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THE BLACK CRUISER.
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THE pmma'.’s rms'r cmnsm

On the Wide ocenn, once the scene of g0 many daring explmts “out
fow openly jprofessed robbers are to be found. Now and then, to be sure,’
a good respectable out-throat is to be found, who carries a black flag.at
each mast-head, makes all the men he captures, walk the plank, like 1he
grand Seignior marries all the women, .and lives 4 jolly, roistexing life
1ill he blows himgelf into the air, o- goes to the bottom with his colors L
~ nailed to the mast like a brave man. -

For my part, when such a gentleman is found, I think he ought to be

 cherished the more for the rarity of his character—hung, of course, if he
is caught, but respected as long as he manages to, roam at liberty.

For & reason not very dissimilar, I hold in the greatest esteem a gery
tain Senor Don Jose Montes Pepe, a hidalgo of ihe hlghest "honor - and'

. mteguty, ‘who flourished not many. years ago, and. extended "his reputa-,‘
tion 1o aif parts of the world.

Whether Don Pepe owed his existence to honest and respectable par-,
ents, may be strongly doubted ; of his hlrt'n and . educa.twn, therefore,
the less said perhaps the better—his enemies even asserted that he had
no right to the Don before his, name-—-hut thos much" he could aﬂiim.“
that less honest gentlemen than himself had assumed it before him, Pepe
first saw the light|of this sublunary world not fax from . that spot. famed
‘in hlstony, the nov} decayed town of Palos, whence the great dlscovarer
-of the western hemisphere sot out on that important expedition Whlch.
-served £o extend the eyes of mankind wider than they had aver opened .

.- before..

1 do not know that in consequence of thns lou,aihty Pepe troubled his.
‘head much about - Columbis, or ever read hisvoyages, but at o very
early age he éxhibited a very strong p1edehctxon for a gea-life, . ..

- Finding that his fiiends, who, foa _certain reasons, mtended hlm for‘

. the chun,h dld ‘not coincide in hig views, he bolted, carrying away, to
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. supply his present wants, as much of their money as he couid lay his

hands upon, and, info the bargain, some silver and gilt utensils used in
the sacred mysteries, and which were. under the charge of a certain holy
friar in a neighboring convent. Scandal says that to one or the holy
fathers he bore a strong resemblance ; but of that nothing certain can
be learned, . ' :
" Knowing that were he caught consequences far from pleasant wonld
ensue, besides the loss of his wealth, Pepe made - the best of nis way on
board a ship sailing for South America. As he could pay for his pas-
sage, no questions were asked, and he was treated like a gentleman,
havigg the uir and manners of one to perfection, being a very good-look-
ing fellow into the bargain, with a tall, manly figure, and an intelli-
geut countenance, . . ' - S .
In fact, lie had" always'been a great favorite among the ladies, who
being, as is acknowledged since*the days of our fair mother, Donna Hve,
at the bottorn of all mischief, had persiaaded him that it would be a
great, pity so nice a young man should have his crown shaved, and
sleep for the rest of his days in'a cold cell'within the walls of a convent,
So, as T have said, he went to sea. . )
. Knowing, however, that'he might havé some difficulty in replenishing
‘his pockets, he was not idle during his voyage, but by being always wide

-+ awake, he soon‘madé himself acquainted “with -all the details of sea-

manship, o that by the/time'the ship reached Monté Video he was no
contemptible sentiiam, - i o o Lo

. ‘He liked the style'of life so much, that hié determined fo go to sea at
once 5 'but the seductions.of the sex in the New ‘World, as it: had -done

in the old; ajzair proved his bane, showing-algo'that the change of eli-

| g

mate had not altered their natures. - .
'He went 10’ their tertullias, he sang- and danesd, he ‘made love, and
would have 'maried, had not the ladies already béen provided with hus-

bands ; he laughed and-he smoked, he deank and he gamed, regardless -

of the fiiture, till one night on his retiim home; happening to'look ‘into:
hig'chest, he found it ‘einpty, or rather full of old clothes; he searched
his pockets~—not & dollar ¢ould he find in them, R ‘

He: then sat down like a philosopher, and after meditating 4 little on
affairy i general, and hi§ bwni' L ‘particular, he came to the conclusion

that he was not worth &' maravedi,”© - ‘

~Other young gentlenen might have been' disconcerted at this discov- -
“ery, but Pepe-instead went'io béd,‘qqd "determingd--to'-.t‘hink ihe matier :

over on the morrow. " - - : \

“Hé'had o relations or'iich monks " to’'rob; or there would ‘have - been
nb difficulty about the affair, he thought."-He kiad ‘also not a fow debts;
for his credit 'was oxtensive, ‘and he patronized all the best tradesmen in
the'plage, ™ F b it o T e

It dtruck him, however, as he was dressing in the morning, after a re-
freshing night's ‘rest; thiat soon he 'regiivéd change of ait- for his health,

80 he ordered ‘a'new kit as'soon as-he ‘went, paidi—not his bills~but a

roupnd of visits in the‘evening to his-fdir friends;’and at' night went ‘on
boarda fast schoonet, the captain of which was in asequuintance of his.

PR

-was not the richer for his toil. -

ored.

* THESCOURGE OF THE SEAS.

During hig second cruige; he contrived to imprbﬁ'e 'stil_l:"f"u‘rﬁie;‘l“'higi.“liﬁu{“
tical education, though, as he spent his money a5 fast as hegot it, he .

Thus, for, three or four, years, he remained congtantly at ‘den, indergo-

h

* ing all its vicissitudes anid ‘increasing in knowledg, till 'af 148t he ship-

ped on board a schioorter, hound for'the coast of Afiiea, to take in ' eargo
of slaves; which wete then to be sold in' one'of the West lidia markets.
The speculation was succesaful, for Blacks were up when they arriv-

' ed, and only @ third had died ; thas Pepe again found himself supp}.hed

with funds to carry on the war.

So pleasantly passed -his lifo on shore, that he was it o hurry again’
to go to'sea’; and when the slaver sailed, he was nowhere 10 be discov-
.- Pepe must'at this time have been a bad ‘caleulato, for his money ‘was

_soon gone;-and his credit did not last much Iongér,  Hig resourees were,

however, in one respect inexhanstible-~he always eontrived to keep up
appearances, the- true way fo’greatness., * He _.}md,'by; his good " locks or
his soft ‘tongue, won the affections of the w%lfé; of ‘& wealthy planter.
The husband, to get 1id of ‘Senhor Pepe, offeréd "hin a'berth-on board a -
richly-freighted merchantman, bound for Cadiz, fn' Old 8pain.* 7"

- Pepe accepted tho offer, and sailed ; but he had' hik reasons for wish-
ing ‘not to go home ; ke preforted: seeing more of the world first ; so he -
persuaded the crew totake a craise' with himy down the"Soqth Ameri-
can coast; where he gold his cargo to the Portuguese, ‘and ended by sel-
‘ling the ship. A

. He then gave their share of the profits to his men, bought a:fasi

- schooner, fitted. her out with guns, and’ as he was in no way partictilar. -
~ as to morality of character, he had- no diffioulty m[sh:;:pm’g acrew,

* Behold Don Pepe atlength launched as-captain of his own'ship. . He -

| had-found slaving-it profitable before, that he détermined to'try & speci-

lation on his own aceount ; .and as he had plenty of dollars to purehase

half-a-dozen: cargoes, he' forthwith-sailed  for the’Afiican coast, *~r¢

- Surely he must have been born ‘under 'a-fortunate star, 'for aghi "f‘ﬁ:‘iu-
oess blessed his labours, and he cleated an enormous’ profit’, "but when'
‘are mortals -content? “Pepe imimediatély sﬁileﬁ'§'b“;i?@°f_.her Yoyage; 2
-niew passion had-entered his soul; and - the sex had gone to leewardihe -
‘was beginning to grow dvaticious, © . ovn D ek i
In.the-mean‘time, England had- discovered -that she’and the rest of

.. the world had for many ‘centiries been activelyiéngaged in’ & Very prefa-

rious traffic :- and: that, if she did not put. & stop to the slave trade, a.
number of most unpleasatitioccurrences would ‘gssuredly come to phss.
-8he: hail' ‘dlso persuaded some of her allied’and -friends, by;di;;‘t of -
strong argument, 1o join her in her philanthropic project, promisisig “to
take-all'the trouble-upon her own’shoulders; whick'lier said disintetksted
friends niot only fully inténded ‘that she-should! do; but' also slily purpos-
-ed ‘to incréase the dond as.inuch ‘as they could, ¢alouluting’ that with the
kind aid of the clinate hei-officers would -have nd sinecure-appointiment
of it, and would soon induce her to abandon the enterprise. =
But to return to Pepe's adventures. | One'ifing’ morning, as the El
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+ Carpen, the name of his new schooner, was off -the mouth of the. Nunn
river, out of which she had come during the night, with about twe
hundred slaves on board, he observed -a strange sail five or six miles
away to the porthward. L G

"The haze was too thick to make out cleaily, but Pepe had a strong

_sugpicion, that her appedrance boded . him no good : in fact, he could not
*divesi his mind of the idea that she wasa British cruiser, The breeze
‘whith had come off the Jand, at night had completely fallen, the sea
.was smodth and shining, and the long, low line of mangroves on the

pestilential shore looked dark and dreary.

he every now and then turned towsrds the strange sail : for though she,
like EI Carmen, was then becalmed, she might first get the breeze and
bring it down with her. If she were also a. man-of-war, she would

haul him with them. . -

‘have boats, he recollected, and might very probably think fit to over-

- Now, ulthough his vessel carried six long guns, and. he and his crew
were perfecily ready to fight if required, as he did not.care one jot for-
the honour and glory {o be gained thereby, he saw no manner of ‘use in
tisking h's own life, ox the lives of his people, if it could. possibly be .
avoided,  He therefore got out his sweeps, and with: his boats towing
ahead Iulled away to' the gouthward. . o s

fast craft

Th | i

‘ El Carmen was a fa , and soon made good head-way, but
her proceedings were observed by the stranger fo the norward.. Captain
"Pepl:;:a had mounted into the main rigging, and kept his-eye intently fixed
comber.- . . . T : e
* For some time he was unablé to make out anything to alarm him;
but at, last, a8 his telescope ‘ranged .over the intermediate space of
water, he discerned three little, black spots floating on its surface, no
: ,biggé,at, appareatly than 80 .many black beetles swimming in a horse-
pond. . : :
prohably full of armed men, who would prove ugly customers  if
they onge managed to get'on board his vessel, he descended on ‘deck and
~ ordered the boarding nettings to be triced up, the guns to be loaded with
grape and,canister, and:to be run out, and the arm-chest to be thrown
‘open, and pikes placed ready to repel the enemy, P
. - The schoonex, was goon in. fighting order, and the crew, having done

" everything. necessary, like brave men, prepared for the worst, .

Although the enémy's light boats,pulled, three times as fast ﬁ.a‘tney '
did, still they continued ;at their oars to prolong the time before they

‘them clear, -

conld be attacked, in the hopes that a breeze might,tgpr,ing up and carry

_his hand to the hawser which worked the sweeps. o
. "Izlyth‘"s: he was ably seconded by his mate, & creole, Diogo Nunez by
.name, a sharp active little fellow, the life and soul of the ship’s com-
pany.. T YT B P

.+ ‘He appeared a renlization of perpetual motion ; hoe was here, there,

Pepe walked the deck of his vessel with a g]ﬁss‘ﬁﬁ&er his arm, which.

~water ahead of us.”,

Having Eaﬁaﬁedf.‘ﬁimé‘e}lﬂ however, that I-t'h,ey were ship’s boats, and -

... Jose did his,utmost to encourage, them. in their Iaboure, evei to puttmg ‘
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* and everywhere at the eamie moment, ghouting, jumping, and laughing :

now giving one fellow a pull by the ears, now, another. 8 Ak‘iiblg‘fq“.n‘-}:tme
bréech, in the. most amiable way-possible, just to.expedite their. motions;
he. was the idol of the men, and as brave .and fough as hgwasﬂxﬂ of
fun and wickednass; for; to speak the truth, he was 4 sad scamp into the
baar "ﬂin. o i ta ,(-,«‘_";‘.‘ Lo ‘- feet ‘:;:I s ‘,;-.—< on ‘:" “1.,,.‘1‘:“_;‘

“ngell, Diogo, how far off are the boats from us now, should, you
say 7" asked Captain Pepe.of his mate.. .. - .5 - 50 0 o gt

“ A pood:lengue and @ half; Senhor Captain,”, aqswgreq.;hq,mgte,
coming down from the mair rigging. . % As we are slipping at the rate -
of three knots an.hour through the water, it will take.half an hony be-
fore they can be up with us. Inthat time, by th blessing of the.sants,
a breeze may spring up;.and then,:good, by their;lordships. I-should

* like to give some of them:to the sharks before we part company.” ..

- % Ay, if the whole créw of the. yonder craft; and. every one of|their
Rated nation, went to the, inferno, it wouldn’t matter,” mqttérgd.'thg;pap-
tain between his closed teeth, * What business have they to_inteifore
inour lawiful traffie 97 © .. o oor e G
~ « None, I should think, the vile heretics! Courage, my men” shont-
ed the mate. “ Pull away with a will; I seen breeze playing onthe

This ldst. remark was not true, but it served Diogo’s purpose, and
that wag: all.he cared about.. The crew redoubled their efforts, _an(i for

- -some tinde longer kept oit-of range of -the boat's guns. . The boats came

on “steadily abreast of .each.othey, and none but . British seamen . would

_have .pulled as did theixr;bold -crews under a ,_,hp]lming.gun,bpt,;.thg' proge
‘pect of a-skirmish nerved their arms. Pepe was watching them through |

his. glass;  “Carrantba,.we shall hiave some totigh work with those fel-.

lows hie observed to hisimate. . “Get in the sweeps., We must let the

men rest. u little, to-be. prepared for: them ; but stay, Jook to the west-

© award,~-what's that? . .~

' : . Lo g et
4 The saints be praised, breeze on' the water,”. cxied Diogo clapping

> his havds, ...

“We'll leep tho ‘sweaps going. then, . Pull gway, my lads, tho holy
Virgin favours us " . - e e
. As he spoke hecpointed seaward, where ating.of darker colour conld
be seen gradually expanding and .advancing towards them. The sails

. of _the schooner, -however, still hung. sluggishly against the mast, but |

the yards were at once hraced sharp up .ju;;ms_efﬁ-ft‘he‘hreézp.ﬁ S
"It did " not come as goon. as expected, and the copsequence way that .

-the boats :got rather closer than, was pleasent,. was ;proved by a.shot

from’ a gun in the 'bow of the largest, which. came flying over fheir

- heads through he fore-tap=ail, . .:

SR et e Py Ta
. % Shall we pgive them one in return ¥’ asked;Dioge, . “It may. sifence
their tongues.t” o dv e deo LRk 2o o o
- % XKo, noywe'll reserve; our.compliments 41 u,t;ﬁ;gy.gei;‘w ver,

ed ithe . captain; ¢ Perhaps, efter. all, we: ;.imaii{yot%hgage top
and there's no nge throwing powder «ar}df-shpt,,mfa,y,f;’ IR R T
1 epe was in.an economical mood, like Joe Hume,; Every instang the
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‘bodts Wwere “drasoing' rdnror-in another mintte the lnrgest ﬁred agam,
"dnd the shot ‘padsed' throtigh-the muin-sdili it o 0.
«"Pépe’ dist hik ey dnxiously towsrds thie point’ whence he expected té
tee the bréeze come. Tt sepmied to b in‘a coy mood,’ just’ touching the
fade* ‘of ‘the water tind ‘Aying o again; asharned. of® what'it. had been
a.bdut---a thzrd shofg; etruk\ck the top sell a.nd knoo.ked one of the crew aver-
! j ; éw, h excitumad Dmgu
Pepe tiodded hié‘head aft to give it:them: :
-Just then-the!ssils weire eeen slowly 10 buige: outward, the: ‘schooner

senezbly increased - Hiér s erl throuph-the' water, the sweeps:were plied . -

with redoubled vigoht, 'sc’ wére  thie:oars, ifithat were possible; of the
thd Brmsh erew,' “Each' mbment the: ’Winﬂ strengthened, and every sail
drew wéll:s Bhe wils; However . oliliged to keep close hanled 1o retain
her ' distanite from thid-land. " The strebpe were; therefore; still continted

at: Worky for; not'wﬁfhstnndmg' éll thé effit- ts oi the! Spam?,rds: the hoats '

gained on them SRR
“8hall 1 fire now m asked Dwgo who had been lookmg an\nously
alony ths sght of & g yon out: of ioné-of the after ports. : 3
- 40N, liold? answersd Pepe.p ‘Tt -will do 10 good: as yet, for yon will
ha.rdly hit them at this dxstance, and it will only nhake them n a sull
greu.ter hdrry 45 eome- up withiug o
4 Kb youlike, Sésthiox; Gaptamf” mphed Dmgo,:shruo‘gmg hxe should~
* “Then I'must’ g geat thiati we just-throw them 4 little bait to stop
-them for'a’ minvtd orsd. ¢ It -will-be the Joss of-a few dnllers 3 but that
‘wﬂl be 'befter han’ nsk’mg ‘the ‘whls‘oarge” ! 5 it
“Yoir are' right; Ditigo? said Captain Pepe; v+ I- should ot wish o
kill them, it out*safety demandsit. - Here; Antonio, get up: three or
four ofthe riost sickly of the slaves, and biing: them ‘aft irnmediately.”
*The eayitain's orders’ Weré yuickly obeyed, arid four: eniciated wretch-
~es stood trembling before him. The weakest was:first selected. and
brought aft+ The Poor wretili evidently ‘thovght that hix life was to be
mstan;lgy gacrificed, but so stupified was he, that he did not even make

& striggle - for existence, looking 'on with:: -8 stare of - amazement at the

,proeeedmgs of his masters.

" They; following’ Diogo's directions; made fast severu.l lerge pieces of
'cork under his' arms and’ afound- his-neck; sufficient to buoy him: aup, and
then, careless of ‘his ml;ilermg 1doks for meray, lowered: him by a:rope
into the sea; ohd iendwais et slip, atid the poor' wretch. was. left floating

by ‘himself in the “broad- ses; with ‘numnbers, :doubtless,’of the ravenous

tnbnstera 'of the' deep swimting-at no-great distance round him..
‘Had: he ‘been allotved 1o tethiniliia knife; he:might, perhaps, have

heen able to defend 'himsolf from them, but buoyed up’as he ‘was, he

‘had ‘niot ‘the means of ‘eriediintering them: i »&s he:dropped astetn of the
schooner, he cast a reproaehﬁxll look with his large full eyes,.at the
Spamards, ‘whith seermed 6 #ayic: *Was-it for.this,-crnel.men, that you
tore:me ‘from ‘my sWweet:and:shudy groves; to become' the. sport of -your
ma.llce'! May the fate to- whieh ‘yoir have abandoned me goon be. yours!”

Semethmg, in faet 10" thu -effect: he' dpoke;but his words did not
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- -reach the slaver's ears. They wers’ busy: in mekmg ready: another un-

fortunate .wretch to: thtow overboard, while. they: watched eagerly to soe
" whether.the boats would dtop. to plck up the first; ¥
. The breeze was évery instant freshening, but the sen still rememeti 80’
smooth, that the boats continued to.make good' way ;- Capta.m Pepe Kept
his glance roaming from them: fo'his canvass, and mary ‘& look-"did e
cast over the.side to'see’ how. fast- the Ei Carmeii was slipping : through
the water, that-he might give the erder to: get: i thé sweeps as-sodn as
possible, to-rest- the-peoplér for: fmt‘ner exertions; ehould :they: become; ne-

cegsary, while fiow: and: thén: hls eye fell upon t}w black head ﬁoeting o

between him and. the enemy, -
“ It is to be hoped no sharks wﬂl scent the bnu; or our’ uhjeet wﬂl{

- lost? observed Diogo, with admirable scmg frouﬁ) i 1t Would be a pity

o e::pend any of theé cargo’ uselessly
. None of the:monsteys, iswéver;: appeared and. the *Spamards had

- qidickly the satisfaction of seeing thelr manceuvre giiceeed, for tio: gootier

did: the Enfrhshmen ‘obgeive:-the .negro-in: the &ther, than: one of the

* smaller boats pulled towards him, and was. of “couise delayed: some time .
in-getting him qn bua.rd his a.ddltmna.l WBJght a.leti ﬁprvmg to deereaee ‘
‘ theu' speed. - -

~Aj soont 4§ ‘their huniaue conduct Was percenéed’ another black was
‘lowered, like the first, into the water, but he, seeing. that his compa.nion
was safe, did not appear very much nlan‘ned 4t ywhatfms gomg to ‘hap-
pento Him. ™ 7 i SRR Ty NELRN

- No sooner, however; d:d the pursuers pereewe’ that. thle trwk was'to |
bo- repeated, than the barge recommenced firing ds fist ag: ‘the gundonld.

. be loaded, in the’ ‘hopes’ ‘of, ceenteraetmg 1ts cﬁaets, by knackmg aWay

some of the schooner’s sp:irs

. “The fools are” in’-a- merciful’ humour,” éxcle&med ‘the’ httle vnllam
Diogo, Fubbing his hands’ \‘vxth glee, * g6 much: the bétter, we mist ‘ex.
pend a few more négroes ;| but' that ‘miatters little, for they- are no great.
loss ;- they cost,little; and: would probably have dled befote they reached
the ehd of the voyage.” °

Four negroes had thus been thrown' overboard and sueeeaslvely plbk-
ed up by the humane Enghsh ‘A Afifth was’ no ; ‘prépared. * He was a
stout, stiong 'youth, full * of animal i life, it seemed; but he perhape had
sonae, disease, which mmade him of less’ value o 3 i :

- He striggled with ail his niight when'he: fmmd‘ Hat wato-be ' done
with ‘him, for he had ‘not'seen his fellows p:cked upyand fully ‘believed
that he was io be saerlﬁced perhaps to prqp:tnite he wa.ter-denionn of
the Whites. i

At last they sucdeeded in- making ‘the ﬂoa,ts fadi to-him, and in foremg
hin to' the stern. of the véssél. Seant’ eeremoriy witg used With ‘iin,
and 48 a punlshment ‘for Hiis resistanée’ he was hove' ‘dvérbioard. ' Forian -
instant, carried down by the force of his fall, he. shiik beneath the wfater,
but soon rising again, he ‘struck out towards' the Approaching boats

His efforts were of no dvail. At -that' iflstant’a’ dark ‘bady:was: eeen

" to glide away from _the ﬂide of the vesael more* 1[1-omened from ita’si-

lent movement. R Co Cy
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A lond shriek was heard, the hapless wretch threw up kis arms, as if
grosping .at air, and was dragged down by his ruthless destroyer into
the fathomless deep ; & erimson tint marking the spot where he had
dxsappeared “Even ‘the rongh: slavers shuddered at the catnstrophe
they had contributed to ring about.. -

*We must have no more of tlus.’f gaid: Captam Pepe, who was a
humane man in his ‘way, and averse at all times to shedding of bloods
.1 No" " observed - Diogo, shrugging his shoulders, * there will be no
use in it, if the sharks' are to pull them:down instead of Iettmw the
boats pmk them up: * Ship- the hatches again, or if the spars are hit,
sorne of the eplinters may be falhng below and i m_] uring our cargo, Here
comes another shot,”

« The iron missile came hurthmr eloug, and atnkmg the helmsmen, laid
him & corpse on the deck, then, kllhng another man, after kaocking the

binnacle to pieces, gtruck’ the mainmast, whence it glanced off through
-ond of -the lee ports, info. the sea, Diogo. flew to the helm, while the
second mate, a blat:k gavage- lookmg fellow pointed one of the stern
guns at the boats, .

 Yes, .you may ﬁl‘e, and “take care. to hit one of the wllams, cried
Don Pepe, his anger being aroused at the Toss of his people, ..

The mate fived, but as the smoke blew a.suie, the boats were seen ap

proaching as befors.:
¢ {1 must now try my hand,” said the captain,
He fired, and it wag evident from the confusion in one of the boats

that somebody had been hit, if the hoat herself had escaped. On they .

still came, but it was,very clear that they gained nothing on the schooner,
.Notwithstanding this they persevered in the hepe of the breeze again

fa1lmg, or of some other circumstances favouring them.

. 'Pape looked aloft with a satisfied air, every brace was taut, every sail

drew well, and gs he glanced to windward he observed the bl‘ll"ht spark-

- ling foam: leaping upward-from the fast inereasing breeze. L

““We shall do.now, and Iaugh at the rascals,” he exelaimed, ¢ in 'with
the sweeps, we no longer Want them. Bravo! the saints ate in good
humour with us. - Ten candles to the shrine.of our lady of the rock.”

‘ “And ten. thousand curses.on the villains who have killed three of
our best men,” added Diogo, frownmg at.the boats, in which expression
he was cordially joined by the second mate.

‘Don Pepe, mindful of his gentility, jumped up on the taffiail, and

: mukmg g polite how with his hat, wished the enemy good-by. A few
more shots were seat afier him, but’ they soon fell altogether short of the
schooner, and El Carmen bounded gaily on her way.

[The wind had come round a little more to the northward, so that she

" wps now able to stand off shore ; at the same time Don Pepe well

kriew that the British crmser was not likely to give up the chase aslong .

as she conld keep him in sight, and the same breeze which was now
ﬁlimur hls sails was also eemlmg her along through the water.

Every means, therefore, were used toincrease the speed of the schoon-
er, and as she ‘was a very fast eraft, there appeared a good chance of her
Uettmg away from her pursuer—-—bnt alas! in this world, nothing is cer-
"1ain,

. -,

+
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- Just as Senhor Diogo “was in. the midst. of a Jovw.l sorig, into. whlch '
hls spirits broke forth as the énemy’s boats sank beneath the horizon, the
look-out of, the. mast—head hailed, the deck;.to anneuuce a sall on the,
weathér bow. ‘

“ Diablo exclatme& Dmgo, stoppmrr short in hxs song “Whet dneq ‘
she look like ¥ .

“A square:rigged craft, I :should say, but her royals are only Just.
cnmmg out of the water,” was the. answer. ‘

“ What's that? P asked Don Pepe, coming, ot of hls cabin—za round
‘house placed on the after part of the de{,k-—mto whmh he had gone. to
indulge in a siesta after the : t.hase. . “Another sail,'do you say? whemh
buuts is she 77 ‘

The point was mdmated by the man aloﬁ‘. Don Pqpe, after. mutter—
ing a few carrambas and similar Spanish e‘}acuhtmns slung a spy-glask
over his shoulder, e,nd went aloft to scrutinize the' strange “aail ‘himseif,
He came down again wn;he;xt saying o word, and then sent Dmge up to
form his opinion. ‘

“ Well, what do you make of her he asked as soon ag the male re-

‘ 30111ed hlm on déck.

“ A large brig, senhor ; and, by the squareriess of her’ yards and the
cut of her canvags, 1 should say one of those ﬂccmsed I]nrvhnh crulsere .
which are playing the devil 'with our trade.” = -

“ Not a doubt about i, Diogo; and we shall’ HaVe some d:fﬁculty
in eluding her;” obseivéd Pepe, 28 he paced the deck with hurried stepe,

# He has us f‘anly Jammed in with the ghore, and with the other vei-

' sel to windward of us'; if we go about on the othet task, we' ghall have

to ericounter her, to say nothing of fighting the- boﬂtts, which would -be-
sure to cut us off, though we mlght easﬂy manage them What is 1o

" be done, Diogo??

“ Stand on as we go,” answered the mate, “ The veesel from ,Whtch
we have escaped is an enemy, that’s certam. “This one may,‘after al]‘;
possibly prove a fiiend.” . S ’
* ¢ She does not look like one,” said Pepe TR '

« She is too big, 1 fear, to' bent off with our guns,” nbserved Dmgo.

““What must we do then?” asked the eapiain, . - - '
" % Trust to the saints” réplied Diogo, crossmg himself, -4 They ha.ve‘_
hitherto proved our friends”"

The. schooner, with a spankmg breeze, was now ehppmg through the
water at the rate of nine knots an hour at the least, mnnmnr all the
time parallel with the coast.

That the stranger -did nét intend to- allow them to pass w1thout

~ attempting to overhaul them, the slavers wers soon convinced by the
_course she was steermg The;r only hope; - thereford; of escaping her

unwelcorne supervision was)' by their greiter speed, or from some lucky
shift of the 'wind. Should & Predze blow off ths: shore, 'which was ‘not
very likely to happen; they Would thenbe placed to-windward, and:the
strangér Would have considerable difficulty in’ - working up -to;thiem:
They even langed for one of . those blaclk sgualls, which sometimes come
off the coast of Afuca. W1th temﬁc vwlence, rendei‘mrr the au' dark 23

i
AT




16 ' " THE BLACK CRUISER { OR

.ﬁ?iidﬁighf. bat the eky over the la'nd.'ré'mhined bright and olear as before

1"They wero steeting nearly due sotth,and as the gtranger’s eourses ap-

which would, beforé long, biing her close up to them, . -
| It was pleasant sailing, the ska sparkled, the fish" leaping out from
their ocean homes, the woods on the low shore looked verdant, the. sun
+ shone brightly forth frora as urclouded sky, the bréeze being fresh and
pure over the watery space towards the west, but from the‘smiling land
“oh one side arose pestiferous exhalations, and from the other came on
the avengers of Wiong and tyranny. ‘A ¢léverer man than Captain
Pepe might have been puzzled how to escape from the two.
" #Isghe a friend or a foe, think you?” he asked of his mate, whe was
sorutinizing her through his telescope. ~ - -~~~
, “One of them cursed Englishmen, as I'm“a Christian I ' answered
Diogo. “We ghall know soon. Ah; he’s signalizing us. There, up
goes his ensigit, I 'thought so ; the tyrant flag.of England.” - -
"« Then, by St Jago ! we must fight for it,” exclaimed the captain.
Thereupon he made his crew a very neéat speech, the purport of
which was, that they would bé made mince-meat of, and lose the profit
of their voyage-into the bargain, if they could not '‘contrive to beat the
]i'ngﬁshrh‘ﬁn or get away from him’; that honour-and glory were very
_fine things, but that discretion was a betler, though, for his part, rathex

than lose his ship' and ¢aigo, hé would "blowr the 's}gves, hi‘méelf; and ~

them, up into the air together.

| On ‘this, instead; of giving thre'e‘c‘heers‘, they.all piously crossed them-

gelves, examined fhe primings of their pistols,. felt the edge of their

et

swords, and saw that all the guns were well loaded." . .
- Every stitch of canvas Bl Carmén .could cariy was packed onf her,
and away she flew as fast as the breezo could impel her. It was evi-
dexit, however, that those’ who guided the movements of the English
ship-of-war had determined that she should not escape them, and, as
they had the weather gage, the game was in théir own hands, o

" Nearer and néarer they drew to each other, till at ldst they came al-
most within range of each other’s guns,.. The. hearts of the Spaniards
beat quick as, with firm-set mouths and. stern eyes, thﬁy gazed‘ af their
opponent. - ' . ‘ S

~ CHAPTER IL - -

1. o0 -
. THE BLACK ORUISER'S ENGAGEMENT WITH TRE BRIG.

.. Tax Bntxshshlp wasthe first ﬁ’ﬁrék, but Tier shot fell ‘ﬁhort;' | Beveral

other guns  were,discharged in rapid succession, without doing any

damage; at last.one ptruck gl‘e: Bchﬂ‘lbll'-?i‘; and; piercing her side, fell
among the unhappy beings. copfined below, =~ . CT
o "l‘hg‘ feariul %ﬂg and shrieks which succeeded "almost unnerved the

hard hearts of the slaver's crew, and, when another ball sent one of their

‘peared ahove the horizon, she was seen fo bo kéeping alinost south-sast
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wmber to his last.account, they:could no longer restrain their rage, .bit
tet fly their whole broadside at their opponent. - 1 however did her lit- .
tle. damage, and-ghe. was-gbout 16: return. the. compliment, by raking ..
them as she shot ahead of tlhern, when'they were just in time by keep-
ing -oft the: wid, to aveid soidangerous a salute, .. & . ..., .0 .

. The wind: by this time lad :shifted . more. to,the southward, so': the
British ship..still. kept. the weather-gage, and. both. vessels:were, now.
hotly engaged, rinning:almast. free. directly upon.the coast. The wind
was inoreasing rapidly;: and ithe gea was geiting up., . Several timex was-
the slaver hulled by the shdt. of. the brig, and each time grose the same
fearful :yells as before.. - <. . ... o . o oo T

* At last-one of ‘her shot struck the fore-topmast of the brig, just above
the cap, and the instant after, both it and the bowstring being. carried
awiy, the vessel, deprived of -her-head-sail; flew upinto .the wind. .-

o+ A-shriek of delight escaped: the Spaniards as they beheld | the condi-
tion. of their enemyi; but they were: quickly silenced, by.finding . that

* their own condition was little better; for their own mainmast, already

wounded -severely, préssed by the spread - of canviss: they carried; not-
withstanding the increasing gale,. was seen to totter; sovde of the weath-
er shrouds had been 'shat away, and a heavy send,.of the sea carried it
fairly away close to the deck, when falling overboard, it towed: along-
side by the lee rigging., <+ - . 7 -0 L U0
Thus, in a short time, were the two vessels reduced  to ajmost com-
plete wrecks, while a- lee-shore, towards which . they were driving, ap-
peared within.-four or five thiles of them, threatening them with dess

~ truction. . There was enough, indeed, to make a stout-heart quake, . -

A heavy sea came yollingiin aorgss the broad Atlantio, the. dark green
waves topped with white crests of foam, while a heavy zurf dashed on
the Tow sandy shore ; ‘each. hiuge billow, as it broke with a-loud roar,
threatening to carry back in its reflux anything which might. get within
its influence, © . e o o T T

“The brig' of 'war, notwithstanding: her shattered condition,. seemed
determined not to he balked..of her prey.; forwhile:some of her crew
‘were cutting away the wreck of her foremasts, gejtingnp a, jurymast,
and seeuring the mainmast, the rest were working: the.:guns ag they
could be brought to bear,.many of the: shot frotn Which struck .the
schooner—the wild tumult 1of the waves; and the; rear of the wind in
the rigging; being' now-added - to: the shricks of the: miserable blacks,
who were thus unresistingly slaughtered; - While thus desperately fight-
ing, the two vessels drove together towards the shores, .. : E

It ‘must be confessed, thit Don' Pepe did not like, the -state of affairs,
and, mild-tempered -and- amiable ds he generally wag, as he stood issuing
the riecessary orders, he turned many a fietée look.-tewards :the vessel
which was driving on to-destruction, and vowed that,if he escaped with
his lifé; hie'would be revenged <on her and. ail which sailed undex the
gamd flag. o LUt oL

Even aftér the mainmast had been:cut adrift, it was found.impossible
to bring the sshooner again on'a wind, and their only hope now of not
going on shoré consisted in riding out the gale at anphor. ..~ .
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A ver peor. onef'itjwas, for, of course, the Prig would anchor alss,
and do her best to gink them. - P !

| Tudt 55 they wers prepating for this’ desperate alternative, bDiogu re-

ported that he perceived the outh of a small river, directly ahead of
them, and pronounted it to be one with which he was well acquainted.

% There is not much water -on the bar,” he: observed, * but il' we -

keep in mid-channel we may drive over it, and -once inside we are safe.”

. The two best hands were, therefore, sent to the helm, while ' Diego
went forward to con ‘the vessel towards' the narrow entrance. Every
man on deck hield hisbreath as they approached the wild, broken water,
for they well knew the awful xisk they were itonrring,. but few-thought
of the human beings crowded below, who had .not a chance of escape
should they strike.! ' ‘

. The shot from 't
darmige 3 and almost to their disappointment they saw the brig haul up
tb the wind, and then finding that she could not .beat off, let go two
anchors, ' o E

- wShe drifts, she drifts? cxelaimed : Pepe, - with exiltation, * She

- will bé driven on ghore, and then.we shall have our revenge.” ‘

! But Senhor Pepe was mistaken, for by the time the cables were veer-.

éd out the brig brought up and rode buoyantly te the gale,  The stavers

had enough to do to. take care of themselves. The prospect _ahead, as
"has heen observed, was not ' tempting. . ' .
"In the distance was a-dark: forest, low mangrove-bushes lived eithex
side of the ‘stream, the shore .exhibited- a dreary expanse of sand, and
they had good reason  to know that -amid those raging billows many a
hungry shark was likely to be sporting, ready to make a feast. of them
- should they be compelled to'swim for it.. = o
"« Starboard the helm,” sung out Diogo, from fotward; 8o steady.

We stand well for the deepest water.” -

.« Every maa hold .on,” eried Pepe, graspiﬂg the st.ﬁmp‘of the main-

mast ; but the warning was scarccly tequired, for all -the erew had re-
cured themselves in the hest way they could. ; Co

| The schooner approached the bar, She.was amid - the wild foaming
waters, A mountain wave came rolling in with- a loud roar, her stern
lifted high in the-air, and she seemed about to slide-down into the deep
gulf before her, but the wave advanced, and she rose .again with her
‘bow now aloft s before .khe ‘was again. on an even keel, another ‘came

on foaming and: raging; it strack her, and flying over her resisting

frame, deluged her decks. | N . ,
A cry of terror and despair arose from the crew, and two of their

- number was carn

‘ed onward, floatiriy amid the boiling waters. . Another minute of dread-

ful suspense. pussed, ‘and she had escaped the dangers of the outer bar ;
'but a'second” one was before her, which she must, pass before.she could
'bein safoty. A few fathoms of comparatively tranquil water intervened,

She drove'on towards it ; the sea twice broke over her, a terrific squall
struck her, and befors she could'let go the anchors she was cast upon the
muddy shore, and the remaining mast went by the board; killing seve

he enemy still pursued?ther'n,;but did not farther |

ied far:away from all help; but the vessel still career- -
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ral of ‘the crew by its fall. “Ile remainder weth ; sed 2
> | i . h . eli. too well :pl ‘
1f}indmg. themselves in comparative safety to .think :mudhe, ahﬂlf:f:ge;t
‘ ut ;clhey. hjad yet-no eusy task to get themselves and -therr human cargo.
&1}1 shore, ' One boat. alone remained, and. Jowerifig her on - the lee'side
‘ %f opened the hatches to get up some of the blicks to. carry on shdre’
. ven-Pepe shuddered as he looked below, for so; manyshot had hulled. -
the schooner, that her crowded slave-deck was a complete shatnbles, the
' dyir;‘lﬁ: and the dead mingled amid the living. - | .~ 1~ AN
, The survivors raised a loud ery as the first were' taken w fall e
}SI;::lli :;ihat tﬂ{ey We\rcs1 al}:‘out tgjbe myrdered in detail ;| whill(}; e'lvl‘eg' tl;li
: rds could scarcely bear the dreadful effluvid whi ot
| re\gnlping o e gnit‘y. 8 dreadful eﬂiuvag: “I’hlch:- arose from-the
_ Somme little'way inland was a large hut, built ‘sxpressly f the reep
;.':;1_1 of tglaves .ready for embazkation, and here, affef somf; t(:fng:et}r;c:zg
for Tb;ga t:;é:}t;\erfors | 01.‘ th‘e ‘j‘Vbll_éGEB;' .l:‘u?(ﬁied from : the schlq).oner.,ll were (:;ola:
o0 stupified to considet -or care what \\'fa‘s:zneﬁiﬁ\t Yo ha en to them,

) : ; C Xt ) en to .th '
they sat down on. the ground, where most of thera forgotl-)-ltjheir‘grief:?n‘
SIGJBBP" w;;hilg the ;l?ipamards‘kept watch outside; 1, . .

v the time all these arrangements had- been made, tieht h ‘
?n'; but the rest which visite& “the sfaves was deniéd "to. z‘;r;h‘eir ?x:'la:g:g'
 dor no sooner did they light a fire to cook their supipers, than deveral -,.per:'
f::::r' were :een app;'oag‘l:i:;lg‘ firom among the irees, The chief of the
_comets announced hims i sovercign ¢ surround- -
ingHter-ritory. 4 d b m elf “as ng pro, aéfftflgn ?f the ‘?‘F‘rr"““‘l" .
e was habitéd in a cocked hat with & feathes; and h of a petti
‘ 1 | g 1Al }. " Elf f' -
coat thrown over-his shoulder as.a royal mantle ;  while his“a(t)terald]:ftt;,»

if not so strikingly, were more simply dressed in “every, variety of gar-

meﬂ:‘; few, ?o.we}\lrer, ho‘asting}fl more than one ariicle each; -~ -
er a long harangue, which was highly applanded :by hi L
ants, King Bobo demanded by what. right Gaptgfiu Pepe'}mﬁ f‘*lt:n';;ctlm::cll
- his temitory, and taken possession of his storehouse™. Don_Pepe. whose
terper had been somewhat ruffled by the attackof the English, an.
swered briefly by pointing . to his-gun, and intimited- tat if his sable
E:‘I}lizty did not quickly take his departure, he would: hasten his move--
‘On’ this, King Bobo looked very.indignant; but o fing sbrtethi
g ‘ olred very indignant; buti cheerving sbr '
dangerous in Pepe’s countéaance, -aoon,brmigl;t his Pa-lwerg;osz c?:trf:ir:;g
sion, and, followed by his - subjects, hurried. off ifito} the woods, Diovo,
who knew the blacks well, warned his captain thé.t' it would be -mec?.isj -

saxy for them to be on their 'puard, ut - the night: ; rav-wi :
thgﬁ;‘ receiving any further.‘vigité.\." bu.‘ ‘.he “’g}?tﬁpl}sa_‘edﬁ awa:’.y'lw:tl_mu_t '
~ The Spaniards had cause 16 be uneasy, for they were" th
treacherons character of the blacks of th’;‘\t neighggi;rhogduzg éa:f;}txg; "
had been: obliged to divide. their forces, they.felt that tlie;r' should have
some difficulty to defend: themselves should they be attacked. © . = .-
thélj"ar}t‘ jof the t;:rew, we ;ug}}t to-have remarked, ha&‘béen-'leﬂ to watoh-
‘schooner, roiect her fio ing. S while : o '
" ed her living cargo.- . bexvn'g Plu“fiem%“?julé?thé restlr'guard.‘
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The utorm hiad- subsided: an rapldly as it had commeticed; and when :
I.he morning broke, mot . a-cloud -obscured. the blue.sky 3 - theiwind-siad
gone:down, the sea-had.grown calm, and the surf no longer hrokafupon .
the strand with the louid continuous roar it had hithesto.dones: - Suddenly

-the party who were- guarding' the hut were startled by:the-eport of a -

musket hred in the direetion.of - the ‘schooner. - .Others followed in:quick

succession, They leaped. on - their feet,.and grasped 'their arms,-when

‘Pépe, ordering four of his-men to follow: him, set off towa'rds ‘the spot:’
- We must now: teturn-te  the British brig; whwh ‘weileft:at ancher off
the coast. She rodeout the gale .in beautifal.style; and-at day-break

way ready to make . sail for the: nbarest ' port, where she: could hape to-

1 r,K" L

find & new mast.

[Not & breath-'of air, héwever, was blnmng, EO xt was amposmbla 1o
wiiph the.anchors (As the officer of the watch, walked the: deck,”
thinking what had been-the fateof the people on tisard the schooner: they -
had driven on shore the prevnous day, he observed the mist: gradually -

cleanngaawa.y wover the land, At last he stopped in his, walk, and- tum-

. ing his spy-glass. towards the coast, he surveyed.it partowlyi.
- As he did so, it -struck him that there was an. slndentatmn, very hke.-
the mouth of a ‘rivet; almost.abreast of them, and, lovking still more at-

" tentively; he made éut - the hull -of a: vessel; which':he .could have no .

doubt was the. schopner. Havilig satlsﬁed h:mself of thls', ‘he‘sent down .
“to: inform the captain; s e :
. % Not:a doubt about it " exelmmed Gaptamr Hownslaw; mbbmg hls -
hands. * We'll have the rascal before .the da.y is many hours-old, and. .
punish him. for. theimisohief -he. hds doneus.: | Qall the bodts away, Mr.
Saubbem 3 or gtay-ilet :thie:boats’ crow: have their brealfast first.”
{ T'he -men were- nnt»xlo{ng in laying in: theiv. provisions ; and; under the .

uommand of the firat . heutenant, an eager party, in. three boatl, was

soon -pulling toward;: theshore;. ... -~

- Ag they. neared.the dand, thay found.: a hea.Vy “sur breakmg ove;; the.
: Abar at- the :mouth .of the: river, atid:..for,:some,time <even: their brave .

leader hesitatedi about -advancing ; butithe sight-of the-eneoy’s vessel
*increased their eagetness——and what. darivig- deeds wﬂl not: seamen un-
dertake when theirispirits-are arouseds) . i <’ :

. After pulling some way along the wall of whlte breakers. 4 narrow
‘ clear line.bf water. was'perceived, and dashing through it-amid the wild
tumult-of the waves, they were quickly again in safety. - The- second
bar wis likewise crossed without- & casualty. andf gwmg thxee cheers,
they pulled towards the schooner. - -

Thus far. not a.signiof au-enemy hagd- appeaxed. but a3 the sea-on the
outside was still breaking over her, they pulled round her. head- and
stern 1o board ber on the inside... ... . %

' The.bowman..of the: leading boat . had just hooked on. when they :

were sa}uted & hot- fire from .an enemy-hid .among, the trees,, but no
one was wounded ; and:on.. leaping on. boaxd. they found the deck of the
schooner deserted, . When it was also ascertained .that.not a black or a
Spauiard. remained: below, and that- there was. nothing. to be :dope, the .

commander of the expedmon quickly ordered the crews in. theié boats . .

H-E&I.n. :

In half a mmute the B Enghsh ere § : ,bIm‘" ;\ bt

‘ dnve their concealed enariies flom thmfnmbus

ing vengeance agamst them for theu‘

' Itheh- faces,

Meanwhllell’ép'e came,,on .‘f';It 18- those cursed ‘
claimed § “.on, my fmends, let them smell the ten e |
The execration of his followers against the Bntish $
i

that they were in a tight humor for the. work i
-mmutes had passed they reached the ; scene of - agtion,

They fouiid their fnends pos;ed behind 'a baxilk naturally i"m, ed b ‘
the force of the waters of the river, “while’ the attackmg party” Were




Ea. | mer.excemsmeen '

’ 1t the.Spaniards had

: 'greatar Jass ‘by:follo

endeevounng to cross: the space of. eoft mnd which. mtcrvened Botweer
them. - ‘Pepe, at a glaace, took in the position of affairs, and saw that
if his people behaved with coolness the day might yet be his. "

- but after the exertion of running, or from their too great eagerness, their

«aim was:unsteady, and.two only of- the English fell,”

‘ |Th|s also served to inflame the rage of the rest, and encouraged by.
their-gallant leader, before the ‘Spaniards had again time to load; they
exr.numd themselves irom the mud. and, mth eutlasees in hand ruahed ;
up the bank.

4 Fire, fire " ened Pepe, 8. the Spamar&s wera hurnedly loadmg

iAn. u'regular volley wag discharged, which did no furtherdamage
tlmn sendmg' & ball through'the lieutenant’s cocked-hat, and the elaver’s
crew’ were: compelled to:throw- aside their muskets and defend them-

selved with their. swords. They now showed themselves to be true men,

anﬁ‘fought a8, bxavely a3 lnens.
he two parties were well matehed in pomt of nembers and courage,

“ . and the .combat -was long! and, furious, .. It seemed doubtful how. it
"wauld end, for - several:on both sides had fallen, when - one of the Span-

lards, 'who had been left: to.guard the: slaves, was seetl runnmg towa.rds

- them, shouting loudly. to, his friends, "

¥ Qarramba. " shouted Don Pepe, “shey arecof mere consequence than

sﬁghtmg these bull&dug Englishmen ;"' and uttering. a few words to his

- men, which the British.did not understand, the Spamards simultaneous-

' {leaped down. the bank a;ml, dlsperswg in all dxrecf.xons, ﬂed through-
t

¢ woods, . - -
’,[‘he Enghsh a8 Soon 88 &hey had recovered from their - astomishment
at| 'this preoeeding,:

they found themgelves in frnt of ' bog, through which it was impossible

wwere looking about for a passage to pass aronnd
rendy got.out of eight.. -
. anger..at the loss .of o marly of his men, the

10. wade,, and while'the

- Though: burnjng wWith.

' 'the -enemy; for, as_the' latter were ewdently
well acquamted with; the country, they- had the advantage of him in

‘that respeot; and.had: ‘alko,.in e.ll proba.bxhty. formed some plan to lead .

him nto an ambuah

Most unwx]lmgly, therefore, he erdered hls men to retum to the beats, ‘
‘whxeh {ney did with some ‘difficulty, catrymg their wounded . conirades

in then‘ arms, ‘The. two who had fallen in the mud were past all aid,
and when the party retumed they found them already aimost cOVered
np lin’the ‘black compound. . !

As soon as ihe:boats. were reached the lleutenant determined to-en- .
- deg avout to get: the schoonier afloat, but on examining her condition, it

was foumi ‘;mpraetwable 10 ' move her, so' firmly imbeddéd was she in
the mnd.‘,-.;‘ One ¢ourse only remamed and Pepe’s ﬁne echeoner was con-
sighed to the flames, .

This work ‘was' aceomphshed the Byitish recrossed the har in snfetg,
and returned to their ship, when, soon a.fterwards, a breeze spnngmg up,
, they made sail for S:erra Leone to repm: dnmages. '

i

{Ordering each, of them to pick off his max, he gave the word to ;ﬁre, :

0 eqdrse followed but near the: bottom of the bank-

that: he should only. expose s party to still -

:
i
l-_
P8
1

found' the place uneeeupled,
- and I will supply you with provisions till .you can

‘eame.  Your ship 1s ours, B0 you rust-riot go: noar h agam. Ni ow- you

pletely-outwitted' by the.blacks, hut’ there was no' qh

| death -wail, and {those’ acenrssd Enghshmen ha.ve do
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We muist now return: to' Don’ Pepe ‘The mforms;mn bl_'ought to-'him

" while he was erigaged with the Enghsh wis, that the fow.: Spemards
‘who had been left to guar%tl the' glaves:had been;: ‘dttacked ‘and: aver

-powered by ’Kmn' Bobo, who was tnen busxly eng‘eged in (.a.rrymg them
off. -
‘Now it must net 'De suppese that this ssble ms,;esty was mﬂueneed

- by dny, philantrophic ‘motive in- hberatmg ‘his: iellew-countrymen ;- but
-having undertaken to furnish a certain: supply of blacks:to's slave dealer

located " some rmiles to 1he south, he wes honestiy anxmus to fulﬂl hls

 engagement.

This: information - mdueed Pepe w;lsely to retxm from a eomhat in

- which only honour and- glury Were to: be ga.me
~ which he valued so rauch ‘miore;"

b protaet property

Ag soor-as-he and his followers had assembled, { hurned towards
the “hut where.they had. lefti the:slavés, ‘and as they appronched it their
‘enrs-were saluted by the: gound: of: drums, mmgled thh the shouts and
crieg of ' great numbers:of ‘human voices, .+ 1 4

Advancing a little further on; they percewed §:eencourse of people
-assembled; ‘with ‘ayms:of vanous descrlptmns in’ their liauds, -and.in front

of them stood: King Bobo, exeiting’ their: courage: by jen: harangue which

they, every now-and: then, interrupted:to give. expiésmon t0: thelr sent:-
ments, by the sourids.the Spiniards had heard: - .
~Pepe; on this; halted-his party 16 erigage the blaeks i necessary, and

‘having examined their'arms, they again: advariced boldly towards them,

This “at first somewhat :staggered . King: Bobo, anid! his/objeets.; - but
being a brave fellow, he did not shrink from the e:pet where e stood,
This example encouraged 1he ‘rest, and even: ‘Pepe! judged it would be
more-prudent to hold & palaver-before proceeding tothostilities, - - . »

His sable thajesty was the:first. to::speak, by demandmg why the .

. . -Spaniards had- landed on hié territory; dnd had, without nsking leave,

taken possession of his'hut.:: Thetonly answer Pepe could'make to-this
was, that he had landed ve;l'ly much against. his will, and that'as ho
e had made. use of it t’ shelier liis slaves.

“And 1" replied the king, -“as you eould not take

gone off to ‘their homes. Yom, shall, however, have‘i‘the,use of the hiut,

may take possession of your house””
As tius ‘the Spaniards felt not.a little. f‘eehsh, for .they had been cor-

every one of the slaves ‘had been carried off, and.there was, therefore,
nothing - left:t6 fight about, ::King ‘Bobonow: drew ff his|people. w:th
the intention of plundering the schooner-; but n:sgener hid' they g

that the Spaniards perceived o thiok smoke  rising!in ithe direction w] u

-she was. - This was followed lpy the . report of seveml guns, Succeeded by
a terrific explnsmn, which shook even the ground oniwhich! they stood.
3

at was her

“ The El Carmen has blowri:up,” exclaimed: Diog !
“1 hope: King .

tdre: of the- elaves, :
‘have: takén ‘care of them for: you. They-are -nowifree men; and have

turn ‘whenéé yon -

posmlt:)tmg, for -

£

‘
y

1
,\ o, P
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Bobo and his blacks had. time to get oﬁ board first and bear her company

- 1o heaven,” - S ‘ o L o

" . Thia charitable wish had -not. been accomplished, for.in a fow min.
utes his majesty and his.army came running back.in great consternation
at the catastrophe which had occurred, -Had the Spaniaxds seized their
opportunity they might have revenged themselves on the blacks, but
they had enjoyed fighting eénough for one day,. and besides, as Pepe me-
ralized, there was nothing to'gain by it.- = - —

- Poor'Don Pepe had.certainly been the greatest loser. by the events of
the last two days, Heé had lost a numbef of his crew, hq had been roh-
bed of his staves, he had now lost: his ship, and found himsel{ surroun-
ded by enemies, withogt any immediate prospect of escape, while he
waé dependent, too, pon them for-wherewith to support existence,

Braver men iight havé.snccumbéd‘ beneath 'sq_many‘ghﬁicult;es; for
altlough twenty of them remained alive, their armunition was nearly
exhausted; and they eould scarcely hope to succeed in fightmg their way
to the nearest river, when they might expeot to find sorne vessel to take
themoffi-. -~ - . - - 0 . S

" Diogo was 'the only man who. knew anything. of the country,- and'
he reported that about fiftéen leagues to the southward there was another
river, resorted - to.by slavers, and also by merchantmen, who went there

“to Jond with palm oil and ivey.. - . .
.t‘ }kfter eomexz:onsulta;tion it wa.); determined forthwith to proceed thither,
and, for the purpose ofibeing allowed to travel in.safety, to propitiate
King Bobo and the neighbiouring potentates by as large Promiscs 85 t}:ey

could bo indnced: to receive,” S ‘ o o
' The next morning, matters heing amicably arranged with the king,
~théy started .ont their journey; and whether twenty stout follows with
muskets on their shoulders, or- the promises they made, had tost effect
on'the minds of blacks, it is difficult to say, but certain it is tlfmt at
lagt-the whole party reached the neighbouthood of the Danda river in

oty, .o ) o

B?{nge the greater number remained concealed, whllq‘f[:epe and Diogo

went down to the banks of the'stream to reconnoitre. - The first object

which met their eyes was a fine kchooner lying at #nchor in the centre

of) the river. S o : .

1% What can she be ¢ asked Captain Pepe.. . .

# An American slaver or an English merchantman,” answered -Diogo.

1 Supposé we venture on board dnd learn,” observed. Pepe. o

{u Agreed,” said Diogo ; ** but how are we o get on board ?

'jAﬂerﬂ looking along ‘along the shore for some time, they observed a

‘cance-at a little distance off’ with (wo blacksin her, fishing.
| On this, Pepie held up a .dollar and intimated that he wished to be
+ tuken ou board the schooner. The blacks.soon understood him, and ina

" . short time the. two :Spaniards stood ‘on'the deck of the Fair Rosamond,-
one of -the finest traders ait of Liverpool, They found that one half of -

the crew had’ died of -fever, many were.ill below withthe same
. cpmplaint, and that she had barely hands -to navigato her’ home, .
~ Ou +this, Pepe framed his ‘own- story, -They were Bpanish seamen,

' captain had.turned id, and the first mate kept the deck. /"~ |

satisfaction.
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who had eSéaped from a vessel wrecked on the cqa‘,fs,,'ﬁhqlir shipmates, .

with-the exception of otie, were all’ dead, and- they ‘were anxions td gat.
off in any ciaft which would take themn. =~ " F. 0 T
- The English master, an unsyspicious, honest seaman, at once gladly’
offered to ship them, and. they promised .to join -him on condition that
they might return to bring off their sick shipmate, RS P
** Of coutse, of course,” answered- Captain John Brown ; “1 think-
all the beiter of you for it. - You shall returnwhen yon liks, and pleage .
Glod, we'll get out of this' cursed hole by to-morrow morning at daybreak,
if the weather holds fine . .. 0 T T
< All goes well,” whispered Don Pepe to his lientenant, as they pulled .
on ghore in -the cance. * By‘tomorrow morning we,shall- have.again s
eraft of our own, and then we shall have our vengeanco oni'the Euglish.
The Captain did not look amiable'as kLo uttered these words, but Diogc ’
rubbed his hands .and "grinned with satisfaction:at the: thought of - what
they were to do. - e e RERA NI S
. Towards the evening, the two new hands returned” onboard ‘the Fair:
Rosamond with' their sick companion,- The latter was:carefully placed

in 2'hammock below, while Pepe and Diogo set about the'duties ullotted

to them with praiseworthy alaeiity.” : = - .

. “I-wish we had a few more hands like th_es'e‘feliﬁwls,’? observed Cap-
tain Brown' to his mate. “ It isn’t ofien . one finds Spaniatds as- smart

as they are.”, - .7 N I ST ST .
* They are smart enough, sit,” answered the mate’s: “ but* the big one
seems a mighty fine gentleman for a foremast-man, and I don’t altogether
like the looks of the little chap” = ° . R I L
“Well I don't see anything suspicious about them,” observed the cap-
“I don't say there is, sir," said 'the  mate ; “only I dun't  quite Tike

- them. T wouldn’t wish to wrong any man, but do {youkdow, sir, that-

when their sick shipmate came on: board with 'themh, ‘it struck me: that
he looked no more iil than'you or T'do.. When'l passed’ his hamiriock
just now he was pretending to be - asleep,. and snoring as'lond 'as - 'sow’.
wester, which, if he were down with.'the fever, he \lvo ldn’t do, depend

“ Well, { hope theres nothing wrong,”. replied Captaiti-Browm : « but
keep & good watch on thém, and as theré are only ilivee of them, they
can’t do us mueh harm, I'should think., ~ -~ “i 10 oo

“ Ay, ay, sir,”” answered the mate,” # depend on:me for tHat” -

This conversation’ took plage in ,the evening, just as. the firit watch
was set’ in which the, two volunteers were placad, The watch-below,
wearied with the  exertion of ‘bending ssils'and getting the ship ready.
for sea with so few hands, wero fast -asleep in theil hammocks. - The

The night was somewhat dark, for-though the sky  was clear, and the .
stars shone brightly forth overhead, there was no moon, a thin mist ris-
ing from, the river sereened alliobjects at a little distance, - .© -«

Pepe and Diogo were leaning. over the bulwarks! forwasd, and con-

veusing in a'low tone which served, it seerned, to' afford them- infinite - -

!
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The mate walked unessily. up-and down the deck keepmg his. eyes
wandering on either side, ‘while his ears were also broad awake to de-
tect, thie approach of an'enemy, Suddenly he was startled by a slight.
4!plashmg 110188 which sounded like the dip of nurnemus oars in the wa-

'te-i' H .

"He hstened attentwely arui endeavored to pierce the obscunty, for his
‘susﬁwlons were aronsed,.and he had during that day been oppressed with
A presentlment of boming ill, though from what quarter it might arrive
~ he knew not. - The noise! continued, till at length he was certam that

he heard the regular fall of dars, -
* There’s mischief abroad,” he muttered ; * 1’11 rouse up the captam,

and arm theipeople, - These black mscals are. traitorous, and I don't,

hke the Spanmrds " :
At the same moment he dived below to awaken Oaptam Brown, to
‘whom, in & fow. words, he éxplained his fears, and again sprang -upon

deck. As his glance fell; upon the water, he perceived three large ca- .
noes close aboard of the schooner, and, dlreotly sonfronting. hxm, stood .

‘the; tallest of the Spanish strangers. .
% What do thess boats want here?” he asked ‘

A blow from 8. handspike, which laid him senseless on the deck. was
the answer ; and,. befors.any of the Engllsh crew had time to’defend
themselves, the canoes rin alongside, and’twenty Spaniards climbed up

the sides of the schooner,” The cry of ‘some of .the crew. who were ‘cut -
" down, aroised the pretended invalid below, and, leapmg upon deck he |

iomed his comiades. .. .. -

‘IWhen, therefore, poor Ga.ptam Brown made hls appearanee, he found
his/ vessel in possession of a set of: villains; and himself a prisoner,

At first, the Englishmen, prompted by their nature, attempted -to re-.

sist, b they were soon overpowered : and Don Pepe had an opportunity

of exhibiling the magnanimity and:generosity of "his temper. Politely-
boiving tg the unfortunate master, whorm some/of his followers had tied .
to-thé main-mast, he'apologized to him for- the necessity ke had been:

under of depriving him of ‘his command, aud explained to him that if
he'and his people would quietly go.on shore, their lives would be-spared,
but if not, he should be under the necessity of giving them. as i‘ood to
the alllga.tors and sharks; -

“ But we shall die of the fever on shore,” urged Captam Browu

«“ Patience, my {riend ; it would have'been our fate had we rémain

ed ” replied Captain Pepe, and his argument was irresistible, -

Two o three of the Englxshmen had-been murdered by the blood-
thirsty. Spaniards before. Pepo had-time to put an end to the slaughter.
.The master and. ]}YIB mate, who soon recovered; wete treated with every
atteation which eircumstandes would-allow, and-as the morning dawned
he ordered them with the rest of the crew, who.were bound. hand -and
fcot, 10 be put into the -canoes which remamed alongsule, and 1o be car-
ried on shore,

This done, a favnra.ble breeze havmg sPrung up, the sails were.loosen
ed, the anchor: was hove up, and Diogo, acting as filot, the Fair Rosa-
lndnd under the command of her new masters, stood over the bax, -

‘ "
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Dou Pepes heart bounded -with sat:sfactlon, as/ he .onee more found
himself the owner of a fine, well- armed vessel, with a.buntlance 6f) pre:

visions on-board.: That she iwas not very honestly gome: by WBS B mn.t-.
ter of perfect mdlfference toshim. ;

“Vivaa hberdad # he exclalmed - % onr necks,; thiinighi the tymnny; ,
of mankind, are in jeopardy'of a halter There’s no use: cpnaealmg the -
fact from ourselves, and so I ‘propose that we tale: good .café to merit; it.

" Every man’s hand will be % agamst us, but if ‘we.are true, go «each other,

they may try to catoh-us-in fvain,’and ‘while -we a;‘e Jeading 4 roving,

_-jovial life; the woalil of the zworid may be: oura to. plck anv:l chanse from,

as wo list.” © - :

¢ Yiva, viva, our brava Gaptam Don Pepe !” was thentz?ammous an-
swer lo this harangue, - .

A codeof laws'and regulatmns he drew ,up were:signed- ‘without hen-
tation-by all. hands, - A black flag was histed; aml ‘a~ #ilyo fired in
honor nf it; and thus Don Pepe became A open and avowed erate,

GHAPTER III

: ‘THE PIRATE TUENS GALL,AWT.f

A FINE sh:p was proudly Hailmg over the waters of the darhbean Sea,

. with & favorable breeze, towards the Mona passagelfhutwaen the 1slamds '

of St. Domingo and Porto Rics. \ Th bl :

. Her last poit was Cartigana; and she Wa.s about fnur da.ys out. Al
though the John and Mary, carried eight guns on hqr upper declk, half -
of ‘them were non-combataits, for the sinple’ Teason that they: were
made of wood, commonly callud “quakers,” while Her, crew conmsted of
sorne fwenty’ hands ot ‘8o, inéliding officers-and hdys. A

- Ini fact, she aspired to'no highei: ‘yank:than: that pf an: Jhonest trmder
belonging to the port of Liverpool, whither she was now:about to. retum.
touchinig at-one’ or two-plades on' her way, after. "‘puécessful yoyage to'
the Spanish Mnm, having hitherto eaoaped -all the'; ,’ngers of 1empests
and robbers; .

She might have mensured about fonr- hundred tons or more. and ‘a8
she now. carried studden-sails on either side, alow and' aloft, with her
guns tun dut, she cut a very forrmdable appearancel* 80 thought ‘honest
John Brown, ‘her master. - Cadi

-She had'séveral: passengers on board both Spamshland fEnghah and
among the former was a yobnig and pretty widow; with*her still more
yuuthfnl and; lovely sister, & rich merchant, and a snldwr, whxle most of
the latier were mercantile men of différent grades. | -

Captain Brown was provd -of his passengers, pmuel of hxs shlp, and
proud of the rich freight she bore,. ‘ o

1t was a lovely day, the sea was arnooth and sparldmg, ’and the sun

. chotie brightly forth fiom a blug-unclouded sky; ' An ‘awning, ‘however,:

spread over the deck, sheltered ‘the: passengers collected there from his-
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!
too-poorchmg rays, How coinpletely, on’ auch oceasions, people enjoyi
 the dolee far neinte-of life. - 4%

The erew. -were busily: employed in the various sedentaiy ocoupationsd)

* of seamen; while the gentlemen were.lolling about reading or.talkin
nhdgthe ladies wore . writing, or singing- 1o the music of a guitar.,. Cap’
tain Brown was. earnestly yecounting to an mterestmg audience sorne oi
the ladventures of hid life.

“]v's now about two years ago when what Tam gomg 1o tell you
happened;” he continued:. “/I then commanded a fine schooner trading

"o the coast of Africa, with the same man I now have 4s ‘mate, honest

© Biil' Simpson thére,” Well, we had been for some weeks in the Danda

river shipping our eargo, and’ had lost nearly half our people by fever. -
when _]ust ag we were ready for sea, we were boarded by 2 set of ras
cally pirates, who turned us on shore, and ran off ‘with our vessel. To
ba sure they might have.murdered us outright, and so they would but
for their captain, who was such a polite villain, that be made us a low
- bow instead, ‘and wished us 2 pleasant trip on:shore. I cannot tell you:
how I felt ns I'spw my vessel going over the bar, and I am very certain’
that I' should have died had pot another trader came in a fow days af-
terwards and taken us on board. ~ Well, from that day to this I have;
never heard: anythmg mote of the Fair Rotamond, though I have good
reagon to suppose that the pirate who got hold of her was no other than

- the famous Captain Pepe, whom everybody in the West Indies is talk- -

ing abont? . ..

‘1 What a dreadful man Oaptam Pepe mmust be,” observed ,Donna. Ma-
rina, who undersiood a little English, ‘

B “ Dreadful' 1 regu]ax devil- mcamate, marm," answered Gaptam
rown,

C“ ‘What is he hke, Sanhor Ga.ptam 'G” 1nqu1red ‘Donna Isnbehta, the‘

widow's protty. sister, - .

“ Like, marm | why he asn’t a bad- Iookmg fe]low, as far ag I can res
meibez; about the same hexght and fi ngure as the major there, I should
say}™” answered the eaptain. | .

“ Dearme,” observed the young Iady. “he does not ook like a pirate.”
. 4 Perhaps not, marm,” replled baptam Brown. “Beauty is only skm

deep, remember.” '

“T should so like to see this fai-famed, Captam Pepe,” saxd the widow.,

+ % That’s more than I should, maim, éxcept at the end of a'thacl: rope,”
answered. the -eaptain, ‘

“ Why, what should make us afraid of Captam Pepe, or a hundred

plrates like him 7 observed Mister Theophilus Fiz, a little Jamaica '

G;eplé, who, with. a straw hat on his head and in" a suit of nankeen|
‘was pacing the deck with his handsin his trousers pocket. ¥
4 Haven't ‘we got powder and shot and eight guns, with plenty of
“men to fight them? 1 shouid just like to see Captain Pepe. trymg to
play off’ his tricks on us.”
. He- elevated his voigo'as : he passed in 1 his walk neap the Spanish
major, ‘who Tiow . looked up from & book of music he had been intently,
stndying, and smnled He now rose from his seat, and approached th:e

ladjes: . o g .

Tﬂh SCC)UR/GE oF 'EHE SEAS

“Qh, major," said Donna Marina, laughmg, ‘,‘do S'ou knbw that Gap-
tain Brown says that the famous pirate, Pepe, 13 ver like' 'rou oo
-A-high comphment, trulﬁ' the captam pays ‘mey. if’ he referg to my

© personnl appearance,” rephed the mijor; bowing.s \“For have, haar(l

soma ladies, who once were Pepe’s guests, aver, that he IS #1 remark' ble
handsomne man, 4 ough his ‘i i) iy
high in the estim tion of th onid »

“ As to his good looks I cant say,” gtruek i m Mr.
that he's a premoiis: sconndrel I’ve 16 doubt, and T sHsild Jtlst like to fall |
it \mth him and_his ‘traft to show h1m how I ’ould freat iiml, the
pirearoonitig Tasea: ¥ . - ' :

# Benhor iz 15 o bold ma-h o smcl the major, 'boWinv o ' ‘

“A sil broacc r.m ‘the strifboard«bow,”. cnad the look~but ﬁ'om the
mast-ead, ' i -

~“ Which way 1 she standmg " mqulred the ma
** Aeross our bows, " wag the Ieply. Co ‘

Py

“ We shall sea more of her by and by, thén,” ohse ved Ga tain Bmwn,
ke ﬁ i |

as he continuéd ms quarter-deck-walk.

- 1n’ the:monotony of & prosperous voyage every mcldent lE of' lnterest,
and the prospect of meeting’a strange sail upon the E'orlt of waters is
sufficient to arouse the most lethargic from theit slumbers;,

The passengets, ‘therefore, ‘few! of 'whom prohably weire in general
much given either to- physmal or mental exertion, Were' eager;y lodking’

-’

out from' the deok for the’ a.ppearance of the stranger’s sa.lls abova the o

line of the horizon.
At last, one by one her top-gallant -saily; topsmls, qnd cburses rose a8

if from out of the Water, shining like’ pute snow in the rayd of the bmght :

sun, and Captain- Brown was soon' able to pronotnes her 4 large, square
topsail schooner, but whither’ bmmd or under what ‘ag ‘she’ sanled it

‘was impossible to say,
There was something, however, in the cut of her sails' whmh seemed |

to attract Captain Brown's attention, as ki commually Ieept -hig telés

cope, turned towards her, whxle hls countenance wole & gloubtfui 1f not
an alarmed expression, :

¢ That ‘seems a valuable glass you have, Senhor’(}aptam,” observed
the major, walking up,to him': “will you permit me o tést its powers?”’-

“ Certainly, sir, certamly,” anewered the honest shippor' “youwill
find it not a bad glass, I -flattér myself i—bouglit it ‘yyself—cost five
guineas——one of Dolla.nd’s best-_day and mght—-ﬁee & rtian’s nose ﬁve
miles oft” "+ -

While the mastor was thus runnmg o in pralse of hxs giass, tl;e ma-
jor, wh evidéntly wns not attending to'a woid ke sgud ‘had his eye for
a few seconds iniently fixed upon the stmnger and a8 - hy roturned 1le’

instrument, into the hands-of 1ts" owner, &~ strangé gleam m:ght have :

been observed to pass over hls countenance,
- Well, major, what do- yau think of her ?" asked'the' mrzster.
1 am too litile of a seamhan to form afi opinioh,” was the answer,
“ merely wished to try the power of your glass " and returnmg it thh
+ bow to the master, he walked aft, e ‘

td
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For some time longer the two yessels drew. nearer- to- each - other

without the stranger making any alteration in her curse, and as she be-

- eame more distinot, so the anxious expression of the gkipper's countenance

increased in intensity. First he rubbed:the object-glass of his telescope,

 thei he adjusted the instrumjent, then he rubbed hig own eyes, but still
he\yasno;.satisﬂéd.! B

7 “'Well, captain,” asked Mr. Theophilus Fiz, “ what.is that vessel we
see-dut there?” . o T e

. Why, sir,” answered Captain Brown, .# that’s more than I can say.

I don’t like her looks, that | own ; she’s -too rakish a.craft 1o be honest;

I fear. Like your high-flying beauties on shore, I've learnt fo midtrust

such-like ladies. Some of them are all fair, and above board, and are

as. near real angels as I dould wish any woman, to be, both. outside and

* inside. Perhaps, too, that echooner there may be a government vesel,

or w fair trader, but she don’t lock like one, that's all.” o

¢ ‘“‘What does Mr. Simpson say about hex #” asked Mr. Theophilas Eii, .

with a.slight degree of trepidation.in the tone of his voice. The mate
was at that iustant epproaching.~ . = . - | ' : oy
.. *Here, Bimpson,” said the master, * take the glass, and say what do

yowmake out of that vessel % - |
The mate looked long and steadily.

. .“ Why, six,” he. answered, “ that she’s gd wicked, rakish-looking a

eraft as I ever saw afloat; and I:shouldn’t be surprised if she’s one of the

anyivessel unabla to defend herself.” - ‘ ‘
- ““/But do-you.mean - to. sy that pirates would venture to attack us
when they see that we have eight guns on our decks " asked Mr. Fiz.

“‘.Epﬁl‘hapé no, and perhaps yes,” was the unsatisfactory answer. *‘But
© wooden dogs can’t bite, you know.” = . | o -

“'What is thit you ave saying about pirates ¥ asked .the rich mes-.
chant, who had just then come on deck. “I hope we've no chance off
falllg;gmm with them. . Mother of Heavén protect us fiom such an
event” : oo .

“ What have we to fear with s0 brave a man as Don Fiz to - fight for

vs?’ sdid the major, smiling, * Besides, .my- dear sir, no pirate—if

pil:a;ta‘ yonder craft should prove—wéuld dream of interfering with a .
ship like ours, armed with eight guns : nor.can »they be aware that we .

have so large a treasure on board, as I understand there is.”
© Don Fernandes started.. - . - o
“Who says that we have treasure on board ?” he,-asked, with alarm-
ed coumtenance...~ . . . . o
. Ol it is the most gdv@ntageous way of remitting money to Eng-.
lanq just now § 60T take it for granted ‘that Don Fernandes would car- -
- ry ﬁm_e of his'gold with hirn, and every one knows that he is the pos-
sessor of unbounded wealth”” . . '

On this the major; who -spblie,;‘rnade.‘fth_é lri’ch mﬁn‘a;.pfofo;md bow. .

though, an acuto observer, might have scen: a smile Jurking about the
corners of ‘his lips and gleaming.in his eyes... .= - e
“{We“ll show our colours‘,ﬁat all” events, to prove that we are. not

" Searcely had 1tﬂuttereci

| ) .
-orders to prepare for.action.: . - .

picearooning villaing that swarm about these seas, veady to pounce upon .

© Mr. Fiz, ‘as-he passed  himin his' walk; . We: shall want ‘you
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ashamed of thera, and- try if the stranger will angyer them,”,said: the

master ; -and, in'a minute, the broad. red flag of .,@EMI@WW
from the peak. O AR

Aoy e
an instant in the breez
sign was shown by the stranger.., . . ~.° -}
« All right 1" exclaimed Mr. Fiz, rubbing his hands:with satisfaction §
* & friend, at all events.” " If, she had been.a pirate, we would soon have
gent her to the bottom of . the. séa;-however,. ] = L

« If " exclaimed the master. .. A friend, indeed ! ;You don’t,pretend-

' to say. what a man is made of bj. the colour of his ¢oat.? And row.do.

you know that the. fellow dges not lie with his buatin! on purpose to de--
ceive ug! ~What;do you say, Simpson ¥ " .t a0 LT

“Nota dobt. about it, sir 3 and now I think of. it, aé well as I'ean

judge at this distance, she’s very like a Spenish schooner which was 1y
ing not .far from us-in Uartagina little more:than & weel ago!  .' -
_ The master now took his shate aside, and consuit with him ea estly
for some time. The result bf their conversation did inot. transpire ;- but,
it very soou got noised: about. the ship that the-schooner in sight was a
plrate. o .+ o 0 e L E '
That the captain thought she was so was soon

E

r wdent,h}f h;sgmng

The drew set about their; duties with-alacrity, as:true British seamen
always will when in danger is at, hand. - Ammunition was: handed-up,
the guns were loaded ‘and rpn out—at:least the four real or;egﬁqg_e}}og@»
ed, while .the others looked, equally formidable at':a littlo distance;.at
at the same. time, the.studdensails, royals, and »;cpp:gallqpt;aaglg, were
allowed to stand,‘and every stitch of canyass ;the ship conld carry, was

acked-jon her to increage’ her. distance- from. the suspicions-stranger.

his done, the crew went to their quarters,

bled state of -their feelings.in,  variety of ways, + Donna Isabel:

< ith :their eyes fixed ; on
the strange suil j the rich merchant turned. pale ?.}lli,;Wlthi AN expres-
sion of doubt and alarm on his countenance, dived.into t};q cabin,Where
ho remained some . time Aamong, certain. cases a:,ld.'f{plackgggs;;_, whﬂeMr
Theophilus Fiz strutted about the deck, under the perstasion that_he’.
was the most important..person. on. board; and, consequently, ynppg,red- ‘

The only person. to whom the.approach of the ‘hostile bark appeared ,
o matter-of perfect. indifference was: the major, though he every mow-
and-then cast-a:glance toward hex  to -ascertain her position, but imme- -
diately. again returaed -to‘._h‘is music-hqok;andg-guﬂlft‘gp;._' ¥ i

X Why; Benhor. Major,. ybu sgem to take things, véry; coolly,” 79?’?%?2

B e i Loy . . oo
* more furiously than ever, in.a vain endeavour. to hide his fears. . ..

'

resenitly. 1 sippose’ you'lk-tot object to do that ¥, }
d “Bahy! not at all. 'L will:take  the.wooden ‘;,qqdexil?lﬁ;ctlﬂrgﬁag

. was the ;ﬁajor?svaaﬁswer,-fwith:&f slight. sneer in  the; tone of:

& Let me -tell yon, it Wont be..a joking.matter;”.said Mr.

i bl g B
we don’t " fight, we.shall. be captured by tho pivates: to.a certalnty,. and
have all our throats cut.” ' ' e

i

Whil]'e these operations were going forward, the; g'é,ésgngefs‘ ékliibiféd’ R
- the tro y of .
~ita wept and clung to her sister; 'who gat. still wi
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"% Not if- we consent to join'the pirates, -It.is what I intend to do, if
we afe ovérpowered. Bal! those fellows lead & jovial life, depend on
it. 'Ah Senhor Fiz, you will make & ddshing pirate ' SRREEE

s I'ii'pifé;te " exelaimed Mb, Fiz, in a tone of horror. * What would
my f"xfign.ds and acquaintances say, should théy hedr of it? No, Senhor
Major,'I' have lived ‘ani- honest man, and-I*hope to die one.” *

““Ah ! youaré o philosopher, I sée; Senhor Fiz,” observed the Major,
- with'a shrug of his shoulders, and a twitl of his moustache, “ You will

have 1o try your couragé soon, depend on it.” -~ - -
While this conversation was going -forward, - notwithstanding all the
efforls made to incrbase't e'speed of the ship; the schooner, with the

Britich Ensign fying, was gradually spproaching her from the eastward.

The iship’s best’ point ‘of sailing was nearly before the wind, or, rather, '

“with it on the' quarter ; and to’keep it there her course had bieen altered
a ¢ouple of pointg, Captain Brown hoping’ thiis to get well-ahead of the
.schogner, and, perhaps, to knook some of her spars away tbefore she
could coineto ¢lose quarters. - Do e ,
- Bhe was now within' the’ distance of a couple of miles, and neither-in
her hull nor her rigging did she appear like. an English vessel. ,
“We will soon sce what she really is” observed Captain Brown,

“ Haul down our flag and hoist' the Spanish ensign, Simpsen, and de-

pend-on'it, the fellow will scon show other colours.”
The captain was right, for no sconer were the colours changed than
up weiit the flag of Spajn from the peak of the schooner also, -

“1 thought so ! exclaimed the captain, as he apain hoisted the Brit -

ish flag. “It shall never be gdid, however, that’ John Brown fought

under any flag but his own. - Whatever happens, don't-give in till the-
last; for, depend upon it, we Have‘litﬂe-mercy to ‘expect from the crew of '

yonder erait,! ~

' The seamen, with a cheerful shout, promised to do their best. The

str‘ailg'er did not again change her colours, and just theu a shot from one -

of her guns came flying across her bows,

" A second shot followed, but went wide of its'mark, and, as the mis
sile Teft the gun, a black flag was seen flying from the pesk of the ad-

va.n‘é:ing stranger. Theré was now, therefore, no doubt as to her char- -

atter. o - : :
- Theé mate washs'brave a fellow as ever stepped ; but discretion, he
thought, on an ogedsion like the present, was the best part of valour.
“Hadu’t we better Haul-out wind, and, i we' must fight, keep the
weather gage ; -though, for miy part, the less we have to say to yondes
piccarooiing crefi the better ?” he observed to Cuptain Brown. .
“It's no yse, Simpson,” answered the master ; “ we've no chance of -
‘ gett]ing away without fighting; though we']l do our best for the sake of
olir owners and passengers ; hnd I' only hope if those piratical rascals
. gomie within range of the John and Mary’s guns; they'll have cause to
* remembor her as long ssithey rémain unbanged? = :
Thib ‘schodner came dashing on, looking so light and delicately formed-
that it/seemed impossible. she ‘éould Have power to injure the stately ehip.
Bhe/still continued firing, but as her shot flew high no one on deck was

" Mary had bit her.

guns, the schooner had fired two more broadsides; with still niore, disas:
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injured, though the sails of . the ship were more than; once pigrig@;_;\and :
now-and-then, a brace or a topmost was shot away, but: were - quickly -
sgain repaired. TR P R I

- As'she approached nearér, her shot.told with more effect ;- while, s
fax‘as Captain Brown could judge, as yet not one.from the John and -

-

Pt T : ‘. h"""Ale v :G;'-‘ S

At last the master lost all patierce, and; pointing one of his four guns.
himnself, he fired. His eye followed the course ofthe ball, but ‘he had
apparently no better success than the rest, for not & rope was shét-away

—not a eingle splintér was seen to start from thedeck or sides of the -
. N . . " . N o R \ . . 0 . . T, 1 5.

- gehooner, . .

“ Well, T can't-tell what’s in the guns that ,ﬁone,of_‘-‘themgdo-t}rgir
duty,” he exclaimed, turning away with vexation: ‘-',\ « Szmp;oh,wdm‘yqu '
try your hand as & marksman, and see jf: you. an’t rohp that-fellow’s ‘
wings Wi e L

“Aye, ny, sir,” answered the mate, easting hl: eye &“longw-?,r‘:e,of the
guns ; * PIl try and kriock a. feather out of him, at all events/’: ...

He wa as good as his word, for the bail struck:the bulwarks of - the.
vessel, and evidently commitied-some mischief, ?BZe,r 1evenge, .howew,prr'
was complete, for, in retuin, the: shot from her: Whole “broadside .came
rattling among the. masts ‘and rigging .of the ship.: .Down came: her
fore-topmast on the deck, and the slings-of her n(m;n{mpsa%xl were sl;of

2 R

away, while numberless other damages oceurred, " . .7 - S
Bgfm tho crew could elear away the wreck of the spars to work their |

ey

rons results,. - . - T P
: éhot after shot followed, till so completan wreck did the ship becorhe,
that ghe could only be Kept directly before the wind, R

_Poor Brown was in despair, but still he ‘eppou;aged- hig crew to ﬁgh;.
on bravely, . R S A T S

The pa);s_‘engers trembled with alarm, except the. major, who 'lu}ulfr:d
calmly on as if the work: going forward were.an.every day -affiiir; .amd
now and then he descended below to -c@mfu:t T,he-::ladxes--\yhg had l{?,en
convefed there to be out of danger. : » T

Just as he got on deck he saw th
the ship, while & man- standing en

if she surrendered, - = e T

« Not while T've a gun to fight,” returned Ca.p@am.‘Blmwn..:. Ve
.« We shall see,” answered the voice, as the ,sqfhoouer, putting:-up. her

JIm, raneed up on thelarbodrd ide, -+ o [ oot
hc!Ir:,; fe;}?gelé(l:nd'é the' bower-anchor of the schopner. was hooked in the
f the ship,-and a-savagebandiof pirates were elimb:
" One gun had been got ovér to-that side, and was -
pointed down to the deck of the 'schoowuer. 2 ‘Thg.i;mgjp.r" had ,];e,en‘_ ‘Infiost
assiduons in ‘dragginie ‘it over and” loading it Qa]gﬁa\r‘t ;,‘Brow&n o W.al;;m;d‘
till the bulwarks of the vessels ground @ogethgr. “¥ire ! he c:tclagrrg.ed.

The priming blazed upifrom the touch-hole, but thegun did A%!:lbt‘ 80
off. - The mate primed it afresh; but 1t aga.m-:ﬂa,s_hed;m‘tlh‘e pan. s

 «'Curses on the lubber who' loaded that:gun ' e exclaimed ; a}mdl;h:s‘

el

e sahooner: pas;sing Undgin‘"théa st‘erl}j;of
hes taffrail ha.'iled:lin ‘English' 1o ask

mainchain plates of
ing up her lofty side.-
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brm;e :f‘elloivs, wmhout t:me toreload the gitn, had to def'end themselves

from:the impetuous attacks of the'pirates.

Though the English fought bravely, they were soon overpoWered by

nurqhers; entangled as they were also hy the spars and i'lggmg ‘which
had fallen from aloft.-

The major was the onIy person who too]: it coolly, for instead of ate
temptmg to:defend the ship-ho retreated aft, and was detected by Simp-

gon 1n. heavmg a rope on buard the schooner to- asswt the plratel to get - '

on’ boal d.

- Before. the mate had txme 10 pumsh hxm for hlS perﬁdy, the deck was

won/ by the Spamarda, and the survivors of the Englnsh driven below.
The leader of ‘the irites was a tall, good-looking man.-
‘He had been the ﬁF;at on ‘board, and had erossed. blades with Captain
Brown, whom he quickly: dlsarmed and threw on the deck, |
There Iay the- poor miaster looking up at his captor, and expectmg
avery.instant. to- regeive. his: death-blow, surrounded by the dead aud
dvmg of his : erew, whlle the: savage ahouts of the vxctonuus pirates
sounded:in his ears, + . T .
. His: captor,: whoae sword was uphﬁ:ed ready to: - himn jhrough the
heart, seemed to he exammmg his eountenance attentively, -
- In mnother moment the: poor master: would have. ceased to live, but at
that instant some of ‘the buccaneers dragged forward the rich merchant,
‘IJonsFernandes ‘and other: prisoners,. and fthe major appeared on deck es-
oott: e theLtWo fair donnas, *
' orels: a:fat-fellow,  who seems. almed thh frold " eried the pxrntes,
producmg various parts of the the merchant’s dress. G
- #:0hy Senhor Browh;:Senhor Brown,.save’ me;-save me ” exclaimed
Don {Fernandes, wringing his hands. #Why did-you not run.away faster?
They -have; robbed me..of. all: the little: savings of my life, and I am a
beggan”
;- %:Ha,;haj ha !? laughed the major, but snid: nothmg
BT senhors Brown!* exclaimed the Jeader of the buecaneers, “I thought
+You are a-brave man, Senhor. Brown,'and have fonght your ship

well’ tise, your life is safe. Itis no disgrace. to be conquered by me,.

for learn'that 1. am Pepe, the-Pirate,” -
. % Pepe,.the Pirate !” cried-ll thepassengers in concert,
~ “The handsome man whp is so pohte to the ladles,” gaid. Donna
Marina, glanoing her bright eyes- at him.- -
-# Th - dreadful scoundrel ‘who , cuts zll the men’s throats[” ejacula-
Mr. Fiz, ready to sink throngh-the deck with fright,

% The :man : whoi knows toa fraction the value of every cargo afloat,”

muttered Don Fernandes, - “I:am a ruined man
.. He does not look-as if he'would do us: any harm,” murmured Donna
Iaabehtapchngmg closer to the mejor's arm. -
- % Not swh-lla i amn wﬂ:h you. my charmer ” answered her gallant pro-
tector.
Y Are you not the man, then, who ra.n away wu.h the Falr Rosamond?"
asked Captain Brown, as he rose to his feet, . °

. % The.very same; at your service, my friend. Necessuy compelled me

to deprwe you of her,” said the Pirate.

.dividua

“the voyage,. '
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o And. now you' have déprived me of ke,ncﬂ;hér vehsél " erled th
master. ~ “I-am an unfortunate wretch 7 K
* The fortune of war,” answered Don Pepe. ' e
Among the survivors, wag Simpson, the ‘mate,. though h:s h ad,
tied up- w1th a handkerchxef beneath which the bloal Wag,tnck
Dunng this converustion the major, ‘who, although he '
by the. plratt—s. retamed hig' ndmuable -self: posses
the chief, ~ ) ‘ v
" % What ” he exelalmed “my old fnend Don Jose M “tea'Pepe ?” and,
rushing forward, e threw himself into lis arms., e
« Ahtldo I~aee the gallarit Major Mondez, who 5 obl ’aa '

at the risk of his. own * crjed.Don Pepe, -

“The same ; and for his sake he now entreats "ou to

of the prisoners in your. power;’,“ i

“ 8ay no nitore about'It, your “wish i is granted’ etufned the’ plrat
“set theit minds at yest on'that geore, provided: attempt iz mode:
hide the treasure on board,  Make them lock ‘sharp aboit. lt,”?h '
in a whlsper “for we sighted a st\'ange aml thm gty ;
be; perhaps, an Enghsh man, ‘of-wart - U
- Thé hopest mate” had byen excesswely puzzled ;
remembeied havmg seen the x agor hea.ve & -rope n]

* during the action, -

« Oh you ‘scoundrel ! i he muttered <1,
on’ purpoge to betray us mto the hands of the" quabers, I
man,”
-« But)” excla.mled the ma;or, te:m 'hlmself way from’ h:s ﬁ‘:end’s :
embra.ce “in my joy at seeing you I fot & morment - forgot “to intrbduge
the fait donnas undes- my protection, . They both’ have: conmdemb[e \
property m Havenah. he; Iuspered “one is 1 widow, the’ other a
spmster.  The widow hag her” deceased “lord’s propert bemdes Ydu -
take -the wxdow, 1 will be ontent-with her aigter.’}: g '
Having given his, friend :this ;nformation, he mﬁ'oduced h1m w'lth ﬁ!ll :
form ‘to_ the senhoras, who, tetariiéd his - eourtesy'most - gracie_usly, and
miade u{) their minds that Al rates ‘were much aby e fand roalig ned ip-
s’ . g .’, .

qun Don. Femandes o]pserved the hlgh favou
stood With the piraie, a gleam of hops orossed ' his imind, f
man had been espec:a]ly attenuve to hlm ﬁom he. gorpmenee

“Obi, Senhor Major, in mevoy 81
men, for they look'as ;f thy
- Sorry for it, senhor, bu I ‘have . no’interest,

-« your gold will ayail . mora tha.n my. mterferen

only eharge.” .- ,

at Gold' gold !, IhaVe no gold!" exclmme : e

“Ho! ho! hol”. was ihe only answer . the ‘
The work of pillage. now, be an, while. the. master and hls oiew wite
lashed wack'to back round; tﬁe masts, where theylimght see then‘ prb-

' perty eamed off by the freébouters
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~Directod by.the active !mﬁigr, they were not long ix discovering the
mohey-chests of the merchant, which were forthwiil transferred -to the

schooner, rio one heeding the protestations 2ad entresties of Don Fer-

nandes, . - N o e .

 Whilo:those operations were going forward, Loh Pepe was paying the

mést devoted attention to. the pretty widow, which shereceived with
“evident pleasure ; and ‘évéry now-and-then, &% the major passed Donna

Isabelita in. the performance of his dutiew, he took the ‘opportunity of

pouring somia soft words into her ear, whicn seemed far from disagreeable.

~ A great changé had talken place in ithe'manners of ‘{hat worthy; for

instead of the indolent, phlegmatic sc.dier he had hitherts appeared, he

now seemed  an agtive, energetic wexman, whom - the pirates implicitly

obeyed-—an alteration which did ot fail ‘to attract the notice of both

Captain Brown and his mate. T ‘
__With grief ‘almost amounting to madness, Don Fetnandes had seen
- ‘chest after chest of gold: go over.tha sids, and now the pirates commene- .
o loading the sohooner, with ‘tue lighter and more valuable part of the

cargo, Lt . :
'The lnggage of the passengers of course-was not spared, and even the
persons.of them were searched, to the dismay of poor Mr. Fiz, who fully
expected that it wag préparatory to his being thrown overboard, At last,
some-trunks ahd “boxescontainihg famale gear wore handed on deck.

. * Oh, those aye our !{r'qn{ks ! eried Donna . Maring, ds she saw them,
“ Where are they goiag?? ' 7 -

"% 0On board my schooner,” answered, Doii: ].E'élpe,' with a profound bow.
~ % They will be safer there than in this ship.” : - :
.« Madre de Dios Mhow dreadfiil?” exoclaimed the widow. ¢ But

" whitare we todo, then?” L ‘
¢ Follow your. truilks, lgvely serihora,” replied the pirate, with a ten-
der ‘pressure of the hand, “The Juanhetta will afiord you tolersble
accominodation, and the attentiois of & devoted slave must make up
for all other deficieneies” - =~~~ S
. A smile was the only answer the fair widow made, -

. The major, a3 we will still call the pirate’s lieutenant, now reported
the schooner fully laden, and hinted that e heard strong indications

among the crew of a wish to hang up some of the captives; and. as he

wag speaking, some of ‘them dvagzed aft. poor Stmpson, who had made
‘8, elout Tesistance to the last, while others seized’ poor Theophilus Fiz to
executs, as their st vietim, 0 7 R
.4 The bloody-minded villaiis ' .exclaimed - Don Pepe, with an angry

brow; ag he rose froin iho side ‘of Donna Marina. * They are never

content except they are allowed to commit murder ; but: they shall not -

be indulged, , What.are you about to do with those men, villains ¥ he
exclaimed, in a loud ‘tong, which sounded in’every part of the ship.
¢ The first man. who att@x‘g;pts to injure .them shell die., How often, ay
to-day, have I'not braught a prize into ‘your hands ?-—-how often have I
ot _led you to victoryf Withdut' me your well know you could. -’
‘nothing, aid thorefors I will be obeyed. Héar me then; let , -~ . *-
go free, and got eveiy one of you on board the schooner.” . .

THE MANIAG LADY ON BOARD [HE PIRATE.

The pirates, with sullen looks, but, withott answering a woyd, obeyed,
When the crew of the hoat alone remained, he, with his owi hands, ‘re
leased Captain Brown. = = ' . DI A

“You are a_brave man,” he said, “'and deset¥e 'to live,. For your

_sake I spare; the lives-of all:an board, on-vondition that every. orié pro-
‘Ynises, never, {0'appear as witnesses againgt me of auy of my followers. .
Go and learn the detérmination of therest” . . .

“T'am very certain all Will agree,” ‘eagerly cried. Mr. ‘Fiz, who Had
overheard. the speech ; “ don’t we; Captain Brown ? - Thank yot,Sen-
hor Pirate. There's no use even-asking the vest.” I, for my part, will |

vow | never cast my eyes,on you before.”.

‘Wl,‘li\]eCﬁpt:iin“Brdwn ‘went round fo notify the I;ifate?s,-oﬁér to his
passengers and erew, Don Pepe took the hand of Douna Marita.
* Fair lady,” he said, “I am bound for the Havansh, and can offer

you a quick passage ; your property is already on boatd.”
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"I must not be eeparated from ‘my baggnge,” she answered looking
towards the schooner.

“ And. you, sweet Isaloelnta, will you proceed in the ship ¥’ said the . -

. gallant major, imitating his chief.

' 1 must not be’ separated from my sleter,” was the young lady s dis-

dreet aneWer

. s, miay be supposed there were no - dlssontmnt vmces to Don Pepe (]

e proposal "and i snother minute he and the major, with their fair

_ ohergos qnd a black . maid, were on the deck of the schooner, which stood

. a\va.y to the’ weatwar& ithe crew of the John and Mary were busily
‘ employed in repairing damages, while the ship continued on her couise.

By ‘dayhréak next morning a sail was discovered, four or five miles off,

on. the gtarboard Low, standing - towards, them, When poor Fiz, 'whor

4 'had just-tore on. deck, heard of it, he was terribly alarmed.
%Ol dear! oh dear, thig is the last time [ am ever.caught at zen, ”
he exclaimed,  “IF it 1s~another -pirate, we ghall this. time be all mur-
';doﬂed outright, and the #hip. sent 10 the bottom.”

4§ alinost, w:eh she miay be” said. poor Brown. - “ After all my losses '

I qa.n ‘never lift up my head at home.” ‘

s Oh, dont be- doWn—heaxted now,” auswered the httle Greolo, “I
believe, if it were ot for’ you, not’ one of ua would have been alive at
‘this present moment, g0 depend on it, if we ever get home safe, we w111
mike, your losses up tolyou” . .

Ag the stranéor drew _near, she: proved a ,eloop-of war, with the ﬁag ‘

of "Hngland flying from Jer peak, while the condition of the John and
Mary explained what ‘hhd ocoufred; When the sloop got within hail
she was ordered to heave.to, ‘while & boat from the man-of- war hoarded

her. .V

“By your a.ppearanee we thought that ‘you had been engaged. with.

an\enemy, said the lieateriant who éame on board, # and I'll be bound

it’s no other than the very fellow we've been sent to look after, the'no-

-~ torious Pe
“ All T can n tell you 18, that we. 'were knocked about as you see ; that
we were robbed of every thing “the; pirates conld”carry off; but that,
after we surrendered, no.one was ill-treated,” answered Ga.ptam Brown.
The officer havin asoertamed ‘from some of thé crew; who were not

8o oonsoxentlous &s theé master, the’ course the schooner had steeved: when .

she 16ft them, after assisting them in gettmg eomewha.t to rln'hts, ¥é-

" ‘turned on board his ship
) :'i‘lhe sloopoflwar th £n mads gail in chase, while the J ohn and Mary

was allowed "to- continue on her course—Captain Brown congidering
_himself very forturiate in not - being deta.med to ‘give evxdence agediist
,;he puatee if. they ‘should be oaptumd.

| THE SCOURGH OF THB SHAS.

:

GHAPTER IV

THE#I’IBATE N TROUBI.E- S

I{Is Bntannzc ma_]esty 5 eloop Sea-gull had now bee'h out six: weelu '
from. Jamaica, ernising in'sedroh of. Captain Pepe.. She had fallen in
with several vessels' plundored by him, and had‘jboarded xumbers of

- ethers ‘from whom she- Tecsived: mformahon of -higi: ‘movements, but for

some reasonor other: she had nover: been ablo to: get hold of the bold.
freebooter, ~

At last hér captam hegm to euspect that he- hnde been purposely mla-
Ted, which-vas in reality the'case, - .

In fact,; Pepe had agents; not :only in. every port,.but on board every
orujser and merchantman in the seas, so that 1t Wasas . dlﬁicult to elude
‘his vmlance as-to &1scovenhm movementy.. ;.

He has often: been - known:: to board a.- \ressel and When \pressed for .
time, to demand only certain chpsts and pa.ckages. whmh n.lways proved
to be the most valuable,- "

He néver shed blood if it could poss:bly e awo:ded, nor. was he ever
known' to ill-treat: the. pnsonera ‘who fell into-. hlB h,a.nds, prov:ded they y
made no resistance, -

The commander-of the Sea. gull was now in' hopes of, fallmg in w1th o

" the pirate before.he.could: getijnto port to dispose of; his cargo.. , .

The sloop, thérefore, stood - away. for 8t. Doraingo, the, coast of whlch
island she ran.down, speaking every vessel she, met, but . gammg no ear
tisfactory intelligence of the; pitate schooner, . - ' ;

Sometimes; indeed; a craft; answering - her - desenptlon was heard of,
but if it were her, she always managed o elude her pursuer;: or else the:
chage turned out to be gome ankee trader, o1 other peaeea.bly clleposed

" vessel,.

_At last Captam Heskette the commander of the Sea-gull was almost
i deepalr of finding. the cu fiing . pirate, and vowed if he jever came
np with him, he. would blow him and his band of mpiscreants out of -the
water together, while' the.crew whispered ‘among -themselves, that this
vessel they were so vainly looking after must be_the fiying. Dutchman;
or one of those phantom barkq well known to. crmse over the ooean to

- lure mariners to destruction, | -

_Captain Hesketts was not-qman to gnre up hlE ab]eot a.ny more tha.n
the famed Vanderdecken himgelf. ‘
' Ohe everiing, Just at. sundo n, he - s:g‘nted i large schooner etandmg

for the coast- of Cuba, to the:south of which he, then was, ... .-
Ho fired - a gun to bring her. to, but,to no effoct, and. not ten mmutels
afterwards, another vessel was seeing going .towards - the same const, &

Jittle, more to the eastward. ..It. was. impossible to say whish of . the two,
it was the most advisable. to chase, sa he followed tho one. ﬂrst Been.
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.All night the Sea-guil kept the chase in sight, and at daybreak next
morniag she was seen close in-to the Cuba coast. :

| Just, however, as the sun arose, a thick mist came over the shore,
béneath which, as it advanced, wafted slowly along by the land-breezs,
appeared, shining brightly in the -rays of the rising suiy the topsails of

_two vessels, three miles orso apart from each other. -

That one was the chase there was no doubt, while the other was pro-
bably the suil seen on the previous evening.

- A few rhinufes afterwards, however, it fell a dead calmy, and the mist

gradually seitled down'over the sen; obsouring the ‘shore and the two -

-vessels fram the sight of the English, ~
. | It was indeed- provaking ; but as probably both vessels were becalm

.éd as well as the Bea-gull, hey commander determined to gend away the -

launeh in search of the one last seen, whils he followed the one he had
ghased during the night.- o ‘ o A

' The launch was aceordingly lowered into the Water, and, with a crew
of fourteen hands, under ‘the coramand ‘of Mr. Brooks, the second lien
tenant, sent away in the:direction of the stranger. .

. After pulling to the north east. for about an hour, the mist cleared

away slightly, and exposed, close aboard of them, the sail of which they .

were in search. S s : ‘
. “ Give ‘way, my men, give way,” shouted Lieutenant Brooks, * and
the pirate will be ours in five minutes,” ' '

“In less than that:time they were. alongside a low, rh]:ish-lqoking

sehooner, but instead of any opposition being made ‘s they sprang on -

board, they were -received by a demure, puritanical-looking personage,
who, in the nasal twang of a true.Yankee, informed the officer that he

‘was the master of the schooner Pilgrim, from New York, and asked the

‘reason of their visit. - ‘
Licutenant Brooks apologized for hix mistake.

.« You are a divil fellow, and deserve a civil -answer!” said the master

-of the Pilgrim. “ Now, I ‘guess it's Pepe, the piccarooning Spaniard,

yow're looking - after. Well, then, about the end- of the middle watch, -

last night, as we lay close in shore, we saw two boats come out of a
creek right abreast of' us,' As they pulled eclose to us we gave them a
shot over their heads, but -they didn’t like our looks, I calculate, so they
want away back again in the very direction- fromi which they came.
Now, I guess they are ‘some of the very chaps you are looking after:
;nd' if you want them, there you'll find them, as snug as-rats in a
oie.” : i . ) .
Thanking the American master for his information, the English liev-

tenant returned to his boat, and pulled ‘awny towards the shore, in high
] .

hopes of captoring the renowned freebooter. - :

. % Now, | calculate; some one will put his nesein a trap,” muttered

the Yankee skipper, as he-squirted a streami-of tobacco-juice in the *i
- yection the English had-taken.” * Well, that's no business of ‘mine,”
~.and he continugd his quarter-deck walk, whistling for a breeze. . -

i The'launch: had got within a quarter of & mile of the shore, before

any ‘opening could be perceived, when, as the officer thought he must be

L
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mistaken as to the spot; he. observed @ narrow ling.of blue water runs
ning up between the trees which lined the very margin -of the sea,
“ Givé way, my boys, give way,” he shouted ; and in a fow rninutes the
boat was threading a narrow passage, with rocks’.and treés on either
side, leading into a broad lagotm. - - . . Lo
When, however, Lieutenant Brooks locked round the lakelike expanse,
and saw not thé sign of :a vessel, he bégan to ‘suspfect‘. that the Ameri- -
can had deceived him ; yet; before giving up the sgarch, he resolved tb.
examine the place to discover if there' werg any-other inlets in which. 4
vossel inight be concealed. ; - . . . . T ' !
For this purpose they skirted round the shores of -the. lagoon, and had
not pulled long, before they reached a.ihickly-wooded headland, on
doubling which, they discovered the entrance of anotlier lagoon. T
- Not a sound, however, was ‘heard; not'a boat floated o the smooth
surface of" the lake, when, on n sudden, the solemn silence was broken
by the sharp bark of a dog. ' o T
“ There are persons concealéd not far from here, depend. on it,” “eried
the liewtenant. “Give way, my lads, and if Pepé is among them, we'll.
carty him off a prisoner.” © . - ' W
~ The persevering seamen,: although fatigued by their incebsant exer-
tion, pulled up the channel:for some little - distance, till they reached &
little bjay or nool, where; .at the farther ond, almost concealéd by. the
lofty trees, they saw a lurge; schooner with a row of guns bristling from
her ports, and boarding nettings triced up on either side. - Ce
Without considering the disparity of force, they. at once made a.dash
at thestranger. Not a soul appeared on deck, nor ‘was the silence'that

. reigned over the scene broken by any sound, till, asithey were approach-

ing near, a loud derisive laugh sounded in their ears, and a black. flag
was ron up at each. mast-head, L R
The eflect was startling,.and sufficient to appal. the stoutest hearts,
but the seamen cnsouraged- by their officer, quickly recovered their
courage, and ag they gave way again, uttering a loud cheer in ‘answer,
in an instant they were alongside of the schooner. .. L ‘
As they climbed up the pide of the vessel they. endenvoured.to- cut

. with their tomahawks and eutlasses the boarding nettings, which forraed
- a strong protection to the pepple within them. =+ ' .

The .brave lientenant was the first to make a way through, but ne -
sooner did he leap down 'on deck than a lasso Wwas.thrown by an unseen
hand over his neck, and he found himsolf dragged . rapidly over. to the.
other side .of the vessel, without the slightest power of resistance.
At the same moment, from the hatehways, and from behind tho bul-
warks, Ifrom every spot where they could have . been conceuled, up
sprang some sixty siout seamen or more, and with loud shouts and cries
fell upon the English who had followed their leader, .
~ One after one, as they leaped down on deels, they were treated ad he
bad been, till the whole paity were fairly caught and pinioned, o
The more they siruggled the tighter the fopes ‘were drawn, dnd the
iouder they swore the mmore uproarious became the derisive laughtor and
abuse of their opponents. = - : St e ]
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It was a very disagreeable position, and considering the sur of charae. .

terd into whose hands they had fallen, not without a considerable amouat
of danger.: o S Wt

Few men like to feel ropes.round their neck—the Spaniards might at
any moment be ternpted to.run them up to the yard-arms; aud that
such would be the fate their commander was convinced; from the fierce
looks and expressions which passed among their captors. - - -

The one who appeared to be the captpin of the pirate:-band, had
hitherto 1ot spoken, though foremost in séizing the British lieutenant.

He was a tall, fine-looking man ; his costume wae’ rich and elegant,
betraying the nautical dandy, witl not a slight dash of the privateer.
As he advanced towards the captive officer, he made him a bow of mock
politeness. - N S S ,

“ Bo, Senhor Tenente,” he began, “you wished to pay us a: visit it
seems, - It is thus we receive those who are unwelceme. - Now I dare

eay you expect to be shot, or hung, but you are mistaken, we are not
butchers—we must, however, give you e lesson you will not easly for-,

get—not to put your head into a lion’s month. -You shall then be wel-
“come to your boat, to find your way back to your ship as best you can.”

.“We are your prisoners, and you may murder us if you like ; but
depend upon 1t, if you.do, you will some day hang for it,” answered the

lieutenant, who understood u little Spanish, and was enraged at the pi-,

rate’s coolness 3 “and let.me ask you'who you are who dares to oppose

the British flag? ‘ F . . -
“J—I am Pepe, and care no more. for the British flag than Ide for

my pocket hankerchief” - . -~ - = o :

“Pepe ! I thought s, answered the lientenant : “and depend on it, -

if you are caught you will grace a yard-nrm.”
“Probably "’ ‘'was the only answer, as the pirate-turned ‘away, and
without further notice the Spaniards began belabouring their prisoners
in:the most unmerciful mahner, though' the. officer eseaped the same
punishment, -‘while the men swore that, they ‘would some day have their
vengeance on the scoundrels. - They were then led below, and compeli-
ed,to perform all the most menial offices, with knrves held at their backs
to 'urgé them on, and every now and then a pirate would prick his
weapon ‘ipto the flésh of his captive, to expedite his movements,
he lisutenant had remained on deck for some time ruminating on his
fate, when he was' aroused'by a pirate with a kick, and ordeged to get
b_e10w o wait at the captain’s table. * Brookes had ho power of resis-
- ting, g0 he was compelled to' obey, What was his' astonishment, how-
ever, on entering the eabin to find it ornamenied in the rnost costly
style, while at the table set two young and’ beaitiful women. * At the
headof the board was Pepe, and at the foot his quondam friend and
lieutenant; =~ i o - .
' We have sent for you to prove how well an Englishman can serve
- hig masters,” said the pirate, 1n a scornful tonie. *“Now take care that I
am not deceived.” e o
¥ In heaven's name, do tot resist” whispered one’of the ladies, near
whom the officer was standing. “It will make him' furious, and the
sonsequences may be fatal to you” ‘ ' o

¥

e
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1 amin your power, and it’would be' madness in 'me. o' refins,”
angwered the officer. " “Besides,” he added, with 'd Tow bow, “when']
serve ladies so fair as thededt ¢an alone afford e pleasure”” ~ '+~

. “Bravo " exclaimed the) pirate, clapping his hands. “An’ English-
mah tutned courtier,; You deserve to be free at onve: * I only wished to
piove you. Youars|a brayé fellow, and shall sit down and join. enr -

- feast. " Here, Domingds, cast loos¢ this gentleman’y arms, - Now"allow

me" to ‘introduce you to Donna Marinn Montes, may lady wife, and ‘to
Donna’ Isabelita Mendes Pinto, the wife of - my particular’ f:itil;d ‘and
lieutenznt; Dor Rodrigo Monléz, a' lineal descendiint of the celebrated-
traveller, Ferdinand Mondes Pinto, of whonj-you no doubt have heard,”

On this name being mentioned . up ‘sprang.our fiend the majar, for

the astonished licutenant, l'lag.mie'({E him aseat, . ' j

. no_less a person was thereby iudioated, and, with' a profoynd bow to

The: ladies bent theit heads: gracefully and emiled sweetly, and in:a
minutd afterwards the Engligh ligutenant and the Spanish” Pirate “were
hob-nobbing at each other in the raost amicable way possible. . Pepé's
mood seemed entirely changed. =~ . 0 oo e

‘He langhed, talked, and joked ; the ladiés joined with: spirit;in “the
conversation, of which the major; or rather Don Rodrigo. Mendes \?inf?,‘ :
monopolized the greater part. = . .1 . G

Adter the repast was concluded, Donna Maritia and her sister, aceom.
pazicd by the lover of the latter, took their guitars; and sang, till Lieu-
tenant Brookes almost forgot where he was, and how hé hadlately beén
omgaged, ., oo T

“ You little expeofed to find such a reception as‘ws prepared for you

‘on deck,” snid Pepe, addressing his guest, and laoghing ;  still less o

see the manner we live on board, For much are’we. indebted 'to ‘the

- ladies you see_before you. ' That they were here you knew 'from wmy.

friend Captain Brown, of the John and Mary-—Ha, ha, ha !' He com
plained of our treatment of him, and gavé you evety information to dig-

" cover us.. I know all about it, . Nothing escapes fie—Ha, 'lia, ha ¥’

“ t:is the case,” answered the lieutenant. * Your information seems
houndless.” L R S

“Yes, you are right. There is not a yessel which sails on these deas
of which T have net an exaét account, and.scarcely & man-of-war either
on board of which I have nota spy. Now, while;you. were looking for
me in one direetion, I took good care to be in another, and was'well em-
ployed in visiting the Havanah, where my friend and 1 had the happi-
ness of being united to our respective brides, . Carfamba ! they are wo-
men of spitit, and instead of yemaining guietly at home preferred coth- -

' i

ing with us to sea. W hat'think you of that, Senhor T“-’f“ente! We

are happy men, are we not®” .- . .- 0 S
* “Certainly, senhor, as long as you avoid the rope,” bluntly answered
the officer. ! e T

Pepe’s brow grew black as night, and Donna Marina cast an implor- |

. ingy logk towards the rash spedker,

# I may do something to.desecve it yet,” a‘ns'wer;;ed‘, Pepe. *“ And these
words may yet cost you dear. Hore, Domingos, conduct this British offi-
ser on deck again, and let all his men be collected from below.”

.




W ' , THE-BLACK CRUISER ; O,

‘ The order was matantly oblayed ‘and wnh scarcely time to bow to the

ladles, ‘who had ev;dentiy 1uti'rested themselves 1n-his fate, the lieuten-
ant found ' himself again bound and standing on the deck of the vessel,
surrounded by his men. ..

Th;1r£eat was stnll alongszde, ‘but mthout sall mast, oar or spa.r ¥ of
any ‘kin :

Wlthauthfarther ceremony theu- linibs were loosed and they were or-
dered o find their way into the boat. She was then taken in tow by
wo of the pirate’s boats, which at orice puiled out towards the sea.

L What's going to happen : ﬂow\?” exclaimed one. of. the Englléhmen
“ The rascals are not goirig td take.us out hoere to shaot us, [ hops.”

“ More likely to cazt us adnft and let us ﬂoat about till we are starv-

¢d,” said another,

* Silence, men,” cried then' commander ; “you are still afloat in your
own boat, and must not despan'. Qurx Bhlp will certainly be off here-be-

fore hma to 1ook out ior s, and I have every hope we :shall be plcked ‘

up, M

The wien said na mgre, but gat looking nnxwusly towards the pirates,
expecting every moment to see them lift the muskets by their sides to
theu' shonlders, and give’ them a qmetmg volley. 'On, however, 'they
pulled across the iagoon through the outer passage, and at length clear
~ed the land directly out to sea.
" On, on they pulled, till even the pirates, hardy as they were, and ac-
- custgmed to the cllmate. began to weary.
At last they cast off, and With shouts of mockmg laughter, returned

to the shore, Leavmﬂ the English crew to their fate—desth by hunger -

and thirst, with the most drdadful torments, was what 1hey must ex-
peet if not succored. Foy some moménts even ihe ‘sioutest gave way
to despondency, 1ill they were aroused by the voice of their commander.

A word from him cheered their spirits. ~ He reminded them that they -

still ‘had the means of sending the boat through'the water, for that thé
pirates had neglected to take the bottom boards and thwarts out of the
boat, or te’ deprive them. of ‘their clothes, whlle some still had their
kmvgs hanging round their necks, -

" Undet his directions they tore up thé bottom boards and manufactured

& spar—not a very stout one, but suﬂiclent for the sail they could set’

upon it.

With their shirts sewed tomether they formed 4 gail, while the linings
of their- jackets served to iorm ropes and yarns to strengthen their
masts. The remainder of ‘the bottom boards and some of the thwarts
served for a rudder and ofrs,

These preparations took them fill dark, till when they were afraid to
move, lest the pirates should observe.them. They then ‘made. zail in
the direction their ship had gone-—for the wind was fortunately fai—
and paddling at the same time, by daybreak the next moriing they had
un many leagues along shore,

They weie afraid fo pull very close’ to land lest. they might be observ
ed by any other piratical bands ; but they kept d bright lock out ali the
tnne ifor thelr own ship, in the hope that she mighy "have put back 1o

- still-find, hirn,” obgerved Lieutendut Brooks, - "~
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look for them, In vam, howaver, they toxled on, under ia tropmai ‘&,
without 2 drop of 'water to giench their burning. thirst ; not 0. sidl- ap~
peared- dotting the smooth surface of the. shmlna oeéan. - k]

One by one the men sanks bauk exhausted’ ﬁom their lahaur, but the
officer urged theim on by woids of* encouragemeht tiiking his*furfi‘at the
paddles with the rest, - Even he,howéver, felt’ his | stxength demeasmg.

- when, towards evemng, a8 He' v\rés castmg hlB achmg eyck tounid: the how

rizon, the white eanvas of a-ship, shining i in the r.ws ‘of the settmm Sun, ‘
met his sight, a'little on the larboaid bow.. e
. Their course was altered'a point or'so to et her; but 51‘111 the oddh
were very much against their beingseen durmrr the st’u"ht, aﬂd even the:t
she might riot prove ready to suceor them. A

- It was an anxious time ; *for the sun Went dowh, and darlmess i-ap-
idly covered the face of the.deep;and, as yet, the: $hip was far distant;
Soon the veil of night completely hid her, Wheil! last seen,: “however,
ghe.was, as far as they 'cold judge, standing towa.r;is them closé: hnuleti
on the larboard tack, but's shift of wind imght ma]:e her go about a,nii
then to a cerlainity miss thém,

'The wind was so light,’that neither she not t.hey could make much
way through the water; and ‘ thus - their- anxwty was 'of necessity pro~
longed. At last the moon, to their great joy, rose above the water; hes

.pale beams falling on the whlte canvass of a sl‘np, not half’ o mxIc
‘ghead of thém. . - - . :

They shouted, as if they (.ould be hea.rd ata dxﬁtance. E:he steadlly
advanced towards thent : agam they shouted and an answeunrr cheer ‘

came down (o their ears. N N
They coold not be mistaken, ahe wis the Sea-gnli and ‘ina few mm—

- utes they were on her déeck,.and. receiving the confrratulanbns of their
_ shipmates on their niarrow- esdaper

' No sooner had - ‘Captaint, Hesketts received: ‘an account of the adven-

'J»

boats and attack the pu'ate. R :
Fortunately for his purpose, the oﬁ' breeze’ freshened and long be!ore

daybreal,  the: &ea-gull was the oﬁ‘ mnuth of: the lagoon where Pe(‘!e
lay cencealed.

“The corvetle stood in as ciose as she cohld venture, whcn all her hoats
being spgedily manned, they at once pulied in for the: lagoon, fed': by
Lieutenant Brooks, who in - spxte of his fatxgue, ms:stéd on pl}.otmg the
etpedmon 3

In the most profound silenice they adv atmed throurrh the nuter passnge
across the lagoon, and- into the inner crek, - ° ‘=

“In another instant - they éxpected 1o be esngaged wnth thé form!dﬂ.ble
mrate but, on rounding the-point, the sehoouer was nowhere. to' b seet‘l
They ulled to the head of the ereek’; mot a ‘sound’” “broke tbe sulincss
of nignt, not a sign of any-vessel appeared SR )

« Ho has shifted his berih td no great distance, ptobably, and we magy‘,

vt

The buats - accordingly pulled vound 'the lagoon!into ever} creek and’
bay, and the sun was already’ high in ‘the hea.vens before they: ‘had exs -
plored half of if. ‘

‘
o
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. -I"}.'.GY.‘ b_rqught up for ashart time to refresh the men: and then conti-
‘nue;di theiy -Jabours, but..in vain ; not .a sign was there of Pep'e‘,of his

- vessel, B TP T
.. Qur hero, for so gught. Pepe to be called, was not eo Quiie grecn as
the English- supposed, to be ;caught .in_the way they expected ; for no
soorier had the boat full of prisoners; got- out of sight, thaiy he o dered
theicables to be cast off from' the shore; and slowly warped 1he schione

towards thie mouth of the lagoon, ... . 4 . . IR
As soon gs it was dark, he rap out and stood awayto the eastward,
wh!le .t‘hq‘Engllsh{as h¢ ;calculated they would, were. looking out for
their ship from an opposite direction.. ... . o '
dezyous in a lagoon a day’s sail more 1o theeastward, in order to dispose
of the remainder of his cargo, before he returned to Havannah, he made
the best.of his way thither, . .. . - . . . .
T T}ha vesgels he expected arrived at, the same. time, and, having givcxi
hiny gold in exchange, for - his  varions “commoditics, .agaiti took. their

departure. Pepe ought to have dotie the same.” But Donna Marina was . |

unwell, or. unwilling, to go to sea that day, and . Donna Isabelita wigh-

: zd gf)&spclnd a longer time.in the romantic =spot<whe.revthe' vessel lay con-
ealed, .. .- P ' T T

.1t wasa lovely evening, the heat of the day wase r.;oale& by, a gentle

seu.-breeze,.the ‘tall and' graceful treés, behind which the sun had just

suntly, cast. their shadow on the smooth waters of the narrow inlet out of

+ 'whigh every instant' lenped inumerons fish, rippling ats. surface as they
egain fell into their tranquil home,’ o Lo

. Fhe two ladies were seated..on the deck. of the schooner, their sweet

voigés.accompanied . by, their guitars; while ‘their husbands lay at - their

feet admiring their beauty and’ listening to ‘their melody. o

.The pirates, after.the work of the, ddy was over, lay about the decks

erther “psloep, or - playing at_cards, or, narrating their adventures—the

great resource of seamen of every age and climel, . L

., Disciplinie had become very slack of late.on board ; the ladies, it is to

be féared, had gomething to do with it. . A man had been stationed at

t}_ne-foretop-mast-head, to keep a look-out towards ‘the sea ; he had left
hig post, and had ouly just returned ; with a sharp cry he aroused those
on deck to.sudden petivity— . | ' ‘

" * Five boats pulling up the creek:with"the énéig'ﬁ of Er‘;gla‘lhfid‘ flying -

at their sterns” .-

- -#To arms ! to arms ! responded along the decks. The pirates rush-
ed to their stations, and their guns wére loaded and run. ut. o
.,%Lower a boat gud carry the.ladies on shore,” whispered Pepe. to his
lieutenant.- “ We must not expose them 1o thé work we have on hand,”
_:The ordex was_instantly obeyed,in, ipite .of Donna Marina’s enireas
ties o be allowed to remain on board, ', . - | '

»,:;ii’iw_‘ho;,wa;.s.sta"‘orl_‘ed,;:gl;.ﬁhgumést—hep,d ? exclaimed the captain.
“Come here, . You did mot give due notice of the approach of those
. boats. If we arecaptured, 1t will be owing \to. your negligence. Re-
oeive, ypu;(ﬁrewizr(].’? - As heepoke, he levelled a pistol, and: the man

‘He thus easily got offi nnperceiv.ed.'bﬁ:t‘,“ﬁs‘ ho had ‘fizpllig'aiﬁtéd. aren

~ly sistersinlaw; and is ‘one of -the

.
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- fell.dead.: -* Let that be:d-warning to -.j’ou,- my. men,” he .exula;mgdf,=-'in

have tio merey to expect at;the hands of our enemies o .- % ;
'As he spoke, the boats were ‘close a: board of them.. % Fire.he: exe

claimed, and the whole broadside of ,the schooner was disohiarged-at the -

advaneing boats. -~ SEart L et e e e e
The iron shower did not stop them for an instant, but the crews, with -

a fierce voice. **'We:must have nofurther_trifling;. for'depend on is;we

loud shouts; sprang more vigorously. to their oars, ¢ - [ -

. Mady, however, were killed or: wonnded, and more than one shot'pas-
ged between wind and water., - o oo s oo eyt
. In aninstant they were alongside,~one boarding on thebows, another .
astern; and. -the seamen vere scrambling -up 'the-. sides “of -tha pirate
schooner, Nothing could withstand their fury,-and:the pirates knew
what they had to expeet, for. among them they recignised their late cap-
tives, ' B P o o
The struggle was fierce, for ‘the Spaniards fought with desperation, .
but they were at length cornpelléd to give way ; many werd cut dowh,

somie were driven below, but the greater number leaped overboard,

The English:seamen wiskied o follow. them' i their beuts; but go-
well had the broadside done its work, that they.were found half-full
of water. ' . ST e
" The pirate’s late captives were the most savag;-and as- they were
swimming for their lives, several :were shot."dead by the muskets of
the marines. . E T TP T T 1

‘W hat had become of Peje no one could tell: ' :He might hiave estaped
on shore, or been killed in the water:: | An.empty vessel and a:dozen

~ Spanish prisoners was all that remained to'the-victors, -

When the leaks in the bosts were stopped, andthey were baled otit,

a few men ‘being left 'on boerd to-guard ‘the' prize,.the remainder: pulled
on shore in search-of -the piratesiwho had escaped; ¢~ i 7 5
They wandered about inrevery diréetion, but not s’ sign of; them could:
they discover, ‘and- at length! they were compelled ‘to’ return; onv board:
the prize. She was got safe out, and the pirates were tried) and hanged.
. Bome years. afterwsrds; lietonant- Brookes; theif . comimander, was
ordered in his ship to°look! itito: the: miagnificent harbour of Havannah,
While ho lzy there he was,invited by a'British merchant résiding thers,

IR
3

_to make a short excpusioh intu theinterior. :The ‘first ‘night-they stopped

at the house of- the merchant; the riext at 2 magnificent-quinta, belong
ing to oue of the most weallthy and respectable msi in'thetisland, v
“ He is rather an extensive'dealer in slaves,” observed' the-merehant,
“but that is thought nothifg of here. - He:has a charming: wile,; a loyes:
‘nost -courteous -and:* hoapitable men T
knb'w';”.‘ : 3 ‘ Tl T 1t ,,Ii"“;"‘-'wyi_"""‘, A Srha :" s i
« By all means, let us'pay him a visit” said Captain Brookes. -

The two visitors were ushiered, into a magnificent. saloon - withi

highly pobshed -floors, and Mitrors, Jor that was all they’ could petceive,
as the thick Wlinds were leloseti to -exdlude the heat of ihe diy. “Phs.
owner of {Yie mansion; & :i_ﬁign’iﬁéd}’ﬁn:éﬁldoking"mah,'Of‘it)ﬂi‘ﬂdlb‘ e, ter
seivei ‘lhém"‘wlith‘the-'gl’eﬂwst*pdlifehés'ﬁ.‘“ e RS
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to my fair sister-in-law; Donna Isabélita Mondes Pinto” ¢

"Tho ladies answered courtovusly, and ‘wére evidently smilibg.. ‘It was
a pity they.could not be seen. 'Captain Brookes fancied he recognised the
voice of -his host.” At length the servants bronght in- a dozen or more
wax-lights. Oaptain Brookes examined the countenance of his host more
attentvely. L -

" Pepe, the Piraté ! burst from his lips. o
. *The game,” was the afswer, Mand happy again tb have Senhor

- w Allow e to introduce, 'you‘ to my wife; Donna M arina Montes, and

'

Brookes as his guest—ha;-ha, ha S o
- 'Oaptain. Brookes vowed that he never spent a pleasinter evening in
his lifé than he did in the mansion of the wealthy and respected planter,
DoniJose Montes, ci-devant Pepe, the Pirate, - - - ‘ -

CHAPTER V.
FURTHER PARTIOULARS ABOUT DON PEPE,

¢ 1 rancied that I recollect the name of Pepe when you mentioned
it,” I observed, when Green had concluded his narrative.” ““And now [
remémber all' about our amigo. I also fell in with hira when 1 was in
the West Indies and heard of him constantly. L
;. Lam sorry to say, that Donna Marina has had as little success in re-
forming him as wives in general have in improving their rakish husbands.
Bhe has however, perhaps made hini. more cautious, and, as he has run
his head into one noose, he.takes care to keep it out. of another.

If| he is no longer . pirate, he is as great a dealer in slaves as any in’
the Havanah, and, it 18 well known, that his vessels commit a little
quiet piracy. whenever they have an opportunity, withaut fear or deteo-
tion,!.. He is said to prodigiously rich, and: to own moré slaves than any

- in the island.” B e T
- “In fact, you would say he is a notable instance of the success of
villapy, and e shining example to all men to turn rogues” observed .

Haggis,

- # Bxactly, doctor. If ﬁher\é were 1ot another and bettér world, where-

we hope to moor ship at last; many a man might be content o bring
up i the -unsheliered bay, where Don Pepe has chesen to anchor,”
obsefved. our good captain.: “Bat, remember, he had bad holding?
groud ;. the wind may shift and drive him out {o sea, without compass
or - provisions, or  dash him to pieces on the ‘rocks, When a villain is
painied, that reflection shounld ocour to every one. But you were going.
, ;io lgdiye us _an account-of your adventures in-the West Indies, Mr. Fair-

10 B o el o :

X was sir, and 1 will gladly do.so,” Lreplied. *1 was at that time
jun.i_o:r Iieutgnant of the Yictor, brig-ofwar,, We had been cruising for .
some time in different paris of the Carribean Sea, when we at length/
returned to Jamaica, We had not Jong lain in Kiugsion harbour, when
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it wnﬁ up anchor again, and: we were drdered tojmake the best:of onr

. way to Havanah.; On legving the island, we stood: ovet to the:-Quba -

coast, when, the wind comihg offi' the land, we areable to lay:our.course..
to-the westward.  The eveniyig was -drawiig ofi *as we - passedpoint
Escondida, and by the time Wwe:were offithe mouth of: the bay.of Guidne.
tanamo, it was almost'djrk. " Guantanatho ia ‘4 fine, deep bay, the

- shores are beautifully. wooded;-and highly picturesque, and :there!are be-

sides numerous snug little h

rbours in .it, where ajvessel may be secure,

" either from the storms of Heaved or frora moxtal fpes. . -1

"« We'll just lock into thi> bay, and see if, by chance, any, $1_a'vi'lng‘ g,e;n-‘

* tlemen are brought up thére” gaid Captain- Benkiam, our--commander-.

“We shall be‘out again before ‘dark. . It never:does to leave -any- spot

unsearched ; if you do, what you iare logking for 18 wure fo bg ‘theye\,.’. S
So we. made a board over to the west shore, an:dz-thgn =stchl- right up

the hay.. T T I U Y N T T
Nane of us, however, expected to find any vessel in there, ~ -

5

[

' 'We stood on for a mile.pr so;;when, as we.opened one of ithe, harbors-

T spoke of on the west shore; we observed: a brig.lying. at anchor, with
her sails loosened, just ready.apparently to.get under weigh, . She.Had
hitherto been concealed from us- by & high"pomt,‘g{,,thackly-‘govelfeld.-Nvl,th .
trees. | . R P A R AN RUIOEES N '
« About ship,” exclaimed: the captain, ; * We must get glgngglde t_l%at :
fellow and overhaul him, for if he’s virtuous m very much. misfaken.” .

R i)
Lo

About we went %o as to keep outside of her, that.she might. not.slip -

away, bit, after making two or.three short boards, it fell - a flat. caim,.
and there we lay utterly unable to'move. - - . .0 g
« Qur boats,” cried our skipper: * it will: never -do, to. wait, here pll
night without paying that fallow a visit. - ‘Wilson,” to' gut;ﬁrﬁt._fl_ieutja.r‘;-f :
ant, “you will lead in the gig;-Fairfield; do you take the pinnace.... W

will try and come up.to. you if there should come, a breath- of -wind | to

help ue along, Stay, however,; first. fire a shot,-to. see-if the fellow un..

derstands good breeding, and will send 2 boat on beard.of ms.” . ...\ +.,

... The gun was fired, and’ the Jjoise went reverb‘g&}'hﬁing.@mgzqi;:gi,,‘tliaé;glpgké‘ .
and trees. which fringed the bay, but itdrew no response from the stran-.

~ ger.. We were all ihe time anxiously, watching her  with- our. glasses.
“We could make ot that she was a large vessel, and plg;ced,.appgxquﬁy,, ‘
er

for some six o eight gunsion each side.. We obsprved, also, & num
of boats passing coritimiously batween. the biig and the shore., ..

D
- % They, have found out ;what weare;.and are latding. their. slave f, 1
any afiaid,” said our captaii.. - * Bear a hand and get'.the boats ready, -
ry lads ; we must pu a;ttea tothat” T
The boats were soor in'the water, foi every, man worked. with a will..
- 'Wilson leaped into his boat and shoved off, and 1 follgwed

nacé, Our crew gave way in ‘style,and the shipis gpm"p‘q;i .

as. we leit the side. . We went through the water at a treméndois rate,

. and soon Teached ?;he"rr‘mgq:th'df;the smaller hﬁrh&ﬁ?;' i;i'fwl}idhf;hé brig

lay.. . O T Y L S S AL

" “When thus far, we jopc:}f:‘,’é;d another point, and, as'we did so, the %a}ga
and rhasts of a large schoptier came into view. ' There was just suthcr
s E K ":“‘ l-; N "\l o Sl 4

f

T
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cnty light for ug 1o see- the. Spamsh Enmgn run up at her. peak. Before
we. Had pulled: many ; strokes farther, a ahot from the. schooner came ﬂy
mg over-our heads, '

.4 What can this mean ?” Ifthought “ She does not take us for a pi

_rate, I suppose. - Parhapa; ghelis one herself,”. -

% That ere footbell was’ plaguy near,” said Toth Hardmg, tha ‘80X
swain.of ‘the pinnace, - *:The sooner wegives them chaps as sent it the\
tasts-of oitr citlaeses the better for vs, my boys."

He had searcely apoken, when.a whols shower of shot ‘came hurtlin i
through. the-air, and dashing np the water on.every side’ ‘atound us. One
came so'near that it actually sent -the spray over us, and: Went sklppmg
on along way, astern of ug. - .

Wilson waved. his hand for‘mé o foliow. mI on we dashed wnh grea-

ter ehergy than -befors, - There is nothing like the sound -of firing in -

 their ears to make brave seamen hurry on to the place whence it comes.
As we advanced, however, the schooner gould not fire 4t us without
running o chanee.of hitting the brigi--The latter vessel had not all the

time’ fired- asmgla shot,-~/This seemed - vexy-strange, and 1 could not.
account for it... The brig lay with hsr- head towards the shore. Not '’

soul -conld: we seo'on her decks. -~ .
Wilson pulled up on the port slde—-I boarded on the starbeard We
expected to be saluted -with a showet of shot and grape,” ‘but to our sur-

prise/ not " the slightest opposltlon was-made, -~ We sprang upon deck at -

the same moment, and-as we did-so we distinguished some of - the bng’s
‘orew tumbling in'a tremendous. hurry down below, e\ndently expectmg
that we should cut them to picces,

I éuspect that'if ouy people had got gt 'I:hem, they would at alt avents
haye broken: their” heads, for ithey-were very. justly in.a- great rage at
ha.vmg been fired at by their; 'eonsort, for such ‘we iipposed the séhooner
1o b, The brig was a very large vessel nearly three hundred tons, L

dare ' say; and was, moxebvet gtrongly armed w1th 2" long - swivel, gun

‘nm:dshlps, and six long nines,
This puzzled us-&till more to know why she did nut attempt to defend

herself for if her guns, ‘had beén well worléd; she might have sunk both

- ouy boats. "Herd 'we ‘were, masters of ' the ship. = We accordingly looked
down' the hatohiweiys, and stfimoned- the crew to appear before us, uot,

liowevet, without some suspicion that 1hey mlght fire at us ﬁ'nm below, -

or play.us gorte other cowardly trick. -
At last; after bawling at them for i some tlme, a iellow made hig ap

petrance with a lantern in his hand, followed ' by several others in the

vsual dress of Spanish seamen, Among them I obsenred one on whose

coat gorne gold lace was. glittering. -

o Hxllo, Bir, who are you?”:@ said, catchmg hold of the genﬂeman

% Come forward, and shoW yourself "

b Sono aspu'n.nte de Marmha.,” he answered in a temﬂle fnrrht, lest 1
‘ should cut him down;

‘He meant to.say that he was a Spamsh midshipman, but what basi-
¢ ‘riess.hie or the ‘orew had on1board that Vessel we could not tell, till he
_ contrived {o explain to us that she was a prize qaptured by ‘the schodtier

-—whmh schooner was a Spamsh man-of-war. i o

I

mswummomﬂmm sk

-4 Tell that to the marinesi . gaid: Wilson, 4 Shtms sbmwaa'eaily i
rate; or she would not havelfired-at us. _ghuWever; overhaul thié
vessel,-dnd sée if we: canfmqk‘ f'mo SR

We accordingly made the| Spamards understand hatr ‘we, wantel *ail
the. lantema ‘they” ‘gould muﬁter and~when thay ers: b)‘oqfrh :

" Wilson: Kept the: decky I wenk Below to-examine: the ship’ through o
" The*erew looked very v11nchétwely at-lig a8 We' } a]suﬂim- e
'agmed that I could:detect adetisive” smile lurking ' -

mouths of most of Ahern:
a shaver outwaid  bouhd : S "

Her hold contained a large; aasortmeht of prmted cottons of ¢ gay coloura,; .
to barter for slaves; 4 ldrge C0) pper ‘canldron to” Bpi l; the', fann}/m,. the:.

-foed o which. they-are fed, hnd besldes thnf, abmt,,‘ ance of yizmlu glto- .
form the slave deek. - A

1 teported-what I'had see!h to leson on my retum on deck
" “She is a slaver, theta =ih 1o “doubt :6f it~ Ile*gobsewﬁ w,
suppose the story of the Spq,msh ‘Iﬂldshlpmm‘l. dd tr
the Jolly boat; and go“on b?aid the sehodet to :

"1 will, remain ‘i chatge of; this: véssel Hill- yoil“iesurni - - -

S Ay ay,” I rephed "and’ - 'allmg my 'Bﬁat s«craw;li Wwiis gooft: - y

way towards the schooner, ' As I got near, 1 dlscover.ed “that tha'had'a -

spring on’ her ca.ble. and it she gﬁaduaﬂy hi'mgmgiher bmadside:

to biear directly. on’the: big:

1t was.with no very pleas?mt uensatlon alsu. thal
we were almost aboard of her; I’ “porceived that. h ére- .
sed 5o as tp bear directly down upon s 5 exeep huwevei' that ohe folt
rather flattered that guck viit  ple ratwus should'be made for the re-
ception of an Enghsh jolly “boat. %

No opposition Was- oﬁ'erenj to, ouir

: ng- we
~ could; but. the - gangway. was not fnanﬂed nor, ,’ “’ther respea-t A

peid, such as we had a Tight to-expedt- o wsltmg iiHe; ship:of-wat of 'a
friendly. power. . Well; whip T'got on deck, I beheld 4 sight for which I
certainly was not prepare ‘Thi whole deck fdré andaft; was l1g’hted

" up with lanterns, the erew of 1 should say, ot o wo huhdred men,.. -

were, a1 their quarters, and, ‘there 'were aucty ‘maring
tial array, with shouldered rhuskets, and-swords by

fierce enough to, swallow uisiwhole if we had ahowgl fig]

You 'may ,}ust faney. me, {with ' may Yandful- of senmen.‘@teppnﬂg ovmx‘
the gangway.. Dxrectly facing me gtoad the' :mghty gornmanderof - this
band of heroés, with -a ‘Grdwd’ of Qﬂicers, coveréd th gbld 1&09 aud

" eocked hats, grouped. i)ehm hlm.

He was a short mian, and" \rery ‘fat, and he seamed o' have seleeted‘
the largest ‘¢doked “hat ever mannfa.ctured to cevefrhis head 1it-order to
add 'to his dignity’; but what e’ ighly prided hﬁmseli' on gtill “more,
wes a pair of huge moust;a,ohes, hmh cuzled up. m‘ 'tha truo“Don

Whiskerandos style, " .
“He Jooked very like a vain turkeymck When i'm-ynrd ‘i vmted- ‘

K by &, stranger. I héard soxcie. Joud” grumhlmgs as I Ridt c&ught slght of
'ttus foarful persanage, whmh ‘afterwards resolved th’emseives into gun-

.
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dry ferocious oaths, . at: least 850 I suspected from the expression of Im '

" gbunitenande, ang. the worils ;naldzcho ‘carramba; &e.; which came out
among them ; but .this mattored very little, so neither, I nor any of my
pf-nple conld. undgrgtand & word . he geide, . o

, S'J,‘zatkg,ng ouy;silence for- contempt, 1. _Suppose, he grew furmus tw1r]mg

h}s moustache with fga(rﬁzi energy, and. stamping ;on the:. deck ag if he

-were  anxious to symmon. gome. .one fron: beneath to hig ageistance; at
‘lngt; he; wonnd .up; by ¢lapping his, hand: on .the thilt, of his sword—a

.movement. which was: Jollowed: by all his nfﬁéer -1 stood firm. Not, 0 -
Ry men, who grasped thls cutlasses, and I heard one of them wh1sper ;c.

_ahothers—, . 3 :

ok We, shall ha\rp 4. 80 1mmagﬂ may be, qfter all,,wlth them hém
‘.stra.ng‘e Dons. . We, shal* have ermugh to 4o .to hes,ve them all ovex
" board”

" And, hy Jove' I, beheye it T had Ied 1hem on, they would Just a
;w:llmgly and gmerrlly havé‘]eaped down‘among 1he Dops, and laid_about-

them with, Hght good will, a8 havestood quiet where: they were. . .
'At Iast, 1 thqught it waé time. 0.8y somethm £0jn A sort of lmgua

) frpnca, I asked, the .captain why. he had fired (at, us s but, the ,oply dn--

-gwer ], got was 4 further. vﬁ;lley of oaths, wmdmg up w:th “ nan. zntemla
uétedes.' o i
i ;.Lask you,, Imepaate@ in. Enghsh . pWhY dld you ﬁre at us, s when
you must have séen our flage; and know that we were, friends 7"
The captaih on, t}ns ﬁhoak his, head and, turmnrr mund called to’ some

K ona in another, part.of the’ ship, : Immedxately' s man came aft and 5a-

lqted ug n, very mood " B glih, ‘with # Your servant, sir,”

" Lwas afraid, from : ceent, 1hat the fellow was an Enghshman,' ‘

though he mlght pérh pE }mve ‘been, . Amencan. . The eaptain agajn
' ;uttered 4 very, long senitence, lookmg fiercely at me all the time, - -

W4 He»asks, sir,”, saxd ‘the intérpreter, “ how you and your people ven
_utqred to:go on, board‘lthe bng yonder, - when he ﬁreq you off 27 ;

{4 Tell. him,” I replied,  because I - was obeying orders. ~1 belong ‘to «

a\BFl,tlBh man—of-war, apd my captmn desired mg, with another officer, my

-syperior; to. overhaul the. brlg We have done 8, and we have ful}
. ev:dence,:that ghe-s.a slqver.

. Again the Spanish captain sﬁlﬁttered {orth 8 lontr sentence, whlc-h the'

mterpreter expla.med
i He knows. that she 1s a sla.ver, sn'," he sa;d « and he has therefbre

captured her under. the same -treaty. that ‘you capture slaves; and,:as
-ghe is his. prize, he wis consequently very angry that you. should ven~
ture on board without hia Jeave”:

; * He moay say-what he hkes,” I replxed Bt now ask him, how ;hé

.‘dared 1o fire on the, British flag, when he, musf; know that if he were
doiug ipll that was Jusr; am}. abuve. board we. ahould be on fnendly
tgrms mo

Agam the moustache was tw:rle& and the stammng recommencecl
.while the man delivered my message.. ..

540, by Bt I’atnek t};em chaps;. won’t grow ‘aisy Hill - they've, had
apmc Jlood drawn " Sald an Irish lad wh9 pulled the bow oar. e

*+ YHE SCOURGE OF THE SEAS.

’I‘HE PIEATE SHIP srmim&.

Mr. Fairfield would bt say the word, and Tet' u}s try om- cutlassea on
theiy- lieads, it would do them'a wonder of goed” :
“Bilence I T exclaimed, Teally afraid lest some ' vert rlct of my peo—
ple might give the cowardly Spaniards an excise o set op us.
The interpreter now again spoke. He says, Bty that it wis wc
daﬂc to see your ens1gn—tha’; iheré have been” some - piratlcal craft
cruising about in, these wateis lately, a.nd that . h'?? 'f.hougg;'h*fL your boats

‘belonged to one of them, which had’come in to re—captur»'*tha brig™

"« You ma ‘tel} him - that,, I believe he lies.inco tmen»lv,” T felt ver),

much inclined .to say, but I} ‘did nbt,.and merely Angw ’ “Very well -
—] am not the person to Juage of the truth of it tatement, but L am -
desired to request that heiw:ll immediately come’ ou, b board i brig, to

" explain matters ’%o my supefior ofﬁcer, ‘who hag chiirge of hér,_mr, if he

does hot, we shal most certmnly carty her off ap'd, ﬁnze.’,’ ! ;
On this there was a great deal of - talkmg, and qhen ¢ capt 's. gin'

was hauh,d up alongside, and:he tumbled into her in ‘a gleat hufry,‘ and ‘-
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' j':;.v,v;iy she pulled as hard 2 his men could bend to their oars towards
Cthelbrig. . i b e o T
© Flim Enediately{followed,,bnt the jolly-boat did not pall as fast as the
_Spahish gig, tholgh my people gave way with a will to see the fun. .
“When T Yeached, the' quarter-deck of the ‘brig, 4 wonderful trans-

- mogrification.of characters hud fakey place. . There was Wilson drawn -

~ up to. his full height of six feet four, I should say, with;his sword in his
. ‘hang, and,-sarioutided by his crew-—a fing set of follows. they were—

with their'shirt-sleeves tiicked up ‘to-their elbows, and their cutlasses in -

thieix fists, looking very muth as if they meant xmischief. - c
T\ scarogly at  first: redognjsed- the little Spanish captain among the
moﬁ%f(r "-.'-'I{isféq_ckegl,l;hh.tlw‘?r‘ks‘iin his hand, and he scemed busily employed
. in- Bweepinig the deok with it," while his large head went bobbing away,
-and his lef} foot kept seripingr away at the same time, like a hen making
o hdle in'the dust to bask in .- . .- '

_ “And how dared- yoi
voice. which made the Sp 1s 1 “Liet mie tell A1
a grbat inglination, if. yoiy eannot offér a proper explanation, fo ‘brmg the
gmia';‘ofiﬁé brig to bear'on f;yourlgqhnbn.e_x, and to blow you  out of the

. 'water,. 'Wheri a breez! springs up, our ship out yonder will stand in -

 heid and make you pay deazly for your audacity.”

«.Oh, Senbor, it was & mistake, entirely a mistake, I can assuro you,

on the.honour of a Spanish hidalgs,” refurned the little captain, in’ a
trembling: voige—~so Wilson] who . understood , Spanish, afterwards told
hir." * We could not distinguish your fiags, and ‘took you for an enerny.

The fict is, we only this ‘mprning, made’ prize of this brig just outside

 continug our voyage: 10 St. Jago da'Cuba, where' we were bound, to de-
liver hef over.fo the gourt 'of adjudicature. We wére'on_the point of

' t'hiqs{‘.plac“g,' and we; rought}zp here o wait for & breeze off the land to

. getting hder weigh When you made your.appearance, - What I tell
you, Senhor, is the entire truth, I again repeat, on 'the sacred word of

honour of a true Spanish gentleman,” he added, with further bows and,

gesticulations, - o . : :
- The account seemed plaugible enough to Wilson, and as there was no

déubt of ‘the ‘schiooner belonging to the Spanish Government, he could
* not doubt the word of the commander, I cannot say that I was quite

0 credulons; T'ecould "not help Jfancying ‘that there was a trick some- -

where or other. .~ T

" «YVery well, Sephor Captain, & good -voyage to you,”"said Wilcon.

T think there is no fear but that the brig will be condémuned.” .~
-« Oh, mo_fear,” réturndd. the Spaniard; “I lock upon her as our

erty already.' ooy o -

to S T
P"Vgitﬁ rutual protestations of affection and: esteem, which on the part

tr

of thé Spaniards, miight have been interptéted into the directly opposite
 feehngy, we return ed {o- our boat, and pulled back to the Victor, =
 Our captain ‘wis satisfied with what we had done ; but, as a mattey

of pracaution, determined to watch our friend: and . his prize safely info.

St. Jago da_Cuba. ' We accordingly kept a bright lookout on their -

- xno¥erdents during themght‘,lest they might glip away to sea unseen,

/

 the disgust of the Spanish daptain. All'ap

fite' into 'my boats ?”:v. iﬁunderé&: Wiléon,' ina-
aniards tremble, - “Let mie tell you that I have -

© was 1i6W in the power of the. law. -

. THE'SCOURGE OF THE SRAS.

- The calm continted till daybreak, whén a light!brees
ward. -sprang up and " filled: ‘our sails. “Direetly g ‘
brig standing out of 'the harbiotir, followed by the |

We' hove to for them, gie ¥, we ufterw
soon’ as ‘they got“round the points, they h‘l;;‘iz‘le‘ u
Jago da Cuba, as ‘the Spaniards .call it, is, as
miles fror ' the bay of Guihtanamo. As ‘the
freshened up a littlé, and all’ 1he vessels went gail
the port:  Our eaptain,, wl{i_leuitfﬁ*‘as's"fiﬂ"cal \ y
to comsé and ‘dine with him] but ‘the latter 5 Ikg,;,tj‘ suppose, to, -

.aceept the invitation, for he. did ‘ot “maks’ his appearance, .- By three

o'clock’ in ‘the “#ftérnoon’ W got in- St.. Jago,iand " 'saw’ the .brig and

- schooner safely at anchior close 19 each ofher. -

~Qur-capitain, powever, w: “old
also broughit up, till we hiad asoertai
was’ ﬂgili'\'r‘eyed_'ﬁp‘f to the proper authorities,. .
The next’ iriorninig, When' I cime on 'deck, T 1
spot' whiere she Wwas at anchor, half expecting to ;
us the’slip during the night ;' but there she was &
itig on shote diiting the" day, We found that’ all was|

As legal piocesdings in " pain. are’ proverbially slow, ont eaptain .did

not . think it worth-his while to remain fo see the result'of the trial, of
which, indeed - there coild be o doubt, so we.once: tnore, continued , our.
voyage.to’ the Havannah, I ought te’ Nave; desctibed -the, brig. . She . -

was a benififul ‘vessel petfacily new ; indeed, she;had not been to gea -

- before, and, from hey look, I should say, was very fast... In a word;ghe -

was, iti every respect, fitted to act as 4 slaver or'a prrate. - Shie was
called the Panchita. -~ " o e -

* After a.quick passage we reached :that magnifieknt place the Havan-
nah: . Wespent ten days. there before we ‘sailed for Jamaica, I was
one day walking through the®treets of the town with:an English. mer- -
chant, settled there, which! 2_gny cavaicade dashed: by, headed by a
fine-lodking, dignified gentleman, with -a pigar in his mouth, and his. .

cloak thrown jauntily on one side,

“Do you know who thatis " asked ﬁjy friend Hardy o |

“No,” 1 answered.r “ One of the mostg:espéc#tﬁble',inhabitants'bi
the place, I suppose.” Co : S C

“ One of the greatest: raécal‘s,"’:-he\répli‘éd.ﬂ ".‘,‘ﬁhgt;',fél‘llgwf is -not;oﬁly- o '

the greatest slave dealer in the island, but he. owis several. vessls,

whose crews are strongly suspected of being guilty;of piracy whenever J

they have an opportwiity, without: fear of detectioh. ;. No;tithree‘-wee'kq;
ago, a vessel of his eailed frpmi hence, strongly armad, and with a crew

capable of any atrocity. - Sh§ was a fine brig, thePanchita.? .. + -

* The Panchita 7 1. exclaimed; * why, that' was the very brig-we:,,

- boarded in the bay of Guantanamo, = Her career id sobn ended: then, for

she was captured by a Spanish schooner of war, the ‘Regulo, Don Huasco
de Montebelling, commander, and is lotig ere this condemned as a slaver.”
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“ Dun"t be too gure of that, " he observed “ Ha, ha, ha '-——pardon
my 1uughter, but I am sadly afraid you have been gulled. Why, that
" same Don Huasco is ‘the bosom friend of Don Montes Pt‘pe, the cavalier
who passed Jjust now ; and as the Panchita is his property, I don’t think
the 1ittle chap would Ventare to capture her. It would he as mu,ch aé
his lifs is Worth, if he ever c&ime ba(,k here«—no no, I smell a rat,” and
Ye laughed again,

e had not gone on far when we observed, the same cavalcade re-
turning, and what was my surpise to see our paptain. and two or three

of my brother officers riding alongside of Don Pepe When they.got
nbreast of us, that gentleinan reined up ‘his steed, and addressed my .

companion, looking aléo pointedly at me,

‘“'He invites us to come to an. entertmnment he glves to- day, ata’

: couﬁtry house he has a litlle way ont of town,” said my friend, It
‘wont do to refuse from our serupulous delicacy, seeing that your skipper
ha.s ‘already accepted—so Tl say that you'll be del:ghtad to ecome,”

+ Before 1 eould even frame' an excuse, had T'wished'it, for 1 certamly
doubted how far 1 was justified in going to'the housé of such a- raseal—
knowing him to be ‘such~=I'found that the engagement was rhade. My
friends, in their i ignorance, were riot cel'tamly to blame,

~On this, Pepe expressed his high satisfaction, and ordering two of his
attendants to dismount, my’ fnend and [ were supphed with Their steeds,
and away we all ambled cheek by JﬂWl towards our reputable friend’s
mansion,

The house was spactous, with verandahs all round, and commanded
a fine view of ‘the harbor, the shipping, and the distant ocean. - After
we had washed our fages, arid brushed the dust from our garments, we
wejg: introduced to ilie lady of the house, Donna Marina, who, as Green
deseribes her, was really a very handsome woman ; and her sister, also,

_ Donna Isnbelita, Pinto, was still very pretty and engaging in heér mah-
ners.

The entertainment was superb—with- viands and fiuits of all desenp
tmns and -8 number of sable attendants in scanty garments, some of
of whom might have been’ dispensed with to advantage. .

particularly observed the vast profusion of plate; but what was

ourious, it was of every variety of pattern, and evidently cast in many
different: countries and times  Some even looked most suspiciousty more
fitted for a church than a stde-board—but I might have been' mistaken.
. After dmner, an extemporary poet ot up, and Tecited and sang ill he
sent soine of us to sleep, and after smoking several cigars, we all got
. into net hammocks, and snoozed away for a conple of hours, :
We had then. coﬁ'ee and a number of ladies coming in with a band of

musio, we had &regular ball, which lasted till past midaight, When -

we were'about to take our:leave, Don Pepe would nét hear of our going.

“Qh, mis arhigos,” he exclalmed embracing our skipper most affeo-
tmnately, “ I cannot allow such a thmg—you liave come here for'a week
at/least ; this is only the prelude to our festivities ; Donna Marina will

'nehrer forgwe you if you deserted us at thls Juncture 50 go you shaii* .

nota” .
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’I‘he end of it was, We er_]oyed a very cumfortgble mghus rcst' m the
uxuriotis beds-he had prepared for us. - b
“ Depend on it, the rograe~—~I beg pmdon--our respected host has
reason for detammg you,” whispered my friend, as we went {¢' our cham:
ber. 1 should advise you to look' to it, or you' may be. gul]ed—-—(l beg ‘

your pardon)—as you were ih the case of the Panchita,” . -

‘I'had no opportunity of ‘speaking to ‘Captain Henham il next’ day,
and when I told him What i had heard Df my ﬁiend’s cauimn, he WOuId“
not at fitst eredit it L Lo .

« Nonsense " he excialmed “all scandal depend on 1t buch a re-ﬂ ‘

" spectable, fine fellow as our host, cannot be the chamcter ypu insinuate,

I'never met a more gentlemanly courteous man;——a regular Spanish’
grandec.of the first class. : Why, he was telling ‘ine’ last nighit-of his
father and grandfather, and how it was they ﬁlst came over’ to setile .
‘heéte. * Oh, no, it's impossible ! o

“ Was he. telling you the truth, sir, do you thlnk #1 asked

“ By jingo, Inever- thought thut he might ip:)sslbly have been roman-
cing ali the time.. Well, 1 will Took to it," was the answer. o
! *“But I think it right, Bt to tell you that Mr, Hardy (¥ friend) sus-.-‘.
pects that somethmg is going. on’ which he is anxious to conceal from us
Probably one of his vessels is ready for sea, and he’wishes to get. her oﬁ'
while we are here, aad the Viotor is quie-ly at her® anchors m

The captain gave a long “ Whew ! '« FIL tell ;you what it is; Fmr‘
field, | suspect you axe nght, but we must not exmte the " gentlem.ms'

. suspicions—you must go back to the town ad get on. board as quickly

as you can ; -then take my gig and pull | round the harbour in every di
Tection, Just as if for your Amusement, and ' observe gf there be any, sus-
pmmus-lookmg vessel gettmg ready for sea, At the;samh time, get My

< Hardy to institute inquiries on shore, and if you find'that you are right

tell Wilson to have everythmg ready for sea; and send and let me know.
We will meantime remain on shore here,; and thgm, ‘when every pxepu.-»
ration is made, we will post: off and gét. on board ' as the anchor is run
up to the bows, I beg Don Pepe s pardon if our; fuspiciéns are wrong,
and if correct, he has only fallen into the trap hes has iald 1 dodt

. much like it, however.”

- When I mentioned, to Don Pepe the necessity thf;re was of my returns
ing 'to my duty on board nmy ship, he expreised dpep reg‘ret and mmst-v
ed on furnishing me with a horse and a guide.”

* . % The road is difficult to find, and as “you, are in a hurr;, I will send .

you by a short cut,” I understond him to say, but. oy knowledge of the
Bpanish language was at that time very limited, - 8
A fine horse was brought to the, door for my. usa, and my. attendant

" was also mounted; and off/ we set. -

I certaiuly did not obseive aceurateiy the route! ‘We took. mdeed re-

- lying on my guide, 1 was thinking of other thmgﬁ I remember that

we soon quitted the road, and on we went for a’ consldemble distance.
over mere horse tracks, kahout seeing scarcely any ‘human:habitations,.
the country every instant growig wilder and wildes: At last I became:
eduvmced that we had taken the wrong du'ectlon, and had gone direetly
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tonj‘arlds‘the interior of ,the‘ig;land; I instantly turned my horse’s head,
and told my boy that T must make the best of my way.into the town.
He, Freteﬁded‘,to\.unde@'stand me, but either did not do so, or again pur-
+ posely misled n
directly in front of Don' Pepe’s mausfon. o :
The hospitable owner was there to receive me, and with the bland:
‘ ei; 9{ amiles, asked me how'my ride was enjoyed, or something to that
. effect. .- o ‘ o
I‘ wis very indignant, and could seareely find words to explain” that I
. wished to return to Havannah, and not to take & pleasure ride., While
this was taking place, who should arrive but Captain ‘Benham, and my
friend Hardy. .~ I
“ What, Mr Fairfiéld, come back alreéady;” exclaimed my captain
goon as he say me : “you bring important news, I hope.” I
“I can only eay, sir, that my suspicions are confirmed,” I replied, and
- explained 1n a fow words what had happened. - |
. “'Ho, ho! that does look 'something like it,” he observed. “Well,
make the best of your way on board, late #s it is, and do as [ directed
jou,—there is more reason for it than ever.”. = '

“ Ay, dy, sir, Il not lose 2 moment, depend on it,” I replicd: and

then turning to Hardy, I beged him to explain to Don Montes Pepe, .

that my duty reguired. me- 1o be on board without delay, and to beg
that he ‘would send some one who ‘would lead me by the most direct cut
intothe town, - T o T C
“ The latter part of the request I shall not give,” said my fiiend ; « 1
intend to go with you myself, I cannot reconcile it to my conscience to
trust you 10 the tender mercies. of such piccarooning villians as are some
of our host’s followers, - Why, man, if’ be does "not wish you to - arrive
at Havannah to night, they would murder you without the 'slightest
scruple.”’ O e T
_ L'eanmot say that I was sorry for Hardy’s détermination, though Iat
first begged him not to give up hiy amusement on my account. We
were soon in our saddles, and accompanied by.two of his servants, who
had eome out to éscort him, and two whom Pepe insisted on dending

with us, we set off for Havannah, ‘ i
A ride of two hours took us there, without' any adventure worth re-
jeet were to make me lose a day, he had certainly succeeded. Wilson
was not.at all surprised at what I told kim, =~ :
Ve at once set to ‘work to got the ship ready for sea. The next
.morning [ took the gig, as the captain had directed me, and pulled into

every nook of that vast harbour, narrowly examining every craft I saw,

but, though I observed " several rakishtlooking’ schooners and brigs, 1
:::u}d not fix-upon any one of them as particularly of doubtful charac-

I'had almost given up. the search in despair, and was ahout returnint
on board, thigking ‘that our suspicions had been: ill founded; and tha
Don Pepe ‘was, after all; a maligned and highly houourabls " gentleman,
when 1 observed, over a point of land to the eastward, what looked

y misled me; for after'séveral hours rigling;, I fduﬂd myé'elfj'égain '

counting. T got on board the brig just as it fell dark, and, if Pepe’s ob- - '
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very like the glitter of ‘a tép-gallant eail, as it ‘is first lobeened, though - -

it inight have been a ‘white‘bird just taking ‘wing," = " SRR
Determined, howevér; to satisfy myself, T told the people to'laok qixtjﬁii.- _

"2 long pull, wnd put thie boit’s head to the point Tispeak of,. "

I have never found seamen” gninible when :theykiow that ‘there i§ 4
gooll object for exéxtion, and ry lads bént to theix ars s if therd: were

_ not such a thing as a tropical sun dvé'rhea‘d,‘.‘so"th'fm Ave ‘soon’ neared the . :

(X

spot. ci
pBefmre we got therd; T téol off -ty coat, and’ theigold! ldce from my '
cap, aiid madé the men bidd their ‘handkerchiefs “fotnd their:-heads, so
as' not to excite the' suspibions ‘of thoso: on-board: the  véssel; if “vessel
there ‘weie | however, I kiew ‘well-that Whatever'shie ' thight be ke, 1 -
could not even go on board hei, much: less take possetdion’of her, - -
1n dnother- quarter of ai liour, wé rotinded the point; and there lay, -
in a snug little cove, as wicked & looking craft as ever T put.my'eyeson.
She was 4 schooner, with taunt, raking mast, and square yards, and
a long, low hull, just:thé cut of a’vessel -fajl‘-:‘gi“Sl.é.ﬁv'e?l‘e’-‘ ‘Bhe‘was full’ of
people, some’ were “aloft bending sails, Jothers” wérd ut “the same’ time
setting up the rigging, and pthers weré hoisting in her stores and wdtér
So busily employed was' evéry soul on board, that I'do 1ot bélieve

+ they ever observed-us. . I longed to pull in and‘reconnoitre more minute-
ly, but I had séen enongh to convince me that' eh hiad some particnldr
_ reason for being in 80 dedperate & hurry,i” L ‘ cs

| therefore pulled back to the brig as fast as | cauld,atid :t'olt\i“ Wilson
what 1 had observed, He' agreed with' ‘me, tha;:;!}ive ought to let the

_captain kiow of the “citcimstanoes, and, accordingly, ‘packing upia |

carpet bag, as a preténce for-sending to hin, we:despatthed it, with:a :
note, under charge of hig-coxswain. .0 - FiT T coe
As we expected; beforeinight/he and the rest'of our shipmates re:
turnéd on board,-they having tdken an ‘affectionite farewell - of’ Don
Pepe, greatly, probably, to his disgust, - © Uy 000
Everything was ready fir'sea] but we had iio_jilot on board, for the .
mdgter kmew the Harbouritod ‘well to require’ on@ ;' not: Was any othier -
sign given of ourintentioh of sailing, for we: felt ‘cortain that ou¥ late .
host would be carefully watching our proceedings.” | © - i S
Howéver, we waited till it was perfectly dark; and . then got. up the -
arithor, and loosened the sails ds silently as we coiild, when, a’ light air
coming from' the sonth-west we yere able to stand cleat of everything
out of the harbour: .. : EE Lo
“When off the little bay I'spoke of,"we hove to, gnd Captain Benham
ordered me to take the gig and pull in, with ‘muffled cars, 10 see if’ our
friend were still thexe: 1'had-no little: difficulty in finding the spot in °
the dark, but at last, ‘after half:an hour's search, 1 ‘hit dn-it'and pulled

In vain T looked .about for the schooner, T tried right'round the bay,
and - paseed the very quay near whichshe had been;moored. - As-1.did .
s0, L fancied that I hieard:a detisive ‘peal of laughter; but I'might have
beeh mistaken; at all events; the schoorier was gonel-~ = "0 1
‘Not a little disconcerted, | returned- ox board; more fully convinced

*
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" than ever of Pepe’s roguery, The puzzle was, which direction we were
to ‘take, for, by the delay which had occurred, she had already some
hours' start of us. . Qur only satisfaction was, that in the merning,
when Pepe found that' we had sailed, he would be left in uncertainty
whether we had made a prize of his schooner or not. At last, it -was
detérmine:ld to yound the west end of the island, for the. navigation of
the north side is dangerous and difficult, . ' . o
To make & long- story short, and fo arrive at & very lame conclusion,
whichever course our.friend took, we never saw her again, and the
chaices dre, she is still employed. in.adding to the wealth of Don Pepe.
. Lhaye, kowever, not as yet done with the Panchita. Oun'our way
back to Jamaica, we put into St. Jago, and on making inguiries for the
., brig, we found that the capter had brought her to trial as heing a pi=
rate instead of a slaver ; and thiat by the piece of logal irregularity, the
poor man had lost his prize.: o S
‘We were speaking .on . the subject to an English merchant, who was
dining on 'board with us, and, we also recounted our adventures with
Dort Pepe.  When he had heard them, he bust into & loud fit of laugh-
ter.: - ; s ‘ : L S
“/And sb, my good fellows, you suppose that Don Huaseo Montebe-
ligo; the captain of the Spanish man-of-war schooner, has suffered by
his innocent mistake 1” he observed.. * Don't you -think he made it on

puipose ? ' I can tell you I know he did, and they sailed together

directly she  was released, as. amicably as possible. Don’t you know
the dodge ? It is beautifuily:simple ; Don Pepe gives the Spanish officer
-a hdndsome gratuity, provided his vessels get free beyond the 70°° of
longitude, outside of which 'the British men-of-war seldom ernise. 8o

" his Catholic Majesty’s ship sticks ‘close to the. slaver, and .if a British
pennant heaves in sight, he divectly takes . possession, and you cannot
touch her. He is certain then, if compelled to bring her to tial, to
make a flaw through which she may easily escaps. The Spanish gov-
ernment know all about it, and wink at everything which is.done to as-
sist the ‘slave trade. Now I, know it for a fact, that the royal schooner
accompanied the slave brig through the windward passage, and did not
quit: her till she was beyond all feal of pursuit.? =~ ‘

‘We thanked our guest for his inforration, which was very valuable.

“0Oh, 1 forgot to” tell. you,” he .added, * that very brig will be just

- asready to commit piracy as to carry slaves. I know that the mian
~who; 18 1n ler as a master, iri the last vessel *he commanded, never got
across to the African coast, and yet returned with a carfiq of slaves.”

- *How did he manage that !’ we inquired, - .

“By a very simple method ; he nijet ‘the slavere.on their homeward
voyage. and_running alongside one of them took all his slaves out of
her ; when in his more gracious mood, paying for ‘them in cotton goods
to enable her to purchase more, or,not unfrequently making her go back.
with an empty hold, her pedple glad- even to .escape with their lives,
Pepe, as it:1s said, orders his: captaine never to kill if they can possibly
help it ; so he is looked upon'as-2 humane and generous man.” .

. brig alongside. the quay as1 was strollin

THE DEMON PILOT.

Wa found ourselves one: day, 'hecalmed. close’ to an outward-bonnid
morchant 'ship. I boarded her to gain informaiton from home ; p.;u} ﬂ:ée
master very, civilly supplied jus w;th‘new§papgr5’ar‘ilt} “several 1.“.”:‘.’“,1!1‘,'
uries for.our table. TP i T

"Finding Captain Andrews a very respectable old 'man, T invited him
on board to dine in the gun-reom.. Hearing me talli about xoy collection
of sen-stories, he offered” to add to “them, if’ we. wu? éd, by narratig an. -
occurrence which happened’ to him “in his youth'; and-from his-evident -
respectability and gravity of mannei 1 have nphtje,ésmy to” donbt h;‘s_f.]‘?.?‘ ‘
lief in ‘its tmith—though of its ‘probability I will'allow iny ‘ljeaéeirg‘_;;‘f.p
judge for themselves,” - . .~ o U T
Ju“gI was just out of my appreﬁtice_ship-wheri T 1,wd;s-,_‘app9l1n‘f.ed,jay a
friend of my father's mierchant in Liverpool, Mr,  Damer. by name, as
third-mate of a.fine large brig he. had just launched" at that port, and
called after his wife, *“The Mary Damer.” 1 = © °

“ Well, as it happened, a week or ten” days before we were ready for

sed, the master Mr, Damer had sclected to command the brig was taken

~very ill-and was utterly unable to proceed on the yoyage. ‘"A day or so

after the owner had been informed of thi'rse a_youn manpresentedhlm ‘
self with a letter fromi his correspondents in Londox, stating that tie had
peeri for some years in their employ as mate and 'master, dnd that he

“had always afforded them the greatest satisfaction ;" so that they regret-

ted being unable to’ previde him at once with a ghip, but é‘ghé,ltﬁ,if ‘Mr.
Damner could give him the command of one of his for'a voyage, they ghqulq
foel much obliged. T was i his office at the time,iwaiting' for orders, .

# ¢ You have arrived very opjiortunely,{jcaptalgﬁ:[ I?.eg( ;'your} pq.rdfm—~~

what is your nameé ¥ said My Damer. et
« ¢ Penroze, sit—William Ponvose,’ replied the stranger, -~ .
“ < Qh, yes, L. éee,’-lqokihg‘ at 'the letter, “ Captain Pentose, \_I,:qu'n‘
happy o be able to forward your wishes, 'I'have & vessel just about -
to seil, and -you sliall have the command Ofihf’.'ri;'f you .Rle.a.s-‘““".‘..?h. .
s the Mary Damer. Go on board ; ‘and then if you like ‘thie look of her
comie @nd tell me your opinion—after that we can gottle ihé matter.’’ "
« « [t is not necessary,” answered Captain Penrote.” “ Ls wihat'very '
‘ . down: to, the tiver,and conld

)

never wish for a finer orafy) =

«  Well, then, we will consider the aflair settle
¢When did you atrive in Liverpool, Captain Pen:
4 Ouly last night, sir,” answered the captain ;'
London as fast as a horse would carry me, for
nio sooner on shore than T wish to be at sea again
"« 4] like. your spirit, captain—it will much ;

. world; observed Mr. Damer. *The Mal‘y\Damd: id bquﬁd‘fof Port )
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Royal in Jamaiea, and ‘will return with a eargo of sugar. " By-the-bye,
hive you ever been before to the West Indies ¥ :

¢ Know every creek and . key among. the islands, answeréd Captain .
Penrose, quickly. * Wherever you.may wish yourship to go, depend up-

. on it I can take her” . .. L B - ,

-4 ¢ 8o far so good,’ obperved the kind-hearted gentleman. * You can
sign your agreement to-day, and. go on board and take command ; you
will be able to expedite affairs, which- the illness of poor Captain
_-Igriles'has much: delayed. ' Before. you go, T will make known to yow a
young man who is to act as your third mate’” " And he Weckoned me
to come forward, for I-had been standing during this conversation at the
farther end of his office. L Lo »
-~ % After- 1 had. been introduced, and Captain Peniose, as he called

'hi[l“lself',,}}'aﬂ expressed his, confidence that he shoyld pull together, he
ook his leuve, promising to yeturnin an hour, when the papers were 15

be iready, . My, Damer was an adnte man, and a great observer of

AER]

men’s characters. He was, however, sometimes mistaken,

“* ¢ like your new master, Andrews,’ he remarked, as soon as Czipt,aiﬂ }

Penrose had quitted the room; ‘ he appears & very honest; intellizent
“mah, and | think you will find him = pleasant person to fail with.

- % *Yes, sir,’ I answored mechapieally, for [ had ‘no’reason ‘to offer for
-an opposite opinion ; yet somehow.or other I' could not cordially agree
with hir. S E e

“There are some men who appear like very'saint¢ on shore, yet ‘the
motnent they got.intd blue water, show themselves in their true colours,
as Very devils incainate ; -afid* such an one, by the glince of his eye, as’
1 filt it for a moment fixed. ‘on me, did I'suspect was riy new captain ;

but of course. 1 could not say this 1o our owner. ‘After I had taked my

) léai’re,;Capfaiti'Penrd'sé ‘returned, was® formally invested with ‘the com-

" mand of the Mary Damer, and soon afterwards retirned - on-board and .

took charge of her. We were at that “time still rather short of. hanls,
but in the course of two or three days, six stout, active fellows presented
themaelves, who were instaitly eutered by the captain, and “our em-
ployment was soon complete, | Y ‘ '
- 4T had geVer'met any of the new men "b'éf'ore..nor‘ had any of the
erew; but thers was nothing strange in “that. = They wete obedient and
orderly, and prime scamen, 0s I could judgé by the. way they worked at
" selting yp the rigging and bending sails,” The expression of  their coun:
tenances was. certainly not prepossessing, 1 ‘thought] and ‘what striick
me as odd was, that though they apparently had neéver met each other

before, ‘they at once kept éntirely together, speaking very litile fo the -

vest of the crew. ' must confess, though not of a suspieions' disposition,

i \1'ras not, aliggether easy in'my mind about our new eaptain and sea- -

men he had’ entéred, yet there was nothing tangible to lay hold of, and
I feared either to wrong! him, ‘of to appear & mischiéfmaker to our own-
ers;should I whisper my siispicions, so I kept them fo myself; and de-
termined "to hold o striet watch on’ all ‘that was' going forward.  In
¢ruth, Oaptain Penrose had the manners of a very agrecable genileman,
and contrived quickly fo ingratiate himeelf both with' Mr." Dainer and

quickly as: possible with a rich freight.
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his family, and with his mdtes,and oil his crew ;; indeed, -before we shiled,
I began 1o laugh at the thoughte I hid at-fiist entertained. . ., =
« He certainly, by, is exertions,and. resources, got the ship.in a very
short space of time ready for seajtand the day before wo  sailed, Mr, -
and .Mrs."f)au;er,,gﬁmdﬂ.#.}iaﬁﬁy,}df friends, eame on hoard and, drank sug- -
cess to our voyage, when Captain Penrose'siood up, and in a neat speech.
expressed his thanks for their good wishes, and promised  to return 4i
. The evening we hauled out into .the siream, and, the next forencon,

we were fairly in our-voyage running down, the, Irish Chapnel... - .-
' %} must not forget to téll you, that ‘we' had two cabin passengers,

with a fine breeze; we were standing out of the Mersey, and before-daxk

onea married lady, goiig out to join her husband: at Port Royal. She

was still young, and. very handsome, but ghe had- charge: of a youdg-" -
lady, scarcely seventeen years old, whose father was in_the West Ta-
dies.. -She was the swegtest rose-bud ever seep, charming in her map-
ners, and delightful, in her disposition; so that, thouigh I.did not actually
fall in Jove with her at first, sight, L felt yeady to die to serve her, - . /.
'« In these days it-was not safe to navigate the Caribbean Sea. with- -

_out being armed ; for although the old pirates of the Black-beard rage. .
- had long before been extirpated, there were still a’number of picarcon:
~ ing villaing cruising ahout ready to. pounce’ upon; any: cralt unable to. .

protect herself, ~ England was_ alée at war'with France, and ‘with' the
vevolted States of Ameéries, Who sent out shoals of privateerd.to destroy

- het ‘comrerco ; 5o that plenty of enémies were to be found in “every

divection. .. . G L L e e
# The. Mary Damer, therefore, was supplied ‘with letters of [ marque ;.

carried six guns, two long' ning and four carronades, with plenty of

muskets and cutlasses, for 'all the erew, of .Whongl,ﬂ. including. officers,

" there were five-and-thirty ; so that we were well ablé to bid; defiance to

most vessels of our size, -although.we were stricily charged by Mr.
Damer, who did not agprove of privateering, not ;on any account to:go-
ont, of our way to make prizes, but to evade pll contests, and .merely to -

defend ourselves iftattacked. » . -

“She was_ also a very fast crafts iddeed, in no way did. she ‘disap-
point our expectations. She was a good sea-bont, as stiff as a ¢hureh™
under cinvass, and’ possessed as mimble & pair of heels.and as much
beauty s any young lady in the, three kingdoms. ©'. .~ " o - |

«Now I am going to fell you a.very extraondinary circumstance.

which happened onthe evening of the very day‘we_sailed, thorgh of

" course, I did not know it. till ‘long afterwards. M}' Damer was.sitting..

in his- counting-house “congratulating himself on the_prospect of a fa-
vourable voyage for his-brig, when. & person ; presented himself, looking.
very pale and hageard, who stated that his narae was Penrose ; that
he was- travelling from Lonidon on horzeback witha letter. from. hia cor-. -
respondents, when he had héen attacked by fobbers, who took every-
thing frém him, and left Lim for dead; and thaf as soon as he was
sufficiently recovered,he.had. hurried .on e Liverpool, as. he was anx-
ious to get to sea to make up his logses, . SRR I
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, “ For some time. Mr ‘Damer Would not beheve the story, treating the
poor man as an impostoy ; and at: Tust, though he thought he might be
spéaking ‘the truth, he was ‘still tonvinced: that there must be, thnuch 9
curious comcldence, two Captain Penroses, and that he could . not have
glven the’ cnmmand of his fine new brig' to an impostor, and something
worse.  Of course he 'wrote ‘to_ his friends in London to ascertain the
truf.h-—m-what that was I shall by and by tell ‘you.. \
* Everything went oti well on board thé Mary Damer. Wlth a brislt
noi'th-eastmly breeze, for many days, we ' kept ‘2. direct course for
 Madeira.’ '
¢ Though the wmd headed us t111 we were within abont sixty miles
*of that 1sland fine weather continued, the -blue waves daneing gaily in
thd sunbeams which daxted forth from an tunclouded sky. The ladies
were constantly on deok ; indeed;, Miss Arden—for that was the name
of" the youngest—spent most of Her time beneath the shades of an
awnmg we used to spread, to protect them from the burning rays of - the
“In those days, ag was to be expected from my age, 1 was rather
sensmve 1o the tender passmn, ‘and ;t was not long before the chatms of
Miss Arden made a -deep impressich on my heart, nor was {he poor girl
insensible to my attentions, ‘though they were bestowed in rather a boy-
dish'manner. The other mates wére blunt, honest fellows, who never
thqttn'ht of interfering with what they ‘considefed my nonsense 3 indeed,
it rather amused them, so; that the captain was the only person hkely
to prove my rival, —but he: flew at othet and less lawful game, but of
that by and by, - !
- Well, one mght the secpnd mate bemg ill, Itook the middle watch
it [being his- turn off duty, The watch were snoozing away between'.
. the guns, except a look-out man forward, and the man at the wheel,
and” I was taking tiy solitary walk on the quarter-deck, whistling for
watit of thought ‘or company, when, as 1 stopped for a moment, as I
redched the waist, to take 4 glance along ‘the horigon, over the starboard
bulwarks, T felt a hand lad upoii my shoulder. I knew not why, a
cold shudder ran through my veins. I fancied that no human being
was near me. For a moment I dared not jmove, when a low, quiet
laugh recalled me to my senses, and tummg 5uddenly round, I beheld
the captain.
“What ! mduln'mg in a revene, Andrews 9" he observed “T fear

- that I must have interrupted it ; but, Itruth to say, I could not sleep, 5o

[ Have come to take & turn on deok.”
"% Tt’s a'night- fine enough to tempt any man from hxs hammock,” 1
answered, for want of something to say. .
. 1< Fine enongh; yes'; but! tnme ‘and dull” 'He spoke as if musing t0
hxmseli rather than addressing me.” “For imy part, I prefer the tempest
and the figtht to idleness and: a calm. What say you, Andrews—would
yott not’ rather be putsuing ‘a vichly-freighted enemy—a heavy Spanish
galleon, for instance—than. sallmg on in a steady course a8 we are
doing?”

1 shotld not mind a fight, if it were necessnry, but I ﬁnd no fnult
. with tha weather we have at prelent, I rephed
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% WeII it will be strange if we cross the broad 8ea withoxt some
change, and [ hope we shali have luck: enough to fall in with an. enemy: .
of our own size, without going out. of the way to lqolc for her Do ynu,
think the men are staunoh 9 he asked. :

I said that T thought- they ‘wete, and ready to ﬁght any I‘renchmhzi 4
Datehwman, Don, or’ Amencan we were likely to'meet,.  For. more . than

. an'hour he continued the converaatlon while paging the deck, though: it -

was some time before 1.discovered its drift. " He’spoke ct the pleasurgs: -

of a privateer's life, the lasge fortune to be rapui,ly acgmmd and the;,

contemptible” duliness” of 2 mere trader’s existence, - While we. weter

conversing, the wind gradually. fell and, in a shor{; time, the.loud ﬂap

lnng of the sails against the masts. showed that. W&l were almost hecalm
“The captain took a loo}c rmmd the honznn b t

“Rouse up the watch on: deck, Mr, Andréws, and; hand the top-ga,l‘
lant sails”” he sang out sha.rply “ We shall have. a stnﬁ' hreeze before .
merning,” I

The order was ,qmckly o’imyed the rest of: tha lln'hter canvass wasu
then furled, and , the now, us;eless courses clewed' up JThe captam. n|1-
stead of going below, kept the deck, watching-with.a séaman’s eye the.:
gign of' the heavens, ' He was not deceived. , Before' the end:of the
morning watch, dark masses of clouds ¢yme rollmg on from . the south--.
west, aud the ship, was, alreﬁdy begmnmg 1o feel the heavy gwell 'whieh.
precedes a’storm, altfmugh Bg. yet there.was. llttle wind. ” The: topsa:la; :
were now closely veefed,, and.everything. ade suug Fottnnate, i
deed, was it for us that it. was - so, for, just as! " day was bleakmg, P
squall struek the brig, la.ymo' her, almost on her beam ends, am]. carrymg
away the gaff of the mainsail by the jawa. .

At that instant I-heard the cry of a man ow:rbuard and turmng)
round, I observed that the captain was no longer where I had just: be-
fore seen- him .standing,, Running aft, I saw.an object in the watg,t
close astern of us, for the - -brig had not ga\.thereéF way, and w1thout }a .
moment’s consideration, being an_admirable swimmer, I slipped oy, of
my.shoes and jaeket, and. plunged overboard, . At first I g nk,but rising |
again, [ found myself close to the ﬁgure of a Wamian being, and -en.,
swimming up to it L discovered. that it was the Gaptain, but 1nsens;h],e

- from a blow he had recewed on his. hea,d It wag surprising that he did . -

not sink at onge. Having gra.ppleri him by the, «collay; T:looled muqd '

for the ship, when whiat was my horror, to see her, through ‘the faint,
light of the morning a.ppalentl},n -driving away {rdm.ud. before. the; ga]e.g
The foarming, bubblmg waves were, around, me, the darle clouds; over-”
head, the hissing of the waters in my ear; [ was giving: way to: despg.ll‘ ¥

’ then Tegw.a brokeu spar flgating close, ‘to me, ang, pushing; the capta‘,in ,
- towards it, I maqaged to get. hnld of it, and to seclre. him {o:it likewisgu « -

At first, 1 thought we were.: 10 be abandoned {0 .our faté, and; whxla ;

‘unc]er thi i lmpressmn, the captam’s senses returneﬁ. ooy AL

He appeared as. if Just waking from 3 deep sleep, and wh;le mecham-;
cally grasping the spar he locked vound 1o seo. whefe he. was;: Instasitly,:
somprehending our awful situation, and seeing who had | preservetl hix, .
ne exclmmed v . T |
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. ‘f By Jove,-Andrews; youare a gallant follow !~ 1 meant you wrong,
but if we live, I will diégooner than harm :you.”, b7 :

1 thought - he-was raving as he spbke, so'paid dittle’ attention o hin *

“words ; indeed, ] was rather thinking of preparing ‘for  another world,
where. I felt that-both-of usnist -ston: be sent. - The white foain, driven
by the furious wind;-dashed over my head, almost blinding and suffocat-.
ing'me ; and every'instant. I feared -the captain-'wdnld be washed from
his hold, I had given:all-up for Jost when, as'we'mounted 1o the top of

~ a wave, [ saw through- the‘igray dawu' the- brig heave-10,and directly

afierwards & boat pulled roundfrort underher stern, =~~~ 7 7
. <As yot.the'sed had not got'upvery much, thongh it was rapidly rs- -
ing and- every instant was of Jmpértance. The men. in: the boat bent’
bravely to their oars, but-‘théy had hard ‘work  to pull up’ against the
gdl#, which 'sent: the white!foarh flying"in sheets over them, ' The
cheered as. they came-néar s; and: I grasped- still’ tighter ‘hold of the
captain, who could dolittle to assist himself, his arm I found having’
been injured by. the blow' whidh kaocked: him-overboard. ™ = -~
A t]agt the -hoat reached us biit ‘there ‘was*'no Tittle’ diffienity. in, ap-

- proaching: the spar-without isk of* staving'in thé bows of * the boat, or
giving either of us a- knock on' the'héad, ‘which' would- inevitably have
sent us to'the bottom, - The ‘howinan;-howeves, cbhtrivéd: {6 seize hold
of the captain’s collar, and: with" the ‘aid- of* the 'rést ‘hiuled him on
board:; -while I wa#still- hanging' on’ tv the spar’” At -that ‘moment I
observed that the crew- who'snanned: the*hoat “weré those who had begn -
last shipped by the oaptain, the‘next- jnstant the send, of the sea sepa-
‘rated her from me, as I was about to grasp hold of an oar. .

“ Lt the young coxcomb drown;and bed==d! ' We've 1o time to
wastein hauling hirm on board,” I heard -one’ of the men' ekelaim in a
Clowd tone, o e T
-Life; however, was not to be abandonetl without a struggle, and making

- a-desperate effort, I gragped ‘ hold: of anoar, but - the villain; pulling it,

* would have:shaken me off; had not-the captain, seeing ‘the treachery of

themen, drdered them with g terrible threat totake him on board. The
intervening -moments ‘which I held on'the oar were those of dreadful sus-
penge,: for iny strength ‘was, too'mirchi exhaisted to enable me to swim

.another stroke.’, Indeed; 1 -scarcely knew ‘what' occurred ill ‘I found
mysolf in the boat pulling- towards- the brig. I was close to: the cap-
taln. . c, Lo { . . ,.‘ - o R e . T

- #Utter not a word. on boird of ~what has' otcurred, anil you are safe,”.
o proteet you.” o . .

;'—:ﬁhadi]itt_ld Aime-to meditate-on the meaning of these stringe . exprés-
sions before we were alongside the brigy and; with éonsiderable difficulty,
got/on board. - Scarcely wis-the boat- hoistéd up when' the galecame
dowh upon us with fresh fary; and the ship being- once more got before
it, away ‘we. zcudded urider bare poles. - It'did not, however, last many
hours, though we were \séveral days retracing’ cur course befors we

. reached Madeira, - I I '

" Our lady passengers were very much alarmed at the storm ; of the

he-iwhispered, putting his fingers to:my lipsi - “If not; I have no power =

:

_1.felt, at. the:same time; that. I:.also. was: narrowly watehed by

s
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aceident ; they. kngw, nothing . till the: ,captain:@nd ri were E h;;f‘e ‘on- --bopr{ g
' and with. the: retatn.of, fine weather. their spirits feviveds /o 7%

. With-me, on the .contrar @:it,v’vagmq,-time‘bﬂ:mﬁoﬁsﬁguspe{ps‘g,f }ho.ulg‘b:‘ L
“my, sugpicions.were, arosed. that ali“,a_.va;s.;no!:..as,:I{;‘,“a‘ghould- i:c_a-,j;.\ut&h-f:a;llé N
my-vigilance. 1 .conld find mthmg‘;deﬁn!td:tofcprnmumca;tg o my"brothqj'f =

the *

captain-and the men {-have spoken: of;:that-1 was's 'drgelyl?_;-egaretll ;f:‘orli_ i
the dreadful catastrophe, which: wag:about foidepufyy ", "0 Gl @

© After taking in. wood-and:Wwater; and gfresh’;,;f‘rqv‘ giOns 53**;Ma‘_19!f“5 W
again sailed, shaping our gpurse «I@r*,tl}a-Weet;sindggs;::;;.Eve;yth:ug went:
on favouyably for seme:days; withia fairavind:and smooth:sea s the ladies .

‘were constantly-on déck; and I, as hefore; contined:my atterition to:Misy

_ Axden, which.she received. with apparent pleast IR .
© We. sighted. several. sails duwing: the: passage,and: more:: than -once:
‘were purkued; but always had s  héelsiof ouf gen%amy;;; ‘Another:point

nt-pleasured: (.o L

i 1 i that: voamfaln IN’IE : 2 . Y e . &;
1:did ot like was, that theeaptain insisted.on besping &imoré southet.
course than the two senhor mafes appraved fpﬁfi?>hhii'allegl;1g!tha@esmg;
should thus more. easily-make Jaxnaica, which iw:
well knew. . el b il iy

not:the:cage; we'all .

\ ly v

At last we found ourselves running in through the broa_clr_‘:-paggggg.tbpf.
Grenada; snd Trinidad, when, the wind falling during the night,
we lay. completely becalmed... - -7y and USAL
" At the dawn, of the. following: morning a.sail. was. percei ol
four. miles: to. the. southward: of us, which . we we ‘ﬁpts.llginvg;.‘.‘m: n{m_lmig:_ S
out. to be a. loop of .war-under British..colours... We:necordingly -hoisted
our eﬂsign, and in a short time pereeived: a boat pulling towarde us,
whieh, as.ghe .approached; we -saw-contained.an pfficer and. tem: men,
fully armed. R L L
. A ddrk:frown: came over the:captain's browe:;

R
T s

Ey

S
ﬁarbbivéd:‘abouh N

B

Trhp e T D
a:sight ‘of fhis,:and-

s ) - thefn-that.- ‘of themiwouldiio:
‘mustering the:men on deck; he. told the thﬂ-!‘;,_gp;ne.pi;,_the.m”‘h((!ﬂ.!.d'
a c:rtain%y be-impressed on board the muwofwar ;' that!if they choss do:. .
‘he. mmade slaves.of-they might; but that if they resisted:he would protect

. 5".‘"' IR § SR .L ..
Sa.ying this, he threw open the- arm-chest;.andiistuck a brace of pis- .
tols in his belt, the greater number of the men following his . example,-
g0 -that when 2. lieutenant:from the ship of .wat,iwiththis men: step})?d‘
on.board, he found a determined :band: ready;to pnq%ugtgmhip;&;:,a: SL
Undaunted, hawevex, by;our : hostile appearanceyhe: iwent Tnbout; the-
© performance:of his.dnty.in 3.quiet, Afrm xaanner; seloting e and seven o
. more of. the crew 1o, serve His. Majesty.. : Nou cm}y-;;vvag‘:l:._-ngt::aqu;».bp_t; -
1 was:prepared . with' s, heavy heari to yield to:my. fiste,when1- heaxd:
the captain exelaim jn:a. vaice of thunder— - & Lty cie oo Lo b
-« Také my men:if: y_qwllgke,‘:b!;t:.l}o‘sqziﬂ.t\y(?ll.{aq.%{t‘rpenlf.-I‘ i
« We shall see’? -xaplied:the:lientenant, soizing:sone of. the:meni( five"
 of ;them were:the volunteers of, whons I had. the denbts L spoke-of).ur: i: <
“« There's” a breezo coming down to us from - the nor-’a_rd,r-'myibo B
tthe captain) ) o i o ol .ot Vi Sl
a?%hzuman topﬁ:-. he, hint, pnd with the butt-end' of his-pistol. felled 4

®

youpg officer to the deck, It was ihe signal for a generalus{aught.er‘.‘ -



68 | THEBLACK ORUISER; OB,

| The man-of-war's men fought with' desperatmn, for they saw that they
had little hope of* quarter after the outrage which had been committed.
A.‘ shat from one oftheir'pistols bronght me on the deck, as I ‘was yush-
ing'to, preserve their lives; and at the same moment, the- eaptain, not
knowmg my. intentions, but:seeing me. full, vowed he would dvenge me;
and drawing his cuilass, like a madman, gnashmg ‘his teeth with f‘ury,

- he et the man-bf-war's mexn on every sidel - Not one'of* them escaped.
< T'heard.a loud.ery as a cannon-shot was throwh into the boat:along-

side, and the man remainiog .in her- luft: floating'on the wide waters.
The still breathing body of::the lioutenunt was thrown, ove;board foliow-

od by thoss of his slaughtered and dying erew, *, . .
1A, fresh breeze filled our.sails 3 and as we flow: f'rom the scene of des-

truetion,:1 heard ‘somie of the savages jeering’ at the hapless wretches
still struggling in the water, and sdon-to become the prey-of the vorac |

cious sharks, whichi were sure before long to assemble round them, .
-1 knew not what happened for some hours, for 1 fainted from loss of

- blood, titt 1 found myself o a- sofa ;m the ca.bm, Wlth MISS Arden smttmg ’

by my side, and bathed in tears, ;

74 What. has beeurred ¥7 1 asked hﬁmg myself up on- my‘ arm, aﬁer‘

havmg somewhat reoovered my‘ senses ami stlength and lookmv wnldly
aroand me.: . -

:Miss Arden uttered o iamt ory as she saw me come to myself'

_*Thank heaver that you have recovered,; Mr; Andrews !” she ex-
clalmed “ But; oh } do not ask rae ' what has ocenrred, for I scarcely
dare- to. utter the deadful- suspicions . which ‘have risen in my mind.
- There have ‘been: bloodshed and murder, and I much fear that it s mnot
yet over.- : _

1 will go on deek and ascertam the truth o’ 1 answered “Oh!'1
recollect—-#che officer and’ boat’s-crew’ of the man-of-war were basely

murdered and T had no PRWer to save’ ‘them. - Alas ™ Miss Arden, I-fear
your :worst suspicions are correct ; but, beheve me, whatever happens, I

. will'protect you to thelast.”” -

1 trust to you, Mr,- AndreWS' and should all else fail me, that

must be my last resouree.” |
&8 sho-spoke, she pointed to the now foammg ocean, Seen through the
stein-ports, or-yather dowittles, ‘
" Bhe endeavored o préevent my rising, entreatmg me to remain qmet H

but assuring her thaty for her sake, T'would-be caréful ‘how 1 behaved :

I-succeeded i in gettmg on my feet, dnd gaining the deck.. *
1My worst: anticipations were reallzed Complete was the change that

ha,d oceurred since 1 was oarried below. = A heavy gale had arisen, dark ' |

cloids were ¢hasing each other over' the sky; and a: hlg‘h broken sea
was running, through which-the 'ship ‘was working her-'way, close-haul

ed, the water' washmo' her: decky in. olear. shéets, almost burying Mer

bows heneath its Welght twhile; far: away'to - leeward,- appeared . the

man-of war'in. hot pursmt, 'mth ds much canvass set asushe crmld ven-:

tare to carry. . .
“On board tha sngns of recent strﬂa wers stlll v151hle Threc of our

own: eraw }ay woundéd on: ‘Lhé deek whﬂe “the ' two matea, with thexr

i
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R hands behmd them Were lashed to the mammast, a.nd ﬁmr more, inr ‘
: ward were evxden,tly pnsoners 4 :

' The 'captain stood aft, With a. spy-glass ‘under- h1s arm, -rthh wbmh
every now and then, he turned a glance at the,man-of-wai, but ‘seeméd
to’be' paying little sttention fo the-sailing'of: the brig. Two' men wefe
at the wheel; and figar them appeared i) swatthy raan, With' an eVe
piercing; as an eagle's-who Was conning the ship; and: actmg 4% one, Be-
customed to command, I regarded him attentwe]y. end wai goon cnn-_ ‘
vinted -that he:was a- pex‘febt strangér; though }aow he hwd come on
board it was impossible to:day, - i

" The-longer T'looked: at him'the- gl’eater difﬁcult Iffound m w1thdraw-
mg my eyes f ‘from h;m. 1 felt: myself Faseinated, like- ‘the’ bird ‘hoveritig -
ovef the jaws of the suakeé, There wils/ iomething ihidésciibable dread-
ful in:his- aspeet'y his bronzé-llke, ‘passionless colntenance; his eyes glow—
ing like hot coals ;. his tall; tindefined ﬁgure “the. mvoluntary shudder
- which ran over me 48 Iﬁrst beheld hlm, fave me lie'ides that he was -
notiof -this-world.s I'had: heard that the’ evil.onerhad: besn' knowa' to .
‘gome oh-board ships 1o’ pﬂot ‘thien- to’ destruption, but-did not believe the

* tales. ¥ Could they then be trito - Can such-thirgs be " T aslieit my--

self. Ilooked againat the “dark: stianper; and’ folt conivineed that they

* might, A rapid survey showed ime. what I-have taken tmuch longer to
‘ descrtba + <While hesitating how:to act, Gaptam Péhro:e, seelng me, ¢ ad-

-vaniced to where I was standing, near’ the mmpamon-hatch

« Andrews,” he exclaimed; “ You are not'in ‘n fit' state to be on deelt.
-Remain below, aid: you are: safa,” he ‘whispered w Should ‘you draw the
-atténtion of the fiien. o you:- your. lifeis ot worth' & moment’s purchasa ‘
—-but ‘I promised 10 ‘protect: you, and wxil do 80 lf you follow my dlree-
tmns.”

T do not understand: you, Captam Penrose,” was my reply- . whé,t
1§ the meaning of -all this.”.

.% That the. Mary Damer- has changed owners and that all’ who ref'uqe ‘
to obey my ordérs are: likely'to ﬁnd themselves wﬂ.hout a plank to stand
upon,” was the answer. ! ) )

‘ All hangs, about ship,”cried out a hnnrse, unearthly voice, .

- The mén,-obedient to the eall,. flew 10" their “stations, thé helm was
-put-a-lee, the yards were bﬂaced rouiid, and the- ‘birig - was: ‘darting away
on the-other tack; quickly: Weathermg on her pursuer; ' While this ope-

- “ration was going forward, T ‘again’dsked the ‘ciptain the meaniny of ‘all - .
-1 saw, but: mstead of answermg me, he took ey sra ‘and led me below,

‘As b passed Mzs. Lawley’s: oabin;-I-hesrd hei sobbing' wolently, and her
female attendant-endeavoring to somfort her; but- the- captain paid np
attention to-her; and’ Ieadmﬁ me up to Mlss ‘Arden, déiired her to watch
that T:did not &gain ventu on’ deck Hawng dane th:s. ‘he' humed
from the cabin.

A® soon as he-was. go‘ue, the young lady entreated me 'to’ telI her the
-worst, and: though:1:waquld Wtymgl} ‘have calmed' her ‘apprehensions, ‘[
felt that it would: be- 1mposslble ga:to do-3 ' and T confessed: that my ‘con:

 vietion was; thatthe captain; having oncs set the liws'at -defiance, ‘was

about to commenae the cursed callmg of ‘n pirate; though Idid notvese
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tu)'e to whisper all my suspicions of the terifie character of the dark
stranger. , :
i Great Heaven ! and what; will be our fate L cued the poor, gtrl
wringing her hands,

1 | fel that had-the captain intended you any mJury, he would not.
‘ha,va waited till now,” I answered. ¢ He evidently also means me
well ; so that we must place our trust in Provxdence, and hope for the
best. b ‘

I eontinued talking to her for sorne txme, though nothmg T could g4y .

served to soothe her alarm, Qur conversation was at last interrupted

by & wild shriek, which cazne. from above, and my curlosny gettmg the

better of my dlscretmn I again sought the deck. .~ .
Had I remained be]qw T might have saved mysel{’ {rom being witness
o the scene of murder which’ “met my eyes, and in whtch every body
Was too' much engaged to observo me at first, -
't The first mate was nowhere to be seen, and the fate prepared for the
secnml ghowed me what his had been, - He was at that moment. stand—
ing at the end of a plank projecting over the bulwarks, near the main-
" rigging, with his armis lashed behind him, and his eyes blindfolded.
" Will you sign the artioles? I heard the dark stranger say,
¢ Never I” ciied the mate, firmly. :

:% Then walk him forward » ghouted the stmnger ; and a shriek of
dospan escaped the unhappy youth as the board on which he stood
bising tilted up, he felt himself plunged beneath the boiling waves.

~Two of the petty officers were next led aft, and remaining faithful to
thelr trust, were likewise made to walk the plank, while the wounded

> seamen, lashed back to baek, were hove overboard, and the wild tem-
est howled above their Tifoless forms.

. 'I'his work of death beipg concluded, I expected that my turn would

come next, but neither the captain nor any of the erew appeared 1o pay -

me any attention, and [ was allowed to wander about the decks as [
pleased, he-asserting that I was mad, which was, I believe not vexy far
~ from the truth ; the au}}pusxtmn, at all events, saved my life with the
superstnwus sailors,
. The evening was now. approachmg, and the gale every instant grow-
‘ mg more furious ; . but still the brig continued to beat against it, for the
avenger of blood was seen to leeward, hovering, like the white wing of
a sea-bird, on the dark mass of waters At last 'darkness came on ; “but
away, away we flew, wjth unabated speed into the black obscuutv,the
tail masta bending like reeds, the rigging straining, the white sails ready
to burst from their bolt-ropes, the wind howling, the gea roaring, the
waves dashing over us, loud thunder rolling through the sky above, and
vivid lightning, serving only to show the horrors. “of the, scene, darting
ever and anon from the opaque ‘clouds, and casting a blue, unearth])
lue over the faces of the crew and the swarthy strange ‘
. 1f | were to live a hundred years never should I forget that mght ;
it was one fit for demons to hold their revels in, and - an appropriale ac-

eompamment to the work of murder which had been just aceomplished.

But‘. neither the captam nor his crew seemed to heed the fury of the
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gale, though never before. was mortal bark. pressml as was ours, but
they kriew whom they had -got.on board, and placed relinnce -on his
wysterious skill and vower. - Every order ‘Which was issued came forth
Ll()!ﬁ his mouth, in the same deep, unnataral tone I had before heard
nd promptly, too, they were obeyed. -
Horror-stricken at all Isaw, I could not tear. myself from the deck

-1y anxiety to see what might next oceur conquering all other feelings ;

indeed, 1 expected every instant to find the masts go by the board, anil

" to feel the ship striking on isome coral Teef or rock, and her tlmbels

parting beneath our feet; still, on we tbre into. thie black, unetplormi
spaee of darkness rising befcre us, hke smmdes rushmg mto an unknown
elernit -

At lyast a still ‘more_ heawy squall than usnal struuk the shlp, and
away ﬁew her mainsail into a thousand shreds. Her head, deprived of
its balaneing power, no longer kept up close .to the wind, but, falling off
from the seas, she dnfted raptdly to leeward Amomentary lull foﬂu\.\gg,d
ed,

“ Square away. the. rain- yards and np with tne helm,” eried the
stranger, in his terrifie voice,

The fore-yards were next. squared, and. LAWY ﬂew the brig befme the
wind,” The crew were then ordered- to ‘their quarters, and the guus
were loaded and run out, while the men "stood with their matches in
their hands ready to fire, the swarthy sttanger gamfr round and pointing
each with his own hands

I was not left long in doubt as to what was to happen., Onward \w
rushed before the gale, when, directly ahead of us, I beheld the white
oanvass of thé corvette, just then mnade vigible’ by @ vivid - Rash of blue
lmhtmnu. I thought we should have run mto her, as onr bows almost®
grazed her spanker boom, B . .

“ Fire " shouted the stranger. ‘

Gur after gun, pointed with a- demon’s power, dlscharged a deadly .
shower into the hapless bark, | Loud fearful shrieks arose and filled the
night air, drowning the’ sound of*the tempest, and; as it seemed echoud .
hy the moeking laughter of i thousand evil spirits. . :

Not a shot atmek D8 in return-—there was a fearful - pause—-then a
deafening report was heard, and bright flames burst forth-—the tall
masts with their canvass spread shot upwards to the sky, the dark hull
itsell seemed to rise above the waves, human forms appeared by the
bright lurid light and the wild confusios, then m another instant -all
vanished as a dream from sight——a golemn silence follq;wedmand wd

* beunded onward in our demon-directed course,

Daylight at length appeared; but it served alone to reveal the horrors
of the scene ; thestorm raged as furionsly as ‘ever,-the seas ran moun-
taing high, and away we wlldly careered before lf, a8 if flying from
some ungeen foe, :

When the gale abated we were close in n with thg: Spamsh;mam, am!

hauling our wind we stood to the westward till we reached -ono of ithy

numerons islets which abound on the coast, with' deep bays in them,
where a vessel may lie securedly- concealcd, even from any eraft a\pzesa]y

N lookmw for her,
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j'Int& o\ne\ of these we ‘htll'ul'ed the brig to water and _woqd,m;d ‘while..

here 1 entertained: thoughts of escaping from her, but. though 1 exjoyed

apparent liberty, I felt tost I was narrowly watched. nor could | leave .

the unhappy young:lady, Miss. Arden, to her fate, without -attempting
het rescue, 1 consequently remained -on “board the ‘biig; entertaining,
.however, but slight hopes-of . escaping with my fair companion in capti-
vity, & . R ‘ v

i Thrown together s we now were, every day she woundher self more

and more closelirl round my heart. I wasail in all to her, for unhappily

her friend Mrs, Lawley zould render her no consolation or advice.
I'need. not deseribe how we spent our time at the island ;. our stay

was. brief, for the pirates were eager to be off to commence the life of -

plundér and dissipation, which they contemplated: for themselves:

" How- Miss Arden, esoaped other annoyance ‘than gich as her im-
‘P‘risonment.entailed, I know not; unless it was by, the influence of
the captain, Who' took every opportunity of showing his gratitude to
me. It was the redeeming ‘trait in his character, , L
i What ‘may seem extraordinary, all the time. we lay there, the mys-
terious pilot did not once appear; indeed, from the moment we laft
the open sea I did not observe him, . ~ = . o

| What had become of him [ could not tell, nor did the men seern
td know move,than I did. , :

 Howne -affirmed that he came on board in a. canoe after the foas-
sacre of the king's officer and boat’s crew; but others again denied
this statement, and declared no boat of any sort had. come alongside ,
indeed, at the distance we were from the ‘land, such was not pro-

‘bable, if she were indéed a bark built . by human hands, and he a’

human ‘being - Afterwards : the certainty. forced .iteelf on me, that a
spirit of darkness and evil had come smong the-devoted erew 1o urge
them on to destruotion. '

At last we sailed, and,’ ﬁs:'the::qa.n.vasé way loogened, a coal-black

ehsign was Tun .up at. our. peak, a'broadside was fired, and three
loud ‘cheers from the maddened . crew saluted the pirate flag®

; Away we flew on our: course of havoc. and destruction, and many
a richly laden .bark we met never .entered her destined port. I .am
"ot going to give & detailed deseription of all the- atrecities comumit-
ted by that aceursed crew : indeed, my recollection of those dreadful

events is far. from :distinet, except- that: the,mysterious pilot was al-

‘\jvays chief instigator and leader. . - » ) .
" No..sooner: had we qutted the. harbour, where we watered, and
got into the open sea, than he appeared..at his post.on deck. He
;never.gpoke to the men, but, when the tempest raged the londest, and
the: fight . grew 'the hottest, ‘his voice:was heard above the howling
'of the wind; or.the shricks -and groans of the ‘dying, . dnd, the. shouts
.of the victorious, encouraging the pirate band; or urging. thpm on to
“fresh: deeds of wviolence, . . T

- Bailing northward, otir; course marked by plunder and destruction, we
reached the ¢oast of. Cubs, - It was towards the evening when we stood
in-neat one of the Keys at the’ back of the:itland, when a signal was
hnisted at 'the fore, and before dark we again stood off the land,

R -

" ting to sea in search of more plunder.” - . ..
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‘Duting. the night, we: tacked .and beat back towards a fire.we. sw-
burning elose down to the water. We then fired a gny nd hove-to,., Not:
long afterwards the splash;of joars was heard, and-thiough. the darkness. -
1 discovered two large hoats. npproaching the vessel, . Captain Penroge; .
hailed them,and; the answer appeared satisfactory, fof, they, wers allow-
ed to come-alongside.. . . T R B

Tmmediately s number, of; 'dark. forms swarmed {p. the side’ of the:
vessel, 1 searcely thought - the boats could have contained. so ‘many of!
ther, Whoever they. were, they. were, warmly greeted by our crew. .

They were ,savage-looking “beings, habited .in every sort of,costume,
and, apparently, of every clime and;nation under.the sun.  As soon’.as .

 they were on board, the hoals which brought. them pulled back: again, '

tothe shore... .. o - . o U 0 G e T
All that night there was a wild:carousal among the newly-met com .

" rades, and, had they been attacked, they would have fallen an easy. proy..

to an enemy. Drunkenness-and brawls -were.ihe congequence—dagpers -
and knivés were drawn,.and more. than one fell ‘beneath the. steel of a
shipmate. .. : R . oLa .

L Twice I heard the sul-leﬁds‘ﬁll‘iéh of a liéﬁvy:bodjr f!hruwn ‘oferl‘)oalard ,
the dail water was the .only grave, an obscene jest.the only. obsequies .

the murdered pirvate received. : ~ |

During this time, Captain Penroso contirsued,mopdiyl_y.paciﬁgﬂth'e_ deek, -
keeping a few of the people to atiend tothe n'ecessat)‘\r' ‘duties of the ship, *
but not attempting to interferp with.therest. - = .00 ‘

He evidently felt that his authority aver them wis gone, while .the .
mysterious pilot was moving ‘among the excited crew.the ‘whole. time, .
encouraging them to increase their debauch, and fomenting fresh disputes
and quarrels, o T A

We now again stood southward towards. the Spanish main, and,though
before we had captured many defenceless. vessels, we:now attacked any ;

- we,enconntered of equal force with omselves, and ‘always came off. vie- © .
_ torious.. Some, after .Phll‘idt;l‘l{_lg, the, pirates st on. Are, with all their - .

people on board 3 the erews of others  were made to [walk .the plank;
some were sunk ; and none escaped to. betray the _perpetrators of ‘these -
atrocities, . e ; e e

‘Wit = ship.loaded with plunder, we then repairéd.to a Spanish port, -

" where  the pirates weie. recejved by the inhabitants .with open. arms.

Here they soom spent their ill-gotten gains in debauchery. and ‘excess of :
every kind ;. and, not till. they had. no'means left of jpurchasing. these -
gratifications, could they be indnced to, make any preparations for pute

Durjng, this time I vemained. a .close prisoner on board ; nor could I
account for. the anxiety of the ¢aptain to detain me, till.he one day came |
to me; and told mic.that he purposed landing. meand X ‘ :
first opportunity, at Jamaica, ox.on one. of the nearestislands belonging -
\o the Jinglish, qoncluding,-.bygéayir;g‘,——:;' G N L

] shall then, Andrews, have fulfilled my promise.to you; for your
wake, also; | have preserved Miss' Arden, and you thuﬁ‘ have no causeto .

«ay, that among my other crimes ingratitude is one.”

K

*

Miss Arden, on:the .|
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1 expressed my thanks ibr his intentions and ihie favour he had shown
to my unfortuiiate compasion and to mo, -
|« 8penk not of it,” he dnswered 3 I do not willingly part with you,
fo{' you are the (mly mian on board this accursed eraft with whom I'can
Have any sympathy, and yet T have made most of them what they are.
I would "have made yon also a comrade, but you were net to be tempted
Well, I caniiot find fault with’ you minia is not, perhaps, the most en-
viable career, but J. have pursued. it o0 long to dream of turning hack ;
my soul is already lost withsut hope—lost, lost, lost :

- He'was silent for a moment. -
/% What nonsense I was speaking ! he exclalmed suddenly, a ghastly
smile lighting up his features. “We shall part svon, Andrews, and shall
never meet again; for my time is,nearly up, and there is one for Ine who
never allows his bondsmen to escape.”
i He again checked himgelf. ‘

L

" % More folly  he suddenly- exelalmed breakmg info a loud wild -
laugh “] have been apt lately to talk in a rambling way. What did
" 1say?. Well, no matter. I was telling you 1 would land you and Mlss

Arden, as soon ag posslble.
. “And why not quit this dreadful life yourself, Oaptam Penrose, before
1t is too late ?” I uttered, hastily.

The' same ghastl} sile, us before, passed over his features,

" “ The advice of a boy,’ Andrexz ¥ "he replied. *‘Because I am ﬁed- .
ded to it, and it to me, wﬂ,h bonds strongsr than the church: ever bound
man to woman.” ! ‘

¥

[‘" “ All hands unmoor Bhlp p
‘Theke words were uttered in the unearthly voxce of the dark stranger
yet no one was aware that he was on board."

- -* My last-cruise " exclaimed thé captain, springing from his seat, and -

sushing on deck. “All haiids wximoor ship ™ he repeated, and in & mo-
ment he' was all lifo and energy. “Huzza, my boys ! the wealth which
floats on the wide sea shall be our reward 7 he shouted, to encourage
the men as they ran the anchor 'up.to the bows,

“ The Wwide sea shall be your reward ” cried the mysterious voice,

“ Ha, ha, ha { ” rang through the ship. - ‘
' The'seamen for a montent stood aghast,but they were not-to be daym-
‘ted ; they persuaded themselves it was the voice of the captain; but
that night they Yad terrible cause to think differently. _The sails were
ioosened the tacks hauled on board, the sheets aft, and once more the
doomed bng flew sedward to " her acoursed worl ; ; tempest and lightning
accompanying her on her course,

No sooner were wé clear of land, than the sky, hlthertp of azure hue,

. becarhé overcast with clouds ; the wind inereased to a- furicus gale, the

gea rofe with wild foaming crests, and away we Adrove before the blast ;
the lightnitig' flashing vividly, the thunder roaring, and the waves in.
deluges breaking over our decks. - Whenever I went on deck, thero I
gaw standmg, near the helm, the mysterwus stranger,

He ‘might have been taken for a statue, so calm and unmoved he
itood not.a word did he utter, his dark bronze-cwlored countennnce

5
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alone ethlbatmg malks of satisfuction, as the stomﬁ raged more ﬁelcolv,
and maiy of the senmen showed mgns of iear at- the awful stufe of thev
elements, '

- There -was somethmg per(uhally 1émﬁc in the. stern g]ance of: has davk

cye, and the sarcastic curl of  his otherwise 1mmovaable lip: As spull o

bound I gazed on him, my; limbs shook, 1ill T sankienseless on the' deck:

- On, on ‘we flew towards the north; d.zy after d:iy, when & ﬁaal waa-
made out right ahead, - : .

““ A prize! a prize ! was the ery on board '

We neired her fast, nor did shé attempt to e&.cape R We seeme-d :
tor ﬂy over the waters, at siich a rate did the gale drive'usoiiward auid
the pirates little thouo'ht vihat demon power blc,w those {mlous blasts
urging them on to destructmn

The s‘crangex Was soon’ made out to bé a farwe sinp, and the! pxmtéxs,
eagex for'plunder, insisted that she was a rmhly laden 'merchantmai,
Every prepuration was, however, made fur a ﬁghti shuuld she pmve, ie
she probably was, well armed. © - §

The black Aag was hoisted to mtlmldate the engmy, and’ before lodlg .
we brought her within range of our guns, = As Wwe: were’ about. to 1un -
alonfgside, she suddenly YHauled her wind, and befode we ha fixie to-Jff
likewise, she poured in from a broadside of ten guns a heavy fire, rakirlg
us fore and aft, and then Keeping'away again, allowed us to vange up
on her beam, griving us a taste of her quality on that side also, -+ | .

- Never shall ['forget the shrieks, the cries, and f:he groa.ns of the en-
raged pitates, or thelr f'earfﬁl 'denunciations of vengeance. ' They stora-
ed and swore in vain; their'oaths and cries échoell with-mocking eries

by the same mysturmus voite g5’ before and this tisme the seamun guess- K

ed from whenee it came. . A ,
Every shot from the enemy had told thh awful’ effect, whlla we. had.
done but little damage in return, “Nambers lay dead others” dying or’
dreadfully wounded, some of the guns were dismounted, the bulwarks

- torn, and decks ploughed up, glippery w1th gore and - enuumbered with

the wreck of the shattered spars and rlggmg, whil¢ the mzunmnst strut.k=
‘just above thé deck, looked as if ready ¢very:instant to falli o
Above all the noise,and confusion, the voice of the dark stranger wis

* now heard with tern o tones, encouragmg the pu'ate crew to wuew:ad--

exertions. ‘
Theéir only cha.nce of’ vmtory WS £0.Fun. a]ongsxﬁe, and try a hand ‘ro
haiid struggle, but scarcely conld they. hope’ for ‘stdeess agaifst. a’ well-
armed king’s ship, '~ The ‘attempt, however, wad tiade, the! pirate. cap-
tain lashlng fast the ﬂuke uf the bow-anchor mto the fore-nggmw of t!m'
enem : :
Thzn camé the fiercest atufe ‘I‘hree t:mes dul the plrates gam o
footing on the deck of the’ kmg’s shlp, and -af oﬁen were they dmw,n
back, and boaided in'return, each lime with muchidirinishéd numbers;
but they fought for life and hbeaty, and well’ knew that quartc.r Would
neither be asked nor given,' e .
Among the firit who boatded us from the kmgs Bhlp, was gemle

" ran dressed in plain c]othes, who fought wnth the greatest despera.dom




.76 . - THE. BLACK OR UIBER .OR,

EVen the ﬁemest held back tlll he crossed swords with the captain. . At
that moment, the unhappy, Mrs, Lawley, instigated. by what motive T
know not, rushed: on”deck; and o sooner did her glance-fall on the
brave man who was defendmg ‘himiself against such. fearful odds; thax

she uttered a piercing shriek, w}nch sounded above the din of battle ahd.

the Toaring. of the. wind, - ‘

“ My husbard! my Husband ! '” she axolmmed but scarcely had she
uttered. the words, when the sword of the p)mte pierced him to the
heart, - She rushed forward'to stay the murderer’s-hand, hut it was too
late ; and as she beheld the lifeless body-of her husband she clasped
her hands, with an .expression of’ hopeless Bgony on. het «countenance,
which I shall never forget, exclaiming, .

“ And was it thus for one ‘abandoned llke the you died 7 Oh, Henry,‘ .

how unworthy was | of you, but I will not survive you” = .*
As ghe uttered these words, she threw herself on the body. - She took
1lw hund:ion which the chill. of death was already settling.;.she, gazed

into the ‘eyes of the corpss now glazed and. gongeless,. . She assured

herself that her husband: was indéed dead ; then,: unpartmg a kiss upon

" the cold brow, she sprang on her feet, and before;any of the pirates. :

could stay her, she threw. hetself with o' ehriek of convulswe laughter,
into the raging orean,. - .

The sound was. echoed in. shll w;lder strams, ’ay a, thnusan& mot‘kmg""

voices, which, seemed to Jssue from the dark clouds, hangmw like o fone-
rai.pall overhead. . - 1

Even the:bold plrlites stood. aghast, 'but the captam ordered a boat to.
be instantly lowered, | -The. command. way obeyed, and, the boat was

swhmped: alongside, while:thres of - the crew were swept away by the

sea ; indeed the attempt was useless, for the moment the unhappy lady

plunged into the water, she:sank heneath xts suxf‘ace, nor was the least
trace of her again visible,.

During every : action T had been on deck itandmg near.the. mammast,j

but taking no part in the fra.y, and caring’ little whether & shot knocked
me over Qr.not.. .- . -

Had it not been for, Miss Arden I should have‘ welcomed death a8
release from' the life of thraldpm I wag: doomed. to_bear, and  the hor—
rors 1o which I was daily a witness ;, but ,to ‘protect her I w1shed 10 live

—only I was determined that. the pirates should not sy that I held .

back fror joining them through-dowardice, .

It might seem, extraotdmary that I shnuld\care for the opmmn of such
repmbates, but 1 :helieve ‘my behavior. in. this respect ‘mainly:assisteld
the captain in preserving me from their foxy: .

“ While 1 was standing as I have described, the shot and spim*ters ﬂy-

ing! harralessly ‘about iny. head, thrice did the Demon Pilot pass close to -

.me; 8 gleam of. malignant. satisfaction on his. hronze-hlce -counienanee
for he knew full well the, souls that he had JTured, to destrnction were
abont to become his. prey. ..

The guns roared Jouder than ever, the shot crashed through the sides
of the brig, the yells of the tomibatants grew fieycer and. fiercer, whien
it struck me: taat the: slnp was settlmg deeper and deeper in the water.

‘ing a cutlass, [ struck a pirate dead who attempt
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thpught that Miss Arden, would be left to. nglsh rushed‘ into my

hend ?and 1 sprang below, ; .: fmmd her: stretc}:e.d{_ . the gofa, ing . " -
- with terror, and;the watﬂr ;n.](read’y ‘washing the i ‘of

ng her sepseless. form.in my,arms; 1 hurried; agaq
2. to oppose (m .
at that instant the ‘quarters: of the two vessels, meetmg, sprang' over -

the hgmmack-netiings, on board the kmg’a ship. ..

The last act had beeti witnessed. by oue of the ofﬁcers, or, Ish
have been cut down 1mmed1ately, for “the - seamen thinking that
were abont to be hoarded in; that dneetwn, came aff.to repul g the epeny,
but , the fresh air_recovering, M;xss ‘Arden, she msfantly pe cemad what
had deeurred, ahd throwmw hergelf hefore me, exclaimed, . ‘

¢ He iy no puale oh/.do not mjure him L

At these words the men, estrained ‘theik hzmds, i
‘their. attentwn A8 ca,lled pﬁ' to- thness tha aw ul fate
Ehl g - ¢|
I];urmo the act:on the storm had much lncreaget!
corveite, seeing her cnnfhtmn, contn‘x‘ Jtoeut h i of ‘th
ship; just as I was leaping on board. To the last; thou !
was almost awash.with the deck, the.pirates’ contifiu
attering fearful. yells,: shneks, aqd%curges. - :

‘AB, 1 gazed at her. wnh 't ring. eves, . ‘he:ld he tertific form oi: the‘, :

o i B : :
‘Qark stranger, staudmg uprlght and 'I;he bodxesr ‘the ' dying and --‘tpe,

dead, and the;wreck of’spars and rrggmg ‘whmh mbexed the.d

Gradually his. figure.ex qnde mto giganiio )i:)p fions, &5 ;
instant more hadeous andlP awful. ~His bronze- e cnuntenance, withhig
eyes-like farnaces, . -reached, the . topmast—head a8 he stpod between the

" two masts of the brigy graspmg one in each- harid; the vivid - lightning

playing round his stexn features, while-the: Toar; of‘s the. thunder and 'the ;

cannon, the cmshmg of spars and tithbers; the' wlld tumult of human.

voices, and -the shouts of the mocking laughter, of the invisible spmts

who surrounded us, made 8 wﬂder din” than is' heard m the hercest

fight. G :
Funously he stamped hls feet ' the wﬂﬂ sea

the pirate ship; again, e, atamped with greater

* the waters dashed, upwards rom, the stroI:e,

showefs jover our mast-heads 3 afthlrd ume_ he‘sta
down went_the acotrsed brig io. the unfath
the despairing shrieks of -thie orew ringing
-gulfed beneath the foaraing waves, the 1agt ohjett
"mendotis countenange of th 2 dumon, llghted n
factiop-at having this secizred his prey .
That also grew, gradually. faifiter and
ed, and pot a trace was left of ‘the doortied bark
No gooner had this. dreaful event oocurred,’
the sea: went dqwn, the cldtlds Were dxasxpa,ted
forth ’hom the. blue sky.. :
What may seem extrqor ,1nary 15, that not a.

~ #oe cruiser had been m_]ute,d,
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1 was immediately led up‘to-the ‘Eézp't‘ain, ‘ho, hearing the ‘account of

' the, officer who witnessed . miy killing the pirate, believed ‘my rather in-

‘ c_rgg?ibleféﬁoi‘y (which I hope, by’ the by, you'will do,) and every atien-
tiodt which eotrtesy and humanity could dietate Was paid to Miss Arden.’

and myself.

. We scon reached Poit Royal, in_Jamaiéa,“.wheré‘Mr. ‘Arden, who had

- given his daughter.up as lost, was so ovexjoyed at her recovery, that ke

could ‘deny her’no request she made.” One'of the fitst was, that she
might bestow her hand wpon me, -~ o U

“On myreturn’ to England I called on” Mr. 'Dé.‘h‘iér."\i'ho’ of Vcourse

. -thq;‘lghf that [ rnizél': Kave been Jost; in his brig. He expressed himself
much pleased at seeing ine gafe, and satisfied  with-my conduct through-

out, though he did not appear’ quite to comprehend ‘the account I gave

I afterwards met the teal Captain Pehrose, who ha;l)'pened just’ then
‘to t}e in Liverpool, and he nairated to me how he had - been robbed by
a man who had. assimed his name, 'and ran away with the brig} but

1o this ‘k'lé,-y,no ofie has been' hble to discover the true name of the pirate

chief © ‘
"‘We thanked Captain Andrews for his yarn, and he having made him:
gelfjas he said, perfectly comfortalile, returned to his own ship, whieh, on
tl;a];1 {oIlowmg‘ morning, made sail to the southward; and. we saw no more
of him, =~ I 3 o

N . i le - . ’ ' ; -
- " I have strong suspicions that at the timie he referved to, he was out of -

his fn}ﬁnd, and that the Demon Pilot was the phantom of a heated brain,
.CHAPTER VIL

. THE SHIP ON PIRE. SR 3

'I:‘nosm' ‘who have.been alone acpustox'ned' to the quick changes of a

dorthern clime, the seldom falling breeze, the heat and ¢old, the elouds

- and sunshine, which herden end invigorate the frames of Englishmen,”

caii searcely picture to themiselves the lassitude of mind apd body, and
the| weariness of one whose eyo rests from day to day on the same un.

changing expanse of the evershining and boundless sea, and the blue, -
cloidless eky. - For some "days we lay almoat like's: log on the water, ~

without life or animation, when even a gale-of wind and a black cano- "
pyof clouds with deluges of rain, would ‘have bedn welcomed as a

change. At last, towards evening, a braeze sprang up, and carried .us

‘along in our course, at a somewhat faster rate than we had for some

time past moved,

. I'had thé fiyst watch that night, and somewhat about seven bells 1.

was walking the quarter-deck with the rnate of ‘the watch, Henry Seaton

as gentlemanly, open-hearted, and fine & yonngster as over stepped.
"It is o strange part ‘of the world we are bound for,” he observed,” (!

"had before discovered that he was find of moralizing.) Even the pro -

- way to superstitious feelings,” " This ‘wds oné of ‘them: - =

'“\-_._._‘_ . . . ‘.' ) -J'l )
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fusion of natire's bounties become durses, and’ mian adds his owa worst

_passions to turn the paradise into a pandemonium;

“ You are in a poetica mood tonight; Seaton;” T observed.” o
! " 1 obser i

1 Believe I am, sir. ' It is ‘a night. to make every enefaneifal,”)

‘ _ He spole the truth, . The wind ‘was still s0 Heht “ihat it had sedrely :

raised a rippl - on the glass-like surface of the opean, on whigh the my-
riads of stars -wich dottéd the dark are of heaven wsr%r’eﬂet?ﬁed agina
gigantio lookiag glass, expept where the young pale m on, just sinking

.in the sky, cast a line of light'like chased silvec/upon the, water, ™ I

" A thin, transparent  migt ﬂlledi-the“atmosphfr in which one almost
‘expected to.‘seq“ﬂoating“i‘;ﬂ‘:ingk‘}df‘,anbthe}v world, ;thé"gtjﬁxdian'spiﬁt wf
the ealin, and spow-white wings and erowns of “pearls, and to hed the
soft music of their voices,” - = = . ol o U T

Not 2 sound met the ear except the gentle ripple’of ‘the water against
the vessel’s bows, as she, clove her. onward \iia.'y}} and the occasional f;u‘p
of some finny inhabitant of the deep; as, after Hising above 't‘(ie‘su.l:face';‘ ,
it fell again into its hative element. Theye are seaspny when, from
some peculiarity in the atmosphere, or frond the scenery, the genius: loct,
or from one’s own intamnal sensations, one .feflls more inclined 't give

y K Vi e “—. \F l’w.l

“ Do- you kuow, sir, that I'feel that I shall not &tjoy more nights like
this,” continued my companion. * Something tells me that my days are
mumbered, You will laugh at me, sir, when T tell you,ithat justinow,

as I stood looking over the tafirail, I distinet] tL' W a figure, dresséd Yin
s )

shining white robes, rise ‘ot of the séa, and With a. Jook of deep! grief
beckon me towards her. - The features became gradually like those ‘of

.my sainted mother, now:in heaven, and. I heapd™'a btrainof musiblike -

that which strikes the-ear ss one perchance pisses.at’ a little distance
from a churoh. where inass is perforiming. I felt'a strong inclination fo
follow the blessed vision; but. it faded girdually from my sight the mo-
ment 1 heard-your voiee calling me. " Depéd -upon 1it, sir,” we' shall
have a hurricane or something peculiar before long.? - .
# 4 The vision, if vision it were, mote probably was sent to assure us of ..
safety,” I answered grively, for Isaw that the lad was not in d'mood
to be laughed at, - “More probably it was thd‘ggwoik‘.‘of' 'your own iragi- -
nation.” . Do e e me
“#With due respect to you, sir, I think not,” he answdred, calily : “I
was never of an imaginative. turn till now, thoigh- my fancy, I eonfess,
has run rather wild lately.. :Ah, sir, I thought'T wasright !I” he exclaiin-
ed; saddenly pointing to gouth-east,, niearly ahedd. of our course. - *Look, -

sir, Took at the red glow which has just Jighted up the’ seastern sky. It N

jcannot be the sun rising sotite hours-before higitime” -+ 0
‘T gazed in the direction he pointed. At first 1 thought it was gome

.‘phenornenon like the augers; borealis, hiit” it‘;giaduallyigréw redder and -

‘redder; till. it was of & far deeper hue than that ‘ever nssumes.| Weo
witched it attentively,’anid as we advanced our écur’ge‘it'appe'g;;‘ed to
extend more widely ovér the sky; and to radiate from a centre bélow the
horizon. ' L B S A

G aloft, Mr. Seaton, and see if you can make out what it is, before *
we are relieved,” I said, o o o
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oo L TR L On standing up in the stern-sheets, T could perveive g long,
He sprung- into the fore-tigging, and in & few minutes was again’'by b ject: floating,on the water, to, which I:._‘if’“}.‘;lb; “’ttxlfﬂp‘ﬁ‘ ;$
my side; S ‘ TR . o  ‘geveral human; beings clinging. 'We hs,]upd,-:-- :

+ Or p ship'on fire, sir. - I fear the latter ; for 1 S - The' men'gavé wa hall't
J.h .

"‘A,bu?n’ing mountain , i gave wa
fancied that 1 could see her masts amid the flames,” = . ' topihast or the bowsprit
“ L agree with you, Seaton; I fear that this strangs light proceeds from o - we jiieré:éived‘t'he;'h@‘ad,o
. a burning ship. . How's her head?. .. . .7 o : ‘body-wag supported by 3
i Mast-south-east, sir,” ho replied, “We are standing directly for the ' © . gnd which had saved hi
“ Keep her sp,-and we, shal-l‘soon.sulve,.thq-mystery.’?‘z oo . S & - At first we thought
The master soon after.came on deck to relieve me,-but I was far too - 'we-pburé&-"fa‘ féiy”dté{a A8 INLo -
' ingerested to tum, in; so0 I continued pacing ‘the déck with my brother : " the 'doctoi’s ad'\‘rieg,;t_,a;“e,,}tltlxrpp,‘whﬁ!??ll‘gi > e
Coffioer o oo BT WA \ " imation: - Our furthet search pioved unavailing i
As the morning drew on the breeze. freshened mp.a little, but not o . el to the ship, with ithe'only ma ved i
enongh ‘1o satisfy our impatience, when.we:discovered, as we soon ‘did, ‘ " newro; but: dressed in -an'.?}@ngltsh
" toa certainty, that.a large. vessel was. btirning ahead of s, and that ' " piné the
evéry moment’s delay might. cansign fome of.our fellow-beings to the

most dreadful of deaths,” - . - . . . o : t somie:grigvous; personal inju:
The captain, according to his standing orders; when dny thing unusaal - ; ‘ him, oo LT e
eccurred, wig celled, and as soon as he came on, deck, he ordered every ‘ ' ‘ -+ +Oh; massd, no cut 'iﬂ!‘?ﬂt 4 Let 'hlly b‘t o
stitch of canvass the brig could carry-1 be get, - The.scamen flew with. " ydte no kil All de blbéd'{ deblood ! run lik
alacrity to the work,'and very'soon eyery soul-in the ship, except a few = - """ These broken exclamations were. the fir

timat
inveterate sleepers, were on the. alert, : . dreadful tragedy, whichihad been enasted - the " provioy

As we npproached the: burping ship the sight was -awful, and at the ' _ "-the spot on which -we. fow floated. ~Th E{Hﬁ’ﬁt

same time beautiful, . The:whole:sea seemed on fire with the refleetion - longed to ailarge ship; theAnhﬂ,thh :

of the bright flames, whish towered up in wreathy columuns around the ’ T " her way from thé Mauriting, dod taken'several pe W
tall masts towards the eky, and oast their ruddy glow onl our wide spread - | thiat" she’ midtered in " all 'hotween ity and Siconr whdet Brithh

of canvass ;. but.we were.too distant to repder assistance, the masts, one . " . Unsuspicious of evil, shid was ‘approached by & T 0 1: Her for water. . -
after, another, were seen to shoof; upwards and then to fall—~we almost ‘ " wlouts, who hailed Ler to know the longitudo;’ and .?”f‘.st_ tflr s{raﬁ; org
fancied that we.could hear:them hjés—into the-water, and -after that '  Tiie crew and passengera’of ?h?‘Sh'E wera ,l?olf?t.lg“fa 7 "fh' o ﬁh ei; e
the flames rushed forth from stem to stern, still brighter and more fierce- - who, after speaking them, had gone a little distanee ‘from them, 3 -

5;&3: o

PP ‘ : . - & : - St Sele o her side: bu y thought hoth- .~
ly, till it was clear that not a huntan being could- be existing on‘hoard. observed two boats-ghove off* from h?{" side; but t.hey thought poin- .
Sho was buming rpidly 't watergedg 1E " ing of tnis, bs they fancied. the people were in o busry to quonh e
We still persisted in nearing her, for ‘it was -probable the whola or” fhirst. As the boats pulled up on one side, the "if ooner, wen, &

part of the crew .might have es¢aped: in the. boatss -. Our glasses. were - ‘ - and ranged up on the other, wk en . ”:,._tﬂfPau,

employed in looking for them,: but. none could be seen.- We; however, 1 " soihe men-in the bottomy,of ‘the‘boats, was thr

fired geveral guns, in case any people remained afloat, to wam them of .. could be branght ‘to bear ‘from . the ship, o it
~ our approachto their assistance.: The fire was still burning as fiercely o o aﬂﬁé‘,fthirtfde’g"sp,éradga‘éiw@! o their decks; cy *lm fn Thet aif
‘as_ever, when, a8. we were gazing at it, the whole ‘mass seemed to I , aud left; and Jolling every Hﬂ;:tht?){L ‘Ptl,‘-."{u‘?o“t-'i‘;tf‘ffey Py

oscillate fora moment, and. then, we: were left in'a sombre darkness, ' -was evidently to Jéave o one 31,1292{10“‘*311"-'-‘.91-‘.9“ :

The wreck had sunk beneath the wayes.: . . . .. ‘ " Alf the men, who qﬁ,‘q,r‘?ﬂqny.*?ﬁﬁs?a!l,??{f‘.’t'?rﬁ

- What had become of -the Luman beings. who lately peopled her, was the women, the négro f g;g@;fht}ﬂ ‘béen carry

“the question ? Wo :shortened sail, and.lay.to near. the spot, firihg guns . The ;pirﬁteqj'th' n set v 6rvk‘f§0if}ﬂ_° ‘tt}e_ ship,

at’intervals, while. the beats were :got into the water and- pulled about ‘ “they donsidéred” of ‘value’ ::ihfﬁl'}“P}V?lsV‘?‘?Se{I-

in_ every directian, in case any,one should be gtill floarving: alive on rafts : . furward; when Hg saw th th’e'."?féfﬁ' overpo ‘iﬁh e
and: spars, though our hope of finding them.was faint indeed, A wasin ‘ ‘ " clinging to 'the bight of ‘B¥ove, hung °".'9?!’9”:’ L d S when 4o b ho'l.“:
the gig, and had taken rather a lénger sweep than before, when a man. ‘ L " Oi"seeing the pirate sheer off, ha returned 031’*;19?1‘35 w j;'i“’- 0,18 voral
I had placed in the bows to look out, exclaimed— . - - ..« . ’ ror, he found' that the miscreants had 'set, ‘thﬂghlp ;?né';der?. “Tﬁsg‘ that -

* Starboard, sir, starboard I There’s something, I see, away on our Jar- - ' places, leaving the créw, whom they had bound hand, and‘ foo 80 that -

board-bow, steady, s0.”” -« ... . - - e o ' “ e . e ‘
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L t,hey,é coul
.. rible fute,

t‘quer'xlch the flames, which now raged furiously. ' His companions had
miade a rush aft to lowei ‘away one of the quarter-boats, but the fire
_overtook them: before. they could acoomplish their object,

_ He had ‘climbed out fo the end of tho howsprit, where, as the ship
camé’ up head to wind, he remained till ‘the heel being burnt almost
.. through, it was carried a.,wa;by the’ falling masts. He knew very lit-
tle more of what happened till we picked ‘him up, : ‘

any ther floating thinjy upon the world of waters; but good lgok-outs
“were sent aloft to watch for.any sail we might sight, After the dread-
ful acoount we had heard, every man in the ship was eager to cone up

-with the pirate; indeed there was' little fear of his escaping: notice, -

should he come within the range of vision, for every instant -men were
goiniﬁ to the top-gallant-mast-head to wateh for him. S
~ Thus pagsed the .greater part of the day, without a-sail appearing to
break the dark line of horizon. About the ‘middle of the afternoon
watch, my ypung friend Seaton had gone aloft to take a look round,
when I heard him shout out, * A sail in. sight on-the starboard bow ¥ ~
“ Port, the helm,” I ‘oried. ' o 4 ~
“ gbrt it is,” was the answer, . .
. % Bteady—how does she go now, Mr. Seaton 77 .
“ Right - fot it, sir,”” he answered, from hig lofty perch. :
. Get a.pull on the larboard braces,” T cried. “That will do.”
‘Thie wind was now on our starboard quarter, and with studden sails
set alow and aloft, away we bowled after the stranger.

1 ' . '
: [

' . CHAPTER 7VII

THE 'CHASE.

 Tig freshening breeze carried us bravely along over the laughing
_blue; waves, the foam flew from ot ‘bows, and ‘the white sails strained
and pulled like impatient spirits, eager to drag onwards their bodies of

grosser mould, Thus we rapidly approached the stranger; for instead

“of flying fiora, us she was standing towards ns, on a bow:line, iinder easy’
sal,. :
T fear she is not the craft we. are in search of,” said the captain to me,
or she would not stand on so close to.us in that bold way. : .
«T do not know thatsir,” I replied ; * she may mistake us at the dis-
tance she is_still fromi vg, for a merchantman, “Many of the Liverpool
traders are fine, vessels, and the Portuguese and /Spaniards often carry a
“broad spread of canvass, Perhaps she may find that she has caught a

Tartar.,” . .. R B
~ “Thope you.are right, Mr. Fairfield,” replied the captain. “If she

i

d not fres thqmsﬁlv'ejaa,';and the wounded aﬁd dj{ing, to thie ter-

o liberated those ha gould reach, but all. their exertions could mot. -

; : L \ - the fellow show himself. as soon as we come up. fo. him,
R[efu“;nit)g daylight epa.;bled us to ascertain that there was no boat or * '

- you know that even now; Tifancy she is de

* sail'and remained stationary on the waters, the sharp .bo

TH: S0OURGE OF.THD SHAS. 8

do "you make her-out to be,; Mi. Green 7. | . oo
A large square topsail scnoguer, sir,” replied ﬂha’“ master, who ‘was ad-
dressed.  * She has a wigked look-about.her which sadly belies henif sho
is.honest.” B A LR A PR e UL P
1 do not think .therg ‘i riiueh’ of that.commodity on board yonder .
craft; [ observed. * Wait a bit, and. as goon as- ghe males ot what.we .-
are, depend ot it, she'll tnh af:a great yate, ¢ bt U
"« Beat to.quarters;” exclaimed-ihe captain ; ¢ ”;algll;ev.ents.malre

‘prove the slé.ver i:qe’Il ﬂx;,a!qe_.‘he‘r péy;-fo: her .lggf ;;igl,}"sﬁmrk,,,, What

N

should not discover 1Hat we pré'fé:,;igé.n-bf-:\&ar‘
closed, no pains had been: taken. to, disguise’ .
plasses we couldperieive thatishe was a long I

Sl the gchqéné%appi‘dhﬁh@d till we;,fh?uglz it scal;'ceiy

- on a sidé; and a long” one 'amidships, 'no'i‘;.,,.3to;,1jspe:alc;;§:‘c.,f

swivelsiwhich graced her ‘quarters. .In fact she was on

- rakish looking crafts I ever siw.

"« If ihey ‘are..pitates, they dre bold follows to board:a British man-of. -
war 1 that way,” 1 observed to Seaton, wholwag standing near me, -
__* There seems something stringe about the.cr Ttogether, &ir,” he re--
plied; ““Who would:suppose that you beantifulifabrie was empl
an instrument of evil 7. yet, 1.feel " certain that, Motwith wanding her be-

haviour, shé " is ‘the pirate which destroyed the s hip last night.. -And do
stiried. fo. work ué some. evil,”

" Why, Seaton, you' are -growing fancifal,” I yeplied; laughing., - At -
night the imagination may be‘exoused. if. it ramble a litile, . but in- the
day-time you ought to keep-it within bounds.” ..} A

While we were speaking, whiz—bang=—wen, & shob across our , fore
foot, and up, went the flag of Spain to the peak of the sghooner.. *Our
captain laughed outrights ' 7 . R T B R A S
% The fellow is determined to be beforehand with us at all events,” he
exclaimed,  “Hoist our colours, and run out,;thg{giﬁhs to: shiow, him that
we have teeth s well as he, and can bite as har] when we haye amind
for it.”. R LR A DU
© 4 Shorten sail, Mr. Upton,” o the first lienteant, ¢ and be ready to
tack ship, for as soon as the fellow discovers hi# xnistake he'll be off in

. the wind’s eye, and be a mile to windward of 'u;"while;?.'w@ gifqlil;akiing m -

our ‘flying kites

4

" "Not a bit,of it——the stranger.came.on, and passing dlose.to us-on the

other tack, hailed in. Spanish {0, know what ship we. were. In; answer .

to the same question put by us, he gaid he ‘was bound to -Cadig, from
some poxt the name of which. we could not make gut.. "¢ -

i

- «Heave to, then, and send a boat on bosrd us;,!’éf exclaim ad.iﬁe'dﬁpﬁaip; 4

“but the stranger did not, 'or' would not; comprehend the'order. . . ...

]

“he. wust, be taught manners if ke does not .kr_x;o{w_;he‘:xi,_ S

. No sooner, howevey, was: the ghot fired,. than }he backe ‘his; fore-top-

: sow of -the véisel

vising and falling gracefully in the swelling wave~~buthe did not seénd
: . I ’ oL L C

“Give the fellow a. shot then, across his bowa,”; dontinued. the captain;

ag.employed a8 -
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A boat on board ‘as’he was ordered i) dn.: Accordmgly, we; hove abiout
und 5rm down to him, askmg hnm why hie did not'do ag: des1red

- Nan" tekpgo. senares;’ ﬂfls'dvered i e stan ng in the ‘main’ chams '

' “T ey‘haire ali Tidedi-Tost or*'dwabléd Aud” we have“ndne whwh ca
swnm ' V . :

AT tratll of tlna ) ert’iéri ght imre been doubled; for a dlngy,—-d.

7 smalj boat,-—m”verY”goo:I 6q’ndxtion apparentiy, '}vqs hangm ‘over her

stertl, and her starboard ‘quarterbost’ appegmd ninjared t]wu h the -
. larbbdrd’ ot lookelH. i L g

" The captam, howéverf Qid ot sdeini 10 liave any duispicions us to her
charhiter, he: lm ‘drigwe éd" Pm.t e "would sénd a “boat ‘o board Jand -

a8'if 1t had!a sho rouigh the bows;

‘ordérsd o/ to' go'iy the gig imd oyerhatil his plipéra.” * A boat was imine-;
. diatély manhned;and Fiu ped into hiéh ' AS' pulled dlorigside Iobsmved

‘o nimbet of" w].lanoui-ldaimtigg - dountensnces '] ‘peering ‘down upon me, and
bem’g “Hully? lmi)résse& “ith the’ ided that ths mien' with whom I 'was |

about"ta»véﬁma% Wefe 4 sef ‘of darmg’dut—thtoa and I sholild not have
been'at all surf; rised, had Lbe i knockéd on’ t}ie*head TR stepped on
bodrd:! With thix’ impt‘ésmﬁ ordéréd- thie tndn’ onin6’ déconint 1o be
temp‘ted ﬁp thesidd; or sWer an questmns pub 1o ther, but if

they‘aaw anything t shove  off & ‘ofice, for I- thought there °

was o' redson Whiy the- fody féIIWB ‘should, be's aorlﬁced even i 1 were.
}m théteforé* sﬁfhewhat burprided When d pair: of unéxceptionable

‘ tqrildeampés*wefe ‘harided* 15 mé thtougl the' giingwuy, and-I found
- the sidds fiiniie man»uﬁfm faghi ‘riforeko sl when 1was received
- ‘"‘='fqua‘ﬁ'tcr sole by k. Hile; entléman}y enry but: whoge ‘immense
whigkers cotipletély” }ml the léwer ‘patt’ of' his'ébiinténanes; in a sort of

qndr 88 naval uniform, whio' f;ho]ftély Yiowed: to' ey weléonted ‘tne on |

hoar the 8 b.mahlschooner, Espemnza,xbelongmg‘ia the Péit of Cadiz,
and lately iP otn  Havarinahi, thh’vmgihehn driven: soriewhat to the south-
ward: of her course by 2 gals she encouniered ten days before L
8 ey | piobablb‘ ‘deouint, M I'fhousht! 5“‘But Sei] of, may [ beg to
imow it ot ure the' Saptain’of this ship?” . 0

4 T-have' the’ onouy' o domiand her;”” was the ansWer.

“-And yourname, Senpr - "
% Don Diego Lopez'de; Mendnza, at’ your serv;ce, Senor,” he replled

. with ‘anétheér of s, Ininhitable: bows. -

¢ Than, Henhor Dot Dzego de Mendoza,l must trouble you to show

-your papers.”

" Con' mitchd 'gusto, Seno:" ke answered, smiling - blamlly. 4 Will .

¢ you: step down| below mto mf hutible cabm, and 1 wiil show them to-
* you P! a
4 I boweﬂ and pre nred*to fbllow hlm, castmg a look ag’ Igot to the.
head ‘ot the compahmn ‘laddet; towards my own ship "she was well to
~windward, dhd “Jept the’ sohtsmier cbmtsletely under her guns. T was
suameiy prepired: for the ”lﬁxury displayed :in”the ‘cabin, the' damask
hangings - and coveritige to'the/ sofas and: ictinirs;’ ‘thé “profusibn of Plate,
-and gluss; ‘andthe: quanuty of weapuns of varioys manufacture, swords
end fire-arrs, arranged against the bolk-head, '
The'cabm‘ way rzght ﬁﬂz anithe storn wmdows wera. open, admlttmg
¢

!
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, .

the fresh breeze—a box of cigats was on’ the ta.ble. i A{te i

on a luxurious sofa he politely handed me the box with!

observing, “We' ought alwaym to make the most of life;:

things as we cah.at a time; We cantiot tell how sop

to a close. We can smoke whﬁe 'we loole over the pa
I took the proﬁéred oigar ; it would’ have been.

have shown suspicion had 1 reiused it, and emplog

it while he produced his papers from a handsorme ¢

wory. - As He turned sharply round he cauwht m

array of weapons. | 5
«“AH mio amige, | have a ie',w pretty llttle pieces t

" est toledos, which ‘have seen’sdme service in - their da
- ouriosities to ornament my’ cabm, though ag a peace il e
- have little use of them.” ‘ ‘

PR/

“And your guns on deck are——- i
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“(hiefly for ornament also,” he answered finishing my sentence, * that
is, at present, for the fact;is, this vessel was a slaver, captured and con-
demned at $t: Jago de Cuba, where I bought ber,'and " as I thought it
more than probahle ‘that - I should fall in-with her old owners, who
wouid be likely fo consider ‘that. they can_show a bettet right to her

than,I have, I judged it prudent'to keap - the means on board of' defeni-

ing my propecty:,, .

u Besules, thire are plrates stlll nmong the West Iddlan Islands, and
even in.other seas, who. might find a fast sailing erafty like yours, very
sarviceable,” I observed a.nd was about to tell hlm of the dlscovery we
miade 1ast night, but thought it more pradent to say nothing about it. I
then looked ' over his ‘papers ;. they were ‘in every respect: perfeclly cox-

-réot. He gmiled blandly as he received . them bick from me, observing,
-1t must be disagreeabls to, you, Senor, thus to susgect every stranger
_ youltheet on'[the high seas; but we, caballeros. understand these matters’
‘ between each other. ‘Yo would wish, I presume; to look over the shiip.”
I sifrmﬁed that such wis past. of my duty, and. acgordingly, he leading
- the way, I looked into somé other cabins and over. ‘the hold, which had
~ far from a full ‘éargo. - There ‘were, hDWever, nelther slaye decks nor
shackles to be seen; por anyihing which would' authorize: us to detain
- her, though. T confess | remeniber sceing 2 very miscellaheous collection
of goods stowed below. - -Our eyes often rest. on objects with little or no

httention,, ‘but - afterwards,?when removed from’ them, they colne vmdly \

befdre usf and we are surpnsed that we. dld not: remark them more min-

- utely at the umemand so it:was. with me. -, .
. 1'did; however, obsérve the villangus’ coun‘tenances of heér erew, who

: accompamed their captam ‘below and-watehed mo “most suspiciously, .

whilé, as I passed alorig the lower. déck which. was free from cargo, sev-
‘eral others who were; lying o s1ttmg about, merely lifted up their heads
as 1 passed; and T cabght 'ssme of them mgking, as ai‘terwards
thought, very mgmﬁcant gestilies at. ‘ench other. : ’

1 was 1ot BOITY, L must. onm wherl. I -waé able 1o Treathe the ﬁee air
on the upper deck.- The ‘oaptain of the Esperanza accompanied me to

. the gangway, and insisted on shaking hands with me as I descended to ‘

‘ my boat.” At that instant I fancied L heard a famt ory-as if from a fomale
voige, Within, the. vessel, but- it was not 1egeated and the next moment
I beheved it was meraly a sound of my own imagination,

& bhove off” I sang out, and the ‘mengave way with a will, for as the"

coxswaln. Bxll Leadhne, observed e duln’t like the cut of that ehap 5
7 Jlb n

under the stern of his vessel to return .to my gwn. ~Again, when some
didtance {rom - the: schooner, the stroke oar obsu:ved that there was for
a tnoment some one beckoning to us, from the cabin wmdows, but none
of . the other men saw any one, so 1 believed he was Jmistaken as I
ha.d before been,

My brother officers recexved me w:th cougratnlatlons as | stepped on
dauk. . “Wehave all. been ms}stmg that the fellow is a pu‘ate, and fuliy
ex poeted to see’ you run up 1o the yard -arm.” .

Jd saw Don Dlego Lopez de Mendoza waving his hat to me as 1 pulled .

THESGQURGEOFTHESEAS IR 87

“ Yes, and Seaton —(he was the. senior mate, and would. ,'uave stepped
irito my shoes,)—was gomg to make a bid. for your umfnrm,” observad
the pursér,

“ Yes, and Huggis, our. med:co, was thmkmfr of beggmg your body of
the miscreants, 1o be able to.give an anatommal leature: to- the shlps
company, with a-teal. sub‘}ecth” said our fivet, laughing; ;

- “Yemay laugh as much as ye please, sir,” exclmmed the, surgé@n W but

let e tell ye the men might be:less profitably employed than in listening -

to one of my discourses ; ‘and. [ may. s well o‘nserve that. b;?fore Tong, if

(riepmt speak true of the chmate, I shall have as many uovpses as. ]
esires” .. -

“ Well, “Aiedlco, 1 will bequeath 0. 3,ou thas mm-tal husk of mine
when ils spirit-has, departed ‘to do with it ag you. list, on, one cond:twn,

. that you do not poison me to get hold of it sooner,” crigl the. ;na,ster, ‘who ;

had a mortal aversion to physw, a8 have sa.llors and othe men,also, if
they are wise,

While we were thos runnmg on, the schoone,;' hl}d agap ,lled hm:
topsml and was. standmg o in. 2 comse which WQUM g ‘wl:ly have
brought her to windward of,us.” She had already. made, some. way-
when the negro, whom we had sa.ved from the wrel,k wa bo
decl, as the surgeon thought some. ﬁesh air would duib

"No sooneér did his eye full on  the white sails of the, reced:mg schooner,
4han it became fixed and dxls.ted os if he had seen’a spmt of another
world,—bis thick lips parted asonder, exposing his wﬁxte grmmnn‘ teeth,
his blach..woolly hair almost luncurled and stood. on end,- -as he started
up from his seat on the booms where he- har] bcen placed pointing to-
wards hor with hia outstretched arm,

What is dat—what is. dat [ ses ¥ he screamed out.;, “ De schooner, de
dursed schooner; that rob and murder all ry shlpma,tes. ]‘ o what he
come here—for what he go away 37

VVhat i ‘that you are. spgakmg about * T/ asifed nttracted tnwards
the poor fellow by his extraox‘dmary attitnde and’ exglamanons. .

“ Pe schooner—de 1 pirate, eare—da d—d pirate, saré ! Me'know she

well by de. tree new eloths.in de mainsail ; she big! wi,‘llum, massa.”
“Are. you certain she is the pirate that attackod. | HHou?? fasked I, his
wouds conﬁrmmﬂ‘ the s EuSPICIOHB 1 had begau {0 entertain ahout her‘ ‘
“ (0, certain sure, massa; e sabe that scoundrel, 1f me’ ‘“meet her m
one thousand ‘years,” answered the blacl;. positively,
“ In that case we ought to be{ after her without delay,” I ﬁxoialmed
.as ] hutried off to the captam. y
“ All hands weax shlp " he. exelaimed, in & sharp, animatcd tone
withowt wamng to;ask any urther questions,” The, men flew 1o, then'
stations, and the brig's hiead éane rapidly ronnd in ‘chass of the supposed
pn'ate - Beat to. quarters, Mr. Upton " he added !addresum "the first
lieitonaid, for the gung Kad again ‘béen “secured’ bl my,;reburnmg on
boaxd,- 'I'he people of the schooner “were not’ long, &8¥ 4l
in percewmnr our chingé'of ¢ourss, nor were' they evi g
the reason for i, for they' instantly packed on eVerkv atltch of, sail,
“ What is that?” observed ;  the fellows' do not thmk that they are

within a p:ﬁtﬂ] ﬂhot of us.” "

!

",
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‘1 Probably some one was looking to his arm, and it went ofl by
chancs,” answered the master, “ By jingo! one ought to have a sharp
pair of eyes to see in such a night as this. Mine are growing dim, I
. believe. ‘Where the d-—1 has the chase got to ¥ o

“‘Where " I exclaimed, ' “ Why-—hang me if I can see her either. -

Oaii you see her, Jenkins 7,1 asked of the midshipman standing by me.
* No, sir, she’s just gone into the thick wall of mist there,” answered
the| youngster. * There—L see her again : o
. 4 That's more than I do,” pbserved -the gunner, * At first I thought

as how she'd tacked - to weather on us ; but I don’t see her anywhere .

awdy shead, where the would be if ehe’d done so. I can’t make it ont
rightly” ' L S ‘

“ How does the éha;se‘,béar now?” cried the eap_taiﬁ through his

speaking trumpet. I sent Mr. Jenkins aft to tell him.
" We watched aud watchad in vain the best part of an hour, the pirate

" didimot mgain appear.© We still, however, held the same course, for it -

was considered: likely that ghe would also do so on the chance of our

taking or bearing up. Thus the night woré on. 'We managed to clear -
awhy the wreck of the topmast, and made preparations for sending up.

& jury topmast at daybreak, for it was impossible, in the heavy sea
theje wag then runnitig, and in the dark, further to repair our damages.
Such are gome of the scenes in a sailor's life. '

- et g,

' . OHAPTER IX,

THE MIDNIGHT FIGHT.

'.i‘nn bﬁip had been made snug, the guns secured, and the watch be-

~ low had gone to their hammtocks, an example I was meditating follow-
ing] when, as I cast my eyes to. windward, I fancied I saw a towering
. mabs looming through the darkness.

% What is that away there 9" I asked ,of the master, who had re-
lieved my wateh. - I pointed to the spot indicated ; he looked earnestly.

“ A vesel, by Jupitor?” he exclaimed. '“The pirate as [ live ? " All
hands on deck; eall the eaptain : beat to quarters.” L :

¢ He's.standing towards va” 1 observed, .

% Ay, and will be right down upon us, too0,” answered Green. -

The captain and first lientenant were on deéck in an instant. They
looked at the advancing vessel, now growing every instant more distinet.

% Bun out the guns and give him & broadside,” shouted the captain,
through kis speaking trumpet. - S L
- 4 He injends to pass under our stern and rake us in passing, I think,
sir” observed the first lieuténant,” .~ = u

“« We'll give him our larboard guns and then keep away,” replied the
captain. “By heavens ! mo': he's rounding to, and will be on board us.
Latboard guns-—fire, men—now fire " T

Our whole broadside was discharged into the approaching stranger
‘within pistol-shot of him. ~ Y C '
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. The fire blazed forth, and the loud erashing of the shot was heard as
it tore thiough the planks and timbers of the'enemy, ! - .. =~ -
Loud shrieks and eries then arose high above the howling of the blast, .
but still the stranger came on. | I e
“ Boarders, be prepared to répél boarders !” shouted. our ¢ommander,
ere the terrific tumult had ceased. " The seamen rushed. for their cut-
lasses. Crippled as we were, it was difficult to avoid a’collision When- -
ever the enemy chose to board us - o N
The towering mass approached; a tremendous erash was heard'; the
sides of the two vessels ground ‘together, grappling irons were hove on
board us, and a hundred fiercs countenances- appeared-in the, nettings.
and lower rigging, lighted up by the flashes of pistols apd swivel guns,

. with which they endeavoured to cover their attempt to board. -

They were to be met, however, by brave scamen-~fellows rot easily -
daunted by the ngliest visages urder the sun, PR
« Boarders, follow me ! shquted our first lieutenant, flourishing his - -
entlass and leaping into the main rigging, =~ 0 o
' He was there met by so strong s party of pirates that he was thrown
back on the deck with a numbet of our men, and full'fifty of; the enemy -
leaped after him with the: wildest shrieks fury could call forth. '

Qur marines, imeantimeé, who were statibned on.the poop, were

clearing the after part of the pirate vessel, while our two'foremost guns -
-weve blazing away into her bow and nocking the foremost ports into

one, o G
On seeing the fall of our fitst lieutenant, I hurried to his assistance-
with, the men nearest to me, | L R
He wis uninjured, and was,up in a moment, and laying: about him
with such right' pood will—an example-Well*imitatefl‘_by our people—
that half the miscteants were cut. to. pieces. on the deck, end the re~

‘mainder wete either driven back into their own “vepsel or, overboard,

where they weré - crushed between . the sides or perished miserably in
the boilingsea, . S N T B
Never have I heard a more infernal din—the crashing ,of: the bul

- warks of the two vessels as 'they ground together-—the _ﬁpaj:itig} and

rending of tho shot as they went.through the pirate’s’bows. - =
_And then, too, the thunder of the gums, and the sharp report of the
muskets and pistols—the howling of the: storm--the lashing of the an-

gry waves—the wild shrieks and hoarse shouts of the combetants—the

cries of despair and agony—-mingled in one deafening %and'iterriﬁq. dis-

coxrds, o T T P
“As my post was forward, I had no’ opportunity of boarding; but.the

 first lieutenant, backed by the'master, after deféating the .aitempts of -

the pirates to board, succeeded: in getting an board  the schooner, when -

. they were met by Don Jose, who, to.do him justice, pitate as'he was, :

behaved like a brave man. . B O NS T
He fought desperately for some timo till at Iast Green gave him a

blow on the head which brobght him, to the deck ; and gome of our. fel-

Jows-who had been of the boat’s crew, and recognized him as’ captain,

got hold of him, and hauled him-on. board as a prisoner. .
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* 'While Upton was éaﬁ}'ihg the fore-paxt of the schooner, Green fonght
hid way aft, where a stfong stand was madé against him. L

A8 we could no longer fire our guns withont a risk of injuring our

own people, I led the remainder of our boarders on to the deck of the

pirate, when, seeing Green hard prested, I hurried “to- assist' him, and

_ 'with ‘this additional strength, we soon drove miost of those who were op-
- pobing ug, ovejboard. IR ‘
" Others jumped down below, where Green and I followed them.

‘A lamp, suspended from 'a beam, was burning in the centre of the

nabin, ite light shedding a’lustre on the silver utensils, the jewelled

arths, the glasg mirrors, and the rich’ damask coverings of the furniture.

~ An instaut after.it was obscured by smoke, the mirross were shivered
byi‘ the bullets, and the furniture deeply stained by the blood of the com-
batants. s o ’ o

The pirates, driven to, ddsperation, foﬂgﬁt ‘with the fﬁry of demons ;

- But our brave fellows were more than a match for them, “ind few \e‘s;
“saptd the sturdy blows of their. cutlasses. Many stood still at bay,
when I heard Green’s voice, above the din, exclaim: .- v

¥ Back, men, back to the brig, on your lives; sh's on fire and sink-
ing.” S N i

A repeated the order to our people, and as I was_making my way up

they felt that they could expect no'mercy, and songht for none. ’

thé companion-ladder, T saw Green carrying a young girl in his arms, -

followed by two men bearing between them a fomale form. -
‘ 1 ‘There was 1o time for explanation; as we reached the-declk, in the
" da
mént the horrid thought appeared to me that the two vessels had separ-
ated,. =~ o ‘
It wag not the case, they still were fast by the main chains ; and our
pebple were tushing 16 regain the brig, followed by the "pirates, gome
fighting, others with the idea of prolonging their lives for a shoit time,
The last of our men who had Yeen below had just reached the deck,
when a bright flame burst up from the main hateh of the schooner with
a Joud explosion. e o ‘ C
T had reached the main rigging of my own vessel, my men had fol-
lowed ine, and two of the pirates attémpted to leap after us. -
One ‘was shot dead by one of our men, who turned round and fired
deliberately at him. ‘ : o
. The other leaped, but the vessels were parting, his hand missed the
- grasp, and, as he fell back with a shriek of agony into the dark gulf
below, the glare fell on'his distorted ' counteénance, his long hair stream-

ing i ihe blast, lis eyes'starting from their sockets, his mouth wide

opén, and s neck bent back, while his sword still waved ‘idly in th
air, * I shall never forget the horrors of that dreadful picture,
3 I}i; geerns to this day more vivid than any of the scenes of that torrific
night, - C * . L
HQut away everything—get ‘cloar of the schooner—np with the

helm !"'shouted the captain. ' Square away the mainyard—ease away

the larboard braces w

&

* Jashings which held the dangerous foe to us.

. obtain the prey.

. had been. .- .

knezs pf the night, the scene appeared doubly terrific, and for a mo-
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The brig paid off before hie wind. The men flew to cut away the -

“ Huaza ! we are clear,” shouted. our crew, as we tore &\&{a)"fmm the

- sehooner. .

Then ascended a cry of agony, despair, and horror, from. the survi-
vors of the pirates, as they stood on the deck of their fated vessel. -

They knew no mortal power could save them, andithey had. provoked
alone the vengeance of heaven.. -~ - R P A T

y

The explosion had been only partial, for the mla'ga&j‘:' e wag droﬁhed ;
but the schooner was on fire fore and aff, and smking. . 1

One-or-the other of two dreadful denths was 10 beithe lot of all ‘w'l’m :
remained on board, -~ ° oo T e
It was literally & struggle between the two elements, which should

The flames bukied up -brightly and ﬁerceiy, Whil'e: the, réiéin‘g 8848

" yose high above her sides and;swept over her decks with.teriific fury, . -

The waves were to be ‘{riwmphant!  On. a:sudden !a vast /flaine as-
cended as it were to the sky,:and some declared, though it! must have
been the work of the imagination, that they heard shiteks, and groans,

and ‘cries, with shouts of mocking laughter, uttered-by‘no. ghthly voices.

Then there wes darkness, and the waves dancediup whete the ship
The pirate schooner had sunk. . L T v :
We afterwards ‘had reason to know that- the pirate had run us on .

board; in consequence of. finding their vessel in a sinking condition from

the holes our shot had made.. - RTINS O T T
It was their only resource 3 they thought that they might take us by -

surprise, and perhaps capture us.- o S e :
At.all events, they expecied fo have their revenge; by destroying us

with themselves. I S &

+ The events I have been describing took - placein the course of a few

minutes, - T o R

" How short the lapse of ‘time since I had seen the pirate schooner, like
an evil spirit. stalking through the night, approachihg to: destroy us—
and now, a blackened hulk, shie was many fathoms down in the depths

of the ocean. ' 4 . . A S
I do_not mean to say I made these reflections at - the nioment, for my . -

energies and-ihose of all on' board:were :required 10 repair our own.

- |

- damages..

They were considérable; oun 1arboa1'd' bulwarks' and --imﬁh chainS‘

- were torn away, while the quarter ‘was muchstove inyand liad the two-

vessels remained much longer together, I verily believe our: sides would
have been grotind down te the water, Lot o

- However, she still remained tight. - S IR

W secured the guns,got. up -temporary bulwarks, and:secured the
main rgging. DR ST ) L

"The brig had, on -getting .free from the eneimy, beeh képt away on
‘our proper. course to the southward, nearly before the windi -
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' CHAPTER X.

) : ‘ THE PRISONERS. ‘
We. were hard at work all night long, and when day broke and the
surt roe, he shone aslant decks still sliphery with human gors; and a ship
almost a wreck. The ‘wind and ses had fortunately gone down, so that
our work proceeded with less difficulty. When the srew were mustered,
five were found missing, who must. have been killed by the pirates, or
fallen overboard in attempting to leap into the schooner.  Two were
killed on ovir'own decks, and nine wounded; go that our loss was severa,
. and shows the desperation with which the e¢nemy fought, ‘
Eight belis in the morning watch had struck . before I knocked oft
- wotk to go below and re¢ruit with brealfust ; and I then, and only then,
remembered 'the females I had seen Green engaged in Ppreserving.
* Without spealung a word to any one, T jumped down below, and opened
the door of my cabin, I stood transfixed with amazement, for there I

saw—her head on my pillow=—an’ infantine face wo perfectly beautiful, =
80 angelic in its expression, that 1 thought for an instant T beheld a be-- .

ing|of another and a better world, She slept soundly the sleep of
‘inngeence, for my entrance did not awake her. Her long dark aye-lashes
mayked distinetly on her almost slabaster skin, though - her hair, which
floated in ringlets round: her. neclr, was of a golden hue, One fair arm
was stretehed out instinotively, as if to-steady herself on her coich,
while the other was placed’ beneath hier head. How ¢an  so bright a
flower bloom amid scenes thus storiny and' wild ? .
Green just then poked his head into the gun-room. “Hillo, master,”
I exclaimed, “some visitor from a better world than ours, has taken
possession of my cabin, 2o T!li en go and wash my foul, blood-stained
hands in yours,” . :

“Oh ! mine’s ocoupied too,” he answered. “Try the purser’s; he's
snoring to himself, and won't awake in a hurry ; but bear 2 hand about
it : ind come and spt down to discuss.breakfast, and I will tell you how
it all happened,” -

Sy the time breakfast was over, we had learned all that eaéh other -

had to communicate’; and 1:was then not sorry to throw myselfl on the
seck, in the corner ‘of the gun-room; motwithstanding the rolls and
pitches the vesel made, I enjoyed two hour's sound sleep and forgetful-
ness of the rough present, for my dreams were of home - and. its : dear
faces, the green lane, and my own Edith. . S F ' :
When | awoke the sun was shining. down through the cabin, sky-.
light,—(at first X thought its beams came through the windowilzf.my
snug little room in my father's house,)—the sea had gone down, and the
brig| was making her way calmly and quickly, ' I
When 1 went on‘deck I found the captain, who told me to go down
below with the corporal of marines, and endeavour to elicit some infor
mation from the pirate captain, as to the history of the lady and the

- recognizéd me immediately, -

- —I was-quietly sailing on, w
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~hild we had saved, as T wai the only officer who ould speal or under-

. stand Spanish, a necessary; qualification for ‘whoid:ilng' t_:‘qa%nzpunlig‘:@tim:i,_.
~ which had been beforeoverlooked. =~ L

i ow 1 found: my friend, Don Diego Lopez do Mendoza;
. 3;& E::{ﬁebgick, ‘within a, soreen in the ‘i"t':,rghol‘tl.,;‘;fa,:‘p}d' I}QE:.V"!}Y m:;t;:p
Jded. His head was bent’ down. between his knces,: is d-?e-a-ﬁx'.“;f‘? . ’mé‘ )
pesmeared with biood, and his haix hung lank and uijgtted.jglgh t 6 ::1 me.
ruddy stream, over his shoulders. As the light o ,;A;}rle‘lgptgm,l i'ﬁl ied.
by the corporal; fell on. his countenance ‘his eye E#Pce‘ . up "1:’6' h the-
glare of & tiger, 88 if hebwgyiildfqung a:;lld_tdesg;oy.tg“q peison; who' carm

isturb him. He probably faucied that we were gome & h

}:rt(%:g;l:lf]b run him upp_ to fthigl'_yard—arm,. accordmg‘,;tqi his i} a;:emt t:f,.}'i‘f; -
tice. -When his eyes were accustomed to the glms"g |of. the lantern, ,

«T'hings have changed with me since -yesterday; morning,” he said ;

were a_gentleman.” ST S S A T
g Deli%iously'cool of the murderous ruffian,”’ I. thlnught el
% You will have more. conrtesy, and-will: explain to!your eaptain, that

i
1l
H|
I

were come i drag him

“ and Igmust observe, your barbarous shipmates ‘dg‘:n",o_t “tr‘gaif-“me ‘gs,if I o

as an Hidaleo, I ought; not. fo be treated in this qiﬁbigc;g:‘i'ng‘ manner—

as a mere robber, . But, tell e, how was it ,you;{xvtt.:}a ‘me afier. let-

will insist on..compensa.tlon."é o
“You are mistaken, Senor, 1n &
character of your vessel,” Ireplied. .

) ting my vesgel go freed : I shall complain to my. g‘?‘frﬂ[ﬁjéqt,;ﬂ:nd .ﬂ;“‘ey n

i 'upfosiﬁgl that we do m;t k.nowthe -

“ Why, what do you take her fdg: ” ho 53%1;6;1; with ‘the lpo§t i”.‘i“!if‘.ibl.e -

coolhess.

repare to meet death.” ' TR o

o ;m;st‘ inall; indeed ! he exclaimed. * You'are the pirate rather:

» & pirate, ingeed hen you fired into me, and thinking you were

a pirate, | endeavoured 1o escapo, till you reduced  my vessél to a sink-
" ?:1:] 1222;101: deceive us,” I answered ;' seveial witnesses, will” ap-
ear against you ; a lady and her. child were saved, and we, ygste\;dia;y
?norriir‘?g, rescued 8 black from: the wreck of the'ship you Burned, W‘ 0
immediately recognised you” = - T
1m§: s;nefl,‘ ai’ldahis countenance grew pale, 1 thgugh,t. + He Bﬁfﬂmed tq
stering himselfl R L AT
,be“m Tahat cgmes of not -carefully destroying every ,hu‘mam- be;;!f 9’:

board” he observed, in an every-day tone, as if hgeapnk'e«of;:?. ma V?’rl‘lj
'indiﬁérence. ] gaid . such foolish metc)f_-ljed ko ?.pr%;destruqtlun. | Well,
at all events, if die I must, let _>i]11;.‘;;bgb%;k3 a cahaliem.‘apd not as a

‘thief, by the garroitc” (the gibbet), -« ° - . .

co?ﬁ?g hi:; in zeply. fhat‘w‘e should have no voice In the,rga;_tgr, :lha}

he would be tried by the laws of our country at Sierra Leone, anhg
found guilty of piracy, that 1o distinotion -would },g}gg_mmgitﬁiq,‘})gtl\feen_; f,‘:’m
and his companions. . I then asked him if he vould. give me: 1’“‘% infor-

mation shout the unhappy, lady we had reg_cuedlfqupg, ?“?}’9%5? ey

+

« A pirate T replied, *It were wi«ohg to dédg%vg yo and as such
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g1} W ‘
‘lne_m'_g'." “ There weie several ¢thers onwboa‘.rd,di‘or ‘we are far. too gallant
toinjure any ladies we oapture. They “are ‘somewhat scarce on the
hzghfgeas';- but they ‘were forward, I suppose, and went down: with the
vessel. About this lady, though'T know no more than you do, she came

on' board. iy schooner because her ship'way on fire. . Cannot she'give an-

zocount of herself -
I told him that she ‘wds' mad. R 3
“ Oh, then she’ cannot ‘appear-against me,” he replied, laughing. -
irritated at his heartiessriess, ©* T :
¢ ‘There 18 many‘a. slip between the-cup and: the lip,” was his reply,
or, ‘at| lenst, he made usé of a - similor Spanish proverb ; ¢ The flax is
not yet grown which is to-hang me.” Loy (
+* Ba not so sure of. that,”: I answered ; *-we treat pirates with scant
~ eeremiony,” ' - R T Y
~“ Pirates ! yes; but I am no pirate,” he exclaimed, as if a new plan
- of defence had ocoutred ‘to him. ¢ What T have said to_you in ‘joke,
you, a8 o’ eaballefo, are not to'bring against me” . . . S
Of jcoutse I promised him niothing, -and - disgusted at his.andacity, and
dqa‘pa%ring‘of getting any-of the: information I ‘required, I left him. I

heard him, as"I tumned iny back ‘uttering’a - deep. oath, accompanied

with an expression far from complimentary to the officers and ship’s
qouﬁl)al"lly’:- < ‘:‘.‘ pe ‘1:," L o e ' . _ :

rom the other three prisonérs, who were fierce ruffians of the lowest
order; I -could not gain information, : compelled -to wait, as must our
‘readers, :”Er another day, to satisfy our curiosity respeeting our unfortu.
nate passengers - L ' SN

- , .

| CHAPTER X1

. # . i DEATH BED.

to whichi the unremitting exertions of- the last two days-aad thrown me,
I jumped up, my head still confused with the scenes I had witnessed ; of-

»

" Liyen ahénd ¥ sounded‘in 1y ears a3 I awoke out of a deep sleepin

T

at, 'a lady and ot ‘child " ke asked: - “1 knowl.‘ which ‘3:;01'1. |

“ There may be quite sufficient . evidence to hang you,” I observed,

. on
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I ' fire, the night engag th stored; and the ‘b' diuent |
e ship on fire, the night engagemeut, the storm, and the subieq ;
-' z}::ni:q;nd' for the first few ;_‘chmen‘_ts 1 eould not fell whether I was .

7 o th of my nati was still éutward-botnd,

ing to the shores of my native land, or was still ‘tlmt:war(‘i nd
;e]tll:t:ln.l::gen dreaming of that land—of the loved ' ones t.hey.z—l-'_o(f | her'l
Joved ‘more than all; and’ my imagination half 'deceived. itie_into ;the
hope that my time of banishment was ‘ended, and that the. well-known.

cliffs of ‘Albion was thé ‘land insights Vamdelubﬁon'nWasso!gndl1g. L
- pelled by the voices of my méssmates. . ' NS

Vher ‘ , X188 o prirser, whoy with sofhe
“Whereabouts'are ‘we, fiaster ? asked the purser, who; with s
other pérsen, was in’the gun‘zoom, while Green’ ?Ylag,busy}ng h‘mwl_tf?mﬁ
samining the chart. . T e
= Not ga:huhdred‘ miles fiorth or, south -of Sierrd Leone ; but we shall

]

goon gée when we get on shore,” was the master’s rather vague reply.”

«I'll go on deck and have a lock at the place; and seq ifrit be as bad

"as people say,” observed Sleepwell, as he- ascended to the'deck.”

! . . - . ' [ L . D3] ;_.-F‘. g déa
‘The third voice I heard was soft and low-—how strange'it sounided
amrlt;g’g those of the roiigher béings.on, ‘bo'r}rd_"! it/ was' that of the ixt:llg
rescued ‘stranger. I was not long in slipping on my l!a}ggl}me:n&;g,i ?-‘-;*: _
preparing to’ go ot deck. - As'I stepped ‘out;of my cabin '1 :atolpil. dor/a
moreént to watch -Gréen 'and his little charge:’She was -locking up
ir W r the chart, to' give her a lesson in geogriphy, . -~ .
fa'l‘r! ‘}g);?%c?:ve);i'ibe it i 1o be 'ghea‘r'j.‘hellland,j Mas's?;" Grreet, : émd shall T b?
able to go.and yun about, and to. pick flowers for poor man:]ma,ads .
have often. before 2 * It "is ‘80 pleasant to'Tun ablé}_,l; in: ‘_uhq S}‘lf.uﬁ. ug or
the green trees! You must ecome: too, dear rfsip; and so must dedr

. confidinigly and- affectionately in kiia face; when hé guilled her soft Jittlo

" mamma; it will do her good to sit.under the frees, and lis‘t‘gt‘l‘.fs;é the

irdies singing. We will all go—will ‘we not, massa ¥ T
bu.‘tili’;:;ngar;e into Giieen’s eye as the child spp]?,;ghd’_l saw it running
down his well-bronzed ‘cheels,  Poor child ! she liitle knew that the days
of her only parent were already numbered.” A& I'went into the gon-
room -fiom one . side, the doctor entered from'the other, aiid though, we

tried to entice the little girl to come with us on' deck, she Would not quit -

+reen, but kept fast hold of his hand till he led her there -himself. . I
&}:{3\:“1(::& Hgggis how tlie unfortunate lady we'had ‘reg‘cugd was gbiting

P o f I PR TR NP T o
4 ‘canna last till to-morrow’s sundown., I_ am thinking. "
- ggz:tiﬁing " 1 observed ; “and what will' become of that sweet

cehid® o

«wHe feeds the sparrows will take care of her,” replied Haggis, )
“ }Aiﬁzw fe?l me, how go‘e‘s:;'the _'biqu man’we picked up get on? : Ho
y wounded, I fear.” = T L
wé'?- Fiaem});a‘:(s)g;ped his cable already for another world, as ' you 'g_?:ll,org
say.” he'answered, “Heever spoke again after e was knocked over.”
“«That is bad, indeed,” I observed. * Then  we -shall hg}r? 1;13 )
Witnesses against those Tascally pirates, and they may: tf:%a%??!:ﬂtzr? f
% I¢ the.poor lady conscious of her approaching death'?” Aeked.: k ‘
- «No—-she still remains ‘in the same’ demented state, but_far; w‘?gs ;:.r
“in ‘body, which makes me " fedr ghe canna recoVer,” he. replied. "She

¢

-
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has been removed into the captain’s cabin, and I must go and see her,
He insisted oni my coming tolay down a bit, while he is aeting nurse,”
on deck.. . . . ‘

The sea was at smooth as glass, the light air which came off the dis-
tant shore, scrcely serving to ruffle for an mstant its shining surface,
The hot sun, rising above the land, had not served to dispel the haze,
which foats almost éonstantly in the atmosphere, not rising in it, but re.
maining ‘suspended, like the, canopy of -smoke spread over London on a
calmday,  Over the shore it was far denser, till, in the horizon, it as-

suted the appearance of a thick brickdust-coloured hue, out of which

‘were seen emerging ! like a geries of azure clouds, the lofty hills above ..

the far-faméd; and not at all maligned, setlements of Sierra Leone,

Asithe diy wore on, the breeze freshened, and our approach was
more; rapid. I was not at all prepared for the beautiful scene which
gradually opened 1o, our sight 45 we drew near. In the distange were
the . Bieiras.or mountains of the Lion, while from the water rose sloping
hillg, :richly cultivated, and interpetsed with large -villages, handsoine
mansions, neat thatched cottages, surrounded with banana, orange, paw-
paw, and other fruit trees, forming altogether a picture ‘which one might
suppose the abode of contentment, pence, health, and happiness,—alas!
how. different i the reality. S , .

A pilot caine alongside in & .small boat pulled by four hands, and was

takeni on board. ‘ : S :

‘At !last we roached the anchorage of Free Town, and dropped our
-anchor once more fo the bottom, o ST

The broad mouth of the Sierra Leone river has the appearance of a
smooth and - extensive Ligoon, boinded on one side by the low, woody
' Bullom’shore, and on the other by the verdant. and gentle acclivity on
which; the town is-situated, the back ground of which, gradually as-
* cending, terminates in a semicireular range of moderate-sized hills, form.-
ing.an amphithreatre decorated with lofty trees, and richly foliated
shrubs, while every spot of the ascent, here and there studded with

neat country seats, presented to our ‘delighted eyes a picture of the- 7
most agreeable character, while the harbour bors on its unruffled bosom, -
ships, of various sizes and rig, from every part of the ‘world. While I

- ‘was gdzing on it, I felt a little soft hand placed in mine—

“Will you come and. help take poor. mamma on to the green
ghore, 'there ?”. said ‘the child, looking up with an inquiring glance
into my face. ‘ Massa Green eays she is mot able to ‘go-w-she is
iil, and I am sure the sweet green -shore will make her well.”

. While the littlo girt wns speaking, the captain came on deck and
beckoned me towards him. o ‘ ,

“ Hér last moments are come,” he whispered; **she has returned
to .condciousness, and asks to sec her ‘child. . Green is with lNer, and
has promised to proteot the girl, and he will keep his word—but -

. we_have no time to lose.? L s

_Theikind skipper took the child’s hand ‘and led her below, whilst

I followed. T am not fond of harrowing up the feelings of my

'hile the medico went to attend on his unfortunate charge I asceaded
‘ | 1o take the little girl by the hanc.i,:an

N being allowed to accompany her;

\
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: oribi eat enes, when no particalar ‘moral -
by describing death-bed scenes, when mno part -
mdi:: de)crluced 'thergefrom.‘i -The mother ‘rect(;’gm%id hef}' ;d;;f:::;l:;

u s she tht 1 ide, but the film of- g
soon as she was bronght to her slde,' , | : ching
i i ' imming her sight. She had just strength
dissolution was already dirnming her mg P 1{; e Gre% ’

' it meant, .- o R
WIf?YIf;ewej ﬁ:‘;m,f?iel‘sﬁid, “T1l be a father to your chﬂd—-—dp not
doubt it’ YI’;'e no ‘babies of my own, and’ I dpn’tﬁ:expept-evar tqéhgflifn.-" .
any ; 1 shall be too glad to'take this ono home to'iMrs. (ireen, ?:l‘ s‘1 ; ‘
will bé - too happy to have'her, and will be ‘a goed. mother to her, s

: Ly ! ] B .
Perrf‘lhe?%c;;ng woma understood him, andh‘d_‘reiyg;er‘chllli f:ga:hge:y:et:
isg in the act her-head fell back, het features altered, the, ey
%;falrﬁ: hﬁionﬁss;hef spirit had fled.” “Thus died the.ugf?rtnqate i:;]dyt
amnong stra‘ngers.' Nothing of her history'could we leain, except thal

Eva. The child we found at once answered .to' the n_gii_ab,';‘ and saldit .
wal,?‘ol:-?:zm ime she chonld not at dll'cotlnpgeheng'l“l f'hgr'l‘o;‘s,_ng};‘tv;nﬁslz ‘
#ill the body of :her mother! was conveyed on shore io be é}};;th, il naiam- ,

suspicion of the truth entered her mind;  When she asked for. ‘ler“ st

q ad was told -that ehe had gohe on shore, she:cried  bitterly at not .
botng & ccompany her; and in ordet'tqﬁp;elfy hell-], Gireen “;aa
1 : he o1 any more
ired & lain 1o her that God would not let: her seo her any mo
?: l:%l‘ieg w‘:,-:}‘ﬁ? 1?111?; that in another a*nlgli a beltxte}x I’a_).gflt Sh?i :1\.{(;: 1‘31:'131 :I%{rix;
[ to her. interésti  the hongst eai ,
united to her. It was interésting to hear the honssi ealior x s homely
ay instrueti i child-in his own thedlogical ideas, and fo see the
way instructing the fair child in his ow healogieal ideas, and f0 seo 38
i t with which the little girl listened 'to “him." obild !
gﬁgl.’wﬁte:ﬁg O‘r’:’lly living thing-=the only semuant 1q}f a plroud.‘. +#hip, and
her freight of human bemga. ‘ ; ,

[ i

" she had pronounced ' the name of Markham, and: called her daughter -~



-
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| CHAPTER XIL

‘| THE TRIAL. oo ) \

i

: f{l‘ lstlmethat T should Iﬁ‘j’iﬁ{j‘i.,jg“t-l'xose;ﬁrﬁo‘ had worked all the woe
on

destruction [ have justdeserided—the cold-blooded pirate and his

ﬁexjg‘:e‘assqci,ht(aa, . L was on._deck when they were brought up from be-
low. to be gonveyed, 1o, a,puison..on shore, . Fortunately the courts were
sitting, and they were to. be'tried forthwith, so  that we should not be
delgl,yed on this accotint any considerable time afiér we had completed
. ouxr; wood and water. .. . ' . ‘

ohanged from the, gay and gallant cavalier who had recéived mo in the

cabin of ihe Tsperanza—nhis liien soiled, his face unwashed, and his

- dress torn and, bloodstained 'from’ the fierco. struggle in which he had

~ beeri engaged. | ‘

' He'looked ,boldly around, though, Jsjomewhaj:: anxiously at the. same
- time, fof-he was not quite cettain that he was not forthwith to be hung
up at otir fore yard-arra—a fate he must have felt he not a little mérited,

- When his eye fell on. e, he instantly inquired, with a light swagger

. in his tane, what was to be dore with him, I answered thut- he would

- shortly be tried for piracy and murder on the high seas, and if found
guilty, would in all probability suffer the penalty of the law. = -

The three survivors of his lawless crew followed with iheir arms in

irons ; a necessary precaution, for ai they. cast their scowling glance on

- either side, they evidently moditated revenging therselvés on their cap-

tors. . As they perceived, however, the guard on deck, the fortresses on:

. ghor, and the flags of the numeroys British ships in the harbour, they

felt the hopelessness of their case,and uttered imprecations, loud and

deep, on our heads, but ds they were Spanish, our erew neither under-

stood nor heeded them. - . .
- When sho Spanish captain reached the gang-way, he turned round,
and looking aft with the dignified air of an injured patriot, he exclaimed

in his own language,—~ .

“'1 call all here to witness that \my»ship was ;unlawfully calpturéd, .

and 1that I have been dtreated as a cominon  felon, and that . my own

. government will:not fail 0 seek for satisfaction from the British for the

insult ‘they have offered to them in my person.” o
Having thus dol vered himself, lie descended into the eutter, in Which
Seaton, with a file of marines, wag wailing to carry him and his com-
patigns to prison, o . .

.our hands?

' i i 1 board the daid brig. . I am.ne' wyér,qb

her liege subjects on board the'zaid brig. .1 arp.1d er, but

‘ I‘recol%ecft, ti]:ese were the crirnes for 'whxgh h? slo rged,
" so his three companions, = A , ‘

he first who appeared WB,sDon 'Di;egbibiie? de M?ndozaéabuf how
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S Rem;mbef, Mr. Saaton,l”.'éaid-_'-the‘-‘qlapthin, “;fettherofth o
attempt to make" their escape, shooy them ;: they dese

For. the rcmainder of the.day we were busily zmplo
the ship, so that .1 wis uniabld to.go on' shote: to.soa: the lig
place. "Of tlie ‘pure liquid, there is not only. an'abunfant an

place.  OF tho pire liquid, thare is. ot ouly an aniniant, &
supply;. but-it is of the very best quality—the only.good . thing
prothicis § for; motwithstanding the boauty of ths,scenery. th

8" ' . . While. we . lay there; d¢aths werepeeurring: ,a,;ﬂl i
;)So;ilc(l)'stm‘ieif 'l'gthe:‘;f the, nti!hg;qqs vessels which had:: put. B -t?,’;iqu P
with wood, ar article.of which much is ‘ex:ppfged‘.::; S

T must' new. réturn to the pirate; Don Diego Lopez
called himself 1 saw nothing of him till.I met hin
stood arraigned for piracy. and: murder on ihe_:';hig‘};;i

Her Britannic Majesty’s brig, ‘and. for:slaying.

The officers and erew of oug slip,:,.piéyféd;thgt.yire f5 e
that we rescued; & %ad{Emmﬁﬁg’mthiwr?iq'l:gét:l;p i L

ated that he-had been passenger.on. board the shipj,that g suipsnd =, . !
%g:nf boarded by a-piratical schooner ;{an‘dn;hafc“;-;the_.\pl{m‘t_q‘--hndimn;dexﬁﬂ_’; U
some- of - the people, carried off the womnen, rifled the:ship, and ;:.th_en- Eﬂt.@ R
héron five. s e o et p e o U e el i o

We. then*proved ‘that .on .the, following.day, the black,.on seeing.a; .
éclyvmfnerl‘f\te‘gad‘ just,bpardédj:F:bm.,thlnk;t‘l.g;'-;l;gr‘ a.® p}g}qﬂg,ph:amcte{i;? o
had positively asserted that she:'was the piratical sehooner, which chad:. .

T

' attacked the ship; that when qrdered: fo heave:to, she-not  only:zefuged:

0. do so, and . endeavoured 1o, riake her. escape, bﬁ?tﬁﬁr‘?d;.“‘1‘}1?':1!@!;_":,33.!‘1711'4-
zzni?csﬁéjésty’é brig, and:fox p time contrived toelude us; tha r-_-how%\tg?jj

ghe afterwards’ ran on bodrd; of: us ,a,\t,.t:rlxx_ght;‘}y;thithﬁ_ o0 ‘:,m;r:r:tgg SR
taking us by surprise, but - that ‘we haﬂ;-,-.j-r::g_tee‘tc.l,r,s,gnt;-;ht;r\ qjl,thig.‘ ot mt, <
and destyoyed all her people, -with the-exoeption of 1 ,e_four._p{,lgonq;s #
at the bat, - We also proved i;hjeﬁd_e'ath,iofz::the;-‘blaqk;,lanc_llqi ‘,J;he_-:u‘ln- ap

- py lady who wes resened from the schoorier. - ' -

A smilé of evident satisfaétion lighted the "cppnﬁénaﬂcé of ,Oapfzii; o
Mendoza as this piece 6f'r-inf91fma,ti,artj;waa.‘translﬁ—’ﬁgd to him but " hi
visage elongated as little Eva; was brought into ’t’h.e, poust. a'r}d‘ placgt]T
the witness-box, = .. I T R 2

Child as she was, the judge consented to receive %ugr emdeggfe,, 1f ‘ She'w}l
were able to giveany. ' v 0Tl e b s

‘At ﬁra'st,'shag was startled at/finding hersell" it the presence of =0 many..
strange men, bit.as she gained sufficient agsurance ggleqk upy her: oyes,
wandered round. the gourt. G 0L

"When they reached the<pi1}a’,cjg they rested on him for.a moment, a‘ndﬁ
then, with a cry of ‘tetror, she flew into Green’a ‘arm:s;‘ant_‘i ;“!f’ed to l“lld‘e;g}.‘

" her face;  When asked why #lie was a.'_larmed,a s}m "‘W%‘Fﬂ’&';ﬁ y 'fi
"4He took mamma snd me from ship—he Kill pggx:.“papaf7hg urn:
ghip? " o S T ‘

3




e pnsoners~ ong’ Would havs
sufhi ent'to condemn them._ SN

nfentlrely changed the form of hls countenance, and ha S
; dan long‘ {;s“the haﬁdcuﬂﬁ‘ w}nch had been

eiige ‘wils sufﬁ"iently strong :md to the 4
;_th’ brirries‘o




