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~ INTRODUCTORY.

Yo the Crafismen of the United States : -

- In-getting up the series of publieations of which this.’
is the first number, I am actuated by a desire to popular-
Jize masonic literature of the lighter, as well as heavier
class, As the cutlines of the Masonry of King Solomon’s

- times are vague and shadowy, I have chosen fiction as the
best means of illustrating the condition of - the craft. at

, that period of the World's history. I leave to the reader
.the task of discerning traces of our fraternity in the story

For a like reason I have taken the same medium for
illustrating the condition of the craft at the time of the
first introduction of Masonry in England, and in the third
pamaphlet T haVe taken the story teller’s method of show-

LT : y : : [P | 9

“ing the benefits of membership i the Lodges at the
present day. , & '
The riaterials for the other proposed numbers ¢f *the

Library of Cheap Masonic Publications have accumulated

on my hands during an active connection with Masonid

Newspapers extending aver a period of nearly twenty

years; that they will be found valuable and interesting
by the brethren, I have no doubt.

.
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‘Should my life he spared to carry out my plan, the
whole series will form a Library at once cheap and cofn-
prehensive. The ‘time of publication of efmh number
~ will be announced on the cever of the one Wlnci} precedeg
. it, and the size of page and style of make-up will ’Qe kept

the same as in this pamphlet, so that they can be bound

into books of aniforni size. ‘

The great cost of gétting‘ together a Masonie Library
has hitherto prevented brethren of moderate means from
| ‘abt.empting to accomplish so desirable an en_(.i, gnd t.o su('zh
- my present enterprise will be hailed as thc? right thing
the right time and place. It way not Satlﬂf)j the hy}.)er-
critical, but it is, at any rate, an attempt in the right

direction. : )

Fraternally, .

" THE COMPILER.

THE SIGNET OF HIRAM

A TALE OF THE FIRST TEMPLE,

CHAPTER 1.

in thé'year of 1012, B. C, the ancient city of Jerusalem -

“was in ity glory. David, the Warrior Prince;, had passed

away, leaving his throne and a compact and powerful
kingdom to his son Selomon. Peace reigned throughout
Judea, commerce tourished, and the people worshipped the
Most High. God . according te his Divirte ccommand, For
years David had been acenmulating gold and silver and
other materials to build a house for the Lord, the splendor
and magnificence of which should far transcend that of
the heathen temples among the surrounding nations. But -
his hands were red with blood; he had fought many bat-

~ tles; and because he was'a man of blood ‘the Lord God

would not allow him to accomplish his design, and he
died, leaving the building of the Temple as a sacred legacy
to his son and suecessor, King Solomion, This wise King
continued the eomipact entered into by his father with
Hiram, King of Tyre, whose dominions extended over the

Northern part of what is' now known as Palest‘in'e,‘em-
bracing the part of the Forest of Lebanon where the best

'




PR SIGNET OF HIRAM ;.

and tallest cedars grew. By a ‘further .compa-ct. beaweon‘
these two enlightened and honorable Princes, Hiram was
. g e |

to send his workmen into thé forests of Lebanon, fell and

prepare cedar trees, as many as should be reqquived for the

Temple, and convey them in Hoats to Joppa, whence the
crafssmen of Soiomon took them to Jerusalem, And the
wages of Hiram's men were corn, wine, and oil: " There

see1ns, algo, to have hsen a warm personal attachraent be-
3 "

| tween these two Kings, and of his own mutiqn, it a:ppears,
Hirani of Tyre sent to Solomon, Hiram the widow’s s0m, &
workman of transcendent skill; whose mother was \ot t!llb‘
tribe of Dan, but whose father was a man of Tye.

The workmen upon the Tenmple, and in the ﬁ)ralasts,
were.all classified and avranged by those three men mto
three divisions, Beavers of Burdéns, Craftsmen, and :Mas-
ters, each class baving its peculiar means qf recognizng
each other by day or night. From the widdle men or
Crattsmen, were chosen overseers for the ﬁx‘stﬁclass, the
principal part of whose labors were m the forest a,udK
quarries. . The spirit which animated King Selomon aqd
his two friends, and the ralers of Isrvael, seems to have

been generaly diffused through all the theusands of work-
men upon the sacred edifice, They knew that the plans,

for the Temple came -from the Most High himself, and

that they were instraments chosen tn work out his will,

They knew that the very site of the building was holy
ground, There, on Mt. Moriah, was the threshing floor of

Ornan the Jebusite, where King David had met and ap-

‘peased the destroying angel; and there too was the spot
where oceurred the memorable strife between the two

‘ ‘We propose to trace in connection with that of other per-

-
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_brothers, as to which .should be most gracious and gen-

erous to the other in the division of the wheat they had
Jointly grown there. They knew, too, that so sacred was
the edifice they were called upon to erect that no metal
tool mnst profané it, its sacred chambers must not echo to
the sound of ax or hammer. And so for several years they
labured harmoniously together, the greatest contention be- -
tween them being as to who best could work, and best,

, agrea.  Strange indesd would it be, if among so many

workmen there weve not found, before the Temple was
completed, some uneasy and ambitious or wicked spirits,
whose conduct should mar the general harmony. Such -
were found—three of them in all, among whom was cone

- more daring and” wicked than the others, whose history -

“sons, in the chapters which follow.

Carrying our minds back nearly thres thonsand years,
let us enter the forests of Lebanon, At this time, on the
slope of & valley in the eztreme northern distriot of Pales-
tine, amid a group of ancient cedars, stood the abode of
Asher, apd Bith'ah, his wife. This’ worthy man was one
of the overseers of the woodeutters, who were scattered
through the forest, engaged in felling and preparing tim-
bers fu: the great Temple at Jerusalem, The valley on
whose slope their cottage stood, was fomed by two ridges
connecting the higher ranges of the ~mountain with the
éla,in, and which in modexn times have received the name
of the Spurs of Lebanon, and from which tributary tor-

‘




6 : ‘ SIGNET OF HIRAMN;

" rents, fed from the snowy summits, came rushing down to
water the fields of Galilee. There was nothing remark-’
able about the cottage. 1t had stood there for four years,

or ever gince Asher had been, by order of the higher pow-

ers at Jerusalem, assigned to the post. of overseer of the
woodeutters in that vicinity. The vine and the fig trel-
lised over the doorway, and interweven with the rose and.
the hyssop, spread a glateiul shade, . On the flat roof,
bundles of flax gpread in order told of the industry of
Bithiah, and on the cedar lintels and door-posts could be
seen traces of portions of the Mosaic law, which had been
carved upon them. Through the garden flowed a small
‘stream of pure water, bordered w1th the lilies and an-
emones; rocks partially covered with the. almend, the -
citron and pine formed the barriers of the garden, and to
the right, rose bigh over all the show-clad summits of
Hermon. Two children gladdened this forest home, a boy -

of fourteen and a girl of twelve years of age. The boy, -

Elanm by name, had a 'bland and open countenance, with
the distinctive features which maik the Hebrew race. He
“was bronzéd by the. Fastern sun, and over his Shoulders
hung masses of glossy “jet hair, while eyes of .unusual
brilliancy sparkled beneath sn ample forehead a‘n(? spoke
~ of that gentleness which is not incompatible with the

“higher attributes of hianhoed. His sister, Rachel, was of
more delicate mould, but: possessed of a beauty b‘y no
means rare among the daughters of Lsrael, The brother
and sister were warmly attadwd to each other, and Elam
made it his plea,sule to conform his tastes and amusements
t0 those of his sister. She tn turn dehp;hted to ‘share in

. A TALE OF THE FIRS'["TEMPLE 7

her brother’s care of their flocks and herds, and when they
were folded for the mght, their greatest pleasure was to
sit in the cottage garden and watch for their father’s re-
tury from his labors in the forest,

On the evening upon which our narrative berfms to~
wards - the close of summer, at the end of the Jewish
month Elul, Rachél bad been seated for two long hours
on the knoll by “the side of the garden stream, looking
anxiously for her father’s return. She was all the more
eager to welcome him as Elam had gone two days before
to a little distance on avisit, and was not expected back
until the f@llowm!r day. Long ere this hour of the day
her father had been wont to appear to the loving watcher,
as eager for her welcome as she was to give it. But-in
vain~ngw did the girl look for his Eoner drawn shadow
flitting through the trees, or listen to catch the notes of
some favorite Hebrew melody, with which the wood- cut-
ter was wont to beguile the distance, or give intimation
of his approach, Nothing could she hear but the murmur
of the soft gliding rivulet, or the hum of the mountain-bee

‘winging its way back for the night, laden with spoil, to

some cleft in the rocks whxch all around were supplied
with wild honey. Slowly the sun sunk to rest among the
rosy clonds of the west; twilight mer ged into nighi, and
Rachel took refuge from the falhng dew within the cot-
tage,

“Where can father be?” said the girl, looking wistfully
with her bright black eyes into her mother’s face who also
was beumnmw to feel surprised at the unusual delay.

“ Something, my child, must have detained him' on the

"
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'8 SIGNET OF HIRAM;

mountains; but the God of our father is with him—even
the Keeper of Israel, who neither slumbers nor sleeps.”
“ Surely ne evil ean have befallen him,” continned

Rachel “Iknow I should net think of sueh things; but

I cannot help it” * = .. -
~ «Be patient my child,” said the mother, “thon knowest
that it is or the eve of thp passover, and of thy father’s
desire to be in readiness with Flam for- the holy feast.
This may have led him to encroach on the first watch, to-
night, that his work for the weéek may be the sooner cont-
pleted.” , B :

“«But could he not. have misséd his way,” pursued
Rachel, her mind still on the thought of danger. .

“No, surely not, child, with such a moon as that to
guide him,” replied her mother—a bright gleam at that
‘moment bursting from behind & clond and lighting up the
cottage. . : _

«Qr, worge still,” continued the little Jewess, as fresh
reasons for disquietude oceurred to her—“may he not have
suffered from the great heat? The sun’s rays imay have
struck him down, as thiey threatened to do last vear; and
then, dear mother, what would become of us?’ o

* “Hush! bush, my child! do not make thyself and me
unhappy. He1sin better hands than ours. The stars in
their courses fought against Sisera; but,” she added, to
herself, “a wife and mother in Israel will take comfort in

" ‘the word of Him who saith; ‘The sun shall not smite thee

»n

by day, nor the moon by night.

Rachel, still foreboding; was about to reply, when her

mother, affectionately embracing her, prevailed on her to

. , 1,
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retire to rest, with the promise of an early waking, when
he'r. tather himself would be the first at her bedside, to ex-
plain the cause of the delay. ‘ e

Bithiali busied herself with household caréé making
rleady to weleonie hor husband when he should c:)m'e !z% ‘
first she would not allow herself to feel that there-wa:q an :
cause fu.r alarm.  As hour after hour passed howavell' ! -
ﬁ?ars. began tv inerease, and would not be (ii;hlissed at, hlex:
bidding. Again and again she wnbarged the - door ecll
listened for the wished-for footfall; but no sound disﬁuiznd
the q}xiet scene. . The moon lighted ﬁp the vé.lley Wizh
’her S}lvery radianes, and the only signs of ‘motion wer
the ripples of sparkling light which her beams cast on ti X
stream below. Had Elam been with her his prese o
.would have served, in seme degree, to alla.,y her pmis-:':::re“‘
ings. As it often happens when the mind is uhstr:no:
painful apprehensions were beginning to mingle wffl}
other and- more likely reasons for his detenbién,g COSIC;

- Rachel’s surise be correct?! Had he lost his way? Did

she not recently hear him speak of , the number of fietco-

- wolves which he had seen in the higlest ranges of Le

banon? But then she consoled herself with the remem
b;'a.nce that he was not alone. His cowpanions, some of

o . ) Y 5
them, Lved on bis route homeward, some distance from

the locality where they were at labor. . So, replenishing -
' o

herlla,mp. she resolved.to waibt as patiently as shegeould
antil day-dawn, trusting ere then to have h:ar foars E&ievl :
f}d, and he able to fulfill her pmi{nise"to Rachel who Ilugkeci
in slumber’s gentle embrace, was all uneonséious*%% the‘ '

-anxieties which' were not soon'to be allayed
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LHAPTER .

The val]ey, upon the slope of which stood the cottage of

" Asher and Bithiah, was called the valley of Abdol. Atits

extremity, and about half a league from the cottage was

© one of the fow. other dwellmus in that remote and secluded

part of Lebanon. . .It was the abode of two brothers. The
elder was. the- intimate friend and companion of Asher
Ever since the levies had been sent into the forest by the
command of King Solomon they had been associated as
hewers of wood on the mountain. In no Way related by
blood, their minds seemed to have been cast in the same
modld. -Both were by nature fuil of the warmth and gen-
erosity of noble affections. To these natural graces were

- added ansther charm. They were twinned in religious

faith, knelt at the same altar, and wo:shlped the same God
——the God of Abrahawm and Isase and Jacob. Together

. they toiled, and their voices frequently joined in ohantmg
 those subhme strains which have since thrilled on the lips

of thousands of every tongue and clime, and which were

" then, comparatively, fresh from the mspu'ed Harp of the |
Royal Bard of Judsh. Jobal, was this elder brother’s

name, and it would ha.ve been well for him and others,and

A TALE OF THE FIRST' TEMPLE, ,'151

have buo-htened an otherwxse checkered existence, if his
brother, who shared withhiu his pastoral home, had alse

. partaken of his lofty qualities of heart. But Jahaz had a

nature directly the reverse of his brother’s, . Of a dark and .~
sinister countenance, he was morose and selfish,ever grasp-
ing at what he could not attain,and longing for what could .
not be his. This difference between them was & source of
pain to the amiable Jobal, who made it his study anid in-
terest to a»ccomoda,t,e himself to the less pha,bie and for-

* giving temper of his brather. For a. ‘while they had

worked together with Asher in the mountains, but Jahaz

had, for some time been engaged in cultivating the Olive

grounds around their cottage, and herding the flocks, and

. cattle which formed the principal part of their possessions,

Their fainily was of Jewish descent,but they were Tyrians

* by birth, and while Jobal embraced with ardor the Jewish
faith, which formed such 2 strong bond between hini and

his bosom friend, Asher, Jahaz sullenly clung to the super-
stitions which had been taught him in his boyhood And
this religious difference was one of the many sources of
trouble between the brothers, and out of it grew Jahaz's
hatred, bitter, and inveterate, to Asher. On one occasion,
while they labored together in the forest, Jahaz taunted
his brother w1t11 baving apostatized from the faith cf his
nation.

“Nay, brother,” said Jobal, “if there be any apostasy, )
it is thou who art the apostate. Our ancestors were of
Judea and worshipped the living God.” |

And then Asher mterfered, with sdme wa.rmti:, defend.-
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ing the faith of the Jews, and speaking w1th pity of the ig-

fiorance of: the nations which knew not God. .. “ And said -
he in concluswn “Tt seems to me ‘passing smange that .

thou: who hast, wronght.on the Sacred Temple, axd receiv-

ed a exa,ftsma.n ] wa,q;es should yet gr ovel in the darkness |

of heatheénism.” : ‘

- “Jew, who made thee a judge over me,” answered Iahaz, ‘

- hotly * “What were the promises to the craftsmen whep
we were engaged for this work? Have we veceived any

part of that for which we wrought save the m1sera,b1e pit--

tance of corn, wine, and oil?
“Nay, nay, brother,” said Jobal, “tbe Master will per-
form his promise, when the Tenple is completed. Surely,

.Hiram of Tyie never yet violated his word: For myself, .

' if the promise be not fulfilled, still I shall rejoice that 1

" joined the bands of Templé workmen, since by.corhing X

here, thanks to thee; brother Ashér, I.have attained to a
knowledge of-the true-and living God.”. :

: “Methmks » said Asher, “brother Jahaz has little uonﬁ-

denice in the wo:d qf his august- countxyma,r} has he as
. littte in the Prinee of Israel, our great King Solomon'?

" Think’st thou, brother, that he would allow a,ny injustice '

to those who are falthful to the end?”

“What boots it to thee,” angrily retor ted Jahaz, “what ‘

my. thoughts or wy opinions are? And who is your King
_ ‘that I should care aught for him? Thon hast won from

‘mé the heart of my brother, wilt thou nhow make me thy
‘ slave? I tell thee, had'T the power, the whole craft
should a&semble at Jerusa,lem ab once and unitedly de-

"A TALE OF THE FIRST TEMPLE , 13

mand of those haughty rulers the fuiﬁllmenb of some pa1t
of the promises of Hiram of Tvre,” '
Asher and Jobal were shocked ‘at the’ msubmdmatlon

- and vquence of Jahaz, and the former rebuked him, shanp-

1y for the evil example he had set to the workmen, who
had gathered around him. Soon after this scene, the
turbulent fellow was' vemoved from the work thmugh
the influence of Asher, as overseer, who felt that serious
trouble with the workmen m:ght grow out of his presence
among thein, And so, with increasing bitterness towards
Asher in his heart, Jahaz went back to the cottage, and

“began to till the ground and watch the flocks owned by

Inmself and brother, in which occupation we found him.
Asher bore the enmity of Jahaz with patient and dlgmﬁ-
ed silence, and the friendship between him and Jobal con-
tinued as warm and nbiding as ever, notwmbstandmg, ap-

"proaching in romantic devotwn the attachmert of David

and Jonathan, To make the ties still stronger between
them, the son of Jobal, a dying legacy of the dearly be-
loved wife of his' early manhood—a noble and brave
youth of fifteen, conceived a boyish attachment for the
gentle Rachel, and the two were early betrothed by their
parents, after the manner of those times.

And-now let us go back and take up the thread of our

. narrative, which we left as the close of our second chapter.

Tn the afternoon of the day when Asher, as we have seen,

‘was s0 anxiously expected, himself and his- friend Jobal
‘had been engaged as usual, on one of the upper ridges of

Lebanon, cutting down cedar trees and preparing them
for transportation to Joppa. The ringing sound of other
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axes than theirs showed that other workmen, nbt Afar off,
Weie'similaz]y occupied. The monotonous strbkes were

néw and then varied by a.crashing noise, which told that -

scme ancient denizen of the forest had “bowed to the in-
exorable decree of destiny, and fallen prone upon the
earth; from whose bosom it sprang. ‘
“Anothel score of such, brother,” said Johal to his com-
pa,mon “gnd we shall be ready fer our journey. Vem]y,
Tenvy thy trusty youncr Elam his first pilgrimage.”
. “May our father's God prosper him!” replied Asher;
“thou ‘mayest well believe he can talk of but little elqe

For weeks the sacred words have been-on his sister’s lips»

and on his owi: *I was glad ‘when they said unto me,
let u§ o into the house of the Lord ; our feet shall stand
within thy gates, O, Jerusalem.”  Though it be & father’s
testlmony I shall gla.dly malke the heart of so dutiful a boy
ha

El’;‘)lrle blessing of the God of Jacob go with you both,”
said Jobal, “ma.y he gladden you in your-journey and ful-

fill all his promises to those you leave unpmtected bes

hind * 7 ~ ‘
“ Amen,” said’ A her Ieverently “1. have never yet
retnrmed from the festival,but I have feund & blessing.

. Never was my flock, during my absence, diminished, nor

did the footsteps of plunderel*v invade my dwelling.”
"« Apt thou all in readiness?” said Jobal

« Flam has_gone to Laish, to get the necessaries requi-
site for the way., To-morrow I expect “him back, and
seven days hence, by the wﬂl of God, we shall proceed on

our p1lgr1mage

A TALE OF THE FIRST l‘EMPLE . 15

From this conversation the lea,del will easily guess that
the great Jewish feast of the Pabsovex was abaut to take
place at Jerusalem. At this feast, according tv the
Mosaic law, all the males of ‘Judea were wont to repair -
to the Holy City. Often they started on the j Jjourney sev-
eral weeks before the.time for the celebration, pursuing

‘_ their way leisurly, by the clear light of the Moon at night -

in order to avoid the heat of ‘the sun, which atb that sea-
son of the year is' intense,.  They ‘cheered each other as '
they journeyed, hy singing or.chanting the songs of David ,
and Solomon, many of which were pecuha,lly appropriate

~ to the sacred occasion, We can well 1 1magine that, to thfj

genuine Israelite, these festivals were seasons of especml
gladness, and that more especially would they be so to -
youths like Elam, who were for the first time to be intro--
duced to scenes with whieh they had been familiar, by

. hearsay, from earliest childhood. But we digress.

‘The two woodcutters were proceeding vigorously with
their labors. They had felled four noble giants of Leba-

“nen since momm 1, and several others of equal dimensions,

hard by, were malked to follow.  Jobal was busily clean-
ing off some of the luwer branches of the next cedar mark-
od - to fall, and Asher. was close behind him, making the
great trunk of another vibrate to his vigorous strokes.
Suddenly his ax glanced and struck his comrade full in . .
the temple, and Jobal fell, with a deep, heavy groan, his

* face pale and convulsed and the red blood trickling ﬁtbt

from the ghastly wound.

“ Jobal, Jobal " exclaimed Asher, in a voxce of agony,
“can it be—-" but his voice choked-——he could say no more, -
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A stifled groan answered. him, He quickly bro‘ughlt; a-
flagon of water from the adjacent brook, and. mingling
wine with it from a leathern bottle lying on the grass ab
his side, apiilied it to the other’s palid lips. But 'a,li signs
of consciousness were gone. “Gad of my.fa}thers, cried
the poor ‘man afresh in his angaish, “in thy grt:‘:a,t merey
forbid that these innocent hands should be stained with
the blood of my best and kindest friend I” e
But Asher quickly vealized that there was no time for
" unavailing sorrow, and hastened . to call assistance from
his hearest comrades: Soon a saddened group were gath-

ered around, spectators of the mowrnful scene. Humpan .

aid was of no avail. The dying man became ‘conseim{s_
" for a moment, and had just enough strength to grasp his
friend’s hand and mutter in his ear some words, too bro-
ken for the others to comprehend, when his eyes closed to

open no more, and the strong mian of but a moment before

“was stretched out lifeless on the turfl Again and again
did Asher cast himself on the ground, with his face to-
wards Jerusalem, and pray that Jehovah in his merey,

would yet restore the Spint which had fled, but all in
vain. The workmen formed a rude pallet of cedar bran-

-~ ches, .and"la,y;mg the body thereom, with the fa,cfa ‘covered,
the sorrowing procession set out in the direction of the

" dead man’s home. The woodeutter’s thoughts had, till .

now, been solely oceupied with the fate of his bosom friend.

* But the Birst fiush of anguish was over, and now there came.

to his memory those last stammered utterances rémi'nding
him that Jahaz now stood towards him in the re'la.tmn‘ f)f
the Avenger of Blood. The expiring breath of fitendship

& TALE OF THE FIRST TEMPLE. 17

had warned him to flee to the nearest city of Refuge, s0

- mercifully provided by the Masonic law. From the vin-

dictive Jahaz ihere was no hope of mercy.  Yet how could
he flee? How separate himself trom the faithful Bithiah
and his loving children? But life was at stake, and bet-
ter were years of captivity than a horrible death, the wid-
owhood of his wife and the orphanage of children, dearer
to him than life #self  And might not the longest hours
of captivity be lightened by the thought that, possibly,
he migght yet retwrn ofice more to the hearth and home
of bis atfections 2 The Jubiloe Year wonld ‘come, as the
wheels of titne moved onward in their ¢easeless round.
The shades of night fell long ere they reached the
neighborhood of Jobal's cottage.  After venturing as far
as he thought safe, Asher lingered a little "behind the
mourners, and availing himself of an opening in the weod,
wade his way by, the aid of the starlight and his own

~ knowledge of the winding paths, as fast as hie could up

the valley to bis own cottage.  Many and sad were the -
thoughts which crossed his mind in that lone midnight
dourney. He had left his family in the morning happy
and joyous ; he was returning to.bid them a sad farewell,
His band, altheugh it was by apainful accident, was stain-
ed with a brother’s blood, and with the vengeful kinsman

-uf the slain, tlie voice of that brether’s blood would cry

loudly against him.  Yet he knew that an Almighty Pro-
tectoy was over all, and to bim he could eonfidently com-
mib his wife and children. )

. The painful anxiety of Bithiah was Lroken in upon to- -
wards morning, by\?‘a, gentle tapping at the lattice, accom-
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pan'i'ed by a voice: “The Lord be with thee, Undo the

latch. Itis-L ' 1 have buta moment” Strangely agi-

RIS N cn .
tated as it was, and unlike her hLusband’s .‘]oy-ouis;ltoneq,‘
i ic d- hi was speedily an-
“she ‘recognized the voice, and-his call was s} ¥
swered,

“ What evil has befallen thée,” excigimed Bitlflah{ a8
her eager gaze fell upon his pale features.and quivenng

lips. ‘ ‘ | .
{-)“ I cannot tell,” he said in broken words, “J ea,?ant lte:l
all the sad trath. I wust be within the gates of' I&edee? !
betore the sun again sets. "It was the deed of an 1r};1‘¢)c(?tli
hand, but it hias brought upon me long sought vengeance.

Hurrying to the mabtress upon which Rachel slept, he
A L=

pressed a kiss upon’ her forehead, and turr.xing as;dti, e
gave way to’a new burst of grief. Eka.u-ll, no"h ebjf)vy,
child of my' hopes and prayers, would t?mu .ha};i'it'} el.bn
hére this night to share thy fathet’s blessmg.. u ] }e 1‘0t-
vah’s will be'done ! To-merrow I will tjl‘nnl_; u’f t!(l.:e a

thy mother’s side. Be thy name as that of. Noal” to wilt-
fort’ her. Then putting on a change oi. clean [raum?t ,
and providing himself with such frecessaries as the a,gilfg,'
“tion of the moment would admit, “I have no time for

' i er lig oug lattice,
more,”-he said, “for see yonder light through the lattice,

moving quickly up the valley. They are at hand. I

knew he would net tarry, Farewell! Farewell! The

Lord God will be thy sun and thy shield!” So saying,
he plunged into the forest. The moon was vbscured b{
clouds, and this, added to the intricacies of the wood,

“perplexed hiw about finding his way, at first, but ere \‘

man, as she undid the Iateh and Hung Hex
ger's feet.. “How can’st thou sla
my innocent ehildren v

“Wherever'he lurks bring liim forth,
-with delay. TIs e within? Speak ?”

the name of my father’s God,
o« 'To‘Kedesh 1" thundered J alaz.  “Amen,” responided
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lang the 111{':Ei1i11g dawned over the distant
Then he brushed quickly through the dew-d
long grass about. Lis feet, aud by
up he had gained the beaten rond. . .
Searce half an howr had elapsed since the hursied  e-
parture of Asher, ere the noise. of. dear

» volces was heard
outside the cottage door.  Too ‘well she had guessed vut

the tragical story which her husband’s agitation lad
permitted him to but partly disclose, and knc_uWing the
Jewisl law, she divined her husband’
© “In thé name of the great La
hoarse voice, I demand ‘untram-e., Delay not, lest these
lintels be at once splintered,  The voice of my brother’s
blood érieth mnto me from the ground.”

“Fear not these rude threats” said a milder

tio Gntaine, .
rops on the
the bime the. sun was

5 tmminent peril.
waiver,” exclaimed a

tone ;

“thou art safe, and no hair of thy head shall be haried.
*

Open unto us, who ave thy friends.”

“The company of woodeutters had follow
the heels of Jahaz, fearing
the unprotected family,

“Have mercy | Have merey I exclaimed the

ed closely upon
that he might do violence to

pour wo-
self at the aven-
y the only protector of
“There is no metcy for the murderer,” veplied Jahaz,
Mock me no longer
I say I must,” said Bithiak, “I will teli the rutl, in
He is not here, and—"
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" the weeping wife, “and may our God defend bim, even ;t!;
he defended Jacob from the wrath of Esaun.” - '
The rest of the pa,ri;y remained ‘to comfurt the stricken
mother in Isvacl until day dawned, but Jahas, the Aven-
ger, plunged into the furest glade in the direction of the
ity of Refuge, o '
Tn the North of Galilee, far from any frequented high-
" way, ran a road which led through a valley overhung
with cedars and sycamores. On the eragyy slopes' above,
shepherds were feeding their floeks, and the music of their
reeds floated softly down inte the valley on the quiet air
of the early morning.  No-other sound was heard save
that made by the bounding of some light-footed gazelle
as it descended the steep slope th slake its thirst at the
. brook. Along this road, a man arrayed in a white tunte,
_ cathered to his waist by a leathern uirdle, was seen run-
ning in breathless haste. = A shepherd, observing him in
the distance, left his fleecy charge anil clambered down
the steep to inquire the stranger’s alarin. ‘But the way-
farer, Asher of Abdol, barely waved his hand, to give in-
timation that he could not be delayed on his errand.
Drops stood on his brow ; his tongue was parched, and he
cast longing glances at the streamlets which furrowed the
slopes here and there, and at the purple wild grapes
which hung in profusion from the vines which in wild
luxuriance clambered up the steep rocks  On he
rushed, for life depended on his haste. Through the
valley the trees sheltered hin, but ere long his road again
led up the barren mountain, and the sun’s rays\ beat wpon

'
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‘?nm-.‘f,i@{ cely. .- Anon .he“.had arrived Wilgl'e- two rua,dsx :
by é,“brxdge across the rivulet whose couvrse heha,d B.eenr;efz
lowing. ;I::‘g,nting and exhausted, he stopped o consider 1(: .
vne clout?nuing directly om, and the Gthét"-‘lt‘a‘;d‘in d’ill'é{:‘blllkbl
course. He had not long to‘pause,,t_'qu'straith béf‘é%e him, .Y
}u? turned to the right, wasa pdét,ahd on its top asign b : 3‘;’
W;th the word "REFUGE” and a‘ﬁhgel'e;")‘;)in‘t.'inl;td Off;'
Kedesh. Inan instant the lnfid.ge was erossed ‘a,rll.d‘—fé,-irj: ‘::.1{ ;
weaty, he hurried up the slope. M ight h(;r?mt. sia,i.;:lke & !1'{"
pace ¢ Might it not be that he‘w:s' mistékén 1nh1? a;;[-’

- prebensions of pursuit by thc'A.venger’f No ! for as b
rt Noi foras he

pg,rl_zsed'_,{;h.e sonnd  of  Heéter steps than his ewn
:'%Pp}wpe his ear, erossing the bridge over the Brook
nere were but 2 f2w stone-casts between him and death

. Hastily re-adjusting his sandals, and ragistening his pareh-

e lips with water from a scanty pool at the spot, |
% prang upon his way. - (');diné,ri‘ly, he waq l;néi*élt.!ll';ﬁm
match for bis pursuer, but now mental and bodllv f;é,t" "
had told upon his powers of Il.l.llS(élt.:, and the v;ndi('lf vo
;]?illnz ‘W?ﬁ slowly gaining on him, As he aﬁtaiq'et:)l{ :::
nil the sight which n s ey hitn fresh conrag
Betore hi%n stret.t(:lll:e:;liij:]l?e;{let?fﬁ?w [;mp ’ﬁreSh ein. o
e him d ¢ atitul plain of Zaanain, and
t Iis vight rose the lofty hill of Naphtali, on’ one of th
lower  of ridges of whi«;h.giicberéd‘in‘i‘,he, suridéé;tils" ﬁhz

- walls of Kedesh, His road conducted gtt'a,i;adhﬁ to a clus-

ter uf lofty palin trecs, such ag, generally mark the gate of

J?\.msh cities. It wasa mumént ,i)f' bhriilirig tllél)ig t.eo

J‘Jl.t:e and death were quivering in ﬁheﬂ?“b:a‘,la;ncé Ifltl a lwll' |

faintness or-exhaustion hiy fimbs failed him nu ) vor o

earth conld save him.  The rapid tread of t:ll(; A\"is;::‘r b(;n
. BRI

J
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hind him echoed in his ears, and by the roadside heaps of

stones, now and then, told where unfortunate manslayers -

had been overtaken and slain.” On be prossed, and at the
last, he sank downfainting, inside the massive gate, wiich
at once closed on its hinges, and forbade the entrance of
the baffled pursuer. o :

Thé anger of Jahaz had no bounds.  Cursing with the
" little breath he had left, he ﬁung himself on the grouﬁd,
and threw from him the weapon he had concealed in his

tunic, and with which he had h‘oped‘to reach tl)e heart of .

his intended vietim.

No sooner was Asher within the gates of the ¢ity than

he was surrounded by a crowd of people, eurious to see
the refugee.  Soon'a Levite came, and s'up‘purteﬂ by him
the weary man was take':n to a cool and well-aired cham-
ber near the gate. Here they took off his sandals, wash-
ed his weary feet, gave him some scanty refreshments,
and left hin to seek the repose so needed hy his exhaust-
ed frame. ' . -
Early next morning the seven judges were convened in
the Hall of Justice. Jahaz was there, haggard and pale,
yet with the five of hate still burning in his eye. Soon
Asher was led in between two officers, and took hiz place
in the farther end of the hall. - His white tunie Had been
exchanged for & long thread-bere garment, his beard had
been shorn, his hair was dishevelled, and his head_covér-
ed with dust. Scarce had he made obeisance to his judg-
es when a fresh shower of dust was cast at him by Jahaz
—the usual mode by which fhe Avenger expressed the
“nature of his accusation. -As Asher glanced, with a dis-

'i
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turbed look, ‘about him, he observed amony the

the venerable forn of Gideon of Zaphar, ah‘;?ged;'

and' patriarch in lsrael, and one who was niiel bd
'E.J)"a.-l} who knew him.  Thoughnot one of the: Jjudges§yet
h‘?r‘his wisdom and sanctity he was often with thiem "to
give copnaél. The time forthe trial eame, and the Venoe.
ful Jahaz preferred a charge of malice aga.insﬁ the m;n—
slayer, and that the deed of blood had beety long medita-
ted, and was at Tast atfécted in the silence-and :ecrécy of
the forest,"in fancied security from the hand of Justice ‘
Calmly and manfully did Asher repel the"charge a,rid‘
stated fully the particulars of the accident, adding‘-,with
tearful eyes and quivering lips, that mest gladly ‘,W'uuld
he. ?xchange«places with his dead friend. But‘by the
‘:FBWJ.Sh law this was of no avail—liis enemy’s tale 'waq‘
just as plausible as hisown. He must have~witnesées b(;

~coitehorate his story. His position was indeed perilous. -

‘But at this juncture Gideon "of Zaphar intervened, and
imwr:eade‘d in obtaining from the judgeﬁ a stay of pm;;eed-
ings for a week, that testimony from the wood-cutters of
Lebanon might be obtained. It was unnecessary how-
m:er,‘for by this time the noise of footsteps wé.s'hea,rd
‘without the door, and the trusty companions of Asher, in
the mournful night march from the heights of Leba,nonj to
the valley of Abdol, were ushered in.  The face of the
almost condemned man was lighted up with joy at the a -
pearance of his faithful friends. Their testimeony w:,s

l_l‘)c.)sit_ive{ _a.nd A }‘Le was adjudged entitled to the protection
of the city of Refuge, and assigned -a suitable abode.

He had time for but a few words with his eld comrades
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: ','e brought news of his family, and umwd ba,c*k to
1 age home in ‘Abdol bis blessing. ‘

er wa.s now the tenant of ‘a simall chambu to which
fd been condmted by the ﬂﬂ'l(elb of the gate Yews
-of (.&;ptwmy were in prospect for him. His family must
remain apart from him, too, for by the Jewr-,h Jaw if they
lemuved their rmulgm-e to Kedesh t.hey tshe:e:by toxfmted
!the pa.tfuna,l ;nheuuance and xelmqumhcd the sqmlclne
of then iorefa.t.he;b From a iremnm: hie&thmv the bal-
my air of Lebanun he was now . uooped up in & a.mgle
‘ a.pa.rt.ment, in one u{ t,hu NAITOW. sblt,&tb ‘of a aefuure uts

hmne at’ Abdol mld t.he excitement and uncetba.mty of
the trial bemcr over, his t.honrrht,s rever Lecl to his, uha,nued
‘p;rcumstances and & dmma,l feelmg oi hmnesmkuet;s e
:UVB] him, Wlnle 1ndulﬁrmo ina tla,m of gloomy thoughts,
a kmwk was heﬂ.rd at }m, dum ‘He bade the comer gup&x,
and in & moment (mleon of &dpha.l btoodbetme hlm The
old man had come bo comnfort him, and Vuhmbeexed to
'make B pxlbumacre to" Abdol a,nd hnng the untmtunatg:
Ashm nbws of the loved ones” 50 hmnedly lett behind
: hnn Kedebh was the punclpal residence ot uld (Jldﬂ()!l
,but he was accustomed to nake journies hmn pl‘abe ie
pla,oe in lmhlae and was war mly wdu}med whergver he
choge to btop, and “Uideon’s cha,mbe: b(,ea,mb a lwuse-
hold wmd in the dwelhng ot many a pmus Jew.

“ls it albogether unposmble to appease the a-vungex
asked Asher uf the old prophet, “and pmoha,se my xeleasg
from this sa.nct;ua.r_y clt} by a muney-mnuum 4
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“ Impossible—utterly unposmhle said old Gideon.
“This aged voice has pleaded succes.sfully for many bhmgs,
but for thls I dare not plead. If thou takest the advice
of an o1d Lsraelite, d:ea,m not of escape, or attempt in an

way to evade the law. - There is nothing for thee but pa,-
tient submission to the will of the Lord.”

+“ Awmen,” replied Asher, “the will of God be done! Thy
servant bhould hiave known better than to have thoug,ht,
of such a tlmw

“ Here is wmy copy of our lmly law,” said the othel pre-

senting him with a well- worn seroll,  Take it as a pledge
of affection from one who knew thy father before thee,
Mine own eyes will svon be too dim to 1ead it ; Iet. it be
handed down to thy ch:ldren as a remembrance of old
Gideon of Zapbar. In a few weeks Lmust fulfill 5. prom-
tsed tnigsion to-the mountains of Qaliles, and then I shall
bend my way to thy home. Leave me to my.own time
and leisure, and indulge in no anxiety about my return,
It may be months ere I again cruss thy threshold ; bug I
commend thee to the God of Abrabam, and Isaac and
Jacob,”

So saying the aged prophet closed behind him t,he d001
of Asher’s apartment, and 1etc hiim wnth a leart swelhng
with gratitude. ' '

We.must hasten over “this portion ot our nauatwe or

~our tale will be spun opt-to an unwana.nted length Suf-

fice it to say, that Gideon of Zaphar pe1formed the-mijs-

< sion he promised - to undertake, and in due time crossed -
the threshold of the afflicted cottagers at Abdol, - At the

end of the month Bul—om Cetober—he aﬂam stf)od in
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the presence of Asher. To the latter's anxious inguiries,
old Gideon said : : T

“ Allis well, my son. ~ At least I Dring thee no heavy
tidings. The God of Tsrael. has spread his shield of pro-
tection over those thou lovest, Thy household survives
the rude shock which severed them in one night from hus-
band and father; but I will make known to thee all the
truth,”

- “Keep. nothing back from me.” :
“ There is nothmg in what T am to tell thes but what

might have been expected. That teirible night way oo -

much for the tender spirit and fragile body of the mother
of thy rhildren, Itisno mortal ailment, but her eyes are

no longer gladdened by the light of day. So extreme las

been her bodily weakness that for some time she has been
unable to go without help-to her favonte seat nnder the

willow tree.”

Tears filled the eyes of Af-xhel “Ah, that seat,” said be,
“it is where she was wont to sit and watch my evening
return ; but woe is me —And, how are the children ¢

“Two precious young olive planta said the old man ;
“these are, their remembrances;” and he opened his wellet
and put into Asher’s hands a fow dried plants and forest-
flowers. The simplicity of the memorial caused a fresh
gush of tears. -

«Beo comforted, my son. I have ere long prozmsed to
return to thy Lebanon home with tidings of how it fares
with thee.”

" '«The will of the Lord be done said Asher. “And
though we meet no more on-earth, nothmg can forlud an
everlasting union in.a better world I” -

And so they parted aga.m
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’ CHAPTER III,

Let us again revert to the fatal accident on Mt, Lebanon,

The household of the- slain Jobal consisted of but three
persons  besides himself—his brother Jahaz, an - elderly
Jewess who cared for thq domestic arrangements, and his
young daughtel Nain.  We will not attompt to deseribe
‘the grief and woe which settled on the orphan girt when
she rualved the extent of the calamity which had fallen
‘upon her in the death of her idolized father. She sat for
4 time in stony grief, swaying to and fro, her hair dishev:
elled, her eyes dry,and tearless, and her ashen lips mur- ‘
muring in broken accents, “My father ! alas ! -my father.”
In vain her foster mother endeavored to eonsole her, Her
ears were deaf tothe voice of affectionate condolence, and
the ‘words of tender faith in Jehovah, the father of the
fatherless, failed to reach the fountains of her sorrow. So

" she nat and mou: ned through the long night of darkness,

nor did the blessed qunhght as the next morning {7, smil-
od sweetly down into the green Valley of Abdol, d!s‘-ﬂp&t(
the dark clould which enveloped her spirit, But when
she had looked her last upon the pale, serene face of the
dead, and Jobal had been lain in the tomb of his fathers
with all the solemnxtles of a Jewish burial, tears, blesse d
tea,rs came to her relief, and “the tender tones of the aged -
handmaid who had cared for her from he; ealllest 1nfanm

.penetrated to her heart, and saddened, sorrowful and
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weary, she came back and patiently taok up the heavy
burden which had been laid upon her young life. She
noted the absenes of heruncle, and, not divining its cause,
asked of his wherea,boutb A few words sufficed to bring
to her mind the Mosaic law of homicide, for her ia,ther had
been careful to instruct hal in the sacred writings. She
knew in her heart that Asher had not wulhn"}y slain her

dear father, and too well she knew her unc_les,enu_)_lty,,tu ‘
" that unfortunate mnan, and with what vindictiveness

Jahaz would seek, under cover of the law, bis blcmdy
death. With her grief for the slain was mingled a ten-
der fear for the father of her aftianc ed and on the day of
Flam’s return from Laish, unable to contr ol her desire to
see and eomiort Bithiab and- Ra(,hel ‘and learn of the

fate of Asher, %lw started up the valley towards the cot-

tage.
She had gone Tut a short distance trom her own hmne
when she met the youth, Elam, who, unable to bear the

_thought that she might - believe his father & willing mur- -
deret, - had determined to see her, explain the sad affair, -
and, if possible, minister to the sorrow which he knew

would eneompass hel The meeting was tender and
tearful, and we will not invade the privacy of their m-
tual gnef and explanations. . To Nain, the youth’ Elam
communicated the pm_]ect he had formed of visiting Jer-
usalem and seeking an a,udlem;e with Klng Solomon. 1t
seemed to him that if the King could be informed of the
facts of the case, he would at once thxow over his faithful
craftsman the shield of his power, and restore him safely
to his aftlicted family. He knew that his fathel had fs&’t(.-
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ly gained the gates of Kedesh, for the faithful brethren of
Ashet who. had” hastenéd to his aid at the tma.l ‘in the
chambex of the J adges at the gate, did not zest until they
had commumcabed the result of that trial to the weepmg
wife and c}nl&l en of their friend.

“ Art thou ‘sure” said Nain, avith a lonk and tone'of
tender sohutude “that the" Joumey can he safely a.ccum-
ph:phed ? " Thou mayest even meet, with my” uncle who,
in the. bitterness of his anger, may do thee harm. SO

Ya,y, replied the youth “the law will hot let his ven-
geance fall on me. ~ Besides,” he added reverently, “the

. God of my fa.theu-, and of thme will piotec‘b me. o In hlm

will T put my truat, for he i 18 a strong arid 'sure defence in
every time of need,” :

“Thou sayest well,” said Nain, “but who will care for
those who abide at home, while thou art gone ! The j JOU!-—
ney is long as well as da.ngelous '

“Cfa,n I not trust them also to Him who i is mwhty to
save ! - Our blethren m the fuaest will also m‘mlstei to
them by turng, for tbey aie all of the household @f the
talthtul ” .

For a few moments the malden seemed lost in thought
and then she spokc again; '

“Thou knowest t,ha,t we.of our hetise Wele once of ’I’yre
I have- heard my father speak of one Hnam, a Tyrian,

~ who is over the wmkmen at Jerusalem, dnd whoge
mother is Déborah, of Geshur, - There was a bond be-

tween them, but I feel suve that, as thou art bent on this .

journey, thy footsteps had bet&g; lurn gide for her dwel-

lins on thy way. Mayhaph she wxll gwe thee 5 Iempern-
b{&nce to her son.”

t .
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Cm Tfla..t is well thought of” said Elam. ““Ibrcan do no
l‘xam'u, an'ﬂ I have learned that Hiram is all powerful Wltl:
our great and' wise King. . I will even de as.thou saybst.

~ In such converse as this they passed an hour, the ‘great
sorrow which had fallen ppon their hearts keeping out all |
thought, of themselves and their relations to each other,
aﬁd.then.they retraced their steps. Elam’s mother was
next made acquainted with his projgact, and alp}mugh her _
knowledge of the laws and custums of he.r peeple fox:bade
any sanguine expectation of anything being acconq')llslaed |
thereby, yet her tender solicitude for her hushand fot'bafie
her discouraging: the trial. And so his arrangemems for-
the journey were made with all possibly celerity.

We must now trace the histgr‘y.'of the avenger fo.;« a hit-
tle. way, ere we visit old Deboral, and go up with the

_tribes to the feast of the Passover at Jerusalem. With a \

" cloudy brow, and a glare of malignance at phe 'vic.tir’n‘who»
80 narrowly escaped his avenging arm, Jahaz left the
judgment room of Kedish on the acquittal of . Asher, As
ke left the city gate, dark thoughts tilled his mmd,'a.nd
he shook the dust from his feet and pronounced a bitter
curse ,agaii:st #, and against the -Jewish law .wl)wh had
.stepped,hagj it. were, between himself and his revenge.
Slowly he plodded his way. back to Abdol, and a?r?;veq at
the “cottage ere Nain had returned from her interview
with Elam. L‘éa.ming the direction she had taken, ht.a sus-
pected her intent, and, angry at thethought of her friend-

ship ‘to the family of Asher, determined to follow her. *.
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| Bagerly pursuing the winding path up the valley, he soon

neared the spot where they had met, and ere he had quite
reached it he heard the murmur vf voices. - His suspicious
nature cansed him to turn aside from the path and steal-
thily appreach the parties holding converse, that he might
listen to 'what they had to say. His rage - was scarcely
held in bounds when he observed the son of Asher and
the daughter of his brother seated side by side on the
grass, and holding close convetse.  “Su, 50,” he muttered
to himself, “the wolf’s cub is early in pursuit of the rve.
Methinks fl;eihmid is not an unwilling listener, cither, 1
mnay gain knowledge by an attentive ear” -

‘So saying he softly drew near them, screened from ob-
servation by the interveniné-shrubbery.which‘ skirted the
path. ‘As he came within earshot, he heard their conver-
sation in regard to Elam’s proposed visit to Jerusalen:
Upon the instant he resolved to go up to the feast him.
self; and dog the youth’s foststeps. He had & project of

“his own, too, which he had long revolved 'in his mind, and

which eould only be -worked out at Jerusalom. His an-
ger had been kindled against-Hiram of Tyre, the Master
Builder, because he had removed him from among the

- worknien in the forest of Lebanon at the request. of Asher.

He hail . now 1o hope of obtaining the secrets promised
by Hiram to those Craftsmen who should faithfully labor
on the Temple until its completion and dedication, unless -

-they could be secured by stratagem. Could he once conie

into possession of those secrets, he could watch his opper-

tunity to wreak his véngeance on Asher, and, fleeing to.

some foreign land, be enabled to make use of them for his
own selfish ends, - . .

“
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“ Meditating in ,tllli;,' “jiée, he suﬂ'ere'q Elam g;m'd l\lialiglgo
‘-depar‘b without perceiving bim, and, full of his new par-
pdse, he slowly returned to the cottage. :

CHAPTER }V.

Time: pa,s\séci on, and ence more the genjal Spring time
came, and the rocky beights of Lebanon, which had been

crested with - snow,- were ‘carpeted over with flewers and -

grass. The woodbing and the anemone put fergg ;113]11-
leaves, and the. scent oi?J'a;'tflguaa;nd‘ 'blgss.gm;s loa,,llggi | :
air and mingled their sweet fnf,gmnﬂe‘ w1§11.t11e p.,,o‘m.ﬁ.e
‘brea,th of the cedar and: the pme. The Passover, .t

ureat feast of the. Jewish people, fvok place aboutthe

middle of the month Nisan, onr April. * Elam bad wiung
& reluctant sonsent from bisanothier to his projeet of seck-

ing an ‘andiencs’ with the King, and bad taken his staff

e is jouy’ ey. . . ' :
-and gerip and depérted on hls'qu{n I T
: T@Wafds the close of ane.of Spring’s balmjest days, just

- when the valleys were dressed in, their freshest and love-

Tiest-garb of green, and the craggy TAnges of Soéthe}i
Palestine had also donned. their vernal robes, old { 12301
of Zaplid‘a'-wenaéd--his way to ithe cottage honte at.Abdol:

oung Rachel. gave a cry o e itte
,Youn?,o"view f;ld hastened to meet  hifi. The smitten
vame o visW, B heard the souhd of

Bithiah partly avose to her feet as she

i voieo, but with 9 sigh atthe suddon xememfrpnce of
herinfirmity, she gank back again into: her sepi. . She

f delight as his venerable form -
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was now totally blind, and her mind, in spite of herefforts
to the contary, constantly brooded upon the sudden rais-
fortune which had befallen her one: happy household,
The visit of old Gideon was indeed opportune and wel-
come, for not’ only could he give them news of the con-
stant object of their shoughts, but now the agel prophes
was their-most affectionate and valued friend. He found
Bithiah with her distafi’ still by her side, although she
~was‘unable to use it.  Her' features had a settled cast of

- satlness,” mingled with meckness and resignation, She

was ‘greatly cheered and comforted by the news from
Asher, and after comm unicating it, old Gideon asked :

“ And where is Elam 7 T see him not.” :

“He is well, T trust,” answered Bithiah, “but didst thon
not meet him 7 It is but a few days since he loft for Ke-
desh, to see his father before the celebration of the Passo.
ver at Jerusalem ; I trust nothing has befallen him.”

“He is, doubtless; safe in the refuge-city, ere this,” re-
turned Gideon.  “T bave not come divectly lither, but
tarvied on my way in many of the dwellings of Israel,”

*'The toy was to visit,” said Bithiah, “on the' way, De-
borah of Gleshur; but whether he will tarry there in going
or returning, I know not.. It is thres years since I have

“heard of her weltare, and [ willingly yratified my Elam’s .
wish to spend a few days under her roof”

“A few mnonchs ayo,” said Gideon, “I crossed lier thres-
hold, and gave and received a blessing,  She and myself
are now lett alone, the represetatives of a by-gone gener-
ation. “Her illustrious son, the Master Builder at the
Temple, does honor to so pure hearted a mother in Israel”

-
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In converse like this the hours passed away, and on. the
morrow Gideon of Zaphar took bis departure for the
homes of other friends in the mountain range.

Deborah of Geshur had, in early life; mauled a cele-
brated artificer of Tylc _Their only son, Hiram, or Hu-
ram, followed his father’s trade, and when the latter died,
he had, although quite young, given evidence of great
skill and cunning.  His special delight was iu ornamen-
tal work, and to buch excellence did he attain that he at-
tracted the atténtion of the King of Tyre. -And when de-
sired by his royal ally to send up to Jerasalem a cunning

workman, remembering that he was of Jewish extraction,

and that his skill was unequaled by any in. the realm, the
King sent Hiram up to the holy city. His mother, Debo-
rah, had no taste for courts, or the pomp and circumstan-
ces attending them. And so she chose to make her home
among the friends of her early youth and spend her de-
-clining years “there, and be laid to rest in the sepulchre of
her fathers. - Towards her residence Elam took bis way,
#s with scrip slung from his shoulders, and staff’ in hand,
he left the threshold of his dwelling with his sister’s kiss
and his mother’s blessing.  He had resolved, in his own
mind; to go there first of all, then to Jerusalem, and, on

his return to Kedesh, hoping to bear with him te the lat-

ter place, an order fer his father’s release, from the hand
- of King Solomon. At the close of the same day, after
leaving Abdol, dusty and tived from his. unwonted jour-
ney, the youth reached the little village of Napht&h where
Deborah resided, Due enquiry enabled him to find her
dwelling readily. It was pleasently situated amonga

3
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cluster of palr trees, under the ample shade of which a
number of Israelitish women, with veiled faees and pitch-
ers in hand for drawing water, were 1eat.1ug m the shade
from the fast sinking sun,. lhe cottage in which Debor.
ah lived was lat. roofed, and -constructed partly of timber
a.nd anhewn st.ne, with a luxurtant jaswine covering the
rustie lintels, and a garden, of not ver y large dlmensmns
sunoundlno it. As he crossed the threshold, Deburah of
(Feshur wmmly O‘leetcd him, and the- young man bowed

his head and received her l)lmsmg She was a, pietur-

esque spcmmen of a true mother in Israel. I seemw to sec
her now ‘as 1 write ; her conical head-dress of white linen,
her long loose gown of course blue, gnded to her waist by
a girdle of Tyrian purple, ber tall and almost masculine
form now hvndlng under the weight of i increasing years, -
and her pilgrim stati’ in ber hand, all together set off to
adva,nba,ue a countenance in which features of fav more
than o1 dma.ly intelligence and . power lurk behmd the
furrows of age. Evu ythmg within the house betokened
a generous (ompetence and the walls were adorned with
numerous specimens of t.he, eaily ha.ndcna;ft of her gifted
son. Thele were models of Tyrian vessels and urns, rich
carvmcrs in oak and ceder and shittim wood, and curious

' demgns in sxlvu and gold and brass.

Deborah pmwded her youthful visitor with a ves,se] of
water in which to bathe his feet, a.ft.el the Hastern cus-
tom, and placed befors him a frugal meal of goat’s- milk,
cheese, and cakes of kneaded flour. . Then seating herself
upon the coucl by his side, she listened with interest to
h:s hlstmy of the last three Years, and when he had re-
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hearsed the t.la.ve(ly of the Forest of Lehanuu and the
subsequent escape of Asher to Kecleah she said :

“ And to-morrow t,'hou pmposast geing tn the city uf
Refuge?” : '

Elam’s lips faltered as he answéred, “I—-—] wish much
to see his dear face ; but—" ’

Ol Deborah questioned him as to the cause of his em-
barrassment.  “1 nust tell thée all” said he. "If to-
morow hnds me spared and well, T am proposing to take
a longer journey erve T go to Kedesh, and on thy kind of-
fices my purpose mueh depends. I'must tell thee that
1 deswn traveling without delay tod erusalem.” '
CAY {n st she wondered at so yoang a traveler’s antlclpa,t-
ing by several weeks the time of the Passover; but hér
* look of astonishment changed to. one of tenderness as she
listened o thie unfolding of the bold plan his filial ten:
derness had p:ompted ium to, fortn.  Elam minutely ex-
plained all to her, and showeéd how his sole chanee for
success depended upon she influence- which her’son Hi-
tam would be likely to possess over King Solomon, (,‘on-
siderations of safety for him prompted her at first to urge
a delay upon - him until ‘the thousands of Israel bhOlll(l

be crowding the thoroughfares to the Holy City.  But -
his yout.hful ardor (‘ould not - brook delay, and old Debo-

~ rah was not one to check the’ brave and generous resolve.
And so she set, herself to secure for him a safe conduet to
Jeruialem in company with the band -of Levites and
. Shepherds who were going up with flocks for the' sacri-
tice. ~On the morning of his departure she gavé him
such divections as were riccessary, and filled his serip with
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what she. ‘thought he weuld mgst need - on the journey,
On. bidding him farewell and Gﬂd:SPEEd she drew from
her finger.a ring of Tyrian, workmanship, . on ‘which were’
engmved ber initials, and those of her dwtmgmshed son, -
It was.the Signet.of Hiram, the art;ﬁcer

“There,” said she, as she pla.(*ed it in hls pussessmn,
“this will be a token between ‘my son and thee, and he-
tween me gnd thee, It may open to thee m&ny fﬁeng:lly
doors en thy way, and gwe bhee BCCESS tp the heart and
home of my'only child” S

And so the young mountainier of Lebanon, glad at heart,
and filled with" gatitudé. te- the God' of Isrﬂ.el who had
thus far prospered'him on ‘'his way, set out,” with- hwh
liopes, on the rozid to Jerusalem, :

That afternocm found our young traveler and his com-
panions glxdmo‘ smoothly- glong oveér' the'still waters of
the Lake of Gennesaret, then- knuwn as the Sea. of Chin -
ner¢ih. - They entered it at the junctien of the river Jor--
dan, whose. banks were of rich pasture gfounds oecupied

- by the tlocks and herds of a somewhat sparse: population,
As they approached the lower enid of the lake thé scenery

aseoumed bolder characteristics. The- rich pla.mﬂ gave place

‘to craggy .slopes which - -jutted into-the’ water, ‘and were,

sometimes, covered with the dleander and the ohve “Reeds,
willows, tamarinds grew here and ;here a.long tqhe Jbanks,
whele the stork and the pelican had. thelr nests and
whmh Were ocea,swnally seen learmu- t,bem 'heads to take
a yiew of the tmvelers and then hldmg aWay m the soh-
tude of the marshes It wa,s aa we have Wi t.en m the

R apqu tune "anél the vmcg of the turt'fe wa,s h‘ d
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land.” ‘The company, tvo, were joyous and. light-hearted
‘as the spring time around ther, for wére they not on the
way' to celebrate the feast of the Passover, and ‘were not
their eyes to he gladdéned by bebolding - the Holy City,

the pnde of the Jewish nation? And new and a&rmn the 2y

broke forth in some song ot an hke this’

“ How amiable are thg, tabernac!es. O Lord of lmats, o

My soul lingsth, yoa, éven faititeth, for the courté of the Lord.:

My heart and my:fiésh.erieth out for the living, God ;

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be still pmmng
thee " :

o
S

Reaclung the southern extw:mty oi the. Lake they on-

camped in their guat’s-hair tents, on the banks of Jordan.
And now young Elam bebeld a. sight which. st.med his
boyish enthusiasin to the hlghest piteh, notw1b]mta.nd111g
the heavy burden on his heart. Over the spar khng wa.
ters, . in silvery stateliness, rose the moon which ‘preceded
the full Passover one, tipping the stately, palms wrbh Jrin-
~ges of _silver, whiclh vied in brightness with the white
_ tentsof the pilgrims. ‘Together then they tumed their
. faces towards Jerusalem and chanted :

-] will lift up.mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help, .

. My help cometh {rom the Lord, which made heaven and exrth.
-He will not, suffer thy foot to he moved he that keepeth thee will

_ not ‘slumber,
) Behold he that kqepeth Israei shail neither sluinber nor ‘slegp ¥V

And 80 they wtued to rest.  But not long were they

a,llowed to sleep, tor under-the cleal moon and sofh air the
mght was the most fa,vomble time ‘for travél, and they

could 1epose durmo the heat of the noonday “The moon -

and stars shone bnghtly as they lesumed their sandals

Y
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and scrip and girded themselves anew. At iu:,i\c, the voute
lay through dense thickets. which partially obseured. the
light of the heavenly ‘hodies, and. wniyriads, of ﬁle—ﬂwb
wmged their luwminious, flight. over their hearts, . -The Jors
dan wurmured, on their left, and Mount Tabor angd. the
hills around. Nazateth. were. on the right, thetr dimly de-
fined outlines blending. mth the sky. - Astheearly momn-
ing dawned they grew more and mare distinét, and soon
their varied and. beautiful forms stood fully revealed,
their tops tipped with roseate: light. Swrrounded with
sceney of such exquisité beatity and - leveliness, the heart
of our young mountaineer responded in full tones to the
words of the Psalmlst

4 I wait for thee, O Lord- my soul doth wait, and in lnis word do 1
-, hope. |
- My soul wmteth for 'l;he Lo;d moru than they that Wabch for the
0 mm'mng oL e
‘But we. aie lingering too: lung over the joumey Ham "
a.{’ner hour- they passed on over ha.llowed 4pots; each hav-

‘ingits own memborable histor y. ' Thiey skirted the vast

plain of Eadraelotl'and passed underthe shadow of Mouit,

Gilboa where King David liid: laniented over fallen great-

ness, and eére the evemnb‘ ‘came’ o1 were in’ the. south of
fameqd Galiles, where' aghin they ' pitched their tents. ‘And

 hiere ‘the eyes of Eiani Were greeted by arother: sight; Far

on the mountain- 'tops around them: glebtned- the beacon
tirs, which gave-intimation that in ‘Ferusalem: all-thinge

\'wcm réady for thie fesst.~ His eyes iiled with tedrs as he
réflected; thiat, perhaps, from the: window of - his narrow
"a,bode in the Refuge City ‘of Kedesl, hiy father- -might be
gazing in’ sorrow on those signal lights, and with a heimry
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heart he went t;o, the hiard ceuch which-one of hlst;Vlt:
companions had kindly shared with him. ’B_ut, P 1gu,
;'n'd-lt)‘,hé' novelty of his situation, forbade long meurning,

and he was lalled to gleep by the my'sic. of many V,Qlf?% |

‘ehauniting ;-

S f"“)’ "fdr:_""‘h'e;ﬁlie“‘ffe bfa‘lll‘:r-n:r:l:';‘:)s::::{ty within thy palaces, e

| Ez:c;; 11;2‘:;?&0@@@5;@ make Lyill “P“' say, Peace be mt{x-
K b I;};ll;eve:;’; R | . "

shalt ‘proaper that love thee,

CHAPTER V. ' o
“Jerusalem ! ‘What heart 'does not bound: q?;the rr‘x?ld'e‘
ention of that name? What a history she pgﬁﬁeﬁ?es.
Eow. f;xllk ﬁ,l'é 1;11 of ‘ héf environs with vglﬁgﬁgfﬂ.tri} :1 l‘l?ogr
. . ‘u ) . ?,"‘“ ttho]y ‘ r,“! \ u“'ga:q‘“ 4
interest, . {Beautiful” says the k Ve :
:’;afatioh the jby;gtf. the whole e?ljt,!;(,}gs LgtKﬁi;r’l” ox;{ltgg
.. ) "-'_ § Y] ~t}g IEa'i. 5 "f___'
-of .the North, the- city of the, Gr K
%iiquhad: left his capitol;city. in a prosperous.condition

—her streets compagt, her trade tourishing; her population

ic sacrifices—her solepan feasts—

: ing.-.- And her mystic sacritices- SOTeRI demstenT
‘f;f',i’";’ﬁ-’fm-. fﬁd. the splendor.: of her, wealth—-,;%ﬁﬁtibsﬁi i??h
(U, g 1Al - : . " ) 't,mnoreb,:‘
ired to make her.the centre of attraction for the o
;ﬁ;ﬂe ?Tfan these Solomon had added immeasurably,

- and at the time -when the . young Lebanon wountainger -

first, beheld hev gligteting. in the dislanss, RSE fhe ERTS
of the.carly  inerning. sup, she . had arrifed gty ﬁb" é?d&h
of her magnificense, only, one thing ;b?}.':’g'wyﬁtfl o Temple
her glory,;  the.completion and dedicatiop.of the Templ
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to the Iivi_ng‘ God cn Mount Morigh. The surroundings
of the city torresponded with the magniticence within its
walls,  Where the waters of the brook Kedron flowed, -
rnui'm'm‘ingly through the rocky dell at the foot of the
Mount of Olives, royal gardens were Iaid"oui; with every

. variety of tree gnd ﬂuwer.‘- The vale of Hinnom, with jts.

gently undulating slopes, hounded the city on the south, '
while the Mount of Olives, with - itg triple summit and
dense groves, towered above all the rest, and looked down
o1 a combination of glories at its base to which no spot’
on earth conld afford a paralle] o .

1t would be strange indeed if one who possessed the
fervid imagination of the. young Elam had failed to be
strack with the pictare which lay before him. Ag he_
neared the city, the first object of interest to his eyes. was
the great Temple, then drawing towards its completion,
Filial affection gave it, for' him, & stil) deeper interest ;
for in that wondrous pile were timbers folled and fashion-

‘ed by his father on the heights of Lebanon, and that-

father now languished in 5 strange city, a prisoner to the
law.  But not long did he -allow gloo i

| _cloud. his brow, One building- he discerned of dimensions

more vast than any other. It occupied 2 commanding
clevation, and flanked with buttresses, and separated'by
trees “and ‘an enclosure from the surrounding edifices,
This was the spot he sought ; here were the gates he most
desired to enter. Tt was the palace of David the mingtre]
King, and here King Solomon held hig court.  Elam had
received instructions from his traveling companions as to
where Hiram of Tyre was to be found, and directed his

A
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steps to a spot near the place, where a building had been

seb apart for his use. . But the labors of the day were

over, and Hiram had retired.to his private residence..lln
‘the little village of Bethany hard by. He chose tct abide
here that he might be away from the throng of woxlfmeln,‘.
‘and.near to the clay grounds of the Jordan, where the

pillars of the porch and the holy vessels of -the Temple .

were cast. Although wearied and toil-worn, thii;hertdfd
Blam divect his steps.  As 'he‘c[fas?eudedl by. the e_s%:fs ern
gate of the Temple, :tlle fast ,dccl-lmng sun was 1)-0u111?% -et
flood of glory. over the mountains around the. c;tgl_f. be,
crossed the Kedron and skirted the mormtanll close .;ﬁ
Gethsemane, and reaching - the crest ?f Olivet, a'dle I'lafllli)teﬂ
to survey the most striking scene his eyes hf tn;;]\'mnve
neld.  Avound him, were scattered gr(_)ups‘ol e.l(gl e
tree, with here and there the oleander and the wi 2
mond, The Kedron’s usnally scanty flood was now swe

led by the rains of spring, and ran tumbling and brawling |

below. . Stretching to the left was 1Ehe Valley of 111{111?(;&;
whose northern slope was surmounted by the wa 15 01 ce
city of David, and . the Ioftier towe?rsl o'f the roya }1)?& 0{"
imrﬁediately in front, on the qppc.)mte_ side of thle :ha ;;Z;ﬁ-
the brook Kedron; was the crowning glory of alIi ; o
ple with its spaeious‘courté anc.l colm.lade& He b belt
the’ vast wall, with its almost ineredible stones, wine

‘ ide of Mt Moriah. = Hesaw, too,
rost?nfm ;113]3 %(:)‘:;h(iliia Spi'lla,rs aof the Poreh, wl-nch,sto‘(l)d
Jﬁt u'lin‘ before him, with. their capitals of Hly wor {é
B oo lg and pomegranate. ‘They had recently been se
Egt-;ﬁ étood there, like golden: sentmels, to gumd the

sacred precincts.
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It was twilight when he reached Bethany, and he lost
no time in-making inquiry for the dwelling of Hiram. It
was easily found, and the signet ring gained him ready .
almission. . In a brief space of time he stood in the pres-
encz of the Master Builder. . Hiram of Tyre was then a
man, in middle life, rather below the ‘ordinary statute.
Upon his head he wore a crimson cap or turban, of such-
size as to partially conceal a broad and capacions . fore-
head. He was reclining on a conch by a table.covered with
rolls of papyrus and pavchment, which were. spread out
‘before him, and which he was examining by the light of
a seven branched lamp of curious workmanship, o

Dispersed throughout the ‘chamber were many rare

-specimens ot Tyrian handeraft, draperies of purple; jars,
vases, flagons, and the floor was of the celebrated ¢hecker-
ed pavement which had then only been used in the dwel-
ling of kings and princes.” He greeted Elam kindly, and
Liis fine eyes "kindled at sight of the signet ring, for it
carried him back in memory to the side of his mother Deb-
orah, for-whom he entertained the most unbounded afr
fection. His heart was full of kind emotions, and he lis- .
tenod with much interest to the tale of the young moun-

taineer.  After some time spent in familiar converse, a

. couch was spread for our young traveler, and Hiram. of

Tyre invited him to share a draught of the red wine of
Engeddi, mingled with the juice of the pomegranate. The
toil-worn feet‘;)f the youth were refreshed with a cooling -
hath, and then he retired to rest. When the Mastor Build-
cr awoke early next morning, Elam, fatigued by his un-
wonted journey, still slept.  He loft him in charge of his
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wife” and’ children, and repaireld to his. rooms near the
King's Palace. The boy’s tale had made a deep impres-
sion on Hirant’s mind, and his kindly nature, no less than
the eommanda-of his mother, as expressed in sending to
him the Signet, prompted him to do what hecould to fur-
ther the lad’s ‘bold effort at speech with King Selomon.
To an ordinary person, access to the King was difficult to
‘be phtained. - But by virtue of his high office, Hiram of
Tyre not unfrequently Lield long personal interviews with
Solomori ; yet, not to him, even, were the doors of the
palace open at all times, and he was too well acquainted
with court etiquette to venture on an unwarrantable lib-
erty. However, he had not long to wait for a faverable

opportunity tointroduce the story and name of the young

‘Hebrew. Solomon being that day absent at his summer
place at Heshbon, his Chief Chamberlain availed himself
of the opportunity to visit the Tyrian artificer and exam-
ine the numerous specimens of -his wondrous skill with
“which his rooms abounded. To him the story was relat-
ed. - The royal servant listened with an apparent apathy

- which gave Hiram little promise of encouragement; and .

what the chamberlain did say confirmed lum in his fears
that. there was no proba,bﬂlty of any relaxation in the

Jewish law relating to blood:revenge. - But the official .

had been. more interested in the tale than his manner

showed, That very night, on the King’s return he intro-

duced the matter as a subject of conversation, while they
were seated in the banquet hall.  Solomon, ever alive to
the claims of the suffering and the destitute,and capable of
more than most of his dependent courtiers ot a,pplecla,tmrr
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fitial tenderness.and worth, reselved o sce the youth
-with his own eyes, and himself hear and deterniine his
cause,  So the delay of a day, which fretted Elam very
‘mueb, proved to him of great benefit in the end, and he
passed the second night of his stay with Hiram in plea-

~ sant dreams of home and liberty for his father.

. CHAPTER V1, -
The wagnificent palace of King Solomon contained a
vast- Hall which was called “The House of the Forest of
Lebanon.” The ceiling was of great. Leight, and beanti- -

. fully adorned with {ha,pe: ies of blue and purple hung

from golden cornices which were .suppmtu? by pillars of -
marble. The walls were enameled with parti-colored
stones - interspersed with warlike devices. Trophies of
the battles of King Dayvid, the spears, helinets, and swords,
taken from his enemies, were grouped here and there, .
and arranged on marble pedestals were golden vessels,
interspersed with shields and helwets of beaten gold.
Massive vafters of cedar, supported by cedar pillars, and

~adorned by devices of silver and gold, added much to the

giandeur of the room. At the southern end of the Hall
were the two “porches of Justice,” and inone of these was
set the throne of judgment. How shall we describe it ¢

- Language fails, and we will not attempt to do so in de-

tail. It was made of pure ivory and gold, and was rais-

~ed six steps above the tloor of the Hall, those steps being
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- supported by twelve sculptured lions, emblematic of the
tribes of Tsrael.  On. this magnificent seat sat the King,
fully robed, -on the morning when Flain was to be brought
into the royal presence. . Right regally was he attired.
His raiment glittered withy gens, a tiara of unbold riel

ness was on his he'ul and bracelets of gold were on his -

neck and arms. .In crimson and gold a.tood about the

throne the officers of his eourt, and near were groups of

the princes and nobles of the people, mingled with priests
and Levites. in official attire, who had ecome to pay Lom-
- age or seek an audience with the King. “Behind tlie throne,
in triple rows, clad in Tyrian purple and armed with bow
and quiver, stood the royal body-guard, their long, jet
ringlets of hair falling over their shoulders, and .spm khnﬂ'

. wxbh gold-dust,

Such was the scene at the moment when young Klam
was introduced and escorted -to'the foot of ihe throne

where he knelt in lowly obeisance to Lis King, and kissed

© the white'marble steps of the throne.. Hiram’s wife had
replaced his soiled and travel-stained garments by a grace-

ful tunic, and as he knelt and bent low before the King °

~ his Iong black locks swept over his agitated {'a.ce and ron-

an,stf,d pleasingly with the anow-whlte marble on which

‘he was prone.  All eyes were directed towards him as the
King, addressing the Phambelldin said :

“So this, then is the young mountmn couvier 7”7
“It is, O ng lephed he.

| “B.}se--u_p, child of ‘Lebanpn-—rise, and fea,r.not,‘” caid the
King. “I bave heard of the heroism of thy young spirit ;
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it was worthy of a more hopeful cause. How far hast

thou traveted on this errand of merey ¢’

EIE is two weeks, O King, since thy servant left his
home,, and nothing but love for thie kindest of fathers
could give me courage to stand in thy presence.”

“Thy father is whele?

& «He hath taken refuge in thy Refuge City of Kedebh
said Elam, the tears steahnu down his Lheekb as he spoke.

“Taken wtucr(, there hom tlie avenger of blood ? Tell
me, brave youth said the King, “come neaver and tell
me of the event which led to this separation.”

Thus encouraged, Tlam detailed, in tremulous accents,
the'tragedy on Mt. Labanon, and when he had finished he
cast an imploring look on the monarch. A tear moisten-
ed the eye of the King as be said : : :

“Hark thev, brave boy, Lhy hervism du,ou(,th every

wark of réyal favor, and it shall not go unr aquited. But—"

Elam's heart sank as he marked the hemtatmcly spoken

~word, and said, with energy :

“Tt was the thought of my héart, O, mighty King, that
thy word is'the .word of God. The Lord’s anomtcd sure-
ly hath but to speftk and the arm of the avenger will be
staid {7 ~
“«Not so—mnot so, boy | I owe my seeptre toa mightier
power than thas of any earthty King. Iam but the sex-

. vant of the Most Hurh God.  His laws and edicts I must

obey The law touchlng blood-revenge was not the enact-
ment of our father Moses, but of the God of Israel, who
gave i the law. 1 cannet, I dare not tamper with the
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ordinances of Him whose servant I am.  Say to thy fath-
er in Kedesh his Sovereign bids him exercise submission
to ‘the Dum(, will, and takc comfort from the words of

his former monareh; ‘I have been young, but now am old; )

yet have I not seen the . righteons forsaken, noy- hls geed
begging bread I”. :
The oy su"pwssul a4 sob, as he a,nswered “thy will,
-0 King, and the will of God bo done! Thy servant can
at lea,s{; retwrn and cheer his father'’s caplivity by telling
Lim of thy goodmsb in lending a willing car to this tale

of sorrow.”  Baying which Llam again bowed himself on

the marble pavement, and turned to withdraw.

“Stay!” commanded the King; and turning to bis chagan-

berlain he said: “Command thuu vhat two len(rcs of rai-
ment and a talent of gold be conveyed to the lioy’s dwel.
ling; and let h:s name bave honorable mention on our
. er‘rxstm

Elan: bowed once move to tht, ground, and then wnh
many strange and mingled feelings he hastened from the
‘palace gate and paused not until he reached once more
the house of his'kind friend Hiram, Heré, seated on his
couch, the tearsof sorrow and disappointment coursing down
his cheeks, he related to the wife of the artificer the inei-
dents of his interview. When he had finished his tale the
good woman did lier best to comfort the youtl, bidding
him put his trust in Him who is mighty to save. She
also reminded himn that it was the eve of the Passover,
and bade him consider himself a part of the family until
its close. "Then, her husband having meantime returned,
she ploceeded according to the instractions of the Jewish

I
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ritual, to cast out the unleavened bread. All over the
house, with a lighted la,mp she went, strictly examining
the smallest corner or hole where it was possible for
leaven, in any shape, to be lodged. The next morning,
hefore noon, all that could be found was carefully burned,
or thrown into the water, or scattered to the wind ; and
every one, as he thus put it away, was accustomed to re-
peat the established form of cxecration, “All the leaven
that is within my. possession, which I have seen or which
I have not seen, which I.have cast out or which I have
not cast out, be it as though it were not! be it as the dust.
of the earth!”- Thus was every house purged for the cele- -
ration of the passover ; and after this it was not consid- -

ered proper even so much as to make use of the word
leaven, lest the thought of it should pollute the mind.
The unleavened. bread which was now prepared for use, -
was baked in the form of thin cakes, full of holes, to keep
them froin the slightest fermentation, unseascned with
salt, and made-only with water, without any sort of oil;
in some cases the Higher class of the people had them en-
riched with suzar and eggs, though even such bread was -
not allowed on the first day of the feast, but only on.these
that followed.

The lambs were all slain, as otbe,r b&(!llﬁces, in the Court
of the priests. It was & great work to kill and dress so
niny as were necessary for the occasion, and required a
considerable part of the afternoon of the 14th day for its
exegcution. The Evening Sacrifice accordingly, on that
day, was offered before the middle of the afternoon, and
the rest of the day, from that_ time to the end of it, was
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"~ oceupied altogether with fhis preparation for the passover.
Though only one person of eaclr family or society entered
into the court of sa.cnr;ce “with the lamb that Jbelonged to
_it, it needs not to be remarked, that it was still impossible
‘for all these to go in at once, They were accordingly
- divided into three large companies, which were admitted
. one at a time in succession. When one of these com-
panies entered, the gates were closed, and- 1mmedmtely tho
qwners of the lambs or those who brought them in, began
to assist each other in killing them, taking off their skins,
.and removing the entrails and fat. The blood was han-

ded to the priests, to be spmnkled on the altar and poured .

out, at its bottom, and the common portions of fat to be

burned upon its top-; these standing all aleng in rows from

the slaughtering places to the altar, and passing the arti-
cles from one to another continnally to where it stood.
Meanwhile the Levites sang over, once, twice, or three

times, the 113th, 1144h, Iloth 11.6th, 11(1:1} and 118th

Psalms. These were denominated, when taken together,
the Hallel or hymn of "praise, and sometimes the Lesscr
Hallel, to distinguish it from. another that was in use,
styled the greater Hallel. As soon as the first ecrpany
had their work done, they went out, and the second took
their pla.ce going over the same business in -the 'same
style; so in their turn, the third-one filled the cowrt; after
which it was all washed over with watei, as we may well
suppose it needed to be after such an immense slaughter.

The lambs thus butchered were carried away to the sev-
eral houses ‘where they were to be caten, and immediately
made ready for roasting, by being thrust through from
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one end to the other, by a wooden spit or stake, and so
placed before a large five. Acerrding to the command-
ment, each was allowed to be thus exposed, till it was
roasted in a perfectly thorough mamner. Soon after it be-
came dark, that is, with the commencerent of the 15th
day, the passover table was spread, and surrounded by its
little company, in all the houses of Jerusalem,

. “The supper commenced with the ceremony of drinking
asmall cup of wine mingled with water, after having

- given thanks over it to God the Giver of all blessings.
~ Every one had a separate cup poured out, but only one

uttered the thanksgiving in the name of all. This was
the first cup. Then followed the washing of hands, after-
the manner of the purifying of the JeWS accompanied
with another short form of thanksgiving to God. The
table having been’ till this time unfurmshed, Was Now sup-
plied with its provisions, viz:ithe cakes of unleavened

" bread, the bitter salad, the lamb roasted whole, with its

logs, heart, liver, &e, and, besides, some other meat prepa-

~ red from the flesh of common peace offerings, that had

heen presented during the day, and a dish of ‘thick sauce
composed of dates; eges, raising, vinegar, &,

The tablo thus furnished, the leading person, and all the
rest after him, fook .a small quantity of the salad, with an
other thanksgiving and ate it. - After which, imme_dla,tely, ‘
all the dishes were removed from the table, and a seecond
cup of wine placed before each of the company, as at first.
The strange way of beginning the meal was designed to
excite the curtosity of the children, that they might be led
to inquire what it meant, according to what is said in
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<}
Ex. xil. 26. When the inquiry was made, (for if there
was no child present, the wife or some other person

brought it forward,) the person who pm,suled began and .

told how their fathers had ail been servants in ]Lnrypt and
how with many signs and wonders the Lord had redeemer,
them from their erel bondage, and brought them forth
from the place of their cruel oppression, with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm. As he coneluded the in-
teresting story of Jeliovel’s mercies, the dishes that had

heen removed were again placed upon the table; where- -

upon he said, “This is the passover which we eat, because
that the Lord passed over the houses of our fathers in
Fgypt;” and then holding up the salad, and after it the
unleavened bread, he stated their design, viz: that the one

represented fhe bitterness of the Egyptian bendage, and

the other the sudden redemption. which the Lord wrought
on their behait when be smote the first-born of their op-
pressors, so that they urged his people to depart without
delay. Then he repeated the 113th and 114th Psalms
and closed with this prayer: “Blessed:be thou, O Lord our

God, King Everlasting! who hast: redeemed. our fathers -

out of Egypt, and brought us to this night te eat unleav-
ened bread and bitéer hetbs, which bemw ‘witered, ail the
company drank the wine that had been standlng for some
time before them. This was the second cup.

Another washing of the handsnow took place, when

the person who presided, taking up the unleavened bread,

broke one of the cakes in two, again gave thanks to God,
and then, with the rest, began to eaf; each first making

use of a piece of bread, with some of the salad, and the
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thick saucc, then partaking of the peace oflering meat,
and last of all of the paschal lamh, with a separaté thanks-
iving still pronounced before each dish. Jvery one was
1e:;ssm,d to eat as much of the lamb as was. equal to the
size of an-olive, The meal thus over, they all washed
again, according to the asage of eommon meals, and then

- anited in drinking another cup of wine and water. This

wis the third eup and. was called by way of distinction,
“the eup of blessing,” because while it stood before them
cready to be drank, the leader was accustowed to return:
thanks over it in a particolar manner, for.the blessing of
the wacred supper, and for all the n()odne% of the Lord.
There was yet another cup made ud,dy a hittle time after,
Just betfore the company rose from the table. It was de-
nominated the cup of the Hallel; because it was the cus-
tom te repeat, in cnnn_gction with it, the principal past of
the hymn of Lesser Hallel: for as it was begun by the ve-
hearsal of its fivsh two psalins, the 113th and the 114th,
over the second cup, {as we have seen,)so it was now fin-
ished by "being carried on through the following four.
In all commen cases, this fourth LU]) closed the cele,iua-

tion of the foust. Tt was held ta be a-daty absolutely in-

ciumbent upon all who took part in the supper, men or wo-
wen, young or old, rich or pour, to make use of all the four

. cups that have been mentioned.

The youthful Elam observed with much irterest all the
proceedings of the Passover week, and at its close pre-

pared for his long and toilsome journey to Kedesh and

home.

~
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CHAPTER VIIL = ;
Jerusalem had more than one visiter from the valle'_};
of Abdol during the Passover week‘. "th i‘()t)if;i;e}wl(:1w
Flam bad been dogged during his entire journey fro;nll.rb
Lebanon home to the walls of the Sacred lC}ty.‘lf ; mz
the Avenger; had, for reasons be'si; knoym to himsel, ;}1
the youth in sight, determined, 1tj possible, to l‘cn}():vbsﬂ t}:e

- thing of his plans and purposes, if 50 be. I_f}e‘mlg it, by ‘
aid of that knowlédge, vet accomplish'his bloody purpose

of slaying Asher. While the latter remained in the Ref- -

uge City, Jabaz did not dare attempt to slay hi.m, but he
hoped to devise some plan to inveigle him without the

gates of the city, and there and then accomplish his fell

purpose, . He knew the object of Elam’s visit to the King,

“and on the day of his audie ed in disguis
about the palace gates, He saw by the y outh’s sorrow-

' . ! o ’ BNeE
ful countenance as he passed out from Solomon’s prese

that his mission had been "unsucce:sgfu]‘,‘and theref;n‘fs ;w

" had no further need to keep up his espionage s0 ¢ ose_ Y

Hs had other work to do, and he seb about it at ,omi)f. .
That night, in a lonely dell near Kedron bxf)o‘ , atr:

hard by the city, there was a lengtheqed“cons,ulhatl‘fn eti

tween a small band of eraftsmen .from the l’em}gl) e ?lnd
this arch villian., They were Tyrians whom Jahaz t a

known in_years gone by, und wh(?m he had soughtlcn:} on

his arrival at Jerusalem, and prwatg,lx Buqtmone( flem

" 4o meet him there. Like himself they were men aof no

nee he lingered in disguise - . foreign countries at our will.”
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principle, and ripe for any evil deed. “They‘wént to the .

",-endpzvous siﬁgly, so as not to attract attention, and ar- -

riving one by one were informed by their self-constituted
chief of his plans. Frow scafaring men he had heard
glowing accounts of the wealth of Egypt and Ethiopia,
~and lis plan was to ovganize a band of desperate men,
seize a ship, dnd proceeding thither, lead s life of lawless-
ness and ease,  “Brothers,” said he, “why toil ye here for

“a pittance of corn and wine, with taskmasters over ye,

when ease and luxury may be had for a;tt'iﬁing effort 7
Ye were told in farr words that great secrets should be |
yours it ye would but serve the Jewish King for a season,
Ve have toiled now these many years, and what thank
have ye?  Will the word of Hiram be kept! T tell yo
nay.” ' o . .
“But,” said vne, “there is yet a chance to obtain from
the Master that for which we have wrought. Let us
wait until the Temple is gompleted, then, with the secrets
of a Master in onr possession, we shall be able to travel in
“Aye,” said the third, "there_is wisdom in that, brother
Jahaz we must have the secret word of a Master—it wili
open to us gates we may not otherwise be able te unlock.”
- “T'he secret word of a Master!” exelaimed Jabaz seorn-
fully “are ye so’ weak-minded ¥ Know ye not that we
are deewmed unfit to obtain it by this ‘pa,mpered) slave of

" two Kings—this upstart’ Hiram of Tyre? Know ve not
= P ! b b

that both of ye are down on the Master’s roll as disturbers
of the peace and harmony of the craft ? Am not I, nmy-
self, proseribéd and my nawe stricken from the roll of .

.

,
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wur]'cmo:; for daring to contend with the overseer of the
., work in Lebanon, Asher of Abdol? My curse be npon
him, and on them who clothed him with authority !
This hand shall yet let out bis tainted hlood

“Phere is much truth in thy words,” said the othel
“Do. ye not remember the words of the proinise? ‘Dpon
them only which are worthy and well qualified will I be-
stow the the new name, said the Master; and who but
* himself is to be the Judge? I fear me, brother Jaha,
we are as little Jike to obtain the word as thou art.”s
" «Phere is but one way to obtain it,” said Jahaz, reHee-

_tively. “Who knows the courage .of Hiram of Tyre?
Methinks it were an easy matter to extort the seeret from
_him., The pampered favorites of courts are not apt to be -

overstocked with bravery.” :
" «But what wouldst thou do” said the first speaker, “if
‘he boldly withstood thee and bluntly refused thy denrand?”

~ “Then, by my beard,” said Jahaz, 1 would strangle him

. as one would choke to death a blind puppy. He has
twice cmssed my path alréa,dy—lct him beware of the
third time”

But we need not tarr Y ionrrel with these midnight con-
spirators. What the resilt of their confabulation was we

- shall see ere the close of our story. :

CHAPTER VIiI

On a pleasant afternoen, near the close of the Passover
month, old Deborah of Geshur beheld, at a distance, the
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figare she had been long expecting and wishing to see.
Day after day she had been seated by her dlstaﬂ‘ close by
the lattice, looking for the return of ydung Elam, Oeca-
stonally she woul_d_ venture out with her cmoked staff’ to
the middle of the road, and gaze with her dim old eyes for

some appearance of the expected traveler, More than . -

willingly had her son Hiram prolonged his hospitality to
the lad until the solemnities of the Passover were conclud-
ed and-Elam had thereby the advantage of enjoying on
his return homewards the company of some of his fellow-
worshippers. He availed himself of their society all the
way through the great valley of the Jordan until they
arrived at the waters of Merom, where a foot-path di-
verged from the highway, conducting to the house of De-
bmah Gratified indeed was he to find himself once more

“an inmate of her residence. With pleased interest she

listened “to the incidents he had to narrate of Hiram, the
Temple, the King, He delivered into her hands, also, 8

~ parcel sent by Her son, containing Egyptian linen and a

copy of the Pentateuch, and he returned to her hands the

valued ring which had served him so well,
“And Israel's many thousands,” said old Deborah, as

" Elam paused in his narrative, « are they faithful as ever

to the holy convocation?” ,
“Yea, truly. Never can I forget that scene. Thy son

. and myself were wont at times to stand, on our return to

Bethany, on the ridge of Olivet, and watch the multitudes

-threading their way through the valleys and plains-—the

music of their voices borne on the evening breeze, their
songs swelling louder as they caught a first glimpse of the
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city of our God. And on the night of the Passover, when
returning -from the holy service under a clear moon, and
“ looking down the valley of Kedron, thousands of white
tents dotted the mountain sides and the hum fxom the
city was like the noise from s restless sea.” ‘

“Sawest thou the anointed of Jehovah the hwh pnest ‘

of Tsrael "
] did,—a venerable old men with a snowy beard and

tottering step. 1 saw, too, his breast-plate glittering
with its precious stones, his robe of blue, embroidered
with purple and scarlet, and the golden bells.”

. “The blessing of Jehovah be on him, my son, I rejoice

to hear thy testimony, But I see thou art weary with

this journey. Thy ecouch. is Sple&d a,ml ready. It is -

" needful to betake thyselt to rest.”

Exhausted with the fatigues of his travel, Ela,m w1lhn0‘-
ly acquiesced, and he did so more readily as he had re-
solved to renew his journey on the morrow. He eould
not linger, when a few hours more travel would take him-
to Kedesh, and place him face to face with his ‘beloved

“father. 'So the next forenoon found him on his way. At

mid-day he paused by the banks of Jordan, and was fer-
ried across to the other side on a rude raft, with another
traveler whom he had observed for some time behind him.
The latter sat on the raft mufiled in a loose tunic, and

wore a cap which almost entirely covered his features. -

He had a basket slung by hig side, containing trinkets of
variogs kinds, which seemed to indicate the nature of hig
support.in his wandering life, . |

~ Elam was too much engrossed with the thought that in
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a few hours he should stand in the presence of his father
to notice his fellow-traveler. But there was something
striking and singular in the man’s countenance and man-
ner ; when he did speak, the tones ot his voice, proceeding
from beneath a long, flowing, grizaly beard, seemed not
altogether unfamiliar; and the boy could not fail to re-
mark the penetrating glances from time to time cast upon
him from eyes that were screened by bushy eyebrows,which
gave an appearance that, to say the least, was not at all
prepossessing. Arrived at the opposite bank, Klam paid
his fare, and was adjusting his sandals to resume his jour-

‘ney, when the stranger, in a rough and unmusieal voice

inquired if he were going to Kedesh, and offered, if he
were & stranger, to be hie guide and companion. The
youth could not help being strack with the singular and
assumed familiarity of the Jew, He seemed as kind as
one of his stern voice and manner could be, and yet there

. was a dissembled effort to get Elam to inform him of his .

own history and that of his fawmily, where he had been,
and what had caused one so young to take so loncv a
journey. Such an impression did his dwmgenuous
manner produce that the boy was realty pleased when, on

. their reaching a village some distance from Kedesh, the

stranger announced that he would tarry there, and leave
him to complete his journey alone. ‘
Our young traveler obtained easy access within the
cates of the refuge city, and had little difficulty in finding
the dwelling of Asher of Abdol. The visions of Jerusalem’s
ma.gmﬁcﬂnce were floating before his mind's eye, as he
Climbed with trembling heart the dark and winding
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stairs, and ‘marked the painful ronfrast. A tap at ffhe
door was answered by the music of a well known vcice
bidding him enter and in a moment father and son were
clasped in each other’s arms.

CHAPTER IX,

The joy of fathet and son at their re-union was mutual.
In broken accents Asher gave thanks to the God of Israel
for raising him up so trusty and well formed a son.
«And how,” said he, “didst thou leave my other‘dear ones?
Thy mother and thy tender sister; and old Gideon—are

.they well?’ : :

The youth blushed and stammered—his father knew

nop of his recent journey. . Atlength he asked, “Hast thou
not seen old Gideon lately, then?”

“Nay,” said Asher, “The good 6ld man hath tarried long

‘with thee this.season. I have been waiting eagerly for
his return. How fareth it-with him?"

«“Well, for aught I know,” zeplied the boy. “I have not
séen him for many weeks. I must tell thee I have been

ing the foast at Jerusalem.” .

ke?‘f&t %erusa,leml” exclaimed Asher. “And yet I _thoug-rht
asmuch. It is well—would that I.could have been Wl{:;h
thee to tel] thee of the many things thou shouldst know in
regard to the holy feast.” . '
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Elam explained that his home while at the Passover
had been with Hiram of Tyre, who had, with fatherly care,
considered him as one of his own household. He then
narrated the interview with King Solomon, and with bit. -

. ter tears lamented the. failure of his mission. Bub his

father comforted him, saying, with much emotion, that he
would willingly suffer ten such separations to feel that he
had such a son. Their busy converse was soon interrupted
by footsteps without the door, and the well-known tap of
a pilgrim’s staff, “Enter thou lioly man of God,” said
Asher. “And as old Gideon’s tottering steps crossed the
thresheld he added, with bis greeting: =~

“Thon couldst not have come at a more fitting moment,

~ ‘How can I be lonely with the aged friend of my adversity

and the child of my fondest affection both at my side?”
“The Lord be with thee!, said the old man, in a faint
voice, “and with thee, too, my son!” observing' with his
dim old eyes the form of Elam a moment after.- Then’he
sank exhausted upon a couch—the journey had been too
too much for his feeble. frame, " A little water revived
hin, and in haste they prepared a comfortable bed for b im,
hoping a few hours repose would recinit his exhausted

energies. But ull at once he made an.attempt to raise
himself from his pillow on his withered arm.

“Hark yei” he exlaimed, with unwonted force; “the
days of Gideon of Zaphar are numbered——my sands oflife
are ran out. "l shall soon be gathered to my fathers,

- Four score and ten years have I been a pilgrim on the earth, .

and now that I am passing away but one thing do I de-
sire.  Leb these bones be laid in the sepuleher of the house
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of Lemuel in the valley of Abdol” e paused :s ift; i:g:ig,l:;
his ini nd then he continued:
is remaining, strength, and . € .
:‘01;(113 elrz this tongue falters and this slow beating I;;s:t
coases forever its. pulsations, Beware! Let Ashz; zhz
fa.ithfu‘llyrwithiﬁ the walls of Kedesh. His enémy

averiwer. lurks without, Moreover, let the boy Elam hae- .
= 3

ten without delay to the protection of his mother.

These broken sentences struck Ela}’n wi_th‘mu;‘:lt fm:: ‘
tending as bhe}_r did to confirm suspicions that before n
‘ =

had flashed upon him as to the stranger who had doggr.;d

his feotsteps from the home of old Deborah. .

“Does Jahaz, then, Jurk outside the city walls?” he =en?
quired in a suppressed tone. :

«He crossed the Jordan with thee to-day, my‘; sc;n.
Fasten! hasten to thy home; his hardness. of heart may

' him to fearful deeds.” , e
188::1&;:1 must we see thy face no more, good father?” said

i ing prophet. .
J!%S‘}‘l‘;‘;ems1‘:::1?1 r(:{;zgiz a.Pbebb(;r equntry, my son,” said olld
G.ride'on - «L¢! I am nearing the gates_—-the gateslof' ‘t 12
true Cii;y of Refoge ; angels are becko?’lng mﬁ;}-gdz:ﬁ :
King of Kings, I comet qu}'ym——glory; and oﬂ I; gon o
Zaphar closed his dim eyes on earth toopen them.
'ne‘%’h‘ie’;;‘t;?iegr: Z};cx):lfly spread through Kedes.h that l‘,bhe
wanderer had gone home. As was customary 10 Israel on

i f the city who had en- -
lemn occsions, the ma.t.ron% of > has :
;:;stiliz friendship and prized his worth, gathered about

his death-bed to bewail a patriarch in Isra.el, andFt‘o :;5,1;
ba.itﬁ his body with aloes, myrrh, and spices: lor W

¥
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sucessive nights lights were gleaming in‘ the chamber
where the revered ashes lay, and the plaintive and impas-
sioned dirges told the heavy loss which many a widowed
and orphaned heart had sustained. =~
- When the aged Gideon had breathed his last, Elam has-
tended his preparations, at the request of his father, to ve.
© turn to his Lebanon home. The mysterious alludions of
- the old man te the. necessity of such a step showed him
the propriety of leaving old Gideon’s Kedesh friends to
the care of his obsequies. Before his. -departure he
arranged as to the day when the mournful funeral proces-
sion might be expected in the valley of Abdol, and em-
bracing his father, Le took his staff and serip and has-
tened on his way to his mother and sister. i
On reaching the cottage, he soon discovered the canse

. of his old friend’s urgency. Jahaz had hurried one of his
. confederatés on from Jerusalem to Abdnl, in the hope that

sher might, believing him to be out of the way,
to the bosom of his family,
him., . . .

A day or two befure the arrival of Elam at the fords of
Jordan, a dusty traveler approached the door of the cot-
tage and asked for food and drink, Bithiah treated him
kindly, and courteously entertained him, while Rachel

return
and so fall an easy prey to

. provided him with refreshments,

“May I ask,” said he, “if it was not ne
haz lived?” ‘ . ,

“It is not far from this” said- Bithial, in a trembling . -
voice. “Dost thou know him, or aboub him?”

“Thy servant knew him,” returned the traveler, “ITmet

ar here wherc Ja-




G4 ' SIGNET OF HIRAM ;

him some weeks since at the port of Tyre. He looked de-
jected and sad, and told me he wasto sail that evening
for Cyprus, never to yeturn.” ' o

- «And canst thou not tell me more of him?”

v

“Alas! that I can,” continued he, in & ‘melancholy voiee. -
I heard but yesterday of hus fate. The vessel in which Lie

~ sailed encountered a storm the very next day,off the coasts
of Phenecia, and was wrecked. All on hoard perished.”
Bithial was completely deceived, and in the fullness vf
her simplicity, she detailed the story of the tragedy in the
mountains of Lebanon, He seemed to listen with pro-
forind interest, and as she concluded, he said:
<] fael glad in the thought that a lonely wayfarer hath
been permitted to bear to thee glad tidings. .
«Dost thou mean” said Bithiah, “that now my husband
“may return from the Refuge City? would it were so,” sho
exclaimed, with clasped hands. ' < :
«Jt would be perfectly safe,” said the dissimulator, “as
thy servant cam testifly. J ahaz told me, as a reason for his

celf-banishment, that he was the last of his race, and had.

- no tieto bind him longer to this land. If there be no other
" kinsman to take the place of the avenger thy husband
" may return with impunity.” . ' (
«Joyful day would it be to this heart,” said Bithiah and
- tears of gratitude shone in her eyes. ‘ _
«“Hasb thou,” said he, “any messenger to carry tidings
to thy husband?” ' ' -

«] have a little son,” she 1'eplied, twhose retwn I am
daily looking for. When he comes back I shall—but

stay, I have a trustier

.

messenger still: an-aged man, Gid-
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:;_‘un (‘ft‘ Za.pha,r is with me, [ expect him every mome.n‘t '
,anm will I entrost the cheering méssagip "= '
At this the traveler aros ddi |
‘ ose and b r her adi
on s o ‘ idding her adien started
_ W-:’:T o soomer had -old Gideon returned than Bithish
) ith trembling easerniess, narvated the tidings she had just:
181%]%(1‘ ‘ .He ab once saw the crael deception that had
?LEHT])I‘&GEICB(.I on her, and divined its object, \
] L4 s : . .
‘ ]I\a&y, .stmd'he. ‘belieye it-not.  The. information of old
an ﬁ;lth{ul Gideon is more to be relied on than that, of a
namedess wandersr. Take m or i |
1210 . v word for it, Jahaz sti
&l[ljves.' As thou valuest the safety of Asher, wait tllllé
Lovd’s time, and he will continue that grace which has
supported thee hitherto” - ' v
y And Tlcaw'he_ fel that he must hasten to warn Asher of.
| :d unpendmg danger---Withoub the walls of Kedesh h'a‘
I.:i lSL,-Gll th:? avenger. . The journey, as we have seen, was
§ last.  His eagerness had over-taxed his alveady f;eble

frame, and, his life- : ‘
o , his life work doae, he was taken to his final

CHAPTER X,

n a deep d’eﬂ within a s;:on '
. . 1 e's throw of the Leb
(,Ofg‘;&gt} of Asher, concealed amid copse and brusz‘v:f:(;gl
ZL; reached by a d-iﬁicu}t and intricate path which led’ |
1ough masses of disjeinted rock, was the burying-place
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the sepulcher of the house of Asher. It was a cave hol-
" lowed out of the preclplce A huge stone closed its mouth,
secured in its place by iron bars and bolts.

chosen resting place of old Gideon of Zapha1

Tt was on a bright evemng in the month of Zif, when *

thesun was casting his last beams athwart the valley
of Abdol, imparting a solemn and sombre glory to the
heautiful summer tints around when a strange and un-
wonted sound of wmlmw lamentation was heard disturb-
ing the quiet of that sequestered spot. ‘By-and-by a slow
procession was seen. winding by the margin of the stream,
making towards the sepulcher. It was the body of the
old prophet, which was heing borne with all the.pomp
and pageantry of an ancient| Jewish funeral occasion
The bier was, carried on the shouldeis of some aged men
who were attired in white robes." They were citizens of

Kedesh, the city where Gidéon had passed so many of the

yeaxrs of his long and useful life. Numercus mourners
were in the train, cathered from the remotest eorners of
the province to pay a last tribute to the departed, Otl-
ers there were who were residents of the valley and slopes
of Lebanon to-whom the old man was well-known for his
unweavied kindness and his sympathy shown to the house

ot Asher. Among them were the Wood-Lutte's who, o

year and a half before, had stood before. the gates of Ked-

. esh, and in the Juddment hall at the trial. of‘ the unfortu-.

nate man-slayex Elam was there, too, and leaning on
" his arm the tettering form of bis mother, her sughtlevs
eyes filled with tears. And yet another was there. Sta-

tioned on a rock3 ledore just at the mouth of the cave’

i

This was the ,
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was the venerable mother of Hiram of Tyre, old Deborah
of Geshur. She was clad in a large woolen clogk, and in
her hands she held her pilgrim’s staff. Her form, once
erect and finely moulded, was now bent with age, and as
she stooped over the entrance. she seemed hkely indeed to

~be the next for whom the daughters of Israel should take . *

up the lamentation.

. Until now the cries of the hired mourners had been
heard loud in their Walhngq but as the body approached
the sepulehre their voices suddenly ceased, and the pro- -
cession halted. Then in tones of wild and . thrilling elo-
“quence arose the voice of old Deborah: “Men of Jadah,”
she said, “daughters of Israel—a mighty cedar of Lebanon
has fallen! The forestis this day trembling for the blank!
Many are those his. branchea have sheiteted many weak
ones have encamped under them, and the lowering tem-
pest touched them not! But he himself had to bow o
the storm; yea, the mighty storm has laid him low, and
the daughters of Zion and the widows of Naphtali seck
in vain for the majesty of his shadew! Deborah of Geshur.
is left alone. The saplings are growing around her, but
the twin-cedar of her tribe has fallen, and the aged mother
in Tsrael is left alone to bend before the blast of death,
Enter—enter this dark tomb. Enter yo, that bear this
mighty one! Deborah of Geshur will soon follow. But
the tree bas not fallen for naught. The Temple which
the Lord our God is building—the house not made with
hands—needs it! Put yehers the worthless bark into the
tomb; close it up with the great store; put ye bars and
bolts of iron upon'it; but the cedar itself is for the house
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of God' The God of Ic,lael desired a ]n]la,r for his Iumm
and therefore is Gideon of Zaphar no more, le Lunonta.-
tion of Deborah ‘of Geshur is ended!”

As the voice of the prophetess ceasél. the supporters ni
the hier rent their sack-cluth garments, and taking up the
. bier again, preceded by yonths hearing lighted torchex,
" they ent.ered the darksome cell. 'll:ev dell()‘-ﬂted their
burden in a rade niche hollowed ont of she rock, and then
having tolled the stone to the door, and thas seoured the
mouth of the cave, the mourners quietly dispersed.

‘Slowly the months passed on, and again the peaks of
Lebanon were whitened with. snow, Weary were the
days and nights to the anwilling sojourner in Kedesh, and
thrice weary to them who so sadly missed his presence
in the cottage homeat Abdol. Spring came ayain with
its bright sunshine, its verdure, its bursting buds aufl open-
ing flowers, and its choruses of bird vmcea in forest and
grove, stili the work in forest and quarry and on Moung
Moriah went en, and t,he Temple was well-nigh finished.
But to Asher and his family these changes muught no
lightness of heart, Within the walls of his chamber he
pmed for the ringing laugh of Wis children welcoming hin
howme from his dally toit, for the music of the ook in his

. garden, for the shade of the spreading cedar and willow
with the yustic seat beneath them, and with a ‘yet more
tender longing for the compa,monslup of her who had so
. long looked well to the ways of his household, his faishful

Blthmh In his dreamss he was with them; he found him- -

self stlll an exile in a lone chamber,  And yet he was not
alone: the God of his father Jacoh was with hin, and he
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remembered the dream of that patriarch when stretehed
on a ruder coyeh than  his, and resting ov g harder pil
tow, He remembered thf\ Jadder with its ascending and
descending angels, and often did hie pray that the earth-
ward end mignt rest on his distant dwelling, and that un-
seen’ oelesbml visitabts might traverse its ronnds, cheering
the hearts of the disconsolate with their errands of fove,
The spring had alwmost inelted into the fervent heats of
su'm‘mer, as Asl‘ler lay one night tossing on his restless
couch and neditating on his Lebanon howme  He was gaz-
ing throurrh the opened. lattice on a crescent woon. when
an unwonted cmmr'mt,lon was heard in the street, and the
warmur of many voices beeame more and more audible to
his ears.” Forsome time lie listened in vain to ‘discel‘ii the

. cause of the excitement, but at last the explanation was

given——to him a momentons one indeed—-tH Hian Prigst
Was 1?}::.&])? Two days before, even as the smoke from the
morning incense went up from the altar where he rinis-
tered, the angel of the Lord Lail called hini from the otter
courts of his hotse below to the ‘inner éhamber of the
Tervple on high, o |
Soon- a solemn procession of Levites appeared, passing
wournfully aleng the streets attived in gayments of sac]:
cloth, and bare-foot. Every now and then they i‘:al.l:smf
and engaged in solemn prayer, and accomypanyiny the an-
nouncement of the decease with the proclamation that all
the man-slayers in the ur,y now, by ‘the laws of Moses,
were free to return to their own homes, o
The beart of Asher gave one great bound at the t thonght
that now he could with safety roturmn to the loved ones at




oy ‘ SIGNET OF HIRAM;

home! He fhrow himself upon his knees and gave thanks,
and prayed, with the multitude, that God would bless the

house of Aaron. One day suffiesd for his preparations

for reburn,
mark every part of the road which under the saddest eir-

cumstances, he had once before traveled! The little bridge
where he paused; the recks which were now eovered with
sverdure; the lambs on the helﬂrhts above sporting by the
side of the shepherd; the veice uf the turtle squndmg(loud
above the chorus of the singing birds whiclr arose from the
copse. - The journey whtch when a breathless fugitive, he
performed in a few hiours, now required more time. His
strength was impaired by confinement,*and fatigue com-
pelled him to wmake frequent pauses. On attaining the
extremity of the valley of Abdol he resolved to Test untzl
the heat of the day was past. Reclining under a spreading
tree, upona Olansyw‘oanl\ his pilgrim sta.‘ff beside him, he fell
into a gentle slumbet, and was dreaming of home and loved
vnes, when he was awakened by a gentlc pressure upon
© his forchead. A figure bent over him—he opened his
.eyes, and oné glapce sufficed for recognition; His daugh-

ter Rachel 1a1nbd 1;1sse‘s upon his brow and lips, and bro- .

ken words were stammered forth, “my father! wy father!”
* Leaning on his.danghter’s
ney was® lightened, a,nd soon he stood once more on his
own threshold. We will not describe the meeting with
his’ household—such scemes are to solemn for our pen.
Sufficoit to say that old Deborak was also there to greet
him, and that with true Tsvaclitish fervot, after, the fivst
wush of feeluw was past they all knelt down in thanks-

N

With what-strange and painful interest did be

arm, the remainder of his jour-

%

. now drawing to a close.
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giving, and the butthﬂn of the anthems to whmh their

voices were altuned was:

&0, give thanks unto the Lord;
Far he is good; for his merey endureth forever !

CHAPYTER "X

To the family of Asher, now happily re-united, time
sped rapidly away. He was reinstatéd in his place ax
overseer of the workmen in Lebanon, whose labors were
| It was the sixth year since the
work of erecting the Temple began, and one more season,

. 16 was t.llotwht would complete the saered edifice, To

this time Asher looked with pleasing anticipations, for
the favorable notice of his soversien had been bestowed
‘on him, and after the dedication he expected to receive

the secrets of a Master workman from Hitam of Tyre, by
which his position in the craft would be materially en-
hanced. * He had served with freedon, fervency, and zeal;
to him it was a labor of love to toil in crecting the Heusc,
of the Lord, but yet he yearned for the mysterious knowl-

edge of the Dyonisians of whom Hiramn was chief All

those who should hold ocut faithful to the end of seven
years had been promised this added knowledge, and all
were ‘eager 0 recetve it.  And while Asher thus lovingly.
labored a,nd patiently waited for the completion of the
Temple, how was it with Jahaz? By his turbulent con-

-
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duct, as we have seen, he had lost his place auiong the
erafs; his scheme of revenge upon Asher had failed, he
was an infidel to the Jewish faith, and the hand of every
man seemed against him,  Again e wended ‘his way
from Abdoi to Jerusalem. The guict puarsuit of a beids-

man did not suib him—-he must meet agzain the turbnlent ©

spirits that he had assoelated with at the feast of the Pass-
over, and who were as vipe for deeds of violence, and as
eager for lawless pleasure as himself.  As'he passes witi-

in the city gates we lose sisht of him—hetter bad it been” .
for him could he but have lost himseif as easily and ef-.

fectually as he now passes from our sight.

Slowly and quietly the smnmer time passed away, and
winter following, gave place to spring. " The heart of the
_nation beat with joy, for there remained but little labor to
be done ere the Tomple would be. ready for the great day
the day of dedication. "But who can tell what a day may

bumr forth? . We 2o to om couches at Illﬂ‘ht n the “confi-

dent (,xm,ct.atmn tha,t “to-morrow will be as this day, and
mitch more abundant,” but to our'eyes that morrow may
never dawn. What a sad lesson of the mutability of life
was that our ancient brethren learned, on one bright spring
day of this seventh year of the Temple! Yesterday they
were in perfect order, to-day they are gathered in: groups

about the work, tumultuously” discussing scme subject of

absorbing interest. The time draws nigh for the daily in-

spectmn of the work by the King, but none note the ap-'

proach. of the august monarch untll with his body-guard
‘he appears in their mﬂst Amazement and anger are man-
ifest in his countenance. Calling to him the chief overseer
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he demands in a voice of kingly authority:
“What is the cause of this confusion? Why are not the

" Craftsmen, at work?”-

Bowing his head upon his breast, and obsequmusly
kneeling, the overseer said: - . .
“0, King live forever! Thy servants are idle because
they have no work-—there are no turther designs laid- down

_ for them to work out.”

“No work—no designs!” exclaimed the Kmo' “where

_ then is your Master Hiram of Tyre?”

“He is not about thé Temple, and thy servant has not
seen him since yesterday. I fear heis ill at Betha.ny.

At once the King dispatched a message to Hiram’s
home. In due time he returned with intelligence that the
Builder was not there, nor had they. seen him since he left
them at an early hour the day before. They supposed he
had been .detained ‘on the King’s business, and “were now

* filled with alarm. Instantly the King ordered strict

search to be made in and about the Temple, but he could
not be found, nor any trace of his whereabouts ascertained.
Now thoroughly alive to the state of affairs, the King'ox-
dered edch overseer to personally inspect his band ef work-
men. . This done, it became painfully evident that Hiram
of Tyre had been slain, for several suspicious characters
were missing, and could not be found, while from others
it appeared that a conspiracy had been entered into to ex-
tort the seeret word of 2 Master from him or take his life,

The fell spirit of> Jahaz had infused itself into a few of
the most abandoned of the workmen, and they had way-
laid the Master with the design of forcing from him the
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secrets which their bad. conduct rendered them unfit to
bold.  Firm in his integrity, he had resisted their attempt,

and in their anger they slew him and.fled!” We neced not -

enter inte farther deseription of ;this great catastrophe—
suffice it to know that our ancient-operative Grand Mas-
ter was basely-slain, and for a time.the work on the Tem-
ple cedsel. The murderers were finally captured,and con-
fessing their erithe, they were executed in the most igno-
‘minous manner possible. Then, with great pomp and au-
gust ceremonies, the body of owr ancient Grand Master
Hirain - wag disinteried, and borne from the lonely .spot :
where they had bidden it to the city;, where it received
sepulture at- the hands of the highest and noblest of the
land. .And’then the work was - -resumed under the direc- J

tion of other skillfal hands and pu%.hed forward to -com-
pletion. -

¥

Reader, our tale is now told. It only wemains for us
_ to say. that- Asher received merited preferment, and leav-
an' hLis cottage-home:on the slope of Lebanon, enteved in-
the household setvice of King Solomon. In due time the
solemn marriage rite made Elam and the daughter of Jobal
of one flesh, and so, in peace and happiness we léave them
to journey together down the declivity of life,

.




