’
duewn seuso of the univarsal regencracy rud mis-
crableness of this warld, that lie groaned with
evory breath he deawed, You'd ealkilate that -
fie hadn’t no' appetite te bis” vigles, and was
thin as a elarity “enk o bread; buat ‘iwant no
sich thing; he'd eat like an annyoonda, and
weighed nigh on’t as nmel ns-a "bull bufler.
e waz a sweel-lermperad eritter, "T'would done
ye good to heap him fetal 2 sigh, from the bot-
tom of his lieuts wp’ards, and sing pennyrinls
throngh iiis nose.  Hle was n vevivaler, lio was,
and ijfml meitin’ times with the sisters. O
Lovd¥ yes! He held seamp-meetin's in ) the
wooda.” o '

“ Oh, glory " exelaimed TFolly, unable to re-
strain her enthusizsm.  Lurdy, Mars's Niek!
Wish yon'd. buy mu.”

Sully aimed a back-handed blow nt her pro-
tigde, Who dudged it wishous theleass diffienlty

“ What you want me to buy ye for?” asked
Niek. . o ) ‘
© Cause I takes a shine to ye!" eried Folly,
daneing up and down, “Never seen aobody I
takes sich o shing to,"” - :

shie was thinking of bier lagt meeting with Hur-

" Blegged to ye, by mighty ! 'said the trap-




o el fhe moether,

" mucl, nd sleep wust be weleone.

"1 «T hope so,” said Nick, fervently.

. quite terrified.
d

c# Eknow what ¥ am doing.*

FE
er, comically. ¢ But it's a kind-o' property
‘bain't, a8 yeb, put much money into. I've

dealt mostly in {)e]tries; but_ you liaven't got

mueh of a pelt, 1 allow. A beaver skin wounld
feteh more 1 #ie market, I reekon,” ’

* Laws, Mars's Whiffles, could do y€ heap o
good! Could eook fur ye, and liugh at your
stories. Glory! I'd die laughin’. I wouldn’s
live four years.”,

v Y1 hain's gob eonfidence,” quoth Niek, turn-

ing bhis head slowly from side to side. -“ And I

baint the eapital, nuther. , You're a sort o

skedaderacy artiele ghat I don't know the vally

on. - Yoeu wouldi't like it mueh up in the

mountiipg, seuttlin’ hither and yon, ridin' o

hosgback, and eampin’ on the ground among

natyve Ingice” i '

“Hold your tongue!” commanded Sally,
eatehing Folly by the shoulder, and giving lor
B pinci that mede her ery “John Brown's
bedy 1 on a seale of ngony.

By this time Mre. Kinnonth was ealm, and
ready to net with ber osunl judgment,

“ (o to bed, Mr. Whiflis,” slie said, in a tone |,

that secned really friendly.  Yon Lave watelied
‘ You neced
not be astir for' some hours yet.  Think well of
me. . Weanny see elearly, anon”

“ '] take
your adviee, und go to bed,  Gal," te Folly,
“ ghiow me Lo a blanket and a pillow ; them is
‘all T need for a sound sleep.”

CHAPTER XXVIL
FOLLY DUES A FOOLISH THING.

After Nick lind retired, and’ Archibald Boe
had disappearcd in somae pard of the house,
Mrs. Kinmowth, crossing the wpper hall, and
looking 1nto a narrew and dimly-lighted pase-

.. oge, eaw the two menntein-men keeping watch
"&b the prigoners’ door. - She went back to Ler

roont, nnd sent Folly for some cool water,
While elie’wns gone, she touk a.bottle and
some glasses from the closet, and turned from

_the boitle two large glasses of whisky.

Clagi and Kitky 4bscrved her silently.
She next took o vial from o small ense; it
wag fall of a dark finid, a quantity of which she

_ pourad into the whisky in the glasses,

“HBa enrefn), matier!” admonished Kitty,
“I'm afraid you'll d‘q&aame—
iing drendful,” o
* Be -quiet ! answired ler mother, firmly.

«'T protest I fnjtered Clari. Thers is dan-

_ger i this,"

"« You treat,me as if ¥ were a ehild " retort-

work.

L wpald not give is. I will stupify—it will not

CRIE" -

& A over-dose kills,” gaid Clari.
“1 am: nbt geing to give an over dose,” re-

’IIOUNT:I&IN\‘ MAX ; OR, NICK WHIFFLES ON THE BORDER.

o talk with her a moment, She goodm—%‘-wl\wwﬂ

roceeding steadily with her |
“ Were I ignorant of the effeots of this,

plied Mra, Kinmouth, ¢ Leave the risk to me.”

“Those who take the drug will inemr the
riek,” remarked Kilty, who rogarded this ex--
periment with no friendly eyes.

Folly returned with the pilcher of water.
Mrs. Kinmoush filied the glisses with it, added
sugar and lemon, aud stirred the whele
thc:‘ough'liy. Bhe placed tire plasses on a tray.
Folly, fidgeting abeut, working her arms and
elbows in every eonecivable manner, watehed
these fina arrangements with staring eyes and
open mouth., ’ ’ .

“ Corey this tray fo the two men in the pasa-
age across the hall,” eaid Mrs. Kinmouth, ad-
dressing the chattel; “and rel] them that Niek
Whiffles sent it to keep them pavalo.”

# Glory, misens! Bhould think it micht keep
‘em awake, There's a right smart half pint o'
this yer, fr 'em apicee, answered Folly, grin.
ning with great good-nature.

“ Take it along, girl, and remember what 1
bave told you to eny,” added the Jady, with
severity, . .

“Bartin, missus! ‘Members cverything
hears. Never forgits mothin’, I doesn't,” n?-
serted Tolly, seizing the tray with an alnerity
that set the glasses daneing, with some pros-
peet of & siide to the floor. . )

T« Mind what youre about!” eantioned Mrs.
Kinmosith,  “You know what youll get, if
you break thoge.”

“ Glory, hallelujah ! il git that, I s'peet,”
snid Folly, passing through the deor, which Mra.
Kinmouth opened for her, and closed after her.

“ There I kelaimed the lady, sinking into a
chair in an exhwnsted manner. % That is done.”

* Perhiaps I murmured Kitty.

Meantime Folly eressed the Lall very
1y, and without accident; but there, i
willed it, she mct Splayfoot, whe Lad, 3
being showitig hetsome attentions. Hew, i

ly set the tray down upen the floor.”.
"4 What's this yer P whispered Splayfoot.

“Done gone if I knaws! Whicky, I'speet,
Smella like it & Lenp,” vespouded Foliy, in the
same Lone. - .

“Whar you gwine with.it ¥” .

“Tu yor,” She pointed tothe passage. “Iths '
for them monntainers. I'm to tell *em-thint fun-
1y man sent it.” .

“ Gorry mighty I" exelaimed 8playfoot. “ Teo
mueh dis yer., White folks ean't stan’ noffin-
like it. Why | nuff dar for & black feller. Don't
want to ‘toxieate ‘em, dves yve? Now you're
jes' fixin’ yourse’l for a eutin’ up. We fuush
pour out some o' dis yer.” .

Hao shouk his Lead, and Jooked véry grave.

© Whar shall we pour it.*” asked Folly, some-
wlat startled. -

“In yer!” replied the inventive negro, open-
ing his‘mouth wide, and stabbing at it with Lis
_ﬁuger’ - ) . . . .

‘

She did not quite tell the tmh, I
had already entered Tier wmind, *"Twou's do
bo take mneh of it, huugh; jes' sip a litkle
from he top, nig, and put the glass-right down
azin, Muad, now!” S,

Both bewz of the sama inelinnfive, farther
apgument was useless ; 5o they first tasted,
then deank. The” vaanimity saz wonderful,
The giasses wera gertainly uok more thaa lisif

- fall whea they wera replaesd upon the. tray.
Thay began to warm af vace.  Folly wauted o
gins  Jolin Brown's Bo ly”, but Sptayfort had

rulense enough to cheek her.  They sab down
eaide the tray, grinvel af cach other nr\d ab

. thie half enaptied glisses. ) ‘

w Never'll do to owry ‘em dis yer liftle
mite,” guoth Splayfoot, phildsophisaily,  “Aiu b
‘nough to do em no good. Might as well
Baislt it, anl git sma more for then yer moita-
tainers.”  Wilh these instrogtive words, the
negro raised she glass and deained it to the last
drop. ' o .

Folly made a fuint gigeling, and whispered
remonstrance ; Ehen snatehing the twin glass,
swallowa] its vemaining goateats with mueh
qurekling and strangling.

Thie best plane fail. " Taman calenlations fall
short. That which is purposed with every
augury of suceées, oftentimes never lLappens.

- The straight line «f seeming eertainty, running
© ‘from cause to dffect, threugh a series of events,
is sometimes the most fallneions and unreliable

of thinge, So it proved with Mra. Kinmouil's

© experiment.  The stopilying deug, by o mos$
natural turn of affaire, went into the wrong
stomachs,. and threw two chaitel-blacks inte a
deadly lethargy. Ieeling the liquid nscting
upon them with prest power, they arosesend
Way to a dark corner, where they soon

"De¢ame uneenseions. : )
Folly 'multered “Glory, hallelcjah!” and

gaid her soul was* Marchin® on |' ag gense and
. resson went reeling away.

CHAPTER XXVIIL
| THE END, : .
Mre. Kinmouth waited what ahe considered n
suitable time; but that, though' searcely half
.an bour, was a very long time to her, in hier
nervous and anxiows state, Her charming
daughters slept; or feigned to sleep, The last
- was troe, for they never felt less like the solage
of slumber.  They closed their eyes, their
. pretby eyes; but their thoughts were awake and
active.  They st so elose that their chairs
tduehed, and their four hands were nestled to
gether. The intriguing and orafty woman, re-
elining In Lier easy-chair, looked at them, The
tight was not withont its moral. Flep heart
was'touched.  These bwo girls, though entirely
oppased to het in sentiment, were snerificing
.. .

S
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. “Laws! Never shoull thowght o' thal I | all ‘thieir sympathics and prejudices to her
fur the idea jsafety.

They believed In tlhe Tunion; yet, to
gaabeh Lier from exposire, they were renaining
passive, when cvery fecling revolted at whag |
she was doieg. . Qught not this to weigh some- ~
thing in the balance?. 8he dared nof trust hee
womanly impulses to answer ; but ojening tiw
door gently, went cuk.

Sike walked direotly to the litile hall where
the mountaiveers were supposed to be leeping
faithtul watch and ward., No light was bueaing
there; but the dawning dnv with ifs misty i
radiation, mede the wen visible, They wera
siretebed vpen the flaury sléeping, their ungan~
sclous Lands still instinetively grasping their
rifles, whieh had inin beside them on many a
prairie, and by muny streams in the far-off
wilderness. : '

She hesitated befors advanelng ; then bearing
their heavy respiration, glided into the pagsage.
She stepped Jightly over the slumbering men
ey did mot stiv.  She felt hevsolf flushing and
glowing. 16 was n mowent of suspeuse, “She
benk to senn their faces; they were not so pala
us she hoped &p see them, but ved and life-like,
when' they should have been white or leaden.
Slhie deteated in the air no fume of whisky, ner
the peculiar odor of the drug. She said te
hiergadls

“'I'his is susspicious; but all niay be vight.
Iam so agitated that I eaunot judge calmly.”

She torned frown the mountaineers and .
loghed the deor, As cantivusly ns she pro-
eceded, the bolé went baek with o sharp click
that made Lhe 5Lel)i||g wntehers start. Brs.
Kinmouth gasped for breath, and stood p.':infullg
siill.  One of Ehem rose upon bis clbew, yawned,
and feli back vpon his hard eoneh, -

The lady leaned against ibe wall, quite fajnt,
hus recovering hersell anon, she yraspéd the

Lok, and witly marvelous self-ecommandsopened.

the door. She eould- see nothivg, ot fivet; eva
vy thing was vague and dimn within. The sreep-
fng light of moPning came to her aid, aud the -
ferms of the prisoncrs became visible, ‘e

A gloomy yroip was hefora her.  Wilh thejr |
firdas i thedr hands, Alick Havier adgd HMugh
Bramble sat pondering darkly on the fnfe before
them,  She tnpped softly on a panol, and they
leoked up with a nervous start.  She leckoned
to them. ' They arose at once, elecirified ab tho
thought of eseape. : o

Blackmer, though in-the least danger, was
the first to move, "The other two, however,
were sufficiently alive to the sitnafien, The
appronched Mes. Kinmouth as their guod nngc{
Waas it nok well to have a’'Friend in ndbd'?  Whas
ever anything more to their wishes? -For n
wmoment they felt the joy of reprieve. .

They suddenly stopped,  Mes, Kinmonth felt

a tonch on ber shonider, and toruing, with a
shusdder, sew the gnards stinding beside her, in
perfect wakefulness, and her gyes waudering

1

-
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fovolantarily along the passage, fell on Niek
Wintles el Mogntain 3Max,

H Faid baek, wen!™ ssil Niek, ealmly, « Come
put, bMrs. inmouth, 1t has todel. It won't
da, my kudy | Moantain men allers sleepi with
one ¢ye opens  Your drugs has gone to the
dogs; and nat to the doga, neither, but te your
elintels. Youw've sbhowed game, by mighty!
Lt it's throwed away on Llicse plisen erittera.
If you like t'otsier s.ile best, T don't blawme ye

+far stiekin® to’6; Lub Lhe mistake, woman, was
in thy ehvice.” S
Mrs Kinmouth toltered from {he passnge.
- Tive Lst venture bad evine 1o -naught, - Moun-
tain Mux fuoked ab hier compassionately.
Do mot desert us!' eried Alick Iarker.
“ You mnst and shalk save vs.”

What tie ladg feared was ab band,

These who hrd charge of the priconers made
an atlenpt to close e door; but Lthey pressed
agningt it and prevented them. )

Alrg, Kinmeath,™ exeliimed Blackmbe, “and
this-timme I befieve I have the real Mrs, Xin-

- cmuili—wlhat this man 81ys is rensonable. e
and -hig friend are comdemaed o dealh by these
Liseulnites. Yva gro ns common womaa, You

- arg riel, you are nesomplished, you are all-
+ powerfid. in your own household. You can
‘};ufm your say and.sway. We hold you to

{Ym:r reponstlality.  We will not let you go.

our old neighbors appenl to you for merey.””

Mrs. Kinmounth {rembled vielestly. Moun~
wiin Max, secing lier situntion, supported her
with o pitying arm, .
© “Yes!" shonted Harker. “Wa are old

 metglibors, . Iler Janglhter Clari was osice my

sweekheart.”

s Talse ] false!” said a voico from the baek-

round that svunded like au ¢ekio, and—and—
hikes thie vuiee of Clavi. -

" A tromior shook the nrm of Bosworth. Mrs.

. Kiumouth folt the thrill of Lid neryes, and kuew

© whiil it macant,  She kuew that it meant Clari,

., Bhe nasled Lierself: « Will not Clari be better

o than to have kim pass foreyer from my sight?”

" Her heart suid * Yes ™ :

" 4 Refuso to save us, ab your peril!” threstened
Harker, insolently, thinking (hab he held Lier in
the lmlm of his hand. - ’

_#Pell i, whispered-Max, with bLis lips
¢lose to Mrs, Kinmouth's ear, * to eay Lis'say,
snd do his worst.” :
4 She know then where her anfety lay. Tliose
friendly words rengsured and encouraged ler.
8he Kirw that Bosworth kaew all, and wag ydady

. to forgrive all—for the sake of Clari—peyehanee,
somewhat for hier own snke, -A rovulsion thnt
w08 stldon ag dhe lightning passed over ber.

“Is that the man wha was going to murder
fuy hushand ¥’ she nsked, quickly, sud’ with
greah tach, -
* The srng,” snid Niek Whifiles,®
“ How doro he spoak to mel” she mutbered.

L
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For an instant, ITarker waa. silent. e was
eonformded.  Tlis andacity soon returned,’

* Quee muore, Mes, Kinmonth, will you save
us

His voice was hoarse with anger and terrar.

* Ten minnges agn,” answored Mrs. Kinmounth,
with spivit, “ I would have saved you; but now,
g0 lelp me God, I woukl not, 3f I had the -
power! You lave threatengd to bcr.my me;
but you shall not, I will Letray myself. T will
confeas to these men that I have boen a seeret
foe of the Unien, and the willing isstrament of
traitors. I liave performed scrvices for them,
i the remembranee of which I hlush, thinking
Seccesion to mean Liberty, and the Confederney,
Chivaley. I am disappointed in bith, When
men stoop o beteay an ally, and that nlly n
woman, I donbt the Juatness of their eause, and
repudiate it.  I.ean and will tell more than Yyou
ean revenl,” : ‘

“I forbid i1* snid Bosworth, pulting his
hand wpon her lips, - -

“ And ], nlso!" enaid Nick. I do, gv mighty !
We know all we want to know, m’%d Woe to him..
as tellg us move " : A e

“You are dedeived,-yon Niek. Whififes, and
you, Mountain Max,” ciied Harker, vindietive-
Iy, #This'weman belrayed ye lioth,” .

“Yowre,.a {reacherons f:'ound " retortedd
Niek. “If & prelty woman like that was to
take up with my cause, and to help.ne na air-
nest and fuithful as she’s dons, I'd be dragged
to pieces by wild perafrie-losses, rayther than
betray her when my iteek s in danger.

*AhY that is the Tight spirit 1" murmured
Mra, Kinmonth, RS o
- Lotters and holler troes,, midnight journeys
gl gals on hossback, are known te asas weil
fg lo _}'onh.‘ lﬁo. you see;, you p’igon Sapesh, that
your Insk elangs is gone,” suid Niel\W hiffles,
i n tone of tmmistnkfblo ;ntiaﬁrcbinn. I ﬂ;i g
s, Kinmouth felt two other arnis stealing
Aoyl her ; har davglters weve gently clasp-
ing Ler, . ’ '

*“He'a right” growled Harker, diercely.
“It'a the Inst ehaves. Damn the Yankeds!
Tet’s run for if, colonel. Come on, Iugh!”

Tire hushwiirakers, made a despernte rush,
fullowed by Blackmer and Brambla. "‘f[‘he' atn-
tinals did net oppose lhem. They pushed
throngh the passnge past Eick and Max, and
grined the head of the stairs, when Lliere was a
gharp. report, and Blackmer fell. The other
two gprang down the stairs, gained the ontsida
dooy, tore it open, and bounded iuto the open air,

‘« Saved I evied Horker, - , r

“ Fire!” said o stern voico, - . :
A halt-dozan rifles answered this mandate.
The fugitives leaped into the air, and fell on
their faces, stricken by avenging bullets, The
clutehed the ground with their hands, writh N
struggled 8 fow momenls with Fate, and ex-

pired, ;
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Nick Whisiles turned to Clari and Kilky, who
wero yet etusping Mrs. Kipmouth's waish, and
said, preseully : ) _

ﬂf‘,' ‘!imru m:g o sich prople on airlh as Aliek

Harker and Hugh Bramble. My ulen have scts
tled their nocouat, wiieh lad run too long' for
the good of honest people,  Bul this ehap—
he approushel Blackmer—* seems to Lo livily
enongh. le's iy woonded. It was Archic
that done it A quiek eyo that Iad has”

Then Lo the golonel: ‘

T gay, mtister, Low fives it with ye ? ot n
eondeniied Listle guush & Jdiffililty—~laven's

o ¥’ ’
«TF huinz shot theough (he lungs, is a little
. diffienicy, L liwe ik roplied Blackmer, fiuiuntly.

“Onght b stand where -you was, zolonel,”
gontinued Niek. + Wouwve raw right inbs Lhe
daniror you's afearld of, - Howsomever, we'll do

. what wé cun for yeo  Bift. him- up, Max, while
I anbutton his zoul™ .~ !

Bosworth piacel tha weunded man in a more
coiiifortble pusibion, while Whifles began to
aet a3y snegeon,  Unbatboniag  the evlonels
gont, he faan i, betwueen 8 nod the vest, n wiite
ogbrigh fewthier ~unee white——but how sinived
with blged.  Kitey. belield it with a shiver of re-

. .Nick ewat.'ib .-‘ﬂg]d;;‘, amd ‘wad vndeing the

gres . ;
- e 86, Wl & loblar deopped from an inper poek-

e, He rdaognz:biis ut onas, and so did Kisty.
I6 was the swme she hul earvied Lo Lhe dabin
in the wols. The trapper. arose, ani silently
Zave it by Brs, Kinmoaay whio received it with
o gigh amd s bigsh; aad quiclly pub Ji.out of
hi%l;“ IR -
osworth, affepted not to pea fhiz latter or
maovemnens ’ ‘ E

L Siteage, nother, whispered Glar,  «'Theve
wiil saop be no wilresses ofeour Lrlef treggon.”

“Fhere'lk be Onel
mounth, ghineing unwaed; . o

“This former things has passed, away, I al-
low,” said Nick, with a serious air, and a;.'q,_;

muarmered Mus.” Kin-

proving nod at Kity. :
2% Doit't toueh the wound 1" gasped ' Blaek-
mer. ¥ You would oniy tortare me.
thrown away my dife.  1owas lgred bithertby
that dog Hurker—and perhaps, zoo, by ‘thoss

“ayest

-eessinl madugss, |

1 have{

7

"« Ha glanced fartively at Kitiy o
“ My fully e¢dls-me deapiv, No mora war, .
e mere glovy, no moeg love-moking for me?
Friends and foes, furewell 1 Lo
He - straigltened Lis limba, closed Tis eyes,
and did nofspenk aguin, allbough be coniues
Lo breatho fer some moments, )

#The Jast wlness Las gone, mother," gaid
Kitty, softly- e .

Tiie three womea turned from bne still aad
now lileless figure, with subducd and solemn
foslings. )

The bushwhaelers never prosperad in that
reglon after thnt winht. Niek Whifles and hia.
nietutain-men 111‘0\;@(1 n seonrge aud i terror Lo
them, * Thesg Lrave fellows are doing good
serviee for thie Unisn,  Niek las dizifaguiahed
Limaelf in many batiles, and had o great nom-
ber of ©¢ gondemnet fittle iffikiltics” with the
Rebels,  His nimue 35 & tuwer ol 'strength in thab
seetion of Missonel. He oeensjunaily turns'a
longing eye Lo the mounbuns ; bup ro wander-
ing thought can alizact Lis-lonest hoyt from
its devotion te Liberty and the GLI Fing. The -
star that new dircets his stey s, by day and by

“night, is ot Lhe North siar of the ald ll{'}]zpingr

grounds, buk the pole-glar of Freedym. |’

Max Boswetl Lus neves, givee that oycn[,fql
night, lLidden in the wall, 1lle bhas found a
pluce of sufety in Ciuri’s .riwvs ; and when there.
15 danger, she—she luoks him in! -

Avelilinld Roe bas'fotnd o« speeirion” that
pleases him infinitely befer than nny be ever
pinnud on enrds during his convenicnt pnd sue
Itig a indy-bug eniled Kithy 3
and report gAYE it there will. be a wedding: 3
Bobert Kinmoutd’s in just aboul o furu:igﬁb
afle ponee -Is delirind,  Meanwhile, ;Hitty
finds-lis © lneid- Tntervals” vory enberlaining.

Al gaenduppilyat Kivmouth'a.  Mrs. Kig- |
mivnth, Jf ok & Denrty -Uniondst, ot lenst sym-.
pathizes with im'\';-.; enusc, and sincerely regp tg
llﬂl‘ former dislogaliy. - Hee hushand wis enzily
hoodwinked, il ‘does not know the extény: of
hor complisity o dhis day.

\ .
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o bis fsmous ¢ Monte Christs,” no work of
A2ds great novolist hee produced auch s wonderful
sanastion. It is an immenss book, ‘Eveqeh-rter
s Instinct with life. Every incident is full of .
weality. There is not & single dull page in the
The . itNotineg : 50 | Almost a Herol:.
Tumaa takes up cne of the most thnlliMy foe- |  Yhis is ons of the -
‘“n-d “lln ::o wostd's tgiimir'y——-tzwnf n:h?ﬂ”a:adi;c partioulnr that has g e
il rwagyes witl X o mont ifie
Sensely interenting nd. It mgamcj.n absozb- Florvence Dol.ui .
Ing feacination any pages ever wrnitien, . ’ lel- A Tals ol

. ercy. B. &, John.
e Palnce of loe. . —— ) Nyver have we res . -
This is the lstest, snd, in the opinion of the highly attraotive, anc .
Wezisian oritios, the very oblest romance that Dus

he above thres . voin
e bas aver yot ponned, Owrtain it isy thet o bete wloth, af 75 conts & v ioe
v has ot app d for ALY Yyears.

Berford g 0-,
n&:{pi. By .hek')ds s
The Pliate's D

A ntory of exciting .
of startling pictares,
rifio interest, vikried

A WOMAR'S BLOTY KD 7Oy
the Daptha® will int -eaf oo
bub it tam disgustnosi - i
tender and delicate b
of which it trests”
nsture by the methe:

Ske Orange Flame) of, The Pride of the
Baakil .

{ FEE -
An sdmirable tale. Teld with all the briltiancy
il pownr tist have mede Dumas Fwognised as
W of Romancisis. -

& sew ook, by the Author of " The Romance
of a Foor Young Man"

Whs Marehionessy or, A Marriags by Wil
By Ouotavs Feuillet . I |
Tn this Book, ita uther has far

“Poor Young Man It ba

the intrigue and arimes

fair mistross of the Adristic, where

= for luved alirine the naked Vines keogs,
And Oupids cide the ton of the feepa.’

FOVELS BY LADY CLARA CAVENDIEH.

Whe Woman of the Werid.

A Iaithful caresr of o Lady Gay Bpanker
of wom=a, whe allows nothing te stop herin-her
qarear of fastionable folly and dissipation in order
% gain the Decesanry feans to attain ber sads.

"I'Jll| oy, tho Hesmarist's Vietim,.....
One of the primsipal characters, Mondl, u:&
st B el e
L) entlay rakl’
tun{-lih'-rﬂnu.r .

pathos.

The Count's Ni( :.
_ rengo. Thivwa§: -

Fanny Campbail;
OaptalBarenccccana. .y
Iunnd Campball, 14

interesting charaoter: v

ploits surpass in bold-

lant exploits ever oo
wisdged by all w
best_remsuntic histo

our Bavolutionary V'

s world renowns

- Fanny
naed prasing

Yhe Quesn af i
o LOWAE !lnnt?r’u Revenge.

This story, fraugl-
. Ilpauibuilgt:l. has e -

bﬂ, LHETRY

This taie is fognded uhon oue o the derk .
ions that has sver di tho highest
N of Euglish featiionsble life.

‘Murguret, Bareaione.s nf Miniver...... 5@
!hﬁ:!l:’uﬁu, and r‘.:h hsrdly  [ault in this
Ppredustion of Tudy Olaza's.
Falien Btar...
k. v.:a spresls oirongly %o cur heart of
- we cunaot praise it teo y. It b 1P Mussis in 1913
pussages of tariliing desoriptions and heari- -
“Rady Bavandinn’s Rovels aze wioe (asued tn tledh
Wading a5 16 conw & volums. :

R LN - L]

alone who kove esd <.v. 3

Romance of W . oo Hagiee.
Pier Horse Poots:c . ...

2 ihs e
PRE AN

FREDNERIC A BRADY'S CATALOGUE,

PERADY'E CKLEBRATED

e Sabberday; or the Idiot Spy. A

!

tale of the mon znd deeds of 76, By Ned Bunt-{

line. Illustrated with several full-page engravings
by Darley. The sitention of the reader is led to
Je daya of the American Revolution, when deeds

-of great valor, and heroism were enacted. - Saull

preterda to be an idiot, end by that means _gainu
- atcesa to the enemy’s camps and reports their do-
Ing to American commanders. Saul yenders tuch
" service in those trying times, and was selected to

* jcarry Intelligence to Gen. Washington § mounting

'the liorse of the lamented Ethan Allen, he gal-
by ' to White Plains to the camp whare Wush-
was giving orders to bis Aide.  Saul rush-

o the presence, and seeing the Commander-)

def, shouted, “you are s man like other
witis I The. chief liastily opened the dispatch
and a glad emile illumined hia eountenance. Saul
ia then empluyed on perilous services which he
faithfully exccutes to the perfect satisfaction off
Washington, who rewards him.  Sau! finaily mar-
pies Loly the untutored child of Bmathln, the
dread Chief of the Seminoles, but now the fully
- developed and educated women of civilized life,
Washington ia present at the wedding and thanks
Buul in the namo of o Free Qountry. Price $025

1

The White Wizard ; Or the Prophet
(of the Seminoles. A tale of strange Mystery in
* the jouth and North: By Ned Buntline, Six
filll jage engravings from designsby Darley, Tha
reader’s attention is called back n pericd of near
Iy forty yeara age when 'Spanisg pirntes and
- American slavers infested our Bouthern conste;
when New York Merchants, some of whon: now

wallow in their gilded mansions in our fashionable|

streets, were engaged in fitting out vessels to
catch K blaek-birds,” na well as ** green ones.”
hite Wizard is a Oaucasian, who is leaving

SRy .
ilizel] soclety ‘with his young wife nnd dariing|

“shild of itwo years. ‘@hey are overtuken by a pi-
iy venel, which pour shot and canaster at the
* mmall yikht upon which is.tho White Wizard, A
whell falls -upon the wife ard she i killed.
Through the #id of some kind fishermen he mun-
ages to eacape with his linle yacht up one of the
small tivers on tho coast of Florida, whete he fulls
in with a band of Beminolea, After cansultation
ke is secepted by them as thizir * medicine man”
and is pamed Arpinks the *White Medicine,"
They dig agrave for-his murdered wife bensatha
tall magnola. He carved upon the tree, as he
. sighed . Loat, lost, forever!” one word=* [oxx.”
In the moming, his hatr, which was a glossy
brown, the night before, had been changed to a
snowy wliite!
“The mirderors of my wife, seek my blord,
shey would vob me of my child ' eaid Arpiaka,
* They Lad better put their hand in the nest of]
the hooded Cobra than seek my whita brother
among the SBeminolos!”’ cried Chikika, * We
will go half way to meet them !  The child Ona

{a stolen by one of the fishermen who turns truit-

‘sr, ind taken to Havana to Senor Ribera, who is|

authorized to pay ten thousend dollars for it. Ri-
bera employs an assnsain to kill the Bsherman af-
ter ha departs from Ribera’s house, and take hulf

“ MERCURY” BTORIES. -

Ribera, * He waited for the return of the azsse
pin. He hod not long to wuit. In & very fow
minutes that individuel came in apd emptied out
the gold. upon the table which Fedio, tae fishere
_tnan, had carried sway, as well as otl er valunbles
found upon the muriered scamp, who had deser
edly met death just when he has consummsted his
villainy snd receivod his rewsrd,” There are
hundreds of very beautiful econes end lilstoriesd
incidents in this bpok “that onl§ such u writer as
Buntline could ao elegantly portray. Frice $0 2%

Sea Waif'; -or the Terror, of the Qoast,
By Ned Buntline. Embellished with ten full pnge
illustrations by Darley. This interesting story
opens at the commencement of our Americen
Revolution with Sea Waif being engaged, by old
Phineas Cringle, as the Captain of the Tyranni ~
cide, o privatcer, In his firsr adventurs he sinks
a British 8lowp of War, which is escorting s6ma
hulf & dozen transports, and capfures them all and
brings them inte port, by which Cringle gets over
a hundred thouwsand dollars pize money. Bea
Whaif makes the Tyrannicide the terror of the
Britishers and efier many adventures ia-taken »
prisoner, Sen Waif hos been picked up whem
quite & child, by some fishermen off Nantucket
Shoals und ia ndopted by a hermjt whe names him
Edward Ses Waif, becanse he ia e waif of the
sei. At the time he is found he floated sshors
on an old eea cheat, wherein were a number of ag
ticles with crests upen them, which finnlly Jetidn

* to his tdentificution as Lord Francis Bgerion. At
ter being relensed and exchanged he assumes his |
position as a peer of the realm, comes back to the
land of #reedom where he marries Kais, the
daughter of old Cringle and retusns to England
with her.  All the characters in this beautiful atos
ry have happy lives and it finally winda up by
everybody being plensed and satistied. ‘Whoever-
reads this atory will mest assuredly have their full
money's worth, Price ....cvivenniaes S0

Man-of Wars-Man’s Grudge. By Ned
Buntline. A romauce of the Revolution. The
chase—the fight—the baffled suitor—an alderman

of the olden time—the tory—love and duty—~mie .

tress and pervant-—hoquet—tete-a-tete—enemy in
sight—Cors. Bedford—crime and misery—fate of
War=-surprige——criise—— love’s stratngem—— spy-=
night scene in Phitadelphia—fiend in buwian
shape—welcome visitor—abduction—strange o
terview — woman's kindness —= diaclosure — cap~
ture=—~parale of honor—a visit—two villaing—wuos
¢ial dinner—siormi at sea——fizht—foiled ,and kill-
ed—five benutiful engravings by Darloy,

TiCB sassnnsnsubosasesensosbnns %

Stella Delorme ; or the Camanche’
Dream. By Ned Buntline. A wild and fanciful
story of savage life. Illustrated by six full page’
engravings in Darley's best style, The autheor of
this Indizn tale has been excceding:y prolific im
his description of sevage life as it is in our Wes
tern Wilds.  Thic in one of the very intereating

stories that Buntline so well knows how to wesve

the gold for his trouble abd return the balauce to

that when once the teader bagins to acan its.
ges hia cannot leave it until he finishes 1a:ieadin
~fur every page 16 & new scene. FPrige. ¥9,

EF" Capies of the above books sent t+ «ay address in the United Brates, fres of os'.tqe';
~ Bead Oash orders % Frodaric A- Brady, ublishew Ne. 22 Asnir Sireet, New-York, -




