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CHAPTER L

ON the outskirts of the forest of . Ha]late ;

resided Pieire Aubin, the gamekeeper of
the neighboring wood of Brassseuse. :“His
small but comfortable dwelling was not far
from the banks of the sweet little strear the

‘Aulnette, and a2t no great distance from the

clty of Paris,
* Through the.vista of the forest mlght be
seen, approaching the house, -a laug'nmg

amerry group of peasants who were returnmg

from the Parish church of Flewrines, wbere

they had been in procession, to present at|
: ‘sc,oncecl in eider-down. .

the Baptismal Font, the first-born .babe of
the game-keeper, and his spouse, the pretty

.Cgcile Robert... :

Had the mf,ant been the long-deslred helr

theatre . of existence, could not have been
greeted with a warmer welcome than was

bestowed on the girl Philiherte. Yet was'the,

tittle one not of the gex that had been ar-
dently desired -by the hushand or the father
of the young wife and mother:

This rural festival was attended by: young

and old from all parts of the neighbprhood,|

and the whole day was a succession .of
dances, laughter, discharges of musketry, re-
lieved by refreshments, -and ‘plentuqus liba-

B tions of the light wines of the country.

The wegther .was glorioysly propitious for
this memment which was carried on without
doors, on the green sward, under the shade
of the mao'mﬁcent, trege—whilst within re-

clmgd the delighted mother of three days. E

on a couch of spowy whiteness.. She was
coquettiéh]y dreased for the accasion, in ber
most becommg cap, ruffled to the throat :in
fine linen and lace and adorned with a pro-
fusion of rlbands and on her hands wege
white gloyes a8, though she were a bride.
At her feet repased her httle girl soﬁly en-

‘How beantiful and mterestmg Cecile look-
ed in her new happiness, as she: smiled on

-the plédge of conjugal affection.
‘ Ito,rwh.es and grandeur, its entrance on the}-

Pierre Anbin sedted by their side regarded
his wife and- child, alternately, with proad
satigfaction—and 'Well he might do so—for
he had braved the ‘threat of deat‘h and ﬂe-

striction to’ obtain the charming Cecﬂe for .
his-bride I' - Frequently during the entel‘min o
|ment did he leave his guests awlile, thins to

corrtemp}ate thest dear objects of his kwei’_‘. r

8o happily ‘had time piissed” away tﬁﬁtw--,
evening arrived'before any oﬁetthnught lt 20

late; ' “Phen’ in -the IargeSt apai‘tment of ﬁfe'

‘house was Bptedd  out & fedst Tor ‘which i ;
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preslent' manor called fLa Grange’ had
been -laid under contribution; but as the
fashion of the country required that it should
be within sight of the convalescent, in whose
honor it was given, the door of Cecile’s
room ‘was left open and the company at table
were seated within view, in order to afford a
prospect of their enjoyment.

With rustic, national, politeness, the hap-
Py guests posted themselves around the well-
covered board, one expecting a night of’ ig-
nocent hilarity and good cheer, to terminate
1 &ay of pleasure,

A thick fog exhaling from the low rich
" marshy ground added to the darkness of the
night dnd cast 4 murky veil over ‘the game-
’ keeper’s hnuses “Whilst, however thhout
“all was silent’ and dark, w‘ithm was hg t,
cheerfulness and merry’ nmse. "Thie i tinging
- of ' glnsses, the’ _crackling of the fire, and
> above all the "thousand little pleasantnes of i
- word and deed—so foohsh to gepeat to read,
-or if out'of place and unsuned to the ocoa-
=~smn--—but ‘which not only seem, but are in
‘rea!ity g0 deltghtful and entértalmng ‘when
‘-When they are: opportunely Brought forward.

"Pierre Aubin' alohe seeméd réstless, and he

frequently: left ‘his place at the table, under |

various little pretexts, to satlsfy hlmse]f that
‘his Cecile and babe were safe and well. [

:»» Think not that it was merely, as he a5sert-
ed, to retail to-her the witticisms of “the
-guests that he so often. repaired t@ the cham-

- No! whilst the smile was on his lips
and aﬁ'ectmn in hxs eye, his heart was a prey

t@ a sad_presentment. * . |

boftly, he murmured to lumse!f' as he bent
oyer his sleepmg babe and. smiling’ wife
* May God..grant me vngllance and strength
to,  guard against the hatred which.

watc}» and the vengeance seeking. to be sttted g

In :magmat:on, Pierre . made. hlS dove; a‘
slne}d of protection for these helpless: objecls

fidence he rejoined his company saying to’
himself,—

eannot deprive me of wife and child !

The father of Cecile, @ worthy old veteran,
had drank the health of his idol Napoleon,
and of his former Colonel,.so often that he
had become inebriated, but very joyous, and
he proposed singing the popular revolution-
ary air—the Marseillaise. Hymn. When at
the second verse, distinetly was heard in the
dlstance, the dismal shriek of a screech—
owl, twice repeated.

*Who is the ill-omened musician who
dares to accompany me in thig strain? in-
quired the singer, Decadi Robert, stoppmg
abruptly. and looking angrily around for
Nicholas Godard, a notorious jester who had

company by his .practical 'jokes,
been-absent, Decadi would have 'been at no
loss to whom to -attribute the unpleasant in-
ferrupuon, and would have krown' ‘how o
pay him off for it, but the facetious plough-
boy had not started from his place.

4L will go on with my soug, smd the old
soldler . L
‘Do so, by all means, ez’cciaimed'e’#efy
one ‘except Pierre Aubin who, though none
remarked, had started ‘and turned - deathly
pale at the ery which had stopped the smgmg
of ' his father-in-law, - Looking towards “the
chamber where his young wife was re;r)cis.ﬁngz
Pieire repeated qmte low, the WOI’dS a]ready
usede—: :

cannot deprive me of wife and child! =~ '
++'The chorus to -the: second verse was jukt
ended, and, like' the crow in the fable, the
‘Grandfather of baby Philiberte wiis opening
his large” mouth' for the* third stanza, when
ragain-came the dismal cry of the owi Sound-
mg nearer thin before. o

r,qf s tendq; solicitude, and. ragaining. con-

AR, indeid ! The creatiire 18 dett-rmme&l

¢1 defy both hatred and revenge: they -

" said the Godmother.

¢ontributed much'to the enterfainnient of the
‘Had he .

ywi'¢ Hatred and vevenge I defy you! You
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not to iet me sing . by myself,’ remarked De-|
cadi Robert, - Then for the first time obséry~
ing that his son-in-law was greatly disturbed,
he said: ¢ Why, Pierre, you are tremblmg,
you shake like an aspen leaf.’
.¢I tremble indeed, say you? Not in the
least,” so saying, Pierre seizing hold: of. a
glass of wine to show how steady his hand
was, raised it'to his lips—but set it down un-
tasted, for he felt it was impossible.

“What wonder that he is put ont a bit,"
‘Is thére not cduse
forit? 'Thisis a bad omen on a christening |
day. The almanac says,—When ‘the 'owl

sings. at the feast, beware, for death is, on|"

the watch!’

“Yes it is'quite ttue that wo may fear the
owl. Every one Lnows that. But then| .
there. is no danger when some one iin,itzn;es
its ery. :
have just heard comes from some one, some,
wag who is amusihg himself  as a screech-
owl-—that's all, depend upon it,2 said N mhq-
las Godard.

“* Aré you sure of that 2 mqmred Cecﬂe
whom the noise had alarmed also, and who
raising herself up had drawn the sleeplng
Philiberte to- her side. .. . .,

... Certainly |1 -am very sure of -it,’ rephed
the= clown, ‘and to prove it I will reply to
the call, and I flatter mysélf I can do the
thing a little more natura.lly than that‘laugh-
ing fellow, whoever he is,’

Before Pierre Aubm had ‘tithe to forbld
him Nicholas, uttered such a tremondous cry.
and made so comical a face, that the laughter| -
interrupted for a time was: renewed by the
whole assembly who' burst forth- in: shouts of
mirth, ‘ : :
. Notwithstanding the uproarious hllanty,
Ceclles husband, who was listening. atten-
tvely, caught the sound of a third cry-——but

this time evidently at.a greater distance from |’

I'would lay a wager that what we|:

sort of iiannier; mténded to prevent his wxi‘e :
bemng- uneasy T S

¢ How can you'all be' talkmg go about owly
and screech owls ! ‘The fames of wine have

‘| reached our heads and made us hear strange

things. . I know what makes the noise. The
stable .door at ‘the" other ‘end of the courf
yard has'been left open, and the least wind:
makes it.creak on- its old rusty hmges sald

o ‘Pwrre Aalfin,

“The _stable  door,’ repeated Nicholés,
‘ That's"* ‘a good one! It'is another tune’it
will sing’ ‘when it wants to r-!ay—---— shut me 1f
you please.’
‘ The fact is,’ gravely remarked Decadl,

|“there is- no resemblince . between the-cry

that we heard, and the creaking of a door*
¥ Cani it be any thing else?* anxlous]y in-
quired Cecilé, -~ - , P

- ¢ Bah ! replied Plerre, yoﬂ! are mistaken,
al] of you. T am right 'in my. conjecture,’ 1
know. ' Let-us wager that you will hear rio-
thing more after T have shut the stable deor? -
+ *But will ‘you agree not to speak to the
owl if T bet with you ? ’ asked Nicolas.’

- ¢ Certainly I will promise not to speak to
it,’ answered -the ' game-keeper assummg W
ludierous serio-comie look, S
“ Very well sir;in that case-T bet ydu 3
leg of ibeef, to' be eaten’ on Sunday next:-at
Vandore’s, in Frambourg, that it is a person
who is' counterfeiting -an’ owl out 'there.’
“Done! 1 take the bet!? - said Pierre
Aubin shaking the extended hand of N :chi&s
Godard. Sl
‘The affair of the wager bemg settled, the
game-keeper was' going ‘out of the: house;t
whena thoght coming to him he turnédback’
to Cecile’s Yoom and tenderly embraced: his
wife and ¢hild, then went forth-into:the yard.u
As he was crossing the thteshold Nicholas -
called after him,— e
~“Remémber, if- you'speak to: the ow, ¢ or :

the house.

: He arosé, saying, in an offthand.

rather to the pretended owl, the wiigér 4!
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, cuneluded and- T win my log of- beef!

"Pierre Aubin made no reply but: walked|s
did: On miore than rone’oceasion’ that very

ofi;towards the place he had designated.! .

- /The company soonw set agoinfg by:some
pleasantry of tholas‘, «ceased -to. listesr- to
the retreating. foot-steps of the. game-keeper,
but-songs-and jokes rapidly suceeeding-edch
gther, more than a quarter of an-hour-elapsed
before any one remarked the length of time:
that Pierre had been absent. AY" ldst-some
one expressed wonder as- to what, could be

I}geping.him zo long, and each of the guests|

instantly looked as if the.same quesl;iqn had
just oceurred to him or her.

:‘Deendi Robert sefting- his glass’ updn the
t&bl&, exclaimed,—*T don’t approve of this’
fon at all when we are met together to be
sosigl, no slipping - away say. I . Tt'is your
fault, Nicholas, that Pierre has played -us-this.
trick; continued the ex-grenadxer of the
first Consul's guards’

“Mine!® cried Nicholas astomshed at the |
aecusation. : : -

¢ That is very unjust- Did I :ask him to
“gol ‘Was it not he who bet that it was not
gsome joker who was -playing. séreech-owl,
when- it was quite plain and certain thet-—"

‘ Be quiet’ interrupted Decadi—* I drink)
np-more untit Pierre is- .among us;-andin
order to bring -him back I-will gb and ook
for -him.

As'Decadi. arose from table on announé- '

ing his intention; the guests could do-noless

" thew . imitate the eXample of - the direetor of
the Fete.

-f ¥What is the matter said the deaf old bel]-

ringer who was quite puzzled to account for *

" his, being - Jeft alone at’ the -festive board
: wheﬂa -he-had. c.alculated all .- would: have re-
mamed for, hours.
- & What are -you-going to-do?’ he enquu’-
ed.
-t We are: going to dance, shouted N icho-

said; but as usual with him hepretended he

‘evening ' the” ploughsboy had - made ‘sport of
the . bell-ringer's” déaf‘negs-—-'—ibut?"ir; this in=
stince those of the .confpany who did xot

participate in- the charm'of Decadi took up
'the jbke and repeated the words of the jester,

“ we are’ goingto-dance’ soloudly and’ so
loudly and 'so often, -that they ultimately’pe<
netrated thetympanum! of the deaf man; °
‘Very well, ¥ understand,’ said he, *one

catinot dance without music. - Pieité is gope
for the Fiddler. e

‘Plensed with his penetration, he secured a
fat old body, nearly as deaf as hiinself, for
‘hig’partiér in the first cotillion. The women
then: repaired: to'the inner room where Cecile
‘was in- ‘strange’ agitation at her husband’s un-
accountible absence,and the men folloWed‘
the old soldier Décadi into the ‘court.

* The whole purty searched arcund every-
where, but in vain, and “only in whtspered'
accents had they spoken, fearing to add to
the' alarm of thé’ wife — when sudden‘ly
Nicholas sHountéd at the top of his voicest
* Halloo, Pierre, we ‘aretired of seeling you
-—--speak—tell us where you are, -

" Decadi rushed on him and covered the
mothier of ' the incomsiderate’ bawler with'
both his hard hands, saying—

poor girl,’

she redched the outer door: Her father, with

saying, as he carried her back to'bed,—

ias in his.ear. -

Tte otd-man'did- not_hear what Nickolas

“all?

‘ Fool that thou art—-thou wilt ternfy my“

"Thé mischief was already done, and to-the
gricf and annoyance -of the father, Cecile ap~:
pl‘aﬂ*red‘at the door of the' house. .
I spite of the entreaties of her friends she .
had-thrown off thé counterpans ‘and spring~-
ing out of bed, bare-foot and lightly clady:

rough tenderness, caught ber in his arms, ‘

e What are you thinking of, Lili? Do yeu:
expedt to be a'good mother if 'yéu take such
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freaks as these ? . There, take your Iittle pet
and nurse her ; that will be much better than

jommg in our sports?
<No. let me go father, There is no- sport
in this; something'. has happened: to P:erre,
and I most know what it js.’
“ Nonsense, child} said Decadi, striving to
hide his. own rising alarm, °Nonsense!
don’t you. understand the beHowing of Niche-
lag? It'is-only for fun that: ke goes on som-
he . knows well encugh where Pierre; is; and
so do I. Balanchet told me just now.’
“Well, then,’ responded Cecile, doubtmg-
ly, “if you know, why can’t you tell me.’
‘ No, my darlmg, I will not tell you any-
thing.-unti‘l you are snug in. bed and your
sweet infant in your arms;, see, she isawake|
and crying for you. .
" Greatly puzzled what to.say. nexl. was De-
cadi, .but he had gained. his point.. The

young mother had done as her father inssistl--1

ed, and he had also gained' time to re-
flect. :

¢ Now, then, tell me as you promlqed—-
Where is Pierre gone? You see I am here,
calm and comfortable,” _

‘He is gone to St. F ramboui'g, for sugar
and nutmeg to make some punch-—that is

Nicholag was about to speak, but Decadl
trod heavﬂy on his toe and sternly whtsper-
ed,—.

‘If you cry out or speak a word I will
kill you.’

Ceclle seemed dlssatlsﬁed with the expla-
natlon, sa, to pacify her, her father wished
to send off the guests to meet him, for he
said gaily,—

‘ Cecile is afraid she may Iose her good

mam:’ :
But;no one stirred, and N lcholas, qulte
mal-a-propos, as usual, inquired,—

¢ Whero must we go. for hitn” -

sure;’  said Decadi, pushing, the unluqls'}.j;‘
speaker: out.of the room, - and that with ng .,
gentle hand, .. - RPN
" ¢'Oh, father exclaimed Geclle, ‘I know
that youare afraid: some evil has befallen .,
him.” ’

£ If that.is, the case, .cried. the-l-.cqwgrdr.
Nicholas, ‘¥, for ane, will not venture after
him.” c o
" *What, are,you mnot'gone? 11ftérp65ed
Decadi. -Isee how it is.

you are.’

- Bo saymg the veteran got a couple of axes,
a scythe, some cudgels, and afew torches,”
and d:smbunng them among the party--—so
lately joyous, but now so ‘timorous and’ de:’
jected—he despatched themn on their relub--
tant expeditioni, whilst hé remained, he said,
to guard-against sach another prank as Ceulle !
had just played them.

In vatn the kind* old ‘man tried to soothe
the fears of his daughter, whose ' anxlety
seemed so much’ greater than so short an 'abe
sence would appear to warrant.  Her alirm®’
became contagious ‘and her sympathlsmg '
friends looked vpon her compassionately, as® |
if certain some misfortune had actually hap-ﬂ
pened ‘ . £
Clasping her infant to her breast ‘at léffgthf
Ceclle cast a look ‘of despau- on her silent.:
friends and pointing to- the small windaw;
gxclmmed,—- C il
" ¢ It is from thgt quarter- that trouble will
come. Already has death nearly reached
us from that side.” . =«

‘ ‘Deatk P gasped out her aﬂ'nghted com-
pamons

* Great: God | is my-child gomg out o Jggr
senses ¢’

-+ Ceeile, unde;stoqd her fathers meamng,i
and replied,— ¥

‘I may well say death 1 It was at thepqnh

* Where neighbor Balanchet told us, tobe

clusion of a fete, alsc——m,y bridal fete,.; Ypu

You: must have _
.| weapons and I:ghts soft—hearted chickens t}}at
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i ‘not-know- of.it, fathier, * for Pierte wished: mg suspense, whlch momentanly became 4

menotito tell. :
little picture of the Virgin. Théré,-wh?re -
thié hiead of my bed used to be. That pic-
ture condeals something, does it not :

The father removed the picture, but as
the'will was in the shade he did not discover
anythifg, so he replied,— -

*No, child! I see nothing.’ :

“Take the light, then, and “look agaln i I
promtse you will see something.”

Decadi brought the light and holding " it
¢lose to the wall,” he exclaimed, in ntter
axhazament, ] ' :

¢ Sacrc-blcu ! why here isa rifle ball sunk
in the wall, What wretch t?ok aim at such
a mark ? P

~*That is what Pierre must kn.ow, but he
il - wﬂl not say. As for me, however, I can
guess’ :

~Ch, for. goodness sake ! do tell us, cned

the nssembled group,
‘Yes Cemle—speak Let us hear the

name, added Decadi.
< No, my dear father, I can. not—I must

not, until Pierre gives.me permission, D'vef

promlsed bim not to name_any. one whom |
may suspect.’ .
~¢Fhis is showmg +too much pity for a mis.
erable: wretch—a- would-be’ murderer, me-
- thinks,” observed the old soldier,, “However
powerful he may be, Pierre need .not fear
him. ..One man . has as good a chance as
_another.” *
Cecile only replied, in a low volce,—
“Perhaps it was not @ man I’ .
' No one spoke, S

ing on the ball, then placing the light on the} 4 : v
table; he went o the little window and stood lpoked terribly - scared..

Stay, do you only raise the | more intense.

At Iength the words, ¢ ’I‘hey come-,-they
are returning I* broke - from the lips of - ‘the
llstemng fither, in feverish accents.

" The lighls drew nedrer rapidly.

- Cecile, without rising;  Yooked at her father
beseechmgly, and-in stified tones, said,~— ' -
¢ Pierre, my husband; is he with thee ?* -

. The old man léaned out of the window, the

| better to: be able to distinguish those who

were advancmg
¢ And ‘my huaband ? agam 1mp!ored Ce-
mle ‘
. Decadi R'obert, who' could notf see more
than the outline of the figures, wounld have
ca]ied out, but his voice failed: him, he wgé
'speechless from emotion—for, - alas, the :ﬂ?-"
sence of alactity and exultation in the ap-
proaching party proclaimed too clearly; to
the anxions watcher, the want of success they
had to announce,
¢ And my husband ?* ejaculated Cecile, for
the third time.
¢1 do niot see him yet,’ rephed her father
vglt‘.h evident emotion. -
Again the agltaled young womain sprang
from her bed. .
The old man quitted his post at the win-
dow and rushed to oppose the entrance of
the crowd into his daughter’s presence until
he should haveiearned the result of thelr
search '

" But he was too late.
ness was not to be baffled.

: The plough-boy was paler_ as a corpse, aqd
- Heeding. vot the

locking into the thick darkness that envelopi« slgnais made by Decadi‘Robert for him not

" ed the'bailding. -

to tell, he blunt!y answered,—

ﬁfdrea?r‘y i&s[]f hour passed thus in agomz-

~ ¢The factis, we  do not kmow what hias

- will know it.’

 then, examining it at the light, she dlscover-
ed the marks of the teeth and traces of foam|

Cecile in her eager-
She caught
Nicholas, who was foremost, by the arm

and demanded,— : |
¢ What has happened? What have 'vytm

‘Decadi Riobert remained -some timé gaz-jseen? - - .

* most strnnglmgpoor Nicholas, he said,— * '
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become of Pierre. He 'has' not been' at St
Framhourg, at all events, and st the ¢ross~
roads near the forest, we saw the hedges
beaten down and traces of men and' ‘hotses,

in-'much confusion, as if there had been  &f.

terrible scufile going'on in that place quzte
recently.” . .

‘O Heaven ! robbery or murder !’ cned
Cecile, in bitter. angaish,

¢ No, the raseals were not robbers,’ rejoin- | 4
ed Nicholas. ‘Pierre had no money about
him, or anything worth stealing; but his
handkerchief he has" lost, for we found it in
a ditch close to the place of the squabble, or
fight, or whatever it was. See, here it i's,
there is no mistake but it is it, look and you

Ashe spoke, the fellow drew -from his
pocket a neck-kerchlef twisted, knotted and
torn in many places. -

-Father Decadi- stretched -out his hand to
get hold of it, in hopes of persuading hispoor
daughter that Nicholas was - mistaken ; but
Cecile, quicker than he, seized on the ¢rimi-|
nating article.

With trembling fingers she unfolded it ;

and blood, indicating that; ina desperate
struggle, it had been used as a gag to stifle
the cries of the victim,

As this conviction forced itself upon her,
& cry of agony and despair escaped the mis-
erable wife, who pronouncing, -with ineffable
terror, the name, ‘ Regina Gazeran, - fell
fainting and senseless- into the arms of her
commisserating and astounded friends. -

The father lett her to the - eare of these
kind folks; and in a frenzy 'of fary he caught
hold of - the:  bearer of this ifl news and al-

- ¢ 8o, good-for-nothing wreteh, you and-the
rest;have left Pietre Aubin in the hahds of

did yoiz not follow and " tescue lmn'! “Have
you no- 'Bowels oF compassmn, no spurk of
couragé and’ hamanity T T will: show" yot®
how one who is a man, will act.’ oo
This spoken, the bl ‘soldier * released
Ntcholas, who had’ changed from deadly pBIe B

| 10 ‘deepest.crivison unde? his iron grip. Thew,

with an ey¥ of fire; a hand convulsiire!y ‘aghlt
tated, legs tremblmg with eagerniess vot fear}’
he tock his gun, from 1ts place over the chimt’
ney, and first examm:ng to. see" that it’ was
praperly loaded and in good trim for sefvics)
he shatched a torch from the hand of oné-of ,
the guests and rushed out into 'the fields.-<i
The rest, stimulated by the exciterent and” '
determination of the’old man; thought not ‘of
his insuiting reproaches - and ‘each seeing ii-
the eyes of his associates that ' they. were all
of one mind, they followed in thé rear of:
Cecile’s father, to participate in thls strange i
nocturnal chase. :

"1t seenied as if ¢ the soId:er of the Repub-
lic,’ one of Napoleon § warriors, had, for thg
time, recovered the vigor of youth, so agllely‘

: chd he leap ditehes and’ f'epces and overstep

gvery 1mpedlment until he arnved at the spot
indicated by Nicholas Godard,” * * ** "'+
The marks of a violent strugg]e wére qu:te
v1snble, by theaid of his ‘torch.’ By a’ dee
impression m the soft ground it appeared as’
though the' heavy'" body of a man had hee R
thrown down and held there by st ermr
force, 'whilst all “arofind was’ trampletf ind
marked w1th the prints of severa] dlff‘erent-
sized f'eet, showing that there™ must have
besén some five or six persons engaged m ‘
the contest,

At a litdle distance, in. the down-trodden -
grass he found Pierre. Aubin’s hunting-knife
—but it was not bloody

- Alas, they have killed hirn - ere: he colﬂd
usé-his' weapion,” exclaimed the olfd v &'
he"pansed; in-his reséarch to wipy’ hté‘moiatw

thee' brigands, eowards that “you' dre; ! Why:

euedéjfes“ﬁi“-* ERRIRRIRE R T e




mAtgthjs msta.nt a puff of wind ‘extinguigning
ljg torch, put an end. to i'urther;,intestlgatlon,
and the, sorrowing saldier turqed his steps
homeward.

: Pregently, through the gloom of daxkness
he perceives a glimmering light, like, a;Will-

o'rthe-wisp, but he remarked that. it was at
some little dlstanoe from the ground, and
was steadily moving m the direction of the
village,

‘Without heeding the repeated callq; of - his
eomrades, - Decadi follows the- wander,mg
light some, distance unptil, he ]udged that. it
was within .range of his gun; then, u.otmg
without reflection, under the savage iutp:uts(e
of his excited feelings, he took good.aim at
the light and pulled the trigger.

The report resounded through tho valley,
thg, light was extinguished, and a cry, as of
su,dden puin was distinctly ’heard in the dark-
ness

¢1 have hit the bird, and must wait for my
comrades to conie up with thelr torches, 80+
lll uized Decadi. . - . :

he party goon hurried up, ond together
they &l hastened to .the spot from whence |-
the ory had proceeded and where the Iight
vaplshed

Nothmg was to be found but a lantern,

whmh had fallen on the gronnd and rolled |

over,,extmgulshmg the flame; but the. w1<:k
was still smoking. :
. On the glass of the lantern drops of blood

were visible, Except this, hqwever,, there |

viclently agitated, and wherefore, at this
appeal, he had ab:uptly qultted the christen~
ing festival;,

But, before explammg the cause of‘ this
myaterlous disappearance, permit us- o re-
léw what oceurred to him on that memorable
mght . .

‘ When Pierre Aunbin, in great emotion, had
taken leave of his wife and babe and quitted
the cottage, as already mentloned instead of
gomg to the stable——as his father-in-law. and
the. guests supposed was his intention, being
misled as to the true object of his absence—
Pierre passed through the outer gate of the
court-yard and was at once in the open
country.

. The night being so very dark on coming,
from the light within, it took some time be-
fore he could make his way through the sur-
rounding obscurity.

Behind, his. cottage-home shed ity fnendly
rays, like a Pharos of the deep, and !ay this
aid he trusted to be able, on returning, te
guide - his. steps to all that his heart held
dear.

. Pierre had proceeded but ashoit distance
when he saw, not far from him, a light-—

. Three times it slowly raised on-high, and

three times it is as slowly lowered.

¢ It.is he—it certainly must be him,’ said
the husband of Cecile to himself ina mur-
mured tone,; * yet why could he not. have
waited for me closer to the house
Alihough a vague, vndefinable unessiness

was no, vestlge or indication of the, result of accompanied  this idea, the game-keeper,

the shot so well directed by the old marks-
man, Decadi Robert.

CHAPTER 1L

Ipi time now. to return to. Pierre - Anbin,
th:m m‘ﬁ k;pl::er, and, in due:coNrse: will;ap-| given him, he was not in. much.. danger: of
paaéyhy,th;o girange signal, the,aoreqohngwl! losinghis way, even in the darkness of night;

nevertheless, walked onwards, -

the. signal-light. .

-forest .
ery, had- made him shudder and.begomes0. in the mazy mtnoacles of the murky rest;

with a. firm-
| step and determined spirit, in the direcuon of

. He advanced, hap-hazard, guided only: by<
o hig. knowledge: of the localities, and. from the-.
‘skilt which his adventurous. profession had: ™

. théi‘e i
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" The lxght was no longer visible.’ 'Then
Piorre uttered a' peculiar and very é’ﬁn}r
whistle, which was respondetl to by slmﬂar
soufd.
¢ Good P thought he, ‘I am not- far from'
him, ‘and taking a fresh start he co‘nﬂnued
his march;-
Atter awhlle, again seemg @ ghmmer of'
the light he’was following, he: stopped, pl&ced
both his hatds to his mouth, to oOnvey ‘the

sound like &’ speakmg—trumpet :md shouted’

at the top of his voice|—
« Petit Chidubel, is it thée ”

Then Pisrre: listened intently, bit no ari-
dwer was returned. " To' his great surpnse,

no sound was to be heard,

At this strange silence he became perplex-

éd.’ It was quite posmble that he" might  be
led into a share; so he stood ready to retrace’
His steps on. the shghtest suspzclous iove-
ment,

Reflecting that'the distitics “from ‘his cot
tago, to which ke had already strayed,: was:
86 great ‘as'to prevent any ory for hélp” bemg
heard by his friends there, should ‘heé be ate
tacked in the dark-—Pielre said to’ “him:
self,— ‘

e Fa;tf] it is 1o use to' run into danger af
this tite of mght It may come soon enough
‘without going to meet it. I will' be on my
giard and keep a bright look ont.’ ‘

- Thus'cormriuning with himself, ‘our honest
frienid began; with quxckened step, to retdrn
hibtne

I—Ie scircely started w hen he thougfn he
would repeathis call aobordmgly he shouted

but in a lower key,~
¢ Petit! _Ghauvel Petit Chauvel‘ aft" [thou

'This tittle thetd wds' & response—a chxltﬁsh
veice rei;he& - :

Pxerre Aubm neé&é& n’c’i miore,  Hig siia
picions vanishad' and hé’ was ashained GEHE
‘momentary alarm. Gu:ded by the" ﬁg?ﬁt" .
‘which was freély d:spla‘yed and” also by (BE
‘well-known volce, hié sbon’ reaoﬁe& thé indid
vidhaF ddd!'eésed as Petit Chauvel:"

Petit Chauvel was a shepherd’ de full' sixs
téen years of age, but S0 dlmlmiuve t’hat he -
hard]y seemed tweive Pale and ‘thin a3 the
children bi'ought up m the damp unwhole-
some quarters of & onty, no ‘one wou?& have'
ught to' look at him," thit he hdd always
i thid open ait and’ undeg lhe mvworaf-
ig iifluence of the sunshind. '
When Plerre reacheé ‘him, he was seat’ed"
on a stoné; his lantern wad placed by his side’
on the ground’ behmda ¢lump 6f brooin I-l"ﬂ
air was absent, even’ appéarmg anxlous H
séehled 16'be llsfenmg at{entlvely% bit not id’
e dlrectlon in wlnch the gérﬁe-“keepercome.
Plierre remarked thls to the ldd, buit h3I
laughed foo]isflly and “repiied; ¢ Who wouf‘& :
you think I was eXpeétmg noWw that yoﬁ are
come? No one but my Hog would want't@’
conie’ after' mé; and 1 rad' a thorn In’t’o' hi
paw to-night to! teach him not to'run af‘texy
me when I don’t want he shioutd? 7 R
. Al ariy other time’ Plerre woul’d have glveli' ]
vent to his mdlgnatlon af the c.ruelty off t'he
boy, but he was too much occ‘upleﬂ. thh ‘the

: sub_]ect ‘of uneasmess‘ that hhd dtawh him’¢e'

thiis spot; to notice it, bt hut‘l‘ledly ahdl uﬁ-’
paﬁently hé utteted the fo!lowmg quérles‘
“ What newd?' Has she urnved ? Wh
Is she alone? What did she' say P "
- Petit Chauvel—still looking qti:ts unfco’nl-""

‘ cernedly, with a vacahe staré, at Plerrs AW

His 166K of'
stipid-indifférénce was' by ‘ho theans &dvoxdb |
M'an expressxon of hypoctisy dhd' matices ‘BHE

bin-Liwas in' no hasté to reply.

*Yos; hére ath' I, makter’ Plet’x"é M".’iﬁo
haste !—I have befen wﬁihhg‘ ‘ii"fdfl"”hilf
WouEr - -

| twisted his' cap in'his hands“aﬁﬁ Kept shuiﬁng

aBﬂﬁtastpuz’zfed hiw'to' %;ﬂy il
At Tadt thé”? boy béing’ ?resmed to tel“l"ﬁféri

newd; hie‘laid” he did’ nof 'well” know* hiswits'®
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e,nswer HO any .:qln,estion,s, hn(t' he woutd’try, .

1 i d with the praetrced
the noise of several horses|again challenge
e Wdealy e ‘a goldier—*-Who. goes there 1’

was, heard close at.hand. et
t;gmh}e, in every hmb and pomtmg to.the|
place whence the sound came, he stammered,

‘Do you hear, ma,ster? Oh dear; Y, am so
fnu;htened Ican stay nolonger”

Jo s,z;’n,l,'mg1 he rose up, hid the !antern un-
der hts 5lmrse d'ﬂ'd without, heedmg the enq
treattes of Plerre he ﬂed hke a deer, and was
mst-mtly lost i m the :darkness \

Left thus suddeply alone, rvxthout havmg
heard a word of the 1mportant mtelhgence
whicki he sought 0 learn P:erre bent his ear.

the ground to asoertam whether the norse
whlch had put to fhght the foohsh boy dtd
really proceed t“rom horse ] hoofs, or was
merely produced by the wmd through the
trees Nothmg but the how]mg of a smart
breeze at first met his’ ear, but. after 2 mo—
ment, he dlstmctly heard ‘the neighmg of a

1

l}orse—th,en all. was agam stIent

The horsemen have halted thought Pterre,
arrd revertmg to the smgular demeanor and
brupt departure of Petit Chauvel he became
uneasy. He ]ooked towards hts cottage, the
hght from w.'mch was barely v1slhle and hej

reproached himself for having unprudemly
wa.ndered 80 far from i
' For 2 second ‘time did, the stout—hearted
game-keeper\ fee] . the fearful presentiment
which had. drawn him to Ceclle and Phili-
berte, but resolutely he began to walk home—
wards, As he was going he heard a ‘sound
as of stealthy steps on ‘the .grass, and the
~erackling | of dry breﬁtches, sometimes on
one; side and then on the other—but it was
‘5%@19—;33 strainmg his ¥igion, nothing could he
discern except once ?a shadow seemed to

ghﬁe along the path-way

4 Who goes- ‘there 1’ said the gamekeeper
boldly, as he walked towards the . moving
figure. . ' No. answer _was returned —+=.the

Pierre, advanced a step nearer the STt and

Hardly had he uttered the last word when,

from different peints four men rushed on him,
surrounded and v1o]ently assaulted him.

The husband of Cecile was uncommonly

tall and, what is rare,, strong in proportion to
‘his helght

He had more_than once had to
contend with the most athletic and most des-
perate poachers, and had taught them that in
a hand-to hand encounter, when he could
see what he was about, he did not fear two
foes at once.
taken by surpnse, in the dark and attacked
by four resolute assassins ? .

. The almost supethuman. efforts of despair
cotlld not save him. Being convinced that
he must be overpowered, Pierre, afier ‘ﬁghtiag
manfully for some time in silence, atiempted
to call for help, but a gag stopped his mouth..

.| Putting forth all his strength in order, if pos.

gible, to free: himself from, the suﬂ‘ocatmg
lmpedlment the game-keeper by a mighty
effort freeing one hand for a- morment, he
tore away the gag. .

This was his own " neck handkerehref'
which Nicholas Godard found shortly aftor-

i wal'ds on the scene of strlfe, and which he

brought back to the young mother. ,
As soon as Pierre Aubin recovered the.

power of free respiration, he. felt stronger,

his adversaries, he felled him to the ground
—but unfortunately the man iu falling had

ged him down wrth himself. .

embrace, equally trying ta both, they rolled
end struggled on;the ground.

shadovq seemed to, have sunk into the. earth

1ce. of

his vigorous antagomst

But what. could he do when -

* 'found it impossible 1o’ give utterance to more

and with a fearful blow in the chest of, one,

caught . hold of | the game-keeper and drag-

Pierre was uppermost and kept the other
down who not vanquished, though under-.
. neath, clung so firmly to him as to-prevent
his rising up. Thus interlaced in a nervous.

* Bach could count the deep-drawn resplra-.
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tions of the ‘other as- they writhied together but nét tl’ms ; and in thlsi ph'tee was He ta'dib,

‘with-knee to kree, breast to breast, and’ face
_ to face.

To prevent accidents they lHid it with

As they tuined and twisted Pierre | his face up-mrned and “his' Kead:’ restmé on

felt the satih of a mask over the features of the horse $ mane, then the powérless, s spesch-

Whilst each was medltatmg a desperate
effort as by tacit ‘consent they slackened the
strugele, to gain a little ‘bréati, the other as-
gassins, also masked; rusth on Plerre, fore~
ed ‘hin to let ‘go his hold and tied his hands
behind his back, and stopped the v1et1m 8
mouth with another gag The' man thus re-
Jeased hy comrades was able to arrse, and in
his turn assist them, e

* Pierre Aubin, still laying on the ground
and kept in a painful position by strong cords

than stifled sighs. Two of the men now
‘took hold of his: legs, ‘as’ jet unfastened,
whilst the other two supported his head and
shou]ders Sometimes carrying, sometlmes
draggmg him slong the ground, they got hlm
to a short distance where the party halied,

" One of them gave a whistle and almost ini-
stantly a fifth (masked_) person, appeared
leadmg a horse by the bridle.

This latter accomplice was smiall, thick-set
and short. He seemed fo move with diffi-
cilty. Possibly it was'on account of his in-

firmity' that he had not taken part in the|’

struggle. Heheld the bridle whilst the- cow-
ardIy conguerors of the gdme—keeper raised
the ubfortunate man off the’ ground and
hmsted him upon the hotse,

“"When he was’ ‘placed- thereon, to their
fancy, they tied his feet Under the beliy of
the animal. This of couse woiild prevent
his having the power to f‘ree himself from’ his
thraldom, but it wuuld not “obviate 'thg isk
of hlS destruetlon in case of turnmg “short

*.|less, tnresisting ‘man; was - firmly: securd

with other cords skrlfu'lly crossed - ero:md e
neck and breast-of the steed, . :

* These preparatrons completed the Iltt'l‘e-
man—ivho we _may as " well, 4t once, desté-
nute as the dWarf s1nce he i is destivied to fig-
ure ‘much in the followmg hrstory—went
away for a few minutes, mto the ‘wood, and

brigands 1mmed1ately mounted and {hedr dd-
formed accomphce bestrode the ammaf dh
which Pierre Aubin was fastened. s
Two of the party placed themselves ohe
on each side of the prisoner, anothet’ rode ‘ih
advance and the' fourth brought up the fear.
All these sinister arrangements bemg cold-
pleted, as 1f prerlously concerted; not a ttrb'r‘d
was spoken not a sign interchanged. ' "The
capture and  subsequént | proceedin wake
conducted so systemattcal[y and well, that‘the
five men seeed to " act as the’ dlﬁ‘drent pattt;
of one hody ditected by a smgle mind,” "The
programmé of the' arhbush ete, 'had no HESA
of alteration and amendment, f'or everﬁ‘ ‘fhér«
dent had: been foreséenand provided for. T

A torch was lighted, the horserfiah iniad- .
vance took it, and- si]ently\théj alltedt dtit ntia,
good round trot. The feeble’ hght from ¢his
source, as the rays fell on; those in-the * redt,
eaused them to’ look like phantom-ﬁgm‘es A
the gloom, and added to the desolatiosi of thi‘s
nocturnal ride through woods ‘and fields. ‘-

! The silent cavaloade, "after: advanemg 4
short distarice, had put’-their horses -iito: &
gallop, when - thé advanee-guard fell'. baek)
and comnmmoated in a’ wl'nsper wrt:h thﬁ

-

"’““d am"“g“ the trees, or should the horse others : i i v

fell or suddenly set off ont 4 gailop

' The gamakeeper ‘could ‘not:: hear whﬂ ]

Now there seemed little doubt but’ the bris passed but mstamly the 1orch was extingmshe-

gatids meant fo take ths ‘life of ‘their victim, | ed,the party quitted " tHe hehte‘n track;vand

téturned with four horses on whrch the four .|
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- Pietre felt assured that ithey‘mer#f.qruossiﬁg ffg.t@hj%d{dém to cover -the- eyelids of the

iwloughed fields, = - ... ‘
;- Pierre very soon comprehended the mean.
;pg of this change and stoppage, for he hegrd:
ithe sounds of a ¢rowd in motion, and calling
and replying to _each other,

Motionless and still, behind the sure_en.of
Dbushies gyhig;!j?_lgqrd;appd the clearing, remain-

ed the mounted kidnappers, as nearer and |,

nearer approached the clamor and the tofqhgé
%’tpﬁq_xi,cgme't}ge voice of Decadi Robert to

ithe ears of the captive, .,

i

Jead and spocecded so far a3 to be able.to
discern the features of his Efﬂ}.ﬂ}el’-,ll’ld?_ﬂg
whlch were illuminated by the light which
Decadi -held in his left hand, whilst, in the
vétﬁér ;“"3",’ ;‘f}ismtrqs{y doyble-barreled glin.

. The Sricﬁi:n«,g who but lately had believed,
]llmsslf ;i(r:réc‘nve'tably lost, now caught at .lhe'
mgﬁo;;bf ‘rescue, and his heart ﬁl‘)led‘met?] live |
1y gratitude towards his suppased delwerer.;

But it was not ordained thus to be, he vete-
,ran soldier passed and repassed, but did not
. Adlscover the prigpner_and his ‘_g.ugzrds.
. Jagine the tprture, the agony, the gus-
;Pg‘ﬂge,r_agd‘ the final despair of poor Pierre.
Aubin. , (
Toknow ihat & deliverer is close at hand,
a protector within a few paces, an avenger.
in search.of one—to hear, to see him, and:

: !
et to be unable to let  him know that. you.

are there, placing, all your, hopes on him,
though yourself muie and impotent-—what|
‘a-drendful situgtion. - - -

Notwithstending the harsh manner in which | going to do with me ?”

this.anwilling state of silence and inaction
had heen spcpred, yet, by a superfluity .of
arueltyrand precaution to make sure, of their

prey; the ligtle dwarfish mask, whorode withj,

Pierre, had climbed on to the body of his
prispnes, and, seated . Jike the - nightmare' of
a:dream, he piaced his - hands heavily on the

| anfortunate Pierre, whilst his knees rested

on the game-keeper’s chest.. o
As.if the Fates had conspired in favor, of
the villains, the very horses -assisted in pre-

‘|serving the death-like silence, No.neigh, or *

restless stamping betrayed to the anxious
searchers their vicinity. y
The last hope of deliverance dies in th
he_:;g,rt‘-q‘f _thé‘c'aptur'ed man as the lights re-
(!eide, and. the voices of the noisy party led

‘| by Decadi are faintly borne on the night-

Fierye made a, violent effort to raise up his | breeze. .

Onee more the midnight maranders are
under way, they have retarned to the path,
the leader hajs' re-lit his torch, and away they
ggligp at a pr;tc\e that will soon put them be-

Tyond all danger of a rescue.

" As for Pierre, each moment he expected to
draw his last breath. His head swam, his
;é}?e{s ,w‘er’e éfxtrem‘e]y bloodshot and ‘painf}ll.—
'lzhe,cloudé,seefned to fly above his head, and
the trees wére dancing in confusion, as, lay-
_in;grirqithat :}incquortable position, he whiz-
zed Qagt them. He seemed transported to
an unknown ‘world, where everything was

motion. o
~ For two weary hours did this unnataral
cou;'é;e 'l_a,st, at the end of which time they
halted. i ‘ :

Pierre was released from the horse and laid
on 'th‘e, ground.—Then his feet were tied to-
gefhér, and he conjectured that his riding was
lover, ‘But what,’ thought be, ‘are they

The leader of the masked party p}'a’:ge.d his
hand :c:)‘n\ @he heqrt, of ,the. Prqst_:’lfatel\man, to
;;sce'rt.ain if he yeuhreathed. o
. This certainty obtained, Pierre wias imme-
diately blindfolded. Then four of the men
raised ﬁim4 from the Igl_’g,l)}l;;lld_ and garried him,
headforemost, after haying turned themselves

gagged mouth of the heipless man, bent his

around with their burden ,sgverﬂ times, t0

strange, fantastic, inverted, and in constant

- with a shiver of terror. He thought they

. thought he.

. where could he bet :
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prevent the unlikely possibility of his having
had presence of mind, or perception enough
to recognise the route they -had come. The
deformed one remained; probably to dispose
of the horses.’ : Ceee e
+ Pierre Aubin, exhausted by the rough
- transportation and the struggle that had pre-
ceeded it, as well as the whitl in which . his
senses had been kept—utterly weakened in
body, but fearless in mind—listened with in-
tense curiosity for some indication of what
kind of a place he was in. .

At first, as they proeeceded (carrying him
along) he knew by the footstepa thiat the soil
was sandy. : -

Presently they trod on harder ground, and
after a while'firmly, as on flagstones.- When
they had advanced a little farther they stop-
ped, but it was only to change the position of
the prisoner, . .

Two men went in front and took firm
hold ‘of his feet, and the other two supporting
his head and shoulders, they resumed their
march. T ‘

By the slanting position of his body, an
the jerks he felt at each step they took, Pierre
surmised that they were descending a stair.
way. He was sensible of the cold damps of
a subterran¢an passage.

He no longer felt the outer air breathing
on his face, and drying the perspiration that
rolled profusely from his forehead, as at-in-
tervals, during the transit, had been the
case.

Now, indeed, was the bold huntsman seized

might be bringing him avLive to this place,
to let him die of hunger and despair in a
living tomb ! o

Onward they moved in the depths of this
long, subterranean vault, und by and by, the
distant strains of joyous music reached the
ear of the béwildered Pierre. . o
* *Can this be possible, or'is it but the- illu-
sion of a confused brain 1 AmIgoing crazy?

But nearer and clearer does the music
sound, and at length there .could be nodoubt
on the poor fellow’s ‘mind that he ' actually
heard & full orchestra—yet how ‘strange le

_Again his posture was shifted, anii';’*ﬂ'ib
game-keeper was “carried horizontally. -He
felt that his'bearers’ were walking. of -Jevel

{damp ‘and slimy. A smell, as if light and air
| had E"oag been exchided, pérvaded the place,
and 'was almost suffscating.” -~ © o .b

" Here the four ‘'menpansed, but withowt
setting down the heavy burden they. had cdr-
ried 8o far,. .- o . L

- Pierre could distinguish a key grating in'a
lock, then bolts creaked in the " rusty staples,
and a door was forced open, - o

‘From the different sound. of the echoing
footsteps, and the stoaping git of his eaptors,
it was plain that they were passing through a
low door-way which, it appeared,’ led into a
vaulted passaie, some steps bolow that ¢hro’
which they had just come, - . N

A second door was opened with a similar
noise. ‘They crossed another threshold, aftes
which the four enemies of the game-keopet
of the forest of Brasseuse, stopped forthe’
lagt time. - . -

‘The victim of the ambush was deposited *
on the damp ground, his eyes were unban-
daged, and as soon as Pierre recovered from
the dazzling light:of thetorch, hedistinguish-
ed the masked figures who stood around him,
contemplating him in silence. _ ‘

He next turned to survey the” place where
he had been thus. forcibly conveyed, and
dreary was the spot. . o
It was a vault, the shape of which was
octagonal. 'The only door was narrow and
low. : ' s
Pierre felt convinced that this was the firest
time he'd ever been in it, but, from the genes
ral resemblance that such places so frequets
Iy bear to each other, he conld not gleam dny
information as to whose castle he wight
be in, ", - - ! IRE
- 8till was.to be heard, overhoad, resound.
ing in the gloomy stillness of the dungeon;
the harmonious cadence-of the miusic that
had already caught the attention :of the cap-

| tive-—and alzo the regular smeasnred move-

ments of a dance. 7 P
‘After the maskers had regarded Pierre for

'{some time, one of them relioved him of " thid

blocd-stained gag. Then, without unbinding'
him; they left him " prostrate ‘onthe ground,

and taking with them the glaring toreh, they

departed, passing into- the “outer vault .in

silesice, . - . .n

- Thug was Pierre. Aubin left - alons in‘the

darkmess without & word ‘having been wouch:

ground, but their fdet slipped, as ifit were

-

safed to: mitisfy painfol -Guricsity or allay
uncerainty and'alarm. .. 0 0 2TV

-
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}M; ‘;.: ﬂéﬁl’ai'ﬂ,g}: thm.tly,‘ 15“ ‘glinvlmen iof light pro-

énxious _curiosity prevailed over. every. con:

" ceeding from withoutand visible benenthgahg sideration, - 5o -again dhis .paquul Way wag
’door,' an invincible desire .to ascertain what{made to the ill-fitting door. . = . . 0.

mog going on there, prompted the prisoner fo
" makesan-attempttofind itout, . . .« - &,
. By the nelp of head and knees, his hands
and - feet -being: tied, he managed: to- move
,along, .samewhit in ‘the fashion of a worm,
toward the open space helow the door. . i
. Placing his:eyé against -the aperture;’ he
saw: the four masked ‘men -seated at.a stone
tahle, evidently in de'iberation.. They spoke
one after another, in low tones, as if cach was
delivering an‘important opinion. Then: they
were silent, and appeared as if expecting the
erifrance ofsome one. .-~ .. ... . .
.« ‘Well might Pierre imagine that .the con-
yersation’ deeply concerned himself; but in
vain-he tried to catch a-word:of it. - ..
‘ It was but a few minutes eye the fifth ac-
* porhplice joined his associates, . This was the
dwidrf who had, with a refinement of cruelty
and: malice, acted the part of nightmare
.during the journey, and had been left 1o ‘take
care of the horses, T
He seated - himself beside the 'other and
spoke vehemently, but inaudibly to Pierre—
When he had finished his harangue, which
was listened to with great attention, the party
arese.* 'The nocturnal council seemed to: be
terminated. e ]
At this moment, so interesting and excit-
ing to'the spectator of the scene, he heard a
- rap on the outer door of the mysterions coun-
cbvaule. .. .~ ) . .
-+ The mhost powerful-locking of the five men
had left-his place and was advancing towards
the door of the prisoner’s cell when this oc-
curred, ;and Pierre, fearing to ‘be surprised in
his indiscreet capacity of eaves-dropper, and
* thinking that his life might depend on his-ig-
norance of what had just passed, drew back
as quickly. as he was able, to the place where
he had been left. S TR
-.;It may;be assumed -that situated as: was
Bierre Aunbin, and with.such intentions as he
"peeds must attribate to:his enemxes,‘he,\hgd-
little hope of -life-~-but -yet: for ‘the sake of
wife aod-child - he was willing to endure a
great deal rather thandie. BT
Having regained his place he waited in
in: breathless suspence—but nio one- entered.
Nothing. but.the strains.of loud, music..and

‘This time - he found a new -personage was

. |added to the masked party-—A woman!.:

.+ Pierre. could not see her face, for it-was
turned; towards . the men to whom she was
speaking, to low, however, to be, heard by
him;, though her gestures. denoted auge: and
a-resolute hpperious wijl. o,

.. The lady was .in éx,:fashi_onable‘,ball-drg:sg,
dazzling, covered with 'diarhonds, her :hair
was ornamented with rich and rare flowers,
in her -hand was even yet the Bouguet de
Ball, and her magnificent’ shoulders were
displayed by ber low-necked dress. This
splendid creature -must have stolen away
from the assembly over heud to be present

lat the-secret coungil which probably was to

decide, for life or death, the fate of the
wretched man., i .

When the lady had finished speaking she
bowed graciously to the five masks, and left
vault. - )
Fh?I‘hZ‘ heart of Pierre Aubin bounded with-
in his bosom as he sawher fice;it confirmed
his suspicions. “He uttered in under tones,
and with violent emotion, the same name
that, Cecile in her despair had involuntary
spoken—* Regina Gazeran!’ o
The leader. of the party accompanied “this
lady to the door, locked and bolted it after
her, then pointing to the vault where Pierre
was confined he taok hold of the lighted torch
and moved towards it. No sconer did. the

regained his station and awaited his fate.

" The five men . entered together. A ring
it appeared was fastened in the wall, and to
it Pierre was quickly fastened with a strong
chain,:they all then drew up }Jefqre him, and
the chief stepped up to tbe victim and gave
him a blow on the cheek. =

| - At this;unmanly insult the blood boiled in

the.veins of -the injured man, he foamed at
the mouth, but the excess of indignation.de-
| prived bim of the power of speech, Tq'such
a brave and worthy man as Pierre Aubin,-to
bear this whs. indeed torture. As he trem-

‘I bled with impotent rage he heard a derisive

laugh; it proceeded from . the malicious
dwarfo . ..

. Each ‘successively approached, and in like
manner. gaye the upfortunate man a blow,

“cadenced steps:above, met hisistrained; ear.
The light stili showed beneath the:door, and

even the hatéful_rlittle.man, but when  his

captive-game-keeper seen this motion thanhe .

_ it a deliverer ?
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turn came, the better to enjoy the atroeious
-pleasure of the insult, he stood looking at
Pierre earnestly, then with mock pity he
wiped, with his own handkerchief, the cold
sweat of anguish from his brow and the tears
of biood from bis eyes, then completed all
by the shameful blow, .
This strange and jgnoble infliction ended,

stone, continued. At length it is partially. ;
displaced, and the light of the torch, which
the stranger had brought, shed its rays_into...
the gloomy dungeon. ¢ Courage friend,’.

cried Pierre looking up to his supposed liber-
ator. 'The stone gives way, but instead of a
friendly face, as the game-keeper had hoped
to discern—-behold a hideous mask. Douoht-

the four strong cavaliers knelt in the centre|less it is one of the wretches returned to feast

of the vault and by their united efforts, and
with belp of an iron bar, they raised a stone
which had been concealed under the well-
packed earth which formed the floor of the
vault. :

A dark gulf was opened- beneath. and aj

mephitic vapor exhaled from the aperture.
Pierre utiered a cry of horror, The music
.and dancing were still sounding with over-
powering din, Bt ere the ery could be re-
peated, the wretches seized their helpless
victin, suspended him by cords aftached to
the thongs which confined his arms and legs,
and slowly lowered him into the dungeon-
abyss, s
When Plerre reached the botiom of this
horrible- pit, the stone that hadwcovered it
was replaced, and the unfortunate man fonnd
himself alone, and now, at last kopeless !
‘My wife! My child!’ he exclaimed ; but
this was all that escaped frow his almest
bursting heart. .
During the whnle of this” foul transaction,
the prisoner had been unable to recognize
his tormentors, whose voices he had not
heard, and whose. features had been effec-
tually concealed by the masks, Nevertheless
suspicion of certajn persons most likely to be
the actors or abettors in the dastardly deed,
would intrudé, but he repulsed the idea, that
it could be them, with horror, :
After the receding steps of his foes ceased
to be heard, all was silent. This silence was,
however, but of short duration, and he could
make out that some one was in the vault
above him. Then he distingnishedthat the
stone over his sepulchre was shz‘tkér}, as if by
some one whose strength was unequal to the
task of raising it up, for it resisted the efforts
to displace it., - i

Hope,  the sufferer’s stedfist companion, |
whispered in the ear of the buried-alive.. Is

his eyes on his victim, for he holds the light
over the yawning chasm and peeps into the .
gloomy death, T

¢ Cowardly assassin,’ eried Pierre, ¢ At
last tell me thy name that I may curse it”

"The sneermyg laugh which was the sole
reply to these words, revealed the malicious
Dewarf who had already caused him so much
suffering. o L
The monster of cruelty as if, for the time .
satisfied with the spcotacle he had been en- -
joying was withdrawing himself, when his .
mask came off and fell at the feot of Pierre ‘
Aubin., . N
The dwarf hastily sprang backwards—but
quick as was the movement, he was recog-
nised ! . ) . -
¢ Antoine de Lobourdilliere,’  cvied the
game-keeper, ¢ Remember that from the days.
of Cain—God punishes the fratricide !’

CHAPTER 111

Berore proceeding any farther with the *
story it may be well fo affix the date of it,
by mentioning that at this period Charles the
Tenth had been five years on the throne of
Frante. . "
The eldest branch of the house of Bour-
bon was verging to a fall—thanks to the
combined" efforts of those who wished, at
any cost, to destroy it, and those who, under_
pretence of preserving it from unsegﬁly
contact, kept at a distance all who were
inclined to afford it substantial support.

i

It was about fifteen years since the new

the absentees, the last lingerers of .the .

ed ‘to cohie back.”

Re-animated by this idea, Pierre aroused|turned to live on their estates, for the most

himseif.

part in ‘a pitifal condition.

They were as

The efforts of the person, to move the|one may say, wedded to the past, and could

alliance had proclaimed, by its heralds, to :

great” emigration—*Donnez vous la peine . |
dentrer,’ which may be translated ‘Be pleas-,

- From that time a goodly number of the' = ]
noble descendants of ancient races had re. -
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not be brought to understand the changes
and revolutions that time had wrought in
social life and public opinion,
- though'"these things were not, they obsti-
nately retained their old. ways and customs
brought back, intact, from exile, -~

In their sxmph(:lty these proviaeial gent: y
and nobility expected to see renewed the
splendor and the arbitrary usages of abso-
lute ‘monarchy. They refused to comply
Wlth the fashion of the day, even-in the

atter of dress.  Somie repaired their delap-
itated castle-towers and re-erected the sig-
aiorial gibbets.

The latter—an objeoct of derision {o those

who, passing the casile, perceived it through

the court-yard gate—was not alogether. an
unused plaything. If deprived of the right
to exercise sovereign power, the dispossessed
" noble could no longer hang on it a truly
refractory tenant—he consoled himself for
his' loss‘of power over the lives of men, by
hanging, now and then, some intractable
hound to serve’as a warning to the pack.

Amongst these incorrigibles—who made
it a point of honor not to admit the march
of improvement, and to protest, by their
influence and practise, against all innova-
tions and every species of reform—it con-
cerns us to instance, as foremost, Emeric, Ne-
pomucene de Labourdilliere, Marqu:s of
Valgenist,

The  domain possessed by his ancestors
was so vast, that it was said, that from sun
Tise to sunset, a howse urged to a gallop, and
‘continuing at that pace, could hardly make
the circuit of it. But the evil days that-
came on the territorial Lords had so often
and 5o effectually clipped here-and there
from the manor of Valganest, that when the
Marquis found himself, at the restoration,
L again in possession of the "estate and title
of his fore-fathers, the inheritanice was re-
duced to such a degree, that-a very mod-
erate walker would, have gained but a poor
appetite if he satisfied himself with making
the toir of the new Valganest, before ‘his
breakfast.

The Marquis derived but a very "small |

income: from his curtailed estate; but, proud
" and poor, he would have considered his dig-
| nity compromised had he permitted his far-
| mer to-cultivate the smallest portion of -the
ground assigned, since, his return to Valge-
nest, to his game. Whilst he exacted r:gld

Acting as

respéct to the boundaries of his preserves in
order to secure his own sport, he was utterly
unserupulous about the rights and property
of his neighbors, and Emeric de Labourdil-
liere encroached perpetually, with spade and
plough,-on the limits which he deemed toe
circumscribed. :

As all the land that could be seen around
the castle had once 'belonged to his ances-
tors, the Marquis cailed emcroachments cn
the adjacent fields—practical ecxperiments of
counter-revolution. By little and ittle he
wounld, no’ doubt, have got back all the
patrimony . of the Labourdilliere family 1f
those whom he wronged, by putting in prac-
tise .his political theury, had not loudly
spoken of having reconrse.to law, to obtain
{ustice, and ascertain how far this system cf
appropriation and aggrandizement would be
sanctioned.

The first peasant who had dared to com-
plain to the old gentleman had done so on
the occasion of chancing to meet him. Very
greatly astonished was the Marquis at his
presumption and audacity, This surprise is
easily accounted for. He had returned to

his old castle after an absence of thirty =~

years, and understood not the vocabulary
which the French pecple’ had composed for
themselves whilst passing thmugh—Repuh
lie, Consulate and FEmpire!

The Mar quis de Valganest, ehq]lenged by
the old clown, looked at him with an air as
much as to say, ‘I do not understandrjou.
Then as he had no desire to waste time in
listening to claims put forth in terms equally
new to him, he shrugged ‘his shoulders and
turned on his heel. :

After going a few steps the Marguis. hap-
pened mechanicslly to look back., ' The
claimant was still’ stending where he had
left him—but cursing and shakmg his braw-
ny fist in a threutenmg manner

It was not long before the countryman
felt the ill effects of this- significant but dis-
respectful | gesture, which was more intelli-
gible to the Mm‘quxs than had been hrs
langaage.

On the evening of that very day, as the
man was going from the Hamlet of Bras-
seuse, through the wood of Haut Martel, he

was assaulted by some persons, so dlsgulsed

that he could not recognise them, and

beaten with clubs till he was completely '

senseless To crown his misfortune, a short

. mvited maifre . Bonaceueil to follow. hlm mto
’ ‘Ia -constable.:
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time afterwards, his finest stack of corn was
struck by hghmmg {it was said} and con-
sumed. As the night was free from thunder
or storm, some of the boldest and most inde-
pendent minds in the place would not believe
thal ‘the interposition of Fleaven caused the
disaster—but the servant girl of the Priest
of 8t. Frambourg took her cath,. that she
saw the avenging lightning descend from
Heaven on the doomed stack, and om the
following Sunday the miracle was preelmmed
as Sav:red Tryth.

This occarrence, which :mght have been
ap effectual warning to the malcontents, did
not prevent another peasant, more audacious

‘gven than the former, from doing that which

the one who had been 0 mu@[y heaten had

snly threatened to perform.

Comphmt wasg carried before the prose-
cuting attorney for the crown, at Senlis.

The unlucky constable who was not afraid
to carry to the Marquis the summons to
apprar before the court. to hear himself
eondemned to keep within his own bounda-
rics, could not boast of the result of this
darmcr exploit.

The easily irvitated pride_ Of the old gen:
tlenran, who was altogether ignorant of legal
proccedm:rs, took umbrage when he saw a
fellow present himself to emunciate an order
in a’ castle {where, except during the revo-
lution when things had to be passed over,)
no ene had assumed the right to enter, save
to humble themselves before their maater,

When the constable entered the saloon,
Emeric de Labourdilliere. was surronnded by
his fiye grand-sons—William, James, I'ran-
ois, Honore and Antoine. =

We ought here to observe that it was no
part of the iniention of the official, entrusted
with this delicate mission, to adventure into
the interior of the castle in the execution of
his duly-—on the contrary he only destred to
deliver his-summons into the hands of the
gate-keeper.

To this effect he had already, in thls lady’s
kennel, produced. his inkstand, and, the pen
in his fingers, was beginning to write in the

prescribed French form— ‘Speaking to the|:

gate-keeper who has declared herself unwil-
ing to. sign the.——' when an old :servitor
appeared at the gate of the Jlodge and

the presence of Monseigneur. -
The invitation was so politely worded and

1

delivered in’.such mild: tones that it co:ﬂd‘
not fail to succeed-in enh'appmg him,
Eustache Bonaccueil, the coritable, Wik
caught by it. He ascéended the grand stair-
case with unfaltering step, passed through

-the large apartments, that ' led “to the saloon®

where the old ‘man, awaited hlm, withotit *
hegitation——but no sconer was he'in the pre-
sence of  the Marqms than ‘hig conﬁduﬁ:e
began to fail.

The aspect of the g:,mndsons bf the My :
quis ‘made the constable uneasy; and’ the

haughty ironical looks of the old map™

his part. Very soon was’ he’ ‘enlightened on”
the subject, for hardly had muitre Bonaccuegi
presenl:ed with fear and trémbiing, his eita-
tion, to his tordship, when' he' found’ hlmseif

pinioned. in the strong embrace of vagoreus '
In a second he was stripped.of’ hlSm' :

arms.
clothing, then he was “pitilessly flogiéd, aid
without giving him time to dress Himsélf,’ ‘the

five young men, with ‘shouts - of l:iughter, ’

wrned him out of doors. ‘

The cold was intense, - -but the eonstable'
felt it not, thanks to the kihd attenition of the'
old domestic who let loose a’ couple’ of
hounds which worried and harrassed hlm fol‘
a quarter of a lengue.'

This repetition of an infamous amusement
which had often been acted in ‘old tlmes‘
with' success, cost the Marquis dear, inf the;
present instance.” In the meantlmé how-
ever, he was glad to bave an opportumty

.ceused him to dread some evil' iritenticin on’ E

of showing’_the heirs of his nanie how thls_

sort of thing used to be managed.-

The poor devil of a constable was ‘huted’
by the dogs so far' that: even afier they
ceased to persccute him' and’ he was be
their reach; he'continued: his racé, thinki g
they werec at his heéls, and smartmg fri
wounds their pangs had- inflicted, u
fell ‘exhausted and senseless a'. hl
door. : )

The neighbors raised hlm fr‘om the gluund
tad placed him in bdd. Nine da)s affer

,:l A

"Z‘, :

hat the un[‘ortunute | dled Ui (leiirlolls N

feter,

the: Marquis: some twelve hundred fran

put a-stop to the'hub-bub” excited: by &1
result to a similar pleasantry—-—but timie
made -every thing' deater, evén to the life of
Bo' much so that the old

Noble,’ who had not ealcuiated the éffets

Al

In days of yore it would, only five, ost ’
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- of revolutions, saw. himself on-the point of| bore him ill-will; and thus cruelly treated ot .
| paying with his liberty and.:honor, for this|his way back:from the castle. * o

F error in his reckoning, : ‘The widow who had flattered ‘herself with
LA criminal trial was in store for.him, and ithe hope of obtaining heavy damages, renped
- the Gendarmeric had already crossed the [nothing from- the event, but freedom to take
1 thicého‘ld of the castle to arrest its lordly|a young husbind, which, shortly she did, in.
. owper.. . ‘ P the person of the head-clerk of the deceased
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ment, and now their looks demanded explicit | straggled . conscjentiousl D 'the &l
ment, an v their | ' 4 : jentiously to repress “the el
information, to which mute appeal the Mar-| thusiasm which by degréees S
¢ ton, 1o ¥ € & egrees- to
quis responded in fones of vexation. of him. yoeg : "Ok. posggis_s;qp
% L3 » . - ‘ "
He who is coming calls himself, Etienne] A plot, to murder, his first - consul, oue in

& windows, the police penetrate insolently even

“‘Emeric de Labourdilliere saw, from his

' to the court of Honor. He turned a look of
despair -on the_portraits of his ancestors as

maiire Bonuccueil, _ y
‘We will now go hack to the period when

the old Marquis with his five grandsons,
just returned from exile, were again in pos-

though to implore aid-to repel the intrud-|session of Valgunest. Thus re-installed, the

ets. . . . - ‘
~ Some ages. back, in the good old times,
ntliéf‘tr‘umpet’s‘ sound from the towers of Val-
| ganest would have sufficed to call numbers
to the defence of the castle, and prepared to
hold out to the death, or at least to fight
‘Jong and valiantly before they yielded. But
now resistance was impossible from without
—and within the Marquis had not even his
five grandsons to assist him-—they were ab-
sent on a hunting party. -

B As the Brigadier and his men mounted
the steps of the hall-door, indignation and
Eshiame at his Jost power and present impo-
ltence cdused the blood to mount to the head
Bof {he old man. Regret for past times was
his last thought—nhe exclaimed— Unhappy
iFrance l—Unhappy age ! and. apoplexy e-

inguished his life on the spot as these words
passed his fips: ‘
When the Gendarmes entered the room
they found only a corpse, the clenched fists
d curved lips, of. which seemed yet to pro-
st against the sacrilegious proceedings of
volutionary justice. '

i This event put an end to judicial action
the matter, for Eustache Bonaccueil had
fied without heing .able formally to declare
3hat the grandsons of the deceased Marquis
ad taken an active part in the brufal treat-
hent he had experienced. Besides, the old
prvant, Bartholomew, (out of respect to the
bhemory of his late master) deposed on oath

fhat the constable went away from the cas- |-

, dressed and unhurt, after Jeaving the

tion. He, also, took the precaution to)

batter in the woods through which the
sused man. fled, the  missing garmentsi
oreover. the public voice accused the de-
based of not, having exercised bis'authority
ry ‘.leiiieu‘ti_y; 50 that all -put.together, it

proud old gentleman .delighted to sit in state

no company al the castle.
One evening, as he and his family were
thus seated, Bartholomew came into the
apartment and respectfully whispered to his
master. ) ‘ :
The valet seemed nervf)us and embar-
rassed. - The Marquis knit his brows at the
communication. Surprise, indecision, an’
ger, all were depicted in his countenance.
Some violent struggle eonvulsed his features
and lit up his little grey eyes with fury.
Meanwhile Bartholomew awaited patiently
the answer which his master hesitated to
ive. :
g At length the faithful domestic was dis-
missed, the Marquis, saying, ‘ Mind that he
waits until I ring, before he enters here.’
Then it was & visitor whom the man had
announced. Yes! an embarrassing and ua-
welcome one, as. will be seen. = ‘
The five brothers looked with impatience
at their - grandfather, but restrained by the
habitual respect to which he had aceustomed
them, they did not venture o interrogate
him—and yet they were no longer youths.
William and James, twins, had entered on
theit twenty-ninth year, and Antoine the
youngest, the deformed, the same who had

was about twenty-four.
plain— This is an unlucky day for' us, gen

tlemen—for I have just had an extraordinary
and vexations visit announced. If the man,

| who is .about o present himself, really be

the person he represents—then the late Mar-
chioness of Valganest shed torrents of tears
without icause, and for wothing have you
worn mourning for these eighteen years’ -

hrar) to be generally credited that the con-
nbie had been way-laid, by some one who

The brothers trembled at this annouhce-

in the largest reception room, (as his fore-"~
fathers had done,} even when there was no .

_taken such puins to inspire, from infancy

dertaking (liable to be repaid by ignominious

been recognised by the captive game-keeper

The Marquis at last. thus deignei:l to ex-

de Labourdilliers” *Our' Father I' exclaimed | which he was compromised withaut ‘ha\'r'ii":‘ng
i

each of the young men risifig up.
‘ Yes, traly, if he be not an impostor, we
are compelled, once more, to see the wretch-
ed man who has disgraced our name.’
‘ Ho must be an impostor,” quickly replied
Antoine, the dwarf His four brothers
eatching and applanding the idea, repeated,
‘He must be an impostor--He shall be
an impostor.’
- Fhie whole five gentlemen then approached
the old man’s chair and ranged themselves
abont him, as if to show by this action that
they made common cause with the head of
the family against this new comer, be he
Etienne de Labourdilliere or not,
Well pleased to see those whom he had

with pride of birth, love for the old system,
and hatred to Republican and Imperial

Fraglce——Emeric smiled his satisfaction, and |
pulling the bell, muttered between his teeth spot, which I need not . patticularise—a full

¢ This mun may come,’

To make the scene, that is to follow, in-
telligible, we must premise ‘that Etienne de
Labourdilliere, who emigrated in 1791, left
his wife Marguerite de Gazeran and his three
sons, with his father, in England, and him-
self returned to his native land as a spy and
secret emissary to aid the restoration of
‘Monarchy. h -

That the hepes, honors, and emoluments
held out as inducements to this perilbils un-~

death) prompted many to adventure in. the
cause’ of the Boorbuns, "is very probable,

But that some few were actuated by the|.

purest motives of loyalty, swayed by convic-
tion, and uninfluenced by seifish or interested

participated in -it—finished to disgust ‘h
and detach him from a canse which allowed
of assassination as a' means to aitain success.”
He had the courage to express his indigna . |
tion at the conventicle from whence’ the
death-signal was to be issued. His acgomy
‘plices (who had in the first place deceived
him as to their true -intentions) fancyfn
themselves .betrayed by him on whoin ‘they
so much relied; came very near makit’lg' Kim
pay with his'life, his ruptore with thens.
Etienne de Labourdilliere was "not, 1he
man to be easily intimidited, 'and when he
heard, murmured in the assembly of conspi- -
rators—° He is a traitor—Ilet him die the-
death of a traitor’ He imposed on them
by the reply, : s o
¢ 1f within one hour from the moment that
I entered here, I am not seen, by a friend’
whom 1 shall not name, to pass by a certain,’
list of all your names will i,dih'iéd:i,atélf’bé’}
placed in the hands of the police?”  ~~ 7
Saved by his presence of mind, Etienne,
had the good fortune to preserve the life of -
the man who held in his" hands the- destiny "
of the Nation—the ‘mighty Napoléon-—as '’
well as his own. 'The ‘conspirators without'
more ado dispersed. s o
A letter from the ‘Marquis (in England) .
reproactiing his: son with' vaeillation” eté.,
being seized by the police came” near riin-
ing him. It was’plaii from the ‘tenor of
the communication that a new Rioyalist ﬁlSt"”I

threatensad the repose of France.'” - -~ .
Etienne de Labotrdilliere was''dast inté’”
prison. ~Then he ‘was told of the letter
which .cansed .his: arrest.” ramediately he '

molives, it can not be denied—and these | wrote to his father ‘in the praserice: of his
es can not be - ese | s , ; ¢ presence’ of his
accepted the commiission of Espionnage as|judges—to . renounce his aghesio:ff'§8 ‘the '
a glorious ohe, aud regarded death in-thisparty he had" hitherto believed biest for “his .

connéction as martyrdom. - ‘

Of this class was the only son.of, Emeric. | the.existing government, ~ -

When he quitted England to- counter-revo-.

lutionize France—hé believed he was obe juis ‘the’ police ‘hopes of ‘gettifiz a
utionize ¢ beliey was obey- | Marquis, gave the police ‘hopes of ‘gettifig a '
§ ing o chivalrous sentiment agregable to.God |elue to the :n'umérot?: 'éssbcfaiz‘é‘s"fro%i“ﬁﬁg
| and beneficial to his country. But the pre-ihe -had seceded, . But “Beieniie &liéti'ﬂ'iitsr;"”
judice of education gave ‘'way before -therefused to'denourice any one; . At ihe tima |

country, and

} expreesing: His ddmiration of °
I R PR

~ This avowal, on the part of the son'of ‘the”
s R ifE Tt

1}

1
it

gloribus " dcts and deeds “he witnessed or, that he proclaimed hig'“love of his colntey,

hear’(} related on his way, to Paris. Long he [and his readinesé 1o enter “het “seiﬁ’cb”fﬁﬁg
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. ?ﬁril;}his life, in it—he presbrvéd silence
Tegarding those who were attempting to
‘destroy her peace and subvert her rules. i
. This .refusal to betray his former friends
‘caused.doubts as to the . sincerity of his pro-
fesions, and. though it was not thought
advisable to:bring him to trial, it was deemed
expedient to detain him in prison, from
whence, however, in.qourse of time he v‘\fas
rp'lfzsig;a‘!ast letter which he had written to
his father he thus expressed himself*

' <] have not apostatized, my Lord, 1 am
no enpemy to my ever loved coumry,.w_hose
interest 1 had mistaken—I am now pern_ut?ed
thie honor-of shedding my blood tn expiation

of my error. Instead of pitying or cursing

i&alience with which her hus_band had enduared
the matrimonial yoke which, weary of the
struggle, he had suffered to be imposed on
him, and she doubted not that his readiness
to accept the secret misgion to Frarce arose
from the desire to escape from her presence
than from devotion to the cause of the Prin-
ces. When she learned, in London, that he
had deserted the Royalist ranks, she was con-
vinced that her painful sormise was cor-
rect. ‘

This was the cause of the jealous fury
that made Marguerite de Gaxeran forget
that a mother, even if’ she be a neglected
wife,- onght not to . teach her children to
despise and hate their father, '

Two years after the departure of Elienne,

istake 1 theinlly  reported
) son, my father-—he by some mistake it was o !
v r\{r}ﬁl'b;etp;?'xudtlﬁaf ngl:,fe-ﬁgl(’i, Wij:l honor for |that ke was dead—that he had been killed

your Tame:’

[

‘Tiienne -de Labourdiiliere, in fact did

hilst fighting the battles of the Republic.
WI;Eisght%en years had ‘passed over the

m i i ing and shame of his family, during

1s mission in the army underjmourning an . .

Eﬁgg{eoi; ggd began a fresh career in which ) which period the report of this death had
RO AR i

ke nobly distinguished himself. -

never been contradieted. Such was believed

1t would be useless .as well as tedious to|to have been his end, b);l his i‘a{t?her]czndal;l;
" dwell on the way in which this defection | sons when 1}1ey .retu.m;, 10 arr;lr: 1h’ md
from }hﬁ Roydlist cause was received by the | however glorious 1t might appe g ey

Marquis beyond the sea:

of many, was looked upon by them, as

Briefly then—That very day the head-of} infamous and degrading to their name.

The Marquis de Labourdilliere and f,'tmilyl

REGINA.

we will return to the saloon where ‘the old ,

gentleman was ringing the hell for the visitor
to be called in. )
The attitade of the Marquis was solemn
and stern—that of hjs grandsons, insolent—
when the door opened and the new-comer,
a man between fifty and sixty, entered the
apartment. .
It was with head erect, a steady eye and
firm step that Etienne Labourdilliere ad-
vanced to' the group of brothers and their
+ grandfather. His dress was military, his
hair quite white, a sabre cut had scarred his
right cheek, his manner was very dignified,
and when he chose to modulate it, his voice
was extremely mellow and sweet: Bartho-
lomew, who preceded the unwelcome visitor,
hastened to light the wax candles of the two
immense and costly candelabra, which were
needed fully to illeminate the spacious room.
When within three or four steps from the
old Marquis, the soldier half bent his knee ;
he respectfully gaid—
‘ Father, I salute you # .
1 know you not,’ sternly replied the old
man, and turning to his grandsons who had
stationed themselves in his rear, hat in hand,
he said to them—

‘Replace your hats, gentlemen, or thid

‘1t is eighteen years replied Eticnpe,
‘since the spy of England, ashamed of the
political party to which he was attached,
resolved to have done with the past and
redeem his error by an-opposite course of
action. But he was mot willing to break
every tie that linked him to his family, and
instead of being called Labourdilliers of-
Valganest, to which nume he was entitled;
he determined to dé credit to his Muther's
name by his honorable serviees in ithe bril-
liamt career of the army of his fellow-citi-
vens~therefore he passed from that time
as Etienne Seignerolles—Major Seignerolles
is the name that wow T bear. S
‘ That is 10 say, sir, that you have sullied
two honorable names, instead of onet res
plied the old Noble, forgetting his intention
not to recognise his son, ' '

-*T hail these words, my Lord Marquis, as
an admissibn on your: part, that I am your -
son.’ '

Then speaking to the four brothers whom -
he had wot yet obliged to uncover their
heads, the major said—

* Off with your hats, gentlemen, and say to

wie, as [ have already twice said to my father -
~—** Father, I salute you.’ :

Much as it cost their proud spirits to obey

16 family called his five grandsons to him, | . : y
zlzﬁ?ifdi,l:,nyg as they were, he made them swear being, as al.ready u‘lienuoqed;maﬁfagest ﬁtll‘lst
to ﬁiw their father as an enemy whilst he lRast “of fthﬁ r}a%urtne tffy?“‘,%;s oo
i d to i of a|Reign of the Restora as_drawing 1o a.
l“{?d’ i:ind ;(f)'t':fugieat}l]]ls memory, th%t : closi ‘and the counter-revolution raised, its
rénegade, .

man may suppose it is only out of respect to

. him that you stand bare-headed.’

Then, although lie had recognised his son,

perfectly, at once he added—* Pray sir, who
are you? '

this mandate, the five brothers; subdued by
the authoritative tone and commanding look
of their parent, bent their heads ahd Mur~

mured the preseribed and customary saluta-
tion. ' ‘

The. Marchioness, his mélhér alone, yetilhiead, prepared its arms, and 1mprudently

in vain, wept over this.impious. vow.

‘As to the wife of Etienne, far from parti-

ipating in 3 hich he
cipating in the honor an_('i SOrTOW W
m%fher-,:ﬁrllaw felt et this’ wickedness, sh
lent 3!l her maternal authority to support th

proclaimed itself victorious before h&wing
been fairly enaged. -

r{ The twin-brothers, William and James,
e | were Majors in the Austrian army—TFrancois

¢land Honore were attached to the Bavarian

w in . hi tion=— Antoine, the Benjamin of the.
FETT in his anger., She too|legation~—and Antoine, the ‘ ‘ c
:;&gﬁttggrpg:ilﬂgﬁ to hate thei%. father—but |old Noble, had never yuitted his grand
it ;f’:is‘,'nq‘t “political fanancism that made her | father. ' -

so willing to’ instil the xmucorous hatred of

thé Marquis,, @ . o o...
Ll.%rg’gijgg;lqusy._ . Desperately. enamoure

of E i

Such was the situation and such the sen-
‘I timents of this family' into which Ktienne
d|de ‘Fabourdilliete ‘came, after this lopse of

w i is “station. K Hi ther
nne, [ 1 - to reclaim his ‘station. His mo
iepne, who reciprocated not her pas-|years, ]

tienne, who Tecipr

- v

Giofi. oha had succeeded . in.becoming - his|he was not destined 'again to behold, .on
Y B

wife, by her..influence over : her 'father, -and | earth! ~She hdd died iuconsolable for the .
tie, Py fer.. IMBUGRGE

in ‘consequence. of ithe -misfortunes, of | the loss of her much beloved son—DBut then he .
by ik R Aacilal et by

times' wh

SO

ich made, iedesirable for the: Roya

ists 10, strengihen, their hands. by intermar-

riages so ag to form,.a more. compaet. fence

aroﬁ:g'\@i' I1h;e, ‘exiled, Princes.:

ix L

] |was relieved from the disagreeableness of

her last, 4s the family set foot on. their native
ool :

aruciite had been, sensible of . the im-|: < Now that past eveits are made known,
FErET AN AN LA tho s IR ) ; . ‘

' encountefing his wife—for she had breathed

* Since it would appear-that your Lordship
has not understod me,’ replied Etienne,
looking sternly at his sons, ‘T will repeat my
words when you desire these impertinent

young m=n to behave towards me with that

respect which is due even to a stranger of

my age.’

As he finished speaking these words, with
a back-handed stroke he sent the hat, which
Antoine Nad insolently placed on . his head,
flying info the middie of ths room. L

The dwarf turned pale with anger, his
brothers moved as if to resent the affront,
but a glance from FEtienne caused .them to
remaint in, their places, and -the latter fe-
peated—— ) ‘

‘ Father, I'salute you, S

“Are you notvery audacious thus to ad-
dress me, sir, Do you not know that my
sony who was, expiated by death, full eighteen

4

. The major then turning towards the Mar. -
quis, continued, ‘Now, my father, if I have
n any way wounded your feelings, will yoir '
not pardon me that I may learn, from" your’
example,-to forgive my children.’ ’ .
‘Burely you have not entertained the ex-
pectation of a reconciliation with us#* was
the ‘ungracious reply; ‘If such hope do
réally exist—better you had died- before you
emered here, for you would have curried

| with yew a hope that will néever be realized,

If my grandsons did not participate in my
feelings on this -subject I would 'expe} them *
from my presence.’ e
‘The sons of Etienne Seignérolles’ (sa

: called) drew closer to the old Marquis st this.

speech, on noticihg ‘which the -major this'
addressed his sire. .
‘I would not deprive my children of your
society and . affection, to which they so long

years ago, his treason to his King 7’

.

have been accustomed. I have not come te

~
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b - impose*on you the penance of my sojourn

B  amongst you, my habits and politics are not
yours, therefore we could not live happily
together.” ’
. *Iam glad.sir, that you admit so much,
but be pleased to inform me what motiveled
you hither? Methinks. both of us could
have dispensed with this meeting.’

“1 imagined sir, ¢ replied -the major, ¢ that
the difficulties through which you . have
- struggled must have straitened your means.

The liberality of thé Emperor, by whom. 1
was personally esteemed, has enabled me to
gave two hundred thousand francs, and now,
that you ate about to resume your rank and
live worthy ot your name, perhaps the offer
of my assistance may be of use. I come,
therefore, to place my humble fortuhe at
your disposal, for my father and my sons
ought not to have recourse to strangers
whilst I have the means to offer them/’

The Marquis suffered his son to finish
this generous speech, but the flush of indig-
nation which mantled his cheek, and the
uneasy . convulsive *iwitches of -his body
showed the difficulty of silting it out. At
the conclusion of it he sprang to his feet in
a perfect fury, exclaiming passionately,—

‘It is the price of the blood of our party
that you dare te-offer me, despicable wretch
that you are! No, never will 1 touch it!
Begone sir, begone I’

Etienne de Labourdilliere stood calmly

-under the explosion of paternal wrath and

replied not. After the pause of an instant
the old man apostrophising his grandsons,
thus delivered himself,

“ Should any one of you ever accept but
a glass of water from this man, that one
will I disinberit, and on whomscever of you
who shall excépt a legacy fram him, is my
malediction already pronounced.”. |

“My Lord Marquis, remarked Etienne
with respectful firmness, ¢ will please to re-
member that Major, Seignerolles resides at
Haut Montel, near Brasseuse. He will there
find him as favorably disposed in future, as
at present.’ - , ,

Then bowing and saying, ‘ Father I salute
you ¥’ he was leaving the room, but at th

. door he halted and turned back. . - -

“Gentlemen yoyr duty is to aceompany
me to the stair-case.’ .

The sons looked at each other, but obey-

taoftly yielded obedience, and followed by
ell his sens, Etienbe de, Labourdilliere
reached the foot of the stairs.

‘ Gentlemen I thank you,” said the father
as they had gained the castle sieps.

.The young men bowed their heads, as it
were, inspite of themselves, and each mut-

this singular meeting of the long-estranged
ralatives. ‘

CHAPTER 1V,

Etienne de Labourdilliere, afier this visit to
Valgenest, returned to the dwelling he inhab-
ited at Haut-Montel—under the designation,
Megjor Seignerolles, and resnmed the almost
solitary life he -had led there previousiy.
His mornings Wwere devoted to field-sports
and evenings to reading. His only domestic
was Catherine Chauvel, the mother of the
little shepherd boy who was instrumental in
leading Pierre Aubin into the snare, as
already described. :

both served in the Imperial Army, a kind of
acquaintance naturally sprang up between

“[them. Time and mutnal esteem converted

this into actual friendship. :

It was afier the disbanding of the army of
the Loire that the person known as Major
Seignerolles had come to reside at Hauat-
Montel, where he had been for about eight
years, when one day he said to the old
soldier—-° Futher Decadi I need your assis-
tance.’

these words and he looked puzzled,

¢ Well, will you not grant it?’ continued
Etienne. e ‘

‘You surely must be joking Mujor—
you who obtained my pension for me—you,
who “lent me two thousand franes to repair
my house and stock my litt'e farm, can want

game for'you, or execute some coinmission
at Senlis, in which case I am most completely
at your service”

*You are misiaken, ' Decadi.
‘obtain a place for mel™

you have but to'name it.” ‘
| “Wrong again; I want a permanent situa.
{tion.?

ing the magretic . influence of his eyes, they

«For yourself?’

tered=— Father I salute you! and thus ended: ‘

The Major and Decadi Rob;art, having

Greatly surprised was tne worthy feliow at

no aid from me, unless it be to shoot some '’

It is to

' A place is it? In what Diligence then,

g 5

T e e

- twenty-three.
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* It is uearly the same thing as for myself.
He for whom I wish to procure it, integests
me nearly as much. I need not say what tie

_binds me to him.’ : :

¢I do not ask you to do-so, Majér, but to
“whom am I to make application?’ "

¢ To Mademoiselle de Gazeran: She has
considerable ' influence "and power in her
Uncle’s house and I know that they are
dissatisfied with the present game-keeper.
"Chis is the appointment | shoulg like you to
procure for my profege’ :

¢ Pardicu!’ said the old grenadier, ¢you
would have better success yourself,if you
would only speak to the lady, for many times
have both Uncle and Niece said to e,
“Why does not Major Seignerolles come
like a neighbor and visit us ? In the country
it is well to see one anether, we shall be glad
to receive him.»’ ‘

‘T go no where—lesst of all to the - house
of a Gazeran,” replied Etienne in a gloomy
tone. ‘ '

‘ That setiles the matter. T will speak to
the young lady myself.’

After the silence of & moment, Pecadi
Robert hazarded the inquiry,
- “Who may the person in the neighbor-
hood be, for whom you want the situation ? *

¢ He is not of these parts.’

¢ Ah, I see what youare about. Some old
soldier, like you or I, for whom you kindly
wish to secure a gdod berth in his age!
Digblet! That will make it more difficult to
obfain the situation-~for youth is a recom-
mendation at -Grazeran.’ :

“'T'lien our claimant will suit, for he is but
He has returned from Spain :
and wounded too,’ said the Major replying to
a contemptuous shrug of Decadi’s shoulders,

.at’ the mention of a campaign, which was|

generally considered by the people as little
more than a military parade—tHough in
reatity it had its heroes and its victims,” -
“Is it possible he has then seen’service
and been in battle. Idid not know there bad
been any blood shed, but sincé ‘you say o, I
am convinced such has been the case.”
The result of this conversation wis that
Decadi was fortunate enough, (as. Ae “then
considered it,) to interést the Mademolselle.

Gazeran in the stranger for whom the desired the.generality of people, in any station,in the 7 ;
heinous light that serious christians eon " §

situation of game-keeper was promised, and

i carried by assanlt—he has only to present
himself.’ n

¢ Then, my friend, you may have the pleag-
ure of informing him that he is thus provided

for. ) .

‘' Why, where is'the young man?® -

“ At your own house !’ A

¢ How 'so, at my house 1’ R

“Yes, indeed, Decadi, he has been there for -
the last three hours.’ o

‘ Then' you sent him?" - - L

¢ Who——I? I never saw him. He know
me not, nor do I, as yet, wish .myself to:be
known by himy? o :

that.” ) ‘ Lo
‘ He knows,” interrupted the Major, ¢ that

ment, if possible, because, she said, Decads s
kis worthy Uncle. ' ST
The ex-grenadier looked at the Major in
enigmatical, and he inquired,—

‘Come now, Major, are you iiv earnest?
What is the ‘meaning of this?
to the young man in question ?’ ‘-

ciergerie of Pars?’

- ¢ Had ‘she not a 'daughter by that secoﬁd
union 1°. . .

‘Yes! - )

Euphrosine Auhbin?’ :

It was.” .

had she not?*.
‘Fmust again reply yes,
no one kpows, he must have been some

the old soldier. :
- Decadi Robert, however, was not one -of
on the nearest relatives who may, years ago,’

bear. Nor was it an age or ‘a country,
where and when, such things were viewed by

thus he announced his success, * ¢ The place|,
p

sistently regard such. improper occurrencés i’
. r . ceLnte

I

“He wmust, howevér, I suppose, know .

Decadi Robert, to whom his Mother has sent .
him, means to get him some good employ~ . |

surprise, as his words: were so completely . .38

Am I unele.

* Yes, without doubt, that you are.mﬁss,.r~ ]
assuredly. Was not your Mother -married, : 3
(the second time) to the keeper of the come : ]

¢ True, Sir”. : R

{9

“And the pame of that daughier fv‘t’zs‘.; -

“Well, she was thy sister, and had a soh,
' But the ’f'athér sU Y
Noble-—an _aristocrat I suppose’—mutteréd "  ;
those who carry their respect for famiiy""
honor to that pitch which heaps execrations *

have brought disgtace on the name they: I;
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Bo tlie veteran citizen of the wotld ¢ompos-
edly added,—

* T'ruly my sister did , unwisely, act as she

elt disposed, yet even so, I fancy if she and

I went to confession, it would not be to Aer

" lot the heaviest penance would fall. - She has
been a gond mother and is well ‘behaved and
respected . now—so if, my Nephew is a ﬁne,
honest fellow, I shall not be sorry to ‘see
him.’

“The Major pressed the speaker’s hand-
with a warmth so unusaal for him to exhibit,
that it gave rise 1o a.suspicion which Decadi
thus expressed.

¢ Pardien, Major—excuse the questmn—
but mayhap you are the young man’s fa-
ther V- |

““*You have, indeed, guessed a.rlght my
friend.’

-“ Pray tell e then why did you not marry
my sister Euphrosine 7"

¢ Becanse wny own wifes was alive.

“MThat alters the case, I perceive the im-
possibility.”

-All this was said in the tone of ordinary
cohversation, as if these two men were
spéaking about the weather, or what not, of
trifling idterest.

Arnd your son, is he acquamted with the
re]atlonshlp r mqmred Decadi Robert,

+No, until T should be free to marry Eu-
phrosine and legitimate him, she wishes all
his affection coneenirated on herseif’

-#I.see, women have their whims—but are
you expectmg to be frec soon?

~ Whei it shall please the Lord)
[ ¢ Really the tie. doeés nol seem to press
L heavily on you since no one here ever heard
I of Madame Scignerolles.! ‘
i < As to that, Dec_adl I assure you th'it if
| she were coming here  to-morrow would
depart hence to-day.’

“Well, then-—may she stay away, for we
shpultt lose a good neighbor. 1 will now go
home; and welcowie my nephew.’ ‘

"¢ Remember Decadi, itis & seeret to be
preserved within your own keeping.’

‘ Faithfully,’ was the reply.

Clius the two revolutionary soldiers parted

i the.one cordially to receive his ‘telative, the'
other, .to brood over the memory of his

} ardem, love for the tender, the beautifal’
Euphrosine, which still clung tenaciously to

- the fibres of his heart, . He recalled the

a pwsoner in the conciergerie, and she had
compassionated his lot until love had suc-
ceeded pity, and mutually they avowed eter-
nal eonstancy.

The legal wife of Etienne de Labourdil-
liere had become, more than ever, an object
of detestation to him sinee he first saw and
loved Euphrosine, whom (though'a jailor’s

and whom he possitively assured he would
yet do so, whenever, by the death of Marga-
ret Gazeran, he qhould be at liberty to make
a fresh legal contract,

It was not long before Euphrosine re-
pented of her having yielded to the sophistry
of an union unsaactioned by the chureh,
though unblushingly practised by so many of
high Sand low degree in those fearful and
godless times.

, After the release of Eiienne de Labour

dilliere; he . joined the army, and Euphrosine
withdrew hetself, to i scclusion that baffled
his exertions to discover, resolving to bring
up her son by the labor of her hands; but
she contrived to'send him a letter jn which
she stated,— :

“You shall Know the place of my retreat,

when you can announce to me thag nothmcr
hinders: your legitimating your son, Until
then, we must be strangérs to each other.—
Thus- only can I thope to regain peace,of
mind. ' Should T bé unable to maimain and-
educate the unfortunate innocent, you shall
be applied to, and may aid me, as'it will be

_|your duty.” But you need not fear for me—I.

can support myself.’

" Having now. narrated the occurrences of
by-gone years, necessary to explain passing
events, we return to the, morning on which
the Ma_lor requested Decadi Robert to en-

for the young mdn, which was in conse-

long-unseen, but never-forgotten, Euphrosin c, .
which ran thust— .

¢ For the first . time, Et!ennb de. Labmir-
dxl!lere, am 1 obhﬂed 10 have recourse 1o you. .
My sot, Piare Aubm wounded, atLogrono,
in Spam ‘has. relumed and -ig unp'rov:ded

interest or that of wmy brether, Decadi
Robert, some place in the country may be
procured, to suit him. I would rather Pierre

A feelings he had _expeuenced when he was

did pot know by what right you interfere in

daughter) he would gladly have married— .shall be as grateful as if I were not asking

‘gladly have passed my life with this beloved

T may wait on still,

deavor to obtain the sitwation of game-keeper )
the full perfection of her great "beanty, and
quence of a letter just received from the..

for. Tt would be very diffieult fo settle him- -
in Parls, gerhap’s either " through your own .

.
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his favor. It would be unpleasant to e,
aud also to him, for he believes that his father
ie dedd. T kuow that you and my brother are
acquainted, and you may tell him all, if you
think proper. It is to him [ shall . send my
son. I _want for nothing essential myself,
but am not rich encugh to support two; be-
sides, Pierre would notlive at his mother s
cost. Do then ,as you think right; and I

the fulfilment of a duty, but a favor. Y would

som ; but the time has not come when I could
meet you without pain. Will that time ever
come ? 1 have waited in expectation solong,
At all events, if weare
not destined to be united on earth, there is a
Heaven where, after our probamon here is
ended, we hay hope to meet without shome
or . nmproprlety where all is beatitude and
viriue.

When Decadi Robert returned home,
Pierre Aubin was there, as the Major had in-
formed him.;

The young man ‘had one of those open,
manly conntenances which inspire confidence
and affection at first sight. His- manners
and conversation were pleasing, and his air
even noble and commanding. In short, he
soon made such a favorable - lmpl‘PSthﬂ on
the old couple and their only living child, the
pretty Cecile, that in a very few wee!&s the
future marriage of the young people was.a
settled thing.

At the'time when Pierre Aubm was ap-
pointed to the office of protector of the game
in the forests belonging to th? ‘Gazeran:
family, at the recommendation o Regma de
Gazeran, that lady was in her twenty -seventh,
year, and here claims some nctice, as about
to appear a very lmportant personage.

Mademoiselle, then, was at this penod in

had' ‘been sought in marriage by, pumbers ;

“but her reémaining single during the life-time ..

of her uncle, was the sole condition. lmposed
as the price of her inheriting his -immense
wealth.

This restriction to cellbacy had, hlther q,“
caused no grief of heart to Regina, 'the abso-

lute power she possessed. over every one, on | H

her uncle’s domaidi, and the' unlimited, and)
uncoutrolied sway ‘which she exercised. was,
to her, of itself happinéss enough to com-

{had unintentionally excited.

sion regarding a matrimonial tie. But frof-
the day on which she first beheld the young
and_handsome Pierre Aubin, a ehange. came
over the hanghty dame!

- A sudden, violent passion took possessicn
of her heart; and she did not even seek to
expel or combat it after she had discovered
the nature of her interest it the new game-
keeper. All ‘she attempted: to do, was to
conceal her insensate fancy from the obser-
vation of her doting.uncleand the publie.
Months passed ere her preference was al-
lowed to be so visible, to thé object of ity
that he could attribute the flattering interest
she bestowed on him no longer to sxmple be-
nevolence.

Pierre, Anbin was, also, pre- occupred with
his own tender passion for the pretty and
amiable Cedile, which eaused him to be less
clear-sighted in remarkmg the lave which he
Nevertheless,
he could not always remain ignorant of the
impression he 'had. made on the high-bbm
heauty

of the misery his prophetic fears foresaw!
this love would draw down on his genﬂe
Cecile and himself. He tried to dishelieve
the. evidence of his senses. He gave no &ii-’
couragemeni to her advances, and would pot’
understand the language of ber - beautiful
eyes when they betrayed the intensity of her
admiration of him. - .

How well. guarded was hig heart by the

{oving countenance of his affianced Cecile:

Atlast came the moment that ‘was to try”
the power of prmmple and virtuous love "to "
resist the temptation of the syren’s de]inous
passion for hin. -
sibility of pretendmg to mi-understand that
the niece of ‘his lord and -master chose to”
ovérlook the, usually considered msuperab}e
difference of ‘birth and station.

Pierre Aubm could. not ‘return this !ove’
and, as an honorab!e an, he wished to put
an erid 10 her unavallmg hopes -Wwithout tigZ ™

. mlhatmg the Jady who ‘honored him withi'a
assion which, so.nany .ien :of wealth” :m&‘ b

distinction had been. ambitious. of exo{uti
oping th;tt a knpwledge-of His :abidirig’

tachment: to,
.wound at ﬁrstl would effectually curé Regitid;
Tre, one day, rephed to her insinuating com-

pensata for her acquiescence in the prohibi

image that reigned i it—that of -the modest |

The game-keeper trembled at the pmspect

“There was no longer a pos

S

i

o.:acily, if it inflicted - a- eniel"ﬂ':'
141

phments though his tones faltered as he ven- ]




- instantly perceived, that at once to kindle

avowal, that, in the secret recessee of his

! not, cannot love thee l—yet how shall T ever

{

i jectures, and that his vamity: had deceived
@8 him when he attributed her fainting” to his
B copfession of love for Cecile. = -

and .decorum, and, withdrawing from his re-
i spectful support, she. paid,~~ - " "

‘could but know how very dearly 1 love my

... At this announcement, Regina de Gazeran
fell o the ground, as' though she had been

No doubt it would:have been desirable " that
@ on such an’ occasion: of "iliness, Lionise wy-
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tured the expefiment, — If Mademoiselle |

cousin Cecile

shot! - L -
-Possibly, the seeming swoon that ensuéd,

might have been a snare for Pierre Aubin, a

last hope for Regina! She might have

the toreh of love in his pre-occupied hedrt,
was out of the question ; but that pity once
gxcited, Jove wight succeed. ‘

- Frightened, .beyond measure, the faithfal,
betrothed fover of Cecile bent over the noble
lady, and regretted having spoken out “so
bluntly ; and he eagerly tried to restore her
to consciousness. '

It is perfectly true, that Pierre ' was vehe-
meutly in love with his affianced one, and
prided- himself on remaining constant and
true to her ; nevertheléss, it was not in his
power o help feeling admiration, in gazing
at the beautifal woman before him.

Must we confess it?  Candor compels the

soul, Pierre’s vanity began, to be agreeably
flattered at the persuasion, that ke, the game-
keeper, had actually smitten the heart of the
beauteous, accomplished, and much-sought
heiress, to such a degree that she was dyim
of love for-him ! x

If this wege 2 weakness, at his age, it was
but natural. . ‘

¢ Oh, how magnificently beautiful she 18!
he involuntarily exclaimed alond, as, with
palpitating heart and feverish delight, he’
looked on her reviving color. - * No,1 wmust

be able to forget thee ? .
As these words were-pronounced, Regina
slowly opened her now langunishing eyes.

The surprise affected by the fady.on find-|

ing herself supported by Pierre Aubin, was
expressed so well, so naturally, that he began
to fancy he was somewhat astray in his con-

Regina had recovered her sense of dignity

<Pierre I thank you for ‘your attention.

owp maid, or Cecile your cousin, had been

could not be foreseen—and in future should
such a faintness come over me whilst in your
presence, I-have to request, beforehand, that
you do'at once hasten to the nearest habita-
tion and bring the first peasant girl you meet.
Any woman understands what to do, under
such circumstances, infinitely hetter than a
man-* - : '
“This was said in a tone that might well be
mistaken for the coldest indifference, and
she alsp continued in a similar vein, as ifthe
thought had just occurred to her mind.
““Y do not ask you to keep my sudden faint-
ing-fit, a secret. It is known that T am sub-
ject to this unpleasant occurrence, besides
were you to endeavor to preserve silence on
the subjéct, your manner might be embar-
rassed, and ecarry an appearance of .there
heing a secret between you .and j— whilst
betweer Pierre Aubin, the game-keeper, and
‘the lady of Gazeran Castle, there can be
no such thing.’ o o

Regina made this speech in the haughtiest
manner conceivable, and. in strange contrast
with her previous condescention, then with
a patronising, rather than. obliged manner,
once more expressing her thanks, she walked
homewards. :

At the last words and parting looks of the
lady, the whole brilliant fabrie, that had been
erected by vanity on the supposition of her

|love for him, fell to the ground, and Pierre

remained stupefied with amazement, he was
vexed at himself for having .ever supposed it
possible. ‘ :
Shouldering his gun, which he had propp-
ed against a iree, when he flew to raise the’
lady from the cold grass, he . exclaimed
mentally as he walked away in a disconsolate.
mood— "~ o C
" ¢1.was a presumptuous fool—an ass! She
cares not for me after all. Better though,
that it is so. ] :
self once more— How very beautiful- she
51’ , : o e
Although Mademoiselle had permitted him
to speak “of the meeting in the wood, and

mention it to’ any one,.. He would .even

‘talady have forgotten that in Regina’s pres- -
ench, dazzled by her attractipns hebad. fuice

‘beeti obliged to invoke thoughts of Cecile to..

'prevent his eyes imisleading his heart.

in the way to render assistance, however, it =

i unconsctous rival.

. supplant her, and yet be unwilling to relin-

§ qaish the hope of prevailing over. the con-
8 st 1 n !

Nevertheless he said to hime fj <7 of Plerre Aubin!

1 nmost self, and the exclamation which had

f icscaped from the man whom' she fondly

: A , R is ! sountled in h i y
what had passed there, Pierre Aubin did not  hopes of ultimate :ll;c{::tsss .and kepF alive her
would have felt the loss of favor, and been’
fi toxious for a renewal of her previously gra-
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More perhaps to obliterate such ideas than
gs the result of hig love to Cecile, on the
evening of that day. Pierre redoubled his
attentions to her. The innocent confiding
girl, rejoiced visibly at this more than usual
display of feeling, and her affection made bim
experience remorse for his fleeting admira.
tion of Regina, as though he had really been
faithless in heart. - ’

Not long did this cloud overcast the peace-
ful vision of the game-keeper’s love which
reverted wholly to his Cecile, the true mag-
net. \ '
As for Regina, she now avoided, as much
as heretofore she had sought, meeting Pierre,
and when accident brought him into her
presence, her dignified looks and distant
manner confirmed the impression, that he
must have been wistaken in the supposed
nature of her sentiments towards hifh.

The part which the lady was acting, how-
ever, was not sustained without considerable
effort. ‘Many times had she, when alone,
felt indignant to think that, with her beauty
and rank, her first look had not brought to
her feet, the man whom she, so elevated, had
deigned to honor, with a preference! Car-
ried away by a passion, which "the indiffer-
ence of Pierre heightened instead of extin.
guished, she was almost tempted to east
aside disguise and let her words express the
feelings of heart, saying, ¢ Oh, love me as I
love you I’ .

Sach an entreaty, as from the lips of her
high-born suitors, she had received with dis-
dain, but which she would have' hailed with
delight from the ' humble game-keeper.
However, for a time, she managed to tri-
umph over these wild impulses, but, in
secret, she shed tears of rage and shame as
she thonght of Cecile, her . innocent and

£ Oh, to think that ¥ should not be able to

Thus spoke the proud beauty to her

loved, * Oh, how magnificently beautiful she

Regina had flattered herself that Pierre

cious and’ attractive manner. But her co-
quettish hautewr had failed in s object, and:
she saw that she must change her plan of’
attack, make a compromise with her pride.
and dignity, and advance to méet the hear:
reluctant to respond to her own. In accord-
ance with this resolution she contrived to
get Cecile to the castle under the pretence

broidery.

her delightful visit in terms of rapture, and

. the flattering distinction  bestowed on her by
the Lady Gazeran, was hailed with pride and -

pleasure by the parents of Cecile.

concealed, by this sudden advance, and that

no desire.
but he feared to renew the risk. He had,
therefore, declined going to the castle to see
his betrothed safe home, as had been ar-
ranged by the condescending mistress of the
Lordly Halls, and well did he kuow how to

with 2 fainting fit when it was announced

Pierre Aubin) to escort his daughter back
from the eastle. . T

It was, indeed, a blow alike to the love
and the pride of the infatuated Regina, for
she did not deceive herself as to the motive
that kept Pierre away. It was not his duty,
as game-keeper, that could cause him ta
substitute Decadi -for himself on such occa-
sion.

to put in practise the acts by which she had -

and totally devoid of suspicion, was filled

which had been shown her, and she expa-

|tiated t0 her cousin Pierre on: the beaufy,
talents, and gracefulness of Regina Gaze- . -

ran. :
' In vain did the young man strive to turn:
the conversation.
greet lady that, (as Regina had calculated)”

‘and her praise and admiration were couched

i

in the language of youthful enthusiasm.

+
1

Ou her return the pretty rustic spoke of ©

Pierre Aubin, alone, was dissatisfied and
unrejoiced, he felt that some fresh snare was.

interpret, the eircumstance, that the charm-
ing lady, Regina, had suddenly been taken -

that Decadi Robert had come (instead of

What could it be but to avoid meet- .
ing her? ‘Thus was. she foiled, and unable - ..

fully intended to set herself off to advantage - - -‘
by contrast with Cecile, who, guileless and -

-with gratitude for the kindness and. sttention . g

she could: speak to her lover of nothing else,.

of wishing her to execute some delicate em- -

it boded another struggle for which he had ~ -
He had come off victorious once, -

_ Cecile. was so touched . :-
with the kindness lavished on her by the :

V
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Never had the lady appeared more bril-1 ¢ From my mother » * repeated the
tiantly beautiful, or so sedulous to Please the |man belioving that he ha
old -gentleman whom she was going to ac-
company to a foreign-land, with tender care
to scoth and cherish his old age and infirnity. [ sometimes 1’
But the fair and seemingly good and kind| * : YVes Major,
Regina left behind her, to be forwatded to
Cecile, the following letter which, however,
was intercepted by Pietre, T

¢ Cecile you are thinking of being married
—beware ! I fear for yoor happiness,
Inguire of. Pietre, the canse of my distrust,
and if he should refuse to make 1he reafon
known to you, await y return,  Be advised
and at ail events moadt my return, ere your
fate be sealed. " As a friend I bid you take
aeed! Regina’ o B

The foregoing recital of events brings us|
up to the period when old Emeric de Labour..
dilliere—so moved with . indignation- at *his |
his castle being’ insolently invaded by the

myrmidons of [aw and justice—cast 2’ des-

pairing look on the poriraits of hig ancestors,
and guve up the ghost. S

REGINA.

young~
: d not heard aright. .
~*Yes, I'enquire if yon. have heard from -
her lately? Does she not write to you '

ié,ir coldness of respeet; but the steady con

0;19‘5: during the dangerous commends centration of the sun's rays will dissolve the

s iend, Pierre Aubin man-| ¢ n of the su dissolve the
b ﬂf_' l‘ler ne“lfl'f: féir, cousin completely, stubborn chillness of tdhe f;’glizr; mass, . Doz
aged to silence. hi . cousin "cc pite, therefore,, of .goo r(;) es and virtuous.
; _— o )
b.y‘sIaymg r:)slzzrt’ne Cecile, that ‘1 love you|intention, &ack@cip:gfriva g s(\) VR Al
ads the m i i isi ther,—the_ re » On
- ] e about your visit | another,—the |
less the more you discours t your anther,—the reoe: T e
o gazflerﬂél{d not inquire of her lover how Wheg Secalzgo ;I;r yt aemm,ﬁous fing day,
-Cecile _ _ . Age-Tigius R ‘
- o o daconting 16 ey mtaome i eted that the one
e ved er-soindly, i ing to|two persons, she little suspe :
. -kindly, was - displeasing to| two persons, oted that the one
;’:}cew%‘\lxt hl?)rvificg)' :c:nwa{-’m]y, so tenderly, she | was suﬁ'egt;%a:ht; epi?lig:r (1)md ame aud re-
ould 5o " avol jon of the|morse, mn ) er by
o scrt.apnlgus‘iGy 3::;;1 mention, of stain to her tarmshed‘éeonst;]m:ci:lme Piorre
name Rc-g::{m c‘rear:m-ke;l that the noble For six monéhi, :22:6 lgeeﬁlm,kégma
h’ h?qih:ecear:;tle waited ‘but an opportunity | Aubin contr;;’le J&'g oid mecting Regina
dal{“ep the erilous attack, on the game-|alone, and i et ([j e e e
keepor, | ‘hi lfshe discovered (with woman’s| for the mnocg“h ntrast of her"i)urity and -
e rant he feared to emcoun- | if possible, by the contras et pur
keen. peroeption) that he - virtue, which he would »ielg? € £} . frce 10
: ; i e da :
“ i did- not elapsé ere an event| At last he fp};nfcn};:lr?s?‘l,h (;Jttlhus ;3:1 e ta
M&ch] mg?oﬁ was favorable to the wishes | face with his evil genius,
oscurred which ws . o wi . :
f the enchanting temptress. .
° Philil;érte Roberi, the mother of Cecile,|.

every month,” e

‘ Well then you can easily answer me,"

My reply is, that you are very kind to

interest yourself - about us, and that, God be . |

praised;, my mother is quite well,? -

- A shade of uneasiness passed over . the

features of Etienne de Labourdiiliere during

this speech but It instantly disappeared,

whilst he muttered : . ) .
 What can the gentleman mean by asking. -

after the health of my mather 1 L

After a pause the Major added : - ‘

‘1 desire to have some conversation with

you, Pierre.,, oot

¢ At your service, sir,’ eagerly replied he, .,

placing the but of his Aowling-piece on the .

ground, and leaning on the muzzlé, in the

attitude of an attentive listener. -

e rerre, i free. M
i ome free. My
*Plerre, I can, I will become

‘was .aitacked with a grievoushsicklr_lf?ss, ::;
| ) t her life w
fact, of such a nature, tha e
daes;;aired of.- This served as a pretext.of
which. Regina eagerly availed herself, 'IIO
make a show of interest in the peasant girl,
by daily visiting the sick mother, andrthus
sl{ev. gecured a daily meeting with Pierre
bin; . = P
AuDeath speedily seized his destined prey.
With kindest protestations, and every ap-
pearance of sincece affection towards Cecile,

Mademoiselle de Gazeran insisted on Terov-

ing her from the house of mourning fo tl:le_-
eastle, whither she- and lier father, Decahl
Roher’ts, took up quarters for about a montb.

mgnance which Pierre felt at the

1de;£l.ff wz?;itiig- the abode of the Syrg?,_gyas
overcome by consideration of the a 'xf:t:_l%r;
of his beloved Cecile, who' could bes A
consoled by the sympathy and kmd_neis oe_
his sincere regard and affection, Thx;‘s,‘ 0}‘;6
and’ duty combined to lead him wRe;re‘na‘
was obliged to meet the redoubtable leg}: .
Between the mistress of the lorgl y hall
and her dependant, the game-keesera a
strange species of - contest” ensued during

this period.

ly enamored of the handsome young | th 1lp b
I;?ep;zdﬁ?:nmp]etciy infatunted, Regina ‘.Vand Cecile Rober
m;\rt; the strongest and most visible _gvudenc; ‘

tg)f the state of her feelings.” The warm!

ord o ] ake’

i Lord of Gazeran, is about to ma e
l::n?t])?;r;}:aey' to Italy for, the benefit. of his
h'eailth and he proposes to tuke me with hunI.
His f(;i"tune'shoqld devolve upon ;ne,—-—but.
‘am willing to renounce it?to brt:‘ilkt me %);;:

ise of celibacy. You know tha
molls.le I will no longer admit the control of
gnyl person (save ‘y,ou) over my action. .

i1t marry me? ' )
W;{liz%:?;arded'jthe determined and 1mpas}
sioned beanty with 2 mournful look o
. ¢ ’ 7
aSt?ir}T?i}l‘l’m?;u mary me? she repeated, ad-
d"‘lg{-\;ill brave public opinion and reproaich.
T will sacrifise every thiug for the man bso
warmly love—but if my position should be-
come tco irksome we will depart he:jme.
You are sifent ! Well, I gn[:zi yoﬁ'tﬁo.hsﬁ
' ider what I have said. Miad |
-:gc{:;?: your answer before the ex!nratlon of
z 3 . 3 .
thﬂ‘tY“(;Il!.le‘shall have it to-morrow,’ replied
PI%L‘Z next day was Sunday, and the curate

ed frfom
+ custom of the country) annouvne | fror
3112 ;ulriit—fthe beirothsl of Pierre Aubin

This was the answer of Pierre to Regina,

of her ‘manner was habitually met with the

Gazeran and his niece set out for Naples.

of the parish of Brasseuse, (according to .

" ed individual,
On the following Monday Monseigneur de

14 has
devolved

brothers.

known to the readar.

Often had father and son séen each other,

and the heart of the old soldier had warmed

also appeared that the inheritance
lefi by the Marquis, thus deceased, of right

upon a more direct heir befors
coming mto the possession of the Jeve

Likewise it wil be remeimbered
that his heir was tiving under the assumed
name of Major Seignerolles, whose relation.
ship to the gawme-keeper has been made]-

you have been home and hud your supper.’ -
Suddenly seizing the young man’s hand
and pressing it warmly, the laconic speaker
took leave, saying,— -
¢ Adieu, for the
to-night '—and away he staried, with statel
step, in the direction of Haut-Montel, .

love, the time passed unheeded, and Pierre
was totally oblivious of his appointment, till;
interrupted by old Decadi Robert, whose voice .

towards the handsome noble-locking youth of ‘

whom he had such good accounts - from
Decadi Robert the proposed father-in-law.
But the silent and solitary dweller of ‘Haut-
Montel was averse, 1o give way to the pater-
nal feelings which urged him to grasp the
game-kecper's hand and press a son .to his
bosom, as this would involve a disclosnre of
the secret of BEuphrosine Aubin—so they
passed each other with but the’ ordinary
greeting of sirangers® o

At length, afier a severe interng] eouflict,
and moved by certain painful considerations,
the Major determined to meet the youth, as
he was retursing home from the woods, and
to the utter surprise of ‘Pierre he was’ thug
addressed by the hitherto distant and reserv.

*Good- evening, my friend  Pierre, Have

saluted hig ears, saying,— L

¢ Enough talk between ye; I have some-
thing to say to you, Pierre.’ 4 -
‘ So.has Cecile, my good uncle.’

the fashion of silencing the o¥d tha the young
may talk.  You two. will have time enough-
for your nonsense when you are in your homes
In the nieantime, when £ spenk, all else. mnst

bé hushed—thap’s the rule here,’

It would have been a vain thing to intep.

fere with the worthy old soldier's ideas of
discipline. Cecile saw that her father wasin
earnest, and, taking up the embroidery - on.
which she was engaged, she retired to her
own cliamber, without manifesting any sign

of ill-humor, .

" *There, that ig well,

you had any late news from your mother?’ *

the meaning of my words.  She perceives .
that I' wish to speak to you alone, in private,

‘ Not here, Pierre, but at my house.' after -
¥y »

“ Yott must learn that I do not approve of

Cecile understands,

+

present—we meet again-. . *® i
y .
In delicious conference with his accepted.. ’ ]
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“In private? replied Pierre, much as-
tohished, “How the deuce can we have any
secrefs 7 L )

“In the first place, I would inguire, why
you are amusing yourself here?

“«Why? Becanse, naturally, Iam inclined
to avail mysell of every opportunity to court
my cousin, who is engaged io be my lawful
wife, with your own consent. Surfs]y, there
is no'harm in this ? o .

¢ Certainly not; but there is a time. for .alll
things; and this was not the most pressing
business.” . ‘ , ,
s How so? What then, uncle !
¢ Did you not meet any one as you were re-
turing home, this evening ¥’ .
* Oh, yes, indeed ! it wasa singular oc-
curtencé!’ replied Pierre, suddenly remem-
bering his interview with_the Major. ,
~ + Did you not make an engagement ?
¢Truly, I did. 1 promised to go to Haut-
Montel to-night.’ :
¢ And this is the way you keep your word,
oung man?’ . -
d *How could you be aware of this ’?'
¢ Never mind, 1 know that you ought, be-

“foré this tlme, to have been off; and to make ||
suré that you do go, I intend to see you to
your appointed destination. Eyes right I—

Quick step! Forward—mareh I’ :
'The game-keeper. was received by the
Major, in persen, at the door of his habn;aj
tion with the remark, in a rgprt_)achful tone :
* You might have come a littlé sooner; bpt

it is no matter.’ )
it lMultering an excuse, Pierre, for the .ﬁ"ft
time, crossed the threshold of his father’s
house, and he was shown Into a room, which
- was not only furnished with great taste, but
had-“an air of comfort and also style, no
usudlly to be found in such a'rustic mansion
as the exterior of the building indicated.
There were specimens of rare arms ar.u:l
armory, choice paintings, and splendidly-il-
lumined books, with various costly objects
ury, - -

of g:: ’i)'ng corner, Pierre remark;d a %ﬁrqaxt
“youti ¢ountry-girl, attired in the cos-
ggr:éygf the “tire~ ogf the revolution, = This
figure struck him particularly; but the faint
lightdid ot permit him clearly to distinguish
the features Wwhich he fancied were familiay
to himn, atid the vague ‘impression “of fecog:

in order to atone to his guest for the brugg_ue :
recei)tjon,;resumed the amiable and familiar
tone in which he had once before on that
day addressed him ; but there was something
more solemn in his voice and mapner than
when he Lad met the young man, . to whom
he now said,— - ‘

*I did fear, my young friend, that you
were not going to come, which would have
caused me much regret, and you would have

atly wronged yourself’

b U;im‘ _m)% wu{'d, Major, I will frankly
confess, that I had almost failed to keep my
engagément; ‘but if you hrave ever been in
love, you will admit that it is excusable at

-{my_age to have a treacherous memory when

in company with the girl whom one adores.’
. «Jt was because I suspected something of

quest Decadi to remind you of your engage-
reent in case of forgetfulness.’ o

¢ This, truly, did he; and so pertinacious-
ly that, if you were really particularly de-
sirous of seeing e this very night, you may
thank him for it.” . o

¢ Yes, this very night, for to-morrow would
be too late. . .

° Pierre, fromr this, expected that Major
Seignerolles, who was thus anxious fox: an
interview, would instantly unfold his matives.
He .placed himself in the attitude of one
ready to listen attentively to some confidential
disclosure ; but he was, for the time, deceived
in his expectations,

" Ihril:tea(il) of being made acquainted with the
secrets which the Major evidently had to re-
veal, Pierro Aubin was called upon to give
‘minute details of his childhood, his educa-
tion, and his military career. He underwent
a thorough examination of his past life.

" While the game-keeper replied with his
natpral frankness and habitual *truth, to the
manifold questions of the Major, the latter,
though appearing to be listening to him with
'Ehe‘deepgst interest, was nevertheles_s very
attentive to catch any sound that might be

voice, but by a significant gesture of his
hand ; and then, as if that which was heard
in the distance did not correspand o his ex-

r

the narration by onie of those expressions

nition passed away.

Etienne de Labourdilliere, without doubt, | ceed in the discourse : such as—

-

this kind, that I took the precaution to re- -

- of the country, since you see fit to preserve

- maey, concluding in these ominous words,—

“ render you unhappy. It seems to be; in this

~ othérk, as eertain animdls, birds, beasts, and

heard from without doors, and sopetimes,
‘eveh, interrupted the narrator, not with his

pectations, he ye-united the broken thread of .

usually employed to_enconrage one:to pro-
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- ¢You were observing;' or, ‘ And then,’
ete.” o ’

The life of Pierre’ Aubin was completely
developed up to the time -when he' was in-
stalled in the office of game-keeper. Arrived

structed so as te afford, to the ‘unseen- ooeik
pant of it, a view of the -apartinert he Wal
just quitted, 'and said to him,—- =

* Remain here. *You will, without offencs -
to my visitors; learn what I desire 'you 6

at this point of his own history, which it|know, and I shall be spared-a répetition of
RN LU

passed his comprehension to find so intarest-
ing to the Major, he continued,— N
__*X now have nothing more to relate to you.
My career since I have beeri here has been
but common-place and un-eventfal. I domy
duty conscientiously, and love my fair eousin
passionately. * One day resembles- another;
and my time passes very happily.. To-day is
always so agreeable, that I can never desire
tosmorrow to be more so.’ ‘

Here Major Seignerolles looked him full in
the face, and replied,— . R ,

‘1 have reasonto believe that'you may
have hidden the most important evonts of
your life, previous to your arrival in this part

silence about such things as have transpired
in this place? - ' ‘
. “To what things do you allide, Major ¥
‘T'o what, indeed, but your intrigues With
Regind de Gazeran ¥ S . ‘
Biashfulness was a stranger to the soldier-
game-keeper, and fear unknown to him; yet,
at mention of that name, he blushed, - and
looked ‘abashed ad well as amazed. His gs-]
tonishment was at its height whenthe Major,
contrary to. his usual taciturnity, ran-over,
with exactitude,*the principal détails of
Pierre’smeetings and acquaintancé with that
lady—showing the most extraordindry kiiow-
ledge of the existing terms and former inti-
‘One Gazeran .caused the misety of yoar
father. ~Anotlier of that nsme is destined to

world; that certain races are decreed to ruin

fishes prey upon,and destroy their like '—
Yon, alas! know not the fatality. You were
not scquainted with certain circumstanees,
and could not foresee the lamentable result.’
» This was, indeed, a’day of surprise and
mystery to Pierre Aubin; but. ro time ‘ was
afforded for conjecture or explanation, as'the
Major abrupily exclaimed,— '
‘ Here they come, at last?” o
. Hz‘wi‘ﬁ-% looked out of thewindow, tdmake.

surd'Gf thé fact; the host hurricd his bewil:]

the.information.’ ‘ L
Then disposing of the light so as to illus
minate (partialiy} the rest of the apartment;
whilst the”receptacle of a hidden eye and
ear-withess was thrown -into -the shade, the
Major hastened to receive the new-comers.
Five gentlemen, enveloped in large ridiag -
cloaks, and wearing huge slouch-hats, en-
tered; but through their disguise, Pierre dis:
covered them to be scions of the proud ahd
lofty rice of Labourdilliere, even before they
removed the covering from their heads ig
make'a formal salutation. . o
The: five brothers, ‘grandsons of Bmetic
de Labourdiltiere, bging allied to the Gazersn
family by the marriage of their father to
Marguerite, caused their frequent visity td

| the castle, whereby they wére well known to.

the game-keeper,

The unfortunate connection, however,
was not the sole cause of the intercourse be-
tween the families: for, four out of the five
brothers -had openly declared” themselves
suitors'for the hand of Regina Gazeran ; anid
they had bound themselyes, by 'a - soleni
compact, between each other, to abidé willing-
ly, and without envy, jealousy, or - hatred, lg
the decision of the lddy-in her choice 6
either of them, whichsoever it might be,

The fifth of the sons of Etienne (the Majot}
had not promised anything in - the matter,—
He had not entered the lists with his brothers,
having too just an opinion of himself ‘to” er-
tertain the hope that sucha competifion gould
be successful; andy yet, by him, would the
conquest of Regina have been most highly
prized, &s it was inwardly most intensely
coveted. E O
However attractive might be the chafmy
of -the niece of the old Lord -of Gazeraii ¥
the four handspme and -weli-formed" jbui}g
men; they did not-lock upon the martiage in
any other light than a mere/matiér of * cobireg,,
the connection being advintageous, and theré

Hore désirable 1o the fam_ily;'thoil;gh VBFY i

[matérial as to which of the.iudivxdﬂalsil shédlﬂ

be the medivmi (o effdct it. '

derdd'gtiest into a - gloses, which' way' cone

" Notiso with Atoine, ‘the ‘dwarf; whé) not.
withstanding, was the: fam‘l‘ite‘ofithé@fa&
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father. .He, on the contrary, was. ‘consulped
xith the violence of his-secret fove for Regina;
%ﬁhnwmlst hiz brothers, regardless of him,
.entered into the compact to secure the .prize;
he cherished the wish he dared net. hope to
see. realized,.and, egperienced the. miserable
feeling arising from consciousness of per-
sonal deformity, and consequent . inferiority,
which . in his breast engendered self-hatred
ang rancorous envy and malice towards all
those who. were open to love, with hopes of
success ; and he swore vengeance, sure and
secret, on any, favored rival, ‘ 3
" “ For. months, had the coquettish Regina,
who delighted 1n the homage. of all mep, en-
couraged, by turns, each of the four brothers,

. without giving any decided preference to}.

either, - x : T

" During this period.of uncertainty, Antoine
suffred the pangs of jealousy from: her eca-
pricious indecigion. Unsuspected. and un-
pitied, he endured the bitter feelings of hatred,
mortification, and envy. He could not*brook
the idea of a favored one;. he shuddered at
the thonght; yet, at the expiration of months

of .vacillation, when ajl the brothers seemed|

likely to be rejected, by the lady of his secret |
l,é{féf Antoine Jwas digsgtisﬁed. ~The slightto
them. he resolved to treasure up, to be re-
venged. upon whoever - should happen -to be
preferred to them,. -
.- The compact anfl the courtship here spoken
of, it will be understond, had taken place be-
foré the visit, to HautsMontel, of the brothers,
whom, we had just ushered into the presence
of their unwillingly-acknowledged father;
_‘The.haughty and rebellious young men
had come at ifle summons of the Major, but
were ignorant of his motive in sending for
them. . They dared not refuse. to attend, yet
< 'was their salutation: disre ectful and scorn-
ful ; and their manner plainly showed a . pre-
determination to make no concessions to their
rejected parent. .
o ,?G,reat lx)vas the astopishment of Pierre, the

leaving to. his sons their political opinions un-
questioned and unfettered. . T'o doall this he
promised, in return for their simply graunting
him the satisfaction of passing the residue of
life in the society of his sons. “Also, to let
the past be obliterated from rt}cqllect_lon, and
the future be spent in such amicable terms
as became their relationship,

, With gloomy brows, and stern, unmoved
countenances, had the four young men lis-
tened to the advances so nobly made to them,
The dwarf, however, had manifested a dis-
réspectful irritation, which was checked
several times by. his elder brother. He.now
insolently and ironically put the query that
the athers hesitated to speak,— )

¢+ Are these your only demands for. resign-
ing your rights? Is this, then, all you have
to say.tous? . S
. “Noj;.it is not all’ was the quiet reply..
_*Ahi Ah? ‘exclaimed the sons, simulta-
neously, each hoping that some inadmissible

to themselves for the refusal on which they
were determined. | . .
* Out of the fortune:1 propose giving up to
you',"continued the kind old man, *I wish
you to set apart any. sum you may see fit, as
an allowance, in token of your f‘avor.ant_j -as
an evidence of good will towards the indi-
vidual. for 'whom I would bespeak it. No
matter héw small the amount you may de-
vote to, this purposé, ; that - is of little impoz-
tance in my sight: it is the principle on
which you act. My ea;nest'desu:e, is'to se-
cure for him your regard, your friendship.”.
£ Who is the person in question 1™ inquired
William. . r S
¢ Your: brother ! . L

"« How 807 Who? What brother? birst
from them, in acceits of agomishment,,
. 4Tf he of whom I speak has not horne my
_ngrhe since the death of 'your mother; it was,

. {my children, .out .of consideration to you;

but if . have thos deprived him -of the "title

hidden witness, on hearing theMa%o; address|of son, 8o rouch the more am I bound to se-

these, young noblemen _as their

ather, and | cure him an honorable position ; and, what is

g nobierm : ; dearest to, my heart, your
‘offer to.relinquish his clujms to the, property {still better, and "1 axent i
ﬂgﬁiapdld &\.ﬂi‘qdis {deceased)in theix: favor ; | ynited friendship. Truly, I assure you, he is

r ©to.allow them to enter into possession of. the

Labourdilliere inheritance, as. thovgh he, the

worthy of it . . . . ...
Again Antoine : was. spokesman,  rudely

speaker, had i reality passed away from: ex- | saying,—

. Istence, as was generally supposed... i’

» *Does the ,Ma_‘ior;'l:)ellievﬂ that friendship or

. Ftierine.de Laboyrdilliere also. éxpressed {affection is to be commanded?, and. will he

his willingness to retain his present jncogaita,
EA O bl
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proposition would give a color of justification .

inform us who ig the individual whom he

il

~keeper’s memory, that the portrait he had

© that you will gratily me by recognizing this

¢
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would force on aur fraternal dove P
“You all know him, gentlemen, Hig Rame

s — Pierre  Anbin, the gamekeeper of |

Brasseuse I’ ’ o ]

Aery of joy, uncontrollable, escaped from
the Tips of the unseen- listener. It reached
the ‘ears of Etienne de Labourdilliere, his,
hitherto unknown, father; and the commo-
tion which the announcement of that mame
had caused amongst the aristocrat brothers
alone prevented their noticing the sound of
wonder and delight, . o

CHAPTER V
A rew moments passed in a tumult of emo-
tions, within the breasts of these actors in an
unusual scene.  Their feelings were agitated
with base and vanatural - passions, ' but they

The oldest of the sons shrugged his shoul:
ders contemptuously, and said,— TS
¢ You forget, sir, that Valganest can only
be the residence of its legitimate lords, 1%
would be in the -highest degree unseemly
there to introduce the éllegitimate o
‘ Unless amongst the menials he took his
place,’ added the insolent Antoine. -
- Fortunately these insulting words did" not
reach the parent’s ear; and the Major mildly
continued,—. T
‘ But { do not require a public recognition |
of Pierre Aubin as your brother. -Fear ot
that I should give him a right to'my namg
if you desire 1t withheld from him. The
young man is so noble-minded that [ can en-
gage for him that if' yoa accept him secretly,
in token of our reconcilintion, he will Teveal

strove to regain cutward composure, o to no one the secret of his birth.

Tlie invisible ocoupant of the closet, be-
wildered, stood with one hand pressed on his
throbbing temples 1o still the wild beating of
his bratp, and stifling the loud throbs of his
affectionate heart, he mentally inquired, as if
doubting his senses,— , - ‘

“ Can it be possible that I, Pierre Auwbin,
am indeed Ais son, and those hard-hearted
gentlemen are my brothers ¥ ’
. The idez now flashed apross the game-

jost scen must be that of his mother, Euphro-
sine, in her early days; but hark! his father

speaks,
Breathless the young man listens, and
peers into the outer room. .
Calmly Etienne de Labourdilliere thus re~
sumed,— .
¢ Gentlemen : Notwithstanding your first
expression of disdain “and aversion, [ wili
hope I have not asked too much of grou, and

young man—nst as an equal, that would he
too much to expect—I only wish you to re-
member that I am Ais father as well as yours,
and therefore that you will receive him weli
when he gomes to Valgadest to seé meo.? -

A short pause ensued, and the Major con-
tinued,—, . C .

* You are silent, my children ; perkaps you

‘But does he already know this secret?”
inquired Antoiane, e .
* He does know it now,’ replied the Major,
casting a significant glanee, furtively, towards
the closet, ' -
Silence reigned in the apartment for a few
minntes, during which the aristoeratic
brothers consulted each others’ countenances,
William having gleaned the opinion . of
each, without the. mediyn of speech, . ad-
vanced towards the old man, their sire; and
with a respectful mannér and resolute voice

addressed him, . - .
. *8ir: the oath we took on the occasion of
your visit to our late grand-father,. and the
respect due to his memory, make it our duty
to declare that we cannot accept af¥ part’of
your proposal.’ - . . e
The Major turned pale, and bit his lips, |
James, the twin-brother of William, then °
spoke,— | T
* You have offered pardon and oblivign,—
We need no pardon ; nor do our ‘acts cour
oblivion. We.have no cause to blush or. seek
forgiveness: for we never deserted our hol
cause to join in foul rebellion,? oD
The agonized father clenched his fist spas- - |
modically ; and the third brother continued: -
, * Forgivenéss is not for us, ‘Our deeds were - ]

right- and glorious; and.if whilst ﬁg’l‘:{ing

do not fully comprehend my. proposal: Yours Aagainst you.and your traitorous party-victory

18 to be, by my proffered. gift, the whole Hor-

sided with the good® cause, you cen: expect

tune of . your grandfather.. In return; I only nothing but the fespect due to a conquered

-demand the satisfaction of being surrounded enemy.’ ‘

by all ‘my children.— AN my children ! re-

. ;pf‘.ated",h‘e,'imphaticglly. ~ - . o «ito |that brave old soldier,

. The'heart of Etienne de Lﬁbour&fijigrgf
rose indignantly, and

.
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tédrd of wounded' affection dimmed his eyes,
upheeding. which, the fourth one cruelly
‘pdded,— ,
* «No-it cannot be! Pardon! Oblivion!
. All'of ys to live together! These things are
impossible. If you offered us a mine of gold,
or the wealth of the world, the answer would
still be: No!/—never! You cannot buy us!
We do not desert our colors! To agcept
such a bargain, wonld be meanness; and we
are not mean.’ "o '
~ In'spite of ‘the efforts’ of Etienne de La-
boardilliere to. restrain himself in’presence-of
his insulting sons, he mechanically raised his
hond in a threatening manner, a3 the .young
inan finishied this aggravatinig speech.
* “The brothers instantly assumed a bostile
aftitnde, and, with united voides, exclaimed :
¢ Beware, sir | We will repél violence/
‘At the firgt movement of his aristocratic
| brethren, Pierro was about-to rush from his
concealment to the rescue ; but at that lnstant
thie Major spoke : - .
¢ Young men, it is not your pymbers which
dould induce me to calm my outraged feel-
ings at such a trying momelit as this, and to
exterid indulgence towards you. It is the
feelings belonging to the title of father. Am
I'not, indeed; your father, since I eau forgive
your offences? . ‘
‘To which feeling_appeal, Antoine bratally
remarked :- N ' .
“ You will be none the less a stranger. As
_ much so in faet as the plebian whose exist-
ence you have hitherto been ashamed to ac-
knowledge, ind yet now seek to force us to
recognize.’ " . :
The Major, though deeply wounded and
sorely gtieved, did'not reply to this addition-
al insult. What was one more pang to his
licerated heart—one fresh outrage to be for;
" given? ' '

" 'The five brothers, with formal bows and

Piérre Aubin had left his hiding place, ana
when ‘Etlennerraised his eyes, they rested o *~
the affcctionate countenande of the 'game-
keeper, who was standing, in respectful . si-
lence, beside the grief stricken, outraged, and
forsaken man. .
Stretching our- his kand io” Pierre, the
Major kindly smid.. e

“My son, I see in you one who ik to con-
sole me for the sorrow which the. others have
caused me,’ . : :

Pierre clasped it energetically, pressed it to
his fips, and exclaiming, ¢ Father! fatherP
sank on his knees before him.

The - Major raised the son of his loved
Fuphrosine, and bidding him sit beside him
—ag soon as they had regained composure to
speak—thus addressed him :

b ¢Had T foreseen this result, I should not

have made you a witness of this scene. I
expected some remonstrances, but I calculat-
ed on ultimate success, I had, it seems, too
good an opinion of the pupils of mny wife and
the Marquis, my father,’

+X hope that you will not seek another in-
It is so distressing.’

terviéw, my dear sir.
¢ 1 will not promise that.” .
“ ¢ At least, I beseech you not again to so-
licit them for friendship towards me. Aml
not well enough provided in possessing
yours . . ’
¢ Yes, Pierre, you deserve alone to possess
all my love; but shalll avow it? In spite of
myself 1 feel affection for those who ungrate-
fally spurn me from their hearts. Alas! we
do.not with impunity descend from a noble
race, or cherish the pride of birth, without '
cost. Regard for the name one bears, will
foree one to overlook and forgive the injuries
of thos&whom we would not have disgraced.’

this leaning towards those of our own blood,’
replied Pierre. Do I not see in it a goaranty

. mock reverence, now quitted thé presence of | that you will be a kind father to me ?

the Major, and departed for Haut-Montel:
" The afilicted parent, no longer-obliged to

restrain his feelings, sank on a chair, covered

tis fice with-his hands, and murmured, in the
“acoeits of bitter and tonching reproach,—

«No doubt, replied tlie Major, pressing
his hand. : ‘ : ‘

*No doubt, but listen to me, 'These five
young- men, who have just ‘quitted my pre-
sence, have grievously offended me—as you

¢ Ah! Marguetite de Gazeran! and you |yourself wilnessed.’ -

my father ! I'pity you' R terrible reckoning

¢ Yes, indeed, and it needed the promise

’must one day be required of you, for inspir- 1 had inade not to. appear unbidden, to

ing my sons with such sentiments towards

eriable. me to resist -y inclination to come

v:mﬂ 1 -

* ' Ag soon - as’ his brothers had gone’i'ortil,i

to your aidy’ T
iBecanse you did not -interfere I thank

- under any provocation, that they are your

* are truly the son of my heart,’

"me. "

« Tt is mot for me, sir, to reproach you for -
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you most heartily, my eon. I appreciate
vour forbearance, "You sawhow I restrained
my just indignation.” I am glad that you

also were able to master yourself. I did not|

clioose to furce mygelf on them and compel
them to accept me. Who knows. but reflec-

tion may be a better counsellor’ than im-
pulse. But, whatever conies of it, I exact
1evertheless, owe me no-

from you {(who,
thing) that you—'

*Oh, sir/. interrupted Pierre, ¢pardon’
mec,—1 owe you full obedience since you
have called me sonV’ o
_ ‘L exact, then,’ said Etienne, with a smile
of satisfuction, ¢ that you will never forget—

brothers. This they wili not understand—
but should they even be steeped in crime—|
do thou not deny them a place ig thy heart,
though they may deny you before men.
Pardon thém as.you ought to' do. Love

them If you can,—and in case of peril be|

ready to defend your fither's soms, It is
this.way, above all, that I shall see that you

‘ Father,” said Pierre, ‘o ciréutﬁsiahces
shall ever cause me to attack thein, and ever
shall I be ready to defend them. This I
promise faithfully to- him who loved my
mother” T

* Oh, my son, thou art the only one who
has cause to complain’ ot ‘me, and’ yet thou
art the only one who ‘will consent to love

.. With all my heart, father,’ said Pierre
for you would I shed my blood freely. For

haye set e at liberty as'regaids thow> "
' ef is it? plainly ihauiréd the ' g
looks of Pierre. &Y fquired the ‘cager

answered the Major, to the'mute apneal’
- “ My mother? J G:h, gay 'ol,?‘!]:;e ﬂppea!l: Ca

* Of course you know where she is living ¥
said the father with bitter erphasis, fog it

he was ignorant of hér place of ‘residence.
¢ Certainly, T know that very well,” rpglicil
the‘]y)oung man, ° R
‘Do yoy then go to her, from me, and -
tell her I will, at fasgt, do her justice. i ‘tlvl:g .
give her my name, and then'| shall have &
right to- acknowledge you publicly as my
legal son. Bring her without delay.! =
‘Isit possible? My mother} oli, my dear
mother! What will be' her joy, her ‘sup- *
prise! I will set out at daylight, and §
shall be with you in two days” ° - -
“Not here. At your uncle, Decadi Rde
berts’s, you will be informed, on your 'rgtiﬁfE
wnthogxr‘mothe}x;,' whete to find me.”.,
“You are, t bout to leave Haut
Montel 1 0 o 1o denve, Hu
" *Yes, my son; but I have, not-*spi)liérf %
much in so'short a-time for years, as'] havé .
done to-night, therefore am I'really fatigued.
Enough has been said for the present. You
are welcome to remain “here' to-night if you
choose, but to-morrow I suppose it, is to
Paris you will go; isitnotso??” -~
¢ Yes, sir—but if you wonld ‘allow ‘e’ {
would " rather retarn homde "to my .iutiglgié
honse, for, in truth, 1 should like "'td'i"ték'g'

gou would I go through fire antl’ ‘Wwater, to|leave of my consin before ‘starting'on thi

save or to serve.’

“Add to that—and Jor my brothers, so-|-

igr:miy aud eargestly continued Etienne, |
Anrd my brothers I’ stammered the dutiful
BOn. B

Happy to have obtained thig "prdmise, the

Major, afier a moment’s réflection, arose like your return, Deosdi

short journey.’” ' . :

* Very natural, Pierre—be it so. 'Buf stiy

‘|2 minute, T must desire you ‘particalaily

not to speak fo any one, of the vidit of m

sons to me. Let what has' passed bé o_gefré

between us. _Also, I request that, untit after
should be’ignorant that

a man who has taken some decisive resolu-| Major Seignerofles and "the Marquis de La,

tion, and said to Pierre Aubin,—
¢ B ot oL . '
"The behaviour of these gentlemen must

bourdilliere are one and the

re one e same person.’
Picrre Aubin’ gdve.the iequired promise,

influence ‘mige. T wished, by making con-| and thus they parted. ~With é&g .haste.the -

siderable sacrifices, & SBire to |y ' ained hig h
iderable sacrifices, to . prove 'my desird to ﬁoung man regiined his home

live in friendship and peace ‘with them,

han  regain : .. Decadi
bert; in_expectation: of 2 long. dnd jater

They would not “accept my offers—I with- esting relation, was_sitfing up, waiting, with -

drew  them,

That. whiéh, for some time|un ariosity, for 'his int on:

'r¢ e LAk, which, for some time | unusual " intended " son-jni~
past,. I haye, ;h'égmgt'ed ;;9' _do—altlicagh liW’S‘fettfr‘:il:!os'l'ty" ﬁ)l" ":hi\’s.j ,lnlfenged sonrie
_prompted my heart ever since the death of|" ¢ I havs less to tell you, unclé, thai v

mf I b gy . . .‘51 il . v s . ) ”.‘17
my. wife—I am now willing to do. "Thby | have; probably; expéctsd,® said Pietrs, mi{:(:’l?s

L]

* It relates to Fuphrosine; your mother, .

was a reproach to his preséiit feelings (hit -
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ful of h[s prormse

 *No doubt you knew

‘what 1'was wanted for since you ‘were so ﬁst and the five grandsons of the, decesed

apxious for me to go.

"< "suppose_that you have; at last, been
received at Hau-Montel as the son of its
Anaster, ‘rephed the old man;’ ¢but what
did the Major say about my sister Euphro-
sine—your mother 7’ ‘
" TeThit he loves her still—that -he will
marry her lmmedlately—that I am to ge to
Paris to-morrow to‘tel! her so.’
¢ Ah, that is the bestof the story. With{
‘this news I need not regret lousing so many
" hours' rest. T shall sleep the better for this
P]easmg intelligence. . At what hour do you
sét oit, Pierre T -
¢ As'soon as T have said adieu to Cecile.
* ¢PsHaw ! yon surely will not delay for
~that. 1 can say farewell for you; for Mam-
selle Lili is not "such an carly viser but that
{ou ‘might be three hours on your way
efore .ever ‘she will be awake. You cau
fake my horse at day-light, and ride to Sen-
lis in time to coach it at once on to Paris.’
"Plerre would have remonstrated, but the
~old soldier had Said the word, and the lover
inéw it was no use to oppese h1m
“At.all events 1 will waft a partmg kiss
¥hrough the key-bole of her .chamber-door.
Perhapy, in her dreams, she may receive
il.t ?
“TeANY Welll IF that will be any satis-
faction to you, by all means do so, you fonl-
ish fellow—but be off as scon as you can.’
AS Pierie approached the door for this
tiuly lover-like leave-taking, it was sofily
openéd, and. the pretty Cecile, in captivating
attlre, j)resemed her smllmg face to receive
e adien of her betrothed.
- ¢ Apleasaiit journey to you, Pierre,’ said
dhie, ‘then closéd the door so quickly that, to
het father, the scéné was rapid ag "enchant-
}nent-—and remarkéd, good-naturedly,

v Ali, the g‘lpsey She has not been to} .

béd bt aIi it seems,’
Fu}l of joyfal antmlpahbns for the future,
i’he aine-keeper set out for Paris. "
he Major dismissed his scle attendant,

e old house-keeper, who was the mother
of Petit. Chauvil—and was busy all’ that

day (dh wIimh Pxene was journeying to thel’

mettopolis) preparing to quit Haut-Monfel.
When evenmg came he set.out to,make one
more” expehment ot the - feehngs of his

arquis were seated arGund a sumptuous
table, when the bell of the great gale re
sounded through the halls. Bartholomew,
the old servitor, already mentioned as so
unserupuhmsly devoted to the family honor
it was, who opened to the unusually lat~
sammons. He was so surprised at sight
of the visitor that he hesitated, in confusion,
whether to admit him or not.
" Taking advantage of this perplexity, the
Major brushed hastily past the porter, crossed
the court called the Court ¢f honor, vapidly
ascended the stairs and entered the dining
hall anannounced.
On ‘beholding their father, the assembled
children shuddered, and simultaneously arose
—but not, alas! out of respect.
“For what . purpose came you here, sir??
inquired Antoine.
‘1 come to dwell amicably with you my
sons,” calmly rephed Etienne de l[.aalbeurdd-
Tiere.

‘ Make room for me at this table where I
have a right to sit, and be pleased to resume
your places, gentlemen I wish the family

since 1, its chief, am added to you all.’

~To thns the eldest son replied :—

“ Take the place which belongs to you,
sir, at this table—we cannot oppose  you.
Command at Valgenest. It is your right.
‘We shall respect your rights. But you.can-

with you.. The day on which you ‘enter
here is the day on which we feave.’

The five brothers then threw their nnp-
kins on the table, took their hats, and sﬁently
walked out of the dining-hall.

The Ma_]or was' not prépared for fhis-sad-
den revolution; he was disturbed, agitated,
and for some time knew not what to do.
We will now revert 16 the game-keepei'
When Pierre Aubin, on hig réturn” from
his journey to* Paris, learned from” Mother
Chauvel .tbe departure of thé Ma_]or from
Haut-Montel, he’ supposed that it was" &t
Valganest - he should eet the Major, as no
direction hed been I¢ff with Decadi Robiert.

it ‘happened that ald” Bartholomew was the
person. to ywhom he addressed” hlmself and
thé,reply he received wag
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It was. supper-time’ ¢ the castle of Valga-

to be complete, and _henceforth it will be-so

not force us to live under the-same roof .

To Valganest, therefore, [Pierre went, and-

<1 have heard of such a person, but cane
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not tel! you where he fives.” !

At this moment’ Honote, who ‘Was cmﬁsmg
the court-yard, came up_to Plerre and said,

‘Who ate you inquiring “for; my :feod
fellow 2’

‘Y am seeking him who is no !onger at
Haut-Montel “and .should, therefore, be
here.” .

“Here? Why, whoisit?

-* The Major Seignerolles.”

g We do not know any such person,
There is none such here, rephed Honore,

who then, turning on his heel, rejoined his
‘four brotherq and with them descended the
steps of the castle.

Without farther explanation the gate ‘was
closed on Pierre.

His hopes dashed to pieces, and a prey to
the most dreadful suspicions,’ touching the
mysterious disappearance of the Major, the
young mdn retyrned to his motheér to relate
the ill success. She, too, at first feared ‘that
those who had ' so much "interest in getting
rid of him- mlght have" silenced - his claims
for ever.

Décadi Robert, who expenenced none of

: these fears in connection with "the young

‘men of Valganest, not’ knowing who the
Major really was, for' both ‘mother and-son
preserved that secret—yet was ‘indefatigable
in his researches to discover what' had be-
come ‘of the strangely missing . man-—and
he, too, dreaded murder, .

Soon, however, ‘these ‘shocking’ doubts
were 6t at rest, for an’ anonymous letter was
handed to f.hEm by the curate of Brasseuse,
bearing the - Paris _post-mark, addressed, to

" Deeadi Robert, baddmﬁ him ceasé‘his inves.

tigations about “his old comrdde; as-he (the

Major) had withdrawn'i in'secret, ‘aiid wished

his_ place of abodé to remaiti uﬁdnsclbsed—‘

- that. he renounced’ relactaitly a prOJect that

he had ehtertained  for etght years, “and
which he had boped was'at this‘time'to have’
been accoriplished.. The “writér - besought
Pierre to_remember’ all ‘hi§’ prom:ses, and
epnblucged with the hope of one’ dhy seemg a.
fg-union and happmess -

Altbougi}/lhxs communication ‘did nist bear
any signature, they all “beliéved- it'td be writ-
ten by the Major, and ‘they surmised that he
‘had seciuded hlmself ‘from them 'to avoid ‘the
prqected marrwge wlth uphrosine.

“Iii a moment of anger towards His rristos
cratlc and rebellious sony he promme iodo

|- ¢ 1t is udelesd fo repine; iny son,

Tus justice;™ said Pierre-to his meek and gen-

te moiher, “but on-cool reflection the pride-
of blood regained its dominion over .pin;
and “he was, [ 1magme, ashamed to.avow shis
plebian connections. - Alas }: that he-Hid -
aroused hopes long: dormant -in’iyou, siny
mether! -How cruel to rai e them .in e
who was so happy before this- knowledge

need we seel to-asceriain:- aboui-~ theahsgnt |
one. - He lives !—That is enough for [ us:te
know Sad," yet contented; L.shall return-o
my pezceful dwelling; in Pans and resume
my calmr and -customary mode "of. lifo-——pmik
.you, my beloved Pierre, wiil be happ}s w;&h
your-sweet Cecile for a wife .~ ¢ iy
No more, for the - present, was bieard- uf

the Major. 'The old ladyireturned to:Pagis;

and the young couple were marriéd ;.-but this
event was preceded- by-the! receipt ;of. a
threatening letter which Pierre Aubin fonad "}
on hig pillow.. . The: contents - left no-doutbt
as to who was the anther of it. - KT I

This ominous -billet. bade .kim.: beware

whllst yet it was time, and defer his: ma¥s

riagé with Cecile, until he was freed ;from
other elaims-—or e!-;e to-watch well over.her
safety. "It concluded w;th these words ef b
dire import. SRR

¢ Yel, even sp, - what can ﬂr,y vzgsfm ;
avail tkee, against certain: revenged’ "y wr '

Notwithstanding this warning, the levmg,
trustmg ‘pair'were united-in holy-wedlock:.c 3

The ' alarming occurrence of the nﬂe-rahot E
aimed at the fair yourg bride.on-the med
ding-fiight, was kept secret until .the. evening
of Pierre’s  disappearance; on: the occasion
of the chtisteninig:festival, «as. recorded in
the opening chapters.. .- \( i

During .the interval ‘no_new. a empt had
been hade ou the life of Cecile, 1. CEU

:Regina had 'been‘in Italy with her mwle,
but when news of the deéathiof .ihe-old:ford
reached " Pierre, - he - had- engaged: theoted,
Petit Chauvel, to -give: him: -informatiod of
her ‘réturn, that ke niight-be on hié .guird
againsty her machingtions, which, he doubted 3
not, would be dlrected ;agamst hlsconn@m! H

'happmess‘@ P T i

4 "Fhie signal agreetl ,upon svae the screesh« 1

il s dismial’ cryﬂ R M o

*No ‘wonder wills now!‘be «felt, - that! dma
struck to the -heart of Pierre Aublwwhen,

for-the firsttitae, ‘herhelird - 1he warning Kry,

the seudd of. ewtfoiﬁena—qm the:midst:nfeahe

No more '



B - cutithe  scornful resolve they had expressed
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joyausness of the merry party, met to cele-]who might be depended on as unwilling to.

wate the. christening of the first-botn of
FiThe .question rnow will probably arise,
. Whipre! during this time, was Major Seigne-
* rollea? - He was a prisoner in the castle of
Valganest - -

5o . CHAPTER VI

connive at the Major’s escape, should he be’
‘weary of  his solitude and long again to mix
in the world—or simply sigh to regain _free-
Now on this side, and then oo the other,
would the frequently occurring and appalling
copflagrations arise. The mefciless flames
spared neither rich or poor, levelling all dis-

,st:-f;the" castle- of | Valganest the - Major | tinctions, as, in turn the miserable hovel of
passed -many months, in eonformity with.ajthe peasant, or the stately baronical  half,

- compact he had made with his .disdaiaful
~ sons.  Unwilling to resign the castleshome,
their .rank. and . fortune, by really carrying

on quitting the supper-table, they had suffered
themaselves .to -be induced to remain—pro-
vided that their -father would agreeilo con-
ebal hitaself, and not let it be known that he
was- alive .and a resident beneath his own
tooft oo o .
1. Mot-as a.masler or guest did Etienne de
Labourdilliére. ‘take up his abode at Valga-
nest,-his ldwfil inheritance—hut as a self-
mmaved prisoner ! o
4 :To sthese .strange conditions the Major
eohsented; in .the hope of ultimately. obtain-
~ ing’apartion of the affection of his, sons.
Fancying thet his captivity was a landabie
as-well ' as - voluntary. sacrifice to them, he
- was satished with:being thus folerated. The
{nly-thing that the old . man . could not bear!
patiently was, being compelled toforego.all
infercourse - with- Pierre,, Decadi, - eto.y at
Brarseuss, and: as latterly heppened, ‘being
debareed:all knowledge of their welfare.
« This - yearning towards - hisonly affection-
ate ichild' became more intense, and, after. a.
time, almost unbearable, as.from a lofty tur-
" ret, which overlacked the surrounding coun-
" try for miles, he witnessed, with 'pain  and

r

N

arm, the . frequent -incendiarysfires which, |

iat:thls period; devastated the land,~—spreading:
teror, ruin, and distruction, far and neat... .

- 0 The: fateroofed - turret, fo which -we baxe
indluded, was the' only promenade permitted
‘the strange prisoner. - it was ascended t0-by

la:@piral - statr-cage, at | the.foot-of which was |’

the opartment of Bartholomew, the old valet,
-who- alone, of .all. the :domestics, knew: the
Major to be the son of the .Marquis, -and
.. tthat he.way: & captive in‘;the -castle of his
Jandestors; ’ X g Sy

was marked by an unseen hand, for destric-
tion. o o _
Isolated. and far apart as were most of
these habitations, mysteriously doomed: to
be consumed without warning, and in the
desd of the  night—many of the conflagra-
tions were attended with an awful loss of
life, and the victims were born to their last
resting place amid alarge concourse of the
panic-stricken inhabitants of the distriet,
who quailed at the thought— Who will be
the next to suffer 2’ o N
_As these melancholy funeral processions
passed within sight, the lonely watcher on
the tower, would. kneel- down and pray that

seuse 1night be spared !

which had, in more or less dégree, affected’
all else, within many leagues, had but one
total exception, This being the Castle of
Valganest, whose occupants, the five bro-
thers; were far from. being.in good qdor
with. their neighbors—all manner of sur-

| mises and -ill-natured remarks were, in cog-

sequence, freely. circulated. :
This. rather, remarkable exemption was
about 10 cease in an appalling manner—but,
meanwhije, an incident of equally awful
tmportsclaims our attention. . .
Late:in the stilly night, as the Major was
quietly, pgcin}g his lonely round, on the tur-
xet, his vigilant eye eaught. sight' of the
terror-boding smoke ascending high o'er the
wood of Brasseuse. His alarm was intense;;
and thus he spoke his thoughts aloud. -
My worst fears are realized! ' His turn
has, pt length, come! Oh1 Pierre, my son'!
Would- that L could «id or save you!. And
ye ruthless ones—rye will give me no intelli-

gence of his fate. . Ye accord me not your -

{love, and but_tarely your socieéty even, and

] :

L "Tbis.;manr-wlﬁa;,;'then‘; .a‘yﬁttin:g‘ .agent for
§  cthe . five . unngtural _brothers, . He.was. one

‘man holds dear It

. questing, the finder, whoever he ‘may be,—

the inhabitants of the game-keeper of Bras-

It becamg noted: that the dread visitation .

~ beyond the bounds of the iinprisoning

T ing ‘the result of the last fire, and the fats of
+ Pierre. This they, inhumanly, would not]

for:this:have | relinquished %im and all-that '
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thsl;t solitary being at thé time of - the “sup-
_posed peril to Pierre Aubin, L

.} was, however, the neighboring houses
and barns of La Grange farm.which werd
then burning, though he knew it not; for
that time the game-keeper's dwelling was
safe—Yet it was not spared from 'motives
of mercy, but in furtherance of a plot in-
volving the destruction of Pierre’s good
name, he being missing—unaccountably to
his neighbors,—though the reader is aware
that he was the occupant of a dungeon,
whither his abductors had c‘onv'eyed"' him,
from the scene of festivity which was inter-
ru%ned by the dreacherous screech-owl sig-
nal. ' - .
To return to the Major.—He could bear
the torturing uncertainty no longer, At all

hazards to himself he must inquire the fate
~of his son, Pierre.” From his pocket-book {:

he tears a_leaf, writes a few lines ‘on it, re:

if Pierre Aubin be fving, to pass down the
avenue in front of the castle, and cut a
branch from a sapling on the right hand
Sidﬂ:"f‘l:f dead,-to break off one on the left.
T'his writing the. anxious prisoner wrap-
ped around two. pieces of gold, gnd tying
them in the corner’ of his. handkerchief, hé
twirled this with the motion of 4 sling, and
thus launched the*missive in the air, co
Away flew the cloth and its ‘enclosure
walls, o '
Alag, for Etfenne de Labourdill'ieré,‘these
articles were picked up, the next ‘morning,
by Bartholomew, who handed them to' his
young lords. ‘ L
‘In a body these five men repaired to:the
turret, where'the despised parent was on the
look-out for some onets come -alorg and
make known whether anything fatal ‘had hap-

-1noté had fallen into other hands?

Bitter must have been the}l_réﬂeotipns of L held between the brothets, as to what éii:i’i;’éfé’, "
H : B T “f{‘fﬁ:&x

| they should pursue, * * © :
. “Our common interest. requires that ¥

fourth son. © ©.We “have ‘takeh’ précautiond. 3
enough; aboirt this would-be-brother, of whomt
he is s6'anxious, to' prevent his intei‘:féi'fﬁg‘:
with our proceedings. . L
“The walls of Gazeran can along ‘give
any information of him—if tlie - walls of ‘tHe |
castle of ot beautiful reldtion, Regind; ‘have: 4
Lears and tongue. ' But we must rememibet!
brothers, that we dre-not mach’ liked iii thé-
cousitry. Thére are not wanting a multitude’
of unfavorable feports about us, ‘alréady;”
What, then, would have' been said'if- that
. * Perhaps we are suspected of this alréady’
Believe me, our first resolve is hest? * 37
Francois, who . thus' spoke; was; froni ‘his *
superior, mental, and personal qualifications,
;he ruling head of the: house of ‘Labsurdil-
iere, I - D ' ERSIEES 5 04
‘Undoubtedly, yon are right? boldl§
replied the dwa{‘f, J{ntoine. o rkﬂi" '
~ The other three murmured i hesitatiiy .
consent to that which had préviously "b::ﬁ ’
suggested, but it was with trepidation  and:°
lipgering reluctance. "To pit an’ end to'thg -
irreso'ution that 'was manifest, Frincdis sl
in a decided tone,=- ' - A
<Lt it be done. 1 take it-upon mysaff
‘Be it so !’ replied the rest, =~ i
- The dwarf then dragged a lerge -oakélt
chest, from & corner, fnto the middle of thé
room, exainined it; measaring it significantiy -
and afnongst them they carried’ 1t ap stairs,
Depositing ~the ominous load; where it'Wis
hidden by the "bed-curtains, the bréthe¥s
descended, leaving - the' ddor of ‘the Midjor'a

fodin open behind ‘themi. oo
¢ Francois now resolutely said,~¢ Give mmié
the poignard. You know it'is T who'am #6-

pened to Pierre. "They upbrdided theitipri: | strike the blow.” "

sopert for this infringement of his contract, |

feigning: to believe he had “some deeper mo-

tive than appeared, and was "desirobs of}"

compromising them and freeing-himself.
) Tbxs the old man denied, dnd he besoipht
them to give him the satisfiction of know-|

doybut left their father "in'an agoiy of ‘sus-
pense. : AR 2EO0Y o1 en

The déadly weapen was handéd ,to'him,
and Honore asked,— . AR
“Will youi-venture alone #*- -~ e
“Lertainly I" replied- 'Francois with a 'diikt
smile. *He is old and unarmeéd.  Why,
Antoine -could dorit himself. " But T inténd <
o execute tho'judgment myself> -~ © -

¢ What *if he resist ‘or cres for help# 1
timidly observed Honore. L T R

+ Iiv'thiat case—whicti’F'thiak by no migans

Aﬁe: this interview a dénjs’ﬁ“ltagibh vt ] likely——a whistle will'lét yoii kriow T'reqeire

should not becur  againy, said “Frandois; the .



& the, steps .of ‘these two men approaching,

~ conceal himself bebind the arras,’ said Wil-
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,ﬁéﬁj,Jdnd' you can, then, come to my dssist-|
ep.). ;. . e
K ﬁmaVi'ng thus spoken, Francois  rushed
Hipstily, up stayrs. . The Major. had ot come
,.3'W;1'.ift9m “the turret at the mpm‘en,t._wheﬂ_
3 intended " parricide set his footon the
first step of the spiral stair-case.
. *You will be top, late—he is coming
down,’ exclaimed the dwarf, . .. .
f“,'i,Nq,_Ihahalj__'npt. I can reach the room
hefore he will ! replied the wretch, and he
disappeared in the darkness... ' .
me brothers, below, listened intently to

debe

. from-, opposite.quarters, the appoinfed place
of* the death which one was carrying to the

other. .. L ;

Tt was a.moment of interest and excite-

mgn#.fmught with crime § . o

- . *Francols has reached the room, and the
g!l.hqr is not-yet down. He will have time to

Ij?’mv‘ . - ) Cou .

" 'Now the Major is at the door—he is open-.
-ipg.it—he is in the room-—he  has locked
the door—now comes the moment of con-
fiets . ; ]
.. - Honore could say no more; William and
James trembled and turned pale. . . -
""One, only, of the brotbers retained his
fergeioys spirit unmingled” with pity or re-
morse, - This was Antoing, ihe fiendish
dwarf. . He—fearing lest the others might
relent, sliould they hear their father's voice
‘entreating help—took " down  hunting horn
from , the wall, and blew a blast so long, so
loud, and -fearful, thet it sounded, under.the
dread . excitement of the moment, like some
wrearthly demonwyell... . . .

A pause in the horrid - dip, and a scuffle
was heard overhead—then a shriek—and. all

wag. silent us the grave!

" Presently a whistle was. ‘hélb.,rd‘pn;ihé
staixs,  The twins arose, but could harfily
" stagger along. Antoine and: the remgining
brother were firm, apd,together, the”four
' mgunted the stairs and . entered the upper
room: . There they found Franeois alone,
blesding and ghastly pale. i -,
"It is over!.said he, pointing ]
which stpod in the corper ! " He is dead!
Heé is in it T :

H

mg;ﬁlslprpther’s arm, inquired—* Are yom

#not wounded 7

¢ Yes, in the . struggle lie turned the poig-
nard on me—-but it 1s only a trifling scratch.
Nothing now is to be done~—save to burn
my clothes, and.wash away the stains from

|the boards.” - All theri is sale ! o,
¢ But what  are we to do with that—that

chest ¥ asked Honore, with averted gaze,
pointing to it. | o )
“Néver ‘mind, T will see to it replied

4 Francois; ¢ I will dispusé of that myselfl’ |

‘T'rom this fearful scene we must revert
again to Regina. ‘When, pressed by the
brothers to select one of them as her future
hushand, she had told them that she would
be the wife of no man until she had been
avenged on Piérre Aubin, whom, she alleged,
had insulted her with his base Jove, ¥

. This they readily undertook to do, and we

and conveyed him (as they thought) to'a
living tomb in the vaults o Gazeran castle.
Glad were they to find it was ¢ man whom
they previously hated, that was {0 bethe
victim of. this wormin's revenge. .
Besieged by suitors, and loving only
Pieire, Regina, to bo rid of importunity,
agreed, '¢te long, to become the wife ‘of
Francois de Labourdilliere. - The brothers
being satisfied that the coveted property of
Gazeran would thus come into the family,
the three unisuccessfal wooers withdrew their
pretensions with'a good grace, and renewed
their vow—that their paternal feelings should
remain undisturbed by this preference,
““Antoine;, alone, was frec to act. He had
not entered the lists as competitor for the
lady’s favor, therefore he took no part in the
renewal of the brother’s compact. Yet, he
wag resqlved, if possible, to prevent 'the
mateh, :\;q‘h'ich, ‘however, it’ will shortly ap-
par, was fearfully obstructed. ~ °
"It ‘was a festival at Valganest, a grand en-
torfainipent  given ta célebrate the betrothal

of ‘the ﬁeighﬁbjr‘hg‘)‘ods was .::issqmb‘léd dnd
amongst the brilliant array—none were more
| beantiful apd ‘mdghificent in looks and dress

to the chest than Reging-—nane appeared happier , tHan

i Francols.. .

in‘regard to, thieir

I LT PP S
 LE;unpleasant, memories,

B,_ 1 &

i o g e g REIERTE B et Y the thinds
. Not without horror eouldthe guilty men| recently murdered . futher, crossed fhe pind
Jook on the. fatal. chest. A long, sirekm of|and clouded thé brows of the other sons, in

S - Lo AR 1 e FIW ey ! e g Sidgoeudil i
plond stained the floor, and William, touch-|the midst of the mirth ‘nitisic’ and gplendor.

. suid Antoine; * It is only a miserable strné-
¢ pot him in their power, " ‘ I ble

have seen how they got him in their power, - of pullng down. It only wanted'a bop-fire
to complete the rejoicings, and the incendi-|

of Francois and Regina, All the aristocracy P T A (S S
of Francois aiid Reg ! ¥ " flagration. In'vain did'the¢ bothers ‘eall to
- the' men, from the balconies; to stop and let
it burn,. The strangé’orders weré unhsard

e "

seemed unconcerned. His head was éreét;

‘burning pavilion. " ",

‘of the party, he, Francdis, the most gmliyﬂ theif  foests, 'hui:;éjigfl “at’ ﬁiiif,’spggd:”“;’ ;

a ready smile

played on ‘his lips, and his

" Those who liad ‘¥t ‘afrived at the’

heart seemed at ease. _ ‘ | were basily 'engaged 'in throwing out
We will pass over the ball and supper |anciesit reli¢s which -the 'Bui‘l,'ding"%t;ﬂt

without description, to narrate the startling
évent that shortly after ‘cccurred to disturb
the, scene of joyous festivity, = = "

The confusion’ incidént to the cechsion m
it a difficult job to save the odd “medley of
articles here stored away; and, in truth. the

_ Saddenly arose the .alatming’ ci'y.of:ﬁré ! | old-fashioned -lumber and ‘flix'ili!yﬁ;ﬂi‘igﬁ_i}_iéfg*

High above the gay music of the band
sounded the words—fire!
instant of alarm,'as the guesfs hurried to the
windows, was to be seen, the ‘ancieni"phvi—

did not” seemn worth ‘the risk, to life &

re!” ‘On the)limb, of the busy hard-working crowd. /%

_.The’ pavilion. was, totally cii veloped* }in
| flames when the"owners arrived, but''théy

* lion, at the end of the path, glowing' in a{rushed into it as precipitately as if it cofis

brilliant blaze-~the flames already bursting | tained something veryrprécions which 'the

through the roof. ‘ -
. “Calm yourselves, ladies and gentlemen,
- there is nothing to be feared ! Lt if buin!

ture whick the fire will save us the trouble

to surprise us.’ o

The panic of the company ceased on
this temark, the brothers inwardly applauded
the presence of mind of the dwarf, and they
also said—-Let it burn.’ L
© The’ sight of the burning pavilion "dis-
pelled the gloom that oppressed some of ‘the
sons of the Major, and a weight was instantly
removed from their guilty ‘minds.” They
blessed  theé hand from whence the kindling
spurk - proceeded—for within that blazing
pile lay the coffin-chest, which’ bow they
thought woulll be effectually disposed of-—
But the ularm * had - "spread ‘amongst the ser-
vants and yetainers of the gifests. The
commands of the fordly brothers, to let” the
building be consumed, had not'reached their

aries have taken on themselves this addition

éars, and in a body they had gone to endea-
vor to pat out the fire. - 77 - ¢ o

. The great bell of the castle was loudly
tolling, and "in an iperedibly ‘short ' time
péople rushed from " all * guarters to.the con-

or unheéded, o ‘ .
‘Now, indeed, iu théir, ti¥n weré’ the wick-
:€d men trotbled and afraid. ' Tlisir féar wis

7 Lo e

worse ‘than that'whiéh ' had; ‘at"fikst, “been

‘momentarily expe¥ienced by tie company,

| claimed ~James, Homore and  Anicing,

_were anxious to sive, As they reached e
interior, two stout foot-men weret tryitp o
force apen thie 'lid of a large *ché{st,“"appii.
rently too -heavy for them fo carry out, in
order’to get at the supposed’ valuable con-
tentg. ‘.. . . N ‘ N ST —-
% Leave it, I command you,’ cried Wilidin '}
ina th't\mjt_ie‘rihg& tone, and he repulsed’fife '}
men in 0 vidlent a manner, :thai:',.'ir'ils‘q‘rpﬁé’e 3
and terror they sprung back 'beyond ;the
threshold,.”, = =~ - 7 oo Tioniwn
_“Let that alone!’ simultigniecusly 'ex-. §
2T i E
seeming most violently agitated, '~ Y 3
Francois was the last to reach 'thé‘,‘gﬁc'i'f.- 1
‘He forced his way throngh the “crowd,'and .
placing himself before the' chest; he'pushid
his brothers 'outwards, - éxclaiming’ Vehé
mently;— TR T e
 “Fot God's sake go”out! " Save
selves! Bé quick of you are Jost - <
Ag'he thiis’ spoke n liuge béam' gave Way,
and with a fearful crash the wall came m, 3
inwards, ‘overwhelming" the speaker {Who, |
doubtless, liad seen the danger) and biﬁ"if‘iﬁ? r
him in‘the smouldering ruin. ~ -,
.. The night Was spenit it 'removing the vih.
Tubbish, and at daylight they found ‘the mii.
tilited ¥nd scotched remains of Francoid'de 1
Labbuidilliere close "beside the ‘dhesg
the fire had not consumed; ™' R
'Whiat a.fearful ‘fate’ for” the' Vetrothéd,of
Regina, il the' midst'of rejoicings ind wirt’!

| What' a“dréadful warning” did it viot” appblir

to the parricidal “brothers, “:How mich tiys. |
tery witackiéd to that'futal ghest! -7 - )

. ciapram vn

““"The haughty brothefs “int 'eﬁa-r’r%ea%hfs:

pered words, and" thén abraptly “fotsuking| -

ki il ey
fv“i‘rmcms‘at%suc a ﬁn‘é,
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fr {jg;s'gch,a manner, created 3 great sgsgnsatip;d in, presexice of his victirixf, just as they dread-.

roughout the district, far and.near.” It pu 'éd‘,exgoaﬂre'- of the awful crime to which

' astop fo the. murmyred suspicions arising
from the previous exemption of the . family
‘from sharing the calamity of ‘the -country—
.wrecked by the mysterious fires of ruthless
incendiaries—and caused many fo ..regret
‘their hard thoughts and sarcastic words’; for
~which they sought to atone by repiiring to
ithe Castle of Valganest totestify respect and

condolence, . L
_ On'thie occasion of these fréquent disasters,
all dis“tinctimi_s of wealth or rank, ete., were
for the time rubmerged ; and whether cabin
or.castle had met its doom, sympathy was ex-

tended by the general community to the sur-|'

viving sufferers: and in cases of loss” of Tife
“thefg%sequ;ies were attendéd by a large con-
couyse of the inhabitants. .
" When the last offices were performed over
the departed, the mass returned to the dwell-
ing which had been 'victimized ; or, if the,
‘devastation had been complete, to the ruirs,—
‘Wwhere, under the canopy, of Heaven, they
would spend the rest of the day in’ drinking
‘{0 thé death of the murderous incendiaries,
.. It sometimes happened, though, that these
" barbarous c¥rousals were interrupted by the
Hocsin’s sound, or the sudden blaze of a néw
_conflagration. | o o
.. The most favored of the victims, of the
tinkinown band of depredators, suffered "only
in their possessions—their stocks of hay or
¢orn, their barns or out-houses, being destroy-
ed by the fiery scourge. But if these disas-
ters were less fatal, they were numerous, and
served to keep up the general and continued
‘terror and alarm. ' a ,
" "As the place of a murdér is marked (in
Roman catholic countries) by a cross, to per-.
“petuate the remembrance -of the deed, and
* guggest pious reflections and prayers, on the
'§bt where it occurred-—so was it Tesolved,

Franceis should be erected over the place
‘where he perished, o
- _JAccordingly the ruins of the paviliop were
«cléared away, and a new burial.vailt con-
stiugted on its site, under” the ‘immediate
'_‘aﬁ[gryiéién of the'brothiers.. " .
. " Duringthiis time they tdok it by tirrns_ 1o

watch éwith‘ih’é Telay ‘of priésts) beside " the

coffined-remains of Aizi whom they knew as

the ill-fated puyricide, who Had been struck,

hat a monumental tomb. to the unfortupate |-

‘they,

ardly less .zuilly than the deceased,
had constructed, and actnally connivéd at,
For two days had the body thus lain 'in
well-guarded state; and the exemplary per-
‘formance of this fraternal duty with the ap-
pearance of affliction and tender solicitude
which - the aristocrats displayed (though in
eality Antoine was callpus to all good feeling)
‘contributed not a little to raise the illliked
fraternity in public estimation. _
. It had pot been credited that they were

other.” - : .

The great entrance to Valganest was open
to all comers: for any one was free, for the
fime, to enter there without ceremony. So
it happened that no notice was taken of a

purpose than to evince respect for the dead,
This person was evidently a stranger to

making out the way to the chamber which
ke sought, However, he seemed at length
to have found the right glace, for he ' halted
at adoor, on which he knocked, in a very pe-
culiar manner, three several times,

Antoine, the oceupant of the roem, - had
just been released from watch over the re-

self for sleep, when his acute ear aetected the
raps which were 50, timidly or cautiously
made. ~ He raised his head, rubbed his eyes,
looked wildly around, and muitered,— -

" ¢ It canpot be possible T

ing attentively for some sound within the
room, having heard the slight noise made by
Antoine, repeated /not the rapping, but
scratched four separate times (with a mea-
sured pause between each) on a pane] of the
door, = . )

claimed the ‘dwarf, haif aloud ; and greatly
anpoyed, if not also, alarmed, he hastily quit.

a brief repose, .and opened the doot.
The stranger who met his view was 'a man

-{of impoesing height and fine proportions, He

was dressed in the long Dblue suriout, with
‘black collar, that dencied the half-pay cfficer
of that period, A small-piece of red.ribbob
deécorated a button-hole of his coat; he was

iggﬁthey-belie\fgd,' by the jgﬁiglﬁqm of Heaven,

booted, spuirred, and travel-3tained.

capable of real attachment even' to each -.

certain person, who came for a very different - ‘that’

the castle : for he had no little difficulty. in :

 tiee, did not appear o ecause any surprise to

mains of his brother, and had disposed him-

.. 'The man who stood in the corrider, listen-

’ & , “accounts. Tell me the figures and I will set
‘It must beso! Itz one of them ! ex-

ted the bed on which he had flnng himself for
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Antoine most prc;bably exﬁected to have

‘When the visitor had_coticladed, Antojde

seen some one else, for he -appeared "overyopened. a large” ‘closet’ beyond the. ~aléove

come with astonishment: and not until the
new-comer had .closed the door and seated
himself, did he recover the power of speech,
Then 'mastering his agitation, he hurriedly

and imperatively put these questions to the| 1]
' 'might have kept £kis in their own chamby

unknown t—
.. “Who are you?!  Whence came you 7—
What do you want ¥

With a waive of the hand, expressive .of
the necessity for compdsure, the stranger
whispered his interrogative reply,—

‘Can we converse here safely ¥’ N

¢ Converse, say you? First have the good~
ness to tell me who you are, and from whom
you come? replied Antoine, -

‘I come on my cwn account. As-to who
Tam, you shall presently be informed of

- Thus speaking, the strange intruder, open-
ing & memorandum-book, took out of it a
playing-card—it was the ace of spades—pre-
senting it to Antoine, he inquired,— :
. ‘Do you know that, Mr. Mathien -, =

This name, which we have used for the
first time, to the unworthy prig of a noble

the person thus addressed. He glanced at

‘where his bed stood. Within this closet Hp-
peared an immense, chest, at sight of W‘Iﬁ& 1
the dwarf recoiled, frowned, and ‘seemed
disconcerted, = T N
¢ Hum I' 'muttered he ; “William and Jame:
‘where there is plenty- of roem, instehd af
baving it brought here whilst T was bel&ﬁ“ﬁg B
guard.’ o oot
Despite his visible repugnance to enter tha
closet, it was necessary to do so in - order to
get rid of his visitor, . ' L
Not being tall enough to reach the upper-
most shelf, otherwisg, he stoed on tip-toe; i

{order to get at that which Le wanted, but Ey- 1

somé slip he stumbled against the, chest. af 3

horror !

. A} .

_As if ‘terrified by the sudden contact, he
sp{ang quickly backwards, turning deadly
pale,: . . ‘ : : ‘_‘-“; A

“On what can yeu have trodden?’ 'W’;fs j
there a viper:under your foot?, said the min
of figures, % SRR

‘No! nothing! It was only the éramp, ‘It
is all over now,” replied Antdme, féreing an
apology for a laugh, S TR

To avoid touching the hateful chest -

the card, and an expression of mistrust was|second time, he tock a chair, and, climﬁiﬁg

legible on his ill-favored features, L
As if to remové all doubt and suspicion,

up, found the bunch of keys he required.ec

‘With one of these he epened a secret ddwer

the handsome. visitor held up the card be-|in his secretary, where meney. and otlier

. tween him and the light. Immediately it be- | valnables were stowed away, and taking owt

came plain thai*the figure on. the card was/|of this fepository a couple . of bank bills'he
perforated by pin-holes, at the angles, the silentiy presented them 1o the mysteriéts
rays of light penetrating through the minute] stranger, who received the money with a po- ]

d . . |
orifices, rendering these marks visible.

‘Now, then, perhaps Mr. Mathien can: changing another word. * -

guess who Lam I coolly remarksd the un-
welcome guest. ’ ’

|lite bow, and instantly departed, without' ex-

Antoine then seated himself at the ﬁ;iﬂ'e_,

{in ho very pleasant mood, to. look over 't

‘ You are one sent to me to settle dome old}columns of figires, which it will bé undéi-

stood served as the mediom of secret éo:f- |

them down,’ cunning replied the dwarf,. thus;| respondence,

pointing oat the part for the stranger to act]

view.

The purport of these cyphers may thug in

in case apy one should 'disturb their inter-j brief be rendeéred:—

‘ Richard was arrested yesterday. ' He 6x-

‘Very well ; that will expigii;, Wi‘thl‘f)li‘lkté‘}aﬁt‘s a thousands francs as the price of hil

risk, that which ought not to be ‘overheard|silence. T must have an equal “sum 'for
by any ‘istener at the door, ‘if such should be| services and to keep up the ardor and fidefi

there.’ P

-Antoine then took paper and pens from a
desk and wrote down figures at the othei’s
dictation, until the whqle side; of a'.sheet|
was filled with thése symbolical cyphers.’

N

.f our people.. I will'carry on the busiress

rom which Richard has beén withdrawn. -
‘You may object that you are notMr.

Mathien. . It ig'of mo consequence.’ . kanow
‘and can testify as to who and what you" &re,

i
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tg u will perceme that 1 have made. no . mis-
take in addressing you,' Howévet, we must

placed the chest in kzs closet, and he said :
* Either ' temove it, of' one of you must

1}9!: be hard \gnh gach other, Let there bechhﬁnge places with ‘e, for in this foom I

fmth amougsl us all,
or six months 1 have been of the. num-
i)er in your employ, and shall contmue g0,
he(;aﬂse Richard has confidence in you i and
Y believe him to be ona not easyto be duped.
¥0|,|,g interest absolutely requires you to give
him the sum he, demands;” for hig sectrecy to
the death; will be’ secured " if the'money is
,hnnorubly paxd——he is a man of his w‘ord,
“You do not'know me personally, it is
true but this visit will testify to my ability,
d;;termmatlou and courage. I had .but a
- glight clue to-guide me; but I have suceeed-
ed, Howl dlscovered you to be our Mr.
Mathien matters not—we understand each
other.” ~
1 © As for myself T do not ask much at pre-
aent hereafter, I shall perhaps require more
_in requna! for the talents'I so faithfully de-
. Yoigito. the: hazardous  undertakings ;. how-
ever, I give you my. word—which is as “good
as Richard’s—that I shall jnot be greedy or
mnreasonable. .
s e toust,all live thhoutconsummg each
otbier : it is sufficient that we ruin and burn
the doonted ones. 1 shall expect orders as
formerfy -and I flatter myself they will be
is patlsf.tcsorlly executed.’
.. To. the aboye was appended the query,
“Have you full confidence in the young
ahepherd——l‘et:t Chauvel ? I am of opinion
{that he is.more knave than fool, and that he
knows too much?!’
.;The shepherd-boy may indeed know loo
m;wh said Antoine, musingly as‘he put
away the seeming papers of accouuts.
,izExcept this visit which exposes one of the
mysteries in the life of the dwarf, and shows
]Hm, to ‘be "instrumental in ‘the work ‘of]
mcendmrzsm, which by some wmistake had
extended to the castle, having’ however ‘had
the. effect, ns we. have seen, of raising ; the
Teputation of its occupants and master, by
dgstruymg certain vague susplcmns Except
this,  important revelation nothmg worth.
‘reJanng oceurred umiil the. cveninig ‘after the
hody. < of, Francois was laid with pomp, and
qezgmnny in the vault of the ‘I\;anqoleum,
partially constructed where, Lhe pavﬂ:on Imd
been, .

o When the brmhers fnund ther\nselveg alqne,
A!mome ;eproacheti the. otherg. ('or hnvmg

{

will not sleep tonight if it remain here. 1
do not’ choose to sleep in the room’ with that
vile chest LA

‘Are you afraid of seeing a ghest 7’ sneer-
ingly enquired Honore.

* Never you mind that, if your nerves are,
stronger than mife, show the fact by rmkmg
the propnsed change, that's all.’

‘Honore shook his head. '

Wllham then said.

‘It was James and I who 'pl‘aced it there

temporarily, to preserve tt from the" curiosity
of those who, saw us defend it from the
servants, at the fire. ¥ romarked that it
excites their covetousness, Donbtless they
thought it containod great tréastrg,—Oh!
had they opened it how dreadful !’

A shudder passed through the frames of
atl,

A conversauon then ensued, the result of
which was the decision that the chest should
be buried, with the lcast possible delay, in
the most fitting place——that is to say, in the
new mausoleum, besuie the coﬂ'm of the
Parricide.

At once, the’ whole of the party went
to the recenily constracted family- burymgn
place.

The workmén had left the tools about for .

the monument was not comp]eted 80, that
the brothers had no’djfficulty in opening the

mouth of the tomb, the mortar being yet -

mwloist. . Antoine remained ‘on the spot, to
gua!:d against intruders, whilst the others
returned to the ap'trtment to bring- away the
object of their: fears—the ‘dreaded momtor of
uilt. *
¢ As they reached the chamber door they
heard the. sound of a window being faised.
‘Honore peered through the key-hole suppos-
ing that whoever wis within would have a
light, But thotigh all inside’ stirouded in
darlmess, yet it was plain 10 be heard by the

‘movements of the persor, who *had thus-

felonlously obtained an entrance, -that it was
some one perlect!y farmiliar thh the local-
lty

The\astomshed Tisteners could distinguish
the opeumg of the closet, gnd then the Roise

" of something heavy. bemg dragged Dut mto

l.he ‘foor of he room.
The, brothers waited no i,onger but mt!i a
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united affort burst. open the door,wand l;y t;lie
light of the laniern with which they were

furnished, they discovered Petit C'Muvél ,
- the - shepherd boy, bending over the chest,

the blade of his knife alreddy under the hd ‘counter, or what he had’ seen or experis

énced. thus to terrlfy and and . overcome him
—he would : render no- explanauon on thq
subject.

"T'he mystery remams, ata future t}me, to
be explained I’

and in the very act of endeavormg 10 force
the lock.

Wuham the strongest of the brothers
rushed funously forward and gave the un-
happy boy, thus caught in the  act, such a.
tremendous kick «w the stomach, ~t}:_|ﬂt it
doubled him up and sest him rolling to the
end of the room where he lay senseless, .

The noise mde by this foreible entrance
roused the domestics whom the masters bade
to seize hold of the £hief and turn the mniser-
able young vagabund out of uoors. .

Tt did not suit them to have the lad ‘taken
up -for the ofience, as that would draw atten-
tion to the chest and perhaps lead to inyesti-
gation, so they said they thought the knave
wonld be sufficiently punished by being |
turned adnft with the blow he had receiv-
ed,

, Bdrtholomew took hold of the lad by the

‘ear, to lead him out, but he was_unable to

stand on his teet; he staggered a few steps
and fell down powerless: He wag carried off

- and on examinntion-it was discovered that a

large blood-vessel had been burst—and with~
in two hoars, the spirit thus viclently ejected
had wmged its way to immortal regions,

. This violent and sudden  deatk did not
cause any uneasiness to the murderer, for it
was plain that Petit Chauvel had entered the
castle with {elonious interit, therefore no
seandal would arise from the upprem'editaled
cireumstance of the futal kick,

This accident had caused a. de]ay and
commotion in the - castle, which. .obliged the

" brothers to pos:pone for some time until ali

should be quiet, the removal of .the coffin~
chest of Eticune to the tomb where the body-
.of his son Francois had been disposed.

However they retirned to the manso],eum, i

as soen 88 the domestics had retxred to their
beds, t» inform Antoine of what had occured
to interfere with their plan and cause theu'
long absence. ‘

When they got there they found the dwarf

. stretchcd on the sod, in, strong _ hystencs, hls

lips covered with foam and hig cyes. wildly

fixed ‘on .an an;,le of ..the wall afew pacea

from-him.

bug still he turned his- gaze, of horror
affright, to the same spot.. .
‘What had cauged this terrtb]e condlhon

['what his strained eye—balis sought to, em

‘-G

CH‘APTER" VL.’ ‘
Tue arrest of the man called chkarc?
the-acting’leader of the band of Incendmnas,

‘(though it has appeared that Antome -de

Labourdilliere was one of the invisiblé
of the truly diabolical busmens,) did' not pt%t
a stop to the awful calamity af the country,
as the fiery visitation was popularly ﬂenomh
nated.

We will, in this place, only hmt that
personages still more powerful and Eﬂ"“'
exalted (in rank and cnme) planned, insti-

gated, and directed these dire cajamlugs, and'

mmntamed the system at tmmense cog}, nn;j
truuble-—ihough to what end and from wilat
motives it iz not yet expedlerlt or, mater:_ !
explain.,

Some description of the cnrcumstances )

belongsnecessarily to the i interest of our story,
and concern the de\;elopment of lhe plot.
To continue then. f

.The . frequency of these fires. kept the

whole country in a state of alarm and agmul 4

\distress, reducing numbers-to absolutew xf}
and parahsmg all efforts at mduslry, m-, g

| niany cases, at precaution to repei at!acl;s

from unknown quarters and invisible foes—
whilst some even - dreaded to irrifate; “the
authors of these disasters by oppositiop awhm]:
they thouglit might bie the means of caui

P

their names to be inseribed on the Ixst of tﬁe i

\doomed pnes. BT
‘Oh how dreadful the state of such a coin-
mumty! PRI

Sometlmes in. several d 1ﬁerent quarte,ra qf 1

the horizon, simaltaneousty would . . arisg t}ne

| devastating flames.

So frequeut and gepeml became these cpg.
ﬂagrauolpa, that.at last it was found ne iy
to organize the whole country, and in- gvary
hamlet and village a patrole was appomtﬁd to,

be. kept up during the hours of darkgeas—-— 3

By degrees they bronght him to his sensea,

v 1

whtls& even. during the duy—tm‘e Hle gmp;pnt

3
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= vi‘g”;iance Was enjoined on the plt of every
one {o seek out a clue to.the ‘criminal 3 aji?a
% thé univeradl desolatibn,f and to'be velidy
at dny minote’s wa.mmg to-turm - ont on:ia
ﬂ‘eﬁﬁa{arm S

"No where was there to be found a ualun—

todé guard in a more. efficient -and: mlhtary
condmon than at Brasseuse. '

-, Phis 'is “quite. natural when we: consider
how well qualified was Decadi Robeért for
the station of head of this division of. Wight |
police, to which -post the public. voide had |
called him, and which the anthorities df the|
dlS rict had daly sanctioned:

Yiie old : soldier was in his element and
had ample employment in. drilling hig raw
recriiits, and watching ‘over and directing
(ke precautions agaiust danger, and regulat-
ing ‘the means by which he hoped, eventoal.
ly, 1o surprise ‘an enemy which had, so far;
elu,ded, his vigilance

mmels and patroles had to be instructed
in'their unwonted duty, messengers despatch-
ed 'in- every diréction to gain information,
céﬁ’w‘ey orders, and keep up a commumoa-
tiof With similar ' bodies of rastic-troops in
adlécéut parts, and most particularly must
sectésy be attended to~for general distrust
and suspicion were not the least unpleasant
con%eqnences of the staté of things.

-'Né one knew who might not be the one
to betray the wytch-word and the secret
otders of the night!

**The’ ‘Grange had' been burned to'the

gtound before the company, tinder the com-]

mand of . our friend Decadi: - Robert, had
O'baen formed.. But notw:thstandmg 1t§,pr0x-
imity, the game—kebpor g -house had esoaped,
Here; therefore, it was ‘that the old soldiet
of’ the consulate established - hig ‘head-quar-
tots,"and hither, during the- day, came the
inhdbitants of the country,’in detiwhments,
to: réceive his orders for the ensuing” mgh’es
The house of Pierre Aubin, .which, on,
‘the” occasion’ of the baptisnx ‘of Ph:llberte,
. was s0 resplendent with light, and sc fall:of
. 3gy¢us ‘gound, was silent and dismal 'as the|
‘grave, " Oné lttle larhp aJone sent its feeble

Tays - through the small window:- By ! ‘the |-

“fiickéritip. blazé, of 'the embers ‘ éxpiring on

tl’_ ”‘ﬁfiearth sat'a hwlf‘-clad care«wern IOoking
alel -

0 }mlt was in, disorder," 'her face« wun;

Ter gyes ‘haggard. No 1nte111gen“cemas inf

s'x’ﬁnﬂlijr t}banted in'vain effort at a wong;

Lwere vagite - -and ‘uncennected ! By her side

was:rvacaﬂt cradle, yet the ‘poot. mother

rocked it, with-a' sofry smile, as if the objzet.

- | of héF aiﬁ'ec’mons were rea]iy there in tran-

quil sleep !

This -idiotic weman was the once gay,
intelligent and lovely. Cecilel”. This sad
wreck was the work of that fearful disap-
pearance of her husband, Pierre Aubin,
related in'the first chapter of our tale.
Poor Cécile had: not been in her senses
since that memorable fefe. Philiberte, the:
little babe, was sent to nurse, and- durmg the
day the mother of the unconscious innocent
would pass her time with rt at the nurse’s
cottage, but every evening at nightfall she
worlld retarn homerto see if Pierre had come
back. When the unfortunate worpan found
him not; tliese same words were used : N

“T'miat wait up for my dear Pierre ¥
Nothing would induce her to go to bed:m

She would place herself in a chair beside the
vacant scradle—which it would seem she

imagined to contain ber darling girl-—and
sing to-its fancied occupant, until, overcome
with weariness, she dropt asleep.

- The kmd-beaued neighbors, who had loved
her-from her infancy, took it by turns to
wateh for this’ moment of oblivion of her
sorrows, and seized the opportunity to carry
her gently and plzee her quietly in her own
bed, where every. morning she -would find
herself without question or ‘surprise.
Sometime, however, it happened, in con-
sequence of the confusion and dread that
reigned-around, that the poor harmless maniac
was neglected by these generous women ;
but this, it must be said, was a rare thing.

This mght she was thus unwateled ; and,
as we have sanﬂ, it was indeed a dark and
dreary mght . '

In the outer room was but one mdwldunl
the “only sentinel at headquarters, - It was
oitr old-dequaintance, Nicholas Godard,'the
plough-boy and: jester; whom neither past ex-
perience or present danger had cured of his.
facetions pranks and leve of jokmy. -

ever; séemied to be anything but of an agree-
able or i‘unny nature.

his reach, a: sword was strapped to -his -sidé,
and a gun, which he seeméd to be earrnesth

' ~thibde pupils; and the- swords whlch shewﬁecaq

A

comempﬁmng, rested agams& the avall, «L;J ‘

The present occupation of Nicholas, how- '

A piteh-fork was:in -
> |his’habd{ & heavy axe lay on the floor within
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Courage, as we have already séen, was not
the distinguishing characteristic of this rystic,

and this formidable equipment wasnot enough |

to put him at'ease; yet, to wile away the
time, keep up appearances, and re-assure him:
self, as best he might, Nicholas kept whistling

. the same tune over aud over without cessa-

tion,save the interruption ofa few tremendous
yawns and grunts.

Suddenly this hero hears a rap at the
door.

¢ Wﬁo—wiao—wko——goes there 7* with fal-

. tering voice he faintly murmuted, and takes

refuge beside the gun, presenting his pltch-

- fork.

1t is only I you fool, you! Ttis Jacques
Chanu I’

As soon as Nicholas knew who it was, he
put on a’'bold 188k, brandished ‘his fork ‘and
opened the door o the peasant,

‘I believe I frightened y you, not a little,’ said

- Jacques.

*That is a good joke ! frlghtened me, in-
deed! Say rather how well I acied the part
of a birave soldier.

‘To ndmlratmn, truly I’ was the mockmg
assent.’

Did 1 not speak out boldly and gtuffly, 'T

€an assure you that I 'am' ho chicken-hearted

fellow to be so ecasily scared. You must
have heard my formidable challenge, ¢ Who
goes there I’

‘ Certainly ; having - uncommonly sharp
ears, I confess that I did hear those Warhke
words.’

‘ How strmgely you taik, man! Why, I

~ tell you if the whole band of the incendiaries

were t0 come here and attack me, I would
not % ve way one inch.

hat is perfectly true, Nicholas : for "of |

course your back would be resting against

the wall. You would not retreat. ¥You would|®

hold your ground, or your wall would hold
you. It is all the same.’

Nicholas, finding it impossible to remove
the impression of cowardice which the newly-
arrived evidently aseribed to him," was very
much vexed—for Jacques lived at Fleurines,

not at Brasseuse, and the'tale wonld spread-— :

but, without debatmu the pomt changed the
subject by sayinig,—
‘ Has anything new accurred,’ that you have
comé hete to-night ¥ a
‘No. I had aload to take 1o Brasseuse,

see the crazy woman. What is she llke! AI
have never seen a maniac. - A
This was said with a cuximng leer and an
‘affectation of simplicity. ’

Nicholas Godard shrugged his shoulders

put on’ an air of supermrlty, and pgivihg'a
sound. slap on his visitor’s back, replied,—"
' “You have néver seen a crazy ' body,
Chanu, and don’t- know what a madman is
like ? Why you are a regular know-nothing
A maniac-woman is only oné who has lost
her sefises ;' nothing else is wanting, ‘unless
'she has lost something besides. Vour dedire
to gain knowledge I admire ; good, now you
are gatisfied. -My descnptlon of ‘what' it is
will have to content you ; if not, so mich the
worse. " I-shall not let you see her because
father Decadi Robert has ordered me not,
and I must obey orders, especlally as he is
such a savage, violent man.” '

‘ Plague take the old wretch, with his mahb.
watches and patroles, which he has brought
into fashion,” said Chanu, apparantly satisfied
with the lucid explanatlon given by Nicholas,
1 won't’ say but walking about all mght
with lanterns,’ he continued, is a good thing

'to terrify the' villains who' are ruining ‘the

country with their fires; but sirice'we are fo
have all this! labor, I think the Major ought :
to pay the cost’

* But,’ rejoined Nitholas, ¢ we must all join
in this soldler-work for’ it 1s all of us who
are being burned -out of house and home,

‘and cattle, and everything ; and besidey that,

some people already, you know, have loét
théir lives, too.’
¢ Why, then, are not these vﬂlams aheﬁp

ed, and-an end put to the business, so that
we might sleep at peace.”
"* You think that can be done all’ at once,
you blockhead ?? ;
“No, I know better than that. It is noL to
be done quickly. ‘But I know ‘the reasbn
why no one has been caught,’ said Jacqués
Chanu, with a knowing wink. T

"¢ 'Well, then, if. you are §o cite dnd knmv,
more than other folks, just tell me why« it-fis
so.’
“T dm sure any one mlght guess, itis for
4 véry good reason: -‘Because if is iof want-
ed that they should -be caught: Thewefivs,
they dre allowed to escape, tiw cursed it

: d’zttries"’ P R iF.F:

<1 they Fave h:therto, it is becuuse ndohe

50 I thoajght I'wotld just come over here and

‘carr ¥y ‘hands-oit’ themi when they-dré/dot o
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3 be- fonnd, -and nobody knows who they. are—
. .you must be a proper fool,” . .
. “Not I, indeed,’ replied the peasant of
Fleurines. I am not the fool. You say no
one knows them—how ignorant you must be !
<People may, pretend not to see who is con.
cerned in this horrid incendiarism ; -but they
know well enough., I .could name ome, at
"any rate, if. I chose to speak; .but you have
called me afool ;. besides, that hatd eustomer,
. Decadi, might ruin me if 1 spoke out.’
~..:* Bah! impossible!. You could dono such
-thing. Yet, I don’t.know; perhaps you are
right, said Nicholas Godard, passing at onck
~from sstonishment and positive »dgenial to
~deubt and ready credulity. . L
I tell you it is just as [ have stated.”.

. Yes, indeed,.it-may be, so,’ thoughtfully
Jyeplied Nicholas. ¢ They onght .surely to
have taken one or two.of :the incendiaries.by
.this. time, if 1hey. had really been in earnest.
1£an there be anything underhanded that we
:have not thought of, I wonder.” - -

- .*There iz a name which, if I were,not

.afraid-of. somebody, | could mention as one

-of the terrible gang.’ o
« ¢ Surely you are not afraid of me, your
friend, are you?® . . URTI
.- The look which Jacques Chanu turned and
fixed on the speaker was eloquent .in the ex-

«question. . - - ‘
as continned,— .
', ¢ Well, my.good. fellow, do tell me whom
:you suspect.’ : , o
Lowering his voice, the countryman from
.Fleurines rveplied : ;. S
.;+* My opinion is, that Pierre Aubin is ene
of them. . . N
. 4 Gragious. Heavens! Pierre dubin ¥ .ex-
claimed Nicholas, in utter amazemenf, .
o *Yen, I repeat the name, Pierne Aubin,
Abe gameskeeper of the forest of .Brasseuse!
+Assuredly he is-one of them !, . . .
* Impossible !
w.-*:Not.in the least.
~gdid he go? - . -
¢Fiith, I can’t say.’

.1 © Yau foolishly believe, doubtless, that he
.mas carried off by ghosts, hobgoblins, .of
something or;.another, 'on, the day af the
sbristening. Now 1 believe that.he went
away of his own accord to join the incen-

Srgme, and. served for asufficient reply to this
.. .{Fleurines.”

one, which belief is most reasonable ?’

it; but really, I never thought of it before.’
"¢ Have not all these fires takén place since
then ¥ .
* Yes; that is true. Within the Jast two
months.” . - '
. *Daring all of which time Pierre Aukin
has been missing T
‘Yea’ . -
¢ How comes this 7—and why has thé name,
Pierre, Aubing been heard at every fire, an-
less he was présent, and some one. calling to
‘him o
. “Indeed I cannot say ; butare you sure o*
that?. |
“Yes, every body knows it but you.—
Neither is that all. Perhais yon have not
been informed, that twice have articles, well
known to have belonged to fim, been picked
up negr the burnt houses? ' .

‘] knew it not.’ o
- *That is.it. Did not Campistron, my neigh-
hor, find one of Pierre’s best shoes—ihat he
had on at the christening—last month ? - Yes
he did. And father Decadi gave him a good
roand sum of meney to say nothing about it
‘to any one !—but he told me, for all that—
Also, it iz only three days since Pierre’s hat
was found among the rubbish about'the ruins
of the house that was consumed near

_¢So—-so! It would seem that the old
soldier is in league with the devilisk: incen-
diaries I’ observed Nicholas, quite staggered
with-the new aspect of affairg; ¢ if not, why

.{did he make a secret of his son-in-law’s shoe

been discovered? It must absolutely be the
case.’ S ‘ .

. ¢I do notsay positively,. rejoined Chanu ;
¢ but I think that more improbable things have
happened” =~
“It.ia a preity A
should stay here to guard his house, while he

‘|is.away conniving at those who are burping

Where is ..he_’! Where

‘|sick woman,’ continued Chanu; and he

our qwn houses,’ said Nicholas, indignantly.
¢ Yes, under pretence of taking care of a

added: I should like. to know what for she
shoulil' want to leave her home? I tell
you, it is only a scheme of Ilecadi's to get
rid of one brave man.’ :

‘¢ Perhaps so,) remarked Nicholas ;qugrd,

sdlipgies, .; lu that impossible ? ~ .ask _yon, Ni | quite unsuspiciously.

~¢holps,.so.say; like & sensible map, if.you,axe], Two o'clock struck at this jgngtq;g, and

¢+ Well, I bolieve that you have the best of

joke, “certainly, that we

-sensation he experienced,

of breath with the haste she.had made.
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the voices of Decadi Robert and his detagh-
ment were heard approzching the house.

‘No—no! It is not fire, but rabbery.’ .
* What! you robbed? What can they, haye

Chanu_felt alarmed at his accusation of| stolen from you?

Cecile's father. !

* Goodenight! I must be off? said he ;.

¢ but I advise you not to repeat what I have
been saying to you, or mention my name jn
the mutter, or I will break every hone in your
body, as sote as there is a single bone in it

With this threat, the peasant disappeared.

. Nicholas Godard needed not this denuncia-
tion, to keep him silent, for intuitively he
knew that direful consequences to himself

“would attend his opening his mouth, which
he inwardly determined to keep closed, if
possible, dreading, above ull things, the ange
of Decadi, .

As the'party reached the house,the clown
appearcd at the door, yawning and lazily
stretching his tired limbs.  Ilis listless looks
relieved the mind of the anxious parent, who
thus expressed himself :

* The stupid animal would not have dared
to await my return if arything had happened
to my poor girl.  Nicholas thinks too much
of his ugly carcass, to put himself in my
way when I am justly enraged. No—she
must be safe.’ , :

Thus the good old man reasoned al
and allayed hisg fears, o0,
‘Nicholas made his military salute, more to
show his skill and fine figure, than out of re-
spect to - his superior, who just at that very
instant heard his name called in loud and

piteous tones, at some little distance. He| .

turned with undefined nervousness to see who
at such an hour was calling to him.

It was Genevieve  Morvan, the nurse of
little Philiberte. Her. hair was streaming in
the wind, her arws spread out wildly, and
her whole appearance indicating great dis-
tress,” : S

For a moment, Decadi was thunderstrack ;
he trembled with dismay at the foreboding

i b

exclaimed,— -
‘Is 'your :cottage. on fire? ‘Speak! . Yet
that eannot -be, ;or -else you would. have
brought the baby I’ _ o
- Genevieve:could not speak, she was. so out

As_ he advanced to meet the woman, he

¢ Sacreblen ! Say what is the mat;_er?,y_é_u

Alas, alas) Philiberte.” . o

‘Stolen from your house, my darling !
when 1’ ‘ ' o

¢ 'To-night.’

‘ By whom »

‘I know not.’ .

‘ You must then have gone out and left the
infant alone ¥’ ‘ , .
_ ‘T orly went for a few. minutes to take,a
little drop of ‘brandy to my good man who
was on guard.’ : s

“Wreteh !’ cried Decadi, transported with
rage, and raising his hand involuntarily, as if
to strike her, then recollecting : himself and
checking the violent and disgraceful demon-
stration -+ ¢ We must inquire of all the neigh-
bors.’ : . ‘ o

¢ I have done 50, sobbed the poor womap,
¢ already, and no one has seen or heard apy
thing of the dear babe. . C

* Who could have any interest .in stealing
the child 1’ ‘ FE
- *The fact is,” replied the agitated nurse,
* that not once only, but more than ten timgs
some-one has tried to carry off® Philiberte.”
*Who " . '

‘Her mother,’ ' Lo
when Decadi Robert bounded into the house,

door, and rushed into his daughter's room. |
Cecile had disappeared ! .
This flight of the wife..of Pierre Aubid,.
completely overcame the equanimity of the
old man. . 2 _—
- Why had she fled from a house where.the
tenderest care was bestowed .on. her, if ngt
io rg-join her busband, taking her child with
er? ) L, o L
- In that case, she anust,. of -course, .
where to find him.. How, could u:ﬂef{ﬂ';:
been informed of the game-keeper’s retreat.?
Waould not her craziness have . prevented the
seeret from being imparted to her? N
What if this apparent madness.were. mere-
band heard at every fire? , o s
) Decadi, - inxblyi
himn'in. 2 chaos of hanrowipg-icuﬂjec;m:{f:zg
. We must.leave him: for the present ig this

will drive me.mad. Is _Vttxe.%ch‘iid,_‘(b%qu to

Hardly had the nurse uttereé;th.ese‘ Wﬂf.ﬂ;, -

with a vigorous push burst open the inngr -

ly feigned ? - Why: was the name.of iher hus.

r

-

- These.parplexing siggestions _all, rapi _
| occurred ‘T-Q;the‘m‘lh.@pp%g 2 all.rapidly

distressing perplexity; to relate:.incidents, pf ]
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equal importance and interest which were in
* “ptogress elsewhere, during the period that
the events we have just heen detailing, em.
- braces, and concerning the characters and
‘ seenes ‘with which the reader is partiatly ac-
quainted. o

CHAPTER IX. .

Ir was midnight in the Castle of Gazeran
‘and the wayward, the beautiful Regina, was
alone in her boudoir. Her eyes were appa-
‘rently engaged with the book that lay open

“hefore her ; but an attentive -observer might
have perceived that her thoughts were else-
~whiere. Her elbow lent on the velvet cushion,
_and her pale cheek was sustained by a most
"delicate, white hand. , .

. What makes this imperious dame so pen-
sive and irresolute? : -

Now she rises from her meditations, and,
with ‘quick, varying step, paces up and down
‘the %Egant apartment. Broken sentences
escape from her blanched lips as mow and
then shé pauses™ in her restless walk, and

again and again, in tones of regret and dis-
satisfaction, the word, ¢ To-morrow !’ is re-
peated.” ' :

" Yes, 'the die is cast! Regina has con-

sented to take Honore for her husband, in
lieu of Francois, so fearfully prevented from
comipleting the union, - _
" 'Why'does she persist? The fortune must
‘e retained in the family. She was personally
indiffedent to all the brothers ; but as shehad
promised to be the bride of a Labourdilliere,
she had already been called on to make a
second. choice. Again had the brothers
sworn fo nocept the decision, and remain in
-amity, Antoine, as before, not being included
‘in the compact. : v

Tha heartless ceremony is to take place on

the morrow. Without display or pomp-is it

" 4oibe celebrated : for the recent death of the
formerly chosen otie would render such un-
-sgemly. ' ' .
« "What, then, can it be that thus agitates
"Regina, and causes this burning impatiénce
and feverish enxiety ? , :
-+ Alag! for the future’spouse I—he has no
share in the tender thotghts : they are all for
‘aitother 3 and yet the fool-hardy, unprincipled
-gouple-‘are- about to nite their destiny -—
‘With what a prospect ! : R

'In the course of this deep meditation of

lordly dwelling, Agathd, her discreet waitung»
maid, entered nnbidden. The lady frowned
angrily on her, and the poor girl trembled.
What brings you here, Agatha? was
Regina’s interrogation, ¢ You- know that
when you have been dismissed, and I rotired
to my private boudoir, no one, on any pre-
tence, is permitted to intrude on my privacy.
“Yes, madam, I confesg I am aware of - it/
was the tremulous auswer ; ¢ but excuse me,
I pray you; it was not my fault; I couldnot
help 1t, I assure your ladyship.”
*How so P interrupted Regina, raising
herself to her full height, her attitude being
majestic, haughty, and threatening. ‘
‘What mean you? Has any one dared
presume to control my domestics? Who
can have been so insolent? Name the per-
son, and he shall be punished as he deserves
to be. . .
* Monsieur Honore de Labourdilliere, it
was, madam, who insisted on my informing
you that he Is particularly desirous of seeing
ou.” ’
d Agatha expected that this name would ap-
pease- the anger of the lady; but she was
mistaken. :
Regina was visibly annoyed at the intelli-
gence. Her brow darkened, and she mut-
tered : . o )
‘ He here at this time of night! Tt is im-

not let mé enjoy my last hours of freedom in
peace? Is it not endugh that to-morrow I
shall make him my husband 7 -
After this soltloquy, as it were, Regina,
with’ her accustomed presence of mind,
snatched up one of the unsealed lotters of

seal, and spitefully pitching the others into a
-drawer, said 1o Agatha - '
¢ Show the gentlemen in; but mind you do
not leave the room unless expressly told to
do so by me. Perhaps,’ she added aside,
¢ this will induee him to hurry his departure”’
.+ A minute, and Agatha returned with the
accepted lover. - T
Honore advanced with timid and hypocri-
ticdl manner to meet his affianced cousin.
“Pardon my intrusion, at this late hour,
dear Regina; I am ashamed of my importu-
nity ; but'l particularly wished to speak to
you to-night.” o ] 4
‘T arg ready to listen,” replied the stately

the beautifal and unhappy mistress of this

beauty, pointing, as she spoke, to a chair be-

proper. It is exacting too much. Could he

"her intended, that lny on the table, broke the -
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side her own, -
The indiscreet visitor, instead of accepting

engaged as we are, I thought T might in.. . .
trude this evening, to ask leave to introduce

the offer made—we will confess solely oot of | my companions—my three brothers,~~wha

politeness, and not from any desire to, detain
the nnloved sbridegroom—motioned his ac-
knowledgment, but remained standing.

Regina was delighted : for she concluded
thence, that the visit would be short; so
smiling graciously, she remarked :

= ‘I see I chall not have the pleasure of de-
taining you long at Gazeran to-night.’

1 say not that, dear cousin.’ I had the
honor, on first presenting myself, to mention
that I wished for a short interview with you.’

"~ Apgatha kept her post. ‘

Honore looked at the abigail, and then at
the mistress, expeeting -the dismissal of the
former, which he had not, as yet, the -power
to command.. It was quite plain that the
waiting-maid was a restraint that he wished
removed. But Agatha only laughed in her
sleeve, without budging ; and though Regina
knew very well his meaning, she pretended
not to perceive his drifi, and locked as if she
expected him to explain.

Honore sighed, took her delicate hand, and
pressed it awkwardly to his lips. ’

Regina laughed outright; the gentleman
was disconcerted, )

¢ Well,” said he, € what is there so amusing
that you mock me thus ¢’ '

At the same time, Honore cast a glance at
his figure, as reflected in the splendid glass,
to see if anything, in his well-ordered ap-
parel, was unsuitable or amiss; or if there was
anything ridiculous abont his appearance.

The examination was satisfactory to his
vanity : for he was a nobleJooking man ; but
he caught the reflection of the impertinent
smile of Agatha. Ha! thought he, you shall
walk pretty soon after I shall have beeome
master at Gazeran! ' = o

Honore had retdined the pretty little hand
of Regina during this short interval. She
drew 1t from his amorous grasp, 'saying, play-
fully,—¢ Traly, if you have nothing more
pressing to say, avd only such_ flattering
little gallantries to demonstrate, it would be
as well, methinks, to postpone them till
to-morrow—so now I will wish you good
night.” A

There was no wistaking the lady’s wish
to terminate the visit, nevertheless the cava-
lier replied ; — o T

have accompanied me to your castle.!
- Regina looked surprised, and’ cooly re:’
sponded. ' C
*I am very sorry that they should have
taken this trouble, but at this Mour it is out
of the question for me to receive them? .
“By Jove, Madam, Tam fully sensible of '
my importunity,” persisted Honore, “but T
am bound to tell you that we cannot return
without having held a conference on a renlly,
tmportant subject which has oceasioned this,
inopportune visit.! -
¢ Why cannot your business—since busi-
ness it seems has brought you hither—be.
put off until t6 morrow ¥ o
# To-morrow will be too joyous an ocean.
sion to deal with any thing of so serious, so.
painful 2 nature, a matter, in fact, which it:
is necessaty should precdde the happy cere-
mony of our nuptials,’® . L
At this grave speech Regina’s. counte--
nance became clouded, a vague uneaginess,
pervaded her mind, though she conld not, as
yet, penctrate the motive of this visit, or,
the meaning of these ominous “words. \.Sti'l!,-g
as she spoke not, the intruder continued,— .. .
¢ You see, thergfore, that whilst T regret-
disturbing you, I cannot delay the interview,.
I solicit for my" brothers and myself—-
but I promise to limit it to that only.about:
which it "is ‘strictly essential to come to an,
understanding—and to. that we doubtless,
shall arrive.’ Ly
T!le conclusion of this sentence was -em-
phasized in a manner, and. spoken with:a,
look' which denoted some . hidden meaning...
Regina regarded the speaker with :i"ﬁx,esg
piercing look; but the prudent Honore had,
resumed his .ordinarily smiling ' and , placjd.
expgessieu of countenance—so that the ,0b-4‘
ject of the brothers, in :this unlopked for
visit, was still unsurmised, and she said,— . .
¢ As your business is so pressing apd.im-,
Fortant, why did you not say so sooner, and,
would not have kept my, (so soon to be)
brothers-in-law_so lopg in waiting. . Agatha,;
admit the gentlemen, and then leave us.”, . .
The silence which ensued was embar- -
rassing, and a sinister presentiment qppféQSﬁdf
the imagination of the bride .at this myste..

¢ Pardon e, my fair and dear coulin, bui

rious midnight conference. Prese‘qiiii steps
were heard, and the visitor exclaimed, /s Ei)x,
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tire they. como!

T shall ‘soon know, thotht the anxious|:
lady ; and WIth a forced smile she addressed
the brothers as they entered :—-

“Will you explain, gentlemen, what has|

procured me this honor?’

They looked surprised, for they had taken
it for granted that he whom it most con-
cerned would have explained the purport
of“their visit. They were there not to speak,
but to act.

" Honore was ashamed, yet ﬁndmg him-
self’ called upon to say somethmg in expla-
dation, he made an effort—but his natural
timidity prevented his utterance, and with
. an appealing look to’ his brothers to come
to his aid, he remained silent.

‘Do you know, said Regina, in tones
which she meant to be playfol, but which
betrayed her npervous excitement {caused
by the: terrible alarm which she really felt)

— Do you kmow, my gdbd sirs, that so
much hesitation and mysiery are very alarm-
ing? The affair you come about must be
very unpleasant to speak of —as Honore
dares not utter it! If you, who are men,
have not courage to speak—I begin to fear
that J, being but a mere woman, shall not
have the nerte to listen,’

* James,, who was a blunt-spoken man—a
pan of ‘middle size, with a narrow fore-
head, sntall eyes, his features rendered harsh
by deep marks of small-pox, besides hav-
ing his left cheek scarred by a sabre-cut—
took upon himself to address the lady of
Gazeran,~—

“Why, you see, cousin, it relates to a
very ‘plain matter, a matter of course, and
one which Honore .ought to have mention-
ed to you, himself, since”it is he whom

ypu'are ‘about to marry, and, consequenly,|

whom' it most ' concerns. He, has scruples,
or is afraid to speak, he is bashful—-thnugh
“so near the wedding " this delicacy is folly,
There ought to be an end. to i, and
I' will be plam and candid. I am a free-
spoken ‘man,’

* ¢ Can "any one- overhear . us"’ inquired
Honore, looking uneasily around.

¢ No, it id 1mpossnble-—ecmtmue, T be-
sseech you !’ said Regina with feverish mo-
tion, ‘and addressing James, who aecerd-
ingly proeeeded though in a somewhat
lower tone.

who is here.’

Stunned by this announcement, and speak-
ing as if she had not rightly understood
1Regina ejaculeledﬂ , .
¢ What did you say ?"

“Theé’ prisoner whom you have had here
for two months, we mean,” said William.

¢ Well, what of him? gasped the lady,
supporhr_lg herself with difficulty on the
back of a chair.

aloof, in & cerner, noticed lier. troubled
manner, an® muitered very low—

‘It is as I guessed.

Honore mnow spoke to his betrothed in
his softest tones,—

“Well, my beautiful bride, this man has
been a prisoner long enough; he cannot
remain forever, where we left hlm .

¢ No doubt he is weary of coufinement,’
observed the dwarf with a cruel sneer,

‘In short, I have said it, my fady of
Gazeran—\there must be an end made to
him. * We must finish him.’ brutally blunt-
ed out the former spezker, James.

¢Finish him! What do you mean, gen-

anxiety that it counld not escape the vigi-
lant notice of Antoine. '

-On my soul, I should. think there conld
be no mlstakmg the meaning of these words,
no two ways about ! drily remarked
William.

of this man is an insult to you, Madam.
To us it is an annoyance, and we have
come to remove the cause of embarrass-
ment.—FHe must, die’
Regina shuddered, and exclaimed,—
tDie! It is-murder !’

persuasively modulatmg lns accents—¢ You
need not be frightened, my Iove; you are
not called upon to take any part’in that
which has to- be, or even to know any
thmg about .what takes place. This man,
you have informed us, has dared to insult
you with’ his' love, to persecute you with
his scandalous passmn Your ¢ourage alone
presérved' you from ' being dishonoréed. This
man _deserves to be punished. This man
must not live.” I, who to-morrow shall have
the' felidity of bemg youy hushaqd——l can
not pardon this .man, whose exjstence would

< "'We have ¢ome tospeak ‘about the' mian

v

b6 a continued blasting reproach to me.’

Antoine, the shrewd dwarf, who had stood

tlemen? said. Regina, with such visible

“FYesl” contmued James, ‘the existence

‘Listen to me, dearest, said Honore,
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“Then you have resolved to put him to
death 7" asked Regiva, looking from one to
another of the brothers, who remamed un-
moved.

Jamcs,—not knowing what. to make of
the strange expression of her features, which
Anloine readlly comprehended, ——brusquely
replied,—* Of course, Madam, you will ot
wish him to be taken hence, eh ¥

N6, I would have him remain where yoi,
yourselves, my avengers, placed hlm butI
would have him left alive.’

‘A woman's plan ¥ objected Williarn,
shrugging his shoulders, ¢ Revenge is sweot-
er for bemg prolonged—but you' must be:
content with having énjoyed: that' pleasure
for the lasi two months;
under the circumstances, to contimie’
longer. Once again, | say, there must be
an end to it ‘

‘It is plain,” added the dwarf, in his Im‘!e
‘'shrill, harsh voice, *that each hour of this
man’s life is dangerous to us.’

¢ Lower, brother ! Spedk lower 1" said ‘the
tirnd I-Ionore, fearful that the- terrible con-
versation might, in part, be heard from with-
out, . “Of course it is all settled, and the'
lady of Gazeran will give us the key of the
dungeon. - The game-keeper, I suppcee, ls
still in the same place ¥

At this question a deep blush arose to the
very forehead of the lady, though' none of
them attributed it to the frue cause, °

¢ All that we want is' this” key—the rest’
follows, of course, We should not have
had to tease you with the unpleasant subject;
had ‘you left it with us as we desired. " The'
thing would have. been done by now, and
you would have known néthing * about’ it,’
remarked William with'perfect sang-froid!

Regina shuddered with horror  ag she
. abstractedly regarded the vile wretchee who
apoke, and Honore nervously added— :

* The night is dark, the wind blows'a hur:
ricand, Every body in the castle will ° soon
be asleep, so we heed fear no mlerrupt.lon in
this indispensible. execution. " Besides, the
dingeon is in the othier wing of the castfe
under the grand saloon which is unoeeu-
pied. "

‘Certamly,’ said Antoine, “the old 'din-
geons aré situated on the othér side, Below
this, Madam, I suppose theére aré none 7’

¢ None !” f'alsely affirmed’ Reglha*—-buh her|’

It-is not proper,

©niuptial preperatl(ms!

came over her. ) ' R
“Then every thing ' is favorable, repheﬂ“”
onofe.: ' T

© ¢ Antoine has bheneath his cloak all that'ig*

needed !’ bluntly remarked James! ¢ - <

“ Yes, truly, was the dwarfs-atiswer.

‘lee us the key, then, sister,’ said 'Wiki
liam, * and then adieu until to-morrow: e

Durma these heartless' speechies Repitin”
hid  Etood in silence, with'* het- fiice averted.
Ridising her head’ from' her hands” she rmw
said, with affected composure,— C T

“You are right! ‘Tt miist'be ended ! i'ar-
don my hesitation, T was unprepared for this*
térrible’ eonclusmn(- but 1 seé, now, that there
is no other way for it'to end) ¢ o

Honore—who had biéen rather aTarmed at -
tithe concern’ and urwillingness - whicti' hig’
affianced’ had mamfésted—now breathed *
more freely.

¢ Parbléu ¥ said' William, T- knew &lr fdi“r‘
cousin would prove reesonable, at last? -

* ¢ Yes, gentlemen, ‘continued- R*egma 1

compteliend that prudence, regard for my

reputation, and proper consideration for your
own' safety, require the sacrifice of - his life,
but—* and now she addressed Honore ‘if-
particular—‘ but I “am” superstitious, I' am
but a woman! - I tremhlé-at’ the thoughts of

a murder being''comimitted” on ” the “eéve “of

my wedding, {t Woufd surely brmg dHuck

on our union,’’ -

¢ Meertheless, ke mast die ! smd James!

‘I grant it, bat not’ now————aﬁerwenﬂs'
You have «W&if.ﬁd two months—-—‘wmt une day"
longer.’, . e
“Only one day do - you ask ?' mqmred'
Antoine.
© All eyes were turned on HOnore as-tHe>
oné ‘most’ interested ‘in - the declsron He
looked irresolute. - -~ - - E
Reg,n’miF seeing that with h:m‘ i-ested the\‘

took the hand of her betrothed in her Gwi,
aiu‘ii speakmg w1th bewﬁehmc fendﬁesa, 4he
said;—

* My dear Honore, tO-INOTTOW syou w ilI be
master here:  To-morrow yoiwill becomie:
suﬁerezgn law! Lét not thé Yast act'of my:
pupremie ‘ power, 1w Gdzera, "be the' death:
wirrant of "a' wrétchied man, a ‘prisonier!’
Let e hot assotiife’ t'houghts ef dehthf with:

!.l;‘{ 4 T o,

Antbiné, Who' 'Had‘Wattﬁhe&“ihé“charm&fg

voice was unsteady, and a deddly palendss

with Fuxeyss - aiid sadotiig e eririedl, ks

fate of Pierré ‘Aubin; now, for: the fitst tirke, ' *
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tered to himself—I am sure of it now—she:
loveg the cursed game-keeper of Brasseuse.

] Honore, melted by the endearing tones
_ and soft entreaties of the beautiful  enchan-
tress, was unable 1o resist her. Laying his
hand gallantly on his heart, and bowing
mest politely, he rephed —

¢ Regma, my love, since yon wish it, we
will wait. I cannot refuse you auythmg.

¢ We.will wait until fo-morrow I’ interposed.
Aantoine, desirous of ﬁxing a term for the
respite.

< Until  to-morraw ' was echoed by the
others,

* Until to-morrow, adzeu, gentlemen, said
Regma dismissing them.

. As.the brothers were successwely passing
out, Honore, who lingered behind, took the
fair one’s hand, which this time was not
withdrawn from his impassioned grasp. She
returned the pressure, and with .a tremu-
lousness that well might pass on him for the
emotion of love,

-*'Thanks, my beloved,
night.’

and now gbod

The door closed, and Regina sank exhaust- ‘

ed on the safq
. CHAPTER X.

; SiLENCE reigns within and without the
castle of (Gazeran.. No sounds denote the
presence of waking mortal within .the spa-
cious. walls, Its disconsolate mistress raises
herself from her recambent posture, shakes
off the despairing melancholy in .yhich she
had been plunged since the departure of her
visitors, ;and prepares to put in . execution
" some project that apparently has revwed

. L:eaving the apartment |n which the mo-
mentous conversation, with the Sangumary
braghers ‘had. taken place—Regina went on
tip-toe -inte an inner _room, -and . taking a
small dark . Jantern. from’ out erla box—she
lights it, throws a.goft warmi shawl over her
beuutlfully moulded shoulders of resp]endent,
polish and .charming. whiteness—and . thus
prepared -to- encounter cold, damp and dark-
ness, she descends a private staircase, and
threads her nojseless way through many drea;y.
vaults and dismal passages, until, by, g eir-.
cnitous route, she. reaches a cell s0 skilfally,
constructed. that it needed a perfect. know-
ladge of the location. to:discover it, ‘the én-

trance was 80 artfully concealed in the massive,

masonry of a circalar cOmdar

Arrived at this spot, Regma had to press
her hand on ler heart to still its violent pal-
pitation. Having collected her ideus and

overcome her agitation, she slowly turned 3

key in. the fock and opened the secret door.
- Before following this wonderful creature
lmo the new subterranean 1bode, where a

strange’ "and terrible demgn is leading  her,

we may spare a few words in relation fo the
feudal mansions of those days.

Previous to the revolutlon,-—that is to say
the great and, terrible revolution, in France—
almost every castle’ had a secret hiding-
place, unknown to all . save the head of the
family, a secret refuge doring pertlous times,
not even ' to be revealed to the members of
the household when the storm was over and

peril past—for fear of endangering the secu-
rity of the asylum in case of future need.

Gazeran, of eourse, had its place of re-
fuge, and thls, not long before, had been put
in requisition to shelter and conceal the
Abbe de Labourdilliere, . and also its late
master, during the days of terror and bloody
persecution, But it was not until her uncle
was. at the point of death, in Italy—that
Regina was informed of this secret vault—

land then pot becanse the dying .man was

apprehenswe of a recurrence of those tur-
bulent and dangerous times—but because he
had there deposited. large sums of money

and some very valuable jewels, which he’

desired her to possess.

This ‘secret spot it was which Regma was
now about t6 enter alone. and in_the solemn
hours of night. It was not in the wing of
the. ca,sﬂe spoken of as the place where
Pierre Aubin had, been immured by the
brothers, but deep down - below the apart-
ment in which the conference, had been
held

The treasures had been removed to some
othey place of safe-keeping—it . was no
longer a desned refuge, an ark of hope and

security—it was the prisop of the game-’

keeper of Brasseuse‘
arned by .instinet that Pierre's, life
would be' in danger if Teft at the mercy of

those who had placed him it her power,
althongh she.was not aware of their relauon-'

ship or their personal | enmity to him, she
could not, test until she had removed hxm to

this place, the exnstence of whlch was known'

only to herself‘

. realise.

REGINA,

Strange are the contradictions of passion.
How mexpllcable are the conﬂmung feelings
of o woman's heart!.

Although Regina kept Pierre.Aubin an,

unwilling c'aptlve, a sufferer, in misery, and

in her power, near her, literally beneath her-

feet, bocau-e she hoped in time, to vrmqulsh
his co]dness and disdain—yet she repulsed
with horror the thought of a termination to
the sorrows of her prlsoner, by ‘a saudden
and violert death,

In the delmum of her mad passmn for|

him sh. would have been puzzled to pro-
nounce, whether she would rather that
Pierre Aubin were dead or at liverty, they
seemed to her almost alike terrible dooms.

Bometime previous to the night in ques-
tion-—when the brothers had demanded the
immediate destruction of the game-keeper—
Regina had resolved to devise spme strata-
gem by -which to induce Pierre to follow her
voluntarily from where he then was, at the
opposite extremity of the under-ground pas-
sages, to his present place of confinement.

It was easy to determine that no time
must be lost in placing him ' beyond the
reach of his captors, and her . supposed
avengers—but how to get him there without
aid, and, being unshackled, without risk to
herself taxed her lmagmatlon and ingenuity
to the utmost.

Many a plan, which at first seemed feasi-
ble, on reflection ghe’ found .impossible to
But bent on the thing—with the
indomitable will of a woman—shie gave her
brains no respite till she hit upon @n ‘expe-
dient so simple that she wondered at mot
having thought of it sooner.

Imagine the poor prisoner’s astonishment
when, one night, he saw the proud and beau-

" teous Regina de Gazeran descend into his

gloomy vault!.
Instead of tauntmg him, as be. expecteﬂ

the fair, though vile temptress entreated his
.forgweness for_all that he had endured,
which she said she had shared with himi, for 7

in all his suﬂ"ermgs her ' loving woman’s

- heart had participated.. Regret, repentence,

sympathy, she expressed to her victimg in
plaissible and persuasive teris, dnd;with a
sweet and touching voice. She ehded her

protestations by. oﬂ'ermg to prove the trath of|

them by setting him frea ! By resformg
&zm at once to light and lLiberty I’
At mt.elllgence 80 unlooked’ for Plerre

was amagzed and almost stupified, yet, he'
gazed on the lovely vision with mcreduﬁt;(

|then pressing. his ‘temples with bof.h

hands, he exclaimed wildly,— . "

*Ts it possible ¢ I must be dreammgr I,

cannot rightly have undetstood g
"¢ Indeed, Pierre, you have understood | 0 .

.f What? leerty at your kands, my la&'y
of Gazeran! From you, the stithor of all
my misery? "Oh, T cannot,believe you ¥ -
¢ Behold the proof of my sincerity !
‘With these words the' lady unlooséd his
fetters,

Pierre no longer doubted her good inten-
tions, and, beside himself, with surprize and
oy, he exclalmed in rapturous dellght,—s o

¢ Oh, gracious heaven be praised! 1 shall
then see my dear wife and the sweet Phili--
befte once more ' -

Such were his first thoughts and words._
How sadly the allusiun to these fond o
sounded to the ears of the’ mfatuated Rlegi-
na! But she spoke not her feelings though
they appeared.  Pierre, therefore, began [y
regret causing sorrow to his dehverer, for he
now thbught she was not a vo]untary accoms
plice with those who had ensuared’ him.
He knew not even that he was at Gazeran
Castle, it was quite as probahle he mlght be
in Valganest. X

¢ Follow me,’ said Reginaafter an mstant’ ’
pause,  Slowly only could “he move Tis °
limbs, crippled by the compression of ihe
galling fetters, but he obeyed his fair giide
who,—with a lantern in her hand, her neck
stretched out and appéaring to be ]lstamng
anxiously at each turn in the damp dismal’
passages—took the lead, trembling in rea ity
for the issue of her venturous experiment. .

Pietre Aubin, seeing the lady thus- watche

ful and anzious, mlght well be decewed

His feelings became softened, his hatred
towards his persecutress rapldiy diminishéd
as he advanced, under her gmdance, towards
l’zberatwn. T ‘

Tt appeared ‘to him that Regina eouldf
not have been concerned i in this last oufrag

which had torn’him from "his’ farnily, nd
that hid aristocratic brothers, alone had been

the cause of his 1mpnsoumem in the horrid
dungeon from whlgh he hid just el‘ner ed
Suddenly, when they had reached
steps of the stoné stait-cdse that led f& ﬂ:e
secret prason—asylwm, Regma nttered & faim

ory of terror, and drew back as lf' ,aiar“ o
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We are-lost! Somié one is. cbﬁii’ti’g !i she,

sttmmqred
- How dreadful ¥ smd the really fnghiened

Pierre. Then after listening a. moment with'

breathless eagemess, he added,—

‘No, it is ‘only the wmd! I hear no
one !

<1 tell you rome one is commg Alas,
they must have dlscovered our flight I’

“Who?

* Those who carned you off’

Tt was nut by your orders, then, Mad-

am ¢!

1 was obhged to permit it, but it was not
my wish. - I am at their castle

* At Valganest ¥’

_*Yes, at Valganest,’ she boldly affirmed.
“How eame you here, yourself, Madam ¥’
Instead of replying, Regina pretended
fresh alarm.

“They are coming, 1 am sure.
way, until the danger is past.
only chance.’

‘As the artful woman said this she pointed
in the direction she wished him to take, and

Fly that
it is your

B Plerre, misled by her well-acted terror,-did

as he was desxred

‘Go ¢ on,’ said she, ‘I will wait a moment
to listen whether they have hlt upon our
track.”

Soon she was ﬂymg ‘after hlm Agony
was in her voice, as on reachmg him she
exclalmed —_

Py qulcker, they are at hand. 1 would

have saved you! They will not spare me'

now! It is over with us both ¥

“Tliere- was such, ai appearance of sin-
cer;ty ini the defivery of this' speéch, and the
voices and, footsteps of the two. fagitives
reverberated with so confused and échoing.a
sound, that it was, not’ hard to 1magme<
oneself pursued

ran o0 at hazard, until - passing throug?x the

- entrance of the mysterious retreqt, “he met’
. wlth an obstacle——a wall,’

T'hat instdut the door,. through which he

ha‘ nsu%pmlousiy passed wag shut and_

douhle-‘locked !

Regma was now sure of havmg her prey |
within “her’ powey, and clambermg up the

rough stone wall, “with - marvelious’ agility she |
ggc,hed, thé | iron w:cket, klmfdmg on, by
wingh she' sa@ to her prisomer i "

"“Oh, Pierre Aabin, should T not havél

been mad to have set you free, when you.
. Ehought e ‘kind énough to do s, since your
rst thoughts and words were of another?”

Truly should 1 have been foolish to permit
you t6 Jearn from other lips than mine—ihat
you are not at Valganest, but at Gazeran.?

Then to giveé her conduct the color of a

recent. change of intention, she'continued,—
‘Happt]y your ingratitude opened my
eyes, in time, to the imprudence which T
was about to commit.
are you in my power, obdurate than I
Confounded by this hold decepnnn and

fallen from such bright hopes to'the depth of

despair, the wretched man was, at first,
unable to move -or speak He was over-
whelmed by this apparent refinement on

cruelty—ralsmg ‘hopes purposely to disap-.

point them, and that with no visible motive—

for Regma w;thheld the fact that this change-

of prison would, at least, secure him from
the attempts-of others on his life, ‘
As soon as the unfortunate Pierre rocov

ered from thie first “ shock, he used his now’
unmanacled llmba in v:olent efforts to burst
the door—but it resisted all his power. Fu-

rious at his lmpotence to escape, he voeife-

rated atorretit ‘of invectives on hlS tormenter ‘

and betrayer.

To which the only reply she vouchsafed
was—
* ¢ Pierre, you. may one day 'learn thit 1

spoke but the truth in saymg that T came to

save you!*
Regina t then thhdrew the captive watch-
ing’ het’ réfiring figure (through the key-
hole) until the closing of a second door,
which was at the end of the cumdor, ex-
cludéd him from the rest of, his species.
‘'We have thus' seen how the game-keeper
had exchanged one dungeon for another,

‘| where he had languished ever since, seeing
Ghuided by the light of 'the lanterti, Pietre

the fice of no living creature, not_even that

of "his.-beautiful *jailor, who attended daily,

transmntmg bis food through the i iron wick-
&l a8 shie dared pot open the door, and for a

momh had he -ever, on” these occasions, .

Wmamtamed' a sallen sn!ence
Tt was ‘to’ thls asylum and, to visit the

doom id, prisoner, for thée last time, that

Regma adventiired on the ebe of her br idal;

Thls ‘detérmined woman Had settled in

iher own' iind, How to act accordlng to
swhichever. alternifive ' the’ "chptive” might
.clicose to adopt ‘She had ‘closed all the

Now, and forever

. hearing me.

REGINA.

doors behind her, s usual, execept the last,

that already spoken. of at’ the end of the|
© eorridor. :
was not counterfeit—even, she trembled, at

On this occasion her agitation

the possibility that Pierre might refuse her
offer, knowing the fatal consequence—his
mtended tmmediate destruction. She felt
that sho had need of all her indomitable
gpirit, to sustain her in this trying houar.

No sound could the agitated womdn de~
tect by placing her ear to the door of his
cell! Silence reigned as in the grave!

‘Pierre ! Pierre ! she crled, in her sweet-
£st and most impassiched accents,

No answer was returned.

Regina was alarmed at the complete ab-
sence of all movement or sound within,
Clambering up to the wicket, by help of the
irregularity of the damp stones of which the
massive wall was built, she directed the rays
of the lantern, ‘so as to get a view of the
interior before epening the door,

The prisoner was quietly seated  on the
miserable bed in the corner of his cell.

Looking up: he cast a glance of disdain at.

Regina, who exclaimed,—

“Pierre, oh my dear Pierre, why do you
preserve so long a silence—silence to me so
painfull Sull mute ! But you cannot help
This even is a consolation to
me.. Besides, I see you, and I.blush not to
avow that my happiness depends on this
satisfaction.’

- 8iill no reply, and Regina contmued —

‘I would much rather hear your angry
reproaches, than. endure . this .maddening
silence, I suffer as wellzas you. Indéed

"you may believe mel. Your fate is bad

enough, but mine is infinitely worse . 1
know you have lost confidence in.my pro-
fessions—Dbecause you belleve I have afready
once betrayed you. But whether you believe

. me or not, I assure - you, with sacred truth,

that to thxs forced treachery you owe your|
lfemfor your abductors wiuld haye muyr-
dered you.
this instant, be alwe' -I only &eceived An
order to save you ’

~Regina expeoted that th!s declaratlon
woild have produced some effect in “her

favor, and . to observe, if possible, what. sort
of feeling her touchm ,address - had-.pre-
_ducedy, 'she peered intently throughs the-

grated aperture..
Pierre merely shrugged hlB shoulders, and

But for me you would not, at.

tumed away his head contemptuously .

_¢Oh, buf this - is dreadful! e will no;;
listen to me! - He .does not believe, mel:
How shall I gain credit for my assertions?!’
Plerre, I swear, by every thing that is sacred.
in Heaven or upon ecarth, that but for 1y
protection; which you. despise—this very
night you would kave been murdered. :

*No, not so¥ replied he. ‘To do-that
they must have caught me nappmg,--—-anﬂ
‘this night I'could not sleep! There isno -
sleep for me !> - _ ‘

- Without noticing the ironical tone of thesg
wards, and their ambignouns sense, Regina,
too happy to think of aught else, criad out,
| joyfully,—

. Thank goodness I hear you speak . once
mare! No, Pierre, they cannot kill you,
for-I will not have it so. I'will guard your
life, for it is more precious to me than my,
own existence. You are my property—iiy,

‘| treasure—and to none but to me shall youm

belong, Who, in Gazerim, can flad you
here? No living' soul but myself is ac-
quainted . with the entrance to the passage
which - leads to this- retreat which' none suss
pect, It'was for- tlns cause thatI bmughg
you hither. .. .

I tell you but the truth, P;err » when'T
say, that to-night, as. they pronounced your
death-warrant,.a shulder passed over me,

been pomted at ‘my own heart at thal very
time.’.
- ‘Jowe. you thanks r replled ‘the game‘
keeper, with bitter. disdain in' his accents,
| undeistand your heurt. ar: ought to.do-sp
by this time, | should; “think ! Is it 'not be.
cause you desire 1o monopollze the privilege
‘of . tormenting and mjurmg me, yourself;
‘kind Madam ¥ .

" iNo, I would that you should Tive f(m‘
me—as 1 would wﬂlmgly live solely " fo;
you .
It now beeame necessary for, Regma}tg
descend from .her-.pacomiortable. positfon,

| for she held on to the iron. bars. until her

hands were blistered, and her feet  Were sotg
‘and cramped by béeing wedged in the inters
stices of.: the,stone-wall.: She .. could: no
]onger .sge . the. prisoner, but .she_enizeatad
‘him to give .heed ,to. her, words—for. mw;h,a
she said, it. concerned. them: both.. .

~ “Nine days ago—Heaven pumshed one of

‘and I trembled from head to foot. Ifelt ]
| more horror than had all of their daggers
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your enemies, Pierre. "Nine days ago the
pavilion at Valganest caught fire, was burnt
to the ground, and Fiancois de Labourd:l—
here perished amid the ruins I’

%“Theh may my brother be pardoned in
the-hext world for the sins he’ commltted n
this I’ enid Pierre Aubin.

“ “Your brother?’ exclaimed Regina in sur-
prise. .

lady resumed,—

“¢It was in the mldst of a brilliant fete
that the accident occurred. I 'was to have
been the bride of him who was thus sud-
denly Jaunched into- eternity. We were
met for the betrothal,. His death set me
free once more ¥

t What signifies that to me 1 she hesird
linr mutter, but she continued,—

i Although wearied by incessant importu-
nity; T had accepted him, my heart remamed
true alone {o thee.’

A mockmg laugh grated h&rsh]y on the
speaker’s ear, still she persevered,—
Byt ithis liberty which I had gladly
greeted, and had hoped a'ways to preserve—
the  like” 1mp0rtumt1es are about to deptive
fie of. ' To-morrow must I marry Honore I

‘So be it,” growled Pierre. ¢80 be it.
Thits - ‘miartiage  will Justly and severely
ﬁtimsh anothér of tne fratricides.’

i« *What mean you~ by this fmtemﬁty ?
b . inquired Regina, but the pnsoner relapsed
into taclturmty

"Time ‘was .rapidly bringing nearer the
weddmg-day, but a.few more hours - re-
mained,”-during which the destiny of the
reluctant bride was under her control—and
she hadt not yet brought Pierre to the pitch
she desired—she resumed,—

“#4f to-morrow 1 espouse Honore (to whor
I ‘arh totally indifferent) Zo-morrow must T
deliver you up to him and his brothers—for
Ihave promised, that'the day of our union
shall be that of your' c%gatk P

“You will not giveé'me up to them !’ re-
plied the' game-keeper, and his voice was
not only confident but defying.

- Regina did not notice the strange tone of
the remark, she only thought he had guessed
her siteaning,

- Oh, Pierre! At last. you comprehend
what T-am capable ‘of doing to save you
from their fury |+ “Since  you can forosee iy
meanmg, my prayers will not be in vain;

Y

‘Hfor your disappearance, ete.
The captive relapsed mto s:Ience, and the_

and you will- calmly hearken to’ what [ have
‘to say ¥
To this there was no response, no assent,

|and the wilful woman was forced to proceed,

for time was all-important.

¢ After what has taken place yom cannot
mike your appearance at Brasseuse any
more—for they would expect you to account
This. secret
must be confined te those who, along, know
it. Now, those who have lost you must
never see you again. This is clearly a mat-
ter of iinperative necessny I repeat, gyou
can never see them again.

To this Pierre replied, in the same sneer-
ing tone :—-

¢ If Regina de Gazemn has so decided,
&’eri 50 it must be. If you say I must never
again’ behold those whowr 1 iove, and who
are deploring my loss—surely I must give it
up. How can I strive against your sovereign
power 7’

Aceeptipg this irony as a consent, the lady

‘| continued :—

‘Say but one word; and your sufferings
and ypur  captivity are instantly ended!
One wprd, and your dungeon-door is open-
ed.’ :

“AnR! What asked

is the condition v

Pieste in surprise.

¢ E'hnve given youto understand it already.
You have but'to swear not to show yourseif
in thxs country, or betray what has befallen
ou,’
* And if T kept not my oath?
¢ You would keep it.’

¢ Would you ﬂepend upon an oath under -

my circumstances:’

¢ I should rely on the love which had sur-
rounded you with so much happiness—that
you would not have the heart to' be the

‘death of her! who so ' generously compro-

mised’ herself on your account,’
¢ Compromised! * In'what way ? .

- Delighted at being questioned by the man
whose silence had ' been so intolerable, Re-
gma eagerly replied,—

¢T-will -not" 'marry Honore de Labourdll-

liere—that would be to consént to your rour-,

der. - earinot permit yoy to return to Bras-
seuse—-it would ‘be destruction to myself,
Neither shall you remain a prisoner any
longer lo sink, under the pangs of‘ Ioneh.
ness!.

‘Plerre Aubln, we wxll go hence‘ toge-.

e e ot et TS

reply of the game-keeper:

REGINA.

place.  'We will travel far away, no miatter
into what distant land. I care 1t where it
may be, provided I but enjoy your soelety—
which will secure my utmost happiness,—|
and that we are removed from this place,

< Of my fortune, which is ampte, and will
easily be converted into available funds, you
shall be absolute master,

*I have persecuted you—I wil be your
glave. I will bestow every thing T possess
upon you, and shall love, henceforth, to owe
my all to your generopity. I will forget that
you have despised, insulted, and reviled me.

soul.’
The fire of this violent women's ardent

nature lit up her eyes, and her beauty shone |

with intense brilliancy as she made this dis-
graceful proposition and humiliating confes-
sion—but she had disregarded the proprieties
of life and the dictates of virtue, se shame

and mortification were her natural tﬁougk'

bitter portion!
Severe and cutting was the mdlgnant

¢Oh, madness! oh, vain infatuation!
What mean your pl‘O_]thS of deliverance and
departure ? Do I belong to myself? Dol

love you? Can I ever love you? You|

appear to behold in this world . none but your-

* self and me; you forgét that [ have a loving

and beloved wife, o sweet, innocent babe,
also, whom 1 would tenderly cherish!
© ¢ Wha is your fortune tome? AH that 1

‘require from you, is the restoration of the.

donble treasure of which you have-so barba-
rously deprived me. You are very gracious

- to overlook the evil which- youn have wrought

on me—the terrible, telentless persecution
with which I have been. visited ever since I

have had -the misfortune to be acquainted_

with you.

these thmgs' My ery has gone forth to
Heaven, in whose hands is vengeance—but
memoty, to my dying day, will .present .you

lost woman *

‘ A lost man I’ repeated Regma . agony,,

clenching her hands. and bursting, mto a
torrent of tears. * Ob, it is ungenerous thus
to, taunt me.
sved you !

You saved me? harshly cried Pierre.

I shall almest Togret havmg

‘ther—yes, together must we two leave thml‘ Ancther falsehood, noble ,Regma

-8o you but love me I am yours heart and |

.wztk
‘ Think ' not, however, that I can forget' !

I do
ot believe in your strange, pretended pro-
tection,
owe my life to you. I should be ‘ashamed
to. be indebted to you for my existence.’

¢ Unfortunate madman, exclaimed 'the
noew furious woman, ¢ do you not know that
my blood is boiling, that ‘my btain iz ready
to burst with frenzy—that you. dare thus to
brave me? Remember that I love you, you
are despising me, and I can be fearfully

_a.veng‘ed }

¢ You can do nothing, Regina? said the
prisoner, coldly.”
¢ It is because you know that T love you
to the very depth of weakness, that yom
presume thas to dare me.’

‘1 do not believe that this is Iove, re-
marked Pierre, mcredu]ously

‘This is too bad! You o not even
believe in wy love,’and call me a lost wo-
man! Very well, 1 will. soon force a con-
viction of this truth T will remove all doubts
on this head. . He may despise me, he may
even hate me, but ‘he shall be compelled to
believe me. ,

As Regina ﬁmshed these words she ap-
plied a- key to the door of the cell, 'and
entered to' the surprise of its mmate, Who,
nevertheless, exhibited no stronger emﬂtlon‘
than curiosity. Locking the door she with-
drew the kay, and holding it 'tp. to Pierfe,
she said with 2 solemn and &etermined
tone :—

‘I have told you that no lmng person
except_ourselves, knows of this place of
concealment—consequen;lv no. one’. knows
that we two are here, or can find their way
to seek us. You say, Pierre . Aubin, that T
do not love you ; very well! 1 will | give you
the strongest proof to the contrary, by cbm-
ing here t;? be near you, and to dic qf kunger
ot !
aving said this,” Regina de- Gazernn
huried the key through the wicket, and it
fell noisily 'on to ‘the stone ﬂags of fhe

vaulted corridor.
as. vile, - abandoned, treacherous, cruel—-a\ N

CHAPTE’R XI :
We now will revert to the four anstocrat

‘brothers of the mcarcerated ggme—keepér

who had qpitted Gazeran together aﬁér.the:r
npctqmal interview with Regma o
. These noble . gentlemen proceeded’ at &

slow ppce, discussing the subject uppermost -

|

It is too absurd. No, I' dé ‘not .



REGINA. -

_+in their minds,~~the death of Pierre, Aubin,

__whigh, they congidered a gettled question, the

_only. matter for, oonsnderauon hemg the.mode
~of déstruction..

* 'What need of all four ¢f us to ,settle one

_poor wretch., who must be feeble enough by
.confinement, to be angbleto cope with one,
antagomst even if he.were free from his fet-

ters,” remarked James.

- ‘Certainly ; and it concerns Honoré most

- of 3l said William.

‘ True ‘replied the intended spouse of the,

Lady of Gazeran “True; it is for me to
avenge the insu't offered by this man to. my

bride, yet.1 see no need of violent megsures

‘when simples, that cause: no resistance or
'bloodshed will be’ equally eﬂieaeious. [4}]
need np mmstanoe, and will amhounce the
fact whien all is.over.

_ Mhese three speakers beheved the tale
whtch Regina had told them respecting the
Jprisoner, but not so. Antoine,

. The unhappy dwarf had taken no part - id

,ﬂle oonwrsalmn, but rode along in s:lence,
.brooding over the scene 'he’ had Jately wit-
nessed.

... Bmarting under the pangs of unreqmted
. Jove, and burning with rage and Jealousy,hls
_heart’ had diviued the. worklng of pa.selon in]
“Regipa. ‘

- Plain tohim was the molwe that causéd
hermplead for delay in_the execution ,of
- Beath. Indlﬁ'erence had veiled from dthers
“that which was plainly visibleto him,—the
. love that Regina cherished for Pierre, her
" captive lover.

-Goaded by this maddenmg convmtlon, his
l;orse s flanks had at each feverish 1mpulse
~ heein gored by his, spurrod heels ~uptil the

, poor animal becnme wild wnth pam and
13ge.’

The r:der was qulte uncbnscnous of the
Wrritation he was causing, untll the nbb!e
beast,,}ga}led ‘past endurance, reafed up,
;plunged and snorted, and sudden!y sgrang
hlmdiy forward', and rushed headlong thto
the forest. .

imminent, for ;he ﬁer_y eoureer was ungov—
_ernable inhis madness,
‘, The ‘dwarf uttered one, cry for ald, ,as be‘
ast his, brothers.
g:‘he ‘appeal was ziot in vain, “For the only
redeeming quahtws in them was thelr ,gﬁee-

tlon for each other

- Fhimself, he would ‘ot
' btothers’havmg sacrificed the old man to their

. Ere loiig they mianaged |

to arrest the career of the frightened steed
and its rider.

‘But this acoldental race had.taken them
out of the beaten track .and -in an opposite
direction t¢ Valganest.

rest themselves and their horges, also to dis-

.cover whereabouts “in \the forest they then
 were. '

¢ It seems to me thal we are net far from

Haut-Montel,’-said James.

¢ Then let.us go at ence to Haut-Montel,’
said.one-and all; for the idea that this men-
tion of the former residence of their.father—
known .as :Mujor Seignerollesysuggested,
was ipstantaneously shared by all of them.

‘ Yes,’ said the dwarf, *accident has fa-

vored the design.which we have so long en-

tertained. of searching the deserted dweliing

.of the Major.

“* Right,” continued Honore. ¢ No one now
yig.likely to-be prowling around. The vigil-
| ance of the patrol is directed to.another quar-
ter,’and we may nover have a better oppor-
tunity of getting poesession’ of . the money

-which we have every reason to believe is con-

cealed semewhere on the- premls=s. We have
delayed .onr search long enough notlung now

Ineed prevent s’

‘8o saying, the brothers moumed the:r

'horees, and in less-than half an hour reached

the deserted mangion. -

It will, doubtless, be ‘freshin the reoollee-
tion of 1he reader that Etienne de Labourdll-
liere had once offered the sum of two han.

| dred thousand franes to the otd Marquis, his

fither, which had been scornfully vefused.—
Thi# kiis séns hdd- never forgotten, They
had riet been able’ 'to' learn from him, during
his residence &t -Valganest, where thrs st
was deposited, as he positively refused’ any
sich information until they should agree to
récognise Pierre as a brother, and volumarily
provlde for him-gut of that sum.

“T'his ‘eccentric - way of disposing of 'that
whichhé was at liberty to have distributed
eviate “from, 'and the

rage, they had sibsequéntly ‘comé to'the con-
clusion that the lreasure must be concealed
W Haut Montel.

“To this place they had hitherio been pre.

vented from going, begause they had no os-

tensiblé motive for going openly, ‘and clan-
destme;y they foared  to ventnre while ru-

It was necessary to’
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*who left such &
+ could be so'stingy as to have used up every

light.

. REGINA. 67

it

" mors were rife against them on so ‘many

grounds,

It was not difficult to scale the outer wall
and gain admittance to the dwelling which
they had never entered but once; which was
ot the memorable evening when the singutar
proposition of their father was made known
to them.

¢ Here we are; and there is time- enough
before daylight for us to make a. thomugh
rummage in eycry nook and corner—but
what are we to do for a light1—it is pjtch-
dark within,’ suid Antoine.

1t cannot be, replied Honore, *that he
& sum of money behind him

bit of candie in the house, or. carried off the
last match; and if the old woman has. pot
stolen it, there surely ought to be a tmder-
box snmewhere.

This seemed plausible, so they desc ended
to the kitchen, and began groping about to
discover, by feeling, the means of strixing a
As Antoine was stretching up to the

¢himney-piece, the toe of his hoot happened
1o touch the ashes on- the heax;h -and dis-
covered some live coals:  The brothers, were
amazed and stariled at this phenomengn.
James laid his hand on the ashes—~they were
hot Trembmg all over, at this discovery,
Honore said, *some one must inhabit this
house at the present time—and yet it was
but yesterddy that Bartholomew assured us
that it had been vacant ever since the disap-
pearance of the Major, which we know is
more than a year.

‘ We shall soon ascertain, for certam for
prudence demands that we search every room
above and below, to discover whether there
is any one in the house besides ourselves,’
firmly spoke William, )

* What - if we should encounter a stran-
ger ¥’

¢ No matter, we must say that we have|

lost our wey, and are seeking shelter uniil

- morning’

This point settled, there'was no dlﬂiculty

Jin kindling a blaze, by the light of which

they discovered a piece of a' candle, and
then they commenced a regular,, but  unsuc-
eessful, research. for ¢he iwo hnndred thouy
eand francs.

+ I vain they. sounded ‘the, wal]s and peered

-into every place. capable,.or: likely to con-

| ashes 'retam heat for a year

‘tion. What motive coul

inhabitant, .. Saving the glowing embers,
everything betokened that the place: hud
long heen, and ~stil remamed altogether
enmhablted )

“We.are sfone in the House ! eald James.

"¢And yet,, replied Honore, ©somé one
must haye been’ here, and that lately, for the .
fire could, not have kindled 'itself~—or ' the
To 'believe
that would’ be to- gwe credit to fdlry-tdles.

“Or . to Dbelieve .in ghosts,” murmured
Honore, with a singular expression ‘of voice.

He w:ehed to appear brave and qceptmnl
whilst, in reality, he was a coward,

An'gome had been .silent and thoughtful :
for some Jmoments, apparently absorbed in
unpleasam reflection. He was, in’ truth
passing in review all that ocenrred in the
late visit to Regina, and the belief ‘that they
had been' iiposed on by the beautiful-lady-of
the castle, was rapidly’ gnining strength. nnd
shape. Suddenly he exclaimed,~ _~

“Gentlemen, 'we have been dupedt [
would lay my Tife on it! OQur- sister-in-law,
that is to be, has décewed us ! Pierre Anbin,
you may depend on it, is no longer at Gaze- :
ran !’

The brothe s cou]d n 3 credit this’ ahse?-

Regma’ havefor
doing s0? 'This they thoughi, and to thls
effect they expressed themsélves, : :

*Blind must you be:not to see that’ .rshe
‘madly loves the game-kéeper.. Each look

Land word betrayed her, and yet -yow sus-

pected it not.’ - 'Bo spoke the dwarf, . ..

¢ Can. it be possible ¥, exclaimed the: mﬂlg-
naiit” bridegroom. *“The queeuon &t pres-
ent,” ‘continued Antoine, ‘is. not how this
affects you individually, brother ; we must
only consider how to discover. what has he-

| come of: the wretoh whom- you spared, why

L know net, when it would have been 80 easy
to have settled him. for ever I
«But,’; inquired William, whose ;magma- '

tlon was not : ;qulek. enongh at once, Lo seu.e
the circumstances-that had brought Antoine
go speedily to a conclusion—* but what: e~
son, have-you for asserting. t,hat P:erreu}nbm
is no longer a prisoner at Gazeran? ., o

¢One_ is, that. on. no other suppo‘uuon
ean 1 siceount for her unw:lhngness tn per-
mit us, af onceg, to execute a. _]ud ient in
which, ostenmbly, she acquiesced. * "Afiother,
that no one but Pierre could have beefi lger%

cenl the missing treasure or a mgateuous

where he,’ doubtless knew . he ehould ﬁnd
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= -REGINA.

No one,. except him qnd us,

N

the. treasure,
had any mterest in coming here.’
¢Too true !’ gloom:fy respondeq -thé others,
¢ Byt before saying. any thing to Regiun
on the sibject,’ interposed Honore, ¢ jt would |
be wali to make sure, positively, that the
man’ is actually 'no longer in his dungeon,

We have yetetwo hours to day-lrght and

Gagzeran is but three quarters of a’ league

istant hence~—T0 horse—-To Gazeran.

S:lence _agiin reigned within the deserted
rooms, as the excited party rode rapidly
back to the castle they had visited once
before on this eventful night. ‘

The ashes were still hot on the forsaken
hearth ‘how  they became so remained a
mystery'

. Well did the brothers remember the vari-
ous - turnings and windings, which Regina
had directed them how to follow, beneath
the inhabited part of the castle, in order to
reach .the dungeon-vaults where they were
to deposit the unhappy victim—the- game-
keeper—on the occasion of their carrying
him off—and easily did they force admittance,
for what scruples could they “have about
. scaling “a wall or forcing locks, who had
none in taking the life of a fellow-creature,
and he, moreover, the beloved son of theit
. father 7 .

‘We have seen that the lady had refused
thein the keys of the three intervening doors,
but these obstacles deterred them not, each
successively gave way to their united eﬁ'ori,s
and ‘the brothers  reached the corridor. that
led to the original dungeon of Pierre ‘Aubin.
Here . there was no lock to force~~the door

was. open-—the flag-stone’ dlsplaced—-the .

prlson—vautt empty t -

* James and ‘William uttered exclamations
‘of rage. Honore became 'pale and speech-
less with mortification and' 'jealousy.

'As fo Antcine -he spake not.a word
but” immediately Jet himself. down into the
yawning tomb. He determmed to make
‘sute of the worst,
CeWell?? eagerly cal]ed hls brothers from
above :

“No ong. 15 here" was the instant repiy
7"then come up Antoine,’ they " said,
smetchmg down their arms to asmst hxs
ascent.

The dwarf was “ahout to comply, when

- Have you made any. ducovery? What
isit??t

‘Perhaps so—but wait I say~—we shall
soon see:’

“The light vamshed and the fignre of
Antoine disappeared ‘from the view of the
three brothers, -

Twice the impatient and astomshed Ho-
nore” called for the dwarf—but no answer
was returned, and they, all, were at a lose to
accouit for this strange disappearance. ‘
“We must follow lest any mischance befall
him,’ cried James, leaping down into the
lower vault, and his brothers followed his
example. The darkness-did not admit their
distinguishing any object, but they felt
around the damp walls -of the six -feet
square, dungeon—-over the rugged floor and
across the empty space. .

Honore speedily remarked, that the air,
instead of only coming down from above,
blew on hid-cheek from one side,

‘Having their attention turned to this Tittle
cirenmstance, the rest agreed that so it was,
Let us leave thgm—ito 'seek an explana-
tion of this current of air, and the sudden
disappearance of Antoine—and return. - to
those whom we left in circumstances so
pen]ous and seemmgly despornte.

CHAPTER XIL,

Tug Lady of Gazeran and the game-keep-

er of the forest of Brasseuse werg alone and
tocked up in the most secret dungeons of the
Castle, at the very time whilst the aristocrat
brothers were exploring the deserted cell in
which-they had deposited their vietim.
In the delirivm of her passion, the beauti-
ful mistress of great wealth, vast possessions,
and high rank, was here self-immolated, and
willing to resign all these coveted enJoyments
to prove the truth and foree of her questioned
love!

quivering with the excitement of her fell re-
solve, ~ Hé must be-convinced, thought. she,

[shall I not die a lingering death 1o prove my’

sinerity’ and devotedness? Nevertheless,
she felt 'a momentary happmess in view of the
sacrifice she was making.

"It was o matter o
Ragina, that Pierre manifested no sign of ap-

su&denly o 'shouted—* Wait.?

LY

prehensmn at the niomient when not the most

‘Proudly she cast a look of lovo and pride '
on her stoical companion, and she was’ still.

no little wonder to ‘

' vam.shed

- afid HEFavored fentures of the dwitf, -

HEODING

feenlé ifﬁy of h(npe appea:recf to exist, euher

v himself* or for her : a8 they were’ ‘enclosed|
fid rétreat urknown to every ene, and ﬁ*om
which escape seemed impossible.

. Strack with astonishinént tind aﬁmlratron
at'the Ronian heroisi of the'undaunted manf
Regina said, in tremulous acgentd, =< ¢ ¢

“Pierre, 'tmly you-are brave: and resohite !'

'Thé prisoner lovked" disﬂamfuily at her,

bat presetved silence. =
< ¢Is it possible continued Regma, “that
yon suspect I'have spoken filsely 7 - Do you
think:T have anciher ey ?: No, no, Pierre's
there was but Gne, -and-it is now bbyorid 'outr |
reach. Nobody can pick it up in that corriz|
dor, Itell you, Pierre, we must pensh bei'é
together v

“T'o this, the gamekeeger made no rep!v
and even 1oked widifferent.-

Thén Regina; transported WJth adm!ratlon‘,
and proud of having béstowed her Tove on
one whose sonl was so brave, ‘ékelaimed

“You are, deEd ‘a hef'o 3 ahd Tdo ot
regret dyitg withi yon, and fof you?

A mocking smile’ wal'6n the lips of the
Husband’ of Cecile Robert,: but sud&enly‘f it
the “triumphant "expréssion - gave
plice to a'took of horror { A deddly pates|
ness overspread his livid fssiturés; and hesii|
lently pointed with hig" ﬁnger to t=he iron
wickét above the door. .

There, clinging to the bars wnth hlé ‘Ibng
leahy ‘fingers, was to' be seed the: Tﬁ&liﬁmus

On hemg diséovered, a ferocious' burst‘ of
laughter fescunded in- ‘the vaulted oofi-:dor,
and strack térrorto the heart of the am&zed’
Regina. :

It ‘now’ is “plain 'what - had bécbme of |
Antoire. | He 'Had folloived the -direetion
from whence the current of ‘sir éame; whick
gut hmi on’ the tmck o‘f' the suppose& fugl-
ive,

. Trusting to the strength’uf ‘the- bmer‘&odrs,
or having overlooked: :the’ ‘Eircumstance,
Rupifia ' had- neglected to c¢lose the inter-|
mediite ‘doors” between' the “fifst - and ilie
seconid prison-of Pierre-—the entrance to thd
latter of ‘which wouild neverlhb!ess' hiive Bedt
ufidiseGvarablé had she not, i her- predipi- |
tate tesolve to immure hersélf timitted fo-pel
plice the immovable! ﬂag—stbn‘e it the emraﬁce
to'the setret ém‘; jdér ihat ie’& 1o dhe uimdi?f
ﬁﬁd :uriknown rétidat, " B i

hatpivall

Iheardithe: key"whén €7 felly “bémg m-m‘eu
by voices, and had! chmf)ed gy Tholine
hirﬁfivhom he doubly: hated, as a brothiet und
' Boidy ‘satisfied that! Piotte wis! ga
ieurdly’ ‘c%ﬂughf* and his-fate How tendin, : the
‘dwaﬂ‘ Felt & savige joy,; dnd: hastéiod bk
gnre notice of his dlscovery o

TR rinet: hig' brotheirsﬂaborit hali?fway &‘nd
saying, * Pierre is alive, and still a p'nsomﬁi‘}

| come oir!? e quiékiy Foteased s Btéps, they-

followmg hin - wdnder?ngfsﬂence “Hifhe -
dast: words'of Regina to Pictré were  ttetilt
-ag-they came up to the daoy, and Wert heaid
by all' of ‘the brothers. | sangay ol

No wonder the face of: the game kedpen
blanéhied 'at ‘sight of lis' implaeable foe; nd
at the perspective of instant death but e
fivst - feeling “of ‘dismay — that'* the " brifvbst

‘[ uhder:such eircimistiiices may expérience!fss

an “instant<-fiassed  ber, - Pletre riised Hiy
head Holdly, and: stendily: encoumerad e

: b!‘uﬁl'gaée ‘of “his-wretthied ebemy, v+ wilt

“The prisener : ther Tooked e rchmg!jr 30
the face of Regina, to see wheth qhmwe‘l‘i!
ooﬁcei-ne& in sonve new ploﬁagmnst b
this Hme thie mipressoffs’u?prwe“ troable) dig
miay, and eoticern Wad tdo «ieamzbb:‘dmsw
and he dismissed the suspicion, v '33»‘3
- Bittér weve thd tamnts - which the idbeef,
fromi-his - percir of saftity,’ poufed forthodn

"I bothbf: the‘bageﬂ prisoners; -butishe hé Rl

finished Lis dastardiy: reviling, Hewhs'vo
ly pulled down by Honore, whi: 'tds "k*”!ﬁﬁ

| place at the wiclet; #nd in-faltsring adh%ts

bgie Regma fear nhthmg ol hérse’lf‘ Y
a ““ el .

¢ Antome has mlstaken out givotiVes iy
déar Regidg; in- eon’ﬂhg héfi—l‘!aﬁ! ﬁiﬁ'éi?lg
hiasit T believe- hiri ot Y ou' do o, shsifioty
love this ‘man. knbw you' wust héve m«eﬂeﬁi
come’out of motivés of huinanit %a €6 1610kl -
to “prepare ‘for-His fial hour,  That i hag
b some, T need ardly say; Hor whydlhy
untilt to-mm‘iow ithiat which: can s’ iaStsE
dodenbw? Hta‘iés dristahtly? o
Thus speaking; the ‘intenided -husband o8
Reéging! lefethie widkét, aitd ' the pl‘l*soélers
heard him impatiently and lm‘?fewﬁnﬂlf oail
ot his; broiliers t6° sehireh-for the leey -

Along the reso%h&tﬁéz*dohi&ow Wém‘!hm
the tisavy steps; and * thé light™of 1l ark
haliterii dame and * War repeatédly it divy
mi6ed back ‘and’ fosthi J searehiy; 31&-’”%
V& HaataifoF the miehion “of Hdittidgink 66

CePHie i pasﬁaée ‘be‘il’ig oiﬁeh IAfntame hhﬁ

lTJi? .

tremﬁl'mg{ invaates of the oellyio o pfo eid - ..
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M,Pmne l’ s:ghed REgma ;m 'accemawof .

settled: despmr H o,l;t, Pierre !’ you .bave
expelly: dlsdarned me, repulsed and regecteds
iy loye. . Well! . .Let hatred now: have. its
turn. . Let revenge .be ‘ satisfied. -I cannor
save. you if,L.would ; and coqu 1, even, 1
would not.!
v, Aesaming | hls tone of deﬁance, Plerre re-
“a"'!"" ;o e
2 ST hey, havainot got lw!d Qf me yet 4
Kot a.moment.-afier the ‘captive had said
ﬂns, Regina, thought the- game-keeper, had
ot his .sgnses, from terror, for® he, rushed
like a maduan 1o his bed and bore away the
xpﬁ;u,rass in-his. arme. ‘
1 ddoes he “hope wuh thls feebie baruer to
Isgep dhem out T
1. Cusiolsly. the lady watched his movementay,
and.soon she saw, that the mattrass had cover- |
ad:an orifice which the prigoner; had ; opened
hemeath; burrowmg inthe ground 5 and from
the large pile of, qarth, which.it had. eonceal-
ed, ;gnw;as evldent that muuh work had- been
wpiight. /- :

, wdNow,.at, length, Reama undel:stoqd tha
t;gy%;lhty and; the: raillery - of Pierre -Aubin
whan, she bad spoken of their.certain.. death
together. -

¥ ou see, Reg;na, that I have., ot been
igle,since you,so treacherously cnnveyed me |
hither.: - Thig night [ intended to escape.—
Bp!gﬂn& ﬂag is to be re.mqved and I am-free
ORDaImQ\'e-! N
_ “thlst apaakmg thus in:, an under wne,
a ‘hnd been _preparing to crawl into the

fiole. In an instant, he wis out of alght ben
é«ggth the cefl... | .
,gReg;na ] ﬁrst lmpuisp was to .give the: alarm
s@ thase without; but froma complw,a.non of|,

]

lings, she hesua;ed anql her vpice remaln- .

. gct,;mamculaw, Jin. her xh;oat. ‘8he’was in
dreadful and undefined. agitation ps. she Jisten«
bfeathle:sly by turnsto the brothers: searche
&mg for.ihe fatal key, “and: 10 the noise of ‘the

. efforts made by Pierre ,to, dlslodge t,he;last,
abstacle to escape and ﬁ1g'ht\E N
m“[ﬁhave found. the key——here it 1p
glq.amed Antome o
-James. vmiantly ,.ore 1t from ‘his grasp,‘and

they.all-came up 1o the doots - .« i
#1458 this instant, poor Pierre Aubin,’ Sovered | is holding the door ! ;

- with tdust: and. perspiration,.out of breath;
m3w1tb remotion,,. oveTcome . wuh Jfatigue,
and i» despajr-at his want of bremhito effect

| conviction. of thenr truthfulness.

“:Alas, alas, Regina! I cannot move the
ﬂag* .then he continued, resolutely,— Well,
40 be it.. Let, them come. Let them murder
md’ .

“{ have,the best right to open .the door v
I-Ienore was heard to.say; and he snatched
the key from James.

Ak length the key begms to oreak in the

. | rusty-lock, :. The prisoner is on the verge ‘of
;- | his fate.

Death' is (seemingly). inevitable,
'when, by.a sudden,. mysterious -revulsion of
feelingin the frenzied Regina, she—who had
sought  the riin of her unfortunate victim,
now: whent no. aid from  any other gquarter
could save him-=-resolved. to come to his
rescue herself in this dire extremity. .
‘Take courage, Pierre, I entreat you.—
Take heart; man; and once more try agaln,
Iimplore. I wili delay them.”-

As -thus she _spake,. this . womanm, }ater S0
formidable and relentléss, Joined her hands in
earnest entreaty,

speakmg in. sincerity, or. mockery.
When'the words really proceed from the

trusted her no Jonger.
. With- [enewed hope .and ardor, hie once
more ventures into the marrow putlet, whlch
would lead to safsty-or the grave. :
The key turns again in the lock. Regma,
by 2 suddgn.!_nsplranon throws the mattrass
.ever the: aperture; and exfinguishes, the light.
The rusty.wards have at length been over-
come, the door is unlocked and yel it does
not open.
J * Itanust be held from within,’ said Hﬂnore
*Of course, he is trying to keep us out;
remarked Amome
‘Butwe are four to gne, contm ued J ames: ;

2 tremengons hlow, - .
. It .gave way, bat: instantly re-c]osed

W this effect, c!ambered -up once moré-to the

bars, ,and casting the rays of the laniern on

the mtqnor of the eell, cal!ed out,—
N Plerre is not there ! 1 It is our 00051;1 who

. The last words of the dwarf were unheard
for, pushing with &l their might, they. burt
open the door, upsetting and., bruising. poor

- - his purpose, crept-backwards into the gell. .-

.| Regina de Gazeran, who, as she 1ell almrost

. Pierre, in surpnsé and perplemty, gazed
-| on her suspw;ously, to discover if she was

heatt, they find.a response that carries instant
Plerre dis- .

and with hié powerful fist h_e stmck the door |

Antoine, instead. of lending his ass:qtimcé.

- retorted . the other,helping . bis” brother D
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nenseless, yet murmured,—

+*He has esc.a.pedl They wnll m)t :klﬂ_

him??

"Not  suspeciing thalt Pleh'ge Aubin was
really gone, some little time elupsed in txying
tp revive the fainting lady, who, knowing the
-walue to the fugitive of every moment's de-
lay, was in no haste to recover, . . ..

-Antoine was keeping guard . with, James,
at the door, whilst.the other two were., acou-
pied in the. restoration of the bride. :: Pre-
sently, he thought of raising the Jlantern. ot

take a suryey- of . the place. ;. .

-« Master . Pierre must -have. hld hthelf
under the bed, 1 fagey, for he -is .not to. be
seen;! eried he. - o -

This observation caused Regma to mnve,
in her alarm, on seemg the assaseins put ‘on
the track. . .

¢ 8he is coming to herself T sald Will;am
relinquishing th~ lady altogether to the ‘care
of Honore; ‘let 0s see’ afief hiim.’

“Yes, now for him ¥ said Antoine, who,
‘brave in‘his reliance on his brother’s - ass:st-
ance, and -eager to be the one folay hands on
the hated gamerkeeper, .rushed towards the
prisoner’s bed. Raising.the mattrass, he per-
ceived the excavation beneath, .at which sight
he-uttered a piercing cry; of baffled, rage..

- Like a wild beast entering its den, did - ‘the]
dwarf disappear in the narrow subterranean
passage, ‘but he soon, returped, and angounc-
ed, in tones of disappointed. ham, that there
wag o outlet to the hole, that: he had follow-
edithe passage nftil farther progress was ob-
structed by a large flag-stone which he had
found it xmpmsnble to remove, :
- Regina, whose antiety had been mtense
during the exploration (by.the dwarf) of, the
avenue  to escape .and fraedom, now raised
her eyes, with- grat;tude, to Haaven, and],
breathed. freer. - She readily  guessed that
Pierre had, taken the precastion to interpose,
between him: apd chig ddwversariés, the. obsth-
cle which:had 30 lately.. nearly. cauged his
destruction by impeding: his. ﬂlght NI

- James, in" anger. at. his, mtelllgene.e, ex-
c]almed y—

T The stone must be dlqplﬂced for thgre l$
no doubt that this is the way by which' j.he
mlse}'able wretch has passed out.);.. .,

* Lilinve - tried. and X cauld‘ ut mou'e at,

sﬂid Antoine. '

“Thien give way to.one, wlm cam gnd mll J

{ wanted wenkness;...,

f‘rom the hole aud throwmg }um qa;.gg
rﬂ}.’ghiy . P j,,‘,“" "‘} -
‘He uthen eeqtereﬂ the narrow opening.-
Thgy heazd him: b;eathmg ‘hard; and.: Blragy
gling powerfully for; some mpments,. .yet-they
copld render no assistance, .for.hut - ong man
at a time gould find.ropm there. .- |, ...
With disordered; drgss ,and troubied
James re-appeared. - .
. *'We have lost him}} fwe;e hl§ ﬁrat wmds; :
“this passage opens.bayond. the cagtle. walls
into the. fields. See what onepains by sparing
people whom, we might.. eﬁ'ecgually be.nid-of)
T s man, knows us—phe Jde )t h,berty;-«-aag
will, feit, all.! CET L et e R B Ll
(Honcre replied— . gl o : 5
M“ He cannot be faz oﬂ' Let us be guicls
;; nd pursue. hun-—we may, perhaps, re-papgmg
lm rits T
Leavmg R a alone Jin. the‘ en
they, all qmtted e cagtle by the pagli; P:gii%
had dug heneath his- .4 ungeon,  and want., o
mount their horses,. whigh- they: bad.. Jefs. sy -
cured at.no great distance, .. Mg sk
“Meanwhile, the liberated game-keeperﬂwgg
ﬂeemg as fast as his; trembhing .limbs,could *
carry him... What direction; he, bad taken he -
knew not;- he. -dared not..panse..to .think, or
Test, bat must put:what Space he, m;ght bee
gwe;axg‘ hlmself and those whp syere a@@kmg
is life. . g
LAt ﬁrst, on emgrgmg mgo tthe cold f;;u i,
alr he had. staggewd like a drunken manz it
was 30 long since he had, been henpath the“
clear vault of, Heaven;, .,
1A massive, damp.. and Ioa;hsome gm;ah ,,qf

| stone had mterposed betwgem him; q;nﬂ s#he

azure firmament,; ang;;:he ; shad | ‘been. pearly
suffocated by the, impyrity . of . the, “confinggd
air.in his, dreary dm;gecn%. s e Gty
Thus it was that his ﬁrst‘com,act w;th the
pu,re atmosphe,ne, and, the vgmdty;g{ Tapigd
emotions. which,: he . h 4 yst.. fexpg;gpagggg,
caused paor Pierre Aubm to fael yery., ﬁ?;m‘j
his knees failed him, and, s maply firmness
gave way as.his bofdﬂy} strength - failed.;but
momentarily, only, and. flecting, was the iugr
“he-danger, of his ity
tion and the:. atmﬁgstm uwertainty, of , m!med;atg
pursuit, rgstored his:. epergy and, rﬂﬂiﬂhon,
not passively 1o be r&mkep., Feo T {1i}
: On sped.the game«kqugr, u;ml gnqb{p
run of even. walk,any further, i’ro:?, p!mst@g .
eghaustion, he sank at.th f;f 2 {xee in

the, woods. which he: haq p,enma;gds,ﬂg W .

\ |
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. domrysome: distance. - L
- Cold as it was, the fugitive resigned him:
seif: 40 sleep. "1 - must ‘wait, perfofce, he
thBughe:” The morning’s’ Light “will- revesl
iy situationt and enable me to find my. wap.
i Ineisy was" the slamber - of the unfortu-
nate man, thongh heavy’; nor did it last fong,
when it'wag 'siddenly broken: by - thé -distant
. but loud sound of horses’ hoofs trotting rapid-
ly ovet the'frozen grounds: © . -
‘v was just peep of day, when the cold-is
wost intense, - Fhe poor fellow ‘ shook - him:-
' s#if and fooked-anxiously around. He' dis-
evvered, with atarm; that he had been_sledp-
ing in dangerous proximity to the road along
which the horsemen were' appraaching. - ‘He
foared 10 atise- and  retire farther inté the
Wood, for! e might be seen in” the act’ -All
he could do, before they came up, was to

4vdwly on his -haods and- knees, behind a

fallard cak of Yarge size; and: cover himiself |

I partinlly with. dry” leayves.. This ‘mancedvre
| " e sticcessfbll-executed; and managed, ' from
his snake-like retreat;'to see without being
%'G’n'f"""i':“f;" ‘ -_: B "’ oL
b Tt'wasithe discomfited party, the aristocrat
Brothers, ‘who ‘weré returning with' downcast|
toolis} fike huiitsmen with empty' gnme-bags,
ashamied of finiﬁmuccéslsﬁi!-dgfyﬁs sport, -
"'The escaped’ prisonet guessed- that they

had passed the hours, during which he had

Ween sleepitg, in-secking him, and that they

Sweredeiow Yétarning to Velganest. ‘He now

“knew' What direction to take. | He must be
in the forest of Hallate.. So avoiding the
highiway carefuily, he commenced his walk
towards Brasseuse. o :
¢ "Fhe: path led him; after -awhile, past a
Wood-cutted’s “¢ottage. - He looked through
the open door and saw a smilihg ifint in a
¢radle by ‘the fire.. Pievre’ thought . of his
Wwifé'aiid child; and, dnmindfol of his strange
and disorderly appearance, he stopped to con-
template the seene ' which * ealled up visions
of home and happiness. - o F

- The" old wainan~ of -the Hhouse eyed him
with distrust, suspecting, natirally, in those
ungeitled times, that ko' had'some sirister de-
sigiic: But to concedl the teal alaim, for shé
wisitiléns’ with the:child, she baldly’ accostéd

the stranger, saying,~"" ‘= ° - B
v. Fighd, if'pou : want: my husband, he is
SGi fur'off; that'is his axe you hear close by
“ Het torie and looks betrayed the uneast

concealed ; and the . fugitive perceived that
He had actually frightened the poor old wo-
man. He cast a glance at his worn and torn,
as woll as soiled habilimients; and' he could
notiwonder at the eircumstance.

ter’s wife, to- the present object, Pierre Aubin
inguired . the way to Brasseuse, - Having.ob-
taiged. directions, he continned his:route, his
ihoughts still bent on-the ehild he had ' seen,
worndering - whose it could ba. - Certdinly,
thought he, it cannot belong to the, old. wo-
man, it is too sweet a'little creaturel -

The way was long ; but each step was bring-
ing him nearer’io’those:-from whom. he had
been so eruelly separated fot .two weary
months 'of solitude and confinement—those
beings the dearest of all on earth to him; and
he felt not the length or loneliness of his

journey. -

“CHAPTER XIIT." .

A supDEN turn in the road revesled to the
wOnderinﬁgaze of the retreating game-keep-
er, the viltage of Brasseyse,in all its altered
aspect. - So grent was the change since the
burningof “La Grange' farm-house, that he
faneied he must have mistaken:the way, and
that it'was somie other village that he belield
in the disiance, - Ditring -his captivity,. the

devastating work. R .
+Ignotant of" all that had passed beyond his
prison' walls, no ‘wonder: that Pierre Aubin

was confounded ‘with astonishment as- he

‘llooked around him. Enough of the ruined

houses, however, remained standing, to satis-
fy him that e bhad not gone astray, and that
the dwelling of his loved ones was before him.
': But'soon -a new cause of wonder presented
itself, -His progress was suddenly arrested

he inusingly savntered along; and a voice in
quaking-accents menaced him with' death.

¢ Halt ! - Approack‘astep, and I fire.”.
- Pierreat onice recognized Nicholas Godard,
the plough-boy and jester, in the- would-be
valiant, “yet evidently -timorous, peasant
soldier, = S

In delight at once agdin seeing one. of His
forrier -acquaintances, Pierre stretched out his
hand cordially, Co St e
. Mistaking the" friendly : intent, Nicholas
Godard drew back; levelled his rusty musket

S

Wesk anditéfror which - she; fain would have

i Rescalled, by the speech of the wood-cut=

" he hesitated ere he replied.. It was the first

fires had; unknown to him, been doing thgit :

by a fized ‘bayonet: thrust right before him s

_proper person.’
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at the game-keeper’s breast, and ° called"; out

to himt,— .

» ¢ I know-yon grq-'a',lriné“eﬁdiéry. ,;K’éei) off,

or I will.let dfive.’. As he spoke these words,
the clown closed-his eyes as if afraid to look
at the victim of his vater. "~ -
Pierre Aubin sprang aside, and then rush-
ed on the terrified Nicholas. "As the piece
wenl off, - the plougl-boy was disarmed, and
now the two eould have an amicable confa-
bulation in-safety, . .. T L.
‘ You seem not to have a.jood memory for
your friends, Nicholas, methinks,’ began the
game-keeper, -
¢ Faith, when one is thinking of 'the coan-
tersign, one can think of nothing else, It is
hard enough to keep in one’s head any
way.! o
£ Well, tell me what is the meaning of this
military array? What are you doing here
‘Tam scaring away the accursed ingéns
diaries, to be -sure,’ replied the disarmed
patrol, quite naively ; ¢ but as for you,: Pierre;
where the deuce do you come.from,after
eight long weeks without, sending us any
news of what had become of you? =
This questioni the game-keeper ought.to
have expected, and: been’ prepared for: but

time he had thought that he. would be called

to account {or his singular absence, and he |

was sorely puzzled how to do this without
accusing Reging, who had at last favored hig
eseape, or  compromising the - aristocrat
brothers whori he had promised to. the
Major. Seignerolles (his father) never to. cri-
mmate or denounce. . . . J
. Lnstead, therefore, of answering:the ques.
Adon, Pierre retorted with another, . . .
" Do you knaw how many letters have been
received from my mother, Nicholas®, .
‘ How many 7" Not one! Only yesterday
your father-in-law said, + I mast.go and . see
why my sister, Euphrosine, does not write.?,
‘ ¢ Why she did not write 1! ‘replied Pigrre.
Why? Because we thought; it useless: to
write, as I conld answer for both in my own

¢Sot you come from Paris, eh?; |
. Yes; certainly from Paris” .. . |
. * It is the fashjon, there, T suppose, then, to |
wear one's beard like 4 horse’s mane, and no |
hat, is it?- No-hat; e:?" said Nicholps, ma-|
liciously, for he yemempbered that Pierre’s hat |

, The game-kecper was disconcerted, but he
replied— " -7 T he T T
_*The, wind carried off.my het s Wil
passing dver a bridge’; and as to my beard,
I shall wear it as long as T ploase,’ .~ £
‘'Oh, very ‘well ; Keep it ‘if -ioufiijéif?;‘:i ‘

will not disputé about the matter: only it b
changed you 59, that just now I really '$66
you for am incendiary.! =~ T ¥
_This was spoken:in a more assired tone
for Pierre had just restored the ' igusket to
the cowardly feltow. e

incendiaries ?. . What incendiaries are.to be
found in'the country? 7
_ “.How?. You come from Pdris and Know
not thut two-thirds of the couniry hag heen
seton fire ? “Ah!hal' T¢Il us'L pra 1"}0{1
‘what they talk about there, if they don’t men-
tion such things.” ST

- At this anfiouncement of the disasters (so
new to him)_that had :befallen the country,
Pierreé became pale, and . ‘trémbled. ; Hig
|snilotion was gbiserved by Nicholas, and itrie
buted to dnother cauge than the tric one..

£ Af you want 'to know' what has passe
althoigh ‘it onght to. be no hews to_you, ’
talk to father Decadt, who of: ‘coilrse will pe
delighted to see you.?, -~ . 0
¢ And’Ceeile too?*, " v o o
¢ Ah yes, enquire. about. her. s, *'said
Nicholas, with. coarse jroy, "Then -blantly
adding, ‘ my hour’s 'guard is.at'an end, 1l
time is up, they haveé not cometg
L will relieve myself aiid #a/1o,bed,” Aid glad
to,escape frim the presenca of one whom he
really . belicved: to "be in ‘Igagie with ' the

.

burner's, he walked awyay as fast, s
to spread the news c:% i,he‘;'etpm

Aubin in as singulatly mysteri

|as had been Ris'digtppearance.” "

. As Nicholas was passing the ‘dabF’
fptain e bawlod ot 10 old Diccadi Hibayi-~
“Holla! Pierre Atibin has returned captaif
—80 as he has come 1 am goipg.”,
.- The gamekeepgt had, followad .ﬂ§;,él{‘?§f§i‘l
by the fim’ Decadj hi

as o could, so that

o0ad) had

... arisen and"got 'to’ the ‘door his "sancina
stood on the thyeshold.” ~ ", ™" aiglay

;. Instead of cordjal greeting dnd,
the ‘!.q,;dl(’iiér ‘drag %rf?.;’iéi% vinlen
the inner t?é@-fﬁg'd eagerly said "
" Whence,come yon yiihappy.man 3
me this the firdt thing of afl}” . <

Sy

had been found at.the, burnipg of Fleurings. |

.1 can not, tell ;you Tather—I

i

‘ Why are you continually prattmgigbout '

s
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Vhilﬂ!ﬂﬁiﬁf t.lf sweet, babe lv ich’ had’ s‘fnick

w *’*ﬁﬁeim.

B

daré Say’ is able o géss. Say Where, is; m)
own Cecile 7", o
. *Onceagain T dsk whence el ""'youﬁ You
vkt explain whg ong of your shoes whs
gound at Valg anest—ghe buttons” of 'your
4l tmg umform near Gzizeran—and the
ot’h P;n y your hat at Fleirines! Wly has
e been heard at évery ﬁre P
¢ I do not understand you father—but for
God's $ake tell’ ine ‘whiere is Cecile ! Hoyw
is Philiberte #* P
* Miserable! Do you ot know ?’ L
y “How éhmﬂd Tknow?
¢ Bebsuse my daislhiter must have gone to
lom Iyou with her child I" "
Wwas xmpe)ssnb!e ‘She’ could not know
W ere I was when I dld not know it myself!’
o 5
e Yes‘I weik'to it
* You are no, langer so ignoriiit T suppose.’
¢ Kpain T repeat 1 may not tell jour father.”
B s ¥ absird,’ mcn‘edulous But you
i 1 hﬂve 0 $péak when thelaw mterrogates
€ Wh:it has the'law to do with me?”"
¢ I havé compromlsed myself to s;lence the
rel)orts ’that w_ere ralsed about ' your mysite-
fions absence, ! was ‘th¢ answer,’. and now
you wilt be calléd” upon, and obhged to con-
fess where you have heen To pacify my
* child, your wife, and to qulet the nelghbors
E2¥ lied:: Yes, Iwho bave ever “séorried to
Qpedk fa’lse]f I sald ou went to Me!ur; to
8ed a édusm ‘who was dying,”"
¥ Oh'déart exclaimed Pierre, ¢ oh dear,

that T have just returned

' i&ive biit now told ‘that babbling }blockhead

dhiglas as Gor rd,
m'a vgsnt {o iy Mother in Paris—but what

g: ni@e.p‘ that't’ Speak to me ’ot Cecliel How

is “sHe Wheré s she "
S gidkile has gone crazy,’ “aid, night before
last she fled we “know“not vc}hnher, but” we
“miist, have gone through the fores!
use her gu{d cfoss was found

Pierre Aubm mtered 4 lercmg ‘ery,
strl dl? hls and on ' his “foréhead and rin off
!ﬂg ax; eedless of' old Becadis eii
%ééti‘és’fbr hitm to stop, |

¢ The heart of the ago?iéédi parent ‘issiited

his'imdgination "so’ strongly 'as hé passed the
Yoqdcutter o hut his own fitele Phil iferte
nd fgrgetfuf afiziie. ' thither - w&s_ he
Qoup Ao ] Iga}rn tl&ingsqsf' his: treasﬁie g
Not was ‘lie wréhg ¥ From "the ald wo-

ran’s” answers to his anxious enqmrms “he
wrrived at a thorough convietion that it really
was Cegile, his beloved wife, whu had left the
habe thets, whﬂst an her way' to Gazeran,
which they had made ont from her mcohe-
rent sentences,

There was great and fresh cause for alarm!
Had the unf(")rtunate wohan reaqhed ‘her ¥-
val's castle previous to'his qunttmg itt  Was
this the solwtion of Regitia’s’ permlttmg him
escape ? Parhaps she knew full well the

" | torture i stére for him wﬁen dlsappomted of

his wife’s smiles and earesses, and thus ven-
gence would pierce him to ‘the very quick :

' What' ‘dreadful ‘dbubts to assail an affec-
tioniate and devated husbandt Poor Ceelle’
so gentle! 'How would her crushed spirit
bear this additional misery, if indeed, sepa-
rated from child as well as hisband, she were
captive to- the fiereé and vmdlc.nve lady of
Gazéran, and perchance wow an’ inmate of
that dreadful dungeon from which the game—
ks had but jist emeérged !

* Pierré Aubin’ determmed at “all hazard to
hiindelf, to retnrn’and learn the* worst, Har-
ing with dlﬁiculty obtaited permidsion, from
the old womart, to'’embrace the mimt left in
het ehargef--—-for she liked not his looks—-he
once a‘cam set ouf on his travels. '

Blsappdmtment ‘still’ awaited him, On
téaching the ¢astle he learned to his dismay
that Ragina had Teft 4t dawn for Paris 1 T
reply to'liis edger and almost frantic enquiry,
_whether “‘Cecile had béen ‘there, he was as-
sured she' had not—but she ‘had heet seen
wandering in the forest like a crazy woman,

It was, by this time, évering, and fiint
wWeary and sorrowful Pierre.retraced his steps
to the hut, iwhere his’ child ‘had béen left,
trosting” ‘fhat maternal “instine!’ would bnng

ber“t‘ Lt ‘

-1t hﬁppﬁﬁed that the o]d couple who lived
inl-this’ solitary place, were but recently esta-
tablished in the forest and kniw not the name
of Pierre oy Décadi ‘Robert. - Tt was, thiere-
fote, o reé-assurinée to be told 1ifit their
uuwe]come visitor was Game-keeyer of ‘the

| forest of Briasseilse.

¢ 'This may _be the ¢gse. Doubtful it is,
singe-you 4ay 85, they repljed as’ ‘the mtru—
der vainly endeavoﬂired o' remc-ve 'tHe unea-
siness ‘whieh it was visible tHaf lhey felt'at
bis' retiirn. “Every effort hie made,, to” this

eﬂbet only conﬁi‘me& thetir fears: ™

the wanderer there, ii‘ unharmed and at’h-
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" Pierre -had requested - permission to awalt!

the return of the mother of the child antriist-
&d them, -and they' dared pot- fefise  him.
Truly they fancied it was but & pretext, and
that He was one, of the band-of incendiaries,
whom it would be as dangerous to affront as

to retam

I‘eelmg hungry, and wishing to propitiate
the poor péople, the gamekeeper poitred the
contents of his' leathern purse on thie table,‘
and begged the woman to give him 'some
supper and allow him to lodge with' them for
the night. Now this purse was pretty welt
filled, containing the sum provided for the
minor expenses of the christening,” having
remained untouched in kis pocket ever smce
that disastrous occasion. ‘

~This" liberal payment, for' wretclled fare
confirmed the prejudiéed mind¥of his hosts
against'the man so meanly clad.” Every’ ex-
cuse was made to get rid of him. They said

that the had 'no spare ‘bed—but he replied|

that h& would wllhng[y ‘\s}eep on lhe ﬂoor by
the’ ﬁl‘e o

CAhl thought the aﬂ'rlghted pa:d——out fate
is settled ] Qur humble abode is marked out
as the next prey to the devourmg ﬁames‘ ‘

They resolved at all everits not, to pass the
night with this térrible man, “Bo they ' con-
gulted, apart, and rhade up a little plot;for the
husba,nd to denounge him’ whilst preiendmg
10, be seeking p bed at the ‘miller’s, that the

_guest might have the oonly one—and the Wifg

wag to remain tilt the arrwal ‘of the passe to
secure himi. The old ‘wornan ‘would . fain
have gone at once, but that. w0ul£l arouse gus-
picion, dlso. she did not llk,e to deser; the
child—so, ‘through terror. of thé i imaginary | |
VIIIam w1th whom she was alone,,she became
more talkative. and complaisint. ~

No Fooper had” the old wood-cutier got a
fe'.v paces from the hut than to his, surprnse

and_terror his arm was 1aid hold of by a
stranger, He 'begged hard 1o be spared,
saying he was hut'a poor nian wh}ase life was

‘not worth takmg C e B

41 neither w1sh 19 rob -OF, miudez you,
wai: the reply.. ¢ On' the: (c,ontrary, Imean
to entich you U’ . -
- It-would not take much tor make me rich
¥ am so poor !’ &
* Tell me, traly where you'sire’ oi'ﬁ ‘F’
¢ Wherevet’ y({u p]emsseyP weel g g

yout house ' - -

This was quite natural and made |

them, whilst fearful, assume to 'be hospltable i an accomplice of the man:within.:

| on 4he

“ Yon wereagomg to tiexmunée 1hezmad' in
. ey oot
- Fhad ti\ought of it rephed ths“subml#
sivé min;” : but if that is dlsbleasmg»w your ke
sir.. I w‘lll give it ap.! - e
¢ You will: do. wellit Gt v
*T'he poor frightened f'el!ow thodghto-a-thsgiss
?hmﬂ'ﬁuﬁ
dice predieament;artd-hiei shook: with*térkor.
“Pon't tremble so, but hsten *0 me:boldhyl

s:ud the stranger Coany o e EE

- A conversation then ensued and nsinguR
lat bargdin ‘was conéluded, to: the: eﬁ‘ectﬂxlm
the: woud-cittéer - shiould, thet very nighty)as
bandon his but; and all in it, and’escapie froms

that part of the eountry in secreoy,w-bthﬁﬁ‘iw .

should :ask no ‘guestiofis, ‘and:that he 4rd his
wife should ne ‘more be sgén-—in ‘consieras
tion of which he should, on the spdt,-atithe
énd of ..théir walk, be pa:d # 'sum of méRey

| double the value he fhad set h;S‘pqu '

sions. - i obadl
i The compact was &grﬁed to, and i‘uiﬁlie&
on thie: part of thé!stéanger. - Thie old hh
returned to his hut “with mote’ mioney 'ini his

pocket thau he'had ever owned, at one: mne;

mn-hig life beforé; and -telling. s wifel that
they must sleep at the miller’s, where«iliey.
were immediately ‘expected; she- reluctantly
set'out at that unsessoriable’ hour, Qoatlrito
feave thé house with'such a:man init; e
“The game-keeper and his sleeping: Phlhi
berte were now -alone ‘in' the hut—but an
hour afier midnight the wretchedé shanty Was
a maes ‘of Jurid fime ! st s e
- 'Fhe light of the ccmbustshle hovel attrede
ed ‘pedple to the ‘spot: before the - walls: fell
- No cry came forth from the linterior.
No‘ pefson was.seen to emerge fmm the bu"m—
mg building ! wer ol gy
6 thé midst of the commation atid dad‘m |
at'tlie supposed fuse' 'of the: cottagers, a! i
mor ‘arose, a cry of exultation was heard. YA
wan had been arrestedi: »Oneof the; guiff of
incendiaries was faken, watu‘the\usual mm:-
‘word—-hPaerreiAhﬁihﬁ-f-on s dips feeoa
¥t v, ut!firkty ‘believed : that ‘this
wad tl‘mff gaxheﬂlxeepaif vthyg:defying u&mms
e fivas ‘estapingt from> therhalsbuti dvher fitie
prisorier’ whs brbught to-the light they sew. it
wisiaiot Pidrre; - "Nevértheless, the misewak
sing-ofl beiny mabeacred off the-upog,
*Hiad' not/ i detathinent of riounted polisd rode

. |uip; ae thae: inslant;oand! pritedtddshitnfrom

the popiibad fuky. s} o e itns i s
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«1 Atimomerdistance, standing on an ¢minence,

two persons were anxiously Watching the pro-
gressiof the fire.. Obe was a woman . guite
“deliriows; the other a.stern old. greysheaded
man, This man was holding; back the poor.
woman, who with heartbreukmg spbs, ‘kept
mpéﬁung— Lt me- gu 3 T tell you it was
thered left my child? —

zoAdfter.this another man arrives at tha same
plabe, ‘he -was:-breathless - and - covered: with
sweat. In silence he places,into the arms of
the young mother, a little; child. Then see
ing her. eompammn,nhe uttered a shout of Joy.

+Cecila; then, ‘hes regained both :husband
. aad ‘ehild-—but how comes she, hete, atVil-

vert 1. : How happened Pierre Aubin to direct |

big flight.front.the burning hut to the same
spot?:. ' Who' is the protector of the frantic
wnman P 0y
. 'The explanation uf‘ ol this must. for & short
tme be postponed..  The woad-uutter and.
his wife did not get clear of the forest with
their “money  unseen - and unquesiioned.
‘They were discovered;and their being abroad
at that -hour; withent any satisfactory reason,
seemed so suspicieus that they. were taken,
byithe patral; before a mnglstrate for Exami-
‘Qﬁﬁﬂn sty
b ihéeyopnlatlan of B,rasseuse aqd its. vie
cmify. qoliected in the. morning, to know.the
result, for.now-they: expacted to obtain. a4 clue
tol thé mysterious hurmng, since two. wspe’ct—
28 yoen were taken up.. .

-+ F heterrified - wood-rman in gwmg “his ac+
count of himself, mentioned the circumstance
of @ exexy young.woman, whosaid. she cime
fram. Brasseuse, having eome to his hut. with
hershild. | .

-oiilseny snch persen mﬂssmg fmm am{mgst
;qu T he inquired.

£ X#s; it i3 my poor. Gecile aud the lmia
"'hlhberte -gxclaimed Degadi - Robert arpus-
mg fromhis desppar.... - iy
Th&ponfszm@cuMg aneoumged by the

-dtention, nowigiven 10 his story, begsn..to
sntertain hopes-of clearing himself,- and hag
uened:to: 16l all: that,-he thad,;thought, and
deared; and: done, with.regardte the: mas
easlwi ;Elmaelf Pierre, Aubm;;an;l the hagr

band of the .€razy waman. ;.

‘hisconversition whimhastrmgam telling-the
bargaii: thattha had: made,. which agconnted

Sor-the: darge: sum: ‘of 1meney;
;pocket; ansd, finally; Hexdescri ot sfp minntely; 1y
and with such accuracy (at :hg; dg,qm@ of thg

Ahen, zelated

;:found..in; his

attentive audience) the person of the. suppos—
ed accomplice of the game-keeper, now more
than ever-believed o be an 1ucendmry, thaw
unanimous and. simultaneous conviction. pers

'vaded ‘the . assembly—and it seemed as one

voice when all exclaimed :—-

‘K is. Antame de Labaurdzllw; €, . t'ce
wicked dwarf !’

The public. excnement now took: dnother
direction ; the wood-citter was removed, and
no longer tlmught about, -

The _suspicions which had been lulied bv

the burning of the pavilion and the death of
Francois de Luhourdl liere, now broLe ‘out
with. violence,
A tumultuous scena succeeded and aftel
much poisy parIeymg and altematmn it was
decided to assemble in full force and proceed
at onee to the castle of Valganest before ru-
mor of whap had transpired at Brasseuse
should. reach the detested family and. put
them .on their. guard. .

As may well be supposed old Decadn Re
bert fallowed, the wnod-cuiter to the tempo
rary prison to mqmre partlcuiars of the news
that was more interesting to him thau ‘the
debate in progress,

Armed and equipped in haste, the nume-
rous party set out with hostile purpose to-
wards Yalganest. But in advance of thein. a
man, unnoticed, had shpped away, untying
the. bridle of hls harse,’ which was fasfene
to a stump behind the ruins'of ‘ La Gringe,!
Lie' galloped off in the direction of the lordly
reﬁldence of Lahourdlilere

| At alittle inn, in the hamlet ‘adjoining the
cdstle the horseman paused, entered, and
called for 'something to drink, as a pretext td.
Write'd note, which he sealed w1th moistened
biead- ﬁ)r lack of proper materidl,” The ad-
dress'Vvas that of Antoine de Lubaurdz!here
w1th-—~ In great haste, superadded, :

This written, the man remountéd, and soon
Wis, at the cﬂai;lg e enfrance, ' He' rang without
descending frouﬁ his horse, and as the porter
opened the gate, he flung the letter at hie Teet,
Wnd Wwithout' a ‘word, ‘rode Off atfull s hed
His face was muffled s0 that his fe‘atures
eohild ot be'discovered, * BREE
v Garefully-sesuring: div- gate the astorrish-
ed menial picked up the note and ‘hdsiened
with it*to the.eominon. sitting -room, to deli-
ver ‘it and tell the three brothers how smmge-

he had received it. .°

They already Were surpnsed at the unu-

~ perhaps might explain the cause and enlight-

- out, that Clodamir was canght on the spots
: und is in the keepmu of the Gendarmes: "The
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sually.prolonged absence of Antoine, and.be-
gan to-be uneasy on'his account, The letter

en them. At all events they decidud that
the circumstance justified openmg a lelter
plaiily intended for him.

. How were they then surprised at the con-
tents which Honore read aloud, as follows-—

“T'he burning of the woodmans hut is
likely to lead to the discoveryof the instiga-
tiors of the other conflagrations. . I hasten
to warn 4 you, whom it most concerns, if found

wond-cutter also is in custody, and the in-
habitunts of Brasseuse are COMENG en Masse
to your castle. ' If you have any. papers_ that
can - compromise yourself, or any of us, de-
stroy the documents 1mmed1ately~—-an hour
hence will be too late.?

- ‘I'nis revelation of a secret, which. Antoine
had kept from his brothers, ﬁlled them with
indignation and concern. They had: admit-

(might e seen.at.s distance the mfuna;gd
‘peasantry from- Brasseuse, their numbers
-greatly augmented as -they came along, by,
‘'volunteers from -the surrounding hamlets,
‘who came prepaxed for deeds of violence. -

“ T'hey are coming, gentlemen' Guurage;
—be quick 17 . -

The closet was,thrown open. Constermh
tion took the place of all other feelings—the:
chestihad disappeared 14! Inits place was

‘a paper on .which was traced the ominous
threat,— . :
< Pierre Aubin i is your br otlser—ke 45 free.
You have endangered him once ; woe be to yqu
if you perzl hzm agam r .

CHAPTER XIV

It is time now fo explam how Plerre hls )
wife, and-her unknown protector,  came 1o
meet on the eminence - adjoining the village
of Vilvert at the eritical time of the con‘ﬂa—
gration of the woodman’s hut: :

»ted him into their fullest conﬁdence, and nowl At day-break of that morning the pres;ent

they aceidently learnt his - ‘participation in a
crime, that had devastated .the country, of
which they were guiltess, - For though these
nmen scrupled not to use any, means to further
their own- interest or gratify revenge and
hate, yet they were not familiarised with
guilt, simply for the pleasure of inflicting
misery on others. But.right or wrong, An-
toine was in danger, and his perll mlght aft
fect themselves also.

¢ If the people force an entranqe here oh
served Honore,. ¢ there is sometkmg that.ng
one ought 1o see—a.nd yet it is liable to be
found.’

He spoke of the chest whwh had' he.en de-
posited in the rcom which Antoine had not
used since, Many times they had resolved
to remove it, and yet ‘had. always put it off,
a feeling of horror - makmg tham- dread to
touch the snbstitute for, a‘coffiy: which- en-
closed the corporeal proofs of Parivide !

¢ 1t . must now be done;’ said the:other- ,two,

The three brothers then went together to
the park 10 open the tomb, where Francois
‘had perished, and - where hxs remalns had
beeninterred. . :

Having accomphshed thls, they repmfed
to the, forsaken apartment, resolved; te con-
quer remorse and- repugnance, - and to. plaoe
the murdered, by the side of -the murderes

. «Mready- from the;windows. of ;the - casle

guardian of Cecile, whilst. wandering about
the skirts of the forest on the Vilvert slde,
had discovered -thg unfortunate ,wWoman in 4
fainting condition, at the foot of a tree whera
she had dropped down overgome with faugue
and alarm. .

AH night, after ‘leaving - ‘her child at tha
wood-cutter’s had she been in the damp ait,
She .had- been captured by a: party of the
bandits, and was terrified almost .to death,at
their spreech-owlery, which. vividly, ‘bronght
back the events that had driven hez to mady
ness. .. .. A

"The s;gnal this. time oft repeated, brnght

laround- her such.a fierce group that she

flung. herself at the keeper’s feet and wddly
pleaded for her life., -

Convinced that her msnmty was nohasq
sumed, - they took. pity on her and revoked
their purpose of death, but impresséd on her
feeble senses—that lf :she, would.. save, her
husband’s. life, and if .she- hoped: ever to see
her child again, she maust repeat-to every bodg
the words they-solgd her, namely-— g '

t There is-but -ope incendiary,. and tha;t is
Pierre Aubin=-L haya seen him?. .. ..o

-Having thas -provided for their own sa0U-

ity and the:furtherance of the enmity‘aganst

her husband; Cecile- .was escorted .for some
hours, by, two of .the. men, throngh so.1aany .
paths. ofthe forest that, even had.she posses-
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sed all her faculties o5 fally 4z ever, she could
tiot have guided any one’to the sécret 'rendez-
_vous of the incendiary-gang. - -
- Wlen found' by the stranger the - ‘poor
ereature was senseless and’ nearly frozen:
He knelt beside the forlorn one; chafed her
hands in his own, and recalled her t life by
whispering io- her ear the names of her hus~
band andichild.

+Ceeile opened her eyes 4t the appeal and
locked without alarm on the face of lier pro-
tector, whom she knew not,
- to go with him, heér preserver told her he
would conduct her to her husband: - So she
arose, and leaning on the stranger’s arm in
full conﬁdence, went wﬂlmgiy along with
him.

On the way to the cottage, near the vil-
hige, where the-old man dwelt alone, he ga-
thered, from the mass of her incoherent dis-
course, the object of her intended: ‘expedition’
to-Gazeran,. and he learnt the place where
she had deposited Philiberte. '

- Having thus enticed her' within his lonely
dwellmg, the old marn- changed his tone: from
gentleness to that of stern authority, for he
had powerful reasons for not taking- her
either to (Gazeran or Brasseuse, to one or

other of which places she’ lmplored him to

guide her. These reasons he could not ex-
plam!‘ to the unhappy’ Cecile, therefore he
was obf'ged to'intimidate her into acquies-
ence with' 'his wish that she’ shiould, for the

present; remain with Him,

" Stern]y then the really- kmdahearted old
“titan: assured the poor wearied méaniac that
she must not a‘tempt to leave the house or
miske:’ any outcry to attract attention; for if
ahe did elther-—never moreé would she see

Inisband ‘or ghild, - ’

* From that moment Cec:le Was qmet and
remgned o A et
Towards evenmg a2 peashnt ¢amie 1o the
éottage ‘with 4 supply of provisions “for- the
old man; who gave him some-secret order,
which Cecile could not hear;i and soon’ aftér

the coiiniryinan went away-saying;i- o

. ¢ It shall be dove as you direety, s:f’ :

* Thé "messenger “took e - direction 'to the
forest of Halldte, and' 4rtived at thé wood-
man's int Jl.l$t after the ‘aged- ¢ouple:had | §
quitted it. * He ‘was sent™ by -the.:friend of |

Gurils to brmganay the-ghild from: those in
. Whate sare:the'livle :one had been loft, »:°

To induce her|

-+ }Great was this'man’s astonishment! tomeet

i

Plerﬁ'e, in this' place, ‘for he had known the
gamekeéper of old biit’had not heard of h:q

returii. | o

‘No sooner had the man told his errand aad
where Cécile was; than sure now where to
find his unhappy wife, Pierre Aubin snat¢h-
ed thé habe from the "cradle, and without
asking if the honest’ peasant were willing to
return without rest or refreshment—he com-
menced a rapid walk towards Vilvert, leav-
ing the ‘man to follow at'his leisure. . -

‘Thus’it was that Pierre Aubin escaped the
death prepared for him by the revengeful
dwarf

-To explain- this we have only to mention
that the aristoerat brothers being aware that
the escaped gamekeeper could revea! their
dastardly capture and ‘imprisonment of him,
and their marderous purpose, were most an-
xious to have him again in' their power.

- To this end,; Antlone volunteered his ser-
vices,. His ]ealous heatt euggested that the
beloved of Regma would linger in, ér return
to the vmmlty He ‘wais repaid for his’ vigi-
lance by seeing Pierre (though on a different
errand to that ‘which he expected might at-
tract him: lhere) at the - castle-gae, of Gaze-
ran, inquiring’ for Cecile,

How bitterly the' dwarf regretted hxs im-
portance, -aloné to cope with ithe objeét of
his hatred on~whose traces he followed in
hepes of tracking him to his hiding place
But as the' wolf - follows in the rear trusting
that accident may furnish-an opportumnity of
attacking a‘ too powerful prey, unawares—so
did Aiitaite dodge’ the unconscious object,
hoping ‘that Bartholomew, the faithful and
unscrupulous old servitor of the family, or
Clodomir; ‘a'chief amongst the incendiaries,
might aemdexiﬂy conre to his aid, - But no
ofe appedred to hielp him, and he saw Pierre

' enter the wosd-cutter’s hut,

- Antoine did' not apply ‘o admittance but
he'peered ihifoughi a crevice in the rude build~
ing, and~ Yistened - until he was assured that

the game-keeper intended to piss ‘the night

there.” With fiendish joy . he overheard the

B Elot ofithe oldi*peop}e to denounce their gn-

idilen:- gwest gs an lncendlary, snd he laid
his plahs on the suggestlons ‘which lt in-
pucéd bl c‘;'; "

1t will readlly be wmagmed therefore that
it''was- Antoine de:Labourdilliere who pur

chiséd - the “hovel, meaning: to burn it; with

the . unconsoious -father and child, hopmg

- courage and presence of mind.
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“thas to rid h1mself of the man whon he feai-

ed ‘and Imted—'md at the samé time cast the
blame 'of the ¢rime on the umocem Pierfe,
by havijig his name called out, as usuil, at
the burmng of'the dwelling. He eoncluded
that the old coup'e, being missing,’ Would be
supposed to have heen consumed 1h the
flantes.

We have seen that C]odomlr was taken on
the spot with the name of his supposed ac~
complice, Pierre Aubin, on his fongue. “The:

. bargain had been revealed and thé ‘game-
. keeper had escaped the intended destruction.

Tt would seem as if the diabolical plot was
about to recoil on the head of its projeétor,
and that Antoine, instead of Pierre, woiild be
sacrificed to the popular fury.

It is now appropriate that we revert to the |

. party which we left marching to Valgariest,

and see how they were recewed whilst Ce-
cile; ‘her husband and ¢hild are sojourning
with their protector, to whom she shall pre-

- sently refer.

It cannot be fcrgotten that the ocdasion of
the tumultaous excitement of the populace
of Brasseuse against the inhabitants of the
castle, and ‘Antoine in particular, arose from
their - 1dent1fymg the dwarf as the Purchaser
of the wood-man’s hut. They were detei-
mined on sacking the house, should he not be
delivered up to them, -

As for the brothers, notwuhslandmg the’
consternation they felt "on “discovering the-
abstraction of the important coffer. and “the
substitution of the menacing -letter—the ' in-
minence of the emergency restored thelr

The angry mob were close at hand.” They
were to be seen, from the windows, fiercely
gesticulating. “These men must not be ifri-
tated by opposition, they must be courteousl
received, imposed on' by apparent frankness,

"and the absence of all appearasnce of ap“pre--
Thig course atone would give any |

hension.
chance of’ dllaying susp:clon and avo:dmg'
'seru"ch

Had it not béén for the dréad ‘that ‘thef
chest of mystery might still be in the castle,;

and' that ‘the cover might be ralsed, to seek
the missing Antoine in i dark recess, atid
reveal the skeleton remaing of anotkehmsteud*
of" the living , object of ‘their ‘search—the
haughty lords of Valgantst WOuld" doubtlees
bavé dated and"defied seratiy! " 7 0™

Actmg on'this 'wise impuléé; they gave di-

[to Beauva.s

rections for' the gates’ to be’ throWn open to
the turbalent visitors.

- The three brothers then met the mtrude\‘a '

and blandly mgnf‘red whit wis désired,

The people’were unprepared with a repl I{ :
0

suited o 'the unexPected suavity and. unc

cern of the brothers. "The reasotis they as-
signed for the absence of Antoine passed as
valid, and one by one all their prejudices and
convmtxo‘ns ‘vanishied for the time. The
doors’ havmg been opened withou! demuf,
had' dispelled a portion of the anger of the
erowd, who deputing a small portion of their
number to enter) the rest remain outstde, and
after the conference—they all ‘slunk "away
stammering excuses, embarrassed and asham—

: ed of their tementy and-awdacity,

" Three weéks' passed away, during which
no farther manifestations of ill feeling had
been evmced towards the masters of Valya-
nest—and " Antoine ‘had not yet returned
home. It wasnot to be imagined that he was
inactive, but ‘of what e was about, his bro-
thers were lgnorant ‘ahd were: anxlous abouit
his fate, dreading also ‘the dlegd‘ace to thé
noble name of Tabourdilitere, should it ‘tome
out on the trial of Clodomir, thé mcendmry,
who had’been arrested, that Antome was one
of the principal leaders of thé niracious: ‘batd.

The three weeks during which the- tridl

{lasted, were’ an age of torture, and to seture

correct and speedy information they ' séiit
Bartholomew (the day after the rising of the
mob) to Pont St, Maxence-—where Clodomir
was at first ‘confined in j)rlson--—from which
place he followsad the prisoner wheén removed
Thence he' daily déspatehid
notice ‘of the incidétits of the tnal and pro-
ceedmgs the court of assize, o b
To the great relief of the aristocrat’ bro-
thers, they" found 1hat Clodomir had' coura-
geoasly allowed himseélf to, be: seritenced to
death without betraym'f Amtoige. " © 0 C 1
Accordmg 1o the provingial “¢ustom, in
France, &ight’ o'clock wai the family supp
hour *amongst the - cotntry- arlstccracy, and
this was the ‘mqst important ‘and ' most social
meal, One evening whilst part,akmg of thib
repasf uhannotnced, and- uhlooked for, An-
tolne presente “hlmaelf -
, At'the ‘sudden’ -appesrance of- the &elm-
quent, the brother arose frumi the table; 'bigt
instead of retu¥iiiiy hiis cordiat greetinyy,.
indignant looks anil gesturés édeéil thint e

‘Wis by no’ iieans’ weloomgl: -~ {Hien




. Devilish strange this, gentlemen,’ he grum-
bled ' forth, ¢ a short absence.it :seemes is
- _enough to elicit a singular feception. How-
ever, whilst you are explaining the meaning
-of your condnet you will excuse my eating
.my supper for I am deucedly hungry after a
léngihy ride o
Thus saying, the dwarf went to work in

;earnest, T RN
. /T'he cool effrontery of the incendiary some-
what calmed the indignation of his brothers,
and. in whispered consultation it was remark-
gd by one of them— . . T
~, * The wore culpable he really is, the more
cantious should we be not to arguse the atten-
tion of justice. To drive him away would be
toattractnotice and to compromise ourselves,”
- This tmely reflection caused them ta-re-,
sume their places, and silently the repast
wag concluded, Not till then; did Antoine.
spelek, when he remarked with perfect sang-
froid-— , ‘ 5 o
o+ 1 think T can guess what has put you in
such a bad humor, doubtless yon have heard
evil reports about me ' . | -

..+ Dreadful, indeed I’ responded Honore,
-* Bah! - What may they be ? :

.* We know you to be a wretched incen-.
diary,’ said James with a frowning aspect.

and gloomy voice, | | , .

v+, Antoine, not in the least confounded, made,
answer i— . ‘ '
.5 Astoa wretch, that I am not——but.an’
incendiary, certainly I am; that is a fact, It
is fortunate that some one lms relieved.me of
the .unpleasantness of making the circam-
stance known to'you” :

.+ It is then absolutely: true that you are
thus guilty #° . ' -

. »%1 have admitted it.’ - L

¢ % Then .we .ought_to give you np to the
law, and let you meet.the faie you merit—
you who have: shielded .yourself undep. 'the
pame of Matthien,’ said William fiercely,.
4. AhL you know me. by that name also.
Well that proves to.you that I have respected
-he name and honor.of the family " retorted)
thgdwarf. T N R I APTInT ‘I.eu i \‘
"% You. vile wretch . exelaimed. James,
clenching his hand and frowning durkly. ' .
- giAntoine, still composed and unmoyed, con-
ganued, with, bitter satcasm, ! Pardiey! 1

ng,you suddenly yery squeamish, gentlemen,

Apd. it appeats to. me. that you are ynreasc-

I monarchy 1

scrupulous brothers, and I think we shall be
obliged to admit, that gone of us have a right
to.upbraid one another as vile, seeing there
is so shight a difference between us.—If I in-
‘deed am an incendiary, are not all of us
Parricides 1’ S : e
It required all the hardihood of the wretch
to make this a'lusion to the common crime
which weighed heavily on his Jess deformed
brothers, sleeping or waking. Al three of
them looked down self-condemned, and as
 they. remained silent, Antoine continued :—
* Never mind; I wish to act the part of a

member that it is for our common interest to
e united and true to each other, Though
I confess I am doubly gnilty, yet if we shoul
be called to account by the law, I amn
‘more compremised than you, since I h_a)£
only one life to lose, and death would ‘as
surely be your portion as mine. Asit is evi-
dently best for us to draw still closer, if pos-
sible, the bonds of fraternity, let us drink to-
-gether in token of this. amicable resolution.’
"o this speech the brothers made no reply,
no friendly advance, .
~ “Isee, remarked the dwarf, ¢ that _you
view me in'a wrong light,
same opinion as those whose dwellings etc.,
have. been destroyed by. mysterious ‘agency.
You think, I suppose, that,these multitudi-
nous disastérs. are the work of mere thievish
villains for the pajtry sake of'plinder | How
blind are ye ! The object of. these confla-
grations that extend over the whole of France,
is a great political one. We shall save the

.. 'The _brothers partly incredulous, yet in-

{terested by this dawn of . confidence, drew
{pearer, and Antoine continued :—

? N . .

. % Yes; in spite of itself we wjll sustain and
protect the throne, which feels not that it i
tottering, but which we see daily is failing

jfast.” A fatal security is causing the crown

to be insecure, the populace must be excited,

©es, and perceiving their inefficiency to hold

. 1in_check the mutinous people who desire its .

£all, wijl call to,their aid those who, establish.
ed it in the first place., The brothers of the
nangre], Regeine under which we live, will

nably so. Let us examine fairly, my very

| allied_ sovereigns, who this- time, and for a

good brother, at all events, and you will re-.

You entertain the -

would ensure his destraction by, means of the

despair must urge them to the utterance of’
clamorous: cries of .rebellion-~then the par-’
fties of f@ restoration will muster their for-

disappear 'before. the will and ‘might of the
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permanence, will give us monarchy free from
all mixture with revolutionary elements.’

“ And ig it for the accomplishment -of this
great work that bandits, such’ as Clodomir,
have devoted themselves 1 o

¢ No indeed, only five men in France know
the true meaning of what is doing and the
high object at which we aim. I am one of
these five! As for the instuments weé em-
ploy, weak or wretched, they obey the prompt-
ings of revenge or repine. If taken, so be
it. We can find others to replace the vic-
titns of the guillotine.’ :

As Antoine gave this explanation, the three
brothers passed from horror of the erimé to
respect for the motive that scattered disaster
and destruction over France,

‘ Now,” continued the dwarf, who sudden-
ly appeared so great in their eyes as one of
the secret but “mighty prime movers of &
gréat political party—* Now I have only to
speak of myself. You have' not questioned

me as to the cause of my absence.’ |

¢ That is what I was just about to do,’ said
William. . S

Antoine deliberately emptied his’ glass
and gave a long narrafion of his late proceed-

ings, the brief summary of which we shall
presént to our reader. ‘ v

The dwarf having witnessed the capture
of Clodomir, to avoid risk to himself in_case
of bauraya!, had retreated to the cellars of
Haut Mantel, where he had been securely
concealed, and had prepared a fresh plot to
gratify his party against the .game-keeper of

Brassense—which he ' assured his brothers,

to their great alarm, he was pr'e‘tty‘ certain

lawe, -

Antoine also stated that he had greatly
bettered their fortune whist thus' in hiding,
in proof of which he produced the identical
sum, two hundred thoysand franes, once prof-
fered by major Seignerolles, and rejected by
the old Marquis, as also subsequently ‘by
themselves. . C e

‘To_their eager queries as'to low and
where "he discovered the ‘treasnre, he told
them that having ventured to light a fire, one
cold night on .the: hearth of the kitchen, of
sorhe oldb room handles etc., when ‘beldg at a
loss to keep it up—he took hold' of an' old-
fashioned chair 'and broke it up to_buri.,
From a cavity in the back of this antiquated

which he iow handed - 6ver for'general ss:
~ In their delight at this seasonable increasé
of fiinds the brothers forgot their alarmi’ about
Pierre, bnt wondered how Antoine had s

lenced Coldomir. - ‘ i

¢ Tell 'us_quickly what you have done, and
then we will explain much that concers yon,
said Wllliam.’ Coos T

{ Well, then, as Clodomir knew that T wag
the so-called, Mr: Matthien, from whom thi§ -
division of the band: received orders, 1 had
fears that he might compromise me at: th
trial. I therefore repaired regularly at wight
to the place of rendezvous in the foregt, and
at last I found a billet in the hollow .elm, oug
place. of deposit, in . which ‘he . promised to
maintain strict silence regarding me, prowid-
ed that Fwould pay one thousand frangs.to.a
certain woman named Hortense Malsaigne,
whom he Had - formerly loved, but had for.
saken, and whom he now wished to secure
from indigence.

* The -abode of this-person-he designateda
it was in Paris, T agreed to- the terms, amd
went to- the house indi¢ated, where I saw
Hortense,” She i3 a beaatiful, but thoranghs
ly-debased, creature, and - excessively vilgar,
jealous, and revengeful. - Having set..hes
a-talking, 1 soon discovered this; and it: wap
not long before we concluded a ireaty, which
will effectially rid you; - Honave,. of .a-xival;
and all of us of an enemy much to be feared.!

+¢ Alas ! unhappy man |’ said William ; ‘jor
have Hrought -us all into'danger.’ - B

* How so? - inquired. the. dwarf. .

‘Fhey then told him of ‘the: coming of . thé
mob:to the castle—the visit. to. the closet-s
the digappearance ‘of-the chest. They put
info. his hands . the written . threat ' agninst
them, should they: ever again molest their
brother, Pierre Aubin, C g
- "Phe paper fell from the hands of Autoine,
and he muttered,— BRI X

-1t is too 1ats 'to stop'! - How unfortunate}
Thetrain is laid! - ' We must sbide the cons
sequences I' Vo e

The bargain. which' Antoine ‘made with’
Hottehse'Malsaigne was, that, ir 'considerac
tion of a'certain large sum'" of money, she
should prevail tpon Clodomir to ‘make a*pube
lic confession that Pierre Aubin; the ‘ganee
keeper of the forest of Brasseiise, ‘wis one
of ‘the incendiaties, and had "been preséht

piece of furniwre the roll of bills' fell out,

/

with hilm, and assisting on several oécasions,
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In fact, that he was- the very worst of them

The condemned man was to ba begulied
mto the belief that if’ he did this, repeating
it on the scaffold, his pardon would most_as-
suredly—through the interest of Mr. Mattien |-
—be proniounced then and there, and he wauld
bé set free.

For the sake of revenge for former slights
and insults, as well as’in order to obtain' the
lar e br»he the 'woman undértook: the JDb

completely sueceeded.' ' The poor vic-
tlm believed, until an instant before the faial
knife descended and instantly terminated his
mortal, career, that the wicked 'falsehood he
Was uttering would preserve his life.

- Thus perished Clodomir ; and thus was the
uni‘oﬂunate game- keeper again - stlgmanzed
as a vxllam

CHAPTER XV

.[MMEDMTFLY after the execution of Cle-
domir, - Bartholomew quitted Beauvais!and
_ returned to Valganest.. Heé had ever felt a
strongg attachment for, Francois, the principal
parncxde, and prompted by the pious wish to
- vigit his femains, in the new family-yault,
constructed oveér the fatal spot, on the very
day of this old servant’s return _he went. to
. the 'mournful building, Hardly bad he enter-
ed.its walls, than ke nitered an excia.manon
of Burprise and joy. .
url*here was the.missing: chest by the Slde of
the coffin of Francois de Labourdilliere.

Bartholomew,- having previously learned
fromi-his young lords .of the mystertous, and,
as-they supposed, the supernatural, disappear-
ance -of this - important depositary Qf some
weighty secret, hagiened to communicate. th
disébvery and remove their apprehens;ons Yo
garding s fate,

“When terror of: ghost]y mterference vamsh-
ed the brothers were astonished -at their
former fears, and ‘each tacitly explained. the
matter. to hisown satisfaction, on - the suppo-

-gition that one of tlte others had. privately|
removed the chest, and deposited the paper

in.its place, hoping thus by. fulﬁ!lmg the most}

ardent wish. of the deparled o alone, for. ac-
Quiescence in the murder, and.in o, measure
aliny.the pangs of remorse.”

Haowever, none of them gdve utte:ance to
lhese thoughts at the time ; so, they retained|’

ldeu suggested . itself, unless Bdrtholomew
himself, whose. motber had been the nurse of
Euenne de Lakourdilliere, had thus secretly
given. sepulture to the remains of his foster
brother and former master

‘Try to re-call to the memory of my sons,
that Pierre Aubin is also ‘a child of mine,’
they had once overheard their father say to
the.old man ; and this ihjunction now re-
curred 1o them

Each of, these unnatural sons preferred be-
lieving either of these solutions of the. strange
removal of the proofs of "their guxh, to a re-
tarn of their former i impressions on the sub-
Ject But one thing was certain, the threat-
ening -paper had lost its power .over then‘
aL[lOﬂS

We have seen that they had in thelr fr!ght

| prevailed upon Antoine to, give .anonymous

notice to Pierre that he had better flee from
a threatened prosecuuon in time,. and con-

roused to an alarmmg pitch, in consequence
of Clodomir’s accusation on the scaffold

"This frustration of their well-lajd plan to
ruin the game-keeper, they now regretted,
and released from superstluous fears, . they
once agaimgave reins to hatred,

Pierre had at last dlscovered from Degadi
Robert, the stigma attached to his abseuce,
and felt the lmpossdnllty of clearmg himself
and keeping his promise—oh. no account to
acense his legitimate brothers; “and he griev-
ed to see the puzzled state of’ his father-in-

“{law’s mind.

The kind old man dld not in heart believe
Pn,rre to be one of the guilty band ; ‘yet he
cquld not dismiss a dread of the conse-
quences which might spring from the circum-
stantial evidence whlch strongly condemned
the unfortunate man. *,

Pierre was reat]y shocked at the altered
manner , of aifglrus neighbors whom he en-
countered on hiis way from Vilvert to Bras-
sguse, ‘aod still more so when at night they
assembled around the house with cries 5 —

,f Deegth to the incendiary ! Burn his house
over his head, as he has, burnt our Tafn'm:e A

Mr. Slmeron,thp magistrate.of the dl‘if.l‘lOI,
and gendarmes, appearing, at this junéture,
to, mvestlgate the rumors by, Pierrc’ % reports
éd’ strange retuin, saved his life on thu 0(‘»
ca$10n, but not his home;

The game—keeper sansﬁed ﬁ](, wm'ihy i

their congeling idea of secunty No . other

glstrate. that the ey 1dence ut the mtnes.aes

~to the as_ylun,n of his own residence, i, ¢, Mr,

ceal hlmself from the public mdlgnatmn now

" refuge dyring the trial of Clodomiz, which of{

" elosure was beileved to-be conscientious and
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against him. was aliogether fauLty, eomradlc.-
tory and incontlusive. Some swore:positives
ly to his being preseént at -fives at such. time
and place; . whilst others as posxuvely depos-
ed, that he was al some other burning, far
distant, on the same-day and at the spgclﬁed

hour, which conflicting evidence it was. im-.

possible io reconcile to truth. .

Although Pierre would not explain where
he had been for the last two months, Mr,
Simeson credited his assertion that _h_e was
bound ‘to secresy by an. cath unconnected
with the Incenpiaries or their wicked doings.

Poor Cecile believed the tale .that was
invented to pacify her shattered intellects—
that the neighbors had assembled to ceiebrate
Pierre’s return.

Decadi segonded the maglstrate s advice,
to-Pierre, to retire from Brasseuse for. awhile

Simedous, for the suke of - his wife and ¢hild,
but relying on his innocence Pierre resolved
to stay and face the ealumny, - When, how-
ever, at dirk, the house was fired; it was
time to - flee, aud secretely, by the garden
they escaped.

Quietly had they stayed in their frlend]y

course Pierre could not suppose: would effect |
as he had never seen the man; . Neither was
there any furiher notice taken of Pierre by
the people of Brrssense who were satisfied
with huving destroyed hls ;dwelling and got
rid of him. *

During those three weeqs the game—keeden
mas exempt from popular indignation, but
when the false aceusation ot Cledomir, in
his last moments revived in full force the old
belief that he was one of the migcreants, he |
felt that the magistrate’s  house would no
longer -afford him protection, nor could -he
hope to coutinve to be secreted by him.

The intelligence of this fresh irritation of
the public miud against,. the victim of cir-
cumstances, was brought by Decadi whe had
remained at Brasseuse but hurned to; watn
Pierre of the anuonymous advice (sent\by the
brothers) to escape, and of Clodamlr B.ACOus-
ative confession.

Of course no one suspected that the ‘erimy
inal had " been wrought on, byﬁdelus;ve hopes
of pardon, to this perjury, therefore the. dis-

trie,

1T will ‘manage it for you.

-{ had-been-at Chamecy. E
keeper returned, entered the houae,,a,nd ma .

‘1 see that I must bend to the atorm of

persecution; and. out 'of proper consideration-
for the kind Mr. Simeron whg has generously,
allowed me to take refuge l?ere during his
absence, I must go hence—but how can I
remove Ceclle who.ig.stlll conﬁned to Iaed
with fever.’

- Tlo not grieve ‘about that my pom‘ féllow,
Rely securely o
nie. If slie "cannot walk T will get a vehicle.
for hér and the dear little Philliberte.! i

" Decadi; who' thus spoke, would gladly have:
removed ‘his' chetished ones instantly from
the ‘impending danger, but he had to seek a.
horse and eart, and that so discreetly that wo-
onie “shioiild suepec.t he was going to’ hélp
Pierré to clude justice.

“To-morrow night,” said the old-seldier- of'
Naphtéon “I'will be at the entrance of -the
wood with a good horse and cari, ' mattrass;
and sofme warm coverlids for the mother and .
her babe, so you need not fear that they wilk
be any the worse forthe journey: Meanwiule
you-must decide whither we are to go.* - '

Pierre replted that he would consides what,
'was beat to'be done, *though he had slveady
decided whither to turn, but was'not at’ hberﬁ
ty to merition his plan wuhom permmsmn

Decadi' Robert stayed - not - to await ﬂ:e
awakening of his dear dwub‘hfer Cecile, bat
started back again to Braswelse fo -tanke
preparations for the their safety. BRRGIR

Pierre Aubin left Chamecey-for. the cottage
of the old man who had rescued “Cecils,’ to
see if this asylam’ was stifl availables 5.0

The poor, demented wife . besotfght kind
not to leave her, saying, ‘she was sure shé
was able to walk. v P

" Her terror at every '1bsence, of even - aH
hour’s duration, was so excessive that he
husband did not notice at the time that% sh
see,med to have & prophf-hc presmumenlf Og'
impending penl

He, thought it was on]y her usual nervous
anxiety, and soothing her with assurance .
a speedy return, he set out, aene, fur V;
vert. .,

- Alas! during,’ that fatal absence a vlmtqr
The fuckless game-

few moments rushed forth from. it like.n
madmap, znd uttermg fearful cries. of woe
and vengeance.

~When Decadi came at the appomled hom
to remove the whole party, he found anly
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tlie ‘dnhappy Cémle, who was wrlthmg' m
despmr on her qck

* * e ¥

At Gazeran Casﬂe there Has been % wed-

_ dmg, Regina has this day given her hand to

Honore de Labourdilliers:: They kad become

reeonclled and had  publicly soleminzed; a

marnage although each knew that'love was

wanting; and they had entered :into'an agree-|

ment mutnally. never to upbraid - each other
in. private, and. before the publ;c always.to

preserve the semblance of eonjugal esteem -

and affection. - -
«..Splendid had been the feast from whick: the
numerous guests had arisen to proceed to the
hallrroom where the nobility and gentty of the
neighborhood, and others, were -assembling
faat and thick, for the joyous dance..

':l‘ruly it was a princely sight. a noble ep-|

. Presently the orchestra struck up the most |
enlwemng sonnds, the dancers took their
places, and the bnde qpened the:bail, From
a-recess in one corner, Antoine, the deformed |,
and'malevolent, cast invidious glaﬁces on the
newly married couple,

.:/The hildrity and. excitement had Teached

ug 4 highest pitch, when all at once; jn'the
‘midst of the intoxicating.ebuliitions of pleasure
a man—who certginly is not one of the in-
u;ed—-——presems himselfin the ball-room.

it 'This person’s dress is soiled.and dusty, his
featuresgare distorted, he is pale and out of
breath, With a bound he had sptung through
the: outer enterante, and rushed violently past
every one until he arrived at the saloon; and
injerrupied the dancing by widly demandmg
to gee the Lady of the cast!e

. +Pear seized on the ustonished company —_
They regard the intruder with’ cunosnty,
emotion and eveh with sympathy, as they
_ perceive the tears rolling down his, cheeks
and' his knees knocking together.  In his|-
trewbling hands he holds somethmg wrappnd
up’irr a sheet.

- Every one expects some dlsmal dlsclosure
All eyes are t?rned on Regma as shé @dvan-
ces ‘towards the man, who is calling for her
with - the. authority derwed fmm grlef and
desper tion.

A5 soon as Plerre Aubm for he it was, per-{-

ceived Begina, he darted mgrlly forward to
ineet hier. Casting o look on the' l4dy, that

- | the bridé, with a hoarse, deep voice,

?and held up to her v1ew————a dead infant. _R

] was Philibérte !

¢ Behold your work, madam said he to.
. It is-
you whe ‘have-killed my child I’ )

'Having. said this, the bereaved father co-

vered the mammate corpse with "kisses and'

tears.

“Reginp uttered a cry of horror, and with
her hand’ pushed away the dead little one
presemeﬂ to ‘Her ; then., as she ‘staggered
‘badkwards; she starmmered--- .

* The man is mad—turn him-out "

'Fhe spectators of this mournfully inter-
‘estinig scene were petrified with astonishment.
A’ dead silence prevailed as they contemplat
ed the unhappy parent and the strangely-ac-
cused bride.-

. The three brothers alone looked elsewhere.

"Their dngry regards were ‘simultaneousty
turtied upon- Antoine. Before the mute ap-
peal, the dwarf was coﬁfuser] pale, and
‘guilty-losking. -

" As'for the assemblage of the lofty and

high-born, it may well be supposed that they,
‘being ignorant of the love on one side and

: averson on the: other were unable to con-

ceive any .greunds of accusation, -

Pidrre Aubin, the game-keeper, seemed by
his social positien so far removed from the
beautifil and -aristocratic bride, that no ae-
quaintance or-caiise of hatred could be ima-
gined to actunte her to such a erime.

The actual belief that the ‘noble lady’s
pride and self-respect would necessarily have
kept her aloof from any familiarity with a
man-in his station, made them accept the few
words that had escaped her as the true ex-
planation of the _melancholy and incredible
assertion’ of her guilt. ‘

* He is mad P she had said, in reply to the

this-to be the case.

-However, in the opinion of some nf the
comparny, Regma appeared mote surprised
than indignant.’ She-had denied the charge,
but ‘ret- with™ the energy of voice and look
that might have been expected from.an inno-
cent person ; whilst the tone and’ manner: of
hei* iiceuser had the unfaltering impress’ of
| truth and-confidence. -

Opiniotig -were divided how to treat the
authorof this dreadfully scandnlous inter
ruption to the marriage festival: The greatér

rotited her to- the spat e opened the sheet

nntibier of the guests were for. turning “Pierre

~‘end to the painful 'scene, by %rectmg the

‘sympathy for him. The meniils’ obeyed

solemaly,—

grave charge of murder; and many beheved ‘

. mert.}

+ were ovérjoyed at this tirn of the ‘affair whi
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o1t: ‘but one imposing Thinority smd — .
‘Lot us hear him first? L
"Pie' bridegroom 'and his brothers seeing

that- the. sengation was becoming somewhat | -

favorab[e to Pierre, caine forward to make an

servants to put him out as carefully as might
be, and to tieat him gently, as one whom
great sorrow had driven oui of his'senses:
These apparently kind and’ considerate
orderg were given because they feared that]
any display of rotghness or needless severity
towards ‘the afflicted parent would increise

but when. removed from the observatjon of
the guests, they brutally ill-treated” the in-
truder, and, despite his resxstance forcibly
e_;ected him.

At the gate of the castle, as they were ijg-

nommlous!y expelling Pierre, ihe hard-hesrt-
ed sét were confronted -with Mr. Slmerm:,‘

the magistrate, who had furnished the game.
keeper aretrent in hisown house at
and ‘old Decadi, who flnng lis arins aréund
the neck of the 111 fated son-in-law, ;md took
the now lifeless pet of his old age from its
father’s ar‘ms and pressed it to his own heart,

This tinie, Mr. Simeron—who was accom-
panied by an efficient number of the iyrmis
dons of the law—was not, as formerly, dmi-

- vably disposed towards Pierre Aubin, for he |

no longer believed him innocent,

-The persecuted game-keeper soon disco-
veréd that the opinions of his hitherto staunéh
friend was changed, for he addressed him as
a wretch and decewer, saying, sbei‘nly and

i “Pierre Aubin, you have 1mpqsed en me
once by your . protestations of inrocence.—
You mapaged to draw unmerited compassion
on yourself but Providence 'does miot long
permit falsehood to triumph. 1t has ordained
that one of your 1ecompllces shoutd ,avow
your crime before expiatiag his own upon the
scaffold. In short, when to-day. 1 went to
Chamcey to arrest you, 'it was Providence

- directed. my steps here.. Thé Judgmem which ]

you hoped o elude, has overtaken you, You
need not expect to escape from just pumsh-

The brothers, who had foliowe& to see
what became of the . game—keeper and pre::
vent his‘holding couversation’ with any_dne

lamecy,’

- ‘seerﬁeﬁ to pmmlse all that Ihey émﬂd ‘ﬁeﬁl;ﬁ

‘I ‘ask 7o confession: ot denial froth Yolir -
"hps, pursied the incensed ragistraf8. ™% 3

't We kinow, beyond a doubt, that 'yt w
ané of the guilty parties who set fire to Figh- . 3
rines. . You were tfxscovereg dlso, “¢onceak
ing yourself in the village. This was o't
sizth day of -November last ; and’ has' ‘b
dul’y deposed on the oath’ of & ray’ ofi®
point of death—the wretdwd Clodpmiiy #*

Pierrd heard. the ‘words &f M.’ Ehl’nei'bn
without, séefing to'heed of undérstand thiyh,
his ' mind” was pre-oceupled ‘his heart'Was
oppresséd dird accussible only ‘to the' iden™of
his heavy Joss; and in the delirig ' -
despan‘ gnd anguish, he exclaimed; " |

My, daughter! my daughter? 'Ilhejr‘h‘ife’
killed 16y sweetllttle Philiberta ! -
not be decewed' Tt is she! i f:F
‘wicked woman who has murdered rjy déﬂi’
child ' - Then addressmg the magi étfate*"he
continued,—

‘ Mr. Slmeron you said iryly, Just nb’*

has been murdered. - 1 demand justice!® "'

Thus saying, he pomted ‘to Decadt,m.
still- ‘held. the ‘cold’. remains of (héh
Ph:hbene, which he was tearfully enjb“i-qm‘ﬁ

“Thé magistrate,” touched wxih ﬁit}‘j
plled-,—

‘I respect your gr;ef‘ Piorre, but I ca‘dﬂbt
‘admit your accusation, because Cecile, “yiitr
wife, informed me I.hat tier child™ Was tlive
when she fell asleep with it besufle her:Lifiae
when she awoke, there ‘it WS, ‘hat de&d'
and yet no one had bieen in, the'roomy. ' it
must then, of course, have been strﬂed Whhiu
she ‘slept.’ .
“But' look I’ said- Pietre,: poinigin
neck of his little oné; “see ! an’ assaesm has
strangled the babe. Cecile had nothei right
sehses, it s true; bat Cecile never conid
destrov ‘her own, hei‘ beloved chifd,

4, Whom, then, do you eauspec; ” asﬁéd
Mr: Simeron, compassionately, -

"*Wha? Her who has threatengﬂ th! ¥isit
er pefsecution of me on those whoin 1 Yove.
I have already named the guilty one beforga
trowded assembly, and I would-repeut ithin
the face of the universe, wére it possiblé for
gvery one to hear me. Fe was to-atctid ﬂ

‘egemy, sir, and not to escae from: jadth &

 that T came here.
ivlio Hay stilled miy child. Ihuve alrelify

I repeat it, ii9d

about'the castle, wimessed his arrest, agd

‘slared sy name Hefore ther tﬂlm theré ‘dﬁd '

that Providence sent you here; My daﬁghter -



3 ;wag not believed ;. but you will credit, me,

. »ihat.they had out of compassion and genero-

. _paid this attempt at the assassination of a
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4¥ou will avenge my cruel wrongs, notwith-

standing that,the culprit bears a noble name,|

.although she is mistress of this castle—the
Jbeautifol and high-born Regina de Gazeran !’
.. " Impossible ¥ said the . 'astonished. magis- |
otrate. T R '
... Honore: now stepped forward, and tried
.hard to make it appear that Pierre .must be
mad to suppose that his bride had done such
. audeed ; and he stated that it was bepause
they felt so: eertain'that . this' was the case,
81ty takén np notice of his absurd ascusation,
except by turning bim out of the castle. -
‘Do rotbelieve him !’ vehemently exclaim-
~edthe indignant game-keeper; ‘1 am.not
_mad, Unhappily I speak the dreadful truth.
.M_Ifsay my child is” killed !-~behold her dead
- .body. 1 say, the Lady of Gazeran is the
author of the murder—that is, if she did it
not herseif, she must have caused it to bé
dope. . : : A , .
S | assert’ this positively, because .I most
ofirmly helieve it; and assuredly I have good
grounds. for belief. Is it not she who has
_driven my poor Cecile crazy? Was it not
by her orders that a rifle-ball nearly deprived
-my bride of life, on our wedding night ?—
‘What hand but her’sadirected the murderous
' ,;aim? From whence came the gold which

Jonngi and innocent creature? From her
pursel : -
"""t Cecile has lost her senses. See still the
. ywork of the implacable Regina de Gazeran,
.Philiberte, the darling of my soul, is no
. longer in existence, because Regina de
.Gazeran willed her death! .
" -] shall prove what I say, Mr. Simeron.—
So many. crimes- must surely draw down
“vengeance on her guilly head.” .- . o
¢ Justice shall be done to every one,’ was
. the emphatic reply of the magistrate;, who,
nevertheless, placed no faith in the shocking
imputations against the lady. =~ . .
.. %Thankg, kind sir. Aftet this promise,’l
am content to be taken wherever you-please.
" You may accuse e, condemn me, or any
.thing. . Provided the death of my .child is
..avenged by the arm of justice, I ask no more.
"Byt stay ;. before being taken hence, 1 would
fain, in your presence, be led before. her
.whom 1 accuse., I, will reproach 'her_ with

dare treat me as a madman, having yon for
ajudge between us.) - . . ’
“This melancholy affair will take its regu-
lar turn when the .proper time arrives. If
tthen it i deemed right to have the investiga.
ion you demand, it will take place. Mean-
while, you, must be taken into custody, to
render an account to society for the crimes
of which you, yourself, are accused,’ .
¢Ah! yes; I remember! They pretend
that ¥ am.one of the.incendiaries; and you,
Mr. Simeron, have come, at last, to cr&it the
abominable calumny 7 Would to God that I
might spéul I—that I were permitted to tell
all that has,befallen me P o

.t And 'who hinders you? asked the magis-
trate. ¢ Both law and conscience make it a
sacred obligation to disclose the truth, But
would it not be the truth to confess yourself
guilty, and'td say that you are overwhelmed
by the accusation of your accomplice, Clo-
domir 7’ . .

¢ Clolomir? Who is he, sir? T assure
you I never heard of him until you mention-
‘ed the name ! said Plerte. '

“The truth was, that the trial at Beauvais
and its results, had not reached the ears ef
the game-keeper in his seclusion at Chamecy,
and Decadi, when warning him to escape,
had, in his hurry, said nothing about Clo-
domir. .

*You inguire who Clodomir is? rejoined
the magistrate. * Well, he is the man ‘with
whom you went to Fleurines on the sixth day

of November.’

eagerly. ¢ I eould not have been at Fleurines
on that day. - This I can prove. :
- ¢ How 1——by what means ¥’

*Let nie be confronted” with Madame de
Gazeran I—and she shall acknowledge that i
was here—aprisoner in this very castle at
that identical time 1’ o
14T must remark, that what you assert is
bighly improbable.” - .

* Nevertheless; it is the truth. 1 accuse
no one. ¥ am not breaking my oath! said
Pierre, looking significantly at the legitimate
sons of his father. I will not tell how er
by whom I was brought to Gazeran; but I
may declare that I was. here, in confinement,
at that date’; apd T invoke the testimony of
Madaine de' Labourdillicre, since it seems
that now is the name of the Liady of Gazeran.

" wher erime, and we shall see whether she will

I beseech you. to consult her, Mr Simeron, [

. away.

_have Pierre Aubin removed out of their

. Pierre, trembling with rage, and with a vio-

. #The sizth of November I’ repeated Pierre

- desirous than Honore that this man should

- taining the father in the heighborhood., .
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~expect she will not deny the fact.’ - .
¢ We sghall see, replied the magistrate,

visiler &gl:ing the fatal ab;sgnge:of Pier ,l;
The  kidnapper™ possessed himself, éﬁ. he

who thought that Pierre had. become . com-| unconscious little one. withoutdifficulty; the

pletely crazy by the murder of his child, and
therefore spoke compassionately to him.—
Then apologizing to the brothers for having
distarbed them hy the arrest, prepared to go

The brothets, seeing they . were ‘about’to

way, and firmly entangled in the meshes of
the law, expressed hypoeritical pity for the
poor deluded man; and Antoine, eager to
account for the murder, ventured to say,—

¢ The poor devil who accuses everybody,
_has, perhaps, in a fit of insane . frenzy, hime
self been the death of the litle innocent
whose fate ho now so pathetically bemoans.’

* Horrid wretch!. Dare you say that 1
could kill my own sweet Philiberte ¥ shouted

lent effurt escaping from his guards, and rushs
mg towards the villainous dwarf,

At this instant, Regina, uncasy at the long
conference with the ‘delagates of justice, ap-
peared, bedecked in bridal attird®

CHAPTER XVI.
It must be granted, that the victim of so
much persecution, the unfortunate game-
keeper, juagiag from the past, might well be-
lieve Regina capable of any Act of violence
and cruelty ; yet in the present instance he
wronged her, ST
-This crime was committed by Antoine, al-
though it was not premeditated on his part.
His only object was to delay Pietre one day
longer at Chamecy, in order io secure his
arrest, o o
The discovery of the ehest in the pavilion
—sepulehre having, as already noticed, re-
moved the superstitions dread of the denun-

ciation of the paper foapd in the closet, re-|.

newed the hostile feelings of the brothers
against Pierte, whose death they now again
desired. . ' S
- Antoine, who doubly hated the game-keep-
er as'the beloved of Regina, was even more

perish on the scaffuld as an incendiary, he
therefore determined-to destroy the effect of
the warning that had been sent to. Pierre to
eéscape, by stealing the child and “thas de-

Tpargy was,—

father being away .and the mother hayiag
fallen asleep from sheer exhaustion:” -, ¢ ., ' §
. The villain had quitted the, house, and ‘was §
passing along tiie garden hedge, which..\yge ]
high enough to screen him from the slghggf
the. gardener. who was at ‘work, whem, the
hapless infant, frightened at the stranger’s ili-
looks, began to scream.. | . . .
The gardener raised his head at the soting,
and Antoine hewrd his heavy steps approach- ‘§
ing.. He stepped .back, and hid behind a -§
wall, then, to still the cries. of the child, he §
sut down on the ground and 'lgid. her ‘acroas
his knees. . With one hand he rudely grasped §
its tender throat, and, with the other,he §
pressed heavily on iislitlé mouth. 7,
. The child became silerit, for it had cepsed
to live! - . TR |
On discovering this, thé.assaésixiﬁiv,’bﬁ]?l |
preferred leaving the body on the sﬁd}',.ﬁut ‘
he feared detection. Therefore,_,’}iidsingﬁ.ét R
un:iieir_clllis .(éloak, he returned 'to the house, J
and laid it by theside of the. still sleeping
Cecile, AL <
It was a bold step. to venture - back-with %
the inanimate babe, but An‘toiné.ivas'.édfrép- E
turous in crime, and had faith that his'e }] ;
genius would not' desert him,  Indeed, ‘e,v'éry 2
thing seemed.to be favorable to the sucgess -
of his wickedness : the lengthened S_I)éééi‘if
the poor mother—the solitnde of the place-—-
the absence of Pierre.. 8o, with a Jight &
heart, this inhuman wretch quitted the 'spat B
where he had wroight this iresh evil oxisfgt 2

devoted game-keeper. T
‘ Pierre will be. taken to prison to-mortow,’ 3
said he to himself, < for he will stay here: o
console his wife, and his destruction,is ;ffq;g-
cured.’ S L

It had been settled that Antoins ghould fe-
pair 1o Gageran, after his secret. mission
the unexpected resvdt of wliic% we have jtggt
narrated-—without returniyg . to. ’Vﬂléﬁﬁi} ¥
for the wedding which had begn deemed ex-
pedient, was to take place on.the -.s:iinéz,a;:y
on which they hoped the law wonld egtr

the detested son of ;heir,m'ufde&ed,yai&i ’

-+ This_will -account. for the surprise of the.
three, brothers in the ball room, for ‘ali”hat -
tho dwarf had said when he joined the by

e

I will now be undersicod Who was the

S YAl isAsatisfaqtlbrilﬁ'étrdpgéﬁ. Thegw& .
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B %is 1 not, on that day, in this very castle 1—

Honore ! = .

E " We will'now revert to what was pasding,

| U4t the - castle<gate, where we left off at the
end of the last chapter. ,

. 7 “The géndarmes were about to lead’ their

' ’prigoner away, when Regina appeared on the

“threshold, e .

i On'*seeing" his enemy, Pierre struggled
hard to free himself, begging to be allowed
to remain a few minttes to speak to her, to

B ‘which the magistrate reluctantly consented,
¥ ipd Pierre cried out boldly,— l

L - ¢ Mddam, I am accused of having set fire
B “fo Fleuripes on the sixth day. of November
B fast. * T'conjure you to-speak the truth. Say,

' E&éﬁé’r' will'cause you no more heart-barning,
- 7 :

Mell'dlso, T pray you, at what date I quitted
U . ‘ :
"+ “This unexpected question at first confused
~.Regina, but, being re-assured by the presence
9 hér biothers, she replied,— .

"¢ What means the man? I do not even
L kniow him : :
E© ""Then you refusé to exculpate me, when
Yoy character and life are at stake, and a
" word, of trutlt from you' would saveme. 1
' “bught to haye expected this from you. Go
- 81, “madam’; Ishall be able to prove it with-
‘gut your concurrence.” - .
" Growing animated as he continued to
: ’;gpéak; and exasperated beyond measure,
Pierre said to the magistrate,— .
© ¢'Puu ought to be informed, sir, that the
- ‘fudy who will not speak at myrequest, and
| "iirétends 1ot to know me, had, nevertheless,
| “Whiften to ‘me--yes, familiarly, too! One
- day, whilst | was detained here in a-dungeon,
- un the occasion of her going to some festi-
. “val ‘when'she was to, be absent for a day or
“two) the Lady of Gazgran condescended to
write me a note in which she named the con-
““Hitions’ on “Which she would release me, for 1
- wid her prisoner. By providential gdod luck,
'3t happens thiit this letter was dated sizth of
*  Nobeémber, un important date indeed to me,
- “since it appears to be that' of the conflagra-
‘tion of Fleorines. "Will you'say this, also,
‘is'false, Madam 7 ' S
“Phe lady wns powerfully affected, but her
“eousins surrounded. her, and begged Mr.
'Milneton {0 excuse’ ah ‘émotion compatible
‘\with perfect innocence suddenly assailed by
such scandalous imputations,

words of her husband and his brothers, took

the man must be mad. Then casting a con-
temptuous glance on Pierre, said it was time
for her to re-join- the company in the ball-
room, T ‘
Humbled,  scorned, and disbelieved by
everybody, Pierre, foaming with rage and
goaded by despair, exclaimed,— .
‘Wo betide my wicked persecutors! This
letter which the ciderant Regina de Gazeran
pretends not to have’ wriiten—this letter —’
¢ Well, that letter ¥ intertupted the law-
officer, who began to suspect that all’ the
prisoner was raving about conld not be wholly
imaginary—" that letter, if such as you des-
eribe, would clear you, I grant; but perhaps
you will tell us it has been destroyéd.”
“No, sir ; no such thing. It still exists.
‘Does it ? :
“Yes; I am sure of it
¢ Why not produce i, then? or do you
mean go say you do not know where it is¥
' ¢ There, fortunately, you are mistaken,
Mr. Simer Ipan tell where it may be
found, because I hid it myself in the ground,
in a corner to the right of the door in my
dungeon, in the second dungeon to which I
was transferred. .1 put it ‘there for safety.
intending to earry it away with me if ¢éver 1
should leave the castle alive. But my flight
was so sudden, and attended with sucli iaci-
dents, that, when leaving my terrible prison,
I did ot think of the letter—I only thought
of preserving my life and regaining liberty.?
“The Messicurs de Labourdilliere’ had not
followed the bride, wishing to see their enemy
fairly in custody and removed from the pre-
mises; and on hearing Pierre’s .assertions
they looked at each other in- consternation,
The worthy and humane magistrate, busied
with turning over in his mind the strange
charges of the game-keeper, did not observe
their troubled: mien, as he replied to the
prisoner,— - :

poor fellow, it seems very unlikely you should

were imprisoned.” . = ° .
‘It would appear quite natural, sir, if I
might tell undér what circurstances I eséap-
ed from my dungeon ; ‘but I must not,  ought
net, I cannot reveal.” -

| castle where, according to your aceount, you

’- "" Regina, restored to ‘composure by the

courdge, and ‘again- assured Mr. Simeron that -

) . ' Aubin, the game-keeper '
“of the officers.of justice,’

- upon this precious letter, it will have disap-

. 39 it were, one of the houséhold of Gazeran

¢ Admitting that what yop say is true, my ‘

ledve so important a paper behind you, in, a

Mr. Simeron, not knowing what to think

REGINA.  ~ -

of such contradictory statements, turned to
Honore, and inquired, saying,—

. What am I to make of thia 7

¢ Truly, this is a pretty question to address
to me, sir ' was the. bridegroom’s sircastic
reply. ¢ What must you believe respecting
the accusation against my wife? Has not
every bad action some powerful motive or
interest - to instigate its commission? Now
what motive or reasor could the lofty Regina
de Gazeran have had for persecuting Pierre

‘ Besides,’ added William,’ if the shadow

of a doubt could exist, our sister-indaw - will|

doubtless consider it her duty to throw open
the interior of the castle to the examination

The magisirate being satisfled, was about
to withdraw, when Pierre again earnestly im-
plored him td make instant search.

¢ Oh, sir, if you go not at once and seize

peared ere to-morrow, and I shall be ruined,
I demand, in justice, to bo taken at omce to
the subterranean dungeons of this castle. I
will show you the letter where I have told
you | buried it.’ -

¢ The subterrancan dungeons I’ thbught-
fully repeated Mr. Simeron, aloud. *How
comes he to know that there are any such
here ?° ‘

‘ Parbleu I’ sneered Antoine ; ¢ there is
nothing strange about that, seeing Pierre is,

The was game-keeper when the old lord was
alive.’ ) ' -
‘Yes,’ added James; “he had every op-
portunity, as-a domestic of the late lord, 1o
vecome, in the execation of his master’s
ordets, thoroughly acquainted with the secret
places of the castle.’ ;

“Aht—indeed! Then how happened it

that Madame de Labourdilliere disclaimed all | -

knowledge of the man? - .

‘ 8ir, do you mean to cross-question’ us 3
said William, haughtily. '

¢ Certainly ; it is my right and my duty to
do 80! was the firm rejoinder of the magis-
trate. ' -
- ‘It is very plain, that, in your official ea-
pacity, you are not used to dealing with
honorubie men,’ said James, in a loud voice,

“Silence ; you -will spoil all,” whispered

Honote.

unseemly tone of your remarks, and your,
very improper manner. of treating me, have_
nduced an ‘alteration of my .views, and,,ine;
tentions, The search which Pierre Auybin
has demanded, skell take plice in;media&@;:
I will superintend it myself? - -7 T
¢ As you please,’ said William, a little "so-
bered by this menace; ‘ we will agcoinpany,
you as guides, if yon choose’ . - .
‘I accept your offer.” ) S0
¢ You will permit me to assist your invess.
tigation?’ said Pierre, whose countenarice, °
was radiant with joyful hope,” = " 7§
* Certainly ; you shali go with us toindi- . §
cate the spot’ = | : NER
Torches were instantly brought, and whilst,
Regina, all impatience and anxiety was com-
pelling herself to act the apparently unpen-
cerned part of amiable hostess with the bridal;
party, the bridegroom and the game—keeﬂé;:;z
with the officers of justice, were ﬂeééenﬂ;iig@
deep below the festive-halls, into the'gloomy; §
vaults, before emtering which Honore had
contrived to send word of what - was 1rags,
piring to his anxious bride. S
On learning . that a search was actually, " §i
taking place for the criminating letter, Reging,  §

]

countenance, and she succeeded, by a violen
effort, in repressing her feelings. She..!'ooke;;
calmly and even smilingly around her. . .
For an hour this. frightful. uncertainty’
lasted, . It was;. indeed, a lopg “period Q{E
agong and restraint ! N
At theend of that time the four: brothera §
returned to the ball-room, and by:their Jooks ¥
it was evident that the paper ‘had nof been; i

foung. On approaching her; Hondre . whigh,
pered,— ' S ey .
* Pierre could: not discover the entrance tg.°
the cell” . - ° 0 ) ; , : 5
¢ How fortunate!" exclaimed. Rggi‘qaf‘;;f.,ém}} ‘
she breathed audibly, “as” though her chesi
had been fréed.from a heavy. waight, ., v
Honore frowied, and. §eid, wnquiringjy,~

¢ Then there is such g letter . .7
* Yes, too truly I";gasped Reging, .
‘Imprpdent, wolt}ﬂn;:i?fl.y w’.":.@f;'f? : ity
‘ Absent in person, I must confess | wishe:
ed to be present tohis thoughts” " v
¢ You love him greatly, then, madam ¥’ i\,
‘That is -3 "fact which.§ nover disguised,
from you, sir. . You were aware of it when.l,

curious eyes were watching every chggg?}?of i |

+
Loty

. .
¢ Gentlemen,’ continued Mr. Simeron, ‘the

first accepted your hand. -, You knew: it ber.

had difficalty from fainting, in *earnest ; but; §
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ytmd all doubt’ when, & ‘week agd, you camio
¥ again to Solieit my promised hand,. in. Paris
I Remember what passed then, and our mutoal
| vows' not to reproach each other with by-

B cones” You had yOurmotwesaf'self-mterest
- etc., and T —'

SN Regina, I ani not reproaching you-—what
. you say is stejctly rue—but this proef must
.. be destroyed.’

‘Yes, undoubted]y 80; and presently, when

B thcy Jeave me alone my own chamber, |

F will” g'o myself, alone, and bring away the
g letter.”.

- “tRegina, I will only stlpulate that you gwe
it to me. I would famn destroy the vexatious
~ docament myself)” |

"It shall bé s0 ' the lady rephed ‘

Thlé conversation was held in a tome so
low that no one could overhear it; but the
- jeslous dwarf devined from their looks, and
by watchmg the movernent of’ the speakers’
lips, the project. for recovering the letter.

. A swrange and ferocious light shone in the

. dark eyes of the wicked Antoine, And a bit-
~ ter smile wreathed his eynical lips—he, too,
 fornied a sudden plan, dnd slyly he’ ‘slipped
L fEboh thie sssepbly as the guests were prepar-
- ingto depart. -,

“Whilst' bent on putting his horrible design
ﬁito efecutlon, Antmne was makmg d ciréuit
of ‘the eastle-walls, minutely searching for a
particular spot — Pierre Aubin’® was. being
borne away, under o strong escort, to prison.
| He had been unable to find the passage that
' ledto the entrance of  his last dungeon—the
dboret isy]um of the former Lords of Gazeran
~~und &s all hopes of obtaining the hidden
éffer was at"an end, it appeared that no

chince remained for proving his infocence.’

Leaving the nnfortunate game-keéper  for
the présint, we muit {imagining s despair
and agony op the mournful journey,) proceed
t6- hurrite, ‘the, object ;md the resuTt of
Advotn’s preject.

The vile and urihappy dwarf was consumed
by’”the Violence -of two opposite passions—
i~ love ‘and. hatred. ‘He "detestéd the game-
f - keeper ; and- nothmg had lessened the love
whmh for years ke had eherished, in- st,cret
for s csusin, Regina.

From the first motnent when he dared ad-
mit to Hiinself the fact of this passion, he had

en gensm"fe of the fo]’ly, the utfer hopeless-

&5 of Yis: adorgtion.” ' He fully Teilised a

sétise of the invincible obstacles that separat-{

ed him from the idol of his love—yet the
feeling acquu'ed by degrees, the gigantic
force that trequently is the result of secretly
and intensely dwélling on one idea or pas--
sion until it makes head against .every ob-
stacle.

The passionate (unsuspected) lover was
willing to eherish "her image in his hreast
without giving utterance to his feelings.
He would have beeun happy to have bestuw-
ed on Regina his soul’s ardent worship, all
unknoewn to her, had she vever foved or mar-
ried, as at one t:me he thcmght might be the
case.

It would have satlsﬁed this singular being,
and been bliss enough to content his hopes
in admirieg and loving Regina—provided
that she had been imsensible to love. Iie
was infatuated to such a degree that she
should be like a marble divinity, insensible
to the adoration of her numerous admirers—
though living in an atmosphere of love and
adoration, that she should bestow no sympa-
thy or affection, in return, on mortal man.

This hope ¢ ceased when his divinity prov-
ed she was not cold and impervious as mar-
ble. Oh! whattorture she had inflicted upon
him by the smiles which she lavished on her
admirers, and the encouragement she gave
them since the death of her uncle! More-
over she had accepted Francois, without
being in love,—dnd after ‘his death she had
just become: the wife of Honore. -

How dreadful, during that period; had
been the feelmgs of the wretched dwarf!
Every smile had guthim tq the heart. - Every
kind word that egma uttered wrooght his
evil passions to a species of deliriom, He
could contemplate the death of a rival with-
out even the hope of taking his place.” A
rival to him was not an obstacle to his love,
only an enemy the more, the life or death of
whom could change nothmg in the destiny of

| him ‘who felt that his ardent imaginings were

not ordained to become realities, Neverthe-
less he viewed a rival with abhorence.” Thus
we rmght ghy ‘that ‘his hatred was in a mea-
sure’ dlsmterested although ferociass, pltl-
less,

_Such 'was the love of Antoine——jealous,
wuhout hope for himself, yet resolved that
the ob_]ect of his passion (unreqmted and an-
known) should die rather than belong to
another ‘

It was in order to preveiit the marriage of

4
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Rigina with Francois that he had made use
of his power as a chief amongst the incen-
diaries, intendiny that the castle shonld have
been fired—but the pavilion—and -this at a
late hour, when assistance would pot have
been at hand to'stay the devouring flames—
but his directions, as we have seen, had been
misenderstood ; the pavilion was consamed,
and Francois persshed in the ruins ef it.

Thé object of Antoine in wishing-the cas-
tle to be set on fire, was, that he might have
an_opportunity to bear Regina awWay from
the flames in his arms, "If saved, he would
have & claim on her gratitude. Ifshe perish«
ed even, that would be better than to let her
live for another. It would be in his arms
that she would die, and she could not prevent
or repulge the caresses he might imprint on
her lovely feutures-—and he looked forward
to a frightful death with frenzied delight in-
stead of horror.

The_anticipated catastrophe did not oc-
cur. Regina, it is true, became free once
'more—but, the weight of a brother’s death,

*» fruitlessly brought about, was dadded to hls

load of sin.
Without affection had Reglna consented

*to marry him who had thus suddenly been

éalled  out” of this world, and still without
love, she had just espoused another. Thus
was rempved the struggle in the fiery breast
of the only one of the aristocrat brothers,
who really loved the lady o

Bad as these -considerations were to be
borne, - the “suffering they occasioned was
light compared to that proceeding from the
certainty of Reegina’s love for the game-keep-
er of the forest of Brassense, and bitter was
Antoine’s hatred in consequence of it. '

The errand.-on which this malignant man-
was now hound, has not fire and certain
death for its ob_lect—-—yet it is an appalling
one. He has satisfied’ himself that Regma
will repair to the cell from which Pierre es-
“caped, by the hole which he had burrowed
with his hands, to gain possessidh of the im-
portant loveletter, and although he gnashed
his teeth with fury to ihink that she should
waste a love (so prized by him) on ‘one who
was insensible to and scorned it—~yet he hat-
ed not Pierre the less, for bemg éo mdlﬁ'er-
ent.

To the wild and w1cked :magmatton of

- the dwarf, this visit of the bnde, 'to the Ioath-

some. dungeon, appeared an : epportunity,

sudl as he could never againhave. of obtains.

ing:a hold over Regma»—and he dptermmed
10 profit by it e

iCould he'reach the prison . before Regma,
and seize the letter, then on’ her acqniescénee’

wonld depend ils restoration to hersel-—Fer

very life perhaps—and also the honor of the

~ g8

family. For in his blind passién he vesélvs | .

ed "that, should she "prove mvmmbie to

prayers ‘and threats, either from repuunanee’ |

to him personally, or from regard to'het new
position, or any other ¢anse—he would Him=
self place in the magistrate’s hand the doti
ment which woyld completely hlast her res
putation and clear Pierre Aabin, -~ = /7~

- Having great faith in the power he shmﬂ&
acquire by means of the letter, Antoiné: did:
not - reflect. that the’ proposed -alternntivey

whilst’ punishing ‘the woman whom he loved: ¥

better than life itself, would exoneraté amiI )

save the man he mortally execrated, ™ ‘0
trusting that this extremity would hot arise,
he thought only of discovering the outlebfto
the dungeon made by Pierre, -

The attempt to enter the cell, he felt’ muét
be made, from the’outside, for if the game- -
keeper, havmg so ‘strong ‘an interest in the
matter, could nat find the moveable éntraficé
to the corridor, how should he sudceed‘i’
Besides, should he ever make it out; ‘ahd
reach the door of the inmost-cell, he had fiot
the key of it—therefore the at.tempt must“bei

made from without. - BE

At last, after rigid scrutiny, he fnund tﬁe
large flag-stone which he sought. * The' Shhie
that had resisted his efforts from underneath:
but now he had room to wotk; and"he viggs
rously. applied himself 10 the removat of lhls
impediment. 'The great’ weight of ‘it Waii’

suchi,- that in spite of his incredible ' ext
‘ertions,

‘he could not stir the obsfad!e that
barred 'his entranee. = - - e L

* Anitoine -wiped the profuse persP:rhtinh
from his reeking brow, and looked ‘abuut for
something to ussist his efforts:’ Sﬂd&eniy Hé

rememibered Archimédes and the Ieé‘erf He‘

hid found what he wamed e

A trong pole from an arbor in, th pleaitfl‘é
grounds close by, furnished ™ the ex? '

diver
which his arm Tacked ; the stone 'was® (fg Iﬁ%-

ed sufficiently to permm ‘Him to msihuate’in& -

‘| body into the narrow conduit.’

The- dwarf soon found,’ ‘to his® d sfn’agv
Fhtd

this pmagé wag not sb ensy ». peﬁét ‘
when hé Had- passad through it in’® ]ihrdu‘i"bf .
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.-Iga;fu’gltwe prisomer, - -

4 Either- the nhtural - Gavmg inof. the earth |-
- had. narrowed the way, or it had. been.ob-
stryeted on purpose. Howeévpr he had en-
tered with his -hands  extended’ before him,
and - hie. head -bent forward, he pushed bis
way ‘onward; hoping. that the tunnel would
be larger as he progressed. But oh horror !

d.A Jitile furtherson it was compietely chock-
aa up: .

The dreadful thought assailed h:m, and

temfymg it; was, that possibly the cavity was
closed up, intentionally, from within the dun-
.geen | If this were the case what would be-
come of him{ - Retreat was next to-impos-
sible, for the ascent was steep and suddeh ;
algo the deformities -and the corporal weak-
nes¢:.of - Antoine would be dreadful, if not
ipsprmonntable, hindrances to his extrica-
ting: himself from this perilous pass by re-
-’CQ Rg'.

- Ihe.dwarf therefore tried hard to advance
-—h,ut bis efforts only weakened him, and
proved the strength of the obstruct:ons above
and in front of him.

Tha blood begain ‘tor mount to his tem.|-

plgs . The aiy hecame rarified around him,
The. qurth anc{ gravel falling down, as it was
digturbed by the motion of his feet, rolled
after him. towards the inner end of the pas-
sage,. blocking up the rear ; and his mouth
filled with foam, He bit the stones that
wounded his face—and gave himself up for
logg !

J'Iere,; here he was todie ! To die.in the
graye which was momentarily closing, tighter
qnd tlghtex on him !

It was impossible to call for help. Impps-
slhle was it for-him even to budge at all, He.
feli, that:he was being . thoroughly wedged in,
the .smallegt possible compsss. 'T'he fallen
rubbish from beneath the dungeons had .gn-
compassed him, and was bearing heavily, on
" hig back.and. shoulders, and seemed to com=
press his.very muscles. His feet only had.

any space at all wherein to moye, but he ddr-

ed not stir for fear of aggravating his fnghtﬁ ‘

i‘ pgmom ;
t; chgarf now: felt cqnvmced lhat he. Was.
put to pensh of suffocation! Hig chest
hn,(l no.room 1o beat, he could scarcely re-
| spire. He felt. 35 if he must_soon - explode
- ike a bomb. “The, blood filled his. eyes,
L ueless ag. theg were in the utter darkness, it
rushed into_ hps amouth, it burst Aorth from

his:ears! The torture was horrible |
In his despair, at this crisis, Aptoine made
a convulsive motion with his.feet, as he

writhed in this sheath of earth and gravele-

the agony he was enduring lent force to the
kick—the stone which he had but partially
displaced ' to allow his entrance to this horri-
ble place—was-knocked off the halance, and.
it fell in, sinking down and pressing hard
against the nmiserable helpless man! -

Surely now It is all over with the gullty
Antoine ¢

Notso! By good-luck or rather by, per--

haps, the reverse, it happened that the fall
of this stone whlch overwhelmed him and
seemed to ensure destruction, was the means
of providing escape,

The enormouns weight of the stone urging
the body of Antoine forward, as the passage
inclined down-wards, and the jar produced
by its fall setting in motion the rubbish that
choked: up. the mner mouth of the excava-
tion—the adventurous dwarf thus. impelled

onward, descending in to the cell, amid a

shower of earth, dust aond gravel !

his brow-—the, determination of Antoine de

Labourdilliere: to carry out the purpose for.

which he had penetrated thus. hazardausly
to the late _prison of Pierre, was not in the
least. shaken. -

Havmg recovered a httle by the fmnt air,
that entered the cell through the iron grat-:

ing above the door, and recraited his strength
by a few short minutes of rest,. he, flung him-
self on the stone floor. and began eagerly to
scratch in the corper.that Pierre had indi-

cated as. the. deposltary of the lmportantu

letter. ‘

The search Wasr not in -vam' Presently
he screamed with delight..

¢ Lhave got it Ok this -precious Ieum
I Iuwa i now ! I :
Qvercoipe by the fatigue that he ha,d um;

dergone, -the varied and intense emotions;

which . had .excited. hlm, ‘the moment of the.

aqqon;pllshment of this great object, was

overpowering, ‘and he sank back . exhausted.
against the humid walls of -the dungeon,

clenching- ihe ;paper with convnlsive grasp!
-Some little time after, as he was reviving,,

he, hq:ard light footsteps approaching the '

Noththstandmg the perilous and agonis-

ing sitwatipn from which he had so miracu-
lously escaped—though still trembling as he-
wiped the clammy death-sweat of horror from®

REGINA;

door, and he muttered ferocxously-— Cn

¢ Here comes Reginal. Her. letter . has.
rost me dbar—but how much greater. tfw
pn tee she will have to pay for a@r :

' CHAPTER XVIL
. 'Whilst on the one hand Pierre Aubin, a
prey to sorrow and despair, was being con-
ducled by the Gendarmerie, to the prison at
Sentis, and Aatoine?de Labouardilliere was

 fighting his way to the dungeon, as deserib®

ed in the last chapter, the, ball-room in the
castle of Gazeran had resumed its gaiety,
the music resounded as hefore the embarras-
sing interruption, and the company assembled
to celebraze the nuptials, returned with fresh
vigor and animation to the festivities of the
night.

Madame de Labourdlllere havmg been in-

formed of the inability of the'game-keeper to’

find the letter, and of his departure for a jail,
recovered her self-possession, and by her
flow_of spirits, grace, urbanity and beauty,
attracted the attention, and commanded the

" admijration of her nwmerous and. dlstmgulsh-

ed guests.

Notwithstanding this: appearance of ease
and unconcern, Regina felt the txme long
until she was at liberty to retire.

At length the moment arrived: when Re-
gina could set abouwthe important undextak-
ing, on the success of which depended her
dignity, her reputation, her honor !

With a lamp in one hand, and the keys
she required in the. other, this bold. woman
made her miduight-journey. through the sub-
terraneous intricacies which led to the vault
in 'which was concealed the imprudent avow-

al of her guilty and scandulous passion. This.
tell tale paper she was about te recover, and-

it. destroyed, nothing. would be- left te .sus-
tain the blighting imputations of Pierre.. .

Thus thought Regina, . who knew not that
to recover, it would be requisite to purchase it| -
With a shudder of inward exultation she

applied the key to the lock of the secret

dangeon in which she had for so hmg a time

immured the- man who had despised;and re-
jected her love. 8Still she. hesjtated .an_in-1
stant, before opening the dood, to cast a look
hehmg, in orded to ascertain .whether any.
one had followed her o

It was of Honore that. Regma thought
&nd yet why should she. dread Ags. espio-
nage or presence.l "'Was he not informed

of the past’! "Had _sha not‘ that e}zt,amgg, :
even, admitted her former love? .@
This was. perfectly true, nevertheless B.Qﬁ
gima did not wish the Jove-letter to fall into y o
hands of her husband, She, intended to

“thim in the first instance..that she, ha& nop

been able to find i, and to.reserve 0. her<

self the power of using it at a future peno&,x o

uccording to circumstances—either:/to " put.
an end to the persécution of Pierre by Her
nore—or in case the foriner, by fresh insulis
and hamiliating disclosures, shouaid drive. her
to exiremities, to produce this galling eplstle
as a means of causmg the death of the games
keeper through the invitation of her husbaud

. Being satisfied that she was alone in the
corrldor, Regina. entered - the cell and ﬂgw
towards the spot where she expected fo ﬁud
the letter.

Instantly ‘she recmled with horrot ~shriak-
ing involuntary !’ b, i

‘Regina was not alone in_the- dunge,ou'
On -the ground lay a man in convulsions..
His clothes were torn and covered with di
His lips' were covered with foam, His. gea
bloodshot, and almost. starting out ‘of  their.
sockets. . His contortions and apffarent, m?;
gony were.féarful to Iook upon. The sl
which progeeded from his mouth.were unip-,
telligable, but expressive, in the great.est d&-e
gree, of fear and rege combined, -

What could. this mean - Who cpnld thls
man bel - i

Notmthstandmg her own terror, Rggma
drew near, and holdmg the light in his face,
she recognised, in, this miserable object An-,
toine de Labourd:lllere v e

The wretched creature appeared to know
her also, but his agitation was too great tq
allow him to express what he was labouring’
to say ; and the astounding spectacle deprigs-

‘ed Regina, for a few momems, of the powger

of speech.

As goony as Antoine was able 1o make ar-‘
tmglate sounds, he exclaimed over and over:
again, in rapid snccessmn, and mvxd exz
pressmn of horror—~ =~

- ¢ The phantom, the phantom' It Waa h}!a-
He hasistolen the letter from me ! Qhe
phantpm S s

¢ What! has any one been here '?’ lnquu-n
ed Regina. '

¢ Yes, %e has, the s_pzrzt £ f

ke phantom, the phantom ! was nll tm
could be extracted from the raving dwarf, .

EX




REGINAL:

‘iAII that the lady of Gazeran could make
out, from this 1ncoherncy was~thit some
stﬁnge évent had very lately occurred in this
rginiote ‘and seCret place, and that soié¢ mys-

3 teﬂoqs ﬁersonage had appeared to her bro-
' thér-in.law, - Wiibout staying to puzzle her-
sélf about this strange matter, she hurried to
the cornet where the letter was said- to have
been, ~ Plainly she saw that it had been’but
reqently removed the earth' was fresh that
had, covered it, and appeared beyond doubt
to; Have just been scratched out,

“Yes, indeed, but a few minutes previous,
Anfioine had hetd it in his frenzied fingers,
and exulted at the anticipation of his triumph
over his coveted -idol—dnd yet the paper
‘hdd vanished, and he seemed ‘a maniac.

How this had happened—what had taken

place—who had carried off the missing let-
tér on which so much depended—remained
for the time an impenetrable mystery.
1 ﬁeﬁiﬁa, in this dilemma, was obliged to
. acquaint hér husband immediately ‘'with a
trile ‘statement ‘of her adventure in the dun-
gébn, and he, with his brothers, hurried down
to femovg the miserable dwarf who was at
once catefully escorted to Valganest

Fcr eight days and nights Antoine was in

a'raging fever, and completely delirious, ta-|’

vmg mcessently about—‘ the Ietter and the
pkqntom r

‘Puring the whole- of this time, one or
other of fhe brothers, kept vmllant ‘watéh
atfd’ guard at his " bedside. - The disappear- |,
anée of 'the letter’ was a constant source of
uniéasiness t them, for whilst it would esta-
blish the innocence of Pierre Aubm, it
! Wnu!d as we have seen, as effectually dis-

' grace t‘:e lady who liad become the wife of
ol of thé aristecrat b:‘o‘thers, and of- course
tife sister-in-ldw-of the rest.

" I'was “impossible for - them, in the mean
time, to obtain any clue as the person who
had “gbstracted the letter, no- light having
béen thrown on the subjec.t by tiie t‘lwarf
who could only say—— - -

“1t was he l—It was the phantoml He~

too’f; the ietter e

aving made these exvlamatmﬂs, the deli-}

rious wretch would, in his paroxisims, refer to
the'iitarder of lhelr father, and the chest that
’ was employtd to gonceal, his remains, !

« 'These 'dreadful révelations were of too

Séftauﬁ'ai nature to'bé allowed to réach other

ears'than their’ own, ‘thérefore the' brothers'

took the precautlon not to ‘allow any one
alse t6 énterthe sick man’s éhambet under
any- pretence. ’
" Once, and- onice only, had they departed
from this rule. Honore had called in 4 doe-
tor to see his brother !

Doctor Pascal was eminently successful

in his profassion, and was highly esteemed, .
throughout 'a lirge extent of country, by -

high and low, to whom he ‘devoted his rare
skill and care indiscriminately. Thus he
was a favorite every where, and did not fail
on all occasions, save one, to be well and
cordially received wherever his valuable ser-
vices were required.

The exception, to this universal welcome,
oceurred to Valganest, on the oceasion of
his ealling to pay a second visit to Antoine.

James—who had giving his opinion, that
it was .better to allow the fever to take its
course, should it even carry off their brother,

than admit any one to see him whilst thus:
raving—had encountered ‘doctor Pascal, and’

refused him admittance to his patient. "The
doetor insisted, an altercation ensned, From
being rude, James became absolutely inso-
lent, and ended by - imperatively dssmxssmg
hlm. :

where William- and Honore ‘were sitting at

the bedside of Antoine, ®is’ face was still

flushed; and the traces of his late anger were

visible. ‘
CWell, ‘James, what is the matter ?  Who

has been vexing you? asked his elder bro.-

ther, who had mdlstmctly heard the sounds
of wrath.

~ ¢ 1t 'was that rascally doctor who wonld”

come in herewhether or no. ln vain | tried,

‘by'soft woids, 10 dissuade him, saying it was
* | too-enrty, ete; He - replied that -a doctor

must consult the state of his patient, and not

the: tifiie of day.” - At. last'T lost ‘all patience

withi hiri; T had a great mind to pnch him
outof the window.” -
* Grracidhs Heavens! exclaimed the ever

timid ‘Honore; * I hope you dld nnthmg of s
thie kind? ¢

' Morbleu, I almost regret that I did not.”
- *You would have -done very wrong.: I

think ‘s yoir 'do; that it' was #n unwise ‘thing

on our part to call in the' doctor, because
‘Antoine’ babbled worse than ever, and there

ismo knowing- what suspicichs it rmght cres
ate; " neverthéless, the doetor - ouglit not to

Immediately after, James entered the toom -

- REGINA. . e

have been dismissed - without the gredtest po-
liténess and jprecaution.

Thiis said William— and Regma s husband
added—

* Yes, indeed, it becomes us, above all
things, to try and raise up friends.’

£ That, I think, is not our fate ¢ replied
James,’ in proof of which, know that the ac-
cused doctor dared almost to threaten us.’

¢ To threaten 7 With what? What does
he know? What cgn he do to us ? Surely]
you have not compromised?

‘ Why, Honore you are always a fraid,”
remarked William, = ¢ What can slgngly.lhe
words or actions of this Escolapius 1 I va-
lue them not a pin. But' though I am not
uneasy about so trifling @ matter, I should
like to know what the man threatened.’

. He - muttered, that he was driven away

from Valganest because he was attending

Cecile, the wife of Pierre Aubin, whom he
cailed our victim,” said Jamés, carlessly,
and he continued—

¢ It appears, that old Decadi R(ﬁbert, the
father of his woman, is straining every nerve
to substantiate the' innocence of his son-in-
law. Ductor Pascal dlso -told me that this
devil of a Decadi asserts that we well know
that Pierre is not guilty, and that we could
prove it, oaly that the whole of us have
sworn the destruction of the game-keeper of
Brasseuse.!

Honore shuddered at each word, and
William, who had become uneasy, ‘and very
attentive, asked his brother—-

“ Did doctor Pascal say nothing at all a-
bout Antoing then ¥

Ol'yes, but I had near]y forgotten it, for i in
truth I'did not pay much heed to his imper-
tinence. He said we were afraid to let him
approach the sick man on acconnt of the re-

velations which he was making under ihe in-|

fluence of fever, In short, in his rage at
being turned out of doors—he called out,
when beyond my reach, something about

‘the law—that the law knew mothing aboutA
“nobility, or gentry, or commoners, that the

only dnstmcuon in i sight was gmltor in
nocence.’

¢ God help us, can this doctor know P
exclaimed llonore in utter dlsmuy.

‘ What can_he_know, you frightened fel-
low, except ﬂylng reports 7 'I-ﬁ\d he the
slightest suspicion of the truth, he would not’
have sc.rupled to havé cast it up ‘to me in his

: ‘ capt!on—--

pasmon-—and then gentlemen Tthiok it would
have been unwise to have allowed himn to leavq
Valganest in a‘hurry.’.

¢ 1 think, with James, that dootor Pasual m
only an echo of the family of Decadi Robert,
by whom we need not expect to be held n;
the order of sanctity. Any evil that they
may say of us can only be of litle impor:
tance. Pierre Avbin, denounced as an -
cendiary, has assumed the position of acgh~
ser of Regina. Now, as Regina has becom@
allied to us, 80 Tong as the accusation as
gainst her remains unproved we can not suf-
fer from this calumny

¢ It is in vain-to talk so,’ replied Honore
¢ I am not satisfied. James was too hasty.
He ought not to have turned out the doctor -

180 uncerémoniously.’

¢ Bay rather that we ou'rht never to have
sent for him.’ -

¢ Then perhaps Antome would not be a-
live at this time,’ remarked William, o
. ¢ This may be ‘true,’ continued Houore,
nevertheless it would have been ‘the most’
prident course for us'to have puraued

* Let us be done with this. It T dx&
I do not regret, said James and to put an
end to the conversatmn, he . walked out of
the sick room.

At breakfast time James rez—:a;::]:w:aredi
but he did not appear as easy and satisfied.
as when he had left them. He ,held in iu§
hand a newspaper, folded in 4 wrapper, ﬂler1
address on which he read, with evsdent surs
prise, and then exc]ulmed-- :

¢ How long have” you been a sqbscnb
to the ¢ Propagateur de L' Oirse Honore%’{

‘I a. subscriber indeed? . Never——d"o
shame — a radmal paper | nervoualy Ten:
monstrated be. ' But why the question. “.Is,
that number addressed to me 2’ o

¢ Assuredly V' . P y

“ The devil'it s, What can this. meap ?ﬁ'
It myst contain somethmg that relates to.ye.
Quick, let me open it.’ o

With trembllng hand he tore_off the Gq-;'
ver, unfolded ' the paper, and running eager=,
ly over columns, his rapid glance was arresig
by the following . n‘btme, under: a ﬂammg

¥ '{

He read wn;h t:remglous yoice—

<.t BUFREME, {JOURT AT smvms.l £y

We. lwn fram;li our cor;espon dent at Sape,
tis,a, strange and ,hug’hly “intéresting piec

3 . PI0GR,
of intelligence, " =
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_-It will not have been forgotten that in con-
seéquence of the confession of Clodomir, the
mcendiary, Pierre Aubin, _the gamekeeper
of the forest of Brasseuse, was arrested -and,
thrown ioto the Jail of this ecity notwith-
standing the grave charges so solemuly made
dgainst this man, he persisted in ‘asserting his
entire 'innocence, but the evidence was so

‘ovérwheling, that no one would credit his

dsservations, ' ,

" It'is now stated, on the most reliable au-
thority, that a mysterious and providential
iiitervention - has oceurred, that will comple-
tely justify dnd absolve him whom the public,
in advance of a tral, had alréady condemned
. @8 a guilty man, an incendiary !

. We are positively assured that a letter has
reached the hands of Mr, Simeron, (who has
laid it before the court,) which it is said will
ptove an alibi on the part of the accused.
Neither is this all that the. letter will esta-
Klisht - g : o .

From the same sodrce we learn that this
letter compromises, in the most scandalous
manner, a certain,great lady, recently may-
ried, belonging to one of ‘the noblest and
miost aristocratic’ families in'the country. -

"' "This affair promises some rich disclosures,
whi’ch’ we will hasten to lay before our read-
ers, ,

" It was' indeed with fear. and trembling,
and in broken accents, that Honore read this
ailfiouncement so menacing to the parricides,
t¢"the. persecutors of Pierre Aubin, their
bother, o : :

_When Honore had’ concluded the fatal
patagraph, he sank in a chair, saying, in de-
spair— - C S

I am a dishonored man!" My wife will
bé'an ‘object of public scorn and contempt—
and Piirre Aubin has escaped from us I’

Then he cast a mourmful' ind imploring

1qqk upon James and William, but: they re- |

mained mute, confused, and ashamed.’
“The sick inan, the dwarf, without having
- been sensible of what had passed, caught the

words of Honore, uttered ih the piercing
‘ t%n,'-‘qf‘ anguish and despair, and rising up in|
bed, ke shouted— - A
¥ Pierre Aubin has escaped frdin us I

 CHAPTER Xyt

Op the evehing of that' day o which,

th¥Sugh the wiedium of the. tiewspapet which,

the probable speedy deliverance of Pierre
Aubin, with honotable acquittal, and the al-
most certain public disgrace of Regina—
the three aristocrats assembled in the cham-
ber of 'Antoine. -

The dwarf continued getting worse, and

complication of troubles which oppressed
them. ‘ '

With dejected and sorrowful looks, the
three brothers watched the prostrate dwarf,
preserving a mournful silence, for they felf

could suggest | ; ‘
Suddenly a great noise is heard without
the castle-—thien in the court-yard, over the
dungeon-vaults of Valganest, the tramp of
men and horses—and hearer yet, the sound
spurred heels on the stone-flagged corridors,
and the martial clank of sabres trailing
throngh the arched halls. .
At this ifistant, old Bartholomew, pale and
trembling, rushed into the room, The three
gentlemen had arisen, and were approaching
the door, when they wete arrested by theen-
trancé of this man, who, almost beside him-
self with fear, exclaimed — '
¢ The Police |—The Gendarmes I’
Mr. Simeron, the magistrate, who presid-

| ed over the affair, with the most format po-

liteness, apoligized for his appearance with
80 numerous- and formidablé a retinue.—
“ But, gentleman,’ he continued, * resistance
alone will render necessary the assistance of
this force § that I hope, wifl not be required.’
James, with difficulty, restriined by his
brothers, haughtly replied to the magistrate—
¢ Spare your politeness, sir, and tell Jus at.
once what this is about. Speak, I say
What do you want ?° ' .
With magisterial dignity, Mr. Simeron
made answer— ' i )
¢ Messieurs de Labourdillere, you are ac-
cused of hoving murdered Major Seigners
olfes I v
_Deathly was the pallor that overspread the
‘coutiteniances of the guilty men as the name
was pronotmced. Co
“Antoine, who, up to this instant, had re
mained immovable as a corpse, started up in
this bed, his hagard eyes’ wildly rolling, ‘and
repeated in-a hollow yoice— L
.t Major Stignerolles, adding °

gy . . L ESy YES,
Parvicides, Parricides, all of us # =~

ey had réceived, they became-apprised of

" The wreiched being having thus exclaim-

sorely perplexed were his brothers at the -

how useless I thing be t! ' h . .
o e Ay thing ,e that .‘they “producing this key instantly,’ said the magis-

. when the work was arrested, by the sudden
. entrance of a stranger. -

. shout of surprise and aflfright.

REGINA, o

ed, sank back oni his pillow.

¢ For progf?’ growled James, Then|

seek it 1 '

¢ Asa first step, I demand the key of the
family burial-vanit.’ .

* The key of the tomb of our family ? eja-
culated Honore, with evident fear and horror.

¢ It shall never be given up. The sepulchre

of the Labourdillieres shall not be profined |-

without passing over my dead body,’ furious-
ly exciaimed Honore,' ) -
¢ In the name of the law I insist upon your

trate, most peremptorily. \
¢ No magistrate can allow such a violation
~—it is sacrilege.’ o
¢ The door mustbe opened without fur-
ther delay.’ . ‘ .
Finding opposition useless, Honore or-
dered Battholomew to unlock the entrance
to the tomb. : :
Dreadful was the suspense, and pminous
the sullen silence ! At length heavy steps
are heard ascending the stairs.
- ¢ Oh, my God, they are bringing the fatal
chest I’ said Honore to his brothers, and his
face became livid and ghasily,, ' ‘
Too surely, borne by four gendarmes, the
dreadfil chest was brought mnto-the room,
and set dowa in the middie of the floor.
¢ Do you récognise this chest, inquired
Mr. Simeron of them, but he received no
reply.” ! . '
¢ Then we will proceed to open it.
"Two of the gendarmes where then ordere|
to burst. open the 'lid of this large, heavy,
and mysterions, chest.
‘Scarcely had they struck the first blow,

Ths instant that the brothers caught siglt
of this man, they simultaneously uttéred a

'Decadi’ Rolert seemed to recognise the
new comer dlso—and he, too, shouted, but
it was with delight—and he sprang instantly
forward, and seizing the stranger’s hands, he
kissed them, and bathed them with the tears
of joy. ' ‘ V

At this Joud noise and fresh commotion,
Antoine once again’ riised himself up, and-
catching sight of the ‘unexpected visitor—hé
pointed at him with his attenuated fingers—-

"t Tt is kel The phantom I’ R
As the dwarf pronounced these words, he
fell backwasds, gave a last groam, and ex-,
pired 1! C T
‘Walking up to the bed, the newscornier
took hold of the hand of the corpse, and
pressing it with emotioh, exelaimed—
‘ My son! Oh,mysont® ~ - .
Then turning to the bewildered speeta- -
tors of the extraordipary scene, this person
thus addressed themi— , S
"¢ Genttemen, I have learned that my sons
were acousedr for Parricide--=therefore am I
here.. Behold me!—Recognise mel—I "am
Major Seignerolles—or, rather, I am Etienne

| de Labourdillere .

. CHAPTER XIX. e
As there could be no doubt ¢f the existence
or identity of Major Seignerolles, the madgis-
trate'and his snite soon took their depatture. -
There, in the chamber of thé cliy-cold
dwarf, the brothers stood, self-condemnegd,
and utterly humiliated ! - - o
- ""'The father’s heart had compassion, “&¥en
for his wicked children, whom »e moufned
with bitter sorrow—and for a time all” were
silent.. o o ST
Through' the opportune appearance of the

| Major, that is, Etienne de Labourdillers, Kis

sons were preserved from public punishment,
~—but not from the disgrace of having p¥e-
meditated the crime, which the dying wofds
of Ancine proved his belief had been perpe-
trated. ; : i '
Pierré Aubin was cleared from the stigma

- |that had been atiached to his name; and the , |

danger that menaced his life, whénit 9@&5
ascertained whererhe had passed’ his time
during the absence which it had been sup-
posed was spent’ amongst the incediaries—
not in the durigéon-vaults of Gazeran Castle.
But, he tdo, was in tronble, 6n sccount pf
his* child’s death, and his wife's impaired
health and reason, - e
. Decadi, however, the old. soldier, and he
alone, seemed to'feel pleasurable feelings-on
the occasion. He was unfeigredly glad“io
find that his old commander, the Major, whs
still alive. - SR e
Elienne de Labourdilliere then gave a‘siy- '
lution -of the mystery of his escape from‘the
death they behieved Francoid had infligted,
-and 10 this; all listened with aitenfion. <%~

and with the mest .ppalling ook of hortor,
he exclaimed— : co

»
¢ Ma foi,’ said-the old soldier, we believéd

-




p:

. - that yon had repfzn;ed ‘éfypur resq!;ge ‘10 act

+pose was.to’ put an end:.to my -existence,

* drawn to protect myselfyand deter him, un-

©_sary, determined,. if possible, to overpower,

- affection . and a' good puipose}—whilst . his

~ject. , - ‘

;.tears from the eyes:of both of ug,~ "

-knowledge Pierre, and had abscouded to get
.elegr of usl’ P = T e

fou wronged me Decadi, and this my. fu-
-fure actions will declare better than. words—
;;put my sons | see are anxious 1o, learn how
1t comes that I am luckily alive to save them
not only from'condign punishment, but, |
-would fain hope, from the pangs of remorse.’
... You speak truly, father !’ said Honore, ti-
midly. * Indeed we have known no peace
.§ince that dreadful: hour, when our brother
“Francois re-appeared from  your chamber,
-wounded and- bleeding—with, .as we believ-
-ed,'your blood on his hands, atd vour death
on all our guilty consciences.” .. .
Honore paused, and shuddered at the re-
collection ; and-William added— N
syt -We. heard a fearful struggle, too, us it
Appeared.” o :
-~ +d will relate what occurred,’ said Etienne
;de Lobourdilliere— . Lo
... *When Francois entered my apartment,
I saw f:_-om his livid look, and the.désperate
-expression of his countenande, that his pur-

«which I knew. my sons unhappily. considered
a burthen to them. | saw also that he was
ot altogether so-hardened as to-have no
- gompunctions’ about the dreadful deed.he had
Aundertaken to perform, and resolving to
.spare him the certain remorse that would as-
ggyg;dly follow and avenge such a crime, I
sapd— L -
“* Beware ! T am armed! Approach not a
- step nearer at your peril I’ CeE
-~ * Disregarding my warning, Francois rush-
-ed upon. me, .and the dagger which }. had

intentignally wounded him. I threw the weu~
pon from me, and grappled with my adver-|

“his salvation, . ’ T
¢ This I managed to effect, and eagily, for
A0y arms  were -nerved  with the courage of

~-and then force -him to listen to my plan for

.were enfeebled by the wickedness of his ob-

* When I had masteréd and pinionéd my
-unhappy son, 1 implored bim to listen to me.
~dassured him, that notwithstandjng this out-.
rage, he wag too dead for me to harm, angd |

pluced. his conduct in such a light as drew:

i

*“What shall I.do 10 make atonement for
Ahis sin, oh my father,’” said he, penitenfially.
You must aliow your brothers to believe
that you .accomplished your mission. To
keep up this: appearance, we will bring out
that chest, which.you can privately fill with
stones, at your leisure, and you will persuade
them that you have put my mangled corpse
into it, as you doybtless intended.” =,

SThe horn which your brothere were

drown my eries, and which fortunytely hin
dered their hearing your appeal to them for
aid—has ceased, we ‘will therefore make a
noise, as if seuffling, which will account for
your sound. ' _ g

* Obey ma,’-1 contivved, and I will be as
though dead'to you all in future, us much so
asif 1 really were an inanimate occupaat of
that chest, whose very sight, | prophesy, will
be torture to your brothers. Never shalll
re-appear unless o save or serve ! On these

blood." - .
. * Alas! it is too true—but ¥ forgive him,
and Pierre also will pardon him, I am sure.’

¢ Antoine is gone to render his final ac-
count,’ said William, soleranly, * Let us not
judge the departed. As for me, I will hide
my shame within a cloister’s walls! To-mor-
row I will take refuge from poverty and con-
tempt in the solitude of the great Chatreuse
of Grenoble, - ' ’

¢ I will accompany you wherever you go,’
said James, ¢ we.have never yet been sepa~
rated, and | am sick of a world where every
thing is tumed topsy turvy. There will be
none but upstarts in high places soon, I am
weary of.this miserable state of things, I will,
with you, withdraw from the world.”
. » Having thus given vent to his spleen, James
inquired of his brother Honore what he
meant to do? o
¢ Valganest is no place for sme,’ he replied,
*I am no longer its.lord—1I will at once leave
it, aud.give placeio the . present. Marquis,
Etienne-de Labourdilliere, whose rank and
title noune ean dispute.’ . - o
* Whither will you turn your steps 7.
¢ | must, without delay, hie to Guzeran, 1o
break this, imelligence to Begina, and consult
with her about our future movenents. . You
know that being 'married, Fam not frée o act

sq independently as you, brothers,’ he agded,
uvoticing their locks of sdrprise.

[

‘

sounding down stairs, in order, I suppose, to

terms he went down unstained by a father's

“had vff:cted, while the brothers were supinely

of! .

 REGINA,

-+ Sarely you-will not live with her after the
public are aware of her prior.love apd in-
trigues o . o

¢ Jt is rather embarrassing and - unpleasant,
but-doubtless some means may he. found to]
hush up the matter and - avoid scandal,, My
wife is rich, young, noble and beautiful; we
may make sume. kind of acompromise, for 1
am almost entirely dependent on her.’ '

Having thus explained his .views, "Honore
ordered his horse, add taking leave of his
forgiving parent with more cordiality and
good feeling than he had ever before express-
ed or felt, he lefi the castle of his anecestors!
for ever. N .

. On arriving at Gazeran, he found that Re
gina had fled from thence on the day follow-
ing the anucuncement of the newspaper coa-
cerning the discovery of the fatal letter.

- It appeared that she had hurried to Paris,.
settfed her affairs with the utmost dispateh,
and with alarge amount in cash and jewels,
had proceeded to a seaport, whence she em-
barked on board o vessel bound  for the
Brazils. . S L
7 All'this the determined spirit of the woman

watching the progress of events, py the bed
side of their conscience-stricken brother.
Regina left a letter for -her husband, in
which. she siated her reasons for taking the
step of expatriating herself without consulting
him- - Thus 'she skilfully avoided the un-
pleasant ‘scenes which she well knew would
be inevitable if she remainel, The letter
concluded in these words,— . ‘
“If you really love me, Honore, and choose
to follow as soon. as your affuirs in France
.¢an be arranged—1' promise, sacredly, you
shall. have no reason to regret having made
Regina de Guzeran your wife, if the most
_complete devation and the strictest constancy
with a never failing desire to pleasg on my.
part can secure your happiness.’.
Honore did not hesitate. He had no
longer any estate to embarrass his move-
menis, and _but little property of any kind.

He sailed—but the vessel did not reach its|

destination and he was never more heard

The other brothers put their intentions into
practise, but, ere their noviciate concluded,
® contagions fever, sweeping with destructive
fury through the cloistered cells, assailed life,

speedily they. were nomore. - . -,
b Ns‘m% 'hui Etjenne de Labourdilliere, " the -
aggrieved father, and Pierre ‘Aubin; the dise
ownegdr and. persocuted brother, were,” _fqgnd o]
to, regret the extinction of the, aristolral
brothers. .. . . . o
But little now remains to relate, though
that little can not well remain untold.” " .
Th: fortune' of the game-keeper of the.
forest of Brasseuse, took a new and happy.
tarn from the date of his acquittal, and he’
was looked upon as a noble martyr €0 pérse~
cution and tyranny, and a paitern of forbgar:
ance and honor, in that.-he had not - betrayed
those who had so shamefully ill-treated him,
It may readily be surmised, by the reader,
who was the (to her unknown) protector of
Cecile—and. why Pierre was so delighted to -
see that old man on the night of his 'gs{%@pg

from the woodman's burning hut, -~
. In Vilvert,. had the supposed  victinr of
paricides, remained in seclusion, watching -
over the lives of ‘his children. He had..ob-"

tained a promisg from. Pierre, not to prosegute

or accuse the aristocrat brothers, when K -
received him on his escape from Guazeran
dungeons,” T .
This sacred promise it was that caused-the
gd‘mé-keeper, to endure the suspicions, .and
calumny-of his ueighbors, without making "
knowa the truth, which would have exculpats
ed him. ’ L
When, at length, Pierre Aubin ‘was set
free, in virtue of the alibi which Regina’slét. -
ter ‘established—bhe found Cecile at her fathers
(for his house had been burnt down ' by the -}
indignant péasantry) a prey to grief, sickngss, ¥
‘and delirium, and under the care of Doctor* f
Paseal, o oY
Ogo the first visit which the Doctor * paid,
subsequent to his ignominious expulsion from .
Valganest, he detailed the treatment he, higd-
received at the handa of Jamos dé - Liabour-
pilliere, and related the terrible raving¥ of
Antpine, which confirmed the suspicions of
old Décadi Robert that the Major Seignerolles
had migt with foul play. RN
Pierre being bouid by his promise
cea' this knowledge of the existence- of the -
Major, could say. nothing that would l‘é{pﬁi (28
the impreseion that this person had bean-
mugdered, without having the pe i £
Etienne, which he immediately went !
" Decadi, thereupon hurried to the’

without atlowing preparation for death, and

.

trate, and laid belore him the statement ¢
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*i&arﬁ‘:&‘ “the
"_ udden _é;coﬁiltab!e
f ,pear i ce*('!f *Mii}dr‘sei groflés: "™
G %r Slmerbp, fazing the ttor ahd Decadi
ol’)ert with him, répzured“hs we have seefi,’
g cas;ie, to - mvesn ate'the matter.

_"Pierre Aubm, ot of kind consideration of| -
fq “his fullen perge)éuwrs, did not ‘make his
' appearanca ; bt ‘when all the legitimate sons
,of Etienne, thes' o, acknowledged Marquis
de. Lahﬁurdlméfe had left him to his solitéry

ta

: grandeur—_the gamn—keeper was. hearmy

welcomed” by the old man.’
--‘T eMarquls resolved, without delay, to
set about making atonement to his long-neg-

_ --lecf.ed son, and to the exemplary mother of

thatson, @7

To this end, he made use of his recovered.
titlé and consequence’ to obtain a decree Je-|
gitimating that son, Pierre Aubin; and he;
determmed to marry the unfortunate mother

{or'which ptrpose he Jjourneyed to Paris.

- This object was not so ‘easily’ attained as
L tiad expected, It took the united entrea-
ties ‘af. Decadi” and Pierre, beésides his own,

- 'to induce Euphrosine to accept the tardy i act

ﬁf_;uatzce, Wwhich would. _render her" the s‘larer
~of his pamie and rank!

However Euphiosinedid consent thnt the.
ce{emony should be performed,’ which made
her Marchioness de. Labourdilliere ! She,
who had toiled, with her needle, for years
_to give bread to her son !

(%nce anid for along time, Euphrosme had
pahemly locked forward wnh delight td the
n ,.sal day; but it came so late, it found her

Scalm‘and'sad. The romance of feeling was

‘over—the ‘roinance of reality -was taking
place‘ She was at once raised from indi-
.gente o wealth——wfrorn msigmﬁcance toa

\ _,lot"ty position. .

"This marriage also - restéred ‘her toh
son ’s society, and that of her brother Deca 1,
fot which she was truly gratef’ul ‘Ere long,
"“her tender.care. and Judlcl()LlS nirsing, sdded
ta'the happiness of ‘all, by being .the Mmeans,
um;lgr Providence, of' restormg Ceeile to
heahh,,reason aid the en_]oyment of domes-
tig fove.

: ‘Durmg this penod the ‘Castlé of Valganest
Wap. occup,\ed solely by the domestics in whose
: g' it had been left for the marna e"bere-
- o
gentle, Euphroqme Bad taken place in Paris,

air, éifaﬂge ~of‘-scens, and- medical advice.
Thél"fb‘ alsgithe” party remained. for a consi:

- derable time, as it was resclved that until

Piégr'e Auﬁmﬁcou]d be received dt Valganest
a3 thie'legitimate heir of its: lord, he should
not enter-the halls of his ancestors. - : °

This-delay was profitably spent by the happy‘
famﬂy, the riewly adopted members of which -
were gradu&l!y prepared by the eccentric but
accomplished Etietine, to take. their- ‘places
credltably among the magnatesof the country.

The game-keeper of the forest of Brass
seuse and his dear Cecile, furnished occasion
for another christening 1f,esti'val, which ‘was
celebrated on a grander scale than that with
which out story commenced, but which -we

will forbesr to describe; suﬂice it to say, that
the whole courtry partlclpated in the joyful
fete, at which Pierre Aubin appeared no
longer as the game-keeper, but as the heir to
the property of his brother, now no more.

The republican bias of the noblhiy, even,
as well as the other classes of society, caused
‘this triumph, of the plebian-mother and son,
to be looked on with complacency.

The rejoicings’ on the return of Euenne
with his famiily to take possession of Valga-
‘nest, with the christening of the grandson of
the Marquvs de Labourdilliere were univer-
sal-and sincére ; for few, if any, regretted
the change of masters which had taken place.

Etienne, known and esteemed formerly as
Major Seignerolles, passed “his last years
ha.ppxly, in caﬂﬁmg out his républican prin-
ciples, in -ameMorating the condition of his
tenantry, and in the quiet domestic circle he
had wisely- gathered about him.

Decadi Robert and he, used, together, to
talk over their old canipaigns and the gloties
of the consular days, and amuse themselves
with the grand-children successively present-
r[ed'to them by the faithful and ever-lovmg
couple; Pierre and Cecile. -

Eventually,  ¢n the  death of Reglna,
Gazeran Castle' and ‘estates came into the
possession of Pierre as the lawful heir,

Thus was the game-keeper vewarded for
his constancy to Cecile, and his generosity to
the unworthy aristocrat brothers, by o' very
unusual share of prospetity and happiness.

PHE END. ‘

- whither Cecile had been taken for'change of |




