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LIFE’s ocean has its WRECKS—o0%er which we weep—
Strewed 'long the coast and foundered in the deep;
Ita rocks and shoals, the treacherous calm beneath,
1ts stormy blasts, that spread destraction—death.

It hns its RESCUES too—for Christian bands

Stand on the shoresof time, with outstretched hands,
To suceor th’ imperiled, and to save

From dangers here, and death beyond the grave,
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PREFACE.

A

§
Tne following narratives are gathered from

among many cases of like character, found

“in the various departments of the work of the

American Female Guardian Society, during
the twenty-five years of its existence. The
reader will be reminded - once and again that
“Trath is stranger than ﬁctlon, and the inquiry
may arise, ¢ Are these statements reliable ¢
Their entire accuracy may be vouched for, save
that, for local reasons, the names used are bor-
rowed. For these reasons, also, particulars that
would often add much interest to special cases
are withheld. P

The facts cited, occurred mainly in the early

annals of the Society under whose auspices they
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are published, and as each chapter contains a
history of its own, illustrating important moral
Jessons, the belief is ‘cherished that the volume
may do good; both to the large class thse early
trials and temptations tend to dishearten and

repel the inward promptings to noble aims, and

also to the more-favored class whose privilegé it

is to test by their own experience the verity of
the sentiment: |

To the desolate and needy,

“ Stripped and wounded ” by the way,
If thou givest succor speedy,

Trusting Jesus for thy pay,

Thou shalt know & heartfelt pleasure,
Sweefer far than gold can give;

Thou shalt find & heavenly treasure
‘Waits thee where the angels live.

TO THE READER.

o .
‘[Tmr, following note, received since the volume was written, con-
tains a full endorsement of the faets narrated.]

&

Nzw Yorg, Dxc. 29H, 1858,

My Dgar FrIEND, '[

Ha{ving read the manuseript copy of | a
volume of incidents and results, occurring in
connection with the early individual efforts in
the City Prison, I commend your worthy endea-
vor to save these gleanings from the records

of the past, and trust their perusal may,encou-

‘rage others to engage in similar labors of love.

May it-tend to impress the conviction, that
wherever a prison or common jail may be found,
there is work for Christian hearts and hands ;
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and that those who will go, quietly and unob-

trusively, and, in the hour of sorrow, point the
perishing “to J esus and His word,” shall in no
wise lose their reward. . | |
With pleasure I endorse the various state-
ments of your volume, Jhaving been acquainted

with the facts at the time oftheir occurrence.

M. A, HAWKINS,
President of the Am. Fem. Quardian Soe,
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CHAPTER L
THE GOLDEN (CURL.

“ SrurN not the child whom ewan? condemns;
"Mid human blight, thou, too, mayst prove,
That priceless and immortal gems
Are gatheroed by the hand of love,”

“ PreAsk, ma’am | 'Will you please to help a |
poor girl #” imploringly asked a shivering and
almost naked child, of a lady who was just

" alighting from a carriage in a crowded thorough-

fare of our city. -

The lady paused and looked on her with pity.
In that locality appeals for help were too common
to attract much attention from the jostling crowd.
Now and then the forlorn and dirty child who
assumed the special care of the cross-walks, with
her busy broom, was cheered by the gift of a
penny ; or the mute petitioner at “The Park,”
bearing on his breast the touching label, “1 am

Dblind,” arrested the attention of a ‘passer-by who

dropped a sixpence in his open hand; or the
“ Apple Woman” at «Stewart’s” door, procured
a customer, who, pitying her impoverished age
and decrepitude, paid her three-fold the price she
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asked for his purchase.. But those instances were
the exceptions, and not the general rule; for by
far the larger proportion of worthy and unworthy
applicants for aid, were passed by unheeded or
pushed unceremoniously aside.

But this poor girl had now been prowdentlally
directed to one who had a heart to feel for and
befriend the wretched; who had an ever-ready
ear for their tale of woe, and wisdom and effi-

ciency in relieving their distresses. Tthugh notin

favor-of indiscriminate almsgiving, an

that street-begging: is a fruitful source of evil—
fostering physical and moral degradation, idle-
‘ness, deceit and many other vices—she felt that

this child, thisZ#tle girl, had a claim upon her
sympathy which she must not disregard.

Mrs. M., had been several years associated with
the American Female Moral Reform Society,
where she had been engaged in efforts to guard

and assist destitute and friendless females. They |

" were at this time standing near the “Soc1ety
rooms,” for she had come into the city from an
adjacent village, to attend a meeting then in
session } so, without waltmg to hear her story,
she led her in.

Ellen’s account of her suﬁ'ermgs and early
" gorrows, confirmed as it was by her appearance,
awakened deep sympathy.” She said she was
- brought to this country by a man who received

a

convinced -

" THE -GOLDEN CURL.

the money from her mother to pay her expensés;

and ‘that he promised to take care of her here.

This man had placed her with a poor, degraded
family, who had wuwsed her very badly, but
had taken no farther trouble to look after her.

She gave the name of the man, who was carrying

on an extensive mechanical business, and was
well known in the upper part of the city.

She had borne the abuse to which she was
subjected a long time, but had that morning
come to the conclusion to 7un away, and did so.
She went first to the “Sisters of Charity,” and told

them her sad story. They gave her the dress she

had on, which; with a thin skirt, an old hood and

- pair of sluffs, was all her store, and directed her
“to an intelligence office.. They were probably

ignorant of the faet that some of these offices are
little better than Directories in the path to ruin.
Ellen found it so, for from the office she was sent

to a house of infamy; but providentially, the

woman who had taken this expedient to enlarge
the number of her victims, was so displeased

with her appearance, that she took hold of her -

and shook her, and bade her begone, and tell the

‘man that she “would not answer.” It was shortly
after this rebuff, that she met Mrs. M. and

timidly ventured to address her. As good looks.

* were probably indispensable to favor with the

vile procuress, it is not strange that poor Ellen
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was repul.sed. She was puny and delicate in

appearance, her chest was sunken and contracted, '

and her cheeks were hollow, suggesting the fear
that fatal disease had already invaded her: sys-
tem; and she was withal only about twelve
years of age ; but she had a mild blue eye, kind-
‘ness and gentleness of disposition, and her
countenance was mnot devoid of intelligent
expression.

Mrs. M. proceeded at once, with the concur-
rence of her associates, to fit her with some
much-needed clothing from ¢The Wardrobe,”
which, thanks to generous donors in country and
city, was well supplied with garments for the

poor. - The box of shoes was first overhauled, .
and a pair selected, also a comfortable pair of
stockings. When the shoes were tied on, to the

amusement and surprise of her benefactress, she
looked down at her feet; and courtseymg, asked
with mmphclty, “ Please, ma’am, give me an-
other pair.” She probably supposed it the only
opportunity she might have to provide for
further need. She was soon decently dressed.

Years afterwards when this incident was referred

to, Ellen thus described her feehngs on that
occasion,
“ When the wardrobe door was opened and I

saw the store of shoes and garments, which I

understood were to be given to the poor, I

THE GOLDEN CURL.

thought I had found at last the place which I
had heard spoken of in the old country, « where
gold could be picked np in the streets.” ’

As it was not practicable to investigate the
truth of her story that day, she was advised to
return to the family she had left for a short time,
until inquiries could be made eoncerning her,
and a day was fixed for her return to the
“rooms” to learn the result; but she could not
be induced to accede to thls proposition; she
clung to Mrs. M., weeping and entreating that
she might not be sent back, “for the woman
would beat her to death.” C

The “ Home for the Friendless” would have
been just the place for Ellen’s temporary accom-
modation ; but it had no existence then; its
sheltermg walls ‘were not reared, nor even its
plan definitely conceived. The members of the -
Society were taxed with the care of 0 -many
similar cases, that their own homes were turned
into “houses of reception,” and several who
could not be accommodated thus, were at this
very time being boarded at the expense of the
Society. The accumulation of ‘these cases and
the continual reiteration of the perplexing ques-

tion, “What shall we do with them?” originated

the idea of a “ Home for the Friendless,” and at

length’ suggested the plan, and  after a brief in-

terval the establishment of that noble institution,
\ o

¥y
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which is a bright star in the galaxy of our c'ity'
charities, and which deservedly shares the con- '
fidence and support of the public, and honors the ‘

faith of its founders.

~ Mrs. M. resolved to take Ellen into her
charge, though circumstances would not admit of
taking her to her own home. A place was found
for her to board temporarily, and efforts were set
on foot to procure her a permanent home.

The man was called on to whom Ellen referred. -

He was easily found and readily admitted having

brought her to this country, by request of Lier

mother, who was too poor to support her. Of her
father he could give no account. He had miani-
fested no interest in the child, and was probably
glad to transfer all responsibility concerning her
to any one who would assume it.

With considerable persuasion and promises of
assistance in clothing and management, Mrs, M.
induced a relative to take Ellen, and she was in a
~ ghort time duly apprenticed to Mrs. W. by the
city authorities, this course being deemed advis-
able, to prevent any interference on the part of
those with whom she had previously lived.

~ For a time Ellen went on as well as could be
expected, considering her youth and previous
disadvantages, though many - wrong traits of

character became painfully apparent; much

pains and patience were brought into exercise to
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overcome these, and a good degree of improve-
ment was soon manifest. She was generally
obedient and tractable, and became very much
attached to the family, especially the children..

* She was carefully trained to neat and industrious
_habits, and much effort was made to enlighten

her mind in religious truths and. duties, and
many prayers were offered for her, that she
mlcrht become the subject of renewing grace.
These prayers and efforts were apparently blessed
and after a time she made profession of faith in
Christ, and her friends were encouraged to hope
that a genuiffe work of grace was progressing in
her heart. . )

About this. time Ellen had the misfortune to
cut. her hand very badly, and the assistance of a
next-door neighbor was obtained to dress the
wound. This neighbor had resided there some
time, leading a very reserved. and quiet life, and
the families had continued strangers ; she dressed
the wound with skid, and proposed to.Ellen to .
come in, each morning, while it should be neces-
sary, that she might attend to it. This kind offer
—as it was considered—was willingly received by .
Mrs. W, ‘whose nervous temperament unfitted
her 'for the task, and Ellen went in daily for a
fortnight, to.have the wound dressed; but it
was afterward found that the moral effect of
these interviews had been most unprofitable.
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iet and respectable as this neighbor appeared,

it, was subsequently ascertained that she  was
legding a life of infamy, and that she assiduously
improved this opportunity, to undermine and
‘destroy the good influences which were molding
Ellen’s mind ahd character,

The years which Ellen had passed in Mrs. W.’s
family, had wrought great improvement in her
health and personal appearance, as well as in her

moral -and mental developments, owing in-a

. great measure to the judicious careshe had there
received. The sallow complexion and hollow
‘cheeks were superseded by a rosy bloom and fuil
round face. .She was past, fourteen and was ra-
pidly developing the featutes and form of a fine-
looking young woman, though herself apparently
unconcious of it. is" officious neighbor, while
dressing her hand sought to awaken wanify in
Ellen by praising her beauty ; and also to make
her discontented with her situation, by telling

her she ¢ was foo handsome to be brought up a
servant, and especially as an apprentice;” “that

the control of her employer was cruel and op-
pressive,” and that she had “better run away,”
for her “face would procure for her the hfe of a
lady.”

These evil teachings did not prodﬂce all the -

effect designed, for Ellen’s heart told her that
Mrs, W. was not cruel, but a time friend. Yet

14
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she . pondered much on what she had heard,
especially the ¢ degradation” suggested. Though,
happy as any child of the family before, she now
became discontented and dissatisfied with her
constrained relation to it. But having been

enconraged to confide all her sorrows and

secrets to Mrs. W., it was not long before this

" became too troublesome to keep, and : she

made a full report- of the conversations she
had held with their neighbor. The falsity of this
wicked woman.’q\f]tatements and the present and

- eternal consequences of following the course to
- which she had been advised, weré-faithfully set

before Ellen, and it was hoped their evil in-

fluences had been wholly. counteracted ; ‘though

from that time she became the object of mcreased
anxieties and more Watchful care.

But soon another snare was spread for Ellen 8
feet. She was walking one day in a pubhc gar-
den, with one of the children, in the immediate
neighborhood of their home, which was eight
miles from the city, when she was accosted by a,
young woman who was .strolling through the -
grounds, having, as she said, “just come from

New York for aride!” This girl noticed the
" pretty .child which Ellen was leading by the
. hand, and inquired if she were “its nurse 8’ thus

opening a conversation, during which she art-
3 g

fully obtained the name and particulars of her

[

»
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hlstory, and availing herself of Ellen’s unhappi-
“ness because she was apprentmed she commented
largely upon her folly in remaining so, when by
one simple effort ghe might “J¢ firee /” “The
world,” she said, “was before her, she would
readily find friends and employment in the city,
she herself would help her, and introduce her
- to persons who would give her all the assistance
she needed;” and the girl would not depart
until she had obtained Ellen’s reluctant promise
to- leave her home secretly the following Satur-
day afternoon, and meet her in the city, giving
her the necessary directions. |
Every hour before that Saturday Ellen was
very unhappy. She was often on the point of
disclosing all to Mrs. W., but the desire fo be firce
prevailed. Her clothing was gathered and packed,

but a sense of honor restrained her from taking

gsome of the newest and best, which had been

lately given her. In her budget she. carefully .1 :
stowed away @ golden ringlet from the head of

her ¢ darling Sophy,” presented by her mother in

compliance with Ellen’s urgent request. Under

‘cover of a stormy night, Ellen set forth to make

‘her lonely way to the city. The house to which

she was directed, was some distance from where
she left the cars, and through the darkness and
the rain she hurried on, inquiring frequently for
direction of those she met ; weary and ‘heart-sick

ey sl S b St oo o b e

THE GOLDEN CURL. : 19

in' view of the comforts she had left, and the -
hardships she was encountering, she at last found -
the place and was admitted. But the woman
she saw knew nothing of the girl whom Ellen -
was seeking, who had evidently deceived her, -

* and now “what could she do?” Penniless, home-

less and friendless, she had voluntarily rendered
herself, and she felt that she deserved ail she suf-

~fered. In her perplexity and grief she explained

her situation to the woman with whom she was
conversing, hoping she might advise or befriend
her. But, alas for poor Ellenf she knew not that

* she had entered the very gateway of destruction

—that the woman whose sympathy she was striv-
ing to gain, was dead to pity, and would much
sooner 7usn than save her. In her conversation
with this woman she expatiated at length upon
the excellences of the friends she had left, “lost
now forever,” and especially dwelt upon the
public labors and charities of Mrs. M., the lady
who first befriended her, and who had continued
her watchful oversight until Ellen’s abrupt de-
parture

Mrs. M’s name and character were - well
known to this vile woman, and feeling sure no
pains would be spared to recover the fugitive,
she judged it safest to get her off her hands; so
she sent for a police-officer and placed the g1r1 in

.hxs custody, who, probably ﬁndmg that the most

e
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'convem'ent' place,‘con’veyéd ler to the"city. pri-

SOM. ,
- Now she wag receiving the wages of #roms-

gression! What a brief transit from the home

where she had been so' kindly cherished to a
comfortless cell in “The Tombs !’ Oh! now she

had time to reflect and repent in bitterness of

soul.  Now she shed torrents of unavailing tears,

while none but God and the granite walls about
her witnessed her woe. Now she realized the .

falsity of hopes and promises which had beguiled
her from friends and honor and brought her into
peril and disgrace; and she resolved that #his
sad lesson should - suffice—that henceforth she
would do as the Sa‘viour bade one in olden times,
“ (o and sin no more.”

Her true name and history were not gwen to
the officer, who committed her as “a vagrant,”
and shame léd her still to withhold them from .

those who questioned her. So, while she was in
prison, encognato, her friends had instituted -the

most diligent search.for her, in vain. . The aid of -

the pblicexwas procured, who did not intermit
their efforts until they assnred Mrs. M. and Mus.
W., that they “had searched . every house of ill
repute, in this city and ité vicinity.” A spécial
watch was kept for her for. several weeks, yetno
tidings .of her could be obtained. -But. Ellen

knew nothing of this, after having been .a few |
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days in prison, some ladies of the “Prison Asso-
ciation,” noticed her and removed her to the -
« Prisoners’ Home.” There in seclusion she oc-
cupiéd herself industriously, and awakened inter-
est by her correct deportment. L

~ Mrs. M. was ever on the alert, for she could .

passed, and many prayers she offered during
these weeks for her safety and restoration. Fi-

not” give up Ellen. Many anxious hours sh\

_nally, a trifling clue led to her discovery in the

Prisoner’s Home, and Mrs. M. claimed the right
which her éndentures gave, and resumed the
charge of her. The evidence of her repentance

~ overcame Mr. W.’s objections to her return to his

family, and she was soon re-admitted to her old
home ; where she conducted herself‘with mnch
propriety, and ‘years again rolled on and the
memory of ‘her misdoings had almost passed
away. -

Early in the summer of 1849, rumors of the

cholera began to spread through the city; the
families of Mrs; M. and Mrs. W. had made ar-
_rangements to go into the country for the season,

and they thought it a favorable opportunity to -
secure ‘for Ellen what they much desired—a

trade. So they placed her with a competent

dress-maker, and were to pay her an extra fee, to

give Ellen special. care, and: advance her as rap-
.idly as practicable in the knowledge of her art.
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This woman did not fulfil her agreement; she
employed her in housework, instead of sewing ;
Ellen’s friends were absent, so she could not tell
her grievances to them, and she became so dissat-
isfied, that in a few days she left the house clan-
destinely, ‘

The pestilence was on the i mcrease, and alarm

‘became general; Mrs. W. feared for Ellen’s safe-
ty, and a few days after she left the city, she

wrote for Ellen to come to her at an appointed
time. She went with the carriage to the depot

to meet her, but instead of the expected one, she.

found a letter informing them that Ellen had left

“the dressmaker and gone it was not known

whither.

Advertisements ‘were nnmedlately published,
and as before, the most diligent search was made;
but months and years passed, bringing no tidings

whatever, and her friends mourned for her at-
. length as irrecoverably numbered among “the

living lost.” Her death could not have caused
them so deep a.grief, for in this fate, the death
of both body and soul were involved ; and they
were sorely tried, t0d, by so st a termmatlon to
protracted efforts for her welfare—efforts which

seemed all for naught or even worse, as the -

education and training she had received must

increase her condemnatmn in choosmcr a life

of sin.

CHAPTER IL

THE GOLDEN OURL. -
Concluded. - '

1 oaxwor think of sorrow now; and doubt
If @'er I felt it—'t is so dazzled from
My memory by this obhvxous tmnsport.”

Tue vicissitudes of years brought - mportant
changes to these families; Mr. W, removed to a
distant part of the continent, “a land of prom-
¢s¢;” but his realizations fell far short of his

‘hopes, as worldly anticipations are wont to do,

for it yidlded him more sarrow than gold; Mrs:
M. became a widow, and through the misman-
agement and dishonesty of others, lost much of

the ample means which she had delighted. to use
“in works of benevolence and mercy; she had

consequently lived for a considerable time in
comparative retirement. -’ '

A short time since, a servant came to her room
one morning, saying, A lady wishes to see
you in the parlor, ma’am.”

“Who_is she, Mary? Did she give you her -
name ¥’ -
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« No ma’am ; she says you do not know her
name.’

Mrs. M. descended to the parlor and found
there a stately and beautiful woman, elegantly
dressed, who came toward her with extended
hand and asked, “Do you. not know me, Mrs.
M.? Do you not remember Ellen?”

“No, I do not remember you-—I have not |
the slightest recollection of having seen you .

" before.” ) . .
“Do you not remember Ellen, who lived with

your sister ¥”

« My sister had several girls of that name, liv-
ing with her at different times,” replied Mrs. M.,
“but you are none of those Ellens.” :

Raising her voice, and in a manner approach-
ing to impatience, the stranger asked, Well,
can you vecollect the little barefooted girl you

picked up by the Park #”
“ Not Ellen Brown ?” inquired Mrs. M. doubt-

ingly.

“Yes! Ellen Brown; I am #atEllen BrOWn,”.
replied the visitor. [l, | |

An involuntary shtidder passed over Mrs. M.,
before she could reply ; for if this was indeed
Ellen, her dress seemed a confirmation ‘of her
worst fears; but the feeling was transitory, for
her general appearance checked suspicion. An

~ explanation ensued, and subsequént confirmation’
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of her stary enabled Mrs. M. to rejoice over Ellen
as one who “was dead, but is alive again ; was
lost, but is found ;” yet not in the painful sense
which she had feared for by the mercy of God,

no doubt in answer to prayer, through all Ellen’s
- devious wanderings she had not strayed from the

paths of virtue. The intervening years had been
spent in Europe; she had but. recently. returned
to this country, and - since her arrival, she had |
made several unsuccessful efforts to find her old
friends. A few days previously she had recog-

nized Mrs. M. as she entered a store, and know-

ing that a pubhc place would be unfavorable for -
the explanations Mrs. M. would- -expect, she re-
newed her efforts to learn her 1e51dence, and this
time with success. ‘

Ellen gave her friend a long and jnteresting
account of the various and important changes
which had befallen her, some of which were suf-
ficlently romantic to illustrate the remark,
“Truth is stranger than fiction.” It was in sub-
stance as follows: When she left the dress-
maker’s house—a step by-the-by which she was
partly induced to take by her old unwillingness
to remain as a sej:ant a repugnance she. could
never overcome—she went to an intelligence of-
fice, and was infornied that a gentleman had ap-
plied that morning for hands to go to a factory
in a nelghbormo- cﬂ:y, and had left mouney to de’
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fray their expenses thither; if she would like to
go, she might have the opportunity. She at
once concluded to improve this offer to obtain
employment. She was soon there and actively
occupied invhér new business. She learned read-

ily, and in a few weeks could earn considerable -

more than her expenses, and found herself rather
a favorite among her companions, and enjoyed
very much the new feeling of independence
which her circumstances inspired, so that she
would have accounted herself Aappy, but for fre-
quent misgivings at her unkindness in leaving as
she had, the benefactors and friends.of her for-
lorn childhood.

One day a lady, evidently a foreigner, came in
to visit the factory ; she passed through the sev-
eral apartments, examining whatever there was

of interest in the work of the operatives. She
paused near Ellen, and after looking earnestly at -

her, she remarked that she was “about sailing

for Europe and wished to get a person to go with
her as ‘lady’s maid,’ and asked her if she knew

any young woman that would like the situation.”

It seemed to Ellen a desirable one for herself,

- and she signified her wish to procure it. The
lady was pleased with her appearance and find-

ing she had no friends to be consulted, who miglit -
hinder. her going, she.gladly engaged her, and

Ellen left at once and accompanied her to Phila-
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delphia, where she expected to spend a few weeks
preparing for the voyage. .
Poor Ellen! In her inexperience and igno-
rance of the world, she did not for a moment sus-
pect that she was again running a great sk in
thus entrusting herself to a stranger without: ref-
erence, or any assurance but her own word, that
she would be properly cared: for and protected ;
she trusted the respectable appearance and kind
words of the lady, and #%ds ¢ime her confidence
was not misplaced ; she proved a friend indeed,
lling, as far as possible, a mother’s place to
len. She was. a lady of fortune—a childless
widow, and she soon became much. attached to
Ellen, who was almost constantly in her society,
and by many winning ways and kindly attentions
won her love. She was much affected by the
history of her former life, and spent many hours

~ -conversing with her respecting its details, Ellen

told her the sad tale without disguise or effort

- to extenuate her faults,

A short time before they were to sail, the lady |

~observed an advertisement in the papers asking
for information concerning a young girl of Ellen’s

name and age. She showed it to E., who agreed
with her that she must be the person referred to,

but it was a mystery who ¢ould be thus inter- = ”

ested except her old friends in New York, and it
could not be them, for the advertisehis il 0.
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quested answers to be sent to a small town in the
vicinity of Philadelphia. |

The lady directed an answer there, thh soon
brought the advertiser to the hotel. . He was an
elderly and respectable-looking gentleman, and
on meeting Ellen made various inquiries of her,
the answers to which satisfied him that she was
the person he was seeking. It was evident from
the commencement of ‘their interview, that he
felt more than an ordinary interest in proving
her identity, and when convinced of it, he was
deeply affected. ‘

He then informed Ellen and the lady, Whose h

~curiosity in the matter was scarce less than her

own, that he was her father! The girl was
astonished at this information, for she did not
remember that she had seen the gentleman, and
supposed her father died in her infancy; and he
was even more astonished at the wonderful
change which had taken place in his child since
he saw her, which was a short time before she
teft Treland. It might well surprise him, for it
had almost seemed incredible to those who were
witnesses of the transformation as it was in pro-
gress; so strikingly did her tall, well-rounded
. figure and pretty face contrast with the sallow,
~ puny and dwarfed child she was when they first
saw her,

Ellen’s father remained some days with her,
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during which he communicated much that was
new and strange concerning her early history.
He informed her that the woman was not her
mother whom she had always supposed to be, but
that he had hired her to take charge of Ellen
from her birth; it being one condition of their
bargain that she “should pass for the child’s |
mother.” :

Ellen’s reminiscences of her childhood were
mingled with much of harshness and sever ity on
the part of this woman, which she often” thought

 were irreconcilable with what she had subse-

quently seen of maternal love, but of which she

had now an unlooked-for explanation.

“But who is my mother? Ts she living?
Have I seen her#” were Ellen’s earnest queries.
In reply, her father stated, that she was taken
from her mother soon after her birth, and placed
to wet-nurse with the woman whom she had
called mother. Her own mother was a lady of

‘rank, in whose father’s house for years previous-

ly, and till the birth of Ellen, he had held a

position of trust and responsibility. Her mother, -

through him, had been at the expense of Ellen’s
support, until she was sent away from Ireland;

“though she had not been suffered to.see her or

to know where she was.
Ellen’s father took much blame to hlmself for
the course he had pursued toward ‘her, and said

-
i
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that from the time she came from her own home,
he had suffered much in mind on her account;
indeed his life afforded sorrowful proof that one
wrong step prepares the way for many. He was
not allowed to hope that he could ever marry
the mother of his child, because of her superior
position in sociéty; and therefore, while El‘len
was yet a babe, he married a woman who was
ignorant of the sin of his youth, and had be-
come the father of several daughters who re-
mained in the same happy ignorance. o

The woman with whom Ellen was placed had
an evil temper, and after a few years became ex-
ceedingly troublesome to him by threats to re-
veal that she was not her mother. Discovering
that he had much objection to her doing so, she
used this means to extort money from him. Fi-
nally, driven to desperation by her exictions and
threats, he begged the favor of a townsman who
had returned from America on a visit, to take
charge of Ellen and bring her to New York,
where he might leave ‘her to her fate; letting
her “become a pauper child if nothing better
offered.”

But he had found subsequently, that con-
science was far more troublesome than Ellen’s
foster-mother had been ; for he had been pursued
- by ceaseless upbraidings until at times life had
become burdensome. Quite recently his wife
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had been taken from him by death, and he re-
solved soon after, that he would set out directly
for ‘jthe States,” and if possible, find his outcast
chil |
Ellen in her turn informed her father of nu-
merdus trials and changes which she had seen
since she embarked for America. The account
was not caleulated o blunt the edge of his re-
pentance, for she had been the vietim of much
abuse and neglect. Even on ship-board, the
man to whom he had entrusted her, beat her

_cruelly, and when they arrived here, he placed

her with persons from whose ill-treatment she
suffered greatly. o

Her father was solicitous now to do all in his
power for her - wellbeing and proposed her
retirn with him to Ireland.

"The TFrench lady-—Ellen’s mistress, had been
an attentive listener to these narratives, and they
greatly increased the interest she had already felt
in Ellen. But she was not prepared to believe

it desirable to. accede to her father’s proposition,

especially on account of his distant family
who were not aware of Ellen’s relationship.
She explained to him her own circumstances
and position in her native land, and also her
expectation and wish to have Ellen accompany
her to Paris, where she would do well by

~ ber.
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Ellen also preferred this course, for she loved
the lady and had received much proof of her
kindness already, and she was loath to give up
her wish to see Paris. The lady assured her
father if E. became dissatisfied or at any time
preferred to go to him, she would herself accom-
pany her and leave her in his charge; she
would also write often and keep him advised of
her circumstances.

Satisfied of the real benevolence of this lady’s
intention toward his child, and of her ability to
do better for her than he could, for his means
were limited, he concluded. not to interfere with
their previous plans. After giving E. much
good counsel and several tokens of his regard, he
left them; and as the object of his nission was
- now accomplished, he soon returned to his own
country :

Ellen and her mistress embarked at the time

appointed for Havre. The voyage was prosper- -

ous, and before its termination the lady informed
E. that she had « concluded to adopt her ;7 that
_on reachmg Paris ghe should employ teachers for
her'in French and music, as well as the ordinary
branches, and that she must improve as fast as
possible and continue to be a good: girl, and she
would soon be- able to introduce her to her
friends, which she should do as Aer “mniece.”
Ellen gearcely knew whether she heard aright;
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she was quite bewildered by the joyous prospect
80 suddenly opened before her; words of thanks
she had not, for tears at the time choked their
utterance, but again and again ‘she kissed the
hand of her benefactress and they mingled tears
of gladness together. Ellen assured her friend
that she would make the utmost exertions to .
meet her wishes, and hoped she would never

have cause to regret the great kihdness she had
~shown her '

Now, indeed, a new existence dawned on thls
child of Providence. They were soon at the
destined port, and when they were settled -in the
home of her “aunt,” the promised teachers were

~ procured and Ellen commenced in good earnest

to improve the opportunities afforded, and being

: naturally brmht and intelligent, she made excel-

lent proﬁcwnby in her various studies and aceom-

~ plishments. 'What a contrast was her present to

her former life! One might well suppose the

~change could mnot be wholly advantageous.

Now, servants bowed ohsequiously and always
stood ready to fulfil her requests, and all the -
elegancies of dress and ornament were lavished
upon her; but these things did not fill Ellen’s
heart Wlth pride and self-appreciation, as might

~ have been expected. She had learned to realize

that God was the source of all her merc1es‘, and
in these changes, she felt that she was especially
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’ mdebted to Him, and this oons1deratlon kept,her
humble,

Ellen found her chief happiness in the soclety

of her aunt, and by her -cheerful presence and

grateful love brought sunshine to her widowed

Leart—which had long suffered from the desola-
tions of bereavement. This period was probably
the happiest of Ellen’s ney life, and was suc-
ceeded by her introduction to fashionable society,
which dissipated a part of the quiet joy she had
before experienced. "Even in this trying position,
she did credit to the advantages which had been
bestowed upon her, and by her modest and lady-
like demeanor gave her aunt great satisfaction ;
she soon attracted considerable attention in the
circle of her acquaintances. -

- One of these, a gentleman of excellent charac-
ter and large fortune, became esPeclally inter-
ested and soon asked her hand in marnage His
‘proposals being approved by her aunt, he was
accepted, and after a brief interval spent in ne-
cessary preparation, their nuptials were celebra-

ted. The morning of their marriage, her aunt -

settled upon Ellen a property, to be'used in her
own right and title, which was sufficient to secure
her independence for life. Ellen remained on
- the continent several years afterward, living
very happily with her husband, and she became
the joyful mother of two darling sons. The

£
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husband wishing to make a tour through the
United States, she left her children with her aunt
and accompanied him hither, Of her former
history in this country he was entirely igoorant.
Mrs. M. was delighted with this narrative, and
as Ellen continually associated her unwearying
kindness and efforts for her good, while yet a
child, with her present lot; regarding Aer, under
God, as the first cause of her good fortune, she.
felt that it was a blessed fulﬁlment of the ancient
promise, ¢ Cast thy bread upon the waters, and
thou shalt find it after many days.” But her
‘Theart longed for its more complete fulfilment, in
evidences that she was truly a Christian, a child
of God, an heir of the Christian’s hope a:nd the
Christian’s heaven. Though seriously disposed
and grateful to God for his blessings, she had not
a sense of her acceptance with Him. This she
was encouraged to pray for and expect. ‘Ellen |
also informed Mrs. M., that both herself and
aunt had corresponded with her father, and
before they left Europe, by his invitation, they

. had visited the home of her childhood She was

introduced to his daughters as their gister, and
met again her foster-mother, to whom, notw1th~‘
standing the ill-treatment she had received from
her, she was much attached.. She had since*
maintained a correspondence with the famlly

and supported the foster-mother.
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The next day, Ellen called again on Mrs. M.
and brought her marriage-certificate and also ,hei"
husband’s daguerreotype. - .A. time ‘was desig-
nated for a visit by Mrs. M. to Ellen’s residence
when she called for and accompanied her. thithe;
and thelje introduced her to her husband. She
found them surrounded with all the appliances
which ‘wealth commands. Ellen with child-
like simplicity exhibited to her old friend. her
valuable mementoes and ‘treasures, and -a;nonor
them brought out a choice tiny box in Whiclt.{
~ was securely deposited a little golden curl

—the identical curl which Mys..'W., yielding
to Ellen’s importunity, had many’ years before
cut from the hair of her “darling Sophy” and
given her. She had loved this child with the
deepest devotion, and in all the wanderings
and changes of her eventful life, this trifling
remembrancer had been guarded as an im;alu-
able treasure. |

‘ Memento of the loved and lost,
Preserved when stormy seas were crossed, .

Thou hast & tale that’s treasured deep,
Where young afféctions never sleep."’

It was a grief to Ellen that she could have no
hope of again sceing this family, to thank them
for all their kindness, and clasp again to her
heart her favorite, now almost grown to wotnan-
hood. But so far as‘presents‘could testify h“er.
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gratitude and continued love, they did not lack
the evidence of it. A box was left at Mrs, M.’s,
which, from time to time, received valuable
deposits to be forwarded to them. - Among these

‘was a gold watch and chain for ¢ Sophy,” a mas-

sive pencil for Mr. W., richest books and gar-

“1ents, and numerous other articles, useful and

ornamental. And Mrs. M. also received many
tangible and acceptable: proofs, that e that
watereth others shall himself also be watered.”
‘Fllen remained some months in the city and was
an almost daily visitor, generally bringing with
her choice fruits or flowers, or more serviceable
tributes of affection. . o
It was beautiful to see this lady, not shrinking
in the pride of her heart, from renewing again
the associations of her childhood, from fear of
awakening painful recollections of a time, when
want and friendlessness had driven her homeless
into the streets; not shunning the friends who
‘had known and cared for her then, nor pre-
ferring instead the society of the rich and
gay, which she might tow command, but dili-
gently seeking them out and endeavoring, with a
liberal hand and grateful heart, to repay their
kindnesses. S
She is now again in Europe, and is about to
become the possessor of a large property, which
comes to her from her husband’s family, and:
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-which, as his wife, she is to hold in her own
exclusive right,

- In every stage of Ellen’s history, we see the

blessed effects of kindness, forbearance and faith,.

in dealing with children ; and if these virtues are
brought into similar exercise by those to whom
the children of the “MHome” are continually
transferred, we may hope in future years, to
gather many interesting narratives of those who
have been redeemed from want and degradation,
‘and made ornaments to society and in their turn
become instruments of good to others. The far-
reaching effect of such efforts, can never he
measured in timé. How that trifling act—paus-
ing to speak kindly toa beggar-girl, swells into
importance, as we see that child a wife and
mother, with education, wealth and influence,
which she may uje for extensive good, and in
imagination see these results widening and

extending, as they must, even beyond the con- B

fines of time. .

Iad Mrs. M. passed Ellen heedlessly and har-
ried on to meet her ‘appointment, leaving her
where she found her, she would probably have
been brought under evil influences, and perhaps
“have found a premature end in some den -of

infamy and crime. Thank God that she did not. -

May Ellen be a_star in the crown of her rejoicing
in the day of the Lord Jesus. Many of those
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CIHAPTER IiI.

THE BROADWAY BELLE.

““Arnme! From real hap
By vice bewildered; vice
However fair at first,

piness we stray

which always leads,
to wilds of woe,”

| g from his day’s duti
spiriin, I i -ay s duties, weary and

- After the evenin
retired to thejr

herself in' runnin
volume, and the
the grate, as usual, lost in

Ai} last, Ié)oking up he asked a
you remember Julia Darley (44

“Oh yes, perfect]

early acquaintances

ung meal, himself and - wife
room, where the latter husied
g over the last pages of g new

former sat warming hig feet b

profound thought.
bl'}lptl;f, “ Wife, do

¥ ; she was the gayest of my
» and married a son of Colo-
nel Benton. She has met with many reverges

since then, but I have heard nothing of her
lately, What reminded you of her ?”?
“1 saw her to-day.” |

“ Did you indeed ! Where did you gee her 2 |

{
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«It fell to my sad lot to commit her to pri-

~son !”

¢ Are you sure it was her? May you not be
mistaken in the person? Her name is not Ben-
ton now ; she obtained a divorce from her

- husband, and afterwards married a merchant by

the name of Wood.”

«T am aware of that. I could not possibly
have recognized in her the dashing belle, the
bright, the beautiful, and accomplished' girl I
knew as Julia.Darley, twenty years ago. There
is not a trace of womanliness, to say nothing of
refinement, left in her. Such a wreck! May I
never gee the like again !”

“ For what was she committed ¥’

“TFor wagrancy. She has become poor, mis-
erable, drunken, and degraded! She has been
herding with the lowest creatures to be found in
the kennels of this city ; black and white indis-
criminately ! I believe it has made little differ-
ence to her lately, and indeed persons who retain
any sense of decency, will not harbor her.” . ’

« Oh, husband! How you distress me! Con
it be possible for a human being, possessing her
advantages, to fall so low? How did you know
her, when she is so much changed %

“There were several persons in court, who
have kept track of her in her downward course.
They gave me some scraps of her early history,




49 ' |
THE BROADWAY" BELLE.

which convinced me, that although so greatly
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and there, as proof that there could be no dan- .
ger, even if he-were not there to protect her.

i(:ilange.dl, she mus.t be.identical- with the bewitch- -

ﬂ.;g;e'ndglrI ; Wﬁo My reminiscences of early
148, has -ever beamed upon me, as the b ht

particular star of my boyish faincy.J Go andliele

'. - Numbers of half-naked children of both sexes
were running wildly about, screaming, swearing
and fighting. Filthy, bloated, drunken men and

her yourself, d
elf, dear! and then you wi )
| il % 10w
low human nature can fall,” woow
“Where can I see her 2
“ In prison.” |
C(In 1 l |
prison! Would 3 i

o | I ever dare venture into a

13 Y 7 - |
- ou‘ may go with very little sacrifice of del-
(.i _éydo.t personal comfort. A meeting is con
ﬂlc I;) t}fliere by ladies on Sabbath afternoons 'for
larg; enelz t of female prisoners, They meet ,in a
¢, clean room, where il Ta ‘

' > you will hardly k
Jou are in‘a prison.  If i o with
. ol wi i

- you next Sabbath,” ’ \\hke Hill e e
“Well, I will go; I want to

I shrink from it.”

Ne?;;) 0;(]118. Sémd.?y a:fternoon following, J udge
owbo t;n. hIS_ wife might have been seeq
v & Welr way toward the prison,, and lon,
. before they reached it, their heart : i
fully  affected by the scenes S
Mrs. N, appalled by the surr
| Ix;r;ould have.turned back in terror, had not hLep

ore experienced hushand encouraged her t(:

i

| proceed, pointing to the officers standing here

see hLer, and yet

were pain-
they witnessed

women were Teeling on the sidewalks, or sitting .

together on cellar-steps or front door-sills; some -
stupified with liquor, others so inflamed by it that
fendish passions raged, while the most dreadfal
oaths and obscene remarks were being bandied

among them. Iere could be seen all stages of

degradation. The cheek of virtue mantled with
shame and the eye filled with tears, at the sight
of girls scarce in their teens, with brows of brass,
and necks and arms exposed in a most unseemly
manner, (though sanctioned in eircles of fashion,)
with painted cheeks, and coarse indelicacy pro-
claiming their wantonness to every passer-by. |
“Tost! Lost! So early lost! -Oh! where are
their mothers and their sisters? Have they been

loved and cherished in virtuous homes, as our

little ones are now ¥’ ,
Tt seemed as if the “moral lazar house,” to

which they were going, had emptied out its

" inmates, and they had halted in every street and

alley in the vicinity, and by entering eagerly
into all kinds of iniquity, were making. them-
selves ten-fold more the children of hell than
before. It was evident many of them weuld be
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promptly required to serve another probation
within the prison-walls. L

On arriving at the place of destination, the
judge rang the bell at the large door, on Leon-
ard Street. They were admitted, and seated in a
little ‘office on the right, where the names of
prisoners are registered, until the matron could
come to them. - She met them ¢ rdially, and
after hearing their errand, invited them © to go
up into the meeting,” which had then com-
menced. ¢ Mrs. Wood was there, and if they
could wait, it wonld be Detter to defer their
interview until the exercises were over.” o

To this they readily assented, and were
- conducted to the room. Some forty ‘wretched
women were gathered there, and as the visitors
entered they were singing in chorus— |

* Stop, poor sinner! stop and think,
' ‘I’.efplre you farther go ;
Will you trifie on the brink
Of everlasting woe #7

This and other familiar and appropriate hymns
they sang with spirit, and almost all joined in
the exercise. There were many who had good
voices, and sang well. One could but wonder,
where they had learned these words and tunes,
for the practices and agsociations of their lives, :

for a long time, had been far removed from
* psalm-ginging. T
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. Then they all knelt in prayer, while one of the
%ladies offered a simple petition to the throne of
‘grace, adapted to the comprehension apd wants

© of those present.

The 15th chapter of Luke was read and .com-

" mented upon, especially the parable of the Pro-
~digal Son; and the remarks were interspersed

with illustrations and incidents, calf;ulated to
, secure attention, and impress the subject on the
he;:t:was but too evident that some of the seed
was falling by the wayside ; some among thOI‘I.lS,
and some on stony-places. And, 011! how sin-
cerely the sower prayed, that some mlghf: %’all 03_
ground prepared for it by the Hgly Spmt, an
bring-forth fruit, that would be seen m ﬂ»lé day
ord Jesus.
Of;i}[laGnI;r a deep-drawn sigh, boxzfred head a?,nd '
falling tear, attested the softening, subduing
power of the gospel-message on hardened hearts.
‘The judge scanned the ‘company - over and
over, without being able to determine which of
~ several women was the person he had come ‘to
| see; and Mrs. N. felt sure the glat;'on was mis-
taken ; there was no person there who could be
. Wood. ,
Mlg‘,rozvhas made every face with slight but
certain differences, by which it may be known
“from others; but sin with reckless hand, blots
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out these differences, and produces among its
- victims. a melancholy conformity of bleared
eyes, bloated faces and distorted features. Add
to these, a uniform covering of dirt and tatters,

and it-will not seem strange that it is difficult.
to distinguish one of these poor creatures from

another.

But Mrs. Wood was in that room. Had we

been asked to select from among the company
the most degraded, imbruted, and hopeless person
there, we should have selected her. After the
exercises were closed, the matron introduced
the poor lost one to Judge Newbold and his
. wife; and so far did her wretched appearance
exceed the description given to Mrs. N., that
she was quite overcome by it, and would have
fainted, had not a sudden gush of tears come
to her relief.

With Mrs, Wood, there Was no shrmkmtr at

being thus confronted by one who had known |
- her in happier days; nor did the sight of her.

tears much move her. She talked with indif-
ference, as if not conscious of what she had lost,
and spoke of departed ones—husband, parents
and childven, with an irreverent heartlesness
which shocked the listener.

Words of warning and encouragement to mend

her ways, made as little impression on her as
arrows upon a granite wall. Poor lost creature!
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f

She seemed a sad illustration of those Whose
consciences are seared, who are ¢ past feelmg,
and froin whom the Spirit of light and love and
holy joy has forever departed.

There was no pleasure in prolonging the inter-

~ view, so the judge and his wife were conducted

to another room. When there, the ladies asked
Mrs. N., “If it would tax her feelings too much
to give them the particulars of Murs. Wood’s his-
tory ¢’

- She replied, “ It is a sad story, but it conveys
some impressive lessons.” »
“ Julia Darley was an only daughter ; and her
family lived in a style consistent with their .

reputed wealth, - Her father was much engaged

in business and political affairs, and therefore
mterested himself but httle in the management
of his family, so Julia Was left almost exclu-
sprely, _in her early years, to the care and train-
ing of her mother. This was a misfortune for
Julia, for Mrs. Darley was a vain, Weak-mmded
and very injudicious woman.

Incredible as it may seem now, Julia was
very beautiful, her petife form was symmetry
itself, and . every movement was with a native
graée which art can seldom reach. Her cheeks
were rosy, and ler complexion ¢fair as the

-lily.”  Her glossy brown hair hung in natural

ringlets over her, neck and shoulders and her
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sparkling eye was an index to a fund of wit and
humor, which gave life to every circle Shﬂ glad-
dened with her presence.  Even her Trivals,

though envious of her charms, were forced to

7 aanowled«re her superior beauty. All her life,
- from the time she could comprehend anything,

she had heard her beauty admired, not only by
her mother, but by all her mother’s frien&‘ls; for
it they were not forward themselves to motice
her, Mrs. Darley would be sure, in some way, to
elicit a compliment for her idol. Blind :to the
evil effect upon her Chlld she would praige her
“delicate hand,” or “tiny foot,” or “ pretty
curls,” or “ graceful form.” The subject of' dress
- was about the only theme to which she gave car-
nest thought; it was a continual matter of con-
sultation with dressmakers and milliners, and the
topic of discourse with friends. Julia’s dress,
especially, must be selected with fastidious care.
It must be just so rich, and just so becommg, and
- then there was no limit to the mother’s admira-
tion, when she was arrayed in it. No pains or
expense. were spared to furnish her with ever y
fashionable aceomplishment, which could make
her beauty more attractive. But there was,
comparatwely, no attention given to the cultiva-
tion of her mind or heart; the jewels within

were neglected, while the casket recelved the

gleatest care.
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No wonder, if under such training, she learned
to set supreme value on external appearances
and the admiration of the world. o

Her mother introduced her very early into
society, and she found there, what her heart -
coveted, adulation and- flattery on every hand. .
But those who knew her intimately, could dis-
cover that these influences were having an
unbappy effect wpon her character. _Sha grew
proud, imperious, willful and selfish, while to
superficial observers she seemed a sunbeam only
buo'ht and beautiful. ‘

 When Julia was about-fifteen years old, she
was sent to a fashionable boarding-school in the

vicinity of the city, to complete her education.

A young gentleman was attending an aca-
demic institution, in the same town, whose

_ acquaintance she had made in the city, having

met him at several of the bnlhant soirees of the

) prev1ous winter.

Frank Benton was connected with the aristoc-
racy of New York. His father was in the annual

- receipt of alarge income, and lived in princely -

style. He had several older brothers, who have
since occupied ‘positions of honor and influence

. —one was an officer in the army, and another, a

member of Congress.’ |
Frank was then about mneteen years of age
and had not yet completed his preparations.for
3 :
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college. He had become greatly interested in
Julia, at his first interview with her, and was
delighted to find her attending school .in the
same town with himself. He soon found means
to evade the rigid rules of the institute, obtained
frequent clandestine imterviews with her, and
carried on a private correspondence.

Some months after, the fashionable world was

electrified by the published report of ¢ an elope- .

ment in high life!” The parties were Mr, Frank
Benton and Miss. Julia Darley.. Frank’s parents
were greatly incensed at this step; it disap-
pointed all their plans and hopes for him, and
for a time, a reconciliation seemed impossible.
But Mrs. Darley, while she regretted her
_daughter’s marriage at such an early age, was
flattered by her connectlon with a family of high

distinction.
Frank’s father forgave him, after a Whlle, and

invited them home, and he, some time after,

received an appointment in the navy, ‘which
called him away from his young brlde many

months at a time. : \
Julia’s -father died soon after her marriage,

and i her husband’s  absence, she resided -with

her widowed mother, by whose encouragement

she returned to the gay cireles of fashion, where
she was again hailed as a favorite. Led on by
Tier own inglination, and her mother’s infatua-
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tion, she entered upon an extravagant course of
dissipation and folly. She was nightly in com-
pany, at the opera or theatre, and attended by
different gentleman, with whom she carried on

open and most unbecoming flirtations.

Her husband’s family were pained and morti-

~ fied by reports which were constantly brought to

them, by officious friends, of her improprieties;

and they ventured to remonstrate, but the

haughty beauty ¢ did not care what people said

‘about her; she was not going to shut herself up,
-moping while Frank was away; she wanted

society and she would have it.”

There was one gentleman, a lawyer, Who was
her most frequent attendant in public, and was
an acceptable visitor at her mother’s house. The
unfavorable reports which were current could

~not fail to reach Frank Benton, on his visits

home, and, consequently, this attachment, which
was based rore on passion than on any real
merit in eac other, gradually waned. This was
perceptible in thie infrequency and tones of their
letters; and  at length, rumors reached the
young wife touching her husband’s fidelity.
They did not much afflict her, for she now

greatly preferred the lawyer; but, acting on
them, she promptly sued for a divorce. - Her
husband was absent, and his faruly, in consid-
eration of her generally-improper ‘course, insti-
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tuted no defense; so she readily obtained her
suit. :
Once more free, she openly accepted the
lawyer as a suitor; but in this step she did not
realize her hopes. -Ile probably became dis-
gusted with her total want of principle, and
forsook her, and married one who was better
adapted to make him happy.

This was a stinging disappointment, for much

depended now, on her securing a wealthy hus-

- band. The property her father had left was soon -

-squandered by the extravagance and dissipation
of mother and danghter; and now, of course, the

allowance had ceased which she had received

from- her husband. Therefore they must soon

change their style of living, and have their

reduced circnmstances known, or, she must win
the prize she sought—a rich husband ; and her
chances for doing so, were daily growing less.
These considerations led her to enter eagerly
into company, and all her power of iasclnatlon
was brought into requisition, 4 o
The result was that in less than a year from
the divorce, she was married to Mr. Wood, whose

name she now bears. But this marrlage was in

no sense a happy one; they were mutually
deceived, each supposed the other had wealth,
but found there was only the semblance without
the substance.
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They lived together a number of years and
retained her mother with them. During these -
years, they resorted to various expedients to
make a livelihood, but none were successful;
consequently they were often in great adversity.

. Their difficulties were much increased by the

inability of the mother and danghter to adapt
themselves to poverty and make the best of it.

The children, two daughters who were born
after Julia’s marriage with Mr. Wood, were in
rags and wretchedness. Neither their mother
nor their grandmother knew how to make new
garments out of old one, or to mend and pre-
serve those which were partly worn.

They had no skill to aid in earning a liveli-

hood. They had not the energy,. mdustry and

perseverance which could make even their accom-
plishments available to their support. In this

state of things, poverty and suffering were the

inevitable lot of the family. ‘
To make matters worse, Mr. Wood beeame

‘sick. He was a long time prostrated by disease,

and  also suffered from want and neglect. Iis
idle, listless wife did not minister to his neces-
sities as she mlght have done. The hand of
charity mterposed,c and he was removed to the
Almshouse. - And' there he dled—fd@ed " tlw

Almshouse !
For a short time, J uha and her mother strug-
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gled on together in the bitterness of poverty ; and
then her beauty proved a snare to her. ,The
tempting bait was spread, and she yielded. - She
left her aged mother, and takmg her two child-
ren, she advanced rapidly in the road to ruin!
Rather than earn her bread by honest industr Y,
she chose sin and dishonor for her portion, and
thenceforth sorrows were multiplied unto her. -

Her mother reaped the frnit of her vanity and

injudicious indulgence, in the ingratitude, deser-
tion and sin of her ehild. - With no dependence

new, and no resources in herself to which she
might ‘turn for support, the only alternative for

her was the pauper’s home.  She returned to
her native town where she married and had
lived in afﬁuence, and there she entered the
Almshouse.
Poor woman! It was a sad contrast. “ Where
now were her gods in which she had trusted ?”
~ There she lived a few Yyears, mostly unknown
and unpitied, not even her sinful daughter deign-
ing to visit her; and there she died, wnlam nied.
To what a foollsh purpose had her life been

spent! She had “sown the wind and reaped the

whirlwind.”

Julia’s violent passions and intemperate hablts
would not long suffer her to remain a favorite
with her paramour. Another and another sue-
ceeded him ; but each was lower than the forme1
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in what the world calls respectability. They
would not provide for her little girls, and they,

| too, poor children, had to become the inmates of

the pauper’s home. :
Now she turned to the intoxicating cup for the

excitement she had formerly found in revelry
and mirth, and this accelerated her downward
course. It was rapidly down—powx—DOWN.
In every stage of her eventful life, there is one
friend who managed to retain a knowledge of

 her, one who ever thinks of her with sympathy

and kind regard. - :
This faithful friend was no other than her old

slave-nurse, “ Aunt Sarah.” Mr. Darley owned
Sarah for several years before Julia's birth, and.
che was entrusted with the care of her from
infancy, until by the act which emancipated the

‘slaves in New Jersey, she was made free. She

came to this city and maintained herself com-
fortably, and by her creditable conduct, won the
respect of all who knew her. ‘
Many a kindness this poor woman rendered
that family in the days of their decline and pov-
erty ; and she clung to Julia with undying love,
even in her degradation and sin. Since she has
fallen so low as to be a homeless Wa.nderer, Tam
informed Aunt Sarah has often traged her steps §
‘many a time, in the depths of night, has she
found her in some exposed position, likely: to
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perish ; brought her to her own home, washed ‘_

her, dressed het in clean clothing, laid her in a

warm bed, nourished and comforted her, and by

these homely charities sought to win her back to
virtue. S :

Such fidelity is beyond praise! And may
well shame many who make great pretensions
to refined sensibility ! | :

But nothing can long restrain this infatuated
woman from the indulgence of evil habits which
have now made her their slave! o

“ Ladies,” said Mrs. Newbold, “I1 have now
given you in brief, a sad history of an erring life,
For a long time I had heard nothing of Julia,
until she was brought before my lusband the
other day, and committed for vagrancy.” ',

The ladies were deeply interested in this nar-
rative, they inquired if Mrs. N. knew anything
- now of the children ? They hoped they might
be able to reach them, and do them good, if
they could not save their fallen mother.

- Mrs. N. could give them no information econ-
cerning the children, subsequent to their entering
the Almshouse. The .mother was interrogated,
and stated that one died, and she neglected to
inquire for the other, for a couple of years, and
s0 lost all trace of her: indeed she seemed very
‘indifferent to her fate, {vhatever it might be.
Mrs. Wood remained in the prison about four
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months, during which time the ladies had fre-
quent opportunities to see “ Aunt Sarah,” for she
followed her nursling to the prison, and _oﬁ:en
came, bringing her some little delicacy or com-
fort. It was thle wish of the ladies that Mys.
Wood was detained thus long in the prison'; the?r
hoped by keeping hersome time from the 'mtom—
cating cup, they might have oppqrtumt.y. to
awaken in her, a desire to leave her vicious

course and return to virtué;, but - they were

unsuccessful—they could not even indnce.her
to enter aﬁ asylum, where she might be provided
for, and assisted to refbrm. o
Every thing ‘was done which Christian kind-
ness could suggest, both by those who had known

her in better days, and others who had recently " |
become interested for her. But all was of no
- avail; her superficial education and sinful I}fe |
seemed to have left nothing upon which to build
“a reformation ; neither conscience, nor principle,

nor ambition—there was no character left.

She left the prison, the same reckless, de-
graded woman she entered it, and for aug?rh.t we
know, she has filled up the measure of her iniqui-
ties, and is finding, when too late to mend, that

- “8in when it is finished, bringeth forth de‘ath,’f

~—ETERNAL DEATH !

S R S ” P . " - - e Al A5 M Yt i 5 s 1 2 et @ e e
i e e ot Bl
7T Bl e S R P W SO i
B e D oy S ML, e S S A5 A R L 7R s e v




CHAPTER V.
A FAMILY IN PRISON.

I prAY thee deal with men in migsery,
Like one who may himself be miserable,”

" Wame the Sabbath afternoon n{eetings in the
prijson were -yet a novelty, a wretched-looking
mother was one day observed coming into the
room appropriated to chapel-services with the
other prisoners, followed by three little children,
and carrying one in her arms. The oldest of the
four could not have been over six yoars of age,
and all looked pale and feeble, and were covered
with dirt and tatters.

After the exercises were closed, we took an
opportunity to converse with her, and she
related a sad story of desertion and want. Her
husband she said had left her, and gone to New

Orleans with = another woman. She had no -

means of support, and no friends to assist her,
and there seemed no way now for herself and her
children to escape starvation, but to go to the
Almshouse, it was with this intent, that she was

waiting in the prison, for an opportumty to be
conveyed there.

, ' | '
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We feared from hér appearance, that her hus-

band was not alone in fault ; for though she was

‘not then intoxicated, her extreme slovenliness,

and the similar condition of her children, led us
to fear she was addicted to intemperance.

But we resolved to do what we could to save
her, though private aid was then our only
resource. 1t was prior to the era of the ¢ Home
for the Friendless.” :

' We proposed to provide for the two older
children, if she would give them to us, and try
to get a place for her, with her babe ; to this
she readily agreed, and the next day .the fwo
children were legally transferred to the Society’s
care, and she and her babe were removed from
the prison, to a temporary home, until another

. oﬁ'ered

The conduct of the chlldren on this occasion
evinced unusual intelligence, and  strong affec-
tion. -The parting was a touching scene.

« Mother,” said the- little girl, *the ladles say.
they will take good care of us, but. what will
become of you and the baby #” ‘

The boy, who was about four years old, etreve

- to.comfort her, saying, “Never mmd, mother !

I shall grow big soon, and then T will work, and
earn money for you, and we'll all live together

again.” .
A good home was found for the. mother in a
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clergyman’s family, and the babe plaeeél in
charge of a worthy woman ; the two elder chil-
- dren were taken into excellent families, and the

little Zwo year old remained with the matron, .

toddling around the prison.
Much encouragement was felt from the issue

of, this case thus far. The mother gave satisfac-

_ tion, and the children were doing well. DBut
these hopes were doomed to sudden blight. In
an evil hour the unfortunate mother yielded to
temptation, and tasted the intoxicating cup.
She thought she was strong, that she could hold

“a check upon appetite; but no sooner had she

tasted, than it came upon her “like a strong man
armed,” in whose hands she was powerless—
“Led captive by Satan at his will” The
family with whom she lived were true friends,
and yearned to save her from this dreadful snare ;
they bore with her, and when ?ober, advised her
kindly ; with confession and tears she promised
amendment, and they tried her again.

After a few weeks, they were mortified and
‘grieved to find the lesson forgotten ; she again
yielded to her enemy. Thus, several times they
forgave her, and restored her to her situation in
their service, hoping at last to save her. But
finally the evil became too intolerable, and she
was dismissed. The Society still bestowed some
care upon Mary, hoping that'their having the
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children, would operate as & _check upon her;
they procured two or three places for her suc-
cessively, but in each she disgraced herself, and

dishonored the trust reposed in her, by returning

to former habits. Confidence in her reformation

Was ehtirely lost, and finally when she eame to
the “ office of direction” in a sober interval, and
- asked to be sent to a place, those in charge of

the same, were constrained to refuse her applica-
tion.

She left the office, and for a time nothing was
heard of her. It was feared she had sunk lower
and lower in vice, and perhaps had found a
drankard’s grave.

About a year subsequently, tlus woman called
again at the office ; and she was now so changed
that no one knew her, until she told her name.
But this time she was changed for the better ;
she Was dressed neatly, and the marked improve-
ment in her health and personal appearance,
confirmed her statement, that since she was there
before, she had abstained entirely from the
intoxicating cup. After leaving the office, (When
the ladies refused to recommend her to another
mtuatlon,) she realized as she had never done
before, the depths to which she had fallen. She‘f
felt that her case must be desperate indeed, when
those friends deserted her, who had taken her
frOm‘prison, and had stood by her until now.
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If she ever changed her course it must be done
promptly, for soon she would be past hope, she
- was already in chains, enslaved to a fatal appetite,
which even while waiting under the conscious-
ness of the ruin it had wrought, was urging her

on to continual indulgence, and which would

hurry her to an untimely death and everlasting
misery. The destiny of soul and body depended

on the decisions of that hour; but it was an hour
of victory! Instead of going to the dram-shop,’

Mary went to an intelligence office ; pr0V1den-
tially a person was just applying for a woman
to go to the country, and he engaged her. In

that family she was sheltered from temptation, and .

her new resolves found time to strengthen. She
was still living there, but had obtained ‘peris-
sion to make a visit to the city, to inquire for her
children, and see the friends to whom she felt- so
much indebted for past kindness. - :
From all we could subsequently learn of Mary,
we rejoice over her as one among the few who
are permanently saved from intemperance, and

we are thankful to our Heavenly Father that

he gave us an humble agency, in so blessed a
work.

CHAPTER VI

THE _ACTRESS.

¢ A uirree word, in kindness spoken,

A motion ora tear,

Has often healed the heart that's broken,
And made a friend sincere,”

A worrHY city missionary, who has now
exchanged earth’s scenes and labors for the rest .

-and beatitude of heaven, called on a Christian

lady whom he knew to be “ready to every good -
work,” and requested her to visit a sick woman,
to whom his attention had - been called by her
daughter, an interesting. little girl, who had
recently come to the Sabbath-sc,hool in company
with a child residing in the same house. Infer-
ring from- the remarks of the children that the
mother was very ill, and also that she had
recently -moved into the neighborhood, he
thought a friendly visit might be serviceable, and
therefore took an early opportunity to call upon
her. Before doing so, however, he sought an
interview with the parents of his Sabbath-
scholars, who discouraged his intended visit,
“ because, said they, “Mrs. Mason will be likely
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to consider it an intrusion; she has studiously
kept herself in retirement, avoiding : notice,
declining neighborly attentions, repulsing every
one who comes near her, seceming deterlLined to
carry out her avowed purpose, to spend the rem-
nant of her days in seclusion and die unknown.”

This good man, though grieved by this
account of her, was not disposed to abandon an
effort to reach her ; for he knew that this/morbid
state of mind was the probable result of peculiar
disappointments and trials, in which she needed
the consolations of religion to sustain her. But
he rightly judged that a judicions, kind-hearted
woman would be more likely to gain access to
her than himself, and - therefore 1equested the
lady to call who is referred to above.

Mrs. L. was about leaving the city on 1mport—
ant business, and was much pressed for time to
make necessary preparation ; she therefdre beg-

ged him not to depend on her attending! to the -

case; but her mind, during her absence, often

recurred to the sick stranger, and she was ill at

ease concerning her. On her return she has-
tened to see her. o |

Mrs. Mason received her with dignified
reserve, which it was difficult to overcome ; she
appeared to be a woman of considerable cultiva-
tion, who had mingled in refined society, and she

knew how, by a studied formality, to make it
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-embarrassing for any one to exceed the liberty

she chose to allow. She was very feeble—
evxdently in consumption, and was much of the

time confined to the bed. |
Her little daughter, to whom we have before

referred, was her only nurse and attendant. She

was supposed by the neighbors, as Mrs. L. was
informed, to have a small income, though it
seemed barely sufficient to provide her the ne-
cessaries of life.

In younger and ha,ppler days, she had
undoubtedly been of fascinating appearance.
She was tall and commanding in figure, of dark
complexion, with fine, black eyes, and an abun-
dance of glossy black hair. She was now wasted
by disease, and her countenance bore a disecon-
tented, restless expression.

Murs. Ls first interview was brief, and chiefly
devoted to a.few kind inquiries concerning her.
smkness, and an effort to interest the child,
hoping through her to reach the mother.

This visit was followed up by others, and by
delicate attentions to Mrs. Mason’s bodily .com-
fort, which, after a time, were received with
acknowledgments; but she only came out of
this misanthropic state by slow degrees. “'The

- world has used me badly,” she would say; “I

shrink from its sympathies, and only crave to be

left alone to die.”, Mrs, L. made every. possible
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effort to convince her of the sincerity of her
friendship, and fried to gain her confidence.

The mind of the invalid was very hostile to

every thing associated with religion; but, after
these attentionsgwere continued for a while, she
began to 4llow portions of seripture to be read to
her, and manifested interest in them.

The place in which she lived was not comfort-
able ; therefore, as soon as her health and- the

weather wonld permit, other apartments were

obtained and she was removed.

On one occasion, iShort]y after her transfer to
her new quarters, as Mrs. L. took up the Bible
to read to her, Mrs. Mason remarked, “If youn
have no objection, I would prefer to hear you
- read the Psalms.” |

“Why do you especially prefer the Psalms ?”

“asked the friend. With some hesitation in her
manner, she replied, “I think they are more
appropriate to my case.” |
. “They are very appropriate to persons in
aﬁliction,” said Mrs. L., ¢ but not more so than
the gracious words of Jesus; His promises bring
strength to the weak, pardon to the guilty,
and life to the dying. It is truly said of Him,
“ Never man spake like this man.”

But, suspecting that there were other reasons
which had not been given, she paused, and Mrs,
Mason proceeded. “My physician says it is
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folly to give so much heed to the Bible; that its
teachings are of no more importance than any
other ancient book of maxims and allegories,
which inculeate exalted morality in an attractive
style. He says it is well enough to read the

. Psalms, because of their poetic beauty and fine

imagery ; but that for the rest, my time could be
otherwise as well employed.”

“These words,” said Mrs. L., in speaking
subsequently of the circumstance, *carried me
back as if by magic to scenes and years gone by ;
they awakened painful memories of the past. I
had heard that language before, and as it was
repeated, a history of struggles and of vietory
passed in review before me. These pernicious
sentiments were held by .one to whom I had been
betrothed ; I had experienced their subtle influ-
ence, and for a brief space had found myself
spell-bound by the enchanter, but, thank God!
the snare was broken, and I have subsequently
learned to love the Scriptures he contemned,
and to ﬁdore the Saviour he rejected. On
inquiring her physician’s name, what was my
surprise to hear it was the very gentleman whom
the language had suggested to my mind.

“Tell Dr. Davies,” I replied, “she who was
Emma Carter recommends you to read oll the
Seriptures, because, in doing so, she has found
them to be the means of salvation to her soul.”
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Little did this infidel physicia,n expect to hear
that the gay, thoughtless girl, whom he had

- sought to make as sceptical as himself, and had

well nigh succeeded, was now an humble mes-
senger of grace at the bedside of the dying.
Unwilling to meet Ler whom he knew so well,
he deserted his patient. :
How becoming it is, that those Who go
with healing service to the sick, should be able
rightly to minister to the mind diseased, as well
as to the body ; that the physician should be a
man of prayer and a man of faith, experienced in
the things of God, and therefore competent to
counsel when his healing art is of no avail; to
encourage and direct the trust and hope of the
sinking one, to the only wnfailing resource, the
“balm in Gilead,” and the “Physician there.”
It is frequently the ease that physicians feel a
solicitude in the issue of disease, notless than that

felt by the hearest relatives, and not professional
interest merely, but one founded in deep affec-
tion, which has grown with years, perhaps with

a life-time. Suppose such a one at the bed-side
of the sufferer, conscious he can do no more, that
remedies have reached their limit, and the loved
‘one will scon pass away, the beating pulse will
stand still forever; and yet he is dumb, he is a
stranger to the consolations of religion, it may
be, he is not & beliover in them. The -patient
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' turn’s_the languid, dying eye-to him for comfort,

put he has none to offer, and unable to endure
the painfnl scene, he leaves it. Now, if he could

= _ repeat the promises, and kneel and commend the

soul of the departing to the Divine Redeemer,

- from whom would these ministrations be received

more gratefully, than from the physician in
whom the patient has been want to confide,
trusting even life itself in his hands? For
another reason, a physician should ‘be a man of
prayer; amid the responsibilities of his profes-
sion, when life and death may hang upon the
selection of a remedy, he should promptly turn
to the source of wisdom; and there seek guid-
ance, and the blessing of Heaven upon the
means employed. ~

Under & change of medical tréatment, and the
kindness of friends, Mrs. Mason began to
improve in health and also in spirits. She was
consequently disposed to take more charitable

~ views of the world around’ her, and became more

communicative concerning the past. By de-
grees, the following history was gathered.

Mzs. Mason was a native of one of the beauti-
ful towns upon the Hudson. Her parents were
jréspec_t-able people, in humble circumstances, and
desirous above all things, to rear their family in
mdustry and virtue. From her earliest :years,

Amelia’s -personal appearance had been ‘the
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subject of injudicious notice and admiration,

which had fostered pride and vanity in her

young heart; and it had tended to make her
restive in her position, and the routine of do-

mestic duty she was required to share, was

irksome and annoying. These feelings were
no doubt increased by unreal views of life—
~ the result of fictitious reading, in which, at this
period, she freely indulged. The highly-wrought
scenes where her imagination wandered, ren-
dered the plain realities of an humble home
unattractive and insipid. The love of dress and
a desire - for fashionable company became a
passion with her. Her parents endeavored to
check these tendencies. They could not, neither

would they indulge her in the display she craved.

Amelia thought then, and in after years, that
her mother was unduly severe

“There was a time,” she would say ¢ when
my mother might have led me as she wished.
“She might have molded and fashioned my
character, if she had only depended more oh Zowe
than on severify. But she had herself a stern

sense of right, and she strove rather to coerce, |
than to win me to follow her example and adopt.

- her views. She saw occasion to rebuke me fre-

quently, and being very much tried with my

follies and disobedience, she did it with upbraid-

ings, - and sometimes - with bitterness which
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counteracted the desired effect. But I can, and
do now make much allowanee for what then
secemed censurable, because I can appreciate the
burden of ‘toil and anxiety which the care and
support of a large family threw upon her.” -

The opinion which this child formed of Ther
mother is not unusual, perhaps; for children form
their conclusions more from circumstances than
from the exercise of judgment. ‘

One of the sorest trials a mother can have, is
the consciousness that she fails to win and attract
her child to her. Minds as well as bodies are
constituted differently. All do not possess .t-l_le'

. warm, winning, constraining love which enters -

into some natures, and so happily fits them. to
influence and mold the minds of youth.

As Amelia could have no hope that her
parents would furnish her the style of dress she
desired, she came to New York fo find sewing to
aid her in this object. An advertisement led
her to a gentlemen's furnishing ‘store, and she
engaged to make stocks, but before the pro-
prietor would allow her to take them away, he
required a deposit, to procure which, she pawn
ed an article of dress. She returned home with
her work, and stimulated by the motive before
her, wrought industriously and with skill, and
gave such satisfaction that the employment was
continued -for two years. But her mother
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was very much dissatisfied with the manner in
‘which she appropriated her earnings. Although
her objections were just, and ought to have been
regarded by the daughter, she was annoyed and
irritated by them and resolved to leave home.
Observing an advertisement for supernumera-
ries at the Park Theatre, she came to the city
without the knowledge of her parents, and
offered herself for that situation. Mr. Simpson,
the manager, was much pleased with her appear-
ance. e saw that she was well adapted in face
and form for the stage, and he readily engaged
her. She was fascinated with the novelty and
excitement of her new voeation, and applying
herself earnestly to improvemeﬁt, soon rose to a

higher position. After a time, she accepted

engagements in other cities and performed to
general satisfaction. .

But she had her trials in this line of life also,
for ghe had many unwelcome opportunities to
prove the immorality of the persons, as- a class,
" with whom she now associated. However, her
dignity of demeanor and virtuous principles were
a shield and a defense, and often protected her
when exposed to insuli.

The annoyances proceeding from this source,

were a chief reason for her accepting at this

period an offer of marriage from an associate
upon the stage, whom she truly loved, but with.
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whose previous history she was not sufficiently
acquainted—as the sequel proved. With this

~ man she lived several years, traveling from place

to place, as their engagements led them. They

had three children born to them, two of whom -
~ died, and the little daughter Lilian alone re-

mained to comfort and bless her mother.
- There now occwrred a painful interruption to
Amelia’s happiness: a woman came to her with

‘the necessary proof to claim the father of her

children, as her lawful husband! The evidence
was ample; he did not attempt to gainsay it,
but he would not go with his wife. Amelia

would live with him no longer, yet she could

not wrest from her heart, its deep-secated love for
him, greatly as he had wronged her. And he
loved her, and followed her from place to place,
giving her no rest from his importunities: but she

N clould nof, be moved from her purpose never to
live with him, and finally to rid herself of his

persecutions, she committed a second error,
scarcely less fatal to her peace than the former ;
she married a man whom she did not love, and
who was in every way uncongenial to her. This
union was only productive of misery, and a
separation erisued. | :

3




CHAPTER VIL

THE ACTRESS.

Continued.

tt Lovs secks again‘those chords to bind,
Which human woe hath rent apurt
To heal again the wounded mind,
And bind again the broken heart.”

- In was not long after Mrs. Mason’s separation
from her husband, and while her heart was still
smarting under repeated deceptions and disap-

pointments, that Mrs. L. found her, failing in
health, and in a peculiarly-melancholy state of

mind, no doubt induced by these trials, thongh

it was evident her acerbity of spirit had been
increased by the coldness and reserve with which
she was treated in general society. She was well
aware that this treatment resulted from the
estimation in which her profession as an actress
was held, and felt it to be unjust, and exceed-
ingly cruel on the part of those, who notwith-
standing _their open contempt for the actor, were
uniformily the personal patrons of the theater.
Amid wrecked hopes and withered expecta-
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tions for the future, Mrs. Mason had one treasure

left, and this was her little Lilian. She was a

sweet-tempered and interesting child and seemed
now to be the only link between her mother and
the world, the only object left which could
awaken hope or loving sspirations in her heart.
In compliance with the child’s urgent solicita-

‘tion, her mother had allowed her to go to the

Sabbath school, with her little play-mate, and
there she first heard of God! She came home
one day, and going directly to her mother’s
bedside she asked, “ Mother, why don’t you pray'
to God to make you well ¥

. “Who 1s God my dear?’ the mother in--

' quired. -

“I don’t know, replied the little one, but’
he is somebody who could make you well; the

‘teacher says so; he is very good, and can do

every thing for us. ‘Where is he, mother ? Don’t
you know ?’ she asked with intense interest.
Although Mrs. Mason was deeply moved by her
child’s questions and earnestness, she gave her
only evasive answers, for she held the mistaken
notion that a knowledge of religious subjects
would tend to make her child gloomy and

: unhappy

From the beginning of Mrs. Ls acquaintance
with Mrs. Mason, a deep interest had been felt
for her by a number of Christians, who had
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continually offered prayer to God in her behalf ;
their petitions were graciously regarded, and
Mis. L. was led to believe that the Holy Spirit
was arousing her attention to eternal interests,
and ere long she was found earnestly i mqmrmg,
“ What shall I do to be saved #”

She was gladly pointed ¢ to the Lamb of God,
who taketh away the sin of the world,” and after
a season of deep repentance, through faith in
Him, she found forgiveness and abourding con-
solation. . Her friends were gratified by the
evidences that a radical change had been
wrought and they glorified God in her behalf.

Now Mrs. L. was solicitous that she should

make a public profession ef her faith, and be
permitted to enjoy the advantages of union with
the people of God. To this end, application was
made to the church of which Mrs. L. was a

member, to receive Mrs. Mason 1nto their mem-

bership. But' on learning her previous history
they declined doing so, until she had maintained
her profession consistently, for some months.

Her Christian friends were grieved with this
decision, for they knew the sympathy and
encouragement of the church would greatly aid
her to steadfastness. They made request. of
another church that a time might be set for her
to “ give in her experience ;” this was done, and
in a simple, clear and humble manner, she
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declared what great things the Lerd had done
for her soul.

‘Her testlmony produced much interest in her
favor, but it was not unanimous. And Mrs. L.
received a note the next day, from one of the
officers of the church proposing, *on account of
her previous connection with the stage, to post-
pone her union with the church, until she had
given proof that her conversion was gennine.”

Mrs.. L’s laconic reply, “ What God hath
cleansed, that call not common nor unclean,”
probably had a good effect, for they reconsidered
their decision, and finally accepted her, and a

- day was appointed for her baptisra. She was

the only candidate on that occasion and the
services were peculiarly solemn and appropriate.
The text chosen was, “ Were there not ten
cleansed 7 but where are the nine ¢’

When the ordinance was to be administered, it
Was necessary, on account of some repairs which
were being made, for Mrs. Mason to enter the
front -door of the church, and pass up to the
bep.tistry. “As she moved up the aisle, her tall,
majestic figure, robed for baptism, and her
expressive countenance revealing a solemn joy in
this act of consecration, cansed many hearts to
join in fervent prayer for her; and the pastor,
who was waiting at. the altal to receive her,
repeated the language of the Saviour, «There
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are not found that have returned to give glory to -

Gtod, save this stranger.”

The trials to which she had long been sub-
jected, on account of prejudices against her
‘professional life, still met her at every point,
atid she found much difficulty in procuring a
support for herself and child ; her feeble health
and previous occupation having unfitted her
to engage profitably in ordinary employments.
It therefore became a matter of anxiety what
arrangement should be made for her. - Be-
fore -any definite course was fixed upon, she
was temporarily received and hospitably enter-
“tained in different families, Onme of these in
particular, a family of high position, deserve
much commendation for the Christian courtesy
with which they made her welcome to their

home for a long time. When the favor was

first agked of Mrs. ———, she hesitated, on
account of a.daughter, a young lady, who would

be brought - into association with Mis. Mason;

but her husband overruled her objection, saying,
“ We will be happy to -receive her, Mrs. L., and
to treat her with the same respect as any other
guest; and I am sure we need have no fears for
" any evil result to the members of our familyb;”
and his charitable anticipations were fully veri-
fied. ” |

A few days after Mrs. Mason’s bagtism she
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was sitting in Mrs. L.s parlor, when a police
officer of higher rank entered who had called
to interest that lady in behalf of an unfortunate
female prisoner, she having frequently sought
his interposition in like cases. As soon as he
was alone with her, he asked, “ Do you know
whom you have here, Mrs. 1.#”

© “Yes,” Mrs, L. replied, “I believe I do.

Why, what do you know of her #”

« All that I know of her that is unfavorable,”
said he, “is confined to a short period. After she
separated from her husband, she took a young
couple to board with her. The husband was
very immoral in his conduct, and the young

- wife, often confided her griefs .to Mrs. Mason.

On one occasion she had been doing so and
giving way to great cmotion, Mrs. Mason mean-
Whﬂe trying to soothe and comfort her, when the
husband entered intoxicated, and in the most
bratal manner exulted in his infidelity. His
wife fell fainting to the floor, and Mrs. Mason,
maddened by his brutality, drew a pistol and
fired it athim. A sudden movement of his arm
probably saved his life. She had been in“the
habit of carrying weapons from the time that she
entered upon her profession as an actress. She
1mmed1ately drew a second, and threatened, if
the man came near her, to fire again. He sum-
moned me to arrest her, and from the account he -
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gave of her fury, I expected trouble but I
never saw such an exhibition of dignified wrath,
She reminded me of a lion aroused in his lair.
However, she surrendered herself to me unhesi-
tatingly, and I conveyed her to thesTombs to
await an examination, There was@-dgficiency of
testimony to convict her, and the. 8y Ypathies of

in her, and.of her baptlsm the Sunday pl evious
« Now,” said she, “I trust she is sitting at the
feet of Jesns, clothed, and in her right mind.”

- “Well, Mrs. L.,” he replied, “if yon succeed in
taming that woman, you will have a crown
brilliant with gems,”

There had been an interval of yea1s since-she
had seen the man to whom she was first married,
or supposed herself to have been; nor had she
heard of him recently, but she had received
intelligence of his wife’s death. A letter was
one day handed her which had been dictated by

this man, who was sick at the hospital, and
- could live but a short time. e longed to see
her, and. to know, before he left this world, that
she forgave the great wrong he had done her.
She went immediately to him and found him
nigh unto death. He bitterly repented the
sinful life he had led, and especially the deccp-

o
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tion he had practiced wupon .her, which had
entailed a life of misery upon them both. She
frankly assured him of her forgiveness, and
earnestly recommended him to look to Jesus, the
sinner’s Friend, for the pardon of all his sins and
preparation to meet God in peace. He soon
after died, and was buried from the hospital.
It was finally concluded that the most feasible
resource for Mrs. Mason’s support would be a

fancy goods store, and her friends contributed

the means to establish her in one. A good dress-
maker was also located with her, that their com- -
bined Trevenue. might afford a comfortable

~ livelihood. But the enterprise was attended with

its difficulties, one of which was peculiarly vexa-
tious. It may be well to'refer to it particularly:
here, because. it is of much foo frequent occur-
rence. This was the negligence of customers to
pay prompily for their work, Goods or work
were sent-home, as ordered, and the bills would
be returned with- the answers,  The lady will
call in a fow days, and settle it,” 01', % She is
engaged, and cannot attend to it now ;” or, ¢ She
has no small change ;” and sometimes the ¢ days”
would lengthen into weeks and months before
she fulfilled her promise, little suspecting the
inconvenience, suffering and loss which prompt:
attention to this snnple act of Justlce would have
prevented. - __— : S
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. Mrs. L. was one day convened with several
ladies who were earnestly endeavoring to carry
forward a benevolent project. One of them, of
aristocratic taste and position, remarked to her,
“I would be glad to Join you in helping some of
these poor women for whom you are laboring ;- I
cannot visit prisons, nor those wretched haunts
in forbidding localities; but is there not some-
thing I ean do? Do direct me in the matter.”

Mrs. L. replied, «There is a way 1 think of just

now, in which you can essentially assist a worthy
woman, and it may not require labor or sacri-
fice.” She proceeded to give a brief history of
Mis. Mason’s establishment in business, and said,

“If you ecan .occasionally take her a dress to

make, and also recommend your friends to her,
you will do her a great kindness.” -~

“I shall be happy to do that,” said the lady,
“I have material in the house to he made up,
and I will take it to her.” Her address was
given and the lady soon called. Mrs. Mason had
been led to expect her, by Mrs. L., and was recom-
mended. to take special pains to give satisfaction.

The dress was fitted, and minute directions
received concerning the trimmings, which were
to be full and elaborate. The quantity of
material was found to be insufficient by two or

- three yards for the style of trimming required |

and the messenger who was sent to mform the
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_ lady returned, bringing the merchant’s card, and

directions to purchase what was needed; but no
money was sent for the purchase. 1t was utterly
out of Mrs. Mason’s power to advance the sum,

‘and in the dilemma she appliéd for counsel to
Mrs, L., who loaned her the money until she

should get her pay for the work.

‘The dress was completed and sent home, but
payment was postponed on some frivolous excuse.
Again and again it was promised, but did not

come. Months had intervened; the bill was

still unpaid and Mrs. L. once more met the lady

at her own house. Her elegant parlors were
thrown open and filled with ladies who had lately
enlisted in a benevolent work, enguging general '

- attention among the good and wealthy of our city.

Mrs. L. took occasion to inquire, “Did Mrs.
Mason’s work give you satiefaction, madam?”
~%“Oh! yes, the work gave me entire satisfac-

“tion.- But, Mrs. L.,” she added, in indignant

tones, ¢ I supposed that Mrs. Mason worked for
ladies! She makes servants’ dresses! If you had
told me she worked for servants, I should never
have employed her. I shall not wear the dress;

- I could not demean myself to put it on.’

* % Mrs. Mason does whatever work she can get
to do,” replied Mrs. L., « and I am not surethat

ladies’ custom is any more profitable to her than
that of servants.” | '
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- We are happy to believe this is an extraordi-
nary case; that ladies professing benevolent
feelings towards the unfortunate, seldom act so

very inconsistently. But this was one of Mrs.

Mason’s trials. It is illustrative, in a degree, of
many to which she was subjected. She was
pursued ' with other annoyances too, in anony-

mous notes and vexatious persecutions from her

- old associates, who never ceased frying to
persuade, or force her to return to them and the
~ theatre. Considering her early habits, and the
peculiar influences of former years, her friends
sometimes feared she had been so affected by
them, that she would not' have strength- of

‘principle and firmness of will, through all-

temptations, to resist the evil and hold fast the
good ; and being but a babe in religious experi-
ence, that she might not have grace sufficient to
keep her steadfast and consistent under all these
discouragements and hindrances. Yet they
maintained a kind and prayerful watchfulness
over her, and hoped for the best. |
Her business proved unsuccessful and was
relinquished. She removed from the ¢ity, and,
to the great regret of her friends, was lost sight
of ; but they are not without hope that it will
be seen at the last day, if not before, that the
labors and prayers of Christians in her behalf,
have been the means of her eternal salvation.

CHAPTER VIIL

THE LOST CHILDREN.

Musr childhood, with its sunny brow,
i Tts laughter-loving, guileless heart,
'Mid prison-scenes its spirit bow,
'Mid prison records bear a part ?

{ Better to find an early grave,
. And early reach * the shining shore,”
‘Whare bitter waters never lave,
And sin and sorrow blight no more,

During the usual Sabbath services at the
Tombs, on one occasion we noticed among the
large gathering present two little blue-eyed
sisters, very prepossessing in their looks and
manners. Although poorly clad, it was evident
that they were of American parentage and quite
above the class wsually brought to the prison as
vagrants. Before leaving, the matron very
kindly answered our inquiries respecting some of
the antecedents of these children; and, their
early sorrows strongly - enlisted our maternal

- sympathies. 'We expressed a wish fo remove

them from j;heir present companionship, if
practicable, and Mrs. F. desired them to come to -
us that we might talk with them. They
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‘approached us modestly and the .clder ‘sistéi'

was asked, “My little girl, what is your

name ¢’

“ Susan, ma’am.”

“ And whati Is yours, little one?”

“Ida.” | :

“That is a pretty name. How came you
here 7

“The man we lived Wlth, brought us here
last Thursday.” R

“ suppose he is not your father ¢’

“ No, ma’am.’ '

“ Have you a father or mother living ¢”

“I don’t know, ma’am; we haven’t seen

father in a great while, and mother went away
last year.” '

“ Where did she go #”

“1 believe she went somewhere south,”

“With whom did she leave you ¢

M. Bmdy, in Walker Street; he sald he
couldn’t keep us any longer Wlthout pay.”

“Do you know why. your mother left you, or
when she is coming back #” |

“She said she would come in warm weather ;
she often goes away.”

‘“ Has she ever left you before #”

“Yes, often ; once she left us with my aunty
and auntv put us in the asylum; and once we
were in the almshouse, when mother came home,
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and she came and took us away. She always

finds us when she gets back.”

“Where does your mother live when she is at
home #” :

« Sometimes she lives in Albany, and some-
times in other places.. We have lived in a
prison with mother.” ‘ ' o

“«In a prison! Were you ever in a prison
before now #” | ‘

“Yes, ma'am ; last summer in Albany.”

« For what was your mother put there ¢”

« Forthrowing vitriol on a man.”

« g it possible ! 'Who was the man ¢’

«T forget his name; mother was mad at him,
and threw vitriol in his face.”

“ Was your mother unkind to you P

“«No, ma’am, not to us; though she was often
very angry. She ran at a man with a big kmfe,
and said she would kill him.”

“ Was she put in prison for that#”

“No, ma’am; she took us and came a,way tor

 New York.”

During this conversation, the children stood
hand in hand, the little one leaning uwpon her

“gister. There was a peculiar, helpless, confiding |
- expression in this dear child’s face, blended with

traces of suﬁ'ehng She was very small, her
growth had bqen retarded by an injury of the
spine. They Te_re.\ bright, intelligent children,
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and were very unsuitably clothed for the season.
They had on light, thin dresses, more adapted to
summer weather, than to this freezing day.

I inguired, “Can you tell me how old you
are ¥

4] am nine years old.”

“ And how old is your sister #”

“She is seven years old. She has never been
well since she fell, when she was a baby.”

“ Iave you any clothes here beside what you
have on %’

“ No, ma’am ; except our capes and hoods.”

“ Where are your clothes 7

“Mr. Brady pawned them for our board-
money.”

My friend and I held a consultatmn as to what
was best to do with the children. The day was
far spent and we were a distance from home,
but we could not think of leaving them to pass
another night with the degraded women with
whom they had been conhned already several
days and nights.

“I will take one, if you will take the other,”
said my friend. The little girls drew closer to-
gether, evidently unwilling to be separated. “I
would take both, she replied, but just now I have
several homeless ones in my family : Mary, whom
Iwill keep permanently ; and I brought home on
Friday a poor friendless child until a home can
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be obtained for hei'; T have also a mother and

infant.” There was then no “Home for the

Friendless »__private charity had to supply its

place.
T replied, “I cannot let you have either of these

* children ; you are too ready to take more than

your share ; it is best they ghould go together.”

The brightening countenances of the children
told how much they were gratified by this
arrangement. They were soon made as comfort-
able as circumstances Would admlt, and went
home with me.

A group of- happy chlldren welcomed them,
and though the sisters. were a little shy at first,

their diffiderice soon wore off and they seemed
. happy and free as the .rest. '

Dear, patient, gentle, suffering Ida, how our
Learts became knit to her. It was a daily won-

" der how a mother could desert such chlldren

By all we gathered from them, e were con-
firmed in the belief that they could hardly be as
much exposed to evil any where else, as they had
been with their mother—considering her entire
neglect of them and her bad example.

We resolved to get good homes for them at
distance from the city; for the older sister this
would be easy ; but where would we find another
Margaret Prior, to take the little eripple to her
heart and her home? .
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~ Much effort was made to procure good homes
for them. It was at first intended to seek one
home for both, but a more intimate acquaintance
with them, caused us to abandon this purpose, as

we found the elder child had been injuriously -

affected by the mother’s pernicious life.
In afew weeks it was our privilege to send
both away to excellent families in the country.
As the summer drew near we anticipated,
- almost daily, a visit from the mother—but time
passed on and no inquiry was made for them. We
learned that Susan proved to be an active, capa-
ble girl, but gave her friends trouble by unhappy
traits of character; yet her guardians, with Chris-
tian decision, made every effort to overcome and
restrain her evil propensities, and gently lead her
in the right way. |
There was one uniform report of Ida, that ghe
was affectionate, amiable, and lovely.

About five years had passed, since we had taken -

the children from the prison. No inquiry had
ever reached us, and we were inclined to think
- the mother had died at the South. T had removed
to the western part of the state, and there learned
- that a distracted mother in New York was adver-
tising for two missing children, answering to the
deseription of Susan and Ida. B

- Advertisements were in every paper; all pub-

~ lic institutions were visited, and rewards offered

by the mayor of the cit
mg the said children.

for the “poor mot
effort was on the alert.
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y, for information respect- .
Great sympathy was felt
her,” so that public and private

A letter came from my ffiend, sayi.ng, “.. Mucl;
as We reeret it, I fear we ghall be oglged;’to :g(ll :
D L]

- ing these children. _
the hope of protecting : . °

Ellzildren! 1 had little sympathy to 1sparetfl';)r I: a:

1 fter time, leave the
mother who could, time & o 88
d years together,

had done for months and

2112 mercy of strangers, and now suddenly awakes

to such remarkable anxiety for them.
| ————— “Bohold!

‘ Y\our griefis but your gin in the rebound,
And cannot expiate it.”

But were the childreh to- be taken from

W o 3 ion had
homes here mutual and Stl'OIlb affectio |
b g

. L . b S
gprung up, where elevating and szwm%l 11(;ﬂuimzest
Surro hem— when they had alm
surrounded them—now, ad alnort

. they to be again co
become women, wWere :
ted to such a mother? It was revolting to 1o_mr
’ L] » W
sense of humanity and justice. But the la

gives the priority of right to the parent with rare

it i ' of reason that
exceptions, and it 18 the dictate

this relation should not be infringed, unless 'the
' case is beyond a question. E -
caiV\T]:len')Ir returned to the city, the deed had
been done. . Only a few months before, those

who knew the destination of the children had for

e i g e
L A R P RIS AR P TR S
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the.first heard of the mother’s inquiries—and,
they hesitated, from regard to the children’s
welfare ; but the mother’s conscience seemed to
have become 80 keenly alive to the wrongs she
had done her family, that it goaded her to
phrenzy. She had no rest,day nor night. It
seemed strange that one, who had heretofore
shown so much apathy toward her offspring,
could now suffer so much on their account.

Her apparent state of mind, and earnest pro-
mises, encouraged the hope that she would for
the fature give attention to their comfort and
best interest. On this ground they were restored
to her. | | :

Oh! what record will the last day give of the
balance of their lives?. 'Will the seed sown by
Christian friends, flourish in the soil now again
to be exposed to adverse influences? Will it
prove that that mother was saved through her
bitter experience and the good example of her

children? Much prayer has been offered for’

them by many Christians, which we trust will be
answered in mercy. May we meet the meek
and loving Ida, her sister and mother among the

blood-washed throng gathered before the throne

of qu.

CHAPTER IX.

THE ‘LOB’I“ CHILDREXN.

Concluded.

¥ jend who was present
g the preceding chapter was ponned, the frien |
duﬁtgfhe ﬁrsl:p intérview with Sugan and Ids, and whose interest in.theei;
welfaro has led her to become personnlly familiar with théir continu

history, has furnished the following: sequel.]

Dark clouds have gathered o’er thee,
Frail child of early woe,

Sad rending of long-cherished ties-
"Twas thine to undergo.

Thy home of peace far distant,
Whereflowers their aweets distil,

To haunts as dismal as ** the Tombs”
Thou'rt led against thy will. -

But there is light before thes,
An outstretched Arm to guide,

Good angels hover o’er thee,
‘Whatever may betide.

Five years ha_d passed since the “Lost Children”

“and their misguided parent had been re-united.

The commercial panic and business revulsion of -
1857 had deprived large numbers of employment,
who were dependent on their daily labor for the
means of subsistence. Scores of destitute fami-
lies, composed mainly of widows and orphans,
were receiving weekly supplies from the “ Home




94 o THE LOST CHILDREN.

for the Friendless” to sustain them: in the .
struggle for life, through the crisis. The Home

managers, inissionary and visitors were busy, in
season and out of season, in searching out the
" wants of the necessitous and uncomplaining,
that they might impart discriminate relief from
the Dorcas and -store-rooms, without unduly

diminishing the provision made for the daily
needs of their large Home family, work-room

" and schools. ‘ .

On the day of the stated weekly meeting at
the Institution, Janunary —, 1858, among the
reports presented by those whose broken utter-
ances testified how deeply the “sight of the
eyes may affect the heart,” was one respecting
the almost starving condition of Susan and Ida,
and their sick mother. -

Many months had elapsed since we had been
able to learn where the sisters might be found,
and on ‘receivingrthe long-sought intelligence,
we lost no time in repairing to their residence.
Following the directions given—after a weary

walk in a tier of. dilapidated tenant-houses,

located mainly below the level of the street—we
found the desolate apartments occupied by the
two children, over whom our hearts had so often
yearned. ‘ -

The mother and elder sister were ill, the crip-

pled Ida, still oppressed by labored breathing,

THE “‘1TOME” CHAPEL.
: Erected 1856,

Page .
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‘sat by their sheetless couch, the lone and patient
watcher. = One look of recognition and she
grasped otr extended hand, giving expression
to the pent-up emotions of a full heart. At
length, smiling through her tears, she said,

«] feared I should never see you again, you
were very good to come to us. Sister and I
could get no work, and my mother has been very

sick.” : , :

« Have you suffered for food very long, Ida?

“ Only when we could get no work.”

« But, dear child, you seem too ill to work,
even if you could get it to do.”. '

« She does plain sewing and embroidery very

neatly,” said her mother, “and she has been a
* great help and comfort to me. I couldn’t have
lived without her. No child was ever more duti-
ful.” Poor Susan hid her face, which was
suffused with tears, for some time.- The memory
of other days, and the sad contrast in her present
and former condition were doubtless making
thought-tracks ’mid the deep furrows of the
heart. She was now at the age of early womea—_,_
hood, and had observed the varied phases of
_human life sufficiently to realize what “might
have been” her better lot,” had she not become
“the victim of circumstances,” been withdrawn
at & critieal period from associations and ties that
were. pleasant and elevating, to mingle again
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with those that banish hope and court despair.
Several of her childlicod years were spent, like
those of her sister, in a most worthy Christian
family, where she ever. enjoyed the luxuries of a
full board, and the cheerful converse and lovmg

smiles of those who daily .

& Cluster round the altar and the hearth,”

Now, how changed*
Ida was called from the room, and we listened

for some time to the narration that the mother
seemed anxious to give, of what had befallen her
and hers since she had obtained possession of the
children. She also made many apologies for
doing no better for them, and said she had been
o much ashamed of her failure to keep her

promises to the ladies of the Home, that she had -

purposely withheld from them the knowledge of

her whereabouts.
Of course some of her statements were received

with the feeling, that, to deserve full credence,
there must be corroborative testimony. Sick-

ness, BOITOW and utter desutut]on, were qul’ce

apparent, and these it was our duty to reheve or
mitigate.

From the poor ne1ghbors, and otherwise, we
had learned that the crippled Ida, had been as '
an angel of mercy in that miserable dwelling.
Suffering and self-forgetting she had been the
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filial, uncomplaining toiler for her parent’s good,
bringing hope and sunshine where all else was
dark and cheerless. "Wishing to see her alone, to
furnish her with a present supply of food and
raiment, also to make her the bearer of similar

aid to the invalids, on her return, we took her

with us to the Home, and afterward suggested

an arrangement—when she should be able to

leave her mother—to have her spend a day with

us, ab stated seasons af our own dwelling; a pro-

posal that she was most happy to meet. We

thus secured repeated interviews that were

continued weekly for a period of several months.

During these interviews many pleasant conver-

sations occurred, from some of which—noted at

the time for reference—we quote the following.

“What were your feelings, Ida, when you
learned that your mother-was about to take you
away from your home in the country?”

“It would behard to tell. Iwept so much, it
seemed as if I must almost die. My foster-
parents had been so very kind tome; I loved
them just as well as a child could love own
parents. You know I was very young when I
went there. Well, they appeared to love me
from the first ; they sent me to school, took me
to church, and Sabbath school, gave me good
clothing, ealled me by their own' name, prayed
with me- every da,y, aléd taught me from the
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word of God. I learned to love the Saviour
while I was with them, and I was so Aappy.”

« Were they willing to part-With you ¥’

«They were not willing ; they thought it very
hard that I should leave, when I had been with
them so long. - Oh, it was a sad hour when L
rode away from that dear, sweet home. I would
be so glad to see it once again. When they told
me my mother was coming I could scarce believe
I ever had any other mother than Mrs. P——7

“ Has your own mother been kind to you
these five or six years that you have been with
her #” N
«Yes; I think she has tried to do what she
could, but she’s been sick a great deal, and we've
all suffered. You know she lived in quite a
good house, when she brought sister and me from
the country—and the man, she called our step-
father, was then doing some business that helped

to support us. But he “did not continue Zem-

perate very long, and his bad habits have made
us a great deal of trouble.” |

«“ Do you think your mother was ever married
to him legally #” \ .

«T don’t know what to think—I never saw
their marriage-certificate. He has done nothing
for us in years, is often very unkind to my sister,

but is never so to me. If ke would only stay

away altogether, it would be far better. Mother

THE LOST CHILDREN, J h 99

thinks he has been the cause of her losing every
thing she had. When we lived in B—— Street
the first few weeks after I came from the (3(':»uni
try, he went with us to church sometimes. and
seemed willing to hear me read the Bible.”,‘

,“D.id they at any time have family worship
morning and evening, like the kind family with
whom you lived before #” |

“ Not till mother asked me to pray with them.”
L« Do you think your mother -has become 2
Christian ' U

“Sometimes I almost hope she has. She often
desires me to read to her and pray with her
when she is sick ; and I have heard her pray too »

«“Is your sister a Christian?”~ -

“'She is not. If she had given her heart to the
Saviour lqng ago, it would have saved her from
n great deal of 'sorrow. She has been left alone
here for months without a home, or friends to
advise or aid her.” Tears told the rest—but she
added, “ She is doing better now.” ‘

“ Where did you go when you removed from
B—— Street?”

“I traveled with mother. We were mostly
upon the water for several months. At ore time
I tell over board and was nearly drowned. Death
seemed very mnear, but all looked pleasant
teyond.” o -

* Where was Susan during this time ¢
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«$he remained in New York till we returned.
Then mother rented rooms in the tenant-house
where you found us; but ow troubles here were
greater than ever before. I felt many times that
if T could not pray to my Heavenly Father and
believe that his precious promises were ‘all yea
and amen in Clrist Jesus,’ I should be very mis-
erable. We had sickness, and no.money nor

comforts. Sometimes our neighbors gave us food
and some sewing, and I felt thankful that I could

do a little.” .
From the above and other details, it was appa-
rent that the dissipation and profligacy of the
companion—whom the mother had represe_hted as
her legal husband, “a man of means,” &e., at
the time she recovered her children—had Teft her
éxposed to the keenest blasts of poverty; that
her own misdeeds, of former years, had been
visited by physical maladies, entailing a heritage
for life, of frequent, severe and unmitigated suf-
fering 3 that remorse for the past, or even genu-
ine repentance—if -indeed it existed—could not
undo the wrong or avert the legitimate results.
But the more we saw of the patient, grateful,
loving Ida, the more we admired her beautiful
Christian character, and true filial piety. She
had well improved her opportunities for educa-
tion, in her foster-home, and was intelligent
beyond her years. Self-sacrificing and self-for-
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geftting,' dwarfed in person to the élﬁtude‘of a
Chll'd of eight or ten, often enduring extreme
debﬂity., with an oppression upon the chest{
amounting at times almost to suffocation ye;
from d.lgy to -day has she plied the needle ,With
um:emnting assiduity to earn a pittance, with
which to aid her mother—a mother WhOSG, indif-
fel.'ence to Zer early well-being had served to
bhght and darken all her years, |
n one occasion we said to her, “Ida, do
‘not often regret havi Dleasant homo
ot o count%; ; aving left your pleasant home
“I should do so,” she replied, “if it were not
for my poor mother. I have thought,  perhaps 1
was broqg t away just to be the means of savine
her ; efnd this has long been my greatest 'des,ireg
My mind is always in peace, and T am happ 1'11.
the thought that my Heavenly Father kngrw )
and will do what is best for me.” ”
. This exprgssion of feeling indicates the re-.
S1gn.ed, peaceful, cheerful state of mind evineed
habitually by this child of early sorrow. |
Once during the summer, owing to illness and
absence from the city, several weeks had inter-
vened since we had seen the erippled form of poor
Ida enter our door at the time appointed. Again
she came with the same sweet, affectionate -

‘eXpression upon her face, but she was *very-‘nf

weary and faint, and rest seemed indispensable. -
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While reclining upon the sofa,‘ pantingl‘. 4 .folr
breath, some nourishrhent was brotlgl}t for whie :
she seemed very grateful. She tried to eat, bud.
her stomach repelled the sustenance offered, an
turns of fainting succeeded throughout the dayd:

It was ascertained that she had not ~1igsted foi

for thirty-six hours, and then 50 sparingly as to

afford no strength to her frail and suffering
bog%hy, Ida, did you not let us know you vc.fere
B ) \

‘Sta‘l"glcti .know it's along way,” she replied, “I
had no one to send, and kept hoping we should
get gomething, if our Heavenly Father BAW bfalslt:
He helps me always to feel resignfad to His “:; ;

" Te has been good to me, even in the hardes

trials. T feel these trials, but I often think of my

favorite verse: -
¢ When no more can grief come o’er me,
Apd the world is suuk in shade,
Heaven's bright reaims will rise before me,
There my treasure will be laid.? .-

by the promise, ¢ All

rays feel comforted ‘
and 1 always 398 od to them that love

things work together for go

God.”” o o 1'(-1 .
 “Jda, you know your friends will be . g ak.‘ ;
provide you a comfortable place and take kin
care of you, if you will consent to-the arrange-

A )
ment they propése. Had you not better do so ¥
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“I would, very gladly, but for mj' duty to my

poor mother. She is sick a great deal, and

would pine so without me. She thinks I ean do
-more to comfort her than any one else. If it
proves at last that God has made me the means
of saving her, that will pay for all”

Nov., 1858.—The season has again returned
when poverty’s most wretched children look

without and ' within, aud shrink shivering to

their nightly couch, dreading the coming mor-
row. We have not seen the afflicted Ida for
several weeks. The shattered tenant-house

where she lived has been demolished, and she

has gone to one, as we learn, still more desolate.

We must endeavor to find it, and mitigate, if

possible, the privations that doubtless still attend
her. ' o : |
A long ride in' the cars brings us to & well-

known loeality, filled with tenements so closely |
packed that no ray of sunshine can penetrate
between them. Down dank alleys, up winding -
stairways, through dark entries with cautious .

foot-fall, wondering, as we look on either side,

- how human beings can live and breathe in such

an atmogphere. 'We inquire in vain for Ida. At
length one wiser than others of the motley group
who crowd this resort of the poor and the
vicious, offers to pilot us. to the room we seek,
and we gladly consent to follow, we know not

T SR LT SO
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whither, . Presently we reach a bplﬁf}d door
marked with the right number, and are 1nf01:m§(%
bfy a neighbor that the inmates have departe li
but still live in the vieinity she cannot -fell
Whg;eimrsuing our inguiries fruitlessly for soz::ile
time we met an individual, from whom Ida
had lately sought and obtained Work, fmd were
thus enabled to find the present stopping place
of the dear child. She had partially r'ecovel"ed
from an attack of illness, and was again p}y.mg
every energy to earn her food and medicine.
The same cheerful smile was upon her palta face,
and the sweet expression of trust and co.nﬁdenc.e
‘in that Divine Redeemer, who once said to }.:us
disciples, “Lo, I am with you always.” H'er voice
was tremulous as she said, “ It is so painful to

hear the profane and offensive language of the -

streets and alleys all about us. This was why
we lé’ftlthe other rooms. Oh, if the pepple wounld
all become good.” - - |
We suggested again her removing to a more
desirable home, and trust she will soon accede to
: sal. , |
thi{?::;?‘:ve must leave this once wrecked bgt
divinely rescued one, assured that for her,' soon%
at longest, the severe discipline and conflicts o

l . 13 1 8
earth, will have been exchanged for “ mansions

L4 ” n
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” -
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The preceding record, from “the short and
simple annals of the poor,” illustrates several
points, having a practical bearing upon ques-
tions, of special moment to the Christian
philanthropist, and to suffering childhood " all
abroad. _

- First. That the public sympathy, often so deeply
and widely enlisted, by the clamor of some

- aggrieved, misguided pavent, whose character

and ability wholly unfit her to train the children
from whom she has been wisely separated—needs
to be corrected and transferred from the parent
to the child. 1 |
- Becond. It shows the great cruelty often prac-
ticed toward helpless children, whose antecedents
should command true compassion, and whose
rights, and also the rights of community at large,
entitle them to such early education as may
make their future bright and hopeful. |
Third. It shows further that those who. with-
draw them from pleasant foster-homes, or refuse -
them such a boon; when offered, urging the prior . °
claimg of parental affection—more properly

termed, in many cases, parental instincts—thus

bequeath to them the life-long remembrance of
early privations and wrongs which _considerate -
kindness might have most surely averted.
Fourth. It also suggests to those from whom be-
loved foster-children have been unexpectedly re-
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moved, that although the ordeal has been deep?y
painful, the precious seed they hE.I,VG belen,_permlt%
ted to sow, in life’s spring-time, in the garden o
the heart, may yet bear fruit; a l'mndred--fold..
Had Ida never known the blessing of a.Chris-
-tian home, ‘with its salutary ‘inﬂuences, the
physical sufferings of her short life would lnf?lslt
probably have been enhanced by mental wretck;
edness, and the long life beyond the grave, W‘?l.l
not have been anticipated as now, with *joy
unspeékable and full of glory.” .
Had not her transfer to foster-parentg oceurre
before the Home was established and chartered,
" the Society would have been ‘able to defend he‘r;
right to their legal protection. But doubﬂess @
wise Providence suffered it so to be—-:perhapg t(;
| develop-a striking example of thfa lecha.rge. 0
filial duty, prompted only by principle, in con-
trast with its,opposite in the case of Inl._lltlfflldfis,
on whom the gifts of love and the appliances of
wealth ave unsparingly lavished—also of the
power of Divine Grace, to sustain and soothe
when all earth’s hopes have faded.

CHAPTERX.

THE EMIGRANT WITNESS,

“ VIrTUE may be aééa}led, but never hurt;
Surprised by unjust foree, but not enthralled ;
Yot even that which mischief meant most harm,
Shall in the happy trial, prove most glory,” -
Murrrropes who come to this comntry, do so,
more from the love of novelty and change, than
from any necessity to improve their circumstances
~for they were more comfortable at home. This
‘was the case with Mary Gordon; her mother
held a life-lease of a small farm near a county
town. Her brothers managed it well, and made
it yield a comfortable living for the family, and
quite a surplus for the market. The avails of
what they sold paid their rent and taxes, and
helped them to little comforts, such as tea, sugar,
or an occasional extra dress. They spun and wove

their own linen, checké and woolen cloth—so the

cost of their elothing was very light. Their cows
furnished them abundantly with milk and butter
for use and sale—a good stock .of pigs and -
chickens completed their store of substantial
supplies. SRR - T
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The little stone cottage, with its outside newly
whitewashed, here and there a flourishing vine
running over it, bore an appearance of neatness
and thrift, with which the inside fully corre-
sponded. The cheerful turf-fire—table and floor
‘scoured white as sand could make them, and the
neat arrangement of the simple furniture, made

Mary’s home really inviting.

As yet—excepting those whom death had re-

moved—their little family was unbroken ; but at
the time of our story, the fever for emigration was -
prevailing in the neighborhood ; two or three of
Mary’s acquaintances had been sent for by their
gister in Ameriea, who had prepaid their passage-
money. - Besides, the letters from persons on this
side the Atlantic gave glowing accounts of the
great advantages enjoyed in this country, “plenty
of work ,” « high wages,” and “liberty ! »  Tvery
one could do as he pleased, and all had equal
chances to become “the President.” - These letters
passed around from house to house, and compa-
nies of villagers gathered to hear the wonderful
news ; and then each letter conveyed its own con-
firmation, in remittances of fifteen, twenty, and
thirty dollars to friends at home.

Tt is not strange ‘that these things created an
excitement among the neighbors, and that every
family either had its representative in America
or desired to send one. DBut there would: have
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been less enthusiasm, if they had known that
t'hose. who sent them money, were themsel .
literally shoeless and in rags, having saved oy
possible cent to send home, | o
. i&;;zng ;ﬁiliose who were not fortunate ‘enough - "
'€ thelr passages prepaid by friends, man
.expedlents were resorted to, to raise the ;'ic | ¥
it. Some hoarded their little income forpmoztl(l)
to secure the sum required, and others adopt ;
. unjustifiable measures to obtain it : a youn ma
sent to town to sell a load of gr:a:i11-—:5ellsghl:)if;a1
:ndhxjvagop too, al}d away he starts for Liverpool
0 ship for America. Another takes advanta ’
of his parent’s absence, and sells from the farif
zisl:}llorse or cow, and pockets the priéer; or lays
ait onest hands on money, saved for some 'speciﬁc'
Mary was raking in the field, with her eldest '»

B brother ; they were talking of a cousin who had .

_]usf sent her mother ten pounds, and she could
no longer -conceal from him, } ]

10 e i '
join that cousin., S ) gregt deswe fo
1y y 3 7 .I
. Oh, Ml(;:hael,” said she, and the tears ran
reely to enforce her petition, “If yous would

‘ouly pay my passage. to New York, you'd see

l;ow much I could do for ye's! See what good
that ten pounds has done now! paid the rint, and
}

bought s0 many things. Mother won’t give me

the money,—Oh ! if Yous will, I ean never be 4
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burden to yous any more, and how much I'll
send home! and T’ll be forever obliged to you.”

« Dry up your tears, girl,” says Michael, ¢you
need never cry again about that same. "Can you
get ready by Friday or Monday ¢” ‘

«Yis, brother, darlint! Tl be ready Friday.”

«Well, get ready, then, and Tl pay for you.”

- Mary’s mother was very unwilling to let her
go, but her brother’s entreaties, and her own
prevailed. - She gave her consent at length, and
also much-good advice, to govern her conduct
among strangers. She was placed in charge of
some neighbors, who were also coming, and she
left her childhood’s home, bringing away many

good wishes, and- leaving behind her many fair ..

_ promises.’ . ~

After a few days’ detention at Liverpool, which
her good brother spent with her, she embarked
for the land of her golden hopes. Just before
the vessel set sail, a gentleman and gaily-dressed
lady came on board, who observed her weeping,
and addressed her kindly, inquiring the cause of
her grief. Finding, in answer to their questions,
that she was alone, that she had paid her passage,

and had no friends expecting her in New York,
the lady urged her to get Dack her passage- .

money, and return with them, and live in Eng-

land, and promised to do great things for her, if

shé would-comply.
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li\I'ary.’-was not disposed to yield to these
solicitations, and had many doubts as to the'
honorable -intentions of the lad,.y,———she‘ chan; edej
her seat, and they followed her, and continied

- their persuasions. She informed a lady from

Dublin, of their conduct, who bade her bewar
of them, for they Ineant no good to her.” Tlﬁe
lady showed an iriterest in Mafy from th;af hours |
and made arrangements to pass their ni hts,
togefhe: in her own state room, and keg;ja
special care over her during the passage \WI;IiC]l
saved her from many annoyances. The ’vojage
glasszniiwhat ‘protracted, but without accidént, |
on onsic ickr |
fho fo o zx;eagl:fs considerable sickness on ’llmard_’.,
. When they reached the wharf at the termina-
tion of their voyage; it. was crowded with those

- on the eager look-out for expected friends.

| Ma'try feels lonely, and, wishes there was some
one i -that crowd of faces to reéo«rnize and
welcome her ; and, for the first, « hom;sick;less’5
creeps over her, as she realizes herself fo" 'b‘e“‘a'.‘ ‘
stranger in a strange land 7 .

Presently a young man comes forward and
asks, “Is - there any one here ff_om‘ ‘Gé.vén?’ ”

. 1 ,? Iva
This was Mary’s native town. Several answer

in the affirmative, and her name is mentioned
among others. _ |

ST . . S .

Mary Gorden!” said he, " advanciug -and
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taking her hand, “ Why you are my cousin 7
‘and ‘he proceeded to prove it, by claiming kin
with one and another of her relatives, and calling
up eircumstances which assisted her to remember -
him. She was willingly convinced of the fact,
and rejoiced to find one in this world of strang-
ers, who was interested in her and her family.
" After ascertaining that Mary’s neighbors did
not design to remain in New York, but would
imiediately go out West, he expressed a strong
" wish to have Mary stop in the city, “ My wife,”
said he, «will make her very welcome in our
house, until she finds employment, and I can be
of much service to her in getting a good place.
She had better stay; she can get double the
wages here, she can out West.” | N
- The matter was left with Mary to.decide, and

she concluded to accept her cousin’s offer. So

she parted with her friends at the ship’s side, and
took a seat in a carriage, of which her cousin
was the driver. After a short ride, he stopped

before a lodging-house, where he said, bhe was .

going to “leave her until evening,” as in this
part of the day, his business was too hurried to.
allow him to go home. o
" The time passed pleasantly enough for Mary.
On every hand novelties presented themielves to

her curious gaze, = | _
Tt was quite dark when Gorden came; (this
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was his name also;) and he said it would be
| “necessary for her to walk,” for which he offered
some plausible excuse, and he “ would brine her
chest home the next day.” They walked agionﬂ'
way, where Mary knew not, before they reachez
| his hpuSe. He took herup stairs, into a back
room 3 the wife she expected would be there to
. Teceive. and welcome her, was not to be seen :
- sh'e Lmquired for her, and Gorden replied, “ N 'evexi
nn'nd her now—this room shall be y;urs and
mine, Mary I”  She at once apprehended, evil, as
nfuch from his manner and-tone of voice as fr:)m
- his words; and when he began oﬂici:mslj to
remove her hat and shawl, she objected to his
doing so. It soon became apparent, that hig
‘purposes were of the vilest kind, and seeing no
other defense, she screamed violently and inces-
santly, “ Police ! Police /” The basewomanrwhé
kept the house, was alarmed for its sé,fety “and
came to the room door and ordered her t’o4 be
511'ent; but this only added vehemence to her
cries, until, to prevent an onset from fhe lpolice "
she opened the doors of the house and bade .jae;
go. She waited for no second bidding—but; as
soon as she was otitside the door, she renev;red '
her terrified screams, “Police ! Police!” . h
»-A:; officer promptly responded to her call, to
whom she related her story. He immeciiat,;el
arrested the young man, and took him :m-.f"‘"thi '
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~ Tombs,” to be examined »u].f)'on _the charge she:
made; and Ma;ry" had to go tl}'ere too, to appear
against him. The examination resulted in his
commitment for trial, and Mary was detained in
i a witness. |
Pr?:’:v:: ?hz'e I had my first interview Wi.th her,
ten days after her landing; and in what different
circumstances from those she had expected to
realize on her arrival.
19“%12: Omatron took an early opportunity to
acquaint me with her case ; the young man ha::i
then been tried, and sentenced to one year s
imprisonment in the Penitentiary, for his oﬁ.'ense
against the poor young stran.ger, The jury,
before whom Qorden was tmed,‘ became 50
interested in poor Mary, that they mq.de up 2
~ sum of money among themselves, and placed’ .1t
in Mrs. Foster’s hands to be used for her beneﬁt.
And she had need of their kindness, for thr?qgh
the villain’s rascality, she had lost her baggage,
 and wa¢ thus left without money or a change of

clothing. :

‘Believing her to be & virtuous girl, and there-

“fore a proper beneficiary for the “'Hgme for fhe
 Friendless,” which had then gone into operation,
We took her there at once, procured_ger a cjhange
of garments from the D‘or‘c.as room, anfi asslu;
ing her of our sympathy and protection, ? -
her composed, and comparativ‘elyzhappy. Never
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was I more thankful that Providence had engbled
us to establish this safe and. appropriate refuge
for worthy but unfortunate women, o
In & day or two, a situation as a domestic |
offered, which she accepted; but in a week she

- returned to ' the ‘“Home,” sick. The ordeal

through which she had passed, had been too
much for her strength; it was evident she must
have, for a few weeks, kind eare and nursing,
before she would be fitted for labor.

-She was retained at the “ Home” four weeks,
and under the care bestowed she improved very
much, and felt able then to avail herself of an
opportunity to enter an excellent family, where
her duties would be Iight. Mary did not disap-
‘point the expectations of her friends—she proved
to be a good girl and gave satisfaction to her
employers. Five years subsequent to the date of
our natrative, she was filling the place of confi-

- dential servant in-a wealthy family, to their

entire acceptance; and we presume she is still
there. | - |
Mary has continued to visit the Home from
time to time; she cherishes grateful feelings
towards the ladies who befriended her in the
hour ‘of need, and looks to them for counsel
and direction, " S
‘This was one of the earlier- cases which came

- under the sheltering wing of “The Home,” and
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one coming directly within its provisions. A
home for convicts was not a suitable place for
Mary, whether they were discharged or in-cus-
tody, for she had:committed no offense. Her
* chances for getting employment and a respecta-
ble home, without references, and from a prison,

- were exceedingly small, except through some .

avenue which benevolence might open to her.

The “Home” was to her this avenue, and it
brought about her saving and elevating influ-
ences, which changed her- destiny, we hope, for
both worlds. |

Cases have been continually.occurring in the
history of this Institution, which foreibly demon-
strate, that it fills an indispensable niche in
public charities; but for obvious reasons the
details of many of these, which are deeply
interesting, and most clearly exhibit its useful-

© ness, can only be known to a limited number.

Mary’s case is pnbhshed without hesitancy,
because, throngh the trial and police reports, it
had previously been made known to the public.

Tt was peculiarly fortunate for Mary, that she
yesided out of the city. The injurious associa-

tions which gather about a girl after having been

in a prison, are very difficult to overcome,
especially in the city, where her  character is
continually subject to injury by the recognition

of base persons, who met her there, and who are
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ever ready to lay traps to ensnare her, and make
her - as WiCleC? as- themselves.. It has often
required all the tact and resolution of experienced
Christian women, to foil their efforts to decoy
innocent but unfortunate women in to disgrace
‘and ruin. In poverty and friendlessness, tempta-
tion gains great force, but generous sympathy
and timely warning will often “save a soul from
death and (prevent) a multitude of sins.”

It surpnsed us when we heard the recital of
Mary’s escape, that, being a stranger in our
country she should have so promptly adopted the
best means in her power to secure help, by voci-
ferously calling for the police! We asked her how
she knew that doing so would be of any use to
her? She replied, “ My folks at home, told mel
if T was everin danger, to cry out police as loud
as possible, and fortunately I remembered it.”

Thus these simple people had provided Mary |

- with a safeguard among strangers, which many-

wiser persons have overlooked. Mothers would
do well to enjoin this course upon their daugh-
ters. I have known remarkable escapes from
insults and injury by this ever-available expe-
dient td obtain assistance,




CHAPTER XI.
L[ZZIE NUGENT. -

u Not every flower that blossoms
Diffuses sweets around ; -
Not every scene hope gilds with light,
Wil fair be found.”

«QrerEr, 1 saw your former protegee, Lizzie
Nugent, last week; she has just retwrned from

England.” - -
“gLizzie Nugent? Idon’t remember any one
of that name, Joe.”

“ You certainly have not forgotten that rosy-

cheeked girl, that you had in your family some -

months, and then sent to her friends in Canada,
iﬁ care of Miss Gillespie.”

“Qh, yes! I remember her now ; but how is it .

that she has been to England ¢

¢« She married a British soldier, some two ot

three years after her return to. Canada, and wh;n
his Tegiment was ordered back to Engl.zmd, she
went with her husband. She has beren _1,113(311!':‘.“()11
purchasing his discharge from the army, and has

lately accomplished it, and is now on her way to

settle near her parents in Oan‘ada.”
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“Poor Lizzie! I am very glad to hear from
her again, and to know that she is doing well.”

“Bhe tried diligently to find you, and when
she Jearned that you had left the city, she sought
me out. 'But, sister, what were the cirdxiinf
stances which brought her into your care? 1
remember- there was some mystery in her case,
and the earnest gratitude she expressed toward
you and other friends, quickens my curiosity
to know the particulars. She was evidently

-reserved on the subject herself, so I forbore to

question her.” _ o
“My acquaintance with Lizzie commenced
when she was in great trouble; her history for a
time was a sad one. . : o
“It was the custom for several benevolent
ladies, members of the Female Guardian Society,
to visit the City Prison on Sunday afternoons, to

hold religious exercises with the unfortunate

- women confined there, and to aid them as

circumstances required. This was prior to the

organized efforts, for the benefit of prisoners,
‘which now exist.

“The excellent matron favored the efforts of the
ladies, and regularly collected the more cleanly

- and hopeful women in her charge, in a large

upper room fitted for the purpose. Here visitors
might - almost forget they were in a prison, as
they noted the attentive and respectful deport-
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ment of the womeny and listened to their united
voices, singing some old, familiar hymns, and
saw them humbly bowing together before the
' Mercy-seat. Often among them were some, 50
young, and innocent apparently, it could scarcely
be credited that they were there for crime; nor
were they always, for sometimes innocent fe-
males were detained for weeks, as witnessés in
approaching ‘trials; and even children’ were
found here, who were Jocked up at night with
women mature in years and guilt—children who
had been taken up as vagrants, and wer
- for a convenient opportunity to be sen

¢ Farms.”” _

t to the

« Was the philanthropy of thosc ladies con-
fined to the ‘cleanly and hopeful’ among the

prisopers ¥’
« Ng, it was not. In the lower tier of cells,

the most degraded and depraved of human kind
were congregated ; women who when at liberty,
spent their whole time in beastly intoxication
and fiendish brawls; and many were the misera-
ble victims of delirim tremens, screaming and

starting with terror at the horrid phantomsgof

their own brain; and they were often filthy

‘beyond deseription.

~ «While the exercises were progressing _abové;.
one or two of the ladies would go to these
wretched ones, with whom they must submit to

e walting -
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be looked in, while they offered pardon and
fle.szen to fﬁhlem"in His name, who' came to'’call

sinners to repentance.” The ‘wretched women
Wguld give silent and even tearful atfention to
the: truths" spoken, and sometimes thore Wao

-encouragement that the labor was not lost ; b'u:

ltclso often, it seemed like seed sown in"" ;o
ground. - B R ’ o
'“. But to Lizzie’s story. One Sunday a youn
girl .Vwas‘ I}ljpticedamong the group of prisbny;rs ii
the upper room, whose face and eyes We'ré's' '
s“follen with weeping, that she wag quite disﬁrro
ured ; she was only about fourteen yeérs of a‘p"

anfi f;‘qm' the matron’s information,. and “gle,‘

child’s répresentations; it was believe(’i she w. .

‘more sinnéd against than éinning.” Frmﬁ ﬂ?:

Thursday previous, when she was committed; she

had wept incessantly : this was Lizzie N ugel’:tt '

‘ It was decided.to investigate her story. &];ld ‘

1f fqz_;nd ‘true, to befrienid lier -ag she ne’eded ;

accordingly the wicked woman to whom sk y

referred for the truth of heir statement. - (a,ﬂ;-;

wh? was the only person she knew in this, city,y

was sought out, and corroborated the cliﬂ&;s
statements 'ag much' as she could do- without

. eriminating herself and becoming liable to the:

:)a*iy'; | indge'd, measures would have been taken to
r;ng her to merited punishmient, had she not:
suddenly removed to parts unknown. - 7
: G ' S
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+ «When Lizzie was about ten years of age, her
- parents emigrated from En gland with' their fami-
ly, and brought . with them a cousin, & young
woman who had long wished to come to Ameri-
¢a, and who improved this opportunity to-secure
protection and company for the voyage. M.
Nugent settled in Upper Canada, whither some
relatives had preceded him, and his cousin
remained with them for a time, but to secure a
larger business in her vocation as a dressmaker,
she left them and came to this city. She wrote
occasionally to the family, and after a few months
informed them, that she had married a wealthy
merchant, and gave a- fine description of her
affluent circumstances, and every way advanta-
geous settlement. ' ' o
"~ « A few months after, she visited them, and her
expensiire clothing, well-filled purse, and profuse
presents, convinced them that her description was
not exaggerated. Three successive seasons she
visited Canada, sometimes with her husband, of
whom her friends saw but little, as: they stopped

at ahotel.

«During this time Mr. Nugent had suffered
from & sevete and protracted attack of rhenma-
tism, which ‘had left him a cripple, probably
for life; his wife’s ‘health had been seriously

~ injured, by. the extra care and -toil -which his
sickness threw upon her, not only in nursing, but.
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also in supporting the fainﬂy. At the date of

EMfs.. Webber’s last visit they were much reduced
11}"0}%'qumstances,.andA the prospeet before them
was .n?crqaisingly gloomy. R
“ Lizzie had grown up rapidly, and was the
Dicture of health and good: nature: her parents E
lxatd.acceptéd a situation for her in a., neigli;orin
fam{IX as nurse for a child, for which she Wai
receiving two dollars per month, and éven fhis
jcnﬂe Wwas an.important addition to their scanty
income. Mrs. Webber as before, made‘d.thenz
valuable presents, which, in their need, wer
most gratefully received, and finally pro EJSede: ,
ta}l:e Lizzie with her to New York and };ive her
Z‘au?;;oﬁ_her own i"amﬂ.y, aFd opgortunitiw for
At ﬁrgt- her parents were very-unwilling“‘ to
to accede to the proposal, but Lizzie béingi'faséi—
nated with the fine “prospects which the chan
?e_ldout, jbined her earnest entreaties to tﬁ:
persuasions -;and,arguments of her relative,-and
finally they obtained a reluctant consent, ‘thz:t. she
shpuld go for a few months, and then, ;f she or
her parents desired, be placed in competent care
a.mli sent back to them. . Mrs. Webber tried to
qlflej; their solicitude by many assurances of her
faithful ”attgntion-’to Lizzie, but ,fy’et" the parting
:;rlae?__.a’ very sad one, for portentous fears filled
I minds, that evil would ‘grow. out of it.




H
il

M
N
-

ol
.
ol

| 194 | LIZZIE NUGENT.
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-« Tinzie’s tears were soon dried, and her atten-
tion-fully occupied in observing-things new and
strange, on- her journey. A few times she was
anioyed by the rude gaze of .solne passengers
fixed upon her, or by gentlemen thaking remarks

-which seemed to have some equivecal reference .

to herself, but as she could discover no cause,
¢ither in porsonal appearance or conduct, she
concluded these persons were.¢ Yankees and not
gentlemen,” and dismissed the matter from her
mind. ‘As they approached the terminus of
‘their journey, gilded visions floated through
Lizzie’s imagination, of the gplendid - and. bappy
hoine-to which' she wag going; and her cousins
representstions,” in reply to. her many curious
questions respecting her new life, even exceeded
the brilliancy of her own imaginings.

"« At Tength the steamboat touched the pier;

" they made their way as they could, through the
~ jostling erowd of cabmen, porters and passengers,

and having found their baggage and engaged-a

carriage, they were goon rolling rapidly towards
© e White Street. - But Lizzie was doomed. to

bitter disappointinent; the house before which
they stopped, was an indifferent one, and she
‘discovered that her cousin did:-not occupy
the whole of it; nor did- it possess any of the
eélegancies ghe had been led to expect. -

~ «Mr. Webber did not come home until night,
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| a,nd then, the manner in which. he accosted hie
wife, and received .hQr,l.li‘roducednstf;x,ig‘é -.ﬁ;ideﬁ‘-
nable misgivings in Lizzie’s mind. Atb,ed-tlme
a«bgd:,.‘was prepared for her in their 'rlodiﬁ? an(i
Tyhen. she expressed a wish for some other S’Iea '
ing place, she was roughly told she « must slee%
ﬂzem’-’ She would have jflown ‘from. th;ji:n at
once, if she had known a person in this gréat

- city, to whom she could go for succor; but

friend or helper she had none. - '

“Only a few ,.days-h'ad ela éed fore he
cou.sin wholly laid " aside the gﬁise.’,_of}')_e 2‘:::;111;91'
‘which she had worn, and revealed herseif', in hz:'
tlzue, ‘cl'la\ract,er to the innocent and affrichted-
;-g'1r1 ; and though she but vaguely :undergtob%i' the |
f;mful pragﬁices of which her rélaﬁvé :u-ﬁblﬁsh- |
ingly boasted, she knew she had beeniwicke;dlh
‘ensnared, and was very unhappy. - Mrs, 'Webbe{ |

 laughed at her foars, and by precept.and example

sought to make her as vile ag herself ;. she would
..an_akeuher the companion of her evéning ‘waiks on

roadway, the object of which poor: Lizzio. a8
slow to comprehend, though she: Wondexiedw’r;};:;t

‘her cousin so often left her waiting at store win-

dows, while she went another way. .

:c::])gy after (jlay.‘she was endeavoring to devise
means by which she: could leave. thém",‘ but

difficulties fhronged: about. her; .she -knew

‘nobody, and she could not venture out of: sight




196 LIZZIE NUGENT.

of the house without féar of being lost.- Her
clothes her cousin had in her own keepmg, and
she had but.one dollar in money. '

« At this crisis she had proof that Mr. Webber
- was even more infamous than the woman, and
‘would willingly compass her ruin; this ‘decided
her to escape speedily ; difficulties dwmdled into
nothing now, compared with the danger in which
she saw herself placed. Her hat and shawl were
given her scon after, and she was sent on an
errand to a neighboring store; she waited for
nothing more, but ran-as fast and as far- away as
" possible ; fear lent lier wings, and she scarcely
slackened her pace for hours, nor tarried to note
what streets she took, for all were alike to her, if
they only led her. away from those she now
dreaded worse than deadly foes. In her childish
ignorance she supposed, in escaping from them,
she would be comparatively safe from harm. .

« At length, hungry and tired, her steps began
to falter, and as night was approaching she won-
“dered where she would find ‘shelter. She looked
awhile for .a ¢boarders’’ sign, but found none;
then she anxiously observed the countenances of
persons passing; hoping to find ia some encourage-
ment to ask direction:and advice ; but as often’ as
she essayed to.speak, words. failed her, at’ the
moment, and the individual had gone. * -~

« A girl .but little older than herself was
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coming toward her, and she summoned conrage
to ask of her, ‘Do you know of any boardmg»

 house near here?’

~ ““Yes,” was the prompt reply, ‘I am boarding
in this' street, in a nice house, and will take you
‘right to'it.’
¢ ¢ What must I pay ? I have only one. dollar
“¢0 never mind that the lady will wait until .
you can get money.’ ' o
¢ ‘What street is this? I am a stranger in the

| city.”

“¢Are you? Thisis Leonard Street. Where
are you from? Have you just come?’

“ Lizzie’s heart was surcharged with sorrow, and
now she had found one to whom ghe’ might
speak, she hurriedly and with tears informed her
of the great trouble she was in through her cou-
sin’s base deception.. They were soon at the
house and Lizzie was left in the parlor, while her

" companion called the landlady; an elderly wo-

man entered and kindly welcomed her, and after -

. ‘a. little conversation had elicited from the confld—
_ ing girl all her history. - | |

“ leme lamented the loss of her clothes, but the
lady coniforted her by promising to glve her
some; and to put her in a way to'get more. She |
left the room for a moment and retuined with a
French ealic(}“ dress flounced, which she preseritéﬂ
to Lizzie ; the poor girl had never worn anything
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50,:gay, and she asked permission fo. take the
 flounces. off, but was only answered by & hearty
laugh at her scruples. She was now. conducted
to-an upper room and informed that she was to
.oceupy it for the night, and as it was near tea-
time, the lady told her she needed rest and ha.d
‘better retire early and she would send her supper
~ to the room.

“Jizzie remonstrated at thxs, assured the lady
she was quite able to go down, and did not wish
to give trouble; but the lady insisted on her
remaining there, After the supper-dishes were
removed; Lizzie felt lonely and soon retired, and
fell into a sound sleep, from, which she was awak-

,;ened by loud quarrelmg; there seemed to' be .

many voices of both men and women engaged in
_it. She thought it must be very late, for she
seemed to have been long asleep. The noise
grew louder; she could distinguish dreadful oaths
and curses and screams of women, and furniture
.and glass smashing and crashing unt11 her heart

stood still with terror. B
«Qhe arose and dressed as Well as she coﬂld but

she dared not leave the room, and indeed, on ex-
-amining the door, ghe found she could not, for it

-was locked -on the outside. .She tried the_

wmdows, they were fastened oo, she knew mnot
how, and were. ewdently far from the yard. = She
-wrung her hands in agony, but being too much
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frightened to weep, she tried to ‘pray, but"éould
only utter broken ejaculations. While a Sunday :
school pupil in Canada, she had committed J
passages of scripture .to memory, which she re-
peated now, hoping to find comfort from such as:
“When my father and my mother forsake me
then the Lord will take me up.’ ‘What time I, -
am afraid I will trust in thee.’ |

“She could form no idea of the cause of the
qua,rrel, and her heart fainted within. her, as
persons hurried by her door screaming - and.
swearing ; she expected every moment it wonld
be burst open. Presently she heard a loud
knocking as with clubs. at the stfeet—door, the
noise in the rooms was hushed _somewhaf, soon
the door was forced open, and from the tenor of
what she heard, she judged that police officers
were in the house; in a few minutes her own
door was opened by one of these officials, who,
dlsljegarding her protestations and _ent'réatiés; '
hurried her away with the other inmates to the

‘station-house, where they were confined ~until

morning, and were then all committed to the

 city-prison for disorderly conduct.

A few, days after,as I have told-you, the ladles
f‘ound her, and behevmg her innocent, Asucceeded ‘
in procuring her release. She was Placedr; for'a
!:};n‘e in the Home for the Friendless, but it "Wé.é

¥
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considered - better that she should go into a
private family, and I took her—informing none
but my husband of her previous history. -.She
rémained with me several months, and always
seemed childlike and innocent ; she was a pleas-
ant and safe attendant upon the children, who
loved her dearly. She taught them to' sing
several of the little hymns she had learned at
the “Home.” For aught that I could see,
she had wonderfully .escaped from the con-
taminating influences to which she had been
exposed. While she was with me she united
with the church, and her life was consistent with
hel"profés‘siﬁn.' o :
“Iwrote to her father, informing him of the

bad character of his relative and of the snare she

had laid for his child ; but withheld the facts
which occurred between Lizzie’s leaving her and
coming to me. - His reply was peculiar for its
expressions of gratitude and Christian trust; then
T felt that the father’s faith had been . shield
for the child T *

-« Miss Gillespie’sgljourpey to her brother led
her through the town in which Mr. Nugent lived.

Some excellent friends aided her to the money

for traveling expenses, and we -availed ourselves
of the opportunity to send Lizzie home to her
parents. I:heard nothing from her subsequently,
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except the report from Miss Gillespie, that she

“saw her safe at her father’s. So, Joe, I have |

given you a long story.”
“It has not been-tedious I assure you; if such

- fruit is gathered from ladies’ visits to the prison,
-T'hope they will not be like ‘angels’ visits, few

and far between.’”

B




CHAPTER XIL
,- THE BORROWED BABY.

& Oax a mother's tender care
Cense toward the child she baret

Yeos! she may forgetful be,
Yet will God remember thee.”

A visrror on one occasion found Mz:s. Foster,
the prison matron, engaged in warming some
milk. Supposing it was for a sick prisoner,
the lady inquired what use she was gowng FQ .

ke of it? - .
m?‘ f)l(i! Mys. ———,” the matron replied, “1

have a poor hungry little baby in the prison ;-
it was taken from a woman to-day who was beg-

ging in the street with it, but she had borx"ovi:d.
it] The poor little thing is almost starved! hn
officer took it away from the woman, and brought

her and the baby here: we have her in custody -

and have sent for the mother, but she has not
come yet. I wish she would come ! ””
%Then you know where she livest”
«Yes! Tt is not far from here; but come with
me and se¢ my baby;” so saying, she .lefi tl'le
W&j to a room where she had left the: child in

i

!
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care of .a prisoner. It was a pale, wan, feeble-
looking infant, about eight months old, as dirty
and miserably. clad as might be expected with a
mother who would part with it; even temporarily,
for such a purpose. . : o
After seeing it comfortably fed, the lady pro-
posed to Mrs. Foster for them to go out together,
to find its. mother, They repaired to the street
and number indicated in the directions given
‘them, and found one of those mammoth tenement-

- houses, which, since then, have multiplied in -all

parts of the city.  This was the first of the kind
they had seen. It was a building fifty feet front,
and one hundred feet deep, haying an archway to
the rear, and divided into apm{tmehts' for -about
one hundred and twenty families. SRE
They soon saw they had no small tagk. before
them to find a woman whose name they did not
know, among such a throng, ‘But they resolved _
to go. about it systematically, and .call at every'
room if necessary, before they would give up the -
search. It was surprising to find how many.of
the occupants of these rocms ‘recognised. .the
matron of thy. prison, A
“Mrs, Foster! Mrs. Foster!” was on.. almost
every tongue, as they. passed from door to door’;
and it was not strange they. knew her, for at

- Some time or other, the most of them had- been -

in her.care; and the. visitor found among - those
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who knew Mrs. F. so well, several Whoin she had
at different times relieved, 11ttle suspectmg ‘they

had ever been inmates of a prison. .
At last they found the person they were
seeklng, a miserable, bloated, depraved creature,

almost stupid with liquor, sitting inclined against .

the wall, and her feet raised upon a - chair.
In reply to their query, “Do you' "know where
_your baby is?’ she said, “Yes! it is in the
Tombs ; but I fell down stairs yesterday, and am
not able to go for it.”. This was thought to be
an excuse for disability produced by intoxication,
rather than from any injury she had received.
 While the ladies were talking with her,
another child, about two years old, came to her
side, and called her, “ Mother.” This child was
worse off than the baby, for it had not even a
- few dirty rags to hide its nakedness ; .although it
* was winter; the suffering little one was entirely
naked!" The lady remarked to .the mother, t_ha.t
che seemed to have more than she cquld : do to.
take care of her children; « Let me take this one

away and make it comfortable.” She hesitated

at first, but after a little pleading,sseemed dis-
posed to yield, when she was. restrained. by the

objections of persons in the room, especially an.
" ugly-looking man, who agsumed . authority . in:

the.matter. The woman said this man. was her
husband, but not the father of these chlldren
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The visitor turned away sadly, buit purposed
to come again soon, and try, when the mother -
might be alone, to get her permission to remove
the child. The matron and visitor bent their
steps prisonward again, thankful they had the
baby, and determmmg to do their best.to keep
it; for even in a prison, it would find better
fI'lBIldS than that‘.poor besotted mother.

The next day -cireumstances detained the
visitor, but she sent a messenger to the mother
again to beg permission to take away that suffer-
ing child/ The messenger found the little one
and her faother, who was lying on some. shavmgs,
evidently dying; and to make the scene more
appalling, she was entirely destitute of clothing,
save an old coat thrown over her!

‘Those  ‘whom she had -called friends had

 deserted her in the hour of mortal agony, except

the man who styled himself her: husband ; but o

‘they waited long enough to strip her. of the few

worthless garments she wore, doubtless to barter
them for rum. Yes! when she was helpless
from suffering, they stripped het—left hernaked ;

they could not wait until she was dead, for that
might bring them into reqmsztmn ‘before the -
coroner, or in some other way prove troublesome,

80 they gathered all they could, and. left her

alone with her baby, to die! o
that deadly draught! . What else possesses
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such certain power to obliterate the human in
man and substitute the brutet And yet young
men sip on, and young women invitingly tender
the poison, .and sometimes partake of it too,
Jnowing that its inevitable tendency is to deaden
all the finer sensibilities and affections and to de-
velop every unamiable and fiendish propensity.
The mother would gladly now have given up
her child to the messenger, but the man again,
with brutal language, prevented it. o
Prompt measures were taken to bring the case
~of this woman before the authorities, and procure
the immediate help she needed, but before an
official visitor could reach her, the coroner was
summoned. | ‘

Accustomed as that officer is to appalling
scenes, he was quite unprepared for this. To

find that little hapless child of two years old, the
sole attendant upon its dead mother, crying bit-

terly. with cold .and hunger—and that mother a

-vietim of intemperance and abuse!

Before entering upon the inquest, he took up
the little orphan and carried it over to the
prison, that being the nearest public -building.
There the visitor met it again, and had the hap-

-pi_ness, throngh the « Home for the Friendless,”
to transfer the litfle outeast to a kind family
where she was adopted, and is béing reared with
all the advantages which love and ample means
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can bestow. She has grown up loving an
beloved, an ornament to her sex. - s :

- This was when the Institution had just com-
Tnenced, and was located in a hired house; when
it ha‘.d neither nurses nor conveniences to };rovide
for infants; consequently the ‘baby had to b
transferrfad to the care of the city authorities i

N oW, it this mother, besotted as she was .ilad
;efused to give up her ‘children, the law v:rould.\
Liave -protected her in keeping them ‘notwith-
stanc.hng its doing 50 would bring the’m on the
public ere long for support or punishment, as

- paupers, thieves or vagabonds. The death of

the mother in this case, prepared the way for a
very different destiny for her children, from what .
apparently awaited them. S
tOA.S law since e(n.a.c’ted, greatly facilitates efforts
aye the children of wretched, degraded
parents—but it came oo lats for many, whom

. ('} * L
hristian hearts have yearned to rescue from

misery and ruinous influences. How many look
bagk with regret that it' did not cc’ame:Y sgo '
enough to cnable them to permanent] saon
some unfortunate ¢hild, for whom they lj;bor::; |
aild' llf)pedvebut its wicked parents arrested their
fhif;s,cg;lt;aated ,ﬂ}eilc.purposes, and came between
e to_i:;?n ];f)pe—-for th?s world and for that




 CHAPTER XIIL

AN UNNATURAL FATHER.

« Faune is in thy cheoks;
Need and oppression stareth in thine eyes;

" Upon thy back hangs ragged misery;

The world is not thy friend, nor the world"s law.”

A poor child voluntarily presented herself at

. «
on-door, and - asked permission to *come

e whom she

in.” She was taken to the matron, to

renewed her request. . i
« Please let me stay in here awhile, ma’am.? |
“ Why do you wish to stay Aere, my child ¢
ou no home?’ :
H?‘V 1;'(}): ma’am j my father. andgmother/ died with
ship-fever, and I haven’t anybody now belopg-
ing to me, but my aunt, and she beats me 50 1
won’t stay -with her. See, ma’am, how.she‘ cut
my - head with a stick,” and she |pon.1ted to
several cuts upon her face, ‘and put aside her

matted hair, and revealed some ugly wounds

upon her head, to look at which made one gi\ck

at heart. , | 3
A lady came to the prison soon after, to whom

the matron brought this abused child, and
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songht her advice as to the proper disposition of -
her. ’ & |

“Never,” said the visitor, * did I look upon so
haggard, imbruted, and perfectly-wretched a
Tface.” Degradation, vice and cruelty had done
their work ; the unhealed wounds, and her tat-
tered, filthy garments, added to the fearful
repulsiveness of her appearance. Beside these -
recent wounds, her face, neck and arms were
covered with bruises and scars, the effects of
former cruelty, and Aunger had also left its gaunt
impression on her sad countenance. Want and
wo were never more strongly depicted in any
human being! | LT

Our questions elicited very little information
from her, concerning her history or relatives.
She seemed to be stupified by the treatment she
had received ; and this almost destroyed hope of
doing anything that would permanently benefit -
her. We concluded, however, that it was best.
t) take her to the Commissioner of the Alms
House, and have her case investigated. Iis
office was in the Park, and thither we went. We
were not long in obtaining a hearing, for the
appearance of the child ‘appealed to every heart
possessed of our common humanity.

After listening to her statement, the Commis-
sioner sent an officer with the child, to the home
of her aunt, to see how far her stoify would be;
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corroborated but he was charged on no
account to leave Ellen;” “he must bring her

| back with him.”
He soon returned and. stated that the woman

kept o low dance-house for children; so that,
irrespective of their cruelty to the child, it was a

very unsuitable place for hery and she ought not
to be returned, although the woman, who was
intoxicated,claimed to be Ellen’s mother, instead
of her aunt. Another person beside Ellen

returned with the oﬁlcer This was & man who

represented himself as her father, and indeed her
features bore testimony . to the legality of his
claim. But he was more Jbrute than man. He
not -only confessed that he had inflicted the
blows which had wounded and scarred Ellen,
but he exulted init. He had “a right to do as
he pleased,” he said, “ with his own; he would
kick and euﬂ' her if he liked, and he wanted to
see the man that would stop him.”

He proceeded thus, cursing and threatemncr
in the most brutal manner, and the poor. child,
“meantime, was cowering before him with fear.
He seemed eager to vent his hate upon her, even

there, in the presence of the magistl ates.

Dreading to give up Edlen to the cruelties of

such a parent, the lady thought of an expedient
to postpone her return to him, even if she failed
to prevent it finally. She gaid to the Commis-
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gioner, “This man claims to be father to this
child : she says, her father is dead ; his conduct
certainly denies his claim, and I shall take her-
before a police magistrate, where he must sub-
stantiate his statements, if he can.” So- back
they went to the ¢ Halls of Justice,” in Centre
street, Ellen in charge of an officer, and the lady
who had espoused her ‘cause, with her, The
brutal father followed closo after them, he made

~ a similar exhibition of his fiendish passion before

the magistrate, and consequently the child was
taken into custody, and commltted for farther
examination.

The unnatural father shortly returned with the'

necessary proof; those who had taken an’ interest

in Ellen were then absent, and the magistrate

- without regard to the child’s welfare, resigned

her to the father. The magistrate took this .
requnmblhty, although he had seen the brutali-
ty of the man, and knew the vile character of .
the home (?) to which she would return.

As was anticipated by Ellen’s frierids, her _

father
was increasingly cruel to her, on account

of the trouble she had given him. In a short

-time she tan away again, and went to a kind.

lady who procured a place for her in the coun-

~ try, with 4 family who - would instruct - a;nd

encourage her as she needed.

At the last accounts she was much 1mp10véd
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and was progressing as fast perhaps, as could be

expected. The family lamented their inability

' to accomplish more for her, but the treatment of
her early years had so dwarfed and injured her
intellect, that its development bore but little
proportion to the effort expended on her.

The indifference of magistrates to the interests,
of children, as scen in this, and many kindred
cases, often thwarted ;peréons' in their efforts to

~ save them frém ill treatment and. evil influences,
and induced the ladies of the A. ¥'. Guardian
Society to most earnestly petition our state legis-
latare, to enact a law allowing the removal of
children from such parents. As the result of

" this effort,a law is mow on our statute books
depriving drunken, yicious parents of the control
of their children, when it is evident they would
only rear them to beggary and crime.

These petitions led to an examination into the

'peculiarly—tvretc}ied state of this class of children,

and ultimately—in connection with kindred ef-
- forts—to _thef establishment of the J uv_enile
Asylum, and other institutions for their benefit.
A general interest was awakened by the facts
elicited during ~these investigations, and the

offects are seen - in . Industrial Schools and

«Homes for the Friendless,” established all over
the State. '

CHAPTER XIV.

A REMINISCENCE.

: “ Apversiry | sage, uscful guest,
Severe instructor, but the best;
It is from thee alone we know -
Justly to value things below.”

. Azour -.t\iveilty years ago, a lémdy was circulat-
m;ig,' g petition to the legislature of éur state, for
a avs;l to punish licentiousness; a crime which
was then scarcely recogniz  sta

ed .on
s ¢ ° g the statute

A few doors from her own house she presented

it to an intelligent English weaver, who readily

sxgl?gd it, and after a little conversation on the
gubJe(.:t involved in the petition, and on others
referrmg more particularly to his personal and
eternal interests, he looked up from his shuttle
and said, % I wish, ma’am, you would call in and
see my wife, in the room above; she is a very
good woman, if it is me. that says it, who knbw:é
her’. best. . She will appreciate what- you-sé;y

ma‘am, . more than. I can, for T am 'a\pom:
Wanf;ierer‘ from the good way.” - This téstimoﬁ :
from the husband interested the {risitk)r,‘and sh);
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resolved to make a special effort to becor;le
acquainted with his wife; so spe kn,.cked at t lie
door and was admitted by a little girl. IIT e
centre of the room sat a tall, and very dehcatle-
looking woman, with an infant of a few .iriee s
old upon her knee, and the 1I'est _(.)f I}er chi i'en_,
“two girls and a boy, were playmg about le;"
The children, and. indeed ~ everything aroun )
"bore the impress of frugal pmterty 3 tlfe .p001f
woman herself, secemed a confirmed vietim o

consumption, and it might well be a qufastion ._
how any of the family could enjoy 11.ea1’fh, in thg
narrow limits they ocenpied. The principal rooms

was about ten feet square, and contained a bed,
and stove; and a loft overhead, reached. by ai
ladder, was the eleeping place fqr the chlldre?.
A damp, dark basement, was the weaver's

h ) § : I s N “ ;
S ('_)[‘1;16 lady apologized for the intrusion, by

alluding to the husband’s commendation, and an .
' i ' ‘Simmons
interesting conversation ensued. Mrs. Simmons

" geemed glad to meet one interested in her

welfare, in this land of strangers, and she opened:

her heart without reserve, concerning he;:
religious experience, and past history. She an

her husband had been members of the Methodist |

church, in England, but she had failed to comf"ect
herself with any church here, and through sick-

ness, and the sole carc of her family, added ‘to'_‘r
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the natural reserve of a stranger, she had but .
seldom found her way to the house of God,
during the five years she had lived here. Her
husband, yielding to the disheartening effect of
disappointments in business, had become addicted

 to intemperance, which greatly aggravated hLer

trouble. o
It was delightfully evident, that ainid all these
changes and sorrows, her faith had not forsaken

- its hold on Jesus; that she still retained the

witness of acceptance, and had that peace which
the world can neither give nor take away.
‘There was “ a class” held in a private house in
the neighborhood, to which the lady belonged,
and she encouraged Mrs. Simmons to unite ‘With
it at once, and thus avail herself of the fellowship
and sympathy of Christians. She consented, and
did join at the next meéting, and continued a
very worthy member until her death, ab\o'_ut
twelve years afterward. From this time the
character anid life of this dear woman became a
profitable study to her friend. Unwavering
faith in Glod, resignation to His will, and patient

~ continuance in well doing, were ever apparent,

Though in such humble condition, her life was
“a living epistle, known and read” of many, her

light shone clearly and steadily , tothe glory of

God. She placed unreserved confidence in her

new friend, and made her. the only earthly -

7
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recipient of her griefs. Often, when troubles

gathered thick about her, she came to her, and
sought sympathy and counsel. Her husband
went from bad to worse, until he became only an
incumbrance to her—indeed she suffered much
from his abuse and neglect. |
The period of her last confinement was one of
peculiar trial. Her health was then so pd01°, it
seemed impossible she could survive the event.

Her friend engaged her own physician to attend

her, and intended to see personally to ber wants,
ous, and con-

but was herself taken ill just previ
" sequently did not know, for several days, of Mrs.
Simmons’ circumstances. She learned from her-
self; afterward, that her husband left the house
directly after the babe was born, and she saw
nothing of him for several days. There she lay,

two days and nights, without any assistance, €x-
cept what she could occasionally

get from a child,

~ until she fe
for want of nourishment and attention. She had,
for the sake of a low rent, moved into a mneigh-
borhood of Irish Catholics, and their antipathy to
her as a Protestant, prevented her making ac-
quaintances, or calling on them in this time of
need, and she was asham
" band’s conduct to the physician j so she suffered
in silence. A providential visit from an old

neighbor probably saved her life.

ared that she and the baby must die

ed to expose her hus-
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* That summer, her hrist
: s her husband wove several vi
: eral.
| ;f dorll;lgstlc check, and poor Mrs, SimmonsP:: e:
bm];n ouse to house and store to store, with -H:alz-
O;,l y (;n one arm, and a piece of check on the
Sheetr,.lrglzllg to sell it by small quantities Thus
oiled through the long: :
b g, hot days of August,
i{]‘ll:z mfz:intI tfx‘ras soon attacked with cholera iffl';?l.
, and left this world of sor ‘ —
o, and orrow. After thig
;::);? as she was, she went out to day’s WOl‘k’ |
” ing, cleaning, &e., to support her famil ,
o ;lvs;s wonderful that she could go throu);;
im{; Hle;fg labor, but the necessity of the cagse
npelled ‘her to extraordinar i
pe ' y exertion. It w
foa,ltllllfuuy evident that her strength was une u:i’
oo ; ;ask 5 but murmar or complaint was -ﬁgver
e WMrsomkher fllps; oncé, when her toilsome
poken of, she replied in her quie
; r quiet, and
f:;:uhar manner 3 “The poet says, ‘Lab,or is -
e ; }alnd pain s sweet.” This sounds well
; («):);agt' for poetry but 1 find labor s labor.”
lons were frequently mad vom th
; ; ¢ her {
“.S_omety’s wardrobe,” which were of g:;);tl sthe‘
v er fami e
) g;autobhel family, though they were always |
, because she wasg seru
| she pulous to recei
ong what Wag indispensable for present need "
er children grew up kind, obedient, and

consi i
iderate of her circumstances. From the

) : |
t;:: t!;hey conld do{anythin_g,_ she taught them.
at they must help her and help cach other

.
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As soon as they could go out to earn anything,
they went, and their wages were all brought to
mother. While yet children, they voluntarily
aid their board, and this assisted her to keep
The writer called on her one
A clean cloth was
and several plates of
o cool, waiting for

them all with her.

day, aboutf dinner-time.

spread ~upon the table,

© mush were set around t
the hungry children to come to dinner. This,
with molasses, was all the mother could provide,

" and they were content, while paying what would
have procured them superior fare, elsewhere.
Although these children had been daily witnesses
of their father’s bad example—and their mother’s

cares and labors had made it necessary to leave

them much to themselves—
chield to protect them from ph
harm. One instance O
worthy of notice here. As she was washing 2
stong linen coat belonging to her son; she
found the whole fabric singularly strained and
rent at the side pocket; an
the cause, he gave her evasive answers about it;
go she asked a fellow-apprentice if he could

~ explain the matter, and learned that her son had

been at work upon a very high, steep roof, he
ves, and

lost his footing and rolled to the ea
would have been precipitated to the pavement,

hut that this. pocket caug

her faith scemed & -
ysical and moral
f providential care is .

d when she inquired .

ht in a .remarka.b_le “
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E:mza ulfoxz ai projecting point 6f the scaffold-
g, ept him hanging, the weigh 1
body. sustained by his ‘, oy oot abons
v his coat, seventy fi
the ground, till } : e
, elp could reach hi i
what a full heart she rel s e N
what @ ol e 1elat¢_d this *anderful
Eanrs. §1mmons’ friend wrdte_ to her relations in
. Ifg'.a'n , WITO were in comfortable circumstances
;0 Ecﬁ:m% aid for her, but ﬂiey answered as’
c: n;):e,l If she would leave her husband, and
1ome to them with her chi q
A . ¢hildren, th
WOU:_Id helP her, but not otherwise.” Th,is WZZ
:;n Impossible condition—she clung to her hus
and, bad as he was, with great constancy, He

. was i '
several times arrested for intefripei'ance'
= b

andd con}mi.tted to the city prison, and sh |
(?ften paid the fine, and released ]’1im V;h: S
;;:;r;traited with, fo.r this unjustifiable outlayt olil'
my 1111;}')!:3(%52‘, ?1118' Za.ad, “I have great fear that
! ie away from me; he can-
rdl;):i::;a:tdblt lo.ng a8 he is, and it is ;ny g:Z:t
e 0 be Wlﬂl h1m in the closing scenes of
life, to minister to his body, and to gather h
if I may, for his future safety.” - e
Mlgegzzl IE)la,ssetlil, br.ingi;lg little improvement to
- h o ons, but' important and trying changes
er friend, during which, opportunities were

| ,1r.nproved by the former, for reciprocity of kind-
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ness: finally the family removed to”a distant
section of the country; at their parting interview,
poof Mis. S. shook her head mournfully, as the
wish was expressed,‘ that she might “gsee more
comfort in future.” ¢ Ah!” said she, “I have
little prospect of comfort in this life, but, by the
grace of God, Ill meet you in the better land;
there will be no more sorrow, and no more part-
ing. A few short months, and the intelligence
came that Mrs. Simmons was numbered among
the vietims of cholera. For her to die was gain.
For a long time subsequent, no clue to.the where-
abouts or circumstances of her family could be
obtained. After years of absence, the friend
returned again to this city; some months since,
she was riding in a Sixth-avenue car, when a
finelooking and genteelly-dressed lady entered,
and took a seat beside her, whose countenance
wore a somewhat familiar expression. After
studying the expression awhile, feeling. that it
could be no other, she said, ¢ Pardon-the liberty
I take, madam, but was not your mother’s name
Simmons?”.  “It was, and this must be Mrs.
2 Many questions were now asked and
answered, concerning the family ; all the children

were married and:doing well ; and this daughter

‘had experienced religion, and united with the
church to which her mother belonged.  Her
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father left them shortly after the mother’s decease,
~and went to reside in another city, and they sel-

- dom saw or heald from -him.

This recognition was most gratifying, leading
as it did, to such satisfactory information con-
cerning -a family who had been for years the
object of much solicitude ; it brought comfort to
‘the writer’s heart to see the mother’s prayers
answered, long after she herself had gone to rest;
and it may comfort other mothers also, for
althongh this is an extreme case, where the chil-
dren were reared with every unfavorable influence
surrounding them, except the mother’s example
and prayers; yet these were effectual; and
though she has not lived to witness and re-
joice in the result, it may highten her joy in
the heavenly world. | [

* % Yesterday I stepped into my hushand’s
office; he pointed out a person standing thére,'
and asked, “ Do you know that man ¢”

“I do not remember him.”

“That is Mr. Simmons.”

He was so much 1mproved that scarce any one
would have recognised him, or suspected his
former habits. I had only time for a brief inter-
view, but it led me to hope that the wife’s faith

,ha_d reached the husband also, and that he was
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-en‘tirel.y' reformed. On referring to his exc?llent
‘wife, he spoke of her with much feeling; said he;
« She died as she lived—her last words were,

— ) »n
“ James, I hope you will come !

« Blessed ‘are the dead who die in the Lord, -

from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labors; and their works do
follow them.” : | |

'CHAPTER XV.

THE WEEPING PRISONER.

40 Trov who dry’st the mourner’s tear,
How dark this world would be,

1f, when deceived and wounded here,
We could not fly to Thee!”

A!FRIEND of the wretched, when visiting among
prisoners, was attracted to a cell by the voice of

weeping and lamentation. She found a poor
girl iwho was giving vent to immoderate grief.

. Sheinterrogated her as to.the cause.of her trouble,

and was told she had “been sentenced to: two
years in the State Prison, but that she was inno-
cent of the charge laid to her.”

- The plea of innocence is very common among
the prisoners, therefore Mrs. H. could not attach
much importance to it; and the sentence having
been already passed, there seemed to be no
redress. But her sympathies were strongly
enlisted and she strove to comfort the unfor--
tunate one, by informing her there was a good
woman among the care-takers at Sing Sing, who

would be kind to her, and if she behaved well,:
- she would be sure to find friends; and if what-
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- she said was true, and she was convicted wrong-
fully, ghe must look to God to defend h‘?‘; (.:(;ms;
and make her innoecence to appear. WO i (i\t
Kkindness failed to soothe, and when the lady le
she was literally bathed in tearsS. . The next morp- ,
i nveyed to Sing SIng..
1n%;s?:wwificf§tlls yafterward, Mrs. H., was one

day summoned to the parlor, to see a gentleman.

On entering, she found an inspector of the State

itg;m;;ad left weeping excessively, six m(;).lzjﬁhs
before; and she found her in the same condi I;II
now. From the report which slhe rec(?w.ed, she
concluded there had been few intermussions 1;0
her mourning. since she -parteﬂ' from her. - ‘Tl;.e
poor girl seemed indeed. to be bro;ken—hemi;e :
It was fortunate for Kate that she l}ad found &
friend at Sing Sing, to. whom she nln'ght* unblﬁf
den her sorrow—a kind, good womai who would
Yisten to her tale of woe. The 1pspector-commu-
nicated to the lady, Kate’s account ..Of h.erg-elf,as
she had given it at the prison; and said 11:‘Was
<0 far corrohorated by circumstances, and thftt
as her general  deportment had been very .satm:-c
' factory, and as he had learned from tl:xe ass1sta111d
matron, that the ladies~of the .Soclety wou
assume- the care of Kate; provided s.he were
released from the Prison, he had obtm}:ler%l her
pardon from the Governor, and now wished to

and with him was poor Kate, whom the
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leave her in their care. Poor .Kal‘te! It was
evident she stood in peculiar need of judicious
female friends.. -

The purport of her story was as follows: she
was living in a family, whose son, by the grossest
deception and promises of marriage, led her into
a great wrong. His parents discovered it by
overhearing some conversation between them,
and to shield their son from disgrace, they de-
vised a plan to lave Kate arrested for stealing.
They concealed a purse of money in her room
and made a complaint a.gainst her. A search

-was _instituted, and the money found hidden
under her bed. She was arrested, and conﬁnékd
in the City Prison to await her trial.

The young man came several times to see her,
and persuaded her not to' betray him, promising

 that she should be cleared, and need give herself

no uneasiness, for he would see that it was done,
Poor Kate believed him and consented to do as
he desired ; and she faithfully kept her word,
though she was to find herself again deceived by -
him, | "

The time came for her trial; she had provided
no counsel, nor did she attempt any defence. A
gentleman who was present, afterwards informed
Mrs. H., that Kate sat throughout the ‘trial, with
her face buried in her hands, sobbing convul-
sively—the very embodiment of woe! Words
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ghe had none, but tears she offered abunc}antly,
to expiate her offense or awaken pity for her
hard lot. . ' o

The parents of the young man testified posi-

tively, that Kate had stolen .the purse, .ang
_through their testimony; a Vel"dlct was 'obtaél.ne
* against her, and she was sentenced 'to Sing-Sing.
At the next meeting of the Society, her case
was made known to the ladies, and after consid-
eration, it was decided to take measures to make

the guilty young man sustain the expenses of her

sickness, and provide for the child. .
Kate was accordingly taken before & magis.
trate, and swore to his guilt and‘- de.sert-lon,_ budt

~ his parents again foiled her, by bringing forw.al
women of low character who swore falsely against

her. o S e
The poor girl had suffered so much from their

continued attempts to ruin her, that this last act '

secmed more cruel than the rest—but tears were
her 6n1j testimony against their atrocious con-
‘duet, and they continued to flow’ many weeks

_after.

expense of her board until returning health
enabled her to go to a situation in the country
with her child. | -

Her uniform good eonduct and untiring indus-

try, the avails of which she applied to the

But the Society stood by her, and was at the .
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éupPort of her chﬂd, confirmed her friends in the

‘belief that she had been wrongfully accused and
imprisoned, to hide another’s fault.

About five years after her release, Kate mar- -

ried a respectable mechanic. Time passed on:
she was keeping house comfortably, and had her

little one at home with her; and up to her death, -

which occurred a few years since, she continued
to acknowledge with gratitude the kind atten-
tions she had received. Thi‘ough the instrumen-
tality of the ladies, she was led to the Saviour,
and after a consistent religious life, died in peacé.

At one time while spending a few weeks in
the family of one of the managers, she wrote to
‘her parents, giving them an account of her dis-
grace and trouble, because, as she. said, she
preferred they should hear it from her, rather
than from a third party., Her confession of the
sin, into which she had been led, and her petition
for forgiveness were affecting. After dbing this
her mind felt relieved; but still more so on

- receiving an affectionate letter from her father,
- telling her that he forgave her, and expressing

his fervent gratitude to the kind ladies who had
befriended her in her hour of deepest need.

~ Sorrowful indeed might have been poor
Kate’s fate, if she had not found & kind
motherly heart in the prison, to whom she
might reveal her case. Providentially she found,

Wt
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where she least expected it, just what she needed

- —friends to pity and help her, If she had no,
she would probably have died of a broken heart,
before her term of imprisonmént had expired ; or
if she had lived to see its termination she would
have come out a wrecked, disconsolate being, to
drag out a few more weeks or months of suﬁer-
 ing, and die the victim of despair.

CHAPTER XVI.
TIE MOTHER'S CHOICE.

# Taxrg the bright ahell
From its. home on the ]éa,
And wherever it goes
Tt will sing of thesea ;

So take the fond heart ‘
From its home sind its hearth,
'Twill sing of the loved
To the ends of the earth.”

Ox a dark November. evening, a géiitlbman
was hurrying through Chatham Street, to meet
an engagement, when he was arrested in his pro-

gress by a hand extended to him, and a soft,

plaintive voice asking, in. a hesitating manner,
“Will you please, sir, gwe me money for a

‘night’s lodging #”

Mr. Minor had been so. oftéen. deceived by
street-beggars, that it had. become a rule with
him not to bestow his means, where he .had not
the opportunity to investigate the circumstances
of the case, and therefore, he was about to reply

in the negative, as usual, when a gleam of light,

from a store window, fell upon. the hand, and

s
!
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showed it to be one of peculiar delicacy, which,
with the softness of the voice, led him to observe
the applicant more closely; and he came to the

conclusion, that whatever had brought her to

her present condition, she was a novice in this
mode of life. . -
" As he passed, the woman remarked, “We
have but lately come into the country, and we -
_ cannot get employment.” :
«“ You speak of others beside yourself—what
friends have you here with you?’ inquired Mr.

" Minor. \
« My brother, sir; he and I came together fo

New York.” | .

The gentleman took & card from his ‘pocket
and writing upon it his business. address, he
handed - it to" her, with some money, telling
her to call upon him the next day, with:her bro-

ther. . | : N
The morrow came, and his new acquaintanc

kept her engagement—she and her brother

presenting themselves at his store. When Mr.
Minor returned fo his boarding-house the previ-
ons evening, he related to his young sister, his
interview with the stranger, and the lady became

much interested ; for though unused herself. to
life’s painful experiences, her heart was readily

touched - with pity for the unfortux{ate_._ She
enjoined it upon him, if the woman called at the
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store, to send or bring her to the house, that she
might see her and assist him to relieve her. |

His place of business was quite near his rosi-
dence, and it was, withal, about the dinner-hour
when the strangers came, so he thought he could |
not do better, than to take them directly'home
and make their situation known to various memj
- bers of the family. -

When they entered the house, th'ey met a
gentleman who evidently 1'ecogi1ised, in i:he
young woman, a person with whom he had been
familiar in his own foreign homé, many years
ugo. A few minutes occupied in inquiries and
egplanatiOn, sufficed to .confirm her identity ;
but, oh! how greatly changed ! They were botbf
Tlatives of the same city, and had lived neighbofs '
in childhood. Then she was the pet of indulgent
parents, and had servants to attend‘upon ﬁer ;
he had often seen her, as he passed her father’s:
doo‘r, playing with her ‘brother and sister, in
their beautiful garden, in charge of a .nu,rse
tossing her exuberant ringlets about, in th;
buoyaney of the romp, and making the welkin

‘ring with her merry laugh.

| Al{! _her heart was a stranger to anticipations
of evil then, and sorrow and fear had not dark-
ened her young life. | ‘ |

Matilda’s father was a celebrated professor of

Inu » * . »
- muste, extensively kuown and respected in the
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conimunity; he lived in elegant style, a:tnd, with
his wife and daughters, was always a welcome

guest in the first families of the city. . S

He had devoted special attention to his daugh-
‘ters’ musical education. And their proficiency
in his favorite science, was a source of great
gratifieation to him; but he had fallen into-a
~ eommon error in thelr general education, that of
giving chief attention to the acquisition and cul-
tivation of accomplishments, while the - solid
branches, which would - have assisted in the
development and formation of character, and
contributed to strengthen the mind, were either
overlooked or very supelﬁclally learned.

To Mr. Heyne, her eaﬁy acquaintance; Matilda
felt free to communicate many particulars in the
chain -of events, that had brought about her

altered fortune, which, in her timidity, she would

probably have concealed from strangers. She
informed him, that when she was about ﬁfteen
years of age, her elder sister married, and, to the
great grief of her parents, who were Romanists,
the gentleman she married was 2 Protestant.
Although they could offer no other obJectlon,
they would gladly have prevented the manlage,
put - their daughter’s affections had been 8o
deeply engaged, before they knew it, that a
regard for her happiness, constrained them to
gwe a reluctant consent to the union.

>
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After this sister’s settlement in her own house,

~ Matilda spent considerable- time with her, and

while visiting there, became acquainted with,
and much interested in a gentleman who was -
intimate in the family. A mutual attachment

was formed, which would- bave resulted in mar- -

riage, and there was no reason to doubt it would
have been a happy one; for they were of ' con-
genial dispositions, and he was known to be a
person of sterling worth, ‘with good business
prospects. But Matilda’s parents had one objec-
tion, which could not be overr uled; and that
was to his religious faith—he was a Protestant ;
neither persuasion nor argument could alter theu
deCISIOll

“ We have sacrificed one daughtel,” they said,

' “from misguided love to her, but we never will

another.” ¢ No, Matilda,” said her mother, «I
would rather have you become a beggar in the
street, than see you married to a Protestant.”

And she had her choice! The idol of her =
home—that gay, beautiful, admired daughter,
did, in consequence of that decision, become &
beggar in the street.

The infatuated parents resolutely set them-
selves to break off the acquaintance between
Matilda and her lover; and to accomplish it,

they sought the co-operation of the bishop.

Matilda was employed as a singer in the choir -
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of the cathedral ; she had been favored by nature
with a voice of great strength and beaunty, which
, had been highly cultivated by her father.
. Her parents explained to the bishop, the dan-
ger to which their child was exposed, of straying
from the bosom of the c¢hureh, and they requested
him officially to direct her removal to the choir
of a church in another ecity. This he did, and
the poor girl had no alternative but to yield her
ﬁvill to the united authority of her parents and
the “holy father.” Soon after, through the same
. combined management, she was coerced- into a
marriage with a man altogether unsuitable to her,
in age, cultivation and circumstances, and they
~ were sent off to America. ' N
She had been in this country -three or four
months longer than she led Mr. Minor to suppose
_in their first interview, and she had misinformed
him in another respect also, for the man who was
with her, who had chosen to remain in another
room, was not her brother, but her husband.
He was & mechanic, a carriage-maker by trade ;
and he had been a great deal of the time unem-
ployed, so that he had failed to provide her with

even the necessaries of life. And what was still -
worse, he had formed intemperate habits, and at -

times was abusive and cruel in his conduct.

Unfofttmately she was almost entirely unac:
quainted with the use of the needle, and indeed.
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with domestic avocations generally. So mucﬁ of
her tirpe, “Z*hen young, was required for the prac-
tice of musie, that other matters were neceSSQrﬂy
neglected. - There wasg nothing now to which she
could turn to earn a support but musie, and she
had depended upon "her husband’s procuring
employment, until she had worn out or pawneE

~all her decent apparel, and she could not appear

sufficiently ‘respectable to solicit pupils, or to -

 seek a situation to sing in a choir.

“As neither herself nor her hl%sba{nd possessed
-much principle or native energy, which could '
sustain them in adversity, they had sunk rapidly
to the lowest state-of poverty,-and had been, for
some time past, lodging by the night, in one of
those deep, damp basements, in Roosevelt street
which being provided with a bar, and feﬂwi
apologies for beds, are called “lodging houses.”
To meet this expense, and procure a scanty
morsel to sustain life, she had, as a last resource,
gone into the street in the evening, and begged, |
money of gentlemen who passed, while her hus-
band stationed himself at a little distance to =
protect hLer if she should be insulted, and proba-
bly to keep a watch upon her movements too
for he was disposed to jealousy. ‘ ,

' Matilda’s story deeply interested her friends
for several ladies and gentlemen, had gathere'd:
about her, but no one seemed so much moved
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by her narrative &s Mrys. Taylor, Mr. Minor’s
tender-hearted, generous sister. She saw that
clothing of every kind was necessary to make the

* woman comfortable, and she set off through the

house, representing her case to such of the ladies

| sj,hadanot heard her tale of sorrow, and soliciting

from each one garments for the immediate use of
the unfortunate stranger. She found ready con-
tributors, and Matilda was 8001 arrayed in a full
suit of becoming apparel, which so changed. her

earance, that Mr. Heyne’s report of her for-

app
mer beauty was more easily credited.
n whether her present

With a view to ascertai
proficiency in ‘usic, might be made ‘available
for her support, she was condueted to the piano,
and requested to sing, while Mr. Heyne accom-
panied her wpon the instrument. She chose the
following appropriate stanzas, which she sung in
artistic style and in a clear, swee? voice. '

‘Farewell, T go to the for-off land, -
But though bright that land may be,
There is not a home inthe wide, wide world,
That can win my heart from thee,
1n the courtly throng of the stranger’s hall,

_ | shall think of the happy band, ‘
And the many joys 1 have shared with them

In the bomes of my fat.her-land."r

T shall count the days, till the hour returns

That shell bring me baok to thee;

To the homeo I love, and the kindly hearts

That have made it dear to me.
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01 what joy will burst on my raptured sight
. When I see the waving hand, '

And hear the song I have loved so well, |

In the homes of my * futher-land.” ’

Matilda’s husband, even there in ﬂie presenc
of strangers, betrayed his rndeness and bz:n-bzsu"t(:3 .
towards his wife, for he was evidently displea 1 g
by jshe attentions shown her, and utterl ‘l;ef Sed
t(_.; listen to the solicitations of those v;rhg we o
kindly interested for her, to let her remain re'sl(l)
thenc}, until they could procure employient Wltd
a smtajble home ; and when his wife joinezl in
entreaties to theirs, to be suﬁ'ered to stay, }‘:1'
gecame ;_j;re.atly inq(?nsed, and even'violent ii, hi:
hjumsonsgatlons of displeasure. The lady of the
Mati?da. nally bade him leave, and detained
But he was not to be driven from his purpo:
so he procured the interference of a polIi,ceI:’P og,
gf‘:’,& a;ldhunder the cover of his authority, he
o gL er awax again to the wretched, filthy
tlélnts which bad so lately sheltered her.
e ;gsih who woulld fain have befriend her,
e U at they s.hould see her no morg} and
e, f)pportquty to aid her, as they had
ped, to recover in some degree the respectabil-

ity she had lost.

X I:h about a .Week she returned, acéom,panied
Styt ¢ woman in whose house she lodged, and
tated that her husband, in a fit of anger i'n(’luced :

Ry,




. 168 THE MOTHER'S CHOICE.

had attempted her life, and when

by intoxication,
this woman intexfered to rescue her, he made 3
with a large knife;

similar attempt upon her,
that they were forced to complain of him to the
police, in order to protect themselves, and he
was now in the Tombs, and they ‘would be
required to appear against him at his trial.

She manifested great fear, that his fair prom-
jses would induce the judge to discharge him,

and then she would be obliged to follow him

done, into the miserable places
ed. He was, however, con-
victed, and sentenced to the Penitentiary for six
months ; this gave her friends new hope that
they might place her permanently out of his
way, and in a position to sugtain herself. .

'Qhe was taken into an excellent family, and

employed a few hours
the children, and opportunity was given her  to
regain her proficiency in music, which she had
lost considerably during her wanderings.

There had been frequent misgivings among
Matilda’s friends, that, in her unsettled life and
on ‘with degraded persons, she - had

~ again, as she had
they had frequent

associati
formed habits which would unfit h

respectable 80
were somewhat confirmed. A'Db
gave her some money to be appropri
chases which slie needed, but a par

encvolent lady

t of it she

in the day in teaching |

er to return to
ciety. About this time, these fears -

ated to -pur-"
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-~ gpent f(?r liquor, and to the surprise and gri
the fa:11111y, she was found intoxicated ! Bgl;:lef .
severing efforts to save her were sfill. c'onE o,
which Iaf'terw'ard resulted more ~satiéfhetoﬁl;n];i%
gave hope of complete s i
, for her, judicial clepmencyuiZ?Zi‘sédUE:ir]zunﬁtely |
| W]u?n but half his term of imprisonmellllf znd
faxpn"ed, and ,' he came promptly to her friends E:;d
i:fgz:i: f(;r. hls wife. Failing to procure ény sati) |
M;d ue ;1 f;:ln;q lthem, %1@ watched the house night
tho expeint of viiting the chutohe. senth
supposing she was likel?r ttcl)eb(;hI;ZChes, drighﬂyl
where, as a singer. s somer
. igtqi;fro:ecuting his search fér six ’month_s he |
' ter nd then pursued her with inces, "
Importunities to live with him again. She Sl?:d
_ z::l»zlv Vsli;;aimeans of self-support, and friends ready
aw dng to protect her; but through irresolu-
nd weakness of character, she at length

. . 1 . [] 3 .

| gﬁ: iit v1;0 hthese Importunities, notwithstanding

| W how utterly wretched her life 1
henceforth be, through this deecision. ‘1 o

Thi .
manizszzza];ne;; a,nd..msta,’bility of - purpose had
o i Is;a prev;ously on various occasions;'
" gT h_e 1;3 ose com;e;rped for her much soHcij
" h.er degr esl;eved 1t to be in part attributable
ey e eet}ve ‘gducation and * training, for
‘pendence on heiself, and earnest, lab ’
| | 5 ’ orous.

»
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efforts for her own or others’ good had formed no
part of her home discipline, and her disappointed

affections had probably contributed to increase
cion of

theso defects of character; for the coer
her parents, by which the Jove of her young
heart was crushed, and all the hopes of life
blighted, had left her @ wreck, aimless, hopeless
and inefficient. |
Her mistaken parents blindly supposed they
were doing all this for their child’s highest good, .
but it was evident it had produced a widely dif-
ferent effect. . There were no indications that any
appreciation of religion ha
governed her principles. From the faith of her’
fathers, for which she had been made q» suffer 80

much, she was entirely alienated.

After Matilda again united her fate with her -

husband’s, she lived several months with him,

during which she ‘experienced a renewal of

fomer troubles. 'Then, as her friends had feared,

if she was forced into these repugnant. eircum-

stances, she left him, and accepted the protection
of another; and in the obscurity which she
subsequently sought, they entirely tost sight of

her. .
These parents accounted the elder daughter

“gacrificed,” but how much more truly was
Matilda a vietim' to their bigoted choice!’ Poor

- child! From luxury and forrdest indulgence, she

d entered her heart or
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;:addpz?sed thro}lgh all this experience of sorrow
ardship and sin—and she was not yet twent}:

| Jgaa,?s of age! Her mother was far away, and, in
- the absence of all intelligence from her d;mght"er |
Ly

::etprobably ;upposed she was dead ; but Protes
nts, meanwhile, whom the moth ‘
» mear : er would h

despised, were exerting themselves to be!f'rieali(i3

and save the child, whom she had cast off to
. (ﬁs 0

.perlgh. Her name may be no more gnentioned
in the home of her childhood, and those nl?
sought to befriend her here, in their disa it
ment, only " whisper it occasionally «.I;ﬁ):)gg

-themse}fgs, so that her history is likely to be
:ﬁeml;ezed s;)on .afnong the unwri_tten records of
i n})ti é (;111) 13: -a.xs‘ it may l.Je temporarily resened -
| , vion to which it is hastening, by

this attempt to use her example as a warning to
parents and children to avoid the errors Wfich
were so fatal to her peace and w

c . - *
o peace and well-being for

e




CHAPTER XVIL
*‘A SISTER FOUND.

#No love is likea sister’s love
Unselfish, fres, and pure ;

A flame that, lighted from abovo,
Will guide but not allure,

It knows no frown of jealous fear,
No blush of conscious guile;

Its wrongs are pardoned throug
Tte hopes crowned by & smile.”

In readirig- the reports of little ones sent 'from_
«« The Home,” and planted in various and distant
sections of the country, I have often thoughtz of
the families sundered who may never know ﬂ‘lelll'
" pearest kin, though, it may Dbe; residing near each
other—brothers and ‘gisters who may grow up
strangers. Dut it is not always' go—the chg;il_lges
of future years will doubtless give sOme of these
Jost ones to each other again, by - coincidences 80
~ marvelons that they would furnish a Scott or @
Dickens with material for the labor of another
lifetime. God’s careis o
watchful providence will bring
" unions whenever He sees it best.

h & teal,

about these re-
An interesting

ver the orphan ; and his
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instanee illustrative of: this 6ccur1?-ed some years
ago, before “ The Home for the Friendless”.
had opened. its door for the reception of - the
orphan. 4 - . :

A neighbor with whom I had formed a vefy |
agrecable acquaintance came running into my
?1011.56 one morning, her countenance and -ma-nner
indicating the greatest excitenient, and clapping
her. hands in eestasy, oxclaimed, “ Oh! T have
found my sister! I have found my sister!”?

“Indeed! Do tell me how that has eome
about ¢’ T o R

“You know I have often told yon my \pérenté
died when I was very young, and that I was
adopted by a kind family, and my haby-sister by
another. The “family Bible” came into ‘my
possession, and in it was writen the name of the
family who took my sister, but both families
moved soon after, and I lost all trace of them :
al.ld_ all my subsequent inquiries have failed tci-.
give me- any. clue to my sister. How many
anxious hours I have spent on her account! How
my heart has yearned to find- this only survivor -

- of my family, of whom I knew mnothing. The
“uncertainty hanging about her fate has-made me
feel a thousand times more lonely and isolated

than I should otherwise have been.  But now
I have found her! Ihave found her!” - -
“I am thankful,” T gaid, “for this great
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mercy; but now tell me where did you find

her ¥’ d
«Don’t you remember a tall and slender

woman, neatly dressed, who trades at the corner .
store? I have often met her there, and I think

~ you must have seen her.” )
“Yes; I remember her perfectly Well -

« 8he is my sister.”

“ Can it be possﬂole ! And you have met and
spoken so often as neighbors, and have not
: recogmsed each other before?’ -

«Jt is even so. For two years wo have lived
hére within a stone’s throw of each other, and
have met daily, at the pump and at the store,
exchanging ordinary salutations, and never knew

" cach other until this morning1”
« Well, what accident revealed you to each

other now ¢’

Some person in the store this morning made a
casual remark upon names, which led me th
mention my maiden name. It attracted my
sister’s attention: « Why,” said she, «that was
the name of my parents, though I have not been
known by it myself. My parents died in my
infancy, in the town of ——, and I was adopted
by a family whose name I took.”

- 4 'What was the name of that fanuly [
«Their name was Strong.”
“The same! the same!”
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- “I sprang to her, and clasping her in my arms
I er ied, ‘You are my sister ?—my long-lost
sister —my Adeline! Where do you live? I
must come directly to see you!’

“She lives in a nelghbormo' street, and I have
been there, and have seen her and Ler husband ;
and I am so happy Oh! I am so happy!” and

- she cried for joy.

Daily for weeks she came in to talk to me of
this dear sister. During the long lapse of thirty

© years she had cherished the memory and love of

that sister as a sacred trust; and now, that she
had found her, the manifestations of her love

- resembled the gushing forth of pent-up waters.

Never did I see such devoted love as these msters
exhibited. : '

- The foster-parents of each of the children died
while they were young. Thus made orphans a
sec'o,nd'time, they were placed again in the care
and protection of strangers; and this was the
reason they had lost all knowledge of each other.
Both had married, and the elder sister was the
mother of several children. The younger sister -
had no family. Nothing would content either of

‘them until the younger broke up housekeeping, .

and with her hugband came to reside with the
clder sister,” and they were thus living very -

happily as one famlly when I left their neigh-.

borhood.
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The case of another adopted child occurs to
me, bearing a collatéral. date with the former, and
which strikingly illustrates providential care. -

Emilie Burnett was a prepossessing child in
mind and person, one of a family of foursisters,
who were dependent on their widowed mother for
support. A wealthy family, without children,
became interested in Emilie, and, after a time,
prevailed upon her mother to give her to them
for adoption, she consenting to be unknown to
her henceforth as her mother. The family subse-
quently removed from. the city; and as no
communication was allowed between them, the
child soon forgot her relatives. She was edunca-

~ted and introduced into society under most
favorable auspices, and at eighteen years of age
she was the light of her father’s dwelling, and -
the favorite. of a large circle of friends. -

. About this time her foster-mother died. Ah!

then she lost a valuable friend! Only one short
year, and her father had married again a lady
very little her senior in years, who soon became
envious of the attentions the father bestowed
upon Emilie; she so annoyed and harassed him,

that he concluded to yield to the wife, and part -

with the daughter. He accordingly took her
aside, and confidentially explained the necessity
for her leaving his house; and then giving her the
niggardly sum of fifty dollars, he sent her forth
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to make her way in the world as best she cbuld.:

BShe came to this city, found a boarding-place
€

and advertised for a teacher’s situation.
Weeks passed without success. During this

time she sef to work to find her relatives, She

felt that she and they were on an equality now
—struggling in poverty to sustain themselves re-
spectably, and that they should at least be favofed
with each other’s society and sympathy  She
had gathered some items of information from her

 foster-father, which guided her search, and she

soon found them. Nor was it long before she
learned their worth—they were a treasure to her
more valuable than gold : thé counsel and bless- -
ing .of a fond and discreet mother, and the
unfeigned love of confiding sisters, reviving in
her own heart the purest of its affections, to which
from early childhood she had been a str’anger

' After waiting in vain for answers to her 'ad;fer-
tisement, she concluded to apply for a situation
which offered as saleswoman in a store on one of
our publie thoroughfares. She had not been long

“there when she was noticed and recognised by
gentlemen who had known and adrmired her ii

more prosperous- circumstances. She conducted
h.ers'elf with becoming reserve and dignity—be-
lieving it more honorable to labor for her support
than. to “live a lady,” dependent on capricious
chanty.f Among the old friends who called on

o
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her occasionally, was a bachelor friend of her
. foster-father’s, who, having satisfied himself by
observation, that there was no rival in his way,
solicited her hand in marriage. She knew he
was very wealthy, and calculated to make her
happy, yet she modestly, but decidedly, refused
him.

‘When urged for an explanatmn, she said, «T
have a worthy mother and sisters in poverty, and
I will not consent to be elevated- again above

their condition in life without raising them with

me. The man I marry, must marry iy mother
and sisters also.”

« Be it 50,” he said, « I will .cheerfully comply
with that condition, and honor you the more for
requiring it. My means are ample, and L will
at once proceed to meet your every wish con-
eerning your mothe1 and sisters, and then you
you, will be mine.” :

"he family were soon bo‘trdmg in comfortable
quarters, and the sisters were placed in a cele-
brated school, with fands appropriated for their
. expenses.’
five hundred dollars to procure her marriage out
fit; but with becoming pride she politely de-
clined receiving it, and haying scrupulously saved
her earnings, as well as the. somewhat extensive
wardrobe she brought from home, she managed

to make out a very suitable bridal dress and out-

This done, he offered Miss Emilie
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fit: She was married in one of our ashlonable

churches, and sailed 1mmed1ately for Europe.
Having made the tour of the contment they

returned, and she took at once an undisputed

position among the aristocracy of the -city,

though we may believe she had little sympathy
with the fashions and foibles of the “upper ten;”.
that the discipline she had undergone, had tauo'ht
her not to trust in uncertain riches, but in the
living God ; and that she regarded herself as His
steward, and as accountable to Him for the im-
provemert of the talents committed to her care.’

- In view of all the blessings she had found
through her fat#er s unkindness, she might well
say to him, as Joseph did to his brethren, «So
now it was not| you that sent-me Hlthen, but
(fod.” |

It is worthy the consideration of persons who
adopt children, whether it might not be Judicious
to prepare a record of their history, which might
be kept sealed and safely deposited until they are
of age. It might facilitate the inheritance of
property, or the recognition of relatives, amid the
chgnges. of future years, Persons often desire

" thdt the child may not know the true relation he

holds to the family—may not know but what he
if their own by birth. Sometimes even where
fhe greatest caution has been used to preserve
the secret, the truth may reach the child, and
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may awaken bitter and lagting disappointment,

which an early knowledge of facts would have

pr evented.

There are considerations for and against either

course ; but whichever is taken, some clue should

be preserved which could be available if neces-

sary.

CHAPTER XVIII

S‘I‘RUGGLES OF AN INEBRIA’IE 'WOMAN

l

"# Waar war 80 cruel, or what siege so sore,
As that which strong temptation doth apply
Against the fort of reason evermore,

To bring the sonl into eaptivity

Wro. can estimate the desperate effort of the
drunkard, when he arouses from his stupor, and
strives tobreak. the chains which have bound
him? Surely none but those who have been fet--
tered in the same eaptivity of ev11 habit. Those
who follow him to aid, encourage and save him
in time of need, may see the conflict, but still are

‘entirely ignorant of the inward .weakness, in

attempting to do right. It has been our lot to
witness a series of such struggles, in one who
was providentially thrown in our way, whose
reforination we earnestly labored to complete.
A seamstress was needed ‘in our family. A
physician recommended ‘one of his patients, “ A

“woman. skillful with her needle, but poor and

friendless—take her, befriend, and do her good,”
was his benevolent counsel. Our first interview
with the person in gquestion, impressed us favor-

\l
%
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ably, vet we Wondered at the extreme poverty
which her scanty clothing indicated. We knew
the doctor was treating her for an eruption on
" her face ; so we charitably attributed its appear-

ance to disease alone,
A Dbetter acquaiptance won our deepest

sympathy. - She had - endured more than an -

- ordinary share of sorrow. She was a widow, .
desolate indeed. She had lived happily with her
husband, though to marry him she had diso-
beyed her father—it was the only instance she
remembered in which she ever crossed his-will.
‘They had buried four of their five children,
one little “sunbeam” only remained to cheer
 their desolated home, when by a mysterious
providence her husband was suddenly removed.
He had left her for an hour’s sail, but returned
not at the appomted time; she awaited long,
but instead of his well-known -step, a stranger’s
tread was heard; then was announced the sad
tidings, ¢ He is, drowned 7 Days of sore agony

intervened ere the body was brought to her for -

burial. - And then she was not allowed fo look

upon him. ~ Alas, poor woman !

She had been :lehcrlousl)i‘ trained, and when & a
child had been taught to trust in her father’ :
. God. But she married an unbeliever, and he led

her from duty. - She neglectéd the ordinances

of religion and forgot the way to her closet;
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) and now, when this mortal . stroke fell upon her
it found her without a refuge. She had made an:
arm of flesh her trust, and it had become a reed.

It was a common custom, in that day, for
families to make free “use of liquors. ,Her
husband had nightly prepared his sling and
toddy, and ‘urged his wife to join him in a social -
glass. It became more and more desirable to
her, until she thought she.could not. dispense
with it, now sle resorted to it to drown her
grief. Little did her fond husband suspect the
fatal snare he was preparing for his wife! After

“hig death ghe shut herself up in seclusion, and

stupetied her memory with rum; and thus the
habit of drinking was confirmed. These particu-
lars of her history we learned months after she
came to us. After she entered our service, she
applied herself so industriously, with the needle
and scissors, that we felt we had found a treasure.
Weeks elapsed, and she had not been out of
the house. 'We expostulated with her, urged ker
to go out for air and. exercise, and especrally to
g0 to church. - Bhe excused herself on account of -
her clothing, so we placed a sufficient sum in her

~hand to purchase a respectable suit, and we felt.

happy when we saw her dressed, and prepared
for the house of God. She did not return until
late at night, and then she was intoxicated!
?ﬂllS opened our eyes to the cause for her
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« diseased” face and her unwillingness to go into
the street; for she knew her weakness, and that

temptation .:Lwalted her, at every corner she met

her enemy. What an argument is a case like
hers for the abolishment of the traffic! - |

The next day we kindly but faithfully re
proved Mrs. Moore, and set before her, as well as
‘we were able, the dreadful consequences of con-
tinuing in such a course. ~She stated that she
called on some friends who persuaded her to take
a glass; « but,” she replied, “if you will forgive

e, madam, it shall be the last time; I will not

touch it again.” We said, “ ‘We have no thought

of forsaking you; we will continue your friend

as long as you will allow us to do you good.
But you must rouse and exert yourself to over-
come this dreadful appetlte

 Weeks passed again, and we had no cause
of “complaint; “but she would not leave the
house, and past expenence reetramed ug from

urgmo' her.

Summer had eome—-—the Weather was very ,

inviting, and Mrs. Moore ventured out again.
This time we warned her, but. nevertheless she

returned partially intoxicated. This was repeat-

" ed two or three times and the restraint was gone.
On Sabbath she went out; Monday came, and
Tuesday, and she had not returned on Wednes-
day noon she entered the house secretly and
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went to her room. 'We followed and. found her
getting. money from her trunk with ‘which to
continue her dissipation.

What a sad change those few days had

' w10ught' She had evidently been . drmkmg :

very hard, and was now far from sober. The
redness of her face was much increased, her eyes
were dull, her speech was stammering, her nice
new bonnet was spoiled, her dress and mantﬂlr:.
- were wrinkled and dirty. g

We tried persuasion and then authorlty to.
restrain her from going out, but with little eﬁ'ect
We took her outside garments and hid them. and
placed a guald over her, but she eluded thelr

~ care and escaped.”

- We did not see her again in a week or mere,

;and then she came back with delériwm tremens !

We nursed her and- prayed for her, but the ~
effort could scarcely be called voluntary in the
matter—a necessity seemed to be laid upon us to‘
do all in our power to save this soul. « It was
for just such miserable, degraded. sinners . that
Christ died.” Jesus “came not to call the
rxghteous, but sinners to repentance & Th;s |

‘thought sustained us.

When she recovered, her glatltude was unhm; |
ited, and she strove to manifest it in many Ways.

Her appetite seemed to become: ‘ungovernable
at. periodical intervals, about onge. in, three
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months. That time had passed without any far-
ther trouble, when she returned one Sunday

night slightly affected with liquor. Before noon

the next day,she suddenly dropped her work,
- and prepared to go out; as it was unusual, we
‘were sure it portended evil. We stopped her in
the hall, and plead with her as for life not to go.

There was evidently a great struggle in her mind

between duty and-temptation. We said to her,
“ You go now with your eyes open, voluntarily,
and if you fall, we cannot overlook it. You
will shut yourself out of a good home, you will
forfeit our friendship, you will endanger your
soul, and you will disgrace your boy. Oh, think
of your poor boy!” Bhe cowered under these
remarks as if struck with a lash, and answered,

«Qh, I must go! It is my fate, I must go!

I fear I shall be lost, but I can’t help it, I must
go! Don’t hinder me! Don’t hinder me! You
have done all you can.” And shedid go.

A short time after she first came to me, she

told me she had a son, a young lad, whom she
had not seen in months and she did not know
where he was, which made her very miserable.
Efforts were made to find him, and they were
successful.. 'We were surprised to see him a
quiet, gentlemanly youth, of fair intelligence,

affectionate and peculiarly respectful to his -

mother. We geldom have seen a better son.
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Many a good mother would count herself blest

~in such a son. - After his mother became intem-

perate, he had no regular home; and it was |
wonderful, that, with her example and unsettled
life, and no person to counsel or restrain him, he
should, fo so great an extent, escape the evil
‘influences surrounding him. Surely it was a
proof of God’s care for the fatherless. To
encourage them both we took him into the fami-

ly.  Whatever he earned, if it was a half dollar

for shoveling snow, or three or four dollars a
week in an office, he brought itall to his mother
—they had one purse, and he spent nothmg‘
without her permission. This seemed the more
remarkable, as she sometimes so sadly misspent
their earnings. N .

After leaving the house, as described above, in

- disregard of our entreaties, she returned several

times, within a few days, for clothes, but too
much intoxicated for us to do anything with her;
after which we did not see her for weeks, The
weather was severely cold, and we foared she had
been frozen in some by place, or died with
delirium tremens. ' |

One evenivg a gentleman called and desired -
to see us.- “Madam,” said he, “I am _chaplain
at Blackwell’s Island. "Wo have a woman there
named Eliza Moore, who-says she has lived with
you, and that you will use your influence to get
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her free. - She appears very penitent, and reall-jr |

seems too good a woman to be with the class of
persons who are confined there.”

- ¢ It is a-velief,” we replied, “t0 learn that she

is there. 'We feared she might be fammhmw in
the streets-with hunger and cold. -Was she com-
mitted for intemperance ¢ -
“Yes; and for assaulting an officer.”
«Knowing what we do of Mrs Moore,” we
replied, “we think it will be a salutary punish-
ment, if she finishes her time there. We would
not do right to releage her; not so soon, at any
rate. All other means have failed to reform her,
- it is well to try this.”
“T do not know but you are rlght madam,” he
sa,ld, «T have called at her earnést request.”
We desired him to inform her that we were
sorry for her, but thought it might be useful to
her to suffer the consequences of her sin—conse-
guence§ which she had brought upon herself. I

”

might be a lesson which she would not forget in-

future. = A few days had passed ; we felt uneasy,

and set out to find the station-house from

which she was committed, to learn what course

we must take to release her. When we returned :

‘home at evening, there sat Mrs. Moore! ¢ Don’t
be angry at me for coming,” she said, “I had
no where else to go, except among my worst

énemies;, I am sure I am here in answer to.
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prayer. Do ergive‘me, and try me once more ;
only once more. I could not go" Where they

~ would tempt me again to sin.’”

. “Be composed,” we answered, “we will not
turn you away to-night, and if we can be satisfied

- you will do better, you know we will be glad to

keep you.”
“This morning,” she sald “J felt I could not

~ live through another day in that prison, and I

asked my Father in heaven to get me out before
night.. . An hour after the jailer called me and
said, on account of my good bechavior, he would
give me my discharge a month before my time
was up. Surely the Lord heard my poor
prayer.” -

. Thmkmo' the ordeal through which shé had

-passed mlght prove a sufficient warning for the.

future, we set her to work again.

Gratitude seemed to prompt her to extraordl-
nary efforts to serve in every way in her power;
her faculty for usefulness in a large: family was
very uncommon. There was scarcely anything
which could be done with scissors and needle,
from hat to shoe, for male or female, but she
could do it well. ‘

We had often asked her to sign the temperance
Pledge, but she had always declined. The night
she veturned: from the Island, we thought we
would urge it upon her anew; to this end we
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called on several clergymen residing in our
neighborhood to obtain & printed pledge, but
could not succeed in finding one among them.
As we thought such a one would have more
weight with. her, than one drawn up by us,

long.

Scarce three months had passed when we sus- ',

-~ pected Mrs. Moore had yielded again and we re-
solved to keep her in at all hazards. We entreat-
ed, scolded, threatened, and watched her. On
Sunday evening we left others in charge and
went. to church ; but when we returned, she had
eluded their vigilance and gone! We sent to
every groggery far and near, but no Mrs. Moore
had been seen there. We found on returning,
that our informant was mistaken ; she had not
been out, but, -ashamed to be seen, she had
withdrawn herself to a secluded part c-f ‘the

premises.

Vigilance deferred the crisis a,whlle, but. it

‘came. She broke away from restraint, and
plunged deeper than ever into drunkenness and
misery. Weeks afterward she came to - our
kitchen, and begged a morsel of food, for she
was famishing with hunger and cold. We were
summoned to see her, and she was truly a sor-
rowful sight! ~ Shame for what she had done

seemed to constitute a larger part of her sulfering.

we concluded to. postpone it; “but put it off too
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She came daily,'and%ytre gave instructibns to set
‘comfortable food before her; daily she renewed
her petition to be allowed to return.

- Such pleading may we never be constrained to
refuse again. To listen to such agonizing entrea-
ties, and know that we must turn a deaf ear to

them, produced feelings too painful for descrip- -
- tion ; those only who have experienced the like

can properly estimate them.
“Icome to you like the Prodigal,” said she,
“begging for pardon. Do help me! Don’t turn

me aW‘a‘y! You can save me, and you are the
only person on earth who can. Oh, do help me!

You are my good angel! Do save me! Tell

‘me what I ghall do. How can I reform? If

you cast me off, I have no power to resist—I
shall be lost! For the love of Christ, save me!

As you hope for heaven, plty me! Idare not
‘promise any more, but do try me!” '

Every day witnessed a renewal of these pas-

sionate importunities.- In addition to our own:

misgivings, and distrust in her power to resist

temptation, she was so filthy and sick, that it
would give oﬂ'ense to our family if we acceded

to 'her request.‘ But finally we did so, taking her
Privately to an upper room; we carried her food
for several days. We again thought of the

tempfarange pledge, and asked her if she would
go with us to the office of the Temperance Union
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and sign it? She replied, “ I am willing to sign
the: pledge now, but I cannot subject you to the
disgrace of going with me, as I now look ; X will
be better in a few days and then I will go.” We
left her heavy hearted. In half an hour we
returned, when she remarked, “I have been
thinking, if you are willing, I will go right away, -
T am afraid I shall get out of the notion if I wait.”
' We must confess, we did shrink from being
publicly seen in her company in the state she
was, but concluded to “bear the cross” for her
sake. - o \ ‘
She usually wrote a fair’ hand, but that
scarcely legible signature, bore testimony to the

ravages of alcohol upon her system. At a cer-

tain point, in our way returning, we pansed ;
“she wag to go to the wretched place where she
had stopped- during her debauch, and get her
clothes, which were detained for 2 trifle she
owed. This place was a room and bedroom, kept

‘by a widow woman, in a low, populous temant-
house. In these limited apartments she usually

averaged six or eight poor women, whom she
furnished with lodging, and also supplied with.

rum, which she kept in a jug in her chest, and -
sold to them whenever she ¢ould; “a threepenny

. glass.” She was not afraid to trust them, for
drunkards- seem to have their “debts of honor,”

as well as gamblers. She would often, with .

J
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soeming disinterestedness, urge them, when
hungry and cold, to “take a glass to comfort
them,” and the temptation, powerful. enough
under any circumstances, was then -gener‘ally.
irresistible.  We took Mrs. Moore’s hand and
said, “ Now you are going in the way of tempta-
tion again, you must look 4o the Lord to help
you to be firm.”

She replied, “ What do you think me? sooner

 than break this pledge, I would lie down on that

track, and let yonder car crush me! I am a poor
woman, but one hundred dollars could not buy
the pledge from me, so glad am I to possess it!”
" We had the pledge framed neatly, and hung
up in her room, and she kept it so scrupulously
that we began to indulge the most saﬁ‘guinc:
hopes of her. For about four months she con-
tinued temperate, and attended church regularly.
We hoped a permanent reform was effected. We
well remember the pleasure with which we looked
upon her, better dressed than ourselves, prepared
to accompany the family to church ! N
'.FBut even the restraint of the pledge, which: for -
a time seemed to have so'much force, became like
a “rope of sand.” Again she yielded, and after
a dreadful experience of &in and suffering, she.
retl‘zmed again to us on the eve of ’.__[‘hanksﬁvinéf '
wretched beyond description; we cbliﬁi 1101,;

Irefuse her admittance, and her entreaties to

9 .
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stay prevailed; but it has only been for a peri-
odxcal renewal of former trouble with her.  When
we have utterly refused to take her in, het son

has managed to. get her stealthily to her room, -

and in the morning informed us of it; we could
_not blame him, poor boy! - ‘

Now she is Wandermg—-—we know not Where-

the last we heard of her, she was bemg dragged
between two policemen to the statronﬁhonse,
sereaming. with terror; and hier garments almost
torn off her in the struggle! .

" Is there yet hope: for this poor Woman? Can
there be? Alas! the prospect is faint indeed.
“Can the Ethroplan change. his skin, or the
leopard his. spots! . then may ye also do good,
that are accustomed to do evil.” g

Young man, young woman, beware' you may

think indulgence harmless now, but it will be-

come to you.a thraldom as dreadful as a dead
carcase, chained to a living body,; and constrain

you to ery out, in despair; ' Wha shall deliver me -

from the body: of this.death ? o

Volumes have been.: ertten, and more mrght‘

,be, on the, formatwn and power of habit; but if
this: plain’ record of facts fail to mlpress the
rea.der with the danger of first false steps, v vain
- will ‘be our moralizing ,on,th@,sub,]ectr;‘ ,

OHAPTER XIX

. EARLY EFFORTS IN PRISON REFORM

" Sm.r.,,achrevmg, at:ll pursumg,
-Learn to labor and to wait.”

' Tugre are probably fewr persons, in tlns coun-
try, however remote from the city of New York,
who do not know that in its very heart within
two streets of Broadway, there stands a prison.
It occupies ‘the square bounded by ‘Franklin,
Leonard, Centre aiid Elni strects. - The prineipal
entrance is on' Centre street, and leads to varxous-
court-rooms, Whlch are demgnated the “ Halls of -
Justice.” . The pnson itself, s famlharly termed
“The Tombs.”. Persons charged With crime, of
whatever nature, are here donfined’ previous to

- and durmg their trxa,l and therea.fter antil they

are conveyed to the Pemtentmry or State
Prison; or if conv1cted of 4 capltal oﬁ'ense, until
their exeeutron, which’ takes place’ within these
Walls, consequenﬂy the. tetm of conﬁnement
varies from days, to months, a.nd even years.
Important witnesses were detamed in this build- :
ing, untll the tnals came on, and: their testi-
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mony could be taken in court—though we are -
happy to learn, at the present time, (1858,) Gther
and more suitable provision has been made for
this class of persons, and we hope a change may
soon be effected with regard to paupers and

children also, who now, though innocent of -

~ crime, must wait in the prison, until a con-

venient opportunity offers to remove them to the
different institutions belonging to the city.

~ The prison was completed in 1836; having
been about two yearsin building, and was a
great improvement upon previous arrangements
for the comfort and classification of prisoners.
The labor.and expense of its erection was greatly
increased, by the fact that its site is upon
‘ground, which, not many years before, was
covered with an immense swamp, called “The
Collect.” In the early history of the Island, this
was a pond of such depth, that it was popularly
. believed to be “without bottom.” Rather a
noticeable coincidence, that this building, which
for generations may be used as a receptacle for
criminals, is located over what has been thought
to be—a “bottomless pit!” R
" This section of the Island was a favorite resort
for the ¢Manhattans,” its Indian inhabitants.
Around the ¢ Fresh Water” they encamped, for
it afforded them excellent fishing—and if had an
outlet communicating with the Hudson, which
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was navigable for their canoes. This stream ran
in about the direction which Canal st. now takes;
as the city became populated, it was gradually
filled up, but the pond remained 'many years
in the condition of a great swamp. It was
reputed to be a dangerous locality then, the
“seene of many a deadly encounter with robbers
and assassins, who concealed the proof of their
crimes in these miry depths.

Wonderful transitions have taken place on:
this Island since that day. The red man has
-passed away and his frail wigwam is supplanted
by substantial structures] But in this locality,
the evidence of the progress of civilization is not
so apparent as could he desired, for although
the war-whoop and the wild merriment of In-
_dian festivities are no longer to be heard, mid-
night revels and drunken brawls are frequently.
occurrlng, Whlch would disgrace even demi-
savages.
~ dJust after the prison was completed and the
prisoners from the old Bridewell in the Park,
had been removed toit, a gentleman with his
wife,and another lady, were led to visit it, by a
publishednotice that a fellow-creature condemned
to die, was ere long to be .executed there. This
man was the first to meet this dreadful fate,
in that place; since then some thirty others have
shared a similar doom. After making their
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visit to the unhiappy culprit, and endeavoring.to
point him:to " the Friend of -sinners for hope and
succor, in this hour of need, they proceeded
to examine the building. . They found it .con-
structed with four tiers of cells against the walls,

~ opening upon corridors, in front. Persons con-

fined for light offenses had access to these cor-
ridors at all times, as their cells were usually left
unlocked ; and at stated times, all were allowed

_to-leave them to give opportunity for cleaning

and ventilation. The upper tier was appropri:

ated to female prisoners. . From almost any part
of these corridors, all the cell-doors were readily

seen, and there was no hindrance to conversation

among-the inmates of the prison. . .
The  consequences . resulting from bringing

together so many degraded persons of both sexes

under circumstances of so little restraint, can be
readily imagined. The manifest impropriety of
this arrangement forcibly impressed the minds of

 the visitors.: So polluted and polluting were the

influences and associations of the place, that they
were forced to the conclusion, that, although

~ designed ‘to punish, crime, it. was itself little

better than a sink of iniquity.

" These ladies were members of a benevolent as-

‘ sqcfiation5. 't.he_ object _(.}f.w_hi_chwaf_sfthe protection
and improvement of the exposed and unfortunate 3§
of their sex. At their next meeting they gave
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.in- a F@P’?ﬂf of their visit to the prison, and of the “
fmpr-ess_i'on' it had left upon their m‘inﬂs, ‘coneern-
ing the -eondition of ‘the women confined there.
-, The‘ r‘esﬂit": was ‘the appointment of a. committée:
frb'.mthé‘ifr. number, to ‘make regular visits to the
prison.” *Mrs. Margaret Prior-was the prineipal
member of that committee.. She has since entered
the heavenly. rest, and doubtless received the
rfaward promised -to “those who tarn fmaxi'y“ to
righteousness.” - Her. extensive labors of love

- have become well known to the publie, through

a little volume published by the American Fe--

- male Guardian Society, entitled,* Walks of Use-

fulness.”
4 Had -that noble. philanthropist, Miss Dix
en.tel.'ed‘ -upon her peculiar and .aheavéﬁ'-ﬁdri;
mission at this early day; when not’ only had-no
matron. been . appointed, but the’ public mind
scemed dormant as to.the importance of such an

ofticer, how. w er womat
| , how ‘would her woman’s heart have been

fired. wij:h additional ‘zeal and: earnestness, to res-
cue.he_x" sex from so great: neglect and exl;:las'ﬁre.
 The efforts of the committec were first dirécted -
to the improvement of the prisoners by personal
convgrsatidn and religious instruction.. .
They‘ soon -saw that.a library of good books
would be of grest serviee in profitably employin
the idle hoitrs of such as could réad; which txl;erge.
NOW worse thar; wasted. The ladies ‘enteréd on
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the work vigorously, and soon had the h.app-
ness to see a well-selected library established
there. Their next effort was to secure a sepa-.
rate place of confinement for the female prisori-
ers. They petitioned the Commor..l Council to
this end, but they were years labm:mg t(? effect
this change, before they accomplished it, no#
Withéténding it was so palpably 'necegsary, for
the good of the prisoners. It Wll'l scarcely be
believed that there was at this time only one
matron employed in the prisons of the state of
New York. Nor were there any separate prisons
puilt or arranged for females, throughout this
Sta;i? must not be supposed that .thgsg 'ladies
entered upon this work in the prison, without
many shrinkings and misgivings. It was the?fl a
new field of labor for women, and so revolting
was it in all its attending circumstances, that one

of them, who afterward became a weekly visitor

for many years, and who was then accustomed to
self-denying duties, after making one visit, could
not bring herself to repeat it, for more than two

years, although she realized the importance of

the work and never ceased to urge others to af;t
on the “prison committees;” but she pleadeﬁ in
excuse for herself, that those ¢ older and more
experienced ” were better adapted to a task"‘_so
responsible and difficult. :
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This lady, as well as most Christians, had often
pondered on those words of our Saviour, “I was
in prison, and ye came unto me,” and wondered
what personal duty the langnage implied. Often
had they been suggested when passing the old
Bridewell in the Park, the wretched women con-
fined there, thrusting their hands through the
grating and calling to the unheeding passenger ;
and she queried then, “ Who cares for. these
souls #” The inquiry often trembled upon her
tongue, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”
- About two years after the commencement of.
these systematic visits to thé" prison; this lady
accepted an invitation from the Superintend-
ent of the Sing Sing State Prison to visit that
Institution. She there had an opportunity
of witnessing the courageous and self-denying
efforts of the matron, who was laboring, almost

-single handed, under inconceivable difficulties, to

improve the condition and" morals of the female |

‘prisoners ; ‘there her manifest success impressed
.the mind of the visitor anew, with the impor-

tance and practicability. of the work. She
determined in.the fear of ‘God, to set aside all
delicacy of feeling on the subject, and despite the

discouraging and loathsome associations which

must be encountered, enter upon it resolutely,
and never give over, until a complets reforma-
tion in the management of females in our city
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| prison, was: effected ; and she mamtamed her
purpose and continued her labors in this field,

many years, until meapamtated for active efforts

by protracted smkness
She found, on resuming her visits to the

Tombs, that the efforts of those ladies who
had persevered during the interim, ‘had been pro-

ductive of good results ; the general conduct of |

the prisoners was more quiet and. orderly, than on
her first acquaintance with them. - Through the
inexperience of the visitors, many fruitless efforts.
had been put forth fo secure necessary changes,
and thus much labor had been lost.

After about two years of visitation in the -

pmson, ‘the Society was led to enter upon wiser
 and more effective efforts to accomplish ‘these
- objects. They petitioned the Common Council

| to remove the females to that section of the

building, which was originally designed for
debtors; and which was quite distinet from the

other. - This- Ward was about that time loft

vacant, by the anpulling of the unmerciful law
conﬁmng persons for debt. :

~‘Their petition. was soon granted, and the

removal of the female prisoners was effected.
The Society felt that in this. change, they had
gained an important. point, and considered it
cauge for general thanksgiving, and a promise of

better days for female prisoners. But there was -
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still " a Want for these unfortunate women
remained in the charge of male keepers, night
and day.

The visitor to whom we have. partwularly

- referred, thus describes one of. her visits at this

date. “My husband accompanied me as far
as the door of the female prison, to reach which
we had to pass the door-keeper’s office, (which was
usually filled with officers and persons seeking
interviews with thé prisoners,) and go through
the prison-yard. When he returned home from
business that evenmg, he entreated me never to
venture there again alone, but a,lways to have
soveral female companions with me, for most:
persons. who were met in the prison at this
period,. were the debased - companions of i‘he
prisoners, and those who.were not:far ‘removed
from them in-morality and refinement. .

. Notwithstanding ' these -discouraging circum-

: stances, the. visits of ‘the ladies were coutinued

from time to time, There was .no place where
the prisoners could :be brought together, but the
visitors entered their cells separately, and read
to each nnhappy inmate as opportunity afforded,
and adapted their mstructlons as far as possxble
to each case.




CHAPTER XX.

EARLY EFFORTS IN PRISON REFORM.

Concluded.

# Do thou the good thy thoughts ofn.medita'te,.
And thou shalt feel the good man’s peace within,
And after death his wreath of glory wm.’_’

Turoves the influence of the Society, thelze
ﬁas NOW a more generalzinter‘est throughogt this
and other states in behalf of prisoners. .Repor.ts‘
' ffom,the prison visitors had been publl‘shed in

the periodical issued by the Society and in oth('ar
‘papers, which had induced many ladies, in
different cities, to enter upon, similar labors in
their jails; instrueting prisoners, and as far as
possible providing separate apartments for

females. All this time strenuous efforts were
benz made for the appointment of matrons in

the City Prison, and in.the Penitentiary ~on
Blackwell’s Island. Petitions for this object

were frequently presented to the Common -

Council, and referred to the prison committees ap-

pointed by the Board of Aldermen. It may seem.

- Prison.
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surprising that there should be such delay, so
manifest was the propriety of the desired
arrangement. But those who understand the
intricacies of politics, can easily comprehend
why this, and many other good measures, are so
long in being consummated. Political influence
was injurious to prison interests in othey respects
also, for it changed all the officers of the prison
at least once a year, and thus prevented those
who felt the importance of improvements, from
carrying them out—if they began reforms, they
had not time to complete them. , ' _
By one of these sudden changes in politics, a-
reform. party came into power, and in the new
board of aldermen, was included a hushband of
one of the ladies of the Society engaged in these
efforts. 'With the influence of this gentleman on
their side, and the promises of reform made by
the new party, they renewed their. petitions for
matrons, and were now successful. The ladies
were requested to recommend suitable persons
for the offie, and two worthy Christian women
were soon.- installed, as day-matrons in the City
'The committee of supervision from the Board
of Aldermen, promptly prepared a suitablée room
In the wpper part of ‘the building, in ‘which to
collect the prisoners together for instruction; and.

. then commenced the “Sabbath aftei'nobn meet-
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* ings” which have been continued regularly until
the present time. o AR
From the new facilities which the appointment
of matrong. afforded -the ladies, for acquiring
necessary information : as to the character -of
individual pri'soners,, and- the peculiar circum-
stances of each commitment, the work of saving
women from disgrace and irretrievable ruin was
¢ar more successful than, before, and encouraged
extended -efforts, especially in behalf of young
gitls. - P :
Some of the narratives contained in this vol-
ume, are illustrative of the various circumstances
under which persons.are brought into the ‘prison.

Not unfrequently were they innocent of the
crimes charged to-them, or, if guilty of that par-
ticular offense, they were yet of comparatively
good character, and uncontaminated morals.

- This need ‘not be thought strange, in view of
the summary manner in which commitments for
trifling offenses were formerly procured.

. A visitor.to the Court of Sessions, .connected

with the Tombs, thus describes a scene enacted

there, and which, in its principal features, is
repeated frequently. G o

« Tt was about ten o’clock in the morning, the
recorder -had not.yet come into court.. In one

corner -of :the immense room stood huddled
together about sixty persons under arrest, who

! |

ey

»
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were of all colors, ages and sexes, and, judging by

appearances, of various degrees of gﬁilt-. =

’ Pres?ntly'a gentleman entered the room,  who

1mmedfartely attracted the eye of evéry un’f‘ort'o‘
nafe criminal; and the subordinate officers bo ‘ I:i-
r«ispt?ctfully as he passed with a rapid ﬂloweh
dxgn'lﬁed ‘gait, to the judges seat; ht’a ﬁ'az gf
medn?m stature, but of peculiarly es;rn-ést-‘ o .
mgndmgﬁ countenance and manner. A
An oﬂ:lcer promptly stepped forward Y.Vi(.:h- a
young man from among the unhappy grt;u -and
sta,tefilthat- he was' charged with stealin 5 , d
pencil. His accuser. was presenf andg b gc;.i
stated his complaint. L e

The recorder asked. st “ - |
did you steal that pencil ;{:"11'} ?12’,: Hhomast what

I did not steal it, your honor.”

“ Now don’t Ze to. me. ;- if yourl tell the. truth,
and‘nothing but the truth, it will be better f; .
you. Tell me now! What did yoﬁ' do it 1 *I? f;r

“I didn’t take it, siv.” . = x i

N : : . oL .

. r:;:)lil:;g? bxghgr and mést ‘commggding tones .

“ Did I not tell you not to.l@'a.to-‘mé‘?”- 1 know 3

you—don’t you know I do? - How long have

you been out of Moyamenging Prison ¢ = =

The .young man dropped his. head, and

- an‘s‘Wered almost inaudibly, “ Four months, sir.” -
T knew it; didwt I tell you I knew you—
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ng to me; mow how came

there is no use of lyl
you to take that pencil #’ :
The poor fellow immediately proceeded to give
what seemed to be a truthiul and straight-for-
ward statement, admitting his guilt.
«Well,” said the judge, “in consideration of.

your telling
two months; if you had not; 1 should have sent

you for douple that time.”

He was removed in the custody of an officer,
and another promptly took his. place before the .
bar.. The details of this case, may serve asa
sample of the great majority ; but many did not
take half the time—a question or two and sen-
tence was passed. There scemed to be o more
sympathy with these wretched beings, in officers,
accusers or judge, than in the gigantic columns
which supported the vaulted dome above them.
‘While. the examinations were in progress, a
gtriking incident occurred. A dove flew over
the room, and lighted upon the cap of a column
just by the unfortunate company of criminals,

and set up a plaintive cooing, which one could
almost fancy was an ekpression of gorrow for

 their wrong-doing ; it was touchingly in, keeping
~ with the melancholy scene. :

To return to our history, there was still another
jmprovement which' was much needed. The

duties of the matrons ceased at night, and they

the truth, Twill only send you up for
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left the prison then to the care of male keepers
T}wre were frequent occasions when sickness 01:‘
disorderly conduct made it necessary for the"
keepers to enter the prisoners’ cells, and as tﬁe
held the keys, there was no power to e:ﬁclud)er
them from any cell they chose to enter, whateve
errand might take them there. , -
Then, as now, all who were confined for erime
were not equally degraded, and indeed, witnesses
were detained lere also, in these ex}aosed eir-
cumstances. Memory recalls one instance which
oceurre_dhab;ut this time, and it was only one of
many, whi ' ibited
nighir.,lxlatrznsf.'orclbly exhibited the necessity for
3 A young girl had fallen- into the wiles of a
hﬂbertme, and her parents, to prevent his takin
er away clandestinely, placed her in the Citg
P.rxson. But one. of the keepers tock it u oi
hu:nsc.alf to go and inform the young man -W‘hI:er
the gn:l was, and brought him to her cell thu(;
def'eatlng the purpose of the parents to save; their
child—for she became his vietim, o
* “Give us night-matrons,” became an impor-
tant demand. But where can women be folt)md
who have courage to risk the night with these

. reckless, desperate creatures? This was the ples

:_n, Which.‘ their appointment was deferred from
tLme to time, for about two years; ‘and indeed’
ere seemed to be force in the obje'ction; But
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when - the 'anthorities consented tL) ‘make the
‘appointment,” suitable persons ‘were -found, and
have ever’ smee filled the oﬁice with' acceptance
-and safety. ' |

During all’ the perlod of these labors in the -

prison, there had been regular reports published,
and cases of particular interest were given in
detail, with a view to enlist sympathy and effort

in  behalf of ‘the prisoners. These  reports

attracted attention; and. had, we must believe, a
considerable agency in bringing about an exten-
sive interest for this unfortunate class; an 1nterest
which about 1845 became popular. '
“All classes of persons were attracted to the
prison now, not only the Christian on his errand
of merey, but the philanthropist, and the phre-
nologist, seeking illustrations on which ‘to build
or support their theories; and the ‘novel-writer
to find characters and 1nc1dents for a forth-com—

mg volume

-The power of moral suasion, and the impor-

- tance of phrenological science, a8 auxiliaries
in" the. reformation of prisoners, were Jargely
diseussed ;- and the various theorists ‘took much
pains to. call the attention of the public to their
speculations. A grest deal was said and-written

on- matters connected with piisoﬁ reform. - At
this- period, gaily-dressed -women were ‘50 fre- -

quently met in ‘the prison, that one mlght almost
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have fancied it a fashionable resort; and-.for a
time a doubt was awakened in. the minds of its
-old friends, whether ¢ fashion” wonld not tem-
porarily supersede more humble laborers, and ere
long & “famine” of interest and effort prevail.
The excitement of fashion did. prove evanescent,
but we are happy to be able to add, the “ famine” .
of interest and efort, whlch we feared did- net‘
follow. e ' 3

Soon Ohrlstlans were left to pursue . their un-
pretending, self-denying efforts as before, incul-
cating the old-fashioned notions . of repentance
‘of sin, and faith in the atoning Saviour, as indis-

: peeseble'to a radical change of he'art.and‘ life,
resulting in the salvation of the soul, :

In the autumn of 1844 a call was. lssued for a
public meeting on.the subject of prison reform,
Wh;eh was numerously attended by many of our
best citizens, and. resulted 'in.the formation of
the New York Prison Association. "At this meet-
ing, among other important. resqlufionsadopted,

_ was-one recommending “that a. Female Depart-

ment be organized, to be especially regardful of
the interests and welfare of prisoners of that sex.”
See the New York Daily Tribune, of Dec. 7, 1844,
We quote:also the following from the same paper .
in ¢orroboration of the preceding statements.

% Before the question “was put on:this resolu-
tion, Mr. Edmonds read: to the meei:izig the fol-
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lowing intiéresting communication from several
' benevolent ladies who have been laboring with
no small degree of success to ameliorate the con-
dition of their own sex who are imprisoned for
crime under the authority of our city courts.

“ Observing the call to the public, inviting
both ¢ladies and gentlemen’ to convene this
evening, for the purpose of organizing & Prison
Association, to promote’ the well-being of the:

prisoner, a few ladies, whose hearts respond with

gratitude to such a call, and whose sympathies
have for years been deeply moved by scenes wit-
nessed in their stated visits to the female depart-
ment of the City Prison, present, by request, a few

facts that may have a bearing on the subject

before the meeting.

- «Long since, when the male and female prison- .

ers were placed beneath the same roof, in differ-
ent tiers of cells, under keepers who were ‘men
of all principles, and of no principley. abuses
were witnessed that made their hearts bleed, and
constrained them to appeal, in their humble

capacity, to our rulers for redress. They prayed

¢for humanity’s sake,’. that. separate apartments
and a matron might be provided for their sex.
Their prayer was granted, in part, by the. desired
division of the prisoners; but years have since
elapsed, during which no matron was appointed,

and the moral and physical condition of this
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department was deplorable. During. the past
season the Common Couneil have nobly  re-
- sponded to a  petition and memorial’. presented
on this subject. Through the untiring efficiency
“of two gentlemen of their committee on prisons,
Yiz., Messrs. Gale and Ward, every practicable
improvement has been made, and two matrons
have been appointed, who have thus far filled the
station assigned them, with &redit and usefulness.
These matrons report: that since assuming their
office on. the 12th of August last, the names of
_over siwteen. hundred women have been regis-
tered who have been committed. there for tr?al.l
Of this number many have been. given | up to
thelr parents in this city ; six have been dig-

. charged and sent to their homes in different

states, five of whom were under twenty-three

years of age; the other was an invalid, and being

past recovery, expressed a wish to die with her
mother, who resides in Connecticut. Means wefe
accordingly furnished and she was sent home.
Six have been provided with good places in.this
city and are doing well. Two have been sent to
the - Magdalen Asylum, and two have given
evidence of saving; conversion to God. |

. “Onses have occurred -where. the _poor and
friendless have beéen committed on suspicion
and on a careful investigation of the cases ha.ve;
been found to be innocent, and the Icindness- and
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consideration: shown :them - hag won their lasting
gratitude, In one. instance. of this kind, the
wronged. one was: taken from the prison into 2

Christian family as a domestic, and ‘their testi-

mony i8, that they never had a better servant.

« A religious meeting is held with the prisoners
on. Friday. of each week, also on the Sabba_th,
and with encouraging results. On last Friday,
after a season of prayer, reading and personal
conversation, as the group were about to return
to their cells, it was affecting to see them, one
after another‘,”turn‘tbaék,; and with tearful eyes,
thank the ladies for what had been said to them.

Cases of - thrilling ‘interest might be cited, show-

ing that. this class of persons have :claims upon

Christian synipathy‘that. have scarce begun to be -
realized, and that with proper effort-many of

them might.be savingly reformed. - Thoge who
have gauged but in part the mental, physical and

moral wants of -this unfortunate class, have felt

most deeply that society does them greaf j'mj us-
tice. . - The following .case will .illustrate our
meaning.- ' A prisoner, . whose term: had just
expired; was urged ‘before going out to sign the
temperance pledge and lead a new life. - She re-
sponded; with a voice half choked by emotion,

‘T would; but how can 1% T go from. here—I
have no friends, no clothing, no money. -No per-.

son will harbor me, because I'have been in prison.
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No one will give me-a character, and I have no
place: to stop, even for the night, but in the gtr;eef;
or some den-of viee and sham‘e.‘*' I wish -:f:o .re-
form—but what can I do? 'Where can Il- go -fhat
I shall not be lost?’ “This is not an isolated case
but one of hundreds that we h-a-vé_'wit.nessed o
:,.‘_‘ One thing hag been atrong'iy impfessed 0:;1 our
minds by the little experience we 'have‘ had
among prisoners, viz.: that those in whose charge

o they are intrusted need not -only philanthropy

and benevolence, but evangelical plety. The
~wounds to. be"-healed in -their reases Iie:to_o cieeiz
to be reached by any agency aside fx’-on"rChfi's‘fianl
sympathy, so manifested as to leéd:the‘:éin—s’tricken‘
soul to ‘wash its. stains ‘away’ in the pi?ecioﬁs

 fountain opened by H_im who ¥ came to seek -and

to save the lost” - O A
“We shfdl rejoice if at. this m'e‘etih‘gaan -ii;terest
shall. be elicited that will lead the Christian com-
munity t? remember .the: words of Jesus; ¢ I was
gmk .and,‘ in prison and yecame unto me, . - -
P Do | “PrsoN Vierrors” -

. “This letter was listened to with much interest
after which the resolution was: adepted.” o -

~ A Prisoners’ Hoine, for discha_l"ged?femal'et(’:(‘)ill-*
Victs, was soon established, under the direction of

a competent hoard of ladies. . ‘The: objects of this
association were -the. visitation of the zPﬁSoﬁéﬁs‘
and the employment of gll. neeesséry; ;=-méané to

!
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ameliorate their condition, and aid their reform
generally.  These ends embraced all that had

been attempted by the visiting committees of

the much-defamed and misrepresented “ Moral

Reform Society,” through the agency of which

" the efforts narrated in these chapters had been

prosecuted. At this time, that which was more
properly their, work—guarding and preventing
children and young females from entering the

paths of vice—had largely increased, and they -

were happy in believing they might resign
reformatory operations measurably at least, to

the “ Prison Association.” Yet they have never

lost sight of the importance of the work, nor of
the individual duty of Christians in this respect,
who hope to hear in the final award of the Judge,
«1 was in prison and ye came unto me.” We
are permitted, from time to time, still to co-ope-
rate with others in saving some unfortunate vic-
tim of circumstances, found in prison. -
" Each association does its own work, and finds
its field more extended than can be fully occu-
‘pied: It should be borne in mind that this
brief narrative comes down only to 1845, and
does not attempt a sketch of various efforts for
the improvement of prisoners which commenced
then and have been: prosecuted since by sundry

individuals and asgociations—as the temperance.

society, ward missionaries, etc.

CHAPTER XXI

CTHR T'RANSFOJ%MED.

“ 0zt the cloud which the f
| ) ¥ wraps the preeént honr
Serves but to brighten all our fature days.” "

LUC‘Y was about fourteen years of age ‘Wh.en I
'})ecame. acquainte‘d‘ with her, and though a child,
it wag her sad lot to be, even then, the im'x’iafé otz |
aprison. Aside from her unfortunate sifué.fion*
her youth would deeply interest one in her favor, -
'her countenance was not intelligent or ‘pleasing
it bespoke -familiarity with want, hardship- aﬁd’
sorrow. Her dress was bedraggled and tattered, |
and her Wwhole appearance was untidy. ’

It was the Sabbath; around were & motle
group, who had assembled to meet mé#fejbiéiﬁg
In an opportunity to escape, even for a brief inter-
V-al’. ‘from the monotony of their cells; rather than

for any 'pleasqre' they: would find in listening to
the messages  of love and merey, which--.shgul-dn

be read from the sacred book., -

The -_-'pl"ace. in which we were gathered ‘,'W&s'
@ade as '..‘imtliting”-‘.‘as‘ it could.be in a-.i)l'isal,t; : .A |
large square room on the upper floor, thonoughl -'
clean and ' comofortably ‘heateﬂ,“‘, with* béﬂcﬁéjsf |

10 -
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arranged to accommodate about fifty persons, so
"that it seemed ~almost to justify ‘the remark
~ which I overheard one girl make to another, “It
is not so bad to be shut up here after all, for wo
have a fire and board and lodging free, and
nothing to do.” . ‘

Poor creatures ! many of them find more con-
fort within these walls, than in the squalid,
filthy places they call homes, and which they
Very'reluct_antly leave to come hither. Liberty .
is sweet to every living thing! Though volun-
tarily here, yet we feel a eonstraint,.a,corl;ﬁne-
ment, for the room receives its only 1igh£
through a grated dome, which continually re-
minds us that we are in prison. " ‘

As T looked around among the unhappy,
degraded and hardened women, the question
pressed itself home to my heart, “ Can these dry
bones live?” and the answer came, chiding my
nbelief, «Is any thing too hard for the Lord ¥
My agency was nothing—my wisdom must
atterly fail to meet their wants; but I was here

o the servant of the Lord, and He had promised;

«In that day and hour it shall be given you
what ve shall speak.” 1 said, “ God will give
me a word in season to these precious souls.” I
encouraged -myself by referring to instances,
V scripture and elsewhere, of weak

recorded in ‘
oyed. to accomplish much

instruments being empl
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good; -and resolved to put my i

Almight.:y arm, and labor (I))n, ‘hop};n;rylftdlin-i;th?
to ga.th'e%' fruit, even from this unpromisin ‘3ﬁ1‘11(119
Upprmms_ing it truly was; though there fvere '
great variety of .cases before me .and som ‘i’ :
more hopeful than others. A fow had 16: .
detained here a length of time, and I hnad -bt;éoelsz

- acquainted with their history,

A Qn my right was a woman, perhaps of forty-
ve. years, whose gray hair and shrunken visa
madfa her appear much older; trouble and s 'ge,'
& had‘rmduced premature old age. She had znow
lt‘nown the joy of being wife or mother, and :Z e-m
ll(zz’tttle ;}f eiartllilly love and sympathy -hac,l-" been hl;{
+ tarly bereft of parents, she had been I |
to contend with the world al’one-—l 1 in "
she had found herself, without frieflltlies ¢ '1f3d?ed'
il:lp. S¥1e had struggled on until the 1;15:;;111::)1::
of years increased her helplessness ; then, in the
1e.zdilfel:mty of need she entered the kitch,enwof :
1ch man, to ask for bread. No person ‘
_23:; i,ﬂa tu{‘key lag'r on the table, pfepared ‘;"::
oo g 1 emptation assailed her, she took it,
- was discovered when. leaving- the kitch f,
and;committed-to prison for the theft. -
. §;h?£ ii);st interview with her, she was read-
5t ible; for she was a Protestant, and, as
as I could learn, a temperate woman. éhe

was reading - the itenti
Was reading ‘the penitential psalms of David.
St y
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and seemed to derive comfort, as he did, from
trusting in the merey of the Lord.

1 went to the family, from whom she had stolen,
and represented her penitent state, and begged
them to use their influence to have her released;
but they thought she ought to be punished, and
therefore were deaf to my petition. ‘

¢ Aras} for the rarity
Of Christian charity
. ’ Under thesun.” - _

On my other hand was a, mother with her
infant, who when brought here was so stupified
with liguor, that she was ingensible as a stone;
and the innocent, helpless babe was in the same
condition, stupi_ﬁed; as if by laudnaum, from ’phe
effect of rum which the unnatural m_othe: had
given it; two days it was poising between life and

death, before the dreadful potion lost its powe'r.

' The gravity, which some of these ha,rdéned

creatures_assli_med',for the occasion, pa_rtook of
the ludicrous; yet there were.some present, not: )

so lost, but that shame was manifest. For such
there was hope, and it was hailed as an omen of
good.  Little children were here too, some taken
up in the streets as vagrantg, some of them not 80
debased as one might expect in such circun-
stances, waiting to be sent to the Almshouse.

- There was an old woman, destined for the

same place, with no appearance of crime about
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her.. P?Ve:ty was “her only offense against
society, indeed she gave reason to hope thai s}f
was one of .the. Lord’s poor. . It was sad . to X
hf51', ‘as well as those little children, 'plaée(i ﬁ?:le
vile women, whose presence polluted the air ‘th ;
 breathed. It was refreshing to point this Weag

Pilgrim to the - k
cnward : -lest before }}er, only a few steps

¢ Stone walls do not a prison make
Nor iron bars a cage; ’
Minds innocent and quiet take
That for a hermitage,”

. T ) + l
here was the brazen vender of nostrums ¢ for

' married i 7 th
| ed or single,” the wholesale dealer in

m:urders, complacently saying, “I have done no
::;(;iiedngss,” .na.y; ~impudently defending her
e e, I311(1 cla;mngg to‘. be the benefactress of her
" + No nlgl:ltgd punishment will she receive in

i8 city. While the half-witted girl beside her, is

- impri - i el
prisoned’ for stealing a veil, this monster in

rl;l:)l;lan form will purchase her ramsom with
e _-m ) R . . . ) N . ' . ’
bIOOd?f- oney, Whlgh is truly the price of »

“ ‘ \ i . - )
“ Through tattered elothes small vices do appedar
. Bobes and furred gowns hide all.? ’

rB ’ N . . : - |
ut there are several women here, who enlist

our w t sympathies, | thes

)e‘ warmest - sympathies, : these are innocent
e » . T - . ’

persons detained as witnesses; taken from their
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homes, their labors, on’ which perhaps aged
‘parents, of helpless children are depending for
support, and shut up here to await the uncertain
course of law ; while here they are compelled to
mingle with those incarcerated for erime, and
are provided for the same as prisoners, with no
remuneration and no redress! ‘What wonder, if
the purposes of justice are often thwarted, by
. persons concealing their knowledge of erimes,
rather than revealing it at such cost?

But I must pause and return to Lucy. Adter

our exercises of reading, singing and prayer

were over, 1 conversed with a few individuals,
and among them with Lucy. I asked her several
questions concerning herself, her answers to
which induced me to go to the matron and ascer-
tain what she knew of her case; for the general
want of trnth in these girls would allow us to
place very little reliance on their statements.

Mrs. Foster, the matron, answered,. « Lucy
“does not seem viciously inclined, I think she
may be saved, if proper care is taken of her
now.” She, good woman, was ever ready to
 seize. whatever of hope there was in any case, and
turn it to the advantage of the prisoner., Lucy
- had been committed by her own father ; he said
~ the girlf had given him a great deal of trouble,
that she lately left her home in a neighboring

city, with a vile girl whose acquaintance she had
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“made ; he followed, and found her in a disrep-
‘utable house where she had been tliree days, and
.he had her arrested and committed to prison.
“And now,” said he, “she is dead to me; I
‘repounce her forever.” = This the father cast off
his-hapless child, little realizing that by his

- intemperance and neglect he was responsible for

her misconduct.

- Where should the good Samaritan be found,
who would receive this outcast; bind up her
wounds, and restore her to virtue and to God.

A few days would intervene before she would
‘be sent to the Penitentiary,  'We left the prison,
resolving to do what we could, in the meantime,
to save her. | '

Our efforts to find a home for Lucy had been
unsuccessful; we called again, and inquired for
her of the matron, and were much gratified to

. learn, that an excellent opportunity had offered

for her, and she had gone to live in a Christian
family, in an adjacent city. The gentleman was
in the habit, when in town, of spending some time

- in pions labors among the prisoners.” He came

while Lucy was there, and Mrs, Foster made
known her case to him, and asked him to exert

~ himgelf to find some one, who would befriend

and save her from the ruin of character and
morals, which threatened her if she was ‘com-
mitted to «Blackwell’s Island.” - To this end he

”
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went to ‘several persons, but failed in finding

what he sought, a friendly home for poor Lucy.
Before he returned, the  Black Maria” came—
the carriage which conveys. passengers to and

from the prisons, Almshouse and hospitals; and -

if it had a tongue it conld relate tales of horror

which would freeze the blood and make every |

hair stand on end !

‘Well, it was at this moment at the door, re-
ceiving its load of crime and sorrow, and Lucy
had been called to go. Mrs. Foster had no
certain prospect for her, and having but little
~ authority in such cases, she was compelled to
submit. At this juncture the gentleman referred

to returned, and the matron hurriedly informed

. him of the poor girl’s fate, and urged him to
take her to his.own family. She had passed out
of the door, and was then on the steps of the
~dismal carriage, about to enter. He called her
back, went to the magistrate, solicited and
obtained her discharge, and in an hour he started
with her for his own home. This was the turn-
ing point in Luey’s eventful life. 'We are happy
to say the action of the magistrate in this case
was: not unusual. We have ever found those
officers, who have discretionary power, ready to

‘exercise clemency toward young persons, and

‘especially in cases of first offenses.

CHAPTER XXII.

THE TRANSFORMED.

Concluded.

¢ Tnere ig in life no blessing like affection,

It soothes, it hallows, elevates, subdues, .

And bringeth down to earth its native heaven,
- Life has miug"ht else that mey supply its plase,”

Frerve much solicitude for ‘Lucy’s welfar e,
we soon sought an opportunlty to visit her, and
were desirous to see what was her progress in the
Work of reformatlon, and, if hecessiry; to influ-
ence her patrons to pétlent contmuance in the -
task they had undertaken.

We found.their protegee improving ﬁnely She
wag assastlng in the domestic duties of the famlly
which the lady taught her to perform well; she
also diligently ‘instructed her in religious‘truth,
and strove to improve and elevate her in all

1espects Present results 1nsp1red her Wlth con- .

fidence as to her final success.

~ About five years had - passed new cases of
interest had come up before us continually, one
superseding the other, until Lucy was almost
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forgotten. At a hotel, while journeying,: we
recognised, in-a fellow passenger, Mrs. Watkins,
Lucy’s benefactress and friend, and we were
happy to have this opportumty to gather many
interesting facts concerning her, which we will
repeat as near as may be in her own language.

“ Lucy, after she came to us, grew very rapid‘ly. |

She was just at that interesting age, when a girl
seems almost by magical transition to become &
woman, and in the change there was both phys1—
cal and mental improvement.

“She grew tall and graceful in figure, and her -

complexion was peculiarly fair, which, with soft
blue eyes and ‘a profusion of dark brown hair,
formed a pleasing combination of personal fea-
tures ; and, what had still greater influence in
the transformation which took plac_e——*her dor-

mant soul was awakened to conscious life, by

efforts to educate and develop her mind. She
learned readily, and soon the beams of intel-
ligence illumined her dull eye, and diffused
itself over her countenance. But then a circum-

stance took place which gave us much uneasi-.

ness, !

- “A young gentleman of wealth and position in
society, but whose habits were rather question-
able, occasionally called at our house ; and after

a time, he began to manifest more than ordinary -
interest in Lucy. As we could not think his
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attcntlons were honorable, and believed they
would only be injurious to her, we discounte-
nanced, and finally forbade them. Then we
found she met him secretly at the gate, and else-
where, and my husband thought it time to report
the young gentleman’s - conduct to his father.
The old man treated the matter very indiffer-

.ently ; his son was ‘old enough to know what he

was about,” he had ¢no fears for him; and the

.effect upon the girl of such an intimacy he con- -

sidered ¢ of very little consequence.’
“We tried to set the matter in a true hghf

Defore her mind, and kept up ‘a more watchful ~

care of her, and we hoped the danger was passed
and that she had given him up.

“ Believing it important Lucy should learn a
trade, that, in the event of her leaying .us, she
might have the means of support, we made ar-
rangements with a person in whose family she
could board; she accordingly left us for the time.

'The reports we received of her conduct were

quite satisfactory, but it was subsequently ascer-
tasned that the gentleman we have referred to,
kept up his clandestine attentions, and about a
year after she left us, they were prwately mar- .

| ried,

_“The news soon reached his father, and he was
anraged beyond measure, that his son, his only

son and heir, should stoop so low as to marry a
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dress-maker! He might have carried on an
Jintrigue with her, without Dblotting the family
‘escutcheon, but by marrying her, he had irre-
coverably disgraced himself and his family! In
his anger he declared, ¢ He shall never have the
benefit of my property; I will cut him off with
a shilling,” and he did so. DBut it proved a

blessing to the young man; for it threw him

upon his own résources, and he soon found that
self-reliance and manly enterprise are worth
more than a fortune can be without them, -
“He obtained a situation at a good salary, and
wishing to have his wife fitted by education and
accomplishments, to mingle in the society to
which he was accustomed, he placed her asa
boarder in -a first-class school in New York
city, to receive private. instruction, and be ad-
vanced as rapidly as possible.” There she is

now; her husband goes frequently to see her, and

is evidently devotedly attached to her. If you
will take the trouble to call on her when you
return, I am sure it will afford you a rare pleasure
to witness the happy change in her” We

promised to avail ourselves of that pleasure, at

'the earliest convenience. Mrs. Watkins remarked
farther, “There are some particulars of Lucy’s
early history, which I learned after she came to

me, which have increased my interest in her,

“that I presume you have not heard.” We replied,
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“We knew very little of Lucy previous to her
commitment to the prison; and would be happy
to learn more about her.,”

“ Lucy’s mother belonged to a very respectable
family in Ireland. ' Unfortunately she married a

- man quite inferior to herself, and who proved
“incompetent to support his famlly in. comfort.
They struggled on through many difficulties until

she was the mother of four children,.then he
concluded to come to this country, and try to
better his fortune. e came, and promised to
send for his family as soon as he was started in

* business. -

“She waited long and anxiously for the expect-
ed suminons to meet him,and at length set off
with her four children to come to him. But to
her great sorrow, she found when they were again

 together, that her husband had become so ad-

dicted to intemperance, that she could not live
with him, After suffering much from privation
and abuse, for several months, she resolved to
return again to her childhood’s home. But she -
must leave secretly, for her husband was very
violent, and would not suffer her to 0'0, if he
knew it. '
“She- accordingly laid her plans to get to the
ship unknown to him, with three of her children,
and Lucy was placed in the care of a relative
who was to bring her to the vessel: The mother
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and the little ones reached there in good season,

but the friend with Lucy, came mnot. The
anxious mother watched and waited, looking

first on one side, and then on the other, until
her eyes ached with looking. Her fellow-pas-

- sengers participated in her anxiety, pointing

‘to one and another in the distance; but it
was not Lucy. At length the word was given,
‘Haul in the plank! and ‘Let go the haw-

- ser?’ The mother, frantic with grief, begged

the sailors to ¢ wait only a few minutes longer
for her child,’ but wind and tide were favorable,
and the order was imperative, ¢ Let her go!’

" «Cheers aid hurrahs went up from the assem-
bled crowd on the wharf, parting salutations

passed between them and those on the ship—

last messages were sent to friends, but none ima-
gined the woe which was breaking that poor
mother’s heart. Her child reached the wharf
only in time to see the vessel disappearing in the
distance, which bore her mother from her forever.,
The tardy messenger returned and placed her
in her father’s care. TFinding his family were
gone, he gave up housckeeping, and from that
time until you found her in the prison, Lucy was
tossed -about the world, being suffered to remain

only a few weeks at .a time, in a place. Often

she was placed as a servant in a family, and
then again put to board, but the pay was 8o
|
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very ‘uricertain—families would not keep her-
long, so the poor child had been very much
neglected. It is no wonder her father thought

"~ it necessary to place her where he did at last.

But that which seemed so unfortunate then, we
have reason now to hope will result in great
good to her.” Mrs. Watking' narrative renewed
all our interest in Lucy, and we fulfilled the
promise to visit her, soon after our return to the
city. |

We desired to renew our aquaintance with
her, that we might gain: her confidence, and
stand in the relation of a friend and counselor.
We thought it possible her husband’s relatives

. might prevail on him to forsake her, and we
“wanted her to know that she could come to us in

any emergency.
We found Lucy all that Mrs. Watkms descnp- '
tion led us to expect, and even more, for we were
not prepared for the elegant ease of manner and
intelligent conversation with which she enter-
tained us; we reciprocated visits from herself
and husband. She had not become a Christian,
and we sought to persuade her to seek the “pearl
of great price,” without which all other inward
and outward attainments must be deficient; we
hope our influence in this respect was not lost. -
"The last time we met Luey, was in'a railroad
car. She was then a beautiful woman; and for
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" refinement of manner and taste in dress, combin
ing elegance with simplicity, could not have
been excelled by those, who, in birth and fortune,
are considered the elite of gociety.

As we looked upon her, we secretly asked,
“QCan this be the dirty, wretched, forlorn- lookmg
girl we met in the prison a few short years
ago ” . )

‘Imagination pictured to me what she would
- have been, but for that providential interference
in ‘herfavor. If her condition was bad before
she came to the prison, what would it have been

after serving a term of three months on Black-

well’s Island among the most degraded of her

sex? Not. only would she have become more

depraved, but she would have left there without
“character, without hope and without friends!
What fate would have awaited her, but to
become an easy prey to temptation and a life
of sin? :

We must hope that Lucy 8 eally acquaintance U

with misfortune has fitted her to sympathize
-with and assist those in like circumstances ; that,
consequently, she will become a much more use-
ful woman than if she had not known sorrow.
“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the

evening withhold not thy hand, for thou know- .
est not which shall prosper, this or that, or

whether both shall be alike gooc 7

CHAPTER XXIII.

TIIEN AND NOW OR, KATI], THE BEGGAR-GIRL.

"Twas a low, dark room—the miserable place

“ that little Kate called “home”—in a remote
- corner of the topmost story of a erazy old tenant-

house, in one of those close alleys, called streets,

‘where are stored and packed the poorest poor,
.and among whom are found the saddest phases

- of city-life.

A lady, long devoted to the work of a Sunda}
school missionary, was in search of her. She
was accustomed to exploring haunts of poverty,
and thoughﬁ she knew what “a tenant-house”

signified, but she found that there were
~degrees of squalid wretchedness exceeding all

her previous experience—that gradations of rank
were by no means confined to the upper classes

of New York. = = 1
It was with difficulty she found the house, and

- her courage several times almost deserted her as

she cautiously  picked her way through the
filthy street. The foul air seemed to reek with




234 - . THEN AND NOW: OR,

-poisonous effluvia, and the feet almost adhered
to the slimy side-walk. Dirty, repulsive women,
bloated and brazen-faced, or wan and haggard
with misery, around whose marred visages lin-
gered no stray sunbeam of femini%‘eﬁ softness or
hope or love, were lounging in the door-ways
and upon the rickety stoops, and calling to each
other with voices from which the last cadence of
womanhood had died out. |

Little children rolled about in squalidness and
neglect, sickly and blighted, or turbulent and
fierce with precocious passion.

The miserable tenements presented a repulsive

array of broken windows and dilapidated door-
ways, and they seemed more fit for hiding-places
for slimy reptiles and crawling vermin than
abodes for children of the human race.

After the visitor had discovered the house, she

had surmounted only one difficulty, for the

building seemed to be so populous, that its
occupants did not know each other’s exact
locality, and though little Kate had minutely
described the room and the way thlther, it was
long before it was found. ' ,

She ascended one tottering staircase after

another, groping her way through dark passages

cautiously and tremblingly—with frequent fal-
tering of resolution, turning to abandon the en-
terprise. This is no place for an unprotected
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~woman, she said to herself, and yet an irresistible

yearning to find and rescue the child whose voice
and face had so much interested her, impelled

~ her to proceed.

“Kate,” she had given as her name, when a

few days previous she called at the lady’s door

on her round of solicitation for “cold vietnals.”
Though she wore the beggar’s garh, and tried to
assume the beggar’s  professional whine, it was
evident that poverty and beggary had not yet
fully schooled her to the abject vocation. There
was a rare beauty of face and limb, peering from
beneath her tattered raiment, and her unwashed,
unkept person; a mischievous twinkle of the
merry blue eye, a careless, graceful toss of the
bonnetless head, where clustered thick masses
of matted curls, and an allegro miovement of
the musical voice, bespeaking a childhood not
yet utterly blasted and shorn of its greenness,
but claiming and enjoying still a portion of its
dower of careless mirth and buoyant spirits,
“Why do you go round in this way begging ¥’
said the lady to her, while she scanned.her
pleasing face. “Have you no home and no

‘parents #”’

“Oh, I goes out for cold victuals, ’cause they
makes me,” she rephed with the most nonchal-
ant air.

« And Who are they, my clnld ?’ &
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“ Oh! dad, and the woman.”

« And who is the woman ?” -

~“She:says she is my mother, but she isn’t;
she lies!”

“ Where is your mother #”

“ @one off; dun’no where ; s’pose she 8 dead
han’t been to our house but once since dad got.
thls woman ; then they had an awful ﬁght I tell
you.’

The lady took the child into her kitchen, and
after a long process of questioning, finding her
interest each moment increased, she wmhed to
~ «take her address,” and add her name to her
“ visiting list.” To her inquiry, if she would like
to go to Sabbath-school, she replied, with the

same frank, careless air, in the aflirmative,.

adding, “I guess she’ll let me, if you give me
some new clothes, for she let me go once with a
lady, who gave me a new frock.” |

“ Why did you not go more than once®

« Qh, ’cause I hadn’t clothes; they sold my
frock the lady gave me.” |
. % What did they sell it for ¥’

“A drink I s’pose”
«If I give you another, and come for yon

every Sabbath, do you think you will have your
face and ‘hands clean, and be ready to go with

~ me, and try to learn to be good, and to become

something besides a dirty beggar-girl?”’
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. & Yes, ma’am,” was.her prompt response.
. % Do you think you Wouldrli'ke“’to learn about
(od, and how to please him ¥’ :

“Who is God ? she asked with the utmost_
novete, |

“ Don’t you know who made you, my child?”
- “Oh yes; I knows'that it’s the ma’or” (mayor),

"“Did you never hear about God’s book—the

Bible #”
- %Qh, yes, I knows that too, it’s a gleat big
whanging book the ma’or keeps, and if we gets
‘sent up,” we gets our names down in 'it-'-_—-da,d’s
got “sent up’ twist” (twice). -

It was to find this little heathen, WhO was
begging bher own and her family’s daily food
from Christian homes,'threading her way, ever
and anon,. or crouching for rest: bemeath the
shadows of costly churches, that this Sabbath-
school visitor was groping her perilous way

- throngh the slimy passages of the swarming
tenant-house. At length, in the further .corner
of the back wing of the building, she found a

door answenng to little Kate’s descrlptlon of her
home. -

She knocked but recewed no. reply _Again;—
no answer, but there:was the sound of a little
stir . within, - and . the outery of  an ~infant.
Another peremptory knock, and the bolt -of the
door - was slowly -withdrawn, and a pale-faced,

4
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dark-eyed woman looked wonderingly out. She
was almost nude, and had an infant in her arms,

“also nearly nude. It was apparently about three .

or four weeks old, and looked as if it had never

enjoyed a plentiful ablution since its advent to.

~its home of filth.

I will not attempt a description of the room— -

its condition may be surmised from the surround-
ings of the locality. Suffice it to say, that
appearances betokened that its inmates had not
yet -thrown off (although it was past eleven
oclock A. M.) the stupor consequent upon
‘night’s debauch. Kate was already out on her
round of beggary for food ; also a sister a year

© or two younger.
some fragments of cold victuals, in a dilapidated,

. backless chair, where doubtless the father had '

taken his morning meal.
The miserable woman crawled back to her

nest of straw and rags, as soon as she percewed
the visitor was resolved mpon entering, and with
conscious shame depicted on face and mien,

began to apologize for having no chair to. offer

her, and to tell a pitiful story of sickness, etc.
There was in her language and looks, despite
het evidently-degraded condition, something
suggestive of better days, of former Self-respect

and respectability.

After a somewhat lengthened talk, in which.

There was a hroken dish and

L
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promises pf material aid had the most evident

influence,; the arrangement was made for Kate
and her sister to enter, on the next Sabbath, the

mission Sabbath-school; with which this visitor -
was connected. She was to call for the children,"
with some new clothes, and they were to be

washed and in as much readiness as possible at

an early hour.
As she took her departure, pressing her hand-

kerchief to her face-and cautiously picking her

way out through the dark and filthy halls,

through which echoed the gibberish or the fierce

tones of the degraded; trembling with timidity,
. and faint and sickened with the offensive odors,

she exclaimed, “Are these degraded ones, of .the

same race and bound to the same long hereafter,

as my fellows and myself?  Is it possible that
they, for whom the Redeemer died, can sink so
l(')w, h'ele in this v?rorld of hope and mercy, and
right in the very'bosom of Christendom? Ob,
that I might be an instrument of saving even

- one! Lord, give me this child—a brand plucked

from the fire—as my ¢hire,” in the service of
the vineyard.”
-On the following Sa.bbath the wsxtor found

the room and the appearance of the fannly much
more ' decent, still there was upon them and all

they had the stamp of the most abject destitution

- and degradation. The father, a man of about for-

e o e A et et .- A4 e 4 e )
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ty years, might have been good looking, but
for his vices. He, too, indicated an early acquaint-
anee with a more respectable life. e said he
had been well brought up and wished to have
his children “be like folks,” and “ tanght to be
decent and respectable,” but he “ guessed it was
of no use to try;” he never expected to be any-
thing himself, and he supposed the best thing for
them all would be to get out of the world as fast

as they could; there seemed to be more in it

now than could make a living.

After such words of warning and encourage-
ment as the circumstances seemed to call for, the
lady departed with the children. Little Kate
elicited still more interest from her new friend,
and she resolved to find her a kome, if possible,
away Arom the influences that surrounded her.
She was so situated, that it was impracticable to
receive her into her own home, but she set her-
self immediately about enlisting some of her
friends in the work of saving this child. “The
Home for the Friendless” then existed only in
the hopes and plans that reached out into the

future, but there were thoséwho, while looking
and laboring for this consummation, often con-
verted their own homes, into either temporary
or permanent “homes for the friendless” and
the needy. One of these ladies consented to
take little Kate on trial, and if it seemed duty,
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to continue her in her household, and bestow
upon her domestic and Christian training.

But it was not an easy task to obtain the
parents’ consent. She was too valuable a labor-
er for the indolent and besotted ‘parents, to be
readily resigned by them. In his better, sober
moods, the father would consent, expressing his
oft-repeated desire that his « girls should grow
up to be respectable,” and not be like himself
and those around him, but before he could be
induced to sign an “indenture,” or even before
- the child could be removed, he would change
his mind and utterly refuse to allow her to
go. I | ,
The lady who first found her, continued to go
for her each Sabbath till she secemed much inte-
rested in the school, and so thoroughly intent on
going punctually, that she omitted her ¢alls and
directed her to come by herself.. For one Sab-.
~ bath she was there, and then her place and her
“sister’s were vacant. Immediately after church .
service, the visitor repaired to their abode, to
learn the cause of their absence. She found
both father and mother in a state of beastly
intoxication, the infant wallowing in filth and
- erying most piteously, and the.two girls o
where to be found. = As she was returning home,
-saddened and discouraged, she espied a group of
noisy, ragged boys and 1'{i;irles some distance up
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‘the street, and hoping there to learn some tidings
of her scholars, she approached them. _

The sisters were soon observed engaged in a
general quarrel with the group respecting some
marbles. It was with difficulty |she arrested
their attention and drew them aside.

Several of the older. girls followed, curious to
know what ¢ the lady ™ wanted. When interro-

gated about being absent from Sabbath-school,

they said their parents wouldn’t let. them go.
“ Why not?” | o

. “’Cause mam and baby was sick.”

-« But you are not taking care of them—why
are you out here quarreling and playing ! ”

* Kate was about to reply, doubtless with some
other ready falsehood, when a brazen-faced girl,
somewhat older than herself, squealed out in a
most tantalizing voice, “1 know what for she
don’t go—'cause. her folks have sold them ’ere
clothes. you give her; you know what for, don’t
you?” with a slang motion and grimace impos-
sible to transfer to paper.

" «You lie, now; they ha’n’t,” responded: Kate.
- Her antagonist reiterated her assertion, and the
combatants over the marbles seemed on the point
of renewing their battle, when the lady succeeded

-in withdrawing Kate from.the scene while her

little sister scampered home.

- The lady quieted her angry. passions vé‘vith“_
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- soothing, kindly tones, asked ker to go home with

her, and get some good. supper and see some pic-
tures ; an invitation to which hunger prompted a
ready assent, - At first she proposed. to send her
away before night, but as the child related to her
the scenes of the day, and she reflected on the
brutal condition of her parents, who were beyond

~ either taking any care of her or feeling any soli-

citude at her absence, she resolved to keep her all
night, and on the morrow learn if there was a
law by which this worse-than-orphan child could
be foreibly removed from the custody of such
brutal parents. .- S

- She only regretted she had not secured the
other sister. Kate .acknowiedged that the girl’s
charge was true; her own and her sister’s Sunday
suit-had been pawned for drink, and she ‘exhibit-
ed her little fat arms, frightfully bruised by her
step-mother, because she had been no.more suc-
cessful in begging the previous day, and said that
her father, mother, and a man had had a fight .
a few days before, and the police took the man
.and her father off to the Station—house,”and that
in their scuffle they like to have killed her little

- gister.

Kate was taken on ‘Monday to the friend’s’
hoqse_who- had offered. to receive her, and it was
some. days Defore the father disco‘trered' her
whereabouts, or came to- demand her. Our
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benevolent Sunday-school visitor was expecting,
and was prepared for him. She had a clean, new,
shirt for him, a new, coarse straw hat, and_two
or three other respectable garments, and asking
him into her tidy kitchen, she ordered a nice cup
of tea and- a comfortable meal, all which he re-
ceived with silent wonder, gazing ‘into the benevo-
lent face that looked so peacefully and quietly at

him, till his own hardened spirit and imbruted -

nature began to soften and relent, and he listened
with evident feeling to what she had to say.

She told him that Kate would not be sent back
to that home from which she had been taken, but
if he insisted upon making trouble, the aid of
the law would be summoned to arrest him for the
disorderly and vagrant life he led ; that he might
see his child once a week ; that a ‘good home

wouild be provided for her, and for the other one

also, and if he would give them up peaceably,
and as the best good of the children required,
some material comforts would be supplied him,
which he could take home to his family each
weelt. _ - :

Wli;h less-argument and difficulty than she ex-

pected she secured his consent, though as the,

sequel proved, it was a consent. often retracted,
with no small share of trouble .and annoyance
attending. the charge of the child. But it was a
gain for benevolence and humanity to get Kate
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~ removed in any way. The faithful, indefatigibie

visitor, felt grateful and happy when she placed

~ little Kate in the ‘Christian home of her friend,

Mrs. D., and turned her energies and attention to -

“seeking out some other foldless lamb.

- The sister they could ‘not. secure, but it may

" be added here, that subsequent efforts placed her,

too, in a good home, where she was reared to an

intelligent, actlve, and qmte attractive woman-
hood. ‘




CHAPTER XXIV.

THEN AND NOW: OR, EATE, THE BEGGAR-GIRL.
Conelided.

Tuou’st seen the wreeck—behold the rescie here,
From dark, decp waters, surging far and near,

Trosk who take to their home and care the

forsaken and homeless—the children of neglect,

want and vagrancy—learn, by an experience
more expressive than words, that patience needs
to “have its perfect work.”

~ Such know well that “ model children,” little

“angels in disguise,” are not oftenito be found -
among those whose early surroundings have been

so . undesirable, and frequently so debasing as
have theirs who seek homes at the hands o1
benevolence.

Our own loved ones, whose antecedents have -
been far more favorable—for whom the earnest

prayer has been offered, to whom the oft-reiter-
ated instruction, early and late, has been given,
and for whose comfort and welfare neither
money, nor effort, nor thought, ‘have been
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spared, from the cradle up—how do they. try
our patience, and ofttimes dlscourage our hopes
by their perverseness. -

To take a poor- and homeless . child, and
attempt the work of reforming and educating
his habits, and giving him the culture of the
Christian home, is a great and good work,

" To persevere and retain that child, despite his

fanlts—bearing and forbearing, and hoping
against hope almost; willing to accept small
gains, and slow progress, even, in right habits
and virtuous developments—is a greater, a more
heroic work. :
The former may be the result of good and
kindly impulses—of sympathy suddenly aroused,

- or some other impulse or desire that may soon

wear away or die out. The latter must have its

 foundation in prineiple and -a spirit of Christian

perseverance and self-denial. Years of discour-
agement may intervene before the fruits may be
apparent of one’s efforts to train aright those
upon whom they lave .bestowed their ecare. -
They may never be what they would desire
them to be—never exhibit én full the result of
all the instruction and .care:they have had.
They may always show, in their habits and men-
tal. developments, the marks of their early
surroundings, and yet those who have rescued
and reared them may find ample cause for satis-
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faction. in what has been accomplished, when
they compare the then and now. ~

‘Where Providence has ev1dently thrown suchk |
a.child into a Christian family, the question

should not be hrrhtly weighed or hastily settled,

when discouraged by its faults, or wearied of the
care and trouble it makes, when it is proposed to.
relinguish the work - commenced, and return the.

child to where it was obtalned

-The results of the experience of others in suoh “

matters is sometimes like a word in season to
© those who are WeiO‘hing the question of personal
daty. '

experience who took and kept her for many
years, may-perhaps tend to encourage some who

are sorely perplexed with the question, ¢ Shall _

we keep or return this child ¢”

Kate had, of course, been subject to all the

bad mﬁuences of the low life in which she was
found and if it had not crushed down her

animal spirits, it- had left a perceptible soil and

stain upon her moral natare. .

When she .was not ~out “begging,” she hadi-
been suﬁ'ered to herd with the vicious idleness

‘and vagraney - ’whlch swarmed the locality where

' ghe lived. Her step-mother regarded her.only.

for her usefulness in begging, and often in her

fits of intoxication abused her. She was a woman',

‘This little sketch of Kate, and the tale of their

. ¢ . .
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-' who.had seen better days, had been well brought-
- up and educated, but who some years before, -

had commenced a downward career, by diso+
hedience to parents, and a headstrong selection -
of. her own company and her own hours of
absence from home, till she had. reached this:
lowest round in the ladder. of human life, and

now called herself the wife of the degraded man .

with whom she lived. If indeed she was mar--
ried to him, it was before the first wife, the
mother of little Kate, had ended her miserable
career one night in a low kennel of vice, and had
received an ignoble burial in “Potter’s Field.”

The father had once been arespectable country
laborer, who in an evil hour had removed to the
city in the hope of higher wages. Moving igno-
rantly into a disreputable part of the city for the

“sake of cheap rent, his wife had encountered evil

companions and influences, and step-by-step she
had gone down into the lowest depths of
woman’s degradation. Before she had:utterly
forsaken her family, she had been in the habit of

_dragging Kate and her little sister about from

one low drinking-place to another, often leaving
the tired little ones to fall asleep. mpon the steps
of sgome porter-house, while she:spent the mght N
in quarreling and carousing within, _ :
The. father who: seemed to have once cared

‘much for his family and humblé hoie, became
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completely disheartened and discouraged by this
wreck of all his. comfort and hopes. Poverty
came upon him “like an armed man,” and with
many a one higher in the social circle, he
- ¢ drank todrown his troubles.” So they all went
down, down together, till they reached the mis-
erable point at Whlch they are mtroduced to our
reader. '

‘Mis. D.found it no coveted task to make 11ttle

“Kate decent in her person. . She was- obliged to
cut her lnxuriant but matted hair all off, and to

apply the scrubbing-brush and plentiful  ablu-
tions, in order to remove the vermin and filth
that had accumulated upon her.

For a time, her habits about the house were as

repulsive as her person. Her hands were thrust

indiscriminately into whatever food came in her
way. o
The first year the obstacles in. the way of her
reformation - were numerous and great. IHer
- father and step-mother frequently, when partial-
ly intoxicated, would go te the Sabbath-school
and take her away fo witness their Sunday’s
carousé, or go.to the house and interfere with
her in various ways. At length, the family
who had her removed to'the West.. The distance
that separated her from her parents was favora-
ble in many respects to Kate’s improvement;
yet she sorely tried the patience of ‘those who
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had undertaken. the caro of her.- She had an
affectionate ‘and impressible temperament, but
| falsehood, deceit and vagrant habits had taken
deep root- and sent’ forth many an offshoot. * If
she was sent to school, unless followed each day |
to the door of the school-house, ten” chances to
one but she would play truant all day.  If sent
to a store or a neighbor’s on an errand, she
might not be found -again for several hours.
For the first year or two she would steal anything
she could find, whether she wanted it or not.
If she did not want what she took, she’ would
destroy it, or give it to some one in the .street.
As a specimen of her habits, I will. cite one
instance of her mischief: Mrs. D. had purchased
somé lace to trim an infant’s dress, and ‘while
sewing it on. the dress or about - to do so, she. was
called from the room a few moments, and ‘when
she returned, her lace was nowhere to be found.
Kate denied any knowledge of it, and Mrs. D.~
concladed she must. have carried it:from the
room by its adhering to-her dress.. Some weéks
afterwards she accidentally found. it between the
mattress and straw-bed Where Kate slept, cut
into small fragments, . = .-

- She entirely rﬁalmqmshed these habxts after a
time, and though her word could not be relied
on, she seemed to have no disposition to touch
what did not belong to her. - This gave. encour-
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agement to those who labored for her good
They hoped that other moral developments might
"also be improved. And they were not mistaken.
Though hope and- patience were often wearied

out, and Mrs. D. often resolved and prepared to

return her to her father, something always
whispered to her conscience, “Try a little longer
—God has given you this to do—you have not
done all you can yet.” Xate would shed tears
when reminded of her naughty ways, and say
ghe wished to be a good child, and promise fair,
but the next temptation found her on the side of
wrong.

Mr. D. often insisted that his W:fe should not

_ burthen. and trouble herself with so hopeless a
case, and said it was throwing away moral ener-
gies, which might be exercised on some more
hopeful object, to far greater advantage. Once,
as he was about going to New York on business,

* he insisted that the child should be sent back
with him: “Wife, you are wearing yourself out,
and you will make nothing of her after all. She
must go; you have done all you can; take some

more promising child and let this one go.” Mrs. -

D. prepared to obey. She packed her clothes—
gave her parting instruction and advice, and
while momentarily expecting her husband . to
come in, ready to start for the cars, she took her
~ one side, to commend her once more to- God, in

a
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prayer. ‘But a cloud hid the face of Him. to
whom she would make supplication, and no
light shone upon the step she was about to take.
“ My husband and my friends say I have done
all I canj but will my Heavenly Father say so?
Have I found wisdom and strength in Him
as I might, and has patience had its perfect

" work?’ And conscience Whlspered no comfort- .

ing answer to-these mental queries. What the
lookers-on—human judgments, partlal friends—

- thought and pronounced doing “all she could,”
she felt might not be so reckoned by the Searcher
of hearts '

Kate was convulsed with agony, for she
thought at last she was really to be sent back.
This had been the most severe threat; but she
had heard it talked of so frequently, it had lost
its force. She got down upon her knees and
begged to be tried once more; said she did not
want to be such & woman as her mother was;’
that she did want to be good, and grow up a

| 'respecta,ble woman, -

- Mr. D. came in-while the child was uttermg
her piteous entreaties. His heart was touched
with pity, and with a “ Well, wife, perhaps yoﬁ
had better {ry a little louger,” he took the cars

“without her,

This was a crisis in Kate g life, and though
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there was many an after drawback, and progress

was slow, yet there was progress, and she even-
tually proved a great help and comfort to those
who had borne with her so long. =

‘This is a short sketch of the Zhen of Kate’s
life.  "We will glance a moment at the Vow.

She is a worthy wife and mother; 'a mem-
ber of a Christian church, with a' respectable
cirele of friends and the comforts of life about
her. She. is not, nor- ever will ‘be, what she
might have been without these early blighting
influences. upon her character and habits—what
she might have made, had she been rescued
earlier from the condition of life in.which: she
was found. : But there is many a more defective
character to be seen. in every. community where
home and. early surroundings were* among the

most favorable and reputable. . Whén .one con-

" trasts ‘what she: might: have been; if she had

been returned to her parents and efforts for her

reformation abandoned, with.what she is and
what she may yet become, with the- after discip-
line of ‘life, there is most certainly an apparent
reward for the.labor of those who persevered in
their efforts to save this child’ of poverty :and
sin. Others'may take encouragement from: that
result, to continue in well-doing, knowing. that

“in due season they shall réap, if they faint mot.”
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w

“He that saveth a soul from death”—that ves-
cues but one from the number that swell the

ranks of the “living lost”—shall see, in the day

of reckomng, that great patience and trying
labors in the face of oft-repeated disconrage-
ments, are more than compensated by the result
attained.
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OF. THE
American Female Guardian Society.

1st. The Society aims to rescuc from degrada-
tion, physical and moral, the children of want,
homelessness and sorrow, wherever found—who
may be committed to the Soéiet’y in aceordance
with its Charter—and after a suitable probatlon
“in their Instltutwn, to learn to what they are
best a.dapted &e., to secure for them permanent
country homes in Christian families.

2d. To reach as many as possible of this same
exposed class of children, who though prevented
by surrounding circumstances, from becoming
Home beneficiaries as inmates, may, neverthe-
less, be withdrawn from the education of the eity
street, , taught habits of 1ndustry and propriety of -
conduct, the knowledge of the Bible, &c., and |
surrounded by mﬁuenceq that may be protective
and saving. .
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(Several hundred of this class receive food,

" raiment, instruction and watchcare threuo'h the

- agency- of the Society.) :
~ 8d. To afford a place and means of protec-

tion for destitute, respectable young women

without . employment, friends, or home, and
within the age and the circumstances of tempta-
tion. : :

4th. To aid and eneoura.ge worthy destitute
American widows with small children, to avoid
g separation as long-as practicable, by furnishing
apparel, bedding, etc., at discretion; securing
remunerative employment as far as it may be
obtained, and also to admonish the mnwary of
~ the moral pit-falls that often abound in the path
way of the lowly. ‘

5th, To use the Press to enhst the public
 mind in behalf of the several classes and objects
above named. ‘

Wangs. The Home has been established ten
years, and has sheltered, fed and clothed, tempo-
rarily, over 9,000 children and adults. It has
been sustained mainly - by charlta.ble contribu-

tions, and at the present time is in’ speelal need of
funds to meet its current expenses, and the press-

ing clalms arising from its enhrgement ,
Donations and subscrlptlons will be thankfully
received at the office, No 929 East 29th St N.Y.
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gatlous—to guard the young from the snares
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to befriend the friendless—to protect and
guard the neglected children of our cities, and
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

T have been accustomed to read The Advocate
and Guardian for several years, and with con-
stant pleasure and approbation. The Home for
the Friendless, whose interests it is intended to
‘promote, is an institution of pure benevolence,
and worthy the utmost confidence and the most
- liberal aid. This I say, from a continued obser-
vation of its character and operations, from its
foundation. o :

. Stepaex H. Tyxe,
. Rector of St. George’s Church, N. Y.
I cordially concur in this recommendation.
' Grorok B, CHEEVER.

Having known and honored the work of these

ladies from the beginning, I heartily concur in-

the above. .
Josava Leavirr.

The Advocate and Guardian, under its present -

judicions management, I regard as a valuable
auxiliary in the work of reform, and a useful
paper for the family. Itis deserving of general
sapport. Jos. P. Tromesox, -

- Pastor of Tabernacle Church.

I feel much pleasure in expressing my opinion
of the excellence and value of The Advocate and
Guardian. Conducted, as it is, with eminent
ability, chaste and delicate in sentiment and lan-
guage, and at the same time fearless in its expo-

sure of vice, I should be pleased to see it in the

hands of every friend of virtue and morality.
Joun Dowrivg, D. D.
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a_reliable and useful work. It is especially
adapted to the service of %Well-eduqéfed-.heads of
#rom Dr. Hovs;
“ Dr. Guernsey has aimed to ptoduce a Practi-
cal Family Medical Guide. In this he has
admirably succeeded. His description of disease
18 accurate, yet clear and ba’sily understood.”
- From the New York TriuxNE :
“Dr. Guernsey’s work on Domestic Practice

' is characterized by sound | practical good sense.

It is evidently the production of a careful and

practical physician and will form a safe and reli-
able Family Medical Guide”

 §2F" Orders, enclosing the price, and 25c.
additional for postage, may be sent to the office of
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and the book will be forwarded by mail prepaid.




Home for the Friendless, Home Chepel, Advocate and Guandin Office, J,
‘32 Enst 80th Street, and 29 East 20th Street, New York,
- UNDER THE CARY OF THE

Bmerican Female Guardian Soriety,

Composed of Christinn Women of varions
Evangelicnl Denomvinations,

Turs Institutionis engaged in rescuing outcast
and Orphan Children—and in aiding homeless,
friendless, virtuous Young Women, for whom
situations are. procured. The Children, after
preparatory training in the IHowuE, are placed in
-Christian Families. This Society has also Indus-
trial Schools for “Street” Children, and affords
help to widows and other worthy poor, whose
wants become known through the labors of the
missionary, visitors and managers.

Donations, in' money, goods, clothing, pro-
vision, &c., thankfully received. '

%20 constitutes a Member for Life, with the Advocate
free; 10 o Life Member with the Paper for five years,

The Advocate and Guardian, a valuable reli-
gious family paper, containing details of the
Society’s work, 1s published semi-monthly, (16

‘ qglarto pages,) at $1 a year. All the profits of
the Society’s publications are devoted to the
support of the Institution. : :




