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CHAPIER 1.

ALBERT UABSIDE. DENIB WETZEL THA 3TROLLER.

@6 ILOOK up, sir, ami show & more cheer-

ful face to the gun. Melancholy is
a very gbeurd thing 1"
The ' individual to whom these worda were

. addressed, turned quickly towards the intrader,

sand made » hosty and significant motion towards
.the hil of Ina sword.
& Keep your temper, ‘my led. He who

speaks cares little for the ﬂash of steel,” added
the man.

- 1 desiré to'be left to my ownmedxta.tlons »
repliad the other, sternly.

'\You are not over-courteous ; good words

1 Just’ a5 cheap as bad ones, and, in most
- cufles' much cheaper. TIl wager s half erown to

u.gMonnt Piilladere farthing that if you kmew me
bétter; yé’ur ‘courage would ooze out of your
fitigers® otids, and your lofty demeunor c}:nmge ”
oortiritted the stranger. \

Uy dedeive yourself; were you the Barl
o KHiit, or even King Edward himeelf, I should

not fear you!” exclaimed the young man, cast-
ing & menacing look at the intruder.

#Come, sir, I mesan you no il; smoath
dowm that threa.tenmg visage, and let it mopume
something akin to geod nature,” resumed ' the
pertinacious stranger. ) ‘

-4 It does not matter a straw to me whether
youmean me ill or mot. At this particler
timo I care little for the opinions of men. I
ask for no new. acquaintances. I only wish to
be leﬂ. to pursue my: fortunes ‘ag best pleabes\
me,” he answered, in a voice less: stern.

“Bit,” he added 1mmedié.tely, “if you would . -

like to cross swords with me, ¥ am ready ; and
in fact, I rather think that would suit me s
well as anything.” .
“If you eannot wield some: lmplemsh& of
industry better than the weapon you ‘Bponl of,
I'm greatly mistaken ; however, wa wilk no
quarrel about that. I rather lite your ajpgéar.
anes an&Ifancyﬂomeﬁhingmsy bemad*edﬁiﬁ*”




THE BILVER BELL

“ Indeod ! you do me too much honor !’f e
. plied the other, ironically.
* Not at all ; I.have a happy faculty of find-
ing out what kmc‘l of material people are made
f HE
¢ Ay extraondinary person, truly 17
“Right!” exclasimed the man, in a more
serious tono ; many pevsons call me extraordi-
" nary, and have good reason to- think so. - And
now, young sir, I will tell you why I have ad-
dreased ‘you.
stranger in this part of the country; for few
acquainted in this vieinity venture hither alone,
especlally at this hour when the sun is hiding
himself in the ‘west. Your - tlejectecl air, and-
moody looks, assured tme that the world had
gone wrong with you ; and your dress was proof
“gufficient that you were not of high rank, but
very probably some ambitions, though disap-
pointed adventurer.”

“ How very flattering the men is 1’

L Gently, gir, gently ! we shall know each
other snon, I spoke to you, thinking it m!ght
be very possible that X could throw something
in your way that would advance jyour for-
tunes.”

+ 4You appear to me like one who has: yet his
own fortune to make !” ret.orted the' young
man.

“ Gentiy again, my rustic kmght you must
not judge by the outside.”

+ *I only follow your example in doing se,”

“1 snid -something. about your -apparel; 1
adinit 3; but being ‘your senior by several years,
1 beliove that I maay safely éay‘&hat Toam a
Better judge of human nature.”” -
| o out short this conversation, if you will
show me thie way oub of this forest, snd $o the
pearost inn, you will advance my fortunes, I
doubt nbt., ‘hetter than you ean in any other

manner, "’
~ “Beitso; [am gomg to the Silvar Ball ’
“pad: will willingly be your:guide.

ot Lead on,” . said the young man, and ehe

 two welked away. together.
. "I.‘.- would be eonvenient, if' nothing’ mom,

I perceived . that you were a|

The young man ]:esutated a moment.

¢ If you should ever have cceasion to want'a
pame to address me by, call me Alberb
Casside.”

‘“ And to be equally cml I will inform you

“| that I will not be offended - if you shou.ld call

‘me at any time Denis Wetzel,”

While these two personages are in .search- of
the ¢ Silver Bell,” we will attempt to give
some description of them. .

The young man who had given his nameé as
Albert Casside, was apparently but little past
twenty years of age. : ’
ed the full stature of wanhood, as his goodly

height and ‘well-developed limbe could testify.

Nature had-by no means been niggardly in her

‘endowments, in regard to personal adventages,

although his dress wes not such a3 to set them

off in the most happy manner ; he being clad in
the habiliments of the common people, accord-
ing to the style of the time of Fdward the
sooond, who was then king of England. At
his side the young man wore a sword that did
not seem in keeping with his russet freels; it
being  eleborately ordamented, and he:mly
mounted with silver.

' The persohage who hed so uncetemomously
addressed our hero, was probably past thirty, of -
a bold and reckless bearing, joined to a sort of
good- -natured ‘and ‘rather obirusive famﬂmnty,
that was ' not exactly consonant with. the foel
ings of Casside, ‘who did not relish’ the- ides of
bemg addressed as a mere lad, without- expe~
rience or spirit. Wimtever his- life- and hmory
inight have been, it was obvious that he sneant
to keep it secret, inasmuch as he believed suply
mattets coneerned ‘only himiself. - Who: Penis
Wetael was, or for what object he was désiens
of making his acquaintance,, he was sab,l;mely
indifforent; for ho had reached a crisis ig; his -
existence when .ordinary ‘ocourrences conld, xiot "
easily attract much of his- attention; Cﬂmda
appeared to be in a transition state, -and anxions
o work: out. some 1mportan$ probleit., without
say officious interference. from the wmu&mﬂ,
the sympathizing. . To that.. ~plane. of. thought

tbm by what. Bamo 1o a&d:ess you ' con-

e& the smmgér, pausing.

to which he.had been foreed, by auaumut.;nqeu,

Ho had evidently sttein- '

. viors have fiiled. Men who have earned their
spurs have tried it and failed.” .

" the bank of ‘the, Stour, ‘with Donhead Wood

he felt that common minds" eould not a.tl;am ;
sed ho shrank from the curiosity of the vulgar,
as much as from the. pity of the more refined,
"+ You were over-venturesome, in good. sooth,
to trust yourself in this forest when the sun was
g0 near the verge of the western skies,” said
Denis Wetzel. .
+- *“ 1-se0 mot, why;"” rejoined his companion.
“ This is called the * Donhead Wood,” on ac-

count of Mark Donhead; of whose exploits you )

are not ignorant, doubtless,”” added Wetzel.
- ¢ T have heard of Mark Donhead, certainly—
the leader of & band of freebooters,” anawered
Casside, varelessly. -
" “T thought no onein this part of the count.ry
could be wholly ignorant of ‘Mark Donhead,”
continued ‘Wetzel, ,

41 have often wondered why a few men-at-
arms have not been sent hither to punish his
audamty, resumed Casside.

“Conld a foew men-atarms
think you, young sir ¥’

“With a score of them nt my- back, I wauld
undertake to’ purge the eountry of Donhead
and his villaing,”” added Casside.

** I shouldn’t be the one to envy you such a
commission. There would be but little. hope
of guacess in an undertaking, whete your supe-

punish him,

I should-desire no bitter recreation than
$o0 huat this redoubtable Mark Donhesd out o
,Dorsetshire, -providing I had twenty menmt-
arms to follow me.”. . -

“You talk like o beardleas boy,” s;ald 'Wet- :

ml, drily. ‘o
. 4 Fair and soﬂ:ly, sir; T am not very good-
tempered, but subject to audden outbursts which
are sometimes, dangerons ¥ returned the young
man,

¢ "Phere iy the Sllver Bell;? » rejomed Wetzel
w'oleasly “You perceive that it stands . on

directly in. the xear. [ wonder why you, wan-
dored o far from - the, direct road. . T preswme
ou nover travelled in these parts befom ».,

‘| be.retumed.

THE- SILVER BELL. 9

a stranger in Dorsetshire, although not’ famlhar
with all portions of i. I bave heard ‘of the
Silver Bell, I assure you.”

- #T can't dlspute you, certmnly But‘. here
we are at-the door. ‘Let us enter and soe what
mine host hag for weary and thirsty travellers.
Bit you down here in the tap room, and I will
speak a word to Joachim Capet, the worthy
proprietor of the Silver Bell,”

Denis Weotzel left Casside and spoke a fow
words, in 2 low tone, to & short, portly-looking,
bustling man, with a red face, and then re;omed .
our hero.

“ What will your honor please to order?
We have a.quantity of all sorts, sir. We keep
the best house in Dorsetshire, if not the bést in
England. The. Barl of Shaftsbury hes dined
here, and so has the Barl of Kent. Sir Hugh
Spencer passed a stormy mght here, a.nd Jrajged
my wine and the accommodations of the Silver
Bell generally, said Joachim Capet, apprognh;
ing our hero.

““You are too good, sir; T am but a plain
common person, and need. but Tittle. If you
should chance to have a small room to. spare, I
should like to, oeeupy it,” replied Cnsslde,
modestly.

<# Just ag you pleage, Shall I show. you to
the square chamber where Lord- Beaumont

| breakfusted when on his way to Somersetshlre ;

or ghall—"’ )

“ Bomething snug and comforfable is all I
ask; keep me away from the lords ‘and nobles,
by all means,”” said Albert, hastily.

“ Bring us a bottle of your best wme, Ga.pet,
don’t you seo the young gallant is dry, and hig
couutenance i8 heavy. 7" enid Wetzel.,

Then tummg to Casslde, he added i

“ Come, sir, you must drink with me ami )
quench your thirst, and drive. -eway that absurd .
| melancholy.”

Before Casside had time. to- object to thls ar-
‘rangement, mine hogt was on his way to the
cellar.”

* This wine has great age,” smd Ca et, when

-4 It haa heen. pmsed ¥ k-rg}y

“You are wrong thera I am by no mesns

hps, and has pov(er to cheer p]fne n;ost deapond

Y
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ing heart. that ever beat beneath a steel euira.ss
or & russet feock.” )

““Here’s to a betler- aoquaintance 1 gaid
Wetael, ta.stmg the wine. * - '

‘Cagside filled his glass and drank in silence.

While the two were discussing the sparkling
beverage, a person meanly clad entered the tap-
room. He was considerably past the prime of
life, and his figure was somawhala bowed by the
weight of years,

*“'What do you want here my good man "
asked the host, in tones not ety inviting to the
seeler of chatity.

“ A orust of bread and a .place to lay my
heaﬂ " roplied the beggar, in a treovulous
yoice.

* This is the Sjlver Bell, where people get all
they have money to pay for,” added Capet.

“T am old, and these eyes have not seen the
hght for very many yoars,’ cuntmued the mendi-

“ The . old stoxy-—the old story ! England is
full gf gturdy beggars; and every one has some
oxouse for not working like other honost people.
You had better goout as you eame in. I don’t
want the like of you hanging about the Silver
Bell,”” replied Capet.
1t Yery hard that an old man should be
tumed away ‘from the door of a Christian, when
the mghb 1 settmg in. Well, well, I mast
sleep in the open air; or run the risk of losing
my way in the Donbead Waod. May God bless
the'charitable, and proteet the needy this mght
and; ay rione of you ever know what it is to

" be blind, old, and poor,” added the beggar;
with & sigh.

“There that will do; now uway “with you ;
we harbor no cantmg vagabonﬂs here I retorted
Capet.

e Sfay!” eried Casside to the mendicant, ns
he ‘was turning to go. ‘I am willing to feed
and lodge you for the night. Come ‘here and
warm your old body with & brimming gless of

thig generous wing.’

“ i:'s a—}:mdly voice that T hear,” retumed
the's dmun, pnuémg apon. the threshold. '« 1
‘ would ‘that T cold let a Yittle light into these

*

mg'htleas balls that T might look ipon your face,
young gallant Y is & frank and menly ode,

Ytrow. "Ah, T was young once, myself and

little did I think that I should ever come to this.

Bat life is changeful, changoful ; and iost of

the living will find 1t 80" before the grnss grows
over them,” .

“Here is san overﬂowmg goblet " said -

Wehzel

¢ Tywant it not; ; it is not for _sueh as L. Bet
a pot of 2le before me and & wee bit of bread,
and. I’ll'be perfectly content,’ rejoined the blind
man. -

“ Bring it, sir, bring it ! added Casside,
somewhat authoritatively, to the burly and
watchfol landlord.

The saints bless us!” exelaimed Gapet
“ The gellant speaks like a lord, and not Tike

his egjuals,’ Perhaps he's better than lns betﬁn

ters I’

*“ Don't you hear?’  continued hhe young
man, in 2 voice 50 stern that it made the master
of the Silver Bellstaxt with surprise;

“Ag you will—as you will; but as™¥"$nld
you, I keep = respectable hoaae, and the Farl
of Salishury, and the Lord of Motcomba Manor,
and=—" -

“Well, never mmd the rest,” mterrnpteﬂ
Wetzel.
talkative,” f

* Not very well pleassd that his importance

should in any manner be lessened, the host
proceeded to pet before the mendicant a foam-

ing tankard of ale, and a piece of bread.

* Add a slice of cold megt,” said Webzel

I wag always charitable,” resumed D‘apet
t Nowhere i in England do heggars fare s0 well
as ot the Silver Bell.”? ..

* And srall eredit to Jonehim Oapet for the
same,” retorted Wetzel, drily. ak
s Wha.t are yon called 7 asked Gasside, for
the purpose of keeping up s, conversation, ﬂﬁd
makmg the old man feel at his' ease. :

¢ Where. T am known, T am caﬁe& St.mlh”ng
Willie,” answere& the blindbe

«And hoyr far have you wa!keﬂ améb“fhe
mom P )

“ Innkeepers should not be over-

. THY SILVER BELL. - ' 1

* This morning I ate my crust of Mot-eombe
Manor.”

¢¢ At Motcombe Manor 1” exclalme@ Casside,

¢ Yes, young gallant ; and is there aught
remarkable in that ¥

“Q no, certainly net,” replted Albert

"¢ What news do you bring from thence 3"’

¢ The great heve their troubles and aﬂﬂlctlous
a3 well as the mean, the blind, and the poor

+ No doubt, no doubt, old man.” :

*The Lord of Motcombe Manor is in gore
distress.” i
_ “Indeed ! is it possible? and after taking a

" hearty Tunch at the Silver Bell—the best house

in the kingdom I’ said Capet.
“ His grief is on account of his son,” added
Strolling Willie. .
¢ A good for nothing fellow! I have seen’
him often, and indeed I have spoken with the

~ Ind in regard to his evil courses;”” resnmed the

host, gravely. ‘
¢ Bravo, (zpet! modesty was never among
your virtues,” said Wetzel, langhing. .
# Hrem what the tenants of Moteombe: Magor
say ofhim, I should not pronounes him a vicious

young msn, 3lthough he may be a bit wild now

and hen,” replied the old mendmnnt in & guiet

ton:

ki He’ll come to some bad end, ” 'added the
host, shaking his head. * I remamber that he
found fault wm]: my wing,”

*“ Audacions youngster 1 exclalmed 'Wetze]
with mock so!emmsy

“But’ httle more wine will the young lord he
apt to drmk,g unless’ he win a fortune with his
sword his father has dlsmhented hun » con-
tmuod the stroller,

“But what is the cause ofallﬂns dxﬂieulty P

_ aske& Wetml

. #The, young lord was mpmdent he loved
one muah beneath him in rank—the daugtiter
of a peasant. His father remonstrated w1th
him in vain, and. ﬁ.nally wonk into.a. graat po
sion, ., tnd -a terrible soene, enauqd Young
Ethelbert was' firm, an& nilee]amsdl at i in all
other matters he was wﬂlm o, obey lgm

. commapd but in mt&ers ]‘)ertammgff’

aﬁbotmns, he' would asknow!edge no aﬁihofxty,

| Strolling Willie A mn, and who imows "bu‘, n
| the orﬂer of B’

but that found in his own breast. The resuit
was that Ethelbert left his ancestral halls to re-
turn no mbre. My lady, his mother, is nemly
distracted, and his sister but little better; so
that Motcombe Maner is a sad place,” answer-

ed the stroller.

‘The conversation was here interrupted by
the arrival of two persons, who seemed to he
» | men of rauk, although both were plainly clad
and wore no badgés to denote their degree.

* Mine host, let our.horses be well groomed
and genercusly fed,’’ maid the elder of the two,
who -was gomewhere between thirty-five and
forty yoars of age. ;

Ay, don’t let the grooming be clumslly .
done,”” added his companion, who was much
younger, and could not have nwmbered more
than twenty summers at the most.

“ Now how us to a comfortable room, and
don’t Xcep us waiting here for idlers to stare

at,” added the man who had firat spoken.

Casside colored and bit his lips, and Capet
began to enumerate ‘ the {llustrions -nanies that,
bad honoted his house; but e’ was porempé.
rily eut short, and obllgad to lead his g
w1thouh farther exaggeratmn. 4o what hp oglla&

“my lord of Shaftsbury’s chamber.® ' T -

“1 will talk farther with you in the mornin,
gaid Wetae), as Casside arose to leave him. ** E
bold lad like you needs aotive employment s
and perhaps,” be added, lowering his voice'
almost to » whisper, *I'may- know of some-’
thing that will suit you. Y6u appear like oné’
who wants both friends and money Na.y, do’
not frown and take it ill, for you may need mg
assistarico sooner than you imagine.”’

Albert Casside changed color, and there waa
8 shght thtqhmg about the musales of his tiouth;
but he niade no reply, and Capet eonduete‘ilhm
to the apartment, in the praise of whmh he I'lgd
been w0 ququent '

H The .saints keep you, yqung gallant and
mey yqp never want 3 tankard of ‘alo ‘und s’ ‘
ernst of bread » smd tbp T:)eggar "o T b e

and downs of ]afe, you may ehaneé”’to meei:.ar

ke]

mﬂ(ianees. 6 'm iny ’ha't% ’it
in his powertodo yoil'a good fiifn. ¥




o ‘CHAPTER IL.

:mm sn.vnh BELL.

?lxe sn;all mo;n whiich hat{ been, assxgned
: Gn.qsﬂe ‘someé' fagots were also blaz-
Mg npon “the (haa.r't'h His first parg Was to ge-
sonra the dopi',a b’hlng nui ea.sﬂy aceomphshed
fé; “the bolh wag fﬁn{‘. it éould not. be
lﬁeved.“_‘ He therefqme was obﬁged to’ content

mth p'lampg two lumhering chairs

ugmmat ts, it ‘such & floqf,tuon that any atbeript
] Lt would be hkely tb nmke conmdemble

. Mg then oated lnmaelf by t'.he amall oaken
table” upon which 'the hght had been placed
by Capet, dnd sbandoned- himself,  apperently,
to the same unpleasant train of reflection that
had lmpal'ted such a sad expression to lus couns
tenance in the Donhead Wood,

* Strolling Willis uttered a good thing when |- .

he said ¢lifo is changeful I’ 'he exclaimed,
ﬂﬁ:ﬂﬁhg his hand - hieavily upon the table.
s However,” be added, afier a. pause, “7 am
'young yet, and fortune, I have heard, is apt to
he. mbb the young. I have a.sword; it is
grange if I cannot make Y oy through the
' worf& by 1 my own exert.lons :

r A
M [

Gasmde dvew- hia sv#ord fmm 1ta shea’th ox-
amined its’ adge- atid wofkmanshxp, -ﬂﬁm

-fenced Foundthé room with it, in order Wa#sm'o .

hlmsélf that b vins yet master.of the Weapo

* "My adverse fortunes have not dapn%& me'

of the. poyver,{;o out, and thrust; and Pg,trg “de-
aordmg t0 art ;* and there are those upe il
bodies T Il prove it. My good S
shalt hsncgforth.ba ny. best friend 17

The ‘Joting ‘indr luid the pollahei

upon, the table beside him, and puthmg ki hand

benedth his frock, drew & purse from his doub-
let.” He emptxed the contents of the samie into
his hand. They consisted of gold and silver
pieces, with the head of Edward the second upon

‘one side, and the Enghsh arms upon the other,

and amounted in all to fifteen pounds. .

“A great fortune to begin the world mth
truly!” he said, with some bitterness of minner,
T Where will the next come fmm, i) won&er Vil

Ho carefully réplaced the moriey in the purss,

and returned the latter to the pocket of his
doublet, ' Casside sat and mused awhile longer,
and then, withiout divesting himself of his gin-
ments, laid down upon the herI prepared for his

TEE SIBYI. READING THE FUTURE TO LOUIS AND ISANDRA.—See Chap. IIL .




THE SILVER BELL.

abcommodation.- He was endéavoring to com-
pose himself to' slumher, when he wag aroused
by a gentle knockiflg upon his door. Without
liesitation he arose and opened it, and much to
his' surprise” beheld Strolling Willie,

. *“ Hush! spedk not a.word I”* esid the latter,
in’ » whigpor, laying his ﬁnger dpon hig lips.

- . ¥mpressed with the mysterious manner of the
beggar, Casside allowed him to enter his room
and to elose the door.

« Now, my good man, what do you want. »
asked our hero.

¢ I told you, young galiang, that it might
come to pass, in the order of Providence, that a
poor blind man might have it in his power to
do you a servies; it has bhappened 0, much
gooner than I expected,’ replied the beggar.

# Proceed with your etory,”? said Albert.

“When I had finished the ale and despatoh-

" od the food which, your kindmess proeured for

_me, I loft the tap-room and groped my way to
the stable where the horses of travellers are
kept. Thanking heaven that I was ‘so well
provided for, T threw myself upon some straw,
and s¥ould soon have been asleep, had not two

- porsons entered the stable and began talking in
low tones. One. of them I' knew 'by his voice

_ 16 be the host; but the other I knew nothing
about. I scon discovered that they were plan-

ning a robbery, and that you were to be the

vietim. Capet affirmed that he knew you had
- money, for he listoned at the door and heard
_ you counting it. They then armnged the de-
tails of the operation. Tt appears that there
is a private entrance by which' they intend to
onter your. room, about midnight, when you
will be most likely to:be asleep.” -

* * Lot them come,” siid the young man,
rasping his sword. ¢ Kt them ecome; ¥ will
be ready for them.” - T
* 4 Oapet will not come, but his accomphee
But I have not told all.  TIn the morning .when
you go to settle your reckoning, and discover
your loss, mine host will feign to be greatly ex-

asperated and sny it is & trick to cheat him out |
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of his just dues ; thereupon . the sew‘ants* will
unceremoniously thrust you out of Eloors

* TPhe villain 1" exclsimed Casside. . : .

“ If you will take the advice of s blmd beg- .
gar, you will let them rob jou.” '

“ That’s blind advice, truly P rephed Cns-r
sido, with a.smile.  ~

“I will explain; take the gold and silvet
from your purse and £ill it with copper edin’ h'ke‘,
this I have in my pooket,” resumed Strollifig
Willis, producing a handful of copper it
* Al this trashy stuff does not,amount to ﬁhe.
value of ‘Talf a crown. When your purse s
filled with it, lay it on t.he table, and go tobed
and to sleep.” ‘ ;

¢ I like the idea very well,” retumed Aibert“
« But T think it wnuld o best to put in a few
small silver pieces.”

* Nota single piece I"’ snid Willie ; ** besausa
you wish their d.taappomtment to be as great e
possible.”

The young man 1mmedlateiy proceeﬂeﬂ to
emply his purse and fill it with the eompam
tively useless coins, which the beggar had re
voived at difforent times ﬂ-om the han& of shnted
charity.

“ We who subsist upon l:he benevo]ence of'
others seldom feel the touch ol‘ s:lver,” smd %11&
stroller. '

«« Selfishness hns out.grown ohanty,” rephedI
Albert,

“ Good reason have I to know it. Now- ‘Aay
your purse upon ‘the table and go to bed uneoﬁ-a
cornédly.” ;

“ What will you do ?” -

“ Go back as I came.” -

“ But it perplexes me muﬁh to know' how you
can go ubout from place to place with suok
facility, your eyes being, as you say, entuély
gightless."

© *You must know, my young friend,  thab
when nature takes away one faculty, she gives
another to supply, in some  measure, n‘a pln.ee ”'
answered strolling Willio. ;

* Phere s some wisdom in that observaﬁo&,”

said Casside.
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"I can do many things, which some persons
who profess to have better sight than myself,
cannot do.  Ab, sir, nature is not always in the
‘wrong ; ghe is not always: a . hard mistress.
My senso of hearing and of touch is strangely
apute ; I can bear sounds to which common, ears
are deaf, and take impressions of objects arpund
me before other eyes have seen them. I go by
mgznet. sir—and what's more,?” sdded the beg-
& with pecuhar emphaals “I seI&om g
mng ”»

{# Instinet dogs more for you than she does
for me, if that be' the case,”. replied -Albert.
“ Remain where you are,” he added. ** I fear
you will not be able to leave the room: without
being seen.”’

« Never fear, gir; Lcan grope about strange-
ly I will go so soft]y that my steps shall not
awaken a sleeping cat. This is. not the first

time I have crossed the threshold of tbe Silver
"Bell,” said the stroller,

“ Go, if you will ; but be sure that you do
not Iaa.ve the inn till you see me again,” ' rejoin-
ed. Casside.

- The mendicant opened the door gently, lis-
tened a moment, and then making 2 parting
‘gasture to Albert, passed out and closed if after
him. . Our hero replaced the chairs, and pre-
 sently retired as directed by the stroller. But
he was mot destined to sink immediately to
sleep, even had his mind been in a condition

. ealm enongh to do so. Added to the weight of

" anxioty that proyed upon his spirits, and the
~ incidents of the evening, were the gound of
voices in an adjoining room, Those sounds had
been but indistinetly heard while he sa.t by the
tabla, bt . the' moment his head pressed the
pillow, they fell with greater clearness upon his
aawa ;. which ciroumsance /was partly accounted
for by the fact that he was considerably nearer
thg wall thut sapamted his room from the ad-

ing one, than in his former position.
ﬂusmde strove to shut out the murmur of voices,
forget his cares, and soothe his perturbed mind
tos state of slumber ; but the increasing earn-

‘estness of the conversation carned on within a.

few feot of him - 'by the nuknown persons, effeo-
tua].ly kept him awake. . Ho hod. no diffieulty;
in nnderstandmg that the individuals ‘whose

voices he heard wéere those who' hwd recenﬂy -

arrived at the irm.

“It was 2 darmg affhir, smrl one, whose
voice Albert recognized as that of the younger
of the two, it being much léss hea.vy than that:
of his companion. ;

¢ Most daring,” repheﬂ the other

““ What can be done 7’ continued the first,

““That’s the question to be decided. . We
will keep our gecret for the present, at all
events. T see 'mo good that can result from
making ourloss known: If this adventure dogs
not hasten the fall of Mark Donhead, T am na
great render of destiny,” added the eldest of
two. -

“ We shall have good reason to remember
the Donhead Wood.”

** To the day of our death.”

“ The villaing were bold, incle.”

* Had we met the rogues armed in proof, |
and with lances in rest, we could have scattered
them like chaff. * By 8t. John! T longto have
a dash at the banditti of Donhead Wood !*

“They may be but common people, and un-
worthy of your arms, wmcle.” -

*“ @entle or simple, I care not, uephew, 1

would not hesitate to chastise them eould I be

placed face to face with them, armed ag beseam-

‘eth a knight. I do not mind so much the loss
of a fow floring, a8’ T am angered at the audacity |

of the villains who took them. It grieves me
that half-a-dozen cross bowmen should rob’ two
knights of known ability.”

¢ Yes, I seo where the shoe pinches, uncle,
and feel the same soreness myself. It will be.
best, I think, to send a trusty messenger to—"
here the young knight lowered his voice so much
that . Casside conld not hear what place . wag
mentioned : but he instantly resumed as before,
‘ with an order for money, and a seare of men-
at-arms.”

.
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¢sThere might be rare reeroation in a hunt | guarded in our speech whlla sboppmg at the
through Donhead Wood, nephew, I grant. | Silver Bell.”

The suggestion is worthy of consideration ; but

we must strietly observe our incognito.”
-+ Pryge, unole, that important seeret must be
well preserved,'for in these days it is diffieult

 Obgerved you the two individuals who were

gipping their wine when we entered 1"

“1 saw them.” )
“T liked not their looks,” added the young .

to know our'friends from our foes. . My head|man, « especially the more yduthful looking of
is young and giddy, but it thinks, sir; it is | the pair.’

not, wholly- ignorant of its respogsibilities; it

*¢ And but little does he care whether you

begms to feel already the cares of ~** hera | fike his looks or not,” remarked’ Albert- to him~
again- Casside lost a fow wordd, ' gelf.

« No doubt, nephew, and when your wild
oats are scattered with a liberal hand all over

England, you will become a pattern of gravity
and wisdom. But I have noticed that “our

. worthy host is inquisitive, and we must be

Overcome at length by drowsiness he sank
iuto a-deep sleép, from which he did not awake
until the bright sunlight was streaming eheer-
fully into his room, in the morning. :




" CHAPTER TIL.

IBANDRA.

@N the day following the events already

narrated, a young girl of abous sixteen
- yoars, scconipanied by a lad of twelve, might
have been seen in one of the rural districts near
Mit: Palladore. - The latter carried o shepherd’s
crook in his hand, and both were attired after
the fashion of the peasantry, aceording .to the
prevailing custom of the times.
The soft sirs of morning fanned the brows of
* the young girl, and the pleasant rays of & cloud-
less sun danced along the grassy way at her
. feot. 'The - exi:anding flowers “siniled in the
gladdemng light, and joyous birds, flitting from
bower to bower, warbled their sweetest notes.
_Upon the verdant side of a hill of gentle
aseént contented fiooks of sheep were feeding,
and sportive lambs cheered the eyes of the be-
holders with their innocent gambols. A little
to the left of the hill the waters of the Stour
eould be seen wandering on -towards their final
destination~—the sea.
. Qome, Isandra; let us #it upon this green
bank of earth, and rest,”” eaid the lad.
With a gentle sm:!e Isandra seated herself

WIIRD ELSIB.

like to be rich,” added the latter.

“ Why should you like to be rich, Louis?’

¢ Por several reasons,” replied the lad. “Tf
T were rich I would give you money, and make
& fine lady of you. To be plain with'you, sis-
ter, you seem too fair and delicate to work with
your hands as the neighboring girls do.”

¢ Labaor is not degrading, brother Louis.”

* Perbaps not, in the sight of God, but it is
in the sight of our wealthy neighbors. The
nable lords and Tadies that we ofter see gal-
lantly mounted, sweeping past us, regard us as
the dust beneath their feet. And yet, Isandra,
in beauty of face and figure, you are not a whit
behind the fairest damsel T have ever seen.”

- *“Do you know, good brother Louis, that
your love for me has made me appear to'pos-
sess all those qualities which you name.~ < Any

judgments.”

“ It may be so in many csses; bui in this
perticular instance, I have exeellent reasons for
believing as I do; for all the young fellows

beside the youth

| within balf-a-dozen mﬂes are in love with you.”

b

“T have been {hinking of lato that T should

appearances, and " sustain ‘a reputahon for: wis-:

% Qabble- in . these mabters—gentle as well as

object that we love seems fair to our partial ®  dliosticoutss, black hair. * In her. right hand

. ‘&2 wenpon of defence; 4 va;a
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- o] gmi nobso vain 88 to dredit that. tale,”’
gaid Tsandra, blushing.

“ That strange young gallant, who' oai talk
#o: bravely, and tised to come here so- often,
onoe dedlared in my bearihg, - that your beauty
aitonished him and ma&e him forget every-
thing else.” .

Tsandra mmade mo. reply, bt played with the
pet lamb that had nestled down beside ker.

o T think that young man acted strangsly ;
snd I have sometimes mmgmed that he was
teblly some nobleman’s son m disguise,” con-
tinved Louis.

% What an shsurd 1dea. P rejoined Isandra.

it Father told me the éume whon I gaid I
siould like to be a page to some brave knight.”

s And finolly become a knight yourself !
added the young girl, sgmhng at the eamefstnessw
of the Tud.

« You have guessed it,” régnmdd Louis.

Yo would be much happier: ténding yon-
der flock,” resumed Isandes. But who comes
hithigr ¥’ :

s Sorhe wm&m'mg m’by'l T trow:”

" ¢ Ah, that's luoky I' we'll have our fortuﬁb‘s
told ; these: o} wives have strange pifts,”
Loms, engerly.

“They are mere pretendem, they know
nbthing of the faturs; the future is a lealecl
book which mortals cannat read.”
© «That will do. veryiwell to say to keep up

dorm § but come to the ease in hand, all like to

giaple.” .
Whlle the girl and the youth wete: spesking,
the personage referred to was fast approaching:
" Bbe was of maseuline height, dark-skinried,
wriniled nd boity, She wore a long garment,
meﬁhmg like ths' domino of 4 monk.  Her
head was destitate’ of sny éovering save: that|is
which ndtire had' bestowed.wa thick growth of

hie-onrried ‘astick of goodly‘lengbh but whether |-
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paroitly déigning to notice Teandra and Tiouts,
seatad herself exaotly opposite thewi under the
shadow of some spreading trecs.

“ Are you weary, good mother P inguired
Louis. |

- T have beeti” Weary many years, my o, »
returned the womin, guickly.

«You look strong and well, T dare éay you '
have walked over-o grest part of England sincs
Jou were youtig ™

«“Walked! how eould I help waﬂimg‘! §
What -clso could I do but walk? Watking is
the only relief for the miserable who wnsh o
die, but cannot.”

“ Thiarr youi have been miserable ¥

‘«Took at e snd see! Do I look llke a-
happy person ? ba, ha!”

- * You. don’t Took just nght ” retumed
Louis.

« Doubtless you lave uttered your prap'ha—
cios i a great tnany places, and'to many' fair
‘arditors ™ arid Tzundre, mmlmg '

*** Prophocies? yes, misy, and many 4 h’ue
prophecy have I uttered; it isa glft I’ve bad
for wany .a long year.”
~.“I never thouflt the future could ba opedeﬂ
to ‘the gize of mortals. - There i too muoh
uystery about your trade for it to be trie,” -

“ Nature is full of myste‘ry ¥ exclaume& the
sibyl, benﬂmg towards fsandra and. e]evatmg
the Jeft hand. ** ‘There is' mystery itx the wind,
and in the rain ; thers is mystery in the thﬂn-
 der, and in the aheeteﬂ lightning ; there is mys- |
tery in the wild “huyriesne, and in the daep
throes of the  heaving edrthquake ; ; -there is
mysbery?n the tides of the ses; and in the foun-
taing of ‘waters ; there i my#tery in- the- sﬂent
swmgmgs of bhe earth around the st} and
there is mystery enthrotied among thé c&imﬁ-
less planets. There is mystery above, aud thiere

mys'betj’ below+—on_the: eartlyiipmd in"
‘heavans:y. snil the sleeplasy Gody 3
mystery of all.” - o

The sthylla spoke with mpﬂszén&d earhesb-

g, way a matter of somg«'

- 'néss, asud ghbok’ har hbnd wﬁ&ly st she- vmﬂ;

01K,

The old woman drew near and ﬁ@nﬂ%fi i
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er, and grasped his arm, awed by the “strange
eloquence of the wandering woman.

{eze ENaRAVING.]

Louig gazea at the speaker with rapt atten-
tion, wondering that her thoughts should flow.
with sach volubility and force. ,

«T have turned over the leaves of the future
for many young and fair ones like you, miss,”
resuined the sibylle. T hate mutterings and
incantations; I never look at the hand or eon-
palt the stars. I-cnly need to see the tp,erson,
and it all comes to me.”

« Whenes comes it 7"’ asked Louis.

. «Agkthe wind whence it comes, and see
i it will panse and tell you,” rejoined the wo-
man, sharply: )

« Will you fry your ekill at my fortuns,
good mother 7" asked Isandra. o
Tt is easy to tell—easy: enough, young
woman ; it s coming to me mow faster than'a
cunning penman can write it, You have loved ;
and, sa the world would say, unwisely. Blush
not—the object is worthy, but he is above you

inoondition. Ah, it will make sorrow | sorrow
for you and for others.” : :

The woman prused ;. bub soon resumed with

. & start of surprise.

« But what strange tale is this that is breath-

od into my ear ; it is like unto fairy fistion, and
yet it is true. It is asan improbable dream,
and yet it is real. Girl, there is a wondexful
fature for you ; mark what I:say, aud remem-
ber jt when the time ‘comes.” -
¢ Spoak, and tell us what it is 1" eried Lonis.
+# Hold | the voico says no ; wait mlittle ; it
is notwise to tell too much at once ; but you
will ope day be a fine lady and zide in your
{  oarriage, and keep company with noble knights,
. and lords and ladies of high degree.”
\~ ¥, 1ike that,”. whispered Louis to Isandra.
" ¢ Theyall prophesy good,” she replied, in a
low voice. ' TP
all 1" exclaimed the sibyile,

ou | glory an

will wish you were ab rost beneath the turf of
these pleasant glades.” A C

¢ Go on; good sibyl,” said Teandra,

t No more now ; there will'be time enough
anon § your griefs will conio as fast as you. ean
Vear them, and it would dono good to suffer
them in anticipation ; for anticipated sorrow is
as bad as the feality,” refurned the woman.

T have a fow small coins in my pocket
which shall be yours when you have told me
what shall be my own' future,” added Lonis.
"« Keep your coins, child, I shall' be fed

] and elothed, without taking money from such4s

you.  Should you ever sce me hungry and

thirsty, offer me a piece of bread and a cup of

pure water, and I will accept theni thankfully.

You will yet wear: spurs upon your heels, my

lad, and do many a brave feat of arms.” ‘

Do you hear that, Tsandra? 1 ghall be
come & knight before I die.” .

* Simple Louis! the shepherd’s erook will
suit your hand better than. the lance or the
sword. Your armor will be of.lamb’s wool;
like 'this jerkin and doublet that you have on;
and your helmet will continue to be these curly
locks !"* retorted Isendra, playfully.

¢ Something within me tells me that you are
wrong,”. returned the youth, gravely.

« Yes, this is your lance, Louis,”” resugd
Tsandra, laying her hand upon his erook, * and

ﬁgallantk gourse with yonder peaceful flocks
Your lady bright shall be one of the’ meigh-

| boring; peasant girls, whose favor will.be a

branch of sweet brier, which you will ¢arry in
your hand. You will b called the knight of
the shepherd’s crook.” C S
¢+ Let the pretty young woman joke on,” said
the sibylla; ‘“her playful words will pot change
the deoraes of the fature. . . The events of human
life are governed by fized laws, which #ll the

of all systems are bound in their orbits by cfer-
nal princigles ; and- think you that nan, Jthe
wn.of 'all oreations, is left. to the

" .interwoven withhurman desting ? T huve suffer-

& *Who are calling you away?’ asked the
" .youth.”” o

E dor object. Farewell, childrgn ; T must go, for
e

Tsandra, tiriaidly.

this is your tented field ; and you will run many -

* prophets of ovil nover disappear when thore are

. coming—I'm coming, T ray !

arts of .‘m‘brtals. cannot. disannul. The -Btars;, . °

|and the earths, snd the suns, and the mosms,  “Fwordslike the above as she went

tremble s0? You see I'm nob afraid.”

»
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«She talks wisely,” said Louis,

“* At T not old enough to'bé wise? H;zvé

.E..walkédiup*and' down for ‘these many yesits,
‘anid cthought over theso.metters for ‘nought?

< Bhould ‘not- experiénce’ give wisdom, and sléep- |

Jess nights-reveal the deep and oceuls things

ed, and great grief sharpens the intelleot.”
The sibylla paused agsin, and falling ‘into
«reverie, took no farther notice of her ‘youthful

: auditors for some time. I
- “ Bhe mutters to herself,”” whispered Louis.
- The worban at length arose te go. o
~ ¢ They are calling me awiy;” she resumed.

- “* Ask the wind, as I told you before.”” -
o What is your name ?”’ inquired Isandra,:

* I'Ve had many natnes since I:was. a girl ;

. which do yon mean?” - B
“ Your present name.”’ L
+“They call mo Weird Elsie whero 1 am
;x.imuwn i bul; I seld_om appear the second time
in the same' place, and never without:a. ﬁa,rticu-

they are urging me away.”
** Shall we seo you again, think you 7 asked
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z'spmmqiknigﬁt 3 but I am indead” foplish to lot
the v;ords of yonder mad womian affact me.”

-#¢ 1 am inelined- to haligve. "
et ook [_e e:?e in her art,” e
* The reason is very obvious; people -

“T eople are:apt
:9 ll;elleve what they desire _.fo’bl:a tll)'u'e ‘];1:!;
00 N ﬂ . 3 . " ) - i -
cmo]:lgour ock is wandering, sir knight, of the
| “ And you are no doubt willing that I shouid
‘run after them ; for yonder I see your strange
lover—whqp nobady kmows,” answered Loufs.

* His name is Albert Cassido—if you mean
the person -who' is approaching,”  retwrned
Tsandra. : C ‘
* That cannot be his resl name—it mulst be
an assumed one.. It geems. to me that hi_s\viéita

| will bring ug.no good, ‘and I hope I shall ‘naver

e ‘his.face . again,”? added the youth, with con-
siderable warmth, as he rap to .look after 'liis -
truai,utr flock ;' while the young man whoge.ag-
quaintance the reader hag already made. (at the
Stlver Bell) approachied the rustic maiden, whose
embarrassment increased as he drew near. .

“ Teandra, this is fortunaté 1" he joyfully

clai.mgd.‘l “T-had hoped to’meet ;oiﬁli];yj::t
such a spot as this—where nature wears her
most cheérful smile—where flowers' are Bloom-

*“ It wouldn’t be strange—not at all strange—-
the ways of Providence are so mysterious, and
the voices speak to me so often ; besides, the

evil tidings to tell.”
“ Poor old creature I sighed T .
intelleot is sadly shatterécl.%’  fandm, e
“ Hush! hush! don’t speak solond. I'm

# Away over' mountain, away :aver moor,
To many a glen I've ne'er travelled befo;'e ;
No rest for Weird Elsie, no home for the pt;or »

} The sibylls walked rapidly awsy, chenting

< Well, she’s gone,” said Louis, « and lo:
us fo think of our fortunes. What makes you

ing—-birds singing—soft breezes blowing, and

delightful vef'dura springing up at’every step.
Buch & morning as this,’ and such o balmy at-

mosphere, are enough to tempt one to i
gorrows.”’ e forge hls

Isandra hed arisen when Albert began to ad-

dress her ; ‘but-taking her hand he begged her
to be seated again upon the
then sat down beside her.

grassy bank, and

““When we last met and parted,” Albert, I

prayed that we might never meet apain,” sai
the girl, earneatly. g mid

““And why did you frame sueh a cruel peti-

tion 7 asked Casside, with a melancholy smile,

** Because I had a thought that it might avert

some great ovil i i ing,” g
gome. lfl'e ovil fhat is 1mpendm{g, * paid-

“That’s because you are to be a booted and
2 .

Bpeak, and let me Enow all;”’

“You are unhappy j., What froubles you's

¥
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. #¢ Alas; ‘what ‘ean Izsay! 1 fiar -thicse - mld
hopes of ours will never berealized. T am bt
wigimple girl, the daughter of ‘a poorfpeasant
w]nle you—you seem to be abové mie‘in con-
5!
‘¢ Am T not olpd - bbe garb of ‘the common
-people? Is notmy apeach plam, -and my man-
-pers simple ¥
% You strive.to malie’ ‘your spaech plain, and
“your menners simple ; “ut; ‘vecasionally you rise
~far dbove plainness and s]mphmtry, ‘and -then I
tremble lest you aré deceiving me.”

By this plonsant sunshine ‘which streams
into the heart, as if to admonish us to trath;
by these fragrant flowers, whose odors seem to
invite the ‘soul to purity; by these dellying
wrinds, whose brief, fitful respirations tell us'of

. 4he brevity of human Iife ; by these green grasses
at our feet, ‘which will one day grow over us;
by all the beautiful and sacred things in nature,
T solemoly sweer to esteom and love you, while
my being is animated with a-single pulse of life.
1 care nothing for relative conditions; recipro-
vames of sentinient aresublimely independent of
mt the world cells inequality in ciroum-

- stanees,” said Albert, with much enthusiasm.

Tho fair and ingenuous Isandra looked into
. her lover's face and smiled ; his evident -gins

cerity had chesed avay & portion of her sadness.

** Yo say that T sometimes appear other than
what my externsls indieate,” added Casside.
T ould, with truth, make the same declaration
in regard to you ; for instance, yourlanguage
is Tanch’better than that of the peasnntly‘ of these
rural districts; your sentiments slmpmse 08,
and your beauty mekes me adore you.”

“How and when shall this wild dresm "for-
minate ! éxclaimed Tsandra, covering her fave
with her hands. “ ¥ see a dizzy gulfbefore me ;
@ tarrible phantom stares' me in the face; an
frregistible fate is deagging me whither I would
not. My father is poer; he Joves gold; he is
gordid ; he is already urging me to a wmarriage
which will make me hopelessly wretched. Tt is
this that fills me’ thh dread and émbitters my
hfe.”” - .

"+ Fate ‘mocks at our efforts to e ‘happy !”
eried the young mon, deeply moved..

Tsandra wept in silénce.

“ But T will protect you from tlns msery ;

T will thwart this. vllla.ny P’ added Albert, ‘

energetzenlly
 No more-—we aTe observed I said Isan
dra, in a low voice.

Casside looked up and pereelved two persons

approaching.

* +be a knight of some consequence ; and a little
" in the rear followed his squire, beanng his armor
*+ and his Jance.

. bt the mind of the youth was so much pre-

CHAPTER 1V.

THE ENIGHT. THE RENCONTRE.

THE individuals l‘eferred to were on horse-

back, and turning’ somewhat from their i

way they drew near to Albert and Isandra.
The person who rode in advance appeared _to

_ % He eits well in his saddle, but methinke he
oarrieth himself proudly,” observed Gassnie,
his fair companion.

Louis, who had returned from lookmg after
“his flock, regarded the approach of the knight
with enthusinstic interest,

* You are thinking of the spurs that Waeird
Hlsie promised you?” said Isandre, playfully ;

ooeupied with his own thought, that he ‘made
nmo rejoinder to the géutle sarcasm of his sister.
“‘ Has be the promise of knighthood 7 acked
Albert, smiling pensively as he looked at the
thoughtful countenance of the Jad.
** He hath indeed,” she replid.
. ** As much a3 you bave the promise of bemg
" 3 fine Jady " retorted Louis,

joinder, and gaid quickly in reply to the inquir
ing looks of Albert :

“The idle tales of a strolling prophetess—
Weird Elsie.””-

By this time the knight had reached the spot

near the age of Cawide, and about the spme
gize, with the exception, perbeps, that ke was
to | somewhat more slightly formed, lacking the fult
development of musole that characterized oyr
hero. e was richly attired, and judging by
hig haughty air, seemed to attach no diminutive
idea to his own importance.

* Good youth,” he said, addressmg Alhert
“can you dmact me the way to Motcombe
Manor?”

 Rotara to the road you have left, a.ml yon
eannot fail to find what you seck,” answmd
Cassida,

*« Ah, what have we bere 7 exclaimed ‘the
eavaher, ag his eyes rested upon the face of
Isandra,

N otlung that meed attract the attention of
a courteous knight,”” added Albert.

w

The rustio maiden blushed doeply at: this ro-

“Be quiet, simple ynnth I” smd the Jnight,,

whero the parties stood. He was, appatently, *
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_with-a frown. * Upon my knightly honor,
here is rare beauty,” he resumed. **Here i
& pretty flower shedding its fragrance upon ilk

: mannared clowns. Come, fair shepherdeas,
what may I call you?”

“Ysondra turned towards Loms and made no
reply.

+ Both fair and modest,” added the cavalier,
with & laugh,

4 Bir knight, resume your journey and lesve
us, simple peopls, to our own enJoyments ” gaid

asside.

* Silence, hold varlet!” eried the ecavalier.
¢ Tt pleaseth me to talk with the maiden, and
the matter concerneth you not. Think yourself
luncky, if you escape without personal chastise-
ment. Now, sweet shepherdess, Iet me hear
thy voice ; T would know if it be as ' gweet 48
thy looks. g

“ Lot us leave this spot,”” said Albert ad-
dressing Isandra.

: *Tmost chastise this.insolent hindl!” ex-

“elaited the kmght unsheaﬁhmg his sword and
urging his horse to, the side of Albert. X
vannot d.lsgra.ce thix good woapon. by aheddmg

. thy base born blood, hub aneordmg to knightly
gaagg, 1 may ;ﬁnke suéh as thee w1th anytbmg
Jbutbits pﬂge"’ ‘

h'h hf;ed hls awurd to ?nt hls threat
jon, but qmokns though Ossside
% ‘

wn- weapon ot the
and &ma'.:méd him in a moment

g%n oavalier grew rec'l w1t.11 shs.me ‘and ‘vezation, -
.gn&qnglle& to his aquuel fi°. bnng hm; his. Jance.

“Sa’ stout ashen' handle ; but in this he " was 0o
safu‘l than in. the ﬁrst. atbempﬁ ;, our

B f(i_u'lqkly knoe ed the weapon ftom his grasp,
a,'nd gavo him a ﬂ’ﬁaggenng blow upon the head.

'J.‘he kmght was now ready to choke thh in-

Q"ih ion ;  for 5 low from Y sxmple peasa.nt he

ered a foul affront.
“ Land me, your sword, my fnen& nm?l I
1l mike a0, eip ple qf t.hls feﬂow,‘” he gaid to [
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the memory of your gallant deeds, if you shed -
the blood of this peasant.”

T gare not—1I care not 1" he eried, leaping
from hishorse. 'The squire gave him his sword
a5 desired, and Albert availed himéelf of the one
which waa lying upon the ground. ‘

Isandra stood pale and mute with fear, while
Casside awaited calmly the attack of the -en-
raged cavalier, who was anticipsting an easy
and speedy victory. But he was doomed to a
bitter disappointmenf. Our hero met hig furi-
ous onset with skill and doolness, baffling all
hig mad efforts fo give him a mortal thrust.
The squire watched the progress of bhe contest
with undisguised wonder.

““ He handles it well—aﬂmmably,

The countenance of Casside during the cons
best wore a calm and contemptuous smile. At
first he acted onIy on the defensive, and seem-
ed great.ly to enjoy the dlsappomtment .and
!mpotent chaﬁngs of his antagomst bqt ab
Jength, hio Hegan.to act on the offensive,”hnd
before_ ten seconds had elapsed aga.m dlsarmed

‘]]lS assaglant " .

You are at. my merey,” said.. Gass:de, plae-
ing the point of his sword to ‘his breast; “imt

and in fubure be more courteous to strangers ”
" 4 Mount, and let ud-be off, in the vu'gm s
name! you ean’ perhaps settle’ this matte:
some, future tlme, forT doubt ot you wxll.g.ga.m
hiear of this person 17" exalmmed the aquu-e )

- The kmight got on "horseback mthout 8 ‘yord
of reply. Albert gave the' sword to ‘L uas, who
handed it to the squire, with f.he lan 8, _,'.[319
cavaliers then moved amy, and ) “the. - fyuire
pasae& Cassuie, he said oo low vome C
' “Yo gm&n, you héve done a.
‘thing. I,;:»u have morta]ly oﬂ‘en&e&' "

Lord Spenoer—tlm son of S:r \

This piecd of information d.ul
proﬂuce that degnq “of a.stonmfgm
Bguire evﬂenﬁy expectqﬂ Yo see

| but Wﬁbp‘lﬁ‘- pansglg ta 8oy mﬁhzn?mom? '.iie

) ‘“‘Bemember mykiaiﬂ% thiat it will tarnish

‘Toda’ aﬂer“’hls masfer.

. during the last few momants

~ whiat'his “opinion is; whethér it be mdeed 50

*The fellow has used that weapon before 1" -
he mnttered
to0 well for my lord’s good.”

I give you your life without the aakmg igo,

. dgﬁilhter, lot us getum to the cettage,” mphed

|

’ That was gallantly. doye!?: qmd Louis,
whose respect for Albert lm.d greatly mqreased

o Upiue]q hour | nnfortnnata eventl you
haye,.in protecting me, brought eertam destrue-.
tion upo;x yourself I’’ exolaimed Tsapdra, ¢ Sir
Hugh Spencer, I have heard my § ther sa.jr, is
very ‘powerful with the king.” =

"'+ Foar not,” raplied Albert ; “in proteéting
you from insult, T would oross swords wmh the
kmg bimgelf.” ' ‘

i My father ‘comes this way; we will hear

dangerous a thing to dlsarm an insolent Inight,”
said Loms ]
A tall, mtddIe—aged man, of not very pre-

possessing exterior, approached ‘the partles I
- the'face'is’ an indéx to the charatter, a very
. high: éitimate could not be attached to that of

Poter Vidal, Tsandra’s father.. Oisside had
son him but a few times ; and badinever been
favorably n.npreased mth his moral warth for
sordid avarice was indelibly writben. upon avery
féabkre. He bowetl coldly to ofir hero and lis-
tengil su]lenly o the sborjr of what had _]ﬂst
tronspired. *

74 8o, you have oﬁ'ended the gon of Sir Hugh
Spenuer, young man ?° he gaid, with. a sarcas-
tib-amile.,” <My - figry youth; - your head i’
worth a florin.:
king of England though E&ward t.he seeond mts
upef the throne.” .+ -

« *t But he saved me from msnlt father, aaid
Iss.ndm, timidly. .

“That was all ‘vory well, and I am much
opliged to him. T hope he will get bappily out
of* the,. mnplea.sant- business, 1. advise him to
loave Fngland. as soon as possible. Qome,

0o .Fﬁy rqquu'es that you should ask the
youn iman to go. with us ]m hag rendgred an
important servwe,” wh:apere& Isandra

Ag if half ashamed of his lll-nature, Vidal
paused ang asked Albert to accompeny them ;
but perceiving that his consent to this propusx-

Sir Hugh Speinder is-in reality |
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held it,'and bidding zdieu to Tsandra,: walked
away towards Donhead Wood,, . . .

Having entered the foms;, the ﬂmg oh,agfg he
beheld was. Denis Wetzel, He was: dressed iy
the same manner as on the previous night, and,
a heavy sword hung at his side. He manifested
some-surprise at seeing Gassuie, and l:mghmgly
mqmred if he intended to take up } lns resnclence
in that dangerous region.

Albert replied that ho had laid no plans for
the future’; that for the presenl; all placas were
the sarie to him. .

« How like you our host of the Silver Bell P
asked Wetzel.

“IfI wanbed a scou,ndrel I s!:ould know
where to find one,” was the reply .
* Ahl have you discovered his tricks so soon ?1
Strolling Willie fold me f.here Was 50me '¢ause
of offence between ypu this morning.”

“ He stole my purse ; thal: wag all ” )

4 And you_:, ' P

" % Qlame very nesr strangling himi.”’ ‘:' ‘
* ¢ A resolute youth [ -
_“Bah! thatisa slight thing.”

*You suit me better and better i AR

 Well, the good will of ‘even Denis " Wotzel
may-be preforable to hig hatred.’ S

“ Poasibly I said Wetael, euloring :mrl
biting his lips.

“1 wish "you- good day,” adde& Gassude,:
moving away. '
* Not'so fast, young man ; let us talk dver:
matters that concérn us both.”? - . !

-4 You ean tallk of nothing that conceris me,
certainly,” returned our hero, somiewhat loftily: ;-
"¢ Don’t be too confidént ; we'shall see. I:
‘shall have to be plain- w:th you. -And in'thet
first place T must adk if ‘you will' keep, fofever ‘
and » day, what shall pass- betwaen us’ here lﬁl
this forest, a‘secret ¥% - .

sT haye not’the legst. ob;ectmnto tlmt » g
awered the young man, cardffssly. = ¢ ., .
“V¥ery ‘well; I will take your word. 'y Ba
not offended at what I. am. about o say(“ you
have seen hetter days I

[ ‘We}_l » . .

tion was by no means wanted, he prudently with-

5

* You are poor.”™
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 Odaside ootorell 7
“You aze, at préne:iﬁ ¥ ﬂeady adVéﬂt‘nrer »

" Odids seb'his' Yoot Tind togethet, aind His|
ﬁaﬂedﬁsﬁ g’khcas at Doniis Wetzel ; who

it ealinly on; without heéding the stormy ap
sibanne of his auditor. - -

%Yo are suffering’ some deep’ disappoint-
But I cin.

ment, and know nob what bo do.
tell you., I know of u profesmon in which you
oan not oiﬂy anqulre fortune and renown, but
also punish your enemies.’
& Is it an_honorable profession ' ?” )
4Tt is the profession of arms.”

. * Under what leader 2’

"% You, have heard hls na.me oﬁen,”} said
Wetzel o

e Procemi,” retumed Albert,

“ Don' start, young man—nhis name is  Mark

Donkead,” a,dded Wetzel, slowly. )
But Casside did sbm,\notmthstan&mg the
premonition of his new friend to the contrary ;

he quickly recovered his - usual oalmness of <
demeanor. -
** Methinks,. Denm Welizel, that you speak of

a-hard-and dangerous trade.”

“The profession of'arms is always more or
losn dangerons ; ekpecinlly where then sre made
to fight like doge at the bidding of kings, who
g0 % war 16 gratify sofne'pessing whini. Don-
head Wood is wide, and the followers of Mark
durell in eompamtwe enso and safety.  They are
for the most part, despetate fellows, I will ad-.
mit:} -bus there is: much. gontle . bloed among
thui:. “Yep, there are those enrolléd among

jam who have won goldun spurd, and reae‘nved
keighthood from noble hands.” .

=4 Atid who Wil end by winning a mpe fron‘-
the haxnds of the hangwan,” said Albert.

* Nover! not one of them will be taker

alive." ey will parish with ﬁléli‘ good awotas
in their hands.™’ - "+
45 Cah you-tell mé: :ff the bm& i is,fgu ?”
“Ay! that'tis aud mer!'j‘mthﬂ.” T

[

* T should thmk tho féarof”bemg Trouglit to .

Jnsﬁm would ma their enjoyment "
Y They have lurkmg places ‘where no
oan 'Snd them ; and good King Feward ha.s
ﬁghhng enon; ﬁ on his hands to keep him busy.
without troubling himself to look after islmmE ”
“This state of - thmga may not contxnue
When young Edward is. erowned,. he may, par-
chance, amuse himself by. extermmatmg all the
robber bands in England.” & v
. ““If you have any fear in your eompomtmn,
Mark Donhead wants not your services be

| secks hoarts of oak to seive him.”

“ Let me ask what, possible interest you c;m
feel in thiy matter? What is Mark Donimad
and his free companions to you ?’ s
-4 That ig not the question under dnsouasmn 3
and I do not choose to tell the reasans for all:
mysots:  Will you reflect upon this: subjeet, om
do you reject it. mthout thought.——-on the
apob ™
¢ Lrejoct ynur proﬂ'ers i exelam;ed Gas;ﬂdq
bisterly, feeling for the hilt of his sword ;. Jmt-
he remembered that he was unarmed, and tmlgq.
83 Wetzel had said, a * needy adventurer:” ,,.. .

.*¢ Tha voice of reastn' is spesking to yfm‘,‘Ir
peraeive ; likten but & fovr moments-to ity whis!
pers,'siid youwill sdy, *longlive Donhead:smd:
his merry'men,”* added Wetzel, who savw £het.
there'was a strugglein the yoimg man's brest. ©
* Weigh the subject well in your own mindw:
do not fret’ sind *chafebut’ look ca.lmly at the
matter.” e

‘¢ Begone, Mmptsr I eried Alberlﬂ e
f #¢Yos, Ioms going-~but I will see you mid

i hear yohr final ahswer beforé diother starisg.”

Wltﬁ theaé wnfds ‘Denis Wetzel whlked oumﬁ

| posedly awiy'; While Caséide gazed’ afibF 'lii‘iﬂ

with emotions which cannot readily be desar!
wonderln t Whother he was 'not some ‘dadk i
inbér'of Bt séht to iure Ymn 6 perdith

CHAPTER Y.

THE MONK. '

4 ‘gl‘jlﬁlwammyaof the meridian aunvqe:e
_atreaming through the bramches of the |

 tywes npon, Albert Onsside’s head: . Hio, looked

up and sighed, snd queried; Whether the bright
Jgmyinary, shone upon. another person: so wreteh-
od; g himself, . He, moveﬁ with slow, gtepg to-
wapdg the ﬂalvgr Bell. Hi i me]ancholy medﬁ.ae
tions were interrupted in an unexpeebed mannar,:
Thyea wen clad likehunters, suddenly presented

" themgselves, to. view. Grossbowa ‘were slung at
v;,,mmﬁ backe, and they wore heavy bnpgdgwqrd;s )

ab their sides. One of' them adva,p.ced , apd in

"3 voicp g, amicable as the . 1 0050 Wmt}ld allow.

gaid 2 .
4 Bir,: I will troubla you: for your pm:se N
D,q.; herg, ‘hesifated, for sl the. money whmh

hq popsgased, was, in the, pqugt of bis daubl,et,

where he had plm;edr it ab- thg suggestmm of

Vlind Willie, . ..

“Tho young map, will be, gooﬂ eaqush no!a fo
kgppnswmhng added the vobher, ..

Caside cast hiy eyes rapidly aboq,t him for

, m WeApon. of defence, vesolved. to keeg pos-
- sossion of his paltry fortune to the Imt Ha per-

osivod Iying af his foet o, stout Jimb which, had

‘bean broken fmm an. oa.k by the fall of a tree
Hp mstamly semed the missile, and being : achve
'and strong gave the robber such a blow. ugon;
*the side of the head, . that he fell sensglgps
The socopd one drow hig sword and prossing
Erqelpxtataly; apon bim phared t]le same. fate 5
(hut the third knave, instead of advauemg, Buh
E!a,ls,lat;mi to his month aud produced & sort of
' whistling sound, which Bpeedily bmught lmlf&;
dozen sturdy nooompliogs to hig assistance., |,
Albert grasged mare. &etm;mmed!y I;he aakqn '
stmkand qtoo;,i lw; groun clmanflﬂly The nevq :
¢omers, perceiving t!mt the affiir was ll.i{efyf}g
result in flattened noses and broken hoq.dﬁ,
prudently cams on wa.qu Casside ﬁoggshed
hig. wospon m ever;g d:reqhon, laymg o 1
cffebionl blows bofo rewh?( ;;w vmtheﬂ\;_l;-ﬁ
his stick was finally knocked from his imn(} i_;n
he could make no farther regxstapca LIk 30
bers Ieaned upon their swords and o
bim, sdmiring ovidently,, bis %“rﬂgﬂ; ,..3
we]ldevelo?eﬁ p?rspn. L
"« AsT oun dofend these palh;y a?ses 1o
leuge:, )jrou are weleome to them, gant man, 85

well ag to. the; ‘roken heads ¥ have alvqeadx

‘given youw.”
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While making this remark, Casside ‘turned
the pocket of his doublet wrong side out, and
saw his last florin disappear.

¢ Now I suppose you will allow me to go my

way unmolested "

The robbers looked at each other, as if to learn
what opinions prevailed upon the subjeet.
Those whe had received the severest contusions
and bruises, appeared by no means. disposed to

lot the author of them depart in peace; and

mildly suggested that it would be well to hang
him upon the nearest tree. But this proposi-
tion was'at length overruled by the more humane,
and after being thoroughly sesrched to ascer-
tain if there was nob more money concealed upon
his person, he was suffered to resume his way
towards the Silver Bell.

He was shortly sfter met by Strol]mg Willie,
to whom he related the story of his recent loss.

“ It no doubt appears a preat misfortune to

you,” said the mendicant; * but I haveé always|

noticed that - what seem greab evils often turn
. out to be mestxmable blesmngs » :

“Thats sorry’ comfort to one n my comh-
tion e

"4 1 know of » monk who can well adviso you

wlmt to do; ho can, at least, give you shelter,
until Prowdenee sends you bette‘r luok » added§
the stcroller ’
. &I shpll not ask alns qmte yeﬁ » rephedl

Casslds, raﬁher haughtily.

“I dld nat’ ingan that ; but mmply that yon
should visit th Wis Hsn who can take hmiself
hamly mt.h = crujt of bread and a eup ot’ pure
WW

© A rare parsonnge P
“ Ky you ‘may well say 80 there is not.
: auothqr hke him 'in Englaml ‘\Tow give’ par-
tmulm: uttentmn, and I w‘ﬂl diroct you ‘how to
ﬂn&hlm" o
"o Hamor the kmdly chsposed beggar. our
baro ]mtenad to his’ dn'eet;om, which were' some-
‘Wwhat' eoinplicated ; ‘and to pleass Him, s“ﬂl fir
ther,  promised to seck thie_ hab:tahon of the
mluse sotnétime- dunng the afternidon. '
' Albiert then yrocgeded to seck the Silver B’e]]

to'got the sword which bie had left there when [

4 M i
xeply. “Follovi"‘ma’”‘”‘ ai g st

he set out on his visit to Isandra Vidal. Joa
chim Capet regarded his guest with anything-but
friendly looks, snd hinted pretty plainly that if
e did not ses what color his money was soon,
it would be highly expedient for him to quit the

on to add thathis was the first instance in which
any individual had been so bold as to complain
of losing » purse at the Silver Bell,

Casgide’s blood began to boil with vexation,
and geizing mine host by the nape of the neck,
he belaboxed him soundiy ; which event pro-
duced = great disturbance in the hitherto quiet
precinets of the country inn; but the employ-
ment afforded our hero the liveliest satisfaction
he had experienced for a long time. In the

no! gentle hand among a quantity of empty
bottles, and bid a haaty adieu to the Silver
Bell, N

Hb wandered about for some time without
any fixed object, bamg, in fact, in a complete

‘| state’of indedision. At length ha.ppenmgto Boe

some of ‘the lsndmsrks whioh' the stroller Hsd
mentioned a8 guides to lthe residentié ‘of * the
monk, he mechanically directed his steps ¥ the
spot ; not indeed expecting any benefit, but
merely- beoauae he kmew not what elseto do.'

| After tie hiad’ walked what appedred to’ hifn'g

long distance, he was' ready to reproach hinifel
that he tiad suffered the words of the meridicant
to' make a sufficient irpression’ upon’ hmJ'mimi‘
to think of them thé~ second time. ‘B ‘ha‘

solved not to see thé monk althougb hé wwas

aware that he could : 10t be far distantfron his
| habitation. - e

But the time: employed in t’orming thia réiso-
Iution was ' Tost ; ;8 nan who pro%d t be' the

wici¥ David, -was ah'endy near int;’ él'éﬂ' ‘Wiﬁh .
| all the simplicity of his oalling! . -

“ Whom seck you, young man P ‘iie’ asied :
- lgokinig sttentwely “at" Albe

LW saf 1 e

¢ The monk Dav‘id Tives' soﬁbwbere_ ‘nbdﬁt
tiere, T'béligve 7% o ansivered, evnsiveij &8
“befott Fon,”™ 'was zhei ‘iniiodiste

K Gaamde,

inn and seek other accommodations. He went

midgt of the excitement hio pitohed Oapet with .

" posed of twor apartments, besides a small oratory,

. sﬁéch’
u wo' hkvé Been; lnmng mﬂaiung )
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betierté do, ‘and almost wholly rlidlﬁ'areh‘t in
rogind to- t}m tuti ‘affalrs mlgﬂt ‘take, ‘beliéving
thit'bis had got quite down to the'foot of the
ladder of adversity, oboyed the mjunctmn -of
father David, and followed him -along a narrow
foot-path that wound a'bout in an-eccentric' man-
ner. 'They reached ‘finally thie most lmxely part
of the forest ‘that Albert had geeri. The menk
paused hefore a rade hut, in front of Whlc]l was
o amall rivulet.

* Here is ‘where I dwell,” he said.

- A most socluéled spot;, traly.”

Tt suits my purpose. .The real wants of
life are fow, and if we are wise, we' can find
them snywhere. Natare supplies'me with

waf.er at small cost, you see, and my hut ig. Tiore;|

eapamousi than it eems. Tiet u¢ enter.”
"There was nothing very striking or worthy of

much deseription in the hut of father David.

It was indeed much more capacious than it

exterior indieated ; a liberal excavition having|if

been made in the rear, forming a room of eon-
siferablo size; o that the dwelling was ‘com-

ot what subserved that purpose.
» ¢ Now, youngmahn, what is your obgeet in

. seekmg me 1’ asked David.

' Cugside ‘replied that he had' no partmular ob-
ject in view, other than: to.gratify -the whim of
a mendicant, who was desirous to-do him some
kindness out of gratitude for some tﬁﬂing ger-
vice he had rendered himj a service, by t.her
way, not worth mantmmng

o I'have scen the stroller since he gave you

B ﬂm ddvice.  He has told me- all ‘he knew ﬂf

your’ mlaforﬁtmes
* He i8 4:pingular old creature ; for Ieould
pit'f4d my way here’ with, both -gyes- opén,
while he is deprived of the blessing. of:: sxght
em:re}y,” remsrked’ Albert. © -
Mher-‘]}aﬂ& pméeede& to dlear lm throaf.

by*aeVdi-al prelunmary ‘ghems ; but.‘what pro-
Fétind Widdot he was about o utter, i8: notd

noW Kiton, for o gentle knoeking uponithe’
e+t whw hut put an end t.o ﬁhe eonten&plated

~Fhé monk #rose-- qmekly in -some een&mon,

and hisistily opemng tho Titkle ‘doér that 1ed o
the apmment i the'rear, he bade Albert eiitdr:
and rémain silent wntil the newscomér Bﬁoule!
be disposéd of:  Our hero passed into the room:-:
(which'iwas quite dark, having vhore the appesls’

ande of & cellar thian of a habitable place); ami

the door was closed and fastened upon him.
- He.sentod himself upon = blook of vooq ‘

await the result, with the same feelin'g»di-"-"in&i
* | difference that haed characterized all his'mitve-
ments for the last foil-and-twenty hours.' “¥le:
heard the outer door of the hut opened,und :
after & fow words were exchanged, soitie peria
was admitted. Presently, Casside heard the”
low tones of a fomale voice, or such it appesred
to him ; and his ouriosity. began to get the batx: -
ter of higindifference: A fomale in the hut of -
the monk ' What possible ‘motive could bring
her to such a solitary place? . Here was food+
for curiosity, and Albert resolved to gratify his; {
“'practicable. He placed his ear olose to the ¢
rough wall'and heard a voice that ‘made :lin
start with unfeigned surprise. Could it be pos-
sible that Isandra Vidal was there? He'would”

‘| listen again. - He did 50 apd the conviction that

forced itself upon his mind- was the same, :Hg-
next pmeeeded to senrch for a crevice' by whish
he-might gratify the éye as well a8 the ear.
He found a small one without difficulty, and--
the subject was no longer one of doubt. .Jsendra
Vidal was indeed in earnest conversetion with’
the monk—a cireumstance which filled Albert’s

| mind -with the most singular and uneomfortable

thoughts.

-Although "he could not obtain a full view of
ber face, it was evident enough that she- Whs,
considerably excited, and Inboring under ‘some
strong - feelings of -appreliension.  In the first:
moments of his amazement, Albert was greatly
tempted to dash down the door ‘thit sepatated
the apartments, confront the parties, and dethand
to know the reason of - this singuler interviéir.
But s moment’s reflection ‘made: Kiny aban-
don & purpoie 8o foolish: What right had' He to
question’ her motives, or what influenced et

Jactions? What suthority had+ ke over the

young -misiden?: Moreover, why should hél dls-
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Wﬂlﬁ purity: of her imtoptions,.or the: in-) .

taggiby.of her soul? . Did . henok know. her. to

by pemdent, disoreet, sad ponsiderste, in il hex)
egle?. Was pot the gentle spirit that. snimated.| i

hay, a8 fairse the temple in which it WhS. -
shgined ? Away, thes, with unkindly misgiv-
inge! sway. vml; uncertainty, away with doubt!
the bresth of Tvandra was- purity itsqlf; and her
youthful bosem the home of sweet afieotions,
.. He-ohserved that the monk, listened. with ip-
temso interest, and the tale Isandra, was telling
sffpated him ; butin whet manner i wes:not.
eagy. todamde, hmfaw bemg 5o nnperfeetly
L
i Father- I!amd’s agata.tmn aubslded, and he
grow profoundly thoughtful... After walking |

sgzosp the room a few times, he. metioned tp|:
Isapdra to enter the little eratory, whero the | >

monk doubtless. performed his devotions and
preotised his self-abasements. The young. girl
entored snd the monk elosed the door. He
then: paced .the reom. as before, rubbed his fore-

bead. as if: endeavoring to atimulate the: reflee: |’

tive faculties, .and then freed ourhere from his.

temporaxy - imprisonment, who came forth..ss
mueh mystified a3 ever s mortal was, o

- Pixing his eyes steadily. upon the mpﬁk,}

npky

,“ﬁoyou bavg hada. femie vmtan i was ‘

Teandra Vidal.” .

% You are mght 1 am. her friend. and, ad-
w;m' ; she i in grest dnnger anawared. ﬁa;her
David. .

s % aho her fnemii’" indded Gassuh -1 §
metiently.

“ Baye, har, then, ftom a fate wkmh ahe con-
Sﬁﬂm worss then - death,” Ipeﬁtume& thamonk

hpm” N .
i “ & Qetegtablo union,, sir.
; 4 'Witht..whomt 972 ;
’*Qne who s pwoahl n
S Ewill prevent 61 0 -
ot Xonmy tmﬁm a.h the menhon of. kls.
nme-é” naad L
‘iIfawmm ‘ :1
: ”Hﬁﬁﬁh& iamizmstedlntkm mmgm

- tnal,ntleast” o

© | mast fenvfal, .
among the fo}lowers of: Mark Dionhead sve hig:

* Xes, he is selling her for. gold ; T rememr.;
ber-ms}!e told me so this very. day... ButI knew.
noﬁhﬁtﬂmdanger was, sonqm: and someasw

ing. " [

- "Ha.ve ypa sedn, Dems Wetzel Mn.y ?f’ :
a.sked.the monk.
-Casside turned and looked- fully a,t Damd
Tl I bave,” he vejoimed, emphatically, 0,
" What. spid. he?” resumed the monk, hur-
Hedly.
# Much that was vﬂl&nous;”,
‘I can puess; he wished: you to.join | the free
companions of Mark Ponhead 77 X
*%That ia true.” . :
24 And. you must eo,mply,” added Da.wd,
qmekl): :
 What do you a&y i cmed Cssmde, angmly
4* That -you must secede to hig wishes,” said
themonk in the same tome. - . - | ;
“Your sacred profession alone binders me
fiom- doing you personal nolelwe » rehm‘.gd
Albert, sternly.

take, my. wouéls in theirbroadest cense. , L;atm,
it is Mark Donhead, who wilt bear off your . fair

| shepherdess ; hmgo!.d:a alk Fowerful with ker
he ] father.”
smdm&vowe mltendeclf.o ha qnlm, but, was]

. Mark Donhead !’ exclamed Ga.smﬁe, mth
eyes dilated with- amamment

¢ Hyen go, my son.”.

¢ Then her mhmtion is mdeed temblel t}mi
man's. power iy felt anrl foaved all ovex t,lwr
country.”

L Wlthouﬁ doubt,” retwrned . Dauv;d, apd by
joining the bind. you ‘would: haye 'the *mest;
efficient means, it seems to me, of wamhmg I;m
miovewments, and, of baffling hin. deslgn. SRS
©#'The iden appeams Flanﬂble ¥ i

L a A imal you will wm i % mmmndeﬂ m
ona. ' The eompact; that binds. them tpgether;is
" Those “whe- anrall tbeamaelva@

till: desth: . Every one.of them.are'hound, by the..

' | mont- ﬂehmn onths to seok -ouk:; and: punish. als,
) tralt.ors, and such as violate, in any manney; t};q

temble,..mmpm “‘Woe to bim whe ia faint-

*¢ Reatyain yonm]f mPetmusyuuth dn m{; :

Wﬂ?ﬁls% ‘
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bearted, or moditates sin esoapo, or a betrayal |

of the band ; he dies without merey.” =

¢ That does not intimidate ‘me. Retant mis-
fortunes have fitted me for desperate under-
takings. * And to save yonder fair girl, 1 would
face greator ‘dangers than those you speak of.
Yes, T will s1gn the dark eompact. of this princey
of xobbers.”

“#1 admire your free and generous self
devotion. Tsandra Vidal, though the child of a
pes.sant is worthy of your efforts. Donhead i is
anxious to consummate this monstrons union,
and Vidal is equally interested. The terms of
thé saerifice, for I can call it nothing else, are
already agreed upon, and will be carried out,
unless speedily thwarted. She can only oppose
her feeble will to the might of the famous ban-

dit, and the inflexiblé determinatiom ‘of heel = -

father, A bird in the fowler g8 gnare were not
more helpless, or less strong to resist its fate.
Mark proposes t¢ convey her, ere long, to his
subterranesn hannt—a large cave in the hemrt
of the forest. Should you join his ruffisns, you

will greatly increase the chances of being of ser-

viee to the poor gu'l

** My resolution is taken ; and now let me
have a few words with her befom 1 sddress my-
self to this mew adventure which may possibly
prove my last.”

“ The - interview must be ghort, time flies ,
on ; you must talle with those less fair, and
listen to voicos less musical. You must see
Denis Wetzel before the sun agsin reddens the
far off west. 'Open that door, and you will see

4
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THE QAVE O%

"HE gobor gray of evening twilight . came
stealing over Donhead Wood. Albert
Oasszde atood leanmg against a huge fragment
of rook that had, in eother ages, been burst
asunder by some strange convulsion of nature.
Not far from him, the figure of Denis Wetzel
stood piotured in the deepening gloom.

*¢ Bome hours have passed #ince we mei; tell
me if you are less serupulous than then?’ said
the latter. -

T am,” answered Albert, ooldly

* That is well; I know that reflection would
oool your. chivalric attachment to what people
call honor,” added .Denis.

* Qiroumstances have had more to do with
it than reflection. T have been robbed of all

world.” .
‘ Robbed, say you?”

- Of the last florin ; but some of the kmaves
of Mark Donhead, I trow, have got such bruises
s# will make them remember me for along timg
to oome.”

. Did you resist 1" aslred Wetzel, enmestly
Remtl 1. knooked tham -ovey ag I would

THE BANDITTI.

8o many wooden seints. And T wish to impress
this fact upon your wmind, that you may remer-
ber it a8 long a8 you happen to know me, that
I olways resist every species of injustice. Na-
ture hag given me two strong arms, and it i
my ebtablished prineiple, to use them just as
often as'T am the. object of a wrong of any
kind.””

* Bravo! youwill do for Mack. But I warn
you to give him no offence, which your aptness
at the game of hard: knocks wight perhaps
quickly lead you to do. He iz rather hasty in
hig temper, and absolute among his men, If
at any time he should give you a blow—"

A blow, you knave! I’d strike him dead
on the spot I eried Casside, drawing'hig sword
and'springing towards Wetzel. ‘

The latter did not change his position, but
stood before Albert with ag much tranquilhty a3
hitherte:

“T did but joke, young man; putup your
gword, If you conclude to have your name write
ten in’ the compact of the free companions, yoit
will have prastios encugh, without being obliged
to pick quarsels witl-your friends. Is your

VR B, | s

*mltid ftﬂly made up on the éialijoot 2 for'a reioli-
ﬁoiﬁmlf formed is not to'bg depenﬂed ‘ot -

s o ‘have determined to ' offertiy servicés to
‘ﬁﬁ,rk Donhead. 'Now I sPeak Phainly, and you

“will tieed to question ‘mé nd farther on the au'b- '

jeot.  Proceed at ance to inform me what T’ am
"ta do to be initlated into’ this celebmted company
of binditti 77

e Your strmghtrforwardness is commendable.
"!_Tbe initiation is such as becomes brave spirits ;
“but cowards shrink from it. Tt wilk b well for
you to know before jnm go farthey, that those
“who' once _]0111 this ‘brotherkiood, “are néver at
'llberty to ‘dizsolve the connection and depait in

!

ﬂy‘)”'
Wetzel paused, and ‘then’ added slgw]y and

empha.twally, lookmg steadﬂy at’ Oasszde “ We
pumsh fraitors with death

o You, then, belong to the band P said
~Albérh, :

"I do,” returned Depis, prompﬂy

4 ¥ trust, tlien, that you will do wo the honor
10 conduict me to thep‘ presence of Mu’k Don-
héaﬂf’

Rt If you once eénter the, seuret abiide ‘of the
handltm, you cannot leave' it antil you-go foﬁh

pease ouce enrolled enrolled fbrever and a

- 48 oné' of them ;" you go fiin‘a grood oitizen ; ‘you

ome ‘out’an outlaw ‘oF you ‘rever come out.
D6 ybu comprehend 2

* Most perfectly ; lead on, T° follow you to
t]ie*h!mt\t» of :the redoubtable brigand.”’

s (3T set:tled-—thls way-—and be pabienb ”
returhaﬂ the bandit.”

" Ciigside abyndoned’ himsélf to the gmdance of
Wetzél. * Ho know that;he was taking a‘ top

that might affect his whole future life; and yet |

“he fillotwed Dexis calaly. 6 Was aware 'that
&anger and death- fluttersd’ like ~dark engels
’t‘ﬁmﬁ ‘Bim, bt kil tread wab firin sl bis~poir-
‘P i'f‘iiﬁfaltenng ‘That tha bandﬂ.tl ‘o the

“hig i"aktstéﬁ’ “wheti thé sun of ‘prosperity was [

"Bt benTimihtly dpon’ Bim; hewould; with-
out doubt, liave Bhiudderal ‘st whist he was-riow

daing wﬂh gonrcely & qmﬁkbnmgmof the- b
“Bven with: his pressit’ féeﬁugs, he would-have

ghrunk from the eommatta.l of enm, and wnﬂlbd

wnder disgrace.

"Bt the cbject which ha now ?m& - 'vm‘%v
overoamé all other considerations, and® ‘mh&e
him risk -the only inkeritance which ‘he’ chuld
call his—hig honor. - Trapelled by his' love’ Sor®
Tsandra, and a high chivalrie feeling which'avor
prompted him to befriend the wealk and’hélp-
lets, he devoted himeelf i’ully and eompletely to
this new entérprise. © -

Dertis Wetzel moved - steaddy on;" inak'ﬁg
numberlesy” ecoentriy windings” and turnings,
until Adbert believed that it would have been
quite impossible for him to have foundl his way,

unguided, to the Sitver Bell, or to the Lut'sf

the monk, ' He employed his mind durmg the
long nd silent walle in maturing the plans’ of
father David.. The latter he believed could Ha

‘t‘nlly trusted, “for h gould conceive of rio pbbﬁi-

ble' motive that he sould hdve for betraymg ‘hitd,

or' exposing him to' daniger and desth: He'folt

gure that: Stro’!lmg Willie as, or wgant tb*he,
Tis friohd.~ And Fets ho could not help asking
‘hlmsglf bt her"had indéed’ }'ea’.cked thist eondlhqn
when'he was to find bis  ftiends in thé'lowbat
walks of lifo. Fors ‘moment the thought’ an-
noyed him, bt his’ betlier nature’ soon 'banishe‘d
siich uriworthy ideas. " X
‘Wetzel, who had hlthet‘to walked on’ wﬂahoﬂt.

uttering a word; now stﬂpps&’and remortied: thut -

there was yet time ‘for hint to' go back, if Lidfelt

any regrots or misgivings. - Qur hero mobistied -
hitn 5 proceed, ‘and Denis continuedito laaﬂ ii\s‘

way through the dark dnd silent wood. °

-4 The way to- ;he ouvd i rather muﬁduté
and T-think it would perplex you notfwlimﬁito
find it withthe score” of men-st-ariisiat Yoar
back, which you spoke. of last night,*'-hasigh-
served, casing & ely glance at ‘Alhairtiit 48
" Bagin 'to" feel: ‘preatly inelinad’ o /thit
opmmn"’f anéiwered-the* laﬁtat; o Al wh bt
1ot theks 2« > Cnr s
“We ﬁ.re qmi.e ﬁxere,” msWemd Wmél
,pl“sing - iaF :1 xﬁi

et Tiige nothmg buh 2 thmk fmﬁ; finid fiibho

i it i Ly b i ke
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l,lmmeke piled one upon susther by, thahand

zfm ngbure,” said. the ,young n?m , looking abont

“ And yet mthm eall of us are. two hundreﬂ
a8 merry fellows.as ever lifted sword, or bent
 ahaw.”.

.5 You aurprase me,” aﬂded Alhert .

X will inorease your wonder,”. resumed
~Weﬁm1~ * Clome. thip way a htt.le. Mazk the
- effeet of  this.”

. Denis Wotzel knocked s fow tuqea upon the
large rock near which he was standing.  Im-
medigtely. it moved noiselessty from its place, | .
,angd diselosed the mouth of{a €avera. °

. "* No human being, mot in the seoret, could
.h,we mistrusted that this was anything more
than:an ordinary, stone,” observed Albert.

-4 The fact is often & fortunate thmg for ug;?’
‘rejoined Wetzel: Your last chance.of ropent-
g your choice is gone; when next you cross
.this Ahreshold, you will be an outlaw—at lewst
in.name. Be carcful, there aré steps here.”

-+ T this the only entrance?”. ssked our
Jharo, as he stoaped and -eptersd. the aperture.
-4 That is a subjeot spon which I shall netbe
vaommuuieative be content with,what you
y know,” waa the reply of the bandit.

Ga&mda groped his way down the steps in
'almoat. total darknegs, but-when he resched the
"bottom he bakeld a faint light :reflected from. a
ool lamp. Near the steps stood a man with
-sdrawn sword in-his hand, to whom Wetzel
‘mpde & significant. sign -to remain silent. A
thunoh .of keys wes banging against the wall ;
-Japis took them -and going on & little fm'ther,
unlocked a door. When both had passed
,thwuglr_, he'; carefully relocked- it, 'The place

n which Albert. now found himself was a low |

- and narrow paesage, a6 Tough and jagged 25 na-
tare had originally. formed it. ‘
At the end of -this.presage was another door,
+#ywhiok his guide'fisted a.key.and.unlooked it
] 4n the fixat instande. .’ Each of, these natural
" compartments was faintly lighted by.a- single
Jamp;: suspended from the roof. The. second
_passage was rather more lofty and capacions
Khwn ﬂn first.  The next new fovement which

Wetzel made, . wag to the Ieﬁ, thirough adpox m
every respect like, the. eot.hem but the, g.yprt-
‘ment wag. matevially. different from the «pues
wlneh had gracsded ity it was a longand

echoes. - . |

Watzel tmk the lamp, whmh hung: fmm the
mof in his ha.nd and moved on like a gpqeﬁe
lshrough\ the dismal ‘place. While they. were
threading. the labyrinths of this cheerless abode,

of voices and merry laughter.
-After going a «qonsiderable distance m t;hlﬂﬂ

length shown the apartment he was to ocecupy

neabnoss, and had within it many artioles of gom-
fort ; 80 that our hero did not feel dmpmd o
comp!am of his aceommodations, -
- ** Hére you will remain until it sha]l ‘be,ﬂie
pleasure of Mark Donhead to. summon yﬁu -he-
fore him.”
“ Will it be long, think you, before I shall
have that honor ¥’ asked Albett; sa.mast;eal};
« 1 don’t know ; possibly to- -night—yperhaps
to-morrow. Iwill go and see how. our fellows
foel, and whether they will be disposed o for-
give the ‘blows you. gave some’ of" them, It

The motto of the free companions 15, ‘8 shn;t
life and & merzy one.””

With dhess words, Denis 'Wetgel I;ghteﬂ »
small lamp isnd Jeft our hero to his medxtatmns,

nACORSALY, 83 the neophyhe had ne mte.utl.on, o
escaping. o

He examined sﬂle n;:a.rtment with scww m—
terest, and womiered how amany others had bepn
logked therein in the same manner. ;th nnymd
then wandered from this subject to Tepndra, md
hig regent - interview  with ber at the monk
hut; bt thu train of thought was mtew d
by the croaking of the , door upon its) hinges
A person, @nﬁemd to gay - that the new cnu

for. the , band W,Ol,l.m not. he allowedm\g
-antil after the. nemmqnyrﬂf initiation,

ing way, in which. thelr footsteps awokg ud )

there came: gecasionally. to their ears the sow;,d '

damp and. serpentine corridor, Casside was, at‘

for the present; it was fitted up with. mmh .  bipeds.

. # - He lefe the premises, muttering that his name

shall be.my gare that you have genatous oheer. -

carefully locking the door mpon him; a 1;1:9- -
caution which, in -this instance, was m&her un-

Y
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There was such a sauey leer upon the fellow’s
face, when he communicated this piece of in-
telligence, that Casside could not well resist the
temptation of doing him persona.l violence ;.
theroupon, incontinently doubling his fist, he
placed a blow upon the frontispiece of the ban-
dit, just above the bridge of the nose, that eaused
him to change the vertical for . the horizontal
posmun, and to see all kinds of electric lights,
and stars that dancéd sbout eccenmcally, and
gouldn’t keep still.

¢ Tell your master that it is thus I always
pumsh impertinence, and resmt wrong,” gaid
Albert, when the follow begen to show signs of
recovering the position most natural to human

- When he had sueceede& in regammg hig feet,

retaliate upon him; but chserving that he wore
a sword, and fearful, doubtless, of giving offence
to his master, Mark Donhead, his anger found
vent in, threats and scowls, which were produe-
- tive of no great inconvenience or annoyance.

was Dick Strow, and that he never overlooked”
a blow, but inyariably managed to pay up the
soore, with compound interest.
A fow moments after the withdrawal of Dick
Sirow, another of the band made his appearance
to inform him that although food was not allow.
ed him, wine in any quantity and of the best -
flavor would-be brought in, if he desired it.
Qasside signified that it should be produced
without dolay ; and great was his chagrin when
o third knave opened the door and remarked
that Mark Donhead did not think it best to ex-
vite his mind by stimulants, while he was on
the eve of such an important change in his man~
ner of life; but the purest water should be
brought in ms stead. ‘

Seizing the block upon which he was slttmg,

" he looked menacingly at the chastiser of his in-: Allbert hurled it ab, the head of the unfortunate _

. ‘solence, and obviously folt a strong desire to

thessenger, and takmg effect upon hin head,
stratched him bleeding and insensible upon the
earth.

The neophyte stepped over the uncongcious
individual, and proceedsd along the grest'na-

tural corridor, which led he knew not whither.
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/8 Gusside went forwird, he as prisid
b ithe spacionsioss of th vavarn's for the

narrow passage rapidly widened, and the low,
arching roof assumed a loftier . height. The
feable glimmeringhof the light fell with a curious-
- ly-picturesque effect npon the numerous sta-
Inctites that hed frozen into form during the
Iapse of years. They flashed back thé reflec-

- tions in .jnnumerable prismatio-eolors, which
duzzled and -astonished the eyes of  the young
man:. Without patsing to examine the varions
“xpanifications of the grotto, hé kept on in what
-wppesred to him the main shaft of the same.
: gound of merriment -grew more -distinet
85 -ho proceeded, and he -resolved to present
himself boldly to the revellers, whatever might
bo-the consequences of such an act. Casside
“reached, ere Yong, a large door which was closed ;
it was the only obstacle which separated ]nm
from the-carousers. He exerted a pentle force

. againgt it, 40 learn if. it was fastened ; it was
wod, and pushing it suddenly openr, a singuler
soono met his vision. He found himself in a
gpavious saloon; - brilliantly lighted. - If she
eurious -effect of the.dim larap shining upon the

J3& HHT

B oy et

[T, ',I Ltk BN et ol nd
atala}ctltes Tiad: {jrewously am'pnsed T s
amaroment was now inosléulably; iiioressed ;

for-numberleis: formations - stmilit'o thedh he

bad seen, depended like enormous 1ewl_es from
the lofty roof, that gave hack the dazzling glare
of the lights with extraordinary effect and
brilliancy.

Extending through t.he centre of the saloon,

was an ample table, or what answered all the"
objects of ong, ond which was groaning, to use
a figure, beneath the weight of the viands placed
upon it. Around this spacious board was seat-
ed a motley mass of human heings, whoge bois-
terous mirth gave proof that they intended tb
make the most of the present, without trusting
anything to the future. There were among
them faces of ma.nly beauty, and visages ren-
dered harsh and disgosting, by dmnkenness
and evil pagsions.

Their drinking cups- were . just mplemshed
and they wore on the point of conveying them
to their lips, when Casside made his unexpeot-
ed debut. Fvery hand seemed paralyzed with
surprise, end all eyes were turned towards him
with & wondering stare,

_ 'THE SIEVER ‘BEGL I

- 'Without ‘heeding thees tndubitable signs of
astanishinent; -our hiro walked boldly up to the
table; and reaching -over - one of the -ruffisn’é| .
shorddet,  took one of the flowing oups, jasd
pouted out, and drank it off at'a draught. - He
then replacod the vessel aud teok snother, in-
tending that it should ﬁﬂlow n thotmek of the
othm :

-4 Blood. aml Fary 1" cne& the bandit, whose
winé had been appropriated so uneeremoniously.
¢ Who-is this sudacious verlat ?”

T am oneof the fres’ companions,” replied

.@asmde, oarTying - the hnmmmg oup to his

mouth.
- 4eTe's g lo—a foul he 17 retorted the: robben,
foaming. with ire.
- Without: deigning any reply to his unpnta-

hoﬂ Casside, quick ag thought, dashed the wine ||

inithe-tearded ruffian’s: faoe.
s Iniantly a terrific acene ensned. Tlm bm—

dit.sprang from the- table, .grinding his teeth |

withifary, end drawing bis sword, made o hox
vied thirvat at Albert,:who, foreseeing the con-
sequencés of what he-had done, had' already un-
shdpthad | his weapon, - Thie. steel. blades met,

fire flashed from their edges, end the angry

. olash resdunded & thousapd times through the
* ntelen of the: davern: .

.ilire; free compumoné s:;nultanew:}y arose’ to
their foet; to watoh fhe progmunfﬁhe dgspetm

. encounter..

nAtEold ! sheathe ymn' swmdsl“ thumlareﬂ
I)mil Wetzel, - ¢ -Noel ¥orick, do youhear "
' With % discontented growl thd handit sullen-
ly dropped. the . poiat of his. weapon, add Ou-

dide¢did- the same, . -
+ Yoriok, don’t be &fool, m:m! 3 4 wﬂimﬂe
tﬁ&mﬁtl‘.ei' myleiﬁ Pmt up rgr(mr iﬂzdhb, ,I
" o

qar

Albert returned his sword to hlsmibbckl

- ahd Forick zeluétantly Followed - I exampls ;

byt g sexpréssion of ‘deadly’ hostilisy- lmgdréd
upen: hid froe: whick o lminmeommmd eoulﬂ
ohase away. ]
- +3¢ Now) eir,. what' means- ths?” nekul Wet-
nel;damng*shamly to Albest. i SRR

‘*“Ilhmniihnk you. hucfnotikep& yoar. mi‘d

with-me; - aiLuLI ‘b cotie to- Tight mysoliﬁ‘
Mmd the Intter; Y uistly i

-+ How have I violated my:wond, raah boy *pl,
added Wetzel. PRt

- 4 You, prommd me the common. hosp:tuliﬁw

of life, and have refused them: I mant - ak
and drink, were T & thousand times & bandit.” -

;441 grant that I did - make such s promise ;-
but it was.the pleasure of the leader. of thiis-.
band that yod should be kept withous-ths ‘coms-
forta nemedy vintil yoi bad -passed. youyy -indtipes
tion. Mark Donhead is absolute: he:re,” re;mh
ed Denis Wetzel. S

* He's not sbsolute over. my appatzbe » m&
ded Albert, sesting himeelf at the toblé and,

| appropristing to' his own use a large pmee ufs

roast veniuon.

4 Who is ﬁlns felluw ?" exelaimed sworab
voiees. .

s ﬂanee 4 (me& Wetzel .

‘While the fisst mouthful of flesh was: lmdem-»
going the process.-of msatication, . the uniudky
individaal whe had borne the last message of:
Donhedd ta our lierd, staggeved into. the.suladn,
pale und ghastly, while & amalt current of blood
was flowing from- s -deep ook -dpon-the bead: . |

% What naxt I’ .muttered Yoriok,as his-uyes:
rested ou: the unevolked spparition. The follow:
pomtedn.t Caaside, and . dmpped hemly uixn‘
oneof the benches. © .

Ab:that inatant,” Dick Sﬁl‘ow e observed h
rub his' hoad: with:a very. unpledsant exprodsion.
of countenanos. Sonie of the banditii laygbed,
others expressed diffaxent ﬂmugnm by suoﬂuigt
faeaﬂandanppmuddathmm S Crrim

* Men,” uid Wetsel, “thmyonus gtﬂnni
lms eome. ‘hither, - undef .my protection; to-3bin:

“To-moreow night ho will. be; i Todfoes:
our: odpi:_am :and ifitiated int6-thie -hiotherhood..
You soe, by what has happened, that heisim
youthi of wpirit and resqlition, and we need dnth -
among us, ;. J¢ hee always bemthemm of Mayk:
Donhesd to. ensoll -the nainesiof. ok hus the.
ﬁwavm;uymthamﬂo{m eompadt. .., v
plesure: inintrodueing -te :you, . gentlsinmk |
‘Albert. Odagide ;. whose:conrags ‘needs: mo-cume .
foent -fromysmk; fir-X.dde ‘seversl hosds aniong:
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ytw, which ho ]us swell migh broken past eure..
Brave companions, let us-forgat all past differ-:
ehdop; and- wéleome suiong 98 en able-bidied
and daring reerait. Yorick, relax your brows,
and bo reconciled: Dick Strow, your honor
will suffer no taint,-zod your head will soon
hieal..- Those gallants, who, for a liitle innocent
pestimo; rifled this young man's pockets, I trust
.will-b¢ willing to balance - accounts and anoint
their braises with the oil of forgetfulness. Come,
my ierry Jads, of Donhead Wood, let us drink
a flowing bumper to the neophyte.”
This short apeech produced. considerable
effoct; the tide of fecling turned in favor of
Cagids. Instantly there was a+lively rattle of
dinking vessels, and. the health.was drunken
with gusto ; although a few unforgm?mg faees
. veeregtill ivigible.

All now addressed thems_elvas to the bum-
ness of eating and drinking, our hero ‘not ex-
cepted ; who resolved to make himself as much
at home as the most swa.ggenng ruffian among
them,

.1 Enormous- quantities of food vanished asif
by misgie, while servants, male and female, ap-

. peared-to answer the vosiferous demands of the
reveliers. Hoarts, merry enough. before,. grew
mersier ;. dheals already reddened with wine,
grow redder ; tongues already volible in the
utterance of profanity and bravado, grew more
st more voluble.~: The free eompnmons«boast-
od-of - their achievements, and discoursed, in'a
veiry agoited manner,: of deeds which they yet
jntended to accomplish. - They talked like men
who expooted to gain uindying venown by their
daribg acts. Theyspoke of nptoriety and:fame
as being one and: identical ; that to- e noto-
rioualy bad; was as desirable a5 to be etually
oelebrated - for déads of goodness and bene-
wolence.
+'While these pervemd bamgs were thus en-
gaged, sndigrowing every moment more boister-
oud; o part of the band, which bad been deputed
upon. o particular service, returned:suseessful ;

bringing with them a:young: Lsidy, who was! left :

sdjolning apmriment. - f
made for the new:comérs at the convivial board,: .
They ontered with much-zest into the details of .
theif recent -adventure ; and went on to state
the particulars of the mamner in which t!my
bad takew:their fair prisoner.

ing intereat.
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Room . was instantly

.Casside listened to the recital with absorb-

She
had been one of a hunting party of lords and
ladies ; but imprudently ailowing her spirited
horse - to- carry her consldera.bly ih advance of
her companions, she -had unluckily fallen into
the hands of the banditti; who, bheving hed
previous intimation of the hmnt, had been e~
tioned, at -intervals, in eertain loeahhes’fuvor-
able- to- their purpose.

The robbers, bemg’ in uncommen goo& hnmor,
proceeded to give a very facetious account of
the panie which their unexpected appesrgnee
had excited in the mind of the noble maiden.

legitimaté objects of laughter ; and to her-beauty,
&8 a-thing upon which every knave had a r:ght
to gaze.

this damsel, who is now our guest, has bean blest
with- rare peraonal charms. Does she susthin,
think you, the reput.atzon which the good old.
dame Kumor has conferred upon her 97 :;

1 thiok I may safely say,” replied one who
had been the leader -of the recent expedition;
+ that I never looked upon a fairer faes of a
prettier figure ; although the terror with which
our presence ingpired her, hay paled her cheeks,
and detraoted, somewhat, frong her beauty.” -

** By St. Mickasl, my patron saint | - T musk
see this paragon!’ exclaimed Wetzel em-=

| phiatioally. -
Ay, we must -all have a glsnce at her I”.‘

oried a score of voiges. ¢ Bring her in;- hring.

as well as with wine 1"

¢ Y care not,” resumed. Wat.zal #eif i tlns

by ithe: orders of Wetzel-(whosappeared to com-
maad-in the -dbéence of -Mark Tonhead), in' an

They referred to her tears and entroatics iss-

her in, that we may be. drur_lken with- bamuﬂy,i’

‘matter you ave gratified. Let the.gentle maideh .
{ be. broughtin. “Ho, there !.. Yorick, and: Dick

The lady, it would seem, who 3
had been the unfortunate victim of this ruffian.
ism, was of gentle birth and high station.

* Tt has been rumored,” gaid’ Wetzel, . "that- g

" pearanse.

- to do'so; but when he heard the lgtud ahouts of

“to leap to

|

3 op proudly and firmly ; his resplratmn became
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Bitrow, be you the eseort of thm queeh of

beﬂutya
-¢ With right good w111 I” responded the per-
sonages addressed; who thereupon arose from
their seats and staggered forth to- perform. the
bidding of Wetzel ; a task which appeared com-
pletely consonant with their feelings. - -
During théir short absence a breathless silence
prevailed in the banqueting hafl of the ban-
ditti. . Prosently footsteps were heard; and all
eyed were fasbened upon the door where the
unforiunate lady was expected to make her ap-
The raffians were not long kept in
puspense'; the door was pushed open; and
Yorick -and Dick Strow mpPeared, supporting
between them & helpless female,
~-Albert Cagside, whose ears had been open to
every word that had been uttered, and whose
indignation eould searcely he repressed during
the time the subject of this bruta.hty had been
under discussion; 'did not, at first, raise his head
to look at the aufforer, fearing to trust himeelf

sdnﬁration which barst from the lipz of two
tundred inebriated men, he slowly and sorrow-
fully. loo®ed in the direction in which alI faces
were turned. .

The spoctacle which he beheld ea.used hit
to his feet with the quickness of light-

ning, w]:uj his respiration seemed nearly sns-
pended with the intensity of his surprise and
consternation. He gasped for breath like one
in the agonies of drowning ; he pressed his
hand eonvulalvely upon his chest ; he clutched
ab the air for support ; his face beuame of the
ashon hue of death,’and then flushed with the
erimeon of & burning fever. *He stood a mo-
ment powerless with emotions which none conld
analyze, and then his strong manhood came
bacle to him aguin, and smoothed down, with
magie power, the agony that convulsed his
breast, and raised the veins upon his forehead
Yi¥e knotted cords. He folded his armg, that
had been thrown aloft so wildly a moment be-
fore, calmly upon his bosom ; he drew himself

countenance rabelled 'p.gmnst lna own mﬂanbla
will
Ho gazed a.rmmd lnm with.a pnde and thg-
nity of expression that elovated him o .be, .in
reality; the' magter and-leader of them.all. -~
-4 Denis Wetzel I I exclaimed, in- tones so
calm and yet- so ‘deep that they could not -fail
to fix the attention. of .every one, except the
unhappy lady who had fousd temporary relief
in unconsciousness. ** Denis. Wetzel, .Jot this
unmanly exhibition cesse, . I have strong, 'yem,
all:powerful remsons for  making this vequest.
If you refuse me, I swear, by.my honor, which
I never tarnished by & base act, that I will eall
you to & terrible account for:the ssme. . You
perceive this weapon by my ‘side ; I have worn
it from childhood ; it was buekled there firat by
my mother, at an age when its point. truiled
upon the groun.las I walked. She told me thet
it mever was to %y drewn exsept in the cauge of
the right—in the defence of the wronged and
the oppressed, and for the seke of ladyfair.
I have never forgotten theinjunction, and so
help me the powers that preside over worth and’
innocence, I will always obey it to the very lat- -
ter! I ean use this weapon with the skill and
strength of a man ; and if you do not choose to
order this nnhappy maiden from this presence,
I shall make it the subject of a personal arbi-
trament by the sword.” ‘
Denis Wetzel, at the commencement of-Cas-
side’s address, sprang from his seat at the head
of the table, and drew his sword from its seab-
bard ; but before itsgonelusion, slowly sheathed
it and resumed his place,
The femele, who had produced this extiaor-
dinary senestion, was still supported by Yorick
and Dick Strow butfortanately for her, was
yet insensible to what was trenspiring. The
loveliness of her features, the purity of her
complexion, the symmetry of her proportions,
were indeed marvellous. As her beautiful per
gon lay unconscious upon the arms of the rob-
bers, het face and neck were not wnlike . the
whiteness of the scnlptured marble. .
The bold speech of Albert produced a striking

deep, foll, and regular, and not a musole of his

Te-getion among the banditti. They ga.zod with
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s.sort of awe at our hero. His temerity ap-
peared to strike them dumb, and they evidently
ragm!ed him as ond who had lost  his reason,
or whose audacity knew no stopping place.
From the daring yoirth they glanced at Wetzel,
to note the effbet of his words upon him.

No one ventured to speak; there was an
impressive silence, in which all scomed at the
dlimaz of expectation. Denis Wetzel ot length
am to his feet, and waving his hand authorita-
h?ély, stiid, ealmly :

"¢ Lot the maiden be conducted henee, and

somnitted to the cdre of one of her own sex.

Tiét no insultbo offoréd her; let no ome pre-
wime to address her i other than a réspectful
mnnper, of he shall snswer for i with his
Doad?

This coninisnd was instantly obeyed, and

the Jovely maiden was consigned to other hands.
The instant that her slight figure (hsappea.red
Wetzel resumed :

* Let this rash yout_'.h be conveyed to the cham-
ber of justide, to await the reward of his unpar-
alleled -presumption. Place wpon hig limhbs
the heaviest manacles,- and leave him. to medi-

tate npon whatever subjects he choosds, and to -

form whatever gonelusions he:may see fit, in re-
geotd to the future. Insubordination is a crime
which never passes without summary punish-

ment, among the followers of Mark Donhead.”

Wetzel sat down again as though nothirg
bad happened, while Cuasside was seized and
hurried Mmy to what had been styled *the
chamber of justice,” there to remait in ferrible
suspense until kis fate should be known.

CHAPTER VIII.

THE MIDNIGHT INTERVIEWS. -

T wad consldembly past the midnight hour.

The engel of silenca had waved her wing
over the labyrinths of the banditti’s cave ; they
no longer resounded with the sound of bouaten-

ous lnaghter or reverberated to drunken and|

excited voices. The lights no longer fashed
brilliantly in the grand saloon, and the revellers
were Iocked in the embrace of heavy slumber.
Albert Casside was the occapant of a damp
and cheerless apartment. He was lying upon
some atmw, pocirel u-oned. Sleep had not
visited his eyelids ; brain was the theatre
of many distracting thoughts. Believing that
he heard cautious footsteps traversing the sub-
terranean corridor whick led to the gloomy place
of his imprisonsent, he raised himself upon his
elbow and listened attentively. Some one paus:

ed at the door ; 2 key turned in the lock ; the'

rusty hinges grated dissonantly upon h:s ear,
and-a man, holding an iron lamp in his hond,
stood before him. It was Denizs Watzel, and
his expression was thoughtful and troubled.
¢ 1 have come,to say afow words to you.”

“ Lat them be brief,” replied. Casside.

“ It would appear,” resumed Wetzel, * that
$he demon of rashness and audacity has possessed
you for the last fow hours. I perbive that you
are resolved to place your neek iu -a.halter as

 speedily as possible.”

‘“And yours,” retorted Albert, eneoringly, -
*¢ ghould have beon thus placed years ago, be-
fore you had stained your hends with erimes at
which humanity revolts.”

' Hold I -exclaimed the other, storuly..
“ Do not tax my patience more severely than
Fou have already done.”

‘“Btrike these fetters from my limbs,” re-
joined Casside, ** and then address to me such
language, if you dere. . Fulfil the promises you
have given me. I demand tc b ta,keil before
Mark Donhead.”

“Your wish shall be gratlﬂed in due time.
You will feel his power, perchance, sooner than
you imagive. . Your conduet, this night, has
been outragecus. Speak : what is this fair
damsel to you? What sympathetic cord makes,
you foel her sufforings ¥ added Weizel, i

** That is o secret that I shall keep ; it shall
die with me, if I die, and live only with me, if
Tlive. It i o seoret most dear fo me ; I will
share it with no brigand under hea.ven.” re{urn-

| ed Albert, firmiy.

*“You are in the wrong, young man!" said
the bandit. - ** X should be yenreonBdeat.”’

“ You!" exclaimed Casside, sarcastically, .

“Hven I,” rejoined Wetzal, kneeling beside
our hero, and with » small bammer beginning
to remove the irons upon his lunbs
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*This is an unexpected favor,” resumed
" Albart. I thought it possible that you had
come for another purpose.”’

“To asaasmnate you, perhaps ¥’ rephe& t.he
bandit. *

* That was my conviction,”
man, -

“That proves,” continued Wetzel, ** that
Satan does not always get his due; that he is
often basely slandered ; that he is meligned in
various ways ; that on account of former mis-
" Qeeds, he is seen with distorted vision by all
oyes. But come ; your limbs are free again.
Arige, and let ws disouss matters in a more
-anticable way.
regpecting this gentle dameel, whose appesrance
opemted upon you so wonderfully, Not many
days since, Godfrey Ridenger, the sccond in
oommand, chanced to see her, in the vicinity of
Motsonibe Manor. He was smitten with her
heanty, and eonceived the bold ides of brmg-
it *her hither.””

“And did ho not foar the anger’ of her

father 7’ asked Casside, hastily.
o T frow not,? ahswered the Bandit. < We
are not wont to fear gréat names. We are
xii6ré powsiful than the lord of Motooimbe Manor ;
wo-can défy him to his teeth. Mark Donhead
Lis's Targer retinue of men-at-urmis, than' the
haughty father of our fair guest.” -

“ But where was this Godfrey’ Ridenger dur-

g the' S&aenes of the past night ¥ 1nqu1red
Albert., -
v 4 Heg Was'amyoh atiother service, and the
Ghj;turé"of the maiden wé.s'entmsted to' other
lisnds! ' Hod Yo been prévent in per%on, he
would doﬁbﬁea& have ob_]ected to exBnbitm 4 Yer
fe ‘gar follows id the wander “which wa# seeri by
you.  And I'am freo to confess that-had T not
biévh * inflashéd “with wine, I shouid not have
pormitted it.”

[ was unmanly—it was. brutal I” ‘smd
Guside. ot -
- "%t wha not gallant, b léast,” addeﬂ Wet-
e, 7 and T regret t.hat f»he event v(as auﬁ'ered
to-tamdpire.” © .
% wmw you begin to "talk ‘like h pemoh who

said the young

-

I wili tell you the cireumstances |’

last words remove some of the unpleasant im-
pressions which your late conduet produced.
‘Wetzel, this gentle girl must be saved from the
fate that Godfrey Ridenger is preparing for her.

His accursed projects must be thwarted forever.

I will move beaven and earth to save her.”

shoulder. and said, impressively :

T ask once more, if you will tell me what
relation you sustain to the daughter of the lord
of Motoombe Manor? Isit possible that you
have présumed to - love one so far above you in
station "’
¢ On that sub_;ect. I shall siill remam silent ;

you have had my angwer. You must already

know me well enough, to he aware that my

purposes are fized and strong ; that I do not
ehange them w;thout reason.’

erfal, and thiat the maiden could not he wrested
from him, were she born of the noblest in the
land. No matter if she were the’ Qaughiter of
the Eail of Kent, oreven a princess of the blood.”
In this ease, my flery youth, you are more than
matched. There is a power opposed to you;
with which you gantiob sudeessfully stmggle ”

¢ But Mark Donhead—"' ;

¢ Mark Donhead hitngelfeabiot: ‘eanily control
the actions of Rnienger,” mtermpteii Wet.zel
lmphhently '
el had\supposed that Mark was a‘bsolube ”»
resumed Albert, -thoughtfully. * Bat it ap-
pears thit he is not; that he'is ruled by a’ sub*

foricied him to be.” i
«« He 75 alisolute " tl:u'ndered Wetzel, Htrl'lk'
ing his foot agamals the grotnd vxolenﬂy “ He

a feeble hand.™

The bandit pesed,
across -theé ap&rtmant. 5 few tmnee, ami tﬁen
added : S :

*¢ But: enough of this ; drop the subjeot, and
fiover 18t be resumeéd ‘again. Donboid will

not intorfird in thig matter ; it'is not for hip in:

hae yet some sense of honor remaining. Your'

‘Wetzel 1aid his hand heavily upox Ca.salde s

80 be it,” returned Wetzel, deeldedly ‘
“ Know, then, that Godfrey Ridenger is pow- -

orditiate officer ; that he is not the iron henrt T,

. jn the case of Wetzel's recent visit.

uttérs afoul Jie who aﬂinns that he governs wlt'h
. - 88 on thab oecasion.
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teresh. Mo is not. & foel _He will not mec
mpb w]mt does not. conewrn hxm, w:thout sogent
reasons,  Give your thoughts to other mattars.
To-morrow night you will be enrolled among us.
Forget the past ; gather up your ma.nlmess, and
prepare yourself for the imposing ceremonies of
the initiation. . < Come, follow me to a more
, comfortable apartment.”
Takmg Casside’s arm, the bandit conducted

- him through séveral windings of the eavern to
the place which he had first occupied. He|

found there a comfortable couch prepared for his
recaption, and a sideboard loaded with various
kinds of eatables and choice wines.

“ Here,” added Waetzel, *you may malke
yourself comfortable, and even happy, if you
will be reasonable. 'Take the world as you find
it, and not iry to remedy evils wineh cannot be

" remedied ; submit patiently to ills which can-

not be cu.red by the most skilful leech.”

Albert, threw himself listlessly upon the
_ooueh and made no reply ; ‘but had. internally
ma,rked out the courserhe intended to pursue,
‘and the rules by which he resolved to bo gov-
emeti in relation'to matters which lay nearest
hls heart Dems Wetzel poured out = glass of.
wine, drank it oﬂ' .and once more left the
neophyte, to eat, to drmk ta sleep, to refiect. to
repent, to kill himself vfith his own sword, or to
do anything els&hlcb ke could, u,nder the cir-
eumstanees

Gass:de, chose, however, to remain premse}y
as the bandit had left bim. ‘The idea of ' repoge
dui not. oecur to lnm 1 his mind was_ tog deeply

. engrossed with other matters—affairs, to him, of

the first importance. . But he was not destined
to remain long undlsturbed ‘ho heard steps
mthoht in precizely the same manner as-he bad
He heard
akey p!aee& in the lock and the door opened
That event appeared to|
him to be duite natural'; but, t,he advent of
iy present visitor saemad whally the. “Teyerse ;
for it. was no other than Strollmg Willie, the
Jb‘lgnrl beggar. -,

Motmmng our. hero tn obssrve thq utmqgt

o [ proached the couch upon which ()'mmd@\I was
lying.

- ¢TI am probably the lagt pemon whom yop
expected to see 1" said thq stroller, =~ ..

“ Nothing could be truer than that remq.;k,”
roplied Albert, looking at the. mendicant. 28 if
disposed to distrust the evidence of his g Benses,
“ How, in the name of all the saints, did .you
get here #** he added.

# Naturally enough; by mstmet—-nothmg
but instinet,” yeturned the new-somer.

“ Nonsense I” retorted Albert. Them is
a deeper mystery about this transaction than
instinet. Men's instinetg usually lead them in
different directions; and persons of your call-
ing to any place but this. Bah! instinet, I”

“ Yery wonderful iz inatipes,” remuneél
Willie, musingly. It direots the footﬂbeps of

the poor blind man to haunts, _whluh the aoutest .

oyesight in the world might never disoover,” -

““ Well, keep your own sgorets; let it bei in-
stinet, if you will,” rejoined Albert “ And
now be good enough to te]l me the objeot of
this visit ¥

“1t is to do all that one of my condmon may
to agsist you; to give you, perhaps, a word or
two of advice which may prove useful,” rephed
Willie. .

** Mysterious man! say what you ple;sa
I'am ready to lsten I”* exelaimed Cassidg,

“In playing at this dangerous gams, ” re-
sumed the mendicant, ““ you need much ‘cun-
ning and prudence, In riga.rd to the maiden,

ak present a, captive, you must operate more by.

stratagem than by violent mesasures. Physxoal
force may provail when ome meets his enemy
hand to hand ; but not whqn he is opposed to a
power that he canuot, comprehend anfd whih

appears to” spread itself out in all dinectiong.

Yoy cannot well battle with the arm of might
which bolds the dnmsol in its grasp ; it vemohes

4 long way; it has power to crush its engmies

at a great distance. Be calm, and act options-
ly, and thete are those who will, .Bo:nperate
seoretly with you., Gﬂuse to irvitate . Depie
Wetzel any. more at prosent in regard to the-

sxlenoe, he cloged, reIocked hhe dqor, and ap-

gutgmt Pass your. lmt;mon with-the sampa:

~

-~

!

K
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“tilngull arid loRty courage which has distin-
guished you on other oceasions. Be not awed
by whist you shall see an& hear’; the: pale cheek,
fhe dilated eye, the hurried respn'atmn, the
tremblmg Timbs, will condemn you as one un-
‘worthy the confidenco of ‘the fratornity. Tt is
those only who- give these evidences of fear,

_ flstade never trusted ; _that'are a.lways watched ;

that are never for a ‘moment free from the pry-
ing mntmy of some one or more of the band.
“Your own reckless and daring spirit will sustain
' you tbmugh the ordeal, and lest recommend
‘yoit 6 the confidence of the brotherhood. You
hafl be informad when . any immediate danger
‘thréaténs the Lady Eveline, of Motcombe

. Manor At present, the person who is known |

o' Godfrey Ridenger,. is gbsent, and is not ex-
-peoted here for several days. - I will not reveal
hym‘l his real ‘cheracter ; I will not whisper
- his neme f.o ‘the damp atmospheres of this sub-
“Yerranenr’ hell lest thoy might divulge the seuret :
nn& Pring' m;h*upon e’

“’ Fou hold stmtﬁe discourse ; you talk in
pamhles, your words are as ambiguous as the
hﬁiﬁ}]&s of. Delph:,” gaid Camside. ** Come,
1hlm’n miithele of ingtinet; be less obscure in'thy

sp'emh T ean’not.’un&erstan& bim who speaks.

in an unknown tongue. Tell me the nature of

. thig 'Mmderful embodlment of power, which

al;remhas ite’ hiind ovey. t.he defenceless haad of
Lady Eveline.” '

-4 Upon that theme 1 will not spend another

brant’h I' did not seek you to reveal secrets
~whieh: wmﬂd éost me my. life, and nothing less ;
nmlaitbough this boon of ezistence to a blind
’be wiay be thought of little value, yot the

“wrétohed foar to die.” No, no! Strelling
Wﬂhe i8'not ready to meet the last and most
myatanoﬂs of all earthly changes. He prefors
’bo ‘wander up and down a ht.i:le longer;; he
ypotid inhale the baImy airs of morning upon
*ﬁib Yérdant’ mouutam sides ; he would feel the

“§iss 6P the ‘gontle zephyr wpon his brows, and | -

‘thid wonahiidk Stroaming upon' ks sightless eyes ;

‘ %Qmﬂfi téposs among the shiady arbors of the
Jobddh ; “}i9: “otild  Tisten. 5 tho’ song of bu'ds,
‘sl all VB et sounds ‘snd inspirations of

‘resolve it to its primal elements.

i\'hﬂire Yes, yes,” adﬂed Wilhe, 1mpress1vely,

tattered rags that covered his hosom, “life is-

sweet, oven to the poor, the Tnlmd the wandet-

ing beggar.”
41 doubt it not,” returned Albert, ﬁenously ;

*tand although bereft- of all that could make

existence endurable, I amfree to acknowledge
that at'this moment I shrink from death ; that
cold and chilling thing that freezes wp the vital
fluids, and leaves the human organism to feel
the force of those laws which wiil, inevitably,
Yes, itis trae,
too true, that even I am base enough to WMI to
live.”
+ Basi ! no, my good youth, it is not base
to desire ' to prolong life ; it is nature—-—-a volos,
aconﬁmually breathing voice, which you ¢an no

more cease to hear, tham you can cesse to feel

the wants of hunger and thirst, and innate
longings for happiness. The love of existence
is strong in young hoarts and strong in old—in
the latter but too, too strong. But I wander

from foy purpose ; I am babbling of that which -

I should endegavor not to think of ; -for sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof. I know many
things which you would ask T perceive meny
thoughts which st ﬂ:-r éxpresmgﬁ 1 ;reail

‘upon your face that

more of Blind Willie.

| and meet you in the dark mudings of this cave’;

you shall' see Lady Eveline, and comfort her
with such words as your'mind may suggesd.

‘But you must, wait patiently, for the matter

must be conducted with the utmost prudo:ics
and secreey ; discovery would result in my de-
struction and yours. The resolves of Mark Do
‘head are as fixed as the decrees of fate; the
‘sword rises sn(l fulls ‘at his ‘bidding ;-he - it &
exibodiment of strong passions ; he is mpuI in
his dedisions, inexorable in his determmatmtm,
‘and torrible in anger.’™

door, ‘glidad quickly spd noiselessly from’ tﬁh
spartment. - Casside arose to bid him stay

heiird’ the bolt move “to ‘it pla.ee, and’ the {ﬂmdj

beggar atealing awsy.

i)

Thi'stroller ceased speakmg, and opening t'lm :

v

CHAPTER IX,

THE INITIATION.

* T iss the night of the initiation of Albert
| Casside into the opening scenes of a bandit's

lfe.’ Anindividubl,clad in the habit of a monk, |

“had passed two hours with the neophyte, giving
him Snch instractions as were desmed appro-
priate ‘and ngee ‘Olad i in s:mp]e gar-
‘mefit tesembli
his feet, and’ Jband, he was Jed
througb the lohg comidor into a large spartment
adjoining the gm.nd saloon. A mumber of per-
“ sons clad in the same costume preceded and
went 'he’hm& him. The passage was but dimly
lightéd, ndl low and mournfal strains of music
“floatéd though the labyrinth. Arived st the
aPa.rtment Albert perveived, at the - farther
exti-émlty, an olevated platform, ageessible by
stei)s, upon which was seated, on o gort of
throite, & man elad in costly’ and splendid ap-
pa.rel Extending the whole length of the com-
partment, upon the right and upon the left, in
t%%s, were ‘many mdmduala ntt.lred llke
‘lﬁ:ﬂse[f

* Advanging to a person seated in front of the |-

Platforin, Casside inquired to know the meanmg
of what ho beheld: S

“ It meatts,” gaid the individual addressed,
¢ that life is g pilgrimage. You perceive thit

all thoss sssembled here, are clad prec:eely n -

the same manner ; it is to represent the equa.lltg
of mon. You observe that each has sanddl
upon his feet, and & staff in bis hand, like ora -
going upen a journey ; it is mt,endedftoﬁéon%y
the idea that 2ll men are travellars, pursumg
the seme road, and baving the same ob;ew in
view. Evory one is secking to be bajipy ; te
be like the man splendidly arrayed,. -occupying
the throne before you. They all flatter thems
selyes that- they shall, ultimately, reach the
goal of their hopes. - But enough of this scena 3
lot us see the result of this universal desive for
happiness. * I will be your guide ; follow ine.”
Casside howed acquiescence, and the guidé
led him into a long and dismal-looking passege,
which stretehed away 4o a great distance’ beyonfd

‘thern, and finally loat itself in darlmasa

 Now mark what you see,
guide. :
Albert kept on t.readmg in the foompg bf
his conductor for some’ time in silenoe’; pree

observed thq

sently ke sa'w ‘persons walking slowly onwaseh:




THE SILVER BELL.

They appeared to be weary and dispirited ;
soon they fell down and seomed to expire by
the way, uttering desp groans and piteous
Iamentations,

« Those are some of the pilgrims whom you
have seen ; discouraged, at length, and worn
out with the vain effort fo attain'to happ'mess,
they perish miserably upon their pilgrimage.”

The guide continued to move forward, and
anon the ‘passage appeared to bo strewn with
human bones.

#These are the remains of the piIgrims,
added the conductor. .

 And have they "all shated the same fate ”
asked Albert.

“No: a fow bold and indomitable spirits
have discovered a shorter way, and have suc-
ceaded in attaining to the summit of their hopes.
Follow, and you shall look upon the successful
" few.”

The cicerone turned abruptly into another
passago. The doleful music ceased ; the lights
flashed up more cheerfully, and sthey passed
#long with greater alacrity. Jn a moment they
stood at the entranca of the grand saloon. Two
petwons, in the livery of sarvants, threw it open,
snd & magnificent spectacle dazzled the eyes of
Oass;da

- 'Fhe  banditti, arrayed. in their most: costly
‘qnd imposing garments, holding drawn. swords
" in their hands, stood motionless as statues upon

ench side of the long table, upon which was
" ppread every luxury which could tempt the
galate of an sepicure; or which wealth could
phocure. At the liead of the board, more rich-
- ly'arrayed than all the others, with a crown
upon his hend, and & sceptre ik his jewelled
. liand, sat the individusl whom qasslde ‘had
Known 48 Denis Weteol.
"+ ¢ What ioral truth is intended to be illus-
tested by this impesing scena.?” asked Albert.

“These are the. pilgrims, :who, despising the
piejadicts ‘of "weak and su.persbzhlm:s minds,
have found a new and certain road to ease: and
 ‘ffiuence.  These are-persons who aré governed
" only -by their own. desives ;. who beheva in the
gqual -distribution of, property ;- wlio will -not

; betorve while the wealthy are rolling in husury ;

who will not suffer wrong and injustice ; ‘who
appropriate to themselves whatever nature sgems
to crave ; who take food when they are hungry,
without askmg whence it comes; who drink

in whose aellar it acquired its age and flaver;
who put gold into their pockets, without trou-
bling themselves about the mint- where it was
coined, or the coffers from whence it was taken;
who make the sword the great umpire of all
questions of right and title ; who live for the

whose motto is © eat, drink, and be merry, for
to-morrow we may die.’”’

¢ These principles,” reburned Ga.sm&e, fol-
lowmg the letter of his instiuetions, ¢ are in ae-
cordance . with my phllosophy I have -long
believed that life was a thing to be enjoyed.
Tell me, sir, how I may become a member of
this brotherhood 7"’

‘« By proving your coursge and sbility, and
by subseribing to the laws whieh hold them in
solamn compact.”

) requesﬁ you to proppse me for member-
ship to this wise. fraternity.’

seat.
- Albert Casmde conld. repress “his surpnse at
this ‘disclosure, only by a strong effort of ﬂm

Wetzel and Mark Donhead were- identieal. , ,

gaid. Albert, * I desire. to be admltbad o the
secrets and . privileges of. your order.” . ...
Mayk Donhoad made no ‘rejoinder, but slpwly
waved-his' sceptre. Immediately. soveral . per-
sens: clad’ in black marched inte the salepm
throngh the open door, and progeeded fo Temoyg
a Marge soreen upoh the left, when several in-
dividnals were seen, with their swords . crosqed,
in‘the act of commencing a comhbat. The. con
flict began snd was carried on with much:spirit
and determination, wntil they sank: sdosng ape

parently, from wounds and exhaugtion. - .. 1

wine when they are thivsty, without inguiring.-
- gbly in bed, and never-to perish by the arm of

. and a. second sereen was removed, revealing the

present, and take no thought for the future;

-every possible effort to #et them at liberty; even

“ Prefer the request to Mark Donhead the

being withdrawn, displayed to view a block
leader of the free compapions. That is he,, a;t; :
ting at the head of the. b%upon the elevsted\

will. . The truth was at length apparent ; Dienis : gorvice for the dead. When he had ‘finished,

© 45 Daring, commander of these brave: m]};-*

- power ; like one who already feels the agony of

- awful shrinking from 5 fate which he knows he

- anxious to prolong the moments of existence,

“You s it %, ,oumd 'seons,”
saui the conductor, ¢ that the followers of Mark
Donhead & are never to fly from their enemies ;
bt fo fight until victory erowns theft eﬁ'orts,
or death lyys thein low. Hach person is solemnly
pledged to die with sword in hand, or peace-

law. * The hemp i8 ‘ot grown that shall stran-
gle one of our order.”
Again  Mark Donhead waved his soppire,

appearance of a large building of stone, with
grated windows, which was strongly guarded by
men-at-arms.  Suddenly s party of men, clad
like the banditti, rushed upon them and after a
shart and decisive struggle, defeated them., |

* ¢ That ploomy edifice,” vesumed the eicerone,
“ig a prison, and the men-at-arms- ave the sok
Aiers of the king ; and the whole is intended to
eonvey the'idea that if any of our brethren, by
any unavoidable mecessity, be capturéd and
imprisoned, that the brotherhood is to make

at the hazard of life and Limb.” )
Maik Donhead for the third time waved the
emblem of power, and the third soreen upon

and an ézecutioner, with an axe. Near the block
knelt a man., wh%hmda ~were bound, and
whose neck was bare, . A priest stood beside
the culprit, and Casside recognized in him the
monk David, Ina solemn voice he read the

the kneeling man proceeded to utter a prayer,
whase deep earnestnets made Albert’s heart
beat fast with apprehension. He prayed like
one standing on the threshold of death; Iike
one whose last and only hope is in invisible
dissolution ; like one who atrives to muster an
cannot, by any possibility, ‘evade. He ended
his fervent appeal to Heaven, but still seemed

The monk attempted to comfort him with as-

The eulprit® groaned in- spirit; Ok
self devoutly upon the breast with his pinioned
hands, and with & shudder, laid his - head upon '
the block.

Albert’s heart best with mtenae excxtement ;
he felt & sickly faintness creeping over hun,
and his brain grew dizzy ' with horror. * The
axe descended like lightning; the man’s head
was severed from the body-—the streams of life
rushed forth in erimson jets, ard the lmibﬁ
guivered in the throes of death. n

The scene was indeed too real; a human
spirit had passed to ite account. - o

“Tt & thus,” added ‘the ecicerone, tha!'.
Ma,rk Donhead punishes traitors.”

- Instantly the low, mournful straine of mar-
tial music again resounded through the cavern
the lights in the'great saloon suddenly grew c'hm
There: was a short interval of profound silepos ;
then the body of the nafortunate who had Ea‘en
behended, was brought forward in an open
coffin and pladed at the foot of the table. '~

(Casside; whose senses ‘had been' stunned for
a moment by the terrible scene - which bad just
been enacted, now endeavored to shake off the
foarfal impression which it had made.. The
cioerone whispered a fow words of mstruehou in
his ear.

Albert lmmedmtely knelli beside . the aoﬂin,
and placing bis hands upon the dead man’s
breast, said, in a clear and distinet voice : -

~** When I betray Mark Donhead or his fol-
lowers, may I become even 8¢ this man. May
my pumshmentr be sure and speedy, like his,
and way no angel of merey be near to avert my
doom.” ‘ . S

When he had pronounced these words, the
lights burned brilliantly once mors, the solsmin
musie changed to a lively measure, the body of
the traitor was removed, and all the emblems of
the initiation disappeared. Two men,. bearing
& large roll upon their crossed swords, entered ;
the roll was Iaid upon the table, an& & pen was
given to Albert.

“ Read the contents of this parchment,” con-

pmhend that the pains of dying were short, and

‘not so-dreadt‘ul as they appeared

" surasces of a better life, and to make him com- ftinved the cieerone, ¢ anﬂ then Place your name

at the bottom.”




e lim egea over the  scroll,
wod then tﬁmd hurnakneas be had been bid-
inn with » red fluid, which but & fow seconds
before warmed the heart of o human being. -
. % Those .names,” ' observed the .cicerons,
# which are orased with a pen, are the names of
those who proved themselves unworthy of the
fraternity. - They are gong ; they are no more
among us; they have suffored, as they deserved,
the reward of their freachery and unfitness.
¥Hor a certain time, a8 you have donbtless seen
by the perussl of the by-laws to which yon have
affized your signature, you will not be consid-
ered as ono -entitled to the full benefits of mem-
borship, but as one on trial.- You will not be
at lierty to go and come at your pleasure,

until some ‘daring ack shall fully have set 1ts‘
seal mpon you, making you as indeed an outlaw,

- . and. smensble to the laws, so called, of the

kingdom. Those who have solemnly entered
into this compact, are not permitted to draw
the sword upon each other ; all quarréls will be

tacided by Mark. Donhead. “from* whose judg-

 gment there isno appeal. There are no drones
in this brotherhood ; all ave required to be ac-
tive, and to eontri‘bute something towards the
geueral fund of the community.” ;

m CHEUIN R
nidressed the mophyte ag followa

# Young man, you ere now enrolled among
my imerry-men, and, fo a certain extent, en-
titled to the privileges, and under the proteetion
of the order. Your courage and smeenty will
be further tested when the proper time arrives.
Daring deeds and bold achievements will always
be appreciated and rewarded among us; while
cowardice and treachery are despmed and pun-
ished with equal certainty. At present I have
no more to say ; let music discourse its most
gledsome notes; let the wine cup pass; let
hilarity prevail ; let the voice of mirth and the
ghout of merriment echo loudly through these
subterranean arches ; let us remember otk ime
mortal motto ; ¢ let us eat,” and drink, -and’ be
merry ;> for to-morrow the angel of death nisy

Donhead

call for ‘'us, and hury us away to labyrinths

darker, deeper, colder, more mysterlousthan
these.”

Mark Donhoad rosmed - his seat and dosf:
ening plandits resounded through tha.. ecaves:
swords wero sheathed ; wine flowed, and. mﬁ
revelry preveiled among the froe companions.

-“CHAPTER X.

4

T wis nesr the bowr ‘of rosy morn. The
‘bhichanalian revelry had ceased. The fol-
lowers of Mark Donhead had reeled to their

douches, and their senses were again looked in [

lothargic slumbers. Our hero was alone, oc-
cupying the seme apartment which bad been
allotted him on his first entrance to the seeret
hatitnt of the bunditti. He had indulged but |m
épaﬁngly in wine, for he wished to keep every
faoulty of tho riind in 2 state of tranguillity, in

’6rder to ba-able to seize apon any cironmstances

that might ooour, favorable to his puUrposes.

The scenes of the initiation had made s deep
l‘mgressmn upon him, and he recalled, with a
0old thrill of horror, the tragedy that had mark-
6d the findl scens. Tn imdgination, he saw
ofiée more pictured before him the  knesling
figre ‘of 'the traitor, witnessed the throes of

dgoty whick stiook his fmma, and heard the
. Yoled of his déspditing prayer. Casside cover-

¢d is eyes, as if ‘to shut out from his “ental
gight the remaindor of the spectacle.
"4 Aud this,” he said to himeelf, mpmsswaly,

"¢ and this may be my fate I”

W'Ith & sigh he raised his ‘head and tirfred

THE SEORET WAY.

il

a startlod look towards the door; for ho hesrd
it moving, in the st of being opened Strollmg‘
Willie was again his visitor. ' -

*You corhe and go us mysteriouslyas the
spectres of the night. = What bﬁnga you now 3t
said Albert.

“ My limbs bring me, and my mshncts gm&o

e,”” replied the stroller.
. # Your purpose, then ¥’ aided Albert.
“To sid you ; to prevent the meshes of Matk

Donkead’s power‘fr‘om enclositig you inextri-

oably ; to assist you in dealing with one who is

'wise a8 a serpent, and & strong s a Hon; to

help you play shitfally the gume, upon the Te-
salts of which are stiled life and death,” re-
plied the beggai. | '
“ Yt may be thus, I know riot,"” answeréd the
young man, ** and, sfter all, it may be quite the
réverse. - Tt is-anid that the tempter often pres
sents himself to mankind in a garb least eXpedtd
et ; but go onw-T & dttontive—I Haten,”
*'The last act in the' imt.mhon,” added thd
wetididant, ¢ gives yosi some idea,’ dbubtless, of

{ what you niny éxpeot, should your destgrs, by

avy unfortuhate sceidént be discovered. Tﬁd
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plot thickens as you proceed. The unexpected
appearance of - this high born damse]l in whom
Fyou appear to be 80 strangely interested, throws
sround you another strong inflaence to drag you
forward to the consnmmastion of your ruin.-
Apgainst occurrences not anticipated, the most

~gkilful schemer cannot always guard; but I

shall nevertheless make an effort to bring this
affair to a- sucoessful iermlimtlon On this oo
casion I have sought you to reveal a most val-
uable gecret ; a seoret which will prove of the
most vital itportance, if kept, and of the most

" fatal consequences, if betrayed. The revellers|
© ere sleeping goundly ; the fumes of the aceursed

stimulants which they have swallowed, paralyze
all their mental and physical powers; but, not-
withstanding this, we shall ineur some risk in
the adventure to which we shall now sddress
ourselves. ‘Follqw me, and I will make a
curicus revelation.”

‘Wandering Wlllle took the smail iren lamp

‘in his hand, and passed from Albert’s spart-

went into the main shaft of the cavern.  Albert
meehumoally moved after him, wondenng what
xew mystery was about to daswn apon his senses.
The stroller stole softly onward in a- direction

- apposite to the ontrance of the cavern. In a

fow moments he loft the lofty corridor, and fol-
lowed the fantastie. turnings of- 2-emaller and
more obscure passage—a damp and rugged way,
as choorless ag the tomb itself. In the cold
and. mephitic airs the lamp burned feebly, and
Albert’s respiration was considerably affected
by the samo. cltcumstance.

4 This is a way seldom travelled,” whmpered
Wﬂha, “and wore we, by any untoward ecci-
dent dmcovered hem. we should never travel it
agein, We will look; for one moment, into
that passage to-the rlght ?  The stroller turned
in:tho direction indioated, and after going a lit-
tla (distance, reached a large and dismal com-

¢ Tt i5 here,” resumeﬁ the begga.r, i that the
banditti bury their dead.”

. Albert surveyed the syot 28 well a3 he oonld
by the.dim light, and beheld qulte a number of

He recoiled with horror, and a voice seemed 1to
whisper and tell him the secret of that recent
grave. Ho felt an indescribable sensation of
relief when the stroller turned and retraced his
ateps.

The latter now proceeded in silence, -and
Albert followed him with sad, ploomy, end fore-
boding thoughts. His guide paused, ‘at length,
at what appeared to be the end of the passage.
“ What now?” inquired Albert. L gee

chilly plaee »

“ Be patient ; do not jump 50 hastily at con-
clusions. - There are a flight of steps here some-
where ; do you see them ?”

tieularly, and discovered a flight of stone steps,
which seemed to be more the work of nature
than of arf.. .

¢ Now,™ continued the stroller, * yon mush
obgerve the profoun(]eat silence, Tollow me,
and step lightly.”

#If the blind lesd the blind, “will not hoth
fall into the ditch together a.nawered Albeﬂ
in the same tone.

-developed,” rejoined the begger, with a smile.:
He thén mounted the steps and soon resched
the top of the flight, where all farther progiess
seomed to be denied by a wall of solid rogk,-
Willie pressed against it with his haud, snd 10
there appeared an opening of sufficient size to
admit the body of a man, through which the
stroller passed, mohomng Alhert to mtaxe lna
example, -

He did g0, and upon Iookmg around, ﬁmnd:
himself in what resembled, in every pa.rtmula.r,!

bottles both large and small.  Albert dld, not
expresg the thought which wag in his mind, and
his singular guide kept -on,. sscended another

" flight . of steps, which were obviously the” worl;

of human hands (being made of wood), and
raising a trap -door, smerged from the cellar into
what - appeared to Alben asmail Toom shove

ground

monnds, and one w!uoh bad ‘just been made.

P

e

Again warning our hero to obsarve the great-

nothing that can_interest me in this damp and

Our hero glanced about the spot more’ par-

. Albert. ¢ Is it known to all the banditti ¥

-« Not where the faéultyfof mstmct is fully '

a wine cellar ; for it waa filled with oasks and -

: o
est caution, ho erossed the apartment and
mounted athird staireasc, leading, a8 the others
had done, to an ingeniously contrived door. The
surprise of Albert cannot be easily conceived,
after creeping through the third aperture, upon
disoovering himself in a chamber precisely like
that whieh Joachim Capet had asszgned him at
the-Silver Bell:

“ 1o you recognize this "’ asked the mend1~
cant, in & suppressed voice.

I think I do,” returned the youung man ;
¢ and if it were not so far from the cave of the
banditti, T should say it-was the chamber I

 reoently oceupied at the Silver Bell:”’

- ¢ You are right,” rejoined Wﬂhe 5 we are

_indeed at-Tochim _Capet’s inn..

“ Impossible "’ exelaimed Albert,
¢ # O the contrary, uite. possible ;- for your
long walk to the cave, under the guidance of
Mark Donhead, was purposely intended to give
you a wrong impression of the Toeality.”
« ¢ This ig indeed an important secret,’” seid

. #¢ It is known only to those who havé proved
themselves worthy -of the confidence of Mark
Donhead. The mysterious commeetion of the
robber’s cave with the Silver Bell is not reveal-
od until after the term of trial has expired, and
the new-comer has acquitted himself to the
general satisfaction of all Goncerned. Bome
belong to the band for months without having
any koowledge of the subject, and it 'is a seeret
of whick you would bave known nothing, had
it not been discovered to you in thiy manner.
The time may mrive when the knowledge you
have this night acquired, may be of incaleulable

" pse,  Some unexpected event, or some terrible

confingency may®occur, from the consequences
of which you can oanly escape by means of this
singular conriection of the cave wzt,h the Bilver
u » .
* Joachim Capet then, of eourse, is but the
agent of Mark Donhead ?° said Casside. .
‘““He i in the secret ; it could not . well Be
otherwise, and a more gelfish and money-loving
knave never walked,” was the rejoinder.
* ‘While our hero and Willie were carrying on
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this - whispered conversation, the murmur of
volees reached them from an adjoining room.
The stroller placed his ear to the wall and lis-
toned, and then made a. sign for . Albert to do
likewise. The "tones which he heard did not
sound altogebher unfamiliar.

«1 am rejoiced to hear this news,”’ sasidone;
““the affair must now terminnte in- a manner to
suit :my wishes, I see no means by which the
Lady Eveline can eseape the meshes of my
power. Yonder subterrancen vaults keep well
their secrets. She iy proud—she- is spirited,
irapericns; she must be subdued, humbled,
humiliated. + Aud, perhaps,” he added, in a
veice of deeper significance, * degraded.” -

“Act your pleasure, sir knight,” replied
another voice, *“ but I tell you frankly that I
like not this'mode of wooing the fair damsel.
I would greatly prefer to woo her on”bended
knee, and with words most fitting and gentle.”

. ““Woo how, when, and just as often. ss you .
please !” retorted the first speaker, ** and T-will,

| not find fault with you ;. but I reserve to my-

self the same liberty. However, I proposed:
honbrably to this haughty maiden, .once on a
time, but met with no reciprocal response. I
never forgave ber for being indifferent to my
guit, and am pow puttihg in practice a fixed
purpose of retalistion. I know that the news
of her violont abduction will spread like wild-
fire all over the country, and great efforts will -
be made to discover the perpetrators ; but they
will be able” to find no traces of her; forthe
cavern, in Donhead Wood, does not disclose its .
mysteries. But in regard to the rude fellow
who gave my honor such a wound a few morn-
ings ago, I must devise means to have him
punished. Have you sent for Herbauls, Mark’s
executioner 7’

“Yes, I daspatched Jonchim Gapat for the
ruffian,” replied the knight, somewhat contempt-
uously.

“ You have no great relish for this business,

I pereeive,”” reterted the knight, sharply.
“ But I care little for that, providing you do
not play me false; in which event, methinks,

it will go hard with you. Bince you have been




s B msmmmm

!ﬁysqtﬁre Ifamy you hm not fonnd - e a
difierilt master ; T have nob haen higgardly with
my money, tioy fivén:you bad words wher good
omios weilld do just'ss’ welk - But ' wewill not
ot pasé % disouss’ qiéstions of morality ; cer-
tain objects are before- tne; “and ¥ skall not gtop
ihost-of their atfainthent,  This | Ffeybault can
saek o the ingolent peasant, and. the siroke of
& dagget will settls -the account between. us,
4@ balanoe, forever, all our torrastrial dealings.
!ho affuir will be but 4 trifle—the turning of | ¥
& stream of blood in another direstion-—the
stopping of an almost mpmapubla beajing at
the wrist—proventing 4 little air from mshmg
into the lungs-—causing searce am inguiry—
exci&mg but little. wonder, save among a fow
aimp’!é people Bah! theworld will move' on
juist the same when an impudent varlet hias ceandd
to-exist!. I marvel that ‘such small matters
. ghould cost us & secoird thought. . We are over:
sérdpulous ; the comstion people are our slaves,
wo'sro their lawful londs snd mesters ; when
My digpleaze us, the: pregogative- s ours ‘to

4 Bat 4his youth, st !might uoxﬂd:whﬂw
beer: whiit he. ssemed,” rejoinsd tlie “othieti:

“ Abenid 1" exclaimed the lmight, " M
evan ‘wero lig real!g' abovo his! geoming; m
not’ eh.mge my purpose so, my worthy Clandé;:
say no more., 1 ‘shall buy the dagger- 'of W
knave' Herbanlt into my service.”
Willie pl\mked Albert by the sleew mﬂ
whi

{o return.”
Albert was about to leave the spot. whan ha

heard the knight add :
“ Some one knooks at’ the door; it ;u J%
chim Capet retarned from his' mission.””

the stroller, ** for every moment, is precious. I
pereeive that our retum may: -be a.ttended mth
much danger.” "

and nolselessly glided from the chamber threughr

below.

mi thém into t.he dust, whenee they spranga”

red. .
o hava heard enough—-—1t ia time. for s

+ Do not delay an instant longer, whiﬁpe&éi '
"The mendieant led the way, anﬁ they qumk& .

the secret door, dhwn the steps, into- the'room

Godfrey Ridenger sould hiave returned so soon,
_abd that Herbault would have been sent for, I

- mm;wm_'.

ANDERING WIIJLIE pmsed and
- "purned toward his compenion, fixing his
algiﬂsless eyeballs upon him in a manner to in-
divate the c'lbepest ea.rnestness -
"+ Could T by any mieans have foreseen thist

should ‘not ‘have : sonducted you. ‘hither,” he
seid ; ‘bt the'gift of readitif thevevents of the
futm'e is ‘denfed to mortals: Having - under-
taken this adventire; we mustconduet it boldly

to' 8 eonclusion. You already kuow for what|

purpose the sefvices of the asessin are required,
snd - who is fo” be- the objice :of this horrible
trade. The conversation to ‘which you' have
just listened has quite mdenim}ly made. you
magber of an mportanf. secret, Wwhich -may or
may nobbe of use § j the text few hours will de-
termine. 'We are mow exposed to the danger

_ of modting Mark Donhead’s ruﬂih.n on !ns way |

to the Siiver Bell.” -

oellar until sfter Ferhanlt h!is passaﬂ.thi’ough i
asked Albert, g

be almost mévmble I hope to gam the main
shoft of the cavern hefore he reaches the spot ;
on tha.t contingency I stake our chanoe of sues
‘céss. TF thet fails, means more prompt and
decisive shall not,” rephed the stroller, vﬁﬂl
emphasis, /. i '

* What mean yon m inqmred Albert, o4 he
followed: the old man through the tmp-door inbu
the sellar.,

Willie poused near the foot of the sl:axra, a:nd
gresping Albort’s arm, replied:
* Should we meet him, but two altemahves.
remain ; Ae must die, or we must,” ;
Do Bt(t I hat¢ murder I returned Albert,
with a shudder. “Ican give broken heads:in
the heat of passion, or messure swords with my
adversary on equal grotind ; but to shed blood
deliberately ig abhorrent to -all my fee]mgw J
‘Dovise some other plan of esoape.”’ . ,

* Nothing else can be-done; the ﬁsﬂow can.,

i not be trusted. .’ He would be sura to betray:
-+ Can'wer-Tioh seuéﬂe ourselyea in tho Wma

18, even were ho to make-the most solemn $ro-
| mises to the contiary. -He:isiyour enemy; for

‘| & trifling ‘sum he'will aisassinate you wpon the

*¢ Poseibly we m:ghtA but dmovery woulai
4

first opportanity that offers. Our lives; ib this

.
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moment, are worth more then his; there are

. those whom we may protect, and who vequire
gur most strenuous and wntiring effores in their
aid. Think of Isandra; think of the Lady
Eveline. ' They are young, they are fair, and
hitherto have been hopeful; ghall they he
sbandoned to the miserable fate which seems to
stratch forth its arms to enfold them? No, no!
they must be befriended and rescued, although

.asoore of Mark Donhead’s knaves perish!”
exclaimed the beggar.- ’

T feel the force of your reasomings,” re-
phed Albert, ¢ and though I have a strong de-
sire to avert bloodshed, I will no longer oppose
you. Actas ciremmnstances -may require ; for
I am convinced that you kave a deeper know-
lodge of these matters than I. That you are
other than what you profess to be, I doubt not;
and that you have powerful motives for what
you do, must be equally trme. Caprice, and
love of excitement alone, could not prompt.you|
to brave danger and death ; but I will not pere-
trate: your secrat; L will not fear away the
mantle.of mystery that ‘envelopes ‘you, Thst
those"ayes of ‘yours aré sightless, I cannot well
believe. - But it - m&tters no!: " move on, I -am
with yeu'? v e '

Without makm g uny reply, Strollmg W]lhe
prossed against the wall where the door was
contealed ; ® -<old end dawp:currést of air
rushed in from the eavern, nearly ethgmah
hs sthe'lamps-

- ¢ Hark 1" whmpered Albert
eno npprofiching.”

+ Tt moust ‘be-Harbault,” rephed Y strotler, |
stepfiing back from the seoret passage.: “ Here,

»3

e hear some
I,

toikes-thd Light abd plase it upon the eaith, be-

side yonder cagks Ho will think thdt Joadhim |
QOagiot left it there, or that some one has come
 to the eellar for wine."”

Albert pladed: the ‘lamp as he +was bxd&’en,
and: withidrew to an “obsoure corner, *v¥while 'the
strolleir stood - motionless) hesido ‘the -entrance,
with ks.right-hand [in. hia bosoin. “Meantime |
this footateps-drew ngarer, and were. ‘each: mio-
wmbui more: distinetly heaid.: ~Albert kejt: his|

first strotinizing -the looality:
| brlef interval, the gtroller remaivied in. the same -

apertm-e He felh iey e}nlls creepmg over shim,
and heard his own heart béatmg with inwonted
vigor. He would .have withdrawn his gaze
from the statue-like figure of the mendicant,
but he could not ; some rosistless spell scemed
to rivet them upon_tha mysterious man, He
would have moved his limbs, and shook off the
trance-like power that bound himin ita iron
ohaing ; he would have looked up towards the
.dawning skies of morning, but they were shut
out from his vision by dark and impenetrablé
walls; he would have felt upen his forehead a

earth with the first streaks of daylight ; but the
cold and chilling damps rushing in ‘from the
eavern, fell wpon his face like the breath of the
angel of death.

' The ‘intruder advanced ; he evidently per-
cewed that some porson hsd recontly been there,
and the fact of finding the aecret door cpen ob-
viously surprised him for a moment; for he
poaused an instant as if not quite declded in re-
gard to the propriety: of proceeding, withoat
During *that

stern and moveless attitude ; his ‘right hand

" { wtill olatehing . somiething.. beneath the tatteredr
 doublet that-covered lis bosom, - - -

Cagside’s: breath sebaed: to- be suspendad,
and tie mude :anottier strong effort to tear his
ga:ze‘ from thefixed form of the.old maw.-- . -

- The inddoision of the individual in the-pas-
sago-wad of short duration; ho ednie " forward
with-a-quiek and confident ‘step; and instantly.
his figure darkéned. the' aperture. . Willie bent

Albery saw a momenitary’ glimmering of stiol—

'grbani - Tho ey spell -thab bound ‘him was
' broke ;- it' no. longer held his limbs in horrible
"bondage 5 it-no lengér piralyzed: his brain: and.
fottered his faculties; it no‘longr-grasped his
hedrt with’ its phanton band. - He closéd his
‘éy@éunﬂ ‘Bhink oup the scend; dhiil he heardthe

sjbe Bixod iittently upon‘the heggar and the Jurk |

' hoarse voice of the beggarsay o
V“Gom!” St cao T

single touch of the balmyzephyr that kisses the .

-+ #Yowspeak reasonably,” returned Wllhe
- *bot Awe must first consign this clod to zta

quiskly forward; his sight hand left his. doublet, .
and : descended ’mﬁh the celerity -of thought, -
heard s dall heavy blow followad by ‘s hollow,

 company. . Ah! you remowber, - perhaps, that

* reflect, and tol)l me if I was not right 9
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' Ho stooped and took the lamp from the earth
antl obeyed the summons. The stroller had
atready passed into the cavern, and our hero
followed.

* 4 Close the door,” added Wﬂlle in a low
voice. * Press upon that part of the wall at
your right, upon which are finger marke. There
that is right ; now we are ready to go on again.
Btep sofily, and -all will yet be well. The as-
sassin is powerless to ‘do uwa barm; the pulas-
tions of his heart have ceased.”

Casside looked up, and perceived that the
beggar was carrying the body of Herbault in
his arms ; but he made tio-¢omment upon. what
he had - witnessed, and the strangely mated pair
threaded the Iabyrinth most silently.  Although
of a bold ard adventurous nature, the young
mon could not well repress feelings of anxziety
in. regard to the results; he equld not help
picturing to himself the catastrophe that would
ensue, should they meet any of the followers of
Mark Donhead. - ;

Presently they reached the banditti’s plece
of interment, and the mendicant laid his ghastly
burden down beside the new-made grave, which
marked the resting-place of the traitor.
~ %A part of the danger is met and overcome,”
resumed Willie; * but something yet remains
te be done; this body must be eoncealed.”

“ It mtst now be near morning,”* said Albert
“and but little time i is left us for deliberation ;
wo must think and act quickly. Ere long some
of the:banditti will be astir,” .

kindred clods. = There mast be somewhers here-
ahouts, a pick and mattock, .which are used in
digging graves, Wo. will remove ». portion. of
the earth from the remains of this last gleoper,
and place meer. him this earrion to keep him

Longe told.you -that life was changeful ; now
-*“ You spoke like an oracle,” eplied Albert

“ ‘but let that pass.  Let usattend to this awfu.l
business with as much despatoh as pogsible.”

in heavy undulations through the eavern. -~ Wil
lie dropped the mattoek and turned a stactled
look ypon his companion. - .
-“Itis to summon the band I he- s!ud in
answer to the inquiring glance of his companion.
“The burial of this carease must be delayed
until mldmght and then we will give it ps deep
a grave as* it could expect under the ciroum-
stances. Alas! Herbault,” he added, senti-
mentally, ** you were & villain in life, but I
bear you no malice now you are dead.”

“ Oan you not think of some spot where this
piece of work may remain un&i’ga(vem& for a
day "’

* That is the very aubJect upon which I am
considering ; let me see; ah! now I have it;
but a few steps from hero i is just the place. I
mast 1ife th:s poor rascal again.  This way—
this way.” '

The beggar caught up the body and wa]ked
hagtily across the subterranean cemotery, and
stooping until he was nesrly double, entered o
small passage only large encugh to admit one
person at a time, and then in the position al- -
ready named. The stroller worked his way
along in the best'manner he was able, encum-
bered with his Heavy burden, and finally &epomt-
ed it upon the earth, and erept baok agam to
the side of ourhero. -

* Can you sec any telltale spots upon me. X
he asked, of the latter.

*« Your doablet is stained,’” snswered .AIberb
in.a low tone. :

“T1 will be eareful that no othefr eyes ever
look upon it,” . continned Willie.. ** Now, my.-
lad, put on a bold and cheerful front and let
us back to your gnarters that you may join
the merry men of Captain Mark, ut their morn-
ing meal, g3 though nothing extracrdindry had
heppened.”

Without farthet conversation they glided along
the silent arches of the sub-mundane corridor,
and roached, without- accident, the ‘apartient
from whenco they had issued some:two hours
previously ; where Wandermg Willie shook
hands with Albert and parted from him.

At that moment the sound of a bell gchoed |

Cazside m down upon his couch; but ke
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dared not allow himself to reflect upon the
_‘events which had just transpired, and to which
" 'he had been & party. He had not anticipated
b the outset anything of that nature; these
oocwrrences had come wuninvited and. without
any consent or desire -on his part, previous to
the time when the emergency which had de-

manded promptness < of action was mstually'

pressing upon them.

The. death of Herbsult was not a transaction
that had' been matured by designing villany ;
but a thing which a terrible c'-ntmgency sad-
donly called for. The assassin no doubt de-
served well his fate, and the instrumentality
by whioh he had fallen, might, without much
exaggeration, be considered the avenging arm
of heaven. 'Wearied with excitement, Albert

_ soon fell into an oblivious slumber, in which all

the incidents of the night were forgotten.

He was awakened from sleep by a tomeh
upen the ghoulder; and starting wp, beheld
Denis Wetgel stlmdmg beside him.

* Methinks yoi sleep soundly,” said the
captain of the banditti, with a smile.

#¢It is o part of my philosophy,” answered
“Albert, varelessly, ** to pres s great a portion
of my existence in slumber, as possible, = If I
hed my own way, I would ' divide my time as
follows : twelve hours should hbe. dedicated to
the drowsy god ; I would devote an hour to my
meorning meal ; after that, I wounld fight a little
and perhaps flatton a few noses, or break a fow
heads, to sharpen.my appetite for dinner, which
d8 & very important item in my existence, and
wine and all, vsually costs me two hours time,
prondmg, .always, tlmt 1 have the means of
defruying expenses.”’

- Well, whet would yéu do after dinner ¥’
naked Captain Mark, good humoredly.

1 would peise the next hour after that im-
portant meal, in- & sort of lethargio state, and

form a conneoting link. between the vegetable

and animal kingdowis. I would then wallz about

" a little in quest of adventures ; woo fair maiden;

or ligten to-mﬁsic; at supper time I would fill
myself with wine, ‘quarrel with my best -friend,;
and run him through the langs ; knock down

the servants, insulé my mistress, get jilted, end

stagger - to bed, to remain in total unconscious-
ness until about this hour of the day.”

“Bravo!” exclaimed the bandit leader, *I
like your humor."

‘ By the way,” resumed Casside, arising and
deliberately unsheathing his weapon, * you have
played me a piece of deception, for which I
ought, doubtless, to bring you to striect account.
T had but little idea that I should lose' my new

friend, Denis Wetzel, in the manner which I.

have ;- I now demand that he be restored to me,
or satisfactory apologies offered for his sudden

disappearance, which i is mainly attributed, T be-

lieve, to your agency.” ,

‘“The demand, perhaps, is no more than
just,” returned Mark Donhead, still smiling ;
““but if the famous leader of banditti offers him-
self a5 a substitute, T hope he will not be rejeet-
od : What do you say 7’

“ QCaptain Mark might prove a daugerous

friend,” resumed Albert *“ and a far different

person from Denis Wetzel.. The former I ghould
not have hesitated to honor with a knock upon

the ocoiput, or a thrust under the fifth rib; had -
‘he displeased me ; and these little matters of

etiquette ave- privileges which always cement
togethor and aceorapany my friendship.” -

. " Well, well, T will not be pn.rtmular with
you; we shall see how we can get along with
each other ; bub it will be wise for you to re:
member always that Mark Donhead, is. more
prompt in" sotion, and quicker to resent’ an
affront, than Denis Wotzel. The eat not une
frequently plays with the mouse, but it cannot
be inferred from ‘that ciroumstance that the
former is a fitting cdmpanion for the latter,*
rejoined the bandit. * But come; let us to

breakfast ; our fellows gorged themselves long
ago.”’ % :

CHAPTER XIL

PETER® VIDAL.

Fl

HEN they were seated at the table,

Mark resumed ; *‘ In o few days, you

wilt be permitted (prowdmg your conduet gives
satisfaction) the liberty of the eavern ; but when

" that time arrives, I wain you g,gains{‘.f meddling

with matters which do not directly concern you,
and especially to remain silent upon the subject
of Lady Hveline ; otherwise, you will bring down
upon you the hatred of Godfrey Ridéngor.”

"¢ Ome of two things is clearly evident,” re-
joined Albert; ¢ you either fear this Godfrey
Ridenger, or are, in some manner, placed in his
Power 7.

* Fear him I”* exclaimed the eaptam, ﬁercely,
gtriking hig fist violently upon' the table. *I
tell: you, I fear no one! Be less free in your
speech. Those words had they been uttered in
the preseme of others nught have * cost you
dodrly."
~“Bpeak without reserve, captain,” added
Albert, sarcastioally, ‘“we are alone.” - -

The bandit chief looked fixedly at the imper-
turhable features of our herd, and aﬁer a little
time continued his discourse.

“ 'We are meditating some bold-=""

* Robberies,” suggested Albert, coolly.
 Mark frowned and went on.

“ We are meditating some bold movements, .
which will require much skill and address ; and
I mean that youn shall commence your career as
goon as possible, in order that'we may not be
obliged to practise with you those precautions
which are slways thought necessary with new
members of the band. "We have heard a ramor
that some knights who were robbed in the for-
et a few days ago, are about to moke un ai-
tempt to exterminate each and all of us, with
two or three score of men-at-arms. So you sée
there iz some prospect of excellent sport, in
which you may freely indulge in your favorite .
passion for breaking heads, and giving delicate
sword cuts. Say, my lad, how does tlus nows’
affoct you ¥’

'+ ¥t puts me in excellent spirits. Give me
your hand I”” cried Albert, feigning to be nruch
elited, and favoring Mark Donhesd’s hend with
a.powerful squeeze. A lively conversation was.
kept up between the parties until the morning

meol was despatched, when father David made

| his appearance.
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* Here comes father David,” gaid ‘Don'héad;

**a most useful porsonage in our fraternity,

. T :
. ““Had you expressed a wish that T might be
88 suocessful with the daughter as with- the

He is faithful to his calling, never betrays con- father, you would have spoken to the point,”
fidence, or meddles with' that. which does not|said Captain Mark, drily. “But I hear some

- concern him. In these respects, he is an ex-
ample worthy of imitation,”
The monk gave our hero a sigaificant look,

one approaching ; it is Vidal ; leave me.”.

tionk immedistely retived into the adjoining

and the latter roplied that he considered him- |room, where the former had once been a witness

self highly fortunate in making his acquaint
ance, S .
“ We will now,” added Mark, “ go out and
see What is passing above ground ; but first we
will take the precaution to change”the appear-
‘ance of our outer man.  'What say you, my lad,
" to the garb of a monk ‘
*“Providing I have my sword under my
domino, I shall not make the least chjection,”
- returned Albert. ‘
The Jeader of the banditti instantly summon-
ed a servant, and two dominos were brought,

s the present one promised to de. .
* We must endeavor to make ourselves ac-
quainted with the purport of the conversation
ahout to ensue,” said Albert, nervously. It
will, doubtiess, have much to de with out fature
plans.” ‘

work to our wishes ; while ore false step will

| destroy &Il prospect of suceess.” :

Oasside imitated the exemple of the monk,"
applied his ear to the wall, and was able to hear

one of which he donned himself, while the other | the general tenor of what was said.

wis given to Albert, which he drew on over his
othor garments. Thus apparelled the trio left
the eavern in the same, way that our hero had
entered. . ‘ .

. “Is the Silver Bell far from here?” gsked
Albert, '

. Yes, it is a long way,” replied Marlk, look-
ing slily at father David. * Perhaps you would
like to see Joachim Capet, and éettle your past
difforences. By the way, he has not recovered
from the beating you gave him not long since.
The last time I saw him, he was making you
the subject of unkeard-of threats. And now,
father David, lead the way to your hut, for I
heve some matters to talk  over with Peter
vidal',, . . .

The monk walked forward with alactity, and
they soon reached his humble residence. They
entered, but Vidal had not yet arrived.

. *Thig interview,” resumed Mark, *must
have no witnesses.” . .

* This apartment,” replied David, «is ot
your disposal. 'When : Vidal comes, I will ve-
tire: with this youth to the room adjoining, and
you may cogverse a3 long and a8 confidentially

“Why this unneoessary delay ? I aceede to
all your terms!” exclaimed Donhead, " ini-.
patiently. L '
- * Because tho girl cannot be brought to think.
as I do. . No argitments or entreatics soften her.
resolution ; she turns from you with aversion;:
and I might use & much #tronger term,” su-

swered Vidal, S C
“*I havenot been so simple asto imagine
that'a young creature like Isandrs would fancy

2 man of niy age and profession ; but I was not

quite prepared to know that she absolutely

shrinks from me with such marked feelings  of -
repugnance. I have mot expected her love,

neither have I expeeted her batred,”” rejoined

the other, thoughtfully. -

in this matter with Ysandra,” continued Vidal i

measures only can effect your purpese. Wera
sho oncerin your - power, and an ocgupant. of
your subterranean palace, father David might
do the rest without much trouble. If you wed -
her, it must he thus; no alternative remains.

I know the girl well enough; nothing ean

a8 you choose. May you bo as suocessful in | change her determination.” ‘

’

love asin war.”

!

THE SILYER BEEL, &9
i i ike,, you, must know what you sirike at;
“This is. hadr-unfortynate”. said, Mark, | strike,, you, puust know 3 !
ﬂk?nhma;:ossﬁ:ﬂoor imputiently ;- but I|when you fight, it is :-}Qﬂ.lrﬂ-blﬁ b0 know. your
v g” he added ,pa{liing,“!,f;w the . affair | enemy’s plan of batt]e..‘ ) s
m be mendod, and, we myst make the best| Lot to-morrow night, then, be the. time

£ it.. As I have already told .you, the sum|fized wupon,” resmmed Vidal, gvasively, ‘T
B I LT i ! 2 R SFE v

- Obedient to'this injunction, Albert and the

to an interview which interested him as much:

*“Be prudent,” replied D_#vid,” and all will

 to-motrow night I will bear off the. fairest maiden

“* Fair and gentle words will have no we‘ight‘ '

* she will never eonsent to bo your wife ; violent -

which you demand for your danghter, _shall be | will see that everything favors y 9“-':.‘-.1‘-3‘@39’ v

yours. Now tell me how I :sha,ll’ ,;bear_ away
the priie to my underground home ?

ather. *“ There are an hundred ways by which
she can be thrown inte your hands. Tean 59“‘1.
her upon some pretended errand or other, to &
distance from the cottage, when you and a fow

Mark, with a sneering expression.

Y am contont ; farther words upon; the sub-

ject will be, unnecessary. , It shall bq_soJMSl?g-
«Thst . can easily be arranged,” said the ) stood,’” replied Donhead. ‘

« And the five hundred forins—", s
"« T will bring you, tied yp.in a bag,” added
“And I'm
gure it’s not. avery father who has sense enoygh

of your trusty fellows oan seize herand bear|to gell his daughter for that sum.”

her off. Once in the cavern, the most difficult |

thing will be accomplished, and a little oi: fathe’x,'
David’y mummery will aceomplish the business.””.
- ¢ Right, Vi&a;l, right ; th,e‘aﬁ'%hj.! ghall not
be delayed ; L am impatient to see it gondue.ted
10 a happy conclusion. Let us fix some time
forAthis to come off” o

“ To-morrow night will suit me as well as 2
year hence,” answered Vidal. ¢ What say,
then, to that -time ?”’ : .
", *The arrangement pleasés me; let it be po;

in. Dorsetshire. By St. Michael!. the Lady
Evolina hei‘self might 'e'nvy the heauty. of your
charming daughter. But a thonght ogours to
me ; “tis possible that she already loves the son
of some neighbpring peasant. . Oo;ne, Pater
,'Yi(ls,l, tell me the truth for once, if you know;
although it would not add to the sweetness of
my temper to know that another had won what
T would give & countless numbher of floring to
Y
Obt"‘n]l;.o you hear that villain?” whispored
Albert, grasping the monk's arm.
o Hush!” paid father David. ** Listen, and
keep command of your temper. We are hear-
ing just what we ought to hear, in order that
our schemes may be brought to' a successful
" issue. What could be more auspieicus ? you
cannot thwart villany, until you uonderstand it
afid have fathomed its depths ; you cannot meet
an émelfgeney, until you know the nature of it,

“ Certainly not,” answored Vidal; “butI
am confident you will bekind, to tht}._gi;l;;g.nﬁ
make her an excellont husband.  What' morg
eould T wish? Tt is true that society hes sef
its ban upon you, end royalty has offered  re-
w'ardkfor your head ; but these are questions _pf
morality which, I do not feel competent tp die-
cuss.  All men differ in their views ; scaxcely
two persong think alike in the wide world, What
seems right to one seems wrong to another;
that which proves good and . wholesome food to
one, person proves poison to another. Had you
as many followers a8 King Edward, you wq\.ﬂd
bo to all intents and purposes as good 8 king
agha. Could you lead the largest ;numbqr of
men to the field, your deeds would be I;a‘lletlwb?
the Qpplauding__shputa of the wondering multi-
tude. It is power that confors greatness-upon
celebratod chieftains ; the majority is respected,
the minority is scorned.” .
“By 8t. John! I never heard zo many
wise sayings in the mouth of Peter Vidal :ba-
fore,” rejoined Mark. ¢ Beware! that p]f:lo-
sophical head of yours will yet carry you into
m%‘;ffh o sinister emile upon his hard, wiry
iips, Vidal opened the door. and dep&rta&.f}'om
the monk’s hut, his brain teeming with visions
of gol&en florins. __ )

«Tf I ghould not have an opportunity of
speaking confidentially to-day, you may expect
to see me 2t the cavern between the hours of

and when, and where, to meet it; when you

midnight and morning, “when we will devise

v
i
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‘means to frustiate the villany of Vidal, and the |

unnumly Projecty of the bmdtt ohief ” said tha
monk.

' Patther’ eonversatmn wis prevented between
{he two, by the authoritative voice of Mark
summoning them from their hiditig-plice,

B § have attended to the business which was

nppomoat in my mind;” he sdid, ¢ and now we
will to the Silver Bell; to glvd ‘oursélves a little
relaxation oyer J oaelum Capet’s best wine.”
" But fow words were ‘spoken by either pa.r-
ties on their way totho inn. Joachim Capet
met hig vigitors' upon the threshold with his
usual urbanity of manner, and ran over his
uaual eatalogue of great names with scoustomed
volubility. That he recognized Mark Donhead
atidthe monk, there could be no doubt; bu,
‘that te did not recognize Oasside was equally
oertam for he ltind drawn the hood: of his domi-
no e!ose dver his foaturey, -

" 4 We would have a room to curselves,” maid,
© Mark, ““and ‘our holy calling will not prevent
us | from tasting some of your-oldest and choicest

vintage.” With bows and smiles the mastor
. of the Silver Bell ushered the three monks into
th ciamber which Casside had so resently visit-
od, ind vhere ho had passed some of the most
rmhnppy hours of his existence. -

" "Witie was’ lmmedlat.ely placed before them;
‘but Mark Donhesd appéared ill at ‘ease, and
“aftiit swallowing, hwrriedly, a' fow cups of the
sparklmg bevemge, amae apd ahruptly left his

companions, saymg that he would retum ina
short tiife. .

Albiert wa dbout to speak freely in regard to
the' subjects- in which he felt so deeply inter-
ested; but a 'signifioanit gesture frbm fsthor
David detbrreii him. -

*This id no place 1o talk eoncermng 1mpon-
tant secrets ; these walls haye ecars to hear and
tongues to betray us,” w]uspe:ed the monk.

' The tble had beon placed against’ the wall
near the spot where Albert and the stroller had
‘heard the Gonversation between the knight and
his' squire, and the mind of the former naturally
recurred to-the subject which had then been
discussed. - He felt” an intense desire t0 meet

the person who paséed under the assumed name

of Godfrey Ridenger, and provoke him to an
encounter,. in order to do him such personal

harm as m:ght most éffectually. prevant him -

from carrying out his nefarious schomes in rela-
tion to Lady Eveline. Knowmg, as he now
did; the true name and character of this perdon,
he was fully conscious of hi8 power to exert a
strong influence in ‘whatever direction he was
disposed to-turn his atténtion. His erm’éuld
indeed reach all over the kmgdom, and crush

his enemies with scarcely an effort, with httle ‘

regard to their rank or condition.

[While these thoughts were pessing through
Albert’s brain, s hoayy step was Heard advane-
ing, and presently the door was,thrown open:
A man entered, and the subjeot of his medma-
t:ons stood’ before Kim, <

’ yours,” rephed ‘the monlk.

CHAPTER XIIL

GODFREY RIDENGER.

. WHEN Albert perceived that some one

was about bo enter, he drew the hood
of his domino more closely about his face, and
when he saw the figure of Sir Hugh Spencer,
alips Glodfrey Ridenger, he oongratulate& him-
$olf that he had taken that precaution. He
hesxta.t.ed an instant, and seemed mchned to
offer i some, apology for his intrusion, and with-
draw but his eye reﬁtlng npon father David,
put an end to his indecision.
" «This i3 an unexpected pleasure, holy
fathier,’”” said Sir Hugh, aﬂ'ectmg 8 very resr
peotful air.

“Tt is as unexpected on my part as on
“To put you out
of all uncertainty, this young man bolongs to
- the brotherhood, and you may speak freely be-
'fore himy Twill snswer for his ﬁdehty The'

& eaplimn reposes great confidence in him. How

is it that you have returned so much soomzr than
you expeubed. [ .

w My movements havo been' infiuenced by
varions’ ' causes,” returned Ihdeuger * But ic
tell the truth Y was anxious to Ieam the ter-

|
L

mination of a certain pusiness upon which 2 fow
trusty fellows of our fraternity had been sent.
1 have always been reputed & gallant gentlaman,
and a devout admirer of dames and damsefs.

¢ Who that kmows the darmg Godfrey Riden-
ger, will presame to dlspu!;e his clanms to gal-
lantry 7 ssid the” ‘monk. * But pardop my
want of hospitality ; here s’ some of Joachim
Capet’s best vintage.  Let us drink success to
the pretty love adventure now fast hastening to
a happy consummation. You have doubtless
heard ere this that the proud maiden ie alrendy

\ | caged

o Yes, the ploasant news reached me soma
hours since; and X shall present myself to the
fair one in t]m course of- the day. ButI fear I
shall not be considered & very welcome visitor.
The damsel, I trow, is preéjudiced agmst me;
ramor hath not given me a fair fame in these -
parts ; my Tittle pecoadilloes are magnified into
crimes, and my follies into downright wicked-
ness. But, by the holy cross! I mean this
lady no positive wrong. I swear by my patron:

gaint, that I would wed ber fairly this day, were
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ghe in consenting mood. Ag for my past gal-
lantries, they should be repented of, and never
repeated ; and on the whole, I think T would
beoome a sort of sober philosopher—a wise owl
to hoot at the failings and moral aberrations of
others. My good menk, there is nothing like
reform when one is sated with enjoyments, and
has a.constitution which is shattered by dissipa-
tion. Upon my word! I could it down and
read you a good sermon extempore; and if
good, what matter where it comes from.. W
must not look at the origin of things, but at
things themselves. There was Solomen; a
man reputed exceedingly wise ; but yet not wise
%nough to break off his folhesm time t¢ prevent
the consequences, save his poor body from aches
end paing, .and his conscience from periodieal
convulsions. . That celebrated sage did not dis-
cover that “zll wag vanity beneath ‘the sun,’
until his debaucheries had rendered him mis-
erable, and no lonaer able to enjoy the sweets
of existence.”

*“Heaven obviously intended you for the

. ¢hurch,” answered David..

e Hemren might have had such mtentwns,
but the whole thing was evidently a failure,”
added Bir Hugh, with a laugh.

“ Porhaps pot; perhaps not,” i*ephed Pavid.
“1t i hard to tell what a man will be, before
he ‘gote through with Life ; ‘it is easier to tell
what ho has been; after e i is dead.”

S (7 appears that the explmﬁs of 'a certain
Mark. Donhead are at thig time proﬁucm g some
excitement in Duraetahlre, and other portions of
the country ; and it may mterest you to know
that six hundred florins* have ‘been offored for
that portien of his person situdted immediately
above his shoulders—a. port, W, which, I fancy, he
would be loth to” eﬂhange for even that sum,
although I much doubt w"hether it does not
tempt  the - euplchty of some of his merry
knaves.”

“ Little fear of thnt ” said the monk, quickly.
“ Iquery whether. thera is one; among them who
would betray him for twme that amount of ﬁlthy
luore.”

«'T will gdd thsf. T have heard tb,ere is some

progpoct that the band will be harassed by a
strong body of men-at-arms,” resumed Sir Hugh,

 However, I have other matters to engross my '

attention at present ; I have fair lady to woo,
and T must prepare myself to appear in her
presence in a manner most likely to disarm her
anger. T must exhibit such a degree of contri-

tion s shall exzeite her pity; I must be the

most penitent of men ; the most selfcondemned
of mortala ; the most humble of human beings ;
more abject in my self-abssement than the rep-
tile that erawls ‘upon the earth, Yes, by 8t.
Simon! there is but on¢ way in which I can
appear before that peegless beauty; and that
is, a8 o criminal, asan offender against tihe laws
that govern sovial etiquette; as a violator of
the rules of human society ; as one who has .out-
raged forbearance and ¢ommon decency ; asone
adjudged. by the mouth of morality to be vile,
viler, vilest.””

" Sir Hugh Spencer pressed his hand thought-

‘fu]ly to-his forehead and paused a moment. He

ther added, in much the same tone ¢
“But the Lady Eveline. has, in somo wge-
sure, brought this upon herself. " In rapk and

fortune I was far above her when T first made'

suit to her in the courtly words of n. gal]a.nt
knight and a’ courteous gentleman. To- fler
refusal, she may justly attribute this mlsfortune,
#f misfortune it ¢an be called ; and I’Il be swo

the foolish maiden considers 1t ag guch. Bur?

will be honorable, by the virgin, I will.be hon- :

oiable before T am vindietive ;. T will Tenew }Iﬁe
offers that she goorned in other éta.ys She ¥

not—she dare not-—do otherwise than acoede b9
my wishes. T can raise her to a place c of puwer,
whose heighta will almost make her dlzzy ; and
I can crush her tg a &epth of degradatlon, that

would madden her to contemplate even ip. ﬂ:e'

distance.” . s

Godfrey B.ldenger uttered these words enen-
gotically, and staraped upon the floor to gwe
them emphasis.

¢ Come, father David, il this cup once more,
and. I will leave you. That will do; long Jife
to you, I hope your companion is disoreet ;
if ho is not, ho had better be dangling from the

" do not attempt to hinder me.
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- fallest tree in Donhead Wood than be here.” |
* And turning upon his heel, the friend, compan-

ion, and leader of bamhtt.l strode ﬁ'om the
chamber.

¢ What think you of that, my friend P’ ex-
clatimed David, when Sir Hugh had gilsappear
ed; * Havenot the last few moments given you

Ta deeper insight into the chn.ract.er of thie second
. in command ?”

«1 acknowledge that they have ; but I kaew
hun but too well before,” said Albert. “ Al
low mne to leave you for an instant; I wﬂl re-
turn directly.”

* **By no means whatever I”” eried the monk.
¢« Jt'is against the regulations concerning new
members. Such an act would provoke the
a,nger of our worthy eaptain.” :

Tt ghall be mine to shield you from all
blame, ' returned Albert. I am resolved ;
I would not do
violenee to one who hasshown himself friendly ;
but, T warn you not to lay your hand -upon me
to detain me. I shall strike—by Heaven, I
ghall strike! - All the powers of -the infernal re-
gions, ‘with Captain Mark at their head, could
not keep me here a moment longer lee way—
I gO I”

-Dashing the monk from him, as though be
hmi been a mere child, the young man sprang

" from. the room. He-closed the door after bim,
and perceiving that it eould be bolted on the

oumde,"aehberately fastened father David in;

' then thowing off his domino, he passed on to

the chamber adjoining, burst it open with a blow
of hig foot, and very unceremoniously entered.

Bir ugh Bpencer had just erossed the apart-
ment, snd was looking from the window towards

the forest, when our hero made his unexpected | -

advent 3 the noise consequent upon the latter’s
movements eaused him to turn quickly towards

‘the jntruder, who was careful to cloge the door,

as though apprehensive that the obJect of hm
wrath would attempt to escape. ‘

The knight started with surprise, and hm
cheek flushed with indignation. Sudden as the
gleam of the angry lightning, Albert’s sword
leaped from his sheuth.

* Most villanous of villaing ! draw and de-
fend yourself [’ )

Sir Hugh needed.mo second buidmg ; he
drew his weapon from its seabbard, exclaiming :

- ¢¢ Presainptuouy’ hind ! base born peasant!
this time you shall not escape me so easily 1"’

* Boast not——boast not, black-hearted wreich!
but Jook well to yourself,” returned Casside.

For a fow seconds the two men fought with
desperate daring and deadly determination.
The frantic fury of the knight was met by
the cool and consummate kill of Albert.  An
unguarded movement on the part of the former
left a portion of his persen exposed, and instant-
ly the Intter’s sword passed into his body, in-
flicting as he believed, a mortal wound. .

Sir Hugh staggered a few paces and foll to
the floor, which was soon stained with the blood
that welled from his side. Albert pansed not
an instont ; sheathing his sword, he ran from
the room, resrumed his domino, and’ re_]omed the
monk, before he had gone from his slde ﬁve
minutes.

¢ Tn heaven's name, what mad freak have
you been guilty of now!”  exclgimed futher
David, pale with apprehension.

“I have' been doing what I shall ever gon-
gider it my duty to do, while my arm is endowed
with life and strength T have punished a vil-
lain for his crimes; T have emitten one whose
evil deeds have long evoked the vengeancs of
Heaven,” replied the "young man. * But
come,” he ndded, * let us sit calmly down to
our wine ‘as ‘though nothing had happen'ed.
Grood father David, let us drink long life tows
to—anybody you will—Strolling Willie, “for
instanee.” .

Tt is-a -wise thought,” added the monlkf
“And since the deed is done, we must put u
good face upon the matter. So here’s & very.
long life to those who deserve to livg, and' &
speedy death to those who deserve to die.™... 1.
"« Very good,” my worthy xecluse; s more
comprehensive health could nob be guaffed. - It
will be well for us to pretend to be & little heats

ed with this vintage, and with argument, when

we hear any one approaching. And, by the
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Vfay, wé may as well rattle the; clrinkmg eups
.somewhat, and strike the table to give a life-
Bke reslity to the affair™
© % Ag wild and hen,dstrong a8 you ave, T per-
eeive thiat you are not entirely ‘without pra-
denae # gaid the monk. * And then,” he
aﬂded ina low volce, ¢ 1 héar the tread of
Joschim Capet. There will soon be a tremen-
dous excitement at the Silver Bell. Tist! he
knocks_at, the door—he Tepeats jt=-gtill no an-
swer—no voice says come in'; louder and louder
falt the blows of mine bost-no response-—he
is'out of patiendte—he will wait no longer—
‘the door creaks wpon'its hinges—he operis it,
and now for the grand discovery.” |
It may readily be imagined that our hero
waited the denoucment with considerable Inter-
est, heing himself so intimately concerned in the
,sub_]ect The moment the door was heard to
swing open, the voice of Jonohim Capet; was alse
heard, uttermg an exclamation of the most com.
plete surprise.

 Cagside and David immediately raised their
voided ag though in hot dispute, thumped upon
the table with their fists, rattled the drinking
cups, and gave other appropriate indications of

- violent controversy upon some polemical matter.
.- The words, * church, indulgences, encharist,

~ holy sepulchre, yirgin Mary, ete.,” were vohe-
mently articulated, - and it is feared in not a
irery gonnected manner, Capet, meantime, ran

1o thehead of the staircase and oried : -

% Murder—thieves—asgnssina I’ in a stento-
* tan-voice.

. Tmmediately several persons were heard rush-
ing up the dtairs to sée what such dire exolama-
tions. meant. Clande, the squire, and Mark
* Donhbead were among the foremost.

“‘What in the name of all the martyrs means
this tormoil 7’ eried the latt.er a8 he passed

Capet in the passage.

- Tt means,’’ answered Joachim, ¢ that mur-|

der most foul heg been parpetratﬁdat the Silver
Beil ”n

Hoaring the excited voites of Casside and
David, the captain of, the bauditti threw open
the door and looked in, supposmu that the
trouble might be there ; but perceiving them

earnestly engaged in oontroversy, be turned in- -

stantly and ran into the mext hamber, Ppre-
ceded by Cfaude, and followed by mine host.
The cause of the latter’s consternation was now
fuily apparent.
the' floor, lay the body of 8ir Hugh Spencer, in
a pool of blood.  Clznde Herminger kaelt be-
gide his master and felt his pulse.

* Life is not extinot,” he said, and tien pro-
ceeded to examine the wound in Kis side.

“It is deep and dangeroms,” he added;

“and tho hand that dealt,it know well the use .

of the sword. Joaohlm Capet, let strict search
be made for the murderer ; see that he dueﬁnot
escape,”.

“ This is wondrous strange 1” mutterod Mark

Donhead, assisting Clande to place the knight
upon & bed.

to know the perpetrator of this deed.”

. Without pausing to'add more, or to hear any.

rejoinder, the oaptain ran quickly to the chams
ber where our hero and the monk still remained,
and- whose voices could be distinetly heard
rising bigher and higher.

“ Fools 1" thundered Mark. Do you not
hear the nproar—are you desf to everytbmg but

‘this confounded chureh nonsenss—4do™ "you not

know what has happened ? Godfroy Ridenger
has received & mortal wound !

Albert and the monk turned 2 pair of ammad
faces towards the bandit chief.

“ You confound me - how did this happen
exclaimed David.

“The foul fiend only knows!” regomad
Mark, and instantly a new idea s&mﬁ to ‘coour
to him. He gave the monk ‘& stern and- sedrch-
ing look.

“ Tell me, sir,” he said, * has this young
man loft the room since I parted from you an
hour ago #’ .

Stretehed at- full length upon

I would give a thousand florins .
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e Not for a single moment, » rephe& father
David, ‘promptly. * I have been 1mpat1ent for
you to return to decide a question upon which
we have been dwputmg for a long time.”

+ Safan fly away with your gquestions ! re-
torted Donhead, impatiently. You are mor-
ally certain, then, that this youngster has not

- left the room?’ he added.

« e has not even left the table, if T can
trust any of my senses, and I doubt whether he
will be able to leave it, without help,” anawer-

ed the friar.

« You are both pretty deep in your cups. I
should eay,” rejoined Mark.

« Tt de fs,lse—-leave the room 1 exclaimed

Gasmde, mntatmg in a most felicitous manner

the tones of a drunken mar. He then arose
and fumbled for his sword, which bis domine
prevented him from drawing. He made two or
three unsteady steps towards Mark, and then
appearing to lose his’ ethhnum, fell against
the table, upsetting it,  breaking bottles, and
making a great crash.

“ The merry lad is too far gonesto be of much

service in case of a surprise,” said the bandﬂ; -

chief, with o smile.

The friar then assisted Albert to rise, and
partly by force, partly by persuasion, got him
upon a bed, and in a few minutes he was, ap-
parently, wrapped in the profoundest drunken
sleep that ever fell upon the eyelids of a lover

of the rosy god. N




CIAPTER XIV.

. WEIRD ELBII;.

: MARK DONHEATD loft the chambet to
see how it fared with Godfrey Riden-
ger, feeling guite sure in his own mind that'our
hero would require no more watching for the
next two hours. The friar spoke a fow words
to Albert in alow tone, and shortly after issued
from the Silver Bell. He walked into the for-
est until be had reached a lonely spot, and hav-
ing looked cauticusly about him to see that he
was not observed, he stooped and drew a bun-
dle from benesth the trunk of a fallen iree.
Then taking off hls mionkigh habit, he tied it
into & similar form ‘and secreted it in the same
place. o '
The bundle being unrolled. proved to be
gome kind of n garment obviously designed for
female wear. Ho prooseded to put it on, when
his external appesrance was greatly changed,
although the piece' of apparel which be. had
donned resembled in some respects the domino
whlch he had cast aside ; but it ¢iffered in color,
- ‘and gave to the weerer 2 more feminize look.
- The monk nexzt fastened upon his .feet some
sandals, which had composed a patt of the bun-

modern wig. This curious- fixture covered s
considerable-portion of his forehead, giving quite
a different expression to his face; a change
which was greatly enhanced by the appliance of
a white substance resembling chalk. This ap-
plication imparted a pale ond care-worn ap-
pearance to his visage, and a long stick grasped
in the right hand, completed the reader’s idea
of the physique of Weird Elsie.
All these preliminaries being eoncluded,

effeotually the monk was merged in, the fomme-
teller. Bending his form somewhat, and ' de-
pressing the corners of his mouth by a muscular
effort, he walked away in the direction of Peter
Vidal’s cottage, mumbling and singing as he
went, in order to enable him to sustain, as far
as practicable, the character which he had as-
sumed.

dle; and oomplet.ed his singular toilet by plac-

Lonis Vidal was keeping watch over his flock

" oni another oeoasion ; for lle belioved a good

ing uwpon his shaven erown a kind of oap, in-
geniously covered with short, coarse, black hair,
closely resembling the natural growth of the
human head, and approximating, somewhat, toa-

. ¢ome to nought.- You aye'd brave and notive

- ing which I will not do to bring about sach a

father David exerined himself ay reflected -in '
the clear waters of o small spring, to see how -

_ communicate that concerns ug' deeply.”. -
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a5 usual, in the aceusto‘ma&’plaee, and he was
not sorry to see appmnnhmg the old .woman,
who had ‘told such fine things concerning him

opportunity now offered to learn the pv.rtmulars
in relat.mn to the good fortune in reserve for
him.
\ .Elsie drew near. -
' Well, my good lad,” she gaid, * I told you
thet we might, perchance, see each other again.
Where is your sister "' .
+¢Ghe is at the ecottage; but I expect her
here soon,”” rephed the boy.
- -« Porhapy you remember that I made the
vemark that I was seldom seen twice in the same
place, withont T had ‘strong reisons for my re-
appearance. 1 have things to say to you both
of vital mportanoe azd what I say, T must
sy quickly, for there i no time to losp—the
voices are calling me another way.- Isandrs is
in gregt danger ; designing’ men meditate much
mibohief against her. But their plans must he
baffled—their schemes must fail—their counsels

yeuth,; and wust be the iristrusent employed m
fnve her from the evil purposds of bad men,”
added Hlsie, with an earnestness of manner that
¢ansed Louis to'stare st her with astonishment.

+ T know, wise mother,” answered the lad,
*¢ that Tsandra is unhappy, and that my father
has proposed a hiishand for her who is detesta-
ble to her gight ; and if that is the fate from
which you are nxions to save hor, there s noth-

desirable evént. Look!.she js eoming "7
-+ 41t is to thot intended merriage that I-re-
fer;"” resamed the sibyl; “tand when Tesndra
“has joined us, I will speak mom pfam}y upon
the-subject.” . -

In o short time the fuir shapher&ass stood
beside Klsie and Louis; .-
- 4 Thig woman,” gaid the latterto the ma;da‘n
! says - that'she.has something of importance to

§ #¢ Bpeak on, Blsie,” waid Isandedi.
“Twill,” eaidl the sibylls, soletnnly; * for I

base ‘and unserupulous persons, T kriow ‘this
man whom your father has selected to be your
companion through the j Journey of life; I know
him to be 0 opposite to you in character, that
ancther could not be found o widely different ;
I kudw him to be a man 'of niany erimes, upon
whose head Justice has -set ter reward.”

“Do you meun Dema Wetzel ?” asked
Isandra.

“Yes, yes! Denis Wetzel l” returned Elgie,
emphatically.

* Then cotafort yourself, good sxbyl for the
proposed union will never take place,” rejoined
the maiden; eamestly ; ““I will never consent
to bestow my hand ‘on Denis Wetzel.”

“ Never consent! - Billy girk! you know
little of the power of the man who hes given
you the ‘promise of ‘50 many golden florins;
Your'donsent will not bave much to do with
the matter. Might can overcome right ; priests
can mumble seremonies, even. t.hough they fall
‘on unconscious ears. A plot is aiready lmd
for your abdietion.”

e Arg you mdeed*apenkmg what you know‘l
or are those words but insane mutterings, ‘hav-
ing httle bf no meaning ?” ‘cned Tsandra, be-
coming very pale. \

¢ Tam speaking sdvisedly, eilmly, mtmuslly
T weigh every - word—I know what I sey, and
what T would do. X have not come hither by mere
chance, but by design, with a settled purpose.
Listen to ‘me 0o ‘lofiger as n man or woman,
but henr me as 4 responsible being. To-morrow
night isthe {ime fixed upon to carry out thess
pefarious echemes. Upon some idle pretaxt,
Poter Vnial—-I will not eall him your father—
will send ‘you from the ‘cottage. You will ‘be
| met by peveral persons ‘delegated for that purn
pose; sud foreibly carried to the place whickf
Denis 'Wetzél éalls his home, where a monk will
profnne the marmge ceremony by repeatmg it -
in your ‘preserice ; thus making you t.he wife of
& man whom 'you debest.”’ '

Tenddra listoned to thete Atrange declaratwnu
with {itireasing trepidation, and wad obliged,

hwve .come to advise you of the wioked atts of

when thé “sibiyl ceased, to cling to Louis' for
aippord.” T T .

I3

i
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s ] fear this terrible story is true,” said the
youth embracing his sister affeotionetely.

*TPoa true, too true!” murmured t.he fair
ahepherdesa

.* But your brother shall thwa:t this well—
devzse(l scheme, if he hag courage and’ adiress
endugh,” resumed Elsie. :

- #Tell me how it is- to be done, ’ saul the
youth ﬁrmly, “and T w1ll do it, 1f it costs me
my life.”

“ Bravely spoken, my fine lad! the plan is
briefly this ; you must change places with your
sister, and be carried off instead of her.”

+“How can that be?"’ inquired Louis.

“s'After ghe leaves the cottage to-morrow
night, a8 agroed upom, you must exchange
dresses. You are nearly of the same size, and
elw.i"hke a female; you might well be mistaken,
in the evening, for the ono you would person-
ate. This exchange of garments must take
plane near the cottage ; When completely array-
ed in the maiden’s dress, you will. proceed on
the erfand upon which she has been ordered by
Peter Vidal. When you are seized by the
yuffians, you must pretend to be much terrified—
weep, struggle, and pometimes appear to faint ;
always being careful to keep your face cloaely
covered with your sister’s veil. You must exer-
cige all your ingenuity, and Yeep up the decep-
tion, to the last. When the fraud iz discovered,
you must not be terrified at the scene which
will engue. Denis Wotzel will, doubtless, be
in a grest fury ; but Ido not believe he will be
disposed to do you serious harm.” Do you un-

- derstand me perfestly "
- Y do, if he does mot,’? replied Isandra, |als

“quickly.

* My mind grasps all the threads of | are mysterious.

tion of what must be done, to make the artifice
smooeed. But proceed ; tell me \what course I
shall pursue after Louis has left mie 2" -
“ Having put on the garments of your brother,
return; to the cottage and retire to bed with es
little ado as pbsalble When you reach ths. cot:
tage, if you perceive a man within, do not enter
until he is gone ; if not, enter boldly, as I have
said, Should you see's small bag upon- ‘the
table, or in.your father’s possession, know thet
it contains five hundred florius in gold ; and
that it comes from Denis Wetzel, in payment
for a young and innocent maiden,”

+ Your manner,” rejoined Isandra, * assures
me of your gincerity. Your instructions ghall
be implicitly followed. But I would ask ‘one
more question ; wpon whose head will the anger
of my father fall, when he learns the deception
that has been practised "’

“ Not upon yours, not uwpon yours; lesive
that sub.]ect to other hands. . God will, perad-
venture, raige up & friend to protect you. . He
elothes the lilies, and he cares for the sparrows ;
will he, then, desert those who are of more value
than the lilies and the sparrows? No, mel
Welrd Elsie, in her wanderings hes not. found
it go.”

Tsandra. .

+ Speak, daughter,”  s0id Fisie.

“ What will become of Tionig ? will his Yife ha
in danger?”

* T hope nhot—that is, T believe not,” retum
'ed the sibylle, with some embarrsssment of
manner. ‘¢ A friend may be raised up to him,

No, ne! Denis  'Wetzel 'da.re

the tangleli skein ;. I perceive all the details of | not: kill the lad.™

the gubjects, so fu- as concerns the disguise of

-« Tt had better be me than her }” excluimed

Louis, and the instructions which are to govern } Louis, warmly.

-his eonduct.

I will teach him how- to' act, and

«God bless you, my noble youth! You

what to say ; 1 will see that i in the matter of | well deserve to be a belted knight ; and so you

dress he resembles me 88 much as one person | will be, or I am 0 prophetess.

Adxeu, elnl-

can look like another ; and trust me all shell |dren, T must go”’

be done. with skill aml promptness, . and . the
amergeney met in precisely the way. you desire.

My intuitions are qumk Y haie a clear percep-

P
fow

“ But will you not come to us agam, kmd
Elsie?” :asked the lad. =~ - : ;
“1 eannot tell; my own future is not always

N plmn hefore me.

" could not gather them up again,
il then Be content nor expeet me unt:.l you Boe

) ms, 2

" Tsandra and Louis to marvel at what' they had

«And yet one more queatmn?” resumed'

- of a dungerous nature, and ke still continued in

‘Who knows? the ways of Providence .

- bad been there (whom he would not disgrace

" wery well known to whom to attribute the deed ;

refer to Albert Casside, ho unhbsitatingly re-

THE&ILVER BELL,

¢

Sometimes the darkmess
olosbs’ down upon my path, and I cannob see

clearly ; and the veicos that speak gntv'me so| -
often, admomsh e that T must not live for my-

gelf” nof seek to know coming events concern-
mg ‘myself, but concerning others. . My calling
is mot a selfish one ; a single solfish aet would
-depmve me of my power the thresds of des-
tiny would. slip from my- hands and be lost; I
No, no; the
thresd of my own life is not among thns,e that
guide my wanderings, and direct my efforts.
Bo assured that I shall appear before you again,

when a foeble hand like mine ean assist you;

- FPhe ‘mionk, or Weird Kisie, as we have celled
biim, in this character, raid no more, but direct-
*ed hia footstops toward Donkead Wood, leaving

heard, and to tremble with apprehensmn when
they thought of the future.

“While the scene wo have just been describ-
ing was taking place, Albert Casside still con-
tinued, to all outward appearance, to be enjoy-
ing a most refreshing slumber. The bustle in
the adjoining room had'subsided. The wound
of Bir Hugh had boen dressed and pronounced

a state that precluded the possibility of learn-
ing from his own lipa for the present, the author
of ‘his misfortune; The Silver Bell had been
made the subject of & rigorous search, by Joa-
chim Capet and Mark, but without ‘throwing

L any light upon the mysterious transaction ; so|
8  they were obliged o’ costent themselves with

conjectures and vague spéculations in regard to
the affair.” -

Capet averred that if a certain young man
himself by calling by name), he should have

for ssid” youngster was of a temperament to
commit. murder, or to perpetraie any enormity
that a human being could be guilly of:

Upon being asked by Donhead if he did not

phied that he did ; and! l:ad not spoken w:thout
good reason. -~ '
“ And the strongest of yo'nr reasons, doubt-
less; aie. those black and blue spots which I see
over and under your eyés, and . upon various
parts of your face,” smﬂ Donhead, with a mali-.
cious smile.

“ There is net,” returned Joaohlm " snch 8
hardened wretch among all your fellows. I
never was handled o roughly dunng my whole’
lifo; he showered such a storm of blows upon-”
me that T verily thought my Inst hour had come ;-
and when he.Jeft me, I was such a shooking.
speetacle, that my own mother would not have-
acknowledged me’ for her own’ son. Awmong.
gentle or simple; I never saw puch a fiery and
impetuons youngster ; and though chary of hié"
‘words, his fists are always at one’s servies.”

“ In the case of Godfrey Ridenger,” said the
chief of the banditti, *¢ I think your rustic youth
must be innocent ; and it were indeed hard to
animadvert upon one, who, for anght you know,
is an hundred leagues from here. But to change
the subject: Are those two proud-looking
cavaliers, who lost their florins in the forest, a
few days ago, still your guests ¥’ .

¢ 1 am momentarily expocting them,’ return-
ed Capet. ** Their servants’ brought me word
that they should pass the night hete, The tife
that has intervened since they were here, they
have spent at Motecombe Mapor; and indeed
they were of the hunting party upon that ocea-
gion when Lady Eveline so strangely &lsap-
peared.”

“ Now, Joaghim Gapet you begln to interest
me,” resumed Mark, eamnestly. «IfI mistgke
not, those two cavaliers were of high rank ; and
Ihave & prosentiment that we shall yet hear
from them in a manner not agreeable, I wish

‘Satan had flown away with Yorick and his com-

rades, before they had unluckily encountered
and robbed them in the forest: Have you Jearn-
ed by any travellers from that direotion, wheth- ‘
er thege unknown gentlemen have interested
themselves in that affair of Ridenger’s—the
vexations abduction of the lord’s daughter 1"’

b

“ Ay! you are now asking a question"which

’
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I-oxal snswer'; I mever neglect ™ levy contrl-
bations of general information upon every guest..
Travellera don’t: often esoape withont talking
more than they ought to, when Joachim Capet!

. gets hold of them. I have good authority for

spying that the two moble cavaliers, swho were
‘robbed of their ﬂnrms, who stopped at the Sil-
var Bell, who despmhe& & trusty messenger
for men-at-aims in order to pusish Mark Don-

* head, who were of the hunting party gefen'ed to

when the Lady Eveline was siolen, have inter-
ested themeelves most deeply and seriously in

‘the motter ; and it iz rnmered, furthermore,

thet §¢ is by their agency that & reward of six
hundred floving haa been offered for your head.”

“ Tt will cost whoever gets my head more than
that > replied Mark, sternly. < Let them
come, I say,” and the robber chief played ner-

pet,” he resumed, hmt:ly, “we must ba oay-
tious, 'Thid last act of &amng,imto which the
folly of -8ir Hugh bas inveigled us, I plainly
foresee will raise a dangerous storm, which we
musk be prepared to meet like men. Be cir
eumspect in your treatment of travellers; play
well the host. Preserve the important socrets
connected with the Silver BelI aa ecarefully ag
you do the precious sands of your own life.
Let. them omce be whispered to the winds, and
the arm of our power will well nigh be broken.
Yes, I warn you to be disereet ; .T am watching
you. Should your folly or your eupidity betray

ug, remember that there are two hundred deg-

| gem ready to deaw your blood ; and that te es-
cape the vengeance of the order, will be an at-
taimment utterly impossible. So, Joachim Ca-

pet, lot that facl; he am everlaalsmg aﬁmemtmn

vously with the hilt of his sword. * But, Ca-

in your-ears.”

CHAPTER XV.

SCENEH AT THE INN.

F there wag any sound under heaven that
1§ could attract the attention of Albert Cas-
mdg, and endow arm and brain with activity, it
wqa the cIashmg of swords.

ﬁghtmg mania. Therefors, upon hearmg the
noise of & contast in the yerd, in front qf the

inn, he incontinently leapéd -from the. bed, an&j' :
yan. towards the scene of the conflict as fast as.

lug hmbs could carry hun oversettmg, m his
petuoua gourse, several oﬂicla.ls of mme wor-
t}a_y host, Joachllp Capet. But our hero dla

pprplex hié mind about details; be had sn’
eye qnly to generaht.ms A an(} w;thout Pansxqgj
to, {,mlogme for the varions aemdenta which his-

ynexpeeted advent produced, ke dashed into the

yard liko 8 young- cplt, which disdaining gollar |
and sa.dﬂle throws his master into the dltqh snd

follows the dictates of his own fanay.
A:mved t}:ere, he was much elated to Pereewe
t]mt there was an excollent qpportqmty to in-

~#nlge in eut and thrust; for two persons were

engaged mth one slpndsr youth, . who, unequal
to the contest, was rapidly losmg lns strength,
and yneldmg ground,

- .

For him there.
*. Was yaugio in the ringing. of steel blades ; a kind
of music which mvarw,bly offected him w1t.h the‘

To mfa:m the reader that Al'hert drew lus
sword from beneath his &omlno, would be: t.lme
and words t.]:rown away ; for knowmg his hot ,
and headlong, temper, he would conclude nt
once, without much refiection, that his first* dot
would be to whisk out his weapon in the Ieagt
possible space of time; which was replly the
cage.

u Cowardly caitiffs " he exclaimed, makin|
kis blade flash meruly in the- sup. ¢ ﬁgeag
not shame your manhood-to attack orie s'lenﬁer :
youth qpon\whose chm the down hq.s sca,mely‘
appearea? Come op, urq,vens, and I Wlu teaah
yoq. aleason of gonﬂ ma.nners pr -

‘One of the fellows mstantly turned and made
a furious lunge at’ Alhert; but he ;pa;med it,
and in reburn, gave him'a tbruat" that stretehed
bim 2t hlB length upon the groun& H:p com—
pamon, secing how matters were polag, topk 19

dasappeared but not hefore
the aound of thg aﬂ'ray had. dlarmed all t 10 fn-
mates of the Silver Bell. -
. Holy father,” said the yputh whom he'had
befnended *« or whoever you are, 'I am greatl;'
obhged to you f for this tjmely; mterferenee. "l‘he




 sooundrels were getting the “best of the burgain,
* and I should soon have been entirely at their

" g garment whose first etiffnoss snd awkwardpess
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© you,” replied Casside.

“

mercy. Altkough you wear the garments of
koly mother church, you use the sword like a
true knight. This serviee I will not forget-

and if it does not at some fature' time re-act in

your favor, then you may seb, ‘me down as an
uncourteous eavalier and an ungrateful gentle-
man. »”

The courtly manner in w'hmh the youth ut-
tered these words, declared him to be of some
tonseguence ; and there was an air of superior-
ity and authority about him which did not ill

become him, but sat eamly and naturally, like

has been lost by wear.

* Buch a slight service as this, penmtle sir;
“merits not the kindly seknowiedgemﬂnts whichi}
you are disposed to acoords I were indeed a
churl, to allow two savage ruffians to murder

. -* 1 know what is due to gallantry,” added
ﬂle youth; ignd how to ‘be gratetil for a kind-
. Here, ‘take this ring and wear. it for, my

I ghall take it i, if'you, refuse. T may
ultzmatp‘lx prove &. powerful talismin_to save:
Jou, ‘from your ‘enemieg; or lo bleas your

‘fﬁp ”- \
Wg: h & bow, Albert; took the ring whmh the-
mnn profiered. him, and which he féared
i'.o ra;aet, lest ko nnght wound hig feelmgs, and

hqshly plueed it, upon,the tlnrd ﬁnger of the Iei‘ia ‘
“hand,

. "T obhge you‘ 0ourteous youth, I’ aceept
this pledge of your &wndshlp ;. ot as. some-
thmgm any manner memh:ﬂ bt as sn mdma,-
twp of your own gonerqug nutura
At that mstant Albert, felt a rough graap
upou Ejs arm, end tu;mng angnly towards the
intrnder, he pelwewed the soowhng faoe of Mark
\Dohhan&
o What nowl ‘had the fuul fiend, gotten pos~
'session of you ugam?" g saxd in'a vome of

mppmssad anger.
 Casside’s eyes | hnshed mdlgnnntly, a.nd ad-
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" ¢ Never prosutho to lay your hand thus un’
ceremoniously upon me the second time ; for
should you, I swear by the holy eross, I,will
pass my sword through your body, altheugh you
are surrounded by ail your minions !’
Mark Donhead bit his lips, and guailed be-
fore the menacing glences of Albert.
« Beware ! remember who I am I"* retorted
the former, in & voice subdued almost to a
whisper, “*But come,” he added, taking
Casside’s arni ; * tHis is no place for wrangling.
We are attracting observation ; we will adjust
our differences at some other time and place.”
Our hero slowly and reluctantly permitted
himself to be- conducted into the inn, As ke
 passed over the threshold, the youth whom he
had assisted thanked him again, while at the
gamé time & cavalier rode into the yard, whose
arrival appeared to give him much pleasure.
Upon seeing the two together, Albert im-
mediately remembered them as being the iden-
tical persons who had passed the night ab the
Sllver ‘Bell, .in an apa.rtmeut adjommg t%,
| 'which he had cecnpled, and between whom
had,overhe‘ard a oonversahon of some leng%
relating to a . robbery in. the D}onhead Woaﬂ.
The younger of the two was obvlopsly 'the it~

: ﬂmdual whom ‘the elder had addressed as neph-

ew ;, and the elder wad eonsequently the same
who had answered to the app'lieahon of uhcle,
on the occamon referreci tq

‘A fine plece of work have you ‘apmlad
me 17 ‘said Captain ‘Milrk, as thy ént t’hé
mp-room [ Those fellows,” hie added, el w'ere
anl;mg by, my oniers Thoae ﬁwo uﬁknowﬂ pﬁ‘
sopages are dangeyous, dnd 33 necessn.‘ryit 3
they shoul& be, put bt of ' the’ way. g ! é? e
persons ew.&ently oeeupymg *plaices’ o power
I have learned that it is through theit inﬂheﬂé‘é’
that the reward of eix “hundfed flofing lms bién
offéred for ‘my head. A Tearty’ diirsp” i
your officious infmheddling! Ie you go b:L L
this manner, i thived wodks ‘therd will ﬁdﬁhe 8

| tian among vs who has i whoIe skin 1o o]

e T gannct help it ; this ﬁgbt is ik me, a8

vmomg his face close to. the ear of the ‘bandit
dhief, he rejoined, in ahoarse ‘and threatenmg

- tone:

Sk T, s LIS o 5
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must ‘eome oﬁt » smd Al'bért mﬁsﬁéﬁng ’”in
digniation. !

_ter; T have you fast enough, and your boasted
mgnhood is subservient to my orders. , There is
& man in my service by the nime of Herbaul!i— ‘

. you sgw him in character the other: mght—he

_hundred floring for i whmh ‘considering the
. suality, is exorbitant and - ext.orbionary,”., oh-
_served Casaide,. eoolly ;

"tant hills,"” -

_of this weapon by.my.side.” - And the young
funir fixed-his eyes calily upon the -deader of |

THE SILYER BELL.

“Ygur unparalleled xmpudrence confounds
me 1" rozred Donhead. % By 8t. Stephen !
you cannot be what-you seem.: Yo are proud,
fiery, end daring., enough tobe of the noblest
hlpod.in - thi land, instead of the humble indi-
vidual which your garb attempts to deelare you
to be. Young man, I must have your hiat.ory,
though I wring it from you by the neck I’ -

“ You can have it without that trouble,”
sald Oasazde, carelossly.. I wad born of some
gimple peasants. near Hengxstbu.ry Head, in the
year 1306.” .

. Bah! it wfalse—it is false i cned Mark
nolently ¢ No_more fooling—no more fool-
mg! Cotne, speak ; who are you 2. :
.."**Eam a man,” answered Albert, ca.lm{y
. “ By my fuith! now you'are bearding. me. to
my face !’ restmed Donhead, . “ But no mat-

whisks. off: human heads in'a eurious way,’ he
added significantly. =~ - :

- In that ease, T kmow of 4 heac‘l the fe]low
.m;ght make noney on ; he could command six

¢ 4You think go!"” muttered Maxk soowhng
d&rkly

1 do, ‘tandidly, eaptam no :
1;.‘ ¢ Haxk ye, my preeoelous youngst.er! per-
alutps yor-aspire 4o the six Imndred ﬂonnﬂ your-
welf 977 s

“If L dld ” cned Albert sﬁrlkmg his hand
uponhis sword, “X would have them 'in my
‘pocket;,. before yon&er sun sinky. belnnd the dis-

:jlli I:Jtl.’” - " ’

,}!ul” ) N
e oy P
-3 Now,” said Albart ﬁtmly. .“ nnﬂhy mems

u’é :

the banditti.

air passin g out of your mouth I”* rejoiued Don-
head, in a. voice subdued,” ﬂeep, end fnll of
meaging. :

“I will 1ay a wnger of an hundrod ﬂorms,
pmwdlmg you are sgreeablo theteto, that, if
placed on equal footing, face to face, .and noth-
ing but our gwords to decide the matter,, before
ten minutes have been counted upon the. dial, I
will have your head under my arm I - -

Mark Donhead, who had been walkmg ﬁereely
up and down the room, now paused befare:Al-
bert, und favored him with a long and penetran
ting stare, in which farocity, fear, and indecinion,
seemed to be blended His chest worked: con-
| valsively;: ho set his teeth hard “togother, and
breathed like, a tiger that wishes to spring wpon -
his prey, but dare not: He then: throw. him-
gelf heavily into a chair and said hoa.raaly, and
w1th foreed composure :

- **I will not-acoept your mumed wgger P -

‘4 Act your pleasure, captain I” paid Albert,
who appeared: 1o -exercise a kind oft fasqmatlpn
over thesanguinary monster. = For.n ghoxt time,
there was.a profound silence, in which Tonhead
sat oontractlng his brows, and casting savaga nnd
curious glanoes at our hero.

Xt is impossible to tel} how. this. smgula.r eene
might have.ended, Jad it not-at that etjsis been
interrupted by the entrance of a traveller and
his servant. -He was a person considerably ad-
vaneed in life, whese exterior. deroted, both
rank, and ‘respeotability, - His manner, wes ab-
stracted, and he took little or no: notice.of. !Avl-
bert and bis compamon, but aqp.tmg hmself
d_e_;aetedly, waited patiently for the appearsnse
of mine host. The attention of - Casside was
immediately directed .towards .the new-comer,
and ho gave unmistakable signs of bemg oon-

siderably intergsted in- his appearance ; md,,po

'[ far as one could judge, a.ppeared aqually amugus
| nob to.be- observed by the ob_]aab of his semtmy,
_{ The hood of his domino, which had - "beem. pae

tinlly removed; he hastily adjusted, eqnmlmg
neaxly every feature of his face. . ...

Mork Donhead smoothed the, fmwna]fzag gug
forehead, and also began to honor the stranger

* That is empty bravado! a mere current of

with prying looks, -and obiviously desired to

-
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Rétoh e vathe and taion'of ‘one Whose Besr-
feg Wk 11 every Tespodt ko dliténipde.w T i
possible that he was taking a mental mVenmry
JoF° Stth 'urtivles of jofrelry ay druidented 'his
ﬁéraoh stich, for ‘mstacee, &5 golden finger
siigs, hiins, mh lace, topether with the heavi:
Ty-mounted kit of ‘Bis ‘Bword, and its chhsed
dilver poubbard s or; it may be probable that he
was thinking of - the: possible “amount of -ready
ﬁw‘ﬂey ‘which his purse might eontain.

- Joavhim Cajet not appebring, the servan,
who'¥tia 'in livery, rang & sinell hand beli,
vihiich had the eﬁ’ect to suthmon tha& worphy
furfetionsry, '

¢ Your huinble servant, noble cavalier I ex-
clalfied mine host. ¢ You are welcotho o the
Best house in Dorsctshire. The cellarsf the

- Bilver Bell i stored with the chofcest vintage;

and some of it has been' there half @ ¢entury.
And then T havoe™ chatabers 'that ‘are fit ‘for a
prinée ; the Earl of Shaftsbury, the Barl® of
Salisboty, Tord Besumont, Sir Hiagh Spencer,
sinfl the very puissant and honorable—"’

« Enough, énough, my worthy host! I am
fockitig comfort tather than splendor. Be'so
obliging as to show e # devent chamber, With-
Biit ﬁm’hat ¢iroumlocution,” tejoined the: stran-

isther wilceremonionsly mim‘mphhg the
mteraf hie Bilver Bell.
- 4« Ciattalnly, my lord ! Your honbr’s honor
has only to conitiand, enit your wosshipful wor-
ship’s ‘sdrvant will obey. What, ho! Jean,
Cdrl,. #nd Yalf o soore of you blockheads! will
you kéep Mz highitess weiting all diy? Groom
thils - woble gentloman’s Hovse, take his’ 'mﬂhy
péivait’s portmiantedy, tay the table, ‘and bésti
youtselves like usefal sorvwits, and not -like
Hitolent ‘ktiaves, ds you are! My lotd, be
| o wotde this: wdy, and I will show you
t&"h‘n ‘aputtiiont Which eomitands bire of the
ANbBENt ﬁﬁws that | ybﬁr lmnor'a eyda ever look
o oo, ‘
" Biniling ot the vﬁ'ldbil‘wy of ‘Josohitn Capet,

the traveller left 'the 'tap-¥b6im, ml Oiﬁﬁdu‘

mfmm %ehaﬁg%wm

l

"¢« To you "happen to know that genbleman ?"
aske& Merk, sullenly. -

-4¢ T laven’t that honor,’” replied’ A.lhert

*Neitlier do I; but trust me, Jouekim Capet
will e likely to find out. The fellow will nbt
be happy until he knows his name and rank,”
added Muik. *One thing, however, to me i8
quite obvious; %o i 'a ‘person of consequferios ;
and who lkndws but a wise providence “has
thrown lim in -onr way, that you may have a
ohance to try your hand: at your new trade:

Now I should call it a fair commenéément ig
the' ‘world, fora youngster like youto begin
buginessoh siich s respectable gentloman. - Any
bungler may rolf & dommon personof his filthy
Iucte; but it’s not every tyro that has the priv-
flege of cluppmg his ‘sword to the breast of a
réal lord;, or 'a belted Knight,” contmued the
bandit chief, in » sneering tone.

B! percew‘e,"retnmed his eompanion, *thst
you always have an eye to business; that you
are_something of ‘o philosopher, a8 woll as's
famovs ohieftein ; that you are 48 ready ‘to
count laurels as ﬂoﬂns

While Ousside wda making this re_]oinder.

JFoachim Capet re-appesred ; ‘whersupon Don-
hend induired how the cavalier and lhis. servamt
were motinted; whether their horses woré in
good condition ; whether the housings wpon themn

wore yich and eosﬂy, and saveral other thmgs

whwh we do not now remember. ‘

* Joachim went on'to state thiat' both saster
and rien Weto thounted upon boasts good dhough
for the king himeelf ; and thit wnddles, bridled
sod housings were resplondent with gold iﬂd
sl!vér :

« Ah'l sy yowso P eried Mark. * Bywy
patron saitit ! ‘we'must seo ‘whist can be' made of
this traveller. Casside, if you aequit "foursslf
well in this matter, I will forgive your durd-devil

impetuosity, and the misohief you have'alresdy

done. But I warn you to be govérned By ine,
and “¢xHibit hiore ‘subordination wad’ dimetion,
st Toss Ghstindey and impudedes.”

o Wbkt id you vall ahis Fellw'?” ‘neked

.t .
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Joaohim, turning pale and looking ﬁxedly at
Albert. -

“Tt i your old friend—Albert Casgide,”
replied Mark, laughing at-Capet’s consternation.

¢t Hoart of the Madonna! St. Peter and S4.
Paul, and a great quantity of other saints, of
all vexes! T had rather see Satan himself ab
the Silver Bell, than this mad-cap, hair-brained
youth P’ exclaimed the host, with much per-
turbation of manner. < He- will eut all our
throats, and murder the women and children !’

# (Jome, Joachim,” said Albert, *‘pgo and

bring us 2 bottle over which the eobwebs have

been acoumulating: for the last twenty years,
and let us drink confusich to our enemies.”
“If it’s all the same to you, I'd rather not,”,

replied Joachim, working himself towards the
door, wherenpon onr hero weut through with
the interesting pantomime of oracking his skull,

which had the effsct to subdué instantly ell his
former objections. He hastened for the wine.J
and while he was gone, father David once more
rejoined them. The drinking scene that fol-
lowed .&id not appear to be of the most com-
forting and happifying kind to Jozchim ; who
seated himself ay fur from tho table as possible,

and kept a most vigilant eye upon the motions

of our hero, expecting, unquestionably, to have

a bottle or some other missile hurled at his head,

or gome violent demonstration made upon his
person,




i
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CHAPTER XVI

THE ROBEERY.

flARK DONHEAD resumed: *You,
Joachim Capet, must be surs to learn

when this gentleman ntends to leave the inn ;

end heving ascertained that particular item, do
not neglect t¢ advise me of the same. Father

David, Casside and myself will be enough for

this job ; we will station ‘ourselves in the forest
8t o proper time, and ina proper place, and
await his coming. While one of .us takes eare
of the servant, our young friend shall perform
his first robbery-on the king’s highway.”.
Albert did not demur at this arrangement,
and the ocaptain and the monk proceeded to
give him very minute instructions concerning
the part he was to act, especmlly against awk-
wardness in his firsb attempt; they sssured
him thet his language must be courily and
civil when Lie demanded the nobleman’s money,
and that he must not degrade himself by low
and vulgar expressions; as his reputation de-
pended very much on the gkill and address mth

_ which he conducted his first enterprise.

While the worthy pair were imparting these
useful hints and practical admonitions, Albert
oould not but observe that Mark was watthing

his countenance ccntinually, te discover, with-
out appearing to do 5o, the effect of his words;
and he could not doubt but the banflit was
studying more fully his character, and testing
his good faith in regard to the object of his en-
rollment in the band. He was shrewd en_ough
to conclude that the captein’s carcless manmer
was wholly assumed, for the purposes above
mentioned, and’ eonducted himself agcordingly.

quarrel which had faken plaes, in the yard of
the inn, a short time. before ; and it appeared
more reasonsble to him to suppose that he was

that he had entirely furgwen hun his uninten-
tional offence.
Albert knew enough of the human disposi-

and flattered himself that he could not be de-
ceived, even by the cunning arts of the bandit
chief. Disguising his own feolings, he con-
versed with affected cheerfulness upon different

ment, and sustained his repﬁt&tion, genefally,

He was quite sure that he had seriously provok: '
ed Donhead, by-his recent interference in the |

only repressing his anger for the present, than .

tion, to underatand many of its various phases,

subjocts, quaffed his wine ‘with apparent egjoy- -
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33 B care-for-nothing fellow, in a fmanner that
efleoted great credit wpon his power of ‘self-
control. Mark was bafiled in all his efforts to

throw him off his gnard, and it is possible that} -

s . confidence in his. mew- ally, was; in some
mieasure, restored, ; His good nature increas-
ed with his increasing cups, ‘snd he even
‘went sofar as to drink the bealth of his intend-
ed bride; & formality which was anything but
agreeable .to Albert, who would much father
‘have preferred to dash his wino into the-cap-
4ain's face than to he reduced, o8 he wag, to
the alternative of swellowing it. C

- While matters were progressing in this man-
ner, father David was suddenly seized with a
copious hemorrhage from the nose, and loft them,
88 he said; to make an appliance of cold water ;

. the only sure remedy for that complaint. But

the mdment he was out of the tap- room,"instead

of manifesting any concern or annoyance from
the ecfrcumstance named, he quickly mounted

the stairs, and being intimately scquainted with
all parts of the' Bilver Bell, instantly sought
that particular apartment where he had reason
to believe the last traveller was accommodated.

He listened a few seconds at the dooy, apd

" then entered without .knocking. The noble

dooking guest, ‘was pacing the room with an air
-of the deepest anxiety, while the mela.ncholjr ex-

-+ ‘proasion of his face gave ample evidence that

gorrow had not been a stranger to his breast.
The sbrupt and unannounced appearshie of the
monk sczemed to surprise him, and pavising in
the middle of the apartment, he fized a reproving
‘and hiquiring glance wpon the intruder. Fa-
ther David huriiedly-closed the door, and laid
his finger warningly upon his lips.

it 5T have come thus abruptly,” said the monk,
in a‘suppressed voice, °* to make an important
commiinication. I have buta moment'to spare ;
it nust nob bé Tnown that T entered this cham-
ber and should chance throw me in youy, way
ﬂurmg your brief stay. kere, do not recognize
me, by word or look. Certain parties have laid
d-plan to 1ob you in ‘the adjoifing forest, ufter
#on have ‘left the Silver Bell. No- peicona}
wolezice . will be “offered . you; but iwhatever

moneys and valuales you and your servant
may have .in your possession, will certainly be
taken, to the last farthing’s wopth. »o
“ Procead, " gaid- the traveller, as Dsﬂd
paused an instant. |

“Js it necessary that you should reswme
your jourhey before to-morrow?”  asked the
friar.

o Impembwely,’ ! repl:ed the gentleman

* Be it s0—be it 50 ; lister to me: I bave
concocted a scheme in my own mind, by whiich
you may punish and baffle the designing knaves
of Mark Donhead. Feign to hiave with you a
considerable sum of money, and questioh mine
host abput the safety of the roads; and the dan-
ger -of robberies in the forest; while at the
same time you sdmonish your gervant to be chre-
fal of your portmanteau. '“This line of conduet
will have precisely the effect desived; and to
keep up the deception, prooire a small bag; and
have it filled with copper,.lead, brass, and other

‘worthless articles, thus jgiving it the appesrance

of great value. This bag you need hob -t very
careful to keep entirely out of sight ; ‘anfliafber -
yourself and servant have meunted, it might
very much favor theobject in view if yowshould
order him, in a suppressed voice,.- yet lond
enough for by-standers to hear, to hand you the
bag of florine, for you fear to trust him with it.
You smile, sir; I-perceive you enter mt.o the
spirit of my proposal.” -’ ‘ .
«I do, holy father ; T commend your mgenu-
ity, and will follow.your msbruetlons to the let-
ter,” rejoined the stranger.” ‘ The boldoe¢ss of

‘Mark Donheed is besoming ingufferable. Heavy

robheries are of daily occurrence.  To, disap-
point the cupidity of the ruffian in the magner
Avhich you propose, would really give me; great
pleasure:.” Although you are a strangor to-me,
tho earncstness of your. manner, as well as the
garb you 'wear, assure me of your good faith.
L:thank you for;this warning) and mll rust
your ingégrity huplicitly.” .

¢ Remember, my lord, or whatever your{msie
may be, that you dre not to recognize me,. should
¢ meet,again in this part of the sountyys; mnd
I will slso'add, that in-giving you.Shis.masning,
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Lendanger myown ifs, There are thoso with-
in how-shot' of-:the Bilver Boll, who, had they
any sugpicion that I Had whmpmd a word - of,
. adwiéh in your ear, would hang me’ ]ngher than
Haman.”

48" mtumed the. traveller earnestly, s I
mll sactedly observe your wishes, Heré is my
haud ; and once more let me express the deep-
est sense. of obligation, although the:simple Joss

of my Aoring could not affect my fortunes mate- |-

rislly ; for my most premous treasure is alrendy-
stolen.”’

# My lord,” added Daﬂd in & whisper,
"unotwitihsta.ndmg every wall has an earto hear
amil w bongne to speak, I will venture to edd yet
one taore word. The treasure :you yefer to,
andthé loss of which makes your heart gad, is
watohed over by Vlgllant eyes, and:shall be ze-
glored: to you again.”.

i+t e monk glanced cautmusly wont the oham—
bar mad-turned to go.

" Stay, good father, stay I’ ened the. traval-

for, mish affosted by the amgular announée- |

‘n&k*ho ‘had heard.

"84 Nomore, nry tord, not a word mnro-do
ot detain me a second longer—you. will yuin
allsdo ; not despmr-*-be hapeful»«‘[ go—
wifon.”
+i e’ monk opened ﬂm dopr, and 1ot the
ehdmber. with quick . and nolseless steps, and
sp,eedily rejoined his obﬁnpuﬁopa, i:n- the 1tap-

RS * 2

“ﬁsd&y ‘was drawing aoloSe. !Fhe sen
wh Rsappenrinig i’ the “western dorison; and.
ilight was dispensing her woftamists.over earth
it wky,: There 'was ‘no sound in Dorhead |
'Wood, and silence seomed to bavesast her. spells.
ovér b depths of the wide:fovest.; Three per-.
weba xbood motiondess beneath - the shadow of o
dlumip of oake, whom the gentle - readar-will:re-
‘peghind e curithres  friends‘shom.we deft, mot
mmnoe, enpymg ihe W of -the Sllm

Hifbar Camﬂe stlll waore’ 'the mm!kish tabit;
w Mark Donbead and-father Dawid ware olad |

MW'M&‘M@MW #ha:banditéi.

o 4 Thin adventtire pronises to be 4 very rich

alfair,” obzerwed Mark ; *“for Joachim . Capet ‘

sagured. me. thist : thas twveﬂer oarriey- 4 lstge
amount. of money.”

" «Fhat’s dncky,” " replisd David. “Thmie
jobe-that-do.not pay wall ; for it sppears. Jike
ineurring much rigkofor.n very small rewadd.
You say that this nobleman, for such he must
be, earries-his florina in a large bag?’

favored with a glimpse of the same ; and he is

| of the opinion that its eontents wo’uld be suﬁi-

cient {o make a.commen man ric

¢ Do you hear that, my\lad i saldtha munk ‘

turning to Albert.

*T do,” replied onr hero, striving to, speak
with befitting firmmesa ; * and I must: endenmr
to acquit myself omditably,”

4 OFf vourse; you must make a grand eﬂ'oﬂs.
und- thengh' you may’feel o little trepidation: nt
first, the thing will -come quite naturally,
atime,” returned David. .

** Perhaps so—1 dare say,” rejmned Gmda,
in & voite not free from. emotion.

" «Befirm "7 gaid Mark. * Evoke the cave-
for-mothing spirit that sometiines possesses you.
They: are feeble hearts. only - that falter—wonk
souls; thet laek: resolution, The time draws
mear—the mement of sstion approaches. . Ban-
ish :yeur indecision,man-; lay your han& hld];’
upon your eword, thus; and when' you seize
the ' bridle rein, ard place:its point 4o the axv-
. | alier’s bregst; look at-bim @= hard -as . yoidid
atime-.pljp. morning, when you thredtoned.te
rh me through the-body. Let the thenght.of
the. floring, siefl «up ab the saddiebow act asia
continual incemdive, and atmmls.ﬁe you .like &

dozen glasses :of wine, In this ons0, we Wil
oontent-ourselvés with the mohey; we wﬂlmt ‘

take their horses, acrpersunhl ornamenta.”, .
tas] mﬂsrdmd Tejoined A.lbert in u!ow
volee, . - '

# Guurage—-»oounge 4 %whrspered Bnnia
!mm. .

t You mnst ha.lrm mmd s aﬂdeﬂ Bnnhea&
steroly, *“that Iman watching you ; and if you

| attempt to play ane any Gf -your scurvy deinks,

Yoo, I.am certain of it, for Joaohiﬁr was
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I m]l give you over to the tender mereles of
Herbgult I’

“Hush !” said David. I hqar them ap-
proaching. Let us tske our plaees neaser. to
the road.” '

As the parﬁea moved in the direction indiea-

. ted, the mouk contrived to w]:usper a few words

to Albert,

“Keep your face well comcealed—do not
tremble—be resolute—be prompt-—as T have
told you, the ‘traveller isx warned—he expects
this interraption—he is prepm‘ed for it—there
will be no resistance—it is understcod-—and he
will not be a single farthing poorer by the
operation 1"
~ =Y oannot perceive how that can be,” return-
ed Cosside, in the same tone, ** when be h,as a
bag of florins at his saddle-bow.” -

% You will know socn enough,’ ddded David.

“¢<¥ tremble——my heart leaps into my throat
to choke me. My God! yoir know not 'what

. you are urging me to do—you cannot tell the

errible atrugglé this {s doiting me !”* -

- . * No more—ne mote! remcmber what is o

stake—-Isandra~the - Tady Evehna 1” rephed
tha nionk, humedly

% What sre you safing there ! Be wilent '
ﬁﬁs&ﬁ Dioihead, holding nphis fingér, - Tdiots !

Ain't. you ges they dre'close atlond ? Casside,’
goforward ; ‘abt :your part; if you fool ‘me,’

ripon shall. feel’whnt. ﬁt 5 to play "mth ﬁhe lltm’a
Wi” ]

i Thetraveller was now nenrly ahmnat of t.he
ipartics, bnd his' sorvant & few sops hehind L
TAThert leaped ‘into the 'Foad,’: dréw his sword,
qand Plécing its point 46 the bresst - of the: ﬁora—
fiuost, -gaid, in & voiod gz imllkt hrs o&vn bh he’
osald i

# My lord, I would trouble you*for bhe 'bag
of pold b your saddlebow I 0 -

+ - Fillain 1" éxelaimed the noblomen. . “ch
-dars you -stop - npomablo trhveller upon the

}kiug"afhighwn.y ™

-~ to do-you- peréonal bsrar-iithe faring; without| . -\

‘:"Fl's' oot .. : : . ‘_‘> Lo E L e

delay 1" retorted Cosside, firmly, and making a
menaging motion with !.us weapon.

Without farther remonatrance, the nobleman
took the bag from his saddle-how, where it was
partially covered by a portion of his firess, and
threw it at Albert’s feet, saying, contemp-
tuously :

* Young mon,.Y hope you will some day
learn’ s better trade.” )

As our hero bent to take the bug from the
gronnd, the hood of ‘his domine unluckily slip-
ped from a portion of kis face; the traveller
caught » glimpse of hie features, and uttered an
‘exclamation of painful surprise. The young
man hastily replaced his domino, waved his
hand to the man whom he had robbed, and re-
joined father David, who bad been watching
the scene with much interest. A moment after,
Mark Donkead, who had provented the servant
from-going to the assistance of hiz master, also
returned to - his secomplices, rejoising in the
complete succesy of the rebbery.

" 4 In-this affair,” he said; warmly, addrenstiy
Albert, “you have conducted yourself with
much disoretion and courage. I never iaw e

| beginter do -the thing.up more cavalierly.

have a distinod ¥oeollection that-the firstttime. T
performed that delioate business, my voico tvesh-
bled » little whén' I tmade the rensonible reguest
that the worthy: gentlemen -wowld give me hi
purso. * Howevet, praotice ‘maken perfect ;» and

| the littlo qualodsof conseience which & tyro dnsy

feel in the &ist stages of the art, soon. diss: )
By my life Ithat is e "corpulent-looking- bag!
Joschim’ Gﬂpetwhsng‘h{; ‘end he - shall béoauit
ably rewarded for bis:fidelity.” . . oo

« % Wakbit,” austwered sarhero; “and diapase o

| off it-aa you please ; T -oaxe not for it.” .. .. 5
‘*That wes - 'n apasm of -consvidnoo ; behm

Jme; it will soom -wear-off.. Bah! .]Enmerm-

fuse moriey 5 itibwhat gl the world are runming
‘mad after '’ retorted Denbead, taking the bajj.

}** But ceme,” be added; *“Jot us away: 4o the
"4 Ydur money, sy Tord I‘ “Do ok fomf‘maL

cavern;; ‘we'have dohe snoaghfor one day.””

. [ R
.




"CHAPTER XVIL

AR

THR INTERMENT. THE l!Ii)NIGHT WALK. " ,-' 5

P'ON the ensuihg mg'nh Albert’ aw:ute& m'

“his cell the expected appearatice “of ‘the

stml!er, with considerable” anxiety. That sin-

guler! personage . came o little ‘earlier than on
‘previous oceasions, He. foand our here  much

-dejeoted, and more thdn *ordinarily excited by

‘somg recent cocurreice. ~ Bit Wandering Wil-
- iié eppearéd the same; there waé no change in
hizmsdnner, or in his dréss; the same impene-

" trablomantle of mystery hung about his dcts and
intentionz. - It was in vain that e addrissed
‘mrﬂm of theer to Casside ;" the 'Tdtter's mental
sbeenity had beén tbo. ﬁolently dmturbed to.re-|

N

cover speedily itd worted teanquillity. . -

- 4 Do’ not- speak to me of the futute- 1 ‘he‘ex-
elmmed somewha “sharply. - ““Its skies are
.oweredst, and dark with storms of disgrace.  The

amove-resolutely' I struggle to mend my desperste

fortanes, thémore-deeply'do Tbeeome involved.

But letug droy tlie -ungéninl théme, and talk of

airything but the fature. I 2eoolléot now; that
thefe iz'a dizapreeable work to be Qone:; come,
lot us go forth and perform it. AsY told you
at the first, it is a thing I like not; hut a8 we
have sommeneed it, it must be conducted firmly

bo the end.”

A

¢ Very tiue,” said Willié; “ what ia"begui:
must be finished, 2nd it is now our painful duty
to consign earth to earth, and dust to dust, piay-
ing that God may teke care for the rest.” '
" Casside and -the stroller” them proceeded to

‘the place of interinent ; the former held jn- his

hand' the dim light, while the latter, with: piek
and spade, removed a portion of the. earth from

the recent grave. Standing -thiers, beneath:

those gloomy- arches, with such mournfulme-
nentoes of mortality around.him, Albert. dould
not but " vefleet upori the . mutebility of haman
affairs, and foel that life was indeed 2 secagoit of

vicissitide and pain.  The feéble scintillations
of the lamp called up fantastic shadows and
‘shaped grive monsters upon the rugge& rooks and

ovérhanging walld.”
His own fancies were ag. w:ld and ﬁfnl ‘ag

thoge pictured - arounid him'by the faint efforts of .

the glimmering Jamp to overceme the surround-
ing darkness. Meantiime, thi, stroller ‘labored

industriously, dad Hollowed out & space i 'which

to deposit the mertal remais of Herbault.: -
“It will matter but little, if it is not very
deep and wide,” said Willie ; .*“ and his slam-

the hojjeful.”
* Belfish young ‘man 7 retorted the beggar’
“ g t.lns, then, your eturn - for Kindness con-
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bera will be jush as sweet, as though he were
encased in a g:lded éoffin.”

The'body of Herbault at length was b’ronght
from the’ spot where it had been secreted, laid
into the ground above some-of his own handi-
work, and the kmdred eart.h wa3 thrown upon
him.

Albert felt’ truly t.hankfu.l when this dmagree

able task was completed, and the ghastly figure |

of the executmner shut forever from gight. The
mound was made to assume its former appear-
ango, and the implements  that had been wnsed
were returned to their accustomed places. Each
of the'tiwo men experienced sensations of awe,
when they turned from the spot where go many
huitaan bodies had found room to mingle with

| ~ their kindred elewients.

-« Now,” stid Albert, pausing in the corridet,
when they had walked gome distance, * I would
gee Lady Eveline; and 1f you have any power
to bonduct me bo her presence, I entreat you to
d6 so.” '

““Nono! that xust not be thought. of I -re-
plied ‘the stroller. *The danger attending
such a step is too gheat.” .

Old mon, I care little for danger. ¥ou
éannot change my purpose,” re,]omed Al‘nart.
ﬂnn{y
" ¢ But you foiget, my good youth, that I
also incur o portion of the danger? Itis true
that you may value your life lightly, but it does
0t follow a8 a consequence that T set the same
Tow ‘edtimate upon mine,” returned W:lhe

- “’.l.‘o all’ ouf.wml appenraﬁde you are. the

Albart contempbuoualy, ¢ and yeb you elmg a8
tenaelously to life as the young, the fau- anrl

forred ? are these thie thanks you héstow fbr my

. gérvices? is this your' gratxtnde to an old’ man,

who _has already me'u:rred ﬁea&ly Pel'll for your
ke
_“Pa.rdon me, good Willie! my mipmenne

and" impetitosity make: ftie utter - things-'Which

are not dlsereet ami which ‘may cavise me fo ap-

*

pear méanly selfish ; but st present, as you sre
aware, T am not acting for self, but risking kfe
and fame for others.. 'If there is any possible
way by which you can procure me an interview
with Lady Eveline, you - will confer upon me
the greatest ' possible favor, ‘and lay me under
an obligation which T shall not consider repaid,
until the debt of natuve itself is cancelled.”

“One great dxﬂ‘:culty which standsin the
way of Fout. desires, 15, that the apartmenﬁ of
this damsel is beyond the places whers, many
of the banditti sleep; consequently, in going
there, we shiall be obliged to pass them ; whieh,
on the whele, eannot be' consxdered 2 very plea-
sant anderteking.”

] eonfess, friend Willie, that that is
ahjection ‘wm'l:hy of eonsideration ; but.I am
prepared to incur the risk consequont upon the
undertaking, ‘providing “you: fael dlﬂpos&d to
share it with ime; or, if you prefor; give me
such instructions that I' may go unatteﬂdali,’
and suffer in my own person (1f need be) ail
the penalties of discovery.’t. £

The stroller mused & moment, as if weighing
all the cu'uumﬁta.neea of the cage, and then an-
swerad: - Ce

T am glways ‘willing to dare danger, where

| there is & prospect of success ; but I .am nob oie’

of that kind -who 'zt without forethought, snd

endeavor to- execiite plans before they are wa!l

matured. In Tegard o your going.- alone,
tnstruction which I'can give; will enable: yod to
do so. And now tell me, my lad, eaﬁdldly, it
much real good -would result from ‘an mtemdw
with this high-born maidén 27"« ' -
“ She is, no’doubt,”:  added Oassxde, o ﬂ:a
subject of the monb’ pami’ul ‘uncertainty and ‘tor

| turing apprehdnmot A -few words' from ‘me

wight remove a portion of her anxioty, an& Afe
the heavy byrden of terrar from her- ‘hedrk:
This gontle' dainsel, ‘goodt ‘Willie, is most ‘dear
to mie . and the sorrows thiat distract her-boson
are - shd.red by me, and’ mﬁder my own 1ify
whed » - H L,,A.
“Buch thmgs aré very al:range,” ‘resumed the
stroller, ¢ but no doulbit they are natural ‘and’
proper; slthough I'niny net be fully able: to dn-




" . THESILVERBELL:

derstend them, . Ldm #ay there ave some true
feigndships in tbe~wopld§ yehich do-bonoy to.the
hogan.- 7890 § but, thiey are not.often found, and |
- ip.gll.my wanderings ¥ have not.had the good |
ﬁm’tuna to meot with mpny of them: However, [

in Telation 10 this Lady Eveline, I will. sttempt, |
tomnduoﬁ you.to her; ‘and ifX fuil, you xust |
suffar the' Gopsequences, as areward due to rash- |

pewe, #nd. not 28 a Tesult; nf 8 want of pmdeace‘

on Y, Wt' ¥ R
.. When he had. ntte;ed thm wordu, t.he strol-
lgn movod on in s, direction wholly unfamiliar to
onx hero, . often, panging . to sdmenish him, by a
wnmg gesture,. to the obsexvance of extyacr- |
dinary caution. The way over whigh they were
now walking, geve evidence of: ise,mg more fre-
guently trodden, than that they had . pnemualy
fravoraed. - They passedvmous.d:.w;gmgshaﬁs
wid : dismal * paseages, leading. . he’ knew not
1wb,ithgt Presantly W);lha stoppedt . nearly op-
prsite. ». massive ‘door of wood, which appesred
o be fixed .in, its, place mth hrigt requ 4o,
strength and security: .. .
.4+ That doar,” whwpam& the ]aeggu.v )" opans
to_ a room; where the kreasures of the bandit are,
hosrded. Lould you make a stolen visit there,
sad manage to getabove-ground onge mare, you
wight load yourself with unipld wealth.”: ;.
1.Kusside shook, his head, swiled . fainily, ,apq,
" sigpifid, by & movement of  the hmdz, that his,
gnida ghonld. proceed., . :

m&,ht&hfmher on. ano&her doqx;, mmewhat ‘

wimilan; in appratance, shizasted the young man's
aiwption: | Willie pointed:. mmds ;t. algluﬁ
oantly, and whispered 4 .., ..o ni e
o441t is the place awigned to; ;ha exaluawe ise
of .Mk Donhead,  Tt.is .there ﬂntha will
dream tonight of his young bride.elact.” .
+.Athert, hl& his lips; aml pushed t.he al:roller
ommd
., After gdvamomg son;e twenty yards Gasaxdq
mquxmd by his companion. thet: they wers
Bb f'i~lw large oompart;mts whera the band:m
pe. - T
o Being %0 numerous,”, ha added; “ 1t oan-

. gat.be, exproted that: they,should be ccommon |
dated with ‘separate sleopingapaztments, not,

w;thptapﬂuug nature, inope of harwild: va.gg.r;qs,
| amused herself by condugting these wast \mmmg
opamtlona bexgeath the sufue,whxph haye mpre
than once. excited your wonder by their: innus
'merable ramifleations, and varied windings and
turnings, .-Some half-a-dogen capacious . chame
bers, cxcavated By -mature, but improved by
'art, answer all the purposes of . lodging. ropms
for Maxk’s merry follows. Bome of these cham-
"bers, for the object of ventilation,. have bepn left,

' ehall run some, ¥isk of digeovery in passing them..
'Tt,ismow necessary that the lamp should be e

‘borhood, it can easily be relighted, as I bave
the equisite mborials in my pocket. Bay and
‘night, you know, are all the same tome ; L am
gludesl a3 muech by instinet when the sun . is
‘highest: in the heavens; ay I.am in the hoyr of
' midnight darkness. Take hold, of my arm, and,
'you. shall see what - instinet cpn do; by my
faith ! T am inclined to think it was made befo;u
ayeat? - ‘

Casside made 1o a!!ﬂwer. aml Wllhe extm-
gmshed the llght leavmg them envelopedz in
t,he most, impeneiyable mbe of mght that .ever
"baflled: buman -sight.. Taking the arm nf g

for aeonsiderablo distance, each vieing with the
‘othor in the Aoftness of their tread, snd the
stea;lthnesa of their momments »

_ Qccasionally they. heard voices, and thﬂ lm&vx
resplmtmns of many, pleamra ; a,pgi by the ewps

‘was emwbled to tell when, they. were passing the.
'sleeping apartments, -even, had nat  the ahaye
mentioned soynds greeted his ears.  Anon, the

| foobsteps of ‘Willie beoame less hght, g.pd hie..
mauner more assyred, and the young man was
-| conscioug that they had 19& the dangarous Jocal-

ity behind.
ghm.” surmured,the mendigaat.
of, groping in the:dark.

. "ﬁ}::‘mpaa paas&ggsnmewhere mt}pg WM’
nity thay furns to.. the foft,” added the lﬂ.sh‘

opon ; and a9 T have, alresdy warned you, we - -

‘tinguished; when once pagt this villanous. neigh-, -

conductor, he suffered himself to be led forward;,

‘rents of aix mhich 'blew BPIR, Albert’s faee,. he -

"ot A fow yoods usther, agd wo will ll,ght fhe |

' (agside was glnd o hau' this, for he was ty:ed ‘
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apeaker ‘““and I must find it before venturing
to strike @ light. I maust feel along these rug-
ged walle; it cannot be possible that I have
passed it.”

‘¢ Perhaps your 'instinets have fuiled you for
once,””. replied Albert. -

¢ 1 trow not—wa'shall know soon-~it is very
important that the passege should be found,
beoause it leads to the place where the fair cap-
tive is immured.”’

Willio then placed his hands upon_the walls
and felt his way carefully along ; while Albert
followed him, awaiting, in the greatest suspense,
the welcome anncuncement of the expecied dis-
covery. :
¢ Here it 1s, * gaid the stroller, at length,
when Albert was beginning to daspau- ot‘ suc-
eosg. :

T Iust.mct forever !"* sald the ]a.tter

“ Wisely spoken, young man. Tt is one of
the most wonderful gifts of the benavolent
COreator. - What conld the horse or the dog do
withont instinet 7"

44 Nothing, phﬂosophmﬂ. Willie ; they wodd

enhancing my. ‘estimation of inatinet, to such &
degree, that 1 ‘begin % entestain sexious irten

 tons, of putting out my own.eyes, in.order tp].

be made the object of its wonderful powars "
reborted Casside, . .
. %1 would not advise you tq do ao,”“ ratumad

: the blind. man, ¢ beosuss it is more tlwfnend
" of the unfortunate than the foolish,” ‘

.»/The stroller stopped, and produsing. ﬂmtjh ateel,
wod tinder, re-lighted the lamip, The two men

m:mlke& bnskiy furward.

s LA

** Here is the door that opens into the Lady
Eveline’s prison,” said the beggar.

“ But .one difficulty yet remains !” oried Al-
bert, *¢ The door iz locked, old man ; how can
I enter?” )

**1 am not the person to come so far on a
fool’s errand, I assure you ; I always look ahead,
to see if I am prepared to meet all the difficuls .-
ties which T undertake. I have a duplicate of °
every key in the cavern. "I have not been idle”
since I gained access to this singuler brother
hood,” replied the mendivant, with a smile. -

Thereupon, he drew from his bosom a key,
and held it up before the young man.

« Industry is among the most commenda.ble
of all virtues § it is a sin to be inactive ; when
the means of knowledge and power are in one’s
WY, be should invariably improve them. They

lare the drones of society who never prosper.

Those who have made the most of their oppor-

tunities are those best prepared to meet great

emergencies. Remember it, young man, for it

|is & truth thehmy ‘be of henefit to yda du:ing
'the worldly steaggle.”” .. o 0 g b

. mﬂ&tobe useful servante'to man. . You are| .
ook, and: 'with emotions. of joy and lmpe. Cagm

The mendieand. then plmed bhe key  in. thy

side heudthobolt dy back.. SR
Ho'took the Jamp and entered the eell,nhh
Wandering: leha awmtsd his appearanee in the
passag. AL
+ The mtemew woe ot‘ qonsxdemble longth, ang
when it. -wag oonelnded, the strollor condusied
Albert back to hig.alletted compartpient, wrikhl
thio, obuermmi of -the sama cauticusness MM
eharactema& tbw ‘previous. pmoeaﬁmga.

i . L




" CHAPTER XVIIL -

~ THE ABDUCTION.

I'Ii] time appronehed which ‘seemed des-

tined to prove an important: epoch in the
lif'e of Isanﬂra Vidal. . Bhe- expenenoed much
anxisty -and mahy. trepldmona of spirit. in- re-
gard to the events-about to-transpive. She
foarell Dot only for herself; but-for the safety of
Liouis. /Fhe sudden appearance of Weird Elsie,
and the singular interest which-she manifested
inithesa ew: phases’ of her existends, had . tén-
deey: to' mystify her ‘mind: not & little. . Why
Eadthat inexplicable persbnags presented ker-
delf st dich & orisis 2.~ What darthly object could
‘she have in frustrating ‘the designs of the man
whom she knew as Denis Wetzel? Whenoe
came her knowledge of hié character and de-

signa? Was there any secret tie that bound-

Elsio to Wetzel ; and had the former really any
power to aid her in an hour of extreme need ?
Queries of thiz nature floated gontinually
through the brain of the gentle shepherdess;
but she found herself unable to artive at any
definite  conclusion in regard to them. Some-
times ghe was half inclined to helieve that Elsie
wes a mad woman, and no more then that; and
had merely gwen utlerance to the dlseonnected

and i incongruous Hnagery of her own dlstorbed

imagination.. But when she reflected . more
matarely upon the details of the last interview,
she ‘could not consistently queslnon her sanity;
her manner was -rational and ‘impressive, her
words well chosen, and her eameltﬂass qulta
appa.rent

Teandra had proxmsed to follow the. mstme-
tions of Hisie; and she adHered religiously to

the same. She had disoussed the mafter fully

with Louis,” and- the youth had entered . with
spirit and’determination, coupled with pru&enue

and. sagacity, into her plans and purposes. | It
wag oonceded by both, thab their father’s AT

ner indicated that somethmg unwsual was going
to take place. His air was abstracted, his brow
clouded and thoughtful, and his replies to ques-
tions abrapt and impatient.

As the night approached, hia aglta.hon evi-
dently ineressed ; and Louis observed him more
than once caatmg troubled and halfregretful
looks at Isandra. The latter felt a natural
quickening of the pulse when she perceived that
the hour had arrived which was to test the prac-
t:cablhty of MMsies schemes.
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¢ Tyandya,” said Vidal, suddenly, in a voice
not altogether calm, *““you may take this pack-
age and carry it to our neighbor, Michael Hoff-
Iand ; and tell him that I attended to the mat-
ter aawell as I eould.” . ) ’

"With a treinbling hand the maiden received

" the. package lookmg inquiringly into her father’s

face as she did so.” _Vidal instantly averted his
ayes and turned from her, and with an unutter-
able feeling of sorrow, the young girl prepared
herself to execute this pretended commission.
When she had done %o, she loft the cottage and
wag joined by her brother, who was awaiting
her-at a short distance. The garments which he
wus to wear on that occasion had heen previous-
1y conveyed to the spot, and Louis had already
pertially arranged bis wnaccustoned toilet, and
only needed the dexterous and more experienced
hand of Isandra to render it quite complete.
The maiden affirmed that said germents fitted
him to a charm, and in fact did not ill become
him, 'With true feminine skill and tste, she
attended to}those details, which, though they
seemed unimpertant to Louis, when taken alto-
gether had much to do with the general effect.

The lad’a locks were quite long, and by the
ready fingers of Isandra, they were arranged in
a- highly oreditable way. Bhe then gave him
such instructions in regard to his deportment.

. manner of wearing & veil, ete., as she thought.

would be usefal.

All these preliminaries were, not eﬁ'eoted'

without much effort on the part of our heroine.

- A full realization of the season of irial which

awaited both him and her, had a deeply de-

 pressing influence upon her. Although she

shrunk from the proposed alliance with Denis
Wetzol, her own desire for safety did not canse
her to ﬁelﬁahly forget the danger to which Louis

- wos exposing himeelf to save hér. " Her affec-

tio'n for the lad made her painfully anxious in

to the result. The: manner in which
Edmo hed referred to that subject, had convin-
cod her that the isk to be mourred would not

- be slight.

But Lovis was ﬁrm in hns deﬁermmahon and

* embracing him most affectionately; the fair shep-

6

herdess invoked the blessmg of Heaven -upon
the enterprise, gave him the bundle, and with
an agitated breast saw him depart to encounter
he knew not what.

The moment the youth disappeared, she sank:
upon hef knees, and prayed forvently, humbly, . -
and tearfully, for the protection of Grod ; -that
he would 0 surround him and ber with his pro-
teeting providences, that evil men might not
bring them to shame ; that his- fatherly hand:
might be go stretched out over them, that the
devices of the wicked might fail ; that his great
love would raise them up friends to be near

them in every emergeney; that his wisdom

might guide their footsteps 2lways, and be to
them ns a wall of fire by night and a pillar of
eloud by day.

Isandra arose from her knees ; she felt calm-
er and stronger; the angel of hope whispered
more tangibly in her ears—she apoke more gon-
fidently of the joys of the future, and smiled more
henigrantly upon the face of the humble maiden.

With eyes still wet with the dewdrops of the
soul, she proceeded o fulfil the rest of her ih- .
structions. It was not altogether a genial task,
but supported by a new-born, strength, ghe at-
tired her person in the garments of her brothér.

Twilight had passed, the moon was up, and
the stars were softly glea.mmg, when Isandra
had completed the change and was ready to re- -
turn to the cottage. She entered without hesi-

[ tation just as Flsie had dirocted, and passing

through the room: where her father was siiting -
a.bstraetedly, with his elbows upon the table,
and his head resting upon bis hands, sought the
little apertment where Louis slept. Vidal did
not alter his Pusmon, or notice her ; a cironme.
stance for which she was thankful, for she folt ; a
little awkward in her new dress.

Teandra did not retire, but awaited fart.her
dovelopments with an intensity of ' suspense
which cannof be expressed. Presently she
heard some one knock, and the stern voice of her
father bade the applicant enter. The maiden
lpoked anxiously through an interstice in the
partition, -and saw a man énter and place a bag
upon the table’ before Vidal.
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* This contains,” he said, ﬂ:a ﬂonns prom-

. ised goia by Dénis Wetzel,”

-4 Then the - girl is—in. his powet ?” cned
Vidal, quickly.

4 Sheo'is,” replied the man ; “ and 8 torrible |
; e i Jiddot to trust him ! added - Petqr, with i mete&s-

piede of work she makes of it.!” ..

#I expeet:ed she woul& take i, hard,” a&ded
Yuiul. Hastily.

. 45 8ho" goes int0 the. famts anél groans enough
t.m mdke one’s bair stand. = A person would
think she’d  never done a.nythmg else all, her

Iife fime.”’
 Don't_you know enough about woruen to

Imow that nll that comes natural "’ rejoined the
Other, sharply. ¢ There's no deception about
thoss demonstrations, for the girl really fears
him, as she does Satan.” ‘
-4 Well, ghe’l] soon learn that tears, and out-
erios, snd.swoons, wont avail much.  Why,
bless you, she's ab the cavern before this time!
There 'lk be o nice job for father David, when
she gets pacified a little,” added the man. -

“ Hush!” eaid Vidal, striking his hand
heanly upon the table:  “ It isn’t best to say

" much aboub it; she is a thousend times too good.

for him ; I sometimes regret what I have done,
for it! 8 Satn.n & own work.”’ -

dra, who. distinotly heard this conversa-
tmn, felt-a daadly chill ereeping over her fmme,
and listened esgerly to every word:

s But come,” resumed Vidal,  it’s too lata 1

mthe dn.y to be, guilty of the folly. of repen-
tance, - Let us count these florins, and see if
Wetael has kept well -his word. Thexe is a
seat ; draw up to the table.” The man obeyed.
and-Videl with alacrity untied the bag,

.“ Money,”. he observed, muralizinglg “ia
a W anodyne for-s. nervous conseience:; and
I shouldn’t wonder,” he added, -with-a. sm:le,
sif the contents of this hag should; ;put mine to
m‘ for a long time;; it looks fat and -inviting ;

I will émpty its contents upon the table.”

The toarse and sordid features of Peter Yidal.
hshhgd up wmh ant;cxyauon, and hzu hands

shook with expectation a3 he taverted the bag. |
) Imdra heard s, Jeavy xnats]lm sounﬂ and then >
- | biimself by shaking his fist'at him as he left the

thire was an interval of the deepest, silence..
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. # By the holy ctose ' whet vile ttick is this1”
vomfamted Vidal, choking with wrath..

The map, whohad: bronght the : ‘bag, stared ot
the gontents of the same in mute wonder.
“Your master has fooled: me! I :was an

ing vehemence. -
“Trash! not worth a smgle ﬂorm !” | 6X-
claimed the mesgeniger, putting his. hand -gpon
the wort.bless pile, which eons;stad of - brass,
lead, copper,, and other quite valueless motals..

Vidal sprang to his feet, beat upon his brpast, 4

tore bis hair, foamed at the mouth, nnd Jeaped -

about the room like a madman, uttering jmpre- .

cations upon the head, of Dems Wetzel t00, pro-
fana to; repeat
““ This is one of the .st‘rmngest thmgs I ever

knew,”” observed the messenger,, gcmtehmg his .

head.. . )

Instantly the fury of Peter found vent upoen
the unlucky bandit; he darted upen him, and
administered such efficient blows as soon stratch:
ed him beneath the table.

“@o back, to your aceursed villain of &
master 1" he thundered, ** Tell him I will pay
back this trick with intarest; that T will have
my revenge'; that I will hang him—that I will

hang youall! T will bave my daughier, b

shall givée her up, if I have to apply to the king
himself for justice !"

getting upon hig'feet ; . *“if you had justioe, you
would. be hanged quartored, and. buened §
Take the advantage of a follow, willyou!  Take

that, you avaricious old thief 'f’ he. addtjzﬂ hwl- -
inga thi-ee—lbgged stool at Vidal with anch force

and preecision that ho was -prostrated, in turn,

and rendered ‘incapable. of makin ug eny: farther: -
8 while the -

jimmediats - hostile demonstration
nhissile, ;whose -momgntum - wag not wholly. re-

tarded.by the concussion, ‘kept on, and passed
out of the window, making a tremendous clatter,
having the effect to agitate Lsandra -with . a.ddl v

tional terror.

to triumph over, his fallen -evomy, contented

¢ Jusiice I eried the bancht contemptnously, -

The bandit, not thmkmg 1!; pmdent tom,
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cottage and admonishing him to Lie there until
he could learn better manners, if it was forever.

Tsandra beheld this scene without daring to
leave the room, and with emotions of fear to
which such ocourrences would naturally give
rige. Leaving the cottage and its inmates, we
-will now follow the fortunes of Louis. He had
gone hut & short distance after parting from our
heroine, before he was seized by two men who
proceeded to place him on horssback.  The

_brave youth did not forget his instructions, but

screamed and struggled, and exhibited every
sign of terror. He found the swoonin 2 part the.

. most, difficult to perform inasmuch as in a feign-
“ed state of unconseiousness he would bei in dan-

ger of losing his equilibrium and getting a fall ;
but he managed the matter so adroitly, that

. the two bandits had ample warning of what was

going to occur, and go supported him while he

made a very respectable faint, whlch Jasted in

duration some ten minutes.
“ She’s gone quite off,” said Yorick, who
with Diek Strow had been delegated to perform
thisi :mport&nt service.
_ *'Well, hold on to her,” said Dick. * Cap-
tain Mark wounld never forgive us if the girl
shotild -get a tumble, ™
Presently Louis began to manifost symptoms
of returning life, and thonght it would be to. hiy

.credit to favor them with a fow hysterical

acreams, ‘which- would not have done discredit
to the lungs of the most terrified damsel under
heaven.

“ What a stunnin’ voice she has!” eried
Dick. ‘A fow more s0reams like that will
nnroof my head ! Tf it’s all the same to you,
ma'am, T wish “you'd shriek ot a lower key.”

** And without meaniing any oﬂ'enee,” added
Yonck u 1f you would manage to set up a little

straighter, and not lean so heavily on my arm,
yow'd do me a particular favor; and I dare
gny you eat feel Just as bad, and mn.ka 3 much
noise in any other position.”

“Take me back—iske me back!” oried
Louis, frantically, in a voice not quite so soft
as Isandra’s, but as soft as he could make it,

“ We should be werry bappy to please you,
young woman, but our orders are strict, and we
maust follow ’em, even if you ory yourself into

bad.

When the Iad percewed that he was being
conveyed into the depths of the forest, he began
to entertain certain vague suspmmns, and to be
the subjeet of uncomfortable misgivings in re- -
gard to the place of his destination. Finally,
Yorick and Dick stopped at a lonely spot, which
proved to be the entrance to the cave of the
banditti ; and the youth could mno longer have
eny deubt in regard to the hands be had fallén
into, but wag not yet inelined to regret, the step
be had taken ; for he reflooted that he night
be the means of saving hig sister from a fabe
worse than death. He folt a cold and siokly
foreboding when he entered the subterranean
abode, and the stone that concealed the entratice
moved back to its place. Who would be his

friend in that fou} haunt of rabbery and orinia?

Who would interpose to save hitn from the unge!
of Denis Wetzel, when the trick beoame mani- .
fest? - 'What could he hope from such men aa
<1 those with whotn he was now- dealing ? -

Agitated by foelings liko these, he was vom-
ducted' onward -through some of the varitas
windings of the labyrinth, .and finally stood in
the presence of the personage whom' he rbbbg»

nized as Dems Wetzs!

couvulsmns, and have the famtrums twice ag =~
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CHAPTER XIX,

THE BRIDAL.

YORICK and Dick Strow withdsew, and
assuming a8 conciliating an air as possible,.
Mark Donhesd advanced and attempted to take
Lounis by the hand ; but remembering his in-
structions, he positively refused to permit that
liberty ; still keeping the veil drawn closely
about his face, he recoiled from the approaches
of the bandit, evineing, so far a8 he could, eveg
evidenve of repugnance and timidity combined.
¢« T have sent for you,” said Mark, ** to make
_you my wife. ‘Here you shall reign like a
queen ; two bundred men. shall be your seb-
jeots and servants. You ‘have ouly to command,
and your slightest wish will be obeyed. Here
I am absolute ; but I will share my ‘power with
you. Your father knows me, and he has given

" his consentand approval to this step. It will

bo useless for me to attempt to conceel from you

longer who I am; I am he whose name you
have so ofien heard.. My name and exploits
are famous ; but Saten himself is never so bad
a8 he is painted. I am Mark Donhead—the
captain of banditti! The fabure before you is
not so dubious as it mlght seem ab first thought.

Hore you may live in affluence and éase. ."As

a hushand, T shall be considerate and mdulgent
you will share my wealth, but not my crimes--
if crimes they may be called. Tt will evineo
the most good sense on your part to leave off
sighing and crymg, and submit to' your lot like
& rational faaiden. * There is much true philo-
sophy in sub:mthng gracefully to what you calt-
not evade ; and this marriage, I assure you, is

inevitab]e. The cerémony will be performed

immediately, and you will remain here until all
is in readiness. A few of my followers will be
adudtted: as witnesses of the rite, and the monk
who will officiate, is now in the cavern.”

. The bandit chief ceased speaking, and Louis

offered no reply, not at that time deeniing it

prudent to trust his voice, fearing it might be-
tray him. Being left alone, he passed the time

in reflections of a nature not very flattering to -

his future prospects. The name of Mark Don-
head was familiar to his ears; he had heard of
his innumerable robberies, and his character was
asgoviated, in his mind, with all that. was ermel
and terrible. Common report spoke him vin-
dictive in dlsposmon, and violent in his sudden

outbursts of passion ; and he raturelly dreaded -

'
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the fingle of the present scene. e had not yet
traced out any definite method of making known
the frand which he had practised ; but that the
whole would soon trenspire, was now fully ob-
vious.

After the lapse of about an hour be heard
several persons approaching, and knew that the
ordeal which was to test all his firmmess, was

indeed at hand. Mark Donhead entered, fol-

lowed by father David, Albert Caeside, Yorick,
Dick Strow, and halfa-dozen others. .

+ My honorable intentions towards this maid-
en,” said Mark, ‘“‘are known unto you all,
gentlemen. I have formally proposed to her
father for her hand, and have received his fuil-
est assent. I now intend o wed her on the
spot, and desire all present to be witnesses of
the legality of the marriage.”

¢ The damsel, of courze, consetits to this ar
rangement 7’ said father David, inguiringly.

* Unquestionably,” replied Donhead ; * but
her - agitation and embarrassment, which are
quite natural to the novel position in which she
finds herself plg,ce(i, will prevent her, ‘s you
peroeive, from giving the fitting responses ; but

- that will make no material difforence. You can

make the contract just as strong, even if she

- wtters not a word.” Come, gentle shepherdess,

all is ready, and T am 1mpat1eut. to be made the

happiest man in Dorsetshire.”
Donhead advanced and took Louis by the

band, while the monk gave Albert 2 sly glanee.,

*¢The gentle damsel is greatly abashed; be
not =0 urgent, captain ; allow her a moment or
two in which to recover her equanimity.”

“ When the ceremony is fairly over, she may
have ag much time as she ‘pleases for that pur-
pose. -But upon my honer, I eannot now ad-
-mit of any delay. Come, my queen, no more
whimpering and tears ; let me cast asida the
folds of this envious veil, that your besuty may
astonish and dazzle the eyes of all Present, and
mine most of ail.”

Krnowing that the donouement must . come’

sooner or later, Louis made but little resistance
to. the removal of said ** envious veil,” when alt
eyes were indeed ° astonished,” but not ** daz-

|

zled,” with the face that was presented to view ;
for the youth’s features by constant exposure to
the sum, had become very much embrowned,
and somewhat roughened, resembling but little
the soft, downy skin of Isandra.

The complacent air of Mark Donhead van-
ished with the quickness of light, and his fea.
tures grew darker than the olouds of midnight.
At first, the blow seemed to stun him, and he
could not fully realize the deception which had

| been practised upon himi. The storm was

about to burst in al! its fury, when father David
threw the bool which he held in his hand at -
Mark’s feot, and exclaimed, in s angry s voice
as he could assume :

“ QCaptain Mark, thisisa mlsarable trick !
and if you think we shall ba. amused at it, yoa
are much mistaken [*’

“1It is infamous | eried Casside, springing
forward and’ shaking” his fist in Mark’s face.
“ We did not come here to be fooled, sir; but in
good faith to witness & maryiage ceremony, and
nat to be laughed at and mocked in this con- -
tomptible manner.’

“ Ay, ay!” added the monk, with increasing
energy, and gesticulating violently.” *You
may think it & very fine joke to smuggle 2 boy in
here, dressed up like » woman,in order to make
me and others appear ridiculous! It’s a dis-
graoe to the priesthood ! . :

Yorick, Dick Strow, and others, seeing father
David and Camide so much excited about the
matter, begen to think that a sorry trick had
been played upon them also, and showed their
displeasure by chiming in with the two latter in
2 very decided way.- :

Donhead recoiled a fow stops, and his coun-
tehance grew blacker, as he realized more per-
fectly, that he was becoming the centre and
foous of the foul words and indignant looks of
all present.

* Btop your mfernal chatter, you oonfoun&ed
idiots!”” he esclaimed, stamping wupon the
gronnd like a manina. “ This 'is no work of
mine. - Peter Vidal has deceived me. Bring
Herbault ! run for Herbsult! and lethim strike
off this young rascal’s head as quicle as posszble 14
Ho, herel Yoriok, begone
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E M*Tli‘»'?‘t' ﬂmﬂ“ H"n;t’!‘% m?wh!‘b:'”u xer
turped Alhort, apparently. eonsnﬂarahlx paesﬁed
%&hﬁ decmon? LiE

;Iqt:uahgsgen at, ogw m tha mttage. of

Peter V:dsl " oried the fmr,  and seo whgteall :

this means.”.

“h@hansl” thpnderecl Mark - It n;eaua
tbgta;(; lrave been, bearded, hoaxgd, and deftaud-
od beyond caloulation!. By my soul ! this by
shall tue tl;q day that he w;derto,ok to exgcute
tbg; commission I

The ,bandit mme@ lns lmnd o strike the
J;?Mb, bat ,,t.he monk jnterposed.

Tt isn’t the iad that is to be blam ’.’_ said

David, * but the kna.ve, 'Vldal. On him should

fall the welght of your fury, and pat on .this
outh.”

u Iy will vwat the sin of t.hp father npon the
ohild I””, retorted Mack. | * Herbaulh shall deal

‘ 'ith hm I” ]

o Gome. come,, this is unhke Jot, sir,’ sa.xd
O,ass:de, taking the bandit by the arm: « 1
mtat havp Y w.cmm ;. lot.us away to Vulal ]
cottage.”

<Ak thuawtﬂm Yorwk retumad and Te-
pgr}ed that. Herbaylt conld not ba found, and

. b*dé.agtrhgqn geon for the last twodeys. .. .,
:# What  oan haye, hepgms of the ,fqllow-?”
muidred Mark, impatiently. ‘
"« don't know,” said, Diek. . “ Jmhlm
Capet has beenafier him seversl. simes, and pid

et

M WW)h‘dM1Mad l“mﬁ” .
& Night beforg Jaat,’l . pdded Yorigk, !'he

~ told me he was,going tp the Bilyer, Bell on pars|

hpqlqr ‘business, . apd Imhmn % meem hun
since.’ .
£ It.atrikes,me thare;is qomet.hmg veryfmm
gralss about his,”, sosumod Mazk, thoughtfully.
s It’s. n matter that must be Jooked inte,”, -

Mws,;ﬂgmx the whole.of this singolar soene,
Bad stood silently awaiting the result, with anx.
jous forebodings. Ho had zecognised. Albert
b & glsnoe, ayd his presengs gave him fortitude |

audqeurage, slthoughs he srondared mot & little |
at inding him:in such sompsny, -The numer.|

oug specnlations . whiok the| boy; had formed in

wymapd the troth-aow saemeclto be. com
plﬂbﬁly apparenk - . Instead of being a nobleman
in disgvige, he. was no maore mor lessthman
onﬂaw.. o

“ Lot this youth ” saui Mark ab lengtb,,
% be-eonveyed: tp the chamber of justioe, there
to await my pleasure.”
and Donhead, procesded to question: Yorick and
Digk - Strow, on_the manner in which they had
performed, their part in this rather eurious busi.
ness. They . afiirmed . thet they went to:the
spot to which they. had been directed, met the
person whom they expected o meet, and acted,
as they supposed, precisely in accordance with
their instructions.; not having the -remotest
iden that said - individual would turn out to be
anything different from what the externals seem»
ed to indicate. Both the men eamnestly des
clared that they had acted in petfec& goo&
faith,

The aapt‘.am of bandlttz was evxdently vexy

self in .sfriding up .and down the-cavern, and

|'uttering -all manner of threats, he® turned’ to

David and Qasside, and ssked them- to acoopr
| | pany. bim to Peter Vidal's. :
VWhen. they reached the eottage of aﬁha htton,

lenly.: ak:the heap of valueless metal before him.
Mark enbered without, ceremony, followed: by
(asside, while David, on some pretence, stop-

o pedouta;,de, anymghe would be w:hhthemmj

mpmaqt. o 5 AL
¢t Miserablo. chqa.t'!” exulmmad Donhsad ad
he burst into the reom. - ..

4 Liying. knave | 1 tmed Vndai agmgiﬂgto
his foot, and confronting the bandit captain.
-+ % Dighopest sgouudrel 1”?. shouted Dophead:. -

4 You, sent, ma . a: contompmble boy i 0t
hnupd Mkﬂmwnsly g
;" You geat, me a bag of . oopper apd lmil”.
resumed Potor, vehemently. = .-, ...
41 sent.you five ;!mudred ﬂoms 1“"
14+ T nantyom Isandm
s Ling 17, .

rogwrd fo ouy. bes’s Tenk, Atation, gt -Taded |

Bobbor l”

Louis was led away; .

_ Ing aperture where ke put his food.
much exeited ; apd after he had wearied him-

be was sitting meodily at. the table, staring sule

% Ungratoful villain " retorted Vidal, 50 oo
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- Maddtried hy ‘mutisl kecriminations; and, ss
they believed, by individual-wrongs, thay sprag
‘st eachi ‘othr: with the. fury :of . wild-cats; and
therenpon - ensued & pugilistic enbounter of v~
surpassed forooity.  Fthér - David appeared
while blows.were beéing- ekhhanged w:tli great
repidity dnd. violeree: - -/ -
4t Couie, good mosik ™ ‘cried Gnssule, qmek-

Iy throwinig ‘off his ontside- germent ; ““lot us

peirt theso two men. Don't you perceive that |

-our worthy eaptain is getting the worst of it ?”
. Now our hero was s striot lover of - justice,

and . he straightway endeavored -to act towards | .

the parties with entire impartiality. He gave
Vidal.a blow under the left ear, and Mark a
‘buffot in the left eye: When they had recov-
ered their feet again, he flattened the mnose of
the former by 2 second punisher upon that or-
gan, and knocked out a front tooth for the Jat-
ter by placing 2 patn-killer upon that inferest-

In this manner he continued his offorts to'
gerve both the combatants alike, and very soon
-thi faces of each weré terribly eut:up, and cov-
ered-with sangainary hues that attested faith-
fally-to theekill and prowess of Albert.- 'While
the latter was acquitting bimself -in this highly
rytionsl and praiseworthy way, he'.called upon
Davidat every blow he' struck, *¢in ithe name
of justice dnd humsnity fo, comie 16 his assis.
farioe, thab-they xmght. put an. ond £ 2 soene so
bloody and. bru
. It was then that hhe ‘monk enesta& lua part
in the drams. ‘He hild-up biw- eross; and dane
irig-ahout the combatantd- se thoagh helffright-
‘ened:ont of: hisienses, coalléd “on -thomiin the
neme of -the:holy trinity-ta.ceass théir ungodly:
operationgi: Afterthese strong forars of ithjura-
tior, héd faildd; be oalled to his aid the virgin
Mhmd as'many other asintd =5 he' could re-
inamher bat wlth no betber aneeéss ‘than "t
.ﬁm e i

od their ety -againsh Gmde ; and-he; vontin:
wing! to.eiy oub that it was a bmuin’g ‘thasme for
two homen. beings to belobor cach’ other: o |

dnd left] a5’ ultimately stedtthed thew: hoth
npdt their  becke] -hori. i combat ;- whieh hep-
-pened just st ‘the instant thad the frisrhad
‘reashed: the obe hundred sud: fiftieth saint; woid
performéd - preeisely. sixteen i'evoluhons i.bout
thepart:es P ERRRTRL

" Neither: of the. mmbatants made- ahy aﬂémpt
to rize, for -thej were ina atate eloae&y bouh'r-
ing on insenéibility.

*“ This follow,” siid Albert,: pomtmg to Vi—
dal, “must not be permisted to: do i’art.hewpn—
-sonal injury to our noble leader.”” © ¢
“ QCertainly not,”. roplied the mouk ; “He
must ke bound.”

* Both must be bound,” returned Casside,
decidedly, giving David such a meaning loak
that it wes impossible for him to repress » smile,
“ We will bind them both, and then return to
the: cavern and send up ome of our eompamons
‘to brin; g them in, when Herbault shall exercise
his skill on Peter Vidal without delay.” '
“My valling,” said father David, “is o
most poaceful one, and it is my duty, st all
times, to. prevent, as much a8’ possible; ‘the
effusion of human blood 3 othérwise, how/polld
-I have confidence to looka man' in the face alid
say. pax vobiseum. | T soe olose ‘ab hand :some
strong:- cords i in:the ‘name of the ‘virgin, lut-
-ug ugé them 1" = N
. Immddiately Albert and his compatiion seized
tipon the prostrate forms:of Donliead and Vidal - .
-and bound them hand-and -foot.The captaili,
becoining quite conacions during' this operstiod,
guashed his- teeth: with rage; and -attered- all
kind of ~threats npon his persecutors,: heuhly 4
-wishing our hero:at the bbttamless pit.

41 was nfook to trustoyou !’ ronred. Mark,
#-You- have ‘doae' hothing-but midohief since -
.yon Have: been mitong: uiy - men. -You are's
traitor, sir, and if T hyd my - waj, ‘you shiuld
-anffor.a triitor’s doom befom the ‘wotld:wis-an

| hour older |” EURRE TR SE IN
Aﬁthat jumture both Hark alid Vldﬂ du'oct— 3

“tHf u mign:smite thee on! one ahaék'; %{n‘hﬁo
-him the: oﬂmr slea,™ maid fahher Baud, %mlu
mlﬁwnng G IER LI A LR VT
Infnnal‘kypmnﬁel’* mlnmdd. Ml&,

arvelly, give each macli powerful knocks; right fomnmg uttham&h; nmlthmheugmthing




' derstood and indemnified himsgelf for- hls ubter
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-oled that he could do, vented hig fury by knock-
ing the back part of his head ‘against the floor.
- ¢ You ean now settle the subject of difficulty
between yourselves, at your leisure; and I
really hope, for the sake of example, in a more
Christian method,”” resumed Albart:
Mark Doohead rolled -up the whites of his
eyes-in -n manner too expressive to be misun-

ihpotenoy. by beating hie head more vmlently,
-and growling like.a mad dog. i

“ Dominus vobiscum I gaid the monk, as,
-the parties were preparing to leave the cottage.

BER BEI‘;‘L.

The captain ground }ns toeth,’ and kmkod at
Vidal with both feet. :

* We will comfort your fair: bm]é it n&dsd
Casside ; .and when he and the friar closed the
door behind them, Mark was bellowiag like sn-ox.
_ * And now," added Albert, when they were
in the open air, * where is Isandra¥*

“Fear mot, shé Is safe.- I knocked - upon
the windew of her apartment, and she  left the
house after yowentered. By this time sho hus
found a protector. - -Come, Yot us hasten tg the
Bilver Bell. The Lady Eveline and Louls must
be set at hberby this mght e

~
?

- CHAPTER XX.

FATHER DA'VI])’S STORY.-

L

RLBERI' CASSIDE and father David

. proceeded at s rapid pace to the ion.
.Entering boldly, and without consulting” Joa-
oh'un Capét, they mounted the stairs, and gave
» few gentlo taps upon the door of the chamber,
which communicated with the éavern by the
‘oonvealed doors and seoret passage ; it was in-
atantly opened by a middle-aged man, whom,
Alie:reader will recognize as the samé who had
Jbeen robbed by our heré.in Donhead Wood.
Beside this personage, the rdom cohtained the
young 'man who had been attacked by two ruf-

* fians ot the ipn yard, snd the elderly-looking
cavilier who had joined him on that eccasion.
In sn obseure corner of the apariment, Cas-
side recognized Isandra. The individoal who
hisd opened the door, appeared to he muoch "agi-
tated, and paced the floor nervously, csstmg
troubled glmwes at our hero.
“ It will be well,” said the momk, speakin
in'a.low tone to the young man-whose lifs Al-
bert had saved, **to send some of your men-at-

armi'to the vottage of 'which I have spokep'be-

find there ; one of them is Mark Donhead him-
self, and the other -Petor Vidal.  Donhead
Wood will soon” cease to be a terror to honest
travellers. Sines T conversed withf yonr -high-
ness a few days.ago, I have acted with ‘prompt-
ness, and have been ablé to ‘execute- my plms
more qmekly than T had ‘expeoted. ” ,

“ It shall be speedily attended t.o,” veplied
the parson addressed. Y have a’ company of

at no great distance from here.”’

Father David bowed, and then turning'to the
individual ‘who had been robbed in the forest by
(daside, sdded, pointing to the latter:".. - :

4 This"young 'man and myself will: now at-
tempt o prooure the liberation of Lady Eveline ;
and dhould we be successfal, such explanatisuis

matiers as shall make all persons present hap-
pier. My Tord, yon must tot always judge by

always righteous. -1 think T understand the
nature of the grief that.iv weighing spon you

fare,to ‘setute the two persons whom they will

80 heavily ; and think F may’say boldly; with-

‘a8 trusty fellows as ever drew sword, eoncealed ‘

will be monde in regar& to these ¢omplicated .

appeatances, beoause ~smeh judgment' s’ rot
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out fear, that. the gasertion can be proved false,
that your noble name has never- been disgraced
by those who bear it.”” . .

“Such words. are useless,” returned the
noblemon, sorrowfully.  **My. griefs cannot
bo g easily assuaged. I know what you pro-
bably do not ; I have knowledge of that which
makes me wish myself in the tomb of my an-
cestors, mingling quietly with the dnst of past
generations. But encugh of thiz painful theme ;
¢an I not accompany you whither you are now
going, and sha.re the danger, should there be
sny

- 4 Bf no means, my lor& it is not to be
thought of, Skill will serve us on this enter\-
prise better than strength. - Should we not re-
turn at the expiration of an hour, conclude that
we have failed, and provide for your own safety
and hers,”” pointing to Isandra.

While the monk was conversing with the two
persons referred to, Albert found opportunity | .
to whisper a few words to the fair shepherdess,

_and to encourage her in the best manner that

he ¢ould.. He then followed father David, who

had proceeded to open the seoret door which

connectod with the cavern, having first provided
himself with a light.. They passed- hurriedly

* through the intervening apartments, and were

s00n in the subterranean labyrinth. They kept
on without accident until they reached.the eell
which Albert ha hitherte ocenpied.

** Enter here, and stop & few moments,” said
David, ““ when Strolling Willie will join you,
and conduet you to the place Where the Lady
Eveline is keld in captivity.”

Cagside did as he was directed, and aft.er the
lapse of ten minutes, the stroller made his ap:
pearance.

-5 Lhave come,” he said, *to take the place
of the monk. .I‘know what is to.bo done, .and
wo must be expeditious in our movements.”
- Aa oxpeditious as you please,” replied AL
bert. . *“ Lead on.”” . Without farther convarsa-
tion, Wandering Willie threaded once miore the.
intricacies of the way which had cost them so

‘much anxiety. and tronble on the previous night.

They met. no one in the paasage and in a little

while the door of Lady Bveline’s ‘prison was
thrown open.

Casside ran forward and tenderly embraced .
the fair occupant, who manifested the utmost
Joy. : . . )
* Ropress your emotions,” said the stroller,
“and prepare to depart instantly from ' this
place, '

Albert had observed that the beggar carried
under his arm & small bundle, which he' now
unrolled. It proved to be a long; singular.
locking garment, but not whelly unknown to
the reader, who will recognize it as tha sime
worn by Weird Elsie.

-#¢ Put this on,”” said the atroller, “as qulukly
as possible. It has done good service on several
occnsions, and I' pray heaven that it may on
this. You observe that it has & hood like n
domino—pull it over your face. Now we are
ma.dy."’

The parties issued from the cell, and after
going a few yards, the mendicant stopped and
unlocked another door ; it was the chamber of
Justme where Louis Vidal had been condnoted
to Await t.l\e pleasure of Mark Donhead. \ The
youth was sitting in a disconsolate manner upbn
a heap of straw, whero our hero had passed
some uncomfortable hours himself.

The lad started up in great astonishment, but
Willie laid his finger upon his "l:ps, and signified
by a gesture that he should follow them ; which
was o thing 80 _agreeable to his own feelmgs,
that he obeyed with wonderful alacrity. Ob-
serving the profoundest silence, and agitated by
numberless fears, the partios glided like' mid-
night spectres towards'the Silver Bell. -

So strong were the emotions of Lady Eveline,
that she was severa] times in’ danger of heoom-
ing unconscious; but Albert supported her and
whispered words of cheér. She trembled at the

| eghe of every sound ; ihe damp qurrents of sir,

sweeping from different passages, sounded'to
her like the “wings of. death, and ohilled her
blood until ‘it seemed to be congealing within
her veins. The horror with' whieh the banditti
had fnspired her mind had nearly dethroned
the powers of réason and aelf-eonsemusness lmt




’ 'reader hes known ss Albert Casside.
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ihe comforting ssurances, of | Albert streigth-1

ened her 50 that she wasable to maet.; #his emex-

geney, 1w:l"h quﬁemnt Sortitnde o efisure: 1ts:

e :
They rea.ched the eella.r beneat}x the inmm wuh-
out:discovery; and ssoended. 10 the . apartinent,

:where their. ‘appearance was a.wmwasmnth the |
| of: Motcembe, * your reasons for joining the

greatest anxiety, with feclings of joy natural to
the, importance of the. ashievethent. . Lady
Evlise theow back - the. hood - fom har- face,
sai.the. parsodage whom the monk had ktpled
“ oy Jond.” -cdught hexin ks azms, ex:el&immg t
LMy daughter | my deughter 17 - -
* Have you no kind words: for. Ebhelhart?”
- saked Evelme. when she was suﬁcmnﬂy calm
to speaki. .
R -1 hns dmgmead me I rephed tba qud
of Motopmbe Magor,; bitta .

» M Never V' cried: the young Ao w‘hmh the
e I can
plane my hand. upon .my, heart, and boidlyisay
hefore all. men, ead. before: him- who ‘is ehéve
L ﬂh&t I hwe nower o dmgmee& my Bame ox

N th oness !ejomad }the noblgmun “ypore
s dnmmo, {or some good reaspn, ‘dvubtless, but
nufguwmolye tha head-pieoe of the sante. ahpped
fiom your faeg ;. T will not be ‘mere-explicit.”.

1 Yo, ho.did wear a.domino,”. said St»m]lmg
Willie, “ and for the:best of Teasona; : snd when
sismmmstances -are. fully explained, . his conduet
on dbint: cacasion will weflest ithe. highest credit
upon hisoputage.and native goodnessiof heart:
¥ pronounce: your son' an: hnnqrable man, and-a
consteous: gentleman.” . . .

# And ‘who Ma;you?” asked the noblemnn,
steshly.: - . oo

.. Btzalling. Willie, mshm&ly thnw 9&' lua tate
iﬂﬂd« sgarmentd,-and stwightening wp. his bent
fure, 5thod. before them sl as father David.:

*L.have-been qalled,”) he maid, deliberately,
"byha ral naines dince . T firsh trossed the
Yarbshold of | the Silver Boll; ‘I Have been
Tnduie as: Stmllmg Willie, ea Weu‘d Elsxe; axd
‘ u«ﬁﬂm Devid.! -

i Joanides snd. anua &‘xabunge& lhaks oﬁ thu-
tml smasement, - which | was largely ahmd by
our hero.

i

 giving ‘birth to-a.con.

the:samé powarful dnstirict that guided. the feot-
steps of Strolling Willie, hasialso - goveme& thé
niovdmenhs of fither' David ¥ -

- And of Weitd- Elsw ‘glso,” ac‘lded Loms,
timidly: .
- Alow "me to mqmre,’-’ mdumed the Lurd

banditti, and gesuiming so many disguises ¥#*

S-Not for my own gratifioation,” replied
father David, *have:I led such am .eccentrio
lifo: for the last fow months. It hoy been:iny
object to watch over innocence, and to unmusk
and bring designing villany. to deserved pun-
ishment.
passed by the name of Tuandza Vidal; and the
lad who-is-ealled: Louis, both now present, bava

been the partientar.objects of my guardianship.”
“May I ask-your .real name ?” mquired

Lord Motcombe. - .
- ¢ Charles Granston,” neplmd t.ha monk.

- *¢'Yoig formerly owned an estate rjwr Crans -
‘and Was-

stom ‘Abbes,”” resumed Mofoombe, -
the/friend: and companien of - Sir - William Wins
borna. who had extensive. posseasmns betwéen

the-Stour and the Avon®’ . . . "

- 4 The sdme, iretirned father David. . */The
unfortunate Sir. William ‘Winborne was killed

opthe English border, in  sanguinary engage< -
T was with him at the

ment with the - Scota.

time, and heard: his last words. .He charged

e t0 be.a friend and father 1o his only dangh- .
ter, who 'was at that timg nearly four years of

age.: 1 .solemnly promised him to do all for the
child that one human being could do-for another.

He préssed my hand, thankéd. me, and-died. -

When, at length, my-daties permisted.. me td
leave the field, I sought the family residence: of
8iv William. . I learned, to.my, sorrow, .that his
-tgood lady wes no more ;- that -she had perishad
Grestehanges had dakew
plsce ; the estates of my friend had passed Into

'the hands of & distant relative; I was received
 with coldness, and nt-was goon evident to.me that

my movements werd witched: with- distrust, snd

the interest: which I took in. the..children gave -
‘aniything but plessuve. Finding that I:could

44Tt appears; (then;"” paid the latter, “ dhnt

‘The young- maiden. who has hitherta -
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be of no gervice to those committed to my eare,
I again returned to my military duties, and was

- often engaged in the French and Scoteh wars,

winning what men please to term: 2 brilliant rep-
utetion a3 an accomplished kmght and arbold

- poldier.”

My lord of Cranston, your exploits are well
known t¢ me-and to others," sa.ld Moteombe,
earnestly.

T also bave heard them spoken of ? added
the elder of the two cavaliers. !

+¢ Pardon me,” added the monk ;. * I meant
not to trampet my own fame, but merely to give
you to understand that in the various duties of
my ealling and station, I found cares encugh to
coenpy host of my thoughits; but I did not en-
tirely forget the promise whick I had made to
Lord Winborne. After the lapse of several
years, I directed my footsteps once more towards
the former homé of my friend, anxious to know
if I could be of any use to those who bere his
name. Alss! the Winhorne estates existed no
longer, save in name ; for the changes that had
tuken place during my last ebsence, had - been
more marked and: melancholy. than all former
ones. . The ancestral mansion, with its valuable
belongings, had become the property of strangers,
by purchase ; and im0 traces of the children, or

" of the person who had succeeded Sir William,

could be found. I could only-Jearn that the
mm had been gold, seven. years before, by
heir (pupposed) legal dwner.. It was in vain

* that L instituted. inguiries ; the whole was in-

volved in mystery. But I am not a man to be
nasily discouraged. ;. in my own mind I renewed
my -promise to look after the.fortunes of the

~ chijldren of ‘my early friend.. Finally, by the

magest, chance, I Jearned from a pessant that

" the young girl and the boy had last been seen

with .a former servant of the Winborne family:
Bt this farnished me with poor data upon whieh
to: begin. my researches info thig. -mysteriaua

R ' - “,,'.

affair.  However, I commenced the business :J!/; 4

earnest, and visited various parts of the king-
dom, leaving no means untried to ferret ont the

villain who had been false to his trust, and re-

store the injured heirs to the enjoyiient of their
own. Almost despairing of success, I-camie
hither. again, to look oncs more wpon the scenes
wher¢ I had spent my youthful days and-re-
ceived my first impressions.

“ As fortune would bave it, I st.opped at the
Silver Bell, in the disguise of & monk (for I
had assumed various disguises). During my

travels I had often heard of the daring deeds of

Mark Donbead, and thought it » very singular
thing that ko had never been brought to jus-
tice. Well, to make my story as brief as pos-
sible, I saw encugh, in a short time, to exocite
my suspicions in regard to the connection of this
inn with the horde of banditti. I heard -whis
perings, and saw signifieant looks, which assur-
ed: mo that-Joachim Capet wasnot an honest
man. Being 2 man of the-world, I made my-

self quite; at home.gt the Silver Bell; drnk -

with mine host, invited his fmeuds to join, ?hd
praised his wine unsparingly. - I soon made the

‘acqumntanee of .one Denis. Wetzel {1 person. -

age whose m].lmg and principlos were nop u}early
evident ab first, but not destined to .remain long
in ambiguous shadé. . He. eemmem:ad & NOTIGH
of skilful atiacks  to: sound. my hunest.y, and to -
ascertain whether 1.wasone who loved pase and
revelry better ‘than honor and uprightness. >, I
saw the bait, aod . knew well what ‘kind..of &
hook it conoealed ; but sppeared -to hite sk,
like a; gmedy fich. I bardly meed say to this
fair sompany that Denis Wetzel -was mo--other
than Mark Donbead, the notorious bandit: .. X
serve my king-and my country,. I'won his ens
tire confidence; and énfolled myself -among. his
followers. I was strongly impelled. to. this step;
and, presently had- 1o reason $0 regmla bk L

eheyedthﬂlmpu!u” S "‘a,m




CHAPTER XXI.

CONCLUSION. .

HE mouk continved : ¢ OQne &ay, I paw

* the captain. conversing with a man whose
appearence struck me 83 resembling, ‘in meny
respeots, the servait with whom the children of
Bit ‘Williata hed’ last been seen. When I was
dlone with Donhead, ho told me that the per-
gon’s name was Peter Vidal ; and that he had
& danghter of uncommon beauty, to whom he
(the captain) was about to be wedded.  This
information ékoited my curiosity, for T was still
hoplug that some fortunate chance would di-
valge the aecret of the disappearance of those
whom I had promised to protect, should they
evéeneed a protector. *Full of these feelings,
Eovisited Vidal's cottage, and when I- beheld
the sweet face of yonder meiden, I counld
soargoly doubt that T had found the daughter of
Sir William.” .

: The monk, as he spoko po'mte& to Tsandra,
nnd immediately all eyes were turned in that
direction,

+ Tha damsel cortainly bears n striking re-
pemblance in features, to Sir “Wiliam Win-
borne 1’ exolaimed the Lord of Moteombe.

The relation of the monk had been listened
to by Oasside (as we prefer to call him) and
Tsandra and Louls with abserbing interest ; -and
when the last snnouncement w#s made concern-
ing the fair shepherdess, our hero could not ro-
press an exclamation of joyful surprise.

** Before proceeding,” added the monk, “p’

will eall the attention of this gentle company- to
yonder lad, who, though not dressed in the
germents legitimately belonging to his sex, will
still, by his features, 'give additional weight to
the statements I have slrendy made.” :

Poor Louis blughed like a bashful girl, and ’

shrank from the earnest glances that were in-
stantly fastened upon him. ovd  Motcombe

looked attentively at Louis, and affirmed that

* gl those persons famillar with the fontures of
Lord Winborne would not be at a loss fo dip-
cover a strong resemblance apon the face of the
youth ;> who-doubtless at - that moment vivid-
ly vecalled the prediotion of Weird Eisio con-
cerning the boots and spurs.

“Weird Blsie,” resumed father David, with
a smile, addressing Louis, ¢ promised- you the -

“This iy indeed a strangely interesting nar
yative.” .

spurs of knighthood ; and I will stakie an huu-
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dred florins tlmt the propheoy will prove no

falsehood: - But to £o on ' with my story: Upon
~ guestioning Isandra in regard to her early life,

I fotmd that she had but little knowledge of it;
for ohildren of four years soon forget the tran-
suctions of so early a period of their existence.

‘She -yemembered, ouly, that many years ago

she had lived somewhere else; bmt all the par
tioulars of the manner of living, ete., were
‘almost . entirely obliterated; ghe retsined né
knowledge of any other mother than the wife of

" Peter Vidal, whom she had always considered

a8 such, until the time of her death, which event
oosurred some four yearsago; since whick time

. the oare of Louis and the domestic affairs had

devolved solely- upon her. I exéried all my
powers to gain the confidénce of Vidal, and suo-
geeded beyond my expectations. One night,
when deep in his eups, he confossed to me that
Isandra and Louis were ot his children ; and
that he received a yearly stlpend for . their
maintenance. ! .

¢ ¢ They are sprung,’ said he, * fiom & noble
house; whose  ancestral glory has departed for-
over. They are the children of Sir \Wﬂ]lam
‘Winborne.”

-+ Ha died, possessed I beheve, of consid-
erabla ‘wealth,” I remarked, carelessly. -
. .* ¢« He did, ) replied Vidal, * and the bulk of
it is now in possession of Stephen Landsmere,
a distant relative on mj Jord’s side, who would

* have been the legal heir, providing the Yatter

had died ehildless.’
< ¢ ¢Thess assertions,’ he added, ‘are not
mere. fabrications of my own; I have papers at
tb& vottage to prove all I'say.’ ‘
~+. And did you manage to procure those im-
portant documents " asked Lord Moteombo,
eagerly.
44T did,” replied the monk ‘t and here they
are:; I confide them to the oare of his highness,

that he may examing ther Wwhen it shall be bis|

pleasiire-to- do so.”

- Father David ' (Lord Cranaﬁon) produced
fromrbenenth his domino s bupdle of papers,
and ‘with a Tow bow, placed them inthe hands of

the'distinguished-looking youth who had given

*

Gasmde the ring. At the:word * hlg}mem’%'1
Albert started in astonishment, as he had dong*
on the previous cocasion when thet form. had;
been-smployed. - - ca

* Do not be surprised, my Lord. Ethelbert,”:
said the personage referred- to, addressing: h:m.»
self to our hero. ¢ I am called Edward, and in -
a fow days, God willing, shall he crowned king
of England.””

With glowing cheek and beating hea.rt Ak
bert hastened to throw himself at Prinee Jd--
ward’s feet—that distinguished personage who
was to be afterwards known azs Edward IIL.,
and whose renown as s sovereign was dest.nned
to spread far and wide.

“ Arise, sir!” said the prince, gracionsly.:
“Ihave nobt forgotten the important service
which you rendered ine so recently, It shall
be mine to Jook inte this affair which concerns
so intimately yonder hlushing maiden and the.
youth beside her, and to restore them o the

{ position which they shounld justly deeupy, I

am glad that it will shortly be in my power th* -
advance their fortunes and yours. The indi--

vidual'upon whom your eyes are now fasteno&
{is my uncle-~the Harl of Kent.”

Albert'tendered his respects to the latterin a
manner beeoming his rink, and agcording to
the custom of the times. :

- « By the way,” added Prince Edward my-
singly, “* as soon a8 our corovation has taken
place, we must mete_out full and complete jus
tice to Sir Hugh Spencer and his reprobate son ;-
the latter baving ‘seen fit, in addition to his-
other cfimes, to join ‘himself to this notorious
horde of ‘banditti, and@ to .canse td be carried

away a daughter of my Lord of Motcombe—one /i |

of our most faithful friends and subjects. My..
worthy Sir Cherles,” he continued, turning '

kindly to~ the menlk, *“be good enough to pm«

ceed with your tale.” -

“ Shortly after making the .important diss.
covery already related,” -resumed Cranston,’

“while I. was de\vlsmg means to restore Teandrs -

and Lou:a 1o their zights, and to bnug Dop-

héad and’ his fellows to speedy justice, in.the

disguise of Strolling Willie, 1 first - met: thiy-
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. y’om;ﬁ gonileman, who, at that time, plemsfed to
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call himself Albert Casside. Now- it go hap-
péned; that. I had heard, that very day, of the
unfortunate dificalty that had occurred in-the
family of Yord Moteonibe, and also-its cause.
Being on intimate -terms with both Isandra and
Yupuis, in the character of a monk, I had learned
from. the latter thiat & young man of distinguish-
ed bearing, though clad in the manner in which
you now see Tthelbert, had often had stolen
{nterviews with his sister ; and he had every
renson -to believe that a strong friendship . had
sprung up - between them. This . information
interested me exceedingly, asmay be supposéd ;

ing that I have accomplished some good in.
these characters. Mark Donhead, strick with
your fine athletic figure,”’ continued thé monk,
addressing our herd,  was. anxious to enroll
you among his men ; and with that object n

view, planned the taking -of your parse, with
Jonghim Capet, in order to coprpel you to pome
decisive step. I frustrated the ‘scheme it a-
manner already kuown to you; but an the fol-
lowing day you were robbed in-the forest, with-
out my knowledge. THaving learned more
perfectly ‘the. designs of Mark in relationg to -
Isdndra, upon mature reflection, T changed my
views somewhat, and resolved to advise you to

inpsmuch as it had a direct bearing. upon the accept of his proposals ; in order that you might

happiness of one whom I considered my protege.
1 requested Louis to deseribe the young
man 08 minutely as possible, and he did so.
The moment I saw Caseide (for it must be re-
collected that T was blind only when I chose to
be). at the Silver Bell, I recognized the subject
of the lad’s description. Schooled a3 I was in
ke ways of the world, T needed no second
glance to tell me that-he was not what his garb
denoted.. T was confirmed in this opinion when
1 neticed more particularly the value and work-
mapship of the sword which bung ab bis side ;
for it certainly wag not in keeping with his ros-
set cont.  Iis moody and dejectod-looks showed
me, at once, that he was laboring under some
heavy disappointment ; and this fact, added to
the' circumstanoes slready -mentioned, gave me
ap instantaneous clue to his real name and char-
acter. : c
The conviction that next followed was
equally nitural; for, if the young Lord of
'Moteombs had loved imprudently, Isendra, of
oll others, was most likely to be the objeot of
his affections j for, begging the damsel’s pardon,
she was exceedingly fair to look upon.”
« Fxcuse the interruption,” said Lord Mot
comthe, ** but T would ask if you wers known to
Joaghim Capet, or-any of the banditti, in that
disguise 7’ - '
eI wea not,” snswored Oranmston. As
Steolling Willié and Weird Elsie, no one shared

be able to assist in haffling his intentions, so
that sufficient time might b gained for the men-
at-arms to arrive which his highness had alyeady
sent for.” . o

« T am curious to know in what manner you
learned the fact that any of the king’s men kad
bean sent for ¥ said the Earl of Kent. ’

# You shall be gr‘atiﬁed; Joachim Capeb
listened at your chamber dgor, and heard yeu
speaking to that effect.” o
¢« Ah, the scoundrel ! added the ‘earl, with-
a smile. ) -

« T am angious to hear about this affuir of
Sir Hugh Sgpencer and the Lady Evaline,”
gaid the prince. ‘ -

« Grodfrey Ridenger, or more properly, Bir .
Hugh Spencer, planned and execiyted that vil-
lanous enterprise without my knowledge; oid -
even Mark Donhead had little to say, or do, in
the matter. Had I but had any intimation of
what was intended, the transaction would never
have reached a sucoessful termination, and’ the
Lad ylEveiine had been spared a most unpleassnt -
experience. - Ard mow I believe I have ex-
plained about all that needs explanatioh ;- 481
have alrendy put the prince in' possession ‘of:
some of the prineipal facts.” ‘

Lord of Motcombe 2 enid the: Barl of Kent. ™
* The object of that robbery was to pravert’
areal robbery by other haids, id which the Tife.

my #eoret; and T have ' the comsciondness of feel- | of his lordship might have been endangereds

il

‘¢ You have not alluded to thie robbery of my - -

=

e

v *This is indeed to ren most happy night ;|
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also to enable Ossside, as he was called, o win
more perfectly the confidence of the bandit. cap-

tain. - The bag of gscless metals which was taken
from you, has played quite an important part in
+ the transactions of this, eventful night. By my
megns, it was made to take the place of the five
handred florins which Mark had promised Peter
Vidal in. payment for his perfidy.”” -
_“*My good Lord of Moteombe,” said Prinee
Edward, turning, to"thet nobleman, who was in
the act of embracing eur hero, ** I hobe you will
accord it as a favor, to one so scon to be your
acknowledged sovereign, the liberty of joining
the hinds of two persons, whose hearts have
101{5 since been united. Lady Isandra, of
Winborne—jour hand—Ethelbert, give' me
Jours—there—may you be as happy as wealth
rapk, love, and contentment, can make you.” i
While the prince was thus speaking, thé read-
er will understand that he joined the hands of
our hero and heroine, while the Lord of Mot-
combe and his fair daughter Eveline, and in fact
all present, looked on with approving smiles.
" And Lonis,”” continued the prince; turn-
g to that astonished youth, ** you shall some
Aflay receive the accolade from our own hand ;
go that the propheay of Weird Elsio shall in m:
~'wise fail,” Lo ‘

. - this mﬂrning_' L felt myself childless; mow T
have. three ebl.ldren. Blessed be the memory of
my patron saint 1 exclsimed Moteombe, with
much emotion. . : ’

‘‘There is one favor which I will venture to
ask of your highness?” 'said Albert, hest
tatingly. '

“ Spe&?z boldly,” vejoined the prince. * You
have a talisman to secure our favor.” .

- You uhav.e already cancelled a thowsand
times the slight obligation which you were
good enough to believe .you wore under to ine

| '
*Your highness, T joia in Bihelbert's pott.

tion,’ added Lord. Oranston.
si;;fr: frfmm pauséd: befor.e our. hi’axro,vah‘fi.said,
I bad determined to show the. bandit ohief
no merey’; but, inasmuch as you affrm that be
is a.brave men, I will exereish e1em§ncy on one
) eqndi_!aioh t itis, that he join the. rayal army and .
wipe out, by deedsof valor, his past offences i “
E will do more; 1 will extend. the same condi»-
tion to as many of his men as will -aneept of
—ahem.. And now, gentle lords ‘and. fair ladies,
there is 1o good reason why We -should tm-rgr
longer at the Silver Bell.. Let us mount. and.
away to Motcombe Manor, where we shall no.
Vdo_ubt. find this famons Mark Donhead and Pete!"
Vidal, not very-much pleased T dar say, with
this unexpected change in their affairs.” .
- The prinece ceased speaking, and descended
to the door, followed by the whale party.  Jog-
chim Capet stood npon the thresbold, and staved
ab them with inexpressible astonishment. The
Earl of Kent produced a small silver call and
blew upen it; prosently a company of knights
and squires galloped up to the ink. Mine
h?st was instantly arrested, to his unspeakable
dismay, and the Silver Bell was in Ppossession

of Phez king‘s' wen, who- had already received °
their instructions in relation to the secxet pﬁs-
sage and other matters concerning the banditti,

“They are now,”” &aid Lord Cranston, aling

futher David, * carthed like foxes ; fora strong
guawd has already been set at the entrance of
the cavern, so that all ingress and egress iy com-

Pletely cut off My plans are successful—]'
am content.’”” - :

“ And L”" returned Qasside, “ am more than - -

content—I am Jhappy.”?

What remains to be said, can be comprised v

ina few-vltords. Mark Donhead, finding that
no alternative remained, and being tired, ag he

by bestowi i k :
Py bestowing upon me the lovely being at my|affrmed, of his former coursed, accepted with-

slde . bﬂ i !
e ; i t.hB boon wll[ch I now crave egneerns out hes!tatl 100 the ﬂﬂndltlons Oﬂ-BI'Ed HIS men
' ]

that : isgui )
at brave but misguided man, Mark Donhead ;| finding that their secret haunt was discovered

T ask that hig life way be & "
v pared.’’ -
Edward frowned, hesitated a Toment, and

Ian_d that there was no way of escape, concluded
to follow the example of their leader, and to

walked impatiently across the room. -

seek under his eommand more -honorable dis-
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tinetion.- Rit Hugh Spencer - m& ﬁgmmm
- ghortly aftor exeonted for numerous " ofimeh’ "

Foothim Capet, after being: imprisoned a
whxle, Joined company of crossbowmen, and,
it is said, condueted hmaelf vory well on several
00cagiuna. |

. The e]mmaof Isandra and Loms wore fully
esmbllshed 4-ond after- his' doronation; Edward
the Ahird cmlsad their estates: to be restored,
and Stophen Landsmere to be pumshed 08 lus
villany deserved.: :

< ¥n due tlme our hero and heroine were united ;

* sigd the cccasion ‘was celebrated in a manner
bétm'mmg their iank; the young king himself
- hionoring the. hrrdal w1ﬁh his presence.. Lady
E"elme eventually became the wife of 2 distin-
‘guished nobleman.

The Silver Bell passed into honest-hands ;
lmd the “heir of Moteombe Manor and his lovdy
bride never mention it wmhout peculiar emotions ;
it hnvmg been the sceno of %0 many strangé

: THE.

events bearing du:eetly upon theu- present and’

{ fatare happiness.: . . -

Lord Crauston, a$ the enrnest solicitation of-
all parties eoncemed ook wp his residence at
Motoombe Munor, where he was greatly s
teemed, eapecially by Isandra and Louis, who-
entbrtatned for him rauch of the aficction which
they would have felt for a father. The predie-
tion of Weird Misie proved sooth in all respects,
and some yeaxs after Louis received the a¢-
colado from the hand of his-sovereign. '

Peter Vidal wsa banished the kingdom on

pain of death ; consequently wds ‘never seen in R

thoge parts agmn

Thus, gentle: reader; have “all parhes been
rewarded and punished acoording to their good-
fiess or - badness ; and the great moral Iesson
incaleated, thab Imnesty, inr all the transactions
of life, is the wisesi and best polley ; B truth

wliich will no deubt be’ remembered by all those -

who may read the tale of Thg SILvm Brru. e

END.




